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C H AMBERS OF 

CHARLES E. WYZANSKI. JR. 
D ISTRI C T JUDG E 

Dear Robert: 

~it£n J&ia~s Cliourt 
~osion 9 

October 5, 1960 

In reading the "Talk to the Trustees of the 
Institute for Advanced Study by Professor Andre Weil, 
April 1, 1 960" I wonder whether it might not be worth 
your while to put copies of that talk into the hands 
of various founda tion executives. My impression is 
that this insight into one phase of the Institute ' s 
work might promote a gift to the Institute for its 
general purposes) even f or its library. 

In making this suggestion I am not unmindful 
of the remark on page 12 of Professor ~eil's manuscript 
that it was his view that further financial resources 
were not needed to increase the number of mathematicians 
now enrolled . 

Looking forward to seeing you next week, 

Sincerely, 

Dr . J. Robert Oppenheimer 
The Institute for Advanced Study 
Princeton, New Jersey 

{L D. 
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W A RRE N WEAV E R 

V I C E PRESID ENT 

ALFRED P. SLOAN FOUNDA TION 

630 F I FTH AV E NU E 

R O CKEFE L L E R C E NTE R 

N E W YORK 20, N . Y 

November 7, 1960 

Dr. Robert Oppenheimer 
The Institute for Advanced Study 
Princeton, New Jersey 

Dear Dr. Oppenheimer: 

Thank you for sending me a 
copy of Andre Weil's comments about 
mathematics. I have read this with 
interest and profit. 

Very sincerely yours, 

Warren Weaver 

WW:J 
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Dear Mr. Heald: 

14 October 196o 

It has occurred to us that you and your associateo at 
the Ford FoUDdation rJAY £ind the enclosed remarks ot Andre 
Weil o! some interest. They are a transcript of a talk that 
Professor Weil (!JJ.ve last April to the trustees of the Institute 
for Advanced Stu.cl.y. Clearly, they are not intended for publi­
cation. 

Mr. Henry T . Heald, President 
Ford Foundation 
4TI ltBdison Avenue 
Nev York, R. Y. 

Sincerely yours , 

Robert Oppenheimer 
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14 October 196o 

Dear Mr. Rusk: 

It baa occurred to us tbt:Lt you and your associates at 
the Rocketeller Foundation may find the enclosed remarks of 
Andre Weil of sane interest. They are a transcript of a talk 
that ~o:ressor Weil gave last A:pril to the Trustees of the 
Institute for Advanced study. Clearly, they are not intended 
tor publication. 

Mr. Dean Rusk, President 
Rockefeller Foundation 
49 West 49th Street 
Nev York, B. Y. 

Very sincerely, 

Robert Oppenheimer 
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14 October 1900 

Dear Mr. Sloan: 

It bas occurred t o ue that you and your associates at 
the SJV)i Foundat i on may find the enclosed remarks of Andre 
Weil o:r sane inter est. They are a transcript of a talk that 
Professor Weil gave le.st Ai>ril to the Trustees of the Institute 
for Advanced. Study. Clearly, they are not intended for publi­
cation. 

Mr. Alfred P.Sloa.n, Jr. , President 
Alfred P. Sloan Foundation, Inc. 
635 - 5th Avenue 
New York, N.Y. 

Very sincerely, 

Robert Oppenheimer 
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14 October 1960 

Dear Hr. Gardneri 

It has oecU?Ted to us that 7ou am your associates 
at the Carnegie Corporation may find the enclosed remarks of 
Andr6 Weil of oome interest. They are a transerlpt ot a 
talk that Professor Weil gave last April to the Trustees of 
the Institute tor Advanced Study. Clearly, they are not 
intended for publication. 

Mr. John w. Gardner 
Carnegie Corporation 
589 5th Avenue 
New York, N. Y. 

Very sincerely, 

Robert Oppenheimer 
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ALFRED P. 5 LO AN F 0 U N DAT I 0 N 

630 FIFTH AVENUE 

ROCKEFELLER CENTER 

NEW YORK 20, N . Y. 

October 25, 1960 

Dr. Robert Oppenheimer 
Director 
The Institute for Advanced Study 
Princeton, New Jersey 

My dear Dro Oppenheimer: 

I have your letter of October 14th, enclosing 

a copy of a talk to the Trustees of the Institute for 

Advanced Study, by Professor Andre Weil, on April 1, 

1960 . 

I thank you for sending this to me as I am sure 

I will find it both interesting and informative . 

Sincerely yours, 

APS:EPS 
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HENRY T. HEA LD 

P RESID E NT 

THE FORD FOUNDATION 

477 MADISON AVENUE 

NEW YORK 22 , N . Y. 

Dr o Robert Oppenheimer, Director 
The Institute for Advanced Study 
Princeton, New Jersey 

Dear Dr. Oppenheimer: 

October 24, 1960 

Thank you for sending me a transcript 

of Professor Weil' s remarks. I am pleased to 

have a chance to read his talk and I shall give it 

limited circulation among my colleagues. 

Sincerely yours, 

~' 
Heald 
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21 October 1960 

Dear Dr. Weaver: 

Last spring Andre Weil spoke briefly 
to the Trustees of the Insti. tute here in 
Princeton about the role of the Inst.i tute 
in the world of the~tics. It seems to 
me that you are one of the people who will 
most appreciate what he bas said, and would 
enjoy it. 

Very sincerely, 

Bobert Oppenheimer 

Dr. Warren Weaver 
Alfred P. Sloan Foundation 
630 Fifth Avenue 
New Yerk, N8'f York 
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THE Rockefeller Foundation 
9 11 W £ST S 0th ST k Et T, H ( W y O l x 2 O 

Off ice of the Pre si dent 

Dear Dr. Oppenheimer: 

CA B LE: R O CKF O UND. NEW YORK 

TEL E PH ONE: C O LUM BUS 5-8 1 00 

October 18, 1960 

Thank you very much for sending 
Professor Andre Weil's absorbing talk 
to the Trustees of the Institute . I 
know that nry colleagues will enjoy it 
as much as I. 

If you have not already done so, 
would you be 'Willing to send a copy to 
Warren Weaver at the .Ali'red P. Sloan 
Foundation? 

Cordially yours, 

Dean Rusk 

Dr. Robert Oppenheimer 
Director 
The Insti tute for Advanced Study 
Princeton, New Jersey 
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CARNEGIE CORPORATION OF NEW YORK 
589 FIFTH AVENUE, NEW YORK 17, N.Y. 

JOHN W. CARDNER 

Prtsitl•nt 

October 19, 1960 

Mr. Robert Oppenheimer, Director 
The Institute for Advanced Study 
Princeton, New Jersey 

Dear Mr. Oppenheimer: 

Your letter of October 14 has ar­
rived while Mr . Gardner is on a trip to 
the West Coast, but I want to thank you 
for sending him a copy of Andre Weil 's 
remarks . I know he will read this with 
interest and appreciation upon his 
return . 

Sincerely yours, 

'~G1u~ 
Administrative 
Assistant 

ICN:hca 
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AN I NTRODUCTION TO THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY 

The Institute for Advanced Study was founded in 1930 by Louis 

Bamberger of Newark, NoJo , and his sister, Mrso Felix Fuldo In their deed 

of gift they stated that their primary purpose in founding it was to en­

courage 'the pursuit of advanced l earning and exploration in fields of 

pure science and high scholarship to the utmost degree that the facilities 

of the institution and the ability of the faculty and students will permit.• 

The I nstitute is situat ed at Princeton, NoJo, on 500-odd acres. 

I t has no administrative connection with the University, but it has its own 

quarters in the Firestone and McCormick Libraries and the i'ull use of the 

Universit y's collections. 

The Institute consists of two schools, the School of Historical 

Studies and the School of Mathematics. There are no 'courses' of study, 

no examinations, no degrees. 

At present the Institute has about 120 Members, of whom 30 are 

'Permanent Members, ' including the Faculty and Professors Emeriti. They 

are all scholars of international reputation. Some of them are or have 

been known to the general public: Einstein, Oppenheimer, von Neumann, 

Kennan. They may if they wish, or if they are asked to do so, give a 

lecture or seminar from t ime to time, but for the most part they are con­

cerned with their own work and with being available to the Temporary 

Members . 

The Temporary Members (the 'student s' of the Founders' statement) 

hold their Memberships for a year or two in order to pursue their studies 
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undistracted by the demands of their normal lives arrl in a society of equally 

unharrassed scholars. They are for the most part younger men and women who 

have already established themselves in the academic world and who give evi­

dence of exceptional promise. The Faculty invites perhaps half of them to 

appl y for ad.mission; the rest are selected by the Director and Faculty from 

a very large number of candidates in this country and free Europe and Asia. 

About two-thirds of them are in the School of Mathematics. At the present 

time the Institute is building new living quarters for them and their fami­

lies. 

The Institute has no laboratories. It has a growing library. 

The endowment of the Institute is something over ¢30,000,000. The 

income from this fUnd is ~ufficient for 85 per cent of the Institute's acti­

vities; the balance comes from Foundations, and the U.S. and foreign govern­

ments. In common with all other educational institutions the Institute would 

like to have more money. Its chief needs are a new library building, five 

or six new professorships, arrl endowed scholarships for Temporary Members. 

There is nothing just like the Institute anywhere else. It is like 

All Souls College at Oxford, with which it is perhaps most frequently com­

pared, only in that it is a society of scholars who have been chosen because 

of their exceptional promise to pursue their advanced studies under conditions 

as favorable as can be devised, but there the resemblance ends. 

The Institute has come to be regarded in this country and abroad 

as a major force in advanced studies wherever men are permitted to use their 

minds. The present Director, Dr. Oppenheimer, has written: 'By helping the 

-2-
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individual scholars who are its members, the Institute plays a part in the 

life of many scientific and scholarly communities, an:l in the welfare of 

other institutions of learning here and abroad. The men and women who come 

here have an opportunity to advance their own researches; they also learn 

from their associates of much that is new and deep in their own and related 

subjects; they have again the vivid experience of discovery that character­

izes the best years of graduate study. They return to their positions as 

teachers or investigators, curators 9r directors of research, refreshed by 

their own achievement, by new learning and new questions . They return not 

only as more accomplished men of learning, but as teachers better able to 

inspire an:l guide their students.' 

