
Professor Armand Borel 
Department of Mathematics 
Building C 204 

Dear Professor Borel: 

January 22, 1973 

I would be grateful if you would send 

me , at your early convenience, a transcript or 

summary of your remarks at the Meeting of the Board 

of Trustees , held in Princeton on January 20, 1973, 

as you would wish them to appear in the Minutes. I 

am afraid that my notes are insufficient for an ac-

curate reproduction of your presentation. 

MCM/op 

Cordially yours, 

Minot C. Morgan, Jr . 
Secretary 

Board of Trustees records: Board-General: Box 1: Special Mtg. Bd.  of Trustees 1-20-73  
From the Shelby White and Leon Levy Archives Center, Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, NJ, USA



Professor Harold F. Cberniss 
Department of Historical Studies 
Building D 107 

Dear Professor Chemise: 

January 22, 1973 

I would be grateful if you would send 

me , at your early convenience, a transcript or 

summary of your remarks at the Meeting of the Board 

of Trustees, held in Princeton on January 20, 1973, 

as you would wish them to appear in the Minutes. I 

am afraid that my notes are insufficient for an ac-

curate reproduction of your presentation. 

MCM/op 

Cordially yours, 

Minot C. Morgan, Jr . 
Secretary 

Board of Trustees records: Board-General: Box 1: Special Mtg. Bd.  of Trustees 1-20-73  
From the Shelby White and Leon Levy Archives Center, Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, NJ, USA



Professor Atle Selberg 
Department of Mathematics 
Fuld 112 

Dear Professor Selberg: 

January 22, 1973 

I would be grateful if you would send 

me , at your early convenience, a transcript or 

sun:mary of your remarks at the Meeting of the Board 

of Trustees, held in Princeton on January 20, 1973, 

as you would wish them to appear in the Minutes. 1 

am afraid that my notes are insufficient for an ac• 

curate reproduction of your presentation. 

MCM/op 

Cordially yours, 

Minot c. Morgan, Jr. 
Secretary 

Board of Trustees records: Board-General: Box 1: Special Mtg. Bd.  of Trustees 1-20-73  
From the Shelby White and Leon Levy Archives Center, Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, NJ, USA



Professor Kenneth M. Setton 
Department of His torical Studies 
Building B 202 

Dear Professor Setton: 

January 22, 1973 

I would be grateful if you would send 

me, at your early convenience, a transcript or 

slDDID8ry of your remarks at the Meeting of the Board 

of Trustees, held in Princeton on January 20, 1973, 

as you would wish them to appear in the Minutes. I 

am afraid that my notes are insufficient for an ac-

curate reproduction of your presentation. 

MCM/op 

Cordially yours, 

Minot C. Morgan, Jr . 
Secretary 

Board of Trustees records: Board-General: Box 1: Special Mtg. Bd.  of Trustees 1-20-73  
From the Shelby White and Leon Levy Archives Center, Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, NJ, USA



Professor Morton White 
Department of Historical Studies 
Bui .ding A 202 

Dear Professor White: 

January 22, 1973 

I would be grateful if you would send 

me, at your early convenience, a transcript or 

sl111Xl8ry of your remarks at the Meeting of the Board 

of Trustees, held in Princeton on January 20, 1973, 

as you would wish them to appear in the Minutes. I 

am afraid that my notes are insufficient for an ac-

curate reproduction of your presentation.' 

MCM/op 

Cordailly yours, 

Minot c. Morgan, Jr. 
Secretary 

Board of Trustees records: Board-General: Box 1: Special Mtg. Bd.  of Trustees 1-20-73  
From the Shelby White and Leon Levy Archives Center, Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, NJ, USA



THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY 
PRINCETON, NEW JERSEY 08540 

SCHOOL OF MATHEMATICS 

Mr. Minot C. Morgan, Jr. 
Institute for Advanced Study 

Dear Mr. Morgan: 

January 24, 1973 

In reference to your note concerning the minutes of last Saturday, 
I am sorry to say that in spite of diligent efforts to recall my remarks, 
I have been unable to do so. Evidently I, like others in the room, was 
simply not listening. 

Since I can appreciate the concern for keeping at least the records 
straight and proper (by the way, a point much insisted on also by the 
gentlemen who, during the years 1941-43, introduced procedures in my old 
university somewhat similar to those now adopted here), I can only regret 
that I am unable to be of any assistance. 

Atle Selberg 

Board of Trustees records: Board-General: Box 1: Special Mtg. Bd.  of Trustees 1-20-73  
From the Shelby White and Leon Levy Archives Center, Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, NJ, USA



THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY 

PRINCETON, NEW J ERSEY 08540 

SCHOOL OF HISTORICAL STUDIES 

January 23, 1973 

Mr. Minot C. Morgan, Jr. 
Fuld Hall 

Dear Mike: 

The resolutions passed by the Trustees on 
2 0 January make it superfluous to rehearse what I 
stated in their presence. 

Sincerely yours, 

1~hi.~~ 
Kenneth M. Setton 

cc: A. Borel 
H. Cherniss 
A. Selberg 
M. White 

Board of Trustees records: Board-General: Box 1: Special Mtg. Bd.  of Trustees 1-20-73  
From the Shelby White and Leon Levy Archives Center, Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, NJ, USA



THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY 
PRINCETON, NEW JERSEY 08540 

SCHOOL OF HISTORICAL STUDIES 

Mr . Minot C. Morgan, Jr . 
Secretary 

22 January 1973 

The Institute for Advanced Study 

Dear Mr. Morgan: 

I have just received your note of January 22nd in 
which you say that you would be grateful if I would send 
to you at my earliest convenience a transcript or 
summary of my remarks at the meeting of the Board of 
Trustees, which was held in Princeton on January 20, 1973. 
I spoke extemporaneously at the meeting to which you 
refer and obviously have no transcript of my remarks . 

In view of the communication which I received this 
morning from Mr . Linder, Chairman of the Board of Trustees, 
informing the Faculty of the action taken by the Board 
at the conclusion of its meeting on January 20th, I can 
see no purpose that would be served by my taking the time 
and trouble to try to reconstruct what I said to the 
Board before its resolution was taken . 

Sincerely yours, 

c-f-..o4c:.<.. e1c.Lh~·~ 
Harold Cherniss 

/ 

Board of Trustees records: Board-General: Box 1: Special Mtg. Bd.  of Trustees 1-20-73  
From the Shelby White and Leon Levy Archives Center, Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, NJ, USA



THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY 

PRINCETON, NEW JERSEY 08540 

January 22, 1973 

Dear Mike: 

I regret to say that as I spoke before the Board Meeting 
extemporaneously I cannot easily comply with your request of 
January 22. Furthermore, in the light of the Board's action I 
do not see anything that would be accomplished by my trying to 
reconstruct what I said. 

