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Abstract

Among the numerous kalam works by the Imami al-Sharif al-Murtada (d. 436/1044), his
Kitab al-Mulakhkhas and his Kitab al-Dhakhira are his most comprehensive writings in
this discipline. The relation between the two works and their respective transmission
is discussed. The Kitab al-Dhakhira is also incompletely preserved in the transcrip-
tion of the Karaite scholar ‘Al b. Sulayman al-Maqdisi, completed in Fustat in Rajab
472/December 1079-January 1080 (National Library of Russia, St. Petersburg, Ms. RNL
Arab. 1m1). The codex is described in detail, and its implications for our knowledge of

the transmission of the work are analyzed.
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For Patricia Crone

Among the numerous kalam works by the prominent Twelver Shi‘1 theolo-
gian al-Sharif al-Murtada (b. 355/967, d. 436/1044), two stand out as his most
comprehensive writings in this discipline, viz. his Kitab al-Mulakhkhas and
his Kitab al-Dhakhira, neither of which can be dated precisely.! As the author
explains in the concluding remarks to the latter work, he had initially planned
the Kitab al-Dhakhira to be a concise book since more detailed expositions
would be given in the comprehensive Mulakhkhas. However, when he real-
ized that he would be unable to continue dictating the latter work he gradually
expanded his discussions in the Kitab al-Dhakhira when touching upon topics
that had not been covered in the Mulakhkhas. This, al-Murtada apologetically
states, explains the unevenness between the concise style of the early sections
of the Dhakhira as against the increasingly comprehensive discussions in the
later parts of the work. He therefore advises his readers to consult both books
whose contents complement each other.? That al-Murtada never completed

also due to Camilla Adang, Hassan Ansari and Gregor Schwarb for comments on an earlier
draft of this paper.

1 Al-Sharif al-Murtada, al-Dhakhira fi ‘ilm al-kalam, ed. Ahmad al-Husayni. Qum 1411[/1990—
1991] and al-Mulakhkhas fi usul al-din, ed. Muhammad Rida Ansari Qummi, Tehran 1381
[/2002]. Abulsater (The Climax of Speculative Theology, p. 38) suggests that al-Murtada had
abandoned the continution of his Mulakhkhas before 417/1026.

2 Al-Sharif al-Murtada, Dhakhira, p. 607:10-16:
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On the relation between the two works, see also Abulsater, The Climax of Speculative Theology,
pp- 381.
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52 SCHMIDTKE

the Kitab al-Mulakhkhas is confirmed by Abt I-Hasan Muhammad b. Muham-
mad b. Ahmad al-Busrawi (d. 443/1051) who states in his list of al-Murtada’s
writings that the Kitab al-Mulakhkhas was left incomplete (nagis).® A further
indication that the Mulakhkhas was left unfinished is the lack of references to
the work in the later chapters of the commentary on al-Murtada’s Jumal al-
‘ilm wa-l-‘amal—whether it is an autocommentary or was rather composed by
al-Karajiki is debated among scholars—as against the first chapters which are
devoted to the divine attributes, in which the author refers to the work at sev-
eral occasions.* Agha Buzurg al-Tihrani describes the only extant manuscript of
the work, that was at the time in the possession of Shaykh al-Islam al-Zanjanj,
to consist of four fascicles (ajza’, sg. juz’)—a codicological division that may
have originated with the author himself.> While the codex is missing in the
beginning (about one fifth of the first fascicle is missing) it covers the sections
devoted to God and His attributes as well as parts of the section on divine
justice—bab al-kalam fi l-sifat, bab al-kalam fi nafy al-ru’ya, bab al-kalam fi l-
‘adl, bab al-kalam fi l-irada, bab al-kalam fi -kalam, bab al-kalam fi [-makhlug
and, in fascicle four, bab al-kalam fi l-istita‘a. The few chapters contained in fas-
cicle four have in fact been gleaned from the Kitab al-Dhakhira. The manuscript
belongs nowadays to the Parliamentary Library in Tehran (Ms. Majlis 86070
[formerly 9632]), and it has served as the basis for the edition by Muhammad
Rida Ansari Qummi who has published the first three fascicles, fascicle three
ending in the middle of the discussion of al-kalam fi [-makhliig.6 At the end of
Fascicle Two, the date 4 Dhii]-Qa‘da 1037/6 July 1628 is given by the anonymous
scribe.”

