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BIOGRAPHIC DATA 

PROFESSOR GEORGE F. KENNAN 

George F. Kennan is now Professor Emeritus at the Institute 
for Advanced Study,* in Princeton, New Jer~ey·, where he served as 
Professor from 1956 to 1974 . Prior to that he was a career diplo­
mat in the Foreign Service, ending his career with service as 
Ambassador to Russia and to Yugoslavia. 

In the course of his academic career, Professor Kennan has 
written some fifteen books, in addition to a large number of arti­
cles, most of them dealing with Russian and the Soviet Union. Two 
of these books have been honored with the Pulitzer Prize and the 
National Book Award. He has received a number of other honors, 
including honorary degrees from Oxford , Harvard, Yale, and Princeton, 
the Albert Einstein Peace Prize (1981) and the Grenville Clark Prize 
(1981). In October of this year, Professor Kennan is to be awarded 
the peace prize of the West German book trade (Friendenspreis des 
Deutschen Buchhandels). He has been, for many years, a member of 
the American Academy and Institute of Arts and Letters, and served 
as President of that Academy from 1968 to 1972. 

One of Professor Kennan's major concerns has been the improve­
ment of Russian studies throughout this country with a . v i ew _to _p r o­
viding the American public and American policymakers with a better 
background of information about the Soviet Union. In this connection, 
he helped to estaplish, in Washington, D. C., the Kennan Institute 
for Advanced Russian Studies. 

Recently, Professor Kennan's writings on the nuclear arms race 
have received wide attention, both in this country and abroad. Many 
people consider them to be the philosophical foundation of the rapidly­
growing anti-nuclear movement. (See enclosed publications of the 
American Committee on East-West Accord). 

*Please note that there is no connection with Princeton Univers ity . 
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BIOG?.KPl! I C ::JAT.:.. 

George rrost Ker~an 

BOR:.: Milwaukee, ·,;isconSHi; February 16, 1904. 

PARr::m.3: Kossuth Kent and Florence .James Ke1~nan 

SCHOOLS: S t. John ' s Military .l\cacier.y, Dela£ ield, 1:is-:::onsin. 
and A. B., Princeton University, 1925 . 

DEGREES: Diplona, Berlin Seminary for Oriental Lar.g~ages, 
1 930 . 

Honorary :..:...D. : Yale U~iversity, DarL~OU~~ :allege, 
1950; Colgate Ur.iversity , 1951; Universi~y of Notre 
Dame, 1953; Kenyon College , 1954; The !:ew .=-:::nool 
f or Social Research , 1955; Princeton Univ~rs~~y, 
1956 i LJ~iversi ty Of :•lichigar. f '.'-JOrt:iwester:-. :::'.iVersity I 
1957; Brandeis iJ!"'.iversi-.:y, 1958 ; Ur. ivers:. ~~· of 
Wisconsin, Harvard University, 1963; Deniso~ Uni­
versity, Rutgers the State University, 19~~ ; 

Marquette University , 1 972; Cat:10lic !;r:.:. ·:=rs i~y of America , 
Duke University, 1977 ; Ripon College , 1~ /c . 

Eor.orary D. C. L., Oxford Ur.iversity , 1969 

Married Annelise S¢r ensen, 1931. 
Children : Grace (:1rs . John C. Warnecke); 

Joan :lisabeth Clrs . Walter :::o=er.); 
Christopher ~anes Kennan; 
vlenay Antonia (~>.rs . c..::..a_C.t.. Pfc.c::::::..:. l 

Appointed Foreign Service 0 fficer, Septe~~er 1, 
1926 . 

Vice Consul , Geneva , 1927; Hamburg, 192/; ;)erlin, 
1928; Tallinn, 1928 . 

Third Secretary , Riga (Kovno and Tallinr:), 1929 . 
Language Officer, Berlin , 1929. 
Third Secretary, Riga , 1931 . 
Accompanied Ambassador Will i am C. Bullitt ~o 

Moscow, to reopen American Embassy , 1933 . 
Consul, Vienna , 1 935 . 
Second Secretary , Prague , 1938 . 
Consul, Prague, 1939 . 
Second Secretary , Berlin, 1939; First Secretary , 

1940 (interned at Bad Nauheim ; repatria~ed in 
June, 1942) . 

Department of State , Washington, 1942. 
Counselor , Lisbon , 1942 . 
Counselor , Anerican Delegation to the European 

Advisory Commiss i on , London , 1943 . 
Minister- Counselor , :'1oscow, 1944. 

- _. - -
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CAREER: Deputy for Foreign Affairs, National i·iar Colleae, 
'ilashington, 1946. 

Director, Policy I'lanning Staff , Departme:1;: of State, 
Washington, 1947 . 

Counselor, Department of State, 1949 . 
~eave-of-absence, at The Institute for Advanced 

Study, Princeton, New Jersey, 1950- 1952. (Charles R. 
Walgreen Foundation Lecturer at the University 
of Chicago, 1951). 

rirnbassador to the L. S.S.R., 1952. 
Retired frow the Foreign Service , July 29, ~953 . 

:-1ember, The Institute for .L\dvanced Study, =-rinceton, 
1953 . (Stafford Little ~ecturer, Pri~ce;:on 
University, 1954) . 

Permanent Professor, School of Historical S~udies, 
The Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, 
since January, 1956. 

George Eastman Visiting Professor, Balliol College, 
Oxford Univer sity , 1957- 1958 . 

BBC Reith Lecturer , 1957 . 
Ambassador to Yugoslavia , 1961- 1963 (leave of ab­

sence from The Institute for Advanced Study) . 
Vis i ting Fellow, Al l Souls College, Oxford Univer­

sity , January- June , 1969 (Chichele Lecturer). 
Professor Emeritus, The Institute for Advanced 

Study, Princeton , effective July 1 , 197~. 

~ellow, Woodrow Wilson International Cen~er ~or 
Scholars, October 1 , 1974-Dece~ber 31, ~~75 

CURRENT American Philosophical Society (member si~ce 1952) . 
AfFILIA- National Institute of Arts and Letters {since 
TIONS: 1962; President, 1965- 1967) . 

BOOKS: 

A..~erican Academy of Arts and Letters {since 1964; 
President , 1968- 1972) . Order of the "Po,_.r le Merite" 
for Arts & Sciences (since 1976). 

American Diploillacy , 1900- 1950. Chicago : Univer­
sity of C:nicago Press , 1951. (Freedom Eouse 
Award, 1951) . 

Realities of Ameri can Foreig n Policy . Princet on : 
Princeton University Press , 1954 . 

Das Amerikanisch Russ i sche Verh~ltnis . S~uttgart: 

Deutsche Verlags- Anstal t , 1954 . 
Russia Leaves the War . Vol . I of Soviet- Ameri can 

Relations 19 17- 1920 . Princeton : Princeton 
University Press , 1 956 . (Nat iona l Book Award; 
Bancroft , Francis Parkman , and Pul itzer Prizes) . 

Russia , The Atom, and The West. New York: Harper 
and Brother s , 1 958 . 

The Deci sion to Intervene , Vol. II o f Soviet­
American Rel ations 1917- 1920 . Pri nceton : 
Princeton Univer s i ty Press, 1958. 
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BOOKS : 

RECENT 
HONORS 

AND 
AWARDS: 

* 

Soviet Foreign Policy, 1917- 1941. Prince~o~ : D. 
Van Nostrand Company, 1960. 

Russia and the West under Lenin and Stali::. Boston: 
Little, Brown and Company , 1961 . 

On Dealing with the Communist World. New ·!ork: 
Harper and Row, 1964 . 

Memoirs 1925- 1950. Boston : ll.tlantic- Lit:.-::le, 
Brown, 1967. (National Book Award and ?ulitzer 
Prize for Biography, 1968). 

From Prague After Munich . Diplomatic Papers 1938-
1940. Princet:.on: Princeton Universi-c::_; ?ress, 
1968. 

Democracy and the Student Left. Boston: ~tlantic­

Little, Brown, 1968. 
The :Marquis de Custi ne and His "Russia ir: 1339 . " 

Princet:.on: Princet:.on University Press, 1971 . 
?-iemoirs 1950- 1963 . Boston : Atlantic- Liti:le, 

Brown and Company, 1972. 
The Cloud of Danger: C~rrent Realities of ;...~erican Foreign Policy . 

. Z,tlantic-Little, Brov:n and Company, 197- . 

** 
Awarded Director General's CUp of the American 

Foreign Service Association, for "disti::ction 
in the Foreign Service," November 16, 1973. 

Recipient of the Emory Buckner Medal for ~ist:.inguished 
Public Service of the Federal Bar Counci::. of :~ew 
York , Noven>~er 21, 1973. 

Recipient of the Knight Corrrrnander's Cross of the 
Order of Merit of the Federal Republic of Germany, 
December 13, 1973 . 

Recipient of the John F. :..ewis Prize of t:.i:e A.'11eri­
can Philosophical Society, Philadelphia, for an 
important paper presented to and published by 
the Society. April 19, 1974. 

Recipient of the Woodrow v7ilson Award, fo!: "distinguished 
achievement in the nation's service," Fri:;ceton University, 
February 28 , 1976. 

Recipient of the Albert Einstein Peace Pri::e, May 19, 1981 

Recipient of the Grenville Clark Prize, November 16 , 1981 

Recipient of the Peace Prize of the German Book Trade, 
October 10 , 1982. 

Recipient of the Union Medal of the Unior. Theological Seminary, 
October 25, 1982 

* The Decline of Bismarck 's European Order: Franco- Russian Relations, 
1875-1890. Princeton : Princeton University Press , 1979. 

** The Nuclear Delusion: Soviet- American Relations in t:.he Atomic Age. 
New York: Pantheon Books, 1982. 
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BIOGRAPHIC DATA 

George F. Kennan was born in Milwaukee , Wisconsin, on February 16, 

1904 , and educated at St. John's Military Academy and Princeton University. 

Entering the American Foreign Service in 1926, he was soon chosen for 

training as an expert on Sovi e t affairs. In addition to serving for 

s ome years in the Baltic region, he studied for two years(l929-1931) 

at the Seminar fUr Orientalische Sprachen, the Hochschule ftlr Politik, 

and the University of Berlin . In the course of t he ensuing years 

of the 1930' s and 1940 's,he served several times in Moscow and again , 

during the early years of the War, was stationed in Be rlin. In 1953, 

after some 26 years of duty in the Foreign Service, he l eft that 

service and embarked on a career as a scholar at the Institute for 

* Advanced Study in Princeton, where h e became a Permanent Professor 

in 1956. He has remained at that Institue ever since, becoming 

Professor Emeritus in 1 974. 

In the course of his academic career, Mr. Kennan h as written 

some fifteen books, in addition t o a large number of articles , most 

of them dealing with Russia and the Soviet Union . Two of these books 

have been honored with the Pulitzer Prize and the National Book Award. 

He has received a number of other honors , i ncluding honorary degrees 

from Oxford, Harvard , Yale a nd Princeton, the Verdienstkreuz der 

Bundesrepublik Deutschl ands(l973), and the Albert Einstein Peace Prize 

_ (1981). SL~ce 1976 he has been a member of the Orden Pour l e Merite 
• 

f tlr Wissenschaften und Kilnste • . He has been, for many years, a 

member of the American Academy of Arts and Letters, and served as 

President of that Academy from 1 968 to 1972. 

* Please note that there is no connection with Princeton University . 
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George Kennan 

"Reflections: Two Views of the Soviet Problem," The New Yorker , 

November 2, 1981. 

"On Nuclear War," The New York Review~ Books, January 21, 1982. 
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BIBLIOGRAPHY 
OF 

PUBLISHED WRITINGS 
AND 

UNPUBLISHED ADDRESSES AND LECTURES 
OF 

GEORGE FROST KENNAN 

May, 1974 

BOOKS 

1. American Diplomacy 1900- 1950.* 
lCharles R. Walgreen Foundation Lectures, University of Chicago, 
April 9- 20, 1951.] 
Chicago : University of Chicago Press, 1951, 146 pp. 

Foreign Editions: 

Later Editions: 

Zurich: Europa Verlag, 1952. (German). 
London: Martin Secker and Warburg, 

Ltd., 1952, / 
Paris: Calmann-L~vy, Editeurs, 1952. 

Tokyo: 
Milan: 

La Diplomatie Amfricaine 
1900-1950. 
Iwanami Shoten,1952. 

Oficine Grafiche Aldo Gar­
zanti, Editore, 195f. 
Diplornazia Americana 1900-
19 50. 

Stockholm: Tidens Varldspolitiska 
Bibliotek, 1953. 
Amerikansk utrikespolitik. 

Mentor Book. New York: New Ameri­
can Library, 1952, 

Collector's Edition, Chicago : Uni­
versity of Chicago Press, 1969. 

Phoenix Book, Chicago: University 
of Chicago Press, 1970. 

2. Realities of American Foreign Policy. 
{Stafford Little Lectures, Princeton University, March, 1954,J 
Princeton: Princeton University Press, 1954. 120 pp. 

Foreign Edition: London: Oxford University Press, 1955, 

* Freedom House Award, 1951, 
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2. 

BOOKS 

2 . Realities of American Foreign Policy . 

Later Editions: New York: Chekhov Publishing House 
of the East European 
Fund, Inc . , 1956. 
Problemy vneshnei politiki 
SShA. I Translated 
from the English by E. 
Neledinsky . ] 

Norton Library Edition. New York : 
W. W. Norton and Company, Inc., 
1966. [With new Preface written 
by the author in 1965. ] 

3. Das Amerikanisch Russische Verhliltnis . 
!Lectures at the University of Frankfurt, July, 1954.] 
Stuttgart: Deutsche Verlags-Anstalt GmbH, 1954 . 96 pp. 

4 . Russia Leaves the War . * [Volume I of Soviet-American Relations 
1917-1920.] 

5. 

Princeton: Princeton University Press, 1956. 544 pp. 

Foreign Editions: 

Later Edition: 

The Decision to Intervene.** 
lations 1917-1920. J 

London: Faber and Faber, Ltd., 1956. 
Stuttgart: SteingrUben Verlag. 

Amerika und die Sow-
j etmacht - Der Sieg der 
Revolution . 

New York: Atheneum Press, 1967. 

[Volume II of Soviet-American Re-

Princeton: Princeton University Press, 1958. 513 pp. 

Foreign Editions: 

Later Edition: 

London: Faber and Faber, Ltd., 1958. 
Stuttgart: SteingrHben Verlag, 

Amerika ond die Sowjet­
macht . Die Entscheidung 
zur Intervention. 

New York: Atheneum Publishers, 1967 . 

6, Russia, The Atom and The West, 
[BBC Reith Lectures, London, November 10-December 15, 1957. ] 
London: Oxford University Press, 1958. 398 pp . 
New York: Harper and Brothers, Publishers, 1957 , 1958. 116 pp. 