If the Board wishes to incorporate some of my views on 
the matter in their Minutes, I suggest that they attach to their 
Minutes my two memoranda, one of them entitled Remarks on the 
Nomination of Robert Bellah and the other entitled A RePly to 
the Dire'ctorahd Professor Geertz. If you have no copies of 
these, I shall be glad to make copies available to you. 

Mr. Minot c. Morgan, Jr. 
Secretary of the Board of Trustees 
Institute for Advanced Study 

Sincerely yours, 

~~~I~ 
Morton White 

Board of Trustees records: Board-General: Box 1: Special Mtg. Bd.  of Trustees 1-20-73  
From the Shelby White and Leon Levy Archives Center, Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, NJ, USA
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THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY 
PRINCETON, NEW JERSEY 08540 

SCHOOL OF MAT HEMATICS 

Mr. Minot C. Morgan, Jr. 
Fuld Hall 

Dear Mr. Morgan: 

January 23, 1973 

In view of the action taken by the Board of Trustees 
at their meeting on January twentieth, I feel it would be a 
total waste of time for me to try to reconstruct or e v en 
just summarize the statement I made there, from v ery 
sketchy notes. 

AB:MMM 

cc: H. Cherniss 
A. Selberg 
K. Setton 
M. White 

]i;Zs, 
A. Borel 

Board of Trustees records: Board-General: Box 1: Special Mtg. Bd.  of Trustees 1-20-73  
From the Shelby White and Leon Levy Archives Center, Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, NJ, USA



........ . '· 
RESPONSE& RECEIVED IN CONNECTION WITH SPECIAL MEETING OF BD. OF TRUSTEES - Sat. Jan. 20 .. 
DILWORTH - I am glad to waive notice of meeting in accordance with By-Law. Will attend 

meeting Saturday morning. - J.R. Dilworth 
FORRESTAL - Regarding call for a special Bd. meeting I hereby waive notice of time, place, 

ana purpose of meeting set for Jan. 20 . I expect to attend. M. Forrestal 

GRAY - Will attend special Board Meeting Saturday, Jan. 20. - Hanna H. Gray ,tJ~ ~-

HANSMANN - Letter: Unable to attend: Waive notice of meeting. 

HOUGHTON, James - I agree to waive notice of meeting of Bd. of Trustees, Sat. Jan. 20. 
Unsure aihthis nointdif I can attendAhbut will make every effort and let IAS 

LINDER Rnow Dy T urs. Kegar s, James K. ttou5 ton 
I hereby waive2uoti'ce fortsoecial mtg. Bd. of Trustees to be held Inst. Sat. morning, Jan. u. expec to De present. 

PETERSEN - Agree to waive the By-Laws for notice of special meeting called for Sat., 
Jan. 20 at 10:30 a.m. at IAS, Princeton. Will attend meeting. 

ROTH I hereby submit my w~iver pf notice fo~ Bd . Mtg. Sat., Jan. 20, 1973, and regret I will 
be unable to attend. 

SEGAL - I hereby waive notice of meeting in accordance with By-Law Article 3, Section 9. 

SIMON - Regret unable attend meeting Jan. 20. Hereby waive required necessary notice. 
Regards, Norton Simon 

SOLOW - Meeting notice waiver accepted. Solow 

STRAUS - I will attend meeting at 10:30 a.m., Sat. , Jan. 20 at the Inst. ~ ~. 

TAPLIN - in London until June 

WATSON - This is to notify you that I hereby waive notice of special meeting, Bd. of Trustees, 
called for 10:30 a.m. Sat., Jan. 20. Will be unable to attend this meeting. 

WHITEHEAD - I vote to waive 2 weeks notice as provided in By-Laws Article 3 Sec. 9 and 
shall attend meeting on Sat., Sept. 20. Elizabeth A. Whitehead 

Board of Trustees records: Board-General: Box 1: Special Mtg. Bd.  of Trustees 1-20-73  
From the Shelby White and Leon Levy Archives Center, Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, NJ, USA



THE INSTIT UTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY 
PRINCETON, NEW JERSEY 08540 

OFFICE OF THE GENERAL MANAGER January 19, 1973 

Mr. Minot C. Morgan, Jr., Secretary 
Board of Trustees 
The Institute for Advanced Study 
Princeton, New Jersey - 08540 

Dear Mr. Morgan: 

I hereby waive notice for 

the special meeting of the Board of 

Trustees to be held at the Institute 

Saturday morning, January 20th. 

Board of Trustees records: Board-General: Box 1: Special Mtg. Bd.  of Trustees 1-20-73  
From the Shelby White and Leon Levy Archives Center, Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, NJ, USA



THE INSTIT UTE FOR ADV AN CED STL'DY 
PRI NCETON, KEW JERSEY 08540 

OFFICE OF THB GENERAL MANAGER January 19, 1973 

Mr. Minot C, Morgan, Jr., Secretary 
Board of Trustees 
The Institute for Advanced Study 
Princeton, New Jersey - 08540 

Dear Mr. Morgan: 

I hereby waive notice for 

the special meeting of the Board of 

Trustees to be held at the Institute 

Saturday morning, January 20th. 

Board of Trustees records: Board-General: Box 1: Special Mtg. Bd.  of Trustees 1-20-73  
From the Shelby White and Leon Levy Archives Center, Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, NJ, USA



THE INSTITUTE FOR ADV AN CED STUDY 
PRINCETON, ?\EW JERSEY 08540 

OFFICE OF THE GENERAL MANAGER January 19, 1973 

Mr. Minot c. Morgan, Jr., Secretary 
Board of Trustees 
The Institute for Advanced Study 
Princeton, New Jersey - 08540 

Dear Mr. Morgan: 

I hereby waive notice for 

the special meeting of the Board of 

Trustees to be held at the Institute 

Saturday morning, January 20th. 

Board of Trustees records: Board-General: Box 1: Special Mtg. Bd.  of Trustees 1-20-73  
From the Shelby White and Leon Levy Archives Center, Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, NJ, USA



THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STL' DY 
PRINCETON, NEW JERSEY 08540 

OFFICE OF THE GENERAL MANAGER January 19, 1973 

Mr. Minot C. Morgan, Jr., Secretary 
Board of Trustees 
The Institute for Advanced Study 
Princeton, New Jersey - 08540 

Dear Mr. Morgan: 

I hereby waive notice for 

the special meeting of the Board of 

Trustees to be held at the Institute 

Saturday morning, January 20th. 

Board of Trustees records: Board-General: Box 1: Special Mtg. Bd.  of Trustees 1-20-73  
From the Shelby White and Leon Levy Archives Center, Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, NJ, USA



M ICHAEL V . FORRESTAL 

53 WALL STREET 