3 Al-Murtada had issued an ijaza for al-Busrawi (dated Sha‘ban 417/September—October 1026)
allowing him to transmit all works included in that list. The text of the jjaza including the list
of al-Murtada’s writings is quoted by Afandi, Riyad al-‘ulama’, vol. 4, pp. 38—39; vol. 5, p. 158.
See also ‘Abd al-Razzaq Muhyi al-Din, Adab al-Murtada min siratihi wa-atharihi, Baghdad
1957, pp. 1311f,; Abulsater, The Climax of Speculative Theology, pp. 43f—Cf. also Aghé Buzurg,
al-Dharta, vol. 22, p. 210.

4 Sharh Jumal al-ilm wa-l-‘amal, pp. 51, 78. The work is replete with references to earlier works
by al-Murtada; see also below, n. 12.

5 Aghé Buzurg, al-Dharia, vol. 22, p. 210.

6 For a detailed description of the codex, see the editor’s introduction to the Mulakhkhas,
pp- 32 ff. Copies of the codex are preserved in the Mar‘ashi library (cf. http://www.aghabozorg
.ir/showbookdetail.aspx?bookid=193173 [consulted o1/1/2013]), and in the Markaz-i ihya-yi
mirath-i islami (http://www.aghabozorg.ir/showbookdetail.aspx?bookid=191567 [consulted
01/11/2013]), both in Qum.

7 Mulakhkhas, p. 334. For this manuscript, see also cf. Mujam al-turath al-kalami, vol. 5, p. 243
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Other than what was the case with his Mulakhkhas, there is no doubt that
al-Murtada had completed his Kitab al-Dhakhira. However, the extant manu-
scripts of the work are clearly all partial and the entire scope of the book is
beyond our knowledge. When Ahmad al-Husayni1 prepared his edition of the
Dhakhira, which was published in 1411/1990-1991, he consulted the following
copies:

(1) Ms. Astana Quds (Mashhad) 3244 (Ms. Mashhad, Ilahiyyat 14905). The
manuscript was transcribed by a certain ‘Ali b. Kamal al-Din ‘Ali al-
Astarabadi who completed the codex on 25 Jumada I 892/19 May 1487.
The scribe identifies a copy transcribed by a certain Muhammad b. ‘Ali
b. Haran b. Muhammad b. al-Musaw1 as his Vorlage which was dated 21
Rajab 505/23 January 1112.8

(2) Ms. Akhund (= Madrasa-yi Akhtind-i Hamadan, or Kitabkhana-yi Gharb,
Hamadan) 4635, tentatively dated by the editor to the uth/17th century.®

As Ahmad al-Husayni remarks, both copies proved to be problematic.l® They
evidently go back (directly or indirectly) to the same Vorlage as is suggested by
numerous identical mistakes in the two manuscripts. Moreover, Ms. Akhund
4635 is incomplete in the beginning and the end. In addition to this, the scribe
of the manuscript (or of his Vorlage) has omitted entire sentences and/or lines
so that the text is defective throughout. Ms. Astana Quds 3244 is also heavily
damaged in the beginning and often proves corrupt. Ahmad al-Husayn1’s edi-
tion therefore lacks parts of the introduction and of the first chapters of the
book and his conjectures throughout the text necessarily remain tentative.

no. 11435, with further references.—Abu Ya‘la Sallar [Salar] b. ‘Abd al-‘Aziz al-Daylami
(d. 448/1057 [?]) apparently wrote a work entitled Tatmim al-Mulakhkhas, completing
al-Murtada's Mulakhkhas. He is otherwise known to have composed al-Tadhkira f hagiqat
al-jawharwa-l-‘arad. Both works are lost. Cf. Agha Buzurg, Dhari'a, vol. 3, pp. 343f. no.1236;
vol. 4, p. 24 no. 75; Mu§am al-turath al-kalam, vol. 2, p. 160 no. 3223.

