
/ 

Iv 

October 19, 1939 

J 

Dear Pro~e9sor Veblen. 

I have jUllt had /l. talk nth Morse on the subJ ct. . 

of r_. He, tells !lie he is perfeot1y ::a~.sf1ed with his present 

rOoa. which is adV1lJltageoull bot.h tor h1& end l!iss Blake. It 

brings him closer to the library and it caves 1185 Blake the 

neceeolty of going up an f!Xtra flljlt of flt&1.rs . The Glere fact 

tbat t)1e third-fioor .·ooa is handsollar Deema to him a .... 11 all 

to me soaetb.1ng that 1B not sui'ficiently UporUmt to over-b!Uanc. 

the coapactoelll which ald,ets under tho present arrange.ent. So 

we 'I'll! let ~he matter stand as it is until Baae ohang. ot oODdl-

tlons arises m1ch justifies a t"O-IIhuf'fiing of 1'OH8. 

~ •• oor a • ...u V.blen 
Ful4 Hall 
PrSaceteD. low 1m's., 

U/rtJ'I 

S1ncerely yaars . 

AIIN ,. ..... ,. , "'. C"X~, 

• 

, 

. , 
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October 13, 1939 

Dear Prof .. 80r Veblen . 
Profellsor fub1D1 ClUDe to see me this morning to P&1 hU 

respects. and in the ocurse of our conversation it dewloped that he 

• I ' 
might want 'to brlDg hia books to J'uld Hall and work hera. Inee....,.h 

liS there are lIeversl vacant 1'00118, I to1a him ~t I 1mB 91lI'e that 

there would be no obJect1aG to his IJOrld.D,g here rathar ,than {n FiDe 

\ Hall, where the, workera are mora llUI!leroua. ShoQld the apBca be 

required in the future for SOQ otbar purpose there will be DO dUfi­

culty aballt Qhang1ag the arrangeaent. 

I &111 wrtt1ag ;rOIl t!d.s becaWl8 I ,.uerstand that )'OIl are 

. 
to haft lU1 opportunlty to tsllt with you, t I wUl call f&1sa Blake 

and make an Ilppgintuumt that :1.11 IIIlltual.ly convea1.mt. 

Proteaaor OIWllld Veblea 
Iut1tllte tar Ad_eel 8\11d¥ 
l'r1nceton, In lerHT . 
AF/llCz 

Sincerely ~. 
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N.WCOM. CAIIL-TOH 
eMA._",," 0lII' TN. -..0 

Send ,.f..om.m, .......... ...iJ<d Io/Jo. tmn. •• back ho.of. which ... huo6g _'10 
-, , .,", /~ .,: -·--....:...-t=.'l.· .... ~a~.~·~~).tIlIl ..... -+~ 

-. , -, 

JrO_~IIDr~- qQr~SIOI~. ~~d~,.~·.r~D~!I~.r~ .. ~_,L-___ ~~_~ __ ~ ____ ~ ___ ~ __ ~_~~ __ ~~ 

Stre~t and No. · !!JI)()IJ.D : .. , 

Place niNljne. COJ1JI'l! .• lIAR . . ~~. 

rm.n BurL ~lI.Y ,.;m, JrDi.-
' ... :. . , . . ; ." .. 

/ 

•• , -
.. 

t - , 

-. 
THE QUlcXEsT, SUREST ANDSAl!EST WAY TO SEND KONEY 

IS BY TELEGRAPH OR CAm .. 
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ACcrG INFMN. 

TlM£ FILED 

'7' ~ f. 'B. IIIU8lIUJIDl 
~.. ~I~O"~~ ______ ~ __ ~ ____ ~.-____________________ ~ ________ ~ __ ~~ 
~ . _.. I 

• Streel and No. AJIIiU; JWJ.. ,W'''lIT at 1IlC1tt~ 
< P~c,~e_~ ___ Aa __ ~ ____ i_'O_L~- __ ~ ____ ~ ____________ ~ ________ ~ ____ __ 

........ HAl __ ow_ MOria 1'0111'101 1m 
• " I '"" ' -

1DJLD pm Ii JlIOIIlQ& 81'OP 
_. 

, 

., 
I . 

-, / 

, , , . -
, ~~~~~------~----------~~----------.-------------------------------------~ 

Sender", add=. THE QUICKEST. SUREST AND SM"EST WAY TO SEND MONE;Y Sender""el"",., .. 

\ /0, "'.,.,.,. IS BY TELEGRAPH OR cABLE. .....6a 
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tlay 17 f 19119 

lit .... PJoot •• l5OI' V.\IlAtat 

III aocordallc. 1d th TOur "qUet. I ... sodiDe 

J'01l iba iNdeet. for 19tis...li4O ot the School lit ~tbiillfit.ieo WI 

ap~ '" the Bud,et. a-J.t.tee 1<8 follows I 

s.w.an •• 
(iacludiJII 111 ... or 8uccessor, 
6 •• e1etaBta ~f800.00. 

NId 11 bruial! ill 1IIId1 tiOl! t.o 
replnr et&rt) 

T.acnere IDSIU' ce and Annuity AS.~Qi-
OJ. t.iaa 0 (' AMvioa 

Technical AsslatcDce 
Sts.~e 

.bID&la of 1I,·tll_t1ca 
lIath~t1c.u Plibl1catjjQQ 
S\&beorl.ptlan to AlltII"lcJlD )I., ih_ticaJ. 
Society . 

6ubnrlpt 011 to JOID'Ilal . r 8yabol.lc Loc1o 
Contribution to hll. Ihll 

4,500.00 
400.00 

17,500. 00 
2,'/50.00 

WO. OO 

200.00 
lOO . VO 

3. 000. 00 
. ,,12W,789'9!a 

I shIlll Il}'PreclL.'t,e ~t if you ... :a destroy the 

1I8itor1lDdU8 I ..... Tou retllrd.1a& tb8 rz ..... d badaet thll otb~ dq • . 

.. 

Prot .. _ 0. .. VelJlerl 
68 BatU. Road ­
Pr1Dce~f Nell' J~sq . 

. , 

P. 6. nw lett<.:r rac.;ru1n, ),our alSlI~..,t 
fur noxt )'{l1U' 1I'a8 Dot 10at. iJr . neXDf!J' 
baa alreudT dloutad a reply. 

h,S.B. 
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DQar Professor Vablaul • 

Va recalYerl your Dot~ of 
I 
M6.rch 18 r gnrd10C Il 6t~ t or Dr. lULla11 Ii. F'lllJUlar. The &IIOuot 1s 

'not stated. 6Dd I ... oDder 1t' it show.d bll ~.ilOO. 116 he is aarrhd. HoweYer. 

I ' ttle JanUar,y .... ting of the Bo.!il'd o t' 'l'l"UlItao6 onl7 ~7.500 De authorized, 
I . 

aDd liS :yet the freull~ .. r haa DO t indica1;ed th.\t " Lrgel' .(;UIS will be avaUabl •• 

~ CQ:lIlIllta6ota f or 1»3::1-1940 1;0 data II.N as f oHows, if -r 

records are correcta 

"-rlcllI1 ..... tb_tie '· l Sool.et;y 
Dr. ~urt Gldel 
Prof. G..rrett 61r',clloCr 
}To r . PaW. A. Sat th 
llr • . V ;oQ tic B: >l'gildDQ 

Prof. Step!:!.lln C. Ueene 
Prut. 1IeJU7 1I..r&1I%Itl.1I 
~. W \8r K. &lobe 
Pruf. B. ~l. f>aith 

~,5OU . 0 . 
4, 000.00 -
4,076.00 It 
2.500.00 or ,g.8§8:B8 
1 , :'00.00 ' 
1,250.00 

800.00 
1, 00.00 

The bIllanoe 111 tbus 1,6'111.00 unless Professor PaUl A • . Salth rea S811 260.00 

Pro.t88&en' OswaleS 'able 
P1De &ll 
Pr1JlcetGD, .. ~ JU'8!'7 

EBB 

E8THE" 8. I!SAflAT 

, . 
I 
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• 

fep~ 14. 193 

I have ,.Our3 or the t hirteenth r",~rQ1ng f1u-t -"r rOOll 

•• s~t •• It .eus to _ th",t the rQt). on t ne flr at f'loor IIEll'ked 

•• ~1etaDt could be .lsicD8d to Professor ~er. Tne adjo1n1zc 

ee.1 nar rooa could be cut in two no .. a to bave t wo .. Unt rOuE for 

conte_e •• 

All to visltors, 1 belleve .. OUiht to walt until the r "turns 

We are DOt ,.et sure that Gedel 

wW be u.. tor "'- t.a.J. ,.ear, but we are sure tIL.. t Blr.dlof'i' .W be 

bere oulT balt a Tear. for the t1ae be~ I be11eve we bave ,one •• 

fer 1n det1n1te " sicn-nte for the matheantic1!i!ls lUI .. C.Jll cO until 

.e bave -ad. eure that the yer.aDent starfs in the oth .r 8cbocls are 

taken care or. Then we shall haVd t o ~~ the beat poselb1e uae of 

the epace that 1s left. 

I did IIOt understand that .. wer" 10 11& to have a f'uL.-tiM 

llbrarl~ • • t. the O\I~et. - !£' th re 16 not profess ional libnrian, 

there will be auotb r v&cAllt. r oa at our d1 poeal. , 
AllES. 

Prot.nOS' 0 .. '!3 'elll_ 
l1ae Hall, i'!'lDCe\oD, II . ;[. 

ABRAHMA FLEXNER 

\ 
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copy .>o~ ir . nE:a"R 

Fr om lett er of February 13 , 1939 , fr om O. Veblen to K. Gadel 

I sa glad to hear that you haft aooeptod the inT1tatlon tor 

nen year. and I haft o~ with Dr. Fl.XDer abollt the queat10n 1Ih10h 

you rai .. d. Ilb .U£S .. t11111. with whioh I agree, h t.hat it _uld be 

but to di .ou .. t h1. probl_ wb.n you atop ott heN Den eprin J tlDd 

in the meantbe 1t would be bett.r for )IOu not to make u,. c1et1D1te 

00111111 tment •• 

llr. FinDer aleo alAthori ... q to .. ,. thld: t heN will be a 

rooa a .... Uabl. 1'or lOU in the n_ b1.1lldtnr;, wtdoh _ .lIp.ot will be 

read,. nen IIU~. 
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THE IN.:.TITUTE FOR ADVANCED STdDY 

SCHOOL OF MATHEMATICS 

FINE HALL 

PRINCETON, N EW JERSEY February 13. 1939 

Dear Doctor Flexner: 

!lay I submit the following remarks about the rooms in Fuld Hall : 

1. Should not a room be assi~ed to Dr . Walther Mayer? 

2. Four rooms at the four corners of the Fine Hall library were 

reserved as talking roams rooms to which users of the library could ad-

journ for conversation. They have proved to be very useful for the purpose 

intended. and also have made it much simpler and easier to maintain quiet in 

the library itself. It is possible not only to require silence in the libra-

ry. but also to point out that there is a definite place in which necessary 

conversations can be held. The rooms have been retained for their original 

purpose in spite of many requests that they be used for other purposes . In 

Fuld Hall. on the second floor at -the east end of the library. the room which 

in my copy of the plans is labeled Seminar. was inte~ded for a talking room) 

and also one of the two rooms at the west end of the library.- either the one 

pext to the librarian's room or the one labeled Assistant . 

3. Already three stipends have been granted to mathematicians of 

\ 

such eminence that they ought if possible to have rooms in Fuld Hall; namely, 

G8del. Paul A. Smith. and Garrett Birkhoff . 

Dr. Abraham Flexner 
P. O. Box 631 
Princeton. N.J. 
OV:GB 

Yours sincerely, 

()~V~ 
Oswald Veblen 
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Februa ry 10, 1939 

Dee r Profea80r Veblen. 

r Thank you for your very lucid sccount of the aituation in r eepect 

to the proP08ed international journal of matheaatics, which I ehall forwerd 

to Yr. Fosdick. It eeeraa to lIIe perfect in f ol'll and content. 
\...-

I spoke with both Johnnie ~nd Morse a 6 well &8 you yeeterday on 

the room question. It 8ee188 to 1116 thet the matheasticians a re taldng hold 

of t.he probl8JII by the wrong end: A1J. we cen pos sibly do e t this tae i8 to 

s8s1en roou tentatively to the pe rmanent s taff. I have no way of knowing 

nOIf whother the p6r1i1anent s taff of one or another of the three schools llAy 

not incresse within· the next year. If so, I l118.y r etai n my of fice here or 

go to &'J Alexander Street. I am (!uite indifferent a8 to flhere I am. 