NEW YORK, N . Y. 1000 5 

January 16, 1973 

Mr. Minot c. Morgan, Jr., Secretary 
Institute for Advanced Study 
Princeton, New Jersey 

Dear Mike: 

I have today sent to you the following 
telegram: 

"Regarding call for special Board 
meeting, I hereby waive notice of time, 
place and purpose of meeting set for 
January 20, 1973. I expect to attend." 

Sincerely, 

Board of Trustees records: Board-General: Box 1: Special Mtg. Bd.  of Trustees 1-20-73  
From the Shelby White and Leon Levy Archives Center, Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, NJ, USA



THE INSTITUTE FOR ADV AN CED STUDY 
PRINCETON, NEW JE RSEY 085<1-o 

OFFICE OF THB GENERAL MANAGER January 19, 1973 

Mr. Minot C. Morgan, Jr., Secretary 
Board of Trustees 
The Institute for Advanced Study 
Princeton, New Jersey - 08540 

Dear Mr. Morgan: 

I hereby waive notice for 

the special meeting of the Board of 

Trustees to be held at the Institute 

Saturday morning, January 20th. 

Board of Trustees records: Board-General: Box 1: Special Mtg. Bd.  of Trustees 1-20-73  
From the Shelby White and Leon Levy Archives Center, Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, NJ, USA



THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY 
PRI NCETON, N EW JERSEY 08540 

OFFICE OF THE GENERAL MANAGER January 19, 1973 

Mr. Minot C. Morgan, Jr., Secretary 
Board of Trustees 
The Institute for Advanced Study 
Princeton, New Jersey - 08540 

Dear Mr. Morgan: 

I hereby waive notice for 

the special meeting of the Board of 

Trustees to be held at the Institute 

Saturday morning, January 20th. 

Board of Trustees records: Board-General: Box 1: Special Mtg. Bd.  of Trustees 1-20-73  
From the Shelby White and Leon Levy Archives Center, Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, NJ, USA



!!:!:! !! Telegram 

TBDIS6C1305)(2•112726E019)pD 01/19/73 1302 
Scs IPMRNCZ CSP 

ZCZC 4154330944 TDRN SAN FRANCISCO CA 22 01·19 0102P EST 
FON 6099244400 

MINOT C MORGAN JR, SECRETARY 
THE INSTITUTE F6R ADVANCED STUDY If~ ~ 
ftRINCETON NJ 
I HEREBY SUBMIT MY WAIVER OF NOTICE FOR BOARD MEETING SATURDAY 
JANUARY 20TH 1973 AND REGRET I WILL BE UNABLE TO ATTEND 

WILLIAM M ROTH 

SF-1201 (R5-e9) 

Board of Trustees records: Board-General: Box 1: Special Mtg. Bd.  of Trustees 1-20-73  
From the Shelby White and Leon Levy Archives Center, Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, NJ, USA



I hereby submit my waiver of notice for 

Board meeting Saturday, January 20, 1973, 

and regret I will be unable to attend. 

Wm. M. Roth 
San Francisco 
January 19, 1973 

Board of Trustees records: Board-General: Box 1: Special Mtg. Bd.  of Trustees 1-20-73  
From the Shelby White and Leon Levy Archives Center, Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, NJ, USA



-.-.- Lii Telegram western union 
NO. WDS. - CL. OF SVC. PO. OR COLL CASH NO. CHARGE TO THE ACCOUNT OF DOVER NIGHT TELEGRAM 

UNLESS BOX ABOVE IS CHECKED THIS 
MESSAGE WILL BE SENT AS A TELEGRAM 

Send the following message, subject to the terms on back hereof, which are hereby agreed to Jan~ 1973 11 

See below 
CARE OF 

TO . OR APT.NO • 

STREET &NO. TELEPHONE 

CITY & STATE ZIP CODE 

CALL~NG SPECIAL MEETING BOARD OF TRUSTEES INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY 

A':f REQUEST OF DIRECT.OR-.TO_CQNS.IDER A PROEOSED FACULTY AltQINTMENT_ FOR 

1 n • 3.CLA.M.- s.a.t.urda.y_, JAR. 20 AT._LA..S..._IN__ERI.NCETON. REQUEST YOU 

W.AIJ.7E__NOTICE AC..C.ORDING __T_OJ:Y-IAWS , ARTICLE !IL SECTION 9. BY REPLY - -

TELEGRAM-WRETHER-OR-NOT YOTI ABE ABI,E TO CQMR • 

Minot c! Morgan. Jr. 

--- Secretary 

'1'~. - Dilworth, Forrestal. GravJ Hansmann, Jas. Roughton, Linder, Petersen, 
-

Roth, Segal, Simon, Solow, Straus, Taplin, Watson, Whitehead 

SENDER'S TEL. NO. NAME & ADDRESS 

o~ -

' WU 1207 (A 5-69) 

Board of Trustees records: Board-General: Box 1: Special Mtg. Bd.  of Trustees 1-20-73  
From the Shelby White and Leon Levy Archives Center, Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, NJ, USA



I hereby waive notice for the special meeting 

of the Board of Trustees to be held at the 

Institute Saturday morning, January 20th. 

I expect to be present. 

Harold Linder 
January 19, 1973 

Board of Trustees records: Board-General: Box 1: Special Mtg. Bd.  of Trustees 1-20-73  
From the Shelby White and Leon Levy Archives Center, Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, NJ, USA



( 

( 

MGMCMDA CMDN 
l-005810A017 01/17/73 
TWX Fl DEL BK PHA 

053 PHILA PA 17 JAN 
ZIP 08540 

MINOT C MORGAN JR SECRETARY 
INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY 
PRINCETON, NEW JERSEY 08540 

'''ILi western union Mailgram 

AGREE TO WAIVE THE BY-LAWS FOR NOTICE OF SPECIAL MEETING 
CALLED FOR SATURDAY , JANUARY 20 AT 10:30 A.M. AT 
I NSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY,PRINCETON. I WILL ATTEND 
THE MEETING 
HOWARD C. PETERSON 
FIDELITY BANK 
PH I LA PA 1 9 1 0 9 

0913 EST 

MGMCIY!DA CMDN 

( 

( 

( 

l 

Board of Trustees records: Board-General: Box 1: Special Mtg. Bd.  of Trustees 1-20-73  
From the Shelby White and Leon Levy Archives Center, Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, NJ, USA



Check chc class of servicedemed: 
01herw1se this messa11< will ~ 

aenr as a &sr tclct;ram 

TELEGRAM 

DAY LETTER 

NIGHT LETTER 

$ 

s 

E 

NO. WOS. ·CL. OF SYC PD OR CCLL CASH NO. 

Send 1ht followini mtuoit, swb1tc1 to iht 1nms on back hereof, which are ltntb, qrud co 

Mr. Minot C. Morgan, Jr. 
Secretary 
The Institute for Advanced Study 
Princeton, New Jersey 08540 

/ INTERNATIONAL SERVICE ' 

Check the class o( serv1ccdcs1rcd; 
o th-.:rw1se the message will be 

sent ar rht full rare 

FULL RATE 
R. W. McFALL 

PRJ<SIDKNT 
LETTER TELEGRAM 

SHORE SH IP 

CHARGE TO THE ACCOUNT OF TIME FILED 

' 

January 16, 1973 

I hereby waive notice of meeting in accordance with by- law 
Article III Section 9. 

Martin E. Segal 

WUl.206 (R2-65) 

Board of Trustees records: Board-General: Box 1: Special Mtg. Bd.  of Trustees 1-20-73  