8 For facsimile reproductions of the title page, the first and the last pages of the text (includ-
ing the colophon) of the manuscript, see the editor’s introduction to Dhakhira, pp. 66f. A
microfilm copy is preserved in the Mar‘ashi library in Qum; cf. Dirayati, Fikristgan, vol. 16,
p-78.

9 For a description of the manuscript, see Maqsud, “Fihrist-i nuskhaha-yi khatti-yi kitab-
khana-yi Gharb,” p. 1325. Cf. also the editor’s introduction to Dhakhira, pp. 68f. (facsimiles
of beginning and end of the text). Microfilm copies of this manuscript are preserved in
the Mar‘ashi library in Qum and the University of Tehran Library; cf. Dirayati, Fihristgan,
vol. 16, pp. 781.

10  Cf. the editor’s introduction to Dhakhira, pp. 63f.
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54 SCHMIDTKE

The internal order of the book as given in the two manuscripts and in the
edition may not necessarily correspond to the original structure of the work
and it suggests that significant portions beyond the introduction and the first
chapters may in fact be missing. The edited text starts with the discussion on
generated actions (tawlid), followed by other themes usually dealt with in the
context of divine justice (al-kalam fi l-istita‘a wa-ahkamiha wa-ma yata‘allaqu
biha, al-kalam fi [-taklif). Next there are two sections devoted to annihilation
and restoration (al-kalam fi l-i'ada wa-ma yata‘allaqu biha wa-yarja‘u ilayha)—
normally placed at a later position in theological summae—and categories of
knowledge and ratiocination (al-kalam fi [-ma‘arif wa-l-nazar wa-ahkamihima
wa-ma yata‘allaqu bihima)—a topic one would rather expect to find at the
beginning of a work. These are followed by other sections that again belong
to the rubric of divine justice, viz. al-kalam fi l-lutf, al-kalam fi l-aslah, al-
kalam fi l-alam, al-kalam f [-Gjal, al-kalam fi l-arzaq, al-kalam fi l-af‘al. After
the sections containing discussions revolving around divine justice we find
three sections that characteristically belong to chapters on prophecy, viz. al-
kalam fi [-nubuwwat, al-kalam fi l-akhbar and al-kalam fi [-naskh. Next comes
a section on the imamate (al-kalam fi l-imama), followed by a discussion of
promise and threat (al-kalam fi [-wa‘id al-samT). The book ends with a sec-
tion devoted to commanding right and forbidding wrong (al-kalam fi l-amr
bi-l-ma‘raf wa-l-nahy ‘an al-munkar). Although the edition contains no trace
of any discussion about the divine attributes and there is consequently no
thematic overlap with the extants part of Kitab al-Mulakhkhas, occasional ref-
erences to earlier parts that have no correspondence in the preserved portions
of the book do suggest that some parts of the Dhakhira are in fact missing.!
Moreover, in the above mentioned commentary to al-Murtada’s Jjumal al-‘ilm
wa-l-‘amal we find repeated references to the Dhakhira, two of which occur in
the part devoted to divine unicity (tawhid).? In his commentary on the jumal
al-‘ilm wa-l-‘amal, entitled Kitab Tamhid al-usul, al-Shaykh al-TusI also states
that al-Murtada had opened both his Dhakhira and his Mulakhhas with a dis-
cussion on ratiocination (nagar).!3 The lack of transmission of the first portions
of the Dhakhira was evidently prompted by al-Murtada’s concluding remarks
to the work where he refers his readers for the first concise parts of the book to

11 See, e.g., Dhakhira, p. 127, where a chapter is opened with a reference to an earlier
discussion about will which is not preserved in the edited text (qad mada fi hadha -kitab
anna l-irada tata‘allaqu bi-muradiha ‘ala jihat al-huduth ...).

