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October 28, 1941

Deer Professor Levi dells Vidas

Professor Penofsky hes showed me your letter to him
and I heve discussed it with several members of our Schoel of
Humsnistic Studies. We sre, of courss, sll of us femilisr with
your outstending qualifications for resesrch in your chosen field,
but I regret to say that the financisl situstion of the Institute
is such =5 to make it impossible for us to meke any additiom to
our permenent staff in the field of Humenistic Studies at the
present time.
| I deeply regret that you do not find conditioms more
satisfectory where you ere snd realisze the los: to seholersidp whiech
is occesioned by the fact that you cznnot meke better progress with
your researches. 1 regret, however, that there is no possibility
of our offering you en appointment at this time.

Yours sincsrely,

FRANK AYDELOTTE, Director

Professor G. Levi dells Vids
The Graduate Sghool of Arts and Sciences
University of Pennsylvania

Philadelphia, Peansylvania
FA/uCE
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THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY
PRINCETON, NEW JERSEY

' September 19, 1941

Dear Professor Herzfeld:

I enclose a letter which I have just
received from Della Vida, via Panofsky. When
you have had time to read it over I should
like very much to tzlk to you about it. I
see no possibility of our making a place
for Della Vida at the present moment, but
nevertheless I should like to know what you
think about him.

Sincerely yours,

o Aot

Professor Ernst Herzfeld
Fuld Hall

FA:MR
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THE GRADUATE SCHOOL OF
ARTS AND SCIENCES

Oriental Srtudies

September 9,1941
Semitics

Dear Professor Panofsky,

I feel encouraged,by your sympathetic attitude towards
me, to write you for advice and help.

I am considering the possibility of becoming connected in some way
with the Institute for Advanced Study.This desire of mine may appear too am=-
bitious,indeed,and people are likely to wonder why I shouldwish to shift from
my present position 48 a professor at the University of Pennsylvania.I believe,
however,to have many reasons for being dissatisfied with it.

When I was appointed by the U.of P, as m successor to professor
Montgomery (who retired in the summer of 1939) I was told that my main task
would have been teaching Arabic and Islamic Civilization.The title of my tee-
ching,which originally was "Semitic Languages",has been changed into "Arabic",
Since the very beginning of my work,ﬁowav‘gl realiged that,in the Orienteal
Department of the U.of P,,Arabic was only assumed as subsidiary to the other
Semitic Languages,instead of being considered,as I think it ought to be,as
an independent branch of Oriental scholarship.

The Semitic section of the Oriental Department being chiefly,if
not exclusively,interested in Assyriology &nd Linguisties,students are di-
rected thﬂnqrds these two fields rather than towards the study of Islamic
Civilization,in which the knowledge of the Arabic Language only represents &
first step,intbducing into a deseper understanding of History,Literature,Reli-
gion and Science.As a consequence of this attitude,I failed to get any stu-
dhts who elected Arabie and Islem as their mejor subject,and am doubting whether

I shall get any in the future.My teaching has been confined to the elements
of the Arabic language.

Furthermore,the financial situation of the U.of P. seems to be
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THE GRADUATE SCHOOL OF
ARTS AND SCIENCES

Oriental Studies
Semirics

very difficult,at least in what refrs to the Division of Humasnities.New
research fields and new teachings never can improve without a proper fi-

nancial support,which is entirely lacking at the present time. The Tniver-
sity Library is inadequate in all branches of learning and its accomfjodations
are amezingly poor;but it is sbsolutely miserable for what Arabic books are
concerned,since many of the most necessary are not to be found,nor there

is any hope of a sensible improvement of this sad situation.At present,I

am unable to carry on the different works which I had begun (my private li-
brary has unfortunatly remained in Europe) or to suggest to my students any
profitable reading mmksmxk subjects,and,even for the short and unpretenﬂdﬂua
articles which I have prepared during the last two years,I have been com-
pelled to use the libraries in Princeton and New York,with much waste of
time and monsey.

Finally,on account of the lack of funds available,noSeholarships
of any kind have ever been awarded to students who might have been inter-
ested in Arabic and Islam.Two or three young men,residents of cities other
than Philadelphia,came to me in the past years,and expressed their wish to
attend my classea,but were unable to do so,since their applications for schb-
larships were refused.

Things being as they are,the hope which I had nourished when I
settled in this country has bedn nullified,and I feel deeply disanpointed,
as I am getting more &and more convinced that my work as & teacher is being
impaired and my activity as a scholar handicapped.