From the Shelby White and Leon Levy Archives Center, Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, NJ, USA



MARTINE. SEGAL 

1 CHASE MABRA.~ PLAZA 

N:sw Yo:IUI:. N. Y . 10005 

January 17, 1973 

Mr. Minot C. Morgan, Jr. 
Secretary 
The Institute for Advanced Study 
South Olden Lane 
Princeton, New Jersey 08540 

Dear Mr. Morgan: 

In Mr. Segal's absence from the office I am enclosing 
here a copy of a telegram which he dictated yesterday following 
receipt of your tel egram. Mr. Segal asked me to take this pre­
caution - in view of uncertainties with respect to both telegram 
and mai l deliveries. 

/bz 
Enclosure 

Sincerely yours, 

~t~ 
Secretary to 
Martin E. Segal 

Board of Trustees records: Board-General: Box 1: Special Mtg. Bd.  of Trustees 1-20-73  
From the Shelby White and Leon Levy Archives Center, Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, NJ, USA



R.-\LPH E. HA.'iSMA!,"1 

TREASCRER 

INSTITCTE FOR ADVA::\'CED STl-DY 
PRl:--:CET0::-..-. :--.E\\' ·JERSEY 08::>40 

January 16, 1973 

Dear Mike, 

THI' \Sl Hr' H'S OFFICE 

· ~ () \\' \ I l S T R E E T 

'\I-:\\' Y<>HI\. :'\t-:\\' YOH!\ 10005 

\\JJiTEll\L ~-IJl'..!7 

I received the notice of the Special Meeting 
of the Board of Trustees of the Institute for Ad­
vanced Study to be h eld on Saturday, January 
20, 1973. Unfortunately, I shall be unable to 
attend but I hereby waive the normal two-week 
notice of meetings. 

Mr. Minot C. Morgan, Jr. 
Secretary 
Institute for Advanced Study 
Princeton, New Jersey 

REH:BG 

Board of Trustees records: Board-General: Box 1: Special Mtg. Bd.  of Trustees 1-20-73  
From the Shelby White and Leon Levy Archives Center, Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, NJ, USA
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IU IOT C fl01t8AI 

llSTITUTI ro1t AIVAICE STUIY PRllCETOI IJ 

I VOTE TO VAIV! TVO V!IXS IOTICE AS PROVIDEI II BY LAVS 

ARTICLE 3 9£CTIOI t AID SHALL ATTEID flEITllG OI SATUltlAY 

SEPT 20 

!LIZAllTH A WHIT!H!I 

Board of Trustees records: Board-General: Box 1: Special Mtg. Bd.  of Trustees 1-20-73  
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' 

THE DIRECTOR 

THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY 
PRINCETON, NEW JERSEY 08540 

Telephonc-609-924-HOO 

January 16, 1973 

Memorandum to the Board of Trustees 

Ladies and Gentlemen: 

The special meeting of the Board called for Saturday, 
January 20, 1973 at 10:30 a.m. in the Institute's Board Room, as you 
know, will be concerned with the proposed appointment of Robert Bellah 
as Professor in the Social Science Program. In connection with this 
appointment, I am sending you the following materials: 

(1) a curriculum vitae and bibliography of Robert Bellah 
together with a statement on his work by Professor 
Geertz; 

(2) the minutes of the meeting of the Ad Hoc Committee con­
vened to advise the Faculty on Bellah's qualifications; 

(3) letters from the five members of the Ad Hoc Committee 
written after the meeting plus a letter from John Hall 
of Yale University, written at my invitation; 

(4) a memorandum by Professor White together with some 
letters solicited by him; 

(5) some letters solicited by Professor Montgomery; 

(6) the draft minutes of the meeting of the Faculty at which 
all of the material above was before the Faculty and 
discussed; 

(7) a letter from Professor Dyson. 

There may be additional materials in the way of letters, etc. 
from the members of the Faculty which will be· before you on Saturday. 

Cordially, 

l {-· 
Carl Kaysen 

Mesdames Gray, Whitehead; Mes srs. Dilworth, Forrestal, Hansmann, J. Houghton, 
Linder, Petersen, Roth, Segal, Simon, Solow, Straus, Taplin, Watson 

cc: Mr. Hochschild 

* - already received 

Board of Trustees records: Board-General: Box 1: Special Mtg. Bd.  of Trustees 1-20-73  
From the Shelby White and Leon Levy Archives Center, Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, NJ, USA



THE DIRECTOR 

THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY 
PRINCETON, NEW JERSEY 085+0 

Telephonc-609-9 24-4400 

January 16, 1973 

Memorandum to the Board of Trustees 

Ladies and Gentlemen: 

The special meeting of the Board called for Saturday, 
January 20, 1973 at 10:30 a . m. in the Institute's Board Room, as you 
know, will be concerned with the proposed appointment of Robert Bellah 
as Professor in the Social Science Program. In connection with this 
appointment, I am sending you the following materials: 

(1) a curriculum vitae and bibliography of Robert Bellah 
together with a statement on his work by Professor 
Geertz; 

(2) the minutes of the meeting of the Ad Hoc Committee con­
vened to advise the Faculty on Bellah's qualifications; 

(3) letters from the five members of the Ad Hoc Committee 
written after the meeting plus a letter from John Hall 
of Yale University, written at my invitation; 

(4) a memorandum by Professor White together with some 
letters solicited by him; 

(5) some letters solicited by Professor Montgomery; 

(6) the draft minutes of the meeting of the Faculty at which 
all of the material above was before the Faculty and 
discussed; 

(7) a letter from Professor Dyson. 

There may be additional materials in the way of letters, etc. 
from the members of the Faculty which will be before you on Saturday. 

Cordially, 
/ 'jf 
( / /-:--. 

Carl Kaysen 

Mesdames Gray, Whitehead; Messrs. Dilworth, Forrestal, Hansmann, J. Houghton, 
Linder, Petersen, Roth, Segal, Simon, Solow, Straus, Taplin, Watson 

cc: Mr . Hochschild 

* - already received 

Board of Trustees records: Board-General: Box 1: Special Mtg. Bd.  of Trustees 1-20-73  
From the Shelby White and Leon Levy Archives Center, Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, NJ, USA



VrrA 

Robert N. Bellah 

Ford Professor of Sociology and Comparative Studies, University of California, 
Berkeley. 

Born, February 23, 1927; married) four children. 

Degrees: B.A., sumraa CtL'"Tl laude, Harvard, 1950; Ph.D., · Sociology and Far 