12 Sharh jumal al-ilm wa-l-‘amal, pp. 51, 78 (both tawhid), pp. 192, 210, 235 (in the section
devoted to the imama).

13 Tamhid al-usil, p. 2; cf. also Sharh jumal al-ilm wa-l-‘amal, p. 124 n. 1.
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his more comprehensive Mulakhkhas. This is confirmed by Ms. Majlis 86070
that contains the text of al-Mulakhkhas in the first three fascicles of the codex
whereas fascicle four continues with those sections of the Dhakhira that were
written when al-Murtada had already made up his mind to give up the contin-
uation of the Mulakhkhas.

Ahmad al-Husayni ignored two additional manuscripts of the Kitab al-
Dhakhira, one preserved in the Mar‘ashi Library in Qum!* while another be-
longed of the (former) collection of Hajj Mirza Husayn Nuri, whose current
whereabouts are uncertain.!®> He did also not consult the portions of the Dha-
khira that are included in Ms. Majlis 86070 (see above). Moreover, al-Husayni
was evidently unaware of another incomplete copy of the text that is pre-
served in the Abraham Firkovitch collection of the National Library of Russia,
St. Petersburg, with the shelfmark Ms. RNL Arab. 111 (154 ff, 14,5x11cm, 16-18
lines per page). The codex was transcribed less than four decades after the
death of al-Sharif al-Murtada in 436/1044 and as such even predates the Vor-
lage of Ms. Astana Quds 3244 (copied in 505/1112). According to the colophon
(f. 154P:10-15 [Plate One]), it was completed in Fustat in Rajab 472/December
1079-January 1080 by ‘Ali b. Sulayman. The title of the work is given here as Kitab
Dhakhirat al-alim wa-basirat al-muta‘allim:'6

A 52y s Y Gt oSl | ) 8y Jlll 355 IS¢

The copyist is to be identified as the renowned Karaite theologian of the
sth/uth century, Abu l-Hasan ‘Ali b. Sulayman al-Mugaddasi, who hailed from

14  Ms. Mar‘ashi 6838; the manuscript was transcribed in the nth/16th century and consists
of 169 folios. See al-Husayni/al-Mar‘ashi, Fikrist-i Kitabkhana-yi Umimi-yi Hadrat-i Ayat
Allah al-‘uzma Najaft Mar ashi, vol. 17, p. 289. I was unable to inspect the codex.

15 Referred to by Aghé Buzurg, Dharia, vol. 10, pp. 11-12 no. 55. The collection was dispersed
after his death. See Modarressi, Ashna@’t ba chand nuskha-yi khatti.

16 For a description of the manuscript, see Schmidtke, “Mu‘tazili Manuscripts in the Abra-
ham Firkovitch Collection,” pp. 422—428. The title differs slightly from the one given on
the title page of Ms. Astana Quds 3244, Kitab Dhakhirat al-‘alim wa-basirat al-mu‘allim.
No title is given in Ms. Akhund 4635 as the beginning of the text is missing. On the upper
margin of the first preserved page of the text the work is identified as hadha kitab fi -kalam
wa-usul al-din li-I-Sayyid al-Murtada rahimahu llah wa-la‘allahu kitabuhu al-musamma bi-
[-Dhakhira wa-huwa kitab jalil mashhir.
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56 SCHMIDTKE

Jerusalem. Later on he became closely associated with Sahl b. al-Fadl al-Tustari,
the leading Karaite theologian in Egypt during the second half of the 5th/11th
century, whom he adopted as his teacher. ‘Ali b. Sulayman had collected ex-
cerpts from various earlier commentaries on the Pentateuch, and he is known
to have transcribed and partly summarized numerous writings of Mu‘tazilite
theology.!”

