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ADVANCE FOR RELEP.SE IN P. M. I s of \'!EDNESDAY, JUNE 6, 1962

Geor~e Fechti~ Baughman, president, Ne~ College--Doctor of Commercial
::rcIe.,ce •

"George Fechtig Baughman presides over the countdown preliminar­

ies to the 1964 launching date of one of the nation's newest private

institutions of higher learning. As President of New College in

Sarasota, Florida, he has the challenging assignment of developing

from the start a liberal arts and science school designed to serve

a student constituency from both continents of this hemisphere.

Product of the Sunshine State, he is a man of enthusiasm, dedication,

and optimism. An alumnus of the University of Florida, he spent his

early working years in banking and the law. During World War II he

served with the United States Na~J Supply Corps, rising from Ensign

to Lieutenant Commander. As officer-in-charge of the Lend-Lease

Program of the Bureau of Supplies and Accounts he traveled to 56

-more-
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monuments to his leadership. During his administration, faculty

salaries and benefits were i~proved, research grew tremendously, and

gifts were received in record numbers and amounts. As former

president of this institution he is at home on this platform. He

is here today, tho\!.~h, in a ne\~ role -- to receive rather than to

confer academic accolades. We now would present to him this token

of our enduring appreciation and esteem, the Doctor of Laws degree,

hono:'is causa. 1I

Erwin Panofslcy, art historian--Doctor of Fine Arts.

IIEr\~in Panofsky more tl:a.n merits the acclaim implicit in our

honorary doctorate of Fine Arts degree. Eminent authority on the

history of art, longtime scholar at the Princeton Institute of

Advanced Study, he has been an indispensable contributor to the

reno\'m of the ,lew York Uni-Jersity Institute of Fine P.rts. Born in

Hanover, he studied at the w1iversities of Berlin and ~illnich and later

earned his Doctor of Philosophy degree at the University of Freiburg.

He came to New York University as a visiting professor in the pre­

Hitler years. From 1933 to 1935 he taught here as full professor

before receiving an appointment to the Institute of Advanced Study.

Like the fictional man who came to dinner, he found it difficult to

leave New York University. In fact, he never has left us. For some

two decades he was visiting professor at our Instit~te of Fine Arts.

He has been also a valuable adviser on Institute matters and has

continued from time to time to give major lecture series.

-more-
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D~. Panofsky is now returning to New York University as Samuel F.B.

~orse Professor of the Literature of the Arts of Design. Fluent in

~glish, French, and Italian, as well as in his native German, he

understands Dutch and Flemish, is at home with Latin, and is no

stranger to G~eek. He is an iconographic specialist of the first

rank, and as an art detective still ep~ages in research, seeking the

clues that may reveal what an artist a thousand years ago meant to

convey n his work. He is rated by his peers as 'one of the great

minds of our time" and as "perhaps tr.e greatest living figure in the

whole fie Id of art his tory." He are proud to honor him today.'
'-----.

Rosemary Park, president-el~ct, Barnard College--Doctor of Laws.

"Dr. Rosemary Park, President and Dean-elect of Barnard College,

is presented ~or the honorary doctorate of Laws. Born in Andover,

~mssachusetts, she never strayed far from the academic groves. Hers

was a family of educators and scholars. Her father, Dr. J. Edgar

Park, was President of liheaton College. A brother, Dr. Will~am E.

Park, serves today as President of Simmons,College. The key to her

future bore a Phi ~-ta Kappa imprint. She won it along With a diplana

granted with honors at Radcliffe College. An interest in Germanic

studies led her next to the University of Bonn and then to the Univer­

sity of Cologne, where in 1934 she received the doctorate. The

following year she became a language instructor at Connecticut College

and later served as dean of freshman and academic dean; in 1947 she

assumed the presidency. The latter occasion prompted her father to

-more-

Director's Office: Faculty Files: Box 26: Panofsky, Erwin, 1950-1962 
From the Shelby White and Leon Levy Archives Center, Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, NJ, USA



I

~i'4r ~~~,(/-l
/) /t--/<. J~ ~ /~~;tn U-;...

.r~ '*' k....e k.. p,.-r~

Director's Office: Faculty Files: Box 26: Panofsky, Erwin, 1950-1962 
From the Shelby White and Leon Levy Archives Center, Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, NJ, USA



F REI E ( I V E R SIT A T B E R LIN

- Pbilosopbiscbe Fakultat -

Herrn

Professor Dr. RObert Oppenheimer
Direktor des Institu e for Aavanced StUdy
FrincetoL-University
Frincetoh, New Jersey

Sebr geehrter Herr Kollege !

Von einem kurzen Urlaub nacb Berlin zurUc gekebrt erf~Lre ich,

dass Sie sieb freundlicberweise bereiterklart batten, im Rah­
men einer kleinen Feier Herrn Kollegen Panofsky die Ehren­

promotionsurkunde unserer Fakultat zu Uberreieben. Ieb darf
Ibnen fUr diese Bereitwilligkeit den berzliehsten Dank unserer

Fakultat Ubermitteln und nur boffen, dass Sie dadureh niehv
allzu viel MUhe auf sieb nehmeh mUssen.

it besten GrUssen und Empfeblungen

Ibr sebr ergebener

( £.------<:'

Dekan)
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cc Mr. Morgan

20 April 959

Dear Proten I' Panofllq,

e TrwIteell ot the Institute, eeting on Apr 1 18th,
h ft t1Jald Y0rIr sa1.ar.Y, snd tbIIt of yoar colle ell, at

2 ,$00 a ar, etart July 1, 1959.

I am g14 to tell ;you the ood llIIt'/lI.

very lIincerely,

nhs r

Protesllor nrln Panfosky
e Instit te tor Advan St
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THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY

PRINCETON, NEW JERSEY

April 2, 1962

Selner pelctabillt¥t deJa H rrn Dekan r Ph1lo.oph1llehen l"akultlt
dar l'rel.n Univer.lt1t Berlin,

Herrn Pror or Dr. Bane-Joach1A Li.ber,
Boltr·.n D8tr J,
Berlln-D.hl. •

er Spektab1lltVt,

.ovie dar Boben Philo.ophiacben "",,<>UtVt dar hei.n Univer.ltlt
Berlin, bUta ieb, fUr die III1r (lIltiC.t verila EbrendoktorwUrde (und
be.onder••ueh fUr Ibr ao !reundllebeltltJ:.~~;;:~.Scbreiben 27. a)
_1nen tler ndanen Dank au..preeh

Ieb brauebs nieht dua aieb die. bobs ibra, deren
walt.r•• Zelehen air Ton ..inn D1rektor in allltrkle1nate Krei••
'berreieht vurde. nieht nur ait adarn aueh t tola er!Ul.lt -

nncle1eh ieh air IW1J' alla waitt bin, III1r in dar Urkunde
&8ltpendate Lob nur au at e nrdienltt zu haben. iltt Itir
eine beaondare Berrledi darltelben hkult" t Terbundan EU

aein, dar ieb, ala Stude r Doktor zu ..en Heinrich Oltni
und 01 h 001 e dtlt. t Tiel ftrdank und die Tor br 49
Jabren di."t.e e i ina.arbeit en (hoUentl1eh auelt jetzt
noch verUehenen • rbllllpr ia" auau.runnen. Und dau a m1r Uberreieht.
ipl~ aut d.n T _ina iebend .t. Oeburtltt It .t1.rt bt, e tin

ieh ala • aiS i be l're ndl1e i, di. llieh.. 'brt t"
die 1ch ••br dal:lkb~~1i,l

Mit dar Bitte, r Bohen Philo.ophi.ehen F tit n A .drue
di..er _1ner Darikbar It UbenI1tt.ln IlU wollen, und 1nen beltten
fUr Ihr und Ihrer Uninre1tlit dauernda. ohlerc. n, bin leh

er Spektab1lltlit lana erpbener

Erv1n Panot.ky

Ir.

ee: Dr. J. Robert Oppenhe1ll:er
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6 Pfarch 1962

Dear Professor Lieber:

1ban.k you very ch tor TOur good letter
at February 26th. I lIII delighted with the
action that TOU have taken, and eure that it
will mean a great deal to Protessor PanotBk;r.

We ehall be glad to arrange tor the
presentation, and look: forward 1Xl receiving the
do C1.1III8I1ts.

With good wishes,

Robert. OppenheWer

Professor Bans-Joachill Lieber
Dean of the Free OniversitT
Berlin-Dahlem
Boltsmannatr. 3
aeZ'IIIaIV
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Philosophische Fakultat Berlin-Dahle~, 26.Fetruar 1962
Boltzmalillstr.3

Herrn
Professor Dr. obert Oppenheimer

Direktor des ~nstitu"e for Hdvanced study
Prihceton University

Princeton New Jersey

Sehr geehrter Herr Kollege

Die Philosophische Fakultat der Freien Universitat Berlin hat
beschlossen, Herm Professor Dr.~rich anofsky zu Heinem 70.

Geburtstag am 30. arz 1962 die EhrendoKtorwtirde z~ verleiner..
Darf icn Sie bitten, in einer kl inen Feier die Urkunde im Namen
unserer FaKultat zu verlesen und Herrn Kollegen PanofsKy zu
tiberreichen. Leider ist ~ein Mitglied unserer FaKultat zu dieser

Zeit in den Staaten, sodass ich mir erlaube, Ihnen diese 3itte
vorzutragen. Darf ich auf eine baldige antwort rechn~n, damit
ich Ihnen die UrKunde rechtzeitig zuschicken kann.

it bestem ~ank fUr hre tihewaltung und verblnalichen Empfeh­
lungen verbleibe ich

Ihr sehr ergebener

Dekan

(Professor Dr. Hans-Joachim Lieber)

Director's Office: Faculty Files: Box 26: Panofsky, Erwin, 1950-1962 
From the Shelby White and Leon Levy Archives Center, Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, NJ, USA



) !faT 1961

Dear !'Ir. 5 i tom8r I

'l'hmk you for your letter of April
19th. I t that ... have DO supplies of
pbotopoapha of Professor Panofs!c;y, and no
beclcground terial beyond that which a ears
in the standard reference boob. I have
checked with Professor Panof8k;r, and he 81Q'8
that ha doea not haft any ei til r.

e are 801T7 that we cannot be of
help.