There ere .other pO.1nh. If the. penasnent etaff in· aath_tic. 

is dllltributed over three floors, IUss Blake aay have to go up and down two 

flight. of ateps for the purpose of reaching whoeve r happens to be on the 

third floor. which wow11 in'YOlve 110 greet an inconvenience and 1088 of tt.. 

118 to outbahnc& the aportance of 8 third window. There are hWllln .e •• 11 

aa other consideration. that Wilt not be lost eight of - coapactn .... eaae 

of acce •• of aeabere within the several achoole and eaey accea. to booka 

being very important UIOIlI th_. 
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ProfesBor Veblen Febnaal7 10, 1939 2 

I think the _theaaticians l:I8.y have also lost aiiibt of anoth~r 

point. The _theaatical ,roup haa undoubtedly brouGht to this oount17 soae 

very great figures in the field of aetheaatics, but tile other two groups 

have done likewise in their fi elds. ' ror eya.ple, hardly had the appointment 

of SteWlfll·t and Warren been announced ' when we received word that· Henry Clay, 

financial adviser to the Bank of Engl €nd, 8n~ Prof essor J ewkes, prof9sEor 

in the University of Menches t er, "ho hes recent l y Ill"de a ~€rsonill at.udy in 

Russia, were coming to Princeton f or two Months. Thi~ morning I received 

a l etter from an Oxford profes$or. formerly a professor at Vienna . to the 

effect that he also Is co.ing. The silllIe thing has happened in tbe School 

of Huaan1stic Studies with Illen like Wads-4ery., None of these men i. 8S 

. 
great as Bohr, but they out-top other!! who are ,not in t.he 88,.e cla:lI; 8S 

Bohr. Bee-idea, most visit.ore stay a lLlIited p-.; riod. Hence we cannot now 

say that there .ill be three or four or f ive roolllS for distinguished mathe-

_ticl6Da. The one thing we can say Is tha t when we are confronted with 

the neceasity of providing for diatinguished visitors, fo r a week, a month. 

two months. or a year, .. e will do ever / thing in our ?D' .. ",r in the fut.ure as 

we h~ve in the past to make suit&ble arranGements for thea. 

Plesse let Professor Morse see this lett er, f or I do not wish 

him to feel t hat I have arbitrarily overrUled anyone. 

I ~ay add that, unfortunately, in dealing with the hUAanist.& 

"e shall have to scat te r them, but this is due to con viderc; tions beyond any-

one'e control, f or the requireaents of 'Meritt, Lo~e , and Herzfeld are such 

that if we had ?ut them in one building it would have i nvolved new plane fo r 

the entire s t ructure. 

Eye l' sincerely, 

A,IilRAH r~ ,'.'1 F L EXN£ft 
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THE INSTITUTE FOR AoVANCED STUDY 

SCHOOL OF llATH£MA.TlCS. nNE B.Al.L 

PRINCETON, NEW JERSEY 

February 9, 1939 

Dear Doctor Flexner: 

I enolose herewith the letter which you re-

quested tUs morning . In case you wish to use it with 

Mr . Fosdick, I should be very glad to revise it as your 

experience and wisdom may suggest. 

With many thanks for your help in this matter, 

Dr. Abraham Flexner 
P . O. Box 631 
Princeton , N.J. 
OV:GB 

Yours sincerely, 

O~tu-. 
Oswald Veblen 
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THE iNSTITUTE FOR ADVANCE STUDY 

SCHOOL OF MATH EMATICS 

FINE HALL 

PR INCETON, NEW JERSEY 

January 31 . 1939 

Dear lirs . Bai ley: 

May I su ggest. in response to your letter of 

, 
January 30, that the resume of my remarks be 1IJIlended 

to read as follows: 

\ \ 

"Professor Veblen. vdllle agreeing in 
the main (particul arl y with the strong emphasi s 
on t he autonomy of the three schools ) . thought 
that occasional faculty meetings would be ad­
vantageous, inasmuch as t hey would fami l iar ize 
all members of the faculty with matters concern­
ing the lnsti tute as a who Ie . It 

Yours 

OSY'al d Veblen 

Mrs . Esther S. Bailey 
P. O. Box 631 
Pr inceton . N. J . 
OV:GB 
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I haw preparecl. the. follow1ll& b.1er 

et.e~' or tile raau'u III!Cle by y~u at the lu' 

. . 

~ ehall appreoia\e it i t' r aay haYa thoa s>roaptly 

... ror e \he ai.a~. U8 aiMocra,p4eo.. . , 

) \ 
"i?zooteuaol' 'abl.e:!. whUe q1'&l61Dc 

ill the lII..lJJi ti lfJ~t. tohA. occali1oaa.l tIlCU.1.'" 
_t1llc1l 1IOuld ... adytt.D~"OUl$ _Ci&8I1UOh lUI 
they wo'1ud tIia1U.,l'1Z8 c.ll 1IMbe1'!! ct the 
tacul'y -;1~ .''tere ot' P1'Ot!:Naa.'; 

ESTHER 8. BAlLIIII 

p,.r •• 601' O.~Ald Vablea 
68 Ba\tle Road ' 
PI'.1aceton. llew JerM1 

• 

, 
, . 
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January 30, 19,39 

Dear Professor Veblen. 

1 would euggest thr, t in the near future the .. th_tical 

"-
group BboulQ aeet to discuss the way in which it CBn kae~ up its 

) acUve l'el&tionahip with the Princaton liIa tbelllli.tical group after J'uld 

Hall is 'ready for occupation . I.hen j-OU COLle to a conclusion I ahal.l 

be happy to talk with &lly one or mora of you Viho ... y be cherged with 

axplaininK your ideas. 

~ere are two points which it Eieellts to lie IltU6t not 00 lost 

sight of. There is no pDsliibili ty that liIe .. ill be ficiillcially in , 
position next year to vrovida at riLld Hall ' l 1brary f acilities - p~rhap. 

not even library facilitie" of a llIeagre IiOrt . Hence any arrl>J:lgeeent 

'lldopted lIIUst keep in mind the possibility of utilising the library of 

'ine Hsll to about the same extent to which it is now UIIed. 

!he other point ie the iaportance to our group, tlS to the 

Pl'inceton Croup,' of preserving the functional unity of the two groupe. 

When you hava set tled &IIOng yourselves' and consulted, with 
> 

aa about the way in which th.ee two prohla.a can be met 1 .111 arranc_ 

\ '?\. ·and.& IIiU h ..... a conference with hill. (1) 

Ever sinoereq J 

A6RAHAM FLEXNU 

• 
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THE I NSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY 

SCHOOL OF lfA.THE.K.A.T1CS. 11H£ HALL 

PRINCETON, NEW JERSEY 

October 6, 1938 

Dear Doctor Flexner, 

I have a letter from Professor T. Y. Thomas 

(J{athematics Department, University of California at 

Los Angeles) offering the Institute a number of vol-

umes of the Physioal Review for its library. I think 

he would appreciate it very much if you should write 

him a note accepting the gift. The books are already 

in Fine Hall, and Vie can take cere of them here. 

Dr . Abraham Flexner 
P. O. Box 631 
Princeton , N.J. 
OV,llB 

Yours sincerely, 

(j~~~ 
Oswald Veblen 
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KEEWAYDlN CLUB 
-' I~/'p/".,. . 7/",.;-1" 

II 'I-c..-__ • '1 J 1 
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Dear Professor Veblen : 

129 Kline Hoad 

Ithaca, N~w York 

January 4 , 1939 

I have spoken to Dean Ogden and Professor Carver 

(chairman of the mathematics department) about a leave of absence 

for next year t o take a fellowship at Princeton and they both seem 

aympathetic to the idea on the basis that i t shall be Witilout pay, 

though i t will not prejudice my right to a sabbatic later should 

I wish to take it. So this being the case, I shall if you so advise, 

apply formally to the President f or l eave of absence. 

I am very g rateful to you and the other members of the 

Mathematics Department f or giving me this opportunity and I shall 

try to make the mo~t of it . 

Hoping that you and Mrs . Veblen will have a very happy 

New Year, 

Sincerely yours, 

(Signed) Will i am W. Flexner 
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• December 12, 1938 

Dear Professor Veblen I 

Thank you f or yours of the 9th. Don't f ear, you are 

not addlng to my cares. There ill no r eason ilhy at the neJ< t meeting 

of the Building Committee the situation ss r espects the Instit ute 

. lots should not be reviewed if you choose to bring it up. Tne 

number of lotll sold Is so f ew.and the conditions under which they 

are BOld 1i0 highly special - for e~am,)le, every deed contains a 

r ecapture clause - tha t 1 should not think we ere in danger of 
, 

injuring the market, but~ as I have said , don t hesitate to ·bring 

the matter up for discussion at a meeting. 

There ~ in Professor rtheel er's caRe t his also to be 

saidl he has been a member of the Institute, ~nd he is getting 

a lot much smaller than the other lots around the driveway. 

Professor Oswald Veblen 
Flne HaU 
Princeton, Rew Jersey 

Ever sincerely, 

. ~ FLEXN Eft 
~8RA HA" 
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( 
THE H-l"STITUTE FOR ADVANCED .::.fUDY 

SCHOOL OF MATH EMATICS 

FINE HALL 

PRI N C ETON, NEW J ERSEY 

December 9, 1938 

~ar Doctor ~lexner : 

I don 't doubt that you are right abo"t the policy with 

regard to the building lots having been agreed to at a meeting of 

the BuilGing Committee . Fevertheless it seems to me that it 

would be desirable to discuss some aspects of the problem as it ex-

ists at the present time . There is the question , among others , 

as to the terms on wt~ch lots should be disposed of to outsiders . 

For example, lots on Battle Road are worth between ~5000 and .1 ,0 0 

each. Is it advisable to 'go substantially belm,. the market price? 

The public reaction to this will be quite different when the pur-

chaser is a member of the Institute from what it woul d be if he 

"mre en outsider. 

I don't Trent t o add to your cares, but I think it pos-

sible that future embarrassment might be avoided by a little more 

discussion of the procedure whi ch is contemplated . 

ur . Abraham Flexner 
1' . l • Box 631 
Princeton , :. J. 
OV:GB 

Yours 
sincere{j~ (A 

Qswald Veblen 
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Dear ?rof assor Vebl erll 

Dr. Fl~ banded tho enelo.ad l etter 
I 

to _ Just. ootON be lef t. far his Chr1.!ltJaa.s yacat.1cn 

If you ... sh to 

aelmowledge it DOW or haYe lAiss Bls.Jta ackllo ledge 1\. 

hs e."prCI'IFUfI o£ your sqing theot. it will be brvught 

to h1.s at.t.eDtiQII ~ h1.s J'I:ltUIU to ?rinc ... loca about. 

the a1ddle of. ~ lAUIU'7. 

?ro!ussar Oswald Veblen 
Fine &ll 
PrincetOll. )1sw J~::J.7 

ESB 

, 

A.IiRAH AM FLEXN£R 

• 

• 
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ACC'rG INFMN. 

TIME FILED 

--~ __ IIIi,"'BI' __ .... ~.r:_lIiIIllI.J-___ 19_-- ," 

To Nam 

Street and No, ftnn,t t:c'l! JaW 

Place' C ... IMI (JEUID) 
, .. " .. '.,"D' tW!p'WAID I Hap we, -, IDB r<?'!"'.mp'xp! . 

Sender', aJJru3 
/01 re/ermsc 

) 

, ' 

!Un ,, -
-- 9 

1 d" , -

.. ~ 
! 1 

" 

I 
, , 

i I 
WESTERN UNION GIFT ORDERS ARZ-APPROPRIATE GIFTS \' 

, FOR ALL OCCASIONS. - : 

, , 

Records of the Office of the Director / Faculty Files / Box 32 / Veblen, Oswald 1938-1939 
From the Shelby White and Leon Levy Archives Center, Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, NJ, USA



-
• 

• 

Dece~ber 7, 1938 

Dear Professor Veblenl 

The uestion raised i3 your proposed note of December 6 to 

IIr. Maass, a COp-.f of .hieb you sent llIe , lOBS, unless my memory is terribly 

at fault, decided when .Mr. BIllCk laid out the plot upon 'ofhich Keritt and 

the others have built, namely, that it is in the highcst degree desirable 

that SQlll8 Princeton University people £r.d preferably some tOlOnspeople also 

should Le pennitted to build th&re if lund is svailahl~ , in order that we 

might not have a solid block of Institute people living in 5ueb close 

contact. IIrs. Bailey r ecalls th~t you were abzen t from ons ~eeting of the 

Building CollUldttee, and it is probable th;· t this ciecision was r eached at 

that meeting. 