* - National Book Award; Bancroft, Francis Parkman, and Pulitzer Prizes, 
1957. 

** - History Book Club selection . 
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3. 

BOOKS 

6. Russia, The Atom and The West. 

Foreign Editions: Turin: Giulio Einaudi editore, 1958. 
La Russia, l'atomo e 
l'Occidente. 

Amsterdam: Uitgeverij de Bezige Bij, 
1958. Rusland, het 
Atoom en het Westen, 

Stockholm: fidens FHrlag, 1958. 
Ryssland, atomvapnen 
och vHstmakterna. 

Frankfurt: Ullstein Taschenbucher­
Verlag, 1958. Russ­
land, der Westen und 
die Atomwaffe. 

Tokyo: Ki nseido, Ltd. To be re­
issued in 1970 by Jiji 
Tsushin Sha, Ltd. 

Copenhagen: Det Danske Forlag, 1958. 
Rusland, Atomet og 
Vesten. 

Lisbon: Editora Ulis~ia, Limitada, 
1958 . A Russia, o Atomo 
e o Ocidente, 

Madrid: Ediciones Europa, 1~59. 

Rusia, el Atomo y el 
Occidente . 

7. Soviet Foreign Policy . 1917-1941. 
Princeton: D. Van Nostrand Company, Inc . , 1960. An Anvil Ori­
ginal . No. 47. 191 pp. 

8. Russia and the West under Lenin and Stalin. 
[Oxford University Lectures, 1957-1958; Harvard University Lec­
tures, 1960.] 
Boston: Atlantic-Little, Brown and Company, 1960, 1961 . 411 pp. 

Foreign Editions: London: Hutchinson and Company, 1960, 
1961. 

Stuttgart: SteingrUben Verlag, 1961. 
Sowjetische Aussenpoli­
tik unter Lenin und 
Stalin . 

Amsterdam: H. J, W, Becht's Uitge­
versmaatschappij N.V., 
1960, 1961. 
Rusland en het Westen 
onden Lenin en Stalin. 

Buenos Aires: Editorial de Ediciones 
Selectas, S. R. L. , 
1962 . Rusia y Occi­
dente bajo Lenin y Stalin. 
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BOOKS 

4. 

8 . Russia and the West under Lenin and Stalin . 

Foreign Editions : 

Later Editions: 

, 
Paris: Calmann-Levy, 1962. La 

Russie Sovi{tique et 
l'Occident, 40 ann6es 
d'histoire , 

Seoul: Pakyong Sa, 1963. 
oegyo pisa . 

Teheran: Mehr, 1965 , 

v 
Tong so 

Rio de Janeiro: Companhia Editora 
Forense, 1966, ...... 
A Russia e o 
Ocidente . 

Tokyo: Kawada Shobo,Publishers . 
Miraisha, Ltd , , 1970 . 
[New Foreword written by 
the author, February 2, 
1970 , ] 

A Mentor Book, New York: New Ameri­
can Library, 1962 . 

9 , On Dealing with the Communist World . 
[The Elihu Root Lectures at the Council on Foreign Relations, Inc., 

New York. November, 1963 . ] 
New York: Harper and Row, Publishers, for the Council on Foreign 
Relations~ Inc . , 1964, 55 pp . 

Foreign Editions: 

Later Edition: 

10. Memoirs 1925-1950 . * ** 

Tokyo: Kaigai Hyoron Sha, 1964. A 
Frontier Book . 

Stuttgart: SteingrUben Verlag,1965. 
V8m Umgang mit der 
kormnunistischen Welt . 

Copenhagen: Fremads Fokusb¢gen, 1965, 
Sameksistens med den 
kommunistiske Verden. 

A Harper Colophon Book. New York: 
Harper and Row, Publishers, for the 
Council on Foreign Relations, Inc., 
1964 , 

Boston: Atlantic-Little, Brown and Company, 1967 . 583 pp. 

* National Book Award and Pulitzer Prize for Biography, 1968. 

** Book of the Month Club Selection for December, 1967 and Book Find 
Club Selection, February, 1969 . 
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10. Memoirs 1925-1950. 

Foreign Editions: 

Later Edition: 

11. Memoirs 1950-1963 . * 

BOOKS 

5. 

Stuttgart: Henry Goverts Verlag, 
1968. Memoiren eines 
Diplomaten. 

London: Hutchinson and Company, Ltd,, 
1968. "V 

Rijeka: Otokar Kersovani, 1969. 
Memoari 1925-1950, 

Munich: Deutscher Taschenbuch Ver­
lag, G.m. b.H. and Co., 
K.G., 1971. 2 vols. 
(paperback) . 

Barcelona: Luis de Caralt, Editor, 
1972. Memorias de un 
Diplomatico. 

Tokyo: Charles E. Tuttle, Inc,, 1972, 

New York: Bantam Books, Inc., 1969. 

Boston: Atlantic-Little, Brown and Company, 1972. 368 pp . 

Foreign Editions: Tokyo: 
London: 

Charles E. Tuttle, Inc,, 1972. 
Hutchinson and Company, Ltd., 

1973. 
Frankfurt am Main: Goverts Krllger 

Stahlberg Ver­
lag, 1973, 
Memoiren 1950-
1963. 

12. From Prague after Munich. Diplomatic Papers 1938-1940 . ** 
Princeton: Princeton University Press, 1968. 266 pp. 

Foreign Editions: London: Oxford University Press, 1971. 
Frankfurt am Main: Goverts Krilger 

Stahlberg Ver­
lag G. m.b.H., 
1972. Diplomat 
in Prag. 1938-
1940 . Berichte 
Briefe Aufzeich­
nungen. 

* Book of the Month Club Alternate Selection, February, 1973 . 

** History Book Club Selection, 1968, 
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BOOKS 

6. 

12. From Prague after Munich, Diplomatic Papers 1938-1940 , 

Later Edition: Princeton: Princeton University 
Press, 1971. (paperback). 

13. Democracy and the Student Left . 
[From address, "The Library and the Student Radical," Swarthmore 
College, December 9, 1967 . ] 

Boston: Atlantic-Little, Brown and Company, 1968. 239 pp. 

Foreign Editions: 

Later Edition: 

London: Hutchinson and Company, Ltd ., 
1968, [Also in paperback 
edition.] 

Stuttgart: Henry Goverts Verlag G.m.b.H., 
1968. Rebellen ohne 
Programm. 

Milan: Rizzoli editora, 1968. Ri­
belli senza programma. 

Stockholm: Bokfl:lrlaget Pan/Norstedts, 
1969. Demokratin och 
de radikala studenterna. 

Provoo and Helsinki: Werner Sl:lderstrl:lm 
Osakeyhtil:l, 1972. 
Demokratia ja 
ylioppilas­
vassemmisto. 

New York: Bantam Books, Inc., 1968 , 

14 . The Marquis de Gustine and His "Russia in 1839." 
{Chichele Lectures, Oxford University, May, 1969.] 
Princeton: Princeton University Press, 1971 . 145 pp. 

Foreign Edition: London: Hutchinson and Company, Ltd., 
1972. 

EXCERPTS 

1. From American Diplomacy 1900-1950. 

----------1'rhe Challenge of Soviet Power," The Boston Globe. I, 
December 30, 1951; II, December 31, 1951; III, January 1, 
1952. 

----------Excerpts, Foreign Service Journal (January, 1952). 
----------"World War II," Readings in American Foreign Policy , 

Robert A. Goldwin, ed. Chicago: American Foundation 
for Political Education, 1952. Vo l , II. pp. 186-193. 
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EXCERPTS 

1. From American Diplomacy 1900-1950. 

----------"Diplomacy in the Modern World," Readings in American 
Foreign Policy. Vol . II. pp. 209- 223, 

7. 

----------"World War I," Wilson at Versailles: Problems in Ameri­
can Civilization. Theodore Green, ed. Boston: D.C. 
Heath and Company, 1957, pp. 87- 99. 

----------"The Price of Indifference," The Causes of War: The 
American Revolution, The Civil War, and World War I, 
by Kenyon C. Cramer. Scott Foresman Problems in Ameri­
can History Series, Chicago: Scott, Foresman and 
Company, 1965. pp. 145-151. 

----------"World War I," Avenues to America's Past. John S. 
Bowes, ed. Morristown, N.J. : Silver Burdett Company, 
1965. pp. 373- 386. 

----------"What Were the Possibilities for Peace? ," The U.S. War 
with Spain, 1898. Was Expansion Justifiable? Jack R. 
Fraenkel, ed. The Scholastic Great Issues Series. 
New York: Scholastic Book Services, 1968. pp. 10-16. 

----------Excerpts, in Recent American Foreign Policy: Conflicting 
Interpretations. Lawrence S. Kaplan, ed. The Dorsey 
Series in American History. Homewood, Ill.: The 
Dorsey Press, 1968. pp. 349- 352. 

----------"Limited Victory: The Burden of the Past," Sources of 
the American Republic. A Doctnnentary History of Poli­
tics, Society, and Thought. Marvin Meyers, John G. 
Cawelti, and Alexander Kern, eds . Rev. ed_ Glenview, 
Ill.: Scott, Foresman and Company, 1969. II, pp . 451-
455. 

----------"The War with Spain," The American Past in Perspective . 
Trevor Colbourn and James T. Patterson, eds. Boston: 
Allyn and Bacon, Inc., 1970. II, pp. 148- 160. 

----------Excerpts, in From Roosevelt to Roosevelt. American Poli­
tics and Diplomacy 1901-1941. Otis L. Graham, ed. 
The Literature of History Series. New York: Appleton­
Century-Crofts Educational Division, 1971 . pp. 250-
255. 

----------Excerpts, in Nationalist, Realist, and Radical: Three 
Views of American Diplomacy, by Jerald A. Combs. New 
York: Harper and Row, Publishers, 1972. pp. 232-246. 
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George F. Kennan 
Dinner speech, May 3, 1956, 
Pittsburgh Foreign Policy Aasociation 
World Affairs Forum, "Can we do better than co-exist'l" 

One of our wisest and moat experienced fellow citizens, Mr. Walter Lippmann, 

in discussing speeches recently made in Washington by President Eisenhower and 

Adlai Stevenson, pointed out t hat this waa not so much a debate as it was a 

great common inquiry in·i;o what America• s foreign policy ought to be in the 

l ight of the change that h&a come over ~he world situation in the past three 

years. "We are all, 11 he s aid, "in a new and strange country, for which we 

have no acceptable maps -- neither Truman maps nor Eisenhower maps -- and we 

are reconnoitering strange ground." 

The subject of this present conference was announced as : "Can we do better 

than co-exist?" -- and it would be possible for me, this evening, to discuss 

that title in the literal and narrow sense. I could argue , for example, about 

semantics -- about the meaning of the term "co-existence." I could question 

wh0ther it is possible for a country such as ours to do more than to "co-exist" 

with any nation. 

But I suspect that what the organizers of this conference had in mind was 

something much wider than a literal discussion of the meaning of co-existence -

something more akin to the broad inquiry Mr. Lippmann was speaking about. And 

I am going to take this evening as an occasion for making my own modest contri-

bution to this inquiry. 

There is one rather important point that I should like to clarify> if 

possible, at the very beginning. It is often suggested that great changes are 

due in American foreign policy as a result of, and by way of adjustment to, 
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changes that have recently occurred in the attitudes and policies of the 

Soviet government. The President a~peared to be endorsing this same thought 

when he recently said that policies that were good six months ago were not 

necessarily now of any validity. 

This suggestion seems to me to reflect in large part a misunderstanding 

of the true situation. There have indeed been important changes in the atti­

tude and policies of the Sovie\ gov~rnoent. But their relationship to the 

problem of our own foreign policy is; in my own opinion, somewhat different 

than is generally supposed. 

In the first place, there is an impression that Stalin was a man of war, 

aiming to launch a military onslaught against the non-communist world, whereas 

his successors are men of peace. Therefore, it is argued, we no longer need 

to orient our policies exclusively to the danger of war. This is a great over­

simplification. Stalin was not what you would call a nice man, and his inten­

tions toward ourselves were strictly dishonorable. But the image of a Stalin­

ist Russia poised and yea!"ning to attack the west, and deterred only by our 

possession of atomic weapons, was largely a creation of our own imagination, 

against which some of us who were familiar with Russian matters tried in vain, 

over the course of years, to make our voices heard. In this respect the change 

that has come about has been more a change in the American attitude than in any 

external reality. 

Secondly, while the changes that have occurred in the Soviet Union do 

indeed suggest and emphasize the need for certain alterations in American 

policies, these alterations are ones the need for which ought to have been 

visible to us years ago and the implefilentation of which is decidedly overdue. 
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It should not have required the effectivenasa of recent Soviet appeals to 

the neutral bloc to bring us to realize that the extreme bipolarity of world 

po-wer which marked the immediate postwar period was bound to break down at a 

relatively early date and that this breakdown would give increased importance 

on the world scene to the atti~udes and reactions of the neutral po-were. It 

should not have required the evidence that the Russians were actually testing 

atomic explosives to make us recognize that weapons of such vast Gestructive­

ness were bound to become J sooner or later, suicidal and prohibitive for man­

kind at large. It should not have required things like the Geneva meeting to 

bring heme to us that it was foolish for .America to take a stance in world 

affairs that appeared to be oriented exclusively to the winning of a future 

warJ and that would plainly leave us empty handed and devoid of suggestion 

in case, as so many hundrads of millions of people desperately continued to 

hope, a new world war would not materialize and tensions should be reduced 

rather than increased. 

As one who ha.a pleaded for these recognitions on many earlier occasions 

rather futilely and often with a great sense of loneliness -- I find it hard to 

share, today, the view that things have quite recently occurred in the Soviet 

Union that change drastically the assumptions underlying American policy. 

I do not mean to belittle what has occurred. No one is more pleased and 

encouraged than I am about these ~ecent changes in Russia. They have unques­

tionably helped to reduce world tension. They represent, I think, the beginnirg 

of that mellowing process which overtakes sooner or later all militant movements 

and which has been the source of hope f or many of us who refused, in the darker 

moments, to take a despairing view of the Soviet problem. These changes point 
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the way to a lifting, in considerable degree, of the iron curtain -- to the 

restoration of a more normal and more hopeful relationship of the Russian 

people to their world environment, and to us in particular. I think all this 

has important and even, in some respects, exciting possibilities. 

But we should not exaggerate them. We would be 111 advised to ignore the very 

real differences of historical experience and tradition and outlook that still 

divide us from the Russian people and would co~tinue to divide us even under 

the most liberal conceivable Russian regime. We Americans have a tendency to 

hazy and exalted dreams of intimacy with other peoples; and the farther away 

those peoples are from us both in physical distance and in historical tradition 

the more we like to pictilre ourselves as associated with them in some sort of 

rosy nirvana of intimacy and comradeship. This has applied particularly, over 

the past hundred years, to our feelings about the Russians and the Chinese. 

