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THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY

SCHOOL OF HUMANISTIC STUDIES

PRINCETON, NEW JERSEY

November 28, 1939

Dear Dr. Aydelotte,

I want to acknowledge your letter of
November 27th asking whether I sae any objection
to the addition of two or three words in the
first sentence of the joint resolution to be
sent to Dr. Flexner.

The wording as you proposed it in your
letter seems entirely satisfactory and I am
quite willing to subscribe to it. I think you
are quite right in wishing to emphasize the
fact that this is a joint resolution.

Very sincerely yours,

B. D. Meritt

Dr. Frank Aydelotte
Swarthmore College
Swarthmore, Pennsylvania
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THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY

Historical Studies - Social Science Library

ITEMS REMOVED MERRITT, BENJAMIN - PROF. H.S. 1937 - 1939.

1) Announcement of the "Premier Congres International d' Epigraphe Grecque
et Latine."
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The University Club
Madison, lisconsin
March 10th, 19.39

Dear Professor Maritt:-

Finis coronat opusl My copy of ValurJe One of the

Tribute Lists arrived yesterday. I am si.uply speechless

with admiration. You will rave so many tributes (no

pun i tendedl) from pers ns so much more COIDj1etent

to apprecia e the volume than my elf that I think the

best thing for me to do is just to leave it at t ,at.

I recall answering from Maced nia an enquiry of yours

in the course of which I fiJentioned the usefulness of

Skylax. I must at that time have been very tired;

in any case I was an ass. You can i .agine what the

Tribute Lists mean to me as a student of Macedonian

history. They are absolutely indispensable.

**********

Witli vast admir'atiolJ,

and best wishes

SIGNED: Charl~s Edson
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Berlin-Friedanau
March 5, 19.39

Lieber Herr ~eritt,

Das ist ja eine prnchtige Uberraschung,

die Sie mir durcil die UbersendunB, de,; scbllnen Bandes

it lhrer glanzvollen Beru.nd ung der attiscden Tribut

listen bereitet haben. Wie viel antsa~ungsvoller

Fleiss, wie vleI ilbellegung und Schal'fs1nn in ditlsem

grossungalegten Werk vorlwnden iwt, kunn nur der

ermessen, der sich mit Hrilllichen Arbeiten befasst hat.

Meinen zlichen Dank fUr diese hocherfreuliche Gabe

bitte lch auch -uf Ihre geschHtzten Mitarbeiter

ausbedehnt zu issen. Einen besonde~en Vorzug Ihres

aIle einschlHgigen Fragen erschllpfend be ndelnden

Werkes erolicke ic~ in dem ausfllhrlichen geographischen

Index. Dieser wird vielen Altel'tumsforschern 1m hohen

Grade willkommen sein.

Kit besten Grassen auch an Ihre Frau Gemahlin

in _Iter Freudschaft,

Ihr ,

SIGNED: J. Kirchner

Director's Office: Faculty Files: Box 22: Meritt, Benjamin D.-Professor and Emeritus, School of Historical Studies 1937-1939 
From the Shelby White and Leon Levy Archives Center, Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, NJ, USA



COpy

Hondius Euergetis suis,

Notissimum i lud: mega biblion, mega
kakon. Quid quod attulit cursor 'ublicus megiston
biblion? ~rgone megiston kakon? Immo, liber est
optimus, varus thesaurus, ktewa exoptatlssimum,
industriae ac scientiae nobillisslmum paradeigma.
Quod donom pergr tus benignissime acceptwm refero.
ihi quoque cordi fuerunt tabulae ·llae, ex ille

praeJertim nocte qua tecum apud Victoriam de tabulis
in SEG edendis disserui. Quantum deinde lucratae
sunt ex tuo tuorumque laborel Im~a~ii Attici splendoris
f0ntes nunc unicui~ue patent. eritis laudibus gratias
addo quam maxi ~s pro reeio munare m·hi oblato.

Cum tuis vllleus.

Gratissimus tuus

J. Hondius
cribebam Amstelodami die deci~o lllellsis '",rtii

a.d. MCMXXXVIIII

Hondius to his Benelactors, greetings.

It is an old saying that a big book
is a great m~sfortune. WhCLt am I then to m ke of
the fact tbat the postlllan ".as brougi.t rue a gigcmtic
book? Is th<.t a gigantic misfortune? Not at all,
the book is admirable, a ,eal trea~ure, a most
desirable possession, an outstanding example of
perseverance and learning. I want you to know that
I have been very hapPY to receive the gift. I
remembered very well those plates which I discussed
with you t}~t long night in the Vlctor1a Hotel w~th

a view to printlOg them in the oupplementum Epigraphi
cum Graecum. How much they have been ~proved since
then by the efforts of you and your collaborators.
The evidence for the glory of the A tic Ewpire is
now available to everyone. I add my very warm
thanks to well deserved c-Jngra tuLl ti01JS on the
splendid gift which you have sent me.

With best greet~gs to you and yours,

Most gratefully,

~igned: J. Hon ius

Amsterdam, llarch 10, 1939
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Oriel College
Oxfo::-d
february 25,1939

My dear eritt,

Your generosity has made this indeed a red

letter day for me. This morning brought me the

invaluable gift of your new work on the Quota Lists

which has thrilled me with excitement, interest and

gratitude. Pl~ase accept my most heartfelt t 'anks

and with them my warmest congratulations on an achieve

ment which marks a new era in epigraphical and his tor-

ical studies.

With cordial remembrances from my Rife and

myself to Mrs. eritt and you I am

Ever yours sincerely

SIGN~D: Marcus N. Tod
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Inisfada, Manhctsset
LOLJg Island, N. Y.
March 9, .1939

Professor Benjamin D. Meritt,
The Irstitute for Advanced btudy,
Princeton, New Jersey

Dear Professor,

Father Marique has informed me that you

have given a rating in regard to the recent examina-

tions in Epigraphy. All of us feel deeply indebted

to you for your kUldness, and I wish to express

my personal appreciation. It was an unusual honor

to be examined by a gr~at authority and the impression

of profound learning and that modesty which is the

wisdom of the wise will be long remembered. I

could look forward to no greater pleasure t'an

the renewal of the professor-student association

at some time in the future.

