
THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY 
Princeton, New Jersey o8540 

HARRY WOOLF 

Director 

Helen Dukas 

Assistant to Professor Einstein and 

a Trustee of the Einstein estate 

died Princeton, N. J . - 9 February 1982 

Social Security No . 161-12- 4500 

Until her death she maintained an office 
at the Institute for Advanced Study, Room 401, 
where the Einstein personal files were kept. 

Funeral services held, Friday, 12 February 1982, 
Jewish Center at Princeton, 10:45 a.m. 
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MAILGRAM SERVICE CENTER 
MIDDLETOWN, VA. 22645 

4-026427S041002 02/10/62 ICS IPMMIZZ CSP tRNB 
1 6097348203 MGM IDI'H PRINCETON NJ 02-10 0156P EST 

~INSIIIUIE FOR ADVANCED STUDY HARRY WOOLF 
DIRECTOR 
OLDEN LANE 
PRINCETON NJ 08540 

THIS MAILGRAM IS A CONFIRMATION COPY OF THE FOLLOWING MESSAGE: 

IDMI PRINCETON NJ 02-10 0156P EST 
INI ~ RES JOSI 
REBHALDENSIRASSE 32 
8103UNIERENGS TRIG EN <SWI 1Z ERLAND> 

I REGRET TO INFORM YOU THAI HELEN DUKAS DIED 9 FEBRUARY 1962. 
INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY HARRY wOOLF DIRECTOR 

WL 32 8103UNIERENGSTRIGEN 9 1962. 

1358 EST 

- MGMCOMP MGM 

TO REPLY BY MAILGRAM. SEE REVERSE SIDE FOR WESTERN UNION'S TOLL · FREE PHONE NUMBERS 
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MA I LG RA fW! SERVICE CENTER 
MJ['DLElO WN , VA. 22645 

1-026850S041002 02/10/82 ICS IPMMTZZ CSP lRNC 
1 6097 3 48203 rwG M TDMT PRINCETON NJ 02-10 020 IP EST 

~ I~STITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY HARRY WOOLF 
DIRFC10R COLDEN LANE PRI~CETON NJ 08540) 
OLDPI LA 'J E 
PRI 'J CE10'J NJ 08540 

TIHS f'!AILGRAM IS A CONFIRMATION COPY OF 1HE FOLLOWING MESSAGE: 

5097348203 TDMT PRINCETON NJ 12 02-10 0201P EST 
PMS DR ERNST STRAUS, DEPT OF MATHEMATICS RPT DLY !'GM, DI..R 
CARE U~IVERSI TY OF CALIFORNIA, LOS ANGELES 
LOS A "JG ELES CA 90034 

I REnRET TO INFORIWI YOU nfAT HELEN DUKAS DIED 9 FEBRUARY 1982. 
I ~ STITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY HARRY WOOLF DIRECTOR COLDEN LANE 
PRINCETON NJ 08540) 
OLDEN LANE 
PRINCETON "JJ 08540 

1 402 EST 

~ IWCO f'!P M3 M 

TO REPLY BY MAILGRAM SEE REVERSE SIDE FOR WESTERN UNION 'S TOLL FREE PHONE NUMBERS 
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WESTER N U~ IO~ 
~47 N CA ~ON DR 
B EVERLYHILLS CA 90210 

1 ·0~~425f!'l041 02/10/82 ICS IPMBHLB BVHL TRNC 
02075 MG M BEVERLYHILLS CA 50 02-10 244? PST 

( ~ HAR~Y '.400LF' 
0 LDE'I LANE CINSTI TUTE F'OR ADVANCED STUDY 
0R l'I CEro ~ ~ J 08540 

YOUR TEUll RA M lA\ TED 02-1 0-82 F'OR DR ERNST STRAUS 
WAS DEIVERED AT 244PM PST Off 02-10·82. 
THA ,, K YOU F'OR USING WESTERN UNION. 

17 48 EST 

!WG MCO MP MG M 

TO REPLY BY MAILGRAM. SEE REVERSE SIDE FOR WESTERN UNION'S TOLL • FREE PHONE NUMBERS 
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To Mrs .Hobson: 
this is the "genesis of the quotation on the chimney of the l''acul ty 

lounge at Fine Hall,Princeton University : 

In ~ 1921 Professor Einstein gave a series of lecturelat Princeton 

University(later printed as "..The lieaning of Relati.vity" Princeton Univ. Press) . At 

a reception for hia someone asked him his opinion about experiments (ether-drift) 

Professor D.C . Willer of the Case Institute in Cleveland,Uhio, was making- and which -

he claimed-east doubt on the validity of the theory of relativity( those experiments 

have long since proTed erroneous]. Professor Einstein answered his questioner with 

the well-known sentence : ".Raffiniert ist aer Herrgot,aber boshaft ist er nicht" which 

can be translated into English as 11 God is subtle but he is not malicious" . Professor 

Oswald Veblen happened to overhear thiso 

In April 19)0 Professor Veblen wrote to Professor Einstein in Berlin, re­

minding hill of the incident and asking his permission to use the phrase for the 

mantle-piece of the new faculty lounge of the Mathematics- and Physics Departm. of 

Princeton Universityo The permission was grantedo 

t;ft-l'cu ~{,Lf.ko.7 
Helen Dukas 

Records of the Office of the Director / Faculty Files / Box 9 / Einstein, Albert - Dukas, Helen 
From the Shelby White and Leon Levy Archives Center, Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, NJ, USA