Woodrow Wilson pictured the Russian people as a great mass of appealing, down­

trodden liberals, cherishing in their hearts the same ideals that animated the 

people of this country, waiting only for liberation from the strictures of 

political oppression to add what he conceived to be their "thrilling voice" to 

the aspiration.a of American democracy. The number of .Americans who have enter­

tained similar illusions and daydreams with respect to the Chinese is legion. 

I sometimes wonder whether these dreams of intimacy with what we regard 

as the humble and oppressed peoples of the earth do not represent a form of 

rebellion again.st the older European peoples who were, in a sense, the parents 

of this country. Perhaps we American.a, having once been the child of older 

nations, have a subconscious yearning, now, to play the father to someone else, 

in order to prove to ourselves the reality of our maturity and the finality of 
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our liberation from the apron strings of old Europe. However this may be, our 

dreams of poss ible association with the Russian and Chinese peoples have been 

unrealistic and a little silly: unjust to those peoples, because we attributed 

to them by implication a helplessness and weakness and dependence an in:feri-

ority, really -- that did not exist; unworthy of ourselves, since most of us 

are intelligent enough to be aware, on reflection, of the unreality of such 

visions. Perhaps we may regard the profoundly anti-American spirit of the 

political revolutions that have swept both these great countries during the 

past half century as in part a just reproof to ourselves for this childishness 

and wishfulness in our approach to them. 

Great damage can be done in international life , as in personal life, by 

the attempt to push intimacy beyond the point warranted by the real prerequi-

s itea of taste and outlook and experience. There are ways of looking at things 

and reacting to things among the Russian people which will always be strange to 

Americans and will always tend to arouse our resentment if we become too closely 

involved in their affairs. The same is no less true conversely. If, on the 

other hand, we keep our distance and concede to them the privilege of their pri­

vacy and their differentness, as we would like to have it conceded to us, being 

prepared to reserve judgment on that which we cannot understand and which need 

not concern us, I can see no reason why a satisfactory and hopeful relationship 

should not be established between the United States and Russia, even though the 

respective social systems and political philosophies remain theoretically in 

conflict. But then we must both take care to be modest in the demands we place 

on each other. And we .Americana, in particular, must learn to act more normal~ 

toward Russian people, to remenber that they are human beings like ourselves, to 
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get over the charged and excited quality we have contrived to insert into 

every sort of relationship with them, and to cease behaving as though every 

sort of personal contact between themselves and ourselves were some sort of 

extraordinary and miraculous phenomenonJ to be attended and gaped at by our 

entire public. When we reach the point where a Soviet agricultural delegation 

can visit this country and see something of our life without busloads of photog­

raphers and reporters at their heels every minute of the day, we shall have cca:ne 

a long way. Here is a point where our press and mass media, by helping to 

restore a climate of normalcy to the environment of Soviet-American relations) 

could render a real service to everyone. 

I f we can move in this direction, I em of good heart about the possibili­

ties for the future in our relations with Russia. 

I em sorry that I cannot say the same thing with regard to Communist China. 

I think we must draw a sharp distinction here. I cannot pretend to have fol­

lowed Chinese affairs with the qualifications or intensity of a specialist. But 

I am familiar with the ideology by which the Chinese communist leaders claim to 

be motivated, and by the example -- namely) that of the Soviet Union -- by which 

they profess to be guided. I must say that up to this time I have been able to 

observe in the conduct and outlook of the Chinese canmunist leaders nothing 

that could give justification for any immediate hope of better relations between 

ourselves and them -- nothing, in fact, but the most profound arrogance, inhu­

manity, and obstinate error in the understanding of the western world. 

Now let me make a caveat. I have never shared and cannot now share in the 

savage enthusiasm many .Americans have worked up over the cause of keeping the 

Chinese Communists out of the United Nations. I fail to see the logic of this 
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position or to understand the overriding importance people attach to the question. 

It is not my understanding that we ever objected on principle to the inclusion of 

conununist states in the United Nations. And to scratch around now among commu­

nist regimes to establish relative degrees of iniquity) entitling some to member­

ship and others not) is an undertaking for which I personally have no stomach. I 

have never understood, in fact) why membership in the United Nations should be 

regarded as a privilege and a reward for good conduct at all -- I think it should 

be regarded rather as a responsibility to which any regime claiming the allegiance 

of a sizeable portion of the world's population should be held, and held strictly. 

I don•t see that acquiescence in the acceptance of any particular country into the 

United Nations commits us to any form of sponsorship or approval of t he system of 

government of that country. I wonder~ therefore, whether it is really wise or 

necessary for us to stand in the way of the admission of the Chinese communist gov­

ernment to the United Nations if the majority of the other participating govern­

ments favor it. I have no enthusiasm for it. I would not recommend that we vote 

for it. But I would think it reasonable to suggest that we might, if only to c:Jear 

ourselves of the unjust suspicions of ulterior motive that rest upon us, abstain 

f rom voting on this particular question. Thia is) at the very least~ a suggestion 

which I think one ought to be able to put forward without incurring the charge of 

being subversive; and my plea, at the minimum, would be that we drop the unin­

hibited emotionalism with which we have contrived to surround this subject , and 

begin to discuss it calmly and maturely, as we should any other serious issue of 

world affairs. 

In our own bilateral relations to Communist China, on the other hand, I 

would hope for nothing at all at this juncture . I feel that the present Chinese 
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leaders have given to this country the deepest and moat unjustified sort of 

offense, which they should not be permitted to forget at any early date. I 

see nothing to be gained by entry into any direct diplomatic relations with 

them. Let us rather keep our distance> defend our own interests with deter­

mination and with whatever ruthlessness the situation requires> and not permit 

the Chinese communist leaders to forget for a moment that so far as relations 

between our two countries are concerned the explanations and amends for what 

has transpired are theirs to make. 

So much for the main figures in the communist camp. Now for the satellites. 

There can be no argument here about the hideous injustices committed some years 

ago in the forcing of communist regimes upon these people and in the cynical 

exploitation of them by Stalin for hie particular purposes. But if American 

foreign policy were to be addressed exclusively to righting the wrongs of the 

past rather than to developing the possibilities of the present> it would have 

a long way to go. Much of world history is little more than a recital of the 

injustices and brutalities committed by minorities of willful power-thirsty men 

on the more docile majority of mankind and moat of these wrongs will never be 

righted. What we must recognize today, in the case of the satellites> is that 

evil, like good> produces its own vested interests. Where regimes of this 

nature have been in power for mo::-e than a decade> there can be no question of 

putting humpty-dumpty together again and restoring the status quo ante . No one 

in this country has deeper sympathy than myself with those moderate and demo­

cratically minded people -- many of them my good friends -- who have been driven 

into exile by t he sickening intolerance of these communist regimes. But there 

is a finality> for better or for worse, about what has now occurred in eastern 
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Europe; and it ia no service to these people to encourage them to believe that 

they could return and pick up again where they left off ten or twenty years ago. 

Whether we like it or not, the gradual evolution of these communist regimes to 

a position of greater independence and greater responsiveness to domestic opin­

ion is the beat we can hope for as the next phase of development in that area. 

It is through this process that the respective peoples will best be able to 

return to something resembling a normal and independent participation in world 

affairs. But this transition will be effected most easily and most rapidly if 

it does not come as a military or an ideological issue -- if the satellite 

countries, in other words, are not asked to challenge in any way Russia's mili­

tary interests or to embrace abruptly, in deference to any external pressure, 

ideologies conflicting with that which is dominant in that reg ion today. The 

Soviet leaders have recently shown a greater liberality in their attitude toward 

these regimes; and this makes it all the more important that we should not allow 

ourselves to appear as the barrier to tendencies that are actually in everyone~ 

interests. 

This has an important bearing on our policies toward the countries that 

border on the camnunist orbit. I have always felt that the release of eastern 

Europe from the abnormal sort of bondage in which it has been held in these 

recent years will be beat facilitated if the line that divides American and 

Russian military power in central Europe is not too strongly accentuated and 

if there can be an increase, rather than a reduction, in the neutral zone that 

stands between. I think it, in other vords 1 a good thing rather than a bad 

thing that Sweden has never joined the Atlantic Pact 1 that Switzerland has 

preserved in every respect her traditional neutrality, that Austria has been 
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effectively neutralized} and that Yugoslavia is not wholly committed either 

to west or to east. I would wish that this neutral zone might be widened} 

rather than narrowed. While I realize that the concept of neutrality can be) 

and has been} exploited for communist purposes} I don't think that should 

deter us from recognizing the real advantages it may hold. IJ in any case} 

am a protagonist of neutralism in general} and feel that what we should wish 

from many other countries is not that they should make promises to defend us 

in case of war but should hold an enlightened view of their own self- interest 

and then firmly resist improper pressures from any quarter, in war or in peace. 

For this reason, I have always doubted the wisdom of the decision to re­

arm western Germany and to bring her into the Atlantic Pact. It seems to me 

that American policy should be aimed at the reunification of Germany and the 

earliest possible re-establishment of that country as a neutral factor that 

can blunt the sharp edge of military bipolarity in Europe and help, eventually} 

to mitigate the intensity of conflict between east and west. I am aware of 

the memories and inhibitions th-at cause the French and many other Europeans 

to contemplate such a prospect with unmitigated horror, and to fear that a 

Germany so re-established would eventually rework itself into the attitudes 

and aspirations of Hitlerism. But I think these fears ignore the real changes 

that have taken place in the mentality and aspirations of the Germ.an people 

in the past fifteen years. If our European allies insist that we must try to 

solve the Eur~pean problem of today on the basis of the conditions that pre­

vailed twenty years agoJ then I am bound to say I see no solution of that 

problem at all . and no very good reason why the United States should continue 

to commit resources to the vain hope of its solution. This) as I do not need 
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to stress, is a very serious conclusion. 

It is frequently observed to me by friends here and in Europe that the 

Russians don't want German unification and that therefore there is no point 

in pressing it more seriously as an objective of United States policy. About 

the soundness of this assertion} I just don•t knov; I suspect it to ba some­

thing of an oversimplification. But I see no reason} in any case) why Russia •s 

attitude cf the mome.~t s~ould be the binding determins.~t of vestern policy. I 

recognize that it may be too late to undo a portion of what we have done in our 

German policy; and I am not arguing for any abrupt or dramatic changes of policy. 

But I believe that before we can hope to make much further headway in the Euro-

pean situation, the three western powers will have to show a more genuine inter­

est in German unification than they have shown to date and a readiness to take 

greater chances, and to conteraplate more realistic concessions, to achieve it. 

The same principle applies, in my mind) to Japan. Again, I thought it 

regrettable) at the time, that it should have been necessary for us to conclude 

with the Japanese this particular sort of peace treaty, ~ich settled nothing 

with :respect to the adjacent areas and provided for an indefinite stationing of 

.American forces on Japanese territory. I suspect that this may have had more 

to do than we suppose with the outbreak of the Korean war -- by which observa­

tion I do not mean to condone in any way the cynicism and irresponsibility that 

led to the unleashing of that conflict. What troubles me particularly about 

the present arrangement is the maintenance of our bases in Japan. I have no 

illusion about the motives behind the Soviet agitation against our bases abroad; 

but again I see no reason why this should prevent us from r&cognizing that the 

prolonged stationing of .American forces on the territory of any foreign country 
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is always going to represent to some extent an unnatural situation and a 

burden on our relations with the people of that country. I can think of 

nothing moxe important for the peace and stability for the entire Pacific 

area than the relations between the Japanese people and ourselves. It seems 

to me a pity that these relations should be encumbered by any unnecessary 

burden. I fear that the prolonged presence of our forces in Japan) with all 

the minor inconveniences and irritations for the Japanese that this inevita­

bly involves, will) even with the best of intentions on both aides) constitute 

just such a burden. I think American policy ought t o be pointed toward a solu­

tion in which the Japanese archipelago, like central Europe 1 could eventually 

come to constitute a bridge 1 and an area of reconciliation1 rather than a bone 

of contention
1 

between the two great world systems. I have confidence in the 

maturity and enlightened self-interest of the Japanese people to assure that 

Japan would remain1 1mder such an arrangement J no less constructive and depend­

able a partner in world affairs than she is today. 

I can see that the conclusion of the existing peace treaty with Japan may 

have been unavoidable at the time; and obviously we could have done nothing 

other than to continue this line of policy during the period of the Korean war 

and its immediate aftermath. But it does seem to me that the time has come 

whep we might begin to direct our thoughts to the possibility of replacing the 

current arrangements by ones that would embrace a wider international agree­

ment) would assure stability not just to Japan but -- let us hope -- to the 

surrounding areas as well, and would make it unnecessary for us to ret ain force:i 

there indefinitely. I should be the last to suggest that anything of this sort 

be contemplated that did not make reasonable provision both for our own security 
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interests and for an acceptable and worthy future f or the Korean people. The 

fact that such a solution may seem far off today is no reason why we Alllericana 

should not set our s i ghts for it and work patiently and realistically for its 

achievement. That; it seems to me) we have not done. 

Let us now turn to the problem of the great "in-between" areas -- particularly 

the underdeveloped ones which are still forr.:ially or virtually uncommitted in 

the great world struggle. This is of course not one pr~blem but forty or fi~y 

problems. We cannot discuss them all this evening. But there are two main as­

pects common to many of these situations on which I would like to say a word. 

One of these is the problem of colonialism. The other is the problem of the 

assistance that America can give and would like to give for the development of 

countries that have lagged behind in the march of economic and technological 

progress. 

You are all aware of the conflicting demands that are made on this country 

in t~e colonial problem, and of the resentment and bitterness we reap from both 

sides. We face, on the one hand, the violent demand of a whole segment of the 

world's population that we should join in denouncing colonialism in every form 

and should assist enthusiastically at the dismantling of the colonial empires 

of our closest and most respected friends. The metropolitan owners, on the 

other hand) place precisely the opposite demand upon us. They insist that our 

attachment to them implies an attachment to their empires, and regard any expres­

sion of concern on our part for the instability caused by colonial unrest as an 

act of antagonism toward themselves. 

Two things strike me about this great wave of anti-colonialism the world 

is now witnessing. First of all, this is an emotional rather than a rational 
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cause; and t think its leading protagonists would be the first to admit it. 

Emotionalism and inconsistency are evident in many aspects of it: in the absllld 

distinctions drawn between overseas relationships and other relationships (col~ 

nialism being sinful if a body of water divides mother-country and colony but 

otherwise quite in order); in the close association of all these feelings with 

the color problem; and in the extent to which the achievement of national inde­

pendence is regarded by many of these peoples as an abs0lute. Few of the protEgo­

nists of ·this movement would argue seriously, I think, that the termination of 

the colonial bond would automatically mean, everywhere, better adl!linistration, 

greater justice, increased tolerance, greater prosperity to the peoples in ques­

tion. It is the principle, not the substance, that interests them. It is the 

status of independence, rather than any real advantages, that they want. 