With best wishos, I am,

Sincerely yours,

SIGNED: Aidan C. McMullen, S.J.
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THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY

SCHOOL OF HUMANISTIC STUDIES

PRINCBTON, NEW JERSEY

February 9, 1939

Dear Dr. Flexner,

I am sending with this letter the
memorandum on Hes)eria for wl~ch you asked.
I believe tLat it tells the story of wbat we
are doing aLd of wl~t we ulan 10. 7.ithout
the facilities of t e Institute I do not believe
that we could have made t'le c'lange. I ',ave not
put into tre forma statement one reason for our
action now, t~t was ve:y much in t~e lli~nds of
all of us. We have been unwilling to continue
payments that amount to $6,000 and more every
year to bolster the economy of a country which
does so many things of which we disapprove:

I may add that we have transfered not only
the printing of Hesperia but of our book publica
tions also from Vienna to Baltimore. I believe
that it is a good thing to give this work to
our own people who are trained and quali:ied to
do the difficult type 0 technical prin~ing which
we re uire.

Very sincerely yours,

!3~..
B. D•• "ritt

Dr. Abraham Flexner
20 Nassau Street
Princeton, N. J.
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Februetr:' 9, 1939

~O~AND~~ TO R. FL~ER:

rc: Eesneri&

In 1932 the American School of Classical S udies

at Athens publisred t'e :irst ar~ual olUlli; of i s new

j oW'n~.l Hesuer ia. One 0: tre ;>r~nci"al reb-So:. .:> ~or

es a lis ing is .......>:;,1 \\1;,S he need to . resent ;'i'[) .' ly

suitable preliminar ublicotlo s of the results of t~e

exco.va ions in the J.,. henl.·n Ago a, thoug' tile '0 nal was

also planned to care for 0 her ,ublic_~i n needs of the

School. Fr om 1933 until the present ti~le about ll£11f the

space in the journal has been devoted to the Agora exca

vations, and two supplemen ~ry volU@es have been pub is~ed

w ich deal more extensively with special n ses of the

Agora work.

Fro t~e beginninb,the irector of 'e School in

A hens has been ex-officio editor of U,e School fascicles

and the Direc or of the J.,.gorG Excav~ ions lU3 been editor

of the Agora fascicles. The:e has been until now no single

editorial board and for the Agora, at le st, no perrnbnent

editorial office, for Pro essor S ear has divided his time

almost evenly betVieen rince 1. and A -aDS.

The firm of J,. olf Eolzhausens 3.cPS'Jlger in . ienna.

has done e ~ctual ~riLtinb 0; vo ~es 1-7. heir rices

ere lower than any es ~ates tl~t "ere ob "-Leed in the
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United States ana their workmanship has been of the

highest uality.

The business management 3f Hesperia has rested

ultimately with the iIlanagin Committee of the Sc:,ool,

although du~licate subscription lists have been maintained

in Athens and in Princeton and receipts froll s~les and

subscriptions have been payable eitler in Athens or in

the Uni ed States.

During the autumn of 1938 the JUe bers oE the

Managing Committee of the American School who were

most interested in the problems of public~tion connected

with Hesperia decided that it would be best to transfer

the place of printing from Vienna to the United States and

to centralize the busin3ss administration and the managing

editorship at Princeton, Ne"v Jersey.

The desirability of this unified mana~ement had

been apparent for SOllie ti e but t18 actual change, and

particularly the change in arr~ngemants for printing, was

occasioned by the difficulti~s and expense ana uncertainty

of dealing wit', a firm in Viefl..na, now become part of Germany.

We were no longer able to settle our accounts in Austrian

shillings but had to buy illar~s at the established price.

In spite of as urances from Holzhausens tr~t the cost of

publication would no be incre~sed, ~e found t'ut actually

the expense of each fasclcle was appreciabl greater. After

some investigation in this country we discovered that the
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printing house of The J. H. Furst C mpany in Baltimore

could now do the same work at no greater ex~ense, wi h

a better face of type and a bet er quali y paper. There

was, therefore, no reaS0rJ from illot1V9S a econo y for

con+inuing our contr ct for rintin in Vienna and Hesperia

1s no~ being print d in Bal imore. nly in t'e atter of

color reproduction do .e anticipate greater expense from

this cI.ange to the United Sta es, bu tr,e amount of color

work in the journal is not large and we I~ve hope that the

constant ~provements in color processes in chis country

will soon reduce the cost of expert work.

This change in place of _,rioting has c.lread given

us a feeling of security about our reserve stock and mater

ials. We'are now making arrangements to transfer our re

serveof past volumes fro Vienna to the United Sta es. In

the early years there was no a propria e place w ele his

materirl could be housed, bu ttere .ill De am~le space in

the new fire proof build in of t~,e Institute for Advanced

S udy, :md he close cooperation betwe;m some member's of

the InSTitute and the ork of he School in At_,;ns reakes

t~ese new quarters not only a safe but a desirable depository.

The Institu e has very generously offered hese facilities to

he American School.

The Managing Committee of the noerican School plans

his year 0 add to its staff a Managing Editor, one of

whose duties will be to see t~e succeeding volumes of Hesperia

through the press. All manuscript approved by the Direc or
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of the School at Athens, ~r by the irector f the Agora

Excavations, is now being sent to the Insti u e for

Advanced Study in Princeton. Pending the appoint ent of

the Managing Editor, tha dealin~with the press and the

preparation of the manuscript a~e b~ing carried on by

Professor Meritt, bu this is a temporary arrarge~ent

necessitated n~w in t,~ elli~rgenc of the transfer. Prof

essor Meri tIs duties in the future ~ill be purely advisor

once the Managing Editor h3.s been appoir,ted. For the sake

of close cooperation bet~een ~ and Professor eritt and

also wi h Professors Shears and C~pps, ~ro Live in Prince

ton, it is our plan to estab_ish the editorial offices in

the Institute for Advanced Study. Thisarra.&o3nt is made

possible by the offer on the p~rt of the Institute to provide

s ch space an necessar techn'cal ass~staDce.

We are n w :n a ositi n to pUOlish our ~ournal

well and not to be a the mercy of uncertain conditions

abroad. Our first fascicle for 1939 is nOl' ready to appear,

printed in Baltimore; but we are delayed because the last

number printed in Vienna, ,. 'c~ s~uld hav~ been ready in

December, bas not as yet a.peared. The reasons for this

long delay "e do not know and we have no control over them.

