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T H E QUEST 

To K. A. 

One April day the chairman said 
"Fuld Hall next year will lack a bead 
J. Robert will be unemployed; 
Go forth, you five, and fill that void." 

Then Captain Henry told his crew 
"In view of what we are to do · 
We'll need some help - we haven't any, 
Let's latch on to this fellow Kenny. 

"Let's plan clear-cut,. decisive action 
That gives all parties satisfaction 
Just as the buildings-grounds committee 
Did wl th the swimming. pool for Kl tty. 

"And ere· ,a new head we appoint 
Let's see how others view the join~; 
Does it perform a useful function 
Or should we render final unction? 

"Is the old Institute advancing? 
Should we do something ln square dancing? 
Is our· pre-eminence a mirage? 
Should we start research in dressage? 

"Should the director be ~ scholar 
Or ls his job to seek the dollar? 
Does Bundy think our salaries low? 
What thoughts has Henry Allen Moe? 

"When mathematicians are adults 
Their idleness brings bad results, 
At nineteen they've created plenty; 
Question: should they be shot at twenty?" 

- The six began on nea.rby lanes, 
They interviewed the local brains, 
They asked Dean Brown about reliance 
On physics versus social science; 

With tact they queried Bob Goheen 
As to the Institute cuisine; 
Full many a pundit's bell they rang 
From H~rmander and Meiss to Yang, 

From Marston Morse to ·Tullio Reggi 
A few were calm and some were edgy. 
Professor Weil just said "Amen, 
Hail peace on earth, good will to men!" 

\ 

Board of Trustees Records: Committee Files: Box 4: Committee to Select Director 1945-1947, 1965-1966 
From the Shelby White and Leon Levy Archives Center, Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, NJ, USA



( 

--f ( 

- 2 -

Professor Gilliam said "For me ~ 
The world stopped turning 1 B.C." 
Alf~ldi said "And I insist 
That Grant .and Lee did ~ot exist." 

Montgomery said "I have no praise 
For him who wrote ! Thousand Days, 
At -half mast we should fly our pennon 
For this worst step since we took Kennan.• 

The task force roamed by land and air 
From Washington to Harvard Square, 
From Cooperstown to Berkeley, cal., 
Geneva, Brussels and Pall Mall; 

To Lefty's theory of ~otation 
They listened without acclamation; 
Spellbound they sat while Barney Keeney 
Discoursed over· his sixth martini; 

They talked to Medawar and Bell, 
Van Hove, Bailyn, Kerr as well, 
To Baker, Haskins, White and Pusey; 
They came home wise and slightly woozy. 

But on their travels they had found 
A don - sage, modest and profound. 

* 
Triumphantly our choice we blazon, 
Three cheers for us as well as Kaysen! 

- 8 April 1966 HKH 

- ,,...... 

\ l_ __ 
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THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY 

PRINCETON, NEW JERSEY 08540 

February 8, 1966 

Dear Dr. Oppenheimer: 

As you know, Buz is going to spend Thursday 

going around to the faculty members at their 

homes to tell them of the Trust ees• decision. 

He thought that he might come by your house 

at about 9:30 a.m. to give you a copy of the 

letter that is being sent to the others by 

Mr. Leidesdorf. I hope that is convenient. 

If not, could you give him or Margaret a call 

tomorrow evening? 

Yours, 

Kenneth Auchincloss 

. ·t 
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THE INSTITUTE FOR ADV AN CED STUDY 

PRINCETON, NEW JERSEY 

November 4, 1965 

Professor Carl Kaysen 
235 Littauer Center 
Cambridge 38, Mass. 

Dear Carl, 

Here is our reimbursement for the excellent 

lunch you gave Buz Henry and me. My admiration 

for the Littauer Center has soared even higher 

at finding that you have kept the Faculty Club 

so secure from inflation. 

Buz has shown me a copy of his recent letter 

to you, and let me add my own word of thanks. As 

you can imagine, after 30 or 40 discussions of the 

rnstitute's problems one begins to feel as if past 

conversations are simply being chopped up and put 

back together in a different form (shades of EEC 

poultry tariffs~ ) . But you offered us some genu­

inely original thoughts, and I hope that we can 

make something of them. 

It was very good to see you again, and good 

to see Cambridge. Perhaps if I can procrastinate 

this work long enough, I'll have a chance to do it 

once more . 

Best regards, ._ 
Kenneth Auchincloss 
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October 29, 1965. 

llr. ~enneth Auchf.ncloss, 
Institute for Advanced Studies, 
Princeton, H. J . 

Dear ken, 

The expenses of our lunch last Friday 
were $11. 45. 

Sincerely yours, 

Carl ~aysen. 

<X/hd 

' J 
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UNITED STATES 
ATOMIC ENERGY COMMISSION 

WASHINGTON 25, D. C . 

16 April 1947 

Dear Doctor Aydelotte: 

This is to advise you that your 
telegram of this date was received in 
Mr. Strauss' absence. 

However, I should like to inform 
you that Mr. Strauss was in communication 
with Mr. Herbert Maass in New York after 
receipt of a telegram from Dr. Oppenheimer 
in the affirmative. 

Mr. Strauss will no doubt write you 
when he returns to Washington but I thought 
you would like to have the above information. 

Yours very truly, 

a · · · 11. -zJ aMw 
~Walker 

Secretary to L.L. Strauss 
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Dr. Aydelotte 

Telegram 
New York City 
April lq , 1947 

Have no word yet from anybody which authorizes i mmedia'te 
release. 

kr Herbert .l:i. Maass 
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'1' E L E G R AM 

·Lewis L. Strauss 
United States Atomic Energy Commis sion 
Washington, D. c. 
Herbert H. Maass 
20 Excnange Place 
New York 5, New York 

April 15, 1947 

Should be grat eful for advance indica tion your plans for 

announcement. 

FRANK AYDELOTTE 

Charge to Institute for Advanced Study 
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TELEGBAJ( 

Leld.a L. Strauss 
United States Atomic Energy Oommla ion 
ash1ngton , D. C. 

Herbert H. Musa 
20 Excn nge Pla.oe 
Bew Iork 5, .Rev York 

April 15 I 1947 

Should be gra t eful tor a~vance 1nd1o t 1on your p ns tor 

announeemant. 

FBARK ilDELOTTE 

Charge to Institute for Adv need Stud7 
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April 14, 1947 

Dr. J. Robert Oppenheimer nas not yet been able to 

see President Sproul and consequently does not wish his 

appointment at the Institute to be announced until ne has 

formally resigned from the University of California. I 

must, therefore, ask you to keep the information secret 

until you see it in the newspapers. 

