
Dr. Oppenheimer:

ite: 1.itrany

Prof. Earle said he would discuss Uitrany's
request - see ton letter - to lecture at Princeton.
Earle a.d Stewart thln~ only susgest~on (L) feasible;
as joint Institute-University plan; probably in
Imt· tute loun;;e in nS"- Library.

Earle says U trany is not liked at Univ.;
would be impossi Ie to arrange forml lectures with or
without compensation.
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BY AIR MAIL

AIR LETTER
IF ANYTHING IS EN­
CLOSED THIS LETTER
WILL BE SENT BY
ORDINARY MAIL.
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Kingston Blount
Oxford

Dear Warren,

9 December 1949

You must be al preparing to break up for the
~hristmas holiday and so I am anxious, to cause you as
little inconvenience as possible, to let you know already

1\ now that I cannot come for the spring term. It is a great
disappointment, for more t~an one reason, and I have only
reluctantly submitted a6te1 wavering for weeks.

Since my medical mischance last spring I have
never been quite at ease - there is by all assurance ncthing
wrong and therefore little that can be done about it. I
don't know whether hpping for some psychological benefit
the doctor is playing up to my theoretical id~os¥naamies

but he goes on telling me it is merely a 'functional'
disturbance caused by shock to the body. The shock certainly
was thereallricht. Anyhow, I have lost quite it of wei~ht

for no apparent reason, anq it is clear that I would be ill
advised to be away from ho e, especially in winter, until
all this is cleared up.

~ould you be so kind to take this up witn the
Director, and especially tell Mrs Leary at once? She is so
gnerous in trying to find living space for us all that I
must not complicate her problems. The only advantage in
my staying here at present is that I shall be able to see tnrough

{the press a s~all book I am just finishing on the ideological
I conflict between ~rxism and Peasantism. I took up the subject

in an essay many years ago and no one else has t~itten abut it
since, so I succumbed to the friendly pressure of various people,
including Barvard friends, and took three months off from my
other work to do this. It 1s full of interest and still hotly
topical - this pleases my P~bliSher, but ~t's a nuisance to me,
and I have tried hard to kelP it all as 'academic' as possible.

I hope you are keepinB weil, and also Stewart, to
whom I should like to be re:nembered. fow that I have made un

v my mind and accepted the immediate disappointment, I shall lo~k
lall tle more forward to coming in the fall, and I hope this
will be aoreable-to the Humanities as s-Whole.

'.'Iith all good wishes for Christrr.as <;'1'.<1 :.e :.Eo
~·arx, ~(' yourself an~ also your r~~ily,

'il1~erelJ
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COPY roll DR. OPP£:llH:lIDllm
PROF. EARLE

9 December 1949

Dear arrenl

You must bo all preparing to break up for the Christmas holida;( and
so T anxi u~, +.0 ca1l!)e ,fu' r 1':tUe inconve::licnco as ?Os~ible, to let
70 lLOl7 alre&ly now that I c ot cone for t..l:le sjlrin term. It is a
;reat <Ii apPO~:lti:Jent, or IIOre man one rea<;on, and I ave only reluctantly

alU::Utteti nfwr erine for eeJ;s.

inco rtI;f ccdical ~rc~ance 1 "t spr~g I have n~ver bcen qaite at
e~n - .rc i" h;v- all assurar.ce not:1::' • wr'jn;; un th~£.fore:1 ttl,; that
can be don" about it. do">' _ L,.o' "ther hoping for some psychological
benefit th OctoI' r pl' 'Tin. up to rtI;f j '". oretical ideosyncrasies but he
goes on tJllinG e i :; mcre].;r a "~unctJc~al" di"turbance caused by
shock to >;h r boC"r. The ock corA "n ,r +here all r:ip:ht. ~"1YhOl7,

I hc;:vc lo:?t ..,..ritc a b t 0; ~. ht for no :lppnrent rear-on, wd it is clear
tha .0\ t' bo ill - >''i red be fro=: ho::! , especially j n ..."inter,
until all t d" is cleared up.

oult! you be ro kind to take t'lis up wi t)1 ~e D rector, and especially
tell 'r e • aIj'.:.t )!lCE'? 'lh.. is !'o g. r rous in t:yine f1 nd liring rpace
for us all that I llIUst not. conplicatc herproblo:ns. The only advant e in
rtI;f sta;yizl" ~ re at pres '1t 5 >;\~a:' r "hall be able to ",re ~OUEh the
pre s a ll"\all bo"k I 3"l jut1- i~nidli..'\l; or the ideolo-i-::u cor..:'l::.ct be-
tween lani::m and -, aSrJ.'lti". took u t.i c bject in an OSSB¥ many
years ago an'j no oDe else has ritten abo...t it 'j ee, "0 I f'l:.CC ed 'W

the fL "endJy .. 58:<; ·~a of various POO!11c, -lncl'ltlin;- ~o..~arJ friends, and
took three Jnths o~f fro 0 h ~ worle t.o do t~~i.s. It in f.al of
interest an:! 5 :'11 h"t:y to"ical - t.'I" s , lea.:;es ~. puo . sher I tut it's
a nuisance to :lie, an I h37C tried h=:: t:J .mcp it all as "acadc.uc'· ;u;
pcss ble.

I hope 'ou are keepjng well, &lid 31."0 Stewart, to "'how I shoul like
to be l' El;;,berod. 'ow t.'Jat I have ::Jade up rtI;f min and accepted the llwlcdi­
ate disappoi.-" nr-, I shill look all the more forward to condng in the all,
and I hope this will be <-ereeable to tlIs .u:lUCitie ~ a hole.

, cerely yours,

/s/ D. • trlll'liY
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THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY
PRINCETON, NEW JERSEY

Copy to J.li.ss Trinterud
Professor

Cherniss

OFFICE OF THE DIIlECTOR

Dur Professor

October 1), 1950

tr yl

oday, t e Faculty of tt
the r n.s tor yo wi. 1 aTe
S es you go wi th a r ret t ered by

oin t at th, and at e prospect. ~
t. th t tbia half t t you

till 1 T8 you and free to have
proTir..ons .. outlin in lIt7 letter

VlITli Thi. 1 tt r hould urn &8

s ti ore re~l nt.

lth n8ry good w1.lIh,

Robert Op]~~lhe1 r

Fro! Bor d
Institute for Ad
Frinceton, • J.

trany
ADC tOOy
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THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY

to

Since 0 l.u taJ.k, I ve die
your future 1.tiM to the Inat!tute e

Cl 1. I felt it onl71'1 ht to sx:p1&1n to
the r ona or reoptrni the ter.