Such difficulties as this we s all be able to avoid in the

future.
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Proressor Meru. has written to the Toronto
Hospital regarding ~ insurance. After he (
has heard fran them, ,Ie may wish you to write to
the Hospital Service Plan 0 New Jersey regarding
Arthur's card, expenses, etc. IT so, please
lITi te to the Trenton Saving Fund Society, 125 East
State Street, Trenton, New Jersey, Attentl n of
Mr. Harold Iladdock.

E.S.B.
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THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY

SCHOOL OF HUMANISTIC STUDIES

PRINCETON, NEW JERSEY

June 2, 1939

Dear Mrs. Bailey,

I am e closin here a check for

$11.79 which epresents a refund on a

cancelled Fire Insurance polic which ~as

taken out to protect my last book, during

the process of manufacture. In~smuch as

the Institute made a contribution to~ard

covering the extra expense of the volume,

it seems proper that this small return should

be paid over to it.

Sincerely yours,

fL-
B. D. Meritt

Mrs. Esther S. Bailey
20 Nassau Street
Princeton, N. J.

enc.

•
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THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY

PRINCETON, NEW JEUEY

April 3, 1939

Dear Dr. Flexner,

I am sending you a copy of

the first number of Hes~eria 0 be

printed in t'jis country. I think

the press in Baltimore nas done a

good job and I want to send you this

number as a re.rilJt 0 prove that

tilere is some scholarly work still

going on over at 69 Alexander Street.

Sincerely yours,
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THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY

SCHOOL OF HUMANISTIC STUDIES

PRINCETON, NEW JERSEY

February 13, 1939

Dear Dr. Flexner,

I have received an in~itation from the
Departm3nt of Classics at Oberlin College to
give the artin Lectu.es _or t~em this au umn.
I believe t'nt it ir'olves a visit of about
one week to OberlL. and since i sec s a good
thi. g to do I have writt~n to Professor Lord
there saying that I shall prepare the lectures
for t'e on the general f~eld of Greek inscrip-
ions.

The lectureshi~ is not old. After an
exryerimental year in 1931 the ~ectures ~~ve

been given by Tenney Frank of the Johns Hopkins,
Char:es Seltman of Cambridge, Rhys Carpenter
of Bryn Mawr, Sir Rich&rd Livll,gston of Corpus
Christi Colle e, Oxfo::'d, _rtin Charl".,llorth of
Cambridge, Cecil • Bo~ra of Wadl~m College,
Oxford, and F. E. Adcock 0; King's College,
Cambri15e.

Adcock is deliv,rin~ t.2 lectures this
spring c.nd I 'ave as,~ed i.im 0 visit e here
i; he can sp~re a day or two. I ho.e very much
that you ay illest hilli.

Very sincerely yours,

B. D. Meritt

Dr•.br.·nam Flexner
2 Nassau Street
Princeton, N. J.
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Benl

I have ours of the 13th 6n' I congratu-

1 te ou on the invitation to lectu e £.t O.-erlin.

The lee ur_ship ;l not, as II •
but it is certainly' iEtingui6h ' I' very

hp.o••y to hfive .;lne of our Oml hUO!illists ad to

the grau;.

Should Adcock coge to Princeton I

should be very 'ha Z' indeed to so.o hin.

Ever sincerel;r,

ilP.RA~J ~" F' f"

?rofessor Benjamin D. Meritt
69 Alexander Street
Princeton. Ie" Jersey
'.F/~C£
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Dear Ben.

iLQ)' th s for your uperb 'r01W1e 4n t e

then1an Tribute LJ.ets. It is obvio 1y a ork, t e

writlnc or wh ch re red not only pro"olllld ...nd accur t.e

sch

you TOur co .caber tors - .Len Bro

I coograt te

-.at, 1 e, •

who not liv to see the vol~ through tba pr S8,

.. a.ll. your &50 C te,;. !tie

Ii credit to you, th

•

org zat10D th t.. tici. Ii d in th product1 n.

s. B 11ey its tor aroiDg ilr. Furst's bill to

pro~.

Very ducar 1y your8~

Abr am Flexner

ofessor a~Jwaln D. eritt
69 Alexander street

iDeetOll, He.. Jersey

AFIESB
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THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY

SCHOOL Of HUMANISTIC STUDIES

PRINCETON, NEW JERSEY

Janu ry 31, 1939

Dear Dr. Flexner,

I am enclosing the bill which I received on
January 24 from the J. H. Furst Co pany for their
work on my book. The volume ~s now been published
and I hope within a few daysto show a copy of it to
you. I believe t~t we should pay the balance due to
the Furst Company, in the amount of ~4,703.23, without
waiting for the final charges for packing which will
probably not be large.

You will note that the item for Authors!
Corrections seems relatively high. I ,ant to assure
you that this is not the fault of the authors. The
nature of the work was such that many pages, and par
ticularly our tables, h&d to be set in type in prelim
inary form to facilitate the preparation of the rest
of the book and then be altered and c anged as this
work progressed.

We had collected $8,000 from the American
School, from the Guggenheim Foundation and from t~e

Carnegie Corporation of New York, to be used for the
publicatron of this volume. There have been some
charges, of an _ncidental charac er, against this fund,
and ~e ha e ade an allotment of ~500 to Mr. Clement
for services in reading proof and verifying references.
I remember my suggestion of last summ~r that this ~500

to Mr. Clement might be covered by t~e travel allowance
of $500 which h&d been voted to me for the expenses of
a trip to rimsterdam which I did not make. If this ex~ense

has been met in this way, then .1 e have run over our
estimates only ~bout ·200. I hope, in any case, that
you will think it bas been worthwhile when you see the
volume.

Very sincerely yours,

~"7'"1~c"""'e-
B. D. Meritt

Dr. Abraham Flexner
20 Nassau Street
Princeton, N. J.
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•

D ar Ben:

y ti:nnks for your lett r of J8.IIU!lry

£< very he;), onc 'Jiith blch to b gin the Ite. Y"tor.

I delighted th t ~ou

ve been thus "ignally cognized

d Ilr. Rockefeller

the Greek

.Arch eologica1 Society.