The present manuscript is only one among several pieces of evidence for
the intensive Karaite reception of doctrinal works by al-Sharif al-Murtada and
his students during this period. The Firkovitch collection has at least three
fragments of an unidentified Muslim commentary on al-Murtada’s Jumal al-
Um,'8 as well as a fragment of his al-Mulakhkhas.!® It was al-Murtada’s stu-
dents from the Bilad al-Sham who spread his writings in this region, where
they presumably came to the Karaites’ attention. These students include Aba
1-Salah Taq1 b. Najm b. ‘Ubayd Allah al-Halab1 (d. 447/1055), author of al-Kaft
St l-taklif on theology and legal issues?® and Tagrib al-ma‘arif;?' Abu 1-Fath
Muhammad b. ‘Ali b. ‘Uthman al-Khaymi al-Karajiki (d. 449/1057) who wrote
extensively on theology, including a commentary on al-Murtada’s jumal al-
m,2? and gadr ‘Abd al-‘Aziz b. Nihrir b. ‘Abd al-‘Aziz b. al-Barraj al-Tarabulusi

17 On him, see Borisov, “O spemenu u mecme scusnu kapaumckozo nucamens Aau uer Cyneti-
mana”; Skoss, Arabic Commentary (containing ‘Ali b. Sulayman’s excerpts (intiza‘at) from
Abu 1-Faraj Haran’s commentary on the book of Genesis, entitled Kitab al-Talkhis);
Madelung/Schmidtke, Rational Theology, passim; Goldstein, Karaite Exegesis, pp. 38 f. Cf.
the comments and corrections to the latter work by Gregor Schwarb in his review on Gold-
stein’s monograph, forthcoming in Journal of Semitic Studies 59 i (2014) [in press].—For
Sahl b. Fadl al-Tustari and his family, see Rustow. “Tustari Family”; Schwarb, “Sahl b. al-Fadl
al-Tustar’s Kitab al-Ima’,” passim; Madelung/Schmidtke, Rational Theology, passim.

18  Cf. Schwarb, “Sahl b. al-Fadl al-TustarT’s Kitab al-Ima’’ p. 79*.

19  See the short communication by Gregor Schwarb following the present article in this
volume.

20 Cf. also Modarressi, Introduction, pp. 43, 63.

21 The work has been published twice (see Bibliography). The second edition is available at
www.aqaed.com/book/131/ [consulted 10/01/2014].—According to Ibn Shahrashab, Aba
1-Salah wrote a commentary on al-Murtada’s Dhakhira (lost); see Ibn Shahrashab, Maalim
al-‘ulam@, p. 29 no. 155; cf. also Afandi, Riyad al-‘ulama’, vol. 1, p.100; Aghé Buzurg, Dharta,
vol. 13, p. 277 no. 1011; Mujam al-turath al-kalami, vol. 4, p. 68 no. 7856.—For Aba I-Salah
and his writings, see also Mujam tabaqgat al-mutakallimin, vol. 2, pp. 196 f. no. 170; Pakadi,
“Abu I-Salah-i Halabi”; Hair, “Kitabshinasi-yi Aba 1-Salah-i Halab1".