PRINCETON, NEW JERSEY

D ar --~..

of
:

OFFICE OF THE DDlECT'Oa

ith ev wi h,

Robert Opp r

t or David
.1.IL::.t..l.tute or
i'rinceton, ;. J.
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A t 18, 1950

Dr. D. tran,
ingston Blount,

Ox1'ord, Lngl

dear • tr ,
I l' ceived your let~o~ of the 13th, &nd I ant

to thank ou for it and to aesur you t you need not apologize for"
the fact t t your letter to Profossor en waa not pa ~ed on ° me.
It did in fact go to the Director's office, which was re to-the point;
and.if there W B faulty liaison hoI' , that II our i'ault and not yours.
In any 0 se, the Director wall info d of ur intention to ap nd
autumn term With us and the Director's seorotary did recently inform

of this fact, so th t I should perhaps ha e written to yo J but I
asa~ t t the correspondence waa being carried on by the Director's
ofi'ice and that there wall' consequently no De for to bother you
with tautoloGic 1 letters. I do w t to aBaur ou, he ever, at I shall
be glad to see you this autumn and I feel certo.1n t t all th oti.e1'

mber of the faculty will welcome you too.

The loss of your!S t have b en die:!'l artening
blow. 7 heart sank all I l' ad the s ntence tel about it. and I was
mightily rolle d to 00 to th xt 1n hieb u 1'e orted t~

fortunate circ stance of the ox! tonc of a copy. I trust at th
necessity of I' vising this copy did not caus au too ch troubl or
dels. t I' to, ~kB~ s sad en st have en, e
~t of Carl leI pl13l'lt muat hav pre ented 0 I1Dg too

de~pl depressed by yours.

Iith U good VIis es I

Sincerely your ,

Harold Chemiss
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BY AIR MAIL

AIR L£TT£R
IF ANYTHING IS EN­
CLOSED THIS lETTER
WILL BE SENT BY
ORDINARY MAIL
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THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY
PRINCETON, NEW JERSEY

QI"J'ICE OJ' ntE DI1ECTOR

Dear Professor Uitran;rl

Jul;r 13, :l950

Thank you for your letter of Jul;r 3rd, which has
be received in Dr. ~penhe:1l!ler's absence. Dr. Oppenhe:1l!ler will
be away fr Princeton until early in t ber; but you may be
sure that he will see your lotter (l soon as he is bac'< at the
Institute, and when next I in touch nth Dr. Ofpenheimer, I
will tell b:1l!I of your plans to co e at the end of Sept ber. I
know that Dr. Orpenheimer will be pleased to learn that you will
be with us duri the autumn term.

If there is anyth1n we can do here to help with
your cCllIing, please let us knar. s. Leary, I sure, ull be
interested to knOll' what housing aCCOllllllodations you will want.

Sincerely yours,

Katherine Russell.
Secretary to the Director

PrafosBor David trany
The Lower FarIll
Kingston Blount
OXford, England
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BY AIR MAIL

AI R LETT ER
IF ANYTHiNG is ENCLOSED
THIS LETTER WILL BE SENT
BY ORDINARY MAIL.

......

Professor Walter Stewart
.............................. , .

Institute for Advanced Study
............, .
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Kingston Blount
Oxford.

2. VII .1949

Dear stewart, Your kind note v.as so welcome that it is bad
so late in replying. I meant to write from the boat, but the
packing etc. brought back the penicillin trouble end I nad to dope ~sel

with that antidote all the time, and things seem to have r~shed at me Sil
returning. Still, I must ask you to forgive me, and I can only assure y
that I appreciated your note all the ~ore as things were Rather akward
before I left, not least because I couldn't know what was happening and
there were ceny chances for misunderstanding. ~ talks with you and ob
~arren had made me feel that there v.as work we could do -outside the pu~

economic field, which xis rather beyond me- and so was all the more reac
to ignore certain silly things that had come to ~ kbowledge. Also, I
gladly followed your. advice not to trouble the Director tiJ.l it came to
some discussion of practical arrangements, and it seemed not a little
strange that the only effect of ~ discretion was that things were argue
and settled without ~ being asked any question or given an op ortunity
to have ~ saYI especially as there was so much 'hearsay', the most
prolific source of mischief, in the whole thing. I don't want to drag
you and 1, arren into this, but I am greatly puzzled, as under a. resoluti
of the Board I have a right to come back fUll-time, and it was only to
avoid or reduce the risk of personal issues that I suggested to continu
on a one-term basis.

Are you likely to be coming over this summer? If not, I hope it
is not for reasons of health. If you come, I should much like you to
see some of the younger men on the Left. They are deeply v.orried, and
not without cause. No one sees how the economic situation can be salve
and with a general election due next spring, it is only too likely that
the Government, much against the jUdgment or inclination of some of its
leaders, may drift into making 'capitalistic sabotage' the tneme of
its campaign, which.if successful would inevitable bind them to rush
on with fresh schemes of costly nationalisation. It would also make
political life much more bitter, and on both counts the more extreme
elements viII dominate policy. blready now in spite of continuous
unofficial strikes the Government seems unwilling to risk tak~any

strong line, I heard some publishers talk the other day about postpo­
nin books they meant to publish in spring, the~ fear tne noise of the
campaign vill dro\n everything else.

I v.ill send you separatel" a peprint of the ps choligical article.
At the moment I have for awhile put aside .ork on the international
book to get r~ady a small book on the ideology of tne Communist­
Peasant conflict; little is known about it in tne ~ est, where we have
no peasants, and I have v'ri t ten something about it, from a purely
academic standpoint; now I have been induced to develop this in a
sm 11 book and I have to get the ~. read b~ the end of September,
so I shall be working here all summer. It is "lovel- here, but for
the drought r.hich has alredy killed half our summer crops. I do
hope you will have a pleasant and restful summer, and please~iy

best regards also to Bob ~arren. Always with good wisheS~I~\Vv~-.
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THE LOWER FARM,

KINCSTON BLOUNT.

OXf.Q..E'o
27. v.l.1949

Dear Aydelotte,

Your kind letter deserved a prompt reply and
I ask your pardon; I have been wondering how to deal
with my problem at the Institute and ~aited to let you
know, but I am still undecided. Whatever my needs, I
have also some pride, and I hate rows.

It is all made worse by not kno~ing what
really has happened, for while I know now that ~arle

has been guilty of petty intrigues (Heaven knows ~hy,
for I have never shown him anything but goodwill), I
hFve also the impression that no one puts muCh value
on his opinion, and the decision must hae been taken
only because no one was there to reply on my benalf, ~

I of course was not given a chance to put my case. Th .
is the only thing that surprises me about the Director
that he never sought to speak to me about wnat concernl
me so closely. other difficult is that I could no'
expose the inanity of the complaint agdsnt me as stro~

ly as 1 should because S~ewart and Wcrren, ~hom I like
and who I think would be fair, also have nothing to
sho~ for all those years at the Institute.