.ith ell good "or the e. Y ar

or iZEibeth and the children,

Ever sincerel ,

Profe Bar Benjamin D. K ritt
6 Ale ander Str at
Princeton, R_. Jarsey
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THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY

SCHOOL OF HUMANISTIC STUDIES

PRINCETON. NEW JERSEY

January 1, 1939.

Dear Dr. Flexner,

You will be interested to know that two

members of your faculty, Capps and I. have been made

Honorary Members of the Greek Archaeological Society.

Shear also received the same recognition, and we all

move in distinguished company, for the other American

to whom this award was given is Mr. John D. Rockefeller.

I consider this much better than an even

trade for member&hip in the German Archaeological

Institute, which I resigned last November. The

ceremony in Athens must have .been colorful. The

president of the Society, in the presence of the

King and of the other members, proclaimed the names

·to the people of Athens from the steps of the

Parthenon.

Sincerely,

Director's Office: Faculty Files: Box 22: Meritt, Benjamin D.-Professor and Emeritus, School of Historical Studies 1937-1939 
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THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY

SCHOOL OF HUMANISTIC STUDIES

PRINCETON. NEW JERSEY

October 14. 1938

My dear Dr. Flexner,

Thank you for your note of ctober 11.
We shall do the best we can in holding dovm the
cost of our volume. but it is comforting to know
that Mr. Keppel may still help us when the need
arises.

I am returning the letter which Bowra
wrote you about Friedl~der. I do not ow of
any o~ng for him now. although I have had several
letters from colleagues as far away as California
urging me to do something for him if I can. I am
tremendously distressed by recent news that Professor
Felix Jacoby in Berlin is no longer able to wonk, and
heaven knows what will happen to him. and that
Professor Mario Segre is now one of the first victims
of the Italian purge. As much as I should like to
help Professor Friedl~der, I should wish to give
preference either to Jacoby or to Segre. and even
so I have no suggestion that I can make to them.

I have just come back from Baltimore and
Uncle Tom tells me that Betty may come home Monday.
I hope nothing comes up to interfere with her
leaVing on that day.

Sincerely yours,

Dr. Abraham Flexner
20 Nassau Street
Princeton, New Jersey
BDM:C
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THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY

SCHOOL OF HUMANISTIC STUDIES

PRINCETON, NEW JERSEY

June 20. 1938

Dear Mrs. Bailey.

I have had two interviews with Paul Clement,
one in Baltimore when I was there last week and
one on Friday here in Princeton. He will undertake
to verify the references in our book and I told him
that I expected him to give three months time to it.
Even so I don't believe he will finish the job. but
I think it will be worth ~500 and 1 wonder how this
can be paid to him. My suggestion is that as work
progresses from time to ti~e I send a requisition to
you, with the understanding that the amount be charged
against our book fund. I wonder if this meets with
your approval.

For the summer's work, I have divided the book
into two parts. Clement is verifying references in
half of it and Pritchett will be busy verifying refer
ences in the other half. I think they will both have
more than they can do.

Very sincerely yours,

B. D. Meritt

Mrs. Esther S. Bailey
20 Nassau Street
Princeton, New Jersey

BDM:C
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larch 30, 1938
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EDWARD CAPP

PRINCETON, NEW JERSEY

Dear Ben:

(

Feb .15 ,1958

Garland informs me that he had paid Furst I s bill in full,
1,156.45,before he received my notice that you were tr&nsmitting the

odd 56.45 to FUrst to be applied to the bill for the Docmnents.
He has heard nothing from FUrst regliI"ding the matter,and suggests
that it would be in order for you to request him to send the -_:156.45
to him so as to keep the accounts of this book clear.

Ever yours,

...
l

Director's Office: Faculty Files: Box 22: Meritt, Benjamin D.-Professor and Emeritus, School of Historical Studies 1937-1939 
From the Shelby White and Leon Levy Archives Center, Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, NJ, USA



DeCEll:I1.:cr 20. lS37

I o. th 6t r' the

of ra • I c.rtai~

t at Dd. It 18 • h am 11-

t rlO& 1mit - b

11 uthor t1 8

I:e l"'rllll: • 't t YOllr

rofeaeor cn:;j~~=~~;.;,,;;..,
6 c,.. ndor

inoe on,

Director's Office: Faculty Files: Box 22: Meritt, Benjamin D.-Professor and Emeritus, School of Historical Studies 1937-1939 
From the Shelby White and Leon Levy Archives Center, Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, NJ, USA



'-'0_. _or

I: ar orey,

• - e l'

ece r 2 , 1 37

I sorry not to have e e bef ra

your letter of ~eca bar 18 about t 3 t1sche

Zeitec rift. t uld b desira 10 to be 8 for

us to have set in rincet n, but 1 act~lly use

it 80 l1ttl t;,at 1thout any

trou Ie by c .su1ting e ell. I wou1 not feel

like reco en In an oxpendit r of 40U.00 w ch

I t~llK ve t s end on s e~~.~ ellle bere

if the • y 1s val_a 1 at all.

inc rely ;yours,

oritt

rofes or C. • ore
I:epart nt of hrt and rchaeol y

r1nceton Ive~slt

rrlnceton, -. J.
:C

Director's Office: Faculty Files: Box 22: Meritt, Benjamin D.-Professor and Emeritus, School of Historical Studies 1937-1939 
From the Shelby White and Leon Levy Archives Center, Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, NJ, USA



THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY

SCHOOL OF HUMANISTlC STUDIES

PRINCETON. NEW JERSEY

I.e ce: .ber 16, 1937

Lear Dr. Flexner ,

I'am sending to you here a cep~ ef
the letter ~hich I have received asking me to
take part in the Congress of lrreek and Latin
Episra]Jhy.

You see from the list of names that
I ron the only ene frem the United tates lnvited
to be a member of the Committee. This representa
tion does not do 'ustice t~ the United tates and
I hope very much that I can pe suade a fe~ of the
active men like Low and ~liver to 80 over ~~th

me to show what ..e can do on this side of the
ocean. It is my belief that the European repre
sentation is semewhet padded.