FRANK AYDELOTTE 
Director 
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THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY 

PRINCETON, NEW JERSEY 

April 14 , 1947 

Dr . J. Robert Oppenheimer has not yet been 

able to s ee Presi dent Spr oul and consequently does 

not wish his appointment at the Institut e t o be 

announced until he has formally r esigned from the 

University of California. I must, t her efor e , ask 

you t o keep t he i nformation secre t until you see it 

in the newspapers . 

FRANK AYDELOTTE 
Director 
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THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY 

PRINCETON , NEW JERSEY 

April 14, 1947 

Dr. J . Robert Oppenhei mer has not yet been 

able to see President Sproul and consequent ly does 

not wi sh his app ointmen t a t the Institut e t o be 

announced unti l he has formally r esigned from the 

University of California . I must, therefore, ask 

you to keep the i nformati on secr6t until you see it 

in the newspapers . 

FRANK AYDELOTTE 
Dir ector 

Board of Trustees Records: Committee Files: Box 4: Committee to Select Director 1945-1947, 1965-1966 
From the Shelby White and Leon Levy Archives Center, Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, NJ, USA



THE INSTITUTE FOR ADV • .:\1-lCED STUDY 

PRINCETON, NEW JERSEY 

April 14, 1947 

Dr. J. Robert Oppenheimer has not yet been 

able t o s ee President Sproul and consequently doe s 

not vish his appointment at the I ns t itute t o be 

announced until he has f or mally r esigned from t he 

University of California. I must, therefore, ask 

you to keep the i nformat i on s ecre t until you s ee it 

in the newspapers. 

FRANK AYDELOTTE 
Director 
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UNITED STATES 

ATOMIC ENERGY COMMISSION 

WASHI NGTON 

11 April 1947 

Dear Doctor Aydelotte: 

Many thanks for your kind note of 
the 10th. I appreciate your congratulations 
and am passing your message along to my 
colleagues. 

The Institute matter has progressed 
as planned and I expect to have a draft of 
the announcement ready for delivery to 
Mr . Maass and will call him in New York 
tomorrow as I am going up tonight. I was 
unable to reach you today but this letter 
should be in your hands tomorrow morning. 

Faithfully yours, 

LEWIS L . STRAUS~ 

Dr. Frank Aydelotte 
The Institute for Advanced Study 
Princeton, New Jersey 
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J. ROBERT OPPENHEIMER 

Pb.1eie1st; b. Rew York , N. Y., April 22, 1904; 

•· Julius and Ella (Freedman) 0 .; A.B., Har.vard Uni VPr s1 ty, 

1925 , student Cambridge Univers ity, England, 1925-1926; 

Ph. D., G!ttingen Univers~ty , Germany , 1927: m. Katherine 

Harrison, November 1940; cblldreo--Peter, Katherine Tyke. 

National Research f ellow, 1927- 1922!; International Education 

Board fellow, l92g-1929; Assistant professor , theoret+cal 

physiea, California , 1929-1930, Associate p:rcteesor, 1930-

1935, Professor , 1935--; Associate profeasor , Ca11to~n1a 

Instit ute of Technology , i92g_1937 , Professor 1937--· 

Director, l abora t ory-,- santa -Fe , -Hew Meiieo: that pet>feotecl 

the atom.le bomb , 1945 . Fellow American Academy of Arts and 

Sciences , American Ph7s1eal Society; Member , National 

Academy of Sciences , .America n :Ph1losoph1ca l Socie t y . 

Quantum mechan1ce ; cosmic rFJYs. Home: Eagle Hill, 

Berkeley, Oa11forn1a. 
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J . RO OPP UDlfR 

h1•1o1et; · b . u v X r~, • Y., April 22, 1904; 

• . Juli • 1tnd 1£11 ( re A. B. , li!lrV'ar<l iln1 nre1 ty, 

1925, atuc:lent C&abtt-ldg• Un1Tet" it.7, t:J'l land, 1925-1926; 

Ph.D., G5tt1n3eb Unl.Y,. lty ~ .. n7, 1927; • ktb rlntJ 

R ~r1 n, 11ov..,.ab r 1940J • Chlldren--S'eter, J:.atb1tr1tu• Ty · • 

~1 n l •••81."'.Ch t l ..,, , 192l· l92!J Int rn ti.on 1 Educ t1:,n 

BOaro felloJ, 92!- 929; Ae 1 t at · l 

h7 lo•. Oa11torn1 , 9 - 1930 , Aeeoo te J'Ot•••o~, 19)0-

l9J5; lraf•ftno~ , 1935--; •eoolftt r-of ~s r, C~l1f~rn1 

ln t1tute ~t f•ohnology ~ 192 l 9J7 , Proteas ~ l9J7--· 
n1r et r , l~b r ~01""7, !lanta F• , • w x.lao , th t p rr eted 

. t h1t toala b , l9h5 . Fellow & ~r-1 n a dem7 t Arta nd 

all rq o'f 1eno••, er1oan h1loaopl'l1.oal 8oc1 '1 • 

.. *1\it.UD eo 1.1\1 i o•illo r~• · Ho e : l• ill, 

Ber •1•7, Calltorn1 a.. 
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UNITED STATES 
ATOMIC ENERGY COMMISSION 

WASHINGTON 25, D. C. 

Dr . Frank Aydel otte, 
Highland Park Florida Club, 
Lake ~ales, Florida. 

Dear Doctor Aydelotte: 

17 January 1947 

Many thanks for your note. I had not known 
that you were in Florida, and I am delighted to learn 
that you are enjoying a rest . You certainly deserve 
it and I hope you will have good weather andr-if you 
are looking for it,-good spor t . 

Hoping to see you soon after your return and 
with cordial greetings to Mrs. Aydelotte , I am, as ever 

Yours faithfully, 

L~YIS L. STRAUSS 
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BY DIRECT WIRE FROM 
Cl.Ass OF SERVICE w E s T E R N 1223 S YMBOLS 

-
This is a full-rate DL - Day Lc.tter 

Telegram o r Cable- . 
fe:am unless its de- u N I 0 N 

NT=Ovcmight T clcsrarn 

rrcd character is in-
dicated by a suitable 

LC-Defcrttd Cabk 

symbol above or p re- NL T - Cablc Niaht u tm 
ceding t he address. R . B . WHITE NEWCOMB C ARLTON .J . C . W I LLEV E R 

P RE SJ CENT C HAI RMAN OF THE B OARD F I R S T VICE• P RE510E NT "\ Shlp RadlotiTam 

a . . . 
The olinD tune .hown m the date hoe on telegrams and day letters IS STANDARD TrME at point or origm. Time of receipt is STANDARD TI ME at point or destination 

WU4 79=10 WASHINGTON DC 20 341P 

DR FRANK AY DELOTTE: 

=HIGHLAND PR LA KE WALES FL 0: 