As a matter of fact, I have "fter cO::lImunicnting .. ith IIr. Wasss 

and IIr. Bamberger informed Professor Wheeler of the Department of Pbysics 

that he can have the piece of ground between Panofsky's house and Saunder's 

houss, which has been made available by !l re-survey of the p~perty at the 

COI:ller. 

If you know of any Institute professor who would like to acquire 

one of the lots please tell hill1 to COl!l£ljunicate with me, .for of course we 

will be happy to accommodate our own people in preference to anybody else, 
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Professor Veblen Deceaber ~, 193~ - 2 -

though I hope that with the n~w lote _de available by Lareon'e new road \ 

we aball get a sprinkling of University people and towuepeople in the develop-

aent also. 

Prof essor Oswald Veblen 
Fine Hall 
Princeton,. Kew J erlley 

Ar/MCE 

, 

Ever lIi-racerely, 

flli?RAHAM FLEXN£ft 

• 
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THE ~NSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED .,TUDY 

SCHOOL OF MATHEM ATICS 

FINE HALL 

PRINCETON, NEW J ERSEY 

November 30 , 1938 

Dear ctor Flexner : 

I have j ust received t he enc losed letter from the head 

of the 1!e.thematics Depar tment at Brookl yn College Vii t h regar d t o 

Dr . Wi llem J . van Stockum, vmose present addr ess is 948 East 19th 

street , Brooklyn , N.Y. I shoul d the r efore like to recommend , in 

accordance wit h 0 p r evious conversati on , t hat Dr . van Stockum be 

appointed a s my assi stant f or the second term of the present a ca-

demic year, with a sal ary for t hi s period of ;1000 . Thi s i s a 

lit tle more than half of t he standar d salary, but I think it i s 

j u stifi ed by the additional expense whi ch Dr . van Stockum will be 

under, and by the fact that he i s already engaged , and wil l during 

the Christmas vacation be engaged , i n preliminary work on his new 

duties . 

Dr . Abr aham Flexner 
P. O. Box 631 
Princeton , N. J . 
OV :GB 

Yours Sincerely , 

O~tI~ 
Oswal d Veblen 
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( 

lIROOKLYli COLLEGE 

Bedford ATenUB and ATenus H 

Professor Oswald Veblen 
Institute for Advanced Stu~ 
Princet on, New Jersey 

!f;y dear Veblen: 

BrooJcqn, N. Y. 

November 29, 1938 

I am happy to be able to inform you that the President of 

Brooklyn College is willing to reoommend that Dr. Van Stookllm be 

granted a leaTe of absenoe, for one term starting January 23, 1939. 

It is merely a formality for the Board of Higher Education to ratit.y 

this reoommendation. This will in no way effect 'lf1¥ pren.ous reoQll-

IIIBndation for his advancement here at Brooklyn College. I trust 

that the delay in securing this arrangement has not caused you al\Y 

inoonvenienoe oonoerning Van Stookllm's appointment at the Institute 

for Advanced Study 

Yours sinoerely, 

(Signed) Harris F. 1IaoNe1sh 
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Dear Profe.lI~r Veblen. 

I have your two l,etten of 1I0velllber- 22 8IId 2,3, the tint 111 regard 

" to Fub1lli, Blrkhort, aDd Smith. You may recall that the Budget eo..1ttee 

\ 

advlIed ~at any runda DOt ueed for th~ 8peciflc ~8~ for whicn they were ­

appropril!-ted-4lhQbld be returned to the treaaury. aDd a aaall IIIIIOunt of .all Y 

has thl. ;year been turned back. - 1 -8hall, however, ask r. Le1de8dorf aD4 -

1ndeed uree h1a to Wahe th1e polllt, for I think that under eXiatillg coadi tlC!lla 

we c~t be too technical. I .e Qon t ~ .-ant the Goverruoent of England -or of 

I'I'II!Ice or an;y other countq to be too technlcal in dealing with thtiae peo'Pl~, 
\ 

and nelther ahould we be,ln tq jwigaeht. I shall let ;yo.u know the reault in 

, 

_~\ rubln!' II ca8e at the be&1nn1ng of next week, for I sa to lIee Ilr . Le1deedorf on 

lIoDday. 

/ 

-, 

Of cour8e, I approve of the ection r ecouended in the cuea of 

B1rldloff and BII1th. In writS.ni theta I ehould, however, word the letter a l1ttle 

different fro. your word1ng. I should' -oot aa.y, 'We hope to off er lIi1penda in c .. e 

funds becoae aVllilabl.e. 1 I I5hould aa;y definitely that you wioh to in'l'1t~ thea, 
. , -
but lnaallah .. the Board will IIOt act Upon the queation of aUpenda lI!Itil Jam&ar7, 

'ou cannot aalte ~ poaiUve ' atateaent until atter the _ .. tine of the Board OD 

Januaq 23. 

All to Lukaca, I leaft the matter eatirely in the hUIQ et tile .tbeutioe1 
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I 
O.V. 2 

,roup. Prote880r !lne-te~ ~ Ter,y llttle, bitt, .. you know, it. 18 IQ' po1¥7 
. I 

to be IUided ent1relT b,r the wbh.s of the IJ'OUP ~_YIIr it 1e poNtbl •• 

J.e to Douche, 1 did not encoura,e hiJII to bel1eYe that the group would , 
annt b1ll a stipend. I ~id what I alwaya say, that the grant in, of 1It1~nda 18 

in the banda of the .. the .. Ucal group. I do not believe that our r eBponBibUi1;J 

in tht. utter can be divided. Either the group .nat take it or..I'_t take it. Ir. 

• • . t' 

"Cannot have the unpleaNnt part of it on the ·shoulder. tD£ either one or the other. 

'1'h&ret~re whenover I aa a~rOached, wh'~.r it 18 Bohr or Dougl ••• I have cons1etet\tl.)' 

referred the matt"r to .the group involved and followed the1r reco endations . I 
. I' 

explained to Profeaaor Douclaa th8:t I bad no initiative in the .. t tef.. OD the 

other hand, I wea undoubtedly S)'1ilp8thetic with b1a as I Im.w ·h. had been in bad 

health, and it la quite po.alble that he read _1'8 in 110' WOrdB than 1 Interided to . . ,. . , . 
convey or ~ I re8~ could be held to convey. I would BUHeet that you ~ay to 

h im that the whole .. t ter of atipends 111 in a state of fiwr and , that on account at 

the uncertain financial condition in the country the appropriation for 1939-1940 
) 

Uauau.y lIBde in the autumn cannot be IIIBde until J anuar,y and that th1e year' s funds 

are eyhaueted. Under no circum-tance. would I wlah the aatheaetical group· to 

~e any ellbtment of funds which dl d not represent their aincere deslre and 

judgeent. 

Ith all good rimes, 

J Profeaaor Oawald Veblen 
1'1ns Hall . 
Prlnceton, New Jersey 

U.ESB 

Sincerely yours , 
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THE ~NSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED ciTUDY 

SCHOOL OF MATHEMATICS 

FINE HALL 

PR INCETON, NEW JERS EY I'ovember 23 . 1938 

Dear Doctor Flexner: 

Prof'essor Douglas came to me yesterday saying that he had con-

8Ulted you about t he possibility of' a stipend f'or the second term of' this 

year . He indicated that you thought it was possible to grant such a sti -

pend. and t h at you were inclined to f'avor it. but ref'erred him to me . I 

was surprised because I had understood that the f'inanoial situation would 

preclude any but the ~ost urgent request. and I told him that I would con­

sult you again bef'ore taking up the question with my colleagues . 

Tr~ problem is complicated by the f'act that Douglas is seeking 

f'or -any possible means of' attaching himself' permanently to the Institute . 

While he is in my opinion a very good mathematician. as I have already 

\ written to you . I should not f'avor giving him a permanent appointment be­

cause (1) I think that VIe could i'ind sCientii'ically better candidates . and 

(2) I think that his instabil i ty of character would cause Us unending trouble 

in the f'uture . On the other hand I want to be careful. since he is very 

sensitive. to do nothing to wound his f'eelings Or to hinder h is scientif'ic 

career . (The fact is t hat he would have gone under long ago had it not 

been for the help which your brother Simon and I managed to get for him 

through the National Research Fellowship Board. ) If it were not for the 

certainty that he would regard it as an entering wedge. I should like very 

much to see him receive a stipend . 

J!.ay I speak with you soon and get your advice before anything 

else is done? 

Dr . Abraham Flexner 
P . O. Box 631 
Prin(\eton I ' • J • 
OV:GB 

Sincerely yours . 

O~rA 
Oswald Veblen 

P. S . I should certai nly pref'er to use any small amount of 

money that might be availabl e . f'o r Professor Fubini . or fo r same similar 

purpose . 
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THE I~~TITUTE FOR ADVANCED 5'1 JDY 

SCHOOL OF MATHEMATICS 

FINE HALL 

PR INCETON. NEW JERSE Y November 22 . 1938 

Dear Doctor Flexner : 

There was a meeting of the mathematical professors of the In­

stitute this morning from which come the following recommendations: 

1. r.e have received from Professor Levi- Oivita a letter sug­

gesting that Professor Guido Fubini . formerly of Turin (vmose address n~ 

is Albany Rotel. 202 Rue de Rivoli . Paris) be invited to the Institute as 

a temporary member for the r emainder of the present academic yeax. Pro­

.fessor Fubini is character ized by Levi- Civita as the leading analyst of 

Italy Lf'ter Volterra (Volterra is no .... an extremely old man) . It was 

generally agreed that Fubini is a mathematician of very hi!;h distinction . 

who would be a real addition to our group . It was decided to request you 

to issue this invitation if any funds can be found which axe available for 

the purpose . "fe think that such an amount as 500 or perhaps 750 might 

possibly serve. Professor Fubini ' s wife and two sons are with him in 

Paris . 

2-3 . It Was also agreed to make tvro recO!llmendations for sti-

pends for next year. contingent of course on the funds becoming actually 

avai l able. In both cases it is desirable to communioate our intention 

to the candidates in question as soon as possible, because they axe mak-

ing their arrangements fo r next yeax . (2) The. first of these is Garrett 

Birkhoff , who was to have had a stipend this year, but postponed it on ac­

count of his marriage. lie now would like to have a stipend for the sec-

ond half of 1939- 40 on the fifty- fifty basis. I do not know what his 

salary is. but t.,e amount .. /Quld certainly be a reasonable one . (3) The 

other case is that of Professor Paul A. Smith of Columbia UniverSity. who 

is one of tr~ best of the younger topologists in tria country and a man 

whose work is closely related to that of Alexander . This also would 

oall for a reasonable amount from the Institute . What we should like 

would be t tAt you authorize me to write to these two men in general terms 
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Dr . Abraham Fle:mer - 2 November 22, 1938 

tl~t we hope to offer them stipends in case funds become available . 

4 . 

ferent sort . 

Finally, there is another recommendation of an entirely dif­

It is a proposal by Einstein to help a young mathematioian 

of only moderate distinction without bringing any financial responsibility 

upon the Institute . Dr . Euben Lukacs's wife is now in this country, hav-

ing been able to came with an Austrian passport. Eer husband, however , is 

a Hungarian citizen and v~s not able to get a passport on account of quota 

restrictions . The American Consul is ready to gi va him a visa if any kind 

of offioial- seeming justifioation for it is available . Einstein's sugges-

( tion is that tti s man should write to us applying in the usual way for ad­

mission as a member; and that in response he should receive the usual in-

vitation to beoome a temporary member. Dr . Lukacs wrote a good disserta-

tion for hi s Ph. D. , but is not a man whom we would offer a stipend or any 

I other financial assistance . Nevertheless, we recommend that Einstein's 

plan be carried out . 

sponsibility. 

It will involve the Institute in no finanoial re-

I shell be very glad to explain any of these matters further if 

you so desire. 

Dr. Abraham Fl eY.Iler 
P. O. Box 631 
Princeton, J! .J. 
OV:GB 

Yours sincerely, 

O~, .. lJ{/A 
Oswald Veblen 
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October 17, 1938 

Dear Professor V.blen. 

Of aoarse I .. delighted to have Douglaa 

enrolled aa a _bar of the Iasti tute for the present 

year. I do not .ee how we caD do uy~about a 

salary or p8rM!1ellCe .. 8 _ber, thoush 1IO~ 

would give 118 greater pleasure thaD to endorse It 

grant for a lW ted t1aa 1n his behalf. I hllve -had 

a note f~ hill thb IIOrDing and he 1. COII1iIg over 

to lIee lie in the ve17 near f'uture. I re.eaber very 

cl8ll1'13 hi. previ~ v1s~t ( 0 Princeton and the high 

eete~ in whioh he waa held by the _bere of the 

group. 

Ever --aincertll7, 

Pl'Ofessor O.wald Veblen 
Fine Hall -
Princeton, lew Jer.~ 
g/ll.C1. 

