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October 7, 1744

John R, Hardin, fsq.
The Mutual Benefit Life Insurance Company
Newark 1, Hew Jersey

Dear Hr, Hardins

I heve your letter of QOetober t)tkl.e,nclosing the
draft of }our admirable memorial resclation concerniag
Er. Bumberger sad ¥rs. Fuid, I an sur: the Trustess
will want to excuse the Commitfee end adopt your
rzsolution #itlhout changs. "I consider it beautifully

written snd periect for the purposs iateauded.

Fith xindest regards, 1 am /

‘ .
) Yours sincerely,

Frank Aydelotte

FhAsjsr
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TaE MUuTUAL BENEFIT LIFE INSURANCE COMPANY

NEWARK, NEW JERSEY

OFFICE OF
Jouxw BR.HarDIN
PRESIDENT Qctober 6th, 1941,0

Dr. Frank Aydelotte, Director,
Institute for Advanced Study,
Princeton, New Jersey.

Dear Mr. Director:-

Your letter of the 2nd instant has been answered
by telephone, and as then promised I am enclosing you a draft
of a memoriasl resolution I have prepared concerning Mr. Bamberger
and Mrs. Fuld. It has been approved by Mr. Leidesdorf.

As I told you over the 'phone, my suggestion is
that we rescind the appointment of a committee on resolutions
passed some time ago before the death of Mrs. Fuld, and that I
be permitted, in lieu of the action contemplated by that reso-
lution, to offer the memorial for our minutes,applicable to
both Mr. Bamberger and Mrs. Fuld, without the appointment of
another committee or without circulation prior to the meeting.
Kindly let me know whether you aporove of this course.

Yours very trulyg m
e /)
e — 7
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The Trustess sre called $o mourning becsuse of the
deaths =t brief intervel of the co-founders of the Institute for
£dvanced Study.

Louis Beamberger dled on the 1ith day of Msrch, 1944,
and Mrse Felix Fuld, his sister, died on the 18th day of July, 19ii.

th had passed the Psalmist?s limit of human life. We deem it
&ypropriéue that & joint tribute should be put upon cur permanent
records in commemorstion of these our founding patrons.

The death of Louis Bemberger closed a carser accentusted
by notable ‘smwo.as in the upbuilding of & great business enterprise
snd the application of the weslth thus =aequired in the serviece of
human betterment. He was a man of great vision snd compelling purpose.
His fame as a merchant was nation-wide. His chiefest characteristic
was nonetheless the modesty of & bashful ehild. In both business and
philanthropy he had the seotive eebparatian of. iike-—minded associates,
closely relsted by ties of blood snd marrizge, all of whom he survived.

In 1893 he asscceiated in partnership with himself, under
the style of L. Bamberger & Co., two younger men, Louis M. Frank, the
then husband of his sister Caroline, and Felix Fuld, who, after the
death of Mre Frank, beceame his sister's second hushband., This part-
nership 11{au91rsted l!:-l the éity of Hewark, New Jersey, a merchandising
enterprise which, with the passage of the yrars, became one of
imerica's greatest stores. The proprietors, by their generocus suosport
of all community purposes =nd needs of thelr home city, put themselves
in the front rank of eitizenship, Their reputation in the merchandis-
ing world was magnified &s the yrars went on and sitended far beyond |

their home enviromment, From humble beginnings on lessed premises, the

Balce miy '
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business was ultimately housed in surroundings specielly constructed
for its own needs and for the accommodation of an ever inorcssing
patronsges Before the deeth of Mr. Fuld the business had been incor-
porated, and by his demise the ownership was concentrated in Mre Bam-
berger and his widowed sister, ﬂnwilliné at their advanced ages to
carry the responsibility of an enterprise of such stagsering volume,
the brother and sister sought and found & responsible buyer to take
over the business succession, and £Lereaft5r they dwelt togethsr in
well earned retirement.