I am not at all sure,I confess,that the Institute for Advanced
Study may be interested in having me among its members,and I understand

that it is confronting,too,some financial problems.Above all, however,I am
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Oriental Studies
Semitics
far from claiming a scholarly standard as high as that of @ﬁe present members

of the I.A.S. Nevertheless,I dare hope that,if I were given the opportunity
of serving in the Institute,my capacity might prove useful for several pur-
poses.

l. An outstanding scholar in the field of Oriental Art,Dr.Herzfeld,
is now a member of the I.A.S. He might be pleased to have as his colleague a
ﬂohr who would use for his own purposes the same literary sources which
he is using fif in an entirely difffrent field,and the joint presence of two
oriental scholars (although differentiated in their approach to Bastern Civi-
lization) may develop into ax peoculiar feature of the Institute,among other,
When my library will be moved to this country,it may implement Dr., Herzfeld's
library.

2+.The students of Princeton Uhiversity who attend Dr. Hitti's
courses in Arabie would meet an adviser who might help them in their research
work.Having numous teaching obligations,Dr.Hitti csnnot cover the whole subject
of Islamic studies,which is very wide,and I am confident that he would appre-
ciate the support which I would give him by advising his advanced students.
The study of Arabiec and Islamic civilization at Princeton University,which
already is ahead of all other American Universities,would be substanéially
improvedby the presence of another §cholar in the vicinity.

3«Living in Princeton,I would be givem the opportunity of kee-

ping in touch with the important collection of Arabic manuscripts in the
University Library(the largest in the United States) and would be able to #
select the most significant items,either for the purposes of my personal

work or as research sopics for other students.
4, Finally,since I could avail myself with a good Arabic library
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8nd e4oy the necessary leisurs,I would be able to carry over some plans
in whieh I have been intersted for s long time,but which have been dis-
continued as a consegience of the mischances A’ my scholarly life.One or
two of those plans are likely to keep me busy for several years,and I venture
to say that the learned body which would have sponsored them would not be
disappointed by their results,

Before 1 undertake any step,I would like to heve your opinion.May
I pray you to approach,quite informally of course,President Aydelottaﬁnd
explain him my situation.You may well imagzine how embarrassed I feel in being
forced to extol my own merits,about which my opinion is rather negative.I
feel even more embarrassed in pointing out that a eall by the I.A.S. might
bes assumed ss a compensation for what I have lost in Burope,for a reason
about which I do not feel ashamed.You kmow that,as early as in 1931,I was
dismissed from the University of Rome for no other reason (Recial diserimi-
nation did not exist at that time either in Germany or in Italy) but my
steady opposition to Fascism,at & time when few men and women,in Burope &as
well as in America, had realized what it meant to our civilization.Of coursse,
I do not presume to be & hero and a martyr,snd still mantein that scholars
should be given positions for their achievements in their special fields
and not for their politieal past.

! Please don't get mad at me on account of this oversize letter,and
tell me frankly what you think of it.Evem if your answer should be disappointing,
I would be thankful for it,

I enclose a short seport on my career,my last published works,and

-
some of my nlans for the next future.Perhaps you may use tisem in dealing with
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President Aydelotte,to whom,of course,I am entirely unkmown. I am sending
you two copies of a little book of mine,one for yoursslf and the other for
President Aydelotte:it deals with a general topic and dombains no technical-
ities.Its only value,incidentally,is to be & bibliographical rarity,The
copies I am sending you are the last whiech I possess,and I am wondering whether
the copies at the publisher's store,in Paris,are still extant,or whether
they have been confiscated eridastroyed.

With my innermost thanks and best regards

very sincerely yours

AL Jolte Ve
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Giorgio Levi Della Vida
born at Venice(Italy) on Angust 22,1886
PheDse University of Rome,1909
1908-1911 in Egypt and Greece (in the latter country,as a member of the
Italian School of Archeology)

1911-1913 assistant 66 Leone Caetani in his great work "Annali dell'Isdem”
1914-1917 professor of Arabic and Islamic civilization at the Istituto