Now I have no disrespect for emotional feelings as factors in world affairs. 

I should be the first to concede that mankind is governed by symbols and emotions 

rather than by reason, and that feelings deserve to be ta.ken seriously. It is 

reasonable that ve should be asked to recognize, as important realities, the 

intensity of the feelings of millions of colonial or recently col onial peoples 

about national independence, and the futility that is generally involved in the 

effort of a metropolitan power to retain indefinitely the colonial bond to a 

people who have once set their hearts on the goal of independence. Wherever 

our government honestly concludes, on the basis of its own careful observations, 

that a colonial relationship is really exhausted and thst the effort to preserve 

it can lead only to violence and instability, I see no reason why we should not 

say so, in all frankness and sadness, if circumstances require ua to take a posi-

tion at all. 
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But I fail to ·see why we should be maneuvered into professing an enthuaiaan 

we ought not to feel for what is in reality a painf'ul, tragic, and unavoidable 

process of history. Colonialism arose from historical factors largely beyond 

the control of contemporaries on both sides of the relationship. It is dying 

out, in many parts of the world, from similar causes. It has never been a moral 

act; it is rather a great human predicament. In many recent instances, it has 

not been by any means the onerous burden some would have us believe; and its abo­

lition, instead of leading to the immediate establishment of paradise on earth 

for the respective peoples, will be only the beginning of the long, hard road 

of independent responsibility. 

Let us, then, as Amerieans , have the courage and frankness to lend our 

friendly assistance t o the dissolution of the colonial bond where it has clearly 

outworn its real justification and where our interests are affected. But let us 

do this without pretense and without illusion, with sympathy both for those who 

have set their hearts on an ind~pendent national future, and with sympathy for 

the mother-countriesJ to whose feelings and pride of achievement this process 

often involves, as I see it, the moat grievous and tragic sort of injustice. 

Above all, let us be specific and not general in what we say on this subject. 

Let us not be led into anything so sweeping and vague as a sponsorship of anti­

colonialism per ae. We must not forget that there are numerous am.all branches of 

the human family that could not conceivably meet the responsibilities of national 

independence, and have no desire to acquire them. Some degree of human dependeme 

must always remain. We must not commit ourselves to a position which implies that 

every primitive tribe or tiny insular cc:mmunity should have sovereignty thrust 

upon it, even when that sovereignty would be unwanted and inevitably fictitiouso 
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And now a few words about economic aid. Again, you are all familiar with 

the demands constantly being made upon us in this respect. The peoples of the 

underdeveloped areas of the world are resolved, we are often told, t o tolerate 

no longer their inferior economic condition; the barriers that formerly divided 

them from the reet of mankind have now been swept away; they are now going to 

insist that within a very short time -- one or two decades, or a generation at 

the most -- such things as 9overty and hunger and poor public health must be 

eliminated from their lives. It is natural and right that these demands should 

be raised. It is true that the disparity -- or rather the awareness of the dis­

parity -- is an unhealthy and in tho long run -- perhaps -- intolerable situation. 

It is right that we in this country should give serious heed to these voices and 

examine very carefully what part we can wisely and legitimately take in helping 

to overcome this disparity. 

But precisely in this respect I would like to voice some questions and mis­

g ivings about some of our American attitudes. 

As you all know, in the face of such demands, if not always in response to 

them, we Americans have gotten ourselves into the habit since this recent war 

of giving extensive economic and military aid each year in a great many forms and 

to a great many people. These donations have come to amount, habitually, to a sum 

running into several billions of dollars each year. Yet only in very few inetames 

does this appear to have been sufficient. We find ourselves constantly confronted 

with the assertion, coming to us in many instances not only from outsiders but also 

from thoughtful and well-informed Americans as well, that our donations must in 

fact be greatly increased if we expect to prevent further deterioration of our 

influence and popularity in wide areas of the world. And yet we also find ourselves, 
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after more than a decade of this effort of benevolence, more hated> more maligned, 

and more disdained than at any previous period in our history, and precisely in 

those areas to which a good portion of our aid has been directed. 

Obviously, there is something wrong here. There must, it seems to me, be 

some enormous misunderstandingsunderlying this entire question, else there could 

not be so tremendous a gap between effort and result. What are these misunder­

standingef I suspect that they a.re to be found in some of the attitudes adopted 

by many of our own people. And I would like to speak of two or three of them 

before I close. 

First~ I think there is a misunderstanding here about how things work in tre 

relations between peoples and particularly in such matters as any sort of one­

sided assistance from one people to another. Many Americans seem to think that 

economic aid ought to be followed by an automatic reaction of gratitude and happy 

collaboration in all American purposes. People of my generation should not have 

to remind their contemporaries ' tbat there is no such thing as gratitude in inter­

national affairs. Alexander Hamilton pointed this out a long time ago> and we 

have no reason not to respect his words. We should remember -- and I have had 

occasion to say this before -- that any form of one-sided favor unduly prolonged 

soon ~omea to be viewed by the recipient as a right, to be taken for granted so 

long ' as it continues but promptly resented if it is withdrawn. I would submit, 

therefore> that any prolonged series· of direct donations by one nation to another 

not only will not produce feelings of obligation and gratitude on the part of the 

recipient but may very easily, in the long run, become a source of confusion, 

resentment, and discord. 

Secondly, I think that there is a misplaced desire and hope on the part of 
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many Americana to see our country become "popular" abroad -- to see ua under­

stood and loved by others. It seems to me that this, again, is a misunderstand­

ing both of what is possible and of what is desirable in world affairs. 

We are today, whether w-e like it or not, in the traditional position of the 

rich man. Let ua remember that it is only the poor who ca~ demand, with reason­

able hope of satisfaction, to be understood. No one ever tries to understand t1:e 

rich. 

A country in the position of our country today, regardless of how it got 

there, cannot expect not to attract to itself, like a magnet, all the jealousies, 

the malice, the derogation, and the ridicule of which a discontented humanity is 

capable; · Thia ia a cross we Americans must learn to bear cheerfully and with 

dignity. 

I would like to emphasize the word "cheerfully." Because the fact that 

popularity is a will-0 1 -the-wisp and not worth pursuing does not mean that there 

is nothing worth seeking and cultivating in the minds of other peoples. There 

is still something else to be had in international relationships that is far moze 

durable and valuable than popularity, and that is respect . When people ask what 

we could do today to improve our public posture in the world, I sometimes think 

the best move we could make would be to sweep from our minds, from our informa­

tion program.a, and from the statements of our multitudinous spokesmen abroad, 

every trace of a claim or insinuation that we are "nice people" or "generous" or 

"virtuous" and restrict ourselves to giving the impression that we are serious 

people, who know what they are about, vho have their own reasons for acting as 

they do, and whose confidence rests in their belief in them.selves, not in the 

appreciation of others. I am content that the world should remain ignorant of 
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our virtues, or should be le~ to stumble upon them in its own way, if it can 

only be brought to believe that we are not fools and that our purposes are not 

unre as onab le • 

Finally, there is the fact that we have been thrust so deplorably onto the 

defensive in many of these aid relationships, so that we appear to be doing what 

we are doing today not of our own volition but in a panicky effort to forestall 

some sort of threatened disaster. I must say that wherever the element of threat 

or pressure enters into any question of foreign aid, I would consider the possi­

bilities of the given relationship to be, for the moment, exhausted. Wherever 

people come to us and say: 11 Give us this -- or that -- or else we will take it 

from the canmunists or we will go communist ourselves" -- I think there is only 

one· possible answer, and that answer should be given unhesitatingly and categori­

cally, with a readiness to accept whatever the consequences may be. I simply 

have no confidence in the reality or solidity of any results to be obtained by 

yielding to such pressures. I would rather see us accept at once the worst pos­

sible consequences of a polite refusal than to see us whipsawed and blackmailed 

in this manner. And frankly, I think in most instances we would find that the 

consequences of such a refusal would not be as disastrous to us, or as easy for 

the people concerned, as they would have us believe. 

I do not mean to make light of this problem. I do not doubt that there is 

a place for assistance by this country to the underdeveloped areas of the world. 

Like every other .American, I like to feel that we have things to offer to the 

outside world out of our experience, just as the outside world has things to 

offer to us. I am sure there are ways all this can be arranged without detriment 

to the independence or the dignity of either party. In many instances, it has 
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been arranged this way. But I suspect that a large part o:f our foreign aid 

effort is already corrupted, to one degree or another, by the assumptions I 

have spoken about; and to the extent that is true, I also suspect that we could 

g ive fifty billion a year instead o:f five and the result would not be much 

better. 

I think, there:fore, that we require a general clarification of the terms 

and backgrounds of our aid programs; and I would plead for a new approach to 

this problem, marked by much more thought:fulness and dignity of concept and by 

more flexibility of execution than we · have had in these recent years. I would 

like to see us first look the rest of the world in the face and say to it that 

we will accept from no one the assertion of any a priori moral claim on America's 

energies and resources. To those who reply that in this case they will go comm.tr 

nist, . I would like ·to see us respond with a single word: "Go." When we have male 

all this clear, and not until then, I would like to have us say that we are neve~ 

theless prepared to devote a generous portion of our national product and techni­

cal assistance to economic development in other lands; that we are prepared to do 

this as a duty to ourselves and to our own ideals and not as a moral obligation 

to others; that we expect, accordingly, no gratitude for it from anyone else but 

also wish to hear from those who accept it no maligning of our motives; and that, 

finally, we wou~d prefer, as a general rule, in order to avoid all resentments 

and misunderstandings, to channel this aid through some international agency, in 

order that there may be no question of aelf'ish or ulterior motives on our part, 

and in order that others may be required to bear a share o:f the responsibility 

:for seeing that our contribution is used effectively and constructively. Then, 

having said all this, I . should like to see us do it, generously and handsomely 
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an.a· on a proper long-term basis. I can well imagine that this may involve an 

effort greater in scale than what we have done to date. And I would like to 

see us accompany this effort with trade policies no less liberal, no less coura­

geous, no less characteristic of the scale of action that ought to characterize 

all the approaches of a great country. 

Nov I see that I have spoken to you about our adversaries, ow; ex-enemies, 

and those ~ho are in l.!:.~g~ part neutrals in th~ great po~itical conflict of recait 

years. I have not said anything about that group of states whose importance is 

greatest for the future of our interns.tional relationships: nmnely, our close 

friends and allies. Here there is only one thing that needs to be said. It can­

not be reiterated too often. It is simply that we must be careful not to take 

our friends for granted, not to neglect them merely because they ma~ less troubl e 

for us than other people, and never to asaum~ th€i~ support vithout consulting 

their opinion. Le~ it never be said that America does more for those who threaten 

to be her enemies than for those who have proven themsetves her friends. 

To sum up, I should like to see us more relaxed and more normal in our deal­

ings with our Russian adversaries -- bolder, more imaginative, and more far-seem.g 

in our approach to the strategic areas that lie to the east and west of Russia 

more appreciative and more attentive toward those countries whose adoption as 

friends has been tried and proven. And with regard to those other great areas of 

the world, where people today are trying to fight 'their vay tbro~h all the accu­

mulated handicaps of past experience, to a more comfortable and hopeful life, I 

should like to see this country recover the dignity and balance o~ its position, 

abandon the effort to cultivete an illl.:..sory popularity, and set out to earn the 

respect to which it is entitled by its instincts, its temper, and its achievements 

to date. 

* * * 
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Alf~ And itte ;· 

Kc But how are you oi to et a ed 
and 1t1ah troope the conttnentt 

KEii 
today. 

. . ell, certah1l7 not Vith theee prr1•o 

2 When you aay " 
lacture you tel.kad a out " r 
the continent. • You do reall.7 

A in, I I lt 

tbs co tiaent -- I • 
t hlart ~ the con 

c 1 of n;y vari ti e of a 418•~·"'6".­
in l'Jlll!U' ee a f 1r t t p; 

without rte 

point in 1'0Ur 
re "fr 

averse ? 

I c n con-

re ve th9 troops fr 
you could remove th 

ien side; or 
countrie nd a cert in 
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number of watern countrte1 • • Of thee Tari tio , I nd to ow 
which 1• beet. I would perao lly think that no di n meut vou.ld be orth-
vbtle tr cur ateniipoint which did not lnvohe tbs vac tton o! Poland 
Run.sary. 

Mc Z t you an p d - -
to see all American orce vitMr 

rfectly cL ar about thi 
c tinentf 

Yea. 

tthdr wn trcm r-itaio, toot 

I nrua t aay t t perso l l.7 
with tbe cour e of ·t 1 rha , not 

t 10WJf e rel t 

can't 
rni • 

e why they couldn't b 
ut I --

till in ! 

XE1Uf.A1': Yea. And the atomic deterrent at1ll •tanU 1n our hnm•1 
nd ln gliah hande, and as or.ereble in the cue or e.ny attac n the1e co 1-

mntal o · :trie • 

Z ov 7au can aee 
:toUovea b7 r1 or g,ungi:u-Jirn 

Ml: ell, all I e n a7 
:f'ormally or:rered to Chancellor 

tbe e ter acme or Geruny and tr 
1 of 

c this 

ua to 91, but it 

~ : reell7 ,,.d, 
we would in t'aot be better o'tf 11" this 

Aft': t ia correct. 

1 

T?ERMAW: And a eat deal tu ecidi tbat1 quite .... ~-..-.,_ thie que tio 
of the A ricen t.rO?pa a vbere tbe7 are bet s looated -- rio n t rce --
ia rman7 itself, 1n this nev lt tton. 

ee. 

, how in th1a m ituation .. 
e<.'ani itself'., a in , oenwr of' Wll"8et., j 

7ou are aa f.n.g l'llll2lJ' to cep~ limitation 
certain pled a about front! r•; 7ou are 
situation. 
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re.ther 
a ll> ve vho haft prease4 tbe11 into 111tar1zation. 
from them> nor haa any verJ atron cle•ire ecae 

U:SSOB: Yea,, but ve'r at1ll th1 
of time. I 

I'm : Yea. 11> hie is the heart 01' 
epeak to th11 aa a hiatori • It a to 

14, • 

it 1 > 

n't c 

t t COU!" 