I do so little want to trouble 'ou with all
this that I should not have sent you copies of my
letters to the Director if you had not asked for them.
Perhaps because we are closer here to the grave things
that are happening in the world that I find the whole
petty is~ue so sickening. - I am a130 sencling you an
extract from a letter from Gross, to see that I am doi

f 'my best for your protege. And please tell Bill not to
miss Trevelyan's Autobiography, which among other thin
destro s ToJnbee in a fe~ sentencES. I onder ~heth~r
he ill have the courage to ~rite his other volumes.

~~.JJ-.,t....~ till.. ~" ... 'of - ~ .l. 'V.L v.4" c£.......... &.
~...1P" -~.~ '(~11f"'" ~"'l~ ~/'k&fhl.....~~
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Vemo to Professor Cherniss:

Subject: Stipend for Dr. Mi trany

Action taken by the Board of Trustees at their meeting on 1oI8¥ 23, 1946 is
as follows:

It was also understood that Professor loIi trany would receive an
honorarium of 1,200 for each visit of four consecutive weeks which
he is able to make to the Institute during term time and that when
the time comes for him to tllke up permanent residence at the Institute
as a member, a sui table stipend will be provided for him out of the
stipend fund of the School which shall be increased to cover this amount.

In a letter to Dr. loIitrany from JRO, the following arrange.'llent was made: "Instead
of the provision for $1,200 a year for a brief visit for the next three
years, we should be glad to offer you $4,000 provided you would come for
any one of the full semesters before the age of your retirement."

was
In the Faculty loIinutes of April 19, 1949, the following action ill recorded:

"During the present spring term he had been given a grant of $4000
paid from the contingency fund."
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17 May 1949

Dear Mltrany:

I bave just returned to Prlnceton and
find yo~r lotte o~ ny 10. I c~n eusi1y undep~tand

your annoyance at tl vote of the members of tho
rac~ty of 'conomic. I \ :'oh y"'l had se .. ~ r: y
of the letter hich 70u 3ent ~o the lrec+-or, B ~ce

that ou::'d :lRole tc a "'vise 10'.l ':' eo U.llC y.

If d tmtil I do rec ive this letter
of yours t t" e ~lr ctor my a vice ould be ~o ace pt
the .po:ntmcnt for the next acade~ic yA r as offored
in the hc~e and &xpect~ ~on th t it auld be continued.
I a.:;ree ith y01 th 1; the s~ ~at on 1\ bo h unsat:';;f'Rctor;r
and unfli r. on 1;1 e ot: cr nd, I •. ve ~o l'e e:l1 ;:,r • 1Pt
I a:n 00 10 r .-un._o t e Iost':'t'tc •

.,.
,ire and I y oc l.n
in th" uut~ 1. -,.

If' e ar
timEl ne t

o we • 1

o cnunce ~ t
I r or
, to au
in n .is

y

•

,

I Professor a _f U.tr y
LOVier Fa.~:n

Kin II, n lount
OXford, gia d

, ·
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THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY

SCHOOL OF ECONOMICS AND POLITICS

PRINCETON. NEW JERSEY

oy 12, 1949

Dear Director:

Thank you for your letter of the 5th. Of course, I am
disappointed that you and my colleagues do not favor the com­
promise arrangement I suggested. One stipend will not P2¥
the supera."lIIuation annuities till retirement, nor will it give
enough quiet time here for wri ting.

':/hile this is in their hands, I must s2¥ that the reason
for the attitude implied in the last paragraph of your letter
is neither gracious nor accurate. Unlike my colleagues, I was
drawn to the full into the long stress and strain of the war,
yet in spite of that I have never ceased to write and to pub­
lish; and while I do not write easily, my work has given me
an original standing in academic circles both here and in Europe.

(APparently I am now to achieve, having failed to dissuade
the would-be perpetrator, the i:mmortality of a Ph.D. thesis on
my political tbeories.)

I might have let the remark pass, knowing it not to have been
unfriendly on your part, were it not that it confirms something
which has been whispered about wi thin and outside the Institute.

ince coming over this Spring, I have heard from several sources
that one of our colleagues has been s2¥ing precisely this, that
I was not worth hayng because I was not doing any work. To en­
able you to judg'e':.stIggestions for yourself, I am attaching a Note
which puts briefly my whole position. You will see that because
I had a1lr2¥s continued to look upon myself as part of the Ins ti tute
(and because I was unaware of salary cha'lges here) I have at every
point fallen backwards to try to be fair to my connection both in
regard to financial arrangements and to my outside activities.
And I think you will also see that such difficulties as we have
met in our discussions were not altogether of my making. Beyond
this I only want to s2¥ that as long as you are not misinformed,
I am perfectly happy to leave the matter completely in your hands •

.. ith all good wishes for yourself and your work,

The Director
Institute for Advanced Study

David 1li trany
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THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVA CED STUDY
PRINCETON, NEW JERSEY

,

OFFICE OF THE DUlECTOR

Dear -,~~····0::'

6, 1949

SinCG o' last talk, I have disC] sed the probl of
;7Our future relation to e Institute with t.he acult,. 0 the

:001. I bve ~ tit only ri t to explain to th c ell
the re 0 for r openi h ter.

It nCllf a ars that b • 1 9 major! y, tt-e F t,.
of the chaol is lli to reconsid r the q slian. I there­
fore would take two a S I (1) I 1I'Oul "lut in writin th
rro oeal which I lJde to you wh we spoke. te o~ th
pro ion for tor a bri ~ vi it for the n r .ree

&re, 11'8 hould to offer you ,000 provid you uld
c tor any o..e of th, full II est rs before the aue of ur
retir t. (2) It se to y ht to po nt out t t
if you c • to avail yourselL of B inn tio 8I1d c e to

e Institute in 8 n~rl ar r two, it 18 alwa pes ible th t
your 1rOrk 1I1ll establish for JOur colleague t d irabillt,. ot
r~pening probl of tha ~ture. In t t , I personally
shall be glad to r con ider.

it.h lW od wi h,

bert Opp er

Protessor David Mitr ,.
Institute for y; c ,too,.
Pri..,c ton, K. J.
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DAY LETTER

2 May 1949

~David Mitrany
~ care Adam Haske£l

"Tibolholm"
Beaufort, South Carolina

Could yo~ spend Tuesday night tenth or Wednesday eleventh

with us at Waterford? My office will give you

directions for travel. ~IO and one half hours from

New York. Hope very much for quiet time to talk with you

there.