Princeton, N.J. 1957 

-3-
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School of 
Historical Studies 

Andrew Alf8ldi 
Harold F. Cherniss 
Ernst H. Kantorowicz 
George Kennan 
l-'l.illard Meiss 
Benjamin D. Meritt 
Erwin Panofsky 
Romer A. Thompson 
S~r LlewelJ.yn Woodward 

School of 
Historical Studies 

Paul Frankl 
Hetty Goldman 
Alexandre Koyre 
E. A. Lowe 
David Mitrany 
Otto Neugebauer 
Walter W. Stewart 
Jacob Viner 
c •. Veronica Wedgwood 
Kurt Weitzmann 

PROFESSORS 

School of 
Mathematics 

Arne Beur ling 
Armand Borel 
Freeman J. Dyson 
Kurt G&iel 
Deane Montgomery 
Marston Morse 
Robert Oppenheimer 
Abraham Pais 
Atle Selberg 
Hassler Whitney 
Chen Ni ng Yang 

M»IBERS WITH APPOINTMENTS 
OF LONG TERM 

School of 
Mathematics 

James w. Alexander 
Julian H. Bigelow 
Niels Bohr 
Herman H. Goldstine 
Kunihiko Kodaira 
Jean Leray 
Otto Neugebauer 
Woligang Pauli 
Jean-Pierre Serre 
Oswald Veblen 

Some of the better known scholars who have in the past had continuing 
connections with the Institute are: 

School of 
Historical Studies 

Edward H. Earle 
Winfield W. Riefler 
Arnold Toynbee 

School of 
Y.ia thematics 

Paul Dirac 
Albert Einstein 
J ohn von Neumann 
Hermann Weyl 
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l 
ONE TWENTY FIVE PARK A V ENUE 

NEW Y ORK 

OFFICE OF 

SAM UEL D . LEIDESDORF 

May 22, 1961 

Dear Robert: 

Enclosed is a copy of a letter 
from Mr. Harold Mantell, who called me at 
the suggestion of Barklie Henry. I tol d 
him I would not see him without you and 
asked him to write me, hence the enclosed 
letter. 

If you think it worth our while 
to meet with him, let me know when you 
expect to be in town and I'll try to arrange 
an appointment that is convenient to all of 
us. 

Kindest personal regards and 
best wishes to Kitty, you and the children, 
in which Ethel joins me. 

Sincerely:, 
'/ 

:u;J,~/ 

Dr. J. Robert Oppenheimer 
The Institute for Advanced Study 
Princeton, New Jersey 
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CROSS REFERENCE 

FILE: ']:;., • . ~ * --? .l Gf.. . ,P . 
....,,~ - ...,........ . ·7 ~ 

RE: 
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OFFICE: O F 

SAMUEL D . LEIDESDORF 

• 

ONE TWENTY FIVE PARK AVENUE 

NEW YORK 

JanUU7 4, 1961 

De6r Mr. Brakel.,.-a 

I have 7our letter ot December 27th 
ottering 7our services in connection w1 th the 
contemplated tund. raiaing oaapaign ot the 
Inatitute tor J.dftncad Stud7 at Princeton. 

We shall not be holding a meeting 
until aome tis& in l'•bru&r7, at whioh time 
I shall take 70~ letter up with the Co ttee. 

Sincerel.71 

Mr. George A. Brakele,.., Jr., President 
G. A. Brakel91 It Co. , Inc. 
400 Park ATenue 
Rew Yorlt 221 n. X. 

c.c. Dr. Oppenehimer 

J 
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T,,.. F ......... .I ? I 4 _, I t_ • (' ........ ·r 

FARMINGTON 

CONNECTICUT 

Tel: Farmi11gton OR h J c ar 7-2140 

~~ 
II ~ I '-.J 

" 

~· J ~ 

~ " it: ''bl. 

f 
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CHAMBERS OF 

CHARLES E. WYZANSKI . JR. 
DISTRICT JUDGE 

May 9 , 1960 

Dear Mr. Morgan: 

I shall be at the meeting of the Fund 
Raising Committee of the Board of Trustees of the 
Institute for Advanced Study to be held at 125 Park 
Avenue, New York City at 4 : 30 p.m . on Monday, June 6 . 

Sincerely , 

Mr . Minot C. Morgan, Jr . 
The Institute for Advanced Study 
Princeton, New Jersey 
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From 
7,... 

B AR KL IE MCKEE HENRY 

Box 684, PRINC ETON, N . J . WA 4-3658 

r ~ ~ j: 4- ~ ~~ fl.~ .) 

cX ( )-. s- !o..J-~ ~ 
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CHAMBERS OF 

CHARLES E. WYZANSKI . JR. 

DISTRICT JUDGE 

Dear Mr . Morgan: 

~niteo ~fai£s Qlourl 
~odon 9 

April 20, 1960 

June 7 or 8 now looks to me as a possible 
time for me to come to New York, but I shall be more 
certain of my calendar in another week i f you can 
wait until then for a definite reply to your letter 
of April 19. 

Sincerely, 

Mr. Minot C . Morgan, Jr. 
rhe Institute for Advanced Study 
Princeton, New Jersey 

L , <' 
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May 6, 196o. 

Dear Mr . Leidesdorf, Linder, Henry, Hochschild, Wyzanski, Garrison 

This will confirm the fact that the Fund Raising Committee of 

the Board of Trustees of the Institute for Advanced Study will meet at 

the of:f'ice of the Chairman / S. D. Leidesdorf and Comp;~, 125 Park Avenue, 

New York City, at 4.30 p .m. , . an Monday, June 6th. 

May 6, 196o. 

Dear Mr • Lewis : 

Cordially yours, 

Minot C. Morgan, Jr . 
-~sistant Secretary 

It was necessary to cancel the meeting of the Fund Raising Committe~ 

originally scheduled for .May 9th , because Mr . Linder could not attend, 

and after some phoning about we have been able to move it to Monday, 

June 6th p , at 4.30 p .m. in Mr . Leidesdorf's office . 

I know that you ~ were not planning to attend the 

original meeting , but perhaps this will be more convenient for you. 

cQ'adially yours' 

Minot C. Morgan, Jr. 
Assistant Secretary 
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THE INSTITUTE FOR ADV.JUICED STUDY 

BOARD OF TRUSTEES 

Honorary Trustee 

Oswald Veblen 
The Institute for Advanced Study 
Princeton, New Jersey 

TRUSTEES 

Dr . John F. Fulton 
Yale University School of Medicine 
333 Cedar Street 
New Haven 11, Connecticut 

Perrin C. Galpin 
Belgian American Foundation, Inc. 
420 Lexington Avenue 
New York 17, New York 

IJ..oyd K. Garrison 
575 Madison Avenue 
New York 22, New York 

Gen. Edward s. Greenbaum. 
285 Madison Avenue 
New York 17, New York 

Barklie McKee Henry 
P.O. Box 684 
Fackler Road 
Princeton, New Jersey 

Harold K. Hochschild 
1270 Avenue of the Americas 
New York 20, New York 

Hon. Herbert H. Lehman 
41 East 57th Street 
New York 22, New York 

April, 1900 

Samuel D. Leidesdorf 
125 Park Avenue 
New York 17, New York 

Wilmarth S. Lewis 
Farmington, Connecticut 

Harold F. Linder 
40 Wall Street 
New York 5, New York 

Sidney A. Mitchell 
36 East 72nd Street 
New York 21, New York 

Lessing J. Rosenwald 
Jenkintown and Meeting House Roads 
Jenkintown, Pennsylvania 

Carrol M. Shanks 
The Prudential Insurance Co. of America 
Newark 1, New Jersey 

Admiral Lewis L. Strauss 
1925 K. Street, N.W. 
Washington 6, D.C. 

Hon. Charles E. Wyzanski, Jr. 
United States Court 
Boston 9, Massachusetts 
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3/5/59 

Mr. Linder called. He said to tell you that he f inally 
talked on the telephone with Mr. Falk in Pittsburgh. 
Mr . Falk will not be in NY for a month or tNo, &ut 
when he comes he would be glad to lunch wi 1h Mr . Lj_ nder 
and you. We shall have a copy of Mr. Linder's letter 
to Falk confirming this . 
Mr. L. said that Mr . Falk had not been too encouraging, 
mentioning his heavy commitments to supoort organizations 
in Pittsburgh; .tJx but that he had spoken with gratitude 
of your help in connection with Dr . Salk. 
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28 February 1958 

Dear l'fr. Leidesdorf: 

As fir. Oppenheimer promised yesterday 
on the telephone, we are sending you herewith 
two copies of the longer version of "An 
Introduction to the Institute for Advanced 
Study", and two lists of the permanent and 
temporary members in both schools of the 
Institute, with an indication of their fields. 

-.Yr. S . D. Leidesdorf 
125 Park A venue 
New York 17, New York 

Sincerely yours, 

(~rs. Wilder Hobson) 
Secretary to the Director 
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FUND RAISING C:OMM.I'ITEE 

Members appointed Jan. 1957 

Harold F. Linder - Chairman 
Room 4708, 40 Wall Street 
New York City 

Miss Roswell, WHitehall 4- 6127 

Lloyd K. Garrison 
575 Madison Avenue 
New York 22, New York 

Miss Schorr, MUrray Hill 8-5600 

Harold K. Hochschild 
61 Broadway 
New York City 

Miss Hart, BOwling Green 9-1800 

Samuel D. Leidesdorf 
125 Park A venue 
New York 17, New York 

Mrs. Van Gelder, Miss Lee, OXford 7-0200 

Wilmarth S. Lewis 
Farmington 
Connecticut 

Miss McCarty, ORchard 7-2140 

Board of Trustees Records: Committee Files: Box 2: Fund Raising Committee  
From the Shelby White and Leon Levy Archives Center, Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, NJ, USA



.HAROLD F. LINDER 

Dear Robert: 

40 Wall Street 
NewYorkS, N. Y . 

February 19, 1958 

I called on Mr . Ernest Brooks at the offices 
of the Bollingen and Old Dominion Foundations (Paul Mellon) 
yesterday afternoon and had a very nice talk with him. I 
left behind the "Introduction to the Institute 11 which we 
prepared some time ago. He told me that he was a friend 
of Dr. Flexner ' s and saw him not infrequently, that is, 
until he moved to Washington, so that Brooks had some 
familiarity with the Institute. I of course outlined our need 
for the library and tried to make a convincing story. We 
left it that he would put the matter sym.pathetically to his 
Board. While he did not commit himself as to a recommen­
dation, he evinced much more interest than he had indicated 
in the course of our earlier telephone conversation. 

Howard Johnson, assistant to the Chairman of 
U. S. Steel, called me anent our meeting Dr . Turner. He 
indicated that Turner ' s calendar is pretty full but that he 
would call me later in the month and endeavor then to set 
up a luncheon for the four of us sometime during March. 

Dr . J. Robert Oppenheimer. Director 
The Institute for Advanced Study 
Princeton, N . J. 

HFL:KR" 
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HA.ROLD F. LINDER 

40 Wall Street 
New York 5, New York 

December 17, 1956 

Dear M:rs. Hobson: 

Pursuant to our conversation over the 

telephone today, I am happy to return the 

several articles on the Institute which were 

lent to me by Dr. Oppenheimer last week. 