I 

r 

in the e rly year a! thi tliry -- tbe two n t 
vhich to t el•TMt really ol.G vi in th first place. y 

mitted the lebeTik BeTolut1 n to t place; t y rmitted it to 
firmd in onr; and they aft it it• gre&t territcr:lal 
It i we o annot ti nd a Y87 '! work 1 vi th t 
on our eide -- t I think 11 1 -- I 
urope. 1a aeema to to • solutel.y e ae 

ln d1Y1ded Eur ae an 1!1d finite aolutt 

nERMA!f i !be otnt 't-91.ng th.et Oermanr vtll baw a German polic7. It l t 
inten et ot the lfeet,, u you 1ee it., t t that German pol107 ball be a policy 
v ich. atchee with watern poUc:y. 

are toda:y. 
aotar u i:t 

ou knov,, I thi nk. St vould today. 
our Jud nte n the buie o 

zm: I '• c letel.J oonf d on thia 
a tb&t Oerman7 1h uld neutr lized,, 
I mean there vou.1.d be no q ation about t t 1 

outside ATO. 

Tes. 

• 

e in uoh greet 
my ovn lier,, 

f'ore World r I,, 

r., she ' 

zm: And 19t 7ou 're talkl about a GerDl:m17 on our 1 • 

~l,l.Ul'l.n: r . nzle,, I 
feeli e and a.~ ·· le l 
ori tece ot pa r,, u tod•>» 
ctuall7 don't belie~ that 

people there. I think it 18 

S oa: Could l J t 
d 7ou nti ; t 

to e la ~ate oo poi ich 1ntertJ te!J 

ff d thla 

Director's Office: Faculty Files: Box 19: Kennan, George, Publications 
From the Shelby White and Leon Levy Archives Center, Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, NJ, USA



StMPOS /9 

and FO bed that. ell1 ottered thin promi 
1 t haan •t been worth the paper 1 t • • vrl tten n. But you aae 

not caiaitted a1l1tar1ly to either aide am of' course it 'a quite obviou.a 
that 11' we are 401 to t a disen nt pol1c1, the onl7 hope ot tti 
the aians to accept it ~- it there 18 eny ho -- ie that. But 7012 lso 
said in your lecture• you don't l1 security cta1 nci I vculd 11 ou to,, 
U you could,, to elaborate a JJ;t.le bit on two point : A. ov ere you going 
to reuaure German)' 11' she does gree to leave ro that ehe • not gains to 
·:. left alone if e e' t d; and econdl.y, a I thin thi !s ~ust 
important althoU£b, l raonall.7 don't elie~e ny cen ~ menace to her 
ne 1 bbora in,, not only far the re o 70tJ •ve aaid but b c it. u mu to 
mo tbs\ if there'• one thing that' certain bout euy futu:re var 1t•s that 
Clen:LB?Q' finlebes up as red1oacth'1t desert., I think the rma realize 
that. But 7ou ce ' t • ct reno n,, and e olee nd Cr. ch ,, t;; 
tbat -ror anted., and hov are you soi t o ree.acure ~ 1 
G~naan 111tori .. unleea 7ou have • fo of' ecurit.1 t? 

ell,, I w ul4 consider th t the tlantie Pact r i d in ex etence. 
It wae ln existence before the Germana vare part ot it em I 1m not propo•t 
at all that it ahouldn 't remain as an engagement between ;>u:rselvea e.nd the re 
And I would hope that t1la rench vo ld regard our ert inp er t t pact 
quite aeriousl.J' 1 whet r we bad garriaona in Germany or ot. I th1 the7 
ahould. I t'eel quite trotl81J about th1 ,, eoau.e decisio -!n · eh1 ton 
to enter into the Atlentio act in 191.iB and 19ii9 very solemn one,, end 
•ant •~ th1 • l • quite sure that a le n 1t,, whet r 
we have the erriaom there or not. 

I I • not at ll clear nna9 though, on lwv you 're 
oi rantee that Germ.any re 1 and r maino di ermed. A.i-e 7ou 

propoei e eleborat eyate11 of 1 pecti n in ny! Ar you opoeing en 
enforcement Jo 17 7 t ••t a ua ia of nzu:m neutral! t yf A step bac 

rd,, really,, trom enaany'e pr sent statue. 

[ Alf: ell,, you ov I th ir J hn SleaeOT could a r tbet better 
than I could, in a aenae, t'rcaa the technical and ilitaey tandpoint. I tion 't 
think it vould be so 41tficult today to aure tbt Qe ey 1m1J not in a posi-
tion to take part in tbe 11ajor ato ic wetcne -- clll.tintion of atomic weapons. 
If abt v~nt• to haTe ••ll oonventio 1 f'creee ,, that 'a anot r th! • 

[ 'I'YEEMAll : t it ehe wants lar comention 1 forceaf You would cept 
conventt-oaal t rceef I ean,, you 're not loo t r c pletel;r 41• df 

: . No. I think 1he vou.ld cl c vent1ons.l ~ore • 

t purpoae1' 

( 1'Dl1Alf: oau.ee •he vo11ld haft -- i.n the eeat t re would be poe~ibilttie-
ot border incidente1 there would alao be t int rml -proble • 11' wre 
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II up f'r no able to banil• her ovn internal lituation, n.J' thre t t at c 
her own co:mauniete, tben, ""t course, the uae1ane a ht tau of' t t. 

{SLESSOR: 
it eeelU to 
1litary Tac t re. 

a rm.ans - - 111•• withdraw,, 7 \l'w 
to aafe d the f»ont !ere of ....... ,~ ...... 

up thia q o 't i 
at once. nd tvo factors aeea to me in the ti 1 one 1 
it' o1n to be a rett7 bi Jo· to convi e anybody t t 
ro 1tton; and 70u. 'n ot to cret..te a climate of opinion,, in which your lect 

have had a at ; ut acondly 7w ' ve at to va ti , to way of thinki 
for Germany to H~ uf totently to tan the pl ca on t fro i &: of f're do 
of' the ent 

(mot 
tbie eart. 

e aHamia that thia vould talat years to mgot iate aftJ'thi of 

( ......... ;w:.p 

it bee & a in 
v,uldn' t tolerate f 

nd eurely, tho 
threat to eutern ur 

ell, I' not ao ure bout that. I don't k.no,w hy the7' 

[ ltc ZIE: Pure pro rule., :poHibly. 

[ 11, at leut could ~1 out 7 explor1 t • 

C!e 

r TH, as nn n id in one of hi• leet a, y t'• tho tter 
vith props. ndaf 

[ MoGNZD: Ver, etfect1w, indeed. 

( 6 SOE: But look here., on thie qU1et1on o~ eecur1t7 ct, auntly i f 
1'9 evar ct to thia poa1tio or thia ein a practical propoaiti n 11, 
t lilt it would. a tvo-vay atreet. It wouldn ' t only be antee to uaJCmD 

a ;ai t 1 attac d., 1t ould be a ntee to rma i bor 
tin attacked. 

( Al: Yee, and to de., too --

(SU:SSO : to 

.. 
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[ AW: nd I could aee.., tor exaple, an owr 11 uro n ourity pect,, 
embrac1 pr ovis1one overning t he 1tatua o Oerman;,, bein • l &ned by both 
sides, that 1a bJ oureebee and t be atana., end yet the tlantic ct con-
tinuin und1nliniebad and unaffected b7 it. I d n ' t ee ~ that ahouldn't be 
poeeible. ] 

Mc Zll : You rin us to the que1tion or Atlantic ct and 
and here I'm ain perple.zec!. ou f1r t of all enTia e the drop 1 
aoat powerlbl nation in Aro -- rman, -- certainly tho oat -poverful uro an 
one. Seoo ly., JOU envl a e the vithdreval ot ric n f'orc e fr the continent 
or ~. 'lb.1.rd~, 7ou enTiea tm def e of t uro n nation b lng inly 

territorial heme rd uia. And you a id lso in your leot that 
•houl.4 not be ed for the 4~pl011lllc7 ot t t, there hould no coel1-

t1on d1pl cy. • , precisely vbat '• left of TO lf you do that~ 

· 11, ~ t what vae there tore took tba into it, 
which I mver approTed. You must realize that u a pert of talkin 
about, tii. 4 Ana7 would get back bohi t ?is borders o~ Poland. ov t hat doe 
af~eot V.?7 tl.y, ae I underet•u it, the whole etrate ic attuatton in ope. 
Aa ot today, the Soviet d A.ray a an area or deplo,aent in eastern Oem.e.n;r which 
enables it to overc _ th\a eat com:municattona-poor z o"t' ter ope, 
vhicb haa alvaya ibeen tbs traditional barrier tve n s16 and t Ve t . 
lfov, 11' the d .Artq were to retire behind ola , n attac by them -- a 1.nni 
att ck on wester urope -- voul4 1nTohe 1'1rat, the reoccupation of nd. 
And elieve • there would be time, trom the western t ndpoint, to r ct to 
thla. 1' r:IV other thi 1 --

MclE!Z.IE: ov do you re ct tf rican force an 1t1 h forces ere not 
on the cont1nentt 

.Look. ae t'orces not oing to to too R s fr c n 
in then. th1 that ii 1aportant tod1t.1 ia t a o ic deter:1ent, nCi that 
I ba'ft aid I think w ahould .Uep. A I voul.d say that tb.Bt wou l bee 
operable, at once, tr tbere vere •DJ ttempt to r.-tn de the c .tinent on the 
part of the .Busaiana. I would aea'Ullle tbat that would happen. 

SU!SSO : Then yo voul.4 asa\BH, I hope, la esreem. nt with • that in a 
uropeen var, aa opposed to aome or tbeee peripher 1 wan elaev 
uropean var it 1a re•l17 a tallaey to talk about lia1t1 it'l 

reall7 he ened, if we did t to a point vben t l'O diviEi1o 11tarted n 
the road, to think thet 70u can hold that up vtt 28 atvtaio vith tbe ta.c'tioel 
at tc weapons agai t 150 divialona or t s 1 i non.eem1e am t t the ulti-
aet w on voul4 eo ner than 1 ter c into it. 

!think in ope tbat ' e olute~ trua. (If .it' a the oviot 
elTee t t are ed. 
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If it the ovi t ~ore t lw th t --

[!l!l'Eli I mention thia particularly cnua 7ou 
or 7our letturee or the tact that the ve•tern po 1t1 n in 
f'roa aound nd 181'3. 

point 1n om 
rlin 1• veey t r 

r : ~t ·e Berlin i• the o point where tbia can 
be "ruszed" up to such a ae don ' t knov v t r 1 on t gre eion 
or not. rlin' pl c v re t .., o theoretical~ foroe us to t9 the 
overt ct. 

[ : nd vould you ••1 that today t 
nr ucb ove., s it re cted at t • ti• or t 

vest should re c .... nov, to 
rlin ir li t7 

[ : Yes. I t a7 t t to the erlin posit1 
Tit 1, hin W ha al d t there -- tbe ople of rli 

1 in 1 7, a d tb9y ahoulan 't be let d the e•t in a wry stout 

[SLESSO'.R : od vould th1• debt be di charged in a neutralized d diaarmecl 

Ge D)'' 

.. 
in 

[ lh Te!', bee • of cour1e the city voula 
would have a ohan e of Ute a 111,, and I think 

ny, ll]'S• lf. 

di tely restored t 
rlin 1 wry e.lthy toroe 

I'm atill orr1ed, 11 e cKenz1e,, bout vbat ot te ATO would 
be in tter these v i us change• ..,. ta place., i that o need& N TO 
atill to ablo to depb,y tbe ultimate aeter nt 

[ t W 11, you 1ee, it dcean't t t r have to 
pr miae to defend the nited Statea, tor 

rm.any. Do you e the 1attnotionT 
nited t tee to resol e to efe 

( TIE t: : Ye1,, 79e. 

lE: You mar:m a neutralized rmany might be anteed --

[ A Yea, I think could extend vhat amounts to unilateral 
Oftr it and l certainq ahoul4 eca • I regard it aa absolutel7 vital. rm. 7 
site at t'ulcrm or vorld power, u b6tveen t •iana an! tba stern vcrld, 
and t does 1een to n that vbat ill ,our lternati to thie o p it 
aiTide ~or eTe~l t urope divided f er ever, indefini ly. t 
tbl a telllte in their reHut •it tion 1 e:finit q . nd it aeea e m to 

unreasonable t~ expect t • to t out nttr ly vith co ter ova n 
OU? pert vhataoe r, I ao 't thin t 1 are 1 to o it. Di.\ a I snid in 
th1• lecture, if tbe7 t to thB point re t y ahould tbi thet they bad to, 
they vouldn 't vant to an t 1th ue to do it; th y 'd j t do it. l 
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Mo zm: Could we presa you little ore thie que t1on ot hov we tern 
urope le o1 to d fend i e U' flfter theee d elo 

lk about territorial ail1t1a bei the in b • t1ons 
of water urope, apparent~ kind of haM us.r~ a 
earth. aw, are you re lly aertoua about thi8 u a in ur rn 

t 

Alf: Te -- in,, if you co ider t 
l fr ny of thi.8 t re 
the countrie o to 

tactic 1 at ic ~ the th vithdr 
c then the lhiaa 1 ns army -- aa a 

withdrawal. The Russians von ' t vitb.dr 

Your next aibllit1 
on the orld er I I :tter e 
the sort of arm1 that the 
That'• not where their secur1t7 l iee; 
rent, it it ta a queetion or Russian 

ov, t •a the ot r th:re t 1th which t 7 ere t 

to. 
ter-

threat 1 that of inter 1 walmeee, internal eubwr ion, lar c oupe 
intillidati 1n aOID9 va7 the r at or t count?')',, n4 p aibly t n tore o 'fr 

QD8 of.bar comauntat power c in 1 icU.sry y to sort of clinch the 
thin • Jld a 1 t t 1t to 7 could force etter --
in t firat place .. c tter utted to --

I thought,, • 
e te.m cad in. I thi 

it you had tbeae rorcea then the 
and that'• what ee ma to rrt 

in fnct d li 
id, in of ur lecture , 

1t 'llOrthvhi le c 1n 1n 

W!JlULN: ll, I ul4 onl)r t t it wcuUl f tor the)- volild telm 
into nccount. v1tserl.8 got by io two n:>t c -- 1 the 
second World ar not ca e •he coul.dn ' t ha o owrrun .. but ro bl.J c us 
1t wouldn ' t haft been woibwhile. The Russi didn ' t oocupy 1nl at t nd 
ot World ar II,, not oause they coul.dn •t do it but beca e I think the7 felt 
that re vaa a ry hi h et :te ~ internal morale in lnla and that it 
would be a rat r u 11 D4 d if'ticult tuk. ihat ' • o or t 1 
the7 didn't do it. ow,, ell I have in al 1• tb11: 
not def ed at tho trontier. ither t 1 are 
ato:rdc wapon a.r the7 have to occupation not else. 

7 t e countriea,, t1cul.arly ny --

[ Pol.and in a iser~~ op ? 

t 
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I vaa incl 1 t in a di d ope. Thie i• robably 
all the Buae1ana would vant the• to ba•e. 