AIiRAHAM FLEXN£ft 
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THE It-..jTITUTE FOR ADVANCED S L uDY 

SCHOOL OF MATHEMATICS 

FINE HALL 

PRINC ETON. NEW J ERSE Y ootober 14, 1938 

Dear Dootor Flexner: 

A couple weeks ago Professor Jesse Douglas , who Was a temporary 

member of the Institute in 1934-5, turned up here in Fine Hall and told me 

that he was intending to spend some time in Princeton continuing his math­

ematical work. I welcomed him, and Eisenhart did also offering him the 

privileges of the Professors' Room, which he has been using since then. 

I On Wednesday he gave the opening leoture of the year at the Mathematical 

Club, and did it extremely well. Douglas has been a member of the Math­

ematics Department of the Massaohusetts Institute of Technology, but a 

couple of years ago he had to stop his work beoause of a nervous breakdown. 

Since then he has been on leave of absence recuperating at hi s home in 

Brooklyn. I was therefore very much pleased to see him returning in a 

good state of health. 

Some days ago he came to me with the suggestion that he would 

like to be on the list of temporary members of the Institute. I said I 

should be glad to recommend that he be added to our list, but in-

quired about 

said that he 

his status at the Massachusetts Institute of Technology. He 

supposed that by this time they must have engaged other people 

to carry his work. As a result of this oonversation he wrote to Professor 

Phillips, and yesterday oame to me again with the reply from Phillips, a 

oopy of which I enolose hereVlith. I am sure that what Phillips says is 

perfeotly sinoere, beoause I have heard essentially the same opinion about 

lJouglas expressed by Phillips and Compton and Wiener, all of whom have a 

high regard for his scientific merits. 

After reading this letter I told Douglas that I should now be 

/ 

glad to reoommend that he be enrolled in our list for the present year. 

He then said that what he really wants is to become in some way a permanent 

member of the Institute, and asked whether I didn't think that he had better 
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Dr. Abraham Fle:xner - 2 Ootober 14, 1938 

talk with you quite frankly about that. His idee, is that he would not ask 

for any except a very small salary, but he states that he likes all the con­

ditions of work here, and is so completely devoted to his research that he 

would value the scientific opportunity above everything else . I told him 

that I thought it extremely unlikely that he would get a favorable response 

from you, sinoe you had had similar applications from a great many very emin­

ent scientists and had always been inflexible in sticking to your program for 

developing the Institute . After discussing the question further we agreed 

that the best plan would be for him to write and ask you for an interview, 

and for me in the meantime to warn you of the circumstances . I told him 

that I would make no recommendation whatever . 

I em writing you at length about these cir cumstanoes because I 

hope that you will talk over Douglas's whole problem with him, and give him 

the benefit of your advice. 

able and pleasant, and he is 

voted to his scientific work. 

Dr. Abraham Fle:xner 
P. O. Box 631 
Princeton, lil. J . 
OV:GB 

Throughout our discussion he VnLS very reason­

real l y an extremely good mathematician and de -

Yours Sincerely, 

O~VL 
Oswald Veblen 
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COP Y 

MASSACHUSETTS INSTITUTE OF TECHNOLOGY 

Professor Jesse Douglas 
Nassau Tavern 
Princeton, N. J. 

Dear Professor Douglas, 

October 11, 1938 

In reply to your letter asking about the possibility of 
keeping your name on our records 90S on "leave of absence": I 
am sorry to say the catalogue has already appeared without your 
name) to put it back on the list would require that the Executive 
Committee take the rather extraordinary action of reappointing 
you with a status of "absent on leave". I have talked with Dean 
Prescott about tre matter and we do not think such action would 
help much in getting you a position elsewhere. It seems to me 
the best we could do is to loyally back you for such a position, 
accompanying this action with a frank statement of the situation. 
That, as I understand it, is briefly as follows: 

We consider you one of the ablest mathematicians in the 
United states and the best lecturer on Analysis we have had. As 
a member of this department you were entirely cooperative and 
had the goodwill of all of us. 

Since you left, other young men have been brought into the 
department using for that purpose the appropriation formerly 
made for your salary. To bring you back, it would be necessary 
to get a new appropriation . With all the departments demanding 
more than the Institute can giVe and our own needs adequately 
provided for, such action would be exceedingly difficult to obtain. 
Consequently, the best we can do is to help you in every way we 
can to get a position elsewhere which corresponds in rank and 
salary to your real attainments and distinction. In the mean­
time, we are all delighted to hear of your improvement in health. 

I am sending, under separate cover, two copies of the 
February 1936 Journal about which you inquired sometime ago. 

Very Sincerely yours, 

H. B. ffiILLIPS 
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THE Il';':)TITUTE FOR ADVANCED S ~ UDY 
SCHOOL OF MATHEMATICS 

FINE HALL 

PRINCETON. NEW JERS EY October 11, 1938 

Dear Doctor Flexner: 

I have just received your note of October 7, and will turn 

the volumes of the Physical Review from Tracy Thomas over to Miss 

Blake to care for. 

Since our telephone conversation some time ago I have done 

nothing further about the question of an assistant. There is no one 

among the recipients of stipends who would be specially useful to me, 

and, indeed, at the present time the only candidate who occurs to me as 

suitable is Mr . van stockwn, whom I have already mentioned to you . He 

is now in the employ of the Prudential Insurance Company, but dislikes 

that kind of work and would like to get into academic work. He is the 

son of a Dutch father and an Irish mother, educated in Canada and Great 

ilritain. He is very presentable and will be 

ing would fit him very exactly for my work. 

any communication with him since last spring. 

easy to place. ·s train­

I have not seen him or had 

I had a short talk this morning with Eisenhart about Mr. deWet, 

the Commonwealth Fellow from South Africa. It turns out that he would 

like to have a Ph. D. to take back with him at the end of his two years 

in Princeton, and therefore it would be natural to transfer him from the 

roll of the Institute to that of the University. Since, however, he is 

at present ooncentrating on work with me , Eisenhart and I thought it 

might be best to let him be listed both in the Institute and in the Uni­

versity if this meets with your approval. He seems to be rather a prom­

ising man, and to be well prepared for what I want to do. 

InCidentally, there is another young South Afrioan here, en­

rolled in the Katheme.tics Department of the University, by the name of 

Hoohschild. 

Dr . Abraham Flexner 
P. O. Box 631 
Princeton, N.J. 
OVIGB 

Yours 

Oswald Veblen 
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THE It-..::iTITUTE FOR ADVANCED S ~ UDY 

SCHOOL OF MATHEMATICS 

FINE HALL 

PRlNCETON, NEW J ERS EY 

October 6, 1938 

Dear Doctor Flexner: 

You will perhaps have noticed that my letter 

of October 4 con~arned no rec:ommendation of any sort. 

It merely gave you the result of an investigation whioh 

was carried out by Professor von Neumann and discussed 

by t he mathematical group. I think it will be useful 

\ 

to have these figures in mind in deciding to what. if 

any, extent mathematical activities should be trans-

ferred from Fine Hall to Fuld Hall. I think "We shall 

best avoid hasty conclusions by understanding as many 

of t he circumstances as pOSSible. 

Yours sincerely, 

O~~ 

Dr. Abraham Flexner 
P. O. Fox 631 
Princeton, N. J. 
OV:GB 

Oswald Veblen 
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October 7, 19)9 

Dear Professor Veblen. 

I ehall be delighted to write ThOll8.B, 

8B you 8Uggellt. I imagine tha t 1I1ss B13ke IleB af.find 

the Inlltitute bookplate in the vo11l11es that ThOll8.B 

has generously contributed to lUI. 

I wonder wheth.er you have aade any headway 

in finding among this year'. reoipients of stipend. 

a suitable assistant. If not, plesse let me know 

and I will Bee eat, if anything, C6.ll be done to 

provide the a 1"' Mllil BUll necesllary. 

Al.ays .inc~rely, 
I 

Professor Oswald Veblen 
Fine 'Hall 
Princeton, Ie. Jersey 

AP' /WOE 

ABRA HAM FLEXNlifi 

I 

., 
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October 5, 19.38 

, 
Dea r Professor Veblen. 

I hsve yours of October 4. Inasmuch ~8 the sua which Mr. Bamberger 

W'8 willing to proTide for the new buildin~ has already tocrs8sed fro. $300,000 

to practically 1400,000, ae we Imew in our hearts would be the case, it would 

be, in my judgment, not olll;y inadvbable but perhepa f" tal to broach the 

GUbstion of further expenditure. web •• your note of October 4 euggeste. One , 

r es eon why Mr. Bamberger ill giTing u. no mrs endo_ent a t the lIOIIent i. hi. 

natural concern that the building and equ1~ent a t the Ol den rena aay outrun 

our estimatell. 

I have myself an IIdditional reason for oPpolling the creation to 

t he ne. building at this .tiIle of r t.4O,ooo library end an anDllAl. expenditure 

-of ,'000 for hookll, ne.ael;;r, that it' JaQney oall be obtained fro. out,ida lIGuree. 

·it eh!\n go into lIIen and not toto hooks or fixtures or building.. Moreover. 

I wish that there lIhould be left the .trongeet possible motive f or a contiaua­

tum and stren&tbe1l1111 of the relations between our utbeaatical group &lid the 
) 

UniversitT group . In the ;years left to me a.s director I propo.e to countenance 

no IIIOre capital expetlditure. that can pos.ibl.;y be 8void~., I do prape.e to do 

everything in rq power to proGUre !'IuIda to .ttract _II, for it 18 .. _ ad 

, 
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Prot .. sor Veblen Ootober " 1938 

not upon phye1oel. equipaent 111 &ItT .. nee of the I word that the n Wit)" and 

lIIportance ot the Institute eDd the 1JniTera1~y rest . 

We are concerned ~e probl_ ot dertsing ~ent. which 1f1ll 

keep the InsUtute aDd the Univeraity interlocked. This is the wish ot 

Pre6i dent Dodds, D.lM Eisenhnrt, ... 00 the Princeton Trustees, llS well 88 the 

underst.and1ng 1Ih1ch I have with the found rs of the Institute. There are 

several ways in which I ClID lmagine conneotion nth the Universi ty and its 

resotlrces being maintained. (1) a f ord csr, which can,~r~~ orker 

or bookoJ (2) rooms ~ our own buildine for the u&e of the research wbrlters in 

Pr1ncoton. Bnd continued occupation by sol:le of our men of roo .. in 11ne Hall . 

YcOormick Hall. and e1sewher&. LDt us bear in mind that never for 8 moment 

is it contempla ted that the I nstitute 5hel.l be independent of the University 
I 

or the University 1.ndependent of t.he I neUtute , and at the outeet .., concern 

is to "orge more etrongly tbe bonds - not to "eRken thera, Ill! the creation of II 

Dlodern ' lII3theaaUcal library st once would unqueSUonebly tend to do. 

A few books and mag.~inee every man will undoubtedly 8ant for 

himself, 88 be does now. Beycna tbj,s we do not at this lllOaent bave to act. 

Professor Oswald Veblen 
PineBel.l 
Pr1nceton. IEIII Jersay 

• • 

Ever sinoerely, 

AlaR A H AM FLEX N lift 
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THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY 

SCHOOL OF MATHEMATICS 

FINE HALL 

PRINCETON, NEW JERSEY 

October 4. 1938 

Dear Doctor Flexner: 

In thinking over the remarks made by • Maass at the meet-

ing of the building committee last week. about the additional expenses 

which will be entailed on the Institute by the construction of Fuld 

Hall, it occurr ed t o me that he might possibl y not have taken suffi -

ciently into account the purchase of books and periodi cals . This was 

the f i rst question into which the mathematical professor s went careful ­

l y when the bUilding problem was broached a year ago. They estimated 

that an initial outlay of $40 ,000 woul d be needed to establish the in­

dispensable part of a mathematica l library. and that an annual a llovTance 

of 5000 fo r books and periodicals would serve t o keep it up to te and 

to supplement from time to time the l ess u r gent basic equipment which 

had not been purchased at the outset . This was al l on the assumption 

that the library at i ne Hall would continue t o be the source of t he 

ol der literature . 

Dr . Abr aham Flexner 
P. O. Box 631 
Princeton. N. J . 
OV :GB 

Yours Sincerely, 

O~~ 
Oswald Veblen 
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THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY 

SCHOOL 01' MATHEMA.TlCS, FINS HALL 

PRJNCETON, NEW JERSEY 

September 30, 1938 

Dear Doctor Flexner: 

I think you will take SO!ll9 interest in 

reading the enolosed letter from Dr. Ketohum, who, 

you will reoall, was here for two years. The 

opinion seems to be gaining that when it is possible 

for one of the t~orary members to stay for two 

years, the second year is more valuable than the 

first. 

