
Amplissimo et verendissimo domino,

Domino Abrahae Flexner,

qui praeterita accurate recordando

praesentia persapienter ordinando

futura quasi divinitus praesagiendo

Scholae a Studiis Sublimioribus denominatae

ideam concepit, rationem excogitavit,

effigiem demum ad verum perduxit,

cum ii qui in praediCta Schola magiStri munere funguntur

tum ii qui-quod novum atque inusitatum eSt-

pro meritis potius quam pro emeritis habiti
. .
1fi re commuru curam ponunt

grate pieque in decimum decorae vitae decennium

laeta optant et ominantur.

euius rei in teStimonium nomina subscripserunt

Id. Nov. A. D. MDCCCCLVI

Oswald Veblen JaJ183 W. Aluander Erwin Panotaq

E. A. LOlfI Bass1.r Wh1.tney Brn8t lantorovicz,

B. D. Ileritt E.L._ George Kennan

Deane Montgcme1'7 a.tty Goldman - Bc.er 'Tbaapeon

MU'8ton Morse R. Oppenhe1Jller F. J. Dyaon

K. Glide]. AUe Selberg A. Pal..

Barold F. Chern1.ss WaJ.ter W. Stewart C. N. Yang

Arne Beurllng And...... Alleldi

(The names shown aboVe are thoa. of the Facul.ty who s1gned the or1.g1naJ. .croll
aad. are in appraz:1Jlately co~ order.)
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ENCYCLOP.lEDIA BRITANNICA

425 NORTH MICHIGAN AVENUE

Etli'ori4J OtfiUI

Miss Aida L. La Brutte
Secretary to the Director
The Institute Cor Advanced Study
Princeton, New Jersey 08540

Dear Mis 5 La Brutte:

CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 6061'

May 4, 1976

1 have made a photocopy of your photograph of Abraham Flexner,
and r am happy to return your original at this time.

Thank you very much for letting me borrow the photograph and
giving me permission to reproduce it in the 1976 Medical and
Health Annual.

Sincerely yours,

(Mrs. ) Barbara Maher Epstein
Picture Editor
Medical and Health Annual

BME,je
Enclosure
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Aprll 28, 1976

Kn. Barbara Maher EpatdD
Picture Uttor
Iled1cal llQd Bealth ......ual
_,.elopaeMa IrltaJudea
425 ... 1Uc:h1.... A........
Chieaao. U1iDo.1ll 60611

M we _&reed on the t.e1.eplxma today, I _
....1n. alool Dr. n~r'. pbotolRpb fOT your
uae. I a1.cJ enc.l~. the aiped. re.l...e.

Aa t MIlttoned, it i.II t.be oa.ly pbotol%'apll
1.0 our fil.. of .\br.baa nezner. d we WlOuld
..-ry aach appreciate ita pro-pt ntU1l.

Aid. L. La Brutta
Secretary to the Dlrec.tor
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ENCYCLOP.lEDIA BRITANNICA

425 NORTH MICHIGAN AVENUE

20
April
1976

Director, Photo Archives
Institute for Advanced study
Olden Lane
Princeton, New Jersey 08540

Dear Sir:

CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60611

I am gathering illustrations for the first volume or the new Encyclopaedia
Britannica, Inc., publication r~DlCAL AND HEALTH ANNUAL, and I will be grate
ful to you for sending me the f'olloo,,(ing:

a black-and-white photograph of AbrahaJll Flexner (founder of the Insti
tute for Advanced Study and ite firSt director, 19)0--)9) for use with
the article The History of Medical Education.

I will be happy to ~y for the photograph, and I will return it after I have
finished using it. If you wish to telephone, collect, about this request,
my number is ()12) 321-7339.

Our standard release is enclosed. Please sign and return it with the material
you send. If you are unable to fill my request, perhaps you can give me the
name and address of a source than can.

Although I will not begin to prepare illustrations for reproduction until the
end of May, I 'Want to collect as many of them as I can in advance in order to
avoid haring to search anxiously for them at the eleventh hour. I '/fill, there
fore, welcome an early response from. you. Hy deadline is 31 May 1976.

Thank you for giving this request your attention.

Sincerely yours,

(Mrs.) Barbars Maher Epstsin
Picture Editor
Medical and Health Annual

Enclosure
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I
t 1976 Hedlcal and Health Annual: The History of ¥.edlcal Education

I
I

Institute fol" Advn~ed Study
Organi.zat.ion

1b r·:rs. Barbara Maher Epstein

Encyc10pcudia Britannica, 1m.
425 North Michigan AtltIWt'
ClJictJgo, [Uinois 60611

We, the undersigMd., are owners of the copyright or the Tight to ctJpyright in the folwwing pictures
or pidoric.l metter which you and your associaW companies are hereby auiJuJrized to reproduce,
in ul/u:1.JaJer size desired. in your publictuicM.

black-and-white photograph of Abrl1ha.1'J! Flexner (1866-1959), founder of the

Institute for Advanced Study and its first director, 1930--39

CREDIT·__:::C:::o:::u~rt:::e5syU.'~In,:s!;t",i"t"u"t~e~f~o~r--"A"d~v~a:!.n,:c~e",d~S",t~u,=dyl..L'_p,.!:.-'-=.in~c;ce!Ot;:on~.:!..L...'~-.",,-','-- _

(CREDIT WILL BE GIVEN AS SHOWN ABOVE UNLESS CORRECTION IS REQUESTED)

April 28. 1976

Va'"

Witness

,
1

..
,

f
i,
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UNIVERSITY OF OXFORD

F,om 1M DIIECTOI OF POSTCIADUATE

MEDICAL EDUCATION AND TI"ININC

Dr. Carl Kaysen,
The Institute for Advanced Study,
Princetown,
New Jersey 08540
U. S. A.

Dear Dr. Kaysen,

TIIIl MIIDICAL SCIIOOL

43 WOODSTOCIC lOAD

OXFORO

TtkpllDlIt.~

..~

ZZnd March, 1974.

/

I apologise for not having written earlier to
thank you most sincerely for your kind response to my
enquiry about Abraham Flexner. I had heard of the
article in Daedalus the day before your copy of it arrived.
Many thanks for this.