: MESSAGE YOU RECEIVED WAS SENT ALL MEMBERS OF COMMITTEE 

BY MISS RICHARDSON STOP I WOULD NOT HAVE ADDRESSED YOU 

:AS I CERTAINLY WOULD NOT WISH YOU TO CURTAIL YOUR LONG 

DEFERRED HOIDAY AND SINCE I HAVE YOUR VIEWS SO RECENTLY 

AND FULLY EXPRESSED AND WHICH I WILL PRESENT I CAN SEE 
NO REASON FOR YOU TO PENALIZE YOURSELF STOP IF HOWEVER 

YOU DECIDE TO COME I HOPE YOU CAN LUNCH WITH ME THURSDAY 

ONE OCLOCK METROPOLITAN CLUB WIRE WHETHER= 
LEWIS L STRAUSS 
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Miss .R ichardson 

TELEGRAM RECEIVED 
Washington D . C • 
January 15, 1947 

Plan to attend meeting Strauss committee 5:00 p.m. l''riday 
J anuary 24th in Leidesdorf Office. 

kr Louis B • Weed, M • D • 
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THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY 

SCHOOL OF ECONOMICS AND POLITICS 

PRINCETON, NEW JERSEY 

January 14, 1.947 

Dear Frank: 

'!"Im long telephone calls with Mr. Strauss provide 
me with the information tliat, if his Committee accept his 
recommendations, they will choose a Director from among the 
persons suggested by the Faculty. This is good news and I 
very much hope that the Chairman will succeed in his program. 

we all very much hope t hat it may be possible for 
you to attend the meeting which is now being called for either 
Janµa.ry- 24 or 25. We know that you would be capable of ex­
pressing our point of view and in furthering the cause of 
the candidates whom we have suggested. 

One point I have been specifically requested to 
bring forth, namely, that if one or mor e dark horses is 
suddenly brought forward at the coming meeting, you will do 
everything possible to prevent precipitate action and to give 
the member s of the Faculty an opportunity to consider the 
person or persons in question. 

Do you think that before a definitive choice has 
been made--or at least before an actual appointment~some 
sort of liaison ought to be established with Harold Dodds, 
so that the news will not b~e sprung on him at the same time as 
it reaches the general public? I am not suggesting, of course, 
that the University have any sort of veto, but simply that as 
a matter of courtesy it ought to be kept informed. 

Dr. Frank .Aydel otte 
Lake Wales Florida Club 
Lake Wales, Florida 

As;1: 
Edward Mead Earle 
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DAY L E T T E R 

January 11+, 19ll-7 

Strauss Committee Will meet at 5:00 p.m., Friday, January 24th at 
Mr. Leidesdorf 1s office, 125 Park Avenue, New York City. 

Jane S. Richard son 

Copy to: 

Lewis w. Douglas 
Mutual Life Insurance Company of New York 
34 Nassau Street 
New York 5, New York 

John F. Fulton 
Yale University School of Medicine 
333 Cedar Street 
New Haven 11, Connecticut 

Samuel D. Leidesdorf 
125 Park Ave~ue 
New .I.ark 17, New York 

Heroert H. Maass 
20 Exchange Place 
New rork 5, New York 

Michael Schaap 
Bloomingdale 1s 
Lexington Avenue and 59th Street 
New ~ork 22, Nev York 

Lewis L. Strauss 
Room 220 
State Depa rtment 
Washington, D. c. 
Lewis .ti. · weed 
National Research Council 
2101 Constitution Avenue 
Washington, D. c. 

D A :r 

Frank Aydelotte 
Highland Park Florida Club 
Lake Wales, Florida 

L E T T E R 

January 14, 1947 

Strauss Committee will meet at 5:00 p.m., Friday, January 24th 
at Mr. Leidesdorf 1 s office, 125 Park Avenue, New rork City, Earle 
writing you today. 
Charge to Institut e for 

Advanced Study 
Jane S. Richardson 
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J u.nuary ..1..1 , : 91i. 7 

'r . !"'r- e I . Dougln e 
l'ut I..1.fc Insurn noe Ccmmrny or Neu York 
34. v ~~ u Strer-,t 
~ Y0rk 5, r York 

I h v e just Pnt j u s tF-legr call1n a m~eting 
or Mr. StrRue~•a oomm1 ttee en the d1rectorebi t tive 
o 1 c J ock on Frldoy ftern 'lon ,_ J anu qry 24-th, 1n Mr . 
L~l eaiorf 's office, 125 P rk Avenue, NP\ Xor- City . 
I r ,., ~P.d y:>ur pr1 fer nee fur a. meet· nr; on t• _P ,.!5th 
t o . • ~~Fi 1r.s t i1le , orntng l>ut Bince thP- ffiPj r1 t ot 
mPm ~ .. )f th~ comr.:1ttee f nun it oc;e4..ble to a ttend 
on t hP -~th r thnr t hon on the 25th, both Mr. Maasa 
nnd :r . StJ.·ausa agre d tha t it w uld bP bPst to hold 
t hP m'"-'Oi;1ng on Frid y . I ver., much h~-p tI;at th1 A 
arrnr~e~ent vl ll not prove 1nconveni~nt r~ tn t 1t 
i.w1 te. oa - ble for yo1 to a ttPnet . 

Y"ur~ Ginc erely 1 

Jane s . Rich r ocn 
Aa 1-t~~t SPcr etury 
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DA Y L E TTER 

J anuary 14, 1947 

Str ues Comm1tt e W111 meet t 5 :00 p . m. , Fr1d 0 y , J a nuary 24t h a t 
Mr. Le1desdorf 1 e office, 125 P~rk Avenue , New Yor- City . 

Jane S. Riohqr deon 

Cony to : 

Lewis \f. Dour:lP-a 
Mutual Life InsurancP Com~any of Hew York 
34 f'!"s c.au Street 
NPT Y rk 5, York 

John F. Fulton 
Y~le Univ rsity School of Men1c1ne 
333 Ce a r Str eet 
New H~.ven 1 , Connecticut 

Se..mufl D. L id "' orf 
125 Pc:rk ._vel'\ue 
Ne i '1I' k 7 , P.'"' York 

HerbPrt H. Maass 
20 Eye: qnze Place 
New York 5, ~ew York 

M1 chP el Scti~ap 
Bloom1noo'1p le 1 s 
Lexingt on Avenue a nd 59th Street 
Ne,., York 22, HA'!f York 

Lewis L. Str USS 
Room 220 
St'lt e Deo.,, rtmPnt 
Waeh1nvton, D. C. 

Le, .. 1 s H. We ed 
Nat1onAl Re enrch Oounoil 
2101 Consti tution AvPnue 
WaAh~ngton , D. c. 

Frank Aydelotte 

DAY 

Highland Park Fl orida Club 
La.Ke ·al Pa, Florida 

L ET TER 

J anuary 14, 1947 

Strause Committee will mse t at 5:00 p . m., Friday, J anuary 24th 
at Hr. Leidesdort ' e office, 125 Park Avenue, New York City , Earle 
writing you today. 

