
THE IITSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STIIOY 

A regular  meeting 6f the Trustees o f  the I n s t i t u t e  f a r  Advanced 

S tudy  w a s  held a t  Fine Hall, Princeton University, on Monday, April 13, 1936, 

at 11:45 a.m. 

Present: JIessrs. Aydelotte, J~ouis Bmbergerr Carrel, Flexner* 

Bardin, Houghton, bassr  S t ~ t v a r t ~  Straus, Veblen* Weed* Mrs. Fuld, and 

Miss Sabin, 

Absent and excused: hIessrs. Edgar S. Barnbergerr Friedenmild, 

and Lcidesdorf. 

The Chairman* Mr. Houghton, pres ided.  

The minutes o f  the neeking o f  tho  Trust~ees held an January .27+193& 

having been distributed, t h e i r  read ing  was dispensed with, and thoy were. 

approved. 

Mr. Hardin, Chairman o f  t h e  Finanoe Committee, stated .that t.he 

r e p o r t  of the  Finance Cornittee would appear in the r epor t  of t h e  Treasurer* 

The report a f  t b  Treasurer ms, presented by &Ire ~ S S ~  in the 

absence o f  the  Treasurer, and, on mation, was accepted and ordered ,to %e 

placed on f i l e r  

Tho followtng r c p o r t  urns prcselited by the DFreckor and, on motion, 

wns accepted and ordared to be incorporatad in the minutes of' thc mootlng:  

I n s t i t u t i o n s  l i k e  n a t i o n s  a r o  perhaps happies t  ir thoy have 

no history. In t h e  r e p o r t  r.~hich 1 presented to tho Board at i t s  

January meeting, I gave z. b r i e f  skctch in which 1 exprcsssd once nore 



t h c  ideals v i t h  vlticli tile 1nstii;ute !lad Sacn c t n r t e t l  imd pa in ted  o u t  

the response which the I n s t i t u t e  bad received both in t h i s  counkry 

rn and in Europe.  here is rea l ly  no"c1ing to be added to what I then 

said excop-k perhnps that t h e  prospec ts  f o r  ne-A year are just as 

~ r n t i f y i n z  as hnn becn o u r  e;:perience (luring t h e  last throe yonrs .  

h?aihcnaticians wi l l  cone  in approximahly equal numbers f r o m  various 

European camtr ies  mid f rom r:lany L~erican miversi-ties, among which 

mny be mentioned IIar~mrd, John5 Boplcins , hke, Tulane a Co r n e l l ,  Yale, 

Univern i $ y  of  TJisconoin, University 0.7 Chicago, h h i g h l  Mas sachusettsr 

Institute of Technoloma Univorsi,ty of StrasSourg, lini-rrersity oP GHttingenl 

h u v a i n  University, Vnivsrsi-by of' hs-terdaii, Trini-ty Gollegc, Cambridgel 

etc .  Tho ScIi~iol  of Ih%:;cmntics will thus ~;ar t ic ipai ;e  in rzisin~ t h e  level  

of  IF: t ~ n c h i . ~ : ~ ;  of' i nn the i l a t i c~  i r ~  sti'll .momi;hor grsuy, of ins t i -but ions  in 

t h i s  coiil~t:.;r 72111 a7Srn;ld. 

A begixiTng 1 7 r i l l  be nade in ?.he bwnis -Lic  Sicld, ii; ~ b r i  ch 

E'roPes3or P:~notz!cy ::2a9 bezn ~ U S J   her^: t h i s  year, J7cx-t; yenr Irofeszors 

lflcritt ,  h v c >  am1 ';Icrzfcld % r i l l  ::lso bc prcscnt,  rind onch of  tholn will 

have one o r  tnvo outside schalcrs siho -xi11 conlo -to Princeton fbr t hc  

Most grtxtif.,ing o f  a l l  is ~ny ability t o  ropor-t "1;I:ct Prafcssor Earlc 

has coir.pl~.t;oly r,?covcrcd l1:i.s Ilc:~l.l;h :und k1n-b h e  i n  now spending n month 

in I-'rj.~lco?;on rmd :3c;i York. Dospitc 11S.s l o ~ l g  illncss his mind has novcr 

f ' l t lg~ed  2nd l h l s  cazumcss k o  bogin T;dori: is i n t e ~ s e .  Pro.fcssor liizflcr 

and. Professor  Xjtrnny ha~ i :  been t r a r k i n ~  in -;heir  i n d i v i d w 1  tqmys ii> -the 

5opu oP findin,", n lnoru p romis i~q  apl!roacll 'co t h e i r  s;v,>r::l c u l ~ j c c t s  t h a n  

i s  e;i;ncrally cu r r~n i ; .  As Par :.s I cnu notr r,c.;~ ~zoi"c,lu:~- v t i l l  iw.ve i j o ~ k ~ r s  

. 
associ:'.ti3d 5:rif;li .i;hi;~n T O P  ~ c ) ~ : I u ;  Fs;:r L-i; I'LF-S~, 2crll:~ps longer,  .for -:hey 

:::re d s a l i n g  -:~Ith t!:c nn st t:;:ig?-od a?d Cif.?icu:t o r  su?) j e c t a ,  ~ i n d  n e i t h e r  



of them is as yot c e r t a i n  t h a t  he has found a c lew t o  t h e  maze. 

The Trustees of the Institxts ~jill be interested t o  Inow something 

of Professor !4eritt1s experiences this year. He had accepted an invi ta-  

t i o n  t o  l ec tu re  a t  Oxford where h i s  ovm f i e l d  haci not bean cult ivated 

afresh for many p a r s .  IIo 7ms mado m honorary F e l l o w  of bo th  Wadhams 

College and Trini ty  College and gave a ser ies  of' lectures largely at- 

tended hy I f , a l l ~ n i s t i c  scholnrs. Oxford i s  proverbially chary in the 

matter of confer r ing  hor~orary degrees* but such was i:lerittTs success in 

arousing t 3 e  enthusiasm o f  t h e  Grcclc scholars in Oxl'orcl that 10ng before 

he had finished his work two significant events Elad talcen place: first ,  7na 

had been requested by the authorities o f  t h e  Univer s iQ  to make a collec- 

tion of inscri$iol~s I'or t hem w h i l e  engaged in malting a similar c o l l e c t i o n  

to be usad in Princekon, an invi+t;ation ~vlzich he could accept  ~ ~ % t l ~ o u t  

ei-her troub!.e o r  exl.)ense; in the second p lace ,  d e s p i t c  his comparative 

youth, he was at a s p e c i a l  convocation ;:,ivcn the  degree of Doctor o f  

Lct ters  1 should doub4& ufl~ether it t ' rw~ ld  he possible t o  ?ind i n  the 

history of Ox$.'ord f o r  many years past m o t l ~ r  exmple in which t h i s  rare 

decree had bocn corlferred by t h e  ljlliversity upon s o  young a man, In 

conferr ing the  honorary d e g r e ~  upon him Dr. Cyril Bailey, who is the 

Public Orntor af %he Univcrsi'cy, said -bbt Professor Licritt had dram 

"sornons o u t  o f  stonus rind .L;m.i; hi.s ~ ~ , - o ~ l i  promiser1 an cnt i raLy new version 

of tb: h i s t o ~ r  of thr: A.l;l-~cui.an Empirea a sub joc t  in ~vh!.ch scholars  o f  a l l  

nations have ?or centur ies  bccn p r a ~ o u ~ x l l ~ r  i n t a r e s t e d * "  Professor b k r i t t  

is now in At!zens and mill r c t u m  "i L t h s  country at t h e  beginning of June 

1;4ith a cem?lcto collection o f  t:zo i ~ i s c r t p t i o n s  t11a.t: hnvc: beon assmblcd 

d u r i n ~  t h s  cxcava-tion of' 'LIE Ay,o~n. Prer"ossclr N r r r i t f ,  has stcurcd per- 

mission to oh-tni'ri facsimiles from t h e  valurLhlc  co l2oc t i ons  i l l  t j z e  Lowvrc, 

and tile I?rc!:acolo;=iozl Xnstii;u"ce o f  h ~ x . i c z t    as -.<i.Lthoitk c a y  r eques t  on 



our p a r t  voted the sun of $250 f rom i t s  meagar funds in order to enable 

Professor  Meritt to carry on f'urther the important  work on which he is 

engaged. In addit ion,  Ills. William H. Buckler, a Fel low of A11 Souls  

Gollege, has presented t he  Institute with  almost three hundred inscriptions 

of g rea t  value from Asia Hinor, In a recent l e t t e r  Mr. Buckler writes me 

as follows: 

You are r i g h t  in supposing that  I,:leritt was highly 
apprec ia ted  in Oxford - I should say enormously. 

Your school f o r  advanced s t u d i e s  saamn to he 
progressing brilliantly and i t s  publ ica t ions  should soon 
be a serv ice,  even more than that of t h e  ins t i tu te  o f  
higher learning in Paris. 

An eminent American s c l ~ o l a r ,  who is writing n very important work 

in the humanistic field,  has written me regarding Professor Herzfeld as 

follows : 

Herzfeld has just f inished a b r i l l i a n t  chapter  
f o r  us. It is a great  catch ge t t i ng  him f o r  America. 
America has now de f in i t e ly  become the c a p i t a l  for 
s t u d i e s  in Near Eastern art and ca l l ec to r s .  I hope we 
can hold on to it. 

In making out the budcet Mr. Leidesdarf and I have been influenced 

very great ly  by financial uncertainties due p a r t l y  t n  p o l i t i c a l  and par t ly  

t o  o t h e r  causes and, though o u r  income during the coming year will somewhat 

exceed the income of the present year, it has seemed to us prudent: not 

percept ib ly  to increase our appropr ia t ions ,  though the re  has been some 

slight r ed i s t r ibwt ion  o f  tho amount oxpondod* In viow of tho fact that 

Professors EarLe, H e r ~ f e l d ~  Lowe, and Meritt w i l l  boein t h o i r  work in 

Princeton next f a l l ,  I shall at the proper  time submit R supplemontnry 

resolution authorizing the emergency expenditure of .$6,000, provided the 

financial situation j u s t i f i e s  t h e  a d d i t i o n a l  outlay i n  o r d o r  tha t  I may bc 

in position to assist t ho  ncw doparhentz i n  such w i s o  as may be neccs:jary 

and d e s i r a b l e  du r ing  t h e i r  first year. In general, I hope that the  

I n s t i t u t e  will continue p c m n c n t l y  t o  follow t h e  pol icy  o f  keeping an 



unex7endcd 'balance annually, cvon though increased resources will enkail 

gradual ly  i n c r c a s o d  expenditure. 

On t h e  evening of Apri l  3 Prosidcnt Thdds gave n dinner in ordor  to 

bring representative trustees of the two ins t i tu t ions  together for an 

inform1 talk.  Thcro were present f o u r  Trustees of Princeton University 

and f i v o  of the I n s t i t u t e .  Thc wcning waa profitable from evory pofnt  of 

vim, bu t  i t s  mos t  important aspec t  was the  obvious and striking s p i r P t  o f  

kindliness and collaboration €hat h a d  been devolopod during t h e  p a s t  three 

years and that gives cvcry indfcation of continuing permanently, thus fur- 

nishing to t h e  American n c n d d c  w o r l d  an example of coBpcrnti~n in t h o  

f i e l d  of science and learning, the l i k e  of which this country has nevor 

known before. It does exist and has for centuries exis ted  m o n g  t he  

Oxford collogcs and t h e  Cambridge ool logcs ,  and there have been a fwv  

sporadic instancca of coBpcrnt ion of the  same kind in this country, but 

eo8per~ticn upon t he  scale and t h e  manner in which it is car r i ed  an at 

Princeton b e k c e n  t h e  Institute and t h e  University nay to a l l  intents 

und purposes ba regarded as a new and extremely significant phanomenon. 

This it bchoovcs us In tho i n to r e s t  of scholarship and science to nurture 

~ 5 t h  thc  utmost t a c t  and sincerity. 

Mr. Ihass ,  C h n i m n  of t h e  Committoe on Bui ld ings  and  ground^, 

repor ted  that a very substantin1 acrengo (upwards of 265 n a r e s )  had been ac- 

quired, including n. picae  0f property an Alexander Street ,  which vrould gSve 

suitablo cicccss to an extcnsivc area which would house the Institute and pro- 

v i d e  for other  buildings as opportunfty and noeds arose, that t h o  land m e d  

by Princeton University and -the I n s t i t u t e  now comprised about 3,000 acres ,  

that the  I a s t i t u t c  had invested in real es tn ta  approximtoly  $290,000, and 

tha t ;  throc of t h e  fivo houses vrero in fairly good condition and could bc 

easily converted i n t o  uao for the I n s t i t u t e .  



On motion, t h e  action of t h e  Cormnittee was approved and r a t i f i e d ,  

and the  Committoe wus au tho r f rod  to procoed with its program. 

Officors t o  servo until t h e  next annual mecting were elac-tied as 

Mr. Alnnson 3. Houghton, Chairman and President 

Hm ) Vioe-Chairmen and Vice-Presidents 
Mr. Walter 1V. Stewart ) 
a. Samuel D. Lcidesdor f ,  Treasurer 
Ibs. Esthor S, Bniloy, Secretary 

Mr* Abraham Flexner :ms reappointed Director of the Institute, 

and t h o  Secretary m s  i n s t ruc ted  t a  c a d  one bal lo t  for I&. Flexner. 

Tbc Chairman announced t he  appoinfment of t h o  following etand- 

Lk, Edgar S .  Bnmbcrgcr 
Mr. Laidesdorf 
Kiss Sabin 

Mr. Lou i s  hmborger ,  Mrs. Fuld,  Chairman, 
Vice-Cnairman, and Director, ox o f f i c i i s  

Finanae C o m i t t e o  
&* Hasdin, Chairman 
fib. Louis Bamberger 
Mr. Leidcsdorf 
Mr. Maass 
ik. Rioflcr 

Mrs. Fuld ,  Chzirnan, and Vioe-Chairmen, ex officiis 

Cami t tee  on Nominations 
Aydelotte,. Chairman 

Mr. Fribdonwnld 
Ik. St raus  

Mr .  Lou i s  Bamberger, 1drs- Fuld, Chairman, 
nnd Vico-Chairman, ex o f f i c i i s  

Commi%teo on Buildings and Grounds 
Mr. &ass, Chairman 

Ik, Louis h b c r g e r ,  Tbs. Fuld, Chairman, 
Vico-Chairman, and Director, ex e f f i c i i s  



M r .  Veblen made an o r a l  report r e g a r d i x g  the  School of Mathematicss 

remarking t h a t  t he  economic and p o l i t i c a l  canditions of t he  world had doubt- 

less  greatly accelerated i t s  growth m d  indica t ing h i s  b e l i e f  that  these 

p;eneral cand i t i ans  should male it po snible .to develop certain other f i e l d s  

w i t h  similar success, t h a t  the  numbers in the  School o f  1,Iathermtics were 

l n r g e r  than o r i g i n a l l y  anticipated, that contrary t o  wha t  migh t  hme been 

expected by analow wi th  o ther  educat ional  enterprises t h i s  decreased rather 

than increased t h e  responsibility of tlze indiv idual  professor, tht t h e  

group was s o  l a rge  and contained s o  many brilliant indi~duals t h a t  subgroups 

of those interested in par t i cu la r  problems formed spontmeousfy, that each 

person concerned himself wit31 his own problems and conferred with 0-t;hers who 

were interested, and that if instead of s ixty  membera of the School these 

were ten o r  f i f t een ,  t h e  professors  vrould f e e l  more concern I"or each in- 

dividual, and t h e  l o ~ d  of responsibility would be very much greater than 

it was. 

In  response t a  n quostion, Mr. Veblen said a f o w  words about 

topology, which is one of the subjects for which Princeton is farnous in 

scientific c i rc le s ,  and described some of t h e  ways in which thc  Instituters 

mathematical group cobperatac  w i t h  othur  groups in di f fe ren t  parts  of tlze 

world. He s t a t e d  t h z t  those activities were o f  a spontmcous nature but 

were g r e a t l y  facilitntod by t h e  presence of the ever changing, but thus 

f a r  ex-krao rdinarily able and i n t e r e s t i n g ,  group of amutr l  members. 



A bn ige t  f o r  the  year, 1936-1957, was proposed as EoLLo~vs: 

Budget o f  Est imated Ex~ensos 
f o r  the Yaa r  ending June 30, 1937 

Administration , . . . . . .  w # 36,310-00 
Snlar ics  f 28,700 
Custodian charges 2,750 
Investment ad-risury scrvica 3,600 
Kent 1,260 ----- 

School of' Ifut!.~cma-tics. .- . . . . . . * m  . 138,250.00 
Salaries of 

Professors  @82,500 
Associato nlldr hssistnnts 11,800 
Tec-hicc l  fissistmt 1,000 
Socrctary 2,400 

I-. - -  $37,700 
i r i s i t i ng  l o c t u r c r s  6,000 
S.ti?~ii?ds 25,600 
hmals  of I J ~ t h c m t i c s  2,750 
Subscrijption .to h e r i c a n  iAt11c'~w.Zicnl Society 200 
Contribution to pine R c l l  G ,000 

1 1 1 1 . 3  

Pr.ofessoss $32,000 
Technical assistance 1,000 
Sccrctary 5,400 

-*- --- $35,400 
Bent 1,020 --- 

School  o f  !Iwnrz3istic f j t u d i s s  a . , . . . , . P 42,400.00 
Salaries of 

Profos . :ors  $ ~ l , 0 0 0  
A s s i a t n ~ l t  * Z,OOO ----- $32,000 

Stipends 9,700 
Athoniar. i i ~ s c r i p t i o n a  nnd opir ; raphical  

libr~ry 450 
Subscription .t.a Ifesperia 250 

Te~~chers  insurcnci3 and 2m:uity bssoci~tion o f  America . , . . . 
E q u i ~ ~ ~ c n t ,  oup!l l io~,  boo!:o, i s  to 09 hicxznficr S t r c o t ,  &c. 

Travo 1, com~unj cz.tiun, p r in t ing ,  dntcrtcil~~d111;, dtc. * 4,0Qi).OO 
T------" *23G, 655.00 

P:..J~~w~'; 3 c  :gad@ to Schonl of ~in~~r l l i s - t i c  StuGics  
n f t ~ r  Juna 30, 1836, c k r ~ o n ? ) l c  to 1935-1935 appro- 
p r i a t i o n s  lr.pscd * * . • 3,470,i)O 



RESOLVED, T h a t  the  sum of Two hundred seventy-three thousand 
Dollars ($273,000.00) be and hereby is appropricitsd f o r  the support 
of the I n s t i t u t e  f o r  Advanced Study  f o r  the  year, 1936-1937. 

In  accordance w i t h  the statement mcde in the  r e p o r t  of t lze 

Director, on motion, it was 

R3SOLITEDI That if in the  judgment of the Finance Cormnittee such 
expenditure is j u s t i f i e d  by the condition of the finances af t he  
Inskitute and the generccl f inanc ia l  s i tua t ion  o f  the country, the 
Director  shall in his d i s c r o t i o n  be authorized to expend a sum not 
exceeding Six thousmd Dollars ($6,000.00) during the  academic year, 
1936-1937, f o r  the benef i t  of the  School of Economics and Politics 
and the School, of Hmnnist ic  Studies. 

ARer discussion, it m s  deemed advisable to hold three meetings 

a year* as provided by the By-Laws, nnd, on motion, it tvas 

F?F,SOI,VED, T h a t  the annual meeting be held each sp r ing  i n  
Princeton, PJev; Jersoy, instead o f  in New York City, at a date 
to be determined af ter  comunica t ion  tvith the  ?Embers. 

Mr. ?Teed. asked whether o r  n o t  a l o a n  rllulld could be substituted 

f a r  stipends; Mr. Veblen poin ted  out  that the  s t ipends  were be t te r  adapted 

to t he  purposes of the Ins t i tu te ,  inasmuch ns tho members were in general 

mature persons wi th  many f ' i~~ccncinl  rasponsihi l i t i e s .  

There beinp; no f'urther business, oh motion, the meoting adjourned. 