Dr . Abraham Fle:mer 
P.O. Box 631 
Prinoeton, N.J. 
OV:GB 

Yours sincerely, 

j~ d~ 
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Pro(euor O •• ald ,Mala 
I'1Ih Ball 
Priaoetva. ... Jen., 

Dear Prl.4u aol' ,.bla. 

Ootoo .. 1 • 19 

I .. I'QtlU"lliJl& too you hul'll _i til 

0,. Ketch_III le'tcr or Seyt elllle 28, tth:. .h 

ESB 

'I 
.\ , 

\. , 
\ . 
\ 
\ 
~ 

. \ 
,\ 

\. 

/ 
I 

. J 

I 
; 

( 

I 
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BROOKLIN 

HANCOCK COUNTY, MAINE 
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BIItOOKLIN 

HANCOCK COUOITY. MAINE 17 /Ie-;. 19:J r 

"1) ... ~""J'\ ,...,. to' 
d/..--~ V,,- r, ; , ... :. .. 
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Dear Profes~or Veblen, 

I have' 1our kind note of Septeaber 23 

in r&fer~nce to rAre. Torrance, aDd I aball. have 

Il1&S nclle1:.er inform lira. TorrllDCe that abe hu 

' been admit t ed 6S a meabar of the Institute for the 

cUl'remt academic year. 

Ever aillcerely, 

Profeaaor Oawalci Veblen ,.iIl. Hall 
PriDceton, lIew J ;:;reey 

HIMel: 

I 

~RAkiAM FLEXNU 

" 

, 

, 
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THE (li-fSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED (;, rUDY 

SCHOOL OF MATHEMATICS 

FINE HALL 

PRINCETON, NEW JERS EY 

September 23, 1938 

Dear Doctor Flemer: 

I should like to reoommend that Mrs. Charles C. Torrance 

be admitted as a member of the Inst itute for t he current academic 

year. Mrs. Torrance is t he wife of Dr. Torranoe whom you will 

remember as having be811 Jolmny's assistant for the year 1933-34. 

Dr. Torrance i s here now on leave of absenoe f rom Case School, to 

spend another year in research and study. l~s. Torrance has 

practicall y completed the requirements for the Ph. D. in mathemat-

ics at Brown University. Her thesi s is now in the hands of Pro­

fessor Tamarkin , a portion of it having already been published i n t he 

Fundamenta t hematica. So, although she has not aotually received 

t he doctorate, I think that she satisfies the spirit of our requi re­

ments in the same sense in which certain of our visitors f r om England 

have been j udged to satisfy it. This is the basis of my recommenda­

tion. 

Mrs. Torrance's address is 71F West Palmer Square. 

Dr . Abraham Flemer 
P. O. Box 631 
Princeton, N.J. 
OV:GB 

Sincerely, 

Oswald Vebl en 
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Dear 'rot .. aoJ' 'ebl .. 

I .. eDCl.oIIiDI .. IIOte. which haft 

jut ___ boa Dr. GSdel.. In ~ op1D1on. it 

~uld be .be.t it lOll wClllWl write Ida a liM to 

the ettect tbat we ahall Iud ...... to _t 

Ida at the dook &riled with the reqv.1.lite t'UIIU. 

~ le .. I han to do -tth ·Bo~ ill the.e dqa 

the better pl ... ed I _. 

With all «004 wiab .. to 70Il IJId 1Ir •• 

V.blen. I 

B\M.rU7 ;your" 

Prot .. eor 0--.14 ,.b18 
Brootlill, lIaDcook Couat,r 
IIa1M . 
J.F/fIl;I 

• 

AliAAH~'Ii' FLEXNQ 

\ 

; 

• 

\ . 

J 

• 

• 
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Dear of.ssor Vebl nl 

( 

Letter from Mr. Saunders returned 
to Professor Veblen 

Magn. W&I1 , via Burks Falle 
On rio, aua 

A ust <.7, lava 

l'ht.alc 70U t or yours of A us t 21 d its eDclo: ur. . Mr . Saunders 
baa also wrUt en Meritt . he ahould bother e i ther you or er itt I hav no i d.a 
tor 111 ' he. cpring n he Q his ilImed.1ate naighbor r a1sed the qU.s t i uD of locating 
Profeaaor P of aql s hous" on the riret lot, I at once t ol d th • t hat ':a w~ uld 
» 8 rve that lot in perpet uit y ~o aa Dot to int erf.re i n any se w.th othere who 
had hous . s ~bat ,tre.t. 

A8~ar a s t he l.phon. poles a conc.r ned, ! aVB.l! d1d not like 
their po: U1011, . ugh t h r e . e.~ otherll precisely of this ldnd OD Bat t Road , 
if I reaeaber oorr.o~ . I inat1 t ute in ,uiry ana was info by Ur . ~inc r ­
beaux tbat it WOuldfOllt s ..... ral. t ous 0. do 8 to bury th. l . ne a n r 0'1'. the 
poles . As th1s expense would V 8 t Uen on erler, P oIlofsky, W 71, I d1d 
IIOt think we wer e Justified in\-ncUrring it. It Mr . Sa..nderll wishes to p rt1c1,o&te , 
the !S1tuation say b. cua.pged~ 

I look into the qu /lt1 of the au ntenance of t he ground , 
thoUih 1t se l1li a little odd' to me t t • Saund. r s s houlo r e t ius ,U8s ti n 
as t.hs ntire tract was. uncered for by ybody ... 'Yer , peri od of a 06nt · y or 0 

. AII f ar as preseure i s concerned, Mr. Saunder s i s k1Dg up t wr ng t r ee. We 
ve already 0 ou g.~od d s hell do UJl.o'thing t t 18 r easonable , but 

DOth1Da 1IDder pJ'8ssur. trOll h1a or 0 .1s . I t say b j ust &8 ",ell, 1I110uld 
he 8e. you, to let h1a under~taDd t t t aot. e ",eDt t o b good neighbor s , but 
good De1ghbors and pressure like old water, t hey donlt Jaix. 

I hope t hat goes we 1 wi th you no. Mrs . Veblen. 

We e hav~ superb . a t h r and t hor Uih y enjoy the firs t s igns 

P. S. 
Ever S1ncerel~AI-IAM FLEXNEh 

t was creatolT int r.steli in your p io note ot August 17 but not able to 

• 

answer ~t beocuse tb. c _s full 0 guest!! , d also be use both s . P'lexn.r and 
Mra . Bailey had inJured theeel.,.s . Bot ...re , bowaver, dv1n& ",ell . By ell 
.. ane .end rotessor Baohilles of Madrid co~i B ot our aL~ogruvbsd notes and assur. 
b1a that •• are d. l1cbted t o 8sent him •• t h t ~. w t b our gooo 1ahss f or htu, 

' Flores, d their a lll,;oo1&t88 . 
A. F. 

AJ'I ESB 
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BROOKLIN 

HANCOCK COUNTY. MAINE 't ~. f 1 'J f 
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\{ESTER:N 
UNION 

0nalI. ..... 1a 
1JI'ook11. 
JreMoekC-V. ~ 

...weO .... CA_LTOM 
CIIIAI ....... ott ntC .,..,.. 

.. , .. , 

L C. WtLLaY •• 
.. ... .., ¥tC • . ...,..,. .. T 

l.:q Y. 11. 

. ., 

ACCT'G INFMN. 

I 

!.' • 

-------- - ----~ 

)'{ESlEJIN UNION MESSEIIG£IIS ARE AVAILABLE FOR THE DELIVERY" OF NO= AHD-pAnrAGIS 
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)Vt$IEaN UNION IlESSENGERS ARE AVAILABLE FOR THE DELIVERY OF NarES AND PAOCAG"" 

CIIECI( I 

ACCT"G INfMN • 

TIME FILED 
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Dear Prot ••• or V.~lO&1 

-IIu 8*ltMl' &,poh' I" _ .J.q 1M et.h __ 

it DIpo.a1~le tow h1a to ...... eM -nbis ., tile 

Bui14inc 0.-1' •• aa ~ eo _ Ilaft ~ 

"the -'lila \0 ' ........... u., •• t; tM _ 

\Ie hope '"_ Will be acr..-llle to 7011. 

SUoO"q~ 

Protess. 0-14 Ve1a1an 
Jroetu. 
Beaoook CouDJ. »aiM 

MARIE C EICH£LSER 

• 

• 

• 
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8u.o ... 17 3'--• 

.. 8RAWAM FLEX Nil" 

~_a.-l4V __ 
Bl'1*Ua 
!leml. Co-*\J • • ta. 
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July 1. 1938 

Dear Professor Veblell' 

Anne and I laDded after a IIIIOOth and restful '9O~e on IlQnday last, 

and Anne tol4 lie last fl1ght that she had had • welcoae l~tter troa Mr • Veblen. 

1 olllle do\1ll to Pr1noeton 'ruee4ay IIOrDing, though I had to return to Itew 'York to 

lee Yr. Mlla68 and Mr; Le14esdorC and Mr. Beaberger yesterday, but I oelte back to 

Pr1ftoeton OD the. teD o'elock train l •• t night. 

I .. 101ft, over ayuU and learning f~ lire. Balley Juat what ha, 

takeD place ill II;y abeeDce. I l1li delighted to leY - tho1l{lll I knew It 1n ad'flUlce -

that she has budled eve~ng perCeotly. J have written ProfesBOr Arnold, •• 

you IUUest, and shall today 1f1'1.te to 1i1u Stanley. 

I do not believe that there 1. any reason for a meeting pI the COlllll1tte. 
I 

.011 BuUdin,s aDd OrolUld. at 'Ule present IIIOlI8Ilt, and, lt any •• aUng la reQuired 

dur1Dc the vacatinG 1Ir ....... 11111 .eDd word to YOIl, Aydelotte, and ay.eU. lean­.. 
whlle Ir. Beaber,e!' h .. 1DdJ.oated his 1I1ll1lliDesa to lncreaae the IIIIOlIDi a!n.uabl. 
tor a b.l1ldlnl to what 1Ir. Kaaa. re,erd •. &II a Bla whlc.b .W enable h1a to procnare 

tor us a buila1ar that w1U be adequate to otal' needs - dlcnUlecl alld satisfactory 
~ 

,-

lD ..... ant, .tc. It. 1I1ll be. I prarn.e, _esaary to reduca the slse of .tlJdles, 

bat thl. 11, ~" :I ..... you reallae. 110 nrpriae to .e. I ha.e never thoaCbt that 

•• ooul4 bIlll4 GIl the ICMle of the ~ w1tb the _ of IIODey whlob •• are 

Juat1!1414i ill putt1Dc lDto bricu aDd IIOl'tu. 
I 

• 
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Prot.nor Vebl8ll . 11lly I.; 1'" 2 

I 
.trgJllll' thaD .""1' ~. IIU~ laportuo. of .. Y1D •• ""17' /IO}\u tor eDdo_nt, 

tIiolllfa of oourao I ~IO reaU .. ibat ~e 1D1t1al lxa1ld1DC .a.t be .t such • 
I 

oharacter .. to be wortlli1 of the purpo.o, tor 1Ih1c11 it 11 to be UlIed. In th1t 

oonnec:tion Jtlu tr1ll. be 1nterested 1D the fact that the lIancheet"r Guardian ot . , 

luna .3 conta1na a loDe art.1ole on recent deve.1o~te in higher eduoat.ion in the 

United Statos 111 which the lDetltute figure • .o.t proa1nentl3. 

Tho outlook 111 thematter of in_ 1s oveo-lela ta'lOrable thon it wal 

when I went away. Perhaps ;you ~t1ced 1D this lIIOrning'. Times a steteaent to-the ----.-

e:trect that the New York State InlNrance DepartaeDt had written otf about three 

blllioll dollarll of raUrOtId be_ which hUe, .I1Ubet.w been rep.rded aD pro~er 

iaY8ataents tor aarlDgll baDkJI and insuranoe I coapaa.1ea. Jlhan I In'Ote troa abt'0a4 

abeut' Ro.enfeld, I was und~r the impression and cheriehad the hope that we would 

be in poalt1on to coaply with Bohr'. ver:! relUOnable request, hilt at the 1I10:aent I 

hee1tate to write tAr . 'Galpin because 1 really do not ISe ~bat we can ,dO beyond what 

was provided in the blid8'et. ,You kriow ray disposition would be to do an:ything that 

;Yvu and your a.sociatel and aen like Bohr, nab, but _til b1.uiine •• improve. nd 

thot. Ifowatiel"!elaot.iona u.- 0..1', I 811 inbllned to tb1nIt that we, like other inat1-

tutioDl, will have to lit tight aDd stand pat. 