[SIBSSO'R: Could I chip in oment re. I me n,, the ee to t e 
• thing tween -- you ea7 tbe7 couldn't be defe ed at t:tie frontier and you 

ther implied that t re 'a nothi t n th nd abt nc ou to put · 
w internal re•iatance it t d rCl1 ) 

what I 

tbe conventional 
uch more to pre 

a vith you,, 
thi auoh •ore than 
quite poeei'b~, 'bot 

tbre t 1 

nt,, 

__., .... ,...,,: · ll,, I think I haTe not made J11189l! clear there. t I had in nd 
vu 1omethi ver, a h li e tbe regular convent! l fore s,, xcept t t y 
vould not bave the avier type of ute. a that their tr 1n1n,., vould b 
ctual -- they vou.ld t u t to fight oldiers no ll;y r nd to defe ,, 

o far a1 they could et: nd,, but t ;y ul.d alao be a to 
another •tatue 1.n cue the territory vaa cecup1ed 'bJ' tbe ene • 
relative• in orva;r ·- one of •7 brothera-in-1 t r vi h 

d forces in 1 O, v n th t 
tilley end after they 

to o in thi conti t 
, cuh, no c ic io 1 no ccm::!lB?ln 

to be reereate 1.ater by the 
It voul.d ha Te n uch 

r le, that •a all that I in 

of 

Mc up with thi• 1.de of teritor1 1 111tia,, you also 
1u • d,, Mr. Kennan, t t to able to connnc Bua ia t ro i no 
uia tor pupPet regi • in the \feet. ov,, I found this e:str ordinal7 v n 

Frenebman ia every four vote• c unut, nd one Italain in &'fttl"J three "Tote 
c nut. Bow can ve convince - -

I led you ae7 this. t • prec1 ly ~ point: th t t 

Itali n c 1at i•• n been gre ter anger to t 
or veatern urope a1 e 1945 than the pomeib1ltt;y at n tt by 

ut how can ve convince t 
s. 

Well, there 
nt thte ,, d I 

1 t e tvo countr ie1. 
t I t t 11 people 

n't Ip id 

n't think you 
ICHt~""'"-' countries C trive 
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to do eamething to correct th1 eit tion -- I tbl t t 11 nn e.r > C!u•lly --
I d 't t ink n,bo,iJ c n cmiH th ecurity. I think 11 the undertakin 
of the Atlantic Paot er• in &Ol!l8 respects illusory so lo ae they have canponent 

SLESSOR: It would ke a poverful difference; though_ if tbe e co\ll>tr1es 
happen to be countri"'e vhlch were cont1 ous to the ed r:ay. 

!!DAW: That; of course> es at diff'erenc • e thin e that save 
t!Mt It liens and the reneh are the r ct that t y 1re not. plus th faot that 
the Yugoolava occu117 n ambiguo poaition. 

ery briefl7, Mr. Jrermao~ could 
vh t p ns nert? ov JATO 1e in precis 

'ri you to the q ticn of 
opposite direction fro 

vhat you've edvocated. ey 're to for eter ope n~ 

o What do ycu eel !a the mo ne.xt e~p. in t situotionf 

Mf: You know> tb.e.t '1 the rde1t QUll!'&tion 1ou cou.ld have es d 
.Bee e I really do not eee •03'· rt eem.E to me that what h happenea in l;hese 
t ut d19ya in ar1G he• served a1mpl,- to make ne otiet ion aore difficult. vithout 
~ding anytbi re l to t defense of urope) at least not for t a next yeo-
110. 

It'e otistiona ore difficult b use of deo~eiono about? 

Vell .. you ee today ve c 14 -- tbe U ited ctat a and t:he United 
om - could not n:w mgoti te with the Eussta abut atom e weapona in 

uro without holdin a_nother lfJ.f.rO ti113,, c c to a gr 
in principle with ell the ot r BATO pOll'erB vhich ve ba to r pee~. 

SIESS : Bot, I thin .. to h ve them in Germ ny .. have wei I think thet 1B 

een left o-pen till t e ·larch ezamina.ti n. 

The t • c arroet • 

TYE 1': Where the1 '11 be has e le o n - -

Yea. but I mean the lcnnin propoeel for the free :.one vs of 
a n- oliah-Czech zorie f ree ot nuclear "9apone,. ac't it? It doean 't a~• 

t o th t that's been fatally preJudioed yet. 

11, it n 't . But it would he.rdly p Hi , it 
nov tor ue t" -c into negotietl a vi the Ruoeiene vithout 
in 1t with 611 our Ji.TO alliea. 

~ ...... .u:u.iZIE: I m freid ve ust le v tl-..e m :tt.er th re. 
onl;y to th 7ou. Mio. nnm'L net o 17 f or tont 
but for t he eeri&e of etx lecture• you have gi 

ver3 uch i ed.. n thank you.. 1 o .. to t.b.e que re. 

to e., 
cle r 
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on solient 

editor o 
rec aea 

CEB : c adio e r u ht J'OU IO dt j 

poi ts e r ut of the six oitb Leet 
artit.: i'Pating wre 'the n wno <iellve d 
1 of the R~yal Air Force, Sir John leaocr; 

be rt 
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WORID WAR Ir 

Stafford Little lecture Series 

May 1, 1951 

?rinceton, N. J . 

The Cambridge historian, Herbert 3utterfield, recently wrote : 

"Behind the great conflicts of mankind is a terrible human 

predicament which lies at the neart of the story: • • • Con­

temporaries fail to see the predicament or refuse tc recognize 

its genuineness so that our knowledge of it ccmes from later 

analysis -- it is only with tne progress of historical s cience 

on a particular subject that men come really to recognize 

that there was a terrible knot almost beyond tne ingenuity of 

man to untie . " 

I do not suppose tnat this was any more true of World Uar II 

than of any other great physical conflict. But the fact remains that it 

~-as a war poorly understood by tne peoples who fougnt it on the demo­

cratic side, and particularly ourselves; and I am sure th~t this lack of 

understanding of what was involved in the conflict. itself has much to do 

with the great bewilderment and trouble vre seem now to be experiencing in 

adjusting ourselves to the situation it left in its train. 

It occurs to me that perhaps the most helpful thing to understand 

about thi s recent war is the extent to which it was prejudiced, as a 

military encounter, before it was begun - the extent to which, you might 

say, it was not fully winnable. 

I.et me explain how this was . Before tne war began the over­

r.helming portion of the world's armed strength in land forces and air 
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forces had accumulated in the hands of three political entities - Nazi 

Jermany, Soviet Russia, and lmpE.rial Japan. All of these entities were 

deeply and dangerously hostile to the Western democr azjes . As things 

stood in the late thirties, if these three po\'iers were to combine their 

e.f.forts and stick together in a military enterprise, the remaining 

Western nations plainly had no hope of de.feating t .1em on the land mass 

of Europe and Asia, with the armaments they had or even those in pros­

pect . In Europe arrl Asia, Western democracy had become militarily out­

classed. The world balance of po1'er had turned ctecisi vely against it. 

I am not claiming that this was perceived, or muld have been 

easy to perceive, by Western statesmen. But I believe it was a reality. 

And as such, it plainly limited the actual prospects for the West if war 

were to occur. Of the three totalitarian powers, Japan was the only one 

llhich could conceivably be de.feated by the democracies without invoking 

:!'or this purpose the aid of one of the other totalitarian powers. In 

the case of Germany and Russia, the situation was bitter. Together, 

they could not be defeated at all. Individually, either of them could 

be defeated only if the democracies had the collaboration of the other. 

But such collaboration, if pennitted to proceed to the point of 

complete victory, would mean the re la ti ve strengthening of the collabo­

rating pov1er and its eventual appearance as a greedy and implacable 

claimant at the peace table . Not only that : any war in which cne of 

these two powers was fighting on the side of the democracies could hardly 

be fought to a complete and successful finish wi.t~out placing the 

collaborating totalitarian power in occupation of large parts of 

Eastern Europe simply by virtue of the sweep of military operations. 
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As things stood in 1939, therefore, the Western democracies were 

already under the handicap of being militarily the weaker party. They 

could hardly have expected to avoid paying the price. Theirs were no 

longer tne choices of strength. The cards were so stacked against tnem 

that any complete, unsullied democratic victory in a new lfOrld war was 

practically impossible to foresee . 

Now it may be asked, from the vantage point of hindsignt, whether, 

if this wa5 tne case, '7estern statesmen would not have been wiser in the 

years prior to nostilities to have shaped tneir policies in such a way as 

to embroil the totalitarian powers with one another in order that they 

might exhaust each other and leave the security of the Western democracies 

undiminished. This.is, of course, precisely what Soviet propaganda has 

charged Western statesmen with doing in the thirties, and indeed some of 

their actions were so amoiguous and ill- advised as to seem to lend sub­

stance to the charge. Actually, it would be flattering to the vigor and 

incisiveness of Western policy in those unhappy years of the late thirties 

if we could believe that it was capable of such desperate and Machiavellian 

und~rtakings . I personally can find no evidence that any substantial 

body of responsible opinion in any of the Western countries really 

wished for war at all at that time - even one between Russia and 

Germany. It was plain that a war between the Nazis and the Russian 

Connnunists could take place only over the prostrate bodies of the small 

states of Eastern Europe. And notwithstanding the tragedy of Hunich, the 

extinction of the independence of these Eastern European states was 

something no one wished for. If other evidence of this were lacking, you 

had the bald fact that it was, after all, tr~ issue of the independence 

of Poland for whicn the Frencn and Britisu finally went to war in 1939. 
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The fact is that a policy aimed deliberately at the embroilnent 

of the totalitarian pol'fers against eacn otner was - for subjective reasons 

naver really a practical alternative for democratic statesmen. People 

wno wish well for tne democratic idea can find in that fact a source of 

hope or despair, depending on how tney J.ook at it. And as tne shades 

of war closed down over Europe in the sllillDer of 1939, tne dilemma of 

Western statesmen, as 1'e now see it in retrospect, was clear and 

inescapable. Tnere was no prospect for victory over Ge:nnany, unless it 

were with the nelp of Russia. But for such nelp, even if it were forth­

comi.'1g, the ~iestern democracies would have to pay heavily ~ n the military 

consequences of tue war and in tne demands tnat would be raised at the 

peace table. Their military purposes, in other words, were mortgaged in 

advance. Tney might be achieved, as far as Germaey was concerned; but 

. there would be a heavy poll tical cnarge against them. Tbis was not, 

incidentally, merely a matter of collaboration with Soviet Russia. The 

tortured compromises tne democracies were destined eventually to make 

witn Vichy and with Franco Spain and elsewnere were ail part of this 

pattern. They were part of tne price of Western wilitary weakness. 

It is important that tnese things be recognized; for when we look 

at tne problem of the Vlestern powers in tnis lignt, bearing in mind the 

unpromising nature of tne military undertaking on which they were e!!P­

barking in 1939, we begin to wonder wnetner the great mistakes of "Western 

statesmen in connection with tnis world wa!" were real.ly those of the 

wartime period at a.Ll - whetner tney were not ratner the earlier mistakes 

or perhaps we ougnt to say earlier circumstances - which nad permitted the 

development of a situation so grievously and fatefully "loaded" against 

Western interests. This is of course tne problem o.f the deeper origins 
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of the war; and I think we have no choice but to face it, for tne thought 

at once suggests i tse.lf that toe best way to win so inauspicious a war 

mignt have been to find some way in "Wnich one would not have had to fight 

it at all. By September, 1939, it was of course too late for this. ?y 

that time, the French and British had no choice, any more than we had in 

the Pacific in the days follmving Pearl Harbor. But was there a time wl'en 

it was not too late? 

Tne question as to wnat '7festern s t atesmen might nave done to 

avoid Wor.Ld War II is not an easy one. It i s a little disconcerting to 

find respectable scnolars, such as tne French nistorian Bainville, claiming 

as early as 1920 to see a peculiar logic in tne situation flow-1....ng from 

World War I and predicti ng quite accurately, on tne basis of this logic, 

tne general course of events up to and including the outbreak of World 

War II. It is disconcerting, because it leads you to ask whether i'lorld War 

II was not perhaps implicit in the outcome of World War I; in the fact that 

Engl and and France nad been injured and l'raakened far more deeply than 

they knew in tnat f irst encounter; in tne fact that Austria-R'111gary and 

Russia were both lost for the maintenance of European st.ability; Austria­

Hi.lllgary because she had disappeared entirely, Russia because her energies 

and resources nad been captured oy people violently nostile to capitalist 

democracy in general; and in tne fact that tne Germans - frustrated, i.m­

poveri sned, stinging w::...tn defeat, uncertain in tne breakdown of their 

traditional institutions - were nevertneless left as tne only great united 

people in Central Europe. looking at these tnings, it is easy to conclude 

that World "far II just could not nelp but develop; that it was nothing 

more than the inevitable aftermath of World War I. You tnen start poking 

back into the origins of the earlier war to discover tne real sources 
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of the instaoility of our time. And from this standpoint it is only a step 

to absolving tne Western statesmen of tne twenties and thirties of all 

responsibility for tne second war, and to regarding tnem exclusively as tne 

actors in a tragedy beyond their making or repair. 

l'his is of course an extremism. Statesmen, it is true, generally, 

inherit from their predecessors predicaments and dile!!!IJas to which they 

can see no complete solutions; tneir ability to improve situations by 

action over tne snort term is often quite genuinely limited; but over the 

long term (and two decades is a respectable length of time) tnere are 

always ~ cnoices at tneir disposal. I think it fair to say that World 

War I was a genuine tragedy which left the Western world much worse off 

afterward tnan it nad been before and significantly narrowed tne choices 

of Western statesmen in tne postwar period; but it did not eliminate those 

choices entirely. There were, in otner words, still tnings that "could 

have been done" and wnich we may assume would at least have been helpful 

and nave had greater possibilities of preventing furtner tragedy than the 

things that ~ done. Insofar as we are talking about Germany, there 
I 

are two such things tnat strike me as of obvious importance, and in both 

of tnem we Americans could, had we wisned, nave taken a considerable part. 

First, we could nave tried to give greater understanding, support and 

encouragement to the moderate forces in tne \!Jeimar Republic. And if that 

did not succeed in preventing the rise of Nazism, then '\'re could have 

taken a stiffer and more resolute attitude against Hitler's earlier 

encroachments and provocations. 

It is the last of these two possibilities, that of a stronger 

stand against Hitler at an earlier date, tnat has received most prominence 
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in Western tno·'gnt and nas constituted tne source of most reproacnes to 

democratic statesmanship between the wars. Unquestionably, such a policy 

might nave enforced a greater circumspection on the Uazi regime and caused 

it to proceed more sJ_owly with tne realization of its timetable. From 

tnis standpojNt, firmness at tne time of tne re-occupation of tne Rnineland 

in 1936 would prooably have yielded even better results tnan firmness at 

the time of Munich. But I wonder wnetuer we do not tend to exaggerate the 

relative importance of this question of stopping Hitler once ne was in 

power, as compared with tne importance of seeing to it tnat a person of bis 

ilk should not come into power at all in a great Western country. It was 

a defeat for tne West, of course, tnat Hitler was able to co~solidate nis 

power and be successful in tne years 1933-39. But actually the !'fest had 

suffered an even greater defeat on tne day when tne Gennan people found 

itse.lf in such a frarae of mind that it could, without great resistance or 

remonstrance, accept a Hitler as its leader and na.ster. 

