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Copy for M~1 Dak&a 

, 'r. l'. J.. cCOJmell1 c~tan\ 

Novwubar 1~, 1944 

' 

ercbers lnaurenoe &n4 Mu•ulty Aa•ocictiaa 
$::?2 l1!tb 'AV ue ( 
lte" lork 1., !few ro* 

~Utt:. t! t.ir. Jlctolm.U' 

I u br..PP7 to b le to report o y~ t. t 

I • ' IUU1U1~y cne" tllis awmlne; r: d thut it i ll , tnere'fore1 
l 

not be necee rr tor 70u to utop p1-ym :tt on tn ori 1nal • .. 
Iu order to uvoid aimil~rrconluslon in ~ !uturn, 

I 

Pro esaor £1nate.Lo •ould ppr ell\ t" it ii' . u 11ould 
r 

e · Jer Y• .. 
.1.tn JD.eD¥ ~~ or your us i.btunce' U. tbia 

t.t.r• I .. 

J"' e • E!ic;;&.r ... ~~ 
~cretuey to Or •. Aydelotte 

' I 

I 

j 

' 

' . . . 
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TEACHERS INSURANCE & ANNUITY 

ASSOCIATION 
OF cAMERICA 

522 FIFrH AVENUE • NEW YORK 18, N. Y. 

Mr . Frank Aydelotte,Director 
The Insti mte for Advan\}ed Srudy 
Princeton,New J ersey 

Dear Mr . Aydelo~te : 

HENRY JAMES, Chaim"m 
OEVBRJruX C. JOSSPHS, Praitlmt 
FlU:Oll.R.ICJ< A. GOETZE, Via·Pusitlt:nJ. 
RAlNAR.O B. ROBBINS, Viu-Praitft:nJ. anti S~cretary 
WILMBR A. JENKINS, Vic~-Pusitft:n1. anti Actuary 
JOHN w. AHERN, Tr~aswn 
GEORGE E. JOHNSON, Attomq and AJriJtani Stcr~tary 
FRANK A. MCCONNELL, Conao/1n 
RAYMOND L. MATTOCKS, AJ.Jocitd~ Actuary 
LBVl E. BOTTBNS, A1sistanJ S~cretary 
PARKER MONROE, lrw~tmmt Officn anti 

A niJtanJ Tr~aswcr 
nMn. HAN'KS, FidJ s~e~ary 
REGINALD A. COOK, lmrutmmJ AJJistdTIJ 
JWGRNB F. RUSSELl., M.D., Mctfictt/ Director 

November 14,1944 

Your letter addressed to J .W.Ahern regarding Professor 

Einstein's annuity payment has been referred to me. 

These annuity payments a.re mailed to him at the Institute 

for Advanced Study. If Professor Einstein has not located the November 

check by the time you receive this letter we would appreci te your having 

him notify us and we will stop payment on the original and issue a duplicate. 

Please advise him hoTiever ta~t if the original check is located before the 

duplicate is received it should not be deposited because payment will be stopped . 

Yours t ruly, 

HBB:lASC 

/tfkC)~ 
Accoun ·.ant. 

TWENTY-FIVE YEARS OLD; $150,000,000 ASSETS 
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1 
Copy for Miss Dukaa 

ov~c:ber ]J, 1944 

• 

Armuttr a oolcticn 

• !ork 

De r r. ~nu 

Prof aor 1..o ... 1.!1 t 11 th! t II D~\ 

' I 

rec 1ved hi r ull:lr uit • ·uck rr 

OV her. Do a t.t.h 0 
\ 

·tr otly to biD or o a .J.t. 

C:l.> vi• t!l In t1tut.e1 I L ul t ~t . 

r t~t t!l• check h.a hec.n 111&1 i d e1 t.l. t• by 

n ~r or not it 

.... 

t out. ,. \ u£.1 . 

Your-» oincerel;, , . 

Fr~n jy1elott• , 
Dir ctor 

' 
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Dieae Prii.eldentemra)ll bedeuted eine der •ohickealeeohweraten 

Entecbeidungen, di~ daa amerikan!eohe Volt su treffea batte. Sollea 

die aoblreren Opfer, die Aaerika t"iir aelne Sioherhei t gebraobt hat, t 
ein aweltea ~al Tergeblich geweeen -~eln? Soll unaeren Kindem daa 

harte Loe erepart werden, daa der jungen Generation der Gegemrart 

beeobieden i at? 

Die n&chaten Jahre •ollan elnen gealcherten Friedenasuetand 

und elnen Sobuta gegen j eden Veruuch neuer Raublrrlege bringen. RooeeTelt, . . 
Churchill und Stalin bemtihen e1cb ehrl1oh,elnen Zuetand dea Rechtea 

uad de• Vertrauene hu echaffen, Ton dem die Sicberbe l t aller llationn 

abhiingt. Dl eee tran net- haben geaelgt, daea Aie den Willen, die Kra~t und 

die JCaseigung beeitaen,um die• schwlerige Werk &u ~inem guts En.de a 

bringen. S1e babe n mit TJms icbt eine Atmoe pbire dee Vertrauena ge­

ecbaff'en, chne d1 e kein Vlerk dee Fri edene pllngen lrann. Dieeea Yerk 

eollen wi r nicht daduroh etoren. due wir eine neue Situation aobaffea, 

welche die b erei te ge•pennenea Jilidea dee Vertrauene wleder aerreleaa 

wiirden. 

Di e Aelteren unter une h aben die folge~obweren Tage erlebt, in 

welchen lfileon'a F eetrebungen fiir die Si eherun,sr cler Na tlonen daclurch 

ecbeiterte, daae Wilson Ton ••lnen YitbUrgern 1• Stiobe gelaeaen wurde, 

bnor du Ziel erreicht war. Die Gefabr,daae eolcbee eln sweltea Val 

ceacbehe, .Ueaen wir •1 t all uueerea Kriiften abzuwendeD Teraucb•; n 

UDHr.t elcen•n Wohle, au dem uueerer Kinder .uad &lDI Woble aller V"olker 

dte ao unbeaobrelblioh S obwere• durch den Ueberfall der D utechen and 

Ja~er erduldet babea. 

Laeet uue darua all uneere Krii.f'"te uud uneeren Elnfl••• daflir 

ellleetam, dua RooaeYel t •1 t Cl'OBeer llaJorlit cewt.hl t werde. 

I 
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J OF 
,/ CHECK ' DOWCSTIC CA&.Il 

,.~ ~ $ 
-..:mr. '*"",Jn; WES~TERN·~· 

ACCOUNTING INF'ORMATIOII 

UNION 
~ s SDioll. ~ -

IoOfT ~EI -
t.mtll 

=~~::;: 
nME FILEI> 

F " ~·*::.'".. ~ A. N . WILL14M e . 
"\ .-ot&eto cWT --

RlroEIVED SEPI'EMBER lSI 1944 19 
To·------.--_..uriLUOiss~OWEHwu:..aL....DIJD:~&~.AuKEu:t.-__________ _..(;l.lby~telephone) 

Care of or ApL No. INSTITU'l'E FOR ADVANCED $TIIDI 
FOR VICTORY 

IUY 
WAR IONDS 

~ 

S~~N~.~·----·----~----------------~~~-~--~T~05D~A~Y~~ 
PM~--~~------------------------~-------

PRDFESSOR EINSTEII WILL ,BE IR PRIR:ETON EIOittJiBITH OR NINE11!ZRTB SEPI'EMJmi 

KIND REGAROO 

Suuler's name arul ad_Jrus 
(P01 rfl/- onllf) 

HELEN nuns 
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NOTES FO.~ £INSTEIN P OGR..~ 

Einstein was born arch 14, 1879 . Ra is not near s ighted 
and does not even wear g. ~s~s . 

His flr-t public t ion ~oout the speci~l theory or r,l tivity 
appea~ed in 1905 1 but even this was preceded by a p~pers 
publ isl ed in well known sci>?ntific li.l·-1Jc..Zines . A p 1per about 
the r u~ntuL!l theory preced~d these . He va.;) Plraady nell 
lr..nown in the Qeru1 -speaking world 1 -and of course p':ly sici sts 
r~cognized the i~9ortance of relativity, - long before the 
~n lish exoe ition ~hict confirmed hi s ideas in 1915 . 
5pec i a l reiativity is of great importance iu the realm of 
physics , moreso than general relativitJ hich came later . 
It deals 1i th the electrodynamics of moving bodies--revolu­
tionary and an inde~endant step forward , not just . hin t in 
the right iirectbn . 
o~her im~urt~nt theo~ies of ~instein' s concern the de~lection 
of ligl~t, t~e perihelion of mercury, the molecular tneory of 
h~"t, -'l.<.A in the volume of t!le same year that Bpecial relAtivity 
ap)~ared , cnother important and revolu tiona ry theory came out . 
People like Planclt, Lorenz, Thompson, an i physic1 sts all over 
the world kne who Einstein wa5 and about r elativity . 

The unique thing about Einstein ( for hi~ was th~ typical aca­
demic 'background ~1d struggle) a.~ that when he han .eveloped 
I in theory on ~?e~i 1 -el . tivity ana .hen it h-u been confirmed , 
\1e himself was not sa l..lsfied. ith it and ent on to work out 
the g~n-=ral theory which t the time s'9emed impossible , even 
to him . He is evan no or<'ng on a new theory, ~qually 
diffi~ul.t . But one mus~ not in any ~c.se minimize the ~trug le 
cf an ac dernic backgroun • No en~ can exaggerate the enormous 
ffort it te es to Wif!. thr.;ugh to e. revolutionary theory of" 

such novelty and 1mport~n~e . Sleeplessness , nervous Jtrain, 
and fatigue, even illneo~ frequently go a, on . tth it . 
Tennyson' s poem, 11Ulyssesn illustrates beautifully the const~nt 
searching for mora kno~leige , the e~les~ struggle nich . m~~-~tJ ~ 
of ;;:)cicnca l ike Ei nstein carrie;, on(~~~, 'ti ..Q.u.tt.;~ ~ Q r-.;) 
Einstei n wa~ in Zurich about 1907 ~t the University( professor) 
H.e later became a vrofessor at the U'niver31ty of PrR.gue , then 
went to i3erlin, was · tha A c!l',o ~-:.; • about 191 ... . lie left 
the natant office in €£:or: in 1906, but he says that tn-a 
routine of a nlace like that i s condu-ive to research . On e 
migh: cention.Ch rl~s L mb an Whitman here . 

('T'hes'3 da t-3s should be cheeked it!. Prf)fessor eyl and the 
1 i~t of publications . ) 
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31 May 1944 

De Dr. K&hlera 

I send you •~rmest thank r e rouble y~ 
took in go1og over my speech abou Einstein nd tor your 
Yery sound or1t1o1sms. I see tbe point a t the meaDiqg 
of acquiesce" and I mod ifyin~ • ba t summary 
at a temeDt in the sense that you ~11cate. I h •• also 
l ett out the r ef e r ence about 0 hol d1ng t heir positions" 
since it sounds a lit t le like cal l ing nnme • I have, 
furt rmore, omit ted t he re r erl3nce to t h. eimar 1 epublic. 
I h4ve jus t be~ r eda1ng Hayek' s book nThe R~ad to Serfdom" 

nd f ind it a much clearer t a t ment of th~ situation 
in Ger many immediatel~ r ecedi ng Hitler t n I had ever 
seen before . It shows ma th~ t my reference would not 
quit~ do lustic P. to the s i tuati 1n. 

I•' i n;.lly 1 i h ve .i.:>tne h t modi fied my s omewha t 
boa tfUl r '!ma.rtts a bou·t Ame1·1c~n ana. ngli sh prof esaors 
and have s imoly sai d trr1t our scholars have bad no suoh 
t r ial t o facd1 and -h_t if i t came 1 should hope and 
belie ve tha t thev «oulJ reru 5~ ~:.o t e reg1m:Jn t ed, nd let 
it go t t ha t. 

' I ho~e that Yi th your heln, and ith that of 
· Wayland other people here, I have now got the aoeech 
into somewhat sounder f orm. I t i s a pity to tr~ble so 
m~ people about so small an c.!'f a i r , but I don' t like 

I to spank a bout Einstein 1 thou.t spe· · ing a out this 
\ background, an I don' t want to speak aoout it without 

making my remarks as accur t..te as I possi bly can . I ho e 
ror a chan-.. e to tal.~ 1 t h. you befor e l ong . 

•1th renne t hanks , I am 

. . 
Dr. Woltcang ltt~hler 
awartbmore Colle&• 

• 

• 
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Dear Mr . Aydelotte: 

Swarthmore College 
Swarthmore, ra. 
29 May 1944 

In your letter you asked me two questions. 
L{. t me. £newer these first . It is n tz·adi t ion of 'Jerman 
aoholarship not t~J bot:, e r eho·l t p uhlic a.f .fg 1 rs . In this 
respect the G(':"!"!an schoh~ t·s :o r.iff er fr'):n t~eir cnll :;a.:..ues 
in the Cnited Ste~es and in tn~lonrl , It se(~~ t~ ~e , ho~cvar, 
thr.. !: in this c• un+a-y tlte :"l .. tJ in r.r.; tu :r ~l s cl .J"':ce &ro ..::-sduelly 
developinc: the SQ!Jle £bstemious ettituor , 

1h1! brl,~s me t~ t he othsr ~u~ - t!~n! h~s the 
greut rr.r::- rf "err""n scholers £.c::uiesce-: in the v··. _!lrios of 
the : ~£z lo : :=.ome cctt:alll b::.ve ; me ny otr : rP hfl7e n') t . E:ere 
much d~JJCnds '1:- on tho n1ean1n.:, of 11 

tl c ;t, ieqc e". ::'o r ina tnnce 1 
your ~rent physicist in Germany uoes not wish to be concerned 
wi th sctivi ties wbich are loss rrecise and more -: rm:tc:- o.f 
mere opinion thst wo rk in hi ~ own fiele i s . Thic excludes lots 
of tt!n..:s FHT!Ont.. 1•hid: politicAl F. ~t1v1t1es ar , in his cyeA , 
only the wo1•st . Th~refore , his acctuiescence in the f ace '">f 
politiccl nnns ~ne e and irrn t 1onal 1dEologie~ doe~ no t mea n 
accer~ance rut e ressimist ic attitude ; what can one expect 
in hur.wn affc !rs nhich oro 1ntrins ic&lly mothered, i. e . unlike 
physics~ In this sense it Coes not seEm to ~e ~o be an 
accieen t thn t in this country , t oo , it is the most exact 
people who tend to become oblirious of public e~·fairs . Such 
people wonld probably be intere s ted es soon as values and 
political principlee could be d~~nstrAtec. The consequence 
of their I>ea•Jimism is, of cours E, th&t their thinking in 
political mP-tters does not reach even thot modest l~vel which 
could be attained by any intelligent person. They have nc 
ti ish to l eat·n anythinJ in a field in which subjectivism seems 
under all circumstances to pl ay such an important part . I can 
tell you from mJ own experience. Over and over a~ain I f eel 
tempted to keep away from matters about which it is difficult 
to come to bindin6 decisions . This applies to certain important 
parts of psycholo~y, my own fielc ; but, of course, much more 
to public affairs. Lt ia only \d th a great effort that I 
can overco~e th!~ temptation. 

As a q:ons equElnce 1 I should like to su~~eot a 
few chani;E.S in your memuscript. 

On pagf' 2, first paragraph (toward the end) you 
say that German sohol~trs as a group baTe aoquiesoed in the 
fantast1o racial theo1~1es of the Nazis. My preceding remarks 
will h.G.ve ehown yoa why I hnve misgivings about this expression. 
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Also on page 2, end of the first paragraph, 
you say "in order to hold their positionsn. Here you seem to 
refer to economic motivation. In numerous instances this would 
probe.uly not be entirely r : ' • 1.:te apart from t he faot that 
aa a rul4 professors have families they subm1tt~d mainly 
beoause they did not want to lose their marvellous occupations 
which filled their lives until the7 are not interes ted in 
anythint.,; else . 

They vrere quite w1111nl5 to say "Ilt:til !Iitler", 
and to ignore much thnt '<fn~ ..;o:!.n.:, C"n orouml .. ~-.om J ~ ) l~nu as 
sub~.!.osion in t.bi3 ~cnse all07'9l~ t~.e!'l :.o contlrr ... l.EI ~:1~;;:1• study 
of tto el ectron or St"Y , o~ tho cnrly b.:'ltory cf t:tle 3panish 
lan0 'l.la0e . t•oft of my collt-a ..... ~e~ in .:I li:~ .:tow~.: -:his atLitude 
rt.tr.er then roslt:ive ncccrtanco ')f ~!ltleri3Jtl u~ an ·u.ndue pre ­
oc c·•Jp!tion w1th their inco!u(.. . I ne~c! n.:-t cm;h&.rlz~ t'u1 t I 
cannot G r;:rove. . lnd~ed t ~e-:·e lie th.: gres.. te st dt.t r· c;or:: of 
ps.rti 1'.. ular1~t1~ ey:-~rt1sm ~r.-?n_; the scb l frs . 

This i s ell ana 1~ ~h~ pr ~ sent 3ituation suah 
matters ere so unimportant ~hat corrections of your manuscript 
seem hardly worth while . Ho~ever , ~han i~ meet a 0 nln , I shoul d 
like to come ba~k to the JEmeral question .'rh1ch y'>u rr..ize at the 
botto~ of t~e fi rGt pe~e . Without any regard for the 
ec1ent1s t 's comfort , there n~e a few things which one can 8ay 
in favor of the Ivory To'-'e:r . The d 1f~"iculty is to incli cote 
where the ~1~ht bRlance lies. 

\'ri th kind reJal'd s , 

Dr . Frank Aydelotte 
Insti tuto fOl' Advanced StuJ::ly 
Princeton , ~~ . J . 