Very sincerely yours,

B. D. ~eritt

lJr. braha.'11 -"le::ner
EL..: C

enc.
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C,-PY

msterda , Ie 28.iovembre
1937

..:onsieur,

Les scussignes qui ont pris l'intiative d'organiser

un c?nGres 6' pigra~hie srecque et lat:ne q~i se reunira
,
a Amsterdam Ie 1, 2, 3, et 4 eptenbre 1938, ont l'honneur

de eus prier de leur accorder votre appLi en co,.sentant
,a faire partie du Comite de ce congres. lIs vous seraient

/ 'reconnaissants d'une prompte reponse. ~tant donne, que

Ie temps presse, ~ls vous proposent de leur donner plein

pouvoir pour regler les details de l'orga~isation du
'-

ccngres.

/

Les seances se tiendront au Palais de l'Academie

Hoyale des ~ays-Bas. Les langues officielles du conGres

seront l'allemand, l'anglais, Ie fran~ais et l'italien.

La 'TIe e demande a ete a<iressee iii. e.asieurs. - .Hiher

Bourguet, L. Robert, G. Daux, ;-. P'laceliere, ...erlin,

• 'dlheln, J. Aeil, ingerle, Z. Kazarovl, .oodward, Colling-

von Gartringen, Kirchner, E. Diehl, • Sommatsch, L. I.ickert,

,
liverio, Segre, Parioeni,Icod, Graindor, regoire,

De. Sanctis, ...aiuri, 8'ilvagni, LelIa Corte, Calza, Ereccia,

I.e (,rassi, Romanelli, Brusin, .,lancini, urigernma, t-ardinali,

Corradi, Blinkenberg, Leramopcullos, Kourouniotis, Buckler,

eritt, Na chmanson , ~undwall, Sala~, hlfBldi, Laicovici,

• Lambrino, B. Saria, ~. Abramic, N. Vulic, ladame Guarducci.

P •
'-". Kl£-ffenlJach

oussel
~'od

e comite provisoire
C .... vollgrrff, pres~dent

Calderini
.L. E'~""er _~.

J.~.~. Hondius~ secretaire
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D Belil

I u a carbon COp'1 of a ,
let r ich wrow to PallO!' ~

II auld ilks ou to + ink it av r.

Always lncer

AJ'lrsB

,..

,
I

... ni.!.... I
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November 17, 1937

• .l'.,;( :·DU!.! to Dr. Fle=er:

ublication of thethenian fribute Lists.

A grant of 5,000. is needed in order to complete

the preparation and publication of the historical cvm

mentary en the thenien ?ritute Lists. This is volune

two of a publ_cation of which volume one has been

financed by the erican School at thens and the

~ggenheim 'oundation. ~bis money should be available

b the s~er of 1938 and the final exrenses fram it

s~ould be cade before 1940.

Attached to this memorandum is a biblio~raphy of

previous pUblications by the authors, Hac.e-IJery and

~.+ i~ so far as their pUblications related to the

problems of t s v lu.."!1e. l,;ontributions to"arc. t:1is ...·ork

have been de by Hamilton ollege, the erican Council

of Learned Societies, the Guggenheim Foundation, the

erican chool of Classical Studies at thens, the

Bureau of university Travel, the Charles F~elps Taft

Fund of the niversity of ~:ncinnati, the ~unds for

research in the I:U!lI8.Ilities at the 1niversity of .. ichlgan

and the Johns Hopkins lJniversity, ..r. and :.rs. el!lple f
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emorandum to • lexner -2-

(

.. ove ber 17, 1937

Cincinnati, the late ~ranklin D. Locke of uffalo,

.;e'17 York, the late .:>enator Jriffiths of almyra, J. ew

York, the late resident of Hamilton College , ~elanchthon

'" Stryker. ..,ost of these gifts have been moderate in

amount. tl:le more important being the Guggenheim fellow-

ship for .est, the ,2500. placed at tis disposal for the

publicat~on of volume one, not listed in the accompany-

ing bibliography; ~2500. from the ~merican School also

for the publication of volume one. ~he Carnegie ~orp

oration has also contributed .6000. to make possible

colaboration this year >lith frofessor H. T. :.ade-Gery.-

B. • ,.le itt

BD :C
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I3I LIOGRA LY F UELICATI NS BY MERITT AND ;EST N T5E
ATHENI N TRIBUTE

Meritt, A Restoration In IG I 37 (i.e. 12 63), A. J. rch.
XXIX 1925, 26-28

llieritt, Triuute ssessments in the thenian Empire from 454
to 440 B. C., • J. Arch. XXIX 1925, 246-273.

Meritt, 'he Reassessment of Tribute in 438/7, • J. Arch.
XXIX 1925, 292-298.

1eritt, A estoration of IG 12 213, A. J ••rch. XXIX 1925,
445-447.

Meritt, tudies in the .thenian Tribute Lists, diss. rince
ton, 1926.

~est, The rlace of IG I 256 in the Lapis ecundus, A. J. Arch.
XXIX 1925, lEO-187.

est, Supplementary 'otes on the Place of IG I 256, Cl. Phil.
XXI 1926, 250-254.

'est and eritt, The Athenian Quota L st IG 12 216, • J. Arch.
XXIX 1925, 434-439.

best and Meritt, Cleon's m hipolitan Campaign and the ssess
ment List of 421 D. C., A. J. Arch. XXIX, 1925, 59-69.

'fest, Methone and the ssessment of 430, A. J. Arch. XXIX
1925, 440-444.

est, Aristidean Tribute in the Assessment of 421 B. C.,
• J. rch. XXIX 1925, 135-151.

Meritt, otes on the Tribute Lists, rch. XXIX 1925,
321-324.

Meritt, A Restoration in IG 12 201, • J. Arch. XXX 1926,
189-190.

Vlest and Meritt, '1he Reconst1M.lction of IG 12 191, A. J. Phil.
XLVII 1926, 171-176.

Meritt and lest, The Reconstruction of IG 12 193, 194 and
201, Transact. Am.~. ssociat. LVI 1925, 252-267.

Meritt and .est, Revision of Athenian Tribute Lists, Part I,
Harv. ~. Cl. Phil. XXXVII 1926, 55-98.
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Bibliogra_hy on Athenian Tribute
pabe 2

~eritt and est, Correspondences in IG 12 196 and 198, A. J.
rch. XXXII 1928, 281-297.

est, The Last ssessment of the Athenian Empire, Transact.
Am. Phil. Associat. LVII 1926, 60-70.

