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ot s on the Director's Fund.

Administration

Filed in V rtical 11e under "D" tor Direot

FA, (Elsa Jenkins) 3/19/57)
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1933

"'DIB C 0

FOOND S

AYDELOTT , F.

FLEXN 1'l, A.

F1 xn r to l38JI~berger. Au

Admin1etration

Corporation

Biogr-aph ieal

t 1, 1933.

8/1

Aydelott haB ju t been vi81 ting him at M tawan, and
has epent a good d a1 of time goi over the Institute and
ita future With F1exner. "In addition to thia ••• r f e1
that I have in him an lund r tooy' 0 you and s. uld

were rightly anxiou that I procure. Whatev r happens to i

th Institute i8 .at , tor and I are in perfect accord s
to th princIples and Id a1s ieh underlie the enterprise •
••xt,"""•• We agree turth r that it 18 i po alble for him to
.eoure the wider personal aoquiantanee With disti uie d
8 holars an scientists in t is eCllntI'1 an .,,. abroad,
whioh I ac uired duri my 10 years at the oCkereller
Foundation. e the erore proposes to spend hi 8 era abroad
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for t is purpo e for several yeara to 001 • Thus the
In titut will b in poneaaion, of t he kind or experience
whioh mu t be enjoyed y an institution whioh wishes to do

o thi b tt r or h h r than is done ven by the most
famous univer ities in t world."

D, BAMberger, Louis, 1930-1936
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1933

,;DIRECTOR

GENERAL

FI.EX:Nm, A.

EINSTEIN, A.

"To the
Preeident of the United Statee
washington, D. C.

DMr Hr. Pre.1d8ntl

Administration

Public Relatiollll

Biographioal

1l/3

"With genuinll and protound reluctance, I telt ysll1f compelled this afternoon to
explain to your II cretary, Mr. MacIntyre, that Protessor Einstein had come to Princeton
tor tlw purpose ot oarrying on his scientific work in seclusion and that it was absolutely
impossible to make any exception whioh would inevitably brini him into publio notioe.

"You are aware of the tact that there exist. in New York an irrlllponsible group ot
Nade. In addition, if the nevepaper. had aooen to him or if he accepted a single
engagement or invitation that could possiblY become public1 it Wuld be prf,otically
:Impossible tor h1m to r8l1l&in in the poet which he hes aocepted in this IIl.s1l1tute 01" in
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America at all. With hie consent and at hie deeire I have deolined in hie behalf invita­
tionl !rom high officials and from soientific sooieties in whose work he is really
interested.

"I hope that you and your wife will appreciate the fact that in making this e:xpLana­
tion to TOur secretary I do not forget that you are entitled to a degree of consideration
wholly beyond anything that could be claimed or asked by anyone else, but I am convinced
that, unlee. Professor Einatein innex:l.bly adheres to the reg1llle which we have with the
utmoet difficulty e.tablished during the laet two JIMks, hi. position wLll be an mpossible
Ollil.

"With great respect and very deep regret, I 4l1li

Very lIimerely your"

Abraham Flexnem

NOY. 4, 1933, MoIntyre to Flexner thanking h1III for hi' oandor and e:xpressing the
agrHlllent of the Preei&mt with hll position.

FUe rv-3

~ "

-.
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~935
1936

vDI LCTJR

11/12
2/7

Administratlon

, .
AYDhL r, F'.

P

Bl0 leal

The discussions betwe n 1exner an Aydelotte.:m the
proposal to co 1 ter af the ~po ntment of an ssociate
Direotor who wo ld succeed le e evidently oe~an ~ so
t e b t e ov mb I' 1 , 193~, for on tb. t d te, ydelotte
in a 1 tt I' to Fle Indi at t t they d spoken e ly
in th all of a ~lan of yd lo~t' co ng to rinc ton on

un y, 'ovemoe~ 17 for a rew days top 10 k ov I' corr S ondenoe
a a m mOl n a con., cted wlt the early days of the lnstitute.
lie asks if th t is com nient for Fle !leI'.

Mrs. Bailey repllc inee Fl (I' will be away, the
oonfe ene haa bett r b po t~oned until Dec mber.

the
the

Ay otte wrot
m1nut s of th
handling of

Flexner February 7, 1936, aoknowled ing
last me ti and expresslng ap soiation of

point nts.

•, ,

"

"

"

'"
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"I t au ht your own report mo t i rea 1va, a nd it
seo to e oe di y valuabl to have y record in this
way the principles u on ~ ch t~ Institute is bas d and the
ai which hould constantly be kept befor 1t. I e
mys If fro ti e to tl e lo~ke bac over your re orts ~hich

ere de at arl1er meeti 8 and have been eno ously pressed
ith th body of prinoiples built p in the year by year."

He then ask for i utes s.108 fro his files.

F • I-7
'?' .. ,
~i,:~~>

'4 t ',<.":1
'. :'·:'i-\........

·;·r~ -i ~.. ~'

.~ .'!I ..

.. I ' +)
. ... ~ . ~/1·
1. I ..:;;~.

-,
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1935

DIRECTCIt

REPORT

AOu1n1·tration

4/22

10 pap report appended to Kinutes 4/22/35. It is a long hieto17 - notaba
ie taot that Pamer do.. not allude to oonditiOM in Germany when 00 atulatee lAS
on UluetnoUll nature ot thematioal taoultT. (P. 31)

Vol. 2, No. 3

, .

•
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1934 4/6

"D A inietraticn

VEBLl!2l, •• Bie aphical
Mrs. Veblen (~lizabeth •D.) to Flaxner I

Mrll. Veblen thinke their "dishvallhing lad;y" should be coyer d by insurance because
accordin to N. J. Law, 1.A.S is responsible in case ot accident for llI\Y ot its 101ees.
Help on c UlI (Princeton) are coy red b;y gro p insurance--she is not in their lIIIployment,
but pll.id tor by the Institute.

File IV-19
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1936-1944­

~IR eTOR

'AC\lLTY

TRUST

B FITS

lICONOMIC

AYDELOTT , P.

F , A.

Adml atrat on

Acad Ie Peraonne1

CorporatIon

Ao 1111 0 Per rme1

Aoadoll11o otlv1tles

lographleel

r T IN,

VEBLE1, o.

rll\Ao;>,S, II.

•

•

Interlll w wIth • Aydelotte, otob r 16, 1956, 10:)0 a.
PIled In VertIc 1 PIle u r Ay e10tte Interviews.

•

Beatrice Stern Research Files: Topical Card Files: Box 3: Director 
From the Shelby White Leon Levy Archives Center, Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, NJ, USA.



1936

/DIRECTOR

POLICY

Administration

1/27

FLEINER. J...

J'luner to the Board.

Bie hioal

kIn old inatitutions it 18 perhaps WholellOllle that !ran t1me to tjme quite new
penonage. be introduoed as direotor. but in en institution that is being fonned along
definite line. end for definite purpo.es 1t would be \UlfortUll/1te if too early in it.

nerd oareer its llIIneral policy were abruptly ohenged. • Bamberger's solioitude
about the future ha. neftr been &b..nt f rq 1II1nd. I have not hitherto felt that
we han progre••ed to the point where & step of the kind ha reo ended ould be taken.
We haTe I think IIOlf reaohed that point. I _ further JIIOre in .....nti h Y'lar and
while rq health end strenrf;h are unimpared. I oennot olose my IlY'I to the faot that
uaefulne.. lIl&y in the CO\l"" of the next fn Y'lara be grad~ diminhhed. On the
other hand .. it ...s to be the lIish of the Bo&rd that I continue in ., pre.. t post,
it would. in rq nt. be a II1lItake to .eleot & ncce .or .. Ion as the date 0 1ft;!

retiralent is \Uldetera1ned.. Re then s at. the appoin nt of en •• oota director
upon 1Ib1oh he v11l a r ndation in April. The Board approved priT1le ot
Direotor to sugp.t en ..sooiate director &II en annual appointment without suooession to
direotonhip. {Min tell, j/27/36. p. 15)

Vol. 2. No. S
. ;dl'f::';

.~...:.lf "'~"l

'"j}}*
':' ... ~ :, ...'..
"{ ~
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, .......111'1>, .1.

tllP.tt:~

t vi h
P'O'IIP of

t •
t it d1 I11r8t

c1..tr1&n c188Cr1ption of the

p,lIIOI"'.... ot the or uUon aDd 0 • to a q 8ti ,

-The q .tion U"i.... to how urpoee 11 to
a d1ff. eub tI tI oro•• their "1~.tI boundan.

to u, nl'Nrtbe1etl. u t; "" U14 vhll..oh
be or.-m..d in • IObool., leanne the f. 1 .qua~
vi in bouD ria. or to oro.. Ilnlt. vh10h l.d into other tlrri
h ttle n. t ill Ue••••1

11 • l/27/3IJ, p. ).4, Vol. 2, o. S

,
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1936

I DIREOTOR Administration

2/7

Flexner to Aydelotte.

rom the Minutes which I am sendi you herewith of
Aydelotte you will se the form in whioh the As ociate Directorship
went through. "It was impossible to pre ent it without the
element of risk whioh I think i really negligible. I am
going to get the aouity together n xt week and simply ask the
for s u estions. I am not expeoting anything of moment from
them so that I shall ke the nomination practically on my
own responsibility."

FA Confidential Files, Maroh 7, 1957

",

Beatrice Stern Research Files: Topical Card Files: Box 3: Director 
From the Shelby White Leon Levy Archives Center, Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, NJ, USA.



19.3(,

~IR CT

IE '. •

A inis'l;ration

Dio raph1c 1

2/7

AYDELOTT • F.

Flexn r to yo lot •

ro the minut of Truste 1/27/36. "You will It e
th form in W ich the as ociat directorship went through.
It was impos ible to present it without the element of ri k
whioh I t ink. howjver. i8 really n ligible. I am goi
to get th faculty together next we an simply ask them for
uggestions. I am not xpecti anything at the mo.-nt from

them, 80 that I shall make the nomination practically on rrt:f
own responsibility."

I-7
,
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,1'Ol~llonnel

ini t at 0
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Februar,. 9, 1946
/Lo e SUg ested 1n order ot ~reterenoel S1ger1st ot Johns HoPine,

Snap1 ,. of yard an er1tt. ,His order of preterenoe is
inverse .s tar as qualities are oonoer d. He uts Meritt
t ire onl,. beoause he hate to see him lost 1K to onolar8hlp;
ther to:;:oe, hi pretex· nee tor 81 er18t.

ebruarJ 11, 19h6. anorlk,. IU e ts ~orl••

Mer1tt SUR e
under tand what I
might. (M r1tt's

tl Bl
t to
st t

en as t h onl,. on 1s
do With Gr k pigraph,..
n, ebruar,. 12, 1946)

sure wou1
arbilon

rle pap r • 1. • S.-- 1r otorship, tin a, eto. 1946 &: 1947
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1936 1/8

OI"u~Tt'l,n

pucanm, •

o • 10 •

1

.1

'Y • •

to
••

Co 1 tid 11•• , o 7, 19$7
i,
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1937 4/6

0I1 eTOH

A o , .
Admini tration

Bi raphioa

~lexn r to y elotte, April 6, 1937.

Asks 1m to R t to rinc ton an ur
m et1 on pr.119wh, ° t" 0
about tters oonnecte wit th In tltu
not, wever, co e efo'e t et!
posted to d velo"m nts ~n p c'l;
have d1scusse b twa n ourBel~e fro
(A elotte's uoo s ion).

F1le 1-7

ead r the
tl have a talk

, W ioh w1ll
nt to p you
u",j ot loh we

to tl e. II
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1937

~CT

• •

dlllinl trat10n

o 1

10/5

•

F1 :xner to

Bug ollte

File ;.-7

de10tto.

et,>p in

cto er 5. 1937.

foro t 0 ctober ot1n ,.
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1937

/,DJRECTOR

AYDELOT , F.

FLEXNER, A.

10/8

Adlllinis trati on

Biographioal

Flexn r to Aydelotte, October 8, 1937.

Sug~eets that on the dooket are subjects whioh merit a
candid lIql expression of opinion from you which would be
"enlighteni to the Boar and ve17 gratifying to
Mr. B berger." The subjects arel

(1) The d velopment in eoonomics and politics

(2) The r 8 or institutions in t 8 count and Europe
from whioh we have bad workers

(3) Th building

(4) The other subjects from whioh tuture activities may be
se cted fr ti e to time, Without, however, &n1 haste •

.'
..
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"ot oourae, I want you to apeak with ab801ute oandor,
but there is ally no one who oan d1eou II t partioular
problema more oompetently than Tau.·

File I-7

" .
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1939

hI oCTO

PARTICIPATION IN ADMI 1ST 1'10

EIN TEnt, A.

LEN, O.

STE ART, W. W.

FIEXNER,

4/10

A nl tratlon

eademie Personnel

Bl0 aphl0

Date or third Pac lty dinner presumably oelal given by
Elnat in with purpose Flexner ~~.

Stewart Interview, February 6, 1956, p. 2
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% 3l 1939 6/26

vDIR&OT A ini8tr tion

IEXIDi • A.

IDESDO , S. •

Biogra nical

Flexner to Leide dart, June 26, 1939.

"5inoe my conversation with y u d • aass in your
oftice on June 5 I ve not only given very t oughttul
oon ideration to what was said on that occaslon but I have
conferred with my brother 51 on, with several disintere t d
P r ona here in Princetvn, d last Fri ay I la1 the whole
matter betore Mr. John • ardin, aski tor his coun el.
Mr. Hardin's advic coincid d with th t which I had previously
rec bed tro my brother an other. It was to the It'teot that
at the present time I shoul tak no stop whatsoever.

Itr am sendi

D, Leidesdart, 5

a oopy ot thIs note to lI'. Maas ."

el, D., 1930-1935
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1939

I eTO

VE~IEN, o.

FLEXNER, A.

AYDELOT E, 1" •

Admini tration

Biographioal

1/17

Veblen to Aydelotte, July 17.

"I have just reoeived a lett r from ~arle dated the 13th sayi
that he had written to you to urge t t there ahould be no hesitation in
taking the nedes ary teps to make a oh e in the Direotorship of the
Institute thia summer. I should 1 ike to add my voioe to nia.

"A furt r de~ would probab~ not harm me personally more than it
would mo t of the other members of the 'aculty, but I fear that it would do
the Institute as a whole very oonsiderable harm. To allow the pre ent
tense and unoertain ituation to continue is likely to have a bad effect
on morale, to divide the Faoulty into fa£tion , and to oause personal
differences whioh may be hard to heal. All of these d gers wiJ.l be

.
't .1.
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aocentuated by th cireQa tance of
:lbld first time in the n w build!
Director were oho en this summer.

our being brou~ht close together for the
• 'They would be avoided if a new

" ••• (10 t word) adj t ourselves to th new admini tration with a
minimum of doubt and disturbance.