I Bhall have to be in l'rinceton a few days going over utters with 

lire . Bailey and re\'1ering the oo1'reapondence at the last two aonth •• 

Al\i1e 18 going to Oauda TIl8&day evening, and I .hall :follow l1ednee4a;y. or 

1hurada;v: at the late.t. 

The trip did _ DO hara ph,yslcllll.;y o.nd accoapllabed it" purpotlS. 1ft " 

far as the leat.1tute 18 OOIlCI ..... but 1 aa n&t~~ tired. tor the peat year IiU 

baeD uorellaved b;y .., ftoatloD of aDiY sort .. 

Please gi". ~ "Ilraest greet1llg. to Ilrs . Vebler W believe _ •• ith all 

loed nlhH, 
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BROOKLIN 

HANCOCK COUNTY. MAINE 
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I 
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{ 

DMr Proflle.or 'abUrn' 

I a .... Jt. bad • btter fl'OIIlIn!. Ball.,., 
wh1ch RUc ... bo~ eq, Jlma nd I qap!lth188 
. i t.h J'0Il aDd '1 r~ protOUftd17 111 the trAgio loae 
ot J'OIU' brother. t CNI c.a f!~. "In the aidst or 
llf' ... u. ill death.. That • id ~ ago and 18 
•• t.ru IlO1f U it hAIl betm t r 0 turi • put. PI an 
beU..... t t '"' are bot daepl,T con~rned r<1r )'011 and Mr.. V.lIlea and t wwld do t.hiJ!g in our 11' 
to a1 ~ 1oUl' ",i.r, 

I .. U4 • bu ftZ7 1Dtereat.1D« '1M 
in !bclqad aDd _ the coot1lleat, &ad I a!I bo£*!'Ul that, 

( 

with t llIt1p bleh bU be8Il t'Neq cUII11dl,. ri .... n. 
.. 40 SGMt. new lIOrtlulb11e 1a t.hoI !1 1d or 
acona.1cl5. it. ~t1f71u& to rind bow nal.q 
t1re~.. .. 0 A1DI:1. end -eel' tor tla 
noos •• 01 .. laetitl,\(e which baa ao b or prwcQacl 
tlOll, '1'be rk 0 ... ~t1~ ~ 1a tbrQUglllT 
well i:ao - 1adeed 111 oucles 111 which I had Dot 
.xpected to t1Dd I. or it. 

I p1 8nn1 nl IlO1f to return on J 22, 
arr1Y111il 111 1_ York about l:7t I shall ll'lt11'r • ""'811 111 ordll' tbat IIq cd.ll a _ t1Jlg of tm. 
BuUd1JIC ColIII1ttee :i-.ay tiM t re r 11 be~ 
oOJlYU1eat \0 h1a you mad qdtt1otU • 

• 
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MrtI. Ba1l.ey ba8 I!tlXlt .... coPT of a latter 

J t'JIoa lIobr. It would - to •• that if the eUll avolved 
i.e • lI04e.t oaa ". eh"1Ud do wll; tEITer 111 1B OIU' po r to 
eu.ble h1a to brlDc Prot. lIor BoBofeld with bill. If tba 
_Uar JIu to be deilidid before I retum CD the ~1th, I 
1.o.T8 tbl 4ecieiOll 1B 7'OIU" baada aDd lire. Bail.' •. 

Amla 30 .. in afi'ectiOQate cr-t1ltce and 
ill ,ood 111 • to 7011 aDd Wzalleth. 

_1' a1Doerel7, 

"8JlAHAM FLEXNlil'! 

( 
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u,J 31, 1938 

Dear Proteaaor VeblelU 

I .. uIld1111 7011 herewith oheok ot 

the In8t1tllte tor US.80 to ...,llIblu·" ,Oil tor ope ... 

111 oonneotioll with the c~'tee 011 Buildl. all4 

GrollDlla. 

I .. alao .elldlll1 1011 .. OOP1 ot a 

lellter to Dr. FleXlUll' trcm Dr. ChAmLlle,y.. I ahall be 

glad to reply to him tWt.t be ~ be Qo.-ad llIl1"a you 

.. 1eh to do ao. 

Proteeaor Onald Veblen 
Fine Hall 
PrlDOeto~. New Jer_., 

ESB 

SlnaerelJ youra~ 

_THEft". IIAL£' 

[' , 
I 
\ 

• 
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• 

Prot ••• ar o..a14 V.~lea 
FiD. Hall 
Pr~ "'.JeneJ' 

Jq dMl' ProtH.or V.~lftt 

!lie I..-tIllI .... hal DO' ,., rebib1ll'8ed )'011 

tor 7f1V _ ... 11111 -pew.. 111 .'1Ie_1111 • _t1Jtc 

of the C~tt •• 011. Bld.14bp ._ Gr-u 011 ~ ,. 

U ~ be that 70& _ ... lDOurrecl ape ... ill . tote_1111 

ollber _bll1(8 of whioh I do IIDt bow. I ,,111 .,.. 

preolalle U it 7ft will let _ hA" • eta ..... 

• 
!In. PDn.r rea.heel LGalOll .. te~ CIIllloDdq, ~ U, 

after • ·perten .,.p .. 
8~"q,.,.... 

ESDrllGB I!U~K 8. tv.lLeY 

• 

• 
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Way 13, 19311 

Dear Profe.sor Veblen. 

'!hank ou for f Our nota of Yay 10 Gendin, 
Professor I1hittaker's letter. I sa fororarding to 
Dr . nemer a copy of it, as I sa aure it w111 intereat 
him. 

I aa encloaina & oopy of a letter fro. 
ProteaBar Courant. In leural, al5 you know, a epecial 
arrllngeaent 1& made every year when ex-pendl turee are 
involved. .. C6D pay th1e itOIi out of petty cash 
fortunately, but there alght not have been a balance 
and then Dr. BualllUllll would have been _barraased. Do 
) ou tltink in replyinc to Proru80r Courant I should 
auggest that authorization be given every year ~hen 
the lnsti tub is to be oalled upon to tlIk,- care of 
bills - or .~ I s1aply pay thill, writing "rofusor 
Courant that w. are doing Ba, &lid when I next 'ee hia 
tell hill or the -inner workinge· or petty cash? I 
triec to ,et you on the telephone to ask your advice. 
However, I hope that thill note is clear and that you 
w111 coun,el lIIe. 

ith MUCh appreoiation, I sa 

Prof8lllOr O,nld Veblen 
'in, Hall 
Princeton, New Jeraey 

Sinoerely youro, 

liTHER 8. BAIL" 

/ 
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THE l~STITUTE FOR ADVANCED ~ UDY 
SCHOOL OF MATHEMATICS 

FINE HALL 

PIUNCBTON, N EW JERSEY 

May 2. 1936 

Dear Doctor Flexner : 

I find on looking over the correspondenoe.that Professor 

Hedlund infonned me in a letter of October 6. 1937. that hi s pres­

ent salary is .,,3700 and that Bryn ~Wl" will give him sabbatical 

leave next year at half of this salary. A letter from Morse to 

you dated November 8 transmitted a reoommendation from the math­

ematioal group that a stipend of 1750 be granted; and the same 

mistake appears in the letter from Morse to Hedlund . It lVaS our 

intention to recammend a stipend equal to half of Hedlund's salary. 

'llhich wruld be 1850. I have not tried to determine whether the 

mistake is due to our imperfect know"ledge of arithmetic. or to 

same other imperfection in our organi~ation. 

I wonder whether it would be possible to reotify the 

matter by increasing Hedlund's stipend to 1650? 

Dr . Abraham F1exner 
P. O. Box 631 
Princeton. -.J. 
OV:GB 

Yours 

Oswald Veblen 
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( 
T aE I NSTITUTE FOR A DVANCED S TUDY 

.sCHOOL. or J.u.~T1es. nNll HALL 

PaINCETON, NEW JERSEY 

May 2. 1938 

Dear i.!rs . Be.iley: 

J.:eny tha.nks for your thoughtfulness in 

handing me the Antioch book; also for the detailed 

statement about the budget . 

I have looked over the minutes and have 

no oorreotions to offer . 

'rs . Esther S. Be.iley 
P. O. Box 631 
Princeton . N. J. 
OV.GB 

Yours sincerely. 

Oswa.ld Veblen 
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;' 

1bqk 7.<>U "'!Jl"f ~ t'Qr TUur l..tt-Jr or tbe oee Ill! 

s-...uod1lll He,n.". yP .Wl. d l writ..3 hia to tn. et-road 

,~ n1paad .rUl be ~.860 ABlrt. Y.~. 

I Hb~ IMII4 1U~ le\t.ol' rtiC'.} Sac ;ell)' to II ,J'O 

MId .,..~t tb , 1M '-Uk td.t.lI. i<.1l1eU • .n _ tbe subJeot • 

• J\AW are .,., __ Ja .... W 111 tM W .d1.ac. be 1a 

Arollilr 111 i'e'ltll' .r ~1IIc t.U coal aa .aall .. :; poc~1blb . 

ia \1M 1A~t of em.. .oDoe1 \LI.t1a\t.17 r~ . ~o ., Ilt - oil 

p;>iJlt .r fte .. ~Ub . JUab 1 sa c l8\e~ 111 aocerd, NI you ltaow. 

I aleo la!lft \-1 ..... OftI' .. Il...a .;ad Pr"da cat rodt''! tbe 

id •• of lo.UI& te EU-rCIIIMI t_ ~ .,..~ .. ot ,.ttlDv r1rat-!wld 

aowlqe of thole. "''' rlO1lll ... etepe 1a \ t... firM o~ eoo wUaa • 

. Iotb ... \Iaa' 1\ .ouW lie Wla1\otl7 .~ -.r1l:La :10 b .. 

. ... U .... ..u _ q U. 

1I1\a1 aU I 

~o. ld~ 
illeW. ___ .. 1Itc._." II: .... 
d~ 

81Merel7 T01lIt8, 

AJIII"'U A ... · Ii' L.Vl~&ft 
, . . 

• 
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~prll 21, 1938 

foUe" 1Dc de\dled .t.a.tn.d f"'"I:l....c.ll1& t he budcet C)f t he Sd:ool of 

Ilat~UotI tv li!! !l..J.9~ !l. 

Sal.~~ -riee • • • • . • • • • 
6 S-r~Ii"'Ol'8. 1 !1B~\'·01.t; 'I.e , 6 IiMil3t .mt.s 
1 HOl'(jt..ry, 1 llbFarlJil.D 

• 

'1'8Iloheru In~ur:.no o !lIld J\A..'l1.1: t y Aa o,Qc lntlo[l or 

• 

a-r1ca. .. .. • • •• ... .. 
TacbD1c..J. M a lst:"..nce • • • • • • • 
3\s.p..da • • •• • • • • .. • 
Aaula 0: l&at~\los • • • • • • • 
ilat.b&-.Ucal P\abliudlQU • •• •• 
s.bsorl~t1aa to ~rle~ ~theaatlonl Soci.\T • 
Sllbaorlpt.ioa to J 0Ul'Ilf1l or Sfabolic Log10 • • 
COZ1t1'lbIlt1oll to F1ae thJ.l. • • • • • 

Total. 

PJogt.81!G1' Qa"el.d ,.lIlAD 
158 Bo.tl,e ~ . 
PriDe.ton, ." 1"8~ 

ESB 

4, 419 .00 
1,000.00 

. 0,000.00 
2,100.00 

:,00.00 
2W.OO 
100. 00 

8.0&.00 

145,459.00 

I 

• 
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THE I£ "TITUTE FOR ADVANCED S( JDY 

Dear Doct or Flexner: 

SCHOOL OF MATHEMATICS 

FINE HALL 

PRINCETON, NEW JERSEY 

April 8, 1938 

Since the subdivision of the lots makes a substantial finan­

cial difference to the Institute, and since the last paragraph of your 

letter of April 6 suggests that t he possibi lity sti ll exist s of making 

an adjustment , I feel that I ought t o make this comment: I t hink that 

the Hback yard" argument does not apply i n the Bat tle Road neighborhood , 

f or pract ical l y all of our back yards are as present able, or mo re pre­

sentable, than our f r ont yards. I do not have a copy of the map show­

ing t he subdivision, and therefore do not express any f i nal opinion as 

to what is the best solution . But if it is at al l possible, I ~ould 

like to see t he price of a lot saved fo r t he Insti t ute. 

r am writing to Professor 'enger to get too Notre Dame point 

of view bef or e I send a reply t o Dr. G8del. 