Sincere1;r yours,

(!'IrlI. Wilder Hobson)
Seo:retary to til Director

Plr. Curtis J. Sito.er
Of1'1oe of Public IntOl'lllation
8011f:~~i~Wio~0rn1aSanta Barbara
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THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY

PRINCETON, NEW JERSEY

April 1. 1960

IdndD wi
acted upon

nn,..."r.ea withe
""'Ul.' re resent

t.o do 11~nl'IC

,
Gra 1'u~ 10 re,

,it rq

Vel7 II&I11 no tor your letter "'-Ali'D.L,..<>
dellgh to hear that our aUorte -'..-.
_!bere or Board at Trusteee,
will plaoed 1D the de or

p
whioh

Mr. el D. wideadorf
125 Par AT•
.. York. York

Dear Mr. Leid8lldortl

Ira

cc: Dr. Oppenheimer
I

I
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UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA
SANTA BARBARA

OFFICE OF PUBLIC INFORMATION

GOLETA, CALIFORNIA

19 April 1961

Director of Information
The Inst~tute for Advanced ~tudy

Princeton, ew Jersey

Dear 3 ...r:

We have been recently incormed of the appointment
of Professor Erwin Panofs'y to serve on our
Summer Sessior Faculty. As you may kno~, Professor
Panofsky is scheduled to deliver a series f five
lectures or the Santa Barbara Campus during the
months of June aId J ly.

e would appreciate rece ving from you at least
three glossy photo raphs f r. Panofsky, as e"
as any printed bac ground material a out his
career and wor'e to su plement that wh':'ch we have
already dra'ND from the various b' graphies.

e are hoping to distribute a brochure abolt th s
series to numerous colleges and un'versities, as
ell as art muse~ms, and would greatly appreciate

it if you could get this mater al to us as soon as
possible.

e are looking forward with great expectatior to
Dr. Panofsky's coming to Santa Barbara, and feel
honored that he accepted the invitation to give
this series.

CJS:lh

Sine

Curti
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The Society of Cinematologists

235 East 22 Street
]fey York 10

March ZT, 1960

Dear Dr. Oppenheimer:

ROBERT GESSNER. President
HEW YORK UHIVEltSITY

HUGH GRAY, Secretary
UNIVorslT't OF CAUFOltNIA AT LOS AHGEUS

GERALD NOXON, Trenurer
BOSTON UNIYEJtSm

COUNCIL
Erik Bamauw. 1963
COlU"~A UNIYDtSm

Geor&e Amber&. 1962
u'uvusm Of MINNESOTA

Richard Griffith, 1961
MUSIEUM Of' MOO£llN NtT

Arthur Knight, 1960
cm COl.1..Dl£ Of' N£W YORK

Remembering my visit vith you some years ago, I knov you

vill be interested to learn of our Society and especially

of our homage to Ervin Panofsky.

Sincerely yours,

Dr. J. Robert Oppenheimer
Institute for Advanced Study
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The Society of Cinematologists
THE FIRST NATIONAL MEETING

April 11-12, 1960

ROBERT GESSNER, President
NEW YORK UHIVElltSfTY

HUGH GRAY, Secretary
UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA AT LOS MGEL£S

GERALD NOXON, Treasurer
BOSTON UNIVERSITY

New York University Faculty Club
22 Washington Square North

New York City

Monday, April 11, Green Room:

COUNCIL
Erik Bamauw. 1963
COLU"B'A UNlVERSfTY

George Amberg. 1962
UNIVERSITY OF MINNESOTA

Richard Gritrrth, 1961
MUSEUM OF MODERN AIn"

Arthur Knight. 1960
CITY COL.U:GE OF NEW YORK

2:00 p,m, ~ Business: Reports by the President, Secretary
and Treasurer,

2:30 ReDirt by George Amberg, Conference Director, S,O,C.
Co erence, University of Minnesota, March 19-21:
"A Definition of Cinema: Relative Values in Narrative,
Dramatic, Pictorial and Cinematic Illusion."

Discussion: Significance of the Minnesota Conference
for the interdiscip1ine curriculum, Hugh Gray, U,C.L,A,;
for the communications curriculum, Gerald Noxon, B,U.

"Raising Standards in a New 1ie1d," George D. Stoddard,
Chancellor, B.Y.U.

Refreshments will be served.

Tuesday, April 12, Madden Room:

10:00 a.m. Panel on Sources:

Thomas Brandon, Brandon Films
Leo Dratfie1d, Contemporary Films
George Pratt, George Eastman House
Robert Gardner, Harvard University
Richard Griffith, Museum of Modern Art
Rosalind Kossoff, 1i1m Images
Herman Weinberg, International Critic

12:30 Luncheon

Honorary Membership to Erwin Panofsky

Larrabee, American Heritage
"Learned and Unlearned Societies."

Dwight Macdonald, Critic.
"Taste and Judgment."

Robert Gessner, President
"Cinema and Scholarship,"

Presentation of

~ Speakers: Eric

Discussion

New Business: Plans for 1960-61
Publications
Election of new members
Election of officers

Attendance invitational, except business sessions.
Registration fee: &2.00
Luncheon: $2.75 and includes morning refreshments.
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THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY

PRINCETON, NEW JERSEY

October 8, 19.

Dr. • r ller,
this r1JI ee 1J:Jst1 t dar Uni rei t 1811,

Wl 1. larl !.ue er & 1., Austria.

Dear Dr. llerl

lth rq best ~smi.y

Ve siDcere~ ;yours,

Lnrlll Panohll;)'

Irs

CCI Hr. Shepard Stone
Dr. J. Robert Oppenhei:mer ./'

see
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THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY

PRINCETON, NEW JERSEY

Ootober e, 1958

The
477 ........u,
1/

Dear r. tone,

Pursuant to our telephone con....rsation ~

e letter trra Dr. Peter Uer as veU as ot
etter bavin oken to you.

II copl ot
aTe hia

vh1ch yo II to be tak1
ple..ure ot your peno al

our vrq, bell..... ,

it ., varme or the int.
in II call , and in t pe ot havin
acquaintance as 1I00n all lOU happen to co

I do not know Dr. eUer per nall7 1IIIprelllled by
article on II g P ot hitherto unellplain II. vllic e
.. le he was etill in Udapellt. F II artie as weU a8 1'ro1a
·projectsW outl ned in b1.Il lett.r 0 Olrt.c)~I. 1, 1958, he 11_ to be an
~ capable scholar (which .stoni it he were. lion
or n hew of 1JIIon MeUer, on of distin sbed II ills& c
IIcbolan of the old.r enerat 0 not hesitate to reco Dc!
to ford Foundation'. att v as it is posllible to recOlll:1um,d
II coU.a with ra one al acquaintanc.. Sho the ord
Foundation 11811 it. D7 cle. hi ov.r for a JII r or 110 he
110 Id b. able not only to co IItnd1ell bllt wo to look aro tor
a re permanent pos'. • hiator, ot art, one of th 1.
rt&OroUllly up II lI1.il1 in need of Dell blood, b1.Il cbancell
voll1d certainly no bl••

v. II cerely 10 rll,

Ervin Panofsq

EP,n
•

cc: Dr. J. Robert Oppenheimer
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Kunsthistorisches 1nstitut der UniversitKt Wien,
Wien 1. Karl Lueger 'Ring 1.

Vienna 1.10.58

Dear, • Panofsq,

Pe!"haps you will remember my article on Leonardo I s drawings to the
Divine Comedy, a co y of which I sent you some years aEo from Budapest.

I am now preparing three studies in iconol0"1t.. the themes of which
might eventually be of interest to you. These suttles are:

1. A monograph on the "Three Philosophers" 0 Giorgione, in which
I have tried to assemble the iconographic 0 regarding ancient
philosophers during the Middle Ages and a ce. I hope to have
found the textual source of the pictu :the phil phical literature.
I hope also to have succeeded in giv w interpretation, and in
identifying the personages depict

2. "Leonardo, Uccello, This includes a reconstruction of
the composition of the Battle a orether with a history of the
motive of the "furore dei c vi" t theme of "pazzia bestialissima".
On these lines I have also ed to ~ construct the lost allegorical
paintings of Uccello with b le!!-P'f"animals.-1 read a paper on the results
of these researches ;l8eQ the Zentralinstitut fUr Kunstgeschichte
in Munich. Fr'

3. "Homo ext " omo interior" in Early Cinquecento Portraiture.
This study which co roup of portraits, mainly Venetian, with
"copertine" or painted verse, proposes among other things a new interpretation
of the two allegories by Lotto in the Washington Art Gallery (copertina of the
De Rossi Portrait and the so called "Danae").

All these studies are in an advanced state and I would like to finish
them as soon as possible. They form part of a series of studies which I
would like to devote to the expression of "furor divinus" in art. Unfortunately,
I am not in a position to complete these studies, as I do not see any way to
carry on my wort: as an art historian in Vienna at all. (I am living here
in emigration since 1957 with my family - wife and ten-years-old daughter-
under very hard circumstances).

Will you please excuse that I write all this to you and that I ask you
to help me in case you should know of any possibility which would allow me
to continue my research-work in the States.

Very sincerely Yours

(Dr. Peter Meller)

I should be very grateful if you would write me to the following address:

Kunsthistorisches Institut der UniversitKt ien,
Wien I. Karl Lueger Ring 1.
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THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY

PRINCETON, NEW JERSEY

Januarr 2, 1951

Pr aident lathan K. Pusey
Harvard Uni'feraity
ClIIILbri e 38, Massachusetts

Dear Pre8ident PIuMlyI

liter 10 and s rioua ranection I have ccae t
that I ought to a l'Y out ay t I-. at the Inatitute f
onl7 too well that, aa the poet eqa,

he reluctant conclusion
!dvanced Study. I know

cUnati ,
alone is heard."

t you have mom. ao ch kindn II ai eratio that you, I feel,
a reaaonab~ detailed and cc.plet~~~~~a~~oun~·tof the reaSc.la which preY t
ae!'r<a eiz1n& an an opport1; attraotive all a Uninrsi.ty
ProfeeBorship at Harvard.

lirst and fer t, uraliY, a certain obligation tovarda
the Inatitute for !dTan..,-'...."...... ch I haTe been &ffillated fr the
v rr inception of its" et actiTitiea. Th InBtitute, needlesa to say,
can eui~ do without 1\ , and do without III in three years at the latest.
But if a .eaber of BO a p, and one of ite oldeat en at that,

to diSBOCiate h1ue.u;.~cgIV1.·t a fev years before hie retir_t, hie action
....,. be open to interpretationa diBadvantageous to t Inatitu

Second, both ay wife and I are hesitant to face the problBma, paycholo ical
and pure~ technical, of what would be an irrevocehle transplantation. We have
reached an e at which one t1ndB it difficult to iiTe up a aall house built
to ap ifications, to either transfer or abandoD a lifelo accwaulation of 0

jecta, and to TtIuture into a new fOrlll of ex1etence, howeTar alluring, without,
as it we , a Une of retreat.

Third, I _ af'raid to accept a Univenity Prof IS orahip at Harvard without
knoving to what extent and, abaYe all, for how ~, I ....,. be capable of 11
up to ita uceptional reaponlSibilltiea.~iiilnow,at sixty-five, I aa Dot too
aure of ay abilit,. to do aOJ and as to the futu , I fear that the very generoait,.
of the proTiaiOD according to which Univenit,. rofeasora are not retir until
t e age of aeventy or even aeventy-two would keep _ conatant~ Ullea.,. about th
dllire8 of rq usefulneas. It is prec1a~ the ence of th Be pOBitions which
adda an el_nt of diffidence to that of loyalt,. to t Ill8titute and to that of
reluctsnce to llAke a oomplete break with the past.

ere it Dot for theBe three factora, the attraction of H&l'Yard would be
irrea1atible. We are both ve tond of Hanard and look back upon our vuit
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- 2 -

in 1947-46 with a feeling c4 gratitude akin to nostalcia. Should I liTe 10lli
enoucb and be able to vor and teach after rq r tir t. I should like nothing
better--i! I aq take the liberty of 883ina: tbill--tban an opportunity of return­
inc to Clllllbridge for a tena or tvo as an ordinary Visiting Lecturer.

for the time being. dear President Pusey. let .. express to you once lIore
rq real gratitude not only far a s eetion ex officio which I consider as the
greatest honor ever conferred upon e and lIhich I found exceedingly bard not to
accept but aleo for your persellal kindness. generosity and patience.