Very sincerely yours , 
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February 24. 1944 

llr. H. C • W1111aaa 
Settleaent Depart•ent 
Teaobera Iaau.raace • lMU1ty Aaaoo1atlon 
522 rtfth AYeoae 
lew York 181 J. t • 

• 
Dear llr. W1ll1aaaa 

Ret Contract 4121 64'7 
Albert 11r&ate1a 

I enclose the p&Jera recardtnc Protetaor 

~1nate1za' • contract, dul7 t1lle4 up, tea•th•r with 

n11 el'Ulll1 ty oontract and bia 8w1ae P •••port a a 

••1dence or the date or h11 \!irth. 

We ahall make the la • t paya81lt ou the • 

atinaii7 contract July let an4 Proteasor B1n•te1D 

would like to baYe the firat pa~• OD b1a' •1ac~• 

lite annu1t7 aade August lJt. 

Please note that •ra.. Bailer baa ret1re4 

tr011 tbe Illat1 tut~ and couua1cat10DJ eoaoern1q 

ennui tiel sbould oe sent to Mia a Bernet tar l. •111e_. 

So 111 ott1oe. 

Yours atno•~•17, 

PRAR AIJ)!'.LOftl, Dlreotor 

.. 
' 

• \ 

I 

r 

/ 

• 
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Jla!"'h 201 1944 

Dea. Proteaaor l~te~ 

SlJloe part or your iaooae ror the 
· oaleadar )'ear . .1944 Will oo•e troa the teaoherl 
.lnnut ty aD4 luuraace Aasooia tton I eneloae eopy 
ot a circular Wbteh tbey baTe prepared on the 
utter ot 1nooae tax. · The oet etteot ot th1a 11 
to relle'Ye you of a certain amcnmt ot 1ao•• taX~ 
siaoe a portion ot What you reoe1v• troa the 
T .I .A.A. ia a1aply the return or the aozaey whioh 
you haTe paid 1Dto that organi~ation. 

It you are in dO\l bt 1aa to J .. t what 
the reduction will be in your oaae, •t•• lliUer 
will be able to explain the matter to you or to 
Jet an explanation trom aoae tax expert 1t abe _ 
does not feel qualified to pronouaa• on it hersolt • 

. 
You will need to ntalte allow&Me tor 

thiW iD the e atiute •iah you are .upp~aed to \ 
make on A;»ril 15th OJ1-1'our inooae tor tb~ aaleiadu 
year 1944. · 

I 

• 

Professor Albert !1~te1n 
112 ••roer Street 
frtnceton, I ew l erae7 

Fl/IIO!t 

, 

Frank Aydelotte 

' . ; 

• 

• 

\ 

Records of the Office of the Director / Faculty Files / Box 8 / Einstein, Albert, 1935-1944 
From the Shelby White and Leon Levy Archives Center, Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, NJ, USA



i 

'l 

February 12, 1944 

Dear Professor !inste1na 

I bave the papers which Kiss Dukas sent 
to Ki~s Eichelser 'from the T.I.A.A., and I haYe a 
similar oom.mun1oat1on from them about you. The 
answer to be made to them is simplea that they ahould 
postpone bec1.nni.ng your annu1 ty until J'uly lt 19441 
so that the first check will reach you J'uly Jl1 1944. 
The analysis or the payments you will receive curing 
the remainder or your active period at the In•t1tute 
is not 10 1imple for a non-mathematical person like 
DIY'Sel1'' but I think I have it clearly analyzed. 

Your Institute salary 1s $15 1 000 minua 
deduction• .. de 8y the Institute of 17,0 per 7ear tor 
your annuity, leaVing a net s&la ry of . 14,250 per year, 
which gave you a monthly check of $1187.SO, disre1ard~ 
tax deductions. Bec1nn1ng on July 1, 1944, yo~·~ 
will continue to be 14,250 per year, composed a• -
followsa from the T.I~A.A•, approximately 2000 per 
year~ from the Inatitute pension tund, approximatelJ 
e6,000 (making up your pe~s1on or $81 000), plus 162'0 
troa an anonyJD.Oua donor dlir!ng the period when 70u 
remain active, mak1n& a total of 141 250 per year, the 
&IIOunt you have been rece1 vine h1 therto • 

· The monthly pa~nts trom these tuadl will 
be approximately tl66.66 from the T.I.A.A., approxi­
utely $500 trom the Institute pension tun4 ADd 
.,20.84 from the ano~ous donor, makin& a total ot 
$1187 .so, di1regardin1 tax deduoti.ou, whiob 1a exactly 
wh~t your mon~ly check has been in ~he past. 

. I shall try to deliver th11 letter 1n person 
in order to find out.whether all the·ae calculation• 
are elear aDd satisfactory to you. ~be amouata are . 
SQbjeot to a sl1&bt variation. The T.I.A.A. will not 
be quite $2000, the aontr1bQt1ons fl"o• the Inst~tute 
pqaion tuDd lflll be •11ghtlr 110re thaD 16000, 66 oeta 
will 1oaettaea be 67 centa1 and 83 oeDts will aa.ettaea 
be 84 oenta, bQt JOUr total monthl7 payaent 1-. quite 
definite and will be lllg7.,0 •• 1D the paat • 

• 
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Bp tar aa taxation is concerned, you will 
be a litt~e better ott, aince you will not baTe to ptJ 
income tax on tbe income resulting from your own 
ooutr1but1ona to the T.I.A.A., that is, one-halt the 
amount you receive from that source, approximately 
$ 1000 per 1ear. Whether the ~.I .A.A. make a deduction• 
from your check on the other halt or whether you pay 
it in aome other ny, I am not ye t · tully infol'lle4. I 
will get the 1nforaation on thia and l e t you haTe it. 

I am. clear, howeTer, a• to the total ot 
your 1Deo~ae and that your ine:o11e tax Will be ·s11&hUJ 
less than it hal been hitherto. 

With kindest recarda, I am 

Yours siztcerely 1 

' 

Professor Albert Binatein 
Institute for Advanced Study 
Princeton, lfew Jersey 

FA/liCE 

\ 1 Itt 1\ 

\ 

Fra.rik Aydelotte 

'· 

, 

I • 

Records of the Office of the Director / Faculty Files / Box 8 / Einstein, Albert, 1935-1944 
From the Shelby White and Leon Levy Archives Center, Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, NJ, USA



••••• 
TEACHERS INSURANCE & ANNUITY 

ASSOCIATION 
OF cAMERICA 

522 FIFfH AVENUE · NEW YORK, N.Y. 

MURRAY HILL 2-3776 

Professor Al bert Einstein 
20 Nassau Street 
Princeton, New Jersey 

Re: Contract No . ~l~ ~ 7 
First annuity payment 
due c i"' , l94t 

Dear Professor RL~stein : 

HENRY JAMES, PwitfmJ 
FREDERICK A. GOETZB, V ic~Prt.SitfmJ 
RAINARD B • .ROBBINS, Vic~·Prt.Sitlnu ttnti Secrtlilry 
DEVEREUX C. JOSEPHS, Fitumcial Viu·Pr~sitlmJ 
JOHN VI. AHERN, TrttUUT~ 
VIILMER A. JENKINS, Viu-PmitlmJ tmtl Aclu47)' 
RAYMOND L. MATTOCKS, Anoaal~ Actutfl"/ 
LEVI E. BOTrENS, AssirtanJ Secrtltfl"/ 
V11LLJAM C. GREENOUGH, ArmtanJ to tht Prtsidnu 
EMIL HANK!!, FidJ Stcrtltfl"/ 
GEORGE E. JOHNSON, AUOTnq' ttntl AssirtanJ Stcu.ltfl"/ 
FRANX A. McCONNELL, ContToll" 
PARKER MONROE, lrwertmmJ Offic~ ttntl 

ArsirtanJ TrtJtSur~ 
EUGENE F. RUSSELL, M.D., MttficaJ Dirtc.tor 

February 9, 1944 

Your retirement annuity contract provides that annuity pay­
ments to you will begin on the date mentioned above unless you elect 
to defer them. You should, therefore. let us know as promptly as pos­
sible which of the foll~wing plans you want : 

1 . Begin annuity payments on the date mentioned above. If 
you prefer this plan, please follow the instructions on 
the enclosed application for settlement . 

2. Defer the beginning of annuity payments . If you prefer 
this plan, please notify us, stating approximately how 
long you wish to defer. (The beginning of annuity pay­
ments may not be deferred beyond age 70 under most T.I.A.A. 
contracts, except by special arrangement .) 

If an institution is contributing to~~rd the premiums on your 
contract, we urge you to consult with an officor of the institution re­
garding the dato your annuity payments are to begin and the method of 
settlement you soloct. 

We urge that you reoly promptly so that , if further corres­
pondence is necessary, thore will bo time to completo arrangements be­
foro the dato mentioned above . 

onclosuros : Application 
Signature Card 
Choice of Option form (o67) 

~::ct~ 
Scttloment Dopartmcnt 
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Prof . Aloert Einstein 
Policy :o . Al2,647 

Amendment to Application 

TEACHERS INSURANCE AND ANNUITY ASSOCIATION 
OF AMERICA 

522 Fifth Avenue. New York 

In the matter of the application for~.e.fe+~.e.d. .-6-M\U. tY . . . made to said Association 
IJUUnDC:e OT Annulry 

on the ...... . .. 31st .. . ...... . .. day of. . ... O.cto b.eJ: ...... , 19. 33. . 

I desire to supply answers to the following questions which were omitted: 

14. When 1 d the first nnu.i tJ Paftne~t to oe Ulat;.e to you1 
Answer : 01 the first day o: the month following my 65th 

I desire to change and alter the answers and statements as follows: 

I desire to add the following: 

Birthday. 

And I hereby declare that the above answers and statements are complete and true, 
and agree that they shall become and form a part of my original application and be 
subject to all the conditions thereof. 

Dated at 
(dry) 

day of 19 

Full signature of appUcart .............. . ..... • .••.. . . . ....•...•• ••• , .••.......... . •.....•......... 

Wimesa ....... . .......... .. .. .. ................ .. 
(N~) 

Non. This amendment must be sii~d by w applicant in w PI'Um« of a witnas who wiU noc be a 
~ry undn me policy app!Wi {M. 

Form No. 18U A-SM·1·30 

I 
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Dear Proteasor E1Date1.Da 

_, It givea H pleaeure to 1Dtora you that 
tbe Trust••• or the lnatitute at their meetinc on 
January 25th approved the action taken by the lxeou­
tive Committee at ita aeetin& on Deceaber 14th on 
the .ub~ect ot ~our retirement, 'The coDdit1ona are 
exactly aa 1 atated to you in ay letter ot Dec .. ber ' 
16th, with the pleaaant additlOil tbat the Trv.a~eea 
have received ae.urance ot an ano~a 11tt wb1oh 
will cover the difference betwe~ tbe pen•1oa wbioh 
waa proaiaed you and your recular salary, 10 ~at 
70ur coatilmation will not be a drain upon the 
Inatitute budset. 

r , 
lt there 11 ~ further point in th.ia 

connection which 1a not entirely clear to you, I 
ahou.ld be &lad to have you apeak or vite to me about 
it. 

I appreciate very waraly, aa did otber 
•••bera or the ra.oul ty, the geaer01&1 llne which JOll 
took in our raaulty aeettnc on MoD4ay~ aa4 I hope to · 
have an early opportUDity to disouaa rurtber with you 
aome or the ·po1nta wh1oh you raised. 

With kindeat reaarde, I am 

Your a a1noerely, 

Professor Albert 11lllte1a · 
IastltGte tor AdYaaoed Study 

-l'r1nc•ton1 lew Jersey 
FA/MCI 

fRANK AYDELOTTE 
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O~CPM~~~ 16 , 194~ 

1 t z i 'I-'.:. :n·:::! )1 •. , •nrP tn in""orm you th.lt 
the r-v.ecL<tive Co•n:.itL~e t it:.> me·~ting on D"Cer:Iber 
L+th votE..! , iUf·j-::r.t to t n,.., ~·:Jr~"'~V'1l or the Bot..r:l l')f 

l'ru .• te "':. , Lh , t \-).::>C~UE~ of VJu r u.i:5Ling!li3~l~J 
5drvicA to th~ Institut ~ , t~~ rul~ ~r r~tir~nent ut 
~1xty-five ~h~ll o~ ~div~J in ;our c~Je ~nd the ~a tP 
of )0ur r.::>tir~J~nt 5h~ ll be fixed hy ~utu~l ~~ree­
:.a:nt ::>et.w'3en ~lou "..nd l~e Tru.:)t.;:.a.> . 

1'he :-·xacu ti v~ CoJ:::J i ~ .. e~ votad f u r t h ~r:Jore 
" Lh._ t the T ru > t~e:'\ '3l-tn~ l n <e no ~011.11 t ions for men 
on t·1~ ret irina li.::; t 's to ti•,...:i r ')l:' ~~ o ~ r~-.: 1 dence 
o.,.. t 11~ ~.::tiviti.:.-3 i11 ~~t ' ic l1 t'i8f w. .. y enG' 1~e P·~ept 
th _t Pror~~~o~s ~in~tain , V1blen. ni ~e/1 1 for w~nm 
unu3U lll7 r· vo~~ble ?ensio~ nrr.n~Pm~nts h~ve been 
m Je , ~hall not ijen if/ tt ?rn·ol v~s with anothor 
in>tirution ·.vithout thP Jo~r()Vell o~ the Tru>tPPs . " 

I h· •;::>.:: JOU will f'e·~.L th t th~? ~ tion t ·t '<en 
conr'orms to JuUr mm un erst-n.:1i'1·~ ;)i' t:h~ Ler.:n:> of 
you r aJ_Jt"\ i ntment. , ~nG. I l'o:Je "'urth!:'rmor e t11 , t your 
he .1 th ·; rd s trongth rna.y '-le .~nch "" to ~n 1.11~ you to 
~?ntinue ··or ·.·t !Y y .r:; in ·ctivf.' .ark ;t t tbe I nstttute . 

?r~:~~;or A: ~rt ~lr~t~in 
I :"t> L i. ... ~~ · ·.Jr A~ ·.r .. ,.c ~..,. .3 tu~ :r 
P r 1 nc e t f" 1 , N w J ,.. ,; ~ 'J 
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June 7, 1943 

Dear Kiaa Boyest 

In raaponae to your telephone request tor 
information about Protesaor linite1n, 1 · &1Ye you herewith 
a tew personal detail•, as~t you ~Ye the 1Dtor­
aat1on abOut his ac1entit1c. actdevellent• t'roa other aowoea. 

Professor 11nate1n was one ot the first Ge~ 
to be welcoaed to thia country a~ter the la1t war and he 
never tailed to do &IQ'tb1q in his powe~ to iapro'fe rela­
tion• between Gera&GY aJld the O'u1,ed States. Be was 11ke­
w1a• one ot the tirat a .. bera ot the lewisb race to be 
11DJled o~t for persecution by the laai reaiae. He W&l 
actually the t1rat person to be elected to ... berlhip 1n 
the facUlty of the newly-establ1ahe4 Iast1tQte tor Adv&Doed 
8t\ldf, t,ftouah Professor Onald Veblen who .-as the aeooad 
meaber ot the faculty elPOted, actually bel&n bis serY1Cel 
one rear before Professor Bta.te1n oaae to Princeton 1a 1933 • 

. 
Professor Biaste1n waa ada1 tted to American 1 

a\t1aeash1p about thr•• year• aao • . Be is enth•a1aat1cally 
loral to the ideals tor whtoh thia country atanda and he is 
aoat eager to make any possible oontr1b~t1on to the war 
effort; 

Protesaor Einstein worka bard. Be 1a to be 
found 1n his study at the Institute •••ry day 1n the year . 
except when be aoes away,1n the summer to anloy bia ta.ar1te 
sport or 3&111ng. This yeart 1n order to concentrate apoa 
the research wh1cll be hat un~ertaken tor ~he BU'ea1& ot 
O~dQance, he propos•• to g1•• up his vacation and r ... ln 1D 
Princeton a.ll suamer. He brines to·his work,~ of oOQrse, a 
profound understand1nl of aatbematica aDd aa1aleaat1oal 
pbyaics. Be has another qual1t1cat1on wh1ub 1• not 10 
widely knowna throucnout bia youn1er lite he bad a poa1t10D 
1n the Swias Patent Ortice and this baa &1Yen~ta a creat 
practical understanding ot cadgetrJ tn all its pha•••· l 
hope that the Bureau of Ordnance will t1Dd the aeau to 
turn thil qual1f1oat1on or his to 100d acooGDt. 

I aa sure that all the •••bera ot the BGrea• ot , 
Ordnance wllo ooae into paraonal oontaot ri'b h1a w1U leara 
to admire hia tine character aDd hia creat persona~ oh&ra. 

Yours a1noerely1 
K1sa ler1 Boyes 
01•111an Peraoanel Department 
Bureau ot Ol'dDanoe 
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Kay 27, 1943 

Dear Professor Btnsteina 

I had a talk with Mr. Moe of the 

Gu3genheim ~oundatian, who, as you know, is one 

or our Trustees, the other day about Dr . Gomez, 

in whose behalr I understand you wrote to Mr. Moe . 

You will be glad to know that Ur . Yoe bas sueaeeded 

in making arrangesents with Professor Homer Smith 

of New Yor~ University for laboratory facilities 

for Dr. Gomez, olus some secr~turial help fgr u•a 

in transla ting his book into ~nglish . Mr. Moe 

wanted you to have the good news. 

Yours s incerely, 

Professor Albert E1ns~n 
Institute for Advance tudy 
Princeton, lew Jersey 

F~/YCE 

FRANK AYDELOTTE 

'· 

, 
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May 17, 1943 

Dear Lieutenant Brunauer: 

I ha ve your kind letter of May 13 and 
have discussed with Dr. Aydelot t e, Director of the 
Institu ~e. f or Advanced S tudy, t he matter of my 
cooper a tion with the Resear ch and Development Division 
of the Nar t . Dr. Aydelotte approves heartily of my 
participating tn your research oper a tions. He and I 
~oth f~el t hat the inrl i viuual contr?.ct would be the · 
most suitable, and I agree fully with t he arrangements 
outl ined in t he enclosed l etter ~rom Dr . Aydelotte . 