"It is possible that the present Direotor 0 uld suocessfully stand
on is legal side to serve out the year for which he has been formally
elected. Thil, however, il no r ason why the Trustees should not: (1) Meet
to choose their part of a joInt com ttee, (2) Call a meetIng of the
Faculty to choo e its pepre entatives on thl1 committee, (3) To lee t
report of the joint oommittee and leot the new Dlr ctor before Qotob r 1.
The latter it he co not t Ilke formal charge be:fore th :following June
would have many useful thi s to do. This letter Is a:.BJIi not too oonfiden­
tial. You are per:feotly :free to s how it to any of the Trustees or the
:founders 1:f you wish."

This copy is extracted from a very much amended longhand draft.
Part o:f the material whioh 18 cllossed out exprelses a ooncern in Veblen' I
mind about the reaotion of Mr. amberger and s. Fuld to the pleas :for
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delay wh1cil are sure to be made. In this l1ght he 8Uggest8 that 1n 8uch a
case the new D1rector oould be onosen t 1s 8ummer and 0 uld un erstudy
dur1ng the follow1 year. TH1s, however, was e11minated apparently,
although 1t m1 t have been a part of the ourrent letter.

V-6
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1 39 7/20

, A. Bi r

tration

ieal

H\R IN, ORN •

Hardln to Flexner, July , 1939.

"I have been hopeful ot e rin fro you r ubjeft matter
o.f ur c n1' renee before y left to Can da. I teel
afti tiV8 acti n on your part in th directIon '0 di eu ed
suou d not b celaye u til tho fall." is i8 ~ nt to

1 xner at Ma et wan, Ontario, Cana _, an r-o tos to
hi. resl tion.

Jfili (Jor18 pon nee tr m Jallu r , 1947 to Lece er, 1939
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1939

DIRECTOR

VEBIEN. O.

FLEXN' .R • A.

AYDELOTTE, F.

Administration

Biographical

7/23

Veblen from Brooklin. Hancock County, Mai~, to Aydelotte.

They have had a telephone 0 nve lation, and he wri tel to confirm
their understanding. He expre les himself willing to co to New York
for a conferenoe on the Directorship at any time to stay for sev ral dqs
if necess y. "I hope that the result of suoh a conf r nce will be an
early meeting of th Trustees at whioh they would appoint two or three
members of a co ttee to recolllll18nd a new Direotor and oall a meeti of
the Faoulty to 0 oose two or three other members of this oommittee. This
proc dure 1& in accordanoe with the by-law whioh provide for a 00 ittee
without speoifying its membership. The .lJireotor is eleoted yearly, and the
appointment of a committee justified even if the pre ent Direotor s not
yet resigned, by t he general e~~eotation that he will soon retire. If, a
I thought you said, Flexner haqdndioated to you (or to anyone else) an

.~.
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intention of retiring at an e ly date, there 18 all the ore reason for
prompt aotion.

"In any oase, there is no re~ Why the Tru tees should not mw-ktw!
me t 1:IvltxlIa when the Institute is not formally in session, and I should
think t t it is their uty to meet as soon as a reason le number of them
are oonvinoed that there is important ou iness to attend to. An informal
oonferenoe would h ve the effeot of oonvinoi~ them of t s.

"As to a meeti of the Faoulty, most members are within eas,.
reaoh, and two wao have go abroad have lett proxies (With Ein tein, I
believe) in view of the pos ibility of a summer meeti • I think a
representative meeti oould be had on relatively short notioe.

"With regard to the oommitte, I, of oourse, oannot prediot how long
its deliberations would last, but if it i. in existenoe before Ootober 1,
~aud~,,".. the n xt 'J0ade 0 year will b muoh ore
profitable than it would other wise be.IF~he oo~ ittee's report were ready
or aoted upon by the Trustees by t h t date, everythi would be muoh
better both beoau e of the reasons given in my last 1 tter whioh are
powerful ones in view of the behavior of the present Direotor, and beoause
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ot important deoisions whioh have to e made in oonneotion with the new
building."

There i s no videnoe ot • signature in either letter. These are
drafts trom w oh be ha apparently writt nlonghaDi lett rs.

ThtIr ar so notes writt n in pencil in V bl.n's handwriting
on the baok of an envelope postmarked Sw thmore, July 26, 1939, aa
follows I "Hardin a a••n F. Hardin has written him strong l.tp.r. If
no F. -- answer, h. will call m ting of Truatee••••W.dnesday 8~ other
line) between lOth and 15th. II

V-6
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19.39

DIRECTm

FLEXNER,A.

HARDIN, JOHN R.

Administratlon

Blol3raphlc al

7/2$

the
th t
the

Flexner to Hardln, July 29, 19.39.

"I have been del*1 d ln replying to your recent note
because I have been vlsltl Mr. 8lllberger an Mr. Fuld
at Lake Pllol. I am happy to be a e to re ort to you that
they both galned greatly a l ..eII.dy • • b rger 100. ~very
qprllJxWJrJi well, nd h and I had dally walks and long t ks
together. Mrs. Fuld s lnoreased ln strength and a ed a rew
pounds to her welght. Sle sat up ln the evenl until ten or
half past - ometh1 Which she has not done s1 nee ahe broke
her arm. oth or the are in exoellent spirit •

"I lsou.sed wlth both • Bamberger and Mrs. FuLd,
separately a together, the que tion or y retir ent and

nnar in w oh it should be man gad. I remlnde th
last Winter I had wrltt n the C alrman, Mr. H ghton, that

• , ."
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'Ill wa~ approaohi wn n I Wished to be relieved of the
direotorship and that, as aoon as Mra. uld's health
pe tted, I de th SllmI!I oommunication to them. hile
they regret t t the passage of time kea a step of this kind
necessary and inevitable, they wish me to do any'll i which I
myaelf prefer an in t e way I pr fer. There were a few
point on whi h Mr. Bamb rger was ina1atent.

"'You us'll retire in a dignified an eemly way', he
said, '80 that no one can possibly say that you hav
been pushed out. The !niti tive st 00 from you and
not frOlll the oard or tro an,. one lse.'

"H expressed his own pret renee, w teh ooincide with
mine, that as little publicity as pos ible hould be given to
the r t of ~ r tiring and toat the transition should be made
in a way that would be oat helpful to ~ succe aor. As he
is return! to outh Or e ortly atter Labor Day, I
arranged to go own about the a ti e, and we can then
take th nooea ary teps involv d in bri i tbe scat'll re
parts of the Institute to Fuld Hall and attendi to other
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details. HU own pr terence wa that nobody hould be told ot
our 0 sion, but I told him tb4t, inasmuch" I d oon1'erred
with you, I felt that I owed It to you to keep you t1 Inform d
of eve thIng that took place - a vIew bo which, ot oQUrle, he
at onoe acceded. owev r, except • Bamb er, Mrs. Fuld,
yourself, ~selt my wite, nobody Is to know anythi b cause
IneTltably, If the trustees ar In1'ormed 1n advanoe, there
will De d r of Ie an os ip. The b~-Laws rovlde that
'a special co itte shall b oreate to oon Ider th pointm nt
of a ucceslor' in oase ot a vaoanoy in the dlreotorship, and

• Bamborger aw no realon f r departi fro th ord rly
oourse presorlbe for the appolntm nt of a succe aor.

"By re ohance, a I va returni from e Placia, I
t Mr. Percy Straua in Toronto, and we turally t lk d of

the Institute - for an hour. I felt perfeotly ure fr the
trankn l1li and length ot our conversation t t no on baa
a?proached h •

"With all good wilhea an Tery hi regar , ETer sincerely,"

"P. s. I am sendi a copy of this letter to • Bamberg r

.,
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i h th
lIal an;y

requ t that be correct if on a point I have "
1 that do not col~olde with hill own un erlltandlng.

Jl'!H Corr spond nce fro Janu , 1937 to Deoe er, 1939

• •
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1939 8/2

.CT R Ad ini. tr ti n

R, h. Bfo ra hioal

, Ji) R.

LEIDE DORF, S. D.

ardln to i esdor, u st 2, 1939.

"I h e lettel' fro Dr. lexn r .., ieh cont s in
~ view th t Is retlr ent ..,111 c e abo' t in the not too
dIstant ruture without unh p Y 00 e u nces to the I titute
or any or its statf', an: without isagreea 1 publicity. I
deeply reel tlwt an hasty action no would b ill-a vised
and ight bri rie!' to the !'ounders, otherwise avoIdable.
Haate is not as import t as an aS8ured future.

"You Y sho this letter to Mr. Maass, oth rwi e, It
should b , f'or the present, subjeot to the conditions ot
oontidenoe whioh you have imposed upon m ."

JRH Co 1 spon ence fro Janu r,y, 1931 to eoemb r, 19

,
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19:-9

~ CTu

EmX , A.

ADtHId t tion

Dio,r ph cal

fJ/Z

lARD I i, .J 1m n.

H r in to lexnor, l u u t 2, 1939.

"Your lett I' of th 29th ult. i at htt • It 1&
rather cryptio as to th real nature of y ur plan , an I
oannot but feel t.hat it wo ld ve beon b tter to ~ave

e.nticip to, pOEslble untriendly a~tioll by pursul the 00 ree
I outlln in our 1 tint rvlew. I w uld not bo at all
Burpri at a d velopm nt of so e unpl asant pUblicity in
advanco of your ~n a nounce nt or purpos •

"With high r Bard, I am,

"Yours V'3ry truly"

C rrespon "'ce f. om Jury, 1937 to D c rob r, 19Z9

,
I ~.'
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CT R

, .
IN, J01. •

Adminis t:rat1 11

Bio r me I

1 :xn r to r in,

i avow intention to eery tio. te H ughton
on the same d h wrote to ar 1n an n reel ore and
JIlO!'e t t I II ould like n t e autmun t the ctober
eetin to ounce m::y' retire at an to a k the oard to

set oout chooai a suoc aaor.'" It waa an cei nt th t
did not inclu e it in hia 1 tter to ar in.

He 80e8 on to say that h is indirferent as to when h
r tires. I am Willing to r tire now ~ or a8 of Sept r lat
or October 1st or, as I said to r. doughton, at the meet1
on Octo er 9, "and wheneT r the date aas be s ttled I an 11
noti!'y th Trusteea, .s you and I agreed. As rumor h ve
apparently reached you ieh have not reaohed me, I ahall be
1ndebted to you, aa I know ~. amberger Will, it you will give me
yo r jud ent aa to the date UDon w~ioh r tir ment 8 all t e
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p1 c •
an 80

I rall then co
no no it.

unicate th raot to erger

"I ba
teell a;
prore or

tlO
(2) to
of the

e ires I (1) to
stop any po s1 b
In t1 tl teo n

8 av ~1r. Bamberger IS
dissension among the

JRH Correspondenoe fr Januarr. 1937 to December, 1939

Beatrice Stern Research Files: Topical Card Files: Box 3: Director 
From the Shelby White Leon Levy Archives Center, Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, NJ, USA.



1939

DIRECTO

8 9

Administration

FIE Bio ra hi 1

s indio tEl an true t that
ounoed w1thout ear11 r

I r gr t ha t I am not tree
I oannot do Without

HA DI • JOHN R.

B 0 'R. LOUIS

Hal~in to Ba e1'ger, Aug t 9. 1939.

"I have had some correspond nee, as you know,
with Dr. Fl xner ooncer ng the matter or his re ignction
as Dir etor or the Institute." I have re~lie to him.
enol his 1 t letter dat d August 7. I alao enolose ~
oopy of ~ reply.

"I gratiti d at the pro
the Doetor'. int ntion y b
publ1eity from any other souroe.
to talk to • L ide dort. whioh
Dr. lexner's authority."

Hardin to lexner. August 9. 1939.

)
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ttl teel that your decl 10n to retire wlthout indefinlte
Ual: delay 18 1oI1se. It hlnk a rather prompt announcem nt
desirable that you 1011 1 present your re 1 tlon to the Tru t.es
at their meetl on October 9th. otfectlve 1 edlately. I
woul incorpor te In th resl tlon an expr 8s10n ot a
1011111 nes on yo r part. pend! the selectlon of a
succe sort to cooperate wlth th Tru tees as reque ted.

"It you
your letter.

Issen810n
r allzed."

act promptly I think th oeslr 8 expr 8sed In
to s ve • amberg r ' 8 te 11nrs and to top
o tho prote sors ot the I~tltute. would be

JRR Corre p ndance tro Janu

• " ':( I

• 1937 to December. 1939
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1939

DI CTOR

FIE , A.

HA IN. JOHN R.

BAMBE GR. LOUIS

Bamberger to Hardin, Au

8/11

Admin1s tra ion

Biographica 1

t 11, 1939.

NTh!. 1. to aoknowled e the r ceipt o~ your letter 01
A • 9th, enclo ing oopies o~ Dr. 1 xner's letter or Aug. 7th
and your reply. tor which please aooept thankB. y :t'eeling i.
that th1. entir matter will be traightened out to the
satisfaotion of all conoerned.

"Mrs. Fuld joins e with kind greeti a."

JRH Correapondanoe from January, 1937 to Deoember, 1939
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1939

FIEJIN • A.

HAIlDIN. JOHN •

8/12

Administrat10n

BAMBE GER. LOUIS

Flxn to Hardin August 12. 1939.

til take th1B mean to 1.n.form you that I snall. t the
m etl of the Board to be held Ootober 9. ask to be 11eved
ot M7 duti • as Direotor of the lnatltut. ffeetlve as ot
that date.

"I need not say that 1f. pend1 the seleotion ot a
successor. there is anyth1n~ I can do for the inst1tute. I
hall b glad to comply with the wishes of the Trustees.

"It 18 the des1r of Mr. Bamberger and • Fuld thllt no
publIcity e g1ven at th1s t1m.e to lr!'1 1lI1m1nent r tirement.

"For your cooperatIon In the upbuild1 of the In tituve
you hs. v trrf h artiest thanks and deepest ap eclation.
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Fle r aceompanie th111 with a per onal let r
whioh 1s not any more personal than the fo 1 notification,
except that he lIends s b lit willhell w&rmellt r ti s.