Very
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January 2, 19~

Dr. Robert Oppenhe r
Institute for dvanc Study

Dear bert,

A dlliY or ao aft your departure Hr. Leid sdor! very kindly called tl8

up to tell that, even th ~h the cutive COIIIIIlittee would not meet until
later, he could assure me of the fact that I could count on that raise of :rrt
penllioo 'ch you had pro sed in your C1l'1indUIII and that I could, therefore,
giTe rq anl3V8l" to i t ey witho t delay. 11 n a day or ao later the
nev, a rooallical as t f:lgur s of property valUlls in Princeton Township

re hlillbed ( res ch 1II1gh fore a rise in pr~rty ta:ms so co -
si hI th t CIll8 of the inc tiTes for stAying hare, _ly, to retain our
little h e, would be fruIItrated.), I phoned Mr. ideo;dor! a ain, and he v ry
kindly 88S I':!e that he would look into the Bimation and that, if at the
tim of wq retir nt the taxes should indeed hav gone up considerably, sui
able adjustment would be.. . Since I have full confidence in th good faith
of Mr. Leidesdar! and th &ood nll of the trustees in eneral, and since I
COOllidered it poli to ans r Presid nt Pusey (w 0, af'ter all, has be n ex-
tremely nice to 1118) all aoon as possible, I ve n written him a tar a copy
of which I enclose. As you ldll aee, I tried to l.ate the reasona far Iff1 r
1'uaal as honeatly as 1 could. in Ie Il official lan e, they are, in tact,
one-third lo;ralty, one-third inertia, and oee-third plain funk.

In the hope that I have IIBde th righi. decision, I wish to thank you,
dear Robert, very lIIUch for your am attitude in this a en rgeney
and conclude with our most cordial wiahea for a good lIev Year after what we
bath hope ia an enjoyable and refre . vacation.

Yours as ever,

Erw:in' PlIIlofsky

EPndk
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THE I STITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY

PRINCETON, NEW JERSEY

r

Dec.ber 18, 19;6

Pr..1dent lathan It. Pulley
Harvard UnberBit;r
C bridge 38. ltaseaclmsettll

Dear P sidet Puaeyl

What Tau. told .. laat It 0 un ot.ed and. if I
~ s"7 ao. so cmtl'llbalJling, took a. t1llle to
caver a certain UIOUl1t 0 just when I wu about
to expreas J&7 gratitud 8 receiTed Tour ver:r Id.nd
note ot Deo er 14. mit • ,th , to tbank Tou, and Tour
facultT. oooe IIOre, t oosid .. tor a position the ver:r
d1atinct1oa ot 1 temper elation with app1'8bllll-
Bion. At an and atter 110 than t1f8lltT ,.1l&l'II
ot peacatul the Inatitu tor A vane Stili,. I
find Jl,7WeU a aituation wuoh I should never
haTe n:pectlld I _ particularlT grate 1 to you
tor Tour k1ndn deratand1 in pe tt1ng .. to think
over th1II a1tuat1em at leisure. For the tiM being I can re­
peat CII11J' bo deeplT I ~prec1ate both the honor whicb Tour
su&&e.t101l oemtere upon and the respons1bilities which it
1nvolves. Iou -.q be sure that, u aoon .. ., thoughts are
clear, I shall not taU to C' JD1cate with .,ou lIltbout delay.

W1tb rq best w1ahea tor Cbrlstmaa and the .. lear. believe
.e, dear President Pusey,

Erwin Panofak;y
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THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY

PRINCETON, NEW JERSEY

OFnCE OF THE DIRECTOR 17 December 1956

Memorandum to the Trustees of the Institute for Advanced Study:

This memorandum concerns two historians of art: Professor Millard
Meiss of Harvard, who is unanimously recommended by the Faculty of the
Institute for a professorship in the School of Historical Studies, and
Professor Erwin Panofsky of the Institute, whose active professorship is
scheduled, according to our rules for retirement, to terminate in 1960,
when he will have reached his 68th birthday. Formally, the two matters
are quite distinct; substantively, they are related.

1. The origin of the consideration of Professor Meiss for an
appointment on our Faculty is described in the following minute from the
meeting of the School of Historical Studies of November 12th, 1956:

"In view of Professor Panofsky' s retirement in the compara­
tively near future, the Director made a statement regarding
the problem of continuity: I In connection with the work of
the FaCulty-Trustee Committee, we had occasion to notice how
often in the past work in the School of Humanistic Studies
and in the School of Economics and Politics had been initiated
and then terminated. We know that we cannot in all instances
continue even the most successful work; but we have come to
the conclusion that we should try. I was thus led to speak to
Professor Panofsky about the possibility of finding a successor
who would in some sense continue the tradition established by
him and who was also in every way a proper candidate for a
professorship here. It was ~ hope that this appointment could
be made before Professor Panofsky' s retirement. In general I
think this a wise policy. Professor Panofsky suggested three
possible candidates, all of whom seemed excellent. The first
on his list has indicated a willingness to receive our invi­
tation. I

"Professor Panofsky then gave a brief recapitulation of his
views on Professor Millard Meiss of Harvard University.
Thereupon Professor Kantorowicz moved that the School recom­
mend Professor Meiss to the Faculty as a professor in the
School of Historical Studies. This motion, seconded by
Professor Cherniss, was unanimously approved."
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Prior to this meeting, there had been discussions not only between Pro­
fessor Panofsky and me, but with all members of the School.

The School presented the nomination, together with the documenta­
tion appended to this nemorandum, to a meeting of the Faculty of the
Institute on November 29th. The relevant minute of that meeting follows:

"The Director stressed the importance of continuity in
branches of knowledge which had been developed by the
School of Historical Studies, mentioning in mis connec­
tion that Professor Panofsky was to retire three years
from now. Thereupon the School of Historical Studies
placed the name of Millard Meiss in nomination. Professor
110ntgomery suggested that the same procedure be followed
in the School of Mathematics. The Director pointed out
that the danger of a discipline disappearing from the
Institute did not exist in mathematics or physics to the
same extent as it did in the School of Historical Studies.
After a brief discussion of analogies and differences in
the two Schools, Professor Kantorowicz presented the
report on Millard Meiss. According to custom this report,
before approval by the Faculty, lies over for at least two
weeks. Professor Chemiss recalled that the name of
Professor Meiss had figured prominently on the list of
possible appointments drafted by the School of Historical
Studies in 1953, actually at a time when Professor Meiss
had not yet accepted the appointment to Harvard. Pro­
fessor Cherniss emphasized that the School of Historical
Studies in nominating Professor Meiss had not made up
its mind rapidly. At the suggestion of Professor Pais,
Professor Panofsky briefly recapitulated the qualities
of Professor Meiss."

On December 14th the Faculty convened again, and unanimously approved
the recommendation of Professor Meiss. This question is therefore now
before the Trustees. The Chairman of the Board has indicated his
willingness to see this acted on by letter ballot. As a practical
matter, however, it is so closely related to a consideration of Professor
Panofsky' s situation that it could well be considered along with that
situation at a meeting of the Executive Committee which we are trying to
call in January.

2. Immediately after the Faculty meeting of December 14th,
Professor Panofsky called on me. Within the last few days, he had had a
long talk with President Pusey of Harvard. President Pusey had invited
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him to accept one of the few Universi~ Professorships at Harvard, asking
him to take up the appointment next year, and urging him to respond to
the invitation before the end of January. The Professorship, like ours,
pays a salary of $18,000 a year; unlike ours, it tenninates not at the
ago of 68 but at the age of 72.

On retirement from the Institute Faculty, Professor Panofsky
would receive a pension, based on his and our contributions to T.I.A.A.,
of just about $6,ooo-the minimum pension voted by the Institute Trustees
for its professors. He will also receive Social Security benefits which,
if his wife survives, aggregate $1,953 a year, but would be available to
him only in those years in which he failed to earn income in excess of
$1,200.

Professor Panofsky indicated to me that on grounds of loyalty to
the Institute, and in the interests of his own work and well being, he
would much prefer to remain at the Institute, and not to accept the
Har:vard invi tation. On purely mercenary grounds, he found this involved
a great sacrifice--something like $12,000 a year for four years. He asked
whether the Institute could take steps in part to make this up to him,
should he stay. He indicated that in the absence of such measures, merce­
nary considerations would probably lead him to leave. He also indicated
that, in his view, were he to go to Harvard, Meiss would probably elect to
stay there. He said that if he could look forward to a pension of $10,000
a year he would certainly stay at the Institute. I undertook to lay this
matter before the Trustees, and to let Professor Panofsky know the outcome
when they had reached a decision.

3. It seems to me that the Meiss-Panofsky gambit raises questions
of some gravity. If we lose Meiss and Panofsky to Harvard it will be a
real blow to the work of the Institute in one of the fields in which we
have done most to promote high scholarship. I do not mean that it would
be impossible to attract a suitable professor--there are certainly one or
two candidates--but the prospects of success are far from sure. It would
also, I think, be a blow to the Institute to lose one of its great scholars
to another institution; and in academic circles it would clearly indicate
the inadequacy of the provision that we make for our retiring professors.
The provision does seem to me inadequate. For a man accustomed to living
on a salary of $18,000 a year, $6,000 a year is an inadequate pension. I
believe the figures which are regarded as acceptable lie between sixt,y and
seventy percent. $10,000 as a pension, supplemented either by a man's
earnings or by Social Security benefits, would seem to me an acceptable
minimum.
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The Trustees may not wish to adopt a uniform and binding policy in
these matters. In fact, in the case of men coming to us very late in
their careers, we cannot and do not assume any such responsibilities. In
the case of men coming relatively early, the pensions accumulated through
contributions to T.I.!.!. are adequate. Professor Panofsky's sitllation is
intermediate. But it seems to me that the urgent predicament in which we
now find ourselves indicates a broader decision than in the case of
Panofsky alone.

Robert Oppenheimer

attachments
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THE PIERPOl?r MORGAN LIBRARY

36 East Thirty-sixth street

New York 16, N. Y.

December 12, 1956

Dr. Erwin Panofsky
The Institute for Advanced study
Princeton, New Jersey

Dear Pan:

I am sorry to have been so slow in replying to your letter
of November 13 about Y.i..llard Meiss. To be quite frank with you,
everytime I thil".k of the possibility of your retiring fran the
Institute for Advanced Study, I go into a fit of depression, and
I have very little enthusiasm for giving thought to your successor.