FRAN"lC AYDELOTTE

Chg. R.T.
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(NOTE FOR DR. OPPENHEIMffi)

There were three reasons why I did not return to Princeton as soon as the
war was over. One was personal - my wife was still not well enough to leave
alone when things in Engllmd were so difficult - but of course that was
something which I should have had to deal with in one way or another. A
second reason was professional - many changes and experiments were taking
place in the political and social fields, and there was much to learn from
watching them at close quarters; without becoming part of any movement, I
have been active in this beth in England and on the Continent. The third
reason was the position at the Institute; the financial side I will mention
below, but the immediate question was that of working relations.

uite a few of u.s had diffic ties during the first regime, but I doubt if
anyone was thwarted in his work as I was. I was the first a pointment in the
social science group, at a time when I was visiting at Harvard and had just
been offered an attractive position at Yale; I came here on a clear understand­
ing that I would help to organise the group and carry out a program for it
enthusiastically a proved by Dr. Flexner - but the wole thing was twisted
before it got started. There were no working relations within our group;
and, what "as worse, as an indirect consequence of top policy, personal
relations also were unhealthy. All this, one hoped, would be set right under Dr.
Aydelotte. It was therefore a shock, "hen he asked me in 1946 whether I
' ..as ready to come back, to hear at the same time that he himself "as leaving;
all the more, as only a little earlier during a visit to London I was much
distressed to hear 141". Earle speak in pretty strong le.nguage of Riener and
say that "I can't stand the man and won't have anything to do with himl" I
put all this frankly to Dr. Aydelotte, and we agreed that it would be better
to wait and see who the new director would be and what would then happen to
our particular group; he appreciated that after being through the war, apart
from personal inclinations, one could hardly come to work in such an atmos­
phere - especially in the social field.

Perhaps I should add that I consulted Dr. Aydelotte also ",hen I was offered
the Unilever appointment at the end of 1943. I only consulted t",o other
friends - Mr. Leonard Elmhirst, founder with his wife of the Dartington
Trust, well known here and in England as a sponsor of many social experiments
(like P. E. P. in London and here, and the National Planning Association); and
Mr. Leonard Woolf (husband of Virginia Woolf), perhaps the ablest and most
scholarly intellectual in the Labor Party on the international side. All
three were enthusiastic about this cha.n.ce to see the working of one of the
biggest international concerns from the"\;ide. It was understood from the first
that I would have nothing to do th the business side of the concern and would
remain quite free to carryon my 0\,'0 work and writing - and t.!lis has never in the
slightest been interfered with; I have only been a consultant, as occasion arose,
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on their international problems. On their side they wanted me to feel that
I knew everything that \iSS going on, and arranged from the first that I should
be free to attend, as a matter of right, all the meetings of the Board of
Directors. The experience has been invalue.ble, not least because instead of
thinking at random about "big business" I have been brought into close contact
with a group of people who, as regards intelligence and character and general
sense of responsibility, could well be envied by any institution, public or
private. (The President, Sir Geoffrey Heyworth, apart from other public
charges, ill Chairman of the AdviBory Committee on Scientific Research, which
deals with all public expenditure for scientific research, and that as a Labor
Goverumant appointment).

Throughout these years I have been active with various study groups and
privately in watching or working on what was going on in my field, and have
had a part in a number of groups and conferences. I have also worked with
quite a number of advanced students who came to me or were referred to me by
the Universities. I have never written or worked to put through a particular
policy - but only to study problems and to further a detached approach toward
their solution. To that end in the latter part of the war I organized a
private study group of experts from Central and Eastern Europe to try and
have its problems examined in a detached way - and the results, widely used
at official conferences, were published by the famous English non-political
organization P. E. P. as a volume on "Economic Reconstruction in South-Eastern
Europe" • Because of the important part which relations with America were to
play after the war, I published a volume of four solid (solid in more than
one sense, alast) essays called "American Interpretations". Apart from a
number of ordinary articles, I have published a number of academic essays ­
such as "The International Consequences of Economic Planning" (Yale Review,
as a sequel to one some years ago on "The Political Consequences of Economic
Planning"); "Human Rights and International Organization" (Dutch-Belgian
Review of International Studies, and also a similar version in the review
of the Indian Council for World Affairs); "Functional and Federal International
Organisation" (Journal of the Royal Institute of International Affairs);
"Mental Health and World UnitY" (paper read at the International Congress
on Mental Hygiene, London 1948, where I was the only political scientist
invited to serve on the editorial committee and read a paper, now being
printed); apart from papers for private discussion. In the meantime I have
been working steadily on material for a volume on International Organization
(theoretical, not descriptive); and in between also on additional material
for an enlarged edition for which I am being asked, of an essay published
years ago on "Marx v. the Peasant". The booklet on "A Working Peace System"
has, for something of its kind, had a remarkable circulation. ',.'hat people
think of these essays is not for me to say, but I can say that none of them
ill merely critical or descriptive - but each tries to break new ground. And
whatever one may think of it, my approach has started a school of thought,
and my writings are quoted as such in books of readings published since tre
war (as in that of Prof. Ebenstein, of Princeton, or the recent work of
Prof. Morgenthau, of Chicago).
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Finally, as I said, there was also a financial reason. When I was
Visiting professor at Harvard in 1932-3 and was discussing "-ith Dr.
Fle:xner my coming here, he asked my View about salaries, in general.
I replied urging him not to offer higher salaries than those paid by
the main 1.IDiversities, not t a pear to be ftbuyingft people from else­
where - and also, so that the Institute's attraction Should be the
chance for quiet fork and not high salaries. When he offered me the
appointment he said that we would all get equal salaries (mentioning
Einstein and Weill as likely exceptions because they had lost all their
possessions); and when he urged me to build a house (which I consequently
arranged to do), he said that he had no f s to increase my salary but
that for people like myself who had to start a new life here, t.lJ.ere was
no question of haVing to retire at 65. The first 1.IDdertaking was broken
as soon as it was made. With Dr. Aydelotte's retirement it _s also a
shock to hear that the second also had been ruled against by the Trustees.
Because of my wife's long illness and the salary scale given me here, I
have no property or reserve of any kind whatever; and especially because
when I went to Unilever I refused to take more than what I was getting
here (Dr. Aydelotte had a copy of the formal letter acknowledging this);
and I also insisted lin paying my own expenses though invited to charge
them to the concern. So that all these years, though connected with a
big business concern, in fact I have been getting less than my colleagues
here (since 1943 I have also paid both parts of the superanuation).
One reason was obviously that I took it for granted that I would be
coming back here. It was only when the nature of relations and of means
of living here ap eared so bad, because of old attitudes and new rulin;;s,
that I naturally hesitated.

<[11'

I'.ay 10, 1949
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THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED Sl'JDY

Princeton, New Jersey

Yay 10, 1949.

De:u- Aydelotte:

It is awful to have to leave without seeing you. If I had
known earlier that you llOuld be away, I -..,uld have changed my own
arrangements. As it happens, I shall C!ctually have a day less to spend
here, as I have just heard that we are embarking aboard on Thursday
evening.

I am all the mre sorry, as I should have liked to have
told you privately of my discussions with the Director. Q!fore going
for my little holiday, I suggested to him my COmil'lg for one term each
year till 65, at the present stipend of $4,000. I frankly told him
that I needed that to keep up the payments, which
amount to some $2300 yearly. He said he lIOuld consult the faculty,
and on returning here this weekend he informed me that by a majority
of 4 to 2 those he consulted were against my being promised more than
one visit at that rate of payment. He added that this might be re­
considered if my work seemed to justify, or vrords to that effect.