Mre. Bamberger mariked the surrender of his personzl rela-
tionship by the distridbution of one million dollars to the employess
of the 1nst1tut10n; in emounts gradusted to all from highest to lowest =
a tbrerunner of the magnificent dedicstion he and his sister were
later to make to the czuse of advanced learning.

A8 soon as released they began to study methods of
applying their wealth to philanthropie ani chariteble uses for the
benefit of fellowmene They regarded themseives 23 trustees of the
gr-at wealth in thelir possession and planned to devote it %o the
service of mankind, After mature deliberation and intelligent investi-
gation of practical possibilitles, they agreed upon the high ideal which
th s Institute represents, snd joined together im the initial endowment
of the Institute for Advanced Study.

Their minds first turmed to the founding of a2 charitsble
organizetion for a speocific community service, to be prefersbly located
in the City of Newark or on their owm homestead property which had emple
room, extending into Newark and two adjoining municipslitiese They re-
gquested two intimate friends, competent to investigste =nd advise them,
2s to the possibilities end wisdom of = foundution for that purpose.

-
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Performance of this duty brought these friends in contact with

Dr. Abrshem Flexner. He was introduced by them to Mr, Bamberger

and Hrs. Fuld in order thst he might have oppoftunity to present

his vievss Frequent conferences over msny weeks resulted, during
vhich Dr. Flexner not only recommended sgsinst their own original
loesl thought, but inspired them with smbition to emter em area in the
educational field not theretofore oecupled and not bounded by defini-
tions of researchs The Doctor's plan for an institute of ﬁigher study
was developed and ultimstely came to frultion. This purpose was later
epitomized by Ere. Bemberger as & desire "to imcrsese the sum of human
knowledge™.

Dr. Flexner, by their suthority, made wide investigation
of the universities of the old &nd new .worid and concerning scholers
evailsble for & founding groupe £ name indicative of the purpose of
the founders was presenily chosen; e location &t Princston wes selected;
Dr. Flexner was desisnsted as Director; anéd the "Institute Tor Advsnced
Study - Louls Bemberger and Mrse Felix Fyld Foundation", shortly to be
housed in & home of its own, announced s novel snd lsrger epportunity
to the scholarship of the worlde This was in 1930. It is gratifying
to those assoclated in the estadblishment of tiis foundstion that both

founders lived to sees their philanthropie embitlon ebundantly vindicateds -

They lived beyond the successful instellstion of their plan by the
first Director and 1lts continuetien, ariar his voluntary retirement, by
his sueccessor, Dr. Frank Avdelotte, of extended prior experience ms an
educator and one of the original charter PTrustess, chosen with the warm
epproval of the founders, From the beginning they maintained their
continued interest by liberal oecasionazl contributiocns, end finally by
testamentary devotion of their residuary estetes, thus sssuring smple
endovment for the permanency end maintensnce of this institution of

o o
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higher learninge |

The management of this amply endowed philanthropy has
fslien upon the Trustees of the Institutes Many of us had the personsl
aGvantage of asoguaintenes with the founders through the years of planning
and insuguration. We are thus imbued with full knowledge of their
purposes Ve know that they avolded in their living 211 manner of os-
tentation and sought no applauding praise by resason of thelr generosity.
¥e mey be certalin that, if gtill here, they would not now approve
fulsome praise or extrevagant eulogy. By this memorial minute we honer
thefr meaories.-nat only by offiecisl recosnition of scknowlsigment of
the dedication of grest wealth to & grest cmuse, but as well By sn
expression of individual appreciation of the cuslities of mind end
heart of these modest benefactors with vhom contacts were delightful
znd friendship 2 priviliege,
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Uctober 2, 1944

Joim R. Hﬁr‘di’ﬂ’ Esqe

" Rutusl Zenefit Life Insurence Compeny
Rewark, New Jersey -

Desr kr. Hardin:

You #ay remember thst tie Committes on ﬂeaoluiions which
}cu appointed coﬁaisted ol ;oursélf, ex oiiicle, fogetnar with.
Messrs. Leidesdorf, Hauss, Fisuer und myself. @ndle the