However, since sUCCessor there must be eventually, I cannot
think of anybody in this country better qualified in all respects
for the post than Millard Meiss. He and his wife would both make
most desirable additions to the faculty community and to Princeton
as a whole and I think this is an important consideration when a
permanent appointment is under consideration. Secondly, Professor
}!eiss's achievements as an art historian already place him in the
front rank in this country and he has many years ahead of him in
which to bring to fruition projects on which he is already well
embarked. There can be no question that, in his field, he will
bring the greatest credit to the Institute and his judgment with
respect to the qualifications of visiting scholars will be one
that can be fully relied upon.

Very sincerely yours,

IS/F. B. Adams Jr.
F. B. Adams, Jr.
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YALE UNIVERSITY
Department of the History of Art

New Haven, Connecticut

Dec. 5, 1956

Dear Pan:

Please pardon the delay in answering your letter of Novem­
ber 13. In spite of football games, Thanksgiving, etc. I have
had to keep to my schedule which is very heavy at this time of
the year. It seems to be the Medieval section of our survey
course and it has kept me busy.

I am, of course, delighted and should say complimented to
be asked to write about Millard Meiss's qualifications. I pre­
sume that his academic record is "ell known to your faculty and
I shall, therefore, not go into these details. I have known
Millard for more than fifteen years and have the highest regard
and affection for him. Although I have never been associated with
him directly in a scholarly project, I have served on numerous
committees with him. His mind is always keen, alert and quick to
seize the significant features of a problem, and his final judg­
ment is always equally weighed and tested against all available
evidence. These same qualities mark his scholarship as is amply
demonstrated by his pUblications. Certainly among American
scholars he enjoys an outstanding position, and this is true
abroad as well as in this country, although I believe that his
impatience with careless and inept publishers may have created
some tension now and then. It would seem somewhat futile to ring
further changes on this same theme. It is obvious that I have the
highest opinion of Millard as a scholar and as a person, and if it
were at all possible to find someone to succeed Pan, then he cer­
tainly is the ideal person.

With my very best wishes and I do hope we may see you before
too long.

Sincerely yours,

/s/ Sumner McK. Crosby

Mr. Erwin Panofsky
Institute for Advanced Study
Princeton, N. J.
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MILLARD MEISS

During the existence of the School of Historical Studies it has hap­

pened several times that after the "demise" (death or retirement) of a

professor the branch of knowledge represented by him has been discontinued.

Those occurrences were not the result of deliberate policy on the part of

the School. A discipline went out of existence because no suitable successor

was immediately available, or the tradition was interrupted because the re­

maining members of the School, lacking the counsel of the qualified repre­

sentative of that field, found it difficult to come to a decision.

At the present time, there is general agreement among the members of

the School of Historical Studies that the discipline of History of Art

should not succumb to a similar fate. On the contrary, art history, owing

to the great number of points of contact with practically all other branches

of knowledge represented in the School of Historical Studies, should be con­

tinued under all circumstances after the retirement of the present incumbent

of that professorship.

The Director, therefore, suggested to Professor Erwin Panofsky, who

will reach the age of retirement in three years, that he himself compose a

list of names of scholars suitable to replace him. Three names were men­

tioned--primo loco that of Professor MILLARD MEISS, of Harvard University,

whom the School of Historical Studies herewith nominates for a professorship.

Professor Millard Meiss is not a stranger to the Institute; he was a

member during the academic year of 1939-40. Born in Cincinnati in 1904, he

,,'Orked for two years in an architect I s studio before starting his studies

at Princeton University from which he graduated in 1928. His graduate work
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in the history of art was carried through at Harvard and later at New York

University where he took his Ph.D. in 1933. From 1934 to 1954 he taught

at Columbia University, where starting as an instructor he was duly promoted

to the rank of full professor and elected a member of the American Academy

of Arts and Sciences.

In 1953, he was simultaneously called to New York University and Harvard

University. Harvard offered him a professorship wi"h the understanding that

his activities would be devoted to advanced instruction as well as to the

supervision of the Department of Paintings of the Fogg Museum, and that he

would be free to take a leave of absence for travel and research in every

second semester. This is the position he accepted and now holds. He is

married and has two children (a son and a daughter) both of whom hold

doctor's degrees in medicine, his wife being a Ph.D. in psychology.

The principal academic teacher of Millard Meiss was Richard Offner, at

New York University, of whom it has been said that "he developed connois­

seurship in the field of Italian primitives into the closest possible

approximation to an exact science." With him Millard Meiss shares that un­

failing perceptiveness for style and quality which is the prerequisite of

connoisseurship: it can be cultivated, but not acquired. Unlike his teacher,

however, Dr. Meiss did not restrict his interests to Italy; throughout his

career he devoted equal attention to the history of French, Spanish, and

Early Netherlandish art (see the bibliography). His forthcoming book on

French book-illumination will be the first comprehensive survey of a problem

which, by its very nature, would be accessible only to a scholar whose hori­

zon is not limited by the Alps: the problem of the interaction between

Italian and Northern art in the 14th and 15th centuries. Nor does Millard

Meiss consider connoisseurship--that is, the stUdy of works of art with regard
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to author, provenance, date, condition, and quality--as an end in itself. A

historian and linguist as well as a critic, he is accustomed to interpreting

works of art as documents of civilization in addition to attributing, analyzing,

or even discovering them. His book Painting in Florence and Siena after the

Black Death (Princeton University Press, 1951), for which the Mediaeval Academy

of America awarded him the Haskins Medal in 1951, is one of the few successful

attempts at establishing a tangible and demonstrable connection between a

change of style (previously dismissed as a mere "decline") and antecedent

developments in social, economic, literary, and religious life.

All the writings of Millard Meiss are characterized by a rare combina­

tion of precision and imaginativeness, reflected in an unusually concise yet

vivid manner of presentation. One case may be singled out for the sake of

illustrating his method. During the war years he had concluded--by skilfully

co-ordinating stylistic, iconographic, and documentary evidence--that three

hitherto unrelated pictures by the great Early Renaissance painter Piero

della Francesca had originally formed part of a dismembered polyptych two

panels of which were missing. As a result of this hypothesis, Millard Meiss

predicted (a) that one of the panels preserved (in the National Gallery at

London, but inaccessible at that time) would show, if X-rayed and cleaned,

a segment of architecture, foreshortened at a certain angle, where only an

indistinct surface was visible in the photograph; and (b) that one of the

two missing panels, if rediscovered, would measure 53 1/2 x 23 inches, that

its top would be semicircular in shape, and that it would show a portrait of

St. Augustine in full length. Within a few years, the foreshortened segment

of architecture in the London panel was made visible, and a portrait of st.

Augustine exactly answering to the specifications of Dr. Meiss was found in

a private collection in Portugal where it had been hidden, unrecognized, for

many years.
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In the report of the Faculty-Trustee Study Committee it was pointed

out (p.8) that the history of European art maintains in some respects a

central position similar to, though on a much smaller scale, Greek archae­

ology. Professor Millard Meiss, who happily combines Americanism .lith

international reputation, would be eminently suitable to continue ,hat in

a modest sense might be called a "school" of art history; for he, too,

would attract both American and foreign students of art and encourage them

to seek membership at the Institute. It is true, his unassuming nature

and his devotion to stUdy have prevented him from seeking the limelight;

but he has never refused to shoulder any professional task, however ardu-

ous, imposed upon him by the confidence of his colleagues or by his own

scholarly conscience. After the war he served as chairman of the American

Committee on the Restoration of Italian Monuments. He still is one of the

United States representatives on the Comite International Permanent d'Histoire

de l'Art. He very nearly sacrificed three years of his life (1940-1942)

as editor-in-chief of the Art Bulletin, which at t he time had reached an

almost hopeless crisis and which was developed during his incumbency into

the leading art-historical periodical in the world. While one could name

several art historians and art critics more widely known to the general pub­

lic, it would be hard to find one more deeply respected by the community of

scholars at home and abroad. There is, in fact, about Millard Meiss' life

and character the same fundamental rightness which is reflected in his

scholarly work. Combining courage and rectitude with poise and kindness,

he is what the French seventeenth century would have called an honnete homme.
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The procedure of the School of Historical Studies in nominating Dr. Meiss

at this juncture may require a connnent. Customarily, it is true, the motto

La mort saisit le vif would be valid also for professorial appointments,

whereas in this case the idea would prevail that "the quick seizes the quick."

Since Professor Panofsky has another three years to go, the new appointment

would result in a temporary overlap of t>lO representatives in the same field.

Far from being harmful, this overlap would secure the continuity of tradition

most effectively, not to mention the fact that the >lorking together of two

scholars in the same field would be a stimulus for both. There is another

reason, however, for prompt action. At present there is a good chance

that Professor Meiss will accept our invitation, whereas the same might not

be true a year or two from now. It is connnonly known that Dr. Bernard Berenson,

in Florence, intends to bequeath his Florentine estate, Villa I Tatti, to

Harvard University. In the event of such a bequest it will almost certainly

fall to Professor Meiss to preside over this new acquisition of Harvard Uni­

versity. If Professor Meiss should once have established himself in Florence,

the chances of luring him back to Princeton soon would surely be diminished.

For this additional reason the School of Historical Studies feels that this

is the proper time to appoint Professor Millard Meiss to a professorship in

the Institute.
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Principal Publications of Professor Millard Meiss

1. "Ugolino Lorenzetti," Art Bulletin, lin, 1931, pp. 376-397.

2. "The Problem of Francesco Traini," ibidem, XV, 1933, pp. 97-173.

3. "The Madonna of Humility," ibidem, XVIII, 1935, pp. 435-464.

4. "Un dessin du Maitre des Grandes Heures de Rohan," Gazette des Beaux-Arts,
ser. 6, XIII, 1935, pp. 65-75.

5. "The Earliest Work of Giovanni di Paolo," Art in America, XXIV, 1936,
pp. 136-143.

6. "A Dugento Altarpiece in Antwerp," Burlington Magazine, LIn, 1937,
pp. 14-25.

6a. "Fresques italiennes •••a Beziers," Gazette des BeaUX-Arts, ser. 6, XVIII,
1937, pp. 275-286.

7. "Italian Style in Catalonia and a Fourteenth-Century Italian Workshop,"
Walters Art Journal, IV, 1941, pp. 45-87.

8. "A Documented Altarpiece by Piero della Francesca," Art Bulletin, XXIII,
1941, pp. 53-68.

9. "Light as Form and Symbol in Some Fifteenth-Century Paintings," ibidem,
XXVII, 1945, pp. 175-181.

10. "Bartolormneo Bolgarini, altrimenti detto 'Ugolino Lorenzetti, '" Rivista
d 1Arte, XVII, 1946, pp. 113-136.

11. "Italian Primitives at KonopisUi," Art Bulletin, XXVIII, 1946, pp. 1-16.

12. Painting in Florence and Siena after the Black Death, Princeton, 1951.

13. "Nicholas Albergati and the Chronology of Jan van Eyck 1s Portraits,"
Burlington Magazine, XCIV, 1952, pp. 137-146.

14. "London's New Masaccio," Art News, L, 1952, pp. 23-26.

15. "Ovum struthionis, Symbol and Allusion in Piero della Francesca's Monforte
Altarpiece," Studies in Art and Literature for Belle da Costa Greene,
Princeton, 1954, pp. 90-101.