Eastern La..1auages, Harvard, 1955. · 

Research and teaching experience: 

Research Associate Institute for Islamic Studies, 
McGill University, 1955-57. 

Research Associate Center for Middle Eastern Studies, 
Harvard University, 1957-58. 

Lecturer Department of Socia: Relations, 
Harvard University, 1958-61. 

Fulbright Research Grantee Tokyo, Japan, 1960-61. 

Associate Professor of 
Sociology & Regional Studies Harvard University, 1961-66. 

Fellow Center for Advanced Studies in the 
Behavioral Sciences, Stanford, 1964-65. 

Professor of Sociology Harvard University, 1966-67. 

Present position 1967-

Chairman Center for Japanese end Korean Studies, 
University of California, Berkeley, 
1968-

Board of Trustees records: Board-General: Box 1: Special Mtg. Bd.  of Trustees 1-20-73  
From the Shelby White and Leon Levy Archives Center, Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, NJ, USA



BIBLIOGRAP.IY 

Robert N. Bellah 

1952 

Apache Kin:; hi? Syster.:s (Harvard Phi Beta. i<appa Prize Essay for 1950), 
Harvard Univcrsi~y Press . 

1957 

To1rugawa Reli~i~, F'::"cc Press, 1957. (Japanese Translation: Nihon 
K . d . . -· - · - R. . ''. . h r.i ' l r..t:..2 ) i n a~.-::D. c.o "nlli~yo l 1:-.=i, l'1i.ra1s a, J;.Otcyo, ;;rv • 

1958 

''T"ne Place of Religion in Hu-nan Action," The Review of :Religion, 22, . 
pp. 137-154. 

''Religious Aspects of 1.fodcr n i zation in 'I\lr!~ey and Japan," The A.r.1erican 
Journal of Soc~olo::y, 64, pp . 1-5. (Reprinted in Lipset and 
Smelser : Sociolo0:1 , '2-.e P::-o;;::-ess of a Decc.C.e, 1961; O'Brien, 
Schrag and ,1.;artin : Readi:i;s in General Sociol ogy, 3rd edition, 
1964; etc.) 

ReView of Charles R. Kaut, The Western A:,oacC:e Cla.."1 Syste;:; : Its Origin 
and Develop~e~t, A:::erica..! /~!~;i.:-o?olo;is~ , bO, pp . 5b6-587. 

ReView of J. Milton Yi~er, Religion, Society a.!d ~he L!dividual, ATierican 
Anthropologis~, 60, pp . 3b2-303. 

1959 

"Durkheim and F.istory, " A-::erica~ Sociol o.:;ic.31. ~e'.rie;1, 24, pp . 447-461. 
(Reprinted in Cahn.-::a.! and :aos ;w:O:f : Soc~olo,;y and Histor y , 1964; 
Robert A. Nisbet , i!:.":'lile D-.z~:i:e:L"';l , 19·6, .) 

RevieY of Norman Jacobs, The Orir;in of ~·;oc.c::-n Ce!)ita.lism and Eastern 
Asia, A."';lcricaJ1 Sociolo~ico.1 ~e·tie·t1, 21+, :;ip . 921-522. 

Review of Mox Weber, The Rclip;ion of India, A;;-,erican Sociological Review, 
24, PP• 731-733· 

\ 
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"Religious Tradition a..1d Histo:rical cr.anGe, II TrD.ns~ctions of' the 
Ins ti t-..:.tc o;.· .;::l?U...11c:;e Ctl ture <l.."ld Clv.::;s ics, ;;o. d, Kokucc:i..;min 
University, Tok;yo, pp . 303-311. (Also in Japanese tranclntion.) 

''Nihon Kindaika no J\yu."';li," ("The Pa.th of Jo.pa.n's :'1oC.ernization"), 
Daihorin, Tolqo, 23, pp. 26-35. 

"T'ne Relic;ious Situation i n the Far East," The !fo ... -va:-d Divinity 
Bulletin, 26, pp. 27-38. 

1963 

.· 

"Values and Socitl Change in Noder n Japan," in J\sie.n Culturcl Studiec, 
III, I nternal.iono.l. Cr:istian Universit~, Tol<yo, pp . 13-56. 
(Also in Japanese translation.) 

'Reflections on the Protesta:.t Ethic Analogy in Asia," Tne Journal 
of Social I ssue:;, 19, P?· 52-60. (Re?rint ed in S. N. Eisenstadt: 
Tne Prol.es"t:.::.:::. r:t:.ic 8...-:d Hv.ier:lizatio:i . ) 

"It Doesn't Go Far Enough " (Review of J. A. T. Robinson: Honest to God), 
Christianity e..-:d Crisis, 23, pp . 200-201 . 

'Religious Evolutio:i:'l," A:::erica.11 Sociolo~iccl ~evie·,,, 29, pp . 358-374. 
(Reprinted in Lessa and Vq3t : ?.eadcr in Co::-.paratiire Religion, 
1965, etc.) 

''Resem-ch Chronicle: ':'o'.~c~·iC::. "cteli£;io:i," in Philip E . Ifo .. 7 .. "':lond, ed., 
Sociolo::;ists nt 1:0:::-:·:, 3asic i:>oo:'i:s , 1964, pp . 142-160. 

"-Iena,:sa Sabu:ro a.~d tr.a Sez=oc:"l for ~:aa:.ir.~ in Modern Jap2..."1, " in it.arius 
Ja...1se:-i, ed ., C":1.::....1~:.:-::: Jo.?.:...-:e:;e Attit'\,;.d.Cs To~.~d ~·:ocie:rniz<J.tion , 

Princeton, 1 $05, ?P · 309-423 . (Also in Jnpw"1csc "t:rn.."1~la~ion .) 

' 
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"Japan's Culturcl Ide::rtity: So::-.e Re:f'lections on the Work of Watsuji 
Tetsu:-o, 11 Jct::.~::-.~ of A:;ian Studies, pp. 573-594. (Japanese 
translntion in T~r:co, 1906.) 

"?­
Rel iGion a"d Pro""':'ess in !·'.odern Asia, edited, with an introduction and \ 

epilo.:;t:e, ?ree Press , pp. l:c-xxv, 1_68-229. J 

"Father a::C. So::. in Cr.rist:c:?...~ity ana Co:i::~cia."lis;::;," Tl:e Psyc!':oar:alytic 
Review, 52, pp . 236-258. 

1966 

''.Religious Sy:;te:-as, " i::i E. Z. Vogt and Et'tel 1'.lbert, ec'!s., The People 
of Ri:72"o~l\:, Haxvard University ?ress, pp. 227-264. 

"Words for Paul Tillich, " Harvard Divi!J.i t7 :Bulletin, 30, pp. 15-16. 

"Japanese Religion an.d· World Civilization," Yo:-:liuri Shir.:bun, Tokyo, 
January. 

Review of David E. Apter, T:-.e -:Polit::.cs of i·'.oder::"!i~ation, A-::erican Sociolor:::ical 
Review, 31, PP• . 263-269 . 

"Civil Religio:i. i:i. A.""::erica, " Dz.eC.tlus, Winter, pp. 1-21. (Reprinted 
with Co::-.:::entar::r a:;.G. ::-c joi:ld.er in Dor.ald Cutler, ed., 'Y:ie :tel i ; :!.ous 
Situatio:-1: 19~8, :3~c::.con, 1968; !·1cLou.;:11.in and i3ellah, Reli.5iO~ 
in k;e:-ic 4!.. ) 

Review of Werr:er Sta?'k, T".::e Sociolo8:'' of ?.eligioil, Vols. I and II, 
Sociolo:::;ical fa:.ci~,-:;is, 2b . 

1968 

''Religion, SocioloG"J of," Intcrna~imml E;"lcyclo::pedia of the Social Scie:ices, 
1968, pp. 4o6-414. 

·~1:eaninG c:?...1d i·~oder:.ization, II Relig ious s:.uC.ies, 4, pp. 37-45. (Japanese 
Transle:tion in :.:::.s-.i:::.-..:.) 1966.) 
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"The Sociology of Relision," in Talcott Parsons, ed., K..Tlowled.:se and 
~ociety, Voice of ·f.r::erica Fol"\Z'1 Lectures, 1568, pp. 231-245. 

"T'ne Proble::J.s of Violence in Develo:;>inG Co~"'ltries, " in Harold W. Fildey, 
ed., Ethical I.35t:cs i:-i A7.e!'ica:i. Li:fc, Report No. 6, Southern Regional 
Education Bo~·u Se~in~s for uourr:al.ists. 

"Shinto c.r.d r-'.oC.er::iza.tio:i," in Cor:-:.i!'luity a::d Ct.o.r.se, ?roceedin~s of the 