Orientale,Naples(did not teach in 1915-1918,being on military duty)
1917-1913 professor of Semitics at the University of Turin (did not
teach in 191)!-1913,139111; on military duty)
1919-1931 professor of Semitics et the University of Rome
1923-1927 Director of the Oriental School in the University of Rome and
Editor of the Rivista degli Studi Orientali edited by the Oriental School
1927-1931 Editor of the Rivista degli Studi Orientali
1931-1939 (after dismissal from the University for political misconduct(
associate with the Vatiocan Library .lecturer in Granada (Escuela de
Estudios irabes,lSSS),Brussels (Institut d'Histoire et de Philolo-
gie Orientales et Byzsntines,1937),U.S.A. (Yale Tniversity,Hartford
Theological Seminary,Harvard University,Umiversity of Chicago,Pree-
byterian Theological Seminery,University of Wisconsin,University of Iows,Ca-
tholic University of Americe,Princeton University,Columbia University,1937),
Paris (Collége de France,1938)
1939-1941 Visiting professor of Semities at the University of Pennsylvenia
1941 professor of Arabic st the University of Pennsylvania
Foreign Fellow of the Medidval Academy of America( 1933)
Reguler contributor to the Encyclopedia of Islem(Leyden) and the Encido-

pedia Iteliana (Milen)

Main field of research:Arabic History and literature, Other fields: Sem-
itic origins,Phoenician and Aramaic Epigraphy,Syrisec Literature,

History of Oriental Studies

Major works recently published:

Elenco deil msse arabi della Biblioteca Vaticana(1935)
over
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I1 ealiffo Mu'@wiya I (in collaboration with Olga Pinto) (1938)
les Semites (1938)

Ricerche sulla formezione del pih antiqo fondo dei mss. orientali dells Bi=
Blioteca Vaticana (1939)
Major works in the press or advenced in Manuscript:

Documenti per le relazioni della Senta Sede colle Chiese Oriemntali durante il
pontificato di Gregorio XLLL(to be edited by the Vaticam Library).

A forgotten Seottish Traveler and Ori?talist of the 17th Century:George Strachan.

Arabic Literary Nationalism in the 10 th Century:The "Mu@ﬁhﬁt etec." by Muham-
med ibn Omer al-Yemen?,edited and translated.

Major works planned:

A Key to Arabiec glossaries(would callect,d&gest and elucidate the lexicographie
material of scores of partial glossaries,and substantially implement the
Arabic lexicon)

Edition of the "Jamherat ansab al-Arab" by Hishfm Ibn al-Kalb? (the oldest and
most comprehensive work on the genealogy of Arabic tribes(end of the Bth

Century),containing thousands of biographical entries., Has been copied,more
than twenty years ago,from two unique fragmentary mss.,and an index of

about 40,000 cards has been prepared;the edition could not be carried over for

lack of?eisure)
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THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY

SCHOOL OF HUMANISTIC STUDIES
PRINCETON, NEW JERSEY

September 18, 1941

Dear Dr, Aydelotte:

Yesterday I recelved the enclosed letter
from Professor Glorglio Levl Della Vida, together
with a pamphlet, likewlse enclosed, which he asked
me To present to you. To be the reelplent of this
letter 1s both an honor and somewhat embarrassing
for me., Levi Della Vida, whom I met years ago while
working in the Vatican Library and have seen agaln
two or three times in this country, is, in my opinion,
one of the great humanistic scholars of the age. I
cannot, of course, pass Judgment on his work from the
point of view of the specialist, but the fact that he
wae Professor of Semlitice at the University of Rome
and Director of the oriental school in that city
seems to bear witness to the fact that his work has
been recognized by his fellow orientalists. I person-
ally can only say that I have never met a man so wide-
1y read in all literatures, so proficient in all dead
and living languages, and so impeccable as a person as
Levl Della Vida, He speaks French, German, Spanish
and English llke a native, and his general humanistic
erudition ie something unigue. The fact that he
resigned his post 1in Rome as early as 1931 when anti-
Semitism was absolutely unknown in Italy merely because
he profoundly disagreed with the principle of Fasclsnm,
and that he was later hospitably recelved and personally
befriended by Pope Plus XI may also be adduced as proof
of his importance and integrity.

As he hasg in addition great personal charm
and natural dignity, I do believe that there could
not be a more splendid addition to our permanent
faculty than Mr. Della Viga.

On the other hand, I feel that the person who
shoulé be consulted in this matter 1s Dr, Herzfeld -
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respectfully referred to in Della Vida's letter - rather
than myself, and I heslitate to approach you without
having spoken to him, But since Mr. Della Vida has
asked me, as you see, to get in touch with you and not
with anyone else, I don't feel authorized to mention the
matter to Professor Herzfeld.of my own accord., The only
course which I can take is, 1t seems to me, to submit
the letter toc you such as it is and to leave it to you
whether or not you care to discuss the matter with
Professor Herzfeld. I, in turn, shall be grateful to
you for letting me know what your, and poselibly Mr.
Herzfeld's, reactlion has been so that I can answer

¥Mr. Della Vida accordingly.