16. "The Exhibition of French Manuscripts of the XIII-XVI Centuries at the
Bibliotheque Nationale, II Art Bulletin, XXXVIII, 1956, pp. 187-196.

In Print: A book to be entitled Studies in Quattrocento Painting (Mantegna, etc.)

Ready for publication: A book to be entitled Studies in French Illumination
(chiefly concerned with the critical period around 1400, viz., the activities
of such precursors of modern painting as Jacquemart de Hesdin, the Limbourg
brothers, the Maitre des Heures du Marechal de Boucicaut).
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NE10l YORK UNIVERSITY
Institute of Fine Arts

17 East 80th Street
New York 21, N.Y.

November 26, 1956

Professor Erwin Panofsky
The Institute for Advanced Study
Princeton, New Jersey

Dear Pan:

I am impressed with the wisdom of your decision to recommend
Millard Meiss of Harvard University for a Professorship at The Insti­
tute for Advanced Study and very glad of the opportunity you give me
to write about him.

It has been clear, I believe, for some time that Millard Meiss
is the outstanding American art historian of his generation. Nor can
I think of anyone better abroad. This is so for several reasons.

Professor Meiss combines in himself the ~rincipal kinds of study
of the history of art, not normally united in one person, and he excels
in each. Art history could not be written without the findings of con­
noisseurship. Professor Meiss is, first of all, a distinguished
connoisseur of unusual perception and exactness, with a record in the
publication of new attributions that time is proving astonishingly
flawless. At the same time, the study of the subject matter of art,
as developed especially by Aby Warburg and his circle, finds in him a
distinguished exponent of great learning and skill. But he is more,
as his ground-breaking book Painting in Florence and Siena after the
Black Death shows: a penetrating critic of works of art, responsive
in a most creative way to their content, and a highly original but
scrupulous historian of major art-historical developments and their
relation to other aspects of history. This book has, in fact, pro­
vided a model of sound method for the study of art as an expression
of society and culture, for which accurate techniques are sorely needed.
It is the great virtue of Professor Meiss, finally, that, far from
specialising in the art of only one country, he directs his special
attention to the history of art in Late Medieval and Renaissance Europe
as a whole, with nearly equal emphasis on Italy, the Netherlands, and
France. The advantage he derives from thus bridging the Europe of so
crucial an era gives an unusual authority to all his writing, however
minute or sweeping the study that may engage him.

Besides his qualifications as a creative scholar, Professor Meiss
has the respect of his colleagues in his profession as a man of wisdom,
and he is, therefore, high in its councils, both as an officer of The
College Art Association of America and a member of the International
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Professor Panofsky (continued)
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November 26, 1956

Committee on the History of Art. His is always the thoughtful, measured,
yet imaginative counsel. As a professor at The Institute for Advanced
Study, he could be counted upon to exercise the influence that goes
with the position with rare conscientiousness and judgment in the best
interests of scholarship in our field.

I hope very much Professor Meiss will be appointed. He would be
a credit to your great center of learning and valued, I might add, as
a delightful and stimulating person in the scholarly community. I am
certain his would be an appointment applauded and welcomed on every
hand.

Let me say, however, that all of us will regret beyond measure
the corollary of a new appointment, namely, your retirement. It is
difficult even to think of it.

With my best wishes,

Sincerely yours,

/s/ Craig Hugh Smyth
Director

CFIS :es
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CARL NORDENFALK
Curator
Nationalmuseum
Stockholm

Dear Pan,

Professor E. Panofsky
The Institute for Advanced Study
Princeton, N. J.

19.XI.1956

Your request that I should state my op~~on as to Millard Meiss'
qualifications to become your successor puts me in front of a flattering
task which I will do my best to answer immediately.

Your question really implies the problem who among the younger art
historians of our days would be the best of all - and you know, as well
as anybody that there is no absolute scale of values in existence to be
applied in this case. But I am sure that if there were, Meiss would
come very high on the list and probably top it.

In order to support this statement one has only to mention Meiss'
main work (so far) "Painting in Florence and Siena after the Black Death,"
with its happy combination of social and art historical points of view.
It is a standard work in every respect. And yet the reputation of Meiss
rests to no less degree on a series of articles on Italian and French
painting of the XIV and rv centuries which have appeared in different
periodicals like the Art Bulletin, the Burlington Magazine, Gazette des
Beaux-Arts and others.

They have some very specific qualities in common. They are positive,
founded on facts, as is - or should be - any report of a commission, yet
they are at the same time exciting in the same way as a good detective
story. They introduce new material of real importance, and they always
bring solution to essential problems. Our present knowledge of great
masters like Duccio, Simone Martini, Piero della Francesca to mention
only these, is for ever tied up with his happy discoveries. He has been
able to do them because he has at the same time the sharp eye of a con­
noisseur and the acute mind of a scientist.

All these qualities have recently been brilliantly displayed by Meiss
in his fundamental reviews of two remarkable exhibitions in Paris - on
Italian primitives in La Revue des Arts and on French Gothic illumination
in the Art Bulletin.

May I conclude by saying that if Meiss is appointed your successor it
will be a honor and a privilege for him, but also a splendid choice from
the side of the Institute.

If you want to make use of this letter - however superfluous this may
seem - I will, of course, only be delighted.

With kindest regards,
Yours as always,

/s/ Carl Nordenfalk
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THE FRICK COLLECTION
1 Fast 70th Street, New York 21, New York

November 16, 1956

Dr.Erwin Panofsky
School of Historical Studies
The Institute for Advanced Study
Princeton, New Jersey

Dear Pan:

I am pleased to have the opportunity to express my opinion regard­
ing the proposed recommendation that Millard Meiss be appointed to a pro­
fessorship in the School of Historical Studies of The Institute for Advanced
Study. First of all, let me say that I would recommend his appointment to
this position whole-heartedly, and without qualifications.

I have known Millard Meiss as a professional colleague for more
than fifteen years. His accomplished record as a scholar, shown by a
notable series of publications, clearly indicates that he possesses in a
high degree those qualities of analytical judgment and artistic perception
that are required by this position. He has the ability to discern impor­
tant problems, and the literary capacity to present his ideas effectively.
In addition to building an eminent record as a teacher at Columbia and
Harvard Universities, he has ably participated in the activities of various
national and international art organizations, so that he is keenly aware of
the practical issues which confront our profession.

From my own observations, and from the remarks made by Dr. Oppenheimer
in a recent article, I understand that one of the problems which has to be faced
by all members of The Institute for Advanced Study is that the very freedom
from normal academic duties, which makes these positions desirable, can also
become a danger, even for a mature scholar. In my opinion, Millard Meiss has
clearly shown that he possesses those qualities of discipline and self-control
that would avoid any difficulties in this direction.

I believe that appointing Millsrd Meiss to this position in The
Institute for Advanced Study would result in a continuing and productive en­
richment of art historical scholarship, fully in keeping with the high
tradition which it now enjoys.

With best personal regards.

Sincerely,

/s/ Franklin Biebel

FMB/b
Franklin M. Biebel
Director
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PRINCETON UNIVERSITY
Princeton, New Jersey

Department of Art and Archaeology

Professor Erwin Panofsky
The Institute for Advanced Study
Princeton, N. J.

Dear Pan:

November 15, 1956

I am delighted to hear t hat the Institute is thinking
seriously of inviting Millard Meiss to become a professor
in the School of Historical Studies, and I give the idea ~
full and most enthusiastic support. So, I may say proleptical- .
ly, would every member of ~ department if they knew, as I do,
what may be the shape of things to come.

Millard, a scholar of international reputation, is the
foremost authority in this country, if not in the world, on
late mediaeval and early renaissance painting in Italy, and
he is likewise a powerful scholar in the field of the northern
renaissance. His coming to Princeton would be a most valuable
complement to the work of ~ department, which has no repre­
sentative in the fields in which Millard is strong. Millard
is, furthermore, a man of great culture and wisdom, whose
opinion and advice in the councils of our discipline are often
sought and always respected. And he is a gentleman in the best
sense of the word.

On every count, it seems to me, the Institute could not
make a finer choice or one better calculated to redound to the
fame of its historical studies. If a vote were taken by serious
historians of art in this country as to who is the best candi­
date for the position at the Institute, I am certain that the
lot would fall on Millard.

Yours faithfully,

/s/ Rensselaer W. Lee
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THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED TUDY

PRll'fC£TON. NEW JERSEY

January 20, 1956

Mrs. Wilder Hobson
Institute for Advan~e Study

Dear s. Hobson:

'!he Director kindly authorized an ap­
propriation from the Publications Fund for
the purpose of providing the illustrations
for an article of mine scheduled for publi­
cation in Isis, which normally does not carry
illustrations:- '!he plates have nor;- been
ma e, and I am enclosing the bill of the
Folsom Engraving Company with the request
to arrange for payment. I have seen the
proofs of the plates and found them very
satisfactory•

ith ~ best thanks,

Very sincerely yours,

&.~ ~~-. 7- J •

Erwin Panofsky

EP:wfk

Encl.
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January 20. 1956

Mrs. ilder Hobson
Institute for Advanced tudy

Deer XI' • HobBon:

'the Director kindly a"thorized CI a....
propriation from th PubUcations Fu:1d for
the purpose of on' the illustrations
for an article of e sc dtiled for publi-
cation in Isis. ch no lj do~ not carry
illustrations:- 'the plates have n been
made. and I a:n enclosing the bill of t.'1e
Folsom Engraving Company Wi t.h the request
to llITllI1ge for p t. have can the
proofs of the plates and to th very
satisfactory.

i th Ilf" best thanks.

ery sincer 1;r ,.

............. PanofBk;y

Encl.

•
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FOLS OM ENGRAVING COMPANY

Piloto - Gngraver4
212 SUMMER STREET, BOSTON, MASSACHUSETTS.

Sold to

Telephone HAncock 6-5390

,
Date
Salesman
Your Order No.
Our Order No.
J\ET -.'0 Cash DfTOUlll"

2
1

}
t

at ee

)
1 •

• COLOR PROCESS PLATES . HALF TO~E AND LINE PLATES • OFFSET NEGATIVES • PHOTOGRAPHY . PHOTO·RETOUC1lL\,C .
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Professor Panofsq-:

We have DO supplies of photographs
or "printed background material".

Before writing this to Mr. Sitomer,
I thought that I should check with you.
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ERWlll PANOFSKY

Bducation Joach1 ...thalsches QyJKlasillll. Berlin. 1901-10; student univs.

of Freiburg. Berlin. Munich. 1910-14; Ph.D•• Univ. of Freiburg. 191.4.

Honors Ph.D•• Utrecht Univ •• 1936; Litt.D•• Princeton Universit;y.