Yours sincerely,

John M. Potter.
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EL.~NOR FL.IOCNDta. "'I'II.INOTON STRI:ET

HORTH"'MPTON MASS 01080

Dec. 7. 1971

Dear' Dr. Kayeen:

I yonder whether you have finished
using the photograph of uq fa thsr I sent you
from which you were going to make a repro for the
Institute. I would appreciate having ~ it back
some time Boon at your oonvenience.

Sincerely,
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__ 15,1971

1b:8. P_l 1AIrt.D.-Ia
1745 A..,.·• ...,. Dr"'.
ArliJIItaD
Vlra1llU 12202

Dear 1Ir••~:

y......lator ....... 7"" alPt l1U
to ...... th1a COPT of tIae pbotoar. of Dr. 'lAmer
tIoat .. U.a.l. to tIae luU...... .... ,'M." to .... 1t to _ ODd U_
J'OU all rt.U. tIM: IuUtute _ _ bq~
of thi. pbotoar. 1. b_I •••

Sf.acere1y yoa.n,

Records of the Office of the Director / General Files / Box 22 / Flexner, Abraham, Obituary and Photo Requests 
From the Shelby White and Leon Levy Archives Center, Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, NJ, USA



\ r

ELUlHOR FLDNU

28 ARLINGTON STillE""

NORTH......PTON. M ...... 01080
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December 9, 1971

Ki.. II••nor rl«KDer
28 Arl1agtoQ Street
Borthe.pton, Ha•••cbw:ettl

1 vel dl.tr...ed to hcaftr •• 1 •• lOla
through our fU.. that the pbotop'.pb you ••nt ua of
your tither had oat beu returned to you, .nd I b..Un
to .eDd it DOW. W. did have aa excellet cop)" (aDd
nla at) .-de, and .hould you have o<:cal!oa to
Deed aootber print, .. 'WOuld be alad to .eDd you ODe.

Th.nk you for your help. ¥ben you .hit the Ioltltute.
you Yilt find Dr. 1'1ez:Der'. picture hanpnl 10 the
Director'. offic.~

Hr., raul Iortall, Jr.
SecreuTY to Dr. bylen
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So'owbor 4, 1970

!fl•• ItuDOr n ...r
28 ArliD&ton St-r-t
.oTt~tonI ....ac:h••u. 01060

I)aar .. nUDer:

Tbaak 10U .et -.ac.b fere JOur IIOte of
Octo~ 20 to Dr • .lay_.. lie appreciated your
taklna the U... and t~ubl. to writ. 1a .pita
of your apra1D8d. back, and be hu ..ked _ to
teU JOG tbat .. U'e perfectly CODtat to hi...
• _saUve -'e of )'OUr rau-r'. pboto .ph,
DOW that we !moe tbe 01'1&1-...1 p-.otoaraFbar 1e
DOt kDowD. I bop-. it vill t" _1~
to JOG to be without tbh copy far • -tdla.

'inear-l,. your_,

ten. ho1 "rtell, .Jr.
Seent.ary to Dr. x..,...
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EI.EANOR Ft..O:NU
211 ARI.lNOTON STR£ET

NORTHAMPTON. MASS. 01080

Dr. Carl Kaysen OCtober 20, 1970
Director, Inst. for Advanced Study
Princeton, N.J. 08540

Dear Dr. Kaysen:

My sister Jean asked me to write you further con
cerning the reproduction of our father's photo
portrait, and I apologize for the delay, due to a
sprained back •••••

We have no negative, and not even the ghost of an
idea of where and when and by whom that picture was
taken I My guess as to date would be in the late
20's after his Oxford Lectures, or perhaps at the
time the Institute was launched. However any good
professional photograhic stUdio can reproduce that
good and large a picture without a negative simply bp
re-pnotographing it. If you are not f..iliar with on.
the Princeton University Press office should bel
Even small outfits do such work, as long as they
are skilled. I had photographs re~duced by this
means, qUite old ones, for books I have written. Once
they make a negative by this process, they can
then, I think, "blow up" the portral t to any size you
wish. It is odd the pioture itself has no indication
on it of what studio took it, and even 4dder that
none of us remember.l

Sincerely yours,
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INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY

PRINCETON, NEW JERSEY

REQUISITION FOR PAYMENT

Date. l.Q".14-.1.Q .

Pay to kl1J_II ~.~ro.1I8 .

Address }C1.~.. !l,l1.t.8'!!~ ~~.!.~~t. •. !\o!;!m,U.~.•.J!mIIp..lI!\ ~.QB.~.Q .

Approved by (Signature) _ Amount S 12.•.7.6 .

To be charged to .t~.Q , , .

In payment of (Itemize)

Expenses incurred by Hr. Strong in connection with giving lAS a
look. at portrait of Abraham Flexner Ybich W88 later returned to him

Check No ..

Extensions Cbkd .

Batch No _ ..

Entered By .
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2.:.2243
RECEIPT FOR INSURED MAIL
DOMESTIC-INTERNATIONAL

~
DD SeD FOR DELIVERY AT

C""'" ... 5_ '""" C-.r,l

'~ J.J.

I AIR $! tf7IPOSTAGE

INSURANCE FEE -tt• •
SPEC. HANDLING •

~ SPECIAL Y.OOMES- DELIVERY
nc

ONLY ~ ADDRESSEE
ONLY •

RETURN RECEIPT -//-(h..pII<>C.......... 1 •
FRAGILE LIQUID PERISHA8LE

PATRON~

OVER r
POSTMASTER
Iy

Records of the Office of the Director / General Files / Box 22 / Flexner, Abraham, Obituary and Photo Requests 
From the Shelby White and Leon Levy Archives Center, Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, NJ, USA



BENJAMIN STRONG

306 RUTGERS STREET

ROCKVILLE. MAR YUND 208S0

301· 424· 1325

October 2nd,1970

The Institute for Advanced Study
Princeton, ew Jersey
08540

Attl ~r. Carl aysen

Dear Sir.

Thank you for viewing the painting of hr. Flemer.

./

Sorry that you could not use the fine portrait.

There was an eroense of 12.76 for the insurance and mal11n~ of the
portrait. If you see your way clear you can reimburse me for the
eroense.

mhanklng you a~aln.