~est and ~eritt, Fragments of the Attic Tribute Lists, A. J.
Arc~. XXX 1926, 137-149.

• eritt, evision of IG 12 216, ~~~~r~c=h. XXXI 1927, 180-5 •

est and leritt, '0 ~OPOALYL~O~ Ka,aAoyob ,00
• E<p. 1924 (ed. 1926), 41-49.

421/0, . APX

Meritt and 'est, nevision of thenian ribute Lists, art II,
"arv. Stud. Cl. ~. XXXVIII 1927, 21-73 •

•est and eritt, '0 :OPOAOYL~Ob Ka,aAoyo£, IG 12 218' ApX •
• ~<p. 1925/6, 46-66.

eritt, The econstruction of the Tribute Lists, • J. Arch.
XXXIII 1929, 376-384 •

•est, mhe Tribute Lists and the 'on-Tributary Members of the
De1ian League, Am. Historical eview XXXV 1930, 267-75.

Meritt and \est, Supplementum Epigraphicum Graecum, vol. V, 1931.

'est, Cleon's ssessment and the Athenian Budget, Transact.
Am. hil. Associat. LXI 1931, 217-239.

test, Two Assessments of the thenlan Empire, .etropolitan
Museum Studies, III, part 2, 1931, 174-193.

Meritt, thenian Financial ~ocuments in the Fifth Century,
pp xiv - 192 (17 plates) Ann Arbor:lJ'":" of llich. Press
1932.

~eritt and 'est, The Athenian Assessment of 425 B. C.,
pp xiv - 112~ plates) Ann Arbor: U:-o ieb.-Press.
1934.

:eritt, Pylos and the ssessment of Tribute, • J. Phil.
LVII 1936, 377-394 (with R. T. 'ade-Gery).

[eritt, 'he Tribute Assessment of 410 • C., Hesperia V 1936,
386-389.
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ibliography on Athenian Tribute
page 3

(

Meritt, The thenian Assessment Decree, • J. Phil. LVIII
1937, 152-156.

Meritt, Towns of sia Minor, A. J. Phil. LVIII 1937, 385-391.

Meritt, Documents on thenian Tribute, xiv - 135 pp., Harvard
university Press, 1937.
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UBLICATIONS BY·· DE-GERY O! THE Tl:E lIAN TRIBUTE

1. Note on Kleon's Finance, Classical Review, 1930, pp. 163-165.

2. The Year of the Armistice, 423 B.C., Classical Quarterly,

1930, pp. 33-39.
23. The Ratio of Silver to Gold, I.G., I , 301, Num. Chron.,

1930, pp. 16-38.

4. An Attic Inscription of the Archidamian War, J.B.S.,

1930, pp. 288-293.

5. The Financial Decrees of Kallias, J.I•• S., 1931, pp. 57-85.

6. Strategoi in the Samian ar, Class. Phil., 1931, pp. 309-313.

7. hucydides the son of elesias, a Study of ericlean Policy,

J.E.S., 1932, pp. 205-227.

8. Classical Epigrams and Epitaphs, a Study of the Idmonian Age,

J.L. ., 1933, pp. 71-104.

9. tudies in Attic Inscriptions of the Fifth Century,

~.S•• , XXXIII (published in 1936), pp. 101-136.

(A revision of the tribute lists, etc.)

10. Kleon and the ssessment of Tribute, .J.P., 1936, pp. 377

394 (witt. B.D.Meritt).

ead to the Eellenic Society in London in llay, 1935, a paper

on the Athenian Empire; to the Philological Society in Oxford

in the winter of 1925 a paper on the Intentions of the

Combatants in the Archidamian ~/arJ and to the same society

in the ~~nter of 1936 a paper on eace between Athens and

Persia in the Fifth Century. These three papers were not

published, in view of a proposed more comprehensive treatment.
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69 ALEXANDER STREET

PRINCETON, ,NEW, JERSEY

June 1 , 1\:137

Lr. 'braham Flexner
Institute for Advanced Study
20 ~assau ~treet

Princeton, lew Jersey

Dear Lr. Flexner ,

You will remember that I spoke to you this
morning about LT. Joseph Fontenrose.In case a vacancy
develops in our list of fellowships or research appo~ntees

for next year I uish to recommend him for consideration.

Fontenrose holds his doctorate in Classics from
the university 0f California. -e has spent a year in
Greece working with inscriptions at first hand. He has been
this year a Sterling Fellow at Yale, and is primarily inter
ested in problems which bear upon the Oracle at Delphi.

I know him personally and am satisfied that he
is a good scholar as well as an admirable fellow. Like
all epigra~hists he has not much money and yet there is
work that he could do here to ver good adv~~tage vnth
our collection of squeezes.

-ould you be good enough to let me know if any
opening in the budget appears, which might be suitably
remedied by givingontenrose an appointment.

Very sincerely yours,

Benjamin ~. Meritt
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69 ALEXANDER STREET

PRINCETON, NEW JERSEY
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69 ALEXANDER STREET

PRINCETON, NEW JERSEY

January 18, 1937.

Dear Dr. Flexner,

Mr. William K. Pritchett, who is now assisting

me with the facsimiles of Greek inscriptions that are the

property of the Institute, holds an appointment at $100 a

month until (I believe) July 1, 1937.

I find his work most valuable to me now, and in

looking forward to the summer when I shall not be in Princeton

and to next year, I realize that it will be desirable to

have Mr. Pritchett continue his work of classification and

reading without interruption, for new acquisitions are

coming in constantly.

I wish to recommend to you, therefore, that

Mr. Pritchett be given an appointment on a 12-month basis

at ~125 a month beginning July 1, 1937. The present rate

of ~100 a month is hardly enough, as I have learned, to

meet his minimum needs.

Very sincerely yours,

Benjamin D. Meritt

Director's Office: Faculty Files: Box 22: Meritt, Benjamin D.-Professor and Emeritus, School of Historical Studies 1937-1939 
From the Shelby White and Leon Levy Archives Center, Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, NJ, USA



69 ALEXANDER STREET

PRINCETON, NEW JERSEY
-

January 9, 1937.

Dear Dr. Flexner,

Bov~a made a splend d impression when he

lectured here, and I havc hopes that he will receive the

offer e wants. 1 is presence, with l.ade-Gery next year, would

really create an ideal combinat on not to be matched anywhere

on t~ side of the Atlantic. ,ith the Institute and r nceton

there would be a group of scrolars caoable of doin a thorou hly

decent job of classical studies.