JRH Corr IIpond nee trom Janu zy, 1937 to Deoember, 1939
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1939

"'b:lRECTO

FLEXNl , •

8/14

Adm1n1s tratl on

Bio~'1l hie

Dl , JO •

Hard1n to Flexner, Augu t 14, 1939.

!l will aelmow1edg your two letters of US t 12th,
both of which I am pleased to h ve."

JR Correspon once troa Janu r y, 1937 to D ce r, 1939
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1939

Ad inistration
Bio ra' aal

Corre po ce on the ~tewart- 1exner ide of
th retir nent of lexn r a the uoce88ion of Aydelotte.

Filed in Vertical fIle un or D, Vlreoter.

S File, rAS Oen ral, 1939-42

8/17
8/25
8/28
8/28
8/30
8/.39
8/30
9/11 (1 36)
9/22
iA 10/4
10/5
lC/:L4.
10/17

.'
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19.39

In"11t","m.Tn. A•

a 1

1

/

.mf!l~ r

• •

•

( '.,. '''''I
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1939

/Dr CTO

ST ART, w. •

Admln1atratlon

io rapbical

9/11
9/22

R. W. •

..... "......J;o,', A.

Stewart to F1exn r. 9/11/39.

Rief1 r bas co itte himaelf to Faculty to conaultation
as director successor.

Ann lexner to • W. • an iefler.

Flexn r' doctor foars consequenc 0 his int rvlewi
faculty mbers re ardi ucces8ion. She ask t em to 1 su
him•

• 1939-1942
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1939

jDmECTCR

FLEXNER, A.

HOUGHTON, A.

Flexner's last~eech and resignation.

Houghton's appreciation and acceptance.

Administration

Biography

10/9

Vol. 3, No. 10, P. Minutes lU/9/39
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1939

ftI EO OR dminist ti n

10/14

S RAU , P ReI Biographical

A. B. L. to tewart.

Straus rais d que tion a to whether a you er
not be de direotor.

S, 1939-1942

n should
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1939

\I II hCTOR

FL WER, A.

AYDELOTTE, F.

VEBIEN, O.

10/16
to

11/16

Admin1 tration

Biographical

October 16, 'F'lexner to Dr. and • Frank Ay elotte, a telegram,
"Heartiest co ratulationa and be t wlshe. I am extremely ha py. 'May
the Lord bles you and guide you, andllBy he 1 t t he light of is
countenance shin upon you and give you success.'"

Ootober 18, Aydelott to Dr. and Mr•• A rsham Fl xner, a telegram,
"Deeply appreoiat your warm-hearted telegr8Ill. Delighted with report of
Dr. Ple ner's release. Look forward with humility nd enthusiasm the ~
t of oarryi out his great dream op foundations he has l.id.
arie join in muoh lov to you both. -I rank.

Ootober 11, 1939, Fleaner to Aydelotte, "I have been overwhelmed
with 18 tters and telePhon oalls, the former of which I will s bow you
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when you are here. IIEverybody concurs with Do d that no be ter
seleotion 00 d have been made. You II.tld Marie oannot lmagine how happy
I am that uch is the universal verd'ict." He is disposing of light
oorresponaenoe 0 that Aydelotte would not b bothered with it. "A tew
little questions a out the buil i have ari en. If they are trivial
I t e oare of tn M; if anyt of Moment 1s involved shall, ot
oour e, leave it to you.

"I ha yester ay a long ta with Veol n--brought abJut qu1te
inoi entally-- uout the diID1er an a out his advioe to Earle not to
lunch with me. He h not a wor to lay in elf- efeno. He sal- thing.,
however, ot on of w ich is true. loot believe at h i wil. Ily
di hone t, ut he i a ueer duok with what 't wart calla la tw1sted
mi " ~ I a aet rm n d t you hall 0 b e barra sed by him as
I h ve be n embarz s d i th 1 t ix montha. he way ln w oh
ever m b r of the faoulty spo to I • Eo hton an the 1 tters and
m. ges I am 1 oelvin trom t m s ow oonolu lv ly, as you wlll s ,
that V bl n i8 ab olutely self-deoeived. He , 1 u8peot, not a motiv
but an am 1tion, which, tortun tel,., he Tru tees hav disappointe.
Give my love to Karie an believ me, Ever atfeotionat ly, Abraham

e er. P. S. I am orry to find that eblen has talke to you 0 er
th tel.ephene ab ut everal triVial thing, allot Which could wait, and

. ,
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t~at he h e written Lar80n about the.. Vebl n wa told ye ter ay not to
bother you with trivialities, or in the ca e of reall tri~ial t ngs
I wo~l atten to th m. as you ha request d, an if they were not
trivial we would imply hold them up until you come. It seems
incredible that he shoul have iaunderstood anythi 80 plain--but there
you h ve it."

Flexner to Aydelotte, October 19. A lot or letters and telephone
calls com in. "They flatt r me far eyonS anytni that i de erve. I

, however. anxious t t you shoul know how Widely th ohoioe of the
Trusteea in malei you ro;y uoc ssor has been approved; henee the
enclo urel."

Aydelotte to "lexne • Ootober 20. "Veblen telephoned me about the
problem of the light in the-path, w ch latter I think rather important,
and I. therefore. request a that- they oonsult you and Larson and Maaaa
betore reachi II decision. I on't mind in the last havi mch
question brought to my attention. I am ,lad to ave you in any way that
I oan in regar to suoh mattera, ore particularly aa Veblen pro sed
to attend to the detaila." expresses delight w th the. sage he
haa h d frO'l1 Dodds, Gausl, and a number or t he members of the ?rlnc ton

"

','
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faoulty and the Board of Trust••••

1. r to ar1. Aydelott., Nov b.r 14, 1939. He an Ann. are
paokl up to leave for the outh. rs. Bailey 1 bri~1ng him two
tloket tor the "so-oalled Princeton Univ.r.i ty cono rts" w+bh
ltt~=illld;Ol.ey for the Ay elottes. _)

The occ ••ion at whlch Lotaan .poke wa. warmly prai••d by him
and A elott.' s performano "with his oou tomed dle;ni ty d •••• II

ovember l~_, Plexn r to A::i lott. He enolosee a lettor written
to him by Sir Llt(.rlyn om All Souls. lin e we fin f el1ng that h.
walt.d until he c ul g.t back to All oula to\l'ite m , for he knowe how
d eply I am att.ehed to th t venerabl in titution, but t pIe d m.
mo t w. t e conclu nteno , 6lI1 that am co u cati in a letter
to lr. amberger his ornin8. II

e q ote. Dodds as ea 108 to h~ in a conver.ation which they had
r oently, 'You d I have ~ork d tog the fo seven y are and yo h.ve
n v.r done a thing or said a word t ich any human i coul take
.ny .xoeption, an I b.ll ve and ind I am u that Aydelotte nd I
wlll hit lt oft. 111 11 .a you have do .'

•. "
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"He mao. one rem w en I should p rhsp s pas on to you, tnough
I know in my heart th t it h II alrea~y occurred to you.

"'Aydelotte 1 tepp ••• from a college to somet ore than
a graduate school. Bene h will hav different problema to eal with an
in a sens iffer ntkinds of p opl, ut I have uch confIdence 1 n him
that I feel sure that he will make th adju tment at once. ,'/

"Surely if ever Q man wa w loomed by is collea ue ana hie
friends, you are he, an if ever a man started out With the blessings end
goo w111 of all concerned, yOll are he ••• 1 hope that you will hlI.ve a
10 stretch of ha>P1, successful, and productive work ahead of you,
for 1 said to Do e tha t yo a on re t a van a e over e--you ar In
yo' own ri ht a scholar can be on 0 the human stlo roup. I,
alas, have n ver been scholar, for t 0 ye s at tile ohns 10 Ins betw n
1884 d 18 6 do not produce olar hip, tough t 1 0 produce an di

orOQuce a reverence for it which I now leav in In aate keep with yol1:

lr ~~~ Llewellyn's letter Is aated Octob r 22, 1939, e h s
gone up tor one day's rest 0 oxford tr is war work In Lon on.
He writes Q w ppreolatlon of leEner's work, and all goo wish s tor
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your
is
than

hie retir ent, recognizi that tn.is is not retirement t rom work,
beoause Flexner will alw~s be busy•.

"It must be a very deep ource of happiness oth to you an to
vife that you have been able to do so muoh olid, positive good in t
worl. In these times, when ware :fighti .·or sOlllllthi muoh mor
(though it includes) our own times, an fighti against evils llhioh
had soaroely t ought possible, it is for people like mysl.! aver)
great oonsolation to have in min careers like yours ••• I have to leave
Oxford in a very short ttme, but I wanted to write this letter from
All Souls College.

"And ju t one word more - how glad I am that Aydelott is suooe di
you. Your ever, E. L. oodvard."

A. File, Flexner, Abraham
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/br C

o GllTOl

VE m
AYDELOTI

10/17

A 1n1 tr tlon

Corpora 10n

B10 rap oal

FI xner to Aydelotte.

Impliea that Veblen bad not a mot1ve but an
suoceed lexn r.

1tlon to

d a 10
wh1ch w re not tru
but bas "a tWist

talk With Veblen 1n W
• 1s not dlsho st,
im •"

oh Vebl en sa1d t 1
lexner think •

a

Flexner termined that Aydelotte ahall not be embarrassed
by Veblen as Flexner haa be n.

A, Flexn r
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1

u, • 13 --,
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..1'61 CTOR

TE

AYD OT' •

VEBLE • O.

•

12/28

Admin! tr t!on

Corporation

Bio raphioal

Aydelotte to Veblen.

repo.t for tru tee me ti written but believe it
would save tim for him not to re it but to prese t points
ne ins aotion. Proposeo outtin various stanoi committees
to report to Boar ireotly in orni • Asks Veblen's advi e.

V-6
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1940

/DIRECTOR

AYDELOTTE, FRANK

First address as Director

Vol. 3, No. 12, P. 2 Minutes 1/22/40

Administration

Biography

1/22
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1940

lLEX'lER, A.

jDmECTOR

R1.ographT

Ach1rrlJ1tration

1/22

see EuoutiTe Collllll1ttelll Re.o1ution acoepting llaxner t s resignation

Vol. 3, No. 12, P. 1-2 Meeting Jan. 22. 1940
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.11 'CTO•• Aclw1 n1atraUon

)/29

AYDI!:I.O'l'TE, B1 pbical

T.1'IIl8 of appointlllentl $20,000 Nlar71 joint 5 % contribution to TLU. ExpeNe
allowance for entertain Ilent fund to be fUed by TreallUl'er and Director. Olden Manor
rent free. Pension tlO,ooOI !AS to uk. up bLlanc. oYer his acOllllUl&ted TLU. U Mari.
surY1vecl, pena10n _5,000 dUr1zI& v1dawbooci.
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IR'CTOR

POLICII~

'om R

12/7

dmin1stration

Corp oration

e h wr1t en note at ache to lett r to Ir. am erg r.
ecemb r7. 1942:

II 1r t 1mpre se by
undertaken tor . eIi! tor] Gu
needed tor tr ini ot

eault Gu g Foundation

on th problem 1n
nh i. orgotton '10

at entll.

stu i II

25-35--

-----------
Follow it with Researoh AllllOC at

-----------S w ott at lnst. 1930
-----------

[w thmore?]

Vital tor vitality ot our hi er Eduo. Also b at tor
advanoe nt ot --. 01 r en suoh as AF have produc d
litt. orne hive even b en or llttla Ulle in dir ot1 young
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en. ot c plainlng.

S e rirst draft Aydelotte'. letter, Dece bar 7 and co ents
(by lexn r--pr stige Ye. vitality an contribution).
u tieni valu of appoint ent mad b In titut or older

prof'es ors.

8 .ouroe.

FA (Elsa Jenkins) 3/19/57, ile o. 3.
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19 7

(IL ) Co o • ion

./1 0 tatr t on

tNt a • con r tt. 1nl1te. eto er 9, 1 1 etO.

eon 11 1 • n 1'0 a-- • len

1118 ot 0 rrl 1 ,. ( ch 20, 1 3) & 18 er .1'
( &7 31, 1 ) .

, 10/18/56, Bo o I' te.

,
,
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F L!I'"

, ERT H.

.dll n1 tr tion

Bio.r hieal

II to Aydelotte, AU, lQ4l..
Nomin tins Committee of Dr. Ioe l s office hio
In titute' t, ent, d I'll reo

oonfer nce of the
s to r tlection on the

• en one con i ere th t ince the to ing of In titute in 1930 under
tr. Fle rrfhe Dlrector, the have ooourr Bll'lJ' c e in tho Bo d of Tru tees,
50 ot the nl1lWe~ rs of which a.rej'69!01l1ng ctlve in its r r, d also oh"I11''''
in :lOlley 1f ich t II troll y 008lJei 11 to the Oi ,.oto te, it B to i_ ort nt
th:4t e 0' ba 0 h: t IlOre ful.Q' ap riB t n it be tro_ }he rending
t the intreou t tings of the Bot rd of 7ru tees of the Dlr tor e rli or or..,-en

tl-e re-tUdy of t re~rt. en the minutes of the etin, re distributed,of the
oour u on wblcb the In titute eked unde th di 01lon ot Dr. P1 er, the oh: ee,
it , which b· ve 00 d ince you b c II Vi tor, i e for it future
cUntiee. ith thl tbou ht in mind, I b va 0 to the conolusion th t it lIOuld be

well it Il 11 COIllll: ttae the BotU'd ~'e pointed to e a Ilr1'eY r~d ~o

"eo,:> nd tion to the Boord tro. ich tb Tru te 0 n be ded in t fut e jUd _ t
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of tne co ,extent d char cter of t
Ln.. e.

ctiTit1ell in ien the In :titut hould

here
ho

"Tb ~fore, I . ve
ith, h I ,ro 0 e to offer o.t the •
th t/ ie8 will III et t your h

resolution, co of ic is enclosed
r the Tru tees on Tue a;y next, :nd I

pprova1 d coo e . tion."

D. '11e, Herbert H. 8, 19-,9-191,6
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1944
/d rPeR.s

/DlRECTOR

AYDELOTT , F.

BAMBERGER, LOUIS

Ootober II
t!',..." .J;......,
Administr tion

Bbgraphic

Report ot the Direotor, 1944, October, File.