I very much enjoyed your visit and look 
forward with great $at1sfa ct1on to this association 
with you in)research on Navy prob~ems. I shall expect 
to receive from you in due course the contraot and 
informa t ion a bout the \Tork whiob. you wish me to under­
take, and X hope tnat . I, shall be able · to make .some 
useful contribution. ' 

In this · aoOQeo.tion, I should like to raise 
one que stion: Would it tn any way interf ere with my, 
usefulness to the • avy if I should spend a ~art of the 
sum..JUer in a cottage a t L i.l.~e Sar anac? I do not know ·. 
whetheT it will be possible for me to take a holiday 
away f rom Pr inceton in any ease, and certainly if my 
usefuln~ss to the l a vy· would be inorea•ed by fema1a1ng 
in Princ~ton I should be most happy to do so. I f 1 
however, i t would be equa lly convenient for you, .I 
t h ink I coul d urobably work to bett~r ad vantage ~n the 
mor e a~reeable clima t e of Lake Saranac during the hot • months of t he summer. 

Yours very sincerely, 

~. 

Li.eutenant St ephen Brunauer 
Bureau of Ordnance 
Navy Department 
Washington, D. G. 
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May 17, 1943 

Dear Lieutenant Brunauer: 

Pro .. .'essor Einstein ha s told me of his 
conversation with you ana shoihd me your gracious 
letter of Kay 13th, suggesting arrangements under 
which he might be of assistance to the Navy for 
theoretical resea rch on ex .,losives aDd explosions . 

In talkin~ over the matter with Professor 
Eins tein he and I have both come to the conclusion 
that pr obably the best a rrangement would be for the 
Navy to ma.te an individual contr<\Ct Nith him on the 
basis of 325 per J.ay, Pro'· :)~ 1or Einstein t o l et you 
know .1 t 1ntet•val ~ the amoun t of time he h . .l3 actually 
sp~n t on N vy problems . 1 t nink it importnnt to 
V:.ave i n t ile arr.tngemen ts .for an a::; ~ i s tan t in case 
t l)l'e 1t. ~lt:ocil o:' routine nork should be necessary 
lthough ProfPssor Eins tein cannot tell a t t hi s ttme 

wnet.1~r or not ue will neet.i t he services of an 
t.s:J ista nt . 

1 t t~e t he l i ?erLy of writing to you 
simply to s3y th~t the In~titute for Advanced Study 
cordi&lly ap~roves of t his arrangement with Professor 
~in s tein and looks fo rwa ra with pride to having him 
un . ertake thi~ service for the No.vy . 

Bel i Pve me , 

Yours very sincerely, 

FH.ANK AYDELOTTE , Director 

Lieu ten.mt Stephen Brunauer 
Bureau of Ordnance 
Navy Department 
Washington, D. c. 
FA/liCE 
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IAVY DEPARTlEIIT 

BUREAU OF ORDNABCE 

e.shington, D. C. 

Prot ssor Albert E1.nste1n 
Institute for vance tudy 
Princeton Unive~sity 
Prtnceton, New Jersey 

Dear Profe ssor Einsteinr 

Kay 13, 1943 

This is to thank you for the pleasant time spent 
at your hoce and still more for your willingness to help us 
~n our theoretical research on xplosives and explosions . 
rha Research and Development Division of the Bureau of Ordn~e 
was vary much oleased over acquiring you as consult t for this 

ork . 

Captain Shumaker , the Director o! our Division, 
suggested that I offer you a Bavy contract for your services . 
Naturally, we leave entirely to you the choice of accepting 

contract from us or helping us out entirely informally with­
out any contract . 

~ o types of contract are customary; contract with 
an ~stitution and contr et with an 1nd1vidual. If, ~or example, 
you eel tbat ~ou could devote a cert ain fr ction at your working 
ti e to our problems, the Navy could rei burse the Institute 
r or Advanc d Study ror that fraction of your salary. The other 
poss1b1lit7 is to e the contract directly with you wnd pay 
you :for the number of days you s end on o11r problems. I believe 
your fee on this basis would be 25 per day; this is the aximum 
we ~re allowed to pay. In either case , if you ish to h ve an 
assistant for tha work, his salary would a lso be p id by the 
Navy . You need not leave Princeton, yoa can do all or your ork 
ther 1 and entirely a t your own discretion. 

I should like to repeat again that we leave the 
question or contract entiTely to your decision. Some of us 
feel th~t 1f you acc~pt a contr at we can officially regard you 
as a part of the o. s. Navy; and that ould please us greatly, 
bUt the choice is yours • . 

I sent a messa e iby Dr . E. Bright ilson to Dr. 
ir ood to get in t~uch ith you and acquaint you ith the ork 

done so far on our problems. V ry shortly I intend to write 
d1r ctly to Dr . 1r ood, too. 

i th b~st wishes, 'I am 

Very sincerely yours, 

(Sgd) Stephen Brunauer 
Li eutenant, USNR 
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February 31 1943 

·-

Dear Professor 'Ein.atein': 
I 

I .. r•turnina the eontraot form here-

•1th. Kr. llaasa read it care~ly and reels very 

strongly, aa I ea1d to you over· the telephone., 
I 

tbat it would be unw!se tor you to stgn i.t. I hope 

aome more e!teot1ve way ~ay· be found ror you to make 

YGUV contribution to th& war et!o~t. J shall keep 

on ~· lookout an~ report to y~u any opportunlties 

' ot which I may be able to hear. 

Yours s.tncerely, 

Proressor .ll bert IU.natein 
ll2 Mer4er Street 
PI'S.noetop, lew S e·rsey 

FA/YCB 

FRANK AYDELOTTE 
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HARVARD COLLEGE OBSERVATORY 
CAMBRIDGE. MASSACHUSETTS 

30 January 1943 

Dr . Frank Aydelotte 
Institute for Advanced Study 
Princeton, New Jersey 

Dear Dr . Aydelotte: 

If Dr . ~instein•s digestion is his health obstacle, he 
certainly is right about keeping away from Mexico . The 
change of altitude, temperature, and food are severe 
enough for those of us who are complete savages . 

A 
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January 23, 1943 

Dear Sbapleya 

· I have juat returned to Princeton, 
found your letter ot .January 15th, and this aom.-
1n& t8l.k•d the whole matter oTer w1 th !ina teitl, 
Be reels very atron&lf that ror reaaons of heltth 
~e oucht· not to undertake the trip to Mexico, and 
I aa conrtnoed that he 1• right. he bas tor a rear 
been haY1UI a IOOd deal of trouble With dl&est1on, 
baa been compelled to live on e very atriot diet, 
rest atter meals, etc., and it would be takin& 
unjustifiable chances tor him to undertake a trip 
of this kind. He therefore as~s me to send you 
his regrets. J 

I aa glad you are taktng·C~andraaekhar 
and 1 hope you will .be able to get some Jewish 
physicist 1n· Einstein's place. 

lours sincerely, 

Protesaor Harlow Shapley . 
BarTard Colle&• Observatory 
Cambr1dse, Massachuaetta 

FA/IICB I • 

' 

fRANK AYDELOTTE 
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HARVARD COLLEGE OBSERVATORY 
CAMBRIDGE, MASSACHU SET T S 

15 January 1943 

Dr . Frank Aydelotte 
Institute for Advanced Studies 
Princeton, New Jersey 

Dear Aydelotte: 

Recently President Camacho and Governor Gonzalo Bautista, of the State 
of Puebla, had a conference in which they foreshadowed a plan of 
demonstrating that country's official indifference to human conditions 
of race, creed, or color . They like to assume that they are follolrlng 
the successful policies in these regards that have long been advocated 
in the United States . 

As before, I have been asked to be the unofficial (almost official) 
collaborator in the United States in projects touching on the newer de­
velopments of public education and cultural aggrandizement in Mexico. 
Rather funny situation, I admit; but there it is . 

A year ago, with the help of colleagues, I organized and took to Mexico 
an Inter-American Astrophysical Conference, which spent a week or so 
in scientific work, the dedication of an Observatory, the visiting of 
universities . It is now desired that a smaller group of leading American 
physicists come to Puebla, Uexico (and ~exico City) next Yay at the 
axpehse of the Mexican Government for conferences ,. and for the encouragement 
of the Uexican political and social lifr!o ponde~ut high things of the 
spirit. -" . (/ .. 

The Embassy in Washington, acting under instructions from Mexico , has 
recently sent the Fi rst Secretary to Cambridge to talk over details with 
me. Also , there have been recent telephone conversations with personal 
friends a.nd collaborators in Mexico. 

Here is the point of this letter. Would Einstein make this ten-day trip 
to lolaxico? He, of all others, to the Mexicans would demonstrate the 
official absence of anti-semitism in J.!exico, and to an extent in Latin 
America generally. To include one or two distinguished scientists of 
Jewish origin in a party of a dozen would be a dramatic exhibition of 
tolerance . Among the twelve would also be included Dr. Chandrasekha.r, 
the distinguished Hindu astrophysicist of the University of Chicago, who 
ill both very dark and very handsome . 

I do not want to approach E:inBtein directly if his health or his determina­
tion •ould make such a good- will tour impossible. 
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Dr. Aydelotte 15 January 1943 

Probably Dr. Fermi would be among those invited, and two or three of the 
available Nobel Prize men whose fields of activity fall within the scope 
of the simple scientific program planned. 

I should like to have your comments on this proposal. Personally, I think 
it wouad be very important, as a service to scholarship and to international­
ismJ if Einstein could make the trip. From experience, I know that the 
entertainment will be tolerable, not too exacting, and colorful. If advisable, 
Einstein could take a companion with him. The travel down and back would 
probably be by air, if pretend, and all the expenses would be covered. 
Knowledge of the Spanish language is not necessary; nor is the presentation 
of new scientific work. By including the lt'bole expedition in one week and 
the two surrounding week-ends, it is probable that several of the leading 
physicists can participate, notwithstanding war work, because this expedition 
would be the much-needed vacation in the early part of Uay. 

Sincerely yours, 

A 
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'J aau.ary '1;-8, 1943 

Proiessor Harlow Shapley 
H a.rvard Coll ege 0 bservator~ 
Cambr1 ge, M-assachusetts 

Dear Professor Shapley: 

Your l~t.ter or J"anuary l'th . 

h a a come while Dr. Aydelotte 1• aW&T troll 

·P,rin~toD and wUl have h1s attention 

when be reEurns on ~bnrsday or Priday ot · 

t h1e week. 

Very truly yours, 

. 
Secretary to Dr •. ~ydelotte 

' 

.. 
" 

... 
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EUGENE S PIRO 15 WESI ti]TH STREET NEW YORK. N. Y, 

Tel . : TrafalB;ar 

July 27 , 1942. 

Dear r .Aydelotte , 

I thank you very uch for 
your kind lines of Jul y 22 and : am looking 
for ·d to seeing you at my studio one of 
these days . 

Yours sincerely , 

88 
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EUGENE SPIRO 15 WEST >7TH STREET NEW YORK. N . Y. 

::'el . : ..:':!. ~-~ .. 1 a 4 - 148tl 

July 20t!l , 1942. 

I y dear 1 r • .Aydelot+e , 

I hope you will forgive me for 
vriting you although I do not have the :privilege 

of knowing you personally . 

Some while e...>o I :painted the 
portrait of Albert Einstein in lrinceton . ~his 

picture has been very muc adm1red by quite a 

number of competen t people , some of v.rhom suggested 

t o me that I uri te you , as a friend of ro fessor 

Einstein to d!:op in at my studio one of these dP.ys 
to have a look at it . I hardly ba,·e to t ell : ou how 

much pleased I should be if you conld find the time 

to do so . 
In case my name should be unknown 

to you , ::::: am sure that r . ~instein , •·•1-].o has known me 

for r..~ny years , 'fill be kind enough "o 0 ive you Hhat ­
ever information yo,l mi t •;;ant to have abo·1.t my person . 

Very sincerely yours , 
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1111ene Sp1ro, , •~· . 
15 • • 6"7,t~ a~reet 
llew YC~~rk Citr 

• 

. - -
~ . 

: 

" 

.. 

... 
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larch lJ, 1942 

Dear Professor Einstein& 

Heartiest ccmcratulatiOGa on rour 

birt.bda7 ancl a.1.fecti011ate pod wiabaa for Ull1' 

happ;y returnsl 

fRANK AYDELOTTE 

Pro!eabor Albert Einstein 
112 Mercer Str&et 
Priaceton, M~w Jersq 
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~lDg the aeetina 1D Princeton of the iaeriC&D 

Ph7a1cal 8ociet7 ProfaS&or £1JleteiD Will apeu 1n the Sea1.u.r 

em Tbeoretica.l Phraict, to be hud Mondq eveuinl, Daceabar 29th, 

e.t the Inatltute for .Adftnoed St.udy. Ilia al.lbJect wtll be •an the 

So1Qt1onl of Finite Mae• of th• GravitatiOD&l !quatiana.• The 

probl• tr ted ia onl.J ol a ••tbodological illter st. It. 1• 

rigoroualj' proved, froll the equat10D8 or the theorJ o£ general. 

relativity, that tbere do not exltt u:y ~ra.v1tat10D&l fiillda of 

t1nite total ILI.III which are free fr011 aiDC\llaritiaa (i.e., which 

e.re t'iD.ite ct eTert point). OntU now this waa proTecl only for 

fields with certa1D 8)'ltltetq propertiea. 
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COLLP'.Cf 

DR. llOTT SIIITH 
SCIENCE SERVICE 
WASHIKGTCW, D.C. 

DECEliDER 22, 1941 

J/ 
PROJ"ESSOR EIHSTEIIS ADDRESS DECEJ.IBER 29 \'JILL BE ON !liE SOLUTIO?~S OF FINITE ... ·~ 

" JlASS OF THE GRAVITATIONAL EQUATIONS STOP TEE PROBLEM 'l'REATED IS o:NLY OF 

A UETHODOLOGICAL INTEREST STOP IT IS RIGOROUSLY PROVED DASH FROJJ T BE 

EQUATIOilS OF T.HE THEORI OF GENERAL RELATIVIfi DASH TF.AT THERE 00 NOT EIISf 

ANY ORAVIrATIOlaL FIFLDS OF FINITE TOTAL UASS l\1JICH ARE FREE F.BDU SINGULARI'l'IES 
CLOSE 

BRA.Cn:f THAT IS WHICH ARE FINITE J.f EVERY PODlTf'!!RACKE'.r STOP UNTIL NOW THIS 

WAS FROVED ONLY F<Jl FIEI..m WITH CERTAIN SnDiETRI PROPERTIES 

V. BARGMA.NN 
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De~ 22. 1941 

• 
1a a.cscorc~aoe w1 tA ., •rnaa-t 

ntal ~ Oabonae ot. Prtaoe~ llll1nriit7• I 
Ma4 ,_ Mnritill two oopt• fd a atate.et 
JtT ~~--- liutel.D OOYeriill the -~-t 
ot b1a ~ li"tl at tae aeeU., ·ot 
tM ,_rioa Pb;raloal looieQ' ill Prt.a .. tca . 
uxt we&. It· 1a .Untoocl that t.laS.a latona­
U• 1a aot to be relu.aed prior to the • ot­
lac· 
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• 

Dear Prote110r liutelD 1 

I u ftr'l patetvl. to 7ft to• letdSal • !bontelD 

t•ba'• Not, •lllperlal Gu 711114 ta. IMublal •nlllu.,• 

I b&Ye reed lt wt.Ut. ~& .. en 1at.erut _. lt baa claM a 
ar-t deal to c1arlfJ ., t.btak1 .. • * ,..._, alW&U. ...t 

u.. pNIWII ot tba ~. Ia4H4, I a. .... '"'- eo •ts•·w 
. 

b7 s.t. t~aat 1t I oaa 1•t •WT to norlda. t• a llttl.• bolt.dq at 

Cbrlat.u u.., u I a.op. to 4o, I aa co1ac ~ t17 to ft'lt.e ...­

\hlac • U.. ftbj .. t. I aa 10"1 t.o ~q, lMMrn'u, \bat tu 

rupaui~~Ul\7 ns.a I teel tor ov.r trl-.au .._ .. ao ue 

eltu- el' .... 1U.... ot __., OOUDtriU M:/ o;ltlld. M to 

4Uq.., Mlltl•7 or oaoel lt altocetber •. 

11th ldwleat. NCU"d•, 'x .. 
• 

I 

• 

fRANK A \'D£LOTT£ 

hofe1101' Albert IS.utela 
PriaoetaD, In ler••J 

.I 
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Septuber 19, 1941 

m liD n ut cmoaa 
I 

ru. 1• to CMI"\lf7 tbat Proteaaor £lbut u.wa 

~ . 
Mftll0e4 8'-17. le ia a - ot b1P Obaftotel- ..S U80lat.e 

t.ek••a whioh be -.:r ..u. 
hoteseor ll.Dat.eiA ia a aatwal1ae4 U.t1•• of \ 

the IIU.W 8tatea. Ilia appUoatiGD tor J~Mnoa aitU•ahtp 
. 

aa tl~Dttcbttall.T ad ...ai•t1cnul7 aa4e, q4 lie la ooa-

pleMl.J'1oJal to the -.rloa IOYel"DMl\e 

Maaorlbe4 a4 ...,. to beton .. 
tbla 19tb 4q et hpteeer, 1941 

' . 

lot.JT Pv.bUo, 1~\e Ot l•lene7 

• 

\ 

Records of the Office of the Director / Faculty Files / Box 8 / Einstein, Albert, 1935-1944 
From the Shelby White and Leon Levy Archives Center, Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, NJ, USA



• 

... 
Septeaber 10, 1941 

I 

Dear Proteaaor EiDsteiaJ 

·You will be ft)'d to know that 

Prot'ossor Hadamard 1a now 1D •n York• at 

303 West 1.06 Street. He write• ae that he 

plau to ocae doWB to see his fr1eada 1a 

Princeton about two weeks hence. It 1a a 

great aatisfaetion to know that he is Ia 

this country. 