Charge to In~titute for 
Advanced Study 

Jane S. Richardson 
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TELEGRAM 

Jane s. Richard son 
Institute for Advanced Study 
Princeton , New Jersey 

Received. January l~, 1947 

Keenly r egret impossible attend meeting 24th or 25th. 

FRANK AYDELOTTE 
Lake Wa les, Florida 
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COLLECT 

Jane 8. Richardson 
Institute for Advanced Study 
Princeton, New Jersey 

TELEGRAM 

Received January 14, 1947 

Can attend meeting Saturday 25th at Mr. Leidesdorf •s office. 

L. W. DOUG-LAS 
New York City 

Charge to Institu t e for Advanced Study 
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C 0 L L E C T TELEGRAM 

Jane s. Ricnardson 
Institute for Advanced Study 
Princeton, New Jersey 

Received January 14, 1947 

Either date satisfactory but prefer Friday January 24th. 

MICHAEL SUliAAP 
New Yorlt City 

Charge to Institute for Advanced Study 
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Jane S. Richardson 
Institute for Aavanced Study 
Princeton, New Jersey 

TELEGRAM 

Received January l~, 1947 

Both dates convenient but prefer January 24th, 5:00 p.m. 

SAMUEL D. LEIDESDORF 
New :tork City 
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DAY L E T T E R January 13, 19~7 

Can you attend meeting Strauss 1s Committee New York, Friday 
January 24tn, 5:00 p.m. or Saturday, January 25th, 10:30 a.m. 
at Mr. Leidesdorf' s office, 125 Park Avenue. Please wire 
reply colleet. 

Jane S. Richardson, Secretary 

Copy to: 

LeWi a W. Douglas 
Mutual Life Insurance Company of New York 
34 Nassau Street 
New York 5, New York 

John F. Fulton 
Yale University School of Medicine 
333 Cedar Street 
New Haven 11, Connecticut 

Samuel D. Leidesdorf 
125 Park Avenue 
New York 17, New York 

Herbert H. Maass 
20 Exchange Place 
New rork 5, New York 

Michael Schaap 
Bloomingdale's 
Lexington Avenue and 59th Street 
New York 22, New York 

Lewie li. Weed 
National Research Council 
2101 Constitution Avenue 
Washington, D. C. 

Cnarge to Institute for Advanced Study 

Board of Trustees Records: Committee Files: Box 4: Committee to Select Director 1945-1947, 1965-1966 
From the Shelby White and Leon Levy Archives Center, Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, NJ, USA



..... . 

DAY LETTER 

Lewis L. Strauss January 13, 1947 
Room 220 
State Department 
Washington, D. c. 

Maass leaves for California January 29th. Following telegram 
sent all members of Committee: Can you attend meeting Strauss 1 a 
Committee New York, Friday, January 24th, 5:00 p.m. or Saturday, 
January 25th, 10:30 a.m. at Mr. Leidesdorf 1s office, 125 Park 
Avenue. Please Wire rep ly collect. 

Jane S. Richard son 

DAY LETTER 

Frank Aydelotte January 13, 1947 
Highland Park Florida Club 
Lake Wales, Florida 

Follo~ing telegram sent all members of Committee: Can you 
· attend meeting Strauas 1 s Committee New York, Friday, January 

24th, 5:00 p.m. or Saturday, January 25th, 10:30 a.m. at Mr. 
Le1desdorf 1 e ofrice, 125 Park Avenue. Please wire reply 
collect. Maass in California January 29th to March 15th. 
Strauss prefers full attendance. Have informed Earle. 

Jane s. Richardson 

Cnarge to Institute for Advanced Study 
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I 

TELEGRAM 

Jane s. Richardson 
Institute for Advanced Study 
Princeton, New Jersey 

Received January 13, 1947 

Dr. Fulton free to attend meeting of Strauss Committee 
either January 24th or 25th. 

Katnerine Hart, Secretary 
~ew Haven, Connecticut 
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T E L E t7 R A M 

Jane S. R1cnard son 
Institu t e ror Aavanced Study 
Princeton, New Jers ey 

Received January 13, 19~7 

uan attend me eting Strauss Committee Friaay, January 
2~tn at flve. Saturday meeting 25th most inconvenient but 
possible. 

LEWIS H. WEED 
Washington, D. C. 
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..I 1201 ./ 
SYMBO LS 

\. 
Cl.Ass OF SERVICE 

-
DL = D• Y Letter This is a full-rnte WESTERN 

Telegram or C able-

UN I 0 N 
NL = N1eht Let ter 

gram unless its de--
LO=Dcfcmd Cable ferred character is in· 

dicated by a su itable 
NLT-Cahlc Nl&h' Lener symbol above o r pre-

ceding the address. A . N . W ILLIA MS Ship Radloanm 
FIRES IDE,....-

.. 
The filing rune shown 1n the date h ne on teJegrll.ZD3 and day leu er3 is STANDARD T IME a t point of origin. Time of receipt"' STANDARD TIME at pom~ of destina oon 

==W2 DL PD=PRINCETON NJER 14 228> 

FRANK AYDELOTE: 

=HIGHLAND PARK FLORIDA CLUB= 

STRASS COMMITTEE WILL MEET AT FIVE PM FRIDAY JANUARY 24TH AT · 

MR LEIDESDORF OFFICE 125 PARK AVE NYK EARLE WRITING YOU TODAY:, 

JANE S RICHARDSON. 

THE COMP.AXY \\ILL APPRECIATE SUGGESTIO~S FRO'.\I l TS PATRO NS CONCER~lNG ITS SERVIC E. 
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Cl.ASS OF SERVICE WESTERN 
UNION 

1201 SYMBOLS 

This is a full-rare 
Tdegr:im or Cabl.,_ 
gram unless irs de­
ferred char:icrer is in­
dicated by a suitable 
symbol above or pre· 
ceding rhe address. A. N WILLIAMS 

PRESIDE,....-

DL-Day Lcucr 

LC- Dclernd Cable 

NL T-Cabk Nisln Lrtw 

Ship Rad.ioerarn 

The filing time shown in the date line on telegrams and day let""'° is STANDAI'..D TnIE at point of origin. Time of receip~ is STANDARU TIME at po111t ol dt;;tination 

WJl DI.. PD=PRINCETON NJER 13 1152A 

FRANK A YD EL OTTE:, 

HIGHLAND PARK FLORIDA CLUB= 

FOLLOWING TELEGRAM:SENT ALL MEMBERS OF COMMITTEE CAN YOU 

ATTEND MEETING STRAUSS COMMITTEE NEW YORK FRIDAY JAN 24TH 

FIVE PM OR SATURDA .JAN 25TH 1030 AM AT MR LEIDESDORFS OFFICE 

125 PARK AVE PLEASE WIRE REPLY COLLECT. MAASS IN CALIFORNIA 

JANUARY 29TH TOT MARCH 15TH STRAUSS PREFERS FULL ATTENDANCE 

HAVE INFORMED EARLE= 

/ ( )' rrr..(. JANE S RICHARDSON. 