From draft ot the Direotor's report. Ay elott began
haVing lunch weekly with Mr. Bambergor in Newark in 1941.
For two yare he labored to y the bad finanoial positi n
of the Institute be e Mr. Bamb rger, and for two years
suffered discoura ement. Bamberg r sa! he had probably
giv n too much mon y to the Institute in the begin.~i and
had not w,tched carefully enough how it was spent. Ay"elotte
said Bamberger told him he bad under consideration other
philanthropies to Which he t devote a portion ot his
tortune. At the begin of 1943 hi atUtu e ohanged, and
he began to reassure Ayd lotte a8 to his intentions. He
in ioated that he an s. Fuld were taki oare of the Institute
in their Wills, but he preferred not to discuss det iled probl me
but to leave them to the Director and to th Trustees after
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he was gOM.
,

The date of the will inw ch hade the Institute
l' aiduary legatee was February, 1943.

"In oVEIl1ber 1940 I presented to Mr. Bamberger and to
Mrs. Fuld a 10 m orandum on the sub jeot of the futur
develo nt of the Institute. To t s emorandum
Mr. Bamber er gave m no definite reply. Indeed 1 expected
no e •••• In ovelllber 1942 I han ed hi another letter on the
s e eu j ct an aaked his p rmisslon to lay my propo ala before
the Truste 8 in order to k ep them inform d and to get their
advioe. This • amberger asked m not to do for th pre ent
and ne 1,. a ,.e later he made th state nt Which I nave
quot d above that h expect d to provid generously for the
Institute but was not yet ready to allow to disouss its tuture
pro l' with the Faculty and Truste.a. • Bamberger
v r.y definite ideas of his own but he had no wish to dictate.
Re was stro 11 opposed to th subjeot ot eoonomics and g ve
his oonsent originally in ~ 0 1nion only oeeaus he thought
our activity in that subj et was experimental a coul be
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terminate at any ti e. 'W en I explaine to him that thill was
not the case and urged upon hta the great potential intere t

value or this flel , he willingly matched the oontribution
w oh I waa able to lIecure rro the Rook rell r oundation for
support of our work in th t subjeot for a perio of five years.
In general Hr. Bamberger gave me to unaerstand that h did not
oare to partioipate in the discull ion or th soholarly program
ot th Ill8tivute an would prefer to leave t consid ration of
lIuoh tters to the Faoulty an Tru t s aft r his death.

"I felt boun to re pect Mt-. berger'lI wishes and have
aocor 1 ly never rail d with th Trustee or the Faculty theae
important questions. Our whol financial tutu e onde upon
him. I t It myself respon iblo for the s ourlty of the Faoulty,
for their lIalari a an th 1r pen ion , ana realized, In spite
of my impatience, ttl ha no ohoio but to wait until he

ave u pernUs ion to 0 forwar. Th t p 1'1111 ion h II

tacitly giv n u in his ill."

A (Attio) Report ot t e Director, Octo er, l~
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AY.DEI~Q'I~E, •

1/11

Oll.tll!lllU.C n.--"'18 1

OIlClI!:;U,C PlerROnIlel

1om'tID111

DI',O"lc)sE!Q ..."n"'ilOt or

1 C'Dl'vnO 1 1 1e r 1 ~. /ll.

A t 1', 1 ( Ie) ut1oa!
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194.4-

/DIRECTOR

TRU

FLBlCNER, A.

WOIMAN, LEO

• •,
A'YDELOT , •

10/23

Adm1n1Btr tion

Corpor tion

Biographio

Copy of a lett r reoeived by Maass rr
above and copied by ydelotte in 10 h d:

"De • Haass:

Fle.xner DAT

"I ve your lett r of Ootober 20th. Technically
What I did I ba no business to do, but somebody had
to act. For two years no one of the Trustees ever
raised a question regarding Dr. Aydelotte's oapacity
or inoapacity. The man who t the ball rolli was
Dr. Wolman. There wa no us talki thing.
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ver with Dr. Aydelott , for had been aw r of the problem
tor two 7e~rs, and I had spoken with him previously and he
had done nothing. I oould not bri it before the Tru tees on
~ own re ponaibil1ty. You I'l1ght have done it or any one ot
the other trustees.

"My il!ter'vie wl tn ofaky too an unexpeote turn. He
and I be n t lk about our l' ili s an our vacatlona.
I aeke 1m about departm nt. H tal t t he bad on
work r, • Fr • I aske him, "What about d 0 l' He
but t out in a rage, 'd TolJUlY is a paranoio.' I said, 'Paranoiaos
do not writ masterpleces on iebaelangelo.' rejoined,
'I have not spoken to h1Jl tor over two years and I shall not
speak to him again as 10 a I live.'

"All a matter of fact, Pano1'aky had a similar experienoe
wlth Miss Belle Gre nee He told me once tnat h bad hurt bi.
teeling. I said to him, 'The Institut need. th Morgan
Library, and I am gol to e an appoint nt tor you to see
Miss Greene. It you don't keep the appointm nt I shall bring
the matter b etore the Bo d of Tru.tees with the reoo ndation
that you be rapped.'
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the Institute's relations
ost oor 1 1 and Intim te

He kept the appointment and
with the Morgan Libr have beon
frOlU that dar to thia.

"rna uoh as b6it r the Direotor nor any e er ot the
Board at Truste s had taken any aotion with r speot to
panot ky and e ~o y, r do not regret that the matt e
up that I put th toh to the powderbox. ~ explained
the hole situation to my broth r, .imon, an it ma int re t
you an~ the COl itt e to kno that h~aid th t in vi of th
in~otivity ot the Dir otor and th Board he w s glad that I 1
done so thi whioh wa the 11 in s of the Dir otor an the

11 te s to co lon o. Be told that a so ow at s1mil
oas h d arisen at the Rook fell r Ir~tituto, an he oleared
the matter up in 24 hours. I .e nothi to apologize for
or to re et. The air 1 ole and the probl m efin1te,
oonorete and urgent. You ar at lib rty to show this letter
to the entire Comm1tt e.

"I need
or to the Co
I prefer to

hardly 8 Y that it it can be of any use to
ttee I hall b hanpy to be oalled upon,

a 0 noth until after the Co itt

you!
though
has
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ad 1t. report. I do not inte to attend the Board me t1ng
at wh1ch the report 1s presented. I ay add that for the
fir t two ~eara of ire Aydelott '. adm1niatrat1on I attended
the Doar t1 a regularly an always commen e his reports
thollgh I nev r approve th 1r .torm. When I r ea11ze that
Dr. Ay elotte was o1ng nothing, that he co~ld ccomplish
noth! , I cease to atten the meetings of the Board. Some
months efore h1 death r. Bamberger asked why I did not
atten the 0 d e t • an I xplain d candidly my reasons.
He aaked m henoeforth to atten an I d1d 0 as 10 as
Mr. B berg r l1ved. Aa far as I recall I h ve attended no
meet1 oa s1nce except the eet1n h ld in hia m mory.

"Sinoer l~ YOllra,

"Abrah Flexner

"ar:esb"

FA Conf1dent1al File , Maroh 7, 1957
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1944 (1) 11/6 (1)