Dr. Abraham Flexner 
P.O. Box 631 
Princeton , N. J . 
OV:GB 

Yours sincer ely, 

(94·4tIA 
Oswal d Veblen 
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, J.prU 6, 1938 

Dear ProtallllOr V.blent 

'l'haDk.},OU very llUeh f or leaving 1oIr. Larson'. ~1U rlth me. I 

han DOt IQT88lf exuined thea, nor Ihall I "0. th_ to an;yQD8 131613. I shAll , 
keep th8ill \llltU 1IIr. Lenlon has replied to 'IiI¥ lett" r end IIIIleE th~e 18 ~ 

I 

{

good. reason to the contrary ret.urn th~1II to bim with the explltn,atiOQ tha t it 

1. impractical for ua to criticize the plaDs of four diff er nt architec t s in 

the way in .tli.ch he sur,gests, Rnd it would be lIIIfair to do tha t for one 'lDd 

DOt: tor the others. I hnppeDed to see Mr. Mell in It,;.. York yesterday Hnd 

told llilil brien ·· of the i nciaent, though not , ot courlli. . makl~ or lm.,ll ing 

&ay crl tici sa of yau. He thought that ~ ?08ition Wal correct. 

In IIr1Ung IIr. Lareon I .,hall also tell b1lll thet the deciai.on of 

the 00IIi0l1 ttee nu not be based u;->on e detaUed atudy bat r ll th r on t he 

~ttee'. judp.ent 118 to the genosral IN1tllbUlty of the ;!lana { !ICi per80n~Uty 

of' the crcpitec:t selected. 

'!be P!UlO~eIcy incident i. !'IO.t worth CIOI181dar1n& exaept a,' aholl1a& 
, 

bow iIIIilQrtant it 18 not to stir thelle -eople up after a deoia1oa 4aB been 

del1beratel¥ reeebed. 'r.!e tact 1a that IIr . S1Dcerbenx _ Mr. Black, in laylAa 

Mit the plot, 80uld bave horae ill a1Dd the ilIIportQca of' :leep1ac a 8trip ot 

• 

Records of the Office of the Director / Faculty Files / Box 32 / Veblen, Oswald 1938-1939 
From the Shelby White and Leon Levy Archives Center, Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, NJ, USA



ProteNOr Veblen 
t 

.en . _ ohanged &lid lots 1 aDd 2 -!'led 1 t ~ siaplJ lieU! that whoever 

baUd. on Lot , would look into their back yards. 

nth all good deb .. , 

Ever llillCerely, 

AIUIAHAU "LEXNUI 

Professor Onald Veblen 
Pine Hall 
PrlDoeton. R~ J or uoy 

AF/MCI'J 

P.'. I faln enoloeing copy of Il letter wh ich I r eceiyecl thu morning troa 
Dr • . Gedel. 

A. F • 

. , 

--. I" I ____ l_._~ ___ _ 
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THE U· ... »TITUTE FOR ADVANCED S( JOY 
SCHOOL OF MATHEMATICS 

FINE HALL 

PRINCBTON, NEW JERSEY 

April 5, l S38 

Dear Doctor Flexner; 

I left no . Larson's plans at the Inn last evening on my return 

£rom Philadelphia. 

in my possession. 

They wer e seen by no one but mysel£ while they were 

Your remar ks about t he Pano£sky incident in your letter dated 

yesterday are evidently hased on a misunderstanding , £or I always £ollow 

the procedure wnich is recommended in the last paragraph o£ that letter. 

~bat actually happened in t his case was that in the course o£ a social 

call by my wi£e and mysel£ on Mr. and Mrs. Pano£sky, they brought the 

conversat ion around to t heir building enterprise and told us about the re-

location o£ their house and the reasons £or it. I remarked that I thought 

there might have been another way o£ meeting the problem 'I'Ihich Vloul d have 

been less expensi va t o the Inati tute, and explained the simple geometrioal 

point which is involved. Mter that I dismi ssed the question £rom my mind , 

but Pano£sky tells me that he thought it over and came t o t he conclusion t hat 

he ought to make i t clear that he would not object t o this alternative solu­

tion, which he thought might have been overlooked in the previ ous considera-

tion of t he subject. So he telephoned directly t o you, without consulting 

me . 

Yours sincerely, 

O,a-aLiJ/~ 

Dr . Abr~ Flexner Oswald Veblen 
P.O. Box 631 
Princeton, N. J. 
OV:GB 
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Deal' Prot ... ," 'e1IlIa. 
'11Iaalt TOll tar your IIOte ot • tUtoli. 

Dr. nUaeJ' c.l'~iatee 10ur ynlt , S '_ - . 
but. NY' \lI&t. !.t. wm ..,. ~ .... 1IA1'7 tOJ" T01l to 

...... 1011J' ~ 1'E1C8l'd1nc-.'-d1n& the -'h11 
ot \Ile AMIPlesa ...... "cal Soolet.F .. t O1aqi,ot~e .. 

..me. ,~ ... tbeN -m _ •• peo!a1 

\NalD ....... 118ft ... ., nqu1lre yo- S/l'8MDQa. 
'" 

Prote"OI' 08'lrdd ,~ 
rs...u f!r1Ac.t_ ••• '.r.., 

, 

18THER 8. BAILEY 

-

--

. , 

• 

I 

, 

Records of the Office of the Director / Faculty Files / Box 32 / Veblen, Oswald 1938-1939 
From the Shelby White and Leon Levy Archives Center, Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, NJ, USA



( 
THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY 

Dear s . Bailey: 

SCHOOL 01 MATHutATlCS, IUta HAI.L 

PlUNCETON, NEW JERSEV 

April 5 . 1938 

I have your notioe of the annual me eting of 
the oorporat ion and the trustees on 'onda)" April 18 , 
and I expeot t o be present . 

I am planning to be away from Prinoeton for 
the last four days of the week ending April 16, t o at­
tend a meeting of t he Amerioan • thematioal Society at 
Charlottesville, Virginia. However , I c ould ohange 
this p lan i f there should be any wsiness here which 
in Dr . Flexner's jud~ent would make it desirable for 
me to be in Princeton. 

8 . Esther S. Bailey 
P. O. Box 631 
Prinoeton , N. J . 
OV :GB 

Your s 

Oswald Veblen 
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April 1, 1938 

Dear ProtelaOr V.blen. 

I .. wr1 tina thi. l1na to oont1i-a 

the eppolntaent or Dr. Cal.IdJl a. your a .. l.tant 

Dext yeu, with a .Alary .ot tl8OO.00. 

ber 81noerely, 

I\!f:RAHA'" F LEXr-;t:l1 

, 

Prota"or Olftld Vebl_ 
Fine Hall 
Princaton, 11ft' ;rar •• ., 

• 

I • 
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• 

• 

\ 

\ 

I 

" 
, 

:c J»;. .. ,.~t io.!ut ~ t- day,s ill fey York lUll! .".ri: dhcmse1nr 

tbe l'lDaaol,.,J. dtuntiOli \'11 tb p .rt.ieul.eir ",9rvDCe to our bu:l, s t. In v1e. 

tb,e i nevitable 

BaU; 1 

-;--~ 

( _ U. *,otll)~ 1Iaac1lt fro. <1J..\~h fiV 17 ;AHi"bla 1 ... bas been axched thoUgh 

DOt~, I ballew, that ,,111 :really illlDtih", til '~V."illt7 or i'xt at or tile 

lnIIIIe"\ 18 tbe Gcl11C11il ur t.b.l 8ua ot ~,OOO tor OOCll8J ODiU. leoturer. . The 

~- 'already pled", tor ,,"£)lind. will -Us, bw.t. I ,Wll m(lg8et to the 

be :lIu4. Wltll tile 

, 
OU QOllP lJPQa. Pel' pel eJ.eo by tbefl t1II& the II.II01UIt l"e{'.ured tor t.be ne. 

r bu~ 161", ;d1l h:I..,. h. det1D1t3lT ,.t.t.l~j. or C::JU:%'!:), aot'Una .ill C~ 

• 
. !IOI'-SII'ocII1CUN iDYll._. I dU.l 1a ihuI tt- •• 8ll0" ot "" .... .0000olll 
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Prot ..... ,eta1aa t 

-..... _ """ •• 11ft &".I'18e4 tor un ,ear w1*"t pd. coat ...... 

• 1ta. t. .. ott1oe. 

___ , .. -. a aOdU1I\a appolDt.-' . UboIrt. prior ClOIltfl'llllc. with M. 

11Iak J'Cl'Il "17 __ fer -.dtal M \bit Un ot JlNI\&' _ -. wald 

J'OIl ••• 1-\ la -. _. aiId 1t. 0\IIIIt ~ be Md •• 1rdollS to &Ilth_tiou.. all _I' 
t.U 00-"7 ._ Qd .. 0 ..... de la ~ u p.vt of .. t. Olll" ~ be dCllDe. 80 _ 

"81'. 1 ... aU ...... t •• t. tbat. o-u.. SDeUtll\1()Aa b&",~ tar _ . "''"'t co.1t..Dte 

tua ........ eo __ t. \M7 are proIMhlT DO DOre abl. to upeDd tbWl .. are • 

.... t .. _ O. wald ,.1t1a 
n.. Ball 
Pl'1acetaa ... I...., 

Ar,1SI 

.1 
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• 

1 

• 

AFU 1, 19)8 

Deal' Prot...,. 'ebl. .. 

I _ wri t.1JII tb1.a u.. to ooat1ia 

the appo1Dt.eat of 111'. ~lk1D .. 10111' ... 1nuIt 

aut year, dth a ealar7 .of $l8OO.00. 

har .lDoeNl¥, 
"'&lt A.HAI" F LEXI'\C?<! 

, 

Prot •• lOr 0.-14 '.bl_ 
ftaa Ball 
rnuet.oa, ... larae), 

, 

• 

I 

, 

, 

• 
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( 
THE INSTITUTE FOR AOVANCED STUDY 

ICHooL or X A.TlU!".UTlCS7 "wa HALL 

PJUNCETONJ NEW JE.RSEY 

March 29. 1938 

Dear Dootor Flexner: 

( 

With your permission I should like to oon-

tinue Dr. Calkin as my assistant for another year . 

I believe I spoke with you about this over the tele-

phone some days ago. but I am writing t his note so 

that your reoords may be olear on the subjeot . 

Dr . Abraham Flexner 
P. O. Box 631 
Princeton. N.J. 
OV: GB 

Yours sincerely. 

O~tI,a, 
Oswald Veblen 
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THE It-..::iTITUTE FOR ADVANCED 1 UDY 
SCHOOL OF MATHEMATICS 

FINE HALL 

PRINCSTON, NEW JBRSEY 'arch 25. 1938 

Dear Doctor Flexner : 

This letter is intended to confirm and supplement the telephone 

conversation whioh we had a day or two ago. in which I referred to the re­

gret which the mathematical group feels in having to deoline a number of 

very pranising candidatee for stipends. It is based on a discussion 

which I have had this morning with Professor Morse . 

First of all. I must say that we seized the opportunity created 

by tha fact that Professor Rabi oan oome for only one semester. in order 

to recanmend Dr. Serbin. beoause all of us who have come in contact with 

Serbin have been impressed with the use which ha has made of his oppor­

tunities this year. and have come to feel that he gives pranise of beoom­

ing a mathematician of very high caliber. 

I should like also to mention three other young men whom we re­

gret not having been able to help. One of tham is Donald T. Perkins who 

is taking his doctorate at Yale under Professor Ore and who is also highly 

recommended by Professor Hille who places him on a par with Marshall Hall . 

whom you may remember. I will say nothing further about him beoause be 

has already been given a Benjamin Peircs Instruotorship at Harvard. 

There were three highly recanmended candidates f rom the Uni­

versity of Chicago . of whom the one who appealed most strongly to us _s 

Dr. S8IlI Perlis. a pupil of Professor Albert who writes of him.- "I think 

he has greater pranise fo r future research than any of the people I have 

had hare in the past few years. In this hs will bs aided by rather un­

usual critioal mathematical ability." 

Another man in whom we are interested is JIu Shiffman of New 

York University. who is lIOrking with Professor Courant and doing im­

portant researoh on the problem of Plateau . Professor Morse regards him 
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Dr. Abraham Flemer - 2 March 25. 1938 

as the best young IIlSll in that field. We had a oablegram fram Professor 

Flanders of New York University. who is nOll'in Copenhagen. saying "Con­

sider Jrlm [ShiffIllSll] best candidate in my experience". 

My own impression. based on long experience on the Fellowship 

Board of the National Research Council. is that there is a very oonsider­

able amount of really good matsrial in the list of candidates 1Iham we 

have declined. 

Dr. Abraham Flemer 
P.O. Box 631 
Princeton, N.J. 
OV,GB 

Yours sincerely. 

Oswald Veblen 
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THE I~;:;TITUTE FOR ADVANCED L LJDY 

SCHOOL OF MATHEMATICS 

FINE HALL 

PRINCETON. NEW JERSEY !larch 28, 1938 

Dear Doctor Flexner. 