~J JI.I ) /I ... 

l THI:: ('0'.\IPA"Y \\ 11.L ~PPRJ:;("lATE SCGGESTIO~S ~RO" n!'l PATROXS CO:-ICf>RNl'IG ITS SERVICE 
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_.._ 

DAY LETTER January 13, 1947 

can you a ttend mee~1ng Strausa's Committee New York, Friday 
January 24th, 5:00 p.m. or Saturday, J anuary 25th, 10:30 a.m. 
at Mr. Leideedorf 's off1oe, 125 Park Avenue. Pleas e wire 
reply collect. 

Jane S. Richard.eon, Secretary 

Oopy to : 

-u-tt\.. Lewie li . Dou glas 
Mutual Life Insurance Company of.New York 
34 Nassau Street 
New York 5, New York 

~1..-'f ct...-~ Jor.Jl F. Fulton 
Yale University School of Medicine 
333 Cedc.r StrPet 
New Haven 11, Connectiout 

~1.Jf'"r;J...,"" ZJ.rTJ;.. Samuel D. Leidesdorf 
---- 125 PRrk Avenue 

New 1ork 17, New York 

Herber t H. MaasA 
20 Exchange Pl~ ce 
New tork 5, Ne··; Yor k 

~"Lit CL ~ ua. Ml cha el Schaap 
---- Bloomln~dale ' s 

Lexingt on Avenue and 59th Street 
New York 22, New York 

- -0.. l~ ~l.I.{ ~ Le\o~S R. Weed 
Nationa l Research Council 
2101 Constitution Avenue 
Washingt on , D. G. 

~ 

No, f::"A 

Charge to Institute for Advanced Study 
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.. • I 

DAY LETTER 

Lewis L. Strauss January 13, 1947 
Room 220 
Sta te Department 
Wa h1ngton , D. 0. 

Maass leaves for Cal1torn1a J anu.ary 29th. Followi ng telegram 
sent all members or Committee : Can you attend meeting Strauss 1s 
Committee New York, Friday , January 24th, 5:00 p.m. or Saturday, 
J anuary 25th, 10:30 a .m. at Mr . Le1desdort 1 s office, 125 Park 
Avenue . Please wlre r eply collect. 

Jane S. Richardson 

D A Y L E T 'l' E R 

Frank Aydelotte J anuary 13, 1947 
Highland Park Florid.a Club 
Lake Wales, Flor i da 

Following telegram sent all members or Committee: Oan you 
attend meeting Strauss •s Committee New York, Friday, J anuary 
24th, 5:00 p . m. or Saturday , January 25th, 10:30 a.m. at Hr. 
Le1desdorr •s office, 125 Park Avenue. Please wire reply 
oolleot. Ma.ass in Cal1forn1a January 29th to March 15th. 
Strauss pretere full a ttendance. Have informed Earle. 

J ane 8. Richardson 

Charge to Institute tor Advanced Study 
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Jane 

}.fr . Strauss's New York telephone no. 

at the Atomic Energy Commission is 

Murray Hill 3-1759 

~~ l S""~ 

~ c)~ ~u_l;..).,..f~, ~ 1 '-"~ 
Oof~ - ~ ~ cJ .;._c..( . . 

Wt.e-d... w~..J 7J.-_ , ..,,,, p,...,..:_~~ 

~~ -~~~. 

Board of Trustees Records: Committee Files: Box 4: Committee to Select Director 1945-1947, 1965-1966 
From the Shelby White and Leon Levy Archives Center, Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, NJ, USA



(THIS SIDE OF CARD IS FOR ADDRESS) 

Miss Jane s. Ricnardson, Assistar:t Secretary 
Institute for Advanced Study 
PrincPton , Nev Jersey 
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• 
shall not 