22 According to Gregor Schwarb, the possibility that the Firkovitch fragments of a commen-
tary on al-Murtada’s Jumal al-‘ilmwa-l-‘amal are part of the lost commentary by al-Karajiki
cannot be excluded, but they may as well be a copy of an otherwise unattested commen-
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(b. ca. 400/1009, d. 481/1088-1089).22 Mention should also be made of Abu ‘Ali
al-Hasan b. Ahmad b. ‘Ali b. al-Mu‘allim al-Halabi (d. after 453/1061), who in
turn was a student of Aba 1-Salah al-Halabi and who wrote a commentary on
al-Murtada’s Mulakhkhas.?* Among these scholars, al-Karajiki seems to have a
played a prominent role in the transmission of Imami doctrinal literature to the
Karaites. He is known to have resided for some time in al-Ramla (Ramle), one
of the centers of Karaism at the time, where he served as the custodian (khazin)
of the Dar al-ilm, consisting most likely of an Imami Shi‘1 library and school.25
That he was in personal contact with Jewish (most likely Karaite) theologians is
suggested by his al-Ibana ‘an al-mumathala fi l-istidlal li-ithbat al-nubuwwa wa-
l-imama in which he records a discussion between a Mu‘tazili, an Imami and a
Jew on the issues of prophecy and the imamate. In this text al-Karajiki shows
himself to be very familiar with the doctrinal tendencies of the Jews (mostly
Karaites) during his time.26 Moreover, Wilferd Madelung suggests in his contri-
bution to this volume that al-Karajiki may have been the teacher of the Karaite
theologian Levi ben Yefet (Abti Sa7d Law1 b. Hasan al-Basr) (l. second half of
the 4th/10th, early 5th/uth century), author of the Kitab al-Ni‘ma, the earliest
known Karaite compendium of Mu‘tazilite thought.??

tary. Hasan Ansari, following al-H&'ir1 (Fihrist-i Kitabkhana-yi Majlis-i shira-yi islami, vol. 5,
p. 16), has suggested that the Sharh Jumal al-ilm wa-l-‘amal that has been published as a
work by al-Murtada (ed. Ya‘qub al-Ja“farT al-Maraghi, Qum 1414/1993-1999) was in fact by
al-Karajiki; cf. his “Ta‘lig-i Sharh-i Jumal al-‘ilm-i Karajiki”—Some of al-Karajiki’s writings
were published in his Kanz al-faw@’id, an incompletely preserved anthology consisting
mostly of some his theological works that has been published repeatedly (see Bibliogra-
phy). On his life and work, see Tabataba’i, “Maktabat al-‘Allama al-Karajiki”; Modarressi,
Introduction, p. 44; Ansari, L’ imamat, pp. ngft.

23 On him, see Bahr al-‘ulam, “Ibn Barraj”; Mujam tabagat al-mutakallimin, vol. 2, pp. 217f.;
Modarressi, Introduction, pp. 43, 63, 121.

24  Cf. Ibn al-‘Adim, Bughyat al-talab, vol. 5, pp. 2276; ‘wa-lahu kitabun fi l-usal sharaha fihi
[-Mulakhkhas”—Generally on this generation of Imami theologians, most if not all of
whom had studied with al-Sharif al-Murtada as well as with the latter’s teacher, al-Shaykh
al-Mufid (d. 413/1022), see Ansari/Schmidtke “Al-Shaykh al-Tast". See also various con-
tributions by Hassan Ansari on selected writings of al-Murtada in http://ansarikateban
.com, specifically the following entries: entryig22.html; entryig23.html; entry1925.html;
entry1926.html; entryig3o.html; entryigzs.html; entry1936.html; entry1765.html (consult-
ed 28/10/2013).

25 Schwarb, “Sahl b. Fadl al-Tustari,” pp. 8of.; see also Madelung’s contribution to this volume.

26  Ed. ‘Ali Jalal Baqir al-Daqaqi (1427[/2006]). Another incomplete manuscript of the text,
which has not been consulted by the editor, is preserved as Ms. Tiibingen (University
Library) 364, ff. 112°—122Y. For his Ibana, see also Ansari, “Chand-i kitab".