I would appreciate your giving him 

m;y message and do thank him for putting 

this material in my hands. 

SJ~& 
Harold F. Linder 

Mrs. w. Hobson 
c/ o Dr. Robert Oppenheimer 
Institute for Advanced Study 
Princeton, New Jersey 

HFL:BG 
Enclosures 

/ 
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CROSS REFERENCE 

LETTER DATED: 

SEE: ~-~~1~~1 
~- ~1f.'11>C I . 
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AN INTRODUCTION TO THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY 

The Institute for Advanced Study was founded in 1930 by Louis 

Bamberger of Newark, NoJ 07 and his sister, Mrso Felix Fuldo In their deed 

of gift they stated that their primary purpose in founding it was to en­

courage 'the pursuit of advanced learning and exploration in fields of 

pure science and high scholarship to the utmost degree that the facilities 

of the institution and the ability of the faculty and students will permit.• 

The Institute is situated at Princeton, NoJo, on 500-odd acres. 

It has no administrative connection with the University, but it has its own 

quarters in the Firestone and McCormick Libraries and the f'ull use of the 

University's collectionso 

The Institute consists of two schools, the School of Historical 

Studies and the School of Mathematics. There are no 'courses' of study, 

no examinations, no degrees. 

At present the Institute bas about 120 Members, of whom 30 are 

'Permanent Members,' including the Faculty and Professors Emeriti. They 

are all scholars of international reputation. Some of them are or have 

been known to the general public: Einstein, Oppenheimer, von Neumann, 

Kennan. They may if they wish, or if' they are asked to do so, give a 

l ecture or seminar from time to time, but for the most part they are co~ 

cerned with their own work and with being available to the Temporary 

Members. 

The Temporary Members (the 'students' of the Founders' statement) 

hold their Memberships for a year or two in order to pursue their studies 
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undistracted by the demands of their normal lives arrl in a society of equally 

unharrassed scholarso They are for the most part younger men and women who 

have already established themselves in the academic world and who give evi­

dence of exceptional promise. The Faculty invites perhaps half of them to 

apply for admission; the rest are selected by the Director and Faculty from 

a very large number of candidates in this country and f ree Europe and Asiao 

About two-thirds of them are in the School of Mathematicso At the present 

ti.me the Institute is building new living quarters for them and their fami­

lies. 

The Institute has no laboratories. It has a growing library. 

The endowment of the I nstitute is something over ~J0,000,000. The 

income from this fund is sufficient for 85 per cent of the Institute ' s acti­

vities; the balance comes from Foundations, and the U.S. and foreign gover n­

ments. I n common with all other educational institutions the Institute would 

like to have more money. Its chief needs are a new library building, five 

or six new professorships, and endowed scholarships for Temporary Members. 

There is nothing just like the Institute anywhere else. It is like 

All Sou.ls College at Oxford, with which it is perhaps most frequently com­

pared, only in that i t is a society of scholars who have been chosen because 

of their exceptional promise to pursue their advanced studies under conditions 

as favorable as can be devised, but there the resemblance ends. 

The Institute has come to be r egarded in this country and abroad 

as a major force in advanced studies wherever men are pennitted to use their 

minds . The present Director, Dr. Oppenheimer, has written: 'By helping the 

-2-
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individual scholars who are its members, the Institute plays a part in the 

life of many scientific and scholarly communities, arrl in the welfare of 

other institutions of learning here and abroad. The men and women who come 

here have an opportunity to advance their own researches; they also learn 

from their associates of much that is new and deep in their own and related 

subjects; they have again the vivid experience of discovery that character­

izes the best years of graduate study. They return to their positions as 

teachers or investigators, curators 9r directors of research, refreshed by 

their own achievement, by new learning and new questions. They return not 

only as more accomplished men of learning, but as teachers better able to 

inspire arrl guide their students.' 

Princeton, N.J. 1957 

-3-
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School of 
Hi storical Studi es 

Andr ew Alf8ldi 
Harold F. Cherniss 
Ernst H. Kantorowicz 
Geor ge Kennan 
Millard Meiss 
Benjamin D. Meritt 
Erwin Panofsky 
Homer A. Thompson 
Sir IJ..ewellyn Woodward 

School of 
Historical Studies 

Paul Frankl 
Hetty Goldman 
Alexandre Koyre 
E. A. Lowe 
David Mitrany 
Otto Neugebauer 
Walter Wo Stewart 
Jacob Viner 
c. , Veronica Wedgwood 
Kurt Weitzmann 

PROFESSORS 

School of 
Mathematics 

Arne Beurling 
Armand Borel 
Freeman Jo Dyson 
Kurt G8del 
Deane Montgomery 
:Harston Morse 
Robert Oppenheimer 
Abraham Pais 
Atle Selberg 
Hassler Whitney 
Chen Ning Yang 

MEMBERS WITH APPOINTMENTS 
OF LONG TERM 

School of 
Mathematics 

James Wo Alexander 
Julian H. Bi gelow 
Niels Bohr 
Herman H. Goldstine 
Kunihiko Kodaira 
Jean Leray 
Otto Neugebauer 
Wolf gang Pauli 
Jean-Pierre Serr e 
Oswald Veblen 

Some of the better known schol ars who have in the past had continuing 
connections with the Institute are : 

School of 
Historical Studies 

Edward M. Earle 
Winfield W. Riefler 
Arnol d Toynbee 

School of 
Mathematics 

Paul Dirac 
Albert Einstein 
John von Neumann 
Hermann Weyl 
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26 February 19.57 

Memorandum to the Manbers of the 
F'urd Raising COllllli t tee 

Ene1oaed are a f fN copies or 
two d11'fe:rent atateenta about the 
Institute. 

.. 

(l'.ira. Wilder Hobson) 
Secretar;y to t.he Director 

Cop1- to: l'.r. Lir.der - 5' 
Mr. Garr.son s .c. Cl.. 

Mr. Hocbsehil.d :.> .&. 

Mr. Leideodort :.> 

( 

• 
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f ;'V0-. 
. . 13~ .. ~7 

The Institute for Advanced Study was founded in 1930 by 

Louis Bamberger of Newark, N. J., and his sister, 1'.irs Felix Fuld . 

In their deed of gift they stated that their primary purpose in 

founding it was to encourage ' the pursuit of advanced learning and 

exploration in fields of pure science and high scholarship to the utmost 

degree that the facilities of the institution and the ability of the 

faculty and students will permit . ' 

The Institute is situated at Princeton, N. J., on !>-([1) ~ 

acres . It has no administrative connection with the University, but 

it has its own quarters in the Firestone and McCormick Libraries and 

the full use of the University ' s collections . 

The Institute consists of two Schools, the School of Histor ical 

Studies and the School of Mathematics . There are no ' courses' of 

study, no examinations, no degrees . 
_j(;) 

At present the Institute has about 120 Members , of whom-2-8- J4 
;,_~ v 'P'~(/~~ ~J...; . 

are ' Permanent Members ,' .wh~e the Faculty~ They are all 
r 

scholars of international reputation . Some of them are known to the · 

general public : Einstein, Oppenheimer, von Neumann , Kennan . They may 

if they wish, or if they are asked to do so , give a lecture or seminar 

from time to time, but for the most part they are concerned with th.a.ir 

own work and with being available to the Temporary Members . 

The Temporary Members (the 'students ' of the Founders ' state­

ment) hold their fb._emberships for a year or two in order to pursue their 

studies undistracted by the demands of their normal lives and in a 

society of equally unharrassed scholars . They are for the most part 

younger men and women who have already established themselves in the 
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academic world and who give evidence of exceptional promise. The 

Faculty invites perhaps half of them to apply for admission; the rest 

are selected by the Director and Faculty from a very large number of 

candidates in this country and free Europe and Asiao About two- thirds 

of them are in the School of Mathematics. At the present time the 
~. ~ 

Institute is building new~~~s for them and their families. 

The Institute has no laboratories . It has a growing library . 

The endowment of the Institute is something over $30 ,000 ,000. 

The income from this fund is sufficient for t..;-per cent of the Institute' s 

acti vities; the balance comes from F~J~ J" ~ ~ -r- F~VV' ~ · 
In common with all other educational institutions the Institute would 

like to have more moneyo Its chief needs are a new library building, 

five or six new pr ofessorships, and endowed scholarships for Temporary 

Memberso 

There is nothing just like the Institute anywhere else . 

It is like All Souls College at Oxford, with which it is perhaps most 

frequently compared, only in that it is a society of scholars who have 

been chosen because of their exceptional promise to pursue their advanced 

studies under conditions as favor able as can be devised, but there t he 

resemblance ends . 

The Institute has come to be regarded in this country and 

abroad as a major fo rce in advanced studies wherever men are permitted 

to use their mindso The present Director, Dr Oppenheimer, has written: 

'By helping the individual scholars who are its members, the Institute 

plays a part in the life of many scientific and scholarly communities, 

and in the welfare of other institutions of learning here and abroad . 

The men a nd women 
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Wno ' come here have an opportunity to advance their own researches; they 

also learn from their associates of much that is new and deep in their 

own and related subjects; they have again the vivid experience of 

discovery that characterizes the best years of graduate stud4:es-.y. 

They return to their positions as teachers or investigators , curators 

or directors of research, refreshed by their own achievement, by new 

learning and new questionso They return not only as more accomplished 

men of learning, but as teachers better able to inspire and guide 

their students.' 
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HAROLD F . L:rND E R 

40 Wall Street 
New York 5, New York 

February 19, 1957 

Dear Robert, 

I am forwarding Lefty's memorandum as 

well as a copy of my letter to him. I think 

all the material points, which we discussed 

over the phone today, are covered in this 

letter except that you are going to reinstate 

a sentence or two concerning our relationship 

to Princeton University. 

It was good to speak to you. 

A• 114 
Harold F. Linder 

Dr. Robert Oppenheimer 
Institute for Advanced Study 
Princeton, New Jersey 

HFL:BG 
Enclosures 
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.Dec- Le!t;r J 

40 .. all !:treet 
New York 5, Hew York 

ebruary 20, 1957 

Thank you for your letter of the 18th c;nd your 
statement hich was enclosed. I a!:. very <lppreciative 
of your tiaTin6 undertaken to write oiia as y u thought 
it should be . I had occasion to talk •ith Robert i."'l 
r~spect of a sli,..ht alteration or t.1ro in th \JOO hi.ch 
was presented at our "eting, and in ~he course 0£ that 
conTersation, wo agreed that both stQtements s oula be 
113.de available to the me bers of the Co=i:aittee, and I 
think probably" t.o all the trustees . It seemd to us 
that any one oi: u.s who a ,proe.ciled a r'rost-Jective d.M-ior 
could make the choice or whicn he woul"' ,.JN!er to ~e , 
1.he choice, I assmre, being aepenaent upon hic.o is 
j ua{;ed likely to strike the oost responsive c .ord. 