Seco:-.C:. I::-.'..:c-;:-r.2.~ic:::Q Co:::e::-e::c~ :c:.· s ::.:.r_·:;o St-;.;.dies, Ins-..i tu"te for 
Japc..'1.es.:: Cd;:,t::.·e :::.d Clcssics 1 t~O~\.~~:ui:i ur.iversity, To}:;yo> 1968, pp 158-162. 
(Also in Ja?~nese tra~sla.tio:i.) 

Reli.:;ion i!1 .r"l.:::e:::-ica., \·Tillia.-:i G. l·:cLout;hlin and Robert N. Bellah, eds., 
Houghton i:-:if.:lin (?aperback, .Ozacon Press). 

Review of l·:erner Stark, Tl:e SocioloG::( of Religion, Vol. III, Sociological 
Analysis, 29. 

Review of Part 2 of Donald R. Cutler, ed., T~e Reli~ious Situatio!1 1968, 
Journal for tC.e Scienti::c S-:1:.i~r o:' Rcli~ion, 7, pp . 290-291. 

Review of Herbert ~·T . 3icnardson, To;~"'.rd 2.!1 A:;:eric~:i Ti:eologiJ, Harvard 
· Divinity Sc::-.ool ::C.ii!.le'vin, };e;r Series 1, pp . lb-19. 

"Japan, Asia, Rel:.gion," SocioloG:cal Incuiry, Vol. 39, No. 1, Winter 1969, 
pp. 93-95. 

''Tr2Ilscender:ce in Con~e;-;:po:rc.ry Piety, 11 in lieroert W. Richardson a.nd 
Donald R . Cutle:-, eds., 'D:-2..::sce:-,dcr:ce, 2ea.co:i Press. (A slig:1.-:.ly 
earlie::- ve~s:.o~ ap~e.::.red i~ ~~r.21.d ?.. Cutler, ed., 'Y~e Relig ious 
Situc~:o~, 1569. ) 1969, P? · 85-97 . 

"The Dyna..;iics of i-:'orsnip, 11 in !·~yron B. Eloy, Jr., ed., 11.ulti-l•:edia 
Worship, S2abuxy, 1969, pp . 53-69. 

Preface to David Little, Order, Reli.c:ion ar.d Law, Harper Torchbook Original, 
1969, PP• iii-v. 
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1970 

"Christia:l Realist:l," guest editori::il in Theolo'!V' Toca:v, 26, pp. 367-370. 

Beyond Eel ii=:': Essays on Reli!!'ion in a ?ost-Tradi tiona l World , Harper and 
Row, 1970. 

Review of ITor;;:an O. 3~cwn, Love's Eodv,_:fiston' of Reli'.'Z;ions, vol. 9, no. 4, 
l>iay, 1970, P?• 352-357· 

"Confessions o:, D ?o::-::-.er ::::stab lis:r::ent Fu::ja::.e::-.talist," Bulletin of t :;e 
Council fo::- t:-:c S:;_:C.:r o:, ~eli!:":.on, I, 3, 1970, ?P• 3-6. 

"Christia!'li ty a::d Sy:.:oo:ic Realisi.1" ar.d 11:!.iesponsc to Co::i..1,e nts on 'Christia!'.i ty 
and Sy;:f;Jolic n ealisi:. ', 11 .;our i:al o:: tr.e Sci e::tific Stud~r of Relip;:ion, 
vol. 9, no . 2, St:!l:.:er 1970, page s b9-96, 112-il). 

"Islamic Tradition ar:d the ?roblens of Modernization," I nternational 'Yearboo~ 
of the Sociolo:ry o~ ?.eli5io~, vol. 6, 1970, PP• 65-02. 

1971 

"Evil and the A::ierican zthcs," in X:::vi tt Sa:n.ford and Craig Co:::istock (Eds.), 
Sanctions f ey ~vil, Jo3sey-Bass, 1971, pp. 177-191. 

"c'ontinuity a1"d Char!ge in Ja?anese Society," in Be:r-nar d Barber and Alex 
Inkeles (Zds . ) , S:a~ility ar.d Social Cha::~e , Little, l3rown, 1971, . 
PP• 377-404 . 

"The iiistorical Eac:~.;::-ou:id. of Unbe2.ief," and "Betwee:i Reli gion ar.d Social 
Science, 11 in 3.occo Caporde a:::: A.."'lt o::-,io Gru.":".elli (:::ds . ) , ':!ie C~lt'..:.:"e o:: 
Unbelief, u:iivers ity of Califor:lia ?ress, 1971, pp . 39-52 and. 271-293. 

''Brow:n in ?eYS?ective : A Co:;w;enterJ o:i Love's :Ocdy, 11 So-:.ir.di:::2:s, Winter 1971, 
PP• 450-1~59 . 

1972 

11Religio:: in the U::ivc:-s i ty : c:-.a::gi!ig Conscio:.:.sr:ess, Char.gins Structures," 
in Claude Wel~:i (3d . ), Reli:::io::. :.:!'1 t::'2 U:,deY:::::.;duete C-:.i:::-::-icult..:.:::, 
Association of A::e:"i~an Coile.;es, :·:c:si1i~i;;t.o::, :J. C., l~n2, pp . 13-18 . 

"Intellectunl a::!d Society in Japan, 11 Daecal:.4s, Spring 1972, pp. 89-115. 

Forthcoming 

Emile Durkheim on '.'-~orality and Society, selected, edited and with an intro­
duc tion by Robert ~ . Bellah , Unive r si ty of Chicago Press , Heritage of 
Sociology Series , 1973 . 

The Deepes t Day : Studies in the Mythic Dimens i on of American Culture . (The 
Weil Lec tures) . 

- · ----- . 
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THE WORK OF ROBERT N. BELLAH 

Bellah's work has been mainly in the sociology of religion as 

a theoretical field, the comparative study of religion and ideology in 

modernizing societies, and the social and cultural history of Japan . He 

continues to be active in all of these fields with current emphases that 

will be mentioned below. 

Starting from Talcott Parsons' interpretation of European 

tradition of the sociology of religion represented in France by Emile 

Durkheim, in Germany by Max Weber, Bellah has viewed religion as a system 

of symbo l s by means of which individual personalities are organized and 

social life sustained. His earlier work on religious evolution 

(Beyond Belief, Chapter 2), which has stimulated scholarly study in a 

number of fields, dealt with the changing structure of religion in socie­

ties at different levels of social complexity. More recently he has be­

come concerned with the nature of religious symbol systems and the ways 

in which they differ from other kinds of symbol systems (Beyond Belief, 

Part III) and is planning a general book on the place of religion in 

human action focussing on the unique features of religious symbols. 

As part of his comparative study of religion and ideology in 

modernizing societies he has contributed studies dealing with Japan, China 

and the Islamic world (Beyond Belief, Part II) as well as a general 

typology (Epilogue to Religion and Progress in Modern Asia) . In these 

studies together with his book on early modern Japan (Tokugawa Religion) 

he was interested in the contribution of religion and ideology to the 

process of modernization. More recently he has become interested in what 

pre-modern religions, by prov iding images of man and the world different 

from those dominant in the contemporary West, may have to offer to the 

attempt of modern societies to solve their problems . 

In 1967 Bellah published an essay, "Civil Religi on in America" 

(Beyond Belief, Chapter 9), that applied some of his general thinking 

about the role of rel i gion in developing countries to the American case. 

This essay has been widely reprinted and has stimulated considerable 

scho l arly discussion and research. As a result of this interest Bellah 

was asked to expand the earlier essay in giving the Weil Lectures at 