Very a1neere1y yours. 

Proressor Albert E1nste1a 
Cup lonroocl 
Saranac Lake• •ew York 

FA aim 

\ 

I 

FRANK AYDELOTTE 
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September 81 1941 

Dear Protesaor !lllateilu · 

It ••• deliehttul to see you laat 
~ 

week and I dontt tb1Dk you oan realiae ·wnat 

plea1ure your oall gave to llr. Bambe:raer an4 

Wr•• hld. I enclC'Ise one or t wo supahotl 

which I took ill your beau t1ful oamp. I aa 

atra14 they 1nd1oa te that l aa not ye~ •-­

pletely a maater ot the camera • 
• 

I aa del1chted that you w1U iOOJH 

to oar Qwaker p~tJ• The dat e ia •ednesday, 

.september 1?, and t he hour 7 o'clock, tnror.aal 

draaa. Yqu will tiDd there a number ot people 

who will remember your visit to Swarthmore soa. 

years aso. 
-

With kiDdeDt regards, I aa 
I 

Yours a1J;lcerely, 

Prota1Hr AD•r' llliatet.a 
c~ lorwoocl 

' 8aHD&o Lake, I •• York 

P'.lUIR 

BDolonre 

FRANK AYDELOTT~ J A 

' 
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Knoll wood 
Saranac Lake 

N. Y. 

August 14, 1940 

Dr.Frank Aydelotte 
Institute for dvanced Study 
Princeton 'N. J . 

Dear J'r .Aydelotte : 

~irat ,I want to express to you my gratitude 

for you!' valuable efforts in behalf of Paul i and rolya. "Roth 

a re prominent ann Pauli is without any doubt one of the most 

gifted theoretical physicists of our tirne . 

I received the enclosed letter concerninG Pertrand 

Russell . The contentfi of this letter was extremely sur~rising to 

me . There is no doubt that Bertrand Russell i~ one of the l P.ading 

minds of our tine in ~athernatical logic and philoso~hy in reneral 

and that his writings are - in my opinion - o~ permanent value. 

I know that our Institute is hinderen by its precarious financial 

situation; but it may be possible to eet some s~ecial funds to 

ebable this great mind to do his valuable work in frinceton for a 

few years. I.;- there is any possibility it Must be avoided that 

later generat ions should have to tell that this naster could not 

f!i!nd opportunities to finiAl1 his worl{. 

lith kinn reeards , 

yours sincerely, 

Encl . 
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~~ 29, 1940 

Dear Protea110r E1n•te1Da 
t 

I abould be deli fttted to ... Dr. ()ppeDhe1a wben~~er he tiDda. 
/ 

1 t conmlot to oall oa ll(e 1ll Prinoeton. We ha~e D01f •~eel ~ the 

Oldela ~ &Dd W1l be bare ri~t a1oac through Auaqt except pernap. tor . . . 
a couple of woq. 

; 

I 
1
/ I ba-N *11 8DOil ooaqpi.ed with ~nts for bringinl mr ,. . . 

the teQbn1oal eection• of the Leape," the evacuation o£ Br1t1ah children, amd 
f . 

' . 

r~ work of the jaerican J'rienda 8erviae ao..iittee, but I hope to pt all · - , 

these ~pona1b1lltie• eo arranged that we can run away for &. tw Deka' holidq 

in Rew Engl.end aometiae in the riea.r future. For thie reaeon Dr. Op~nheill 

had better write or telepboao before ()OIIjng to Princeton eo aa to uke sure ot 

finding II$ . 

I hope you are haTing a good vacation at Saranac Lw. 

' lou have probabl_y heard froa ~ ey+ of our efForts to bring 

Polya over from Sn~rl.and. 'lhe Al:serican co11aul 1n ~ch aeewa to be an ; 

axtl'aord1naril¥ ditfieul t person to deal "ri th, but we are ttyine !lOW the 

NM -~ which finally ltor~ed ill the oue of Pauli. 

lith ld.Ddeat regards, I &II 

ProtSNOr Albert Einatein 
lftollwood 
8tJUaO Lake, ... Io1'k 

I'At!SB 

) 

Ever a~, 

FRANK AYDELOTTE 
- A • 

/ 

' . 

I 

\ 
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Dr. Frank Aydelotte 

Knoll wood 
Saranac Lake 

N.Y. 

The Institute for Advanced Study 
Princeton N. J. 

Dear Mr.Aydelotte: 

May I take the liberty to introduce to 

you my old friend , Dr.Paul Oppenheim, who has the wish to 

meet you . He has been a chemist originally but since many 

years he has worked in epistemology {theory of knowledge) 

and comparative study of methods used in the different 

sciences. He has published a aerie of interesting papers 

concerning those problems. 

With kind regards, 

yours sincerely, 

P.S . I am very much pleased w~th the opportunity found for 
Dr. Bergmann and I feel very g rateful forJinfatiguable 
efforts in his behalf. ~ 

The offer of a refuge in Princeton to the technical staff 
of/ the League of nations seems to me of' great value. In 
this way not only the nucleus of the League can be saved 
but it \rill also be created a more active interest in the 
problems of international political organisation. 
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11&7 20, 1940 

!0 ID rr 01 OCIICBt 

tbla 1a to oert.1.t7 tbat Dr. Albert ltuteia 

-. .,olaw.l to • ,.;....t pl"'i' .. aoftbl» Ia tba lutl~w . . ' 

tllat bll.9J) M beon n a Na!Mat ot ~tal, ._ 1.-,~ 

ad bu b.- a ru~t OODt,..,.•l7 aiue t.llat ate. 

lllbMri.M4 aDd .... to Mton • 
'J thl.a 20tta dq ot -· 1~. 

lotarT hhlii ot the state ot ... ,..., 
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Dear Proteaaor ltaateinl 

. 
ftoakat.Uer ~tlca baa &•~ offend to ttuaoe a 

viaitiA& protea80J'ablp tor Proteuor Paull at tJw lutlta.te 

tor uxt 7Ml'• X baft cabled b.1ll th1a attezaoaD. 

We baft wo bad word tl'Qa liel.a Bohr that be 

teeb ·at the IIOMDt tbat 1M ought to at&y wbeJoe ·be 1a1 bat 

tbat he alao feela wba the ts.- ooua that be csua DO ~er 

c1o work tbere -(which~ b"a very IOOD) bo wUl be &lad to 

accept oar 1.av1tat10G. 

embitiOG DOW U ~ to. add J)1rao 11l OI'Clu to baft a.ll tba 

beat •tta.atloal ptva1c1ata 1D t.M worl4 --~at 

PriDoetoD. 

litb ktldeat retard•, I aa, 

81aoarel.7 JOV•• 

Profeaaor .Albert ltuteill 
ll4 laroer Street 
PrlDoet.oo, In lenq 

J'.t/MCI . 

I 

FRANK AYDELOTTE 
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c 0 p y 

A. Einstein 
112, Mercer Street 
Princeton 
New Jersey, U.S .A. 

January 17, 1940 

Mr. Frank Aydelotte 
Institute for Advanced Study 
Princeton N. J . 

Dear Mr. Aydelotte: 

c 0 p y 

The psycho-pathologi.st and neurologist Professor Kurt Goldstein 

has asked me to write you about him in Yiew of the possibili~ that 

our Institute may be able and inclined to employ a scientist in this 

field. I know Professor Goldstein as a very original and conscientious 

scholar in his field. I have admired very much a few of his lectures 

which I have attended. It seems beyond any doubt that he will - also 

in the future - accomplish important work if he has the possibility 

to concentrate on his researches . 

With kind regards, 

yours sincerely, 

/s/ A. Einstein 

Original given to Carl Sandburg 3/26/59 
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~~~ ... -- .· ~ 

:.-_ ... _...,.. . .. .. .... - -

.. ,..· .. --· -- .. .. . --

F. D. F.oo!sevslt , 
Pr~~iLent of the Unit.~d SLuLe~ , 
'r~hi Lc !louse 
~ntihington , D. c. 

Sin 

.Hburl Ein::ltin 
Olri Grovo houd 
Jla :;st:U Poln t 
Pecan!.~ , Lo n;; !:".l und 

[om-: r ecen t v.o1 i< by r.. . h:rml "'nd L. S2.ilt.r·- , ,, l.i Lll h·· :. 1:1euo 
coii...IIlU!lic~ted to :n t: in m..!.cnu.scripl , l.::cus me Lo ~>..pr:ct Uu~l Lht: t.lcm( nt 
un .. nium IW)" be turn~t! into u tl!:!'ll <Lilli lmporte.nl ~ourca of -:·nergy in the 
imceditite fulur6 . Certain u:;p;:.cts of Lhu Eitw1tion y;h.lch hbs t:-.rl!: c, n 
eecm to cu.l for w&tchfulness &no, if nect:s::.llry , quick Lction on the pl:lrt 
of the Ad mini t.. tru tion. I beli~ve there fora the. t. it ir. my au ty to bl'ing 
to your bttenlion the folloT.·ing ft.cto:~ t.nci rucolh!llendtd,ion. 

In the cour5t! of the lE: e t four rnon Lh::. 1 t h:..~ (,._( 11 wt.de ,Jl'O:Jt.Lle 
t hr ouch the wo:-k of Joliet. in F 1 toce en well M ; F t::l'tli c:.no 5zilc.ra in J1:ner i c:: -
that it mt1y llecom<: pos :; i Ll~' 1.0 ~et up u nucle~:~r chain recclicn in c. l11rre 
lll£8~. of ur~:.nium , by -..hi ch vc~t t..mounts of pov.er end lergo qUh nli tit!:S- of ney,· 
rc.dium-like tlements l>Oulci be g(:nerutcd. Nov. i l uppu~rs Ll mo:..t certt..in 
that thi~ could be uchl5ved in the i~ediute· future . 

Thi e new phenomenon '· ould e.lso le;&d to thu con.! Lruc li on of bomll!: 1 

&t!d it 1:.. conceivo..!>lt· - though much lt: .:;~ certu.ln - tha t exln.mt>lr pov.en'ul 
bomb~ of ll nt:lw type muy thuc be con::tructeci . A eingle Lo:l·IJ of tl·..i!. :yp~ , 

corri.:d b) bot.t and ttx;>looed in & port, might \J er:; v. ell de stroy the \\hole 
port together "·ith &omo of tht:: Eurrounc.ing tarritory . l~1. evcr 1 ~uLh l ·c r~b:; 

m.ll~ht very ,.·ell prove lo bo too het.vy fot· tn.n:.port.uiior. h:1 .• ir. 

The United Ste. t~!.o hl,.c only vt:ry poor ort! .: of un.uiuc in ::~o~-::n ... te 
qtl.l!ntitic- ~ . Th<:re i s iiOmf. ~ood ote in Can1wa -.uo ti: .. iorlJler Cz€:cilvJ lov •. kiu , 
Yrhilt: tho: mo.:;t importl!nt ~ou!·co of U!uuiWII h lJt:lgic.n Con1:o . 

In vie11· of thlc :::1 tuu lion you mt1.:, thin:.: it. oe~it a:Jlc. to l• ve ~ome 
;;.crm&nent coolb.ct mc.inleinod between tha Ad!n.ini!-;trLtion :.n(: th!'- !-'ruu;:> of 
phy~ici!:t:3 11 orkin ~ on ch~in r·tn. ct.icn:; in lu:l!;rlc!i . One:· po!::..l:Jl . •·~ .. of ut:hiev­
in:; Lhi!.. mi;!llt ua for you to entru!Jt l-ith t.hir. tM,k u pcr~.on who h<.:~ your 
confidence find ?t!-.o coulu per~ps sorvt: in c.n inofJ'iciL.l ct.paclty . IU:; la~k 
m.l ~ht compri:.e thu follot:inea 

• 
a) to f., l_;Jroach Govt:!rn!llent D&partmenl~ , keep lhe:z: ini ot ·r.~ea of the 

furth~ r devr::lopmtnt, t.nd put fon-.uru n :com:ncnuu tions for Government uct.lon , 
eiving p&rliculw- cttonllt-n to the pro!Jlem o1 secu~·int! u ::upply of U!'t:nium 
ore for the UnitE.'d StatE~BJ 
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~CUSS OF SERVICE DESIRED\ 

-wEST~ ltV 
CH£CK 

DOWilUIC CA.L& 

TELEGRAM FULL RATE 

Do\YLETTER IW' DEFat RED ACCT'G INFMN. 

NIGHT Nl~ 

UNION MESSAGE 
NIGHT SHIP • 

LETTER RADIOGRAiol TIME FILED 
Paa--.aebeok .. ol--
........S; otloonriM- wUIIM 

~-•faiJ.a&e lt. a . WHITl[ NllWCOWa CAitLTON .J , C.. WILLIEY E R ., 

,.lltcaiDCHT CHAUt .. AN CW nt• .oA.aD l'lllta'T VIC&•Ptlt UIOC:NT 

------AD~m~'~•~aa~.~l~ .. ~--------~9 __ _ 

To~·~. ~~.anza~so~ft~A~,~~aaa~EDr.m~anaH~~~-----------------------------------------

Streit and No. ~•ltA&l'~•UA]WU!-f!POs;Uanl~----;-:------)--------------

• I 

TM1 BD11 !0 &ID flelrllla 111aa _,,'MD ._JIIIIAL 8:111 C8 ID"F Of 

.. 181181&tib seei:IIR. 811 d... JIQ DPODIIIC. .uour·ma oa Bll 10011!1 

Sender '• aJJru:~ 
for re/erma. 

oa .,,. 

THE QUICKEST, SUREST AND SAFEST WAY TO SEND MONE;Y • 
lS BY TELEGRAPH OR CABLE. 

SmJer'• telephone 
number 
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orton's Cottage 

assau Point,J'econic J .. . I . 
July 22,1<13Q 

DP.ar ! iss __.ichelse ... : 

. rofessor Einstein needs a statenent of 
hie a point~ent or an a~~i~avit . oulrt you be ·ind 
eno 1gh to send one to the ollo· inr artdrnps: 

Dr . J . H·rtmann v 
1~57 ontgoMery Ave . 

ronx- York 

and senrt a couple of' conief; to Prof . Einstein ' s af dress too? 1 
leuse don ' t address it to me ecausP. I ai!l eoin o f to 

Chicaro these dars . Sorry to cause yo4 trolnle,l)ut you lmow 
how urgent these matters often are . I hone you are ~eeling 
well . e h ve it nice anQ cool he..-e . 

ith kind re~urds, 

yours sincerely, 

J if;s . arie EichP.lser 
Institute f'or advancPf\ st•trly 
2.0 Y ssau Str. 
_ rinceton } • J . 

~~ 
ielf>n D tk-as 
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/ 
/ \ 

Deur ~rofessor Binstelns 

29 K.s. rch 1939 

In 1'8i)l:i to ., our le~ter ot ll&rch ~6th 

I wish to assure you ot my own stronG agreement with 

the ~osition which you and your colleagues nave taken, 

that appo~tments to the Inst itute stat'!, whether !1 !5 

Professor or Director, s hould be made only after 

effective consultation with the Faculty. Indeed, I 

had always understood i~ t o be Dr. Fl axner•s o•n 

view that tbis ia the corr e ut ~roceuure. ~ertatnly 

1t ls ay own, and r ~uall not fail to uphold it at 

every 09portunlty ln conferr ing witb Dr. Flexner and 

other .. uastees. 

Professor .A.lt:JE:r t Blb&te u~ 
112 •ercer Street 
Pr 1noeton, leTt Jersey 
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lliureb ~l, 19Ui 

.'lkin 1a to oerUr, that Dr. Allh.l"t Ur:aatein wu 
appoiGt.ecl to L peraaDeat proteaP.oreilil-1 in the Inatl tut.e for 

that n. 1a in rooelpt 

or 81000.00 r ye:.:.r wnen.aver ne r t.lx-.e tr-ee aot1Ye work 

llD(i \ 1n. 195 hO beCII .. & ·ro~iQent or Pr1ncoton, He• 
I 

Jere-r, LLDd hae bec;.n a rat' l.ch.nt cont!.maouol.y :t1nco t bat 

&&Ncr1bed aaa ewula to •tore • 
tb1a 2la\ day ot Mach, l9&ii• 

llot.e.r,. mr or tM 
s•te or •• Jenq 

ESTHER 8. SArt.t. 1 
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ProtNecr .U~ ElDat.la 
112 U.roer Street 
Pr1DOetoD. lMr Jenf17 

I reee1ftll the ne1oa4 1D t.bl ...tDc 

.all. fhu t. • .,., •• ._u_, ~ r .. ~ aDI 

ESB•IIDI 

' 

• 
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Dr. Gustaf Stromberg 
Mount Wilson Observatory 
Pasedena, Cal. 

Honorable Colleague: 

10 June 1938 

I have already written and told you why I have resolved not to write a foreword to your book. The 
distinction between real thlngs, which must undergo certain process of idealistic guidance, and to which 
certain independent existance is credited, is evident in your solution attempt. This concept must serve a 
certain understanding which would balance the procedures within the organic and inorganic nature. I 
must, however reject the experiment because, in my view, the inorganic field's (quantum-theory) is 
already misleading. It is a certain double principle which, in my view, resembles much more than a 
superficial explanation of the primitive and is fundamentally opposed to modem science. However, 
there exists presently a cenain tendency toward a mystical view, which is being publicized in the popu­
lar scientific literature. I do not want to do anything to feed this tendency. 