I ta.icin the liberty of sendin5 your st.atei:::ent 
to Princeton bsre it. ana the other one can be repro­
duced in sufficient uantity ao that eacu of us rill 
have several co ies or each. I do not have in mind a 
vrint..,d lroc .. ure . • tJ ... !!, it. scemad to. obert and ~ 
that a reproduction job, .ich can be made to lool: like 
t.yping, wotL.. .. be .ore e.ppropriate • 

• ~ooorr. is !Jl.rumi.ll no to add to each of t pa . .; ers 
;... li3t of so.ce of too distinguished 1-'rofessors and ...... -
bers . o noo 3re or recently nave been ldt.h the Institute • 

. it3 thanks again
1
and aro reuaro.a , 

Sincerely, 

Earol.c.. F . Linder 

r . Wilma.rth S . Le: is 
fil!!(.tOn 

co.n.o.ecticut. 

L:BG 
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l 
I 

I : 

J 

!ha t1tut. £or ~ ~ 1- dnoted to th. ~. 

eUpport U4 pa~ t4 ~-ot "1.«lCet 1n the old, broad, 

word. n. nst.tt.ute ·~•l.MJ- ot tba 

J ;t it ~ 

t l~ no to 

~in 

It. I.a Wike a r.lll&rah ~·"""'t.ute in that t.ta 

t 1t 

the,;- ~b - • ~~~l t b<We all 

in U.. lt. we.l.tlJClll98 ~l'7 ......... tlbotfe 

the double ~ ot 

-1-
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t. chara~ the bNt ~ o! • r.turn to 

beu pcstt1ona u t.Mchen ~ 1nYwet1c.a~ O".IJ9.ton or d1Nctori 

<>t rwaeal'Cb. l'Ofl'Mh ~ t.bllir own a~..a:nt. b7 nw l•l"l'\1.l!s a....:.t 

s:n q.wat.loluJ. 'l1wJ' 1'91.Urn u JIOnt llccmplUh.«i ot 

1 , wt aa ~cben better &bl• to trurp1 l.M ~---

.-Wdente. 

1. • nwts.tui. tor ~ !~ • by 

g1tt. or I • l.o\d..a ~&r arld hia 81.a'tert Sa Fltlb; Fulde Th• 

W'.Alt~•, •ntruated tho ~ st1PVV1S1«1 tt.irt~ ot t.M 

Ir4titut.•• ~ to a Board ot Truteei ot :.n.n.en ~. 

to a rector elect.ea b:r t.hal. ~ h&V• priJltat7 rMPOn•1b1l1t.;r 

lotte; 

C~~. In a lett.J" addfts.Hd by tbla F~W$ to the tiret. 

tl'ut.89• tit the blsUtuw. th.t.r ori&1nal ~es wvre Mt :forth. 

l'be ~ u. ISiJ:x! CN& 1.on ot • craduate IChool. in -..u.<u.o<' 

~ •t~ta WoWQ ~ opport,mii.\y to f'll"Fle VOl'-.iC qt.28lli)1.ng th 

tor a ~ d~. ~ in wb1ch tba ~v. ~ed by the 

taa®ing of ~tee, ~ b'M to 4.voto salYW to 

t.beir -....arn-. ancl ~ 1.n.lri.1.rc o£ 11'9duato etudel\ta. r.n aotuai 

.ta.Gt, tl'C* tbe Tft7 n.nt. the ~ l9Utl1U baa d....icped in• rather 

ditterent WIQ'. It Hu avaro.d no 4 ..... , nd ildmits to ~1p 

cnl3 thoM .., baY• ~ their h1gblet ~. It.a rreben 

.tu.dent. I t thu.s rl"1.N 

.., Lu1~ Ulan ~ coct.lpl.ated thoM t.,n4.<:al t•t.tl:tG• whie: 

.. z -
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lf"1'e to dUt~ u. tl'Oll ~ eolle&• or the W\1TRa1\J'. or 1i. 

COUI" .. bad bite -~ in the ~ ... • 1ett.r1 -rbe ~ ?U'PO• 

u the ~t. ot ad¥a.cc.c! l•m11'lft and bPlo t.1on i..i'\ tt..ida ot iiftlN 

•oi«loe ~ h ecbolanhtp to the utaost. d I'M t t.h .tacllit1.u 

at • lnatJ.tut.1..ori. and tiw ablltt.7 :ot ~ t'aeu7.t1 and at.ud4mts will 

pen!l't.. ft 

of it.. flr'at "90Nt .S.Mt'lt 1!1 pu-. athena~ and mat.h.atical 

•1.n. lt.ttle lat.et", ~_,.._.in •U'toutJ ts.olds~ 

U'Oha.ol.0£1cal. and hi•torioal ~. aid in MallQdoa.. 'rbe8e 1n1t1al 

appotntMnW. like the Faed\1' ·~to bit Md• lat.ez-, belJ:*l 

to ~. tbou&2i t.be7 nw not ltai • it. elda or #t.ildy t the 

InsUtute. the am hand. u. lnWltlblA am denm.b1- Um1 tat.ion 

~ •U. or \be :&Cldti"• ti. ~ o~ 80lll9 rt1al. 

~t.T ot lrdienat. -.one 1u ~. bl&Y• oleai-l.:r fo)'&Cloatd 

pc>4'Sl'bilit7 or l'lllP1"9Mnt1ng all acadtm.c d18c1 J.in.a. On the o\he?' 

tw(Qd, al~ w ha'• Ile poll. ~ e.xcllad.1111..... vhoee intent t 

a.re twt. hoa t.bos• ~ aey ••ber ot "tbti IOlU.~, talnd to 

--rt vl.tb ap.Gial ~ ftelda ft }:aft tradi:tton 

t !N1tf\ll aot1Tlt}'. 

TU ~tute has tor the went~ ~t to tft>i'k wl.tho\lt 

exper1-ntal taoll1t\•. l' Pl1't th1s u becaua thtt Inatitut.'• 

Udtad 1\mU aould not ~telJ' ~ 8UCh taolli:U.•a but 1t 

u abo ,a r.atul'i.l ~ an ~•1.e , .m aollc1't.UC.e fot', 
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T..-1V'!flill"7 ~f who ~ e.umot. b1' t.~1.VQ 

tba opentlon ~ ~tal ~-

~bat t.1- t.1.t.ut. call~. rather r 

~ey and tor • to~ our > le , 

tram tJ'ie r.INI• 1ntrioa 1 ~tud eoient.1t'1c f'!U.Vit,y, 

u.n;wd.t.tir.g ~ ot ...... f~ tr= ~ ®1?ll.$tl"ati\'e 

,..-.:-..ui:-rnalla that ha•• ~ ao ~ to t: 

9'cbol.anhip v\th • lt.nt1(1mt, T'!:rc~Ulft 

bocil.•• call 110N t.han oo-dt'•n th that u ~l1.e1t 
in t..-.,. woJ'd "pa~•·.. • can p~ the app:NC1ati.Gt'l or • aan•a 

ec~ tor the di.tt1cml.t, tbe dMp, ~~.:!.,and tM beaut.UUl 

n ~ own work1 an6 we OU! prortde hla vl\b an opportum.ty to ftCI 

this 1nt.1ukly, &l"Jd. ott.n at. the time oL CNBtion, ln tho wrk or 

hU eollmpu. 

~t prqc1t tn. acaded.e wor• ct tbe Illllt.itut. :la carried en 

in eebOO.l.a• Cbool or t.na.t1ca ana & rical 

~ ~ Who ha.Ye W"'*1 1n of..M,r •~c.~etey, b1olo , 

l'dtV'ft)Vo~, aa~. 1"~ i'.lmlpl.•. tba sehool ot US..torioal ud1-

1a perba~ ~ at'lU' in ·~· am trteJ.1.tdHin prlnotpi. all 

a ot t.be ntem world f'or 1dncb the WM ot the b •tar'ieal. 8!9tbod 

u pr1nt:1,p9l inatl"\llM!'lt. • , toe>, 0'.11' wtr.k t.n<J t.o neoi tu 

tnterat.a ot the Aciul.tys Cnek arc.'iaao.'lo:tr end lgniptv. J"Nk 

• tlll8Ci1awal hUtoey tho 
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hieto~ ot art, ~ t~o1"• pollt1ea and ~c•• tM hi~ 

~ Mtbe:.at.ica and U)e sd.er:~. Serei aptn thttN .baT• been -.bena, 

wor~ &lono or in ccmoert.. in d.Uci.~ not ntr.~..-1 cm t.n. 

Facul. ~ 

!ri oo~~irlt ~~ti; ~ md t1'63.da o! eb.1t\y, onr rotu-

c1•1~ u ~no" onl7 bl' t.M tal.W>.t. Di ort.g1"'.al.ity of tb4 

ir.'ffft1.$rt'1r• b\.lt b1" ta ~"' ; that. ha tur.ve leumerl creat d l 

1fl ord to~ 1.t.. :• ~· f'or !Mtanee1 cave lAe.rned tl'-.a 

th..,._t.1es. or tne e~l1~ed ecin­

cepta, ~ •no ~ oE atmtc ~«:Ill or he ~ be tJtft,,ed ln 

Hbai. ~· ~-tten 81l1d, Acted am reco"l'ded 1J"! eat"ly l'Jlrlel"Ul ?~•. 

'Ib1a knowlAdtte. th!.w 1-mire, will bav• taken a l~ ti.JN to ac~l 

11' tbe can or en hintJriali, ~haps we.~ ot a li!'fht..tme. rt will be 

a t.-.wn. It 1- to the 1~"£ ard applicat.i® ot S21Ch ~ 

that the Institut.a 1& ted. 

The Inatitut.e !laa a ~ aalty o about twnty, a..~ about ono h1mdrod 

and twnt.7 otb~ ~. 1:0.t ~ mam are here tor year or w on]7. 

A principal t\moticn of tb.1s Znatl.t!lt. 1s to ~ tor ~ ~ 

wt'.O .f'cr :iort perioda. emape $ hal.t ~r ti1l'O thi1tl9 of' OlJ.r 

~ an UlV1 ted b:;" 1.\1 becaue w know" tJl'" l•rn et tbob wr"k, 

a.-.gJ. bel~ that a tilN here~ i. h\ltt.t'ul rO'i!' t.llfa, rO'r th.tr 

~. and 'fe11 that of cthtrr JD-.l:l9rt; other~· •re~~ 

the flU1:I ppl1oa.r.ts 'th.ii) Wit.e tc ue ou.t'linl."1# the •U.te or t.h«1.r re.. 