Very sincerely yours,

Stani @,/,&;T

Dr. Frank Aydelotte
Fuld Hall
Princeton
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. June 22, 1939

Dezar Professor Levi Della Vidas

I have your most intercsting letter of June 10.

I am only sorry that the Institute for Advanced Study has not
been in financial position to offer you a post. However, you
have done very well o meke & beginning at the University of
Pennsylvanis end I have no doubt whatsoever thet your caresr
in this country will be a brilliant and succcssful one.

- ly mmssibn is t;hat under & recsnt ruling of the
State Department you are gtill considered & professor. If on
. applying for ‘a visa you find that thers is difficulty I shall
be very glad if you will write me in order that I aay take the
matter up with the State Depzrtment in Washington.

Needless to say, Philadelphia is only an hour distant
from Princeton and we shall expect you to make this 4s well as
Philadelphia your headquarters.

With all good wishes and genuine congratulations,

Sincerely yours,

; ABRAHA N
Professor G, Levi Della Vida MFLEXNE

Vatifan Library
Rome, Italy
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Rome,June 10,1939,

Dre. Abrsham Flexner.
Institute for Advanced Study.
Nassau Street.

Princeton,lede

Dear Dr. Flexmer,

As you always proved to be kindly interested in whet concerns me,I am sure
you will be glad to hear that I have been appointed as a Visiting Professor in
Semitics at the University of Pennsylvania,beginning on the next fall terma

The position I have been offered,quite unexpectedly,is a splendid one
from a scientific and social point of view,es I have been called to succeed Profes-
sor Montgomery,who is one of the most brilliant Semitic scholars not only in the
UeSe,but all the world over.Although the sslary which could be put at my disposal
was not particulary high,I was happy to anglswer the call,end hope I shall succeed
in improving my finaneial situation too.What does maetter is that I shall be given
the opportunity of carrying on my study under circumstences incomparably more
favorable than those under which I have been compelled to work during the last
sixteen years.I think,the device of every true scholer ought to be:" Primum
philosgﬂbri,dainde vivere".

If I can obtain the permit of entering the U,8.( which seems to be more
difficult than I would have thought,as I cannot be considerd as & "Professor”,
having ceased to teach officially since seven and half years),I shall land at
New York about September 20.I hope,soon after my arrival in the States,I shall
have the opportunity of seémg you,snd look forward to it with the greatest

pleasure.

Belisve me,dear Dr.Flemmer,

very sincerely yours

ida.

o

¥
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Vatican City,February 18th, 1539,

Biblioteca Vaticans,

Dear Dr. Flexmer,
Please accept my innermost thanks for your letter of January,25th.
I am sure that through your invalusble help I shall be able to succeed in securing
in the laZiter part of my lifetime a better opportunity of a peaceful and inten-
sive scientifical work than I could enjoy in its first part.

The general situation here is getting every day more unpleasant.In order
you may have an idea how things are,I will inform you that a book of mine which
has come out from the press a few months ago is not permitted to be sold in Ttaly,
and thet I was obliged to supersede the issue of another book which is to be
published in France,because it contsins a few hints on the racial question,
which I reasonably fear would cause me some harm here.

1 take the liberty of sending you a copy of the first book referred to.

In deep thankfulness, I remain

yous very sincerely

i
.

GeLevi Della Vida
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The Emergency Committee in Aid of Displaced Foreign Scholars

2 WesT 45TH STREET - NEW YORK CITY * Telephone: VAnderbilt 3-1924 - Cable Address: EMERcOM NEW YORK

GENERAL COMMITTEE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

THOMAS 5. BAKER HENRY N. MAC CRACKEN WALTER DILL SCOTT LIVINGSTON FARRAND, Chairman
LOTUS D. COFEMAN ROBERT A. MILLIKAN HARLOW SHAPLEY STEPHEN DUGGAN, Secretary
HAROLD WILLIS DODDS WESLEY C. MITCHELL ROBERT G. SPROUL FRED M. STEIN, Treasurer
SIDNEY B. FAY HAROLD G. MOULTON OSWALD VEBLEN ALREED AL/ E30, Seltut T
HARRY A. GARFIELD WILLIAM A. NEILSON RAY LYMAN WILBUR SRR EF okt
ROBERT M. HUTCHINS GEORGE NORLIN ERNEST H. WILKINS J. LIEBMAN
JAMES H. KIRKLAND MARION EDWARDS PARK MARY E. WOOLLEY NELSON P. MEAD

Please address all Communications to the Secretary

January 31, 1939

Dr. Abraham Flexner

The Institute for Advanced Study
20 Nassau Street

Princeton, New Jersey

Dear Flexner:
Let me thank you for your letter of January 21 concern-

ing Professor Levi della Vida, formerly of the Univer-
sity of Rome.