27 For Levi ben Yefet’s Kitab al-Ni‘ma, see Sklare, “Levi ben Yefet and his Kitab al-Ni‘ma’.
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‘All b. Sulayman’s copy of the Kitab al-Dhakhira was first mentioned by
Andrej Jakovlevi¢ Borisov (1903-1942) in an article in which he describes thir-
teen Mu‘tazilite manuscripts from the Firkovitch collection.?® The Kitab al-
Dhakhira figures as item (11) in this publication, and Borisov gives “II Firk.
arab. 21” as its shelfmark. The size of the manuscript in its present state (Ms.
RNL Arab. 1) significantly exceeds that of the fragment described by Borisov,
according to whom it consists of 110 leaves only. The first chapter heading noted
by Borisov to occur on f. 122 figures in the manuscript in its present state on
f. 532. This suggests that ff. 1—41 were identified only later as belonging to the
same codex and that the two portions of the original codex were subsequently
placed together under one shelfmark. In 1985 the codex in its present form
underwent restoration measures during which it was rebound and an attempt
was made to repair the damaged leaves of the manuscript.2? The physical struc-
ture of the incompletely preserved codex is as follows: Q XIV3? (1-14) | single
leaf (15) | single leaf (16) | Q VIII (17—24) | Q VIII (25—-32) | single leaf (33) | Q VIII
(34-41) | Q X (42-51) | Q VIII (52-59) | Q XVI (60-75) | single leaf (76) | single
leaf (77) | Q XII (78-89) | Q XVI (90-105) | Q X (106-115) | Q XII (16—127) | Q VIII
(128-135) | Q IV (136—-139) | Q IV (140-143) | single leaf (144) | Q X (145-154). The
scribe did not provide any quire signatures, nor did he add custodians at the
end of verso pages, the only exception being ff. 76—772. There is a custodian at
the end of f. 76" as well as a quire number on the inner top corner of f. 772 [ Plate
Two] signifying perhaps the beginning of the ninth quire of the third fascicle.
Since this is the only quire of the codex that is numbered, this cannot not be
verified any further.

28  Borisov, “My‘rasunurckue pykornucu locysapcrsentnoit IlyGiuanoit 6ubamoreku B Jle-
Hunrpage”.—For an evaluation of his scholarship, see http://www.orientalstudies.ru/rus/
index.php?option=com_personalities&Itemid=74&person=11 and Treiger, “Andrei Iakov-
levi¢ Borisov (1903-1942) and His Studies of Medieval Arabic Philosophy”.

29  Apart from my earlier publication on the manuscript (see above, n. *) and my description
of it in “Mu‘tazili Manuscripts in the Abraham Firkovitch Collection,” pp. 422—428, a brief
description of the codex is contained in an unpublished handlist of the Arabic section of
the Second Firkovitch Collection that has been prepared by Victor Lebedev and can be
consulted at the National Library of Russia (typewritten manuscript, Moscow 1992). See
now also Osmanova, “The Manuscript of al-Sharif al-Murtada’, which is to a large extent
based on my earlier publications and marred by inaccuracies. Otherwise, Osmanova’s
article contains facsimiles of ff. 732 and 154" of the manuscript.

30  QXIV signifying a quire of fourteen leaves, accordingly Q VIII signifying a quire of eight
leaves, etc.
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As is typical for the material in the Firkovitch collection, there are numerous
breaks in the continuity of the text, which occur as a rule at the end of the
respective physical units of the manuscript, and the sequence of the units
often disagrees with the order of the text of al-Dhakhira. The following parts
of al-Ahmad al-Husayn’s edition (abbreviated in the following as AH) have
equivalents in Ms. RNL Arab. 111:

Ed. AH Ms. RNL Arab. m

83:1-94:17 128-135
159:20-176:2  116—127
177:10-178:11 33
185:5—223:10  60—-89
228:2—-244:14 106-115
249:15-27514 Q0—105
350:20—355:18 140-143
37118-383:7  25-32
411:6-423:5 42-51
4291-449:1 1-14
456:4—471:20  15,17—24,16
48511-497:12  34—41
530:11-54115  52—59
592—607:20 144-154

As Borisov described only about two thirds of the entire material and as the
list of chapter headings occurring in the manuscript that he offered is not
comprehensive, a complete list of chapter headings is reproduced in the fol-
lowing indicating the corresponding page numbers in the edition of Ahmad
al-Husayni:
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Ed. AH Ms. RNL Arab. 11
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Ed. AH Ms. RNL Arab. 1