.-re....._ &lid their ee..t"O s to:- 4-sb-1.r. to eori~. Inert tab).y t~re 1• 

•real ~Utlon tor ..m.rsh1pe, e1nce both the ~cal liaitat.1.omt 

- s -

Board of Trustees Records: Committee Files: Box 2: Fund Raising Committee  
From the Shelby White and Leon Levy Archives Center, Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, NJ, USA



or lnst.l.t'i1t1on. and tbe deai~ to~ 

be a twe ocatUnL~, l.1.llit. the rmabar 

l'Ul:1dS lrf'd.3.&bl• to the echaolet ai:d ... ), .......... 

tJf • i.titUteJ U. other 

own 1mtit.uu.'lit'.aa b7 the •· .... -- .. tee Qf1d fi 1gl 

b7 nt.e touz; Uor..a. 

41GA11u.&';;l.ll.Ot.Rt.1ftl,'r •;.rat.. 

m ict.&lleckal Nlat1Grlll. 

alvqa wlcomed 

Oow to• Ml-. C•maon 
. • HocbachUd 
•. • t.idndort 
~:r. LW1i 

• l.1.nder 
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3rd draft: 

page 1, line 12: delete 11 , with one exception, 11 

new pages 5 and 6, attached 

copy of this draft sent to Mr. Linder 2/13/57 
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history of art, modern history, politics and economics, the filstory 

of mathematics and the sciences . Here again there have been members, 

working alone or in concert, in disciplines not represented on the 

Faculty. 

The Institute has a Faculty of about twenty, and about one hundred 

and twenty other members, most of whom are here for a year or two only. 

A principal function of the Institute is to provide for these members 

who come here for short periods . Perhaps a half or two thirds of our 

members are invited by us because we lmow or learn of their work, 

and believe that a time her e would be fruitful for them, for their 

work, and for that of other members; other members are selected from 

the many applicants who write to us outlining the state of their re-

searches and their reasons for desiring to come. Inevitably there is 

a real competition for memberships, since l~~'~b~'!:{i;;, 
"-' ~"O~ 

l;a.Jt:.:L.!:ui.:3.-.J~~:le"-11~trtttt:ten, ctr.id the desire to preserve a collllllunity 
-....... 

small enough to be a true connnunity, limit the number of members 

admissible • 

.Again, about half of our members are supported by grants-in-aid 

from funds available to the schools, and supplementary specific purpose 

funds of the Institute; the other half are supported by the members ' 

own institutions, by the United States and foreign governments, and 

by private foundations . The Institute has always welcomed scholars 

from abroad and, in so far as possible, has tried to open its doors 

to qualified members from all parts of the world. More than half of our 

members come to us from Europe or from Asia. 

- 5 -
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In considering prospective members and fields of study, our de­

cision is determined not only by the talent ana originality of the 

investigator, but by the fact that he must have learned a great deal. 

He may, for instance, have learned the disciplines and arts of modern 

mathematics, or the specialized concepts, methods and lore of atomic 

physics; or he may be steeped in what was written and said, acted and 

recorded in early Imperial Rome . This knowledge, this learning, will 

have taken a long time to acq.i ire; in the case of an historian, 

perhaps much of a life-time. It will be a treasure. It is to the 

fostering and application of such treasure that the Institute is 

devoted. 

- 6 -
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hat funds avallabl• to~ achooa. and ~taey apGOino purpose 

1\mda of th• lnat1tut.J the other half re eupport6d b.7 tho ~ 

own 1Mt.1t.u:t.1or., by tJlAJ Jntted 

b7 prtva.w fctti!datior.a. 

The INatitut.e aa.1.htair.a .-. or the 

Prino.toD Un1ftl'llit..r. ""* Which the tn.Uti la orpiltoal.11 arxl 

ada' ni•t.l'&t1.Y~ MPH•te• bnt w1t.b N~ At 

.o !ar •• poulbl.Jt, baa :tri to 

CdW t.o1 Y.i-. Gal'TUol\ 
~r. iioobHhUd 
Mr. IA1'l•.clorf' 
otr. 1AN1e 
" • Linder 
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bu ot art.. l1t.i 

ot tics and c1e:icea. • 
aloM or 1n rl., in dudnH~ no .. on 

• 

u ccnsia •ld:"S "! st.i.i'.y1 ""Ill." de-

~~ tal.Gnt. P- or).elllali y of 

't MV t. d .,, -· I 

I 
I 

th 

I 
~~ m aria ot 00 CO."'l-

c , ceth9d.e and ot et I in 

I t ~ """1ttan ll%'d. 1.d. Jll .me. 

e. it will be 

t Inatltu 

a1"8 h~re tor • only. 

\ !oda. or bre third 01' o r 

, tor th.e1r 

ir r -

ll 

';<. er. , ;.. l-'' 7 he 
l.CA. c.k "7 ~ ~ 

Wt:: 1yd.cal l:lJd. tat1o~ • 
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I 

15 February 1957 

Dear Leftg: 

Thanks for the draftJ it seans fine. I have filled in 
the blank spaces, and orried a i:_ ttJ.e abo~t the pemonent 
members who are not members o.f the faculty . Othendse, it 
aearn..s to !!le to need li tt.le or no cllllll,?;e. Since one of our 
purposes night be to endow the new housing, I have sought;, 
unau.ccessfully, for a more felicitous suootitute for lines 5 
and 6-on page 2. 'lhat is "Iey' only worry. 

We had a very good meeting yesterday of the committee 
on retiret!lent and pensions, accepting reasonable norms, and 
leaving things flexible, just where they should be. I was 
i1t1pressed with the good job Galpin did in preparation for and 
running the meeting. He said that he was beginning to think 
about his responsibilities as Chairman of the Nominating 
Committee. You ~ wish to be in touch with him about that. 

All the best, 

Mr. Wilmarth S. Lewis 
Farmington 
Connecticut 

enclosure 

Robert Oppenbei'Tl8r 
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Dear Oppy , 

F A R MINGTON 

CONNECTICUT 

ORCHARD 7-2140 

I3 February I957 

Here is my attempt to make a state-

ment ~ that would introdu~e the Institute 

to someone who might be further interested 

in it to the :point of giving x-million 

dollars. You will undoubtedly see how it 

can be improved . 

Yours ever, 
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4 February 1957 

Dear Harold: 

Thank you for your warm note. 
It mq be some reassurance to you that 
the Treasury Department had the exact 
text of the first paragraph in its 
hands when it made the ruling this 
autumn. I had thought to append a 
list of our "steady" members and 
!acul cy and trustees to the statement. 
A list of people of whO'll we are proud 
might be livelier, but does raise some 
delicate questions. 

Cordially, 

Robert Oppenheimer 

Mr. Harold K. Hochschild 
61 Broadway 
New York 6# New York 
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HAROLD K . HOCHSCHILD 
SI X T Y-O NE BRO A DWAY 

NEW YO RK 6 

January 31, 1957 

Dr. J. Robert Oppenheimer 
The Institute for Advanced Study 
Princeton, New Jersey 

Dear Robert: 

Your statement for the Fund Raising Commiteee is 

beautiful. 

Is there anything in the first paragraph which if it 

gets into the hands of the Treasury Department (as it might) 

would affect our eligibility for the extra 10% of deductible 

contributions? My only other point is that it might be well 

in this or in an auxiliary statement to list some of the men 

and women who have worked a t the Institute and their accomplish-

ments. 

Sincerely, 
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13 Febr~ary 1957 

Dear Harold: 

Here is the slightly revised version 
of our draft statement.. Also enclosed 
are two copies of the Faculty-Trustee 
Report. In ~the light of our talk yester­
day, I thought it might be good if you 
had these available. 

Very sincerely, 

Robert Oppenheimer 

Hr. Harold F. Li.."lder 
Room 4708, 40 Wall Street 
New York, New York 

enclosures 

• 
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13 Febru.ary 1957 

Dear Harold: 

In the light of our talk yesterday, 
I thought it might be «ood if you had 
these available. 

Mr. Harold K. Hochschild 
61 Broadnay 
New !ork, Ne\" York 

Very sincerely, 

Robert Oppenhei.':'ler 

enclosures: 2 gopies of Faculty- Trustee Report 

NOTE : same note and enclosures to Messrs . Leidesdorf and Lewis. 

(not~ sent to Mr. Garrison, as not present at mtg. 2/12/57) 
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HAROLD F. LINDER 

40 Wall Street 
New York 5, New York 

January 29, 1957 

Dear Robert, 

This will confirm our telephone con-

versation to the effect that there will be 

a IIEeting of the Fund Raising committee of 

the Institute at the office of Mr. Leidesdorf, 

125 Park Avenue, New York City, on Tuesday, 

February 12th, at 4:00 p.m. 

I look forward very much to seeing you 

at that time . 

SiniC4 
Earold F. Linder 

Dr. Robert Oppenheimer 
Institute for Advanced study 
Princeton, New Jersey 

HFL:BG 
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WILMARTH SHELDON LEWIS 

FARMINGTON, CONNECTICUT 

4 February 1957 . 

Dear Oppy, 

Since the statement of the Fund Raising 

Committee is intended for prospective benefactors of 

the Institute , it must be , as you say, brief. I 

think the present draft is too long, and I think it 

should be put into words of one syllable for those 

who really know nothing about the Institute, but are 

inclined to believe that it i s ' a good thing .' Vlhy 

not let Harold/.!ry his hand at it? He would, pre-

sumably, ask you and me to look over his draft . 

Yours ever, 

Dr Robert Oppenheimer, 
The Institute for Advanced Study, 
Princeton, New Jersey 
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lI 

The Imt.itute rw Advanced Study 1a dno\ to tbe ~ t, 

support. and ptJ'Ollatio or l.e&rnil'lg-of •cience, 1n the ol , ti~, 

unili"t• t1& Mna• or the rd. TM Inftlt.ute l'ta s ot the 

cbar8.cte both ot univernty am it.utei bit. 1 lso 

d1t£ers in 8igr.1.fioant •78 t1:Clll beth. It ia unliko university, 

tor lnataooe, in lt ...U eU.._1.te cadmctc rShip at al\Y 

tble rs onl.1 a 11-.tl• <War a n • I~ 1 unlike a u.nive ty 

in tba·t it hQ nc torm&.1 ourrieul , no scheduled cau.r • ot inatrue-

tlon. no caim.tae t that ll branch•• ot 1-.m nrpreeented in 

ite tacul~ and ~. It is Unlike re.-rch iruJti.tute in that 1ts 

pi.irpoe.. " ~.,.. that i t eupporta m&tO' eeparat.. n.eld or •tud,y, 

that, v1t.h one laboratories; abav'e all 

in that !:t wl tempora17 meabens, oae intellectual devclo ............ 