A stiffer attitude on the part of tne Tiestern democracies mignt, it 

is true, have resulted in Hitler's overtnrow and hi.s replacement by a less 

obnoxious regime before war could co:rie; in fact, there is evidence tnat a 

revolt mignt well nave been attempted nad tne Britisn and French nad the 

perceptiveness to stand finn at tne time of Uunich. But great uncertainties 

lay a.Long tnis path. The hypnotic cnarm of Nazism was already strong upon 

tne Gennan people. If anyone nad overthrown Hitler, presumably it would 

have been tne generals. Wnether tney would nave been able to control the 

situation subsequently, to lay tne ghost not only of Nazism but of German 

aggressiveness in general, and to adjust peaceably their relations with the 

West, is not certain. Tne great !!lisfortune of tae West, I suspect, was 
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not Hitler but the weakness oE German society which ma.de possible n:i.s 

triuropn. And it is this which takes us back to this question of the 

approacn of tne 'Western democracies to tne Weimar Republic. 

Events nave moved so fast that we nave almost lost signt of this 

intensely interesting period in German history - tne period before 1933, 

with its amazing cultural and intellectual flowering, so full of nope and 

yet so close to de3pair . In toe decade of tne twenties Berlin was the 

most alive of the capitals of Europe, and things were taking place there 

from which toe Western democracies mi.gnt nave der ived profit and in­

struction. It is true that the peace treaty we Americans concluded with 

Weimar Germany was non-punitive . We .~ericans cannot be justly cnarged 

'\U th any poll tical offensiveness toward tne new Germany. We even financed 

it ratner lavishly, thougn foolisnly. But wnat I am tninking of pertained 

not just to us but to tne Western democracies in general, and it was 

something more than just political or financial: it was a general 

attitude of distaste and suspicion, intermingled with a sort of social 

snobbery so grotesque that as late as 1927 a German could still not be 

admitted to the golf links at Geneva, the seat of the Ieague of Nations • 

• '!e did nothing to harm Weimar Germany; but we left it very much to its 

own devices. There are times when that is a good policy toward another 

country. But I fear that this was not one of those times . Here, in aey 

case , were lost opportunities; and it is significant that they lay as 

much in the cultural and intellectual as in the political field . 

Now a word about Russia -- the second totalitarian party. Was 

there nothing we could have done, prior to 1939, to keep this great country 

out of the camp of our adversaries? I am sorry that we cannot devote an 
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entire lecture to this subject, for it is an interesting one and close to 

iey heart. I do not feel that we in this country always conducted ourselves 

in the manner best calculated to reduce the dimensions of the Soviet threat. 

I think 'We might have done more to w.in the respect, if not the liking, of 

the Russian Communists; and the respect of your enemies -- as we are apt 

sometimes to forget - is nothing to be sneezed at. But I know of little 

that we could have done to alter basically the political personality of 

the Bolshevik leadership or to ooderate the violent preconceptions against 

Western democracy on which it was reared and with which it came into 

p019er. These things had deep psychological roots, lying in specifically 

Russian phenomena. Whether the capitalist democracies of the V:est had 

done things prior to 1917 to deserve this burning hostility on the part 

of the political power in Russia, I do not know. But I am sure that, 

once developed, it was hardly to be altered by anything the West might do 

directly; and tne best reaction to it on our part irould have been at all 

ti.mes an attitude of great reserve, consistency, and dignity. 

As for Japan, the problem of whether she had also to be ranged 

against us in war in the early 1940' s was of course primarily our problem -

not that of the French and British. I would wish that we could skip it 

entirely for purposes of this discussion; for it is a tremendous subject 

in itself, relatively remote from tne causes of the war in Europe, and 

not easy to treat in a few words . But the fact of our simultaneous 

involvement with Japan and Germany was so important an element in the course 

and outcoree of the war, that I think one cannot just pass the question by. 

To discuss this problem at all adequately would be to discuss 

the entire sequence of American-Tapanese relations over the half- century 
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preceding tne outbreak of war in the Pacific; and that 1'le obviously cannot 

do tonight. To this we must add tne disturbing fact that there can never 

be any certainty about these post mortems on history. It does seem plain 

that as the earlier decades and years o:f this century went by and the 

hour of Pearl Harbor approached, the choices of American statesmen that 

held promise of averting a war with Japan becare narrower and narrower, 

so no one can be sure, I suppose, that anything we might have done or 

failed to do in the final years ar.d months before the Japanese attack 

could really have forestalled the final outcome. If there were happier 

possibilities, they were surely more abundant in the more distant past, 

when our allotment of time was more generous and our area of diplomatic 

maneuvre greater. But whether such possibilities really existed must 

remain a matter of opinion. My mm feeling, for whatever it is ''Drth, 

· is that a policy carefully and realistically aimed at the avoidance of 

a war w.i.th Japan and less encumbered with other motives would certainly 

have involved a line of action considerably different from that which we 

actually pursued, and would presumably have led to quite dif.ferent re­

~ults. 

But I think it is enough for us to record that here again, as in 

the European theatre, if there were ways in which this 'f4.r might have 

been avoided altogether, they were probably ones that did relate to the 

more distant past: to a period when people were not thinking abo11t war 

at all and had no idea that the things they were doing or failing to do 

were marru.facturing for them this trenendous predicament of the future. 

So we are back again to our fundamental fact that by the year 

1939 things were really quite inauspicious for the Western democracies. 
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The situation which they had allowed to arise was one for which there were 

no complete cures. Whether they realized it or not, the war could be for 

them, in the deeper sense, at best a war of defense: a war that might 

bring immediate survival but could scarcely bring an improvement in the 

stability of the 1V0rld they lived in, and certainly not the advance of any 

of the more positive and constructive purposes of democracy. When this 

is borne in mind, the great decisions of the war years themselves appear 

fer the most part in a more charitable light. 

The first of these great decisions which deserves mention seems 

to r.ie to have been our own decision - if we may call it that - not to 

enter the European war until the Gennans declared war upon us. This was of 

course comparable to our behavior in 't'°"o'Orld War I when vte refrained from 

entering until an overt German action, namely the declaration of unrestricted 

submarine warfare, brought us in. And what seems to me most interesting 

about our conduct in each of these cases is the marked change in our 

emotional attitude toward the struggle itself, once we had become formally 

involved in it. Theoretically, if the issues involved in the European 

struggle were really as vital to us as we persuaded ourselves they were 

in the years 1942-45, they were surely no less important from 1939-1941. 

Actually, in that earlier period, be~ore ~he· German attack on Russia, the 

cause of the British and French could really be called the cause of free-

dom and democracy, for very little else was involved on the Western side; 

whereas later, when we did discover that our vital stake in the anti-

German cause was such as to warrant great military sacrifice on 0 1.i.r part, 

it vras at a time when that cause bad been rendered a?!lbiguous, as anything 

more than a defensive undertaking, by the participation of the USSR on 

the side of the democracies. 
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Now I mention this, because, making all due allowance for the 

deliberateness of t he opinion-foI'I!ling process in a democracy, it does 

look as tho·igh toe real source of toe emotional fervor which lie Americans 

are able to put into a war effort lies less in an objective understanding 

of tne wider issues involved than in a profound s ort of irritation over 

tne fact that other people have finally provoked us to tne point where 

we had no alternative but to take up arms . T.tli.s lends to tne democratic 

war effort a basically punitive note, rather than one of expediency. I 

mention tnis because if there is anytning in this tnought it goes far 

to explain the diff'iculty we have in employing force for rational and 

restricted purposes rather than for ones which are emotional and to which 

it is nard to find a rational limit . 

Once we had come into the European war, and granted tne heavy 

military nandicaps with which tne Western powers were then confronted in 

that tneatre, the decisions taken througnout the remainder of the war 

years were those of harried, overworked men, operating in tne vortex of a 

series of tremendous pressures, military and otnerwise, wnich we today 

find it difficult to remember or to imagine. I think that some injustice 

is being done both to tne men in question and to the cause of nistorical 

understanding by the latter- day interpretatio~s which view specific 

decisions of the wartime years as the source of all 0 11r present di fficulties . 

Tne most vociferous charges of wartine mistakes relate primarily to our 

dealings witn tne USSR, and particularly to t he warti..11c conferences of 

Moscow, Teheran, and Yalta. As one wno was very unnappy about these 

conferences at toe time they were taking place and very worried lest they 

lead to false hopes ana m1sunuerstand:i.ngs
1

I may pernaps be permitted to 
I J 
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say tnat I tni."lk tneir importance nas recently been considerably over­

rated . If it cannot be said tnat tne Western democracies gained very 

mucn ""rom tnese talks witn tne Russians, it would also be incorrect to 

say tnat tney gave very mucn away. T:ie establisnment of Soviet military 

power in Ba.stern Zurope and tne entry cf Soviet forces into l anchuri.a was 

not tne resul.t of tnese talks; it was tne result of toe military operations 

of tne concluding pnases of tne war. Tnere was notning tne Western 

democracies could nave done to prevent tne Russians from entering tnese 

areas except to get there first, and this they were not in a position to 

do. Tne implication tnat Soviet forces would not nave gone into llancnuri.a 

if Roosevelt nad not arrived at tne Yalta understanding \'Ii.th Stalin is 

surely nonsense . Motning could nave stopped the Russians from participating 

in tne final pnases of tne Pacific war, in order to be in at tne kill and 

to profit by an opportunity to gain objectives tney nad been seeking for 

a half a century. 

It is similarly incorrect to portray tne Yalta agreement as a 

terriole oetrayal of Nationalist Cnina. Tne agreement was that we should 

recommend certain things to tne Chinese Government. The leaders of that 

Government were not averse to tnese things at tne t;me. They nad asked 

us, l.ong before Yalta, to nelp tnem to arrange tneir affairs with the 

Soviet Government. Tney later expressed tnemselves as well satisfied with 

what we nad done. And in tne subsequent negotiations which they them­

selves conducted independently with tne Russians and which actually 

constituted tne controlling arrangements for tne future with respect to 

Manchuria, tney went in some respects furtner in tne way of concessions 

to the Soviet Union than anything that had been agreed upon at Yalta and 
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reconnnended to tnem by us. Tney did this despite tne fact that they were 

specifically warned by us that in doing so tney were acting on their own 

responsibility and not at our recolll!"!endation. 

The worst tnat can .fairly be said abcn·t the warti."lle conferences 

from the practical sta- dpoint, therefore, is tnat tney were somewnat 

redundaTit, and led to a ce!"tain number of false nopes here and elsewhere. 

But we must remember, in tni.s connection, that t l1ese conferences had a 

distinct val.ue as practical dereonstrations of our readiness and eagerness 

to establish better relations with tne Soviet regime and of tne difficulties 

we encountered i n our effort to do so. Like otner evidences of patience 

and goo.a will, tney were important for the record. Had we not gone into 

them, it is rrry glle'ss that we 1'0Uld still be nearing reproachful voices 

saying: "You claim tnat cooperation with Russia is not possible. How do 

you know? You never even tried." 

A more substantial cnarge against our wartime policy toward Russia, 

althougn one we near less a.bout, is that which relates to the continuation 

of lend-lease during the latter period of the war, and ·specifically sub­

sequent to midsummer of 1944. By tnat time, as you w.i..11 recall, Russia's 

own ter~· tory had been freed of the enemy; our own talking position vis­

a-vis the Russians had been considerably improved by the creation of a 

successful second front; ·and from there on out Whatever the Russian forces 

did was hound to have important political consequences for European 

peoples otner tnan tne Gernans - consequences which went far beyond the 

mere defeat of Germany. I think it can be well argued that there was no 

adequate justification for refusing to give any attention to tnese develop­

ing political problems and for continuing a program of lavish and almost 

indiscriminate aid to tne ooviet Uni.on at a time when there was increasing 

Director's Office: Faculty Files: Box 19: Kennan, George, Publications 
From the Shelby White and Leon Levy Archives Center, Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, NJ, USA



- 15 -

reason to doubt wnether tier purposes in Eastern Europe, aside from the 

defeat of Germany, would be ones which we Americans could approve and 

sponsor. 

But in all these matters we must bear in mind both tne over­

.riding compulsion of military necessity under which our statesmen were 

working and also the d~ th of their conviction that one nad no choice 

but to gamble on the possibility that Soviet suspicions might be broken 

do'l'fil and Soviet collaboration won for the postwar period, if there were 

to be any hope of permanent peace. Many of us who were familiar nth 

Russian matters 'Were impatient with this line of thought at the tine, 

because we knew how poor were tne chances of success, and we saw no 

reason why a Western world vbich kept its nerves, its good humor and 

a due measure of military preparedness should not contirru.e indefinitely 

to live in tne same world with the po'Yler of the Kremlin without flying 

to either of the extremes of poll tical intimacy or war. In the light 

of what has occurred subsequently, I can see tnat our view, too, was not 

fUlly rounded. We were rignt about tne nature of Soviet power; but we 

were wrong about the ability of American democracy at this stage in its 

history to bear for long a situation full of instability, inconvenience 

and military danger. Perhaps H2.rry Hopkins and FDR had more reason than 

we tnen supposed to believe that everything depended on tne possibility 

of cnanging tne attitude of the Soviet regime. But if so, this is then 

only an indication that the dilemma was crueler than any of us really 

appreciated, and the crisis of our time one of such profundity that 

even the vast dislocations of World War IT were only a partial symptom 

of it. 
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And there is no reason to suppose tnat nad we behaved differently 

either with respect to lend-lease or with respect to tne wartime conference-s 

the outcome of military events in Europe would have been greatly different 

tnan it was. We mignt nave wasted less money and material than we did. 

We mient have arr:i. ved in the center of Europe sligntly sooner and less 

encumbered with obligations to our Soviet allies. The post•Jrar line of 

division betwaen East and West might have lain sonewhat further east than 

it does today, and that would certainly be a relief to everyone concerned. 

But we were still up against tl'le basic dilemma tnat Hitler was a man with 

wnom a compromise peace was impracticable and unthi.nkable, and that while 

"uncondi tio!'.lal surrender" was probably not a w.i.se thing to talk a lot 

about and make into a wartime slogan, in reality there was no promising 

alternative but to pursue tn:is unhappy struggle to its oitter end, wnetner 

you were acting in agreement with your Russian allies or wnether you were 

not; and this meant that sooner or later you would end up on some sort 

of a line in Central or Eastern Europe, and prooably more Central. tnan 

Eastern, w.i. th ourselves on the one side and Soviet forces on the other, 

and wi. th the understanding between us just about what it has proved to be 

in tnese past six years since the termination of hostilities. 