/- ( )
CTCE Admin1 tl'at1on

OLIO Ad inlatration

FA LTY Aca ic Perlonnel

AYD T'J:E, F. Biographioal

handwlitten note by yd lotte.

~~~r to Moe

OK by me - ole r to •

Animua from A

A &: Wo n

F to Mr. Baa erger

faculty - can't call off prate t

Dillenaion Itarted by Trultea
by ttack on e

ac (ulty] unified - orale h gh

Dilsensi n in faculty will oontinue

Beatrice Stern Research Files: Topical Card Files: Box 3: Director 
From the Shelby White Leon Levy Archives Center, Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, NJ, USA.



Challenges ray whol life; aculty be t an w r

C • did not discus M1 report - reque t not since e
you sal aeveral interested - wrong

Scholars vs. Tru t es

Inst. needs explo ion

"Hono n _ fro Trustees not even re ret

~ ors ment from faculty only rew rd - c nit des rt the ­
can't oall them off

o cre it for act. ot laat 5 yrs. ­
eepi In.t. toget r

Charge prooe a tro faculty - Calamity

Com. should confer with tac lty - me ti today - in their n.

Beatrice Stern Research Files: Topical Card Files: Box 3: Director 
From the Shelby White Leon Levy Archives Center, Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, NJ, USA.



Morse oitation - death or Birkhptt - ~arle - Hi fler - Si gel ­
de Tolnq

Panotaky review von Neumann

ch Math Human tudy v • Eoor.

CalaMity in ohoioe of new Director - w t would you do?

A (Attic) Report of the Director, 0 tober, 1944

,.
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/DII T R

MO , BE Y A.

11/19

1.1 tratlon

Bl0 r oJ le 1

, F.

MOe to

A, 1/29/57

elotte on retire nt.
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E!Il141'1W. J.

D1&ltet 0 JlUNtu Or • Facnal~~ n,_~t ....
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1944 11/20 (?)

v!i>IRECTOR Adm1n1s tration

BENEFITS Academic Personnel

WORLD WAR II Government Relatio

AYDELOTTE, F. B1 ogra phical

Handwritten notes by 1 elotte round November 20, 1944.
1. neti.ement

2. Financial history and anxiety

3. War record an I'eeearch 1n war t1me

4. Inn &: fl.1not1on - pI'ohibl ted from talking - .f1.1t:C t10n 9-12

5. Bedier - importance of YOI.lng r scholars - Seminar for
all - Role of Direotor

6. status for older en

A (Attlc) Report of the Direetor# October, 1944

".'i

t, ," •

.....
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1944

./1>1 CTOR

T

PACUIJ

AYD LOTT, •

11/20 ?

Admini.trat1on

orporation

Ac d 1c .r.onnel

Biographical

(80 ewnere around ovember 20, 1944) Rough handwritten
note. by Aydelotte on a meThoran um otin appointment with
Kieffer, Century Club on ove ber 20, of what was apparently a
oonterence with Lew1. W. Vouglaa.

DlI enaion will
pre.erv. h ony.

rn.t. Therefor insi.t on aotion to

Do e not want faculty Tru.t e tight

If I insi t on retiri
enlar pen ion, male han B

wl1l protect m fro ticl.,
ref r nce to my work, even
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hinta at letting ua keep house offic 8 in ul Hall.

L. W. D. goes
Diractor.

on importance of 65 retiring age for

Esp. iMp(ortant] (1) now plan
should be allow d to plan the future.

new era, new Directc:r

F. A. pointed out (I] never discus d my plans (2) In
thihking of good of lnst. should 00 ent frankly with open mind,
deciding I should go 0 atay aocordi to what i b at for
Inst. Made quite clear est for to retire.

Pointed out iasue wa not simple due to oritioisms, was
not Willing by retire nt to aooept th • L. W. D. professed
not to know w t th yare.

Beatrice Stern Research Files: Topical Card Files: Box 3: Director 
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Would tl e my retir m nt work a blow to faculty

L. W. D. great profes ions a to future of Inlt. SoUndl
as if he w re the man.

He made clear endorlement of faculty meant more than
Trustees. Would work to help, but would not let faculty down.

(?)

A (attio) Report of the Direotor, Ootober, 1944

, '

Beatrice Stern Research Files: Topical Card Files: Box 3: Director 
From the Shelby White Leon Levy Archives Center, Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, NJ, USA.



1944

../tI eTO

PA TICIPATIO I

VEBL • O.

AYD Tt...

MI Isr AT 0

11/20

Administration

Academic Per onne1

Biogra ioal

t a meeting or the facu1t. ov ber 20, 1944: Pre ent,
Al xanae, arle, Einstein, Gol an, Lowe, eritt, orae, Peno sky, Rierler,
Stewart, Vebl n, Warren, an Weyl. Absent: Dr. Ay lotte, itrany.
von umann. Dr. Ay elotte's ab nee wa excused on the roun of
po si[;le e barraaa ent. Veblen chair the etin. an:' t ecr ta
pre ented II e orandum adopted by the faoulty of e In titute ror A vanced
S Udy" which he said he ha vritt n pursuant to t e direction of the raailiy
meeting ovember 6. B d rna e him elf available to all members or the
raculty who had Wished to m e sug estions since that time. The
me or ndum is the same as app ars in the Board minute or January 19,
1945, pa~es 14 an 15. and r late to the faculty's Iequest that
Dr. Aydelotte e permitted to serve beyon t a e or 65.
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be retired
namely a
ation to

Ol g t to
direotor,
a recomm

Dr. i stein stated he tho ht pro saor
at 65, but a separate rule ou ht to a ply to the

igher age, an sug sted t oranttu contain
thi effect. y1 reed with him.

Einstein also sai that th faculty 0 ht always to give a
ajority vote after bein consulted y t trustee before the appoint­

ment either 0 a professor or a ir otor. wH thou ht that t e
faculty were better quall!i d to Ju ge about such appointm nts,
that a recommendation should be ma e to the tru te s to ohange th
constitution or rules of proce ure 0 as to make this faculty partioi­
pation ef ective."

Professor arl n stated that h believed that ther should
be no dift renee b tweon th provisions governin th ret ement of
pro essors n the ir ctor. T e irectors sloul not have ~ an
option beyond th age of 65 unles th profes or do.

ar1e said t t there snoulu be retirement at 65 for both
direotor an faoulty, but he urge that nee there wa ~o retire nt
age orovic.ed ln a rule for th direotor, an sinoe they ha II1ll e two
exoeptions to the applioation of t be 65 year rule I'or t e faculty

".."
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(both at r. Bamber er'a request [page 2]) h
t, retirement rule to be settled late4 an~

01 a rule in handlin t e r sent qu stion of
1n oftice.

waul pr~fer to leave
at br1~~ ~or ulat10n

y elotte's continu1ng

Pro Bsor tewart recornmen cd a. enaing the me orandum to provi e
that the age of 65 0 ht to apply to both irector and facul ty. There
was no Beeon. Pro eaBor tewart ainta1ne~ h d1 not beli ve that
retirements hal.]. be settled on apr anal ba is.

Earle favored the ado tion 0 t be 1118' orandum an aid t hat the
continuation of the present director" s not involve any per onal
basiB."

Veblen reed wi th i.instein that are authority ought to be
oonceded to the taculty, bl.1t 1 avor d comeyi the e orandum to the
trustees aB an expre ion at confidence in Aydelotte. H rem.nded the
fac ty that the legal situation required election of th director
each '"Ie r •

.orae favored th aoo tion of th emoran um.

,
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Von eumann (abs nt: by letter) a reed Ith th view e press d in the
morandum.

Einstein returned to the ohar e that an age nould be
reoommen e by 1;;. taoul ty, possibly ag 70, tor retire nt ot
direotors. Warren favore uch an aotion to be embo ied in t memorandum
"for h thought it wo 1 then e a negative vot all on t h que tion
ot principle rath r than on th question of person. H 0 serv t h t
the memoranoom wa easy to vote or, but hard to vote ainst wi tllout
danger ot misinterpretation" (p ge ;).

Prote sor I ...efler favor d a lowerretire cnt age for the
director than to the faculty, or alternatively 0 retir ent age tor
anybody in hich case the question of status for those faculty

bers alreaLy retired 0 ht to be reopen. rr n said t t h
was rea y to support cons i eration ..' rein tate ent of mbers already
retired.

Protessor Goldman comm nti .• on th eneral
about rules of r tlremsnt bro ht t t)!l question down
memorancum and suggest leavi the larger pro le

laok of ag nt
to t he pI posed
until later.
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The
votIng as

moran um wa then vot d upon, otewart
matter or prlnoiple.

n Warren not

,
Rl fler aske t I ~!ij;or to appoInt 0 mmltt of aoul ty

to 00 Ider 0 n ltion of ten4D in relation to the wel are or the
In tl tute. .~eoo ed by Stewart. P nots y "oved nd Alexander seoonded
that the otlon of 1 tIer be ended by inolu~ing appointment
tenure. Tnat Wa 10 ti wher u>on lefler's orl lnal otlon oarrle
by 10 to 1.

Souroe F le V-I
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IP. CTOR

P LICI

P TICIPATION I ADMI 1ST ATION

EREFITS

Polici 8 of the Institute regardi

1/
Revis d 4/9

dmlnistr tion

Academic personnel

ohol rs.

e oran um fil d in Chronological fil u er 1 5, 1/2.

arIe, lAS, 1~5, pol. Co • of Pacult~

•
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1.945

/ DIRECTOR

11: ITS

AIDELDTTE, F.

1/19

Administration

Academic Personnel

Bio phical

raoul 7 C tte. Board not it F. Aydelotte to retire t 65.
(p. 14.1". Co tt.e at Trullte s on PollCT r c ntlsd appoin ent at a Seleotin
Cama1tt.. to choos. lIUDceseor to Aydelotte (p. 9-11).

Minute. 1/19/45 Vol. No.

"
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II CTOR

BE

Y·LOT ,F.

1/19

AdministrLltion

Ao demio personnel

Biogra,.>hio al

The Committee said 'it deems it inexpedient in view of present
acondi tiona" to 11 dopt Direotor 's reoommendation for hi and all Direobbr' s

tirement at 6$. It reoomm nded:

2.
birthde;r •

Age 6$ retirement of Direotors.

Truste s provide for Dr. Ay elotte's retirmenet on 67th
Tlli will oontinue him in off1ce until October, 194~~1"'?

3. Appointment of "Seleotion Committee" for succe sorIa
nomination -- $ Trustees to consult w1th Faoulty & Others, eto. (pp.8-11).

Committee recommended also thatr'r. Aydelotte be given f o1l1tles
for continuation of his work t In8titute and s e penaion as Dr. Fle er
(p. 14).

The Faculty Pesolution 11/20/44 WLl read a king for extension of
Aydelotte' tenuee (p. 14).

',.

"
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DiloUI ion by Board:

Sinoe the next 5 or 10 years
Tru tee~ felt that Ay'elotte shoul
of 5 years. (Ibid.)

inutell 1/19/45

will e oritio to I.A•• , orne of
retir pr sently; others at t he end

.' ,
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19la5 1/22

Admin1strat. on

PARTICIPATION IN ADMINISTRATION

EARLE, E. M.

ITT

VEBLEN

Aoademio Personnel

Biographica 1

AYDELOTTE. F

Earle to Vebl n, transmitti a lI1x.-p e memorandum, l .......... \
presumably addreued to the Trustees on behalf or the (\W l.N ~ w_

Faculty, asking that Aydelottels term not be terminated after
his 67th birthdq in October of 1947. He has undertaken this
job becau.e Meritt ha lost hi. moth r and i. out of town. He
sends the memorandum to Veblen for corrections and smoothing
out, as h i. leaVing town.

What appears to be th final version of memorandum
is dated Januar,y 26, 1945, and t2 tho,gh there has been no
indioation :tiXJIl in the Minutes that it was presented to the
Trustee., it undoubtedly was trans tted, and shows far t
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first ttme the Faoulty position as apposed to the position
ultimately adopted by the Board of Trustees.

Following is a briet of the point made.

It reoites the appeal ot the Faoulty adopted November 6,
1944, and submitted to the Board of Trustees, asking t hat the
65 year old age of retirement rule appli d to Faoulty should
not be app'lied to the present Director. The members ot the
Faoulty, 'have now been informed that at its next meeting
the B rd of Trustees intends to aot upon a proposal of its
Committ e on Polioy, and that Dr. A~elotte will be retired on
his 67th birthday, Ootober 16, 1~7."

If the 65-year rule had been applied to Dr. Aydelotte,
he would have terminated his direotorship in June, 1946.
The prooedure oomtemplate by the Boar ot Tru tees wo d

ive htm only an additional lUUU_t ll'X7-'" aoademio year.
This, in the opinion ot the Faoulty, would not be sut'fioient

to sat'eguard what they oonsider th welfare ot the Institut e."

Pointing out that there haa not heretofore been a tixe

, .
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age ot retIre nt for the DIrector and offIcers of the
I~tltute, they al 0 say that ther 1 no unIversally
establl hed prooedure as regards the retirement or PresIdents
and offloers of other reaear ch Instl tutloDS or of our
gre t universltl... They questIon the a vlsabl1ity of
establlllhing and ..t-r1c:JU[ enforolng a rule on retire nt at
the present time; although it certal~y Is wi thin the
provinoe of the Board of 'Irustees to presoribe an e ot
retirement for the rtture offloers and dlreotors.

Conoedlng that the Trustees have the ri ht and
responsibility in this matter, the Faoulty feel that they are
vitally oonoerned, and "in a positIon to judge ose matters
wpioh dir otly affeot its sOhol 1y aotivitiea. on the baaia
of taia experienoe. they a oonvinoed that a ohange in
administration at the time propo ed wo d have an adverse.
and pOlslbly dis~upti • influenoe In the life of the Institute."

ot only has the Faoulty great affection for Dr. Aydelotte.
'l'hia was not their prinolp al reason for the resolutIon tftrr
of November 6, 1944. but they assert th t the affairs of the
Institute "are now b ing onduoted in a lIlanner that correspond.
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to the wishes of its founders and to its very raison d' tree
"Dr. Aydelotte understands the speoific charaoter of that

'advanced' and therefore unregimented researoh which the
Institute is supposed to promote; he has established a
policy of frank equity !ich has enabled the members of the
Institute, both as individual. and a. a body, to pur sue their
work1oll.th a feeling of responsibilit,. and, consequently, with
maximum effeotiveneaa. Without being presumptuous, thei
Faculty feel 'ntitled to say that the soholarl,. aohieTements
of the Institute under Dr. AYdelotte's administration have
been substantial."

They go on to say that the n xt few y ars will b~ore
oritical to the Institute than to oth r institutions of
higher learning in Amerioa. The Institute 1s still young, and
will have to faoe post-war problema as a young institution.
It needs a oper body of pr oedenoe and procedures. Vaoancies
oaused by the retire nt of Faoulty m mbers will have to be
filled. The finanoial situation of the Institute offers the
first opportunity for expana10nj sinoe the establishment of
the sohool of Humanistic Studies and the School of Eoonomics
and politics in 1935. "These inter-rdated problema oannot be
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solved without a continuity of polioy." Conceding that
• .,entually the appointm nt of a new D1rectar will ha.,e to
be tac d. they ur e that Aydelotte should b gi en a chance
"to consolidate his work ouri the next orutial years." Not
only do we teel t ba t we owe thi to 1m. who up to now has
had his hands full with keeping the .,essel afloat under adverse
conditions. but we do believe at this juncture no other oourse
oan give a oOlllparable assurance of suooe s.

"If this statement has a tone of urgenoy. it is b cause
the Faculty are jealous that the ideal. tbr Whioh the Institute
was established. and to which b its members are CXlmmitted. be
kept alive. The Faculty belie., that Dr. yd_l tte's pxw'"
proven and c mpetent leadership i needed to perp tuate the
aoh1eveDlltnt of the past five years} to solidity the cooper ion
among the Direo_or. the Faoulty. end the 0 rd ot Trustee J
wmfxW and by e tablishing sound praotioe. to make the
organization of this little republio of scholars as stable.
yet flexi.le as it ouiht to be. W. therefore, re pectfully
but very urgently reque t th t the Uo d of Trustee xtend
Dr. Ayd lotte's te of offioe Kt for a period ot time
~ sufficient to aooompli h this end, and to assure

.'.."
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continuity of administration and policy uring the critical
phase upon whioh we now enter. We a r confident that onl,.
the .t imperative reaso -Qnone of which is apparent-­
would lead the Board ot Trust.e. to overrule the considered
opinion ot the Faculty.

"Th Faoulty could adduce further reasons f or the
rent'ntion ot ftJ[ the present Direotor. They ba.te not don so
because they hav named a Conunlttee on Policy. whioh 18
autaorized at any time to meet With the Board as a whole, or
with any of it members, and to set forth the Faculty's vi ws
on this vital matter."

Janu&r1 26, 1945. Se Faoulty me SAge to
proposed 19~1 r tirement at Aydelotte.

rustees on

Veblen's File, "Comm1tt on Polior
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1945 2/1

~I CTOR

PARTICIPATION I ADMINIST TI Ii

Administration

Ao e Jo Pe oooel

AYDELOT • F.

MORSE••1AR TON

Biographioal

Standing Committee was informed by Ay elotte that
to take a vaoation. tan ing Commlttee was to

• during hls absenoe.

Faoulty
he was goi
run I. A.

Memorand tiled In Chronolo 10al flle un r 1945. 2/1.

Merltt. v. I A S,. . . ..
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C "0 .......IU.IJ....stration

POLICY

PART ClPA ION IN AD I STRATION

ImBl:;;FIT

Aca 10 ersonnel

\-.~
~ A r solution submitted to the Trustees r gardi

( r tire. nt o~ Aydelotte.

ee a four-page m orandUlll attaohed 0 th 1911.5, 2/2
C onological File.

the

....... 1......-

-I v'

'arl , Pol Com. Fac. 1944-5

,
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1945

/DIRECTOR

TRUS

2/28

dminilltr tion

Corporation

BE ITS Acal ic Personnel

AYDELOTTE, F.

Ay elotte to Maaill.

Bio raphical

Aydelotte aid aallil raised the question of Aydelotte'll
pOllition la t Ilpri (April, 1944) all a re ult of which
Aydelotte ooncluded it wall b at to ofter to retire at 65, but
h found that th faoulty didn't agree.

Attached to Minutell of March 2, 19~5.
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AYIlELOTTE, F. Biographic~

Aydelotte to Haas. He writes 0 ask that Maass ~U8' him from attendance at the
next Board meeting, thl following Fr1~y. 11 ince I /Il11 to be the eubject ot: disoU8s1on
it I eml to e that this dillclJIlIion will be fre r 1£ I not pro ent." He a tel til t
he reared the lIembere of the Faculty III1ght object to h ill continuing yon 65 when
Haasa rai..d the qUiation 0 hi, position at lh Institu lut eprln. n. ound h elt
in acre-nt with aua' /-CaiUon becau h him elf' bad b en c llad 0 nilJter
the 65 ,.au a l1Jn1t in F.-:WV requir anta so ri~.

-It IIDW appears that tha new of t ~aculty 1& exactl the oppo its. Inatead of
willhing to retire at 65 theT would like me to continU8 for • year. beyond that age.-
He eays the Board may decide that this 1e not wille but he 111 willing to abide by whatsver
deolllion the Board malt.. and he will con~hll8 to int-rest h1m"U in the Institute all he
haa lIincs 1930.

"Tha moat 1mportant single responeibllity of the Board ot: Trustee 11 to find a
Director who cmld oOllllll&lld the ooni'idencs of th raoult;r and carr,' out th purpo .. of
the Poundera of the Institute. As I TrU8tea I ohare that ruponeibll1t;r d allall do
anything I oan to fulfill it ODCe 7\?u ttle the q IUon or own tenur, of offioe.
In the solution of that problem it doell not lllI8m proper that I ahould partioipate.-

Pile V-2
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1945

IDlRECTOR

BE ilEFP-

AYDELOTTE, •

3/2 xjh

Administration

Aoademio Personnel

Biograp c

Policy Co
l/R/45 to eflect
would conform to

ittee of Trustees ccepted endm nt to its report of
that Aydelotte shoul retire on October 1, 1947, "whioh
the be inni of the academio year." (Minutec 3/2/45,p.2)

Discusaion ensued in
chan e in aca emio policie
to I.A.S. for Dr. Ay elott

which there was evi'ence of conflict. '0
of I.A.S. conte plated at t i tim. Beneficial
to continu now and retire lO/lM.~7

A Lewis Douglas on behalf of Policy Co itt.e, reempha ized that
ita reco endations ste d fro belief.

1. Bro d policy of retirement at 65 for both Director an Faculty
should be established.

"s2. Embarras lIIent to n w Dir otor would not ensue C)l'

administer 10 -range policies he h d no h in formul ti
if he had to
•

.,

Beatrice Stern Research Files: Topical Card Files: Box 3: Director 
From the Shelby White Leon Levy Archives Center, Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, NJ, USA.



3. Overlo
at ect chance ot

delay in retirement ot preseDb Director would adver
etti a competent successor.,

Douglas said minutes ot 1/19/45 did not clearly uisclos it-mx
discus ion, and 0 r. Maa s h d prepar d a statement. (8 p. 3-4).
This m has1zed that while 65 should be retirement age or Director,
retention tor a short perio of incumbent would enajle chair to appoint a
Committee to sel ct a succe sor. t was not to b n erscood that I ••8.
would "atand atlll," but th t if policles were in1ti ted it wo ~d be
by oard of Trustees and th new Director would a sume nla auties subject
to them. Also, as soon a chosen he shoul oom nd ork with Aydelotte
80 that there woula be continuity.

Inutes 3/2/45
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1945

MAAS • ll.

•

•

Administration

Biographioal

Earle to Maass, Maroh ia 29. 1945.
nIt has been a very p nr and disa reeable exp rienoe for

duri the past ~inter to s e to di a~ree with you and
Mr. Lei sdorf oonoernin Institut polieie. I think you
know froman earlier ex enoe six ye r 0 that in eve thing
which I h ve one I hav ba only one otivation, namely,
the weltar" of the Institut and the pre erv tion of the nigh
ideals for w~oh it waa t und d. In 1939, fortunately, we
were reed on both ends and eans. In t Is inst nee, although
you and r. Lei, esdo't'f a th s e basl0 motiv.s, there
was unfortunately som dlfferenoe of opinIon conoernl means.
It is always dIstasteful to .e to e a e 1n what Ray be desoribed
aa polItical aotivities eoa ae th y interfere wit my
cholarly work••• I ure you would not wish me to refraIn
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from d18cus i •• • •

Maas. to ATd lotte, Apr11 10, 1945.

A 8ures h1m he understoo arle's mot1ves. Happy "that
we were able to meet the s1tuat1on wh10h confronte U8 in a

anner w~1oh I bel1ev to b a happy compro 1se. dnd 1 hope that
all oonoerned w1ll aocept 1t 1n the 8 8pir1t a8 you 1 d10ate
in your letter.

Earle t11e., Inet1tute--1944-1945 - Gen ral Correspondence
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1945 4/13

C Admlnlstr tlon

A copy of a 11 t with blbllographlcal data of the
NOllllm.tl 00 ttee of the lnat tute with followl,.....
&Jl e --these were for : I Ar.

Charle E. • ees, Sclentlst, 63.
Lewl L. strauss, Fluancler, 49.
Paul Kletfer, lawyer, 64
John Alexander Mac ay, real ent Prlnc ton Theolo leal

o lnary, 56
'Wilmarth S. Lowls, 8cholar, 50

lorenee • Damber er, E ueator

John • F ton, Institute for Advanced Study, 19~2 7
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1945

l.I'b'IREC OR

LEW!S, WI IHAR

LTON, JOHN

Lew1a to Fulton.

B 10graph1cal

4/11

Thanka him for h1. aponsoring Fulton to memberahip on the
I. A. • Board ot Trustee.. has a tew co nta on the new
Direetor --MacLe1ah and Sherwood wouldn't do, "muoh aa I like a
admire •••"

Lew1s Dou as 18 a mo t attro.4tive • It woul be great
pleaaure to a rye with you and him, We d and Moe.

Fulton - Wilmarth Lewi.