I spoke to my colleague Weyl about your suggestion that he write the foreword instead of me, and I also 
explained openly my reasons for the rejection. Perhaps this has contributed to his decision not to be 
available to compose the foreword. The reason he gave was that he presently was not fluent in scientific 
endevours. 

Friendly greetings, yours 

A. Einstein 

.. 
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'lBB SOUL OF TBB UIIIVERSB 

De41oate(i 

to 

Proteaaor Jolm Blot BoocUD 

'1'he great th1Dker, b1ator1an, poet, 
and ph1loaopher 

, 
, -
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PRKPAOB 

In days ot ext~ speo1allzat1on 1n aoience t~ 

appearance ot a well-oona1der.d book which bring• together 

many or the facta and ccmceptiaaa ot ditterent branohea ot 

p~sical and biological aeience and diacusaea thea trca a 

unified and ph1loaopb1cal point ot view ia exceed1Dgl.7 

welccme. Very often the specialist immersed 1n h1a own 

field ot research baa a verr l1m1 ted outlook and but 

little interest 1n the broader aspects of science or ot 

ita appUoationa to bnmCt lite and behavior. 

Dr. Guatat str&.berg waa born 1n Sweden and received 

h1a scientific tra1D1ng 1n mathematics, statistic• and celea-
"-

tial me chanica in the admijab~ uni vers1 tie a ot tbat countr;r. 

He como to the Haunt W1laaa Obaervatory ot the Oamagie 

Institution of Washington 1D 1916 and ~ remained upon ita 

otatt since that time, becoming a naturalized citizen ot tbe 

United Statea 1D 1922. At Mount Wilson he familiarized him­

self mth the applications ot p~iea, and espeoial17 ot 

spectrum anal.yaia, to aatron<DJ', and has o~leted and pub-

11abe4 many 1nveatigationa dealing With atatiatioal problema 

relating to the motion a and llDiinoai tiea ot the a tara and the 

structure of the univerae. Be ·writes with tull autbar1ey on 

subjecta having to do with phya1os and pb;yaical astronOIIIJ. 

The aect1ona ot thia book devoted to the biological 

so1enoea hnve been baaed upoa extensive reading and atu4J 

bf the author, •uppl.aented bJ' the advice and or1t1o1aa ot 

ftll•knOWD authorities 1D the t1eld. 'nle7 should repre­

sent an aoaurate statement ot the principal tacta 1D a 

• ··- _;. . 
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branch or knowledge which is developing with extraordinary 

rapidity. 
,. 

The final chapters or Dr. Stromberg'• book dealing I 1 

wi th human behavior an d man's intellectual and spiritual I 
qualities will doubtless be judged i n many different ways 

by differen t readers, and it is quite impossible to expect 

unanimity of opinion on th~se major problems of the human 

r..,.. t. ..... 
ft t '",. 1 

" 
t .t ., ; .. 

' ~' l-race . As a scientist with strong philosophical interests, 

however, the author brings to the discussion of these great { l' r: -

1 /\ I •t 

questions resources of knowledge and understanding and a j •· 
~ (.·.-

simplicity of statement which can hardly fail to arrest I 
I . 

t he attention and stimulate the t hought and imagination / 

of the intelligent reader. 

Walter s. Adame 

~ . 
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'l'B8 SOUL OP THE UNIVERSB 

6P troduo t1cm 

We are starting on a journey or exploration. We 

inten~ to search tor something the existence or which baa 

been vaguel:r suspected by man:r thinkera . We shall aearoh 

for the Soul of the Universe. It ia an amb1t1oua under-

taking, nevertheless most or us hove at some time or other 

been engaged 1n such a search. The searoh baa gone on tram 

the time human being• t1rst began to ask serious ·questions 

about themselves and about ·the Natu::.~e they observe around 

them. They have wondered about the changes they aee 1n 

nature, 1n stars, in inert matter, 1n planta and antmala, 

and in their own bodies. They have tried to study the 

mysteriea of oonsc1owmess itaeU', how the signala trom the 

outside world are transmitted and moditie~ before they appear 

aa sensations, pictures, and ideas in an individual being, 

w~ we act in different ways under similar oond1t1ona, 

whether we are really free to 40 what we want, and what 

are the l1m1 ts ot our knowledge and our powers. The most 

impor tant question asked by man is the meaning or it all, 

and 1n particular the meaning of htnnan life . Am I a piece 

of matter like a stone governed solely by blind and aeem-

1ngl:r cruel foroea, and is it onlf a question or obanoe, 

whether I am happ7 or unhappy, whether I live or ~ie? Ia 

my lite llke a wave in the ocean, which rises and talla and 

disappears an~ 1o replaced by another, or is there an7th1ng 

lett ot rrrt personal! ty after I am dead and tor got ten f Wu I 

onl:r a link between generation• to be discarded aa uaelesa, 

when rq time wu up, or bad '111:1 earthly life a deeper aig-

-- . .. 
~ ... --

"""*" - • --
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niticanoe? It I caused aufterins among rq tellow-..n 

and U I took the 1r property and life to fUrther 'Ill'/ ·ow 

interest or thooe ot 'I1I1 family, no.t1on
1 
or race, wu tbat 

a good or a bad or an indifferent act tram the point ot 

view or etArnity? Is there a higher entity than ..n 1n 

the univorao and how oo.n we find out anything about ita 

existence and relationship to u.? 

Questions like these have been asked by all think­

inB men, o.nd they have searched for the answera 1n Nature , 

within themselves, 1n wise men'• saytngs, end 1n old doou­

mDnts, regarded as inspired 1n aome way or other. Same 

people put their taith in revelations, othera give more 

weight to their own observations, experience, and logical 

reasoning, thAir attitude in this reopeot depending upon 

their temperament, environmAnt, expor1enoe, and early training. 

The study here presented is baaed mainly em tacta 

from phyoico, biology, and phyoiolos y. The facta are well 

known to students, the new things lie in the emp~1s, t~ 

viewpoints, and the interpretations. Even the moat simple 

observation may lead to startling conclusions, 1t the 

analysis of it is carried tar enoU6h. Wrong conoluaiona 

will certainly be drawn 1n many inotancea, but hooeat attempta 

to t1nd sone answers are better than no attempta at all to 

penetrate into the Great Unknown, of which we all are parta. 

No attempt baa been made to trace the h1atorr ot 

the development or the conceptions of the univerae, ot matter, 

of life and of human behavior. Philosophy is almost u old 

aa humanity, am~ the writer baa no 1ntentio~ whatever ot 

g1v1n: a history ot ph1losopbioal thought. jjfbe thoughts 

are tmportpr~ to us, it matter• little if thoy were 
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expressed by a reco~ized authority or not. We must our­

selvoa judge whether we think opinl ona are correct or not, 

we do not willlngq delegate tb1a responsibility to some 

one else. He mar without doubt be more capable or judging 

tho evidence, but we are ao vitall7 interested 1n many ot 

these problema that we want to have something to aay about 

them ourselves. The nature or the problema is such that 

even the bent informed men differ about the proper inter­

pretationsJ sometimes the details conceal the whole, pre­

judice distorts the view, the subjective nature or our per-
o 

ceptiona is forgotten, and rear ,r ridicule prevents exprea- ~ 

sion ot unorthodox thoughts. Sometimes intuition, subcon-

scious thouchta, or inspirations play important part• in 

forming the answers, the personal element is here more pro­

nounced thnn 1n otbor kinds ot study. 

Aa often bappena 1n scientific research, when we 

are lookinG for the answers to certain questions, unexpected 

th1nco appear and answers are found to questions which ori­

ginally we~e outside the field of investiGation. The preaent 

study was firot intended to cover the limited field ot phfsica, 

but the subject matter soomed to have a life of ita own, and 
~ 

it soon extended into many 1\fields or human knowle~e. The / J..r .... t. • 

writer let it grow freely, preserving, however, the lo3lcal 

con~ection between ita parts. 

The writer hope~~ maJ be of Scm! value to those 

people who can think treelJ and without prejudice about tl» 

more important questions that confront mankind todq. It 

mAY even brine renow d hope to many who have felt that 

mater1allat1o science and nationalistic ph111aoph1ea have 
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destroyed the urge and incentive for moral development. 

\ 
I ' 

I am indebted to several people for help and en­
< 

couragement during the preparation of this book. Since 
\ /.l,e...:, 

it contains much biology, and this science ~ outside .. . . 
the field of research in which I am An 3aJ ed , I was enxioua 

to have the biolo~cal statements examined. My friend, 

Mr. William D. Jlumason, waa kind enou~h to go through the 

first draft. Dr. Thomas Hunt l4organ, Professor of Biology 

at the California Institute of Technolo07, kindly offered 

to read the biol ogical part and made several corrections 

in the description of biological facts. Dr. 0. L. Sponsler, 

Professor of Botany at the University of Californi a at 

Los An geles, was kind enough to read the manuscript and 

made a few corrections. In the final rend~ring, however, 

several additions have been inserted after their scrutiny 

was made. 

The manuscript has been submit ted to s everal scientists 

interested in the philosophical implications of modern science. 

I am particularly indebt~d to Profe n,or Albert Einstein for 

his encouragement and constructive criticism, which caused 

me to !more · full;r--;nalyze~ srat •'l'lMR-certain parts, ~to 
~ -- - ,:..___{)'.# ~F. R .Mflt4~ 7; \ ~··' t. lt... .ti~ .... ,£ '•/ Lt, w. w. aJ,. 

Sir Arthur Eddingto~ and rny <»H&agUea-..-DPtt; Walter s . Adams 

and FP•de~d .. ck a • .Sect! n for their interest and encouragement. 

M~ friend Edward F. Ad~ of the Mount Wilson Observatory has 

been kind enough to read the manuscript and has suggested 

eeveral improvements. It is a great pleasure to~~ expre~~ V 

. my appreciation for his help. J 4- • " · , .. ~ lr': t -t;. ..\M. (J ~ 
d.<. {;, ~((. /-! I ,:, ,/ ., 'Jt. • g • ,, ..)~ L k c,( IJ....wt~ 1 f',u r-<- . -A 

,,.. t ~! .:.:_f. J ~ 'U.- .i (J 

--

~Ill 
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Atter the book WU writteD I tOUDd tbat Dr. Jo!m 

Blot' BoocUD, Proteseor of' PbiloaopbT at tbl UD1'Yera11;J ot 

C&lltornia at Loa Angelea, 1n b1a manr 'Yaluable boob ba4 
..,.._.") 

made an historical m2d or1t1oal stu.d7 ot aca1 ot the 
...... .. --- -

problama d1aou.,.e4 beN. (~ wu ~d enougb\to re.d the 

manus~r1pt and auss ated at~ ohan'aea 1D t~atat..nta 
ot fo.~ta.: I am alao !ndebted to Mr. B. de ZirkDf't ot 

Point Laaa and Dr. Karel Bljer of' Prague tor the great 

interest the,- have taken 1n rq work.) 

That these people have corrected some statement• ot 

f'nct or expressed interest and understanding of the 1deu 

expressed does not, of' course, mean that the,- have endorsed 

all rq tbeor1ea and oonolua10Da. For the latter tbe wr1 ter 

is alone responsible. 

' 

Pas adena. C al1torn1a 

Ootobel' 1939 

' . 

-

f:Jt 
" I 

/II 
j:.a.. 
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Dr.Gustaf Stromberg 
~ount ~~lson Observatory 
Pasadena, Cal . 

den lo.Juni 1938 

Sehr geehrter Herr Kollege : 

Ich habe Ihnen schon geschrieben, warum 

ich mich nicht dazu entschliessen kann, ein Vo~1ort zu Ihrem 

Euche zu schreiben . ~ie Unterscheidung zwischen realen ~ingen, 

die einen Prozess durchmac~en und einer Art idealen ?Uhrungs -

Feldes, dem eine Art selbstandiger Existenz zugesc~rieben wird , 

ist in Ihrem Losungsversuch wesentlich. Diese Konze~tion soll 

ja dazu d ienen, ein gewisses Verstandnis der Vorganee in der 

organischen Natur mit solchen in der anorganischen Natur in 

Zusanmenhang zu bringen. Ich muss aber diesen Versuch deshalb 

ablehnen, weil mir die Auffassung schon au: dem anorganischen 

Gebiet {Quanten- Theorie) irreftihrend zu sein sc~eint. Es ist 

eine Art dualisches bE Prinzip, das nach meiner J.:einun~ mehr 

ala eine oberflachliche Aehnlichkeit mit dem animistiscben 

Erklarungsprinzip der Primitiven hat und dem Geiste der mo ­

dernen Haturwissenschaft fundamental widerstreitet. Nun ist in 

-

unserer Zeit ohnehin eine gewisse Tendenz zu mystischen Auffas­

sungen vorhanden , die sich in der zeitgenossischen popular­

wissenschaftlichen Literatur deutlich aussert . I c~ ~ochte nichts 

tun,um dieser Tendenz Nahrung zu geben. 
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Ich sprach ~it ~ollegen fey l tiber Ihre Anregung , 

statt meiner das Vorwort zu sc~re iben , s a gte i hm aber of~en 

die Grande fu r meine Ableh."1Un'S . Viellei. c ~1t hat dies dazu be i ­

getrae.:en, dass e r sich eoenfalls nich t f· : r d i e Abfassun :s eines 

Vorwortes bereit f inden wollte . 3 r gab aber a ls Grund an, dass 

er g egenwa rtig den na tur.vissenschaftl ichen Be strebunt;en zu fern 

s t iinde . 

Freundl i ch griiss t Si ~ 

Ihr 

/1-.~~ -
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THE JoHNS HOPKINS UNIVERSITY 

BALTI MORE, MARYLAND 

P HYSICAL LABORATORY 

Professor Albert E~nstein 
Princeton, New Jersey 

My dear Professor Einstein: 

December 8, 1937 

I hope you do not rund tnat I write to you in behc.lf of 
my pupil Houterma.ns, and I hope you are not astonished that I V'r~te 

this letter in English, but I am in a hurry and I have noboay to 
whom I could dictate a letter in German. 

nouternans v,orked at G6ttiugen "ith me nearly ten years 
ago &nd made a nice dissertation on the ionization of mercury vapor 
by ultraviolet light. Hf then was for severalyears assistant of 
Gustav Hertz, first in Halle and then at Charlottenburg. Gustav 
Hertz was very content "~th him and he published also nice papers on 
atomic physics . On the other hana, he die not make his name an out­
standing one . He is a. real good average phyf>icist ; he is narried , 
and bas a little child. He went first to England o.fter the Gernan 
Hitler reghte ca 1e in power, but declded then to go to Russia , partly 
influenced by his communistic idees. He published there paptrs on 
nuclear physics. Je knows that field since the time that he first 
translated Gamow 1s Jhysics work on that field together with Atkin­
son, and he added also several of his own find new contributions. 

As you l!lBY see by the letters of nis motl.er, wi.ich I enclose 
with tbib letter, he is in great difficulties in Russia. Pauli wrote 
we some time o.go a letter after a visit which he made in h.ussia , bild 
t:poje also of Houte:.·mans. All for tigners are di~missea, and to sev­
eral or most of them it is not allowed to leave the country. Pauli 
mentioned also that the only thing to do is to get an invitation or 
a c~ll for these peol"le , and 'th!!t one hb.s to be ver· careful with 
the letters which one writes . Pauli was very much upset over the 
conditions preva~ling in Fussia, but wished not to let his remarks 
be known since they would make difficuJ.ties for the people r.ho in­
vited u~ to the mteting. 

Now I know, of course, that you will be asked a hundred times 
for help for each three times thtJt I a.:1 asked, and I ~ how depress­
ing tnese lette!·s and cries for help which I get &.re . So I hesito.te 
of course very much to ask you <..nd I think it is the firs... time that 
I do it at all. I do not see any possibility to invite Houte~mans to 
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Professor Ilbert Einstein 
December 8, 1937 
Page 2 

Johns Hopkins. There are no funds available, and I know that my 
hands a r e tied up. I wrote to Mrs. Houtermans telling .her that 
I did not know what to do and thht I asked your advice. I would 
be very grateful if you would let me kno~ with a few lines whether 
you see a way out. I may only add tha t Houtermans is a very agree­
able man. The only difficulty was that he used to be a little too 
Bohemian for a nortn German or English temperament. 

JF:R 

With best regards and best wishes, 

Very sincerely yours, 

J rr .. 
·~~ 

J. Franck 
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DH . E L SA IIO LTEIDIAN!-; 
FO:\"ROLLO' \ ,._CllOOL 

R UIXF.BECI{. XE W rORK 

Lieber Herr Prof , 

Verzeihen Sie einer sehr besorgten Mut t er wenn sie sic 
I 

abermals an Sie wendet • Wie S~ aus beiliegenden Briefen van 
.. 

Pauli's aus Zurich und meiner Schwester ersehen , ist Fritz in 

einer furchtbaren Lage • Er bat seine Stelle verloren und wird 
.. 

mit Frau und 2 kleinen Ki ndern in Russland zuruckgehalten • . 
Ob er das wird , wail er wie gewohnlich sein Maul nic ht hal te 

konnte und seine Gedanken die nicht in der Stalin 1 schen Linie 
' '• 

verlaufen geaussert hat oder ob dasdas Los aller Auslander ist 
I ' 

~ ~ 

in die sem merkwU.rdigen Staate " g»osster Freiheit " wai ss ich 

niCht • Ich weiss nicht einmal , ob Fritz russischer Staats-
• 

burger warden musste als er in die Union ging • ICh habe nie-
' ,, 

mandan hier mit dam ich reden konnte und mic h beraten - ich 
I 

weiss nur dass er me:in einziger Sohn 1st und das s ic h zi t tere , ~ 

Wird er nach Deutschland abge schoben , so bedeutet da s 

Konzentrationslager , s o werrl.e ich mich an sie in meiner .l~ ot 

Raten Sie ach und hel~en Sie bitte wenn Sie k;nnen. Ich weis s 
I r , I 

selbst wie gering seine und maine Hoffnung ist aber maine Angs 
' ,. 

ist zu gross um nicht ein aus~er6tes zu versuchen • 

Bitte fassen Sie diese Zeilen in diesem Sinne auf und ent 

schuldigen Sie mich • Da ich nicht weiss ob Sie noCh ·an J' . 
~ 

Hopkin s sind und ich unbedingt mocht e dass dieser Brief in 
I . 