About bowra's offer I have sent a memorandum to

tuart, and I enclose a copy of it here for you. ~tuart

has promised me (a) that Dodds will not write to Bowra and

sa that t is mpossible to find the extra thousand or so

without his (Stuart's) tellin me so f rst, and (b) that he

ill ease my mind by lett in me know at an time if Dodds

reaches a favorable dec sion •

.hatever happens we must prevent Dodds from

writing to Bowra that he can't raise the money.

Sincerely yours,

~
B. D. eritt
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Copy for Dr. lexner

- 69 ALEXANDER STREET

PRINCETON, NEW JERSEY

JanWU'7 8, 1937.

Lear Protessor Stuart,

I se. a oft on the train thi oming for
Boston. mjoy h1s stay in rinceton and I think e have
per3uade h1m that 1t will be a fin plao tor him to carry
on his rk. res1dent dds' EIIIlphatic tate ant yesterday
in support of olassica1 study mad , I believe, an unusually
good 1Jnpression. Bo'l'11'& liked tll faculty, too, and seems
assured of a co enial atmos ere. Aa you mo , it an a

t to li •

t at ni t ell into the s 11 hour •
c of the titut h re p1a a consi ercble role

I shall ve lulp if' his friendship wi th
hel turn hi eclsion in th right direction.

a roalize t t if co e her will n an
panions up are n rly in the tio er than
els ere.

a G tho financial side of it can b
man e. You hi offer for 10,000 fro rv r. t
is really ore tl that cc u e wi thin a yo or t 0, on
ul1ck' retirement, it uld b 12,000. But owra tol

this om t at in pit of thi auld co to
rinceton for '10,000 t so of the othor oonditions could

be et, ch as liberal allo co of 1 ve (actually
spoke of one te ev ry fourth '1 IlJl normal with f'ull
alary, which is t the plaIme at vard), provision

to r ti nt sien, and a 4 t ble te c cheuu..L"
(the Bch you ve alr ady propos d see ed s ti factorr).

rninS'o v~ it to the Or te Colle 8
one about 1 ing. woul 11 to
ed of room ther , one large enough for his

boo (und e heB "1 of thom) end 1 rg ough "to ac
back and forth In,n I1S 1".0 pbras it. I a1 I uld
co i,ate this wis of his to you. h roo dy d,
for le, would .QVE:i been quite inaG.equ to tor OWl'a, but
I think t room oppos~te the on whore Gillospie' ne ew
lived, ich Q saw onl through the open door, would do
h1J:l nicoly. tie so ch ooncerne over t 00 t t
th would 11k enUon ot it as part of his formal offer,
tho uld ez;ect to pay. sure, the normal rat for
the roo he es.
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69 ALEXANDER STREET

PRINCETON. NEW JERSEY

Prof Bor tuart - 2

it t OB
are
chan
quite dofinitely, "I 0
co a." ° s t1s:t'les
month at

" ttlo
o
to se
w can
will •

pr s ion to

•
t

t

e 1! c rely yours:J

• D. "itt
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DOCtll;ents on At .enian Tribute. By .j. D. eritt. p. xi .. 135;
2 plates and 16 illustratloJ s in te text. 1.arvard Univer
ity Press, 1937.

Professor Meritt has 0 ce a ain given to students of

the Athenian Empire, and of its triLete-sJstem in particUlar,

fresh terial for consideration, aud fresh cause for erati-

tude. In the first t .0

Ylith the t 10 ecrees, IG

chapters e1 tbe

i.-1 .65 and 66, .

present Icrk he oeals

lch bear on the collect-

ion WId recording of the ~6po" and In the other four he turns

hls attention, with no less frultful results, to some of the

Q.ucta-lista.
J.

IG 1 .65, of which the first satisfact ry reconstruction

was putlisLed by .ilhelm (nz. ll:ad. ien, 1,,09, 53ff.).

contai s certain enact ents regarding ~ethoos of collecting

tribute, of posting the n&~es of defaulters, and of procedure

in certain co.sequential jUdicial proceedinbs, and makes par-

ticular mention of ·EyAOy~t. leritt ar~es conVincingly that

these were not, as usually thought, a board of thenlan

~fficials, but lecal boards appointed in allied states, and

in sLpport prop0ses to rest ere in 11.6-8 [ Lr~creOV)' v

I:Xa.OT L Tt[L) nOA L [.p6po !YAC) ~a.r;, OTTO\, ~vJ c;w~H,6e..rv

·A9e;lvra.(oL~ ,.u~lta\, :"yAl.yo;TCU] 0 [, opo",], X.T.',. hich in turn

involves a change in the accepted restoration of 11.52-6, so

as to indicate that the lleralds were to e sent to the cities

to order theln to appoint t e necessary' ·yAoye;t,. From the,
\'.ell-lmovm allusion to Samians and Theraoans in 1.21 f., M. con-

cludes that not only ~as amos still paying off leI' ar-
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indemnity from 440 (pace N63selhauf), but that Thera, .hich

had been subdued and incorporatea i1 t1e empire between the

spring of 431 and the aut~ uf 430 (fur in Thuc.ii.9,4 it is

independent, but in SEG V.28 it already pays tribute), was

also required to pay t~e expense of her em conquest. IG i
2

.66

is enlarged by the addition to the two publisned fra ents

of a third piece, formin, the upper right-hand corner of the

stele, which was extracted in 1926 from tee later masonry in

the west Goorvlay uf t e Parthenon, but though all three belong

to the ri ht-hand side, and give us the beginning and end of

the document, t"e miadle piece joins neither of t, e otherso

M. restores the text with a line of fifty-seven letters, and

not t irty-six as in IG i 2 ., but is only able to extract con-

tlnuous sense from four passa es, of which the introductory

formulae supply one. The others are 11.16-22, 35-8 md 55-9

(end), and they are seen to srow a striking similarity to the

cOLteLts of tte other decree (i2.65), ith the difference, to

which M. drals careful attention, that i 2 .66 seens to deal

with proced~re for one year only, ~~ilst i 2 .65 contains perm

anent regulations, valid also for the future. From this he

concludes that 65 is meant to supersede 66, which was the

earlier of the two, 'pernaps by a year, perhaps by more'