Professor von Neumann has called my attention to another oase 

of a somewhat different sort, wbich I might _11 have mentioned in my 

letter of nrch 25. This is Mr. Hsien Yu Hsu, from the staff of Yen­

ching University in Peiping, which Johnny ini'cnns me is more likely to 

survive than most of the Chinese universities because of its American 

control. In f!I.Ct it is the only one whioh is still operating in the 

oocupied zone. 

Mr. Hsu is now at the end of two of his three years of leave 

for study in the United states. after which he will return to his 

post at Yenching University. During the first two years he has worked 

as a graduate student, with a Fellowehip. at Washington UniverSity, st. 

Louis, where he is taking his Ph.D. under Professor Szegl5 (Szegl\ is now 

leaving Washington Uni versi ty for a post at stanford). Professor Szeg8 

has written in very enthusiastio tenns about Dr. Hsu. in the hope that he 

may continue his -work. at the Institute. Under present circumstances 

this would require some small stipend. I have also heard about Mr . Hsu 

I from Norbert Wiener. who is extremely enthusiastic about him and regards 

hiJJ1 as much better than any of the Chinese mathematicians whom '"' have 

yet had to do with. From the comparisons 1!Ihich Wiener makes with young 

Amerioan mathematicians it seems olear to me that Hsu must be a very 

promising oase lind a man who may easily have an important role in the 

future soientific history of China. 

Very sincerely, 

Ot'· _IJI:~ 
Dr. Abraham Flexner Oswald Veblen 
P.O. Box 631 
Princeton. N. J . 
OVIGB 

Records of the Office of the Director / Faculty Files / Box 32 / Veblen, Oswald 1938-1939 
From the Shelby White and Leon Levy Archives Center, Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, NJ, USA



........ -

Dear ProfeaJl)1' Vefllenl 

1 OOIlfesa that 1 _a vexed with Mr. lAreoa whefll nCe1Y11cl h1a 

letter of April 2, • Cqpy of 1Ib1ch 1 eDIlloae. QIa1te ulcle Il'OII -.y tonal: 

.' ~derll~, to wblob., ~ 70\1 well !'JIG., I , pay 110 ~tteJlUoll tdllP.teo,VEll', 

I .. by ,. 8etll\8 clltllr ill my on' 1111114 how tar we CllQ heDj:et'ol'tb CD 1a 

Oonaul.tat1ou nth pn)fesfora of the faculty; .a Ill'. LIU'IIOD ...... ta. '!hilt 

1a BOIIethiq tlIat the ~l!l1d1nl o-1ttee .. a .010 II1ll haft to OOD.ldeJ'. 
, 

If a1x~ protellllllrB ue each to hAve. -c.nolt" at the pl.eu 01 the rov 

lU'Cbitecta the ~beDU1Ue. , &nt th6t tho plaM will not be aareecl en 1IIltil 

• 
.WyO\l JWlue MIIji ... by _u .... tI1U 8V4IIIl1ac, to 'the Ian, 

tb8 plAu 1fb1ch 1 ua4eretaDd f'nIIl ti~ Blue ,. reoeh'eCl tid. -nWId 

'!here 1. MOthel' po1Dt wG1eb I UIUk OUIlttt to be al.eared up 18 
, 

the iDter •• t ot ~ edp1w1.tr&t1oa. ProteMOl' ... r..q Alled _ "II laat 

e~i to aq that you hIId oalled OB ~ ud ..... nge.t1oa lOftlYbi 

• total ~NIfl ... t or the p1Au t07 hJilcU .. h1a JaoVe. .. prOG ..... 
. ' 

.... to _ toe ... .,.., lIad .... ,w1.t.nU ... t. t .. ' .... Ia'tten or ~ klIId 
r . 

,bcnnlAl ... el ....... "'1' 1111 duk u tut or .... ..... It tM .. ,1Inl. _ .... 

ot the .... \di .. a.-1t.tee an tne to app1"MIII .., 'Of tM anId...,. ... U. 
, ' 

• , I 

I 

, 1 

" 
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-' .... t ...... .. nd'n. 111117.", wltIIGII' lIT'III_lLu ........ lball .. , 1ate , 
~. 8OaIM'-. 1 lane 110 left tor t~US .... ·_t I delwre_ 

Iu.. t.·u •• tMt tM ... to ov1d tlWbl.. alll1 to Aft tiM 1a to haft _ . , 

Is.p.l. procedure l'atMr flIaa tho coaplu OM lD .... l.". 1a a ~e8t101l ~ 

, 
_ to Ir........ IIlat 1 did 1a ~ ~~ can was daM _ the autllloriV 

IIIId wUb the II ; 1-' .. oilb' ...... &ftc, _ prote.t .rr. _lPbora'" I 

IM4 will 1t iii important 1'or 1111 to ~ ,.. 1IO~t1Oft -eI'li.vell at RI~~ _ _ ---'; 

!ISM or tbat ot Mr ...... 8, bIlt II BOlat1oD euee4 on by 1Ir. Ceutou. 

'l'01'ell8Or pallOr.qt. 8l'ch1iaot, 1Ir. atnoerbellllX • • nd ~tbe ~bol'8 _~t 

deeply OGDoerned. 1 told r.r.teMOl' .aor*;y last tJ1t;bt that \lllder _ cU-
I • 

auutnoe. lIOul:d I rtIOpelI1 the qIIe8t1on. 

rrotea."r Oenl4 V.blen 
,. Battle load 
Prine.to", hlrleree'S 

t.var . lli.Iloerely, 

, 
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THE Il'..jTITUTE FOR ADVANCED ~ LJDY 
SCHOOL OF MATHEMATICS 

FINE HALL 

PRINCETO N, N EW JERSEY 

February 21 , 1938 

Dear s . Bailey : ./ 

I enclose here\tith a bill of $220 . for the 40 ,000 pine seed­

lings which are to be planted down below the old trolley line . We 

spoke about thi s not very long ago, and I should be obliged if you 

could send it through the proper channel s for payment. It comes 

under an appropriati on of $1000 for t he Building and Grounds Commit­

tee whi ch was arranged for by Mr. Maass . 

With regard t o the p l anting , after consu l ting Professor 

Riefler I have accepted a bid of $490 from ' • Austin D. Morrell . 

This Vias the lowest of three bids which were kindly obtained for us 

by /Jr . Stanley Ber gen. The hi ghest bid was 600. v­
I expect to pay Mr . Morrell also something like $10 extra 

f or bringing t he trees f rCl!Jl Washington' s Crossing to Pr i nceton on 

hi s truok . 

s . Es t her S. Bailey 
P. O. Box 631 
Princeton , . J . 
OV :GB 

Yours sincerely , 

(J~ Yfi.. 
Oswald Veblen 
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THE Ir-..:>TITUTE FOR ADVANCED ~ uDY 
SCHOOL OF MATHEMATICS 

FINE HALL 

PRINCETON, NEW JERSEY February 16, 1938 

Dear Doctor Flexner: 

Thank you for your kind letter of February 14 and f or the 

trouble which you have taken in studying out what was said in our 

correspondence in regard to t he invitation to Bohr. I real i ze bet­

ter than before how easy it is to carry on a conversati on \vithout a 

comp let e agr eement as to what was actually meant. I am obliged f or 

your off er to explain the matter to my col leagues , but I think I shall 

have no di fficulty on t his score and shall have exp lained it to s ome 

of them before your receive t his letter. The positiveness of my im­

pression that Bohr was not on t he stipend fund was due to t he way i n 

whi ch the matter ceme up and to the considerations which I think I re­

member as having entered into the determination of the amount to be 

paid . This was of course confirmed by the way in whi ch I reported 

the matter to my colleagues at the time of our conversations . I see 

no reason , however, for trying to put down such intangible considera­

tions when there is no essential disagreement as t o what ought t o be 

done. I know that you want to deal as generously as possible with 

the School of Mathematios, and you know that I don't want this to be 

done at the expense of the best int erests of the Institut e as a whole. 

r agree heartily with the general point of view which you 

lay down about the way in which a budget should be handled; namely. 

t hat once the budget has been adopted we should regard it as repre­

senting the outside limit of what can be spent . In t his connection 

\ it might be well to let at leaet one member of each School look over 

t he i tems in advance of its adoption , so as to provide a gainst any 

poss ible oversight. In connecti on with t he total of next year's 

bUdget, i t is perl~ps in order for me to bring out t hat, according 
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Dr . Abraham Flexner - 2 February 16, 1938 

to t he method of bookkeeping which _6 followed in the budget for the 

year endin!; June 30, 1938, the amounts allotted to the School of Math­

ematics i n too last three years have been, fo r the years ending June 30 . 

1936 1937 1938 

146 ,479 147 ,129 $143,159 

There has been a change i n the way in which the i -tems pertaining to 

Teachers Insurance and Annuity Association and the oontribut1on t o 

Fine Hal l have been taken aooount of . 

Dr. Abraham Flexner 
20 Nassau street 
Princeton , N.J. 
OV: GB 

Yours sincerely, II 
e~V~'z..u-

O~ld Veblen 
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Stateaent regarding Budget of Eatimated Expenses 
ot School ot Math_tics 

tor the year ending June 30, 1938 

School of liatheaaties • 
Salaries .......................................... . 

Protessors, Associate, Assi.taut., 
Secretary, Librarian t97,330.00 
Technical Assistant 1'000.00-

Teachers Insurance and J.nnui ty A8I!IooiaUon •• 
Occaaional Lecturer ••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Stipends ......................................... ... 
Publicationa ADd SubacriptloD8 •••••••••••••• 

J.nnala of Math_tio. • 2,7'0.00 
Math_tical Publloa11.on 300.00 
Subllcriptiona 

Aaer1can Katheaatical Society 200.00 
Journal ot Sy.bollo Logic 100.00 

Contrihution to work in Fine Hall •••••••••• 

*$1,00 allocated to J. H. Giese for technical 
work on J.nnals of Mathe .. tiea 

• • • 
$98,3311.00 

4,479.00 
1,000.00 

30,000.00 
3,350.00 

6.000.00 

'143,lS9.oo 
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Dear 1'1'O£oI .. or 'ebleIU 

I .. IMIId1I1( to you herewith the 

.to~t re,ardiDC the buqet for the Sebool 

of llath_tio. wbioll you w1ehecl. 

Sinoer~ yo",",. ' 

1'1'0£"1101' O .. ald Ve'Q1en 
rl ... Ball 
PriDe.to ... 'ell larA" 

lSI 

I 

\ 
\ 

\ '>:. . 

\ 

\ 
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SCEOOL O~' l" T El!.']'rlAT I CS Acac.e :cc Or :;.:t--ization 

BUDGt;T Financ e 

GeIDEL, hURT Biogr ap h ic a l 

FLEXNER , A. 

Flexner tm Veblen, Janusry 2 6 , 1938 . 

He says that after the me eting on Monday , he had l ~ng 

c onferenc s on finance , and it is obvious tha t unt~l business 
c oh dit ons improve , ana thus inc rea se t he d ividends in our 
present endowment, we ·snal l h av e to hol d in abey anc e certain 
plans which six mo nths a 0 l ' d re arded a s lik e l y to be 
-. f ulfi l l ed wi thin t he twelve - month period . This H~uld me an 
.g.Q.§j;1<Ql1ing of the tl1.eo ret i c al physi ci sts and taking a ny s a lary 
paid to Professor G de l from the 530 , 000 stipend fund 
ins tead of m&{ing a . furthe r ap propriat~ion, for it is simply 
impossible under existing circumstances to increase the 
matiLemat.ic.al....h.u.o.gEtt at MI . Certain stipends committed by 
the Sch ool of Mat h ematics are n ot required because their 
peopl e ca nnot come . Fl exner has alre ady notified }fr. Le iaesdorf 

tha t a 51~ C O stipend f or Bassi and a 5 750 stipend released 
by Dr . Peenberg lIIIi 11 r evert to the Treasury. 

" Imen an allocated s um lap~s in the c our s e of t he y ear, 
it goe s back t o t he t rea ·ury, a point upon wh ich I t h ink I 
have made myse lf c le~r befor e . I nevitably, in an inst it~on 
like ours a demand f or "unds wi l l be ~ nc~lculable ana there 
wi ll aways be persons who c an b e substitut ed fo r others . I 
t h i nk , howev er, i n t he long run , we ~ wi l l hav e a hi g her 
grade of' appointments i 1' vi \) all r ealize that an appoi n tmen t 
of a grant once made is f' i nal, and that in the event of i t s 
not b e ing used, it i s no t t o go into the second be s t, bu t 
back into the ge nera l fund . It 

V F ne, l exner , Abr a ham 
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