Miss Drury tells me that she has recelved a later note
from you to the effect that you would like us to take
no steps for the present in regard to Professor Levi
della Vida. We shall, of course, hold this matter in
abeyance until we hear further from you.

Cordially yours,

rdtary
*—--"___—-—-—" Toe——
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Jenuary 30, 1939

Dear Niss Drury:

Thank you for your kind letter of Jemuery 22 in
relerence to Professor Levi Della Vids. I was just about to
write a letter to Dr. Duggen, ‘or on reflection I should like
to ask that your Comnittee take no stspe im regard to
Professor Levi Delle Vids at the moment. If it is necessary
to invoke your sssistence I shall write you agein later.

With a1l good wishes,

Sincerely yours,

AERAHAM FLEXNER

liss Betty Drury

The Emergency Coummittee in Ald of
Displsced Foreign Scholars

2 West 45th Btreet

New York City

AF/MCE
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The Emergency Committee in Aid of Displaced Foreign Scholars

2 WesT 45TH STREET - NEW YoRrk Cirty - Telephone: VAnderbilt 3-1924 - Cable Address: EMERCOM NEW YORK

GENERAL COMMITTEE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE
THOMAS §. BAKER HENRY N. MAC CRACKEN WALTER DILL 5COTT LIVINGSTON FARRAND, Cheirman
LOTUS D. COFFMAN ROBERT A. MILLIKAN HARLOW SHAPLEY STEPHEN DUGGAN, Secretary
HAROLD WILLIS DODDS WESLEY C. MITCHELL ROBERT G. SPROUL FRED M. STEIN, Treasarer
SIDNEY B. FAY HAROLD G. MOULTON OSWALD VEBLEN ALFRED E. Oﬁ“‘{_‘-nﬁ‘;'ﬂ"m Treasurer
HARRY A. GARFIELD WILLIAM A. NEILSON RAY LYMAN WILBUR B AE I i
ROBERT M. HUTCHINS GEORGE NORLIN ERNEST H. WILKINS

Please address all Communications to the Secretary

January 28, 1939

Dr. Abraham Flexner, Director
Institute for Advanced Study
20 Nassau Street

Princeton, New Jersey

Dear Dr. Flexner:

Let me acknowledge provisionally your letter of January 21
addressed to Dr. Duggan which has been forwarded to him. I find on
going through our files that we do not have any material about Dr.
Levi della Vida's case, and I wonder if we might have a little more
information to place before the members of our Committee when they

meet next Friday (February 3)7

Sincerely

etty Drury
Assistant Secretary

BD:Ed
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Januaery 21, 1929

Dear Professor Levi dells Vidas

Professor Herzfeld has been kind enough to chow me
your letter of December 17, I cannot explain how it ha pened that
I falled to answer the letter to which you sliude. 1 sm very
regretful that such was the case. In any event, I have slready f
begun to take stepa togses if it will be possible to bring you to
this country. If such proves to be feasible your post would for a
year or two be & modsst one, but I have such confidence in your
'splundid scholarship that I feel sure you will make your way in
America and that if the proper arrang=ments to bring you here can
be made you would enjoy conditions fsvorable to your happiness and
your productivity.

I sheall let you hear from me asgain as soon as my
present inquiry brings an answer,

With all good wishes,

Sincerely yours,

Professor G. Levi lla Vide AERAHAM FLEXNER
Bibliotecs Veticana
Vatican City

BO.B. Itll"

AF/uCE
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Jemuary 21, 1939

Dear Duggang
Professor Herafeld hns recently had o letter from s fellow

worker in his own field, Professor Levi delle Vids, formerly of the

University of Rome. Levi della Vida refused to tsks the fascist oath
end wzs dismissed in 1231. Thersupon the Pope geve him a smsll post

in the Vatican Library - surely & high trilute to his scholarship.
Herafeld tells me that he is really first rate. I nu'selij met him on

one occesion and found him p»:rsongll;f a2 mogt charuing and delightful man.
He is eager to come to Americs snd Herafeld 1z =ager to have him hare et
the Instituta,

I am wondering whether your Comsittes is in poeitlon to pro-
vide with outside colperstion a sslery of $4000 “or two yeurs. I believe
that at the end of thst period I could contrive to earry him until he found
an opening elsswhere or until we ourselves gave him something more worthy
of his scholarship and deserts.