'31ncerely,

1~~~~
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'.pte-bor 24, 1970

lin. hal ~011
174' k'"1 ...." _ ..
uU...ca. 9iq1D1o 12202

'!'hak :rou "1'7 for lq the pbo .ph
of }'OIlX' father. 1 bat. to t1 to t 1. J'O"
about ttd,.,.. but do Jr* blIppeD to 1tDD¥ wbo ... the
pbotop'apbllrf 1 t t f U'ri.q __lala s ftt, ...
that GOUld .. do-. Mtter f~ .....tift. of ooura••

• iDee flIT l ..t let:Ur Prof•••or ..ritt u.
retuned. aDd I u. locat... the IKaat ot J"DUr fat_or
wb1ch ,... li...-a to the IuUtute. • ,,111 be td
it i •• pa~t pIKe iu t.he _111 r ill au DeW

410iq bAll "..1141....

Carl x.a,.••
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,~ '>"'/r.~ ttr· ~- 7"0 -....:.... 19 'f I

tJ~·{Jka- F~ l,
,/IZ,2. 0 \~)

/},( '1 (0 V /() \.

J,/).-(J/t7- /o(.s-

/1<.---<4. f?"'--< -' ~~ (;rN .. ~)

'(L. nyC'~ 2-<._ u....
c~ c/~ 0

~.~~ F

;)r................ T£'-#'-.~ - :;-.... f')~~_~/t.e .....
f£<Y" .r) ta~ f."r7r.';)

.s' 3" " ,,- ')1 </ C
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'epte.bar 11, 1970

Mr.. '.ul LeviUOD
174' ...~ ....,. Drl...
ArUllItcm, 'traitda 12202

Th8nk JOU very aucb for JOUr lett.er of '.pt-.be.r 6.
1 ...lad to learD that there b • lMat of }'Our f tber which
... _et. in t.he '0 '., but at. tba _nl 1 _ not able to find
tu vbeTubout•• Profe••oT Meritt, vbo t. one of JOUr fatber'.
fev ~iDina contelllPOrarl.. , i. b.eat.t thh t.~, nd whaD
be r.ba..... 1 hope. to lura aa.athiq fro. hi•.

.... for the pa1ntiq, 1 _ raturab. it to Hr. Itrona.
MJ OWD f ..tina b that it i •• poor painttn., .ad unt... it 11
an uau.u.aU, aood portrait, 1 would not wlab to k••p it. I ..
abo writin, to Mr. Strona, ...bovu in the attachad lattar,
aDd if JOU .bould .bb to .a. the portrait, 1 _ .ure JOU can
arran.. it wi tb b.iJI.

If you and JOuT Ii. tar vou14 be .,1l1ln, to arranae to
have a cop, ..da of wbat you condelar the MIt picture of your
fatbar 1n JOur po•••••ion or, if you prefer, let m. do .0. 1 would
appreciate it ~ry .ucb. Tbe In.titute viii. of cour•• , bear an,
expen.e that thi. cr•• ta•.

I appreciate wry -.w:b )'OUT kiDd word. about IV' appoint
_nt aDd )'OUT aood. vbbe. for the Iutituta.

5inc.arel, JOur_,

Cart Kay.an
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1.,..- 11, 1'7

1Ir J-- 1'<011I
306 t ItNet
....hUI.. "71_ 20150

Dear .... 1'<011I

Tbe1lIr. JOU -ry _h f • ,oIttaa the '<ouIll. to
let _ ... the paTtr it of 1IIr. rt....T. It .... afpa-r t1,.
.-de .t .. date -.ell ..rUn tu. the t~ at fttu be
......ociet.1! with the I_tltu•• ,ad .. wald prafer

........ npr. t tlOD of 111 at tut tiM. I
"'unoiJIa tho po... 1< par tely. Iloy I ..-.. y""

tho, 1 -Xd he aIed ..Ulbur•• """ f r ...y ..".....
JO\t ..... 1. c~t1oG vida •..uq 1t ban'

I. J••• l __r IAwtUI)II of Ar11D&to • Vlra1D.1a •
• • uahter of the bte Qr. rlaK:DeT. t __ 18 t \lCh
with you ..lIoat the ptet-un. 1 had: written to ber abololt lt,
aDII ,be ... ua.!ol'twletal,. UDa..1. to add to ..tL.t :rots h d
told _. be apr....d .a-a c.ur1.ol1ty bout tbe portrdt,
... I • tad that he co_-fcat. with you cUr.etl,.

TbAI* you ...11l for JnUI' troUt. 1. cbi, _U.r .

• 1DC- rely JOur••

CC 1 •• Paul LevlUOD
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THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY

PIUNCETON', NEW JERSEY 08540

5OI00l. OF HISTOilCAl. STUDIES

August 27. 1970

Memo to the Director

Possibly an early Eisenhower. but

the subject gives me pause.

M.M.
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'.pt.-baT 4, 1970

lU.•••1e.uoT r1.aDaT
28 ArUnat01l St.~t
lfoTt.b.-sJt01l, MII•••emuett. 01060

Du.r ti.. Plmmer:

I vrlt. to you to ••11. about • portrait af
your hthey. Sinca I e_ hera I hi.. nantt.t. the
lack of • portrait aT • poe! pbotaar.pb af your btbe..r,
&Del cord1.D&lY". plMMeI wban 1 w•• approaebed. by
Mr. leaj-.lll Strona of Iockrill. , MarylaDd., who ••id
be bad • portrait vh1eb be wi.bed to ••11. The portrait
.... 4.- in 1.oodo1l by ...0 -.I OppeaheiJoor (ole:)
and .pparently .ueb before the lu.titut. ~. founded.
I vonur if you kDow ,th1aa about tba portra1t, the
clrcu.8taIlC•• t.mder which 1t va. daDa I .nd whether your
tathar thoupt it v... aood repn.entation. Unlort\Ul8te
ly. DO one now at the INititute i. able to be helpful 1n
tMa connectioll.