AlIIerica; _her AlDerican Fbilosophical SocieV; aeDIber AIIIerlcan lcadMIT

I

1947; LUC.D•• Oberlin College. 1950; Ph.D•• Uppsala Universit;y. 1953; .L
L,·II:f).~ 8a.r<L Cc>II£'f'C,'~j v.Avls

LittloJl •• Rutgers Universit;y. 1954yCorr. fellow. Kediaeval Acadl3lD1" of ff",r~",
U ... ,,:>

'1 s 7-
of Arts and Sciences; honorar;y fellow. the Pierpont )(organ Librar;y;

foreign .aher. Koninklijke Nederlandse ,llcadem.e van Weten8chappen;

corr. fellow. Kaatschappij voor '!III!- en Letterkunde. Leiden; corr.
A

fellow. Ro;yal British lcadell\1. ffo",. '"~.,-. pt., &-t... ~,,,~-

Career "Privatdozent." University of Hamburg. 1921-1926; professor

of the histor;y of art. University of Hamburg. 192{-1933; visiting professor

of fine arts. New York UniverlliV. 1931-1935; visiting lecturer. Princeton

Universit;y. 1934-1935; pro.fessor. InlItitute for Advmced StudT. since

1935.

Kar;y Flexner Lecturer. Br;yn )(awr College. 1937; Norman

Wait Harris Lecturer. Northwestern UniversiV. 1936; Pag_Barbour Lec­

turer. Universit;y of Virginia. 1942; Charles Eliot Norton Professor of

Poetr;y. Harvard University. 1947-1946; OotteSlllan Lecturer, Uppeala Uni­

versi ty. 1952J charge de conferences. Brus sels Art SllIlIl.nar (Bs1gian

.-rican Educational Foundation). 1953.
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'PANOFSKY, ERWIN

V Fellow of American Acadell\Y of Arts and Sciences, Boston, Ilass., academic year 1947-48.

V Charles Eliot Norton Professor of Poetry at Harvard University, academic ;year 1947-48.

v Honorary Fellow of the Morgan Library in New York, April 1950.

v Received honorary degree of Doctor of Letters at Oberlinf College, Oberlin, Ohio,
June, 12, 1950.

II .,
B~ ~1 IrS'·
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THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY

PRINCETON, NEW JERSEY

Dece er 22, 1955

tor whic I II ra­
a t <fa,.. a 0 and

I exceecltn 1,. lIorT'f
1nlr1t&t1on to rft as :hita tasaor

to ,., the pro~pect ot bain a
pUn.

&nJ' thanks tor J'Our very Idnd letter ot
parad by Dr. Y:ln lanekenna an who a l~,ta.,.
yas an ered latel,.. As ha IIIa7,
that I IIhould not be able to accept
in the apr ot 1956 nan thou!'h, n
gu st ot Chicago niversit,. is ra

Prolassor Ludwig Bachhoter
Depart.lllent ot Art
Tha ni'ftrsit,. ot Chica :J

Chica '0 31, Illinois

Dear tassor chhotert

All I wrota to Dr. von Blanck n ~ n, t davote whateTar enargy I have to
contriTi a little book whi owa Uppsala f1niversity tor no less than
three ,.earll and 8hall~e Aucq if I ana e to tlnieh thh rather
tedious tallk: by tha ot -year. In addlti n, as I also explained to
Dr. TO Blanckanbsg I teaf1.hat I am not entltl to ask The Institute
For AdTancad tudy a prof-opued leave or bse. ce as Ion as I a", an active
_Ilbar thereot. The tiJ;tita inTitas di tin¢ ad schobrs active at other
institutions ot learn ..-PlU'ticularl,. in ope, to 8pend either a te or
a whole ,.a r at I'rincaton. Thesa inTitaUons are illllued well in adTaDce,
especial.l,. in the calla ot EuropeSD chol rs who Te t') «e their arran e-
.nt lUlIJ' IIOnths ah.ad. The e temporary ers natural.ly 8XU8Ct the
presence ot tho II permanent member ot the Ill9titute with who hey willh to
disc"-.. probl ot 00 n interest and, in Jq particular case, several lIuch
inTitations haft been i ..ued tor tha acad~c y..r 1956-51. As you undoubtedly
know, tha lnlltitute iJIpcses tn obllptions upon its penunent.. erlll but
one at thase 111 that ot being a....ilable to Tisitors workin in thll sa a or
adjacent fieldll; and another that ot participatin in r.e I l' _tin s, c

ttae .stingll am tha like where, ftn tha -n n er of tl8 nent
_lIbers, the attendance at nery iDdiTiclual is mora de irable than is the
case with larcar instituti s.

I need not rapeat that, since I IIUll Uke to teach, I ra 111' orry to
mIlS so attractift an h:morable an opportunity a that I am t grateful
tor haTing be considered tor tha te te or hi

ith Jq reDaved thanks am Jq best personal wishes, I lilli,

ost lIincerely ,.ours,

F:P/ec
Ervin Panotsky
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Dec ber 13, lJS5

I do appreciate, Deedless
a siting professor of

er wi th great a£fection
BIll a£raid that I WIt fore-

PRINCETON, NEW JE.R.SEY

THE I STITUTE FOR ADV A CED STUDY

Many thanks fo':' your kind letter of Decp r 9.
to slY, the hono of having been invited tJ.. erve as
}ililosoplv at the nil' rsity of Virginia,/1ltUc I re
fro. 0 previoWl sits; but to '61T sincere regret I
go the pleasure 0 accepting this invitation.

J
One reason i. that.-:-in spit very kind assurances-I do not f el

qualified to bear the title of a Itprores or- of pbilosoplv" even in 1lUlS. I
consider II\1self !II a re historian of ;and, 1ltUle every art historian attempts
to consider the iiirl &nC ot i us-rel ous, philoso}ilic or scientific-upon
artistic activi~, he is 81j17 t nt to otter course" or s nars in which,
in the very nature of , the accent would have to be reversed, so that his
prillary lII&terial would s e to illustrate ide instead of ideas servi~ to
interpret his primary te al.

Dear

BIll 8. eedon, Chairman
Corcoran De tment of Philosophy
University of iriP-nia
CharlottesviH , ViriP-nia

Even .are aport t, owel'er, is another consideration. The Insti tute for
Advanced StudT operatjls in such a IIl&IU'lIlr that eve year distinguished scholars
active at other ins tution of 18 ning, particularl¥ in Europe, are invited
to spend either a te or a whole:rear t Princeton. These invitations are issued
well in adYance, e peciall7 in the ca ot opean schol s. '!hey have to obtain
leaves of absence d passport and otten have to provide for substitute, and
they naturally expect. presence of 0 e 1'8 ent 8IIIber of the Institute
with who. they wi to discuss probl ot cOllllllOn interest. In II\Y particular
ca e sllVeral uch arrangements have been made for the academc ye 1956-57,
and I feel that I s ould be remiss in 1S1If duty were I to uk for a leave of ab­
sence that wo d an le 1118 to leave Princeton tor a whole t • As you undoubt­
edlT know, Instit t i pos s few obligations upon it permanent bers; but
one of the e f obligations is that of being available to vidtors working in
the same or adjacent fields. You and your colle es, therefore, will cert~
understand that, long I m active Ilember of this Institute, I do not
feel entitled to accept a long-term invitation, even one u tlattering as that
extended to bT the Corcor Departlll8nt of PbilosoJlbT.

ith '61T best thanks to you as well a to all those who have endorsed this
invitation, beliew _, dear Protessor eedon,

incerel¥ your.,

Erwin Panotsky
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THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVA CED STUDY

PR.INCETON, NEW JERSEY

June 2, 1955

L

,~
Sir Mortimer Vfueeler
Secretary of the British Ac~emy

Burlington Gardens ~ ..
London, W. 1, EnglanCi~\ "

Dear Mr. Secretary: ~ I

Please are t my warmest thanks for your cOlIEunica­
tion of May :15. NerP-ess to say, I am profoundly grate­
ful for the 'great and unexpected honor which the Council
of the British..M:aiie:l\Y proposes to have bestowed upon me
at the AcadSll\1's general meeting in July. If elected as
a Corresponding Fellow on this occasion, I should accept
this honor with a deep sense both of gratitude and obli­
gation.

Sincerely yours,

Erwin Panofsky

EP:wfk
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THE lNSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY

PRINCETON, NEW JERSEY

)(arch 18. 1955

£-
Dr. J. J. ak, Secretary

aatschappij der lederland
Letterkunde

Leiden, Holland

Dear 5ir: r-
Although I so lit worthy of the honor

bestowed upon IllY e}.ection to the llaatschappij
der Neder~ds9be etterku'nde that I Wlable to
answer Y9Uf/l~tter 0 February 28 in Nederlands, it
give!' great pte'asure to accept this honor and to
express 'll\Y cordial gratitude to the Society. I take
pride in bttlong!ng to an lI8sociation which has alWl\YS
maintained the higheet etandards of that humanietic
tradition of which the Netherland are justifiably
proud.

Very sincerely yours.

Erwin Panofsk;y

EPlwfk
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THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY

PRINCETON, NEW JERSEY

lfarch 9, 1955

Dr. Frank AYdelotte
Highl811d Park lorida Club
Lake ale, lorida

Dear ;)r. Aydelotte,

v~ thank for your kind letter ot arch 5. which I ha ten to answer.
,-

I know that it ia a very great honor to 1le o!!ere the t:nan prote ur-
ahip at Oxford UniYez:ait7-so eat that I t alCT Wat di us ea .W I

, therefore, exceedingly aorry that it· r untortunate],y, ilIIpossible for me
to accept this honor tor two reason, ch of which would h e been prohibitive.

In the tirst place, I still owe a uscript to the qniversity ot Uppsal ,
which has been extrealy ldnd to trr ave a degree in absentia)
without a yet having r ceived their m 'a orth. I tinally promised to de-
liver the typescript by Octob l this year, and this makes it ir::possible for
JIl8 to prepare a series ot such ecture p are expected fro an Eastman profes-
sor. en though no pr1j:l.t~ 0 :I.igation attaches to thO s profes~orship, the
lecture ought to be a ,little more than routine, and their preparation, co pli­
cated by the necess1 tv" o'r ordeJ;"1llg hWldreds of lantern sli ~, ouJ.d take up
I1IOst of the tiloe which I lRust re ervo for the Universi t7 of ppsala.

In the second place-ana this is a rather ironic oinci ence-it. so happens
that I alii expectillb ",hat I coneider 11Iif two 110 1; distinc od lish collee ues
at the Institute for e tir3t to of th~ c:adOlllic year 1 ""'_56: 'artin avies,
DepUt7 Itseper of the ational Gallery, and Francis Woru.ld, forllOrly of the
8M.Ush Iluse\lll and nOll' Frofeasor of Paluogra}il;y at the Univorsi t7 ot 10 don.
'1'he arrang ts for this double nsit qr& long i the aaking. And f1Dally
Ilessrs. Davies and. ormald have succeeded in obtaini a leave of ab ence (which
ae to be quite difficult in land, especially where Civil Servants are con­
corned) and in finding adequate substitutes. It would be obviously as i possible
to cancel their invitations now as it would be for me to disappear fro the
Frinceton scene just 'lfhen they arrive.

It is. believe e, with great reluctance that I renOWlce t!le pleasure of
accepting tne invitation to Oxford. And I aIR doubly aorry because I &III not
aistaksn, I think, in usu:nno; that you, dear Dr. AYdelotte, were the pri
mover in this revolution of the academc universe. For thi I &III truly rate­
ful to you.