That of course put my back up, especially as I had heard
that Earle has been sa ring both here and abroad that I was not wanted
because was not doing anything. So I had another very frank talk with
the Director yesterday, in which for the first time I spoke out, and the
talk was quite friendly, and the Director much more outspoken in his
views of Earle than I myself, and I said that in the circumstances I
wwld have to write him a letter, putting my views; therefore leaving it
it to him to make use of it or not if the issue should arise again.

It is really inc~edible that my colleagues should be so mean
as to obstruct an arrangements o~ so a nature; and fantastic that
they should seek to justify their attitude with Slch an argument, when I
am the only one of the five who has done any work at all, and not Without
sane success in academic and general quarters. You may rememberthat when in
1946 you asked me 1lhe·~i.er I was ready to come back, I gave you as one ground
for my hesitation, apart from the fact you yourself were ]e aving, and that
I knew not ..mat would happen to the social sciences here, that Earle on a
visit to lDndon had used such abusive lanb'J.age about Rieffler that I could
not face such a cantankerous atmosphere. The man is really patoological
and someone should check hi'll, for he is doing harm to the Institute. And I
can't understand how decent men like stewart and arren, who must know of
his antics, do not tell him to behave like an adult. It is partly because I
know this would lead to trouble that, as much for Dr. Oppenheimer's sake as
for mine, I refrained from Sl g~esti!1g my coming back on a perne.nent basis;
and the disappearance of the social science program is another reason, thoUgh
I well understand and sympabhize mth the reasons which led the Director to
take such a step.
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p.2.

"nyhow, this is the situation, very unsatisfactory
for me, and I think very unfair to me. I have not pressed the
Director to change his mind, as this 1'IOuld have meant his writing
the faculty.

:.re you likely to be coming over to ""ngland this fall?
In any case, I wish you and Mrs. Aydelotte a very hapny summer, and
I think you again for all your encouragement and good will, and both
of you for your friendly receiptions.

With all good wishes,

Sincerely yours,

D. Mitrany
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THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY

SCHOOL OF ECONOMICS AND POLITICS

PRINCETON, NEW lERSEY

May 3, 1949

Memorandum to Dr. Oppenheimer

From: R. B. Warren

Subject: Dr. Mitrany

1. In principle, I should be unwilling to refuse the
peti tion of a colleague for reconsideration of our arrange­
ments with him.

2. In actuality (as I see it), Dr. Mi trany I s financial
difficulties arise from the fact that he is gainfully employed
only half-tine. Any person on half-time will be in financial
difficulty.

3. It does not seem to me that as yet we have full knowl­
edge of the facts, since no explanation has been offered as to
why, with half his time at his disposal, Dr. I.li trany feels his
sole recourse is to the Institute.

4. Our existin;; proposals never contemplated anything re­
sembling a half-time appointment. They covered two forms of
part-time membership and one form of full-time membership.
It might be feasible to consider converting the full-time member­
ship into a permanent (i.e., 3-year) half-membership. But I do
not know if Dr. Mi trany seeks such a relation.

5. If the solution were a half-membership for 3 years, I
should wish it to prescribe the conditions common to extended
membership.
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Cherniss is in favor of reaffirming the decision as made.

Meritt sees no reason to change the decision as already made; will stand by
it as it is.
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THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY
SCHOOL OF HUMANISTIC STUDIES

PRINCETON, NEW JERSEY

April 29, 1949

Dear Dr. Oppenheimer:

In contrast to the one or two members of the
School thus far consulted, I should be in
favor of rediscussing the Mitrany situation
provided that such a discussion has a chance
of helping him in his obvious difficulties.
I cannot help feeling that the fact that he
becane involved in these difficulties is not
entirely his fault, and that---though I cannot·
presuce to pronounce a professional judgment--­
he deserves perhaps to be looked upon in a
somewhat kindlier spirit. I wonder whether it
might be possible or adVisable to solicit out­
side opinions.

Very sincerely yours

Erwin Panofsky

EP:W
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4/22/49

Dr. A.

I showed the attached to
I4i.trany. He W'is very inter­
ested.

I4i.trany has been laid up,
due to a dose of penicillin;
50 is not able to take his
vacation in Arizona as planned.
However, he is going down to
an island bet....een Savannah and
<liarleston, and will be back
here on ay 6th, sailing for
Eilgland on Hay 13th. And he
very much hopes to see you be­
for he goes.

:M.R.
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THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVA CED STUDY
SCHOOL OF HUMANISTIC STUDIES

PRINCETON, NEW JERSEY

Dear Professor ':t trany,

eay I ask for :rour kind help in behalf of my friend ss

Apri 1 13, 1949.

rie S.

-

•

¥ijckerhe1d Bisdom ? She has her degrees in law rom Leyden University and

has become a specialist in the field of social welfare. After miny ears of

fruitful work as well in Holland as in Indonssia, she was appointed in 1946

by our Government to act as principal advissr for social affairs in ~~e State

of East Indonesia. This State ie an extensive archipelago with a population

of about ten million inhabitants. She has already done sOl!!f3 splendid work

there, arousing the women out of heir usual state of passivi ty and bringing

them to more social activities. She is constantly planning for more and better

ways to increase the social welfare and social ndedness of the very hetero-

gsneous population.

As her leave of absence will be due in the near future she is considering

now in which ways she might be able to spend her time, and it seems to her

that ths oet profitable way of all might be a visit to the United States

where so miny possibilities exist for study and research in her special field

(brin ing social know-how into so-ea1 ed backward regions).

You would oblige me greatly Df you wouM be so Jd.nd to give me some advise

in this mittsr, as I donlt know where she ought to app1 for inforne.tions.

I was ver sorry not to have bad an opportunity to lIlget Professor Emerson when

I was in Harvard last week, so that I could have talked this over with him.

But perhaps you would kindly present this case to him ?

Thanking you in advance, I remiin,

~A.d~ /4.' very sincerely yours,

~ //t0t j}~~ 10, ~fj~.
htt~~~

/

~~-~~.
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COpy

New College,
Oxford.

10th March, 1949.

Dear Mr. Mitrany,

I find it hard to believe that another term hae

gone by alrea<4r. but here I am planning to get the bulk

of IIW B .J.!. research out of the way by spending all six

Tleeke of the vacation in :London.

First of all, let me tell you that "our" thesis

eubject has been approved, and I am now an Advanced Student

officially. I have begun working in Haneard and the Timee

and have written about eix thousand worde.

I would very much appreciate the chance to dis CUBe

it all with you in person.....