Ihren Handen 1st bitte ich Sie sebr mir mit ein paar Zei-

" len bestatigen zu wollen ob Sie ihn erhalten h aben • 
I 

Ich bin gut untergekon:nnen und mir geht es bis auf die 
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grosse Sarge um Fritz gut • 

Allen Dank im voraus 

Ihre sehr ergebene 

(_~/t. &4 v(~~ttu6 
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I>H. EJ,S.\ IIOUTEH::'\L\:\"~ 
FO\.ItOI.LOW !-'('11001. 

HUIXEnECJ\, SEW YORR 

Seh r geehrte Frau Dr, 

Main Mann , Prof. Pauli aus Zurich , an den Sie sich viel­

leicht noch erinnern, und icb. waren Mitte Sept , in Mos­

kau bei einer Physik. Konferenz. Dort haben wir Ibren Sohn 

Fritz getroffen , der una bat Ihnen folgende Mitteilungen ,, 
zu machen • Man wirft z. Zt. restlos alJle Ausla.rrler aus der 

Vnion heraus und auch ihm ist seine Stellung gekundigt wor­

den • Er ist nun dabei seine Ausreise zu organisieren und h 

hofft Ende Oktober herauszukommen • Fritz ens Plan ist , 

sobald er drauusen ist sich zuerst nach Kopenhagen zu wende~, 

wo er hofft 1m Rahmen des Bohr' schen institutes einen pro­

visorischen Unterschlupf zu finden Inzwiscben wird mein Mann 

se:in Moglichstes tun bei sinen Freunden etwas fur Fritz zu 

finden • Ausdruckl i cbst lasst ~i e Fritz bitten in Ihren Brie 

fen keinerlei Erwahnung von al1.edem zu machen Ich bi tte Sie 

sich unbedingt an diese Mahnung Ihres Sobnes zu halten , da 

im heutigen Russland fur einen Auslander alles compromit-tie 

rend warden k~ • u.s.w. Gezeicbnet Pauli 

(Wenden ) -- -
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• • • f 

Aus dem Briefe meiner Schwester : 

Ge stern war Frau Prof Stricker bei mir , die Fritz 

am Isten November verlassen hat • Gesundheitlich geht es ihm 

gut abe r er kann absolut keine Ausreis e bekommen obwohl er 

schon in Uoskau war um es durchzusetzen • Es misslang aber 
If 

Pekuniare Sorg en haben sie noch nicht
1 

obgleich er seine Stelle 
• 

verloren hat • Die einzige Moglichkeit ihn heraus zubekommen 

waere ihn v<n Frank oder Einstein - einem sehr p rominenten zu 

einem Konsress anzufordern oder van ihnen irgend einen Ruf an 

irgerd eine Arbeitsstatte in Amerika zu bekommen - Bohr ' s Einla­

dtmg ist als vm einem europaischen Stat_t komnend ebenso wie 
I 

Blacketts Einladung vergebllth gewesen • Alles was aus Europa 

komrrt bleibt wirkungslos ,Kannst du Dich nicht mit Frank inVer 
I 

bindung setzen Fritz lasst ihn bit~ ob er nicht seine letzte 
I 

Arbei t , die er am h nicht heraus bekommt und die eben fertig 
,, 

geworden ist k~KXx urgieren kanoc,Aber bitte mit der grosst 
I I I t 

¥ ~ 

Vorsicht • Seine Nervositaet ist naturlich unter diesen Umstan-

den sehr gross • ICh schreibe mit flugpost schliesse daher 
I 

etc etc Lily 
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10 .rCII I! lilt O<II0-1 

!hi• l• ~ ..ntfy ._. Dr. Allten atMteia 

•• ..,otatecl tea~-' J1Nifte01'8hip 1a t.lae lae,ltv.te 

tor A4Taaoe4Jtvq la O.tob•, 1133~ aa4 that be 11 la 

r•eip' of a a1aJ7 of ta.ooo.oo a 7f/IIZ aa4 le aanre4 . 
a paa \oa of ... 000.00 a 7e&r wh•eTer be N\U.. fha 

aoUYe •* aa& \be.' lD 1113 q Hca8e a nal4cmt of 
. 

hi.DOetoa, .•• • .,..,. ul baa ltes a nal'-' oonUnuoualr_ 

•ba• ._, ..... 

Datil a\ hl••'-• ._ Jgaq 

"'"A HAU FL~XNint 

Dlr .. tol' 

hae the awatb. llaetela ..... till..,...._ 
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A.prtl 12. 1., 

to .a nra Ulat. Ult aUa\ioa la U.l'ftlbl7 uclan\oe>d let • 

aq t.a aanw w J'OV8 of tile elw•1,1l wba\ I ea14 OYII' the \~qboae ~~ •rnbc, 

aaael7, that FOu baTe the obo1N of .J'OV aaa1a$aa\ absolutelJ' ia JOV •• banda 

ud h~ J'0\1 ue perteoU7 tree ~ kka oa IOMODI co baa alre&q ''• 6nm\e4 

a aUp•4 or a OOIIPl•t• ou.\dur, lt rov. plw.ae, aad la the oho1ot ot )'01&1' 

ualaaat 701L baYe \hu OOQlt'- treedea. · tov. ct. aet. aee4 the aona•t. of 

wlah, Ma-s. lall• wtll •-' a to.-1 aoUoe • • .a.t. ~· ptlhoa bl qa.MUoa 

UDderataada hla nla\laehlp ",..._ Ia ~wtou J'IU"'t 7011. aeltotad ..._ 

\ who al10 belt a atlp.a, 6114 u -~ ~· ~ uslet.ut.. 

Pret ..... ~·· oaae le •''•117 ,.,.._,,, aad t.' baa M 'b._lae 

wba~IO flt81' upoll U7tbiaa ,...._ _, wlah to 4e la Ule t..twe. 

I Mall 4r'o p ta to aM ,-vu ae f!e oa u I Me la oi"Cltr M _. nre 

tba\ ~~ al W&\1oa le oQ~~Plet.el7 eleu. 

'-efeaeor Al'b«r\ llaat.eta 
113 "-" ...... , 
P l'laoet•• •• lenv 

Al'alll 

T fll"' alaoer"lT J'OVIt 

"aRAHAM FLEXNEPl 
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THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY 

SCHOOL OF MATHEMATICS 

FINE HALL 

PR INCET O N, N E W J E RSEY 

den ll.April 1937 

Dr.Abraham Flexner 
The Institute for advanced study 
20 Nassau Str. 
Princeton N.J . 

Lieber Herr Flexner: 

~.L~'-

J t.v\,, .. u. 
Durch Herrn Veblen habe ich mundlfch 
p ~ "'"-'.· . 1-

erfahren, dass die Bezahlung fur Herrn Bergmann in ein 

Stipendium fur das 
• t.ll-~~ 

nachste Jahr verwandel .. t werden Boll. 

DaB gleiche erfahre ich auch aus der Traktanten-Liste 
~w~-.:;- r~~ ~ 

fur die Sitzung der Professoren, die am l~.April statt-

finden Boll . 
~~ 

Ich mochte hiezu eine allgemeine Be-

merkung machen. Es ist richtig, daBs ich an sich keinen 

Anspruch darauf habe, einen AssiBtenten nac4 freiem 
c-- '~) ,....-\t •...- o.... • ....._. 
Ermessen zu wahlen, weil bei meiner Anstellung am Institut 

. i-;.~~ t e!U',._j ~ 
auf meine Veranlassung hin Professor W.Mayer am Instjtut 

-~ . J "1'i-y'lb ~ ~\-. \'\.-.. 
eine dauernde Anstellung erhielt unter der VorauBsetzung, 

4 

dass er mit mir arbeiten wtirde ale meine wissenschaftliche 
~~\"7 

Hilfskraft. Diese Zusammenarbeit hat sich aber leider 
~ ('.;. \.r.....:._ 

ohne Verschulden von meiner Seite nicht aufrecht erhalten 

lassen. 
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THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY 

SCHOOL OF MATHEMATICS 
' 

FINE HALL 

PRINCETON, NEW JERSEY 

CR..~ ~~t....~ 
Andererseits bringt es aber der Charakter 

~"~~'-"' toh~ h..~ 
meiner Arbei~ mit sich, dass ich nicht ohne bedauer-

. . o.-1-..e-y<-
lichen Zeitverlust zu oft meinen Mitarbeiter wechseln 

kann. Es ware daher sehr im Interesse meiner For­

schungsarbeit und damit auch im Interesse des Institutes, 
~ 

wenn die Wahl meines Mitarbeiters mir personlich anheim-
vJv. fi~ ~W-h~ -

gestellt wlirde, wie es ja auch bei den andern Kollegen 
~ 

der Fall is t. 
~~ s~~ 

Von dieser Ueberzeugung veranlasst fUhrte ich 
+..u- C-~ 'b.~ 

vor einiger Zeit ein Gesprach mit Ihnen,in dessen Verlauf 
~ 

Sie mir einen eigenen Assistenten zubilligten. Ich kann 

nicht beurteilen, welche Grtinde dazu gefUhrt haben, von 
~ ~,.;s:: 

dieser Linie wieder abzuweichen, eo dass wieder ein -~~ ·- """'........-rk!..\ . ~ ~ t. 
Zustand der Unsicherheit bezuglich meiner wissenschaftlichen 

Arbeit auf langere Sicht herbeigefuhrt wird, den ich auf 
~ 

Grund unseres Gespraches fur li~~nden halten durfte. 

Ich mochte nun Sie, bezw. den Board of 

Trustees des Institutes hiermit ersuchen,mir einen 
(\1-~L~ 

Aisistenten nach eigener Wahl mit einem festgesetzten 
<::; ..... - -- ~"'. 

Ge~ zuzubilligen, damit die notige Stabilitat meiner 
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• I ' . ~---· 

~~.. ~t,'jl).t ............ 

Arbeit gesichert und an sich unnotiger Verlust an 

Zeit und Arbeitskraft vermieden werde. 

-. ~· .. · ····' 

Freundlich grlisst Sie 

Ihr 

•• r J • 
•• f 

,_. 

. - . 
I - • • o~ .' 

·. i ; . . t 

~ ~,.~ ;;, ~ ·'- r r o +-=" "'"'...., 
t . •J-,.. •. ' - ......... ~ ... . .... "j 

il . ' • 

I ... ' .... 

I ... ... ·,r• -. . r ··:r '~: '\ r .. :.l:,- r·:· ~ .. ,; j :'1 ~ .: .. :t 
t ••• ; • • ' ... •• ' . , •·• "l I i ·; ~\ ~· co l f! ;.;·• • 

·. 
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.• . 
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.,.. i t•• < •• 

. : 

.-

rr 

..... - •,; ••• •• ; I 

! ... .... : 

.. 

... . -.. 

[ .. 

·. 

Records of the Office of the Director / Faculty Files / Box 8 / Einstein, Albert, 1935-1944 
From the Shelby White and Leon Levy Archives Center, Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, NJ, USA



Auguat 24, 1~6 

Dear Prof'eaoor Einsteins 

I have your letter., end L!rs. Flex:ner received a letter from 

llro. Einstein. e are delighted tho.t. L!ra. Einstein ie in competent 

banda but eorry that he hao had to spend her c1lllm:er oo urJ.Satiafa.ctorily .• 

I hope that t.'lte good effects ot the treatment a111 be :ce.Jdne th«nselves 

telt and t' at ehe may ha..-e a c~ortable end progressively t;aod winter. 

It 1e plee.oant to kr.o• that your work and your play go on and 

t.bat you are leading an enviable existence. I quite agree with you that 

there are many othcrsfbf whom one would wish equally pleaoant cond1tiono 

but ne,;er in my life has Europe seemed 'to me ao unsettled e.nd so unhappy. 

Our or:n summer han been a very pleasant one. '!h re he a be en 

a severe drou&ht. and. the forest fire• were very destructive., but during 

the last ten days we have bad en abundance of rain end all dcn,cer of fire 

has paoeed and the air io clear of smoke. 

e sball be leav1n~; ovr cemp for New York at the end of' this 

week becauee Eleanor returns on 'the Aquitanla about September 1., and we 

wish to be there to .et her end to have the apartment. in order for her. 

It there io anytblJJg that I can do £or you end UrD. Eiruste1n., please do 

not hesitate to let me know. 

It ~ould be best hereafter to a~dreoo me to 20 ~as~nu Street, 

Princeton_ and l!rc. . Be.iley will always knmr where I mn. 

1th all good wiabee to you, llro. ginstein., end 'arnot, 

Profe eor Albert Einotein 
Glenwood 
Sarar.ac Lake, :ew York 

Ever eincerely. 
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Dear Pro~ee8or Einoto i n a 

~~ we are enjoyin1 our oulet lire 1n the Canadian wood•• 

•• t h ink o~ten o~ you and your wi~e nnd are both anxloua to Jmow how 

Kra. Einstein ie progreesing. ~:on' t you plea~ drop uo a line and 

let us know bow ehe ie and whether you youreel~ are well and able to 

sail your boat T 

r.e ha~ so2e unusually hot weather here earl; in July and 

a1'te r a ~ew days 1 t became cool and has been diatinctly cooler than 

usual tor the last three weeks with he.r :Hy a irop ot rain dur~ the 

entl.re period. 

Je are leadi.Dg a yery quiet 1 ~e, walking 1n the wood a, 

•••in& wood. and sitting in the oun. At night we res.d or Hatem to 

the victrola. I deh it were ,YOur violin. 

Please give our love to Yrs . Einstein, and believe me, 

with ell good wieboo, 

Proteeeor Albert Einetoln 
Glenwood 
Saranac Lako, New York 

AJPs&5B 

EYer oinoere ly, 

~ :& ~ f 
- -~.~ tf' J....£..., ~ ~f( 
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Kr. J. A. Orowlt17 
Ia\ernal let"e~~U lamoe 
P. o. Bo<'a 223 
fr•\on, lewlvefiT 

Dear Slrl 
' 

An ottlelal lo 7auf' oftloe ••lepbo8e4 

•• reoentlr aH1ag lt I m• wbeU:ler 4r JIOt Proteaeor 

Allaer\ Elnateta laade4 a\ ... tol'tt oa hi a .•hl\ to 

t.be tJn1 ted Sta\" earl7 la \he ,.ear, 1133. tJpoa 

l~I'J l lM.I'a \ba' ~fea.ar 'llna\elll 414 no' lallA 

At lew Yoltf 01\1 lN.\ .,., dtreo\q \o OaU.torala Tla 

~~L~ 
!_~THEA S. 

Seoretaq 
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Se pteaber 7, 19~ 

Deer Pro~oeeor E1nete1na 

I he.•e ~·our ver7 kind not.e ot September 4, and I em deli&tlt.ecl that 

the 3\.IIlll"'..e r has been a r.ondertul one for you e.nd you r femlly. I can wb.ol17 

ur.derst.snd yo·tr teelln6 that 1 t h almost wrong to bo ha 11>7 in those unfortunate 

timae, but c.e f' matt. r ot tact lf' thoee who are to!tunato, lib you e.ncl •• laMp 

oureelvo a 1n good ;mye1cal and .ental condition, we rill be much :DOre able to 

assist tho unl'ortUMte than we 110nld otherwise be. Wo have both done aYarythq 

in our power, and I em sure that • shall continue to do eo . I em 01! cour sa 

happy thst your work at your problem 1o progreesing to your eatie~action. 'l'ba 

joy ot your vacation ""ill euroly help JOU in your sciantitic work, end that 1n 

ita turn aaehtc you to help those who are Ullt'ort.unate. 

I have a.lr.ady beard about Barl1ner troa Oourant, 6.Dd I have written 

Berliner inrttine; hia to ca.e to Princeton to Yiait us in tho autum. I do not 

truet ~lt to speak o~ tbe out.rageoue conduct ot the German autbor1t1•• 1n 

these aatt.oro. 'tho llenaeD Gover~ hae ounk to the depths ot tho .. ctl.uft.l 

Your GU&S"G ~tlon about h.aotening the translation is excellent, and I shall 

( write young Or. toeb 1Jrm:ed1ately in order to ttnd out bor. tar the work hae 

progreeeed, an:i you may be certain that I will do everyth in:; in rq power to 

procure -ita publication ln tho United States. 

the Schroedinger matter b a delicate one, which 1 cannot ooaplately 

Ht.tJa wltltout. talking with you and ,our aeeoolat..o a o well as the Prlnoaton 

I wlll t.ab the -.tter up, bowenr, •1t.hout delay wheawe are all 

Sphroedln&or -.de a blunct.r that embarraf' eed both - aDd 

the ble~ituto, but I shall handle the -.tter with tho ut.oat poealble dlecretloa 
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Prof'eesor Einstein 2 

and rlth every desire to do the beet f'or hila as well as f'or ue. 

le too han had a lo"ly s\.II!:UIII8r, end we haTe spoken and thougbt 

of"ten of' you and your f'e:nily. I think you and your f'emUy are wiM to spend 

your 8\.IIIIU:era in A~rlca and thus come to Jcncnr 110re and more intimately what 

America i s , jus t aG Courant has i one. It io a mietpke to epend half' the year 

in .4J:Ser1ca and . alf abroad, f or 1n that way one really doee not l e ern to 

underetand '~rice. .,en I say "underetarut• Amerioe , I mean lte def'octe 

as well as ita :narit.J , and f'orclgnero who mean to epend the rest of' their llYee 

1n t '-11::t country can Jo f'e.r mo re to help remedy the 4e"f'ects if' they th .. eelves 

thoroughly tmder~tand Amer1oan mentality - its bad a s well as its good aides. 