·- ...... · ~ are ane ot it.a pr1ncl:pa1 J'lU'PO.... Tho Insti.t :t.e, 1n 

ehort1 1• devoted to learn1ng11 in tM dol.lbl.e cont1m.too 

Clat1.on o£ the 1n:liv1dua.l, nJld Of l8 intellectual terprl.so O?I 

Jy, b3 belp1 he individual scho'.l.an ~o a'J'e 1.t 

Inatltut.e flla7• a part 1n t l:Ue o! ~ ecientitie am 

echolarl.3 CClll!ll1n1U ... t and 1n the wl.tare t other 1natitut101ta or 

lea.ming bera anci abroad. ~ m.n and wmen who aara h• N have ~ 

opportun1t,' to dvance their own re•arche•I ~ also Uarn tram 

th•ir aNOC1ate. ot -.ich that i. l'lA9W deep in their ovn and 

Ject•1 t.~y baY aln eJCJ:>el":l..81100 of ey 

- l -
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that cbt.racterlsea the befJt. ,_:n o1" r.radute atud1°• h.y return to 

t.beli' poe1UOM u ~rs or 1nt'eat1pton, ou.ratora or directon 

or 1"'9M&reh, rot,.ahed b7 t.Mir own ach1weunt, b7 Mrir harnitlS and 

u..u.c>oa. '!'hQ' return not. orJ3 aa more ooaapllehed an of 

leami.1)£, but aa t.cMr8 ~t.ta able to inaptr. and u1de t heir 

•t\¥\onta. 

The l.NJt.i tute tor AdYar: 

gilt or • lcN.1• ua1aoe: 

found 1n 1930, by a 

ht. uter. a. Velix f!'Uld. <fh• 

Fe~ entruated the aan.nl 8U.IJ8"ision aJld Cl.lr':t.herini ot tho 

in.u tute •• pu.rpc>s•• to a Bo&i:d or Trut.M• ot t~ l.Mlllbenl, and 

to a 'Director eleet«l b7 them, who ehoul.d haY• pr1Jlar.Y t"Mpotiaibility 

Ot> ita &oad•1c atrain.. The f1ret mr.etor vu •b:'llbalr. nu:nert 

• vaa ~in 19.39 by qdelot.te; and 1n 1947 by obert 

Oppenbe1Jler. In a letter addreaaecl b.Y he FOW'lder:a to t.he firet 

iJ'ut•• f tba natit.ute, their orl.gi.nal p\U'pOactS were M\ forth~ 

the FO\l.tdeJ'S bad 1n s1nd the crea.tian ot a e;n.duate chool, in Wh1cll 

th• atud t• :wO\W! haT• an opportunity to pu.rsue work qualityi.nr. 

tor a higher degree, aDd 1 which the Facult17, ~.burd9D*d b;y the 

t.acbing ot ~tea, WOQld be trM to dnot. tbaeel.TM to 

th.air re.-J"Chu &Jld the tra1r4nc ot aNduat.e •tudanta. In aotual.. 

:tut., trcm the 'ffl"Y t1nt., tU ln•titute ha• dwel.oped 1n a rat.h91" 

<11.tterent wq. !t ha.a ua.rd*1 no d~•• and admit.a to l'l'l9benh1p 

onl,J thoaa vbo have air.4 takm tbe1.r hig.bNt degl'M. !ta~ 

charaoter1.at1~ at onc41 taeher a.m. t\ldel'lt., It carra 

n• t\1rtbtr Ulan originallJ cootAll\pl.ated tho•• typical. ti tu md.ch 
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were to dUrtJ.ngu1.eh 1t tl"Qlh the ~ell.ea• or th9 un1•.n-ei~. For its 

cour .. had c.en 4et1ned 1.n the Fwnd«re• 1.-ttel"r ~ priJaJ7 JNJ"P088 

1• the pu-wit of adYar.ced 1Mm1.ng and expl.On.t1 ln .tielde ~pure 

eo1• AM high echolansh\.p to th• utmost d ree that the facilities 

ot 1tM irult.1 tution and the abi..11 ty ot the ts.cul ty and etueent. vUl. 

h• a.cad 0 rk or tJle Inet1t te opened with the appo1n .. ,r~•n 

C!t 1ts n.i-.t. prot•seors, cinent il'l "1r9 natbemati.ca ar.d na:tJlel!!Ltical 

ph;reic•. .A little hter. appoin- t• were •de 1n variOWJ field Of 

rchaeologlcal and M..stol"1..oal atwjy, and in econ-1.cs. TMff 1n1tial 

appo1ntMnta, like the P'aault-7 tppoint.aents tCJ 0. -.de lataz-, helped 

to nn., though they did not liai.t. the tlelda of study at the 

'Institute. cm the band. the 1nn1t.able am dattirable lhdtation 

the atu ot the P'aculv, and th• po~ or part,1&1 

CQli1'Rm1\7 of interest among 1ts llCRben, hff• clearl.7 foreelo•ed t 

poaei\)U1q' of l'e~Mnt.1.nf; all •oadead.c di&elpllnes. On the otbol'" 

• althatlgb 1ff ha91• ne poll ot axclud1ng rs whose int&Msts 

&re xwot. f1"0!I t oee or any ber ot the acult,r, teni 0 

support vlth ~1al Wlpbaaia t1.eld.e Vhic w brr• tn.c11 ton 

o~ tru.ittul act1Yit.}"o 

The batit.u.te hi.• tor the 1110.-t part sought to work v1.t.bou.t 

~UJ. tacUitiff. !n pan t.h1a u blcau.e 'tbe tr.atitute'e 

lbd.Uld ~ could not aclequateJ.7 support eucb :t'aeillt.1.e• bnt it. 

alao a 13at\4ral conuquenc. or e.n mi::phae1s 0 t and aolieltudo for, 
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t.apo ry .-bare. who mani..tea"tq ca.nno"t by theleaal••• make t.aaible 

the opsrat.ion or ~t&l pt'ograu. 

Wba1. t.bo lnet.itut.41 CaD prav1.d.9, th•r ~tor o-u~ 

r cult,- and tor • l1Iaittd t • .• to'r our e.bers, 1• freedom, freod 

nm Ul1J"ttllllt.ting q~t· ol c~oa, £l"'Md r~ tho ilddrri8trat.i.ve 

~• beCOlll* ao t.hnatenil"lg to the -tranquillity of 

1n the W'Ol'd •patronag•,,• We can provide the appne1ation o£ a JWn'• 

colleagu• ~or the difflcul.t, the deep, the wiwrnal. 4r.d th4t beautUUl 

1n bis Olrl?l -.ork; and ve caui ~ him with al\ opportu."\it, to s" 

Ws intJ.1u:t.ely, and often at tlw ti.u ot O'l"'lll1tion~ 1n tho wrk or 

bi8 olleap••~ 

At pr. or.t the aeadaic vork or tho Irist.1tut• is carried on 

in ~ •ehoolsi a School ~ ¥.atMrma.t1es a.Ma School ~Historical 

part. pure •tbGl:aati-oiana and theoretical pbyaicist.ea but there have 
I 

bean ~bin who have worked in ot.h•r 1encea-cb«ld.strr1 biolog, 

pqoholog,y, as"t~, tor cxuploo Tb• Scbocl ot uatoncal StudUs 

1.a p.rhapa ~ atill. 11\ sco~, and 1.ru:lud•~ prino1pla all 

atw:ty or the ~ui.m wrld rol:' Vhieh ti. UM ot th• h1at.or1Qal :tttJUiod. 

1.s a pri.nai.pal instrmMnt. Here, too, r work tenda to r.rl•ot t."'se 

1nteruts ot the haul.tys G~ ucba.eology and ep1gi:-.pb.:J', Gru;k 

- i;; --

Board of Trustees Records: Committee Files: Box 2: Fund Raising Committee  
From the Shelby White and Leon Levy Archives Center, Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, NJ, USA



hio'toey or an. rn b1.stor,-. politic alld 00 cs, ~ b.\tttor.Y 

ct theat 1cs and 'tl ao1encea Ron again t.hfWe ha• been "''• 

vorlc'l.ng aloma or in con_ rt, in d1sc1.plln& he 

a<:lilt;r. 

~t1v• lllC!btrra fl ld~ of tucl.it our d$-

cu • is tend.noel not cnl;7 by t? tal.nt nd orlg1nall t.y ot tho 

invostig.atol", but b..1 't.h9 t, ct that he lll.ua• ns.ve loo.rnsd a ~ :t deal -

5,e EP ~•t to COZ<t:hx~ «J,i' H • tor ix~oe, :Ve learned thft 

diecipllnas a.."1d arts of llade1-n th--.t.tcs, er the pacialiud con­

copta, aet...twds and 10l"tt or at.Gmic ~ at.car o:r he m:ay- stM:l*i in 

What wacs W!"!..t.ten sai.d, otod a.."llii rocorded in ea.r)J J:a:.oerrU1 Ren ., 

'l'bu knowlidg•, th1* l.eal"tdb,Z, wU1 have taken a lcng t.1Jle t(') cqu.iN; 

1n th.a can of an hutorlt.nf p.rbaps llUcil ot a 11.! time. It Hill be 

a t.rea~ll It 1Jt to UVJ 1'o~ and a~tion ot such treasure 

that th Inst1.t u 1a d~oted., 

The Inat-1~t• ha.a a a.culty ot abQ\rt twntyt ar.d about .e hundred 

and -twenty ot.bitr ~. at ot lll"ll Nl'N £or a ,.ar or two onl;lr~ 

A. r.r1.nc1pal. !'Unotian of' the Intftttut.e 'le t.o prarl.de tor th 

vho c re tor short periods. .Perhape a halt or two third of' our 

b•r are 1nV1t.ed lq u 'becaws• 'We 1mo11 or leam o~ th.,U- work, 

and bellne tbat t.1»\e here would be frui.ttul Lo~ t.h , tor their 

work, ar.d !or ttwt 0£ other embers; other embers are aelected troro 

the Mey pplloant '0 wrl.te to . outU:.iin th mt. of tbG1~ re-

earcne• a th~ir r ons Cor des1r to •· In.ii ;ably there la 

a l COil)pGUtitln tor bershi:pa, since botb ~ ical l.i.'11..ta Uona 

- 5 -
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ot the inat.itut.1on, and tb• deain to Pl""•"• a aClllllUni.ty amall 

enough to be tl'Ue ccmrunit.7, llm.t tM naber or .-ban adldaaib1e. 

grant.5-in-aid 

t'l'Oll tunda ava.Uabl• to tNI •chools, am au~_..tary speciti.o pirpcse 

t\mds ct t.h• lnetituteJ the ot.ha halt are supported by tbs •' 

own institut.1.ona, b7 ~ United stat.. and foreign ove~t.w, and 

b7 prlvat-9 tawx:iat1or.a. 

he Inatitute maintllina 8CCM of the .tacUitiea neces rs tar 

academe 11.to, m rel1ea lwaTU.Y on e. for...ur.£.te ~1os1 vi.th 

~ton On1vera1ty, troa whi.ch the lslstitute u orgard.oally and 

ada\n1•trat1v~ 1eparate. t with vhieb 1.t enjoya o"l.oR aCad-S.o 

T • Inat.1 tu.u bu al a nl.comed .chOlara .!ran abrcac. nd, in 

eo tar u pouiba, ba• trUd to ita doors to qual.U'ied 

fl"'Oll all part.s ot the rld.. Y..ore than hil1' ot our 1ne11iber com to us 

tro. pe or trca A•1a. 