~~~~:r
':I'~~ •

. .;-..'\'
,~:~~;T"
"'.' .:
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CTO A

4/20

inllt ation

PO

aa~' etate ent aa C lrman of Committee to c n iuer
Director' report betare acceptance. Appendix.

Tl,uateea' Minutes, 4/2C/45. page 8 ft.

o.
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1945 4/24

CTOO A inistration

CU ( s s) Cor oration

AYr. LO , F. Bio rap e

Ay lotte f. tor din, April 24, 194$.

Into
Hardin: oe,
and chaap.

_bar of t
A lotte, D

~ leetion Co itte appoint d by
1, Iton, Lei e dort, aas,

JRH Corr••po enee fro Janu ry, 1940 to ~ove ber, 1945
-.'
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1945

PARTICIPATION IN ADMINISTRATION

ftIRECTOR

tlOE, H. A.

AYDELOTTE

10/26

Academic Personnel

Administration

Biographical

Moe to Aydelotte--draft letter to faculty suggesting
confidential nature of deliberations on Aydelotte's successor-­
Aydelotte!s suggestions. Aydelotte's note Meritt suggested
to Moe as Aydelotte's successor 1945 November. Letter above
date sent faculty in file.

A, 1/29/57

I

,.
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1945

PARTICIPATION IN ADMINIST,iATION

I DlRECTOR

AYDELOTTl'., F.

EARLE, E. M.

PAHOFSKY, IHWII

n ALEXANDER

11/26

Acaaemic Personnel

Administration

Biographical

Earle, Panofsky, and
Committee on successor to

1)~ , ~ \'<\..... "'r.
,--<.-... ~ ~~

~ ~ \ ""-""'-'I

(~'\''-, ft.... "" ......
Meritt, I. A. S.

Alexander appointed Facult y
Director by Aydelotte j 4~

e- ...." •.,),A: \ , ~ ~ ....

\~ .... I
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1946

!DlRECTOR Adminis trati on

List of oandidates for direotorship to suooeed yde1otte.

Filed in ~hroniogloa1 11 under 1946.

8-4
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1<;46

CTOR Adm1n1stration

BiographioalMOE, HENRY ALLEN

PANOFSKY

STEWART

BRONK

RIEFLER

l'ill- ~).. ....
Panofalq sugg tB Moe for Direotor (3/9/46); Stewart

trlUlBmits appraiaal of Bronk: showi h is out 01' d pth lI1len out
01' his aeienoe 3/6/46. tewart sug e ts Ri .fler 2/26/46. Lowe
a ests (1) Slgerilft of Johns Hopkins, (2) Shapley 01' Harvard,
(3) Meritt 01' I. A. S. (2/9/46); Panotsky sugwe ted Morse
(2/11/46) ; Merl tt preferred Bl e1l (2/12/46).

Earle, I. A. S•• 1~-5
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1')4.6

RT CIPA'J.'ION IN AD I IST TION

"All ECTOR

Academic ~lU 80nnBl

dmi 1 tratlon

Suggestion for people for appointment to the Directorship of
the .n ti tute •

lIed in Chronological file un er 1946, 2/4.

S Pile. General IA
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1<,46

!DIRECTOR

PARTICIPATION IN ADMINISTRA lOB

MO E, MARSTON

3/6

Admin1 tr t ion

Academic Personnel

Biographical

Mors. to Meritt, Maroh 6, 1<,46. (Meritt is in
Oxford) •

1 d at

Informs him that the faculty lunoheon r sulted in a reduction
ot thr e oandidates in the list of possible sug estiona for
director. Remaini n s were Blegen, onk, Mason,
Oppenhe1mDr. Strauss.

The Faculty oommitte consists of Earle, Alexander II1d
Pa oflky.

School ot Ruman! tic Studies File. ~

" /'.;~
..~.~:.'

.;I.•~ ~

.'" r'.

·~~~~~/..-
~ .. ,'4;. •
..~ :a-,;,

,
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1~6

~ni..CTOR
OF Emmr

BONK

VEBLEN

STRAU , L. L.

I OTEv J
A iniatration
Blogra hie

4/12

Veblen to traus, A ril 12, 1 6.

"Von Neumann told me about hia conversation with you
in which the n s of several c ndidates for the Direotorship
of the Institute were brought up. Or thes names it ee ed
to us on furth r co id ation that orik an Oppenheimer are
... th only pos ible ones. All of the other are too old
except Con on, whom we both know very w 11 and 0 not consider
tempermentally or intellectually suitable for t e Job.

nO p nheimar sa s to lIIe to have so many of the
qualific tions th t I would have v ry little miBgivi about
til future of the Institut if h w re ohosen. Von N UlIIann
is not a favorable to Oppenheillll!lr a s I am, altho gh he haa
r at admiration for him as a scientist. Tn gen ral opinion
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among the faculty ia that Oppenheimer would be very welcome
&21 a colleague.

"Both von Neumann and I would be very happy to see
ronk c sen. In the first plaoe he baa, like Oppenhei r,
already achi ved a pre-eminent position as a ere tive

soholar. W would rather take our ".m•• ohances with suoh
& man than with on 'Who 1 eked the qual1ficatio ev n tough

he had the other aeairabl qualities. In th seoond place,
Bronk s s wn goo oapaoity as an a m1nistrator and getting

alon well with oth r people. We baY partioul rly 1'1 ttering
testimony a to hi ucceu in working rtklxUkKx*"'PIJ" for the
Arm~. In t third place, Bronk is the for ign a cretary of
t National AoaQ my of ciences, and will be on t is account
in 01 e touoh with aahi ton with int r tional questions
of a kin significant to the Institut. We are oonvinced that
in tb. l' uture the Institute mu t depend to a very considerable
extant upon the national government for support.

"A1'ter saying this, I am goi to take the chance ot
weakAni it by the aug eation th t it might be wise to
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experiment with the continuation of the ~pe of a- in1stration
which has been in effect during' ydelotte's absence: n ely,
to vest the functioIlll of the Direotor in the ha of a
tanding co ttee. 1 T thod of admini tratlon s ms to
us to ve b n very atisfactory. The only drawback has

been a 0 rtain disinclin tion by th standing committee to
make deolsions in th Uirector's ab aBoe Which might seem to

infringe on hi prerogatives. he ohairman of suoh a oommittee
might be oall d, followi ~uropean preoedenoe, the Reotor
rather than the Direotor. He should not serve for more than
two year. ~t would be an ess ntial p t of suoh • scheme
t t the J:'r d ntl or the ~nstitute hould, 1ik Mr. aass,
oontinue to take an active interest in its a inistration.

" uite apart trom til particular su . tion, I t~ink

it w uld b d sir b1e for the members of th standi
00 ittee to attend me tin s of til rd ot Trustees an of
the J:!oXecutiv Co itt e of the "oard; and a1 0 for the
president and erh~s ot r emb rs of th Uo rd to attend
eeti s of th faoulty. There ar no differenoe in intere t
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between the.rr tees and faculty, but there are so ti s
difficulties in mutual un ersta~di •

"I 18 co Jlectlon I ma.,. ro that I think tho
ug est on re ort d by on eumann t the Institut ou ht to

keep one or two roo s av il ble fo rr steos visiti in
prine ton is an xc 11 n on. May ~ add ttl should b
v ry happy to reserve a roo for you at the assau Club if
you will 1 t m know wlen r may exp ct your long-promised
vi it to Princeton. 'or acoo! odat ons at th club are
rather austere, but it is good oenter fro whioh to see
Prinoeton.

"Von NeUIlUlnn asked me to
you before very long. ~n t he
with w t I h ve s Id."

Veblen I s filee

ay that
manti , b

intends to ite
agree substantially
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1~6

IR CTOR

LEXN ,A.

F LTON, JOHN F.

S AUS, LEWIS L•

..."""""S, HERD T H.

AYDELOT .... , F.

Ootober - oVlIIIlber

dm1nistratlon

BI raphica

Flexner u and Fulton ar In oorrelpondenoe. FleJaler tIll
Fulton (Ootober 23, 1946) that when trauls accepte th
Tru teeshlp at th Instltut, h wrot I Q I'leJal r It he
oould lS8 him 10 time. Fl Jm r pl:fll1 co lally,any time
in w York, an hal Mver hear ince from t aUls.

leJal r c ntl in a letter to F lton Ootober 30, 1946,
"Surel;y he should have withdrawn 1mmedlatel;y [Strauls should have
withdrawn 1 ediatel:rl from th C drm8.f18hIp of the Cp tt. to
leleot a new Direotoi' of t I tltute. wh~n he had Deen made a
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llIIlb r or the President's Atomic Energy Co ssion.

que tion'as to oa 's p rm1tt1ng
orrice~ in Fuld Hall (Deoember 30, 1946,

Pl mer rats es th
Aydelotte to retain his
Flexn r to Fu1 ton) •

Fl mer to Fulton, Dec ber 27, 10;46. "I was shook d"
to read aoOl.lt Aydelotte's propos d ofrice. "What does this
m an? It oan mean only one thing - t t he and Maass will
c nt1nue to ~·I.ln th Institute. No self-re peoti:ng soholar or
soientist will take the direotol ehip ir Aydelott i an OCCl.lp

I
or Fuld Hall. I think it 1s going to be neoessary to take publio
steps to put an end to t 1s so d lous ituatiub and I am not
afrai to 0 it.

"I ave never h d from Mr. trauss • Can you wr1t. hilll
and suggest t t h g t in touch with e1 One thing 18 sure - the
Institute must be saved."

Fulton's reply 18 non-co itt 1, a the is no turth r
evidence of corres on ence on the Bubject.
John F. Fulton, Institute for Advanced tudy, 1942-47
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1946

/DIRECTOR Admln18t tlon

10/J3

MO , HE AL ' Blogra"bloa1

MA , H. E.

08 to MaaBB resl nl

A, 1/29/57 LJ-

rr~ I. A. • Tru t e8.
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1~6

•
Admin1e tration
Biogr hioal

10/31

~Fulton sent a li8t of suggestions ieb h i8 pendi to
Maass an Louis Strauss. Sends to Lewis the following n es:
Julian Boyd, Detlev Bronk, ill Feller, J. Robert Oppenheimer,
Linus C. Pauling, Louis N. Redanaur, Wendell W. Stanley.

John • Fulton, Institut for AdTanoedStudy, 1942-41
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1946

CONTRACTS

RESEARCH

MO, Y ALIEN
THOMPSON, HO A.

11/4

Administration

Gover ntl ReI tiona

io ra,h1cal

Meritt presented Ho r Armst '0

Mors and Veblen willi to take
and Weyl advocat d postponem t.

T lompllon for n
diat acti on;

1natlion.
srle

Morse reported on po sibl offer the Naval s ch
to BUp ly tu II for pure ... reaearch provided the project
was sponsored by a mber of the Faculty of the Institute
and a contract ade by the lnatitute. Panofaky que tion d
advisab lity of cooperation in research with a mi11tary
organizat1on. Von !leumann, Veblen an Morse 1 kened it to the
Computer Project, th only difference being that the project
was in pure Bcience on a topic lnitiat d by Profeaaor or.e
and the propoae rec1pient. The research will be do Whether

• :~. '~\j'

. ~'~\i_.'..~
: .: -.'
".' ;..]" :.:. ~., ,,~

• "\, '?j,. .
, '::'.
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the grant i receiTed !'roa the Nav;y or not, but the g ant will
facilitate the re uch and aa 1st w1th the f1nanoial burden.

Earle reported 1 oe' s re ignatlon Without answer to the
faoulty co Ittee letter of March 5, 1946. Report on formal
appoint nt by Director of Committee on uccea.ion:
Alexander, Earle and Panof Ky, d a pcnd1x conta1ning
Co ittee's letters ebruary 4, 191+6 (to aoulty on
oand1dat a), Maroh 5. 1946 (to oe aak a,r tl).
Karch 5. 1946 (to ao ty reporti on n row to five n ea
by Co itte).

Faculty Minutes. f. 1114146
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to

1947

./DI CTOR

PARTICIPATI N IN MINIS ATIOW

11/4

1/27

Admin1etration

oadomio Personnel

CO T

I.E, E.

(0

•

CTIO TO DI CTOR)

io raphioal

STRAUS , S L.

FOR TAL

Letter (photostated) on the above headi filed in
Vertioal File wnd r "pM for Partlc1p tion in Administration.