211 81a TW\ g (9@\
211 81a 4l [“,of 55) ; I ols) 3 Juad
a5 sab JERE wwwwmw
220 87b Loj.\.’.o s t..u J‘"‘“ Q\ L}:‘ AV L3 u\.zza
byl

223 8gb oball gl et 401 o e AN 3 Jos
osalls

253 91b Ldly Al josal) baiy o 3 Ja?
254 92b g‘)){\jx;\ﬂ\; uo}’j\é“"\"fd'a’éu\‘m
254 92b o et Y oy 3o al 3 s (o e LY
sl e e psll oy

255 93 Agly ogid) BVl 2l o ool Lo §5 3 Juas
Ll o, BNW

261 97a J\a'\/\ d rm\
261 97a 4‘5,\5\5) J»w\ dag> 3 Jud
261 o8b oy SV an o1 592 o Jsill of G Joad
=y e JIH s 3w

264 99b dJJ.m «\L}\péadv&ﬁdj.ald\k;u\,ag
il Y

267 100b sl g
269 102b Yol ol WY oK Y 33 ) o & St
iy Casy

an a0 e e Dl @dlly b 84S, 5 1 Bsla] 8 Js
oy o

INTELLECTUAL HISTORY OF THE ISLAMICATE WORLD 2 (2014) 50—-74
ownlogded from Brill.com11/30/2018 09:20:53PM

via Princeton University Library



62 SCHMIDTKE

(cont.)

Ed.AH  Ms.RNL Arab. 11
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Ed. AH Ms. RNL Arab. 1

36 agb AL e e 5 8 250l e o1 3 Jud
600 148b B ae )l Ol e s ade (5,2 1 L
Zal Sy 331,

602 150b Jaiy e g u‘\..a;ﬁ\ o dl A o Juad
hoguaz ] oo Ade i b

604 151b el rK:-G\ o PP 53 @ u\.aj

As is evident from the above tables, the manuscript contains some leaves that
have no equivalent in Ahmad al-HusaynT’s edition, namely ff. 136-139, con-
taining the end of a chapter in which the dualists (tharnawiyya) are being
refuted, followed by fas! fi [-radd ‘ala -majis and ending with fas! al-kalam
‘ala [-nasara, which is incompletely preserved. Unfortunately, these four leaves
are severely damaged so that the text can only partly be reconstructed. These
portions of the text provide an additional indication that substantial parts of
the original work are missing in the two manuscripts that were consulted by
Ahmad al-Husayni for his edition. Corresponding sections are preserved in al-
Murtada’s Mulakhkhas, where they figure in the chapter on divine attributes
and, more specifically, as part of the section al-kalam fi nafy al-ru’ya wa-l-idrak
‘anhu (pp. 289—299). Moreover, Ms. RNL Arab. 111 contains an extended pas-
sage in the chapter on divine assistance ({utf) that has no equivalent in the
edition (ff. 61°:7—-642:4; see also below Appendix). The context suggests that the
passage was part of the original text of al-Dhakhira that is missing in Ahmad al-
HusaynT's edition between lines 12 and 13 of p. 187. The lacuna may have been
caused by the scribe of the Vorlage of the two Iranian manuscripts that were
used by the editor; for some reason he seems to have failed to transcribe one or
two leaves of the original text.

A comparision between Ms. RNL Arab. 111 and Ahmad al-Husaynl's edi-
tion shows that Ms. RNL Arab. 111 significantly differs from the two Iranian
manuscripts. Given the much earlier date of the Firkovitch manuscript, it could
certainly help to improve the edition. By way of demonstration, the variants of
the manuscript to the edited text with respect to the three chapters al-kalam
St llutf, al-kalam ft l-aslah, and al-kalam fi [-alam (ed. AH 186—222 = Ms. RNL
Arab. 11, fols. 60P:6—-89P:6) are given in the appendix.
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Appendix
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