1.th all good wi ebes fro. both of us, and in the hope of see:l.n you r
treshed after what we pre ume to be a delightful season in Florida,

very gratefully yours,

Erwin Panors~
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THE MEDIAEVAL. INSTITUTE
THI!: O .....IC.IE 0 .. THK DIRECTOR

May 7, 1954

secretar,y, Princeton Illlltitute for Advanced study
Princeton University'

Princeton, New Jersey:

Please find enclosed an announcement of the forthcoming le cture
of no. Panofsq of your Institute. Would you please post it on your
bulletin board at the Institute.

Sincerely your ,

C1 Lr-i/
carl L. Schaefer

Secretary to Dr. Gabriel
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THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY

PRINCETON, NEW JERSEY

SCHOOL OF mSTORICAL STUDI..E.S

Dr. Robert Oppenheimer, Director
The Institute for Advanced Study
Princeton, New Jersey

Dear Robert:

March 31, 1954

This is only to thank you most cordially for your
kind and prompt reaction to my additional request.
It was embarrassing for me to come up with this problem
after the fact; but it was not altogether my fault,
and I am most grateful to you for your patience. I
am glad to report that the reception of the expensive
book seems to be very favorable thus far.

With my renewed thanks and all good wishes,

Yours as ever,

(i;)
I~'

Erwin Panofsky

rm
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cc: Prof. Panofsq

:;0 1954
•

• Qlllp.~S

,

• I &nOll.w
could

be DO cl1 icul~.

• :in

elDt
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r&!1d to r. or I

Cow to Professor Panofsky

29 arch, 1954

Dr.
from the

nhe r ",."",nriaUoo
ofsky'.

Original ap ropriation

Expenditures to date

ddi on a ro riation

'l'otal

880.00

.71

Verna Hobson
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THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY

PRINCETON, NEW JERSEY

SCIIOOL OF RJSTORICAL STUDI ES

Dr. Robert Oppenheimer, Director
The Institute for Advanced Study
Princeton, New Jersey

Dear Robert:

l1arch 29, 1954

Some time ago you were kind enough to appropriate for II\V book
on early Netherlandish painting a total of 880 from the Publi­
cations Fund -- a sum which, to the best of II\V knowledge, should
have covered most of the expenditure which included. first, a
considerable nUl'Jber of photogra;ns and, second, a special con­
tribution of 1\500 (acknowledged in the Preface) which would
enable the Harvard Press to print the Notes in what has generally
been acclaimed as a very convenient manner.

Now I hear, to II\V dismay, that ~443.71 have been expended on
photogra!hs, so that the available balance amounts to only. u36. 29.
In addition, the Harvard University Press now wants ~188.38 for
corrections in excess of the standard allowance, corrections
which proved to be necessary because so many new contributions
appeared while the printing was in progress (see enclosures).
In short, the bill now presented by the Harvard University Press
thus amounts to 1\688.38, and in order to meet ita new and final
appropriation of $252.09 would be necessary.

I hope it is not asking too much if I herewi til apply for this
additional appropriation which still keeps the contribution of
the Institute within fairly reasonable bounds.

If you find it possible to comply witil this request, would you
be kind enough to give the necessary instructions to the Business
Office and have the enclosures passed on to it?

With apologies,

Sincerely yours,

Erwin Panofsky

rm

Enclosures

Director's Office: Faculty Files: Box 26: Panofsky, Erwin, 1950-1962 
From the Shelby White and Leon Levy Archives Center, Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, NJ, USA



PRINCETON UNIVERSITY

PRINCETON NEW JERSEY

Department. of Art ana Arduuology

Dear Dr. Oppenheimer:

January 15, 1954

The Department is always in debt to Dr. Panofsky.
Over the years it has been his interest in tile Depart­
ment and his willingness to share his knowledge with
others which have been responsible for the ideal re­
lations between the Institute and the Department. Now
that he has again given a graduate course, which is an
event that every graduate student looks forward to, I
would like to record my appreciation and that of every­
one in the Department.

Sincerely yours,

Dr. J. Robert Oppenheimer
The Institute for Advanced Study
Princeton, New Jersey.
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9 OctobEr 1953

6IlIOrand to lis r r' terudl

'I'be enclosed cbec is first pa nt to the rwin
Panofsky Fund. e Dla: expect s e utUl'C • ants.
This fund will at resent be used to e supp1e"lCntarJ
ltt'l!lnt;S to Dr 1'. ankl. Professor Panofsky p fers that

• Frankl not. be advised of the art of these supnle-
.entary on1es.

I enclosing copies of y note. to • Frankl
and Profes or Panofsky.

obert Op"Cnltei::ler

CCI ProfesBor Panofsky
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9 tober -9$3

ar Protenor anot. I

Let you fer t oontribut:i.on
ot 200 this min. to be d
tor tJ II ot ciD the work or Institute.
I no only for th18 contribution and tor
• Gtion t;you y be able to oontribute turther in
tho tuture but al 0 for the !riendly advice and consul -
tion u to paBa bl in Moh t ase co be uoed.

I know that I spe tor the aculty and the Tx-u.te
at the Institute as well in ofter :D;j' t II.

Robert Oppenhe1Jller

Profes or rwin Fanofsky
nstitute for Jdvanc d t

Pr" nceton. Jar
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THE I STITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY

PRINCETON, NEW JERSEY

SCHOOL OF HISTORICAL STUDIES

Dr. Robert Oppenheimer, Director
The Institute for Advanced Study
Princeton, New Jers~

Dear Robert:

April 1, 1953

•

This is only a brief line to thank you for informing me about
the very generous action of the Board of Trustees. Needless
to say, we are both very happy to see a longer stretch of happy
and, I hope, not entirely unproductive life before us; but even
more important than the fate of the individuals would seem to
be the fact that the Institute as a whole will gain by the con­
solidation of its faculty and its alignrna:J.t with the practice
of other institutions of learning. May I express, therefore,
not only my gratitude but also my congratulations on your success-­
for it is certainly you who have brought it about -- in persuading
the Board of Trustees.

With all good wishes,

Most sincerely yours,

Erwin Panofsky

rm
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copy to Miss Trinterud

I

pril 6. 1953

Prate or PallOf •

t regular eating of the Boerd of Truste • of
the Institute for d ad Study on il 3. 1953, it voted.

(1) To ake available to you. 88 to all 'lber of
the Faculty, 1,000 a ar ... fund for your prot: 9sio.&1 tra 1.
Thw fund, if not !'e uired by you in any one ~ar, lICcUl:lU1ate.
but will n t at t:l.llle exeeed 3,000. It • to available to
you only for these sell, and nly. lon as you • r
of the culty of th In tute;

(2) To al
for all lIlel:lber of tI.e
now been oandatory a. of .e June 3ot.! following your 6 t.~'; ,
will now bec optional vitJ you f%'O!:1 your 6!ith irt on, and
vill be toI"'J only .. of t June 30th follc7.rin~ your 6€

. .....

YOIJ.rll si ere ,

obert ~ r

•
rofe. Ervin Panof ley

Institute for e Study
Princeton, I. J.

•
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, 1952

.alar d1Jl to iiss Trinterudl

Th1a nll authorise you to e available to roteasOl'
otek;y • further ot 380 troIII the lioat1ollll Fund, to

aeet.t in detrl\yin the. lllIee ot publishing ht. rton lecture.
by th lIM'ard Un1'f'srait reese

obert Oppenhe r

c to Protell~or Bn.rin anat'
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From the de!! '/

MRS. DOUGLAS DELANOY
62 BAlTLF ROAD

PRINCETON. N. J.
Ttl. Princt:hln 2057-)
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Dec r 10, 19,1

Dear iss ~I

'lhank you for your nice note and your check for ,.00
contributing to the purch..e of tbe dog for Profes"'or Panofllq.
All you JUy know, this will be a co lete surprise to h1lllj =d I
know how b&PP7 be vill be that his friende are thinking of h1III.

By now, w ha enough IIOney to bu;y the dog, end to
bu;y some wood to build a dog hOWl8, which one of our n at t! e
Institute vill construct. e plan to pretl&r8 a roll to prescnt
to Professor Panofsky with the dog; and Professor ChernillS hall
written a poeIB in Greek .. a dedication, to w ich vill added the
n_s of the contributors. All tbie vill take plac the 18th or
19th hen Profe'" or Panofsk;y returns to ine ton. III Tiev of tbe
difficultiell in getting quick service in the 1II&illl, I nder it it
would be all right for Irs. Delanoy to sign your _ to the roll;
but perhaplI you ..,.. be bacle in Prine ton before our deadline in
pre entin th dog•

• are having great tun doing this, and 118 hope it
vill hill haPP7. and that it vill be a pleasant II rille.
Thank you again for •

Sincerely youre,

Katherine RUBllell

Hill. Sarnia larquand
220 dison Avenue
New York 16, • Y.
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MR 0 DOUGLAS DELANOY
62 BAlTLE ROAD
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PRINCETON UNIVERSITY
PRINCETON NEW JERSEY

Department of Art and Archaeology

Dear nss 3ailey:

December 12, 1951

Here is the Department's check for ita little share in
the Panofsky puppy.

S';'ncerely,

Ene.
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MRS. GEORGE PLACZEK

105 B ....TTLE RD. CIRCLE

PRINCETON, N. J. TEL. 2263
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MR. & MRS. C. M. KIEFFER
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Collected

~. Kantorowicz
.i'. Lee

/.ro. Cherniss
..Y'J. von Neumann

......1. Oopenheilner
V"ileanor D'?lanoy
/~eanor Forsythe

Blaikie Forsythe
~~an Forsythe

"'Sarnia Mar luand
.,/fa I,,'

v . Pais
T. E. Mommsen

rA. -. Friend
"'" 'E. T. Dewali

.'..../D. Jiostue
,)Ellen Bailly
~ Jes~ie Slowen
:A'Audith Sachs
:7 Helen Dukas
~ Margot E;.nstein
~)Marian elton
./ V. Bargmann

./-McCormack Hall
~ per B. Smith

To Be Collected

~. Placzek
Alice'right (maid)
E!l1!".a ''lIai

6.00
5.00 (2)
5.00 (2)
5.00 (2)
5.00 (2)
~~.
~,
~.

.-2-5 ,
5.00,.
~,.r

1.00
3.00
3.00
3.00
2.00
2.00
3.00
2.00
2.00
2.00
1.00
2.00

10.00

5.00/
2.00 ::::
1.00

56.00

, 10.00

Dog ./ ~o¢:

Board r~
(:L2/4-2.1) ~7.00

~~!Ilaterial ~

(rtO.22

95.00
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THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY
PRINCETON, NEW JERSEY

November 12, 1951

SCHOOL OF HISTORICAL STUDIES

Dr. Robert Oppenheimer, Director
The Institute for Advanced Study

Dear Robert:

Many thanks for having permitted me to read the inaugural
lecture by Professor Dumezil. It is beautifully written
and has interested me from several points of View, tirst
of all because of its emphasis on I structure I rather than
linguistic or operational details,which would seem to
show a certain influence of gestalt psychology.