Cop,r tot a-~ Gani.eon 
l"c Hochachild 

Mr. 1A1cl•ec1~ 
• lft19 

:.7. LilXier 
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YALE UNIVERSITY SCHOOL OF MEDICINE 
333 CEDAR STREET · NEW HA VEN n · CONNECTICUT 

Department of the History of Medicine 

Historical Library 

Hy dear Oppi e : 

26 October 1956 

I irreat ly en,ioyed our "!eeting yesterday am~ was pleased to learn 
that you a!'e thinkino of erecting a separate structure for the library- . 
After thinking over the buildinr reposed by your arc~itects , it 
seems to me that the plan is not entirely adequate to meet the needs 
of the librarr within the next twenty- five years . I would make the 
fol lo"Wine :nore speci fic sugcestions : 

1 . St~:e cf buil0iru! . A modernistic glass structure in 
the in'r'lediate vici nitv of Fuld Hall would be BI' evesor e and completely 
out of keeping ·rith the stv-le of architecture represented by Fuld Hall 
and ad·acent buildings . 

2 . Size of Buildin.g . The buildinP'. should have stack 
space for at least 300, 000 v::lum.es which would Jrean cuba~e of rou1?hly 
300, 00, the larP-er part of it subterrenean and built in such a way 
as to permit expansion laterally should. additional space ever be needed. 

3. Stacks . It i s poor economy to put stacks 
in as they are needed; we found out here that we made a rreat savirur 
by having all of )ur stacks put in as the buildiru:r went up . 

Ii. Air Conditionirur . The whole buildin- , stacks, and 
readina ro 118 s houlrl he air condtioned r."ith t)O uer cent humidity at a 
temperature of 68° to 70°F . 

S. Costs. It was clear that the architects 
hao not thouaht ~Atters through as far as estimated costs are involved. 
It T,10uld be quite iJnposcible to build such a building with stacks 
for h)0, 000 volumes , and as I said at the rrieetinP , I think ~800, 000 
to 1 million ¥oula he a more re· list.ic firnre . 

If thinE<s develop furtner I would be !!lad to i:::-o over the plans -·;ith 
the architects because I mi~ht be of some use in te ling of our mistal<:es 
here . 

With best wishes , 

Dr . Robert Oppenheimer 
Institute for ~ctvanced Study 
Princeton, liew Jer sey 

Yours sincerelv, 

~ 1~ 
John (/ Fulton, .• . D. 

cc Messrs . Leid~sdorf, T!avis , and Mcias 
---~~-~~~~~~-
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Pal• 5, um 81 PlaM ~ 'tM ~ ,,.. wlda ot w.. 1'.nlt, 
"in ... to .... ...._ it •• 

CoJ1r' '-• -· ~ .~MM 
!!rt. i.cldllt....., 
Mr~~ 
Mr. Ur'sr 
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• '• ll~ 81 '.l.aS& ~t. £int .ft.Ye mrda of tb1as lino, 

to• 

•ift ~ to oonda.ct it •• 

A a .. -..,,..,.,,... 
• iioobsct'..u.d 

-~ 
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t !Or tI:.G • 

• '• line th P1Ja9') 0)1.~U 
1 

int i1.1t• Wrd8 ot' th1a linet 
1n Ol'd9!' to oanduct it." 
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29 January 1957 

Dear Lloyd: 

Harold Linder has thought that• it 
might be useful to have a very brief 
state:nent about the Institute in connection 
with the work of the Fund Raising Co:mni ttee. 
We have talked about it a little, and I 
am sending you a prelimjnary draft for 
your consideration and revision. 

Mr. Lloyd K. Garrison 
575 Madison Avenue 
New York 22, Hew York 

enclosure 

Very sincerely, 

Robert Oppenheimer 

NOTE: Same letter to Messrs. Hochschild, Leidesdorf, Lewis 
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29 J&nuaI7 1957 

Dear Harold: 

Here is a slightly revised version 
of the draft, copies of which I am now 
sending to the other members of your 
Committee. I changed the opening of the 
Eecond :'aragraph, and added a pera.graph 
on page 5. 

Very sincerely, 

Robe.rt Oppenheim.er 

Plr. Harold F. Linder 
Room 4708, 40 Wall Street 

. New York Citq 

P. S. The enclosed clipping from the 
Honitor just came in to~. 
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DRAFT 

Tb8 Institute for Advanced Stud3' ie devoted to the encouragement, 

support and patronage of learning--of science, in the old, broad, 

undti'ferentia.ted sense of the word. The Institute partakes of the 

character both of a university and of a research instituteJ but it also 

differs in significant wqs from both. It is unlike a university, 

for instance, in its small size-its academic m81lbership at any- one 

time numbers only a little over a hundred. It is unlike a university in 

that it has no fornal C-lll'Ticulum, no scheduled courses of instruction, 

no commitment that all branches of learning be represented in its 

facul1;.y and member s. It is unlike a research institute in that its 

purposes are broader, that it supports many separate field.a of study, 

that, with one exception, it maintains no laboratories; and above al.l 

in that it welcomes temporary members, whose intellectual development 

and growth are one of its principal purposes. The Institute, 1n 

s hort, is devoted to learning, in the double sense of the continued 

eduoation of the individual, and of the intellectual enterprise on 

which he is embarked. 

Althou~the Institute -is devoted to helping the individual 

scholars who are here as members, inevitably through this it plqs 

a part in the life of many scientific and scholarly communities, and 

in the wel.fare of other institutions of learning. The men and women 

who come here have an opportunity to advance their own researches; they 

also learn from their associates of much that is new and deep in their own 

and related aubjects; they have again the vivid experience of discovery 
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that characterizes the best years of graduate etuey. They return to 

their positions as teachers or investigators, curators or directors 

of researoh, re.freshed by their own achievement, by new learning and 

new questions. They return not only as more accomplished men of 

learning, but as teachers better able to inspire and guide their 

students. 

Th• Institute for Advanced Study was founded in 1930, by a 

gift of Mr. Louis Bamberger and his sister, Mrs. Felix Fuld. The 

Founders entrusted the general supervision and furthering of the 

Institute 1s purposes to a Board of Trustees of fifteen members, and 

to a Director elected by them, who should have primary responsibility 

tor its academic affairs. The first Director was Abraham Flexner; 

he was succeeded in 1939 by Frank Aydelotte; and in 1947 by Robert 

Oppenheimer. In a letter addressed by the Founders to the first 

Trwstees 0£ the Institute, their original purposes were set forth. 

The Founders had in mind the creation of a graduate school> i n which 

the students would have an opportunity to pursue work qualifying them 

for a higher degree, and in which the Facul v, unburdened by the 

teaching o:f undergraduates, l'IOuld be free to devote theinselves to 

their researches and the training of graduate students . In aotual 

fact, from the very first, the Institute has developed in a rather 

different wq. It hae awarded no degrees, and admits to mem.berehip 

o~ those who have already taken their highest degree. I ts members 

are characteristically at once teacher and student. It thus carries 

even further than originally contemplated those typical features which 
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were to distinguish it from "tile college or the i.mivereity.. For its 

course bad been dei'insd in the Founders' lettert "The primary purpose 

ia the pureuit of advanced learning a.IXi exploration in fiel.de of pure 

science and high scholarship to the u:tmoBt degree that the facilities 

of the institution and the ability of the faculty and students will 

permit." 

The academic work o.f the Institute opened with the appointment 

of its first professors, emin~nt in pure mathereaticl5 and m&thematical 

pcysics . A little later, appoin~nts were made 1.n various fields o.f 

archaeological and historical study, and in economics. These initial 

appointments, like the Faculty appointments to be mad• later, helped 

to define, though they did not limit,, the f'ields of' study at the 

Institute. On the one hand, the inevitable and desirable limitation 

on the size of' the Fa.cul ty, and the :importance of some partial 

communicy of interest among its members, have clearly foreclosed the 

possibility of representing all academic disciplines. On the ot.lier 

hand, although we have no policy of excluding members whose interests 

aro remote from those of aiv- member of the Faculty, we tend to 

support with special emphasis fields in which we have sone tradition 

of fruitful activi\y. 

The Institute has for the most part sought. to work without 

experimental facilities. In part this is because the Institute•s 

limited funds could not adequately support such facilities; but it 

is also a natural consequence of an emphasis on, &nd solicitude for, 
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tam.porary members , who mnnif estly cannot by themselves make feasible 

the operation of experi;nental programc. 

What the Inatitute can provide, rather permanently f'or our 

Faculty and for- a limited t:ime for our ttlemben, iB froedom, · freedom. 

from the prese of intricate, organized scientii'ic;: actiVity, freedom 

from unremitting requirements of classes, freedom from the administrative 

paraphernalia t.1".Ji t have be co ms so threatening to the tranquillity o.f 

scholarGhip with the growtn of institutions, progrlmlB and student 

bodies. Wa can provide more than freedom: Something that i s implicit 

in the word "psrt.ronage". we can provide the appreciation of a man 'e 

colleagues f or the difficul \.1 t.'1e deep, the unusual, and the bes.u_tiful 

in his own work; and we can provide him with a.Y'l opport~'rity to see 

this ir1t:WateJ..y, and often at ~e ti.me of creation• in the work of 

his colleagues. 

At present the aca.demic work of the Institute is carri~d en 

1n twG schools: a. School of Mat11enw:tics and a School of Historical 

Studies . The membera of the School of !1s.thematics are .tor tha moat 

part pure mathew.atieians ::ind theoretical. peysi cist3; but there have 

been members wl'io nave worked in other sciences--chemistry, b iology, 

psychology, astrono:ny-, for example. The School of Historical Studies 

is perhaps broader still in s~ope, s.>id includes in principl e a1.1 

atud,y of the Western world f or ~ich the use of the historical method 

is a principal. instrument. Here, too, our work t ends to r eflect the 

interests of tho Faculty: Greek archa.eclogy and epigraphy, Greek 

philosophy and philology, palaeograpey, mediaeval history and the 
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hi6tory a! art, modem history, politics and economics, tho history 

of Ill.A theI'la tioe and th" sci enoes. Here again there have been members, 

working alone or in concert, in d.isciplines not repreeented on the 

Facul.1{{. 