With all good wishes,

| Sincerely yours,
Dr. 8tephen P. Duggan :
Emergency Coamittee in Aid of
Displaced German Scholars

2 Wast 4L5th Etreet
New York City
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1,Giorgio Levi Della Vida,was born in Venice(Italy) on fg/
Mugust 22d,18868.1 took my degrees at the University of
Rome in 1909,spent the two following years in Egypt and
Greece(where I took part in the Italien excavations in
Crete),and from 1911 to 1913 wes associated in the great
work of Duke Leone Caetani, "Annali dell'Islam":vodl.9

and 10,the last issued,are almost éntirely my work.

At the end of 1913 I was appointed as a professor of
Arabic end Islamic culture at the Istituto Orientale of
Haples.After heving been on military service during the
war L915-1917,I was eappointed as a professor of Semitiec
langueges at the University of Turin;in November,1919,I
answered & cell the University ofgRome,where I remsined
until December,1931.Having refused the oath of allegiance
to the Fascist Regime,] was dismissed from my chair:since
then,I have lived as & private sholar.Il am associated,
without any official position,to the Vatican Library,in
order to describe its Oriental Manuscripts.

My scientifical work has been chiefly devoted to Sem=
ities in general,to ancient Syriac and Arabic Litersature,
Areabic History,Islamic Religion,North-Semitic Epigraphies.
I have contributed meny articles to the Encyclopaedia of
Islam(Leyden) and the Enciclopedia Italiana(Rome).

For several years I have been Director of the Oriental
School in the University of Rome,editor of the Rivista de-
gli studi orientali,member of the board of the Istituto
per 1'Oriente and of the Societa Italiena per il Progres-
so delle scienze.In 1922 I was elected corresponding mem=-
ber of the Royal Acedemy of Sciences,Turin,and in 1933
foreign fellow of the Medisevel Academy of Amerioca,Cam-
bridge,linss.

I delivered lectures at the School of A{rabic Studies
end the University of Granada(Spain) in 1935,at the Uni-
versity of Bruxelles(Belgium) in 1937,in several Univer-
sities of the United Stetes,in 1937,at the College de
France at Paris,in 1938,

Two shorts accounts of my life and works have appeared
in the Enciel@pedia Italiana and in the International
Who's whoe
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via Po,9,Rome

or
Biblioteca Vaticana Rome, September 1lst, 1938,
Citta del Vaticsno

Dear Dr. Flexner,
Some,months ago,I asked you if you had in view the possibility that

I might come to the United States in a next future;your secretary,who had
the bounty of answering my letterAdnring your absence,informed me that
there was none.Nev"t-bheless,I venture to ask you again if you do not see
eny/PEEEIVIYIYY wey by which I might settle in Americs.

You know that,since seven years,my position in this country has been
very difficult.l now fear that it msy soon become quite impossible for
me to go on in my work,even in the precarious situation in which I have
lived since my dismissal from the University.

I kmow too well that I am far from possessing & world wide reputation
like that of,say,Einstein,Herzfeld,Panofka or Jaeger,which would open me
the doors of any University or Bcientific Institute:but,although on a much
more modest scale,l dare say that I might do some pr;:fitable work in my
particular field,either as a teacher,or as & research fellow,or even as
a librarian.

I enclose a short account of my scientifical career.

I feel rather embarassed in asking you to help me,and assure you
that I would not apply to you mor to enybody else,if I did not consider
my future with a serious epprehension.

Believe me,dear Dr. Flexuer,

yours very faithfully
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June 10, 1938 !
Profegaor Cs Lovl Della Vida
Vis Po, ?
Rome, Italy

ly dear Profecsor lLevi Della Vidas
In the absence of Drs Flexmer I wich %o

thank you for your most kind letter of iuy 24, which
I ghall bring to his attentiom whem Le retwns %o
Princeton after his wacation, le was very o ilucere
when he expressed the hope of seeing you again in
the near future, but he had no definite lectureship
in mind, only wished that he might lave the privilege
of hearing another of your stimulating lectures soons

Very truly yours,

€ATHEA 5. garLey

ESB . Secretary
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Rome, May 24th,1938.
Via Po,9.