Remembering these things, I think we are justified in asking 

whether the greatest mistakes of World War II were real.ly those tortured 

and hard-pressed decisions wnich defined military operations and gave 

shape to inter-Allied relations in tne stress of military operations -

llfhether tney were really, in otner words, tne errors of decision on the 
'rf'C' 

part of a few hignly placed individuals -['whether tney were not rather the 

deeper mistakes of understanding and attitude on the part of our society 

in genera.L w.ith respect to a mi~ tary venture in which we were engaged. 
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First of all, there was tM failure to t~member toe essentially and ines­

capably defensive nature of this particular war, as one in Which 190 in 

tne West were :initially tne weaker party, capanle of acnieving only a 

portion of our purposes and of acnieving t hat portion only in collaboration 

with a totalitarian adversary and at a price. This failure stemmed from 

our general ignorance of the historical processes of our age, and parti­

cularly from our lack of attention to the power realities involved in 

given situations. 

-;ut beyond that, it seems t ) me, tnere lay a deeper failure of 

understanding a failure to appreciate the limitations of war in general 

of any war as a venicle for the achievement of the objectives of the 

de!!tocratic state. This is the question of the proper relationship of 

such things as force and coercion to tne purposes of democracy. Th.at they 

nave a place in the international as 1'0ll as the do-iestic functioning of 

democracy I would be the last to deny. That will continue t o be true until 

the wcrld is an entirely different world than what we have known it to be 

tnrougnout our national history. But I would submit that we will 

continue to harm our 0111 interesta almosi; as much as we benefit them 

if Yie continue to employ the instruments of coercion in the international 

field without a better naticnal understanding of their significance and 

possioilities. It is essential to recognize that the maiming and killing 

of man and tue destruction of human shelters and ot.ner installations, 

however necessary it may be for other reasons, cannot in itself make a 

positive contribution to any democratic purpose. It can be the regrettable 

alternative to sinil.ar destruction in our omi country or killing of our 

01'Il people. It can conceivably protect values which it is necessary to 
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protect and 1'hich can be protected in no other way. Occasionally, if used 

with forethought and circumspection and restraint, it may trade the lesser 

violence for the greater and impel the stream of human events into 

channels which will be 100re hopeful ones than it would otherwise have 

taken. But basically, the democratic purpose does not prosper when a man 

dies or a building collapses or e1n enemy force retreats. It may be hard 

for it to prosper unless these things happen, and in that lies the entire 

justification for the use of force at all as a "Weapon of national policy. 

But the actual prospering occurs only when something happens in a man's 

mi..d that increases his enlighternnent a~d the consciousness of his real 

relation to other people - something that makes him aware that whenever 

the dignity of another man is offended, his own dignity, as a man among 

men, is thereby reduced. And thi'3 is why the destructive process of war 

must always be accompanied by, or made subsidiary to, a different sort of 

undertaJd..ng aimed at the widening of the horizons and the changing of the 

motives of men, and should never be thought of in itself as a proper 

vehicle for hopes and enthusiasms and dreams of world improvement. Force, 

like peace, is not an abstraction, and cannot be understood or dealt 

with as a concept outside of the given framework of purpose and metnod. 

If this were better understood, there co Jld be neither the sweeping moral 

rejection of ir:ternational violence which bedevils so many Americans in 

times of peace nor the helpless abandonment to its compulsions and its 

inner momentum which characterizes so many of us in times of lrar. 

It is hard for me to say how different would have been our situa­

tion today had our public opinion and the mental outlook of our leading 

personalities been marked by a comprehension of these realities throughout 

the entire period of the '30s and 140s which we associate with World 
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War II. It is easy to imagine that tne war might never have come upon 

us in the form that it did, had this been the case. Or perhaps, even 

if it had come upon us we might have been prepared to enter it soooor 

and in greater force, and thus have been able to end it in a way more 

favorable to the interests of moderation and stability in world 

affairs. But these are only conjectures. The historian can never 

p-3ove that a better corr.prehension of realities would have prevented 

any specific calamity or obviated any of the major human predicaments . 

He can only say that in the law of a>Verages it should have helped. 

At the very "l"IOrst, we can be sure that had we 11nderstood better 

the ele1:1ents of our situation during World War II we would be calioor 

and more united and less irritated with one another today in this 

country, for we 1V0uld have been better prepared for the things that 

have happened since 1945 and less inclined to rtistake them for the 

product of sooebody else's individual stupidity or bad faith. But 

actually it is my belief, which I cannot prove, that the benefits would 

have gone much farther than this. The possibilities which lie in human 

understanding, like those that lie in darkness and ignorance, are 

rarely hypothetically demonstrable; but so100ti100s, tney are surprising. 
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THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY 
PRINCETON, NEW JERSEY 08540 

Telephone-609-924-4400 

SCHOOL OF HISTORICAL STUDIES 
23 October 1978 

:J 0 =-r Betty: 

This is in reply to your request for recent additions to 
?rofessor Kennan's bibliography. As I mentioned, there are no 
:OOOks. There is, of course, the usual assortment of interviews, 
letters to the editor, articles, informal lectures, book reviews, 
etc., but I gather it is not necessary to list these. 

The most significant addition would be the address he gave 
~efore the Council on Foreign Relations on November 22, 1977. 
'.lhis address, g iving his "Current Assessment of Soviet-American 
~elations" and calling for a special effort to think freshly about 
the problems of Soviet-American relations, received wide attention 
in t.~is country and abroad, and stirred up a great deal of debate. 
It was subsequently published in The Washington Post (December 11, 
1977) and in Encounter (March 1978). As a result of this address, 
several high- level seminars, sponsored jointly by The Council on 
?oreign Relations and the Kennan Institute for Advanced Russian 
Studies, were held last spring to discuss the "USSR and the Sources 
of Soviet Policy." 

Hiss Elizabeth Horton 

Sincerely, 

CV~-~; 
Constance Goodman, 

Secretary to Professor Kennan 

~~e Institute for Advanced Study 
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THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY 
PRINCETON, NEW JERSEY 08540 

SCHOOL OP HISTORICAL STUDIES 

30 January 1975 

Dear Dr. Kaysen: 

Professor Kennan has asked me to in£orm you of the 
status of his Papers on deposit in Firestone Library, should 
your office receive any letters about them. 

Professor Kennan has asked me to furnish you with 
a description of the categories of Papers donated to Fire­
stone. The most recent donation, for the years 1950 through 
1969, was presented in two installments: September 27 and 
January 8. 

Certain categories are restricted and access to them 
may be granted only with pennission. 

In my absence, Miss Horton is handling correspondence 
about the Papers~ A Committee has been appointed to rule 
on access and she is a member of it. May I ask that any 
letters about the Papers be sent to her, rather than to 
Professor Kennan? 

Informativel y, in case you do not already have it, 
Professor Kennan's direct telephone number at the Woodrow 
Wilson Center is: t202) 381-63_§.Q. 

Dr. Carl Kaysen 
Director 
The Institute 

Enc.: 1 

Very sincerely yours, 

Janet Smith 
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A ROUGH SURVEY OF PROFESSOR KENNAN'S PA?ERS 

l/ Writings and Pub~ications 

/ 

1913~1949 ,-· 
and 

1950 through 1969 

a. Bibliography ( at the bagir.nin.; of Box b ) 

b. Drafts and reproductions o:: articles, ·speeches 
and lectures published in full or in part 

the articles are all labelled 

...... 
c. Drafts and ~eproductions of art~cles, speech0s 

and lectures unpublished 

all is labelled 

d. Particularly off icia2. and ser:ii-oi'.ticial mamo.:'~ndafa', 
reports, notes, despa~chas, su:m.m~ies, draf~s, 
remarks, comments, teleg~ar:is. 

' 

all is labelled 

e. Major unused drafts 

all is labelled 

f. Diaries, personal notes, journey reports, verses 

U n d e r s p e c i a l p r o t e c t i o n 

Director's Office: Faculty Files: Box 19: Kennan, George, Publications 
From the Shelby White and Leon Levy Archives Center, Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, NJ, USA



_......_ ., .' , ----"-'-------

-
,.. 

. - · .. - _ ___ ..... ____ ____ . __ ...... 

2/ Correspondence 

a. Letters to Georgo Ke~nan's cister Jeannetta 
U1rs. Eugene Hot?hkiss, Sr.) 

- -

U n d e r s. p e c i a 1 p r o t e c t i o .. 

b. Correspondence with other persons, arrungec 

by years, in alphabetical order of names 
. - - ·· --.-·--- --

of correspondents. 

U n d e r s p e c i a 1 p r o t e c t i o -

3/ Clippings 

4/ Photographs 
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BIBLIOGRAPHY 
OF 

BOOKS 
BY 

GEORGE FROST KENNAN 

1. American Di p lomacy 1 900-19 50. The Charles R. Wa lgreen Lectures. 
Chicago: The University of Chicago Press , 1951. 146 pp. 

2. Realities of American Foreign Policy . The Stafford Little Lec­
tures at Princeton University. Princeton: Princeton University 
Press, 1 954. 120 pp. 

3. Sovi e t-Ameri can Relations 1917- 1920 

Vol. I. Russia Leaves the War . Princeton: Princeton Univer sity 
Press, 1 956. 517 pp. 

Vol. II. The Decision to Intervene. Princeton: Princeton 
University Press, 1958 . 485 pp. 

4. Russia, the Atom and t he ~'?est. New York: Harper and Brothers , 
Publishers , 1 957. 116 pp. 

5. Sovie t Foreign Policy 1917-1941 . Princeton; D. Van Nostrand 
and Company , 1 960 . An Anvil Original. 1 84 pp . 

6. Russia. and the West under Lenin and Stalin . Boston: Atlantic­
Littie, Br o\·m and Company, 1 961. 398 pp . 

7. On Dealing with the Communist World . The Elihu Root Lectures 
for t he Council on Foreign Relations . New York: Harper and 
Row, Publi shers, for the Council on Fore i gn Re l ati ons , 1964 . 
51 pp . 

8. Memoirs 1925-1950. Boston : Atlantic-Little, Brown and Company, 
1 967 . 565 pp . 

9. From Pragt• e After Munich . Diplomatic Papers 1938-1940. Princeton : 
Princeton li!·,iversity Press , 1968 . 253 pp . 

10. Democracy a. 
and Company 

11. The Marq.ui_:: 
Princeton t . 

t h e Student Left. Boston: Atlantic-Little, Brown 
·~68 . 239 pp. 

Custine and his "Russia in 1839 11
• Princeton : 

!rsity Press , 1971. 

(Please nob; t>~t this i s an incompl ete bibliogra phy. I t does not 
l ist titles c,~ E'ticles 1 r eprints of same, published lectures in 
magazines, c~=. o~ Nr. Kennan .) 

Princeton, t: ~ ·.· J~rsey 

Novembe r , 1970 
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THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY 
PRINCETON, NEW JERSEY 08540 

SCHOOL OF HISTORICAL STUDIES 

28 May 1971 

MEMORANDUM for: The Director 

FROM: George Kennan 

Carl: 

As a sort of statistical indication of what at least 
one professor does in this place, I give you the following 
figures ~ from a record we have kept since the first of 
January. 

In these first five months of 1971, there were sent to 
me,with requests for me to read, 32 books or manuscripts of 
book length, and 39 articles or shorter monographs. Of 
these, 17 of the books and 25 of the articles were oneswhich 
for various reasons -- because they came from friends or 
valued colleagues or because the subject matter was close 
to my own concerns -- I felt obliged to read. In several 
instances, I had to make extensive written comments. 

All of this, of course, was extraneous to my own re­
search and writing. 
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PRINCETON UNI VER SITY PRESS 
PRINCETON NEW JERSEY 

Office of the Director 

March 8, 1957 

Dear Dr. Oppenheimer, 

I am happy to send you two tickets 
to the National Book Award Presentation 
next Tuesday. I hope very much that 
you and Mrs . Oppenheimer will be able 
to be there . 

I am also l ooking forward to seeing 
you both at the dinner afterward in honor 
of the winners , at seven- thir jy at the 
Pierre . 

Sincerely, 

9/di~<Jv-
Herbert s . B~~ey, Jr. 

Dr . J . Robert Oppenheimer 
Institute for Advanced Study 
Princeton, N. J . 

c 
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PRINCETON UNIVERSITY PRESS· Publishers 
PRINCETON 

President, HENll.Y A. LAUGHLIN 

Trustees 
J. DOUGLAS BROWN 

JLUOLD W. DODQS 

DONALD R. HAMILTON 

RAYMOND C. HARWOOD 

ltlCAR.DO A. MESTltES 

NEW JERSEY 

WHITNEY J. OATES 

ROBERT ll. PALMER 

CBAllLES SCltlBNER, Jll. 

ALBlllDCE C. SMITH, 111 

JLUOLD SPROUT 

HUCH TAYLOR. 

LAWRANCE II.. THOMPSON 

H EllBERT s. BAILEY, Jll., Director • NORVELL B. SAMUELS, Associate Director and Controller 

P. J. CONKWll!CHT, Typographer • IRVING M . UPDIKE, Production and Plant Manager 

ll. MIRIAM BROKAW, Managing Editor • KENNETH F. COOK, Accountant 

Dr . J . Robert Oppenheimer 
Institute for Advanced Study 
Princeton , New Jersey 

Dear Dr . Opp enhe i mer : 

February 21 , 1957 

I am wr it i ng t o Pive you full i nfor mat ion on the cere ­
moni es for p r esentation of the non- f iction Nati onal Book Awar d 
t o Ge orge Kennan on Tae sday, March 12th. Since I spoke to you 
a t t he Institute I have learned that March 12t h is a day of 
facul t y meeti ngs at the Insti tute, and I suppose it may be 
di ff i cult for you to g et away in the afternoon . Even if y ou 
cannot attend the presentation ceremony , which takes p l ace at 
5 : 00 o ' clock at the Commodore Hote l , I hope very m11ch that 
you and Mrs . Oppenheimer can attend the informal dinner a t the 
Hotel Pierre at 7 : 30 p . m. 

Please let me know whether y ou can attend the presentation 
ceremony, and also the dinner . 

Sincerely yours , 

C)/_,J.~~· 
Herbert s . Bai l ey , Jr . 

HSB- B 

( ( 
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Harcourt, Brace & Company and Princeton University Press 

request the pleasure of your company 

at an informal dinner 

in honor of 

The Winners 

of 

THE NATIONAL BOOK AW ARDS 
Tuesday, the twelfth of March at seven-thirty p.m. 

Hotel Pierre, The Teakwood Room, 2 East Sixty-First Street 

RSVP 
National Book Awards Committee 
24 West 4oth Street, New York 18, N.Y. 
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