In titute for dv no d Study-- irectorship, Meeti 8, eto. 1946 1~7
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I 'CTOt

PARTIOll'ATION IN ADMI STRATION

11/7
11/11

Administration

Aoad 10 Personnel

From Alexander. 'arle. and Panofsky to erltt. Nove ber 11 1946.

th
"Mr. L wls tra

dlreotorship ha
• Chairman or the Trust es O~ tte on

sent us a letter, a copy of which Is enclosed.

"You. wl11not th t h requests that we indioate an order
ot pr toreno a among t fiv canoi at s whioh we ve
su ated to him for th oon ideration of the trustee. The
five m ntion in our letter of Maroh 5 to you are to follOWing:

"Professor T. C. Blegen
"Dr. Detlov W. Bronk
hprofessor Edward S. Mason
n r. J. Rob rt Oppenheimer

"Mr. LeWis L. StraUBS.

hOt course, there il no reason 10by further na es should not
be oons!dered if you 0 desire, but your oommittee is reluotant
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to asa eo grave a reaponsibil1ty and '"Iishee rurt r instructfons
.fro t £ oult,.. These instructions we hope to receive at an

early eeti to be ailed by Dr. 'Aydelotte; eanwhile'K wever,
we hope yo will give the matter serious oonsideration.

ro a copy of a lett r trom tra s to arle, ove er 7, 1946.

KI very on obl e il"'eed f'or your letter of h.
It ow d e~ops that I will hav to leave re th n
week tn jo n assoo1at s on the Ato io . ,n rgy Co
a to r of 0 k Ridge, Los 1 os and Hanford. T
tba t 1 nall ot return until arly the end of the 1II0nth.

inoe so u h time has alrea y elap e , it ~e proo bly wi to
make as uoh progress 15 po s1 ble in tblll very early future. I
won er, ther tore, wheth r 1 ooul persuade you an your oolleacaes,
Professor Alexander an ProfeslD r Panofsky. to st a gain d to
give e the benetit of your current oonslderation ot the subject
in a e orandUII in which you wouid lsousa the In iviauals in the
order of your pr terenoe.

"1 have bad the adventa e of an informal oonver atlon With
Dr. Aydelotte and'W ith several 1'1 mbars of the Tr tee's COllll1littee,
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but I do not intend tD VII a me tl or t r te'
Co ItteG untIl aft~r ay return. Naturally. I wilicanalder
In oonflden:)e any part of your oran w 10h you ma,. oar to
'cIa airy' jn that I' spoot.

"L~oklroJ fo~ward t
a on as os Ible after I
In th eanwhile to ve
wIll forwar ). I a ."

t opportunity or oeelng you ain aa
t back fro t ooa t. an hop!

ao wor fro you (which m:r oretary

r!tt. faoulty u in. • Vertical
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1~6

v"bIRECTOR

PARTIC!1'ATIOl'l IN ADMINIS RA IN,
(COMMITTE ON DIRECTOR)

STRAUSS

EARLE

11/7
11/21

Administration

Aoad io Personnel

Bio raphioal

co T Aoa emlo Per onnel

Strauss asks that Alexan r, panofaky and Earle meet
and ive him benefit of their ourrent oon ideration in a
memo disoussi the individuala in the order of your preference.

le'a reaponael Facult hasn't finished its diacussion.
but finds itself dilemma; eager to comply with rating
oandid tes in preferential order but felt it could not be
done with full justioe to the faculty, th truste a, an th
candidates. Further ore, a w name, Linus Pauling, s ems
eapeoially worth of serious ooneid ration. est way to
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exoh e into tion and attitu e tow d oandidate is in
full and frank disoussion .txXW.'betw en the faculty and
Trustee Co ttees. le hopes Straus8 y clatm a visit,
S lfish thou the hope may be.

D, D1reotorship (Co 1ttee on) aoul~
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1946

IRECTOR

Lett r 1'rom Alexander,
Nov ber 12, 1946 L regardi
trustees as canal.ates.

11/12

Administrati n

.arle and pano1'sky to Meritt,
~he consIderation or rive

Letter riled in hro nolo"'lca! tile under 1~6. 11/12.

Meritt: I. A. S.
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lc;46

/A)IRECT

.'tltZ> ll/2O
12/3

A 1n1atr tion

,
N, J

~lS H.

rEN, O.

B 0

F Iton to Veblen, Nov ber 3), It,46, regard! is
u g tion for the new Di ot •

Fulton to Veblen, Decemb 3, 1~6. with an additional
su estion.

Lett r t11 d in Chronolo 10al tHe und r lc;46, 11/3).

John Fulton's Files, I. A. S., 1942~
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1946

hIRECTOR

VEBLE , O.

IlrON, JOHlf •

12/13

dm1n1 trat10n

Biograph1 81

o PENHEIMER, F.

Veb1eI('f;o FUlton, Decem 1', 13, 1946.

Co ,"ent on Dunham whose na was r0.1ae by ulton.
"I think he 1s a goo man, but not quote ot the caliber of the
three who now seem to me to be the 0 t prom! i~ oandidates,­
n8ll1ely ronk, Op nhe1lller,and Paul1ng. I think that Illy aixttbJl
one of the ae three would be a brilliant so lut on ot OUI'

oble•• "

John • FUlton, Institute ~or Advanced tud,., 1942-47
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1946

/
v-flI CTOR

rr U T S

PARTICIPATION In AD. nUSTRATION'

12/13

Administration

Corporation

Academic Personnel

A xam er, in the absenc of rle, reported t t it has
l.ot been possi 18 as yet to ~e for a per onal interview
With Straus , but he has e resse himself as very m ch in
favor of professor J. R. Oppenheimer, an s aaked for the
opinion of the ao t,..

Profe Bor Meritt expressedltthe hope that no on too
intimat 1,. associated with the atomio bomb would e
appointed, and th&t the new Director would have th interests
of all three schools at he rt in ord to maintain the
balanoe between them. 1t

D, Faoulty Minutes, neo ber 13. 1946

."
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JDI CTO

PARTICIPATION I ADMI STRATION

AYD LO

MAAS , R. H.

A.t... ; ~"oF"~
.cOl'j4 gl' • t' on

Aoa io Persoru.el

Bio raphical

12/17

Aydelotte to Maass, Deoe er 17, 1946.

"1 tho ht it best at the ]a t meeting of the Faculty 1b r
the present t to review the arr~'ements which had be n agreed
upon for my retir nt al of October 16, 1947 an to atate that
I definitely propoa to retire on that date. It may int rest
you to know that we laat r purohased a ho • in Princeton•••
While tb arran~eJl1enta for y retirement have, of ooura , n ver
be n k pt secr t, it lell ed to me much ore dignified and
01 -out to make thil announce ent Which will doubtl ss soon
beoome public property.

"I
your 00
o fioel

intonned the Faculty of the very kind invitation of
ttee two yeara 0 that I hou1d oontin e to keep y

at the Institute aft r my retir nt. It ae ml moat

",I (

_':0... ~

... ~ ; ..
,r.
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oonvenient
leu nd 1
therefore.

ror e to move
liS spaoe as he

ke mor and

in with Professor Lowe who Will need
completes hi. work and 'ib 0 0 •
ore roum for lIle. II

John K. Fulton. I t1tute for Advknoed tu6y, 1942-47
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.dlECTOR

OP :NHE:LM • R.

BRONK. IJET • WULF'

B

MASO •

• TID ,ODORE CHRISTIAN

WARD AGENlJORPH

Administration

Biogr hlceJ.

Bio aphlcEi

PAULING. LINUS CARL

lDUI:m WOLFh'RS. An OLD 0 C

Blo raphical ate from Who' ~ in America regarding
the above-named men.

Filed in Chronological til under 1947.

Earl. • A. ~. 1944-.5
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1~7

vl£IRECTOR

EAR1E. E. M.

Admini tr tion

Biographioal

Earle to ~trauss. Janu y 15. 1947.
Co ittee

Request for/Sx••••• to eet with 1Baxa.m2~x.. strauss
re ardi candidates.

"For what it may be wortb. I should like to give you my
own preferences. wbiob I have heretofor refrained from doing.
On the whol • I should preter Bronk to Oppenheimer. partly
because I think a an of f~y i8 a little more likely to have
stabi ity ot jud ent than a an mo t ten years you er. an
partly beoaus I knowp and have oonsiderable admiration for
Bronk. On the other han. I feel that any of the four persons
we hav disous8ed would be 8atisfaotory."

rle papers. I. A. S. - Directors P. Meeti s. eto. (l9~6 & 1947)

.',-
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1~7

AIR CTO

EARLE

TRA

• M.

WIS L.

o

AdMini.tration

Bio raphical

1/21

arle to trau.s, J

rl .u eats Arnold ?lfer., Ma.ter of Pierlon College
at Yale. or d1rector and ivea b10graphical details.
Sayaj., 11k Blegen an Mason, his interests are closely
r ate to the School of _cono o. and Politios. oe. not
pretend to expre.s conce u. of faoulty op1n10n, but point.
out, "The intro uction of Pro el.or Wolfer. a. a oan 1dat
atre.e the import oe of oanv .aln the ituat10n wlth the
ut ost oare betor a definit deolsion is made. gol to
make I further d1soreet in ulrl s ooncernl Wolters an may
want to telephon you lat r In the week."

,
, .
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Wolf rs .ugge ted by Not ste1n of Yale Univera1tT.

On the e te, arle wire. Ayd lotte, After
talk with iefler an other. have .er1ous re ervation I
oonoern! candidate ot stein u eate. Wr1 i straul.
but would r 0 end oaution t 1 until you return here. K

( bere 1. no letter 1n tbe file 1ndicat1n
straus. w1t awi bi. .ug eltion. Shot fro

that he wrote
th p.)

arle pap r. J I t tute for A v c d tudy, D1r otorah1p,
at1 I, eto., 1946 1947
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CO ITTE (FACULTY-ON S CTIO)

AYDELOTTJ:., F.

1~7

~IR' TOR

CO ITTEE (ON S TIOI)

2/3

Administration

Corporation

Aoademio Personnel

Biographioal

Ayd otte reported Tru tee Co. ittell disoussion on 8111 otion
at hia suooessor: no eoision Yilt but Trustee Committee
followed lin a of aoulty Committee consi eration. A. Believed
Tru8tee Co tt e auld 00 ult wit Faoulty. This was
ohanged to reat that Tru tee Co ttee had deoided to keep th 1r
.liberations confidential for time bei but AJdelotte

believed they would discUS8 with aoulty.

D, Dratt, Faoulty Minute8

'.'
.~ .',
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CT

Tnul~" ..nl.lAl

A'YDEL<JrTB. F.

Admin1 trat~on

Corpor t ion

B10gr hical

2/3

Aydelotte reporte "that t e III ers of til l'U tees
Co ittee on the selection of 1s uccessor had a reed to
keep their prel1m1nary d1ll cus ion confidenti 1. r. "ydelotte

xp s ed confidence. how v r. that th tt r woul noe
ett in a r ament with the wish of the aculty.

uastion of Professor inste n' 5 aa t a whether a
ti limit ba been et on the allection of a succe sor to
the Directorship could not be answered with precision.
Aydelott bellev a there will not be much overlap. If any,
betw en his own t DU.t'e and the sel ctlon o~ hi suocessor.

, Faoulty Minute•• 2/3/47

..
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~ OT

OP • RI) T

• Ll!. IS H•

P'OLTON. JOHN

3/21.
3/~

Biogr hi 1

Th oanoellation ot the Trustees' meeting tor
Saturday, Maroh 29. hal made me wonder it Oppenheimer is going
to take the job. The delay 111 probably oonnected with the
delay in the Senate ooll1'irmation of the Pr sid nt's nominationa
tor the A. • O. The aI'd Iho d aot promptly. It il the end
of' Maro •

Fulton to Wee. Maroh 27. 1947.

He 00 erred with Oppenhe1lller who Willhes the rd would
make up itl ind. He will come to the In tit ute only if both
the faculty and the Board want h1.a, but Straus I has made it ole
to him that Strauss' approaoh to Oppenhetmar was unotf'ioial.
Fulton - Lewil Weed

,

,.'
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/DlRECT

OP

TRAUS

1M , R.

/lA _, .;,'"' ,'¥-,'""

aUl dOl t on

Biogra hio

4/1

cerpt trom the lIi y o£ John F. Ful ton. • D.,
Tuesday, April 1, 1947.

Filed in Chronolo cal tile under 1~7, ~/l.

¢ Fulton, John F•• Diary, terl1n'" Sohool or Math
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DIR CT

OPPENHEIMI:R. R.

MAAS , HERBERT H.

lv'17

Adminls tratlon

Bl r phloal

Pros. an ounoem nt de by H rbert aas. Pre Ident of
the Board of' Trus tee of' the lnst 1tute, t t ppe~e1m r
va. chosen at a m etl of t ard last week to repl e
Frank Aydelott • Dire otor llinee 1939. It r. aaas s aid the
an ouneem nt W 8 not made until Dr. Oppenhel r oould en hls
00 It ents wlth the Unlve Ity of California and f'ormally
acoept the Dlreetorshlp •••Dr. Aydelotte reaohed the retirement
age of 65 In 194.5. ut va aaked to r maln n offloe until hl.
67th blr aday October 16. 1947.

Oppenheimer, 42, beo e an Asslstant Profess.or of
Theoretic al Pby 108 at the Univers 1ty of California v n h
va. 2.5. He de hls reputatlon as a phy.lol.t fo e.
1 ter vlth hill the tlcal theory 10h outlined th

thad by wllloh ener was transmuted Into atter w n
non-materlal g a raya from thorlum C were f ired at terrlflc
llpeed at the heart of an ato •
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In 1934 he was oo-author of the Oppenheim r- ur17
r vision of Dirao's theory of tQe eleotron, and in 1~2, was
put in oharge of planning, organizi and direoting the
Lo Alamo Laboratories where work don by- soientis ts lsewhexe

was ooordinated to produoe the first atom bomb.

Clipping, Herald Tribuna, April 17. 1947

,
. -

"
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V£l 'C OR d In1l!ltr tion

7/7

AYDELOT

VEBillN,

,
•

• Biographioal

OPPENHEIMER. •

Ay .lott to Veblen. Marie wants to ove out of Olden
Kanor by th iddl of Jul•• though he actually said to the
Oppe eimer that we oaul not promise to et out until .ept b r.
everthelel J e are oln~ to ove a8 soon a8 the houle is

properly painted.

V-3
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vDI CT

OP E H, R.

Oppenhelmers to come to
Au t 8. Ay elotte. had ova
J ne, to ss, Jul~ 25, 1947)

D, Mall.ll8, 1~7.