1 would p'uUy apprecbte 8nytbiq you caD
teU _ about tMa poTtrait or about the po..lbiUty
that there are otber pictur.. of our founder wbicb we
II1pt be able to acquire.

aIDC.rel, JOUr.,
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"-t 28, 1970

Profea~ _j-=f.n SUOD&
306 lat..n 1t:rM:t
1oc:1cY111•• Mary1aud. 2

Prof..aor Strona:

I write to let 70" "- that tha
picture of Dr. nGDU baa arri:..... 1.a pod. eoDd1t101l.
UIlforhaatel,., Dr. Kay... 1__,. at. tJ. t, but
ba .tIl raturu 10 about. • ~ lw ,,111 C. .t_
cat. with you .bout tt. portraJ.t 000 _ be ba.
the opporbmity.

MR. Paul Iert.U. Jr.
Secretary to Dr. by.en

/
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BENJAMIN STRONG

306 RUTGERS STREET

ROCKVILLE •MARYLAND 20850

301 • 424 . /325

August 8th ,1970

Director Carl Kaysen
The Institute for Advanced study
Prlnceton,New Jersey 08540

Dear Sir.

I just returned from a trip abroad and found your letter dated
June 15th. Please forgive me for not writing sooner.

The all painting of Dr.Flexner 1s a beautiful one,done by Oppenheimer
of London,England.

According to a very reliable art gallery 1n New York City all
Oppenheimer portraits are worth over ODe thousand dollars.

I am asking only $400. for this painting,for Princeton University
1s where it belongs,! found out since.

You asked for a photo. FranklY,I would like to send the all portrait
along to you for evaluation etc. No obligation on your part.A photo
cannot do this painting justice.

May I hear from you?

fd~~.~r d 1/

~ r./ <' '7" ~

..

•

'w' (, \

r
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June 15~ 1970

Profe••or Benjamin Strong
306 Rutgers Street
Rockville. Maryland 20850

Dear Professor Strong:

Your letter of June 3rd directed to the
President of Princeton University has been forwarded
to me. It is thi. iutituUon with which Dr. Plazner
was ••sociated. not the Univer.ity; be wa.~ indeed.
its foundiDg Director.

I would appreciate very auc:h having a copy
of the photograph that you mention and ao-e idea
of what you think the picture ia worth.

Sincerely yours.

Carl 1ay••n
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BENJAMIN STRONG

306 RUTGERS STREET

ROCKVILLE, MAR YLAND 20850

301·424·1325

June Jrd.1970

Princeton University
Prlnceton~~ew Jersey

"tt: Office of the President

Dear Sir:

- i V ED

l. ? 197()

FPEfi IO£N1 S OffiCE

I am a. professor of visual Communications at t·.ontgomery Colles;z:e here
in nockvl11e.haryland.

I have inherited a very fine all oortrait of Jr. Abraham Flexner,who I
understand was connected with Princeton University.

This very fine all painting was done by an artist called Oppe~~elmer of
London,England. The canvas size is 16 x 20,beautifully framed 1n a ~old

leaf frame.

Frankly,! have no use for this painting and I want to sell this oortralt
to an or~anlzatlon that can aooreclate the value and use of such a paintln.Q;.

If vou are interested, I can send you H colored ohoto of 'th1s oa1nt1mt.
or still I can send the paintin~ for your examination. no obligation of
course.

~lay I hear from you?

Sincerely,

BS:

,.,.., . ~.
" 1-" (:\v.",- \!,....

Profe sor Benjamin

,/

Records of the Office of the Director / General Files / Box 22 / Flexner, Abraham, Obituary and Photo Requests 
From the Shelby White and Leon Levy Archives Center, Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, NJ, USA



copies filed: Vr. Flexner'd file
Dr. Elnsteiu'a fila
lnst. Hisc. Sz

uecealhU' U 1907

VX8. Dezao SZigeti
50S Park Avenue
Uopuv~ll, ~ir&iDia

Dear lks. Sxigetl:

l~aok you very RUCh for your letter of
.oveabc.r 2~tb. Please accept vue apologlss for
the. delay 1.0 replying, it ..,48 CilUSQU oy sevc.ral
factot"8. oue of wbicd was tholt t.;u~ University
haJ to (ontero the ie-tutr to tue Institute. \f\lien
has nev~r been part of tne a1v~rSllty.

Your informatioo id correct. Jr. Pl~~er ~as

the firrt Dir~':.tr;l[, of the ID8titut~ And the:
negotiatiana und4j:rtak.en to bring Dr . .&!.a.atotla to
the lnat!tute (and this country) wuce ur. Flcxner'a
endeav('t"Il.

Porhaps you woull1 be. interested. in u...vlng a
copy of thu east recent revisloa of t~~ Ins itute' •
.Iasc:riptlve booklet. Oue is ~UClo9W.

Sincerely yours,

J &1let Siii th
Officu oC the Dirc.ctor
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July 5. 1967

t~.a l1argaret F. Willerding
Professor of Mathematics
San Diego State College
San Diego, California 92115

near Miss Willerdin :

In reply to your letter of Juoe 27th,
ve regret to advise that a check of our
filea cliaclo8u tholt we do not have a
portrait of Profes.or Veblen. The School
of ~1athematics is vithout such a portraIt,
.. well, but advises that LIFE PAGAZI E
took soma photographs of Professor Veblen
several years ago. Hay we suggeae that
you write to the Photo Ltbrary of LIFE
at The T1ttl8-L1f~ Build in • Rockefa) ~er
Center. New York, New York ~ .U.

Please accept our apologies for ou~

inability to be helpful and ~ith good
wishes for the success of your project, we
are

Sincerely yours,

Jaoet Smitl1
Office of tbe Vlrector
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San Diiego ,state Oollcge
.:Oan Bicgo, Italifocnia qlllj

June 27, ]967

The Institute of Advanced Study
Princeton University
Princeton, New Jersey

Gentlemen:

1 am wriLing a mathematics text for John Wiley and Sons, Publishers.
At the beginning of each chapter we are using portraits of mathemati
cians who have done work related to the material 1n the chapter where
the portrait appears. I am looking for a portrait of Oswald Vev]en,
who was a professor at the Institute of Advanced Study in ]932. Can
you furnish me either with a picture of Professor Vehlen or tell me
where I can find 8 portrait to use?