(Signed) REUBEN GROSS.
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,..ch 1. 1949.

ar trany-r

I think this article of y"UTs on Christianity

in ternational relations is a noteworthy prod\\ction.

and I intend get hr-ld of the Hibbert Journal for

January 1945, in whic I und9rstand it 1I8S print I

think you 0 \~t, to have s cure S" l"('prints, and if

it ill not too late. I aug!! at that you do so still. I

know ~here are a great man:T ople to Eorn I should like

to send it. JIy seoretary and I agree that this repre­

sents quite acourately the position of the Hioksite

Q.lakers.

Yours sincerely,

Profeasor David yitrany
Institute for Advanced Stu~

Princeton, New J~rsey

Director's Office: Faculty Files: Box 24: Mitrany, David 1947-1949  
From the Shelby White and Leon Levy Archives Center, Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, NJ, USA



-1-

THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY

PRINCETON, NEW JERSE.Y

WED~~SDAY, MARCH 23, 1949

Dr. David Vitrany

will speak on

H1Jl,IAN RIGHTS AND INTER! ATIONAL ORGANIZATION

at 8 p.m.

in tile Common Room of the Insti tute

1~ .
Director's Office: Faculty Files: Box 24: Mitrany, David 1947-1949  
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February 22, 1949

•
To I Mlss TriDtarud
From I Jrrs. 1AIU'7
SUbjectl Dr. Jlitra1lT's graDt tor 19LB-1949

1'be $2800. "lance of' Dr. I1traur' 8 19LB-1949 graDt, not covered by
the special apPNP11atlan tor him in the cUJTeDt budget, should be charged to
the Continput Fund.

•
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F bruary 7, 1949
•

Th Has3&u Club
Princeton, N. Jers 7

ntl

e • our m be s, Prof_ Bor David !.lit::- 7, would
like to h :va a tempora.-y net! p in e NA3SBU _ub fer the
months 0 February, ch d April of this yo • It ould be
greatly appreci ted it Pret s or' traIly could be civen macbership
for those mont •

Youra sincorel:l,

• • John D. Leary,
Aide-to-t a-Director

Director's Office: Faculty Files: Box 24: Mitrany, David 1947-1949  
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Dear Dr. lI1trlll\Tl

I am sorry to have to write at this late date that it has been
necessary to give the apartment held for you to someone .else. One of our
visiting professors has been quite ill; it has been 1I!Ipossible to f1n1 lIl\T
other apartment on ODe floor within easy distance tie the Institute.

But I think: _ have a good chance of getting another one for
you about lIbich I believe 70U knaw - a garage apartment at 25 Haslet Avenue
lIbich Miss Virginia Grace has had for so ti • She is leaving Januarr 25th;
Professor Duckworth, llbo CIIIDS the apartment, has not yet rented it. He is
reluctant to let it go for only a f_ months, but I feel sure that TOU can
make an arrangement with him. It Yould be Yise to telepbene or write to
h1lII 1lIIIIled1ate],y upon ;your arrival in ewr York. e have tried to get the apart­
ment for you, but he apparent],y does not wish to do it indirect],y.

The. apartment is small - a living-bedroom, bath, hall, good
closet space; but it is comfortable and cOm'enlent. Light cooking is allowed;
there is only a hot-plate arrangement. Car space is avnllable it TOU wish it.

In the meantime we are holding a room at the Inn just in C!l8e
this does not York out. I regret T8r7 lJIllch upsetting TOur plans but I think:
the Duck1rorth apartment is quite as good as the other. I am sending a cOPT
of this letter to the Cunard Line in ew York and to the address yau gave me
in cambridl;e. I think: it would be well1l'Orth while to tele;:lhone Professor
Duckworth (Princeton 1371 ); or, it you prefer, telephone me am I shall
tell you more about it.

Yours sincere],y,

(Jirs. John D. Lear,y)
Aide to the Director

Dr. David lI1trlUV"
nn"'ston Blount
Oxford, England

Director's Office: Faculty Files: Box 24: Mitrany, David 1947-1949  
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OFFICE OF nm DIUC'T'Qa

THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY
PRINCETON, NEW JERSEY v

November 24, 1948

Dear Dr. W.trllllT:

Since your last letter I have made a n be inqui.r1.es concerning
the possibilitT of TOur offering the lectures TOU s11gj!:psjted at the UniversitT.
Apparentl;r this is a difficult IIl&tter to arrange s a series of lectures
for credit is concerned.

The facultT of the School of Ec s and Poll ics at the Institute
has expressed great interest in having T lecture on the ~ubject ;you
describe as the "sociological basis of t e on between Communism and
Peasantism in eastern Europe". One ~si13 t would be to give a lecture on
this sUbject at the Social Science l1m!e n:\; new llbrary building at the
UniversitT, making it a joint mee be n bers of the Institute and
the faculty and graduate students 0 the ersity. While this suggestion
may not meet what you had in mind am sit would prove of great interest
to Ilhe oup here.

e have ren .oai:'tment temporar1l;r so there is no need to
worry about the finanei Fr the middle of Januar;y we are holding a
small, one-bedroom apartmtlWlN= ~ell Lane for ;you. Should you decide not
to use it we would wish to as soon as possible; otherwise it will be
rea~ for ;you.

Yours sincerely,

(Krs. John D. Leary)
Aide to the Director

Professor David IlitraJlT
The Lower Farm
Iingston ount
Qrlord, England

~0P71 Professor Stewart
Professor Earle

Director's Office: Faculty Files: Box 24: Mitrany, David 1947-1949  
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From Prof. loIitrany's letter 10/18/48:

2.

Some twenty years ago I published an essay "Marx v. The Peasant (in
London Essays in Economics in Honour of Edwin Cannan, ed. Dalton and
Gregory) in which I analyzed the sociological basis of the division
between Communism and Peasantism in eastern Europe. To TIV knowledge
it is the only attempt to work out systematically the roots of tbat
division, am I am preparing to re-issue that essay (the volume is
out of print) with a new section bringing some of the traits up-to-date.
I could give one general lecture on that, with possibly some additional
discussion in a seminar.

I am ....orking on a volume in International Organisation in which I am
trying to break away from the more usual political or legalistic ap­
proach. Neither aspect can be neglected, but I am trying to examine
them and the general problems of international development rather
from a sociological standpoint - not so much the forms as the ends
and purpose of a wider political evolution, and in that light to see
what Sovereignty, Nationality, etc., mean, and what ....e can do about
such things as Human Rights, etc. I could give a short course on
this, not less than four and preferably six lectures, for advanced
students working in this field, once a week.

They might be arranged something like this:
1. Introductory
2. Nationality and Nationalism
3. Sovereignty
4. Principles and Problems of international organisation
5. Human Rights.

One could add quite a few other things, like Security, Voting, etc., etc.,
but I am anxious to discuss a general approach and certain basic issues
rather than technicalities.