Dear DreFlexner,

I have beedn pleasantly surprised by your letter from April 19th,The two
trifling pamflets I had sent you only in order to give you a tokem of my friend-
ly remembrance did not deserve the honor of a parifoular answer.The last sen-Ygrde
tence of your letter gives me the courage of ssk1n¢ou e question,although I
fear that you may find it indiscrete.

You write: "Trusting that we mey have the opportunity in the near future
of seeing you again in the United States".May I ask,wether these words are to
be taken as the expression of a general wish (for which I should feel very
grateful to you) or if they are referring to & positive possibility?

I mist frankly emphatize that I would be exceedingly happy to be given
the opportunity of spending again some time in the States.There are two ser-
ious reasons which make me desire this:firstly,my financial situation,which
is far from being satisfactory,as my work at the Vatican Library,although it
fe very interesting and pleasing,is repfirded at & very low rate;secondly,I feel
anxious to breath some free air,at least for a short while,and would be glad
to have some leisure for working out of any compulsion.

I think I already told you that I do not sympathise with lectures:they
are neither scientific enough as to form a real improvement to science,nor
of such a general interest as to constitute en attraction for & wide publicd
I believe I could better help W\ the progress of Semitic and Islamic studies,
if I ocould work in connection with a selected number of students,dealing with
a few definite subjects.

I em not aware if there would be any possibility of that kind,nor am I
so self-conceited as to think that my teaching would have sensational results
on the advancement of learming.l only wish to express my point of view on the
wey in which I think that my limitade) knowledge could be rendered profitabl e
for the genersl progress of science,

If you find that my question was out of place,please do not take any ac=

count of iteIl shall not be angry for that, ) ; y

yours very sincerely Mi” i

Believe me,dear Dr. Flexmer,
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Dear Professor Levi Della Vide:

Please accept my very warm thanks for
your kind favor in sending me the reprint of your
article, Arteflus and his Clavis Ssplentise, which
I shall have great plespure in reading. I am
equally grateful to you for a abpy of the memorial
to Le Pere Henrl Lammens.

Trusting that we may have the opportunity
in the near future of seeing you again in the
United Btates,

Sincerely yours,

Prof. G. Levi Della Vida
Via Po 9

Rome, Italy

AF/uCE

—~ = ST S PSR T
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Jamuary 21, 1987

Dear Professor Hittl:

In consequence of the steady fall in interest rates,

involving of course a corresponding ceoreese of income from
endovment, we are not yet making any camitments for next year.
I feel sure that we shall be able to keep up everything that we
have started, but I do not wish Lo be embarvassed by undertaking
anything further at the present time. If 1t turns out, as I hope
it may, that the resowrces of the Imstitute are increased, I shall
be very clad to do amything in respect to Professor Levi Della Vida
that you and Professor Hersfeld recommends I shall talk to
Professor Herzfeld on the subject when I next see him,

With all good wishes,

Sincerely yours,
ABRAMAM FLEXNER

Professor Ps K. Hittd
106 Fits Randolph Road

Princeton, lew Jersey
AF/UCE
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1937

Professor Philip . K. Hitti
Princeton University
Princeton, New Jersey

Deer Professor Hitti:

I am sorry that # misunderstanding seems to have erisen
in our correspondence on the proposed lecture tour of Professor Giorgie
Levi Dells Vida., In my letter of Dgeember 4, 1936, I wrote you &s follows

The usuel sppropristion for e lecture is about $100 plus & small
sum for traveling expenses. The sppropriaticn for two or more lec-
tures would be between $150 snd $200.

It is, of course, possible thet this letter did not re=ch you.

In enswer fo your request I esn glive ycu the following
informstion. A4s snnounced in the Hews Bulletin of the Institute of Inter-
netionsl Educetion, November 1986, pege 12, the professor is ready to give
the following lectures: "The beginning end Development of Arsbie Historiog
rephy," "Arsbie Litersture 2nd its Importance for the Understanding of
Christisn Medievsl Culture," "The Survivsl of Phoenician ILengusge end
'Gulture in Romen Africe.™ He is mlso esvealleble for & lacture entitled
"s4est end West: A Study in Cultursl Relations,” nct aanounced in the
Billatin., —Pne4&rtEs Tor-the-Téctures ®r¥s not setiled yet. The professor
will be in this country in Msrch and April. A4s soon as I receive a
definite snswer from you, I shell sent 1t to New York where his itinerary
will be tentatively prepered.