Sincerely,
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Novemb~r l~, 19u7

:liS9 :Lary Tu;lO
Picture Editor
tocyclopedia Division
THE WORLD PUBLISHING COMPANY
2231 West llOt Street
Cleveland. Ohio 44102

Dear Hiss ouon:

Your letter of ovember 20th haa been referred to
this office for ['eply.

~lfortun8tcly. the
files of any 80rt.
['ecomuended to you
The a dress is:

Institute raaiutainw 1\0 Pilot.,
TIle best 90U~ce that could ~e

woulJ he ~ide World Photos.

WiJe World PnoLos
Associated Press
50 Rockefeller Plaz~

New Yurk, ew York 10020

Plen»e accept our apologies for our inability to be
of greater help.

Sincerely youn.

Janet Suuen
Office of tile. Uir~ct.or
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November 20, 1967

Institute for Advanced Study
News Office
Princeton, New Jersey

DeliI' Sir:

The World Publishing Company is preparing 8 new encyclopedia
aimed at the high school level. Below is a reauest for
illustrative material we would like to U3e in our publication.
He would appreciate any Assistance you can give us in regard
to this request. Credit lines will be used. Thank you.

51 carely,

r1~ Vl:nJ, 0 r~~
Picture ~ditor

Encyclopedi~ Uivision

WORLD PUBLISHING CO.,2231 w. llOth St., Cleveland, Ohio 44102

Black ann white photograph of Abraham Plexner
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F.bruary 1, 1967

Prof•••or ~rle M. 3eDkta--dhOD con...
Ba.rrhoabura, VirsJ.nl. 22801

Dr. Plaxner ba. baen de.d for
.0. yeu., aod I bave been unable to locate
&Dy coplea of tha tlcle you requ•• t 10
JOUr letter of Jmuuy 18.

Slocerely your.,

Hr•• P.T.lortell, Jr.
Secretary to Dr. lIy.eo
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~fi
MAO(SON COLLEGE

HAJUll.cHBURG....."gINIA 2.2.01
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FILE:

CROSS REFEREllCE

INSnTUTE GENERAL-Flexner. Dr. Abraham

HE: letter from Little, Brown & Co. Publishers asking for
portrait-type photograph of Dr. Flexner for use in
book by Dr. Wilder Penfield about Dr. Alan Gregg of the
Rockefeller Institute. (No copy of any reply)

September 27. 1966

SEE: FORMER MEMBERS----Penfield. Dr. Wilder
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FILE:

RE:

CROSS REFERENCE

INSTITUTE GENERAL---Flexner

folder of correspondence with and about Dr. Richard Courant

LEl'TER DATED:

SEE:

1933---1960

Institute General----Courant. Dr. Richard
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19 lIo_r 196)

llMr iii.. Hubbu'dl

!bank )'0Il for~ letter of 110...- 16t.b •
• do not haft . n.exne.r'a papera here at the

lIlat1tute. I .,ul.d OUi&llot tbat )'0Il >n1.te to
the exacutr1x ot b1I ut.ate, M18a llari. C.
I1cbel.Hr, 4.96 P'aber tn,.ra.n.a Qaurcb, Va.

(Mr•• lIUdor Hobson)
secretor)' to tile Direetor

iii.. RoI"DO Hu_
Un1:""1t7 Station
Box lJ809
tiaton Roup, Lou1al&ll&
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r:

ABRAHAM FLEXNER
522- P"11"TH ......£NUE
NIlW YORK 3., H. Y.

TI:Lll~HONl[

YANDDI.ILT .·0.7..

To my Friends:

Upon returning to New York atter my Summer vacation,
I found myself faced with 8 peculiar situation.

Neither of my two daughters. Jean and Eleanor, now
lives in New York. Jean is married and lives in Arlington,
Virginia. Eleanor has been living in New York and keeping in
touch with me dally. but city-living no longer agrees with her,
and she suftered trom migraine almost daily. She found when
she went to Canada or to the country in the summer that she
was 10 much better health. She has therefore settled in
Northampton. Massachusetts, where she has at hand 8 good
library, in which she is tree to work.

This has lett me without 8 family easily accessible.
Though I shall miss New York where I have many friends and
greatly enjoy the musical and other opportunities, I have de
cided to move to Falls Church where I shall be close to Jean,
and where I also have many friends in the vicinity (Washington,
Arlington). It is a wrench which I should like to avoid, but
after considerable reflection it seems wise to me to make the
move, which I shall do within the next two weeks. I should
like all my friends, to whom I am deeply devoted, to under
stand what I have done and why.

My new address is 496 Faber Drive. Falls Church,
Virginia, beginning November I, 1957.

Abraham Flexner
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November 16, 1963

Miss Rogene Hubbard
University Station
Box 13809
Baton Rouge, La. 70803

The Institute of Advanced Studies
Princeton, New Jerse,y

Gentlemen:

I am a graduate student in Library Science at Louisiana
State University. I am involved in a research project in
one of ~ classes for the Dictionary of American Biograpqy.
My individual for my research is Dr. WBlter Albert Jessup.

In searching through some of the materials on Dr. Jessup
I have noted a reference to an inqpi.ry of Dr. Abraham Flexner,
emeritus director of your organization at the time of hie
death. The reference stated that he planned to vrite a biog
raphy of Dr. Jessup. No doubt materiSJ.s and notes are avail
able in Dr. FJ.exnerls papers. Can you tell me if such papers
exist, and if they do, will I be able to research them for
my study of Dr. Jessup1

I appreciate 3l\Y help that you are able to give me.
Thank you for your trouble.

Sincerely,
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OXFORD UNIVERSITY PRESS, INC.
417 FIFTH "VENUE, NEW YORK 16. N. Y.

TELE'HON E OIlEGON '·'7)00

9 June 1961

Mrs. Ray Jeffers
Office of the Director
The Institute for Adn.nced Study
Princeton, Ne" Jersey

Deor Mrs. Jeffers:

Thank you 80 much for sending us the address of the executriX
for the Abratm.. Flexner estate.

\rIe a.re indeed !lOst gratef'ul for this iD.formatlon.