NOTE: ~l) was suggested as best possibility in writing Dr. Mitranyj
to be made a joint meeting of Institute and graduate students.
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1. Some twenty years ago I published an essay '~arx v. the
Pm sant (in 'London -"'ssa s :!tin Economics in Honour of .ll.dwin
Cannan', ed. Dalton and uregory) in which I analyzed the socime­
gical basis of the~ivision bertween Communism and Peasantism in
eastern Europe. To my knowledge it is the only at tempt to work
X2SXtx out systematically thE roots of that division, and I am
preparing to re-issue that essay (the volume is out of print)
with a new section bringing some of the traits up-to-date.
I could give one general lecture on that, with possibly some
additional discussion in a seminar.

2. I am Toorking on a volume on International Organisation
in which I am trying to break away from the more usual political
or legalistic approach. either aspect can be neglected, but
I am trying to examine them and the general problema of inter-
national development rather from a sociological standpoint

- not so much the forms as the ends add purpose of a wider
political evolution, and in that light to see what Sovereignt ,
Nationality, etc, mean, ad what we can do about such things
as Human Rights etc. I ~ould give a short course on
this, not less than four and preferably six lectur~ for advance,
students working in this field, once a week.

They might be arranged something like tnis:

1. Introductory
2. ationality and ationalism
3. Sovereignty
4.& 5. Principles and Problems of

international organisation.
6. Human Rights.

One could add quite a few other things, like Security, Voting,
etc. etc., but I am anxious to discuss a general approach and
certain basic issues rather than technicalities. ~

"l~·
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TIlE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY

PRINCETON, NEW JEllSEY

October 29, 1948

Professor Earle:

.ould you please give me your opuu.on
on Dr. ~trany's suggestion about lectur~ng at
Princeton.

item might
University
arranged.

Professor stewart thinks the first
be arranged, pref'erably as a joint Institute ­
project. e thinks the seco:xl not so easily

t<...-'--'1 ~......

p~ -<: ....~

. j •
,. ..... r' • /..L... ~
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THE LOWER FARM,

KINGSTON BLOUNT.

OXFORD.

18.U.1948

Dear rs Leary,

lour kind letter of Oct. 8 came on
Saturday and I must say we ~ere glad to
have it. We have been both so distressed
at all the trouble we have caused you, and
to others (especially the people making my
travelling arrangements, who have kept eno~

reeervations to last me all my life); and I
am= all th~ateful foux your friendly
spirit. There just isn't anything more I
can say - the private problem, as I f~ed,

got quickly complicated with public duties,
and after speaking to the Director and maki
one final effort it was clear to me that
from the point of view of work tnere was Ii
tIe sense in coming so late. I have alrea
asked for passage on the '~ueen Mary' Jan.l­
ae ehe eeeme about the only boat available
about that time.

If our University friende are interes
ted I would be glad to give a few lectures,
on the linee of the encloeed suggestions. I
venture to trouble you with thie, firet,
because I do not know wbether Professor
Whitton or someone else is in charge, and
also becaase I would naturally want the
Director to know of tnis before you pass on
the suggestion. Do you mind?

Again with my apologies and gratitude
for all your kindness,

),{rs John Leary
Sin~ly yours

-.6 -'1.-", e

Director's Office: Faculty Files: Box 24: Mitrany, David 1947-1949  
From the Shelby White and Leon Levy Archives Center, Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, NJ, USA



· ..
~--{ - ~,

/ '~\,U.N<.-r. 1,,-r V"'-" <..~ """'--0- to
il<otr111- '''t1....,J.,~ cvl-a.f ~l- (•...€~ - ~

(,.J.. 'U{YU: "" ~'- ~ I ~.,.e>~ ...­

d""'~-l'"'1~'.....u-.-..d:-':;-;~' \~
.if~I~J .• ~\.--fl~

\,,~~ ~

Director's Office: Faculty Files: Box 24: Mitrany, David 1947-1949  
From the Shelby White and Leon Levy Archives Center, Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, NJ, USA



THE LOWER FARM,

KINCSTON BLOUNT.

OXFORD.
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ESTERNC1.Ass OF SEllVlCB W 1201 SYMBOLS

- DL-o.,LntuThis is • full-rare
Tclqram Of Cable·

UNI ON
NL-NIII)u Laury;:.,m unless its de-

erred chaneter is in- LC-Dd"cncd Cable
cbcarcd by • $Uitable

NLT-Cahlc N,p.~ wwtvrnboJ .btn.·e Of P1'e-
ceding the .ddreu. .JOSEPH L.- EGAN

~~. /
I"R~~'C~NT

Tbe flliDl lime UlOWII: U1 the dati! line 00 WqnlDi.! aad day IEtan IS STA...'l'DARD TIME at pom&. 01 0J'1&lD. TUne of lete.Ipt IS STA.~ARD TlMEat poUlt.r" destinaUCln

PA228
P.CDU46, INTL=CD LONDON VIA COMMERCIAL 29 16=
·NLT MRS JOHN LEARY=

INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY PRINCETON (NJER):

:HAVE ~AD TO PUT OFF TR! P FOR SER I OUS PERSONAL REASONS FORGI VE

E TE~~IBLE INCONVENIENCE .. US~ BE CAUSING ~OU ~RITI G=
:MITRANY=.

•

Till:; l,.;O:\IP"",,\' "iLL APPRI::('U.TE tl1.·GG~"IOX9}'nO:\1 ITS p."Tno:",s CO:,\t;I:.R'I:'\v IT:3 SJ::nVICE
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UtCemorandum
To llr.s. t.e heoo _ _ Date .J,;!,l?1/!l§ _ _ .

Mrs. Leary
FroIn. _ _ _ _Re..!.TQf~ ..M?,~r~ _ _ .

I am not sure that you have this arrival information: He is to sail from

England on Jan. llth on the een l!ary. Should be here 18th or 19th, I

judge.

Hold garage apartnent from mid-January for him. Did you rent it temporarily

to the Prof. 'argrasche I told yot: about?
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THE LOWER FARM.

KINGSTON BLOUNT.

OXFORD.
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THE r STITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY
PRINCETON, NEW JERSEY

I'

OFFICE OF nt£ Dl1£CI"O&
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aefinitely about C<mLLD,g a fortn
which was on Sept. 6th.
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!Ugullt. ,1948

Air :&5i1.

c. r Dr.

It t.tll II

h • e. a

t.18ny:

rit.a t ut. t,e ell
do ok it. is OLe f"
aka ycur II comfort.L

lit •• pr ent..
e moe~ .ttl ct.iva
a.

~e teLt i d5. a month - including
01 e ui ent., ut.'litiee aDG he t.

y for e
t.o r've
nt )'ou 0"

of August. but. I un er t ad
out .e t bel 3 tho If t ale ,a

ke t.o h va in t e ant'.,

Your eincerely,

1 • .TOlJn • L t)
Ai e t ~ e I:irector

Dr. Layl
T • La
I: II .. torJ
O,d orl.,'

Co
• - Do you notify Business Office on rents of these

apart.~ents t.hat differ from regutar Project houses?
If not I could send them copies of ~ letters.
'Ar. Bradley set this rate •

•
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e:5tCemorandum
To ~.r..~ ~r..s.~.~Y. _ DatL ?I?/~ .