The professor is not sctive in any politicel movement.
In 1936 he mede & successful lecture tour of the universities of Spein
without the slightest politie=l difficulty from sny side. For your
persongl informstion I osn state thet he does not belong to the Fascist

perty.

The professor is scheduled tc lecture 2t the following
Universities: Columbie, Yele, Hertfurd Seminary, Harverd, Michigen,
Chicege, Weshington, Johns Hopkins in Beltimore, Pennsylvesnie and Princesto:
4t the University of Chieego, e.z2., he is to give three lectures, twe
public ones &and one for & restricted number of specislists in the field.
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Concerning Professor Levi Delle Vida's knowledge of
Engllish, I esn-give you the assurance of one of the professars &t
the University of Chicego who has mat him lately in Rome. He says
thet the profasanr is & very good lecturer and thet he speaks English
fluently.

Accordinsg to informetion I hed received from Miss
Olge Pinto, I wss counting your University smong the ones thest would
surely accept the services of Professor Levi Dells Vide for one or
two Iectures. We need bDadly an invitetion from your University, and
I shall not be exsggersting if I sey that & negetive enswer from you
might ceuse us considerable financlel difficulties -- perhsps even to
such =n exgent thet we would be forced to give up entirely the plan
of bringing the professor to Amereéia. I most sineerely hope thest for
the sake of sciences you will do everything in your power to give us e
fevorable reply. I shell be glad to give you any sdditionel informetion
which you may reguire.

With kindest regerds, I remein

Very sincerely yours,

( signed ) Ignace T. Gelb.
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Dear Dre. Flexner:

Dr. Pinto, who is spending some months in this
country to study libraries, came to the office somes
weeks ago, at the suggestion of Professor Hitti, to
talk about the possibility of Prof. levi Della Vida
giving some lectures here while he is in country
next winter on & lecture tow. I understood fram her
that he is lecturing at Harvard, Chicago, and several
other universities, and she said that Prof. Hitti is
interested in the possibility of his giving some

lectures here under the joint auspices of the University
and the Institute.

~ She said she would give us detailed information
about him in a letter, and this letter evidently is
written at her suggestion. I answered it saying that
you were away on your vacation; that the letter would
be brought to your attention at the first opportunity;
and that he would doubtless hear from you in due time.

M.C.E.
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July 21, 1936
Profs G. lovl Della Vida
Vie Po ©
Rame, Italy
My deer Frofessor Levi Della Vidas

| Yow letter of July 4 hes come while

bre Flexner, the Director of the Institute, 1s eway
on his vacation, I siwll bering it to his attention
at the first opportunity and you will doubtlesa hear
from him 1z due time,

Very truly yours,

MARIE C EICHF!I <FR
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Prof., G. Levi Della Vida
/ Via Po 9, Rome, Italy July 4, 1936

T —— e
=

The Secretary

The Institute for Advanced Study
20 Nassau Street

Princeton, New Jersey

Dear Sir:

I hear from Miss Olga Pinto that you would take some interest
into the plan I have formed of delivering, in the winter session 1936-1237,
some lectures on Arabic and Semitic subjects in different Universities and
Scientific Institutes in the U.,S,A. I therefore gzive you the main elements
relating to my previous scientifical career and submit the titles of four
lectures (among whom may of course be chosen those which would seem most
fitting).

I was for 18 years professor of Arabic and Semitic languages
at the Oriental Institute of Baples and at the Universities of Turin and
Rome. On January 1, 1932, having refused the oath of allegiance to Fascism,
I was dismissed from my place by order of the govermment and am now living
as & private scholar.

My published books and papers deal mainly with Semitic Civilisa=-
tion, Arabic Litteratures and History, Syriac Litterature, Phoenieian
Epigraphics. I am correspondent of the Academy of Sciences, Turin, sinece
1822 snd foreign member of the Medieval Academy of America, Cambridge, Mass.,
since 1934. In the spring of 1935 I was invited to give some lectures at
the University of Granada (Spain).

The subjects of the proposed lectures are following:

1, The Begimning and Development of Arabie Historiography

2+ Fiction and Reality in Ancient Arabie Poetry

3« The Arabie Literature and its importance for the understanding
of Christian Medieval Culture

4, The Survival of Phoenician language and Culture in Roman Afries

In the hope that you will be so kind as to let me know something =
the possibility of realising thée plan, I remain, in deep thankfulness,