Yours sincerelyJ

o[C C
lllison Crane
Permissions Depart2ent
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Dear Mr. Baker:

U"e retum1.D& the tor- that you aent to
Dr. n.X1Wr lIho ct:iAd anval 7Mn aco. You. II1gbt
obtain the I>ICUNrT pend__ion by ,.,.1Unc to
the e.Xllcutr1.z ot M. .etate, M1.II Mari. C. E1c:he18er,
496 r_ber Dr1~., r.u. Church, Yirlinia.

S1nc.,..~,

(111..) _. ott
Office of tn. 1rector

Hr. Wi]]'. D. D.ker
State UDiftre1t;y Coll_se at &rfalo
lJOO E:t.lood A me
&rfalo 22, New Ycrl<
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6 _.IS6l

__ rw_1Iltt8rat_ S. _
.-.rs... c. Debel ....., ~ J'Uer Dri...., Palla 0 ct&,
~ 1a tJIe E,MtgLr1z fJ6 n...-r'._.

M1.N All i em 00
_Mtca.~
O&tam u-i_v_, _.
1>17 J'1ftI> _
.... Yon 16, ••Y.
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OXFORD UNIVERSITY PRESS, INC.
417 FIFTH AVENUE. NEW YORK 16. N. Y.

TELEPHONE: OREGON 9·HOO

5 June 1961

Institute of Advanced Studies
Princeton, New Jersey

Dear Sirs:

Some years ago we published Abraham Flexner's Universities:
American. English. Genae...n which is now out of print.

We have recently received & request to reprint from this book,
and, since we no longer claim e.ny rights in the book, we should like
to refer this request to the authorls Estate. The Rockefeller
Foundation has suggested that you might be able to help us in tracing
the Estate. We ehall be most grateful for any assistance you can
give us.

Yours sincerely,

01
(Miss) Allison Crane
Permissions Department
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7_196\

__ tv 70111' 1.~ter ot _
4th. _ tbr _Inl _ the .-pt b<oI
Dr. nGDa"'. wUl tor our ftoorde. I_ "'1II'll1JlI ~tb _ ~ oopie.
of the noe1p\.

llie. 1Iu1.. C. U_l8a'
496Fober Drift
Fill. Cbvob. V1rl1D1&
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h96 Faber Driva
Falls Church, Va.
March 4, 1961

Dr. rlobert J. Oppenhei.m:!r, Director
Institute for Advanced study
Princeton, New Jersey

Dear Dr. Oppenheimer:

Upon receipt of your note of March 1st I got
1n touch with the attorney for Dr. Flexnerls estJite
<a.oout your request for a copy of the Will.

Since neither of us has an extra copy of the
Will and since the estate is now closed and "'lll funds
pud out, Mr. Richards suggested th'l.t I send you a
verbatim st<a.tement of the paragraph covering the
bequest of the gold clock to the Institute. This I
enclose. There is no other bequest or devise to the
Institute mentioned in the Will.

l£r. Richards told me tJlIlt it 1s not customary
in Virgl..nia to send. out copies of the Will to the
institutions and individualS involved, but that if
you would like to have a photostatic copy of Dr.
Flemer's Will you can obtain it by applying to
Thomas B. Chapnan, Jr., Clerk of the Circuit Court,
Fairfax County, Fairfax, Virginia. The cost of 5.l.ch
a copy would be, he thOUght, t2.oo.

Sincerely yours,

~ie C. ~ichelser, EXecutrix,
gstate of Abraham Flexner
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r.:xcerpt from the Will of Abraham Flexner, dated November 0, 1951

THIRD, I give and bequeath to THE 1N,nTur~ ,OR ADVUCED ~TUDY,

in .Princeton, New Jersey, the gold clock bequ8llthed to me by Wrs. FU.ld,

in the hope th3t it w1.ll be used on the desk 01 the Director.
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1_196l

IlNr 1'1.. iabel.....

1ba.k JOu ....,. ImCh tor )'OlD" DOte..
mel tar oead1nI _ tom alock ...iei> u
Dr. nemar'. bequan.

I bali... that, .. Director ot tom
IDOtitote, befbro I return tho tOl'llal
oe:e-lodpoot, I ohoald bo.... or record
the w1ll contain1 • tb1a mr1 other
prodo1ona o.ttoat1aa tho IDOtitute.

'1r7 o1Daeroq,

ftue ftario C. Eichel.or
496 F.ber Dri....
Folio Church, '1raioU
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490 Faber Drive
Falls Church, Va.
February 28, 1961

iJr. Robert Oppenheimer, Director
!nstitute for A.dvanced Stud,y
Princeton, New Jersey

l)ear Dr. Oppenheimer:

Dr. Flexner bequeathed to the Institute
for A.dvanced study a small gold clock 1'lhich he had
received by bequest from lirs. FuM. In his 'i'fill
he expressed the hope that the clock would be used
on the desk of the Director.

I have today shipped the clock by insured
'eg1stered mail. lIIhen it has been received by you
~ll you please sign the enclosed receipt in quadru
')lic::lte, retrlning one copy for your records and
eturning three copies to me?

Sincerely JOurs,

Marie C. &1chelser, Executrix,
Est~te of Abraham Flexner
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VIRGINIA.

IN THE CIRCUIT COUnT F FAIRFAX COUNTY

IN REI ESTATE OF ABlWlAII FL R,
DECEASED

o TE OF DEATHI S.pt..b.r 21, 19~9

RECEIPT

I, the und.raigned. m. Inatltut. for Adv.nc.d Study,

har.by .cknowl.dg. to h.v. r.c.iv.d frc. ri. C. Eich.l ••r,

Ex.cutrix .f the E.t.t. of Abr.h•• FI.xn.r, d.c••••d. the

portion of the ••t.t. due • conal.ting of on. gold clock,

•• • hown by the Fir.t .nd Fin 1 Accounting fil.d in th1•

••tt.r on the ,d y of ~onu.ry. 1 61.

IN TEST~~ ~EREOF, 1 hov. h.r.unto ••t my h.nd

.nd ...1 thio ,day of • 1961.

THE INSTITUTE FOR AOVA CEO STUDY

BY , _

Records of the Office of the Director / General Files / Box 22 / Flexner, Abraham, Obituary and Photo Requests 
From the Shelby White and Leon Levy Archives Center, Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, NJ, USA



19 Feb1"Gar7 1960

I.e 7'>11 r11q1l1l.ted 7llrierd1o:r. I ....din. 7'>11 t.be _.
of th. M1lt.1Dp of t.be FeC11lV _ of t.be _ of !'ne_
of t.be IDOtit... for A_ Btud;r re~rr1nI to Dr. FluDer'.
cleath.