Committee was coriginally eppointed to prepesre & rasolutlioan for

' Mr. Bamberger, you will remesber thet we sgreed im corrsspondence

that we ghould also mention MHrs,. Puld,

: I
Since you have known Mr, Bamberger snd Vrs. Fuld longer

then anybody on the Board, I hope very much thst you will Le

wiiling'to prepere & /dreft resolution which could tiem be semt
round by meil to members of the Committee for comsiderztion.
Could you find time to do this?
The members of the Committee mignt tnen lunch tozether in
Fuld Hell st 12130 on Uctober 20th and agres upen & 114&1 dreft
to be presented to the-quiﬂ et twe o'cloak.
| Yours sincerely, |

Franz Aydelotte

FArjser
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1. Tuly 29, 1944
Dr. Avdelotte:
E,
On the strength of this reply I did not
send the notice which you dict=ted to the
Committee on Resolutions for the Minutes. Is

that all right?

JSR
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Taer MurtuarL BENEFIT LiFE INSURANGE COMPANY
NEWARK,NEW JERSEY

OFFIGE OF
Joaxy R HARDIN
PRESIDENT

July 28th, 1944.

Dear Mr. Director:-

I have your letter of the 26th instant,
and the same idea has occurred to me. I do not think,
however, we need to make any further notice to the
Resolutions Committee at this time.

Yours very truly,

VIS

Dr. Frank Aydelotte, Director,
Institute for Advanced Study,
Princeton, New Jersey.
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Dictated July 28, 1944

To Members of the Committee on Resolutions

Mr. Hardin has ssked me to recuest the Committee to include Mrs. Fuld

zg well as Mr. Bamberger in the resolutionsthey =re preparing for submission
to the Board in October.

Send if Mr. Eardin replies favorably.

FA: jsr
7/ 2 /44

ﬂ&bﬁé% /&;gg;uaa]¢ﬁ3ha 4, foode,, o biy Fhad l

‘ Mﬁwme%;
. The ) o
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July 26, 1944

Dear Mr. Hardin:

I essume thet you would like ths Committee on
Ralo;utiqns which yon recently appointed to prepere some-
thing aboat Ers,. Fuld as well ae about Er.fBémbergar. If
you wish me to do 50, I shell be glsd to send & motice to
nanbeﬁa of the Committes to this effect.

With kindest regards, I au

/ Yours sinecerely,

A Frenk Aydelotte '

| Johm Ry Hardin, Es..
/[ The Mutuel Benefi. Life Insurance Compeny ol New Jersey
/ Newsrk, New Jersey

/  BAEE
/ ,," g
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Committee on Resolution for tne Minuies

1944

frank Aydelotte

Lbrsham I'lexner

John R, Hardin, Bx Oificio
. U. Leidesdorf

. H. M=sss

ta =gl o)

Chairmen to be appointsd by the Gommittse
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MEESORLUDCY FOR MIRSKR3. FLEINER,

ir. John R. Bardin, Chairmsn of ths Board of
- Trustses, has asked we to. say that he has zppoiuted
you together with usyselfl a2nd hims2lf, ex officlo,
to prapare resolutions on the dasth of ¥r. Bambesrger., .
The Compities hus been left to select itz onz chair-
wman. 1% 18 aoped that resolations msy be prepered
in ticse Jor sulmisslon tﬁ thie Booard of Trustees at

Lh¢ &G§tiﬁg in Princeten, Friday, October twentieth.
Yours wvery truly,

Frunz Ayéelotts

FasER
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FILE: 1IAS, Committee on Resolution if'or the Kinutes

SEE ALSO: IAS, Hardin, John R.

SUBJECT: Letter from Frenk Aydelotte to Johm R. Herdin re
committee members, July 8, 1944

appointment ol
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FILE:

Committee on Hesolution Ior ths linutes

Hardin, John R.

Letter from Joim R. Hardin to Frank Aydelotte re
appointment of committee members, July

7y 1944