·ath warmeflt and heartiest greetinga and all good wiohe s to 

you, J.trf' . Ei r•.\te in, and your .feaUy, 

Prof'eseor Al~rt Ei ns t ein 
White House 
Old Lyme, Con~cticut 

AF':E'-'B 

Ever s incere ly your friend, 

P . ~ . 
In case you r.rlte to ~chroodinger, 1t wou ld be beot not t o montion the 

fact that you have l'lrit t Pn to me or I have:. "rit t r n to you about '· im. 

I GhP1 1 lea\~ ~ere on the ninth to eo to iaehir~on, nr d I shall be 
in Princeton around the t wentieth or thie month . />. . F. 
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I 
Dr. Hans v . Briesen 
1930 Wilshi ''e Boulevd. 
Los Angeles C~l . 

Sehr geehrt~r T{err : 

Old LYme , Conn. Thi te House 
den h . Septemb~r 193~ 

~us eingesandte l~nuskript stammt von einer 

rerson , delfn Linei c!l t in das ; esen der g;tunr sa tzl i chen Pro ­

bleme der theoretischen Physik nicht auf fer Eohe der ~eit 
steht . En ~iegt den Ausfiihrungen das Vorilrteil zugrunde , dass 

eine Erl'.:lih·mg der physik[;.lisc:1en Phlinomefe auf die J'echanik 

gegrlindet i in mi.iElse . lir wir.sen aber hAufe r1it Sicherheit , dasf' 

die l. echani nur ap:proximu. ti v Ge 1 tung 'heans~ruchen k[..nn. ::>6J'!li t 

hangt es zusamrren , dass die kurzen Antworten, welche der 'ler-

fasser auf dem .lege von Rundfragen erhielt (wegen der ~ne;e der 

.!l'rae;estellunz) wenig Gewi cht heanspruchen konnen. 

' J 

Was aus dem Inbegriff unserer I~rfc.hrung mit einem 

hohen Grad von Sicherheit hervorgeht , das ist, dass Man mit 

einem R<:iU!npunkte nicht eii'en zu ihm gehorigen Geschwinrligkei ts -

Vektor v erbinden darf . Es hangt damit anch das WE:itgehend gesicherte 

Resultat zusa~en , d~ss die Erfahrun~·die Einflihrun~ eines ab­

soluten Z itbe~riffes nicht rechtfertigt . Gegen rl.iese beiden Er -

kenntnisse verstossen alle mechanischen Aether-Theorien. 

Bs i st zw·ar ri chtig, do.ss das 1 i chelPon-Experimcnt 

mit einer Aether- Theorie VP.reinbar ware , welche die Aetherge-

schwindigkei t (Relativgeschwintiigkei t) Uberall sen,crecht zur 
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Oberflache der Kiorper ergahe . Abr>r erstens rti.ir te es so gut uie 

urunorlich sein, eine verniinftir,e Th ,erie zu ersinnen , ·,;elche ein 

solches Verhalten eines Aethers als Konsequenz erp:abe; zweitens hat 

man es aber nicht nur mit 

allein zax±lln sondern mit 

zu tun , von denJn ich als 

und das Fizeau- ExperiMent 

der Erklarung des 1 ichelson-~xperimentes 

der noch anderer fufa.rnentaler Erf<.chrunr,en 

besonders wesentlic~ die Ab~erration 

erwahne . 

Allgemein kann Man ~agen : es iet raglich , ob wir 

jemals ~egriffe werden ersinnen konnen , welch~ sich .der ~rfahrung 

gegeniiber als adaquat erweisen. Heute wissen ~fir, dass fl.er 

Fu.raday-~rumell ' Pche Feldbegriff (angewandt auf das elektrische 
r 

un1 Gravi ta tiomJfelci) den Begri ffen der Newton 1 e chen l echanik 

(rasse , Kraft) in Hinblick auf die ~rfP.ssunfl" cler Ta.tr-achen.uber-

legen ist . :Jeshalb wi rd kein heutiger Theoretike r eine auf I e -. 
chanik ge:.gr·un1e\.e Theorie der Lrrundlc.ren der Physik ernst 

nehmen . 7reilicb restehen auch bereits ernste Zweifel, ob wir 

mit dem Feldbegriff werden auskomren kon~en; j e denfalls ersc~eint 

Riickkehr zu einer mechanischen Bo.sis allS@'eschiossen . 

! it ausgezeichne·~er Rochachtung 

• 

~~'?~~ 

"'!4-.. /I~ . 
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Translation of a letter from Albert Einstein 

Dr. Hans v. Briesen 
1930 Wilshire Boulevard 
Los Angeles, Cal. 

Dear Sir: 1 

Old Lyme, Conn. White Bouse 
September 6, 1935 

The manuscript sent in comes from someone whose insight into 

the essence of the fundamental problems of theoretical physics 

does not come up to the level of our time. There is a prejudice 

at the root of the treatment, namely that an explanation of 

physical phenomena must be grounded on mechanics. But we know 

today with certainty that mechanics can only claim approximate 

validity. It is in this connection that the short answers which 

the writer received by inquiries (on account of the narrowness of 

the questions) can claim little weight. 

What emerges with a high degree of certainty from the 

central conceptions 2 of our experimental results 3 is that a 

point in space may not be linked with a velocity vector belonging 

to it. Connected to this is the generally confirmed result that 

experiment 3 does not justify the introduction of a concept of 

absolute time. All mechanical aether theories violate these two 

pieces of knowledge. 

It is of course correct that the Michelson experiment could 

be reconciled with an aether theory which yielded an aether 

velocity (relative velocity) everywhere perpendicular to the 

surface of bodies. But first of all, it would be virtually 

impossible to come up with a reasonable theory which would yield 
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such a behavior of an aether as a consequence; secondly, it is 

not only a question of the explanation of the Michelson 

experiment alone, but also of that of other findings 3 from among 

which I mention as especially essential, abberation and the 

Fizeau experiment. 

In general one can say: it is questionable whether we will 

ever be able to think up concepts which will prove themselves 

adequate in the face of experimental results. 3 We know today that 

the Faraday-Maxwell field concept (applied to electrical and 

gravitational fields) is superior to the concepts of Newtonian 

mechanics (mass, force) with respect to the grasp of the facts. 

So no contemporary theoretician will take a mechanically grounded 

theory of the foundations of physics seriously. Of course there 

are already serious doubts whether we will be able to come out 

all right with the field concept; in any case, return to a 

mechanical basis seems out of the question. 

Sincerely yours 4 

f and (with) friendly greetings 
Your 

A. Einstein 

1. Lit., very esteemed Sir, a convention in German. 
2. Inbegriff is translated as •central conceptions•. What is 

meant is the theoretical explanation of experimental 
results. 

3. Erfahrung, lit., practical experience. 
4. Lit., With great respect, a convention in German. 

Translation: 
Cary Stickney 
Kent Taylor 
Hans von Briesen Jr. 

St. John's College 
Santa Fe, June, 1985 
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... . .. 

MATTER 

~ followina hypothesis u brousht to your attention 
II betnl probably true. No arpmenu or nplanation.~ of 
le.nsch are. offered u it u bdined that one interested will 
we known facu to determine bU c:ooclusion. 

It it hoped that you will attempt to undcntand the idea 
here presented. If undenundioa it you lind that it does or 
does not fit with known observed facu your opinion wiJJ 
be 2ppreciated. ' · 

The negative results of the Michelson-Morley 
experiment are valid only for an ether moving 
tangerutally to the surface of the earth. The 
ether move! perpendicular to the surface of the 
earth. Deflection of tJ light r•y tiS it P•ssts the 
sun is • positive tltttUJnslrtJtion of• PtrPtntlic.­
lt~rly movi~g tiber. 

The arrangement of the solar system indicates 
an individu.al development of each member 
through the cycle of 1 sun, 2 planet, ) satellite. 
The movement of the system as a whole indicates 
its membership in a similar system. 

The at present accepted explanations of grav­
ity, magnetism and electricity are unsatisfactory. 

HYPO TilES IS 
1 The primordial form from which .matter il 

built up is the ether. 
2 The movement of the ether is the cause of: 

a Gravity 
b Electricity 
c Magnetism 

Haru T. Briesen 
1930 Wilshire Blvd. 
Lot Angeles, Calif. 

DISCUSSION 

1 So-called empty space does not exist. The 
ether combines with another particle or 
forms of itself two fundamental particles of 
opposite char~cter. From these matter is 
built up. The ether in uncombined form 
can move through these particles but is con­
tinuous with them. The cohesion of the 
ether in the particle is greater than that in 
the ether 1\llTounding it. Electrons, protons, 
neutrons, cosmic rayt, are manifestations of 
ether combinations. 

2 The ether moves to where these combina­
tions are taking place and carries along with 
it its concentrates. Condensation of ether is 
taking place where matter is being formed 
and where the ether balance of matter has 
been upset. Matter is being formed in the 
planets and stan. Ether balance in matter 
has been upset in working dynamos, in elec­
tromagnets, in magnets. 
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~ .. ,.. 

HYPO'rnES IS 

tMTTER 

I• THE PAIMOAOlA~ ~RU PROM MUCH MATTD ll BUILT Ufl 

18 TME ETHEA. 

2- THE MOVIMDtT 0,.. THE ETHER IS THE CAU8S: Ol't 

At- Gf'AVlTY. 

DISCUSSION 

II- ELECTRICITY. 

c- ~IINIETISM. 

t- So CA~~ EMPTY &PAC£ DOES NOT EXIST. THE ETHER 

COMDIN£8 '!tiTH ANOTHER PARTICU: 0" ~- 0,.. IT8SU' 
TWO FUNDAMENTAL PARTICL&a OP' oP~OSITE CHARACTCR. 
FROM THEe.: MATTER t9 BUILT UP. :fHE ItTNER IN UHC<N-

8INEO P'OAA WYES TH~OUQH THE COMOINATlON OfP THEBE 

PART I C~ 8UT I a CONT l NUOV8 •I TH THO. • THE COHEBI ;jN 
OfP THE ETHU IN THE: PARTICU:: IS QAEATER THAN THAT 

IN TH!t I:THi!R '!'URAOUt~O I~ IT • EU:CTRON8 t PROTONS t 
NEUTPON3 1 COSMIC ,_.V8 1 ARE MANIP'£8TATION8 OP' ETHER 

Coc.8 I HAT lllH8 • 

2- THE lt'ntER MOVES T_, ._.ER£ TH£8rt COM81NATIONS ARE 

TAKING PLACE AHO CARRIES ALONGI WITH IT ITa CON­
CENTRATU. CoNOENBATlON OfP ETHER 18 TAKING PLACE 

WHERE MATT!tA IS HElNQ ~...-.EO AHO WHERE MATTER HAS 
8&:EN D£PAIVEO OP' ETHER. MATTltR 18 8EIN8 P'O..,ED IN 

THE ,.UNET8 AHO 8TAR8. MATTER HAS 8E&:N OE'PRIV&:O 0" 
ETHER IN WORKINQ DYNAU08, IN E~CT~AAQNET8, IN 

MAQNETB. 

INOICATIONS THAT THI& HVPOT~E818 IS SOUND A"EI 
,._ Q"AY I TY. 

8- EUCTRICIT"'i. 
c- tJ.AQRrfiC PMENOMENA. 
D- 0EI"LECTION 0" ~IQHT ltAV8 AS THEY PAS& THE 8UN. 
E- THE APPARENT DEVELOP~HTAL AND DISINT£8RATION 

CYCLE 0" THE MEM8£R8 0" THE 80~ 8V8TOI. 

HAN a v • 8R I E&&:N 
1930 ~IL8HIAE BLVD. 
loa ANGELES, CAL I I' • 

.~ -.... .. 

..• 
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~. 

J. HYPOTHESIS rrr JOF.KA'1'10lf 0"1 liA'mR r.r 5PA.CK 

If we aa._. that •Uu 11 lllert. •• oan .. .,.. \bat 1n a lab­
orator}' IIOY1DC with auoh •PMCS aa4 41reotton ill the ether to 111.1\ate gra•ltJ. 
an obJeot releaaecl •111 aot uaotl.7 the .... relaU••17 u lt 4oea Oil \he 
ear\h. If the aurtaoe of \he earth 11 ••illl' outward \hr01afrh the ether &114 all 
o'bJeot 11 hel4 abo" 1 t u4 roloaaect. \he aurfaoe of the earth will ••t u. 
~~ 11 lapolllble. fo~ the earth'• IUif&oe ••taa outward 1n all d1reottou. 
wn14 cUilntegrate. 'l'huefore aaiUio that the ethl~ 11 IIOTiDff 1nto the earth. 

!dTUGed ohe!ltf7 &Del phflloa lndioate that the ato111 11 bullt 
•P of a Baale1a &D4 eleotroua in a plaaatar7 IJitss. ilao in tho break!Df 
doW1l of •ttor b7 the IH&tll at our OQ!I!M"d• the lnd1oatlon 11 tb&t eli!Hnt• m1gat 
p0811bl7 lao la:rolcn dowu. into lblple:r el•ata. !'he h7f..otho111 herein prop01ecl 
11 that the eleot:rolll that 1Uke up tho atou of utto~ are pure onera 1D. a oou.. 
oii:Ltrated fona an4 the ether ••lag into the earth la pure energ ln ita 1101t 
elnontal form. !be ether 11 u a atroaa of water, oanylDff •tter with n. 
RIOclUG 1Dg the phODOMn& \bat WO lndeU t&Dd ~ clue to g:raT 1 t)'e lfhil WQQlcl lae 
lnclloated lf tM foro• of g:raTt t7 nre aeuvecl OTe:r a great clllt&noe and lf 
oTor that dlltanae it lhould bo foa4 ln the eel to :reaul t. aot lu u aooele:rat­
ecl 1peecl1 but tn a conatant apeecl. 

!be aol&r IJitft oftua u1 tndloatio!ll that IOM auoh p:rooe .. 11 
takiDC plaoe. .looo:rdlnc to thll ~thulle the sun 11 the JOUZJ8elt planet ln .., 
our aol&r 111t•• 11 1A a 1\qe of toratlOA, hu a t:r••Ddou• illteg:raUon tr011 
tM outllde aaua1nc n to haTe an lnoroa1ecl attraotton. an4 the fo:ree of grsT1 tJ 
of the •= 11 auoh 110:re than tbat of the earth. '1'ha •= 11 probablJ lighter than 
the earth ln .... and 11 probablJ DOW gotz:ac through a 1tage tb&t ou earth hal 
alreaq sou• th:r01J8h. !he euth •• at one t!M a aun. !ba:re waa about thla 
11m aza ea:r~h wh1oh waa ta ~· •ta«e of ou !):reaen' earth. and whloh 11 DOW the 
_,OJle U \hll IOlar IJI'-a adTUGM 1D ttl O)'Olee lt pacluallJ W&l awaDg into 
a uwer ~·t• whloh 11 the 101ar 17•t• of 11h1oh •• are DOW a k&Jt. All •DIIlPl• 
of aa older 1o1ar q1t• with -av plautl a'bout U that haa gone the an• •1 
u4 ttnall.7 IWQDB lllto the 1Dflueaoe of a 7Q'UDglr planet. 11 \hat ot JuPl tor • 
wh1oh baa IOTeral ,_ll•r l'l&netl about 1 t ad whtoh a1 p:robablJ a 1ola:r ayate 
quite oOQU&ble to our on at oDe U••• !!W planet wh1oh Uluatr&hl the lHtglD­
Illnc 11 the 111m. !he plau' wbtoh 111u1tratecl the ooaapletion 11 the earth aD4 
the encl the ~n. .U tiM pal•••• our aolu •Jet• wlll aoo011,pl1ah the aame 
OJOl•• wlll 4r1ft lDto aaotber aolar l)'lt .. &Del wlll there taka lts plaoe aa 
l'apUe:r baa lD our aola:r •Jit-. 

!hil ~potUill thm U811HI there 11 a 8Ud481l 1Dtlu of 111111§ to 
a aente:r, aooozapantecl la7 u••doua raottoa. wttll the butldlng up of p:rlal7 
el ... tll whloh reaction oonttnue1 uttl an intenae ooaoeGtratlon ot ODU87 11 
p:roduoecle at wh.tah tl!M it llOWI 40ft ud cllllnt~ratlOA beg1D.I to take l'laae. 
IJ'lla oonoluaton 11 tbat the:re 11 onl7 one Waa ln the 11111•u••• wblah 11 ae:ra. 
!hll nerQ .antteat1 1 taelf ln l tl prl-.r7 ton. aa the ether, ill 1 t1 JDOit ocm.­
oent:ratecl tom. •• utter. Azl1m&l aD4 plallt life Oil pl&neta il quite ooaararable 

to the Ute of atarobea lD •U•~, ao•thlq of a a&\alJUa agenor 1rh1oh at a 
oertatm 1tage enter1 lDto tbl life of pl&aatl &D4~111tl ln their 4111ntegrat1oa 

'l'htl llight be the aauae of the pbo~aa whioh l•cl to the lan of 
•11 aotton although thta 4t~atea eo. ot the oonolua1ooa aa to wet«ht ot the 
Jlane~a wbloh haTe bMD decluoecl trca tblae tan. ou ahoulcl DOt UltDe that 
n~t 11 proport!OD&l to atuaotlon AD¥ IDOre \hall one aaa ua,.. tbat the weight 
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of u eleo,ro ~·t 11 110re tbaZl the weight of a oorr••L>OD41D« Y0111H of Mtal · 
1IOil M«:l•Uiecl. !'he 81111 11 probablJ tra a pue weight I~.POiD'• tar 1111 
he&YJ th&ll Ule earth. 

lleotrlol \7 u4 !Mgtlltlo toroea sight be dner11ou of thll . 
aueu . of nowtag merg. fhe 4etleoUon ot Ught ~··~ the •= ocna14 
JOII1bl7 be ezplatnecl b7 \hll .oT•ent ot qerg 1Dto the •=-

A OCD.Pl•t•• 4eUoate reobeoldag of p&Y1t7 aA4 1\1 foro• 'CID.du 
TUJlDff oaadUtou would oo!lflm or retute wa hJliOth•ll•• It 11 rq belief 
that CJ'&T1t7 if IDWUJ'ed OYOI' a TII'J g1'Mt dlltanol would O&UII a 001llt&4t l})ee4 
ln talllDc obJeatl and DOt a aooeleratl4 ozae. · 
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Dr . A orh11E:D .Flexn~r 
l~asneta\7an , Vic. r.urks }?e:.lls 
Ontario,Canada 

Lieber Herr Flexner : 

Old Lyme , Conn . den 4 . September 1()35 
·ifh i te Hous e 

Ich t;are sehr froh, YJenn Sie das Dinner fl.ir mich freundlich 
absagten. Annc>June einer solchen Sache ma.cht wehrlos im Fc.lle der 
n~chsten, und - das Geld fur diese gute s~che ist ja schon her­
gegeben •.•. Uebrigens ist es wirklich verdienst~oll, dem Publikum 
ein Gegengewicht zu bieten gegen die vielen verflachenden Darbie­
.tunge n des Kino . 