Urs. Leary 58 Maxwell Lane
From Re .

RUSH: I would like to write Prof. Iii trany rent on above apartment for

first term. Will you check on just vmal; it "as lest year for +r
Kahn - I mean with additions of furnishings, heal;, etc. They are

both in same School; I do not think ..e can make too mucn of a

jump. Suggesl; 80. "ith all the fixings - including heat and

utilities. But phone me - or let me know.

it "ith Kahn's rent.

I wsnt ~are
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Kingston Blount
Oxford

20. IV.1948

Dear Dr Oppenheimer,

As the Institute's term is nearing its end I ventured
today to send you A cable to confirm t~at as far as I am con­
cerned I am making arrangements to spenn the whole ~X of the
fall term in Princeton, if tae Institute still wants me to
do so. You sent me sometime ago a friendly cable to tnat
effect, but I know tnat there are many things and rte~~s~to

consider; in fairness to the people aere and also of,personal
problems I had to take some steps now, but I wish to make it
clear that I took your able to be what it was, a word of
general agree ent with my plan, and nothing more. Perhaps
the Institute's program has now been sufficiently settled to
enable you to tell me sometning more definite in the near
future.

On the whole I think I did ri~ht not to come in the
spring. I had a feeling that many tcings were about to come
to a head here, things involving notw'ely immediate policy
but great political trends, and as a close observer I think
I have seen things which will a~d something to my experience.
For the same reason I am going early in ~~ to atten~the

widely heralded European federation congress at the Hague.
During the summer there will be held in London an important
international congress on 'Mental Health', in an attempt to
take it out of the rea1,..o patHological medicine, and I have
been asked to be a member of tne small preparatory commission,
which will edit a~the p~s, and to read on the opening day
of the congress one of the two papers' on 'worla citizenship
and group relations'. That means that I shall be here
throughout the Bummer, but as soon as I hear from you I will
book passage so as to be in Princeton for t.Je openinij of terJI •

. ith all good wishes,
Sincerely
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DOMESTIC SERVIC WE § T E·R N INTERNATIONA SERViCE

Check the claaB of 8eTVieedeaired; 120G Check the elu8 01eerricedmi.red;
otherwise thia m_ee."ill be olbenriae thi.I m-ee will be
aentu .. lull rate t.elecram MDtat th.e lull rate

fUll RATE SERIIJ. U N I ON FlJLL DEFERREDTELEGRAM Rm

~tY NIGHT NIGHT
LETTER LETTER / JOSEPH L. EGAN. PAEelCENT

~OOE LETTER I/'
NO. WDS.-cL.OFSVC. PD.ORCOLL CASH NO. CHARGE TO THE ACCOUNT OF TIME nLED

LONDON VIA COMMERCIAL

NLT MRS. JOHN LEARY
INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED !1lUDY
PRINCETON

COP Y SEPTEMBER 16, 1948
PM 10:25

HAVE HAD TO PUT OFF TRIP FOR SERIOUS PERSONAL REASONS FORGIVE ME TERRIBLE

INCONVENIENCE MUST BE CAUSING YOU WRITING.

COPY; Miss Horton
. Mrs. Russell

/
MITRANY

A NEW
CURTIS

SE"VI CE

TolOll1lph ,our ....... far "-rIca'. fevarlle .....pzlnos-Hou.AY. 1 ,..•• $5 • tho
Post. 1 ,..•• 55 • LADla· HOMO: JOURNAL, 1 ,..•• $3. All prJ... U. 50 onl,. N. cherae
far wire...., W-... Unl... dot'k far subscription or when billed by publisher.
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DOMESTIC SeRVICE

WE § T E R N INTERNAT ONAl SERVICE

Check tbe cl..MII of.ervi~dt::llired ; 1:!O1l Cbee,k the cIa. ofeen-i~desired;
oth~tlliam-ee.iUbe otheniiae this measce will be

sent u • f uti "' t.e tdeenun sentallhefull rate

FULL RATE SERIAL U N I 0 N FULL DEFERREDTEl.£GRAM RATE

DAY NIGHT NIGHT
"'\lETTER UffiER I' .JOSEF"H L. E:GAN. PRC.IDENT

L..{0DE LETTER I'

NO. WOS.-CL OF stC. PD.ORCOlL C}.SH NO. CHARGE TO THE ACCOUNT OF nME FilED

CABIEGRAM
May 6, 1948

Professor David M:i.trany
Kingston Blount
Oxford, England

Can make $4000 available to enable you to spend Fall Term 1948
at Institute.

Robert Oppenheimer

Copy to: Mrs. Leary
irof'. Stewart
Miss Trinterud

A NEW
CURTIS

SERVICE '

Telegraph your order for America's favorite magazines-HoUDAY, 1 yr., $5 • the
Post,1 yr., 55 • LADIES· HOME JOURNAL, 1 yr., 53. All prices U. S. only. No charge
for wire. Pay Western Union clerk for subscription or when bmed by publisher.

Publish....m. on subscriber's
r~est. refund full amOUflI
paid fOf' copies not previously
mailed. Prices subl~1 to

change without noUce.
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DOMESTIC SERVICE W E S T E R N INTERNATIONAL SERVICE

Cheak the cl.as! of service dCl!ired ;
'200

Check the clmots olllen>ioe desired i
otherwise t.hls me.ssage will be otherwise this tne.ss&ge will be
seotu Do full rate tele&:nl1n eentat. the full rate

FULL RATE
SERIA.L U N I 0 N FULL

DEFERREDTELEGRAM RA.TE

...;:t~ER
NIGHT \ NIGHT
LEiTER I,... JOSEF'H L. EGAN. PRESIDENT

...fODE lElTER r
flO. WDS.·CL OF SVC. PD. OR COlL. CASH NO. CHARGE TO THE ACCOUNT OF TIME Fll£D

.
Stnd thtfolloll'ing mt.UO&"t. subject to tht umu 0" back ht,tof, II'hlch U,t hueby u1l'ttd 10

&ViUlOII3l..e t Q to

,

1949

Telegraph your o.der for Amer~ca's favorite magaz;nes-MOUDAY. 1 yr., £5 • the
Post, 1 yra, $5 • LADIES' HOME JOURNAL, 1 yra, 53. All prices U.S'- ;;'nly. No charge
for wire. Pay Western Union clerk for subscription or when bHled by publisher.

Publisherwill. on lubscriber's
raquost, refund full amount
paid for t~les not previousl)'
mailed. Prices subject to

change without noUee.
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DOMESTIC SE-RVICE

WE § T E R N INTERHAT ONAl SERVICