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Extracts of letter f C.L.Slegel to D.Ve len

tt~.n. Dececber 3. 1946

Two nt av pused a . ce I._ u the last t • t e clair
en I left Princeton. Six n a were spent on t • etween:8II' York

a.'1d ()(ltt en. lectures start two weeks a~o - now I lIOnder-

1llg how ·ch t e t 1rlll t e to co e bac to Princeton.

t let first tell yo tt.at viait to C&tt en YU eces-

aary. both fro the eneral and the r80nal point of view.

It seec.s that -q lect s re~ ::ean a great deal to s decent

poopl ere. in the ~resent situation or confUsio and despair. I 1I'lll1y

believe t at I a: a good lIQrk for scientific and oral re&8OlUI.

I DOlI' convinced t_.at J:IY definite place is on the side

of lIlT collea es fro the IIUItltute in Princeton. and I snall tr:r. after rq

return. to be a CJOre useful E!I!Iber of your scientific co ty t an I was

durin the past. *:HHI!il*
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· Dr.- -Aydelott e ~

Prof. Siegel's leave of
absence with salary ceases Jan. 4, 1947.

I will not put him on the January

payroll for more than the four days

unless I am informe~herw~l~~

Bernetta »fu~ \1J Jh
1/7/4
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"DOItUS QllPJ'JClAL COMJott.IMCATlOHS TO

TMIE SECRETARY OF STATE

.......NIIITOH 21. D. C.

DEPARTMENT OF STATE
WASHINGTON

"

In reply refer to
M130-Siegel, Carl Ludwig

tlovem r 1

.y deer .·r. ydelotte:

Ii th further reference to my letter of .:ovemoer 1,

1946, I an gled to be able to say ~hat permission has een

obtained from the milital. authorities for Professor Carl

Lud i Siegel to p oceed to ermany. he epartlent1s

representative at Copenhegen is bein~ &uthorized by cable

to validate rofessor Sie~ells passport for ermany.

':'ncerely yours,

R.
Chief,

Dr. Frar~ Aydelotte,
Direc,;or,

"he Inp';i tU"te for Adva, ced Study,
Princeton, ew Jersey.
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o\DORU. OFl'lCl"l.. COMMUNlCAnotlS 'TO

THe SECRETARY OF STATE

WO\SHINCiTQN ~. D. Co

DEPARTMENT OF STATE

WASHINGTON

November 1, 1946.

)

r

In reply refer to
~ 130-810g01, Carl L.

~
Dear Mr. Aydelotte:

I am sending your letter and its enclosure to the
Joint Chiefs of Staff to see if this has any favorable
bearing on the request of Professor Carl L. Siegel to
return to Gottingen, Germany to deliver a course of
lectures. I have no feeling of assurance that this will
be granted but I think it is well worth while to send
the papers down.

Very sincerely yours,

f~
R. B. Shipley,

Chief, Passport Division.

Dr. Frank Aydelotte,
Director,

The Institute for Advanced Study,
Princeton, New Jersey.

Co ~ Yo f.
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Octo r 28. 1

Tlea Offic.r
Joint Chief. of taft
Vu 1 •

•• Sh1pll17 ot
1 L. Sle .1

o ~.

•••t.
to r.tU1"ll
onr.. of

1lCl'lllllllJ'Jc .mere he" Dt to att n4 a
re ot Prot...or -.ral4

.i 1. to er Protel.or
on'7 b. n ' ••arT to

4 b lAd 0 eabl.
the n e" arr attic tio.

1.
Ge:l'lll!llI7. it YO

I eho
er tor

-or".
Tour. T.rT I1neere1T.

h AT lotte
r tor

:toll !.r
c. 1
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Dar • hipl'.71

28 OI:to 1946

t ProfnlF>r Carl L. Siep}.
return· ttin.

f :.

Tours in rely,

I YI:'E:Im I'B
Director

s.
Visa
Da'nAyotm~

at

• .i. ley
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00 P T

Professor P.M.S. Blackett. F.R.S.,
Department of PhTaics,
Ths Univer. tty,
Manchester, 13.

Dear Blackettl

PEI!.SO AL

Rese ch Branch,
frade & Industry Division
Zonal IXecutive Offices,
CCG 'in~.n,

64 HQ. COG
lIAOR

15th October, 1946.

In answer to your letter of the 7th October, the case of Sierel
was not altogether unknown to me. Howevsr. on receipt of your letter.
I made det led enquiries in aatti~en, with the foll~wi~ result ••

A requ st t t Si 6el should be invited to G6tti~en, in the first
place as Gast-Professor, pos.ibly later, if he himself were willinr-, 81

Ordinarius in a specially erea ed Chair, was passed by the Dean of the
i'aeult of Seil'nC6 (luekin) to i:dueation B anell in Gllttingen, wo are
the people in COG who are responsible for such appointments. The request
was duly passed by ~. Bird, University hdueation Officer for G6ttingen
University, to the HQ., Education Branch at Blmde, who have already sent
a fo~~al invitation to Siegel in t eStates.

There the matter stands at present. Subsequent action must come
entirely trom the American side. There ia, of course, a general difficulty
here, which is not peculiar to the Si~el case, in that no final arrange­
ments have yet been made for En,lish or eriean academics to teach in
German Universities; but everythinr that can be done on the aide of CCG
in Siegel's case has, I am satis ied, been done•••••

Toura sinesrely,

(Sgdl) Ronal Fraser.

RGJr/DIII.
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Oc ob.r 5, 1946

near leg.ll

A rri ot min., rore••or W. L. G. Wlll1 •

or the J) partlll t or at. tica of McGIll U 1v ralty

In ontr~al write that the Cana ian athe atical

00"111'8 a is lanniDl a ••. lnar ror a IIIOnth or aix

wee • in une and July 1947. The a 1nar nIl be

pl ed largely for youna iveraity t ach.ra d the

central th e next year is to be alc br d the th.ory

or n bel'S. 1111a • a.k. whether there 1. any c~~nce

that :f0u ould be nlling to a ttend and CiT 10 e 18 -

turel. 1 do not thl you d to live III a def1ni e

an....r ow, ut it thera 1. 0 oe that you ..ould be

Int reat.d, I sh dl1 to let hl ow. hey would

1 5 • &YIII ould cov r yo e e., plus

eat honor •
Yourl I1I1eerely,

P'Atkr

"acl. L. "leg.l
c/o Professor narold Dohr
::>t. Kanni.!!:edtr 2
~openhagen K, Venmark

Aydelotte
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TO Jane S. Richardson

FROM Dr. Aydelo tte

MEMORANDUM

Date October 3, 1946

Professor Carl L. Siegel has been granted leave of

absence for 90 days, with full salary, effective the date

he is sailing, October 4, 1946 to January 4, 19~7.

If Professor Sipgel wishes to extend his leave, permission

must be secured frow. the Trustees.
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Dr. Aydelotte: Aug.22/46

Re Letter from Schatfeld

Do you suppose that anything could be

done via the American Red CroBS?

o.v.
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COY Egon Sohatfeld

Senator VogesstTasse 5
(20) Peine, d 25 • JuJ.i 1946

Lieber Herr Courant,

Ibr Brie! Y 51. vai dieses Jahre. kaa an. Vielen Dank

dat1lr.

Der al.ten Frau Siegel kllnnen wi.r Mob wie vor nur sebr besobrll.nkt

und durobaus unzureiobend und unbefri1ldigend belten. Baob Berlin su reisen

iBt 1.IImer noob vollstllndig unmllg!ioh.

Aus einigen Anla&en dieses Bri fes kllnnen Sie slch ein unge!lIhres

Bild davon llIl.oben, wie es Frau Siegel geht. loh lernte Antang Dezeaber 1 45

einen en lise en General kennen. Den bat ioh, das !IIlerikanisohe Rate !reus zu

veranlss en, Frau Siegel in seine Obhut au nebllen. leb b 1hm eini e ZeUen

mt. Eine Absohrift davon ist unter den Anlagen. Das Amer1kl1n1 sohe ate

Kreus bat sioh, wi. Frau Siegel sobreibt. auch wahl bem1lht, ber die ungen

sind in den Ant.ngen steokengeblieben. Deutsohes Geld kllnnen wir Frau Siegel

sohioken. Daran liegt ibr aber mohts. Siegel JIlU8S sloh lllit dem Amerikan­

isohen Roten Kreus in Verbindung sehen und 8S bitten, sioh gana intensiv UlII

seine 'utter su belll11hen. Ausserdelll IllU8S Siegel versuohen, seiner Kutter

Devisen zu sohioken, wenn das erlaubt und- 5glioh ilIt. Daf11r kann Frau Siegel

in Berlin vielleioht etwas kauten. Das 1l'iohtigste aber ist, dass Siegel sofort

in kursen Abstanden LebenBmittelpakete an seine utter sohiekt. In einer Zeitung

las ioh, dass das jetst wieder mllglioh ist. Wenn Sie duroh d&s Amerikanisohe

lConaulat. in Hamburg erwirken kllnnen, dan ioh die Erlaubnis bekOlllllle, r.aoh Berlin

su !ahren, w1l:rde ioh t1lr Frau Siegel an ort und Stelle kurserhand al.les arrangieren.

Der n!ohste Winter wird allem Anschein naoh f11r Deutschland u:::Jd insbesondere fUr

Berlin !urebtbarer a1s je ein "inter suvor.

lassen Sie die agen und dss, was ioh sonst 1lber ~ au Siegel gEl-

eohrieben , Siegal bitte nur in den Raten lesen, di sein kOlllplisiertes

erveusyatem ertragen kann.

Von Briefen, die ioh von Bessel-Hagen beka , lesen Sie dooh bitte die

Absohritten. Die al.te Gelehrtenfamilie Bessel-Hagen ist also duroh grsuenhafteste

SohiokBa1ssoblllge ausgerottet.

Heoke bat eine neite sebr sclDrere Operation 1I.berstanden. loh glaube

siober, er 1l'ird 1l'ieder gesund. r,arald Dohr hat 1hn naoh Dllnemark eingeladen.
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Die llIIltl1che Er ubnia iet such da, .ber er wird yahrecheinllch in abaebbarer

Zeit dcht r iaen kllnnen, er wird su Bch1rach Bein. lch Yerde ibn 8ehr lOahrachein-

l1ch in Hub abholen UDd ibn bei Belrannten in der eide untarbringen, damit er

sunlchet eich atwas erholen kann. Uoter den Anlagen linden Sie Abechr1!ten TOO

einig rie!eo von Frau\tecke. Bec e dar! .ber 1lber eeine ankheit nichte er-

fahren. Weon Sie ke ein paar 18 ttelpakete Bchicken J[llonen, rde er

eich nicht nur B hr !reuen, ondera auch echneller eesunden.

Du eind 80 drei reguUre SchickBale, .ber bei yeUsa nicbt die

8C ten.

Unaere 11huo eo nr d n &1ten Planck Bcheinen vorwl.rta su kOllllleo.

E1n Sohn dee ten Gehaim"ata YUrda 1Jl ZUSlllllllleohang mit dem 20. Juli 1944 er-

hangt. Diee abacheuliche Verbrechen iet Ih:06n Bicher ka.not orden.

Sie 11' rden bo !entl1ch bald nec Deutschland 11: n Gllttingen

b8lluehen. LasBen Sie nch bitte rec tIleitig neeen. loh bin dann in

Gllttingen, weon Sie keine Zeit baben, dch Peine einmal ansUB hen.

Einen Bericht llber die Zerstllrungen in 1llJa Bchicke ich Ihnen bald.

'lfenn 5i Auskl1n!te 11ber Verwandte oder kannte in Ulm chen, 8chreiben Sie

e. III1r bitte. Ein Rei.ender Ton une, der in der TO Ulm hnt, kann alle

er!orderl1c en Featetellungen tre!f n.

Vir eht e8 in jeder siehung icnerl1ch und lusaerl1ch echlecht, ich

!inde auch keinen Trost bei unaeren Dicl:tern und Denkern. ch lletet nur,

.. Gauss nich!- daB tJngl\lc gebabt bat, eine Scheuertuc~a r1k au erben.

Fra en Si bitte Siebel, der wird dae T rete en.

Die andereD Anlagen rden Sie sicher auch intereB81 reno
Vi le Orl1Bae, inabeaondere an Ihre Frau o-bJ1n und aue an Siegel

Ihr

(Signed) GO SCHAn'ELD

Egon Schat!eld

15 Anla n, au! SUB en
4. Briefe verteilt
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Co Y to Professor Veblen
!Uss Blake
Miss Miller
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E..O. _4... D • ° S ~PS TO AKE RE: CAFL L. SIEGEL

1. Tele~n0ne to .rs. Sni ley to ask ner to exoedite assport.
Apolic'l.t10n 'las rilec. '1 tn Cler..: 01 Court at Ells 'ortn, .'~1.e, on
August 5, 19~6. Supp rting letters nave been sent 0 Dr. Aydelotte,
Professor 'eyl and Professor Veolen. Tell ner tnat !nsti"ute is
benind tne app11cat10n

2. Cablegram to Col. lhipole suggestlng tr~t he secure per~lsslon

for .r. Schaffeld to go to Berlln to make arranEements for Frau Berta
Siegel. Scnaffeld tnlnks tn1s could be aone tnrou n tne ~erican

Consul at hamburg.

~'rau Berta Siegel
c/o RozansKi
Parkgraien-s"rasse 7 Parterre
~erlin-Pankow, Russ1an Zone

l!.gon Scnaf:eld
Senator Vogesstrasse 5
(20) Pelne
Provinz Hannover
nrltiscn ~esatzungszone

If thlS cannot be done, at least see tna~ sne gets a pair of snoes
and. a oed.

3. Otner ceble~r~~s.

~. Letter to Mr. J. Ii. Alberti
Tec!'nical Intelligence (,;en~er

Roo~ 11524
av) De~3rtment, 'asnington 25, D. C.

(Tele none: ReouOlic (UOJ, Extension 03696)

to exoress a~ rec1'l.tion or nis elfoTts re M1SS bra~n (no mention of
anytning rele"ive to Sie ell ho rill pla,y n im ortent role in our
scient1!ic "ork in genera.l end in its relpt10n to reSE'o.rcn for "Le
Navy.

~. Professor Veblen will telepnone to ,r. Frye of tne Co~erce

Department to uring us up to date.

b. Prolessor Veolen ill l~ave co"'y or !Us letter to Mlss Balch.

7. Professor veblen will bet copy mpde of Scr~ffeld letter.

8. At Executive Commlttee IeI've of aosence witn nay will be
recommended oy Dr. Ayaelot~e and sup or~ed oy ProIessor Veblen.

August 21, 1946

Ov: Jsr
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THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY
FOllntkti by }\fro LAliis Bamkrgtr ,mti }\fr.f. Ftlix FilM

PRINCETON. NEW JERSEY

.lugu.t 21, 1946

IU.. lI11y Balch
Maison Internationale
112 rue du Vieux Colle,e
Geneva, Switserland

Dear Miss Balch:

A t w day. a,o, just berore I lett Brooklin ror a rlY1nl
trip to Princeton, I had the plea e at ..ein, and talkSn, with your
li.ter. I told her a ethin, about th dirticult1es which are beinl
experi ced by the stepmother or ay collea e Prorel.or Carl L wi,
S18,el. 1'1'0. her I ,ot your address and I am Tenturing to tell you a
little about the problem in the hope that you aight be able to help
out while you are in Europe. I ow t this is only one or thou­
land. ot case. ot distress, but 1t happen. to touch u. Tery closely.
I am under the 1apression that you al.o met Professor 8ie,81 when he
was .taying in Brooklin .eTeral yeaI'I alO. The lady in uelUon 11
76 years ld, and liT1n1 1n the Russ1an controlled part ot Berlin.
Frau Berta 1e,el, c/o Rosanlki, Pankgraf -.tra••e 7 parterre, Ber­
lin-Pankow Russian Zone. Her son 1s al ch attache to her al he
would haTe been to hil 0 mother, becaule Ihe deToted herself to
hia in just that way. Be lett h11 chair 1n G&ttinlen where he was
recoauised. as the leadine _the tician or aenaany, when it had be­
co.e eTident t t the Was1s had ae~ out to conquer ope,--this in
sp1te or the tact that he has no Jewish connectionl. He hal been at
our Institute eTer since, and recently has been appointed to a pro­
tessorship. He has applied. tor a aasport to vilit Gel'lW1Y, t it
i Tery doubtful whether, al a reo ntly turali.ed Amer1c citizen,
he c ,et one in t1ae to ot help to his SIOther.

She was bOllbed out ot her own home and il IJDw liT1nl with
another woman who wants to ,et rid or her beoause she \the hosteas) 11
going to ,et marr1ed and need the rooa and bed occupie by 1'1" S1egel.
!he latter 1. oompletely de t1tute and wr1te. that she 11 unable to
t yother plaoe to which Ihe can aOTe because she would herself
haTe to proTide a bed. This he 1s ble to do. Also he no 10!ller
haa &n7 Ihoe. her teet are terribly swollen. She 11 ble to
buy Ihoes. She has l1tU it any oney, and shoe. see 1aposs1ble to
obtam eTen it she had any SIOney.
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Kiss Bmi1y Balch -2- August 21, 1946

There are thre th1ng. which II1ght be done tor hert

(1) Provide a pair ot sho.., which shouJ.d be larce on
account ot the swelline ot her teet. Her son th1nll:s that they .houJ.d
be at least size 7 accordine to beric notation. He thinks the"
are size 39 accordine to the aeraan notation, but no one here ••••8
to ]mow how to translate trom. th one notation to the other.

(2) ProTide h.r with a bed, blank.ts, .tc.

(3) It would be best ot all, how.v.r, it it w.re possible
to move her to G&ttingen wh.re there are many friends who wouJ.d look
att.r h.r. In particuJ.ar, there is Dr. Helene Braun, wbose addr... ist

W1kolausbercer-W., 56III
20 G&tt1ngen
Hannov.r
Brltish Zone
aeBany

There is also a well-to-do G.rman industrialist, Dr. Bgon Bchatr 1d,

Senator Vogesstrasse 5
(20) Pein
Provins Hannover
British Zone
Germany

who wouJ.d be very glad to '0 to see her and provide h.r 1f1th ever,,-
thing t t she n.eds, bring her either to G&ttin,en or to his OWD
home at the address above. It is not pertectly sure that at her .ce
and in her desperate state ot II1nd she wouJ.d be willing to '0, but I
teel that it she were told that her on Is trylnc to co e to G&tt1nr;en,
and wouJ.d not be ble to co e to the Ruasian Zone, .he wouJ.d e the
.ttort.

I told Protessor 1e,el that I would wrlte to you and ask
"ou whether "OU wouJ.d try at le..t to 8 a paIr ot shoes to his
aother. He ot course wishea to reimburse you tor every expena. which
wouJ.d be involved, and he la w.ll able to do so. I have ventured to
tell you the atory rather ccaplet.ly, teeling sure that it you know
ot any possible way ot helping you wUl do so.

It was a great pleaaure to .ee "our a1.t.r,
wite and Prot.asor ie,el thoup;ht that she was 100kini
than she did when they last saw her. Th." both 30in ••
,reetings.

Sinoerel" "oura,

dbthllY
ch better

in cordlal

OVIU Oswald Vebl.n
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A rloan oUiz r.

,/

at 15, 1 6

dear s. S p1e,-:

In r p1 to. ur letter of Au t 2 I sh 1d 11k

a stat.e t 1 0'" a t. ProfellP r • j 1 f s rIll':'e tio

for a ssport.

Pro e sor Carl L. Sie 1 1&

r ee t1y t ~a is sent in s a pl1cat.io to ur

o fio 0 July 12, • ssor ld V 1 n drank

Ayd lot.t.e 8U ported is a plicat.ion by t. 0 lett. ~s a~ -e sed

a ou ritten on July lS and ul 17 r pee v~l

ss is t.hat 1e e1 i "ol"llled v off oe .. ne au t

t.o 11e ap~l1cat.10. with a sta e oourt e ~ t e p e of a

rea deno. I ha e been inro t. a been or.e

(t 0 not in r1. eeto , ne ere orea or i 1

i in a cation) • et a . Heat:;.o ill

to our at e. 1.10. a ee 1.0 • I

t o s 1 tt rs leD,

A.ydel tt.e c iv 1deration.

\
y r v r~ si 0 rely,

n.""""nn .,ey1

~s. • Shipley, Chief
?as po. t. Divalon
jJ -rt nt of "t to
Wa ingto. D.C.

I
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July 17, 1946

rs. th Shi ley
Pa sport Division
Department ot tate

ashington, D.C.

near Jlr. hip1ey:

rotessor C rl L. Sie el ot the School
ath matics ot the Institute for A v c d Study

a plyi for a passport for travel in Engl ,
r , a Ge y. Protessor Siegel, 0 is

ot e most eminent thematicia in h. world,
en invite to r turn to Getti en, re he

fo rly a protes or, to ive so e lectures la would like very ch to do so. This wo~d,

ot course, b the ans of' iving a great etus
to Ger the tics.

Prot.s or iegells e ence s a cholar
is only tched by the courageous way in hich h.
op os the Hitler regi e and tinally left Ger any
becau e ot his disapprov ot .azi methods. Prot s­
sor iegel is now Am~ric citiz • I hope very

c it will be ossi le to gr t hi. h. permission
Ie he re u sts tor his lecture trip to Geraany.

Yours since ely,

Frank Aydelotte

A:mh
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July 15, 1946

as. Ruth Shi ley
Passport Division
State Department

ashington, .c.

Dear !.Is. Shipley:

colleague, Professor C. 1. Siegel, tells me that, fol­

lowing a suggestion from Dr. Aydelotte, he has written to YO;' to ap­

ply for a passport to England, DeDJJnrk, and Gena.ny. Professor Siegel,

now a professor in our Institute, is one of the leading mathematicians

of the lIOrld and we are ver desirous of having him feel at hooe in

our country. He has been invited, through British channels, to re­

turn to his old chair in Gottingen where he was recognized as the lo­

gical successor of Riemann and Hilbert. Instead of acceptinL or re­

jecting this invitation, he proposes to go to GOttingen as a visit-

ing professor.

There is no doubt in mind that if he is permitted to do

this he "YIill be able to make a great contribution toward restoring

scientific ....on: for its own sake rather than as the servant of !}ermar:

nationalism. If be fa'ls in this enterprise he will return to us with

the consciousness af having satisfied all previous obligations.

Even if he cannot yet be permitted to go to German, a visit

to England and Denmark would ha"ve very valuable scientific consequences.

He knows more than most of us about the work of the younger mathemati­

cians all over £urope. Therefore his rersonal consultations with like­

minded leaders (such as Bohr and Hard could help greatly in restor-

in our lines of communication and in preparing for future cooperation.

Yours sincerely,

( signed) OS'.'TALD '~~E.-

Institute for Advanced Stud
Princeton, New Jersey
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Berlin-Pankow,den 13.7.46

ein lieber guter Carl!

Heute erhielt ich Deinen Erief vom 30.5. und ich danke

Dir fUT Deine lieben Zeilen. Du sprichst mir guten ~t zu, aber

ich bin sehr traurig tiber mein ganzes Schicksal, was doch niemals

besser werden wird, ich habe niemand der mir helfen tut und mir

auf Meine alten Tage beisteht, ich bin verlassen von Gott und von

der 1elt, wenn ich nicht noch die Hoffnung hatte, Dich einmal

wiederzusehen, dann mochte ich wirklich nicht mehr leben. hber noch

warten bis zum nachsten Jahr wenn ich an den [inter denke, der bald

da ist, dann ist mir ganz schlecht. 1m vorigen Jahr habe ich gar

kein geheiztes Zimmer gehabt und so 7,i rd es wohl wieder kO!!WIen -

na nur den 1 ut nicht verlieren.

Deine Geburtakunde habe ich besorgt und .dieselbe an ~rl.Rraun

gesandt; es ist im Standesamt Tiergarten auch alles vernichtet, so

bekam ich einen Schein und den sollte vrl.BT'aun von der Hniversitat

Gottingen bescheinigen lassen, dass die Sachen da vorgelegt worden

sind, dann hat der Stempel seine Gtiltigkeit. Sie wird Dir denselben

schon vorlegen,wenn sie zu Dir kornmt oder schick en.

nun mein lieber Carl, bis j etzt habe ich nichts von Lerens­

mitteln erhalten, hoffentlich kornnt bald etwas, ich warte so sehn­

stichtig darauf, ich bin so schwach und nochte doch so gerne gesund

bleiben und Dich noch einmal wiedersehen. Die Quaker haben sicb

einmal nach mir umgeseben, aber bi s j etzt babe i cb aucb von ihnen noch

nichts erhalten. lch wollte so gerne ein Bett, da ich keine Betten

babe, icb babe schon auf Lebensmittel verzicbtet, icb muss hier Meine
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ohnune wieder weehseln und ieh beko~ kein Zia~er,weil ieh

keine Bet ten habe, es geht l"lir zu tra1uig, ieh weiss ni eht womi t

ieh das verdient habe.

leh will Dir Deinen Kopf nieht so schwer machen, damit Du

mit mir soviel Kummer hast, ho~ entlieh kommt es bald alles anders.

leh brauehe aueh so sehr n tig ein paar Seh~~e,ieh babe nur se r

sehIeehte ehuhe, babe ganz kranke FUsse, kann darnit gar nieht

laufen und man bekommt keine, es gibt ~leh niehts zu kaufen, na,

ieh will hoffen, dc.ss es bald anders l'Iird.

FrI. raun ist noeh die Beste, die kliM~ert ~ieh noeh im~er

urn r.Ji ch.

Lieber Carl, ieh in sahr alt Ce orrien, die nei ten !.eute

erkennen mieh gar nieht ieder, l"lein Lehen ist ~anz trostlos.leh

sehlafe schlecht und habe aueenblicklich sehr f'chlechten ut llnd

wenig Ho fnun:; a,jf eine bessere Zeit. "un abe i e'1 sen 19 ge'dagt

und !:lir meine grossten orgen I:li tgeteil t. lch :i.insche ,ir zu

Deiner l>eise recht gute "rhol nn' und a'lch sonst alles Gute.

hs grasst Dich recht herzlich Deine utter
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Tha Institute for Advan ed Study
Princo~on, New Jersey

July 11, 1946

De r Whipple:

I appre ia e very war~, lour letter of
J De 17 h about Frau Eertha Sie el. 0: course,
you ca~~ot do anything W h infringes the regu­
lati os and I would not think 0 a-~ing you to.
Any riendlv word or visit from y~u or our wife
wo Id be deeply a~preciated by ,~r. Her son, our
Profes~or Siegel, i a ma~ ernat ci n of such
eminence that another great sc'":Jlar said to me
la.t year that one of Jiegel's paper5 would ~us­

tifyall that the Institute for Aavanced btudy
had -p'lnt on mathematicians since its oJndation.

ith ~inJest regard~ ~~~ deep appre 1ation
of your I1tere t, I ~,

•

"I') r in..:er 1y,

Fr~,,'{ A:rdelotte

Co onol Vi li~::l 'if i;)p e
cretary Gen ral, O~GU5

APO' 742
c/o
~ew ~or~, ew Yor~

r'A:mh
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J y 11. 1946
•

ar Professor Siegel:

I wrote to ~olonel Willi .1:ipple,

-'.'.','

a frien1 of mine in German~ about lOur other,

and 1 n_los~ herewith copy of his reply, which

I have Just re eive. I sure thst you can

ount on the fri ndly int~re5t of Colonel

p:lle <l.'ld hi ire. n 1 110;>e that the

time wi 1 • ;,n J e he"} you .::an s.nd funds

'irectly to lOur other.

Your3 sincerely.

FrUIL\{ Aydelotte

rof 5 or ~ rl L. Sie«el
c/o Prore sor alther ayer
Whi te School House
..sethlehem Ro d
Littleton. ew Ramps ire

FA:mh
encl.
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1I1neer'ely

I

Illiilrer
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July 1, 1 46
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I w, of 0
o 1 itt you 11'111

11'111 tay h rna t for er
t p • Iss10 to r turn to Ge
r untl1 I et your reply.

eth r you return t Ger ny. r heth r
t y h r n wait for Iss Br un, I ish

o t cor 1ally of t conti uation of your
• In titute. I 11 v fir y, I a1

1 r,
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10 0, t t w111 c e tif1c wor h re 1n e
xt f1v or ten Y8 r 111 rlllanYi n I ope

it 111 not lon, or 0 r, fore you d
1 r un ar un1 e of t oce •

Yur inc rely,

1e .1
er ayer

Prote sor Ca 1 L.
o/p Profe aor a1

1te cool House
b1 e 0 d

L1 t1 ton, w ampsh1re

FA:

1.1 elotte

•
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Dr. Aydelotte

Pro:rs. /

(.Sll) C .L.Siegel

Telegram received from littleton, N.H., by G.Blake June 28/46

HAVE TO BE ABROAD FuR DiDEFLiITE TllIE.

OF HO

PLEASE CANCEL RElIT

SIEGEL

[His previous authorization to rent the Oppenheim house, did

not arrive in time to comply.

I have, within the last ferr days, forwarded 1 or 2 letters

from Prof. Siegel's mother, no he had told me has long been

iJ.J., and about nose circumstances in the Russian Zone of

Berlin he has been especially concerned of late. G.B.]
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THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY

SQlOOL OF MATHEMATICS

PRJNCETON, NEW JERSBY

Sehr geehrter Herr Dekan!

1946 Jlmi 28

Ihr Sehreiben vom 4. April ist soeben hier eingetroffen, wsehrend da8 vom

24. August vorigen Jahres leider verloren gegsngen ist.

Mit grosser Freude nehme ieh davon Kenntnis, dass die mathemat .- naturwisaen­

aehaftliehe Fakultaet die Absieht bat, mieb in ein mathematischea Ordinariat zu

reatituieren, in der Hoffnung, dass ich in Goettingen an der Wiederberstellung einea

wahren Leben. in der lis8enachaft mitwirken koennte. In den ganzen Jahren aeit mainer

Flucht war dies aueh maine aehnliche Hoffnlmg. Jetzt will ich vereuchen, Ihnen mit

allen meinen Kraeften bei der .ehweren Aufgsbe behilflich zu eein.

Ich muss Ihnen ein Bedenken mitteilen, dasa mieh verhindert, von bier aua ohne

Kenntnis ~ewisaer naeheren Omatande die ehrenvolle Berufung rueckbaltlo8 aoslmehmen.

Nachdem mir das hiesige " Institute for Advanced Study" durch jaehrliche Gewaehrlmg

von Stipendien die Moeglichkeit zu ungestoerter rein wisaenachaftlicher Arbeit ge­

boten batte, bat es mir 1m vergangenen Jahre in grosszuegiger Weise eine teste Anatell­

ung gegeben. Ieh babe aber die8es Angebot nur Imter der Torauaeetzung angeno~en, dses

m1r die Rueckkehr an die Universitaet Goettingen offen gelaeaen wuerde, wenn mir die

dortige Taetigkeit in wissenschaftlicher und allgemein humaniteerer Beziehlmg vor­

dringlieher er8cheinen wuerde. Auf diesen Punkt bezieht sich nlm mein Bedenken: Ich

mu.a mit der Moeglichkeit reehnen, dasa bei betraecrtlichen Teilen der akademi.chen

Jugend und auch einer Rathe von Kollegen nach den langen furchtbaren Jahren gei8tiger

und koerperlicher Unterdrueekung der Sinn ruer die Freiheit dea Wortes und der Peraoen­

lichkei~ gaenzlich verloren gegangen iet) sie wuerden in mir nur den De.erte~r eehen,

der um seiner Grundeaetze willen aogar seine Freunde verlassen hat, und aie wuerden

meinan Bemuehungen Illisstrauen und Hass entgegen setaen. Ich babe keine kaempferische

Natur Imd wenig paedagogieche Ueberzeugungskraft,nur eine selbstlose Liebe zu meiner

lieaenschaft, Imd ich kann die Befuerchtung nicht abweiaen, da8s icb vielleicht damit

allein der mir bevoratehenden Aufgabe in Goettigen nicbt gewachsen waere.

legen dieees Bedenkena moechte ich die 'akultaet bitten, die endgueltige int­

echeidung ueber die Wiedereinaetzung in main Amt aufzuschieben, bi8 ich selbst ein

genaueres Bild ueber die Aussichten meiner erzieheriachen Aufgabe in Goettingen ge­

wonnen babe. Tielleicht koennte ich 1m kommenden Semester dort eine Gaatvorlesung

balten. Auf jeden Fall will ich jetzt versucben, von" Institute for Advanced StUdy"

Urlaub zu nehmen und die irlaubnia ruer maine Reise nach Ooettingen bei der zu­

ataendigen Behoerde zum fruehesten Termin zu erreichen.
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OFRCE OF MIUTARY GOVERNMENT FOR GERMANY (U.S)
Office 01 the Secretary General

APO 742

17 June 1941>

Dr. Frank .ydelotte
The Institute for Advanced study
Princeton, New Jersey

rear Dr. ~.delotte:

I have had one of our staff officers c'l1l on Frau Bertha Siegel,
as suggested in your letter of 31 Uay. I am sorry to s~:y that Frau
Siegel, while reascnably healthy, is very short on money am. on cloth­
ing. .,s far as I can see there is absolutely no way in which Professor
Sie el can properly transfer her any funds. I cannot of course be a
party to evading the llilitary Government Regulations, which it is my
job to enforce. I can, hClll'ever, help out Frau Siegel as a private
matter and I am sure that rs. hippIe would be interested in the pro­
ject as my informant states that Frau Sierel is a fine old lady.

"merican relief agencies are now operating in Germany through
CRJ 10} am. also relief can be handled through CARE by means of a
recently concluded agree-:ent. Hoy/ever, neither of these arrangements
have as yet been extended to include Berlin on account of quadripartite
difficulties. Frau Sie,el, by the "y, lives in the Russian "lector
of rlin, but we C211 of course go there at any time.

•
I re ret that I cannot open any channe t~rough which Professor

Siegel can send assistance to his mother, but it is not possible to do
so.
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June 11, 1946

P~ofe eor Oarl L. S1p-gel
2 Hibb n Ro d
Pr~ oeton, e Jereey

t r P~ fE eor 1 rel:

I nolo e r 1 trom the Am rl ~ . rier.

arv ce C mmittp~ t ny In.ulry .....ll~ ~ din

ac ~geo to your 0 er.

our b ot pl~n ''''11 'hI' to rr"nf"~"1th " erloan

0 ler In 3 o r11n to ou

ct)' en him nn • h' cr he o ul Bf'nd t

o her. If you • nt to do thl I could I'll l' Y

Iv you t.p n mp of lI:~ eult b R men.

Your Inoer y,

FA:Jer
o. 1
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PF:SR

PHILLIP FORMAN
JUDGE

UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT
DISTRICT OF NEW JERSEY

t:ay 4, 1946.

TRENTON 5. N. J.

Dr. Frank Aydelotte
The Institute for Advanced Study
Princeton, New Jersey.

Dear Doctor Aydelotte:

I am pleased to advise you that I

was informed this morning that Professor

Carl Siegel will receive notice that he

will be naturalized on Lray 23, 1946.

Kindest regards. ~

yy~
A/V--'''J

c.,I"., To I' ~ . VtJ./ ,

P, J.f. .~e '(e/
1'l1S! 111111~ r
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April 30, 1946

Dear J e foI'S6.U I

t I .... l' back in
d lunch th the P ull

rj happ lin Vbry

I th1.la.e V
d thatothe

I ad tor
th Uni ted til. t an~

in ZUrich t. y!! alo.
proud 01 their Am ricLD p~a

very r ~6on to roll.
rOll 01 Aa ri~ citi~

C 10\1. te
mente r th~ l.:.dai"eion t citi!;II
C rl L. ~iegel 01 tb rn"tltute?
th~' e t e &6 Pauli sud 0 ~r

all th 10 iti 5 hay no
'Very uch he tit will ot b
fo y a itt to clLi _0 hi •
gr t ful if )'0\1. .ould 100"" II. th ca
JLIlO1f ap ron.atel wh thi _Y t6.lte

lth kind • t regard ,I a

YOurll sincerely,

r Ay elotte

Jujge Phillip Fo~
U. S. Dietrict Court
40~ State utreet
Trenton, • J.

FAI
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Professor Siegel was placed on the TIAA plan in Octooer 1945.
He coatributes 1,625 a year to toe pension iund and the Institute
contributes $1,625 also. This will entitle Professor Siegel to a
pension of something over i4,OOO a year at age 65.

kpril 5, 1946
JSR
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Yeur 1 t r to Dr. Aydelotte arriv

, 1946J

Your' v rJ sl.Dcerely,

" cr t~rJ L0 Dr. Iydelotte

h" 1:01:: t.o til C timmt.

•

tel' 111... 8pl-rLure or U1,~t.'no, but I eJII II D:1ing

v .. iL

Prof. Cerl L. 1e 01
4 . r[n..c nu
c/o rs. "illi>, :.
~ Pl~c10, Y.
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RECEIVED AT 64 BROAD STREET. NEW YORK 4. AT STANDARD TIME

DH CDl PflwS68 BEflllN 54 10 /lia RCA
VLT FflANK AYDELOTTE INSTITUTE FOfl ADVANCED STUDIES I

Pfl\ NCETONNJ
flEGflET THAT 8fliTISH NOT YET ABLE flEPOflT THAT HELEN 8flAUN
LOCATED AND CLEAflANCE GIVEN FOfl HEfl DEPAflTUflE UNDEfl
ClflCUMSTANCES SUGGEST YOU flEQUEST GEN HILLDfllNG CIVIL
ADMINISTflATION DIVISION WAfl DEPAfln~ENT TO CABLE OFFICIAL
flEQUEST THAT BflAUN BE BflOUGHT TO UNITED STATES HOPE SEE
YOU SOON

T

FflANC ISM ILLEFt.
M .1923

T 1 h •HAn 2 1811 To secure pro~pt action on Inquirles, this Origina.! RADIOGRAM should be preunted at the otnce ore ep one. over - RCACOIlMUNICATIONS,Inc. In telephone inquirles quote the number preceding the place ot ortgin..

Form 112 TA~R
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THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY
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Princeton, Karch 24, 1945
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NEW YORK UNIVERSITY

APPLIED MATHEMATICS GROUP
Under th~ direction of tbe Applied Mathematics PaDel

NATIONAL DEFENSE RESEARCH COM..",{(TfEE, OSRD

:.>ril lOt , 1945

Dr. FrOI'K yd.lotte
Director, Irstitute for Advanced tudy
rinceton, • J.

Jear ~r. Aydelotte:

53 WASHINGTON SQUARE SOUTII
NEW YORK 12, N. Y

SPRING 7-2000

ft r ~ r 1 nc eon conversation I
searc ed my old dusty files for docu ants con­
cernin ""ie~al bJ,t to _y disap;Jointment I
could not find a ythin •

Sie el's lect'U'es ~re are a very 'r'30t
success with everybody and I have the ~pression

that Siegel is also getting quite a bit of satis­
faction from his contact with so ~any inter3sted
and intellie-ent people. I hope t at after t'is
present ter~ sue} utually beneficial arrange­
nents can be continued.

ith cordinl reg9rds, I a~

:1C ~el-r y urs,

.'\._ n r nt

, .l"rf
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Having recommended the appointment of a new professor of theoretical

physics, the School of thematics feels that another appointment should be

made in mathematics at the earliest possible noment. After discussing various

candidates, the Nominating Committee decided to propose at this juncture only

1

one name, because it eclipses all others,- that of Carl L. Siegel. In Siegel's

case as in Pauli's, it seems important to act witbout much delay because of t.he

same risk of losing him forever.

Siegel is forty-cight years old.[Quote details about his career?] Al-

tbough he has a firm grip on all branches of matbematics, his main achievements

belong to number theory and tbe application of transcendental analytic ethodB

to aritbmetical problems. Siegel prefers to carve the stone of hard concrete

problems rather than to knead the soft clay of general abstractions. He is more
v.to,t

classically minded than the average of our present mathematicians. Not that he

does not know how to handle our modern machinery of abstract concepts and methods.

But when he has need of them he reinforces them by the steel of some specific

ideas of his own invention, and uses them to solve some pre-existing concrete

problem whicb had before been unapproachable. Thus ...hen he, as the first, de-

used a general method for investigating a deeply hidden property of nwtbers,

tbeir transcendence, he used the zeros of the Bessel !unctions, numbers which

play the same role for the hannonic oscillations of a circular membrane as

does for the string, as a test of power for the new method. His more recent

beautiful llOrk on discontinuous groups uses topology and abstract algebra, but

again he combines the general theorems with more specific ideas in order to es-

tablish a detailed theory of the group of units in simple algebrae 'of which

Dirichlet's classical theory of units in an algebraic field and

theory of reduction for quadratic fol'lll8 are tllO special aspects).

owski.'s
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Leaving aside numerous isolated contributions including some very

interesting ones on celestial mechanics, one can roughly arrange Siegel's

achievements in four groups. The first group deals with diophantine approxi­

mations. He begins by generalizing Thue's famous lIOrk in that line from ra­

tional to algebraic approxiJl:ations. Ten years later he reaps the reward of

continuous efforts in this direction in a great paper that by an ingenious

combination of ideas due to Thue, Andre Weil and Siegel himself, settles the

question in its true generality. It is in the same paper that he develops his

method for transcendency proofs mentioned above.

Another group is concerned with the analytic number theory of alge­

braic fields. The lattice structure of such fields is exploited in a very

fruitful manner. Basic additive problems, in particular the representation

of integers as sums of squares of integers, are attacked by a combination of

Hilbert's arithmetic and Hardy-Littlewood's analytic methods. The crollYling

achievement in this line is his recent paper on the "Generalization of Waring's

problem to algebraic number fields". One of Siegel's more subtle results con­

cerning the class number of quadratic fields proved to be an essential pre­

requisite for Vinogradoff's lIOrk on additive prime number theory. One of

Siegel's last papers begins by proving a conjecture of Gauss that had remained

a challenge for more than a century.

The third group, perhaps the most impressive body of his investiga­

tions, deals with the theory of definite and indefinite quadratic forms.

Iiere he continues the great tradition of Gauss, Dirichlet, Hermite, and },(in­

kowski. In three papers published between 1955 and 1957 in our Annals of

ltathematics, he broke new- ground in the analytic theory of quadratic forms.

Recently he was able, by an entirely different approach, and particularly in-

2
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genious and elaborate estimates, to prove that (with certain restrictions) the

densitY" of representations of one form by" anmther depends onl,. on the genus of the

latter; a truly" provocative result, the reasons for which are far from being

full,. understood. In the field of indefinite fOI1llB, about which little was

known before Siegel, he took up ideas of Henri.te's and penetrated deep into the

structure of their units.

The fourth line is pursued in his papers on modular functioDE:, on

fundameotal domains for the modular group and other discontinuous subgroups of

the s~plectic group, and on automorphic functions of several variables. Here,

as in the analy-tic theor,- of quadratic forms, his discoveries open a completel,.

new field which we cannot yet survey" adequately.

In rapid succession Siegel has during the last years produced one

masterwork after the other. It is difficult to convey an impression of the

imaginative power behind these achievements. There is no one in Siegel t s

generation and among the younger mathematicians who is of comparable strength,

and he is noll' at the height of his productivitY". The folloll'ing quotations

from Lefschetz and Courant confirm the opinion of the mathematicians in our own

midst:

·Siegel is, I think beyond any doubt the most gifted and original
ma~hematician of his or lesser age ~ere. Suffice to say that in
automorphic functions of several variables he has done 1l'Ork of excep­
tional origl ns ] it,.. Indeed the only" 1l'Ork of any consequence for pos­
sibly 50 years. He has put the subject on the map at last, a thing
that no one believed possible until he began to work at it. If I am
not mistaken, he has done work of at least as high caliber in number
theor,-. In addition, as we well knOll', he is a letter perfect lecturer
and an utterly" clear writer." S. Lefschetz

"There are two overwhelming and closely connected reasons why­
Siegel's remaining in this country seems of the highest importance from
the point of view of our science. First, in my- considered judgment
Siegel is the strongest and most substantial mathematician whom I have
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met, the only one of his generation whose strength could be compared
with that of the mathematical heroes of the preceding era. There is
not the slightest hint of superficiality or dilettantism in any of his
scientific activities. The fields in which he has been working most
and which are, perhaps, of the most profound significance to mathematics,
are relatively unknown to the younger mathematical generation. There
is hardly anyone who could plant the seed of these ideas here except
Siegel. If he could stay and inspire a group of young scientists, this
might easily serve to counterbalance the dangeroils tendency to abstrac­
tion prevalent in present day mathematics. A scientific development
such as would probably be started by Siegel in this country would have
little chance to develop elsewhere in the post_ar ...orld." R C t• ouran

Siegel's extraordinary mind is 6I!lb0died in an extraordinary personality.

His papers are ...orks of literary art, composed in a most concise style. He

reads hie Homer or Thucydides in Greek, and is a painter of some talent. Capa-

ble of enormous physical endurance, he has wandered all over Europe,- in Spain,

the Alps, the north of the Scandinavian peninsula, and Greece. Being a genius,

he bears some of the stigmata of geniue. He is of a retixing disposition and

finds it difficult to enter upon and maintain open and natural conm:unication

wi th his fellowmen. It is not easy to rin his confidence. But he is not dif-

ficult or uncooperative as a colleague, and to those he trusts he is a most loy-

al friend. He will not suggest a problem to a young mathematician unless the

latter takes the initiative in approaching him. Only those who are willing to

meet h:il:l more than half'way will be able to profit from his treasure of mathe-

matical experience. Fortunately he likes to lecture, and al...~s prepares his

lectures with extreme care. He is an absolutely superior and inspiring teacher

for advanced students, and if we help him in arranging courses, seminars, in-

formal talks, so as to provide contacts with our younger members, he can exercise

an enormous and very healthy influence.

In the letter quoted before, Courant, who knows Siegel most intimately,

continues:

Records of the Office of the Director: Faculty files: Box 26: Siegel, Carl, 1934-1946 
From the Shelby White and Leon Levy Archives Center, Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, NJ, USA.



5

"The second i:mportant reason for wanting Siegel to remain in this
country is his scientific personality and scientific ethics. Siegel
has no personal ambition whatsoever. He does not want money nor does
he want recognition. His life is truly and fully devoted to the ser­
vices of mathematics. Superficial problems that promise easy success
have no appeal for him. He does not yant to seem brilliant or throw
sand into the eyes of ad.mirers in order to Yin te!Jlporary praise. This
attitude pervades his entire personality and makes him intolerant and
conte!llptuous of people to whom science is just a vehicle for ambition
or a means to position or social prestige. A scientist of Siegel's
greatness, who is at the same time such a Puritan scientific personality,
can set an inspiring example for the younger generation and act as a
counterbalance 10 the materialism that is so dangerous for scientific
developllent.

[There are other letters from E. T. Bell, Ii. Rademacher and J. F. Ritt.

A letter from G. H. Hardy is expected. ]

February 27, 1945

After this report was written tyO letters arrived, from G. H. Hardy of

Ca:nbridge, England, and Claude Chevalley of Princeton. After a brief analysis

of Siegel's york, Professor Chevalley comes to this conclusion:

"The foregoing list, althOUgh far from including the whole of Siegel's
work, may give an idea of his amazing versatility. In each field, he con­
centrated on the most difficult prob18lll8l in each, he obtained results of
outstanding value, which place him on a level with a Hilbert or a Poincart'.
Furthermore, Siegel's papers always distinguish themselves by the elegance
of the methods and the perfection of the style. In contrast Yith those of
many creators of n81l' ideas, his proofs never leave one with the disagreeable
impression of not being quite convinced; in contrast with many virtuosos of
rigour, he never lets trivialities be published =der his signature."

Professor Hardy writes as follows:

"I have always felt an intense ad.miration for Siegel's work, from the
earliest years, just after the last war, when he first bm-at into fame, am
when I met him for the first term in Jena. I suppose one can distinguish
three periods: the first, of intense activity - the "Thue-Siegel" theorems,
the additive theory of number-fields (to which I am delighted to see that he
has now returned), and so on: the second, when he would not pUblish, but one
heard from time to ti:me of the remarkable things he was doing: and the latest,
in which America has happily succeeded in bringing him out into full flower
again. I don't remember any time Yhen anybody questioned that he was the
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equal of any mathematician of his generation, and certainly I never doubted
it ~elf. And in one way - and that a very important one when you are
thinking of a professorship for him - I put him first of all. There may
be others (Vinogradov, for example, to mention only a man whose work I know)
who have done things as difficult and deep: I know no one ~ihose work pro­
duces quite the saae total impression of combined profUndity, scholarship,
and perfection of literary form. He ought surely to make a magnificent
leader of a school."

Hardy then goes on to review a few of Siegel's papers with which he is familiar,

anti concludes as follows:

I ell, I don't know the circumstances, the alternatives, and so on.
But if I were an elector to any professorship in the world, and Siegel were
available, then I find it extremely difficult to imagine myself not voting
in his favour."
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•
...warthn ore, Pa.

February 21st, 1 ~5

Dear leyl:

I have not ILuch to a ."\0 ~ our "p rais81 of ie el' s
j.

ork. ou nave alread in .uur report evaluatea toe mo~t Out-

stanain~ of his pa ers. no ever t 0 ore of ie e 's achi ve ents

see to me orth mentivning. The first is sho m in a group of

papers in the Gtlttin er , cnrichten 1 ~~ ~o the IhthemFtische

Annalen vol.8? In tilese papers Liegel exploit::: tl e lattice

structur~ of an alge raic fi~ld in a very fruitful manner: he

proves again the functional e uation of tl.e ~edekind Zwtafunction

and shows that the discrimnant of an algebraic fi~l( is greater

ttan 1 bo' ex res"ing it as 1+ a positive numobr, a nUlliber

inciaentally Yhich directly reflects the lattice of t1:.e fi",ld.

These papPI's are, in my opinionjhis actual start on his way to

his mastership in analytic oum1..er th~ory.

!he secono ~chievenent I ave in mina is tho.n in lis

hort parer" 'eber die Classenzahl uadrati-cher Zahlkor~er"

Acta Arithmetica, vol. 1, :'~u5, in hicl, :le obtains in all

)
-I

e.• ortles~ ay, among otner t ings, L.t (1 > L k for the

Liric:~et L-function ith rFal character mo UiO k , a result

,hich ad 100 be 0 souf,ht b~' "0 " hoI's and hich th~n

was an e_ entia (althou 1, as alfisz could sho , not

insis ensable ) tool for Vinogrado1f's famous ork on

Goldbach's problem.

no ever, I tnin~ that ie&~lls mo~t important

contributions to our science are found in his pap~s on

tha analytic theory of qua ratic forms and on modular func-

tions of several varia es. nis aiscoveries nere open a

comp etely neVi field ,hich we cannot .'et surve~ acre ~atel~.
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You Kno. that I see in ~iegel one of the Greatest

mathematical minds am0n& ~he livin5 , a mat ematician ose

name ~ill rank ~ith our cIa sic •

In all cis .ork ~iebe_ sho~s deep erudition combined

ith intellectual po er, ttrenl!.th .hich is sometimes hid ~n
behind the ease and elegance of hi5 penetratin reasoning.

'e has exhibited an un~p.clining uroductivit: hicn agcin "DC

again ha~ create masteruieces. ~e is, as I kno from many
o

memr ~1p. occasions, Iso an ins iring lecturer of unusual

accomolishnlents.

In 5ummarizin5 I ~ich to sa that I cannot think

of an: better ccoice tHan uielSel to fil a vacanc: in 'a the-

matics at tle In~titute for Advanced Study.

,ith best .i8hes,

cordiQl.y,ours,

~ans 1 ademact.er
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Ueber die anillythche Theorie der quad thc en form , AnnlUS of II • 36
(1935), 527-fJJ6

Ueber .11e an ly1.i~che T rie der us. t1 ch ~ I en II, Annal f tho
Y7 (1936), pp. 23 263

Uab r die ytische orie dar
33 (1937), pp. ,.-291
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39 (1936), pp. 209-218
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(1936), pp. 219-224
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Ueber ie al ebr isc Inte rele des rpstringierten Drei rp rprobl s,
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Inter: £<ti nu des t ~aticlens, Oslo (1937), p. 104-UO
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sri, 61 (1938), pp. l-~
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Ueber die Z t tionen indefiniter
43 (1 38), ~2-70
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Ueber die Zete1' tio en indefini t r cw=r·"ti c r 0

44 (1939), 3~8-426

II, t. Zt chr.
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U6 (1939), pp. 617-6')7
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Contri utlen&. to the cry of t II Di t L- ~ri. and tue
funeti0 , An..'l. lath. J.4 (1943), 14>-172

G erclizati of ring's rool.lIl to al ebrate ~UIDber f II d.,
t_. 66 (1944), 124-13

• JQur.

D1 e , inuo 1"Oll , Ann.

On the ory 0_ indefinite , L.l:lcl- t • 45 (1.44), 577-622
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11 (1944), 597-002
• J.
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An cl fth. 45 (19~L), f~7- 5

t
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!.larch 1, 1945

Vear rrofessor Weyl ,

I send you , as you requested me to do , a f~v words concerning my

opinion of ~ie~el's work.

If one tries to classify approximatively the main topics of SieGel's papers,

one can point to the following periods of his mathematical activity :

1) His early work on diophantine approxirr~tion , marked by the proof of

Sie el-Thue's theorem, which remains to this day the deepest result in the

theory of approximation of irrational numbers ;

2) His proof of the theorem that there are only a finite number of integral

points on an algebraic curve of genus ") 1

3) His studies on transcendental functions and numbers ( transcendental

character of the Bessel fonctions and of the values of these fonctions for

algebraic values of the variable) ;

4)His very elegant new proof and generalization of Heilbronn's theorem to

the effect that there are only a finite number of imaginary quadratic fields

of discriminant 1 ;

5)His studies on quadratic forms • Hasse had proved that a quadratic form X

can be represented by a quadratic form Y if it can be represented everywhere

locally by Y • The problem solved by Siegel was, roughly speaking, to give

an estimate for the number of ways in which X can then be r presented by Y ;

6)The theory of quadratic forms led Siegel to try to generalize the methods

by whioh Jacobi studied the decompositions of an integer in four squares by

means of the elliptic modulfonction • This was the origin of Siegel's recent

work on modulfonctions of several variables, both from the point of view of

pure analysis and from the point of view of analytio number theory ;

7) His work on the three body problem •
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The foregoing list, although far from includin~ the whole of Siegel's

work, may ~ive an idea of his amazing versatility. In each field, he

concentrated on the most difficult problems ; in each, he obtained results

of outstanding value , which place hb! on a level with a Hilbert or a

Poincare. Furthermore, Siegel's papers always distinguish themselves by

the eleganoe of the methods and the perfection of the style • In contrast

with those of many creators of new ideas, his proofs never leave one with

the disagreable inpression of not being quite convinced ; in contrast with

many virtuosos of rigour , he never lets trivialities be published under

his signature.

In the hope that this expression of my respect for the mathematical

genius of Siegel will be of some use to you, I am

sincerely yours,
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PUBLICATIONS OF PROFESSOR CARL L. SIEGEL

Approximation algebraischer Zahlen, Math. Zeitschr. 10 (1921), pp. 173-213

Ueber N!lherungswerte algebraischer Zahlen, Math. lmn. 84 (1921), pp. 80-99

Darstellung total positiver Zahlen durch Quadrate, Math. Zeitschr. 11 (1921),
pp. 246-Z75

Ueber den Thueschen Satz (Videnskabs-se1skapets Skrifter, Christiania 1922),
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NEW YORK UNIVERSITY

APPLIED MATHEMATICS GROUP
Under tht: direction of tbe Applied Malbemanu Pantl

NATIONAl. DEFENSE RESEARCH COMM.llTEE. OSRD

February 9th, 1945

Professor Hermann ,eyl
School of =athematics
Institute for Advanced Study
Princeton, 1;. J.

Dear .. eyl:

53 WASHINGTON SQUARE SOUTH
NEW YORl< 12. • . Y

SPRING 7-2000

Your letter of February 6th asking for an appraisal
of Siegel as a candidate for a professorshio in the Ipstitute
is very ratifying.

Only an unorthodox institution such as the Institute
is in the posi tion to he ve enough independence and freedom of
judgment to identify itself with a personality as unusual as
iegel's. I feel strongly that Siegel could have an enormous

and beneficial inf;Luence here if only he could be induced to
stay and if suffi ent contact with the you:1ger generation of

- ma themat icians cou ld be e sta blished for him.

There are two overwhelming and closely connected
reasons hy uiegells remaining in this country se6!:1S of the
highest importance from the point of view of our fcience.
First, in my considered judgment Siegel is the strongest and
most substantial mathemat ician whoa I have met, the only one
of his generation v,hose strength could be compared with that
of too me thematical OOroes of the preceding era. This is not
only my m\n opinion. I remember, for example, tHat when it
came to selecting a successor to Hilbert in Goettingen, the
same opinion \as expressed by men like Landau and Schur. Not
only are the depth and breadth of Siegel's mathematical ac"ieve­
ments unsurpassed but it is a miracle that his productivity is
continuing unabated. Siegel, as a mathematician, em3races
with a firo grip the hole field of mathem tics. There is not
the sli htest hint of superficiality or dilettan ism in any of
his scientific activities. Too fields in w ich 00 has been
working most and ~hich are, perhaps, of the most profound sig­
nificance to mathematics, are relatively unknown to the younger
mathe~atical generation. There is hardly anyone who could
plant the seed of these ideas rere except Siegel. If he could
stay and inspire a group of young scientists, this might easily
serve to counterbalance the da~erous tendency to abstraction
prevalent in present day mathematics. A scientific develop­
ment such as would probably be started by Siegel in this coun­
try would have little chance to develop elsewhere in the post­
Vier "orld.
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Siegel is not only a scientist of highest rank
but also an absolutely superior and inspiring teacher for
advanced students. This he proved in Frankfort and I have
little doubt that as a meI:lber of the InlOtitute, if given
sufficient c~ance to contact groups of young people, he will
exercise an enor:nous and very hea ltby influence.

The second important reason for wanting ~iegel to
remain in this country is his scientific personality and
scientific ethics. uiegel has no personal ambition whatsoever
e:;(cupt ac:"':'9ve~' .nl ir ' is science. He does not want money nor
aoes he .ant recognition. .:is life is truly and fully devoted
to tre servi es of mathematics. cJ:. ~ , p~~ lp. for' im to
100' fo:' plc- ~blp. l"T i!"" e • ncca s. He does
not lant to seem brilliant or .brow sand into t~e eyes of ad­
mirers in order to win temporary praise. This attitude per­
vades his entire personality and makes him intolerant and con­
temptuous of plOple to whom science is just a vehicle for am­
bition or a means to position or social prestige. T

_ _ r>t '1 t scientist of Siegel's greatness, 1.0

is at tHO ::>S. tiro sue. a Puritan scientific p3 rsonality,
slId L"d- in b _os Pion as an inspiring example for the younger

ellerll tion allC4 u a ~unter alance to the materi a lism tha t is
so dangerous for .cientific develo~ent.

These t'IO points of vie ... seem to me to be so over­
'LO ingly convincing that all the difficulties of a personal
character tha t one might observe in Siegel fade into insigni­
ficance. ! obody knows these personal difficulties better than
I. They are not of a trivial character. Siegel is not can­
tankerous no;, is he difficult or uncooperat ive as a colle sgue.
Fis personal difficulties are more dee ly rooted. They cone
from a contrast of his innate love of human bein s and of tbe
,orld ith tre disappointment suffered ',ren the realities
clash :;ith his standards. The consequence is sometimes an
attitude appearing as irrational, cruelly persilOtent or er­
ratic ~ll tte conventional type of people and, on occasion,
even ~ unconventional people; but I may add that men like
iels and Harald Bohr, 1".0 know Siegel almost as ell as I

do, never have paid mucb attention to these diff culties and
that the SaI:l3 is true of people like ardy, Veblen and others
in Princeton. I lOuld therefore consider all objections to
Siegel's personal peculiarities as irrelevant.

""uite another question is v.hether Siegel, .ith
his ppesent psychological disorientation due to his personal
isolation, would react favorably to an offer as enVisaged.
Frankly speaking, I think that if he ~ere asked pointblank
at this moment,;.ithout any preparation, bethel' he v,ould
accept tte position, his first reaction would ppobably be
negative. Yet I think that he could be persuaded to stay if
simultaneously vlith such an offer he v;ould be encouraged to
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feel that his more personal problems could be straightened
out, that is, bis human isolation and his lack of contact
\',i th thl younr. scientific generation.

Altogether I congratulate you and the Institute
for haVing conceived the idea of inviting Siegel. I am
deeply convinced that few steps ?Iould be so useful to mathe­
matics in this country as tl~ successful accomplishment of
this plan.

Sincerely yours,

R.~~
.'. RC mrf R. Courant
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Jon\lA17 5, 1941

1ioD0rable C rles II. Phillips
United Stbtes Attorney
Poet OffiCe Building
Tr ton, He. Jere y

y dear r. Ph1.llipel

I ve pl ed, for r IiOJ1 of h6u.lth, to lIIllte a

trip to L6ke P ~d durins the Chris s r ce.. of the

Inat1tut.e lor Ad'\'ti.!1ced Study, of whicb institution I e.a

a er. I ebould like to leave Princeton on !buraday,

J return a proxillately two • eke 1 ter. It.aa

-r plbn to drive in &:1 0 c r fro Princeton to lew Roc lle,

r I uld lIeet a ri , ho i. ericaa citiz~, and

travel in hie car i hia froa e. Rochelle to tall: Placid,

retUl'lL1nl in th Balle ll&I1IIer.

I am a Genaan C!t1~eIll ay alien resist tioo n er

i_ 5,337,799. I e to t Unit tbt S 011 April 15, 1940,

an receb'ed.., first. c1t1l\ _hip papers in th autum o~ 1940.

I .bould brat ful if you could grut a. peI1lia_iOll

£Or this travel.

Very truly yours,

CfU'l L. Sie el
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h 5, 1942

Dear Profellsor 8i8eela

On the reCOJ[lIlIeI~tiOD of the bo 1 ot tbe-

tic , it givea .e great p1 aure to ott r you • rmnaJ.

ot your a in~t aa a er 0 the In titute for Ad ced

at T tor the a udo yu.r 1942-1943, with IltipeDd ot

3000.00.

It ia difficult or to c vel to you the

re8lliOll' of preclation which I r 0 the ,.tiafllction

which ill felt b;y our whole mat tical £roup t vtne you

in re,id8llce reo I on1y hit d ved POll ible for

your fiaAcee to 8 r ellcape froll G"rJl1lin1 to join our up

I hope

With ra t cod wi a, I 811

I ur Il1ncer 17,

i It UDDD , Director

L.
Protee or C rl/ i gel
2JJ Jetfer_ lload
Princetoll, lin J reey
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ov r 4, 19~

~ Frofe or ~i g 1t

y -II for your ldnd note. I 8 e

no raAlIOO Why t not D'
apt open e on II .n c& "ry, =d I ry ell oops

t lin!) will 6V t ll;r ~ abl to 1 ave Ge,l'IIllllY.

If ou haTe E.n' _urthsr n~n at 1ID7 tiM

I hope you. irlll P~II it tm to ••

Yours incerely,

Fill'll.:{' AYDELOTTE

Pro 8llGOr r1 1.. i *,8
162 pr'.ul61-W-Le Ro d
Princeton, U. lara y

OK

\
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Institute tor Advsnced Study

"""'"........, CAa.OO

m<-. -.., """'"""'" "'"""'" """"'"
~bn .- i:l""'",."... l'.l:oc-"""".--_-..._of __.............._...._ ......... ,--

ceoIPY (Q)IF
WIE:§1rIE~lN UlMllON 1rIEILIEG~AM

~~

October 2, ~940

Dr. Helene BraWl
Robnsweg 37
G8ttingen (Germany)

Deli ted" sure you edmi.sllion Instituttl J\<:!:niDCI..a Study ati

lnmdred ollErs £.VE.ilr.ble 011 arrival

twel"
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Dear Prete or Slegell

to:> r 22, 940

1

ith· de t

Professor C rl L. S eg 1
1 r a d
Prine ton, New Jersey

FAI CE

t all your _rlsnds here are
rTY h tllout aishap

1e to arT ve ely in

rds, I

Your sine r 1:1,
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THE lNSTITlITE FOR ADVANCED STUDY

SOJOOL OF MATHEMATICS

PIUNCETON. NEW JERSEY

· Y 8, 1940

Dear Mr8. Eai1ey:

Professor Carl L. Siegel entered the

United States tris time, April 15, 1940, at 'ew

York City, with a non-quota im::'il;ration visa, roo

25 (section 4(d», of unlimited duration, which

_8 issued at Copenhagen, arch 20, 1940.

Sincerely.

~~
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../ClASS OF SERVICE DESIREO\.. CHECK
DOME:8TIC CAB.._ WESTE RNTELEGRAM FUU RATE

DAYLEllER DEfERRED Accra INFMN.

NIGHT NIGHT
X UNI ONMESS"GE LETTER

HIGHT SHIP
LETTER RADIOGRAM TIME fiLED

Patl'olUl dIoIJldebllcS cl..otHniee
d..tnd; otlw!nri8e _ce will be
'" tnuwnltud .. a full-rat. ft••. WHIT1l: NI:WCOMa ColtollllLTOH ".C.WILLn...eanlMuoh.'atl"".

I'RC.'DliMT CH... llt.....M 0" THII BOAJlD II'1R" V1CIi·I'RUlOCMT

Send /he/ol/alIIln, m=a,., .ub/ecllo 1M Icmuon hode hucol. IlIhi.h.,. huehy.,rccJI.

________-"y"'ar=..c""h........l""'3..., 19.1.L

1'0 Professor Carl Siegel
Care Professor Bohr

Street and No. Maglevaenget 9

Plac"-e__..:.C..:.op"-e"'n"'ha=g<..:e:=n:....--=-C.=har=.=l..:.ot..:.t..:.e:.:nl=un=d'-- ----------,------

Institute Advanced Study cordially offers position effective immediately

stipend three thousand dollars

Frank Aydelotte, Director

Charge Institute for Advanced Study •

SenJu I. aJdr~
for n/eren«

WESTERN UNION GIFT ORD.ERS ARE APPROPRIATE GIFTS
FOR ALL OCCASIONS,
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Professor Siegel's application for
visa "as on the basis of a post, so that he cannot
be classified as a student. Therefore it is
not necessary to send the attached data to the
Department of Immigration.

- /!
,. If. I
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Date Dece ler 12, 1541

Full name C '1L LL • G SIE...EL Alien Registration No. 5337790

Date and place of birth Decem ar 31, 1896 Eerlin, ~er an

~single

......one
Name and age of dependent
children and registration
numbers

Citizenship German ut has
1st U.S.A. naturalization
pap..rs
Under what kind of visa did you enter the United States? °on-q~ota L~ibration (Sec.4d

What kind of visa do you hold now? " " " "

Visa No. 23 Place and date of issue Copenhagen, Denmark, 'ar .20 ,1940

When does visa expire? ·0 expiration

rfuen and where did you enter the United States? Apr~1 15. 194 , °ew York City

Vfuen does entry permit expire? '0 expiration

Statement of relevant facts, including plans for citizenship
Has 1st U.S.A. aturalization papers

Princeton hoce address 243 Jefferson oad Telephone 1218-.•

Permanent address

If automobile olYner, give (1) automobile license number
(2) driver's license number

LK-53U
1205010

College or university, degrees, year con~erred

Dr.Ph'l. 1920 UniversiTy of G ttlngen

Honors and societies

P sitions you have held, glVLng dates, or are holding (including any
graduate scholarships and fellowships)

University of Hamlur~ - Lecturer 1920
University of ttingen - Ass' stant and Privatdozent 1921; Guest leoturer 1930;

Professor 1938- ••
~ " "Frankfurt - Professor 1922-37

Voluntary statement of any other facts l7hich may be of possible use to
the United States government.

·"Objeoted to the nolioy of the "" government and resigned h' 5

professorship i~ 1~~0

Rookefeller Foundation
1nstit"te for Advanoed

tt " It

Fellow 1925
Study and Prinoeton Univ. - Visiting

" ember 1940 (Spring) -
leoturer 1935

(Use other side of sheet, if necessary)

\
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Full name carl IDdIr1& Siegel

Date Deo. 12. 1941

Alien Registration 'a. 5337?90

Date and place ~f birth DIlo. JL. 1896 Berlin,

~rried cr sin le IIingle :lame of life or husband

!lane and age of dependent
children and registration
numbers

Citizenship Geuaan ~t baa
lBt U.S.A. nnturalisation
pIlpera
Under what kind "f visa did you enter the United States? on.-q1l>ta IDID1gra.tion(Sec.4d)

"'/hat kind of visa do you hold n~w? " " "
Visa 10. 23

Then does visa expire?

Place and date of issue CO-.........n.. .... ,,-- 20 Inln_____..-..,. ~-~,..... , 7"""

o eXpiration

-\',"'en and where did you en er the Uni ed States? 'pril 15 "940 - I ric City
'" • .... g. 0

Then does entry permit expire? 110 expiration

Statement of relevant facts, including plans for citizenship

lias lat U.S.A. Naturalization ~pera

Princeton home address

Permanent address

243 JettenOll Road Telephone 12lB-..

If autonobile owner, give (1) automo~ile license nunber 11-530
(2) driver's license number 1205010

Colle e or university, degrees, year conferred

Dr.Ph1l. 1920 Univera1t;r ot mltt1ngen
Honors and societies

Positions you have h~ld, gi\~g dates, or are holding (including any
graduate scholarships and fellowships)

Un1vers1ty ot Hamburg - Lecturer 1920
Uni'f81'll1 ty or oatt.ingea - Aaa1atclt and Printdosent 1921J Guest leaturer 1930J

Pmto880r 1938- **
~;::;;~,~fir~~,i,~f~~x~'ii"iX,9t,i~ii}eti,vii,iZ
g,w.,w,.,.j·i,·iil,'IYiIMljij.
Rocketeller Foundation Fellow 1925
Institute tor U ....ncad st md Princeton UniT. - Viating lecturer 1935

n " " " bar 19/D (Spr111g) _

..Objected to the war pol1qy ot the Geman gOV8mllllnt and rea1gned h1a
protossorab1p in 1940

(Use other side of sheet, if noce~sary)
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...

Prof. 5ie[;el

lUJDITIlJN. L INf Oll1>lJ,.'IIlJN CALLED FUR BY GOVEiillJ.!EN':' "lJTHORI'lI

1. Pl"aee ive e list of countries in which you have re illed since
A ril 10, 1940, giving dlite in each CBse. Indicb.te also hlly Cilhn.es
the t lIlby httve taken jJh.ce durin!; till; t time in your citi7enshilJ'

Sailed from Bergen, Norway, on Norwegian ship April 7, 1940
Arrived United States (New York City) April 15, 1940

Have received first U.S.A. citizenship papers

2. Plea"s lL,t the country or countries in "mch you have been
ucmic11ed "ince l..pril 10, 1940. ("Domicile" a" istinct .. rom "r&siaence"
mec.ns the p ce wnich you have r.dopted as your permanbllt home)

United States

3. If you hE.ve been domiciled in the United ;,tates since April 10, 19/.0,
but hsve visited some other country or countries, ,1&80: give mull of th..
countries, len th 01 visit, and re~son .. or s~e.

Have not left the United States

4. If you have 1irst citizenship papers, please "ive the date on
hich they ere is"ued. (This c,.ueetion s.pplies only to those ...ho failed

to give the date on the form recently filled out)

First citizenship paper" issued Trenton, lJ.J., Deceober 4, 1940, lIo. 5474
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ADD:tTID'lW. D JIO nOlI C D

1. 1_ giq a l1lrt or aountriu in 1Ib1ah you ha..... resided ainc.
AprU lO, 19J.D, 11T1n& datee 1D. caa.. Ind1o&te aao lUV' chan ..
that. ..,.. ha..... plac. cllrl. that t.t. in your o1t.1 • .,.b1p•

.N'"'......1 I

U..'4...t. ~ 4

'140 ~ H-I ''t lrD

~ "SI fflro

2. leaH liat. • OOWItrT or aollDt.rl.. in s1e1l 10U haft be_
cbaio1led aina. AprU lO, 1940. (lDca101le' u d1at.1Dot bo idem.
_ tba plaoe wlIloh ;you ha..... adopted u TOur P'~_t. hoM)

,. It you ha..... bNn do ciled in the nited Stat.. ain April 10, 19J.O,
but ha..... v1aitlld eo other oount.rT or aolll1trl a, pl... &1..... _ of th.
oOlmtriea, 1aI&tb ot 'f'1a1t, and reuon tor ••

4. It you haq t1rat 01t1 lp pllp8n, pleu. g1.... the date on
1c:h t~ were 1aBU8d and the eTC on t.M papera. ('fb1a .. OIl

appll. lIlT to tho.. 0 taUec1 to &1ft th1a 1nromat1on 0 t.he 11>1'11
NOClt.1.7 tilled out.)

bLCA' -k- +I 1'1 t., 0 Vo . 3 'r 7"
./Vo. So", '1~J.,

Po. 3.- 1r'1 70 5"
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Decaber 19, 1941

lIa8BI Carl L. 1egal

POll1t10nl Baber of the Inat1tute

ntblT Sal.a171 50.00

C1t1&8Q~pl Ge • (Se.1l t1'Oll Bttri..n, 01 , for Ua1ted Stat..,
011 e 10nregUUl ship, ~pr11 7, 1940)

Date ot 8QU7 into Un1tad StatAlI ~pril 15, ~940

lind 0 T11& or peraltl 11 n-quota 1am~at1011 The.

laturalbat1011 atat.tU&1 fir t pa r8 i ..ued Decwer 4, 1940

DoIdcUe since JUDe 17, 19421 Ua1ted tatea. 10 aba eel
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THE QUAD A GLE CLU

H CAGO '')'3' Y !J

":J........ ~ J..........., J.G..A j "-< .........c- '-"< Q.-. .,,~

:1-0 ~ p- 6cfo· '7 £4't 2k..,~ . .N...... 'j ~t.. J.o

~ t-., K...:... ~k- 1-..... •<.. J "--i~ "-:1./-:..-c. aA.-

k .J....~. ":lJk..te c.". ~ ~ /'- ..../.'(~

~ SL.c. .,p••. ~~ 4 s~~f-:-< "':"'fc-,..,t,

IV V«, k,..1. Iu-..--..e ~,
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Sender, telephone
number

TIME fILED

CHECK

ACCT'G INFMN.

•iESTEIt
UNION

THE QUICKEST. SUREST AND SAFEST WAY TO SEND MONEY
IS BY TELEGRAPH OR CABLE.

.qo

CABL.I:

.1lESl..

DEFERRED

FULL RATE

DOMI!:STIC

c

Sender', odd~
lor reference

NIGHT NIGHT
MESSAGE LETTER

NIGHT WEEK END
LETTER LETTER

OAYLETWl

TELEGRAM

ratronl Uoold cbecltd-.ol-nce
deliTed: oth...n.e~ -'-11 be

tnnImitted ... fall-rate
eammunlefltlcn.

To,_~p~~~~~,...,,,,,,,,--- _
ill F. LA1II

Street and No.

Send the/allowing mes.sage, su/,jcd to the tum, on back hereof. which are huehy agreeJ to
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fiAPno

TIME FILED

ACcrG INFMN.

y

•

___=-==~,----,,=,---- 19__

UNION

THE QUICKEST, SUREST AND SAFEST WAY TO SEND MONEY
IS BY TELEGRAPH OR CABL&.

NCWCOM. CARL.TOM. ,.....DUIT

DEFERRED

SotJu'~ aJJI'U&
Jor re/uence

Street and No.-'lr.J42I1!!L-!<!'''''."W""---'n..p...'..p'---- -'--- _

Place:~~LJn!m;:;y..12.J~r....- _

NIGHT WEEK END
lETTER lETTER

lASS Of SERV1CE DESIR

NIGHT NIGKT
MESSAGE lETTER

DAYLEITER

TO'__~ ~liC:!J~~~t:T.Ii...-- _
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THE ROCKEFELLER FOUNDATION
~9 WEST ~9th STREET, NEW YORK

THE NATUIlAL SCIENCES
"'.... aD< Wl:AVZ:Il, DJ.ECTOIl

....ANK IlLAI. tlA,.....ON, AJIU5T"'~7 DIII.I:CTOIl

Dear Mr. Flexner:

May I thank you for your letter about Dr. Siegel.

April :3, 1955

I would like to explain to you that the handling of this small

matter has, from the very first, been complicated by a series of adminis-

trative accidents which, in total, certainly would justify anyone in

thjnking that our procedures are clumsy. I think that there is nothing

to be gained by going back and explaining this series of accidents in

detail. The major contributing cause was the fact that I was ill and

absent from the office for several weeks, during which this matter was

handled by several persons who did not accurately understand just what

we were trying to do. I am certainly sorry that there has been so much

confusion.

I have just bad an opportunity to discuss the question of the

necessary accounting for Dr. Siegel's grant. The request which Mr.

Gillette made was strictly in accordance with the general procedure of

the Foundation for grants-in-aid. However, it is recognized that this is

a special situation and it is agreed that we will be glad to waive the

usual regulations. It will not be necessary for Dr. Siegel to make any

accounting whatsoever to the Foundation for the sum or sums which he

has received.

r. Abraham Flexner
Institute for Advanced Study
Princeton, N.J.
WW:PH
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llaJ'oh 28, 19:56

I

t

LEX ER

oh 1»._ --en

In view ot the em1nenoe of Protess r

8111:1ere1)- 7oura,

AIJR A 01

1 for the 8
~.:.><.=-

n6110e l'J1 th tile re"ll'3st that • • Gll:tette malicell.

ot

I Ye bad sc:ne cor spond nee with • G1'1

• GUlotta s geste. I should be Ye17 r;ratatl1l for J"OlD" j\ld.

poaalble hila been more than j\lllt11'1ed•

•ith all cod bea,

feel certain that the action of the Foundation In _Ida« b.1a vldt to rioa

profound. 1I:rpress1on here on both t1w profellsorial and the world I

You will be interested to lmow th t Professor Sle ,,1 1 a

plaoed at hls dispoeal 1J)' the R.cIobtfltllBr FOlIIIdatloa. Princeton UnlTorcltT,

on~ 11th at too 1"8'1ue t ot • Glllotte, !Ill the other of 10h •

G111 tte addressed to _ 011 .~ 22nd.

ot Protessor legal's

Siepl I oonf'eBB I hell1tnte TOr:f auoh to \II' upon him the pr.,ood\ll'e oh

Dr. arran .eaTOr
Rookllfeller Found.atlon
49 \ est 49th Street

and. t Instltute. I IIlll sorry to appear to go OYer • Gillette's head, but

I should _t do so It I did not f\ 1 alD8 be.rTaBlmI81lt 1ft approaohlr« a

enoloee oople. ot two let en, 0_ of 10 I n"dreased to Jrofessor 1. el

aoo_t1Dt; on the
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Roc eller OUII4atlon tor II 111x lIIOJI.tha b 1md

for ::lie.

ebl.....~.... 1. 1 •

ESTHE" 8. &\1lE\'
sl \Secnr\ar,1
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THE ROCKEFELLER FOUNDATION
49 WEST 49th STREET, NEW YORK

OFFICE OF THE COMPTROLLER
GEORGI J. BUL. COMI"TItOLLItIt
H. M. GILLInTL AUI.TANT CO.'1'TltOLl.l:1t

CABLE ADO_U.:

ROCUOVND, NEW Yolta;

!.:arch 22, 1935

Dear Dr. Flexner:

Replying to your letter of luarch 11 regarding

an accounting under our ant to Proressor C. L. Siegel,

'''' might explain that in order to satisfy the demands of

our auditors, it is necessary for us to obtain financial

reports covering expenditures on our grants.