I ~ be ~ble to attend a meeti~~ on s~turday , 

,_T ~r.u,,.ry 18 , 19ll7, ir '7::i.s>-i:-s t0n , D . C . .., 

Hour oref erred 
~~~~~~~~-

shall not 
I 802 11 be able to attend a late PftPrnoon meeting 
in ~Pshington, D. C.? 

Plees e cn Pck dRys orPf Prred : 

Si§.ned ~~ 

Mondll.y 
Tuesdgy 
Wednesday 
Thursday 
Friday 
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CHURCH ST -"•""""-' 
STATIO 

THIS SIDE OF CARD IS FOR ADDRESS 

Miss J ane S. Ricnarrtson, Aesi et 0Jlt Secretary 
I nstitute for Adv~nced Study 
Princeton , New Jerrey 
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8flPll fl9 t 

I s~~ll b e aclP to qttPnd a meFti~c on Satu~day , 
J anu::>ry 1: , 1)4-7, in ·.>s.:-'.r. ~'):::-~ t> . C.'? 

,.., "' 
H )·1r 'IY'F:""cr~ .... ()~~/&? 

e"f!P..l:-~ n ot 
I sn&ll bP aole t0 Ptterd a lAtP a fter n0on meeting 
in Hae.:-.in£ ton , D. C. ? 

Pl ease cneck days nreferre~: 
ti.A.-, a._, ,..,_ ~ 
~~ 

SigPe~ 

Mondey 
TueRday 
'\>: edn es rlay 
T[:_urf'"1P y 
Fri =i2.y 
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MisA J::ine S. Ric.:-ia.,.,d.q'1n , As~l st<>nt SecrFtP.ry 
Insti :'1 ;_ c f or AdvPnced Sturiy 
Prirret')n, Ne\-• J err::.ey 
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a~l1 
L J C 

I snall bP ~01° to Dtt 0 nd :::> meP t lng o n Sa~urdey , 
Jnru~ry i_:, l'.;47, ~n '.>s-__ -.:;:·yr , n_ c.? 

H1 ·~-· nreferred ~ 

s .riall n nt 
I 8~ 0 11 ~ p Pble t o et tend a lqtp p~terno~n m0 Ptlng 
in \r:::>snir:~ton, D. C. ? 

Signed 

}v_ond!l,y 
TuPsday 
;Jednesdpy 
Tnur~de y 
Friday 
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(TH IS SIDE OF CARD IS FOR ADDRESS) 

Miss Jane S. Richarde0n , Assistar.t Secretary 
Institute ~or Advanced Study 
Princeton , New Jer~ey 
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er 'll1 ' et. 
I Rh~ll ~P POle t~ <>ttPr~ P ~e~~in 

Ji:-nu"'ry l:, ioL7, ir. ·:i:;s•-ir t :Y~, D. 
on SAturd!'"y , 
c. t') 

I shall bP ~ble to Pttend a lBte p.~ternoon mee ting 
in ;fasninfl'Jn, D. C. ? 

Ple0 se chect ~?ya nref~rrPd : Mo'1d ""~' 
Tu e sila '' 

/.lednesday 
V"l'nurRrl PV 

A ri0 a.y ~ 
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THIS SIDE OF CARD IS FOR ADDRESS 

CHUR 
s 

Miss J ane S. Ricn~~dP0n, Aesist~nt SecretPry 
Institute f0r AdvancPd Study 
Princet~n , Nev J ersey 
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~ 
I snall bP Pole to attP~~ a ~e-tirg on Setur~ay , 
J arUPY'Y 18:, l?ll-7, ir ·.r~~~-2.-._:t"n, D. C.'> 

Hour ore~ erred Morning 

sha2.l not 
I shall be able to attend a l ate afterno0n meeting 
in Wasnin~ton , D. C.? 

Please check d~;ys preferred : 

Lewis 1f1 . Douglas 

Mon"lay 
Tuesday 
Wednesday 
Tnursday 
Friday 
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THIS SIDE OF CARD IS FOR ADDRESS 

Miss J~ne S . Riccer ~Qon , Assiqt~nt SecrPtery 
InstitutP for AdvaPced Study 
Pri~ceto~ , New JerQPY 
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snal1 not 
I be ablP to ~t~erd a T.eFtin£ on Setu~day, 

l _ , 1 i.!..7, in \;!0-~S:L !'"I L t " n , D. C. '? 

li'.:>ur preferred ~ ~. 

-0111" J l LOt 

I snall be able to at~end a l~ te af t ern0on mee ting 
in Wae:iington , D. C. ? 

Please check days preferred : 
( 0.J"U ~ ~ ~ SaAJ . .;._ ~ 
~ ~!W· ) 

~-:? 
Sie ned J~*'~ 

Monr a..v 
Tuesday 
Wednesday, 15''~~ 
Thursday 
FridBy 
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T E L E G R A M 

Miss Jane S. Richard son 
Institute for Advanced Study 
Pri nceton, New Jereey 

January 9 , 19117 

Regret meeting at Willie.msburg J anuary 13th. F!'ee any 

other Saturda y . 

JOHN F . FULTON 

Insti tute for Ad vanced Study 
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THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY 
Founded by Mr. Louis Bamberger and Mrs. Felix Fuld 

PRINCETON, NEW JERSEY 

January 3 , 1947 

TO MEMBERS OF THE COMMITTEE TO SELECT A DIRECTOR : 

At the request of Mr. ~~ass, Cnairman of the Board , 
and Mr. Strc-rnss , ChairmPn of the Committee, I am ,·1ri ting 
to ask whethPr it would bP possible for you to a ttend a 
meeting of tne Cammi ttee on the DirPctorsnip in \'fashing­
ton, D. C. at the Metropoliten Club on Saturday, January 
lg , 1947, exact time to oe erran~Fd later . If a Saturday 
mefting is not fe~sible for you, could you arrange to 
atteDd a meeting in thP l "te afternoon on a weekday? It 
is olenned to ecnedule tnis meeting so th.Et me~bers of 
the Cammi ttee will be e.ble to return to Nel·r York the same 
evening . I enclose a oostcard for your convenience in 
replying and should aoprecia.te an answer by return mail 
so tnet Mr . Strauss can proceed as soon as no ssible to 
make definite arrangemPnts for the meeting . It will be 
of great assistance to Mr . Strause if you can arrange to 
come to Waeni ngton for tni s meeting, since his du ti es on 
tne Atomic Energy Commission make it very difficult for 
nim to get to New York . 

Enc . 1 

Members of the Committee are : 

Lel·ris L. Strause , Chairrran 
FrPnk Aydelotte 
Lewis W. Douglas 
J enn F. Fulton 
Samuel D. Leidesdorf 
Herbert H. Maass 
Michael Sc!laap 
Lel·1is H . ifeed 

Jane S. Richardson 
Assi stant Secretary 
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J ru ry g , l "'ll 7 

TO ! EMBF.RS OF THE COl~A!TTEE TO SELEOT A DIRECTnR : 

At t .. e ri:>qu«=>a t of r- . Mtu: .. O' , . , -a. ·~, n of t .. = Bo ... rd, 
and -~r ... tr uas , Cne~rm,, n of tllP Comm1ttPe, I am writing 
to a.a·· !llethP1• ! t o ·Hi l P oas~!.bl fo.,.. vou t::> . ttE>nd a 
mP.rtir af t h e Commttf'r ...,r t t.P Dlrf'. 'ltorsnip in ; shing­
ton, D. C. at t1e? ~ tr ), 1lit~n Jlub on SnturJay , J anuary 
lS, 1Q~7, PXact t1me t~ p ~rrun ~ l tEr . If A s~tur a:J 
mr ~ ting la no feaslble for you , c ould you ar~ nge t o 
attend a ~eFtlng in th~ l . te Rfternoon o~ a ~ee~~ay? It 
if' l_o . r.ed to eche~1le tl1!3 me t~n~ GO 't.rt . C: ... bEr:; Of 
th" Comm1 ttee -..111 te b l e to r. ~u . n to .1ew Yor_~ the same 
PVening . I Qncl::>oe a •utcnrl for y,~r CJ~V ni·ncc in 
re lying nrl t;houl ~ a pre cl .te an ann 'f'r by :· t urn _ n .. 11 
so th"t Jr . Strauss can proc e 0 d a s s n0n s o~~ible to 
ma:·e e;f1n1 t 0 r!'angPmFr. t f or thP. me::.tlng . It .. ,111 be 
of :r~ -t 3~olst"''1"e to 'r . )tr l s o 1_ you c·n ~rr..!.nge to 
come to •a h1ngt0n for thi m Pting, since his ut1°a on 
t he At~~1 E. r~J ~o~ lJe! n m~·e 1t very d1ffl c~lt for 
t !m to 0 t to ~u Y:->r.· . 

E'T'c . 1 

''Pmbers of the Comr:i1 t tPe :ire : 

J n s . 1chi=rr t., a "'D 
Aas! t nnt Secr~t-~y 

COPY O? REPLY POSTCAP.D 

snr:.11. n0 t 
I ~hP.11 bP P~lF to P.ttonA a meetin[ on 
Satur~s.~r, J"'r 11~ry l~, 1qi+7, i n · .. Rs~~r.g­
to .... , D. C. ? 