8/3

Admln1atratlon

Blogr phlcal

lnceton to take up resl ence
nd gone to Watertor • (Rlch dson,

,
•
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V IR CT inist1 tlon

aOT , • ograp cal

I, R.

LT01., JO

ulton to Opp nhelmer, eto r 21, 1947.

Th Tr ste v Ie the lSi tu t10n of A aelotte
a DiredDr Emeri tu unfortunatelY., fro Oppenheim r'
viewpo1nt. "r e atly bope tb t you ar ot b~l

b ra sed by h1s aDparently unwll11ngn as to withdraw trom
the dm1nistr tivo pioture. You h ve extraordinary taot ••• "
He otfers help in th event the eltuatlon b 00 e8 o~e

diffioult.

, Fulton, John
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1947

&I1>r OTO.

OPPE lHElMER, R.

10/30

d:n nistration

Aoad mic Personnel

Bio raphica1

MAASS, RB'. T H.

Oppenheimer to Maass, Octo er 30, 1~7, a lett r c nfirming t
t rms of his a oint nt as Direotor an as Pro_es or of Theoretical
Physics in the choo1of athe tics. "And t bat thi a pointm nt is
expected to hold until my 65th birthday in 1969." (The ppointmmt
apparently i mentione as a single on for both positions.)

(2) "P.
TruEtees,

a a plac

IJI ctor I
to dotermin
of learning

hall be xpeote9 with the a vioe
and execute aoademio policy for

and study."

and consent of tae
the In titut

pa

(3) My alary h s been fixed at 820,000 a year.

(4) T. I. A. A. contri utions of 5 per cent each, a
ents by the Trustees to a ure Oppenheimer a pension of

ditional
12,0 0, or
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to provide hi wife should he predeo ase h r, oither i aotive ser ic at'
after retirement. Eel' the pensIon of $6,000 per year•..,~ ,

b) The Trustees to allow the use of 01 en llltlOr duri
perio of h1II activ direotor hip, and an expense acoount t t s all
exoeed under no oircum tancee ;),200 in any on year. e oonfinne and
requires Il& Maaes to initial and retLlrn t he 00 ies so t t it m y be in
the files in tb. event the partie on the Tru t e' i e mald the
appolntm nt might not be ther at a time when he should wi h to y upon
their w~c:1e.

I

D F J.e, }lorbert H. aaae, 1947-
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C'lOR

• Oppenhe r request d that the
.t'1x8d by the Trustees. It was agreed t
eubllit pllUls to cutive CoIIlIII1ttee.

Tr. l"ir. lZ/lfJ/1q p. 4

,··"'t
• if'!'_

. -:'.\
i. -"
i..i'·· ..

.f. ,,i'

12/16

(7 Corporation
>' M .....·"","FlO--'¥-'·

spor:sibUity for author1l:1.n construction be
t;r. 111 dor! e such responsib1l1t;y and
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1948

I CTO ( 'und)

GENbRAL

GE ,

GENMfAL

PRINC TO I rry

Adm1n1 tration

Acad 10 r8anization

Aoad m1c ct1vitle

Foundations

elat10ns OAr

See Directors' eport (19~8-53) ror u or D1r ctors' to
extend f1 ld of stua1e beyond t ose represented on aoulty (P. 24 tf)

Report of Direotor on I.A.S. (1948-53) Publ. 1954 phl t
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.;tI CTm
GRA TS-IN-AID

BARO ,

1/28

Admin1str t10n

Acade 1c Per onne1

Blographlcal

LIOT, T. •

See letter for terms. Research gr t &1450 for 6 onthB
to aron. ~l,OOO from Director'. run for lot without
requirement tor re ldence.

erit t, aoulty 88, Vertical
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8/17

Faoll1t1e8

OP Blogra cal

pp

On

r to LeI e dort, u

lntenanoe an fw'ni hI

t 17, 1948.

or 1 en Manor.

D, Leldesdor-f, "" D., 194
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,.;illRECTOR

TRUST

') Corporation
£ ,A -<',.,r"",/h...lC,I- .

4/1'

1.r ctor , and it • III and th B rd, t t a
" C P. to • & • s -to c 1 by v ioh t T~.t

c rallliliarbe th seJ.vell with t &0 C work ot the Institu. f'eJ.t this
"ould s • IIlO PIU"POlle than th rector ... rt l&.1.1y•

Tr. .in. 4/1~/49 p. J

,.'

•
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1949

THE ARD

flEE D CTOR

COMMIrtEE (Ac.demic)

4/15

Corpoi&t10n

A.......Uu.str.tion

Academic Personnel

Ac.demio Committee ore.ted on recommendation of Director to aot .8 semi-formal ohannel
so that Trustees '7 be informed ot the Institute's 1I'Ork.

Minutes 4-15/49
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AClIIIu.DlLII·tratlon

l.fT-'U1lIB 1l:l'OTi~ that
TInlate.. of

J.D1:-.nt and hu not
•

Yol. s.
•

1!'eC1a..ncSa4 oltie.. ot

nil 4 and

.1~nt an Cba1rl118Jl be ..par.ted cd dut1. be ~t1ned.

va .leote4 Pnl1d1nt.
'l'Port 011 d 120/49
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1951

~I eTO

TRUS

ACU TY

5/4

dmin1stration

Corpor tion

Aoademio P rsonnel

The last sentenoe provi i~ to the preparation by t
Direotor of an annu report was isouss d, and it was deoided
that t Director reported oontinually to th Trustee and
that it was impli d that it was not neoes y tor a public
report to be issue. The Direotor pointed to the pr paration
of the factual aocount then in preparation or to the
propo ed 25th annivers y ibliography ot the Institute whioh
would be 00 emorate with a listi of th pu 1ioationa ot
all th member •

There was a1 0 diScus810n on the authority ot the
Director to appoint acu1ty only with the approval ot the
Faculty. Dr. Weed au ,est t t t s should be chang to
atter con ultatlon with. Dr. Oppenheim r sal he b lleved
the pr oaed rev sion wa. better; ttl, n ely, with the
approval Which was an addition a 0, since It would e
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impraotioable to prooeed with an appointment in the taoe ot
aoulty opposition.

Roaenwal t n orrered hia resolution, p e 4. "Th.
r ot Truste a of the I titute for A vane ~tud1 believes

t t limitatl ns on the a • of ru te 8 a limitation on the
oontinuou 1 th of a rvio of the Tr te s are deairable
in auoh a ou t dial body. Wit in th next tiv ye a. suoh
lim1tati ns hould be incor orate in the bl-law." Th
matt r waa discussed, and one ot the member of the sub-co ittee
waa report d by r. strauas aa bavi been against it. he
atter wa put ov r until the n xt eeting.

Corporation Minutes Annual Meeti , May 4. 1951
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1954

vrl'IRECTOR

MAASS, BERT H.

VEBLEN, O.

FULTON, JOHN F.

STRAUSS

Corporation

iographical

7/13

Vebltln to Fulton trom wi carl , bitterly inveighing
against the Chairman I s plan to call a meeting to ee U' the
I. A. • should retain the Direotor. Vebl n i8 boiled up about
it. H talks of aoademic freedom at length. He ...j. saya he
ha written toMaass telling him exactly what he thinks of it.

Wilmarth Lewi expr uea his thou ht that such an action
would destroy tne Institute. He saya he thou t Veblen's ~etter
to Maasa was a corker. It ch ed Maasa' mind. V bien
suggested replaol Strau a with Harry smythe.

On of Ful to FU.8
.''>\ .

,.~~.!"

~: ;"'.::p'::

;::)~\.
'\o:lo, ••-..: ~

..:.; ....
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orrlcm

-1:l CTOR

A<h1nistration

A<h1nistration

10/1

Discussion as to re-eleotion of offioer. 8lId direotor resolved b;y a motion for a
"packa d. deal" whioh the Cha1rlllan deol&ra:l carried. In 'fie'll of latter tact. her.
prell8nt de it unanimous to save barras ent in preee.

Vol. 6. No. 21. P. 2 Hinut s ot Meeting of Board of Trustees - 10/1/54
{.' !;.~r.~

~:L

. ~.·';~I~ .

. \ ~:.}

T"'W
(

, .
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1954­

~IR eTOR

PARTICIPATION IN ADM 1ST TIO

leo9mber

Adm1nla trat 10n

Aoaoeml0 Personnel

being
The Dlreotorshlp haa oha ed trom/a member ot the

Corporatlon and a memb of the d of Trustee _'Tam.au
.BXJiaU JdLClQ1I!!!!t1J".a with the right to attend all
-etl or the oommitte a of the T uatees to t be 1'011011 I

"The Dlreotor shall be amber ex-offioio of the
Corporatlon and of all oommlttee of the Tru t es. Re shall
be responslble for 00 un10atl tothe Trust e views of the
faoulty on all matters artectl the Institute."

He eterm1 In consultatlon wlth th 'aoulty the
a leslon of member and the elllploylll8nt of staff and " x rois ea
general supervlsion over the Inetitute In resp ot to Ita
academ1c phases. He shall have authori ty after oonsul ta tlon
wl th the Faculty an wl th t e appro 1 of the oar or t e
~xeoutive Co ttee to make appo1ntments to the lty far
indefinite terms t or far limlted perlod ,"

By-Law. adopted Deoe sr, 1954

,.

Beatrice Stern Research Files: Topical Card Files: Box 3: Director 
From the Shelby White Leon Levy Archives Center, Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, NJ, USA.



1955

T USTJ<,..., ())

SALAHI. (2, 3)

Participation I ADM! I ~T ATION (2

DlhECT

11/18

Cor or tion

Aca emic Per onnel

m1 stration

.IT , D. (1) Biographiall.

F , A. (1, 2)

, P. (2)

BAMBERG , l>. (2, 3)

AYD 0 , . (2)

Interview with 0 wal Veblen, 11/18/~~.

Filed in Ve tical ile under blan Int rviews.
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1955 11/21

Admi iatr tion

,
Interview with Oswald Veblen. 11/21//;. (One of 2 interviews

of this date)
Filed in Vertioal 1"ile under Veblen "'nterviews.

{ 'f.:

",
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1955

SCHOOL OF MATHEMATICS (7)

APPOINTMENTS (I, 5)

12/1

Academic Organization

Academic Personnel

PARTICIPATION IN ADMINISTRATION, (2, 3, 5, 9)

GENERAL (6, 7)

,;DIRECTOR (3, 6, 7)

FRANKFUR TER (1, 8)

RIEFLER, (1, 3, ~)

STEWART (3)

EINSTEIN (5, 6)

FLEXNER, (5, 6,7, 8, 9)

VEBLEN (interview)

Administration

Biographical

Interview with Professor Veblen, 12/1/55.

Filed in vertical file under Veblen Interviews •... '/' ,;~~ ~
•..:.( ',' I.

I /. c;. • t.l'
~3i ·I~~·· '.

.1.. .~.

~~ ~7'
, • '1,~ I'
... ;,;'
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1956 2/20

• •

PARTleI TIO T

YD L1

I ISTRATI

A ln1s trat10n

Ao de 10 Personnel

10gra h10al

o •

HITLBW:T •

Interview with Jan Hioh dson Mapes, February 2 ~ 1956.

Fll d in Vertioal Pll under Map s Interviews.

Interview With Jan lohardson M P s, F bruary 20, 1956
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FOLTO , JOHN

OP' I R, R~BERT

1956

~RECTCIl

BO D OF THUS S

A nlBtration

Corporation

Bio raphlcal

5/1

, LEWIS H.

VEBLEN, O.

AYDELOTT , F.

TRAUS , r; 'illS W.
VON , JIm

TAN. GORGE
IN. ALB RT

Interview With Dr. John Ful ton, May 7, 1956.

F..led in Ve -tical til under ulton Interview8.
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1956

IRECTCIl
ARC OLOOY
PRINCETON
TEAC INo.

"Biatant.
AlDELOTTE

TT, ll. D.
FIE ,A.
DAUNCJiX ,
CLEMEm'
SHO
GERY, WADE
D Tn Y

TOROWICZ
C RNISS
THOliP If
PA 0
FRANKL
HERZFELD
LOWE

APPS
SIEGEL

617
AdlI11n1a trat 10n
Acade ic Activ1t ies
Relatio1'l8 WOAl

Aoade lc Pr edurea
ACad 1c Personnel

B1 raphic
B10grap oal

Interv1e with Pro£eB.or Meritt, June 7, 1956.
Filed in Vertical P1le under er1tt Interv1ew.
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1956

PARTICIPATI N IN ADMI iI8TRATION

RS

TICS

SCHOOL OF COROMICS AND POLITICS

~ CTOR

WEYL.

BIRKHOFF. G maE

FLEXN • A.

AIEXAHD • JAKE W.

6/27

Aoade 10 ~er onnel

Aoa e io otlv1tiea

Aoade C OrganizatIon

A in! tr tlon

Diographioal

Interview with J • W. Alexand r. Jun 27. 1956.

Fil d in Vertioal File under Alexander Interview••

Int rT1 11 wi 1 xander. 6/27/56
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Intervl w with Dr. Opp ~~jmer, July 12, 1956.
Plied Vertio u r Oppenhe1mer Interviews.

1956

CTOR

POLICI

C I

GI S

GE RAL ("'A )

BY-LAW

l ..T

ACULTY

PARTICIPATIO IN A 1

, R.

T TI N

7/12

Admin1 tratlon

F1mnoe

Go 1'IUI t elatl01'll

Corporatl n

Aoad 10 ersonne1

oa 0 rooedures

10 ra hie 1
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iog!' hlcal

9/21

Corporation

o emlc Per onnel

1956

~ CT

PARTICIPATI N IN m STRATION

SWARTllMO

AYD OT' , •

, • •

IDESli liP

LEXIE , A.

IN, J. •
T RT, •• •

ucatlon I tltutlona

Intervle wi th • Ay lot e, epte ber 21, 1956.

FlIed In VertIc 1 li1e un er Ayd lotte Intervle B.

Interview with P. A" • ept. 21,1956

I '; '.

> ,
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1956

~ C R

GEl{ AL

OC

C I

ST' ART, .W.

AYDELOT , •

10/12

AUJIl.l.U.l.,8 trat ion

Foundation

Bl0 r p leal

F • A.

I ter"ieww Ith .It r tewart. October 12, 19.56.

lie in VertIcal PI e under tevart Inter,,1 W8.
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Administration
w uc t n 1 tit tiona

o 11 i B

1 6 10/2h

ereonnel
dD tory

Intervl with Ab a
Flled in Vertioal I'il

lexn rIte i w. 10/241S6

lexn r. 10/24/56.
und r F1exn r Interview

..
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