Of his thesis, as such, I cannot Judge, of course; it he
is right in establishing a close affinity between India,
Rome, and Scandinavia at the exclusion of Greece (although
the Greeks would seem to belong to the same group), the
achievement of the Greeks would be even more evident than
it is anyway. But, quite naively, I feel a little uneasy
about the equation ot the Indian gods with such characters
as Jupiter Stator, Jupiter Feretrius, and Dius Fiatus.
This triad may rather be accounted tor by the curious and,
so far as I know, unique departmentalization of Roman
religion where all the gods are looked upon as secretaries,
assistant secretaries, or Junior clerks in given departments,
their epithets expressing their administrative ressorts
rather than their intrinsic powers or qualities. SUt I
know too little about all this to say even this much.

With many thanks,

Yours as ever,

o
/a-- •

Erwin Panofsky

EP:W
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September 20. 1951

Dear Pan:

Thank you for your note of September 18th. As you say.
planningfor nm autumn has an air of unreality about it; but I do
not want that to interfere with trying to get things straight. If
giving the S edieh lectures is also saaething you would like to do.
I could clearly in1srpose no objection, and will not do so. I do think
ita good idea. 1'1!.th our very l' stricted term, for as many of us to be
here as possible near the opening of term; and for that reason. i£ other
ways of financing your trip should se possible, and you have no high
profe3sional interest in the SWedieh venture. that would se8J!l to me
bet er. I make this suggestion with the thought that it may be possible
to n gotiate the Swedish lectures tentatively until we have had a little
rr.ore chance to look around.

Y:ith every warm good wish.

Robert Oppenheimer

Professor Erwin Panofsky
Institute for Advanced Study
Pr<noeton. • J.
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THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY
PRINCETON, NEW JERSEY

September 18, 1951
SCHOOL OF HISTORICAL STUDIES

Dr. J. Robert Oppenheimer, Director
The Institute for Advanced Study

Dear Robert:

Premature as it seems to be and futile as it probably
is, I am obliged to m~te some plans for next summer.
I have received an invitation to give one of the two
major talks at the International Congress of Art
Historians (the first full-scale international con­
vention since 1934) to be held at Amsterdam in July
and, later on, to give some lectures and seminars in
sundry Swedish universities. The first of these
invitations is positive, but there is, of course, no
fee attached to it; the second is someWhat tentative
but modestly remunerative. For obvious reasons I
cannot accept the Amsterdam invitation (as I would like
to do because it represents a little kudos for the
Institute and would give me a chance to have another
look at my Netherlandish Primitives) lnthout also accept­
ing the invitation to SWeden. But since the SWedish
universities do not open until September 15th I should be
unable to be back in Princeton until about October 15th,
1952. I, therefore, wonder whether the Institute might
be willing to dispense with my presence for the first two
weeks of the next academic year.

With all good wishes,

Yours as ever sincerely,

~.
EnTin Panofsky

EP:W
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TIr. sr, T>1reotor
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)oI'.aroh 8, 1951
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e perfeot1y

e a 111' ex-
y ars. So the only
to appl"'oa~ a osp ct!ve

a8 t1"'. Lei e aort w1 1 t~e u .t10n
ot establishing .1nd of Apeoial orner ,enoy t'und In
order to meet the ~Itu tion a9 it evelopl, a9 1n ,

r1 aps, tor nit1 ,1ft or, S', 0,000 '1. oh
would cover ten e I for about t e ye s t'le
re t of .' 0 1 i d, at t e lor tion of the
Di otor, or otler ben volent purpos 8 1n 0 e t e
reoip1 nt sho 1 at an earlipr a e.

1th reneved t' I,
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ar Professor ?anofsk;yl
•

It ves JllB plensure. to infOr:JI you that by lIoan1 moua

vote C)f tho:;oaro f TrllStceS of In:;titute for Ad ane Stu£V,

yaur salar"J ;1.8 Pro£S::lBOr in the School of Historical Studies 1w.s

been ed to 0,000 per or as oi' the begi:lllin<; of the next

fis yo, Jul,y 1, 1951.

Pro! ssor Erwin Panofsley
In8titate tor Advanced Stud;y
Princeton, .J.

Copy I )fiss Trinterud
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Letter from r. Franklin Biebel enclosed

January 5. 1951

ar • 0 enheimer:

I feel v ry atron 17 that Prote so::' ore1' has de eM'ed
th1s aU u on th par of he Inst1tu • • 18
rob 1 t e . ateet 11 ing art hi torian. About twenty-

fiy. 1'ears onl1' t e erloan art historians .ere
1nt rnational11' nown: orey, Xi sl l' or 'r, nd
Albert iAnd. or l' 1s th oldest of t e three;
Jl:1ngll1e1' rt r 18 ead, and Frlend 18 a pu 11 or .orey'a.

ors1" 8 contribution to the hlstory of art ls lnYaluabl.
both ln re ot d ail d S8 and oon tNot1ve
thou ht. Ap fro t ls. h is s oted and love .a

n ot abaolute unseltl e s d real tn a. or
charaoter (Ion' t 0 rhether yo hav h ar that he

aa rear-on~lble for ~lt ann's bein oalled to noeton
although eltn's vle.a on' certain tun n al
robl s (Uttered, and dltt r. v ry. 17 n-o
1a importanoe a a t er d·p t· be
lth th t of Rllb rt in t atlcs.

fro our polnt 01' vle. la e t ot that he v
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lo,.al friend of the In ti tute tor M...anoed tud,y even
at a ti e en the feeling ot othpr e b 1'8 ot the
UniT l' it,. were, to say the lea t, xed. e has
unf t r1 ly pport d 0 r aims fro t ... ry beginning

i8 0:11e1'1y roe n ible or t partioularly cordial
relation that ex1st between t w art hi oriana oonneot d

t· ~ Ins ltute and tho conneoted t the Un1Ter81ty.

n1"e wh t er you ow • ore1 personally. But
ould be rally tetul to y u if you r 0 oonsent
1t a r1at est10.1 an end it to Prote 0

8el r • Lee, 120 ercer re ,Princeton, e Jersey.
ould 70u qui mo into atlcn, I cul be Te17 glad

o giT it nd I sure that th1a 1s also tru ot
r. V.bl c rtainly m • s Protee or ore"'8

unst1n 1ng coop r t10n th th st1 •

t slnoerely you~,

n of

• 10 .. t nhel er, lrectol"
Ttl tl'tUte tor c d tU<l7

:11
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October 9, 1950

MemorandUIII to:

Mr. Oppenheimer
Mr. Thompson
Mr. Meritt
Mr. Chemiss
Mr. Earle
Mr. Morse
Mr. von Neumann
Mr. Ladner
t>fr. Holzinger
Mr. FrankJ..
Father Gabriel
Miss Goldman

There Will be a private showing or the well-known
Michelangelo film called The Titan on Thursday,
October 19th, 8 o·clock p.m., in room 411 at
McCormick Hall. You are cordially invited to
attend in case you are interested. At the request
of the producer, this invitation is personal, but
wives will be welcome. The film has received much
praise; but I have not seen it and cannot guarantee
its quality.

Erwin Panofsky
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THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY
PIlINCETON, NEW JEIlSEY

OFFICE OF THE DIRECTOR

Dear Profersor Pahofsk" :

A t 22, 1950

.:~

'.'

}1rs. leary forwarded your letter of August
10th to Dr. Oppenr> er °mmodiately on its receipt. Dr. Oppenheimer
telephoned me to say that hp is pleased to °ve for"llll a royal to
your acce"'tance of the offer from Yale as out noo in your letter.
I '1lTI lett' ng you know this at once since you may wish to 0 ahead
with your lans •

S~OlY,

Kat::;!ne Passell,
3ecre~arv to the Director

rofessor Erwin anofsky
The Blake Ho se
Castine, Maine
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o

AllgIl3t 22. 1950

Dear Professor PL'lofsky:

• Leary forwarded your letter oJ: August
loth to Dr. Orpenheimer immediately on its receipt. Dr. Op-enh r
telephoned me to say that he 1s pleased to give formal approval to
your acceptance of the offer frOlll Yale as outlined in your letter.
I am lettiIll! you know thio at once since 10ft may wish to 0 ahead
with your plans.

Katherine Russell.
Secretary to the Director

Professor Erwin Fanofsky
The Blake House
Castine. e
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Dear Professor Panofsk;y:

Your letter to Dr~ Oppenheimer has
just arrived am I will fornrd it to him right
--r. It E:T be so da;ys before he receives it,
hCIW8Yer, as he is nOlr at his.ranch. •

Last beard~ Ellen plarm1 ng
on a trip to no to investigate the purchaDe or

isl.and. I iJal1ne you 1Iill ee her one of these
da;ys.

{.

•

best to 70u am • Panolak;y,

( • John D. )

Prof or Pano!sq
The Blake House
Castine, -.JUJI>
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Cliihe 93lake ;}{ouse
~t.an1 Ycars Eunous for Home Cooked F{ ocI. Comfon and Sttvice
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AUo-ust 10, 1950

Br. J. ~obert 0prenheimer, Director,
The Institute for Advanced Study,
Princeton, N.J.

Dear Dr. OppenheiJl!'lr,

Please forgive ID!! for
disturbing your aestival peace with a personal
request. .llch to my surprise, and with con­
siderable delay, I received an invitetion
from Yale University to conduct an advanced sem­
inar ( seven or eight third-year .raduates)
during the comin.,. academic year. ':'hey liOuld
like ID!! to COlD!! over once a month for one or
two days, distribute the subjects, dispense
suitable informstion, and criticize what the
participants have been doing in t11e intervals.

Since I am rather fond
of teaching and since the proposed arrangelD!!nt
would not perceptibly interfere ,dth my 'duties"
at the Insti tute, I should very much like to
accept this invitation, subject to your approval,
and have answered accordingly. ould you be
kind enough to let ID!! know Fhether I may accept
in more definite fo~?

e had a rathe r tough tilr.e
at Princeton in June and July; but Jastine is
almost too ·ood to be true. °e both hope that
you a!H; Kitty a.so e!.joy yourselves as far as
possible rebus sic stantibus and ive our best
wishes to both o. you .

.ost sincerely yours,

~O
Erwin FBnofsky
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THE BLAKE HOUSE - Castine, Maine

Dr. J. Robert Oppenheimer
The Institute for Advanced
Princeton, New Jersey

Dear Dr. Oppenheimer:

Please forgive me for disturbing your aestival peace with a
personal request. Much to my surprise, and with considerable delay, I re­
ceived an invitation from Yale University to conduct an advanced seminar
(seven or eight third-year Graduates) durLng the coming academic year. They
l"Iould like me to come over once a month for one or two days, distribute the
subjects, dispense s "table information, and criticize what the participants
have been doing in the intervals.

Since I am zather fond of teaching and since the proposed ar­
rangement would not perceptibly interfere with my "duties" at the Institute,
I should very much like to accept this invitation, SUbject to your approval,
and have answered accordingly. Would you be kind enough to let me know
vmether I may accept in more definite form?

Vie had a rather tough time at Princeton in June and July; but
Castine is almost too ood to be true. ;e both hope that you and Kitty also
enjoy yourselves as far as possible rebus sic stantibus and give our best
wishes to both of you.

Uost sincerely yours,

(s) Pan
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