~our Dref Frred --------
sn.911 not 

I shP.11 be ~blP. to P.ttPn1 8 l?te ~!ter­
no....,n meeting iri \:pc~irnton, "J . C .? 

Plef' "'e cneck days pref Prre'1 : Monnay 
Tuosci-"'Y 
\f F'QTIF sd 'l 
Thnr"1df'y 

SifnPd Frld~y 

Board of Trustees Records: Committee Files: Box 4: Committee to Select Director 1945-1947, 1965-1966 
From the Shelby White and Leon Levy Archives Center, Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, NJ, USA



Lirr1 o L. Straua , aq . 
52 111 -at'\ OtreFt 
:P:u Yo •- 01 :~ · 1 rl: 

Out­
v e~1 tnG ll 

It a fl!mn 
ua~ru 

!n 

CO~W GJE . • t".> ~ 
Room 220 
Stri t.e: 
\i n· n .. 

Deoemtler 6, 1946 

n l'!'Jf'I tl"'n n s to "f. o. 
tl be MD t US f 1 to 
I t. hi n~- , ~n y n 1 -

~our­
tel'S ... t the 

r 

~ 

0 t .t:"'P 

n 1 t 1::m 1 

1n n m 
be 
t'r 
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L. ~tr~U~"', 
m Stre"t 
lt I 

;.,.. 
• St'.:"AU .... ... 

p co tt 

October 19, 1946 

Dq. 

. I.or-

to p ~o nt my sucoeseor s or1g1nally 

'r. 
r. 

Mr. 
Dr. 
r. 

Mr. 
Mr. 

By th~ act1 nor the Bo rd : e t e r ey 1 you re aubot1tuted 

for ~r. oe a Cnn1rman and r. Weed lo e to th~ 

comm1 ttee. I hnve some 1r as on the GubJ P.ot 'l11ch ! 

want to . t al: over w!tn you at tne earliest poeA1ble 

moment. 

Yourt> n1ncerEly, 

' Frank Ayaelotte 

FA:jer 

. I 
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Copy for file in Director's office 

!r. Henry Allen oe 
551 Fifth venue 
Now York 17, Netr York 

• oec 

Uarch 5, 1946 

On October 26, 1945 you were kind enough to 
write to each m.enber of the Faculty of the Institute 
for Advanced Stuey inf oming him of the appointment 
of a committee o! the Board 0£ Trustees to consider 
the appoin"tmcnt of a Director of the Institute to 
succeed Dr. ATdelotte upon bis .retiremalt. As Chair­
man of tbn.t cotl!llittee, you invited members of the 
Faculty to suggest persons who in its opinion might 
well be considered tor the Directorship. 

At an intol'TlBl luncheon o! the Institute 
Faculty held in November , Dr. A,ydelotte was requested 
to appoint a co!!!!D.ittee representing all three schools, 
for t!le purpose of receiving suggesti.ons and canvassing 
the situat.ion ·a.a a whole. This c~".:littee, composed of 
the undersigned, has been active~ at work. It hae 
received several suggestions .from me:nbers of the Faculty 
and ma.de a. preliminary report at a luncheon meeting held 
yeaterd0\f. 

We have now been request.ad by the Faculty to 
make an ad int&rim and quite informal report to you, 
sor.ietime at your convenience.. We should 1.ike to put 
before you the names or persons whom we now have under 
consideration, .and to obtain the benefit of such cri­
ticism as you may be 1n a position to offer. Tb.is could 
best be done, we believe,, i£ we were to meet with you, 
e1 ther in Jew York or Pri·nceton, at you:r convenience 
for il1.f ormal discussion. ould you be good enough to 
let us lmow when we ~ have the opportunity to meet 
with you? 

Sincerely yo\U'S, 
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/ 
• Henry Allen !08 

S51 'i.tth :venue 
N York 17~ ~ew Yo~k 

dear llr. oe 1 

J!arch 5, 1946 

OD Octob r 26, 1945 you were kind enough to 
write to oaoh member o the Faculty of th IntrUtuta 
tor Advan~d Stud;y Worming him ot the appointment 
ot a ea:md.ttee ot the Board at TrUllte&s to CODBidar 
t &p?ointment ot a Direct.or ot tha Inatitute to 
succeed nr. Aydolotte upon his retirement. As Cbair-

o! that oomittee, you inVited bars ot the 
Faculty to euegest persona Who in its opWon 11.inbt 
well considered tar the Direotorabip. 

At an infomal luncheon ot the Instituba 
Faoult7 held in .Rave.mber, Dr. A;ydelotte was requested. 
to a;>PQint a comtttee representing all three schools, 
tor th.a P'lll"'J>OS• ~ receiV'J.ne e tions and eanvaalling 
the situation a a whole. This comr:d.ttee, composed ot 
the und8rsig11ed, baa been acti~ at work. It baa 
received several suggoations from £.embers of the Fa.01.tl t7 
and l!IB.de a preliminary report at a luncheon meeting bel.d 

sterdq. 

• :ve now bean requeoted b.Y t.118 acult7 to 
make an ad int9rim and quite informal :report to you, 
eometime at your convenience. e should like to put 
before you the names or persona wb n01r ve under 
consideration, and to obtain the benefit ot such cri-
t1cia JOU~ be 1n a position to off er. Thi.a coc.ld 
best bo done, n believe, il we wve to meet 'Id.th you, 
81.ther in lcW York or Pl"inceton, at 70ur convanienco 
tor intorma.1 diaCWJaion. oul.d. you be good si01Jgh t.o 
let us Jmow when 1'8 mq haft the opportunity to t 
with you? 

Sincerely yours, 

• 
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-~-.... ·· 

HENRY ALLEN MOE 
551 FIITH AVENUE • NEW YORK 17 

October 26, 1945 

To the Bo ard of Trustee s of the Institute for Advanced Study: 

At the first meeting of your committee cha r ged with 

considering the ma.tter of the dir ectorship of the Institute 

following Dr . Aydelotte's retirement, it was agreed that the 

enclosed l e tte r should be sent to e~ch member of the Institute 's 

Fa.cul ty. 

The l etter to the Faculty is sent to membe rs of the 
. 

Boa rd of Trustees with the dual purpose of informing them of 

the committee 's procedure , and of getting suggestions nlso from 

the Board as to the Institute's next Dir ector . 

It is r equested that a ll communications in r e spons e 

to this l et t er be s ent to me , so that everything on this subject 

may be in one channel . 

Dr. Frank Aydelotte 
Institute for Advanced Study 
Princeton, New Jersey 
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HENRY ALLEN MOE 
551 FIFTH AVENUE • NEW YORK 17 October 26, 1945 

To the Faculty of the- In~titute for Advanced Study: 

The Trus t ees of the Institute for Advanced Study have named 
a committee of Trustees (I>r· •. A,ydelotte. Mr. Douglas , Dr •. Fulton, Mr . 
Leidesdorf., N..r . Maass, Mr. Sphaap and· myself.) in refere nce to the 
appointment of a director of the Institute to succeed Dr- Aydelotte 
upon his retirement. The f'o.nction of the committee is, of course , 
simply adviso~y to t he Board of Trustees; for no Board .can in any way 
delegate ultimate r esponsibility for the appointment of "its principal 
executive offic-er. 

A.t the first- neeting of the committee I was ins t ructed to 
ask xoombers of the Institute•s Faculty to suggest person5 who should 
be conside r ed for the dire ctorship. We de sire that all members of 
the Faculty .shall .1::e heard upon the ·subje ct. It is left to tho 
Faculty to dec ide in what way these suggestions shall be a rrived at: 