J'eC11lV _t11ll of Ootobel' 7. 19S9.

"Tbe DU'llOtor ref.rred to tbe d..th of A_ J'le__
pe14 tr1lio>te to bi> aabi.-te 111 o'nm.ct1012 willb the f_1111
of oor IDn1_."

'lr11IItee _t11ll of Ootobel' 13. 19$9.

"Tb11 D1reotor hPOi _ tbet the oo-Co1lll fir.t D1reotor
of t.be Inn1tu.te. Dr. U ..._ n-r. bed 41ed 111 Bept :.,.. Tb11
g w. of tb11 Iloar4 ._ tor • _t of .n..... 111 b10 ....,..
_ tho D1reotor .... reo,..ted to ........... aD eppropr1ete Buro11
to 0_ to Dr. 1'1._'. faU;r."

The aaro11 .eat to Dr. lla.KDG'l. da ten... actual.lT a copt' of
ODO IlIl1cb .... prepored lJT th. PaC11lV of the !DOtitute tor
preomteUOI2 to Dr. J'l_ 011 the o_em of b10 D11lotioth
b1rtb4q. I ....olll1l1Dg .OOAl'. It~._ tbet til.
tooo lI1D11tee will be of nob .... to 7'>11 for 7'>llr obl.t1leJ7 of
Dr. J'l_ tor IA.TOIlJl. but~ the .uroll will.

81M1lrolJ' 70111'11.

lin. I/UdIr 8....
B....tarT to th. D1recJtor

Dr. A. I. 11ab~
tJDiftro1lr of P11Dno71ftDi. lIe410el _1
Pb11odelpb1a 4. r-1lIlO71....u
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737 RUGBY ROAD
BRYN MAWR

• PENNSYLVANIA
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BELGIAN AMERICAN EDUCATIONAL FOUNDATION, INC.
UT.....' ....D> ...

THJ: CONN.UION 1'"0'" "'J:LID'" IN .IlLQIUM

Cit...........UIUl'HC

.. , .. I..U'HCTlllH AVIlHUI:

HIlW "0'''' 17, N.".

TU..I:",ONC

NU••U HILL :I......

September 24,1959

Mr.M1not C.Morgan,Jr.
The Institute for Advanced Stu¢f
Princeton, New Jersey

Dear ~:
Thank you for your telegraM

regarding the services for Dr.Abraham
Flexner. I did not plan to attend
and I have written a letter to his
older daughter.

My connection with Dr. Flexner
goes bsck to 1929 when he lectured
in Belgium for this Foundation.

Yours sinoerely,

<I?
PJ>RRIN C. :JALP

President

PCG:M
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HERBERT H. LI!:HMAN

41 EAST 57':.%' STREET

NEW TORK 22. N T

September 24, 1959
SUITE :no..

ELOO""OO !I 1182

Mr. Minot C. Morgan, Jr.
The Inst1tute for Advanced Study
Princeton, New Jersey

My dear Mr. Morgan:

Thank you very much indeed for your

telegram advising me that the funeral services

for Dr. Abraham Flexner w111 be held at the

Un1vers1ty of Lou1sv111e, on September 25th.

I appreciate your notification. I regret, how

ever, that it will not be possible for me to

attend the services.

With best wishes, I am
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Dear lire. Lew1mon and lIue nUDer.

At tbe1r ""et reCClt _tine, tbe Truete.. of tbe Inetitute
bad occu1on to take tor.al Dot. ot the daath ot :TOur tather
loot Septewber. The ainutee of the ...tine read.

Itfbe .-ben ot the Board .tood tor a ...nt ot lilenee
in hie .-01'7. and tile Director .... raq_t.od to prepare
aD .",pJ0p2ute Scroll to .-ad to Dr. naner t • t..u.;,.-

What I .. eend1nc 7011 10 not e ecroll tIlet I he.. pnpered
tor tbi8 tt_t but • cOPT ot one wtL1cb _ prepu"lld, aDd 'IIID1ch
ell of tile FecaltoY of tile Inetitute eillDed, in celebration of
TOur tather'a tU.n.t1eth b1..rtJ:Jd,.Q". It le_ to _ to SaT'tII'8l1
'llbat .- _ to be reputed; end I e..d it in tile hope tIlet
tile _eo for hepp1neee 'Ilbiab it CODW78 were not dieeppo1nt.od.

Verr aine-reI,',

Robert Oppenbeaer

lire. Peul IAwiMon
IIi.. Eleanor nellDlOr
1n8 Arrq Re.,. Dri..
Arlin&toD, Y1r&inie
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MRS. P",UL. UWINSON

nil ",""Iy NAVY D11IVC

""",,-INGTON. VI~INI",
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COPY
DoMESTIC SERVIC~ WES T E R N

INTERNATIONAL SElIVICI

~cluoOI~"'dc.htd; $ Ched:lhecluoof....n.-daInd:
tbM-"IwlJ.lbo ~lhem-p...-l1I~

_t... fu11n.~ l.eJ.ec:am _IIILhofulhal.e
S

U N I ON 120G 10_la
FUU RATE 1l:l£GI/I.H FULL AoO.l£

DAY LUTER E L.£TTt:R nUCItAH

l..NIOHT Lrnl:R W, .., ""_.......LL.. _ ... ,.,...... HIP RAOIOQR.\M

HO.WOS.·CI..OFSvc. PO. OR cell.. Co\SH 110. CHA.OE TO nil:: ACCOUNT or TIME nL.to

S 0 RJ'&CO
""".. ,.14ot..... .. •dtd_ ~,.

Sejlteober 23, 1959

Mrs. PaW. Lewinaon
1718~ Navy Ilrive
Arlington 2, V gl.n1a

TIlE OFFICERB AND TRUS'1'EES OF TIlE INSn'l1JTE APE DEIlPLY GRI.EVED

TO Jtl OF YOUR FATHER'S F

TO YOU AND YOUR SIS

mSttTUTE'S EIIS'tI2ICE IS llJJ: 'ID IlIS BRILLIANT n!l!I'IIlATION.