(pp.59 f.). fe does n t propose an exact date for either~ but

thinks, with regard to i 2 .65, that 'its general purport and

the far-reaching c01sequences of its provisions Iuske it at

least possible that it las passed at some stage in the proceedings

connected with the assessn,ent of 425 B.C.,' and that 'the crowds

of litigants from the allies' (cf. Pseudo-Xen., Ath. Pol. I
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l6-l7} 'may 11ave been, in part at least, an immediate cwnse

quence of the decree. I

It is ObVOU8 that M. has made a contribution of first

rate importance to the understanding of these two decrees, and

that it will serve es a starting-point for fresh enquiry. The

reviewer cannot resist asking one or two questions forthwith:

first, whether t e interval betl':een t le two decl'ees may not

be consic:erably more t Jan a year, in view of the striking

differences which they exhiLit in thc use of the aspirate (65

omits the H on nine occasions, incluc,ing tl'ree restored words,

66 always inserts it except in £J,la.O,Ol;, 1. 2l), and w et ler,

in view of this difference, more importance may not attach to

the striking contrast between the hands of the two stelai - the

elegant, individual quality of the widely-spac~d script of 65,

and the formless and crowded script of 66. Secondly, what is

the purpose of the vacant space at t1e top right-hand corner

of 66, presumably matched by a correspwnaing space at the top

left-hand corner, which extends to a widtn of seventeen letter

spaces and a depth of thirteen lines? In the atsence of all

traces of anything havin, been attached to cover it, and as

tae surface is dressed as smooth as the rest of the stele, may

Vie not infer that the Llank space was occupied by a pa nting,

presumably symbolisinp, some process connected with the tribute

collection, just as does the relief with an amphora and money

bags partly preserved at the head of i 2 • w5? Does the fact

that no analogy is knovm for painted ornament on Attic decrees,

apart from crovms, !Iecessarily ·offer a fatal objection; and
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are there not actual traces of painting still to be sen,

notably a shield in three-qulirter view, on the photogra!_h repro

duced by /eritt (p. "" fi...,. 8)? l'...i 'oly, l118y a suggestion or

two be added es to t, e .e.,ts'1 In 65, 1. 30 may we not restore

the enigmatic letters - oe~ve - as [~e]oe~vtrv] or - ~r~], on,

the tear' tbat the mover of the amendment in 1. 27 advocates,

in vie of tne urgoncy, t.at the usir.ess be bro~ght before an

earlier, regular eeting of t e cclesia, inste Q of waiting for

that proposed 'ten ays after the Dionysia l by the speaker in

1. 13, ane c pare LKKADO(U~ KUp(U~ twu~v~~ in ristoph., Act.

1. 19 f.? If so, tlnpUT~v~ue] can harely stano after~eKpon(G

in 1. 31. In 66, 1. 14 f., pel'haps oeJ,1f[vuol.l. -- (J.l -- Tt~ ()q.lOo(n~

oq>puyto] ~ o'nOlTfJ,1n"TO •A6tvnl:t:; ne. in 1. 33 anu[yoytvJ (in the

sense of payment) seems a more likely su gestion than nurcTeo~vl

or o'mi[Pxev ], thou b in 1. 22 - ~11"H - mi ht be rT~h a.n L[Teo ~ 1

or [TO]~ &:.~~~[TOVT~J.

In CJ s. III and IV Meritt returns to the Lapis rimus of

the uota-lists, and offers a most attractive restoration for the

fragment added by lade-Gery (B.S •• 7J~iii. 101 ff.), confirming

that this portion of the right-hand narro face cOnta.ns a

summation of the first year1s quota recorded at the top of the

obverse face. ccepting the c~lclusion that the quota fer one

year is e ittec, J. ar=es that the missing year is 449/8, (and

not, with I.-G., 44&/1), so that SEG V. 6 belongs to 448/7 and

V. 8 to 447/6. Even lore far-reaching are his ccnclusicns, in

ch. IV, as to tne exact num~er of stutes and their payments re

corded for 448/7, w' ich sho 1 hOlV many states defaulted w olly
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or in part. and what was the relation bet "Ieen the actl.al sum

recelved and the assess lent for the whole cor..federacy. The

former works out as ca. 280 Talents. as compared lith 322 if

the partial aefaulters had p id ':'n full. and with 435-40 Talents

if all members had paid in f~ll. Gomparing these figures with

those for t e four years 4 4/3 to 451/0. _ere he s 0 s that

in the first ye I' of t is peri the total receivea was ca. 350

Talents out of an as essment consideral1y below t 'e 'Aristidean

460 Talents.' • attributes the relatively ppor collection in

446/7 to the exceptit.:nal circumstances arising from t e Leace

of hallias. which resulted in 'the unwillingness of the allies

to pay tribute when their need for protection against fersia

was thus minimised.' In c • V • s' ccessfully co firms his

proposed date for SEG V. 25. as 429/8. as a result of deciphering

a fev _,ore significc t letters frO!, the vel' faint tre.ces sur

viving from the eacin of the stele in question (cf. tho Fin.

Doc., pp. 3-25); and in ch. VI he skil~tlly finds a home for

some of tIle pat .etic waifs cellecte at the end of SEG V. For

instance. V. 40 finds a place in V. 11. and thus c mes into

conjunction ith a small fragment. whlch when transferred from

V. 12 makes a convincing join; and V. 43. which is sho"m to be

an incomplete copy of a fragment in V. 4. is relentlessly abolished.

after a career of i~pcst~re lasting learly a century. These

last two aiscoveries \.ere aue. among others. tv the late llen

,est. to \". ose unti "ely death ,eritt alluaes feelingly in lis

foreword.

lention of a new piece of the Quota-lists from the excavations
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in the Agora (p. 78, note 5) serves further to remind us that

discoverled of this nature are s~ill far from being exhausted

and we may rest assurea tr'at when Professor "'eritt has any

fresh materiel for us he will present it in the same aamirable

fashion, alike as regards commentar~ and illu~trations, as his

previous publications have led us to expect. Meanw lle, we

turn with gratefLl appreciation tc t~e volume befcre us.

A. 1i. ••

(The Journal of hellenic Studies, LVIII, 1938, pp. 108- )
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