the comm~tte3 is equally r ea dy to cons ide r one l otter from the Faculty 
as a whole Ot' indiyidual l cttcHs f rom each member of tho Faculty, or 
communications based on any proce dure between th~se two extremes , 

The d~liberations and negotiations preceding the appointment 
af a director of the Institute are matt e rs of great de:licacy. Membe rs 
of the Faculty wi :ll r ealize the imp<>·r.tanco to the welfa,ro of the 
I nstitute of confining discussion of this subject t o the Faculty and 
the Board of Trustee s,, and of ke3ping -it strictly confidential so far 
a s t he outside worla is conccrno~. 

It is re que.sto.d that all communications in response t o this 
lette-r .be sent to me:; · s o that everything on t h is ~ubject nay be i n one 
p l ace for the commit tee's c onsida-ratioq . During t he peri od of its 
deliberati ons the corrunittee will be gla<l to confer with individua l 
rrambers of the Faculty or with a c ommittee re presenti ng the Faculty 
as a whole.. 

There seems to be no point in having any discussion of 
qualifications in the abstra ct . The Faculty ' s idea of qualifications 
val l be appe.rent ·in your suggest ions, a s will be t his connnittee's in 
its recomrrendati ons and Trustees' in their choice . 

Yours since r e ly, 

Henry Allen Moe 
Chairman 
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Henry Allen MoG, ~ • 
Gu~g® ... a1 1"01mdc.ticn 
551 Fi!~n Avsnue 
ffaw York 17 ~ Ne1r York 

!pril 2,. , 191.S 

r . Jotm a. He. =.n, t:he Chein:um .of tho Boi:trC. of Trueteca, 
e ear.ea ae to ccnt'irs t~ )'OU in wri t::.n the ennoune n~t 

hich ho tad.a to t 1€ '.trustees on April 20th ot h e b nbip 
o t .. · co 1 11tee eppolut ti by .s!lf ~ rc-;co .. i:aend t~ tn &Grd 
of Truate6s . sui tahl p t' on to succeed m& c Dir ctor. The 
Couittee s ppo.int.e :.s u t· llo a 

r . Moe, Cnt.~1· en 
Mr. Aydelotte 

,_ Dougliis 
i.:r . FU.lt.on 
r. ceodort' 
r. I! 

r . 

I zeadin e&rbon c~py o~ thia 1 tt r to ch m ~ber 
ox the Co ttee. 

Yaur5 VC!ry trul.:, 

Fr Ay e otte 

F".l:jsr 
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a~mry Allen Moe, :·~sq . 
Gugbann im Foun!~~ion 
551 1 if'th ,., ~'lUe 
New Yor.'{ 17, ~l e · Yor...c 

Daar Henry: 

I am .ri-:L"lg th.:! -l:clo~~1 :!._ tter to et.en Lt!?::Der of t e 

i!!lposaible for -r. Duugl&~ tv so:~'e, ue r.ill a.p~int ~uother 

Trustee in his pl~ce . 

Yo.u·s sinc .. r ly , 

.. 
F.A: jsr 

I 
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REPORT ON J. ROBERT OPPENHEIMER 

J. Robert Oppenheimer is forty years old, married, of American nation­

ality. The University of California. had him as Assistant Professor 1929-1950, 

and Associate Professor 1950-1955; at the same time he was Associate Professor 

at the California Institute of Technology 1928-1957. Since 1955 and 1957 re­

spectively, he has been full Professor at both institutions. Since 1942 he has 

been engaged in war work, almost entirely for the Manhattan District of United 

States Engineers, that is, the uranium pro~ct. Since April 1945 he has been the 

Director of the laboratory at Los Alamos l1hich developed the nuclear bomb. At 

this moment he has offers of full professorships and the direction of important 

research programs from Harvard University, Columbia University, and the California 

Institute of Technology. He is likely to leave Government service and return to 

academic work before spring. 

With remarkable success Oppenheimer bas participated in the development 

of quantum mechanics and its methods by treating important special problems. Ex­

amples: Quantum theory of molecular spectra. Scattering of particles by the nu-

clear field. Polarization of radiation generated by the impact of electrons. 

Emission of radiation by free electrons passing through a nuclear field (generation 

of continuous X-ray spectra) and application of the inverse process to the absorp­

tion of radiation in the interior of stars. Cold emission from metals. Relativ­

istic wave -equation, with emphasis on the theoretical difficulties arising from the 

local fields of the particles. Pauli principle, and gas statistics (jointly with 

P. Ehrenfest; the statistics is found to depend on the parity of the number of 

bound electrons). Oppenheimer has his share in Dirac's bold interpretation of 

the absence of an electron in a given negative energy state as the presence of a 

new particle, the positron, in the corresponding positive energy level. 
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Since about 1950 the center of gravity of Oppenheimer's work has shii'ted 

to nuclear physics. He bas sttdied the genetic relationship between the several 

elementary particles and radiation, for instance the perturbation of the process 

of radiation by generation of electron-positron pairs. Perhaps his most original 

ideas are contained in his papers on the decomposition of deuterons by impact, and 

on the multiplicative showers of particles which are such a aurprising feature in 

cosmic radiation. Oppenheim.er was also one of the physicists to recognize the 

great importance of mesons for nuclear physics, and to emphasize that they are 

likely to be the crux of the entire subject. 

Everywhere, and in particular in his last work on nuclear physics, he 

shows considerable strength in pursuing a theory into its last consequences, those 

consequences.which are decisive for the whole theoretical foundation. It is char-

acteristic of Oppenheimer that so many of his papers are written in collaboration 

with other physicists. 

During the war he bas done excellent administrative work under formidable 

political and objective difficulties, and without losing any part of his scientific 

insight and integrity. He has a very great share in the success of the nuclear 

bomb, which presented a quite exceptionally complex aggregation of problems from 

all parts of theoretical and experimental physics and engineering. Very few men 

would have been able to master all details -- scientific, administrative, and or-

ganizational - of this subject as he did. 

Oppenheimer has been a very great influence in the United States in 

spreading the knowledge of quantum mechanics. He bas an enormous capacity for 

influencing young people, and bas founded the largest school of theoretical physics 

in this country. His interests are broad, he surrounds himself with a brilliant 

social circle, and his students are very enthusiastic about him. It may be that 

he is somewhat too dominant, and his students tend to be smaller editions of Oppen-

heimer. 
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