Hebrew Union College in the fall of 1971. That manuscript is now in the 
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process of revision and expansion and will be published as The Deepest Day: 

Studies in the Mythic Dimension of American Culture. It will emphasize the 

many forms in which the eschatological note has been sounded in America and 

the variety of ways in which American history has been interpreted as sal­

vation history. 

In an effort to understand better the phenomenon known as the 

counter-culture in America, Bellah is working with Charles Y. Glock of the 

University of California at Berkeley in a study of youth and student 

religious consciousness in the San Francisco Bay Area. The research staff 

consists of six or seven graduate students who are conducting participant 

observation studies of various religious groups and are collaborating to 

prepare a questionnaire survey to be administered by the Survey Research 

Center of the University of California to a sample of persons between the 

ages of 18 and 30 in the Bay Area. The collaboration of Bellah and Glock 

and their students is intended to produce a more sensitive survey instru­

ment than those usually employed in this field. The entire study is 

designed to provide a better empirical base to generalizations about 

youth culture in America today. 

Bellah has long been inter ested in the history of sociology and 

of modern European social thought both for their own sake and as examples 

of cultural innovation in modernizing societies. He has been particularly 

interested in Emile Durkheim, publishing an essay on "Durkhe im and History" 

in 1959. He has recently compieted a critical reading of all the writings 

of Durkheim as the basis for a volume of selections to be published in the 

Heritage of Sociology Series of the University of Chicago Press. Five of 

the selections are translated for the first time and Bellah has provided the 

book with a substantial introduction which is a short intellectual biography 

of Durkheim. 

Recently Rellah has become interested in modern Italy; and he has 

joined a number of American and Western European historians and social 

scientists, who are not specialists on Italy, in taking a look at modern 

Italian society. Bellah's assignment is in the area of religion and 

ideology. Among other things he is interested in exploring some of the 

parallels between modern Italian and modern Japanese thought--the influence 

of German idealism, the influence of Marx ism--especially as they relate to 

the ethos of fascism in the two countries. 

The area of Bellah's primary specialization is Japan,and Japanese 

is the only oriental language that he use s regularly, although he has also 

studied Chinese and Arabic . His fir s t major research in the Japan field 
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dealt with the Tokugawa Period (1600-1868) and applied an analogy to Max 

Weber's thesis about the role of Protestantism in Europe to early modern 

Japan. The book Tokugawa Religion which resulted from this study describes 

the place of religion and values in traditional Japanese society and their 

implications for the economy and the polity. The book also contains a 

detailed study based on primary materials of a merchant class religious and 

ethical movement, Shingaku. 

Subsequently Bellah has become interested in the fate of tradition­

al Japanese values, ethics and worldview in the modern century. As a way in 

to this study he has been interested in a series of leading Japanese inter­

preters of Japanese culture and history, men who have influenced the modern 

Japanese sense of Japan. In 1965 he published two studies of such men, one 

of Watsuji Tetsuro and one on Ienaga Suburo. He is presently at work on a 

more substantial study of one of the most influential of modern Japanese 

intellectuals, Miki Kiyoshi. Miki began his scholarly life as a disciple 

of Japan's leading modern philosopher, Nishida Kitarb, in the ambience of 

German idealism and existentialism, as well as Japanese Buddhist phi losophy. 

Miki's first book was on Pascal, to whom he turned in Paris after spending a 

year in Germany where Heidegge~ was his private tutor. Returning to Japan 

in the middle 20's Miki soon became one of the leading interpreters of 

Marxism. His humanistic and sophisticated Marxism is easily the most cre­

ative Japanese work done in that tradition even up to the present time. In 

the late 30's Miki and other former leftists became part of the brain trust 

of Prince Konoe, the last prime minister before Tojo, and drew up some docu­

ments that became the key ideological statements of Japan's wartime ideology. 

Late in the war Miki was arrested for hiding a Communist in his house and 

died in prison. Miki's last unfinished work, written in prison, was concerned 

with Shinran, the greatest Japanese figure in the Pure Land Buddhist tradition. 

Miki's life and work was a microcosm of the chief trends in Japanese thought 

and culture between 1920 and 1945 and provides an excellent point of entry 

into the study of modern Japanese culture. 

Bellah's interests still span the traditional and modern phases of 

Japanese development as two recent essays, "Continuity and Change in Japanese 

Society" and "Intellectual and Society in Japan" show. He has just begun a 

collaboration with three historians of Japan, Najita, Harootunian and Scheiner, 

to develop an interpretive understanding of the underlying structure of 

Japanese culture. The group plans an. analysis of key texts in Japanese social 

and political thought from the 18th to the early 20th centuries, as well as 

the analysis of patterns of religious and social ritual and other stylized 
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interactions from the same period. All four have worked on both Tokugawa 

and modern Japan but from differing angles. Najita has worked on Neo­