REVER!: TIll 11Il«lRI OF YOUR DISml0UI8IIED J'ATJIER

lIHOSE PASSIlIG LEAVES IRREPARABI.E VOID.
Sanuel D. Lo1do.dorf
Gl1ll1rman, of Trust.oea
Inst.1tut.. for Advanoed stuc\Y
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TEACHERS INSURANCE AND ANNUITY ASSOCIATION OF AMERICA

COLLEGE RETIREMENT EQUITIES FUND

730 THIRD AVENUE

NEW YORK 11, N. Y.

September 30, 1959

Mr. Robert Oppenh91Joer
Director
The Institute for Advanced Study
Princeton, New Jersey

Re: Contract No. IA-448
Abraham Flexner

Dear Mr. Oppenheimer:

We are very sorry to learn of the death of Dr. F1.exner.

As the sum of the payments already made under this 000

tr~ct exceeds the original accumulation, payments tenninated
with the last monthly payment preceding the death of Abraham
Flaxner. Therefore, the instalment payable September 1, 1959
was the last instalment payable under the contract, and the
contract now has no further va1ue.

So that our records my be complete, will you please
tell us the exact date and place of Dr. F1.axner t 9 death.

If you have any questions, or if we can be of assist
ance in any way, please let us know.

Sincerely yours,

~sWla2r~
oliey Benefits Department
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aant 9/22/'59

!'Irs. Paul Lew1..nson
1716 An1l;'-Navy Driva
Arlington 2, Virginia

The Director and. Faculties of the !natitute for Advanced stud;r wish

to express their deep sympathy to you and to Eleanor and through you

to other members of the family of Dr. Flexner. The death of the

spiritual father of this Institute brings a sense of great loss and

profound grief to us all.

I-
cc:

Robert Oopenheimer for the Faculty

I'1r. Leiaesdorf

T"I COM,.""" WU.L A...aLOAn SUOOUTlOt", ,aOM ITI ."nOH' COHO_INO In ltaVla
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THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY
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Flamer condolences should be sent with WI everything planned. Love.
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sent to:
9/Zl/59

Prof. Veblen in Maine, Dr. Lowe in Holland, Prof. Woodward
in Oxford.

On behalf of Dr. Oppenheimer deeply regret infom you Dr. nemer died
this morning.

Verna Hobson

-
THt COW!,"K' WU.L AP'P.tO"Tt IUOOUTlO"" now. In PAT.OK' COKaaNlNO In n.\lta
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.ent to all Truste... 9/n/59

Deeply regret inform you Abraham Flexner first director of the
Institute for Advanced Stud;;' died this morning.

Robert Oppenheimer
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Dr. Flemer died this morning •. Wiring trustees. 'IWo daughters survive.
Consulting Profe8sor Meritt re wire of condOlence from 1 •• AAtmte
Faculty. but will hold to hear from you.

Dr. Robert Oppenheimer
Salinenhotel
Rheinfelden
near Basle
Switzerland
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Fle:mer daughters:

I1.rs. Paul LEndnaon, In8 !..nay-Navy Drive, ArLington 2, Va.

11iss Eleanor nemer, 28 .l..rl1ngton Street, Nortbhampton, ~ass.
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THE PRUOENTIAL INSURANCE COMPANY OF" AMERICA

HOM£ OPPIC£, N EWA"I'I, NEW .JC"S£T

CARROL M S"''''NI\S
,."IlSIOI:"T

Dear Bob:

September 23, 1959

It was a sad tb.1Dg to receive your telegram.
concerning Abraham Flexner I s death.

Certainly, he was one of America's lUl-time
great men, and a great proportion of his
vork will live on after him.

\11th lIlY best regards,

Sincerely yours,

Dr. Robert Oppenheimer
Director
The Institute for
Advanced study
Princeton, New Jersey
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MONTI!PIORlt HOSPITAL
New York.

October 2, 1956.

Dr. Abraham Flemer
522 Firth Av••
Nelf York, N. Y.

Dear Doctor Plexn.erl

In fUrther elaboration of the letter wlch I wrote to Mr.
wideadart on the occasion of hi. 75th birthday, I can gi.,.., you the following
details. Mr. samuel D. Leidesdort, who was one of the eXecutiTe officers of our
Board of Trustees at the time, called on IIle on ~day mornillg, Dec. 19, 1929, in
accordano'e nth hi. cuatcm, to diacun hospital aNaira. Among other things, be
told me ot the new Bamberger aeTeloJ88itt and sa1d t.hat nYe million dollara would
be made a_U_bIe tor ata8 i.!IIportant beneh.ctlon. Spec1fically, be asked 'tJl:f opin
ion about the desirability of eatablishing a Jewish medical Bchool. I did not he
eltate to tell h1JD that • strictly Jewish medical Bcbool -'8 not as urgent a neces
sity at that time a8 other edueatiODlll projects which might be: more eligible for
considertLtlono This led to my suggestion that he seek you out as an outstanding
educator and leading thinker on the subject of medical education who is univer_l
ly credited with the reMkrkably effective reorganization of medical schOols in the
United states. In his characteristic perceptiveness and philanthropic spirit, Mr.
Leidesdorf agree..~th&t he DlUst talk the whole matter with you. The actual letter
of introduction to his subsequent meeting with you _s placed in his bands by the
late Mr. Fred. M. Stein, who 111&8 beginning his presidency of Montefiore Hospital
at the time.

You ~ Lmagine the pleasure in which I heard shortly after that of your meet
ing with Mr. Leidesdor!, of the idea of the Institute for Ad1'8.nced study which you
placed before him, of the establishment of the SChool and of your appointment as
Director of the enterprise. I ha",e al_36 felt a glow of satisfaction for the part,
howe",er minor, which I played in this dramatio turn of events.

~ meeting With you at lunch this noon _s another pleasant experience in our
long friendship and I hope that you will haTe man;y more happy years in which to en
jo,y the memories of great deeds productively done.

With affectionate regards, I am

Fai th1'ully yours,

(Signed)

J. M. Bluestone, M. D.
Consul tant.
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