Inasmuch as the Foundation's grant toward Pro-

fesoor Siegel's studies supplements funds received from

other sources, it would appear necessary in makin, a finan-

cial report to the Foundation to show total receipts and

total disbursements. The statement can be brief and expen-

di tures reported under the 3 general headin s Ii sted in our

=

Very truly yours,

ch 1.letter of

• AbrahEJa Flexner
The Institute for Advanced Study
20 Nassau Street
Princeton, New Jersey

H1 G:HT
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THE ROCKEFELLER FOUNDATION
49 WEST 49th STREET, NEW YORK

OFFICE OF THE COMPTROLLER
GEORGI: J. BEAL, CO""PTROLLER
H. M. GILLETTE, ASSISTANT COMPTIOLUR

)(arch 1, 1935

CARLI: AooIUS:

ll.OCEYOUND, NEW YORK

My dear s. Bailey:

Kindly pardon the delay in replying to your

letter of February 7 regarding our grant of 1,000 toward the

studies of Professor Siegel.

t the completion of his studies we should

like to receive a report including total receipts from the 3

sources, Princeton University, Institute for Advanced Study,

and the Rockefeller Foundation, totaling "2,000, and expendi-

tures under such headings as living expenses, travel and mis-

cellaneous.

s. Esther S. Bailey
The Institute for Advanced
20 Nassau Street
Princeton, New Jersey

HID :liT

f
Very truly Y7JnA~

h/II1d/~~;-
Study
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THE ROCKEFELLER FOUNDATION
49 WEST 49th STREET, NEW YORK

orne£. OF THE COMPTROLLER
Cu).G~ J••ZAL, C:OMP'TaOLU.
H. N. GILLETTE. A""TANT COMPTaOLUa

February 4, 1935

Dear Dr. Flexner:

CABLE ADDRYoU:

ROl:l:roUND, NEW You::

We are enclosing herewith check to the order

of the Institute for Advanoed Study in the amount of 1,000.

This represents payment in full of our grant toward the ex-

penses of Professor C. L. Siegel in oonneotion ~th a six-

months' visit to the Department of Mathematics of Princeton,

and the Institute of Advanced Study, beginning about Feb-

ruary 1, 1935.

Upon the termination of this brant, we should

be pleased to receive a statement of expenditures, together

with a check for the unexpended balance, if any.

. ,

Very truly ){ours,

Dr. Abraham Flexner
The Institute for Advanced Study
20 Nassau Street
Princeton, New Jersey

HT
Ene. 1 check

~.e..-;-
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THE ROCKEFELLER FOUNDATION
49 WEST 49th STREET, NEW YORK

i

THE NATURAL SCIENCES
W"RI.L"t wu.ltl., Dlan:TOI.

'I."NI: _LA.. """'ION. "'ISIITAl<'T DIRItCTOI.

Dear Dr. fleXIleI':

January 28, 1955.

Professor Oswald Veblen has informed us that Princeton

University and the Institute for Advanced Study have invited Pro-

fessor C. L. Siegel, of Frankfurt, Germany, to spend the next six

months in this country, principally at Princeton, New Jersey. We

are advised that Princeton University and the Institute for Advanced

Study have contributed a total of 1,000 toward the expenses of

Professor Siegel's visit. Professor Veblen has requested from

The Rockefeller Foundation an additional sum of 1,000.

On January 7 I wrote to President Dodds of Princeton

University informing him that The Rockefeller Foundation had made

a grant of 1,000 toward the expenses of Pro essor Siegel. This

grant was made to Princeton University for the reason that it did

not seem advisable to divide such a small sum between the two co-

operating institutions. Dean Eisenhart, on January 15, wrote me that

he thought it would be more appropriate to have the grant made to

the Institute for A::lvanced Study. Vie have accordingl;1' changed our

grant to read "Institute for Advanced Study" instead of Princeton

University.

This grant is available immediately. toll'. G. J. Beal,

Records of the Office of the Director: Faculty files: Box 26: Siegel, Carl, 1934-1946 
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Dr. Abraham Flexner January 28, 1955. 2.

Comptroller of the Foundation, will take care of the payments under

this allocation to the Institute for Advanced Study upon receipt of

instructions from you.

It is understood that this grant, together with moneys

contributed from other sources, will be sufficient to enable Pro-

fessor Siegel to spend approximately six months in this country.

It is also understood that this grant is exclusively for the use

of Professor Siegel and that no part of it may be diverted to any

other purpose.

May I express to you my gratification that it has been

possible to extend this assistance to the Institute for Advanced Study.

Sincerely yours,

Frank Blair Hanson.

Dr. Abraham Flexner
Institute for Advanced Study
Princeton, Ne.... Jersey

FBH:WH
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THE ROCKEFELLER FOUNDATION
49 WEST 49th STREET, NEW YORK

THf: NATUUL SCIENCES
WA.RIlL"f wu~•• OlaLCToa

,.A....1t aLAI a tIM'ON, ASSIST.u.. DI.u:Toa

November 28, 19~4

Dear Professor Veblen:

Since I wrote to you on November 15, there has been an in-

terchange of two cables with Dr. Tisdale on the Siegel metter. In his

rel'1Y to my original cable Dr. Tisdale steted:

"Reluctant consider Si~gel as fellowship account
German complications Prefer grant to some indepen­
dent American group to m6ll8.ge."

To this I replied:

"Siegel proposal contingent his obtaining normal
leave for trip Stop 0 suggestion permanent ap­
pointment here Stop Fellowship appears only pos­
sible mechanism wi thin program Stop Am not urging
but do not understand complications."

To this last cable of mine I received the following answer:

"Memorandum my talk with &rald Bohr re Siegel
arriving New York Harding today Stop Associat d your
telegram sixteenth wi th above Stop illing con­
sider normal special fellowship."

I have subsequently received the Jllelllorandum to hich Dr.Tisdale

referred. Then he talked with Prof. Bohr at Copenhagen on Octooer 29

Bohr expressed his bellef that Blichfeldt was about to offer Siegel a

poEt beginninG in the fall f 1955 and asked if there were any Iossi-

bili ty that the Foundation assist iegel in the meantime. Dr. Tisdale ob-

viously thought that I had this memorandum in hand whE'.Il I sent him my
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orig:i.nal cable, so that he interpreted the suggestion as furni::iling a

temporary relief for Siegel pending the acceptance of a probable post

at Stanford. It is ~ understanding that your proposal to bring Siegel

for the second semester and summer has no relationship to any possi-

bili~ that Siegel eventually obtain a post in this country, is dependent

upon his obtaining normal leave under satisfactoIY condi tions from

Frankfort, and anticipates Siegel's return to Frankfort next fall. Dr.

Tisdale is willing to consider a ftnormal special fellowshipft for Siegel

under these conditions. I gather from this somewhat paradoxical terminology

that he implies that the fellowship would be special in the sense that

it would be given for less than one year and for an unusual purpose, but

that it would be normal in that Siegel would have leave from his permanent

post at Frankfort and would expect to return to it at the conclusion of

the fellowship.

It seems to me that it is no" appropriate for Siegel to apply

for such a special fellowship if he wishes to do so. I would suppose that

it would be necessary for you to cable to him, indicat:i.ng the amount and

nature of the responsibility which the Institute is prepared to assume and

suggesting the possibility that the financial side could be supplemented

by a special fellowship, arrangements for "hich should be made with Dr.

Tisdale in Paris.
VeIY cordia1.ly,

Prof. Oswald Veblen
Institute for Advanced Study
Princeton, N.J.
1'1\'1: PH
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THE ROCKEFELLER FOUNDATION
49 WEST 49th STREET, NEW YORK

THE NATURAL SCIENCES
WAIt.1:H" WUVEIt, Olltl:CTOI.

rltANK: _LAlit HANlON, AUIITM"T D,,,ECTOIt

November IS, 1934

Dear Professor Veblen:

Inasmuch as the time is pressing, I heve cabled to Dr.Tisdale

in our Paris office the essentials of the proposal which you made the

other day over the telephone relative to Siegel. I have informed Dr.

Tisdale that the Institute proposes to sponsor a visit during the second

semester and the summer, within which time Siegel would deliver a short

series of lectures at the cooperating institutions. The Institute for

Advanced Study and Princeton are each prepared to contribute tsoo to

such a scheme, Columbia ~200, Duke University something between $100

and ~200, while it is probable that Chicago, New York University and

the University of Cincinnati will also wish to come in. Approximately

$2,000 is thus available from these sources, and it is suggested that

the Foundation fUrnish approximately 2,000 more.

The foregoine review of our conversation is essentially what I

have cabled to Dr.Tisdale, with the remark that the case almost quali-

fies for consideration under our deposed scholar category except for

the fact that the term and nature of the proposed apoointment do not

at all fit into that scheme. Dr. Tisdale will have available to him

reports of rather extended conversations whi h I had la~t month with
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both Prof. Weyl and Prof. Courant concerning Siegel. I Mve asked

Dr. Tisdale whether the Paris group would consider a special fellow-

ship or a tr~veling _rofessor~h·. in accordan e with the above ro-

>osal.

I think you know th t the de i"ion in ~uch a . tter, arisins

in the European .field, i.s arie by the group in Paris. I hav';! not

conveye' to them any recommendation of mine. Had I done so, it would

have been, quite frankly, a mixed recommendation. From the pint of

view of scientific interest and importance, I think a very strong sse

can be made for the man. On the other hand, 1I'e have never felt it

possible to go in very much for the ~cientific tour sort of activity.

Moreover, the sche<ll1le which is now ::>roposed, particularly since

Chicago is indefinite, involves a visit to only one pllice that could

reasonably be rated as a muthematical center of importance. The real

scienti~ic importan e of the visit, in other words, is largely concen-

trated in the fact th t Siegel will be at Princeton lind at the Institute.

It will be rlit.'1er hard to avo'd the notion that Princeton and the

Institute, if they really feel this visit to be a matter of first

importance, are themselves in a Dosi tion to handle it. I am saying

tllis you quite frankly, al thouah I have not conveyed any such gug-

estion to the Paris office.

As soon as I have word from ;)r. Tisdale I will cet in touch

with you.

Prof. Oswald Veblen
Insti. tute for Advanced Study
<'rinceton, N.J.

WW:PH
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