Confucian thinkers and Harootunian on Shinto thinkers both mainly of samurai 

and wealthy peasant background; Bellah has worked on middle level merchants 

and Scheiner on the ethos and social movements of peasants. It is hoped that 

the group will begin to discern not only what is distinctly Japanese but some 

of the main axes of variation within the traditional culture and eventually 

the fate of these variations in the last one hundred years. 

RELATION OF BELLAH'S WORK TO THE SOCIAL SCIENCE PROGRAM 

The importance of Robert Bellah's work, taken as a whole, lies in 

its contribution to what has been one of the major concerns of sociology 

since its inception: the effects of ideas on social behavior . He has 

sought to avoid both the materialist reductionism of the Marxist tradition, 

in which systems of thought tend to disolve into mere epiphenomena of 

supposedly harder realities, and the idealist reductionism of the Hegelian 

tradition, which they tend to turn into autonomous objects floating free 

of historical contexts and social roots. 

As in traditional societies--and notably in the pre- and early­

modern Japan that has been Bellah's main scholarly focus--religion tends to 

be the major locus of systematic thought, his work in that field needs to 

be seen in the context of his broader concern: how comes it that mere ideas 

have so powerful an effect on the course of social evolution. His more 

recent interest in American religious ideas is but an extension of this 

central interest, and promises to change radically our conceptions both of 

what Americans believe and what difference it makes. 

For a program dedicated to clarifying the processes of social 

change, now and in the past, and all too likely, given the general 

character of social science research in the United States, to fall into a 

mechanistic view of things, Bellah is an invaluable addition. 

I have known and worked with Robert Bellah for 20 years. Though 

his work has been more on the level of the structure and development of 

idea systems as such and mine on the way in which ideas are embodied in 

concrete sociological, political and economic processes, our interests 

are fully complementary. There is no social scientists in the country for 

whom I have more respect and no one whom I should more wish to have 

associated with me in developing our program in the determining years 

innnediately ahead. 

CLIFFORD GEERTZ 
October 4, 1972 

Board of Trustees records: Board-General: Box 1: Special Mtg. Bd.  of Trustees 1-20-73  
From the Shelby White and Leon Levy Archives Center, Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, NJ, USA



Dear Dr. Kaysen: 

THE UNIVERSITY OF CHICAGO 

COM M ITTEE ON SOCIAL THOUGHT 
CHICAGO • ILLINOIS 60637 

December 13, 1972 

I am writing to you about Professor Robert Bellah: Professor Bellah 
is without any doubt one of the foremost sociologists of the Unit e d 
States, and for that matter, of the entire international profession of 
sociologists . In his own generation, with the exception of Professor 
Clifford Geertz and Professor S.N. Eisenstadt, there is no one who is 
his equal in the very important fields of comparative macrosociology 
and the sociology of religion. He is very exceptional among sociologists 
in his knowledge of Japanese and his scholarly knowledge of the literature 
on the culture and society of Japan. If to this one adds a scholarly 
knowledge of Islam, one readily sees what an exceptional figure he is 
in sociology. 

He has very considerable imaginative powers as well as a 
meticulousness of scholarship, two qualities whi ch do not often go 
together . He has, furthermore, an excellent mastery of sociological 
theory. He has always had a very strong theoretical concern running 
concurre ntly with and in active interaction with his more specialized 
interests in religion and in the Far East. 

I must confess that Professor Bellah's popular religious writings 
do not please me, not only because I disagree wi th them, but also 
because their permeation with an attitude of distrust toward institutions 
which is often associated with ambivalence about the traditional forms 
of scholarly activity in our civilization. In fa irness to Professor 
Bellah, however , I must also point out that his most recent work on 
Durkheim is a model of scholarship. It manifests the scholarly good 
taste which one feels ent itled to e~ from a person at the highes t 
level of intellectual accomplishment. 

I would like to take the opportunity at this time to reply to a 
question which was asked during the meeting of 3 December, but which was 
passed over. The question bore on relative merits of Professor James 
Coleman and Professor Be llah. Professor Coleman is of course a very 
outstanding person . His merits however are very different from Professor 
Be llahr s . Professor Bellah is a scholar, a man of gr eat erudition. 
Professor Coleman is a very outstanding sociological technician. As a 
quantitative research worker, he has of course a great lead over 
Professor Be llah , who has not up until r e c e ntly done that kind of work . 
Professor Be llah, on the other hand, is a man of ideas, rich in content 
and broad in scope. Professor Coleman is far behind Professor Bellah in 
this respect. For the kind of program in the std dy of social change which 
has been drawn up for the Institute, there is simply no compar ison 
between the fittingness of Professor Be llah and that of Professor Col eman. 
That kind of program requires deep learning about the great civilizations 
of the world as well as a differentiated and large-scale sociological 
imagination. Professor Bellah is especially well-equipped in these 
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respects and Professor Coleman, with all due respect, would be a 
tyro in such work . 

Dr. Carl Kaysen 
The Institute for Advanced Study 
Princeton, New Jersey 

sincerely, 

Edward Shils 

2. 
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