Lieber Herr Flexner! Die Leute erschrecken schon, wenn 
sie einen Brief von mir erhalten, weil ich imner etwas Unbequemes 
zugunsten anderer erbitte . Auf die hassliche ·Gefahr hin, dass clies 
auch bei 12-l!:Gi: bal -i. e i ntrete , :-'!uss ich doch Ihre gutige Auf:Jerk-

·samkeit auf den guten Arnold Berliner lenken. Diesem habe n nun die 
Nazi die Le i tung seines Lebenswerkes der 11l~aturwissenschaften 11 

weggenommen. Es ware nun doppelt wichtig , dass die lJebersetzung 
seines Werkes durch den jungen Herrn Loeb mqglichst beschleunigt 
~rde. Waren Sie so gutig, sich gelegentlicli tiber den Stand der 
Angelegenheit zu erkundigen? Dies wtirde gewiss helfen. Noch 
·schon·er w~re es, werm ihm Gelegenhe it geboten wurde, sel bst hier­

-b~rz~omm~n_ _l.:ll?-~ mi ~~-llh~lf~A, __ Z.JllD.§;.L. ~.E_ __ d_i_~_ erigJ.t~iC:h~ _$J2._~a9_he zieml ich 
gu't beherrscht. Das Buch ist tats~cblich so' gut, dass mir vor einigen 

I Jahren ein Mediz instudent schrieb, er wisse ~icht, wie er ohne dieses 
;~uch sein Physik-Examen h~tte bestehen konn~ri. _ . · 

In letzter Zeit hatt ich eine eingehende wissenschaftliche 
Korrespandenz mit Schrodinger, die mir wieder aufs Neue seine hohe 
Bedeutung als Forscher gezeigt hat. Er ware meiner Meinung nach 
eine wirkliche Errungenschaft fiir unser Institut. Er schrieb mir 
von der Absicht, einen Ruf nach Graz {Oesterreich) anzunehmen , da 
er in Oxford nur sozusagen aus Courtoi~ie berufen worden sei, ohne 
dass dart fur einen Lehrer der theoretischen Physik ein wirkliches 
Bediirfnis vorgelegen sei. Ich glaube, dass die leitenden M~nner 
der Universit~t Princeton nach offener Besprechung der Sachlage 
nichts gegen eine Berufune Schrodingers an unser Institut einzu­
wenden h~tten trotz seiner Ablehnung der BerUfung an die Universit~t 
Princeton. ~~n k~nn es doch schliesslich einem so iiberragenden 
Forscher nicht ubelnehmen, v,renn er nach einer Position strebt, die 
ihm gestattet, seine Kraft so vollst~ndig als moglich der wis sen­
schaftlichen Arbeit zu ~idmen. 

Die ~erien waren und sind noch fur mich wund ervoll. llan 
schamt sich fast, so glucklich zu sein in einer Zeit , in der 
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so viel Unerfreuliches e:eschieht . Au.ch in ci.er Arbcit machc 
ich Fortschritte wie seit lru1eer Zeit nicht und zwar an 
einer1 r:·oblem , da.s am .r.;nde des letzten Ser·esters ':legen der 
mathematischen Schuieri ~keiten noch fast hoffnungslos aussah . 

' . . 
' 

~erzlich grtisst Sie 

Ihr 

"'\ ' 
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U.r. D. Paul Wueeelman 
Internal Reve~ Agent 
Poet otfioe Bu1ld1ng 
Trenton, New Jersey 

My dear Mr. Uu e.eolmana 

tugust 28, 19~ 

In reply to your inquiry of F.uguot 2~, which has 

just reached me, may I say that Professor ~inatein hao a 

full-ttme life poot 1n the Institute for Advanced Study, 

t pat he 1s a permanent reGid~nt of the United States, that 

~. 
I 
I 

he has puroha&ed a houae in Princeton, and that he has tak8n 

the neoeeaary prelS•Snary steps 1n order to become a citizen 

of the United Stateot Re hae DO intention whatsoever of 

leaving tM Uni1Ad Statee except of course 1n aaee he o"lould 

wish to make a brief visit abroad, and even this 1o, ao he 

has aeoured •, iaprobable. 

It I aan be ot any t'urther servioe to you, I ehould 

be delighted to do eo. Please let me know. 

Sincerely yours, 
,J, f' ~ f\ 1-i ,. , , ... \ t". , • ~! ~:. H 

Dil·eotor 

\ 

lnatitute tor Advanoed Study 

AP'aBSB 
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• . . OFFICE OF 

INTERNAL REVENUE AGENT IN CHARGE 

NEWARK DIVISION 

Institute for Advanced Study 
20 Nassau st . 
Princeton NJ 

Dear Sirs: 

92 

TREASURY DEPARTMENT 

INTERNAL REVENUE SERVICE 

NEWARK, N.J. 

lrenton NJ 8/23/15 

Uill you please advise me whether Dr • .Einstein is returning to 
Princeton this fall, and whnt the terms of his contract are as respects 
the term of his employment? This information is required in respect 
t o his s tatus for tax purposes as a resident or non-resident alien • 

292 

. esp ctfully o~ 

y-1 !&A-( Ji__ 
o. PAUl. MUSSELMAN 
lolernal Re¥enue As .. nt 

Trenton, :.;, J, 

J 
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Jae 19, 19&1 

Prete .... AJ.Mo' U....lll 
PI"S.Daeton. New Jenq 

14¥ clear Proteuor B1Da'-11ll 

I- MD4bc JO)l heNWlth 4gp1S.eatle 

d~lt alS.p, reoelptecl b7 PriDoe\alia But u4 !rut 

CclmpaJV, tor ~1,181. 60• ~ •alU7 tor the IIOIIth ot 

J1D:I8, 19!6. 

• 

EeTHEflt e . .,._!"Y 
Aea1etan\ Seo:retary 

... 
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Pror.uor .llbert ls.i.\eill 
I Lt'-'-7 Plue 
PrS.Meto-. ... Jw.., 

~ d.ar Prot .. eor Eblltetm 

I - ••1141D& J'OU henwith 4uplloa'­

depo~~1t al1p• reoelpted ~ Pr1DMMD Buk aDd Tru' 

c~. tor $1,187.10, 70\11' ••laa7 tor the 1MH1t.h ot 

~. 1938. 

&eTHER 8. BAiLEY 
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Pw-etee•• Albert u. ..... 
I l.DIVJ Plue 
rn..t-. Belir Jenfl7 

f.\' 4Mr Prof'u1or BIMW.nt 

A&IK1 ao, 1eaa 

I • ..... 111 70'1 bentd.Wl tw:p11•te 

Mpoll~ •llp; rwelfM4 "' PriDN'- BaDk m1 '"'' 

c-s,e,., tor t l;llf.IO, ,.,_ ••lai7 tor the~ ol 

~1, .1181. 

E5THEA 8 61\ft.J.!'V 

Mila ... a. .... .,. 
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THE PRE~ll>EXT ~\.:XI> TilE DO~\.RD ( >F )L~~-\GERS OF 

TilE ~IED~\.L ~lEETIXG 
OF 

.\-T ll.-\LF AFTER THREE o"CLOCK 

Jl.\YUOUT H.\\'Di"H TDlE 
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PROGRAMME 

Trio-Andante and Allegro from Opus 2 

Presentation of Certificate of Merit to 
GEORGE S. KELLEY 
New York City, New York 

Presentation of Longsueth Medals to 
EDMOND BRUCE 
Bell Telephone Laboratories 
Red Bank, New Jersev 

HOWARD D. COLMAN 
Rockford, Illinois 

and 
BURT A. PETERSON 
Rockford, lUinois 

PETER DAVEY 
New York Cicy, New York 

KARL B. McEACHRON 
General Electric Company 
P1m6eld, MassachwsetU 

Presentation of Wetherill Medals to 
FRANCIS FERDINAND LUCAS, Hon. Sc. D. 
Bell Telephone Laboratories 
New York City, New York 

ROBERT E. NAUMBURG 
New York City, New York 

WILLIAM HAMIL TON SHORTT 
Exeter, England 

and 
F. HOPE-JONES 
London, England 

JAMES EDMOND SHRADER, Ph.D. 
The Drexel Institute 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 

LOUIS BRYANT TUCKERMAN, Ph. D. 
Bureau of Standards 
Washington, D. C 

HENRY ELLIS WARREN 
Ashland, Massacbusem 

Handel 

PROGRAMME 

Trio-Capriccio 

Presentation of Clark Medal to 
FREDERICK JOSEPH WEST 
Manchester, England 

Presentation of Levy Medal to 
HAROLD L HAZEN, Sc. D. 
Massachusetts Institute of Technoloi)' 
Cambridge, Massachusem 

. . . . Ha:ydn 

Presentation of the Franklin Medal and Certificate of Honorary 
Membership to 

ALBERT EINSTEIN, Ph. D., F.R.S. 
Institute for Advanced Study 
Princeton, New Jersey 

Presentation of the Franklin Medal and Certificate of Honorary 
Membership to 

SIR AMBROSE FLEMING, M. A., D. Sc., Hon. D. Eng., F.R.S. 
Emeritus Professor, University of London 
London, England 

Received by Sir Ronald Lindsay, G. C. M. G. 
His Brittanic Majesty'a Ambassador to the United States 

Trio-Entt'act from "Rosamunde" . . . Schubert 

PAPERS 

"The Thermionic Valve in Scientific Research" 
SIR AMBROSE FLEMING 

Read by the Secretary of The Franklin Institute 

(Subject to be announced) 

DR. ALBERT EINSTEIN 

Stein way Piano used by courtesy of N. STETBoN &. Co. 
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April 8)• 1938 

Dear Proteaaor ~~M'JlL. 

ThaDk rou wry ••h 1D4ee4 tor 70tlr 

beautiful tribute to Jl!oa ~there I U..11 traulate 

1t 11lto EDclhb aD4 88114 l\ tao the Bn Tart rs.... 

tbroutfl 11bieh lt will r•oh, I thlDk • .u_y ot tho.• 

With &11 r.oo4 wl•bM• 

Prote11or Alben EU.teln 
2 L1bl'U'1 Plaoe 
Pl'iMet~ lew Jenq 

AF/IJaE 

ABRAHAM FLE.XNli.R 
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Printed i n The New Yor k Times, llay 4, 1935 

I ll J.IEJlORIAll 
El8lY llOETJlliR 

Professor of Mathematios , G6ttingen. 1916-1933 
Visit~ Professor of Uathematioa, Bryn U&wr College, sinoe 1933 

Died at Bryn Mawr April 1~, 1936 

To the Editor of t he New Yor k Times : 

The efforts of most human beings are oonsuaed in the struggle 

for their da.ll~ bread, but most of thoae who are, either through f'ortuu or 

aame speoial g1tt, relieTed ot this strugr le are largelJ ab1orbed in further 

impro'rlng their worldly lot. Beneath the effort direoted towards the 

aooumulation ot worldly goods lies all too trequent~ tho illu.ion that this 

is tho most substantial and desirable end to be aohiOTedJ but there ia, 

fortunately, a a1nority ocapo:sed of those who reoogniae early in their lives 

that the most boautitul and aatist.y1nt experiences open to human kind are 

not derived trra the outside but are bound up with the development of the 

indiTidual's own feeling, thinking, and aoting. The genuine artists, iu.eati-

gators , and thinlatr• haTe allf8.)"1 been persons of this kind. HoweTer inoon-

spiouou.sly the llf'e · of these iDdhidua.la runs ita eou.rao, nonetholoa~ tho 

fruits of their endeaTora are the most valuable contributions whioh one 

generation oan aake to ita suooesaora. 

llithin the past few day• a distinguished matheatioian, Professor 

~ Noether, tor.merly oonneotod with the University of G8tti~en and for tho 

past two years at Bryn Mawr College, died in her fifty-third y-ear. In tho 

judgm.ent of tho most orapetent UTi~ -.thnatioians, Frlulein Noother wu 

the most aignitioa.nt oreativo JULthematioa.l goniWI thus tar produoed ainoo tho 

higher eduoa.tion of wcaon bopn. In tho real.. of alsobra, in ldUoh tho most 

girted ~~athematioiana haTe boon bu.,- tor oonturiea, she disoOTered mothoda 
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11h1oh ba"t'e proved ot enorBou illlportanoe 1n the denloptent of the present-

day yoUDger generation ot •thematioiana. Pure JIAthematioa is , in ita -.y, 

the poetry of logioal ideas. One aeelca the most general idee.a of operation 

whioh will bring together 1n aimple, logioal, and unified form the lar~et 

pos sible oirole of formal relationahips. In thi s effort towards logiB&l 

beauty spiritual formulae are discovered necessary tor the deeper penetration 

into the la.wa ot nature. 

Born in a Jewiah tali~ distinguished tor the lO"t'e of lea.rn1~, 

- 2 -

Emm;y Noether, who, in spite of the eff orts ot the great Gatt ingen mathematician, 

Hilbert, ne-rer reached the aoad.em.io standing due her 1n her own o~untry, none-

the l ess surrounded herself with a group of s tudents and investigators at 

G8tti~Jf;en, who have already beoCIIle distinguished as teachers and 1mest1gatora. 

Her unselfish, significant work OTer a period ot 1!18JJiY years was rewarded by 

the new rulers of Ge~ with a dismissal, llhioh oost her the means ot main-

taining her ample lifo and the opportunity to carry on her mathematioal 

studies. Far-sighted friends of soienoe in th.1s oountry were t'ortUDately able 

to make suoh arr~ements at Beyn l!awr Colle ge and at Princeton t hat she 

found in America up to the dq of her death not only oolleagues l(ho esteemed 

her fri endship but grateful pupils whose enthusium made her last years the 

happiest and perhaps the most t'ruittul of her entire career. 

Princeton, Hew J e rsey 
May 1, 1935 
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lfaoeh eo, 19311 

... ru.. ~ B1lll'-1a 
! ra...., PS.. 
PrhH'-t s..J...., 

~ cl..r PJ'Oteeeor- IU.M1111 

I m ••Dd!lll rou Wewl\h 4uplloate 

a.po.t\ al~p • . ftoeiJf*. 'bJ' PMIIHMD Baak and !I'Ue' 

t'-C!IIpt,,. • f'ar. #1.18'1.10, 70U1' •alal7. tor the Mn• 
ot Uar'eh, UIB. 

·-

• 

. ' 
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lfaroh 21, 1988 

!0 WB<XJ IT l.!AY CONCm!la 

nu s.. to --'ifF ~t ~ ElM'-lll 

u a preteaaol' ot the X.t1'-ate t• A4'fUMCI Swq at 

a aa.l..u7 ot tu,ooo a 7MI'• am that he noel'ftCI a 

penaMDt appollltaeut to the f'&Olll._. ot tM IDat1wt. 

bect-tn.c OotoMJ' -1, 1983. 

ESTHER S. BAIL.El 

Aa•uM.nt SoorekJT 

• 
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Protesnor Albert 11nstein 
:' Ltbr:u-y Pla.oe 
PrinoAton. nn Jerrtetr 

l~ 4BBr Pro!~,.or D1nste1nt 

J'obn1417 ~a. 1935 

t 3!:l oAndi~ yon hel"O'ld tb 

d~lioate d~oo1t olip , rooelr>ted by Princeton 

1\n.n:: nn.1. Truat 0~, tor $1,187.50, :--our 

oal~ for tho nonth of J'ebrtlll.1"1 1~:.5. 

Yerr trul.3' yours, 

r .... - • . ·. ::.l~ - c..:,''-

A.eBla ttmt Secro tnrJ · 

P.S. 
Your aalar7 !or the )'aal' 19M hu been 

reported to the J'edarN. OoY8l'DI!HIII\t o.e 15,000 
by t.he !renii'O.l"'r o! the tneU tute. 
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r 
I 

PNfeHOI" jl'beriJ U.t.!D 
e L1bru7 PlaN 
~n, HwJene)' 

Y¥ dar 1'1-ot'ell•ar llUtetaa 

I • HD4111C P'1 be1ewltah. 4wp11oate 4.,_tt 

.u,, .... t,w ,.. ~ Balik t. t"Na' o...,.,., fW 

$1187 .so, JOW .alu7 tor 4she wmth ~ .JaDwar, _1818, 

Ver, trull' pw., 

ESTHER 8. BAILEY 

.u.t. .. , ...... ..., 

r' 
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