In these blo sc~s, tho Institute bee ta. Fac1tl.'PJ of about 

twenty, and about one hundred and twenty other members, most of lYl'lom 

are here for a. yeu or tl'IO only• A principeJ function of the Institute 

is to proviee for these members who coce here .for short perioes. 

Perhaps a half or two thirds of our rr.embcrs ~.re invitee. by us b9cnuso 

ma kno" or lee.rn of their ...:ork, and believe that a tj.J!le here l"fOuld be 

fruitful for them, for their work, &.rrl fo:- ..that. or other ioombers; 

other members are selected from the m&r:'f applicants nto write to us 

outlining the state of their resea.rch0s and their reaaons fer desiring 

to ccroe. Inevitably there is a rett.l competition for rta:nbcrar.d.ps, 

since both the pby:dcal limi t.ationo of the institution, tmd the 

des ire to prenerve e.. cornnun i ty srutll enough t o be a true ccmmuni ty, 

limit the number of members admissible. 

Again, about half of our members are supported by grants-in-aid 

from funds available to the ~cbool.D, ond supplementary s_?eaific purpose 

fund..c:; of the Im1ti tute; the other half are supportad by the members' 

01'll institutions, by the United Sta·toa end foreiE,"n governments, :md 

b7 private foundations. 

The Institute r.w.i..~tain~ ome o! the faci lities necessary £or 

academic 11.fe, il!ld relies henvily on a fcrttmate symbiosis with 

Princeton University,. from which the Instit•.lto is organicalJ,y and 
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adn.tni.:Jtrativcly m:>paratc, but ~vi th whic!~ it enjoy~ close a.ce.dernic am 

b.tall9ctu.aJ. relations. 

The Innti t:itt> has a1:wav~ ... rel cor.ted acholsrs from abroad and,. in 

&o far as possible, has tried to open its doors to qu'llified members 

from uLl parts of t.."le ··~rld. M.o::re t han ha1.f 0£ our membera C">!ile to us 

f ro Europe or from .Asia. 

Copy to: "Ir. 0.UTi80Tl 
Hr. Hochschild 
!""r. L-eideedor!' 
Mr. Lewia 
Yu-. Linder 
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The Institute for Advanced Study 

MINUTES 

Special Meeti?lg of the Board of Trustees 
November 19, 1956 

100 Park Avenue, New York City 

Dr • .Aydelotte; Professor Veblen; Messrs. Fulton, Galpin, Garr1son, 
Hochschild, Leidesdorf, Lewis, Linder, Maass, and Schaap; Dr. 
Oppenheimer; Mr. Morgan. 

Senator Lehman; Admiral Strauss; Messrs. Greenbaum, Mitchell, and 
Rosenwald. 

Chairman ¥ia.ass called the meeting to order at 2:4o p.m. 

There was a general discussion of the matter of the continuance of the 
Joint Faculty-Trustee Study Committee, as described on page 3, para­
graph 4, of the Minutes of the Regular Meeting of the Board of Trustees, 
held on October 25, 1956, in New York City. It was moved and unani­
mously passed that the action of the Board, as described in the refer­
ence above, be conf1rmed. 

Mr . Hochschild requested that his name be added to those members listed 
in the Minutes (page 3, paragraph 3) who had spoken in favor of the 
continuance of the Joint Committee. 

With this amendment, the ~inutes were approved as circulated. 

The Director stated that there were three separate questions before 
the Board in its consideration of the Joint Comrnittee Report: 

(1) Was the Report in substance satisfactory as a guide for the future 
direction and growth of the Institute? (This was the most important. 
question and the hardest to answer.) (2) Are the resources of the 
Institute adequate to support the future program, or should a commit­
tee be appointed to study ways and means of obtaining additional 
endowment? (J) Should the Report be edited or revised, and distribu­
ted more widely? 

The Chairman stated that he had read and reread the Report and that he 
was convinced that the Institute has done a good job in the past and 
will do an even better one in the future. He said that he would enter­
tain a motion that the Chairman appoint a committee to study ways and 
means of raising additional endowment. 

It was so moved and seconded. 

There followed a general discussion of the motion, during which the 
following points were introduced: 
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c . Discussion 
of the 
Repor t 

(1) Professor Veblen stated that the Report of the Joint Commi ttee 
should include a study of the relat ionship of the Institute to 
the outside academic community. 

(2) Mr. Linder stated that a prior question to the appointment of 
the committee was whether the program of future growth of the 
Institute actuall y requires additional endowment. The Director 
stated that a growth of thirty-five per cent in the activities 
of the Institute would reasonably imply a growth of thirty-five 
per cent in real budget; the question of whether this could be 
provided without further endowment was for the Trustees to 
consider. 

The Chairman then put the question, and the motion was unanimously 
carried. 

The Chairman named Messrs. Garrison, Hochschild, Leidesdorf, Lewis, 
and Linder (chairman) to membership on the Special Committee on Fund 
Raising. 

There followed a substantive discussion of the Report of the Joint 
Committee, during which certain observations were made and questions 
raised by the members of the Board and by the Director: 

(1) The Director spoke first to Professor Veblen's paper (attached) , 
stating that he was in general agr eement with the first two 
points but that to maintain a constant flow of distinguished 
young scholars through the Institute was in some ways more dif­
ficult to achieve in History than it was in Mathematics and 
Physics . The School was aware of the problem. 

Professor Veblen replied that he looked upon History as a s i ngle 
subject, capable of achieving a unity comparable to Mathematics 
and Physics, and that he hoped the historians could organize a 
program that would have a greater impact on the American aca­
demic community. 

(2) The Director stated that it would be impossible to predict in 
detail what will happen at the Institute during the next few 
years, but that he wished to emphasize, as his view and the 
Joint Committee's view, the attention that was placed on re­
straint of growth and the avoidance of the dangers of growth, 
both for fiscal reasons and as a threat to the character of the 
institution. 

(J) Mr. Linder raised a question in two parts regarding the direction 
of the Institute's growth: (a) Since the Institute occupies a 
unique position in Mathematics, as compared with its position in 
History, should not the growth be in t he direction of the area i n 
which it excels? (b) Should not some thought be given to the 
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Adjournment 

inclusion of the behavioral sciences and the possible application 
of higher mathematics to the behavioral sciences? 

The Director spoke to the second part of Mr. Linder's question, 
which had been considered at length by the Study Committee. One 
finds very little advanced study in the behavioral sciences; the 
Institute will continue to invite temporary members in these 
fields; but no pennanent appointment appeared wise. 

Both the Director and Mr. Lewis then spoke to the first part of 
Mr. Linder's question, reflecting the Joint Committee's view that 
the healthy condition of the School of Historical Studies is 
essential to the growth of the Institute, is good in itself, and 
is a benefit to the School of Mathematics. 

The Director expressed the hope that the Coxr:nnittee on Fund Raising 
could hold its meetings in Princeton. 

There being no i'urther business, the meeting was adjourned at 4:00 p.m. 
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l. I think that the success of the School of Mathematics is very 
largely due to the service which it renders to the academic community of 
the United States. Universities and colleges of all sorts send their young 
teachers who have passed the Ph.D. stage to the Institute for further train­
ing and development. In a very large number of cases these young people are 
destined to spend most of their lives on rather elementary teaching, even on 
teaching more elementary than that given to freshmen in Princeton University. 
While at the Institute they are, of course, concerned with highly abstract 
and even esoteric studies, but it has come to be recognized that teachers who 
have an outlook into the modern and growing parts of mathematics are extreme­
ly valuable for the purposes of instruction. The development of such a re­
lationship between the Institute mathematicians and the academic community 
was a conscious purpose and program of the School of Mathematics from the 
early days of the Institute onward. Indeed, there were those who felt that 
the stream of young mathematicians flowing through the Institute was its life 
blood. 

2. I do not believe that mathematics is the only field in which this 
sort of relationship to the academic world is possible and important. In 
particular, I feel sure that if the School of Historical Studies would devote 
a larger portion of its funds to youth, perhaps even at the expense of not 
having so many distinguished foreigners, it would soon feel the effects of 
new life blood. Of course, I recognize that the School of Historical Studies 
is already doing important work of the sort that I propose, but I think it 
ought to do much more and, indeed, that the professors should consider their 
relations to young Americans as a primary obligation. 

I should, perhaps, add that this does not mean that the Institute 
should specialize in branches of history that are taught in the colleges. Far 
from it. It is just as important that young teachers of American history 
should be exposed to the history of Byzantine art, or to the career of Frederick 
II, as that a young teacher of algebra to freshmen should be exposed to the 
Riemannian geometry or to algebraic topology. 

). I also should like to register a mild disagreement with the idea that 
present-day mathematics has not been influenced by the natural sciences. There 
is a whole generation of mathematicians who were inspired by the work of Ein­
stein, Bohr, and Dirac, and there are others who are making respectable contri­
butions to economic theory. As to the remark that modern physics does not ex­
pect any fUrther help from mathematics, I would only say that during my early 
days in Princeton I used to hear from no less eminent a physicist than Sir 
James Jeans that it was fUtile for a physicist to study differential geometry 
or the theory of fUnctions of a real variable. This was on the eve of the 
epoch of the theory of relativity and the quantum theory. Who knows whether 
we are not even now standing before an epoch in which physics will draw its 
tools from algebraic topology? 

4. On the subject of the library, experience teaches that library build-
ings become overcrowded much more rapidly than the best librarian's estimate 
when buildings are being proposed or planned. The basic problem is one of 
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organization. The library is an organism and ours, for example, has a 
purchasing department which is analogous to the mouth of an animal, and 
a cataloging department which performs some of the functions of digestion. 
We all know, however, that a living organism must have some method of get­
ting rid of superfluous material, and the higher the organism the more 
urgent the need. I think that we should have one f'ull-time employee whose 
concern it is to get rid of books which no longer are sufficiently needed 
to justify retention, and that this person should be supplemented by a 
faculty connnittee which is continuously studying the problem of obsolescence. 

There are hundreds of college and university libraries which are 
hungry for books and would be delighted to receive most, if not all, of the 
books which a caref'ul study of our needs would release. The books should be 
given away free and, as someone suggested, in the case where there is a pro­
fessor who holds out against the release of a particular book, the book 
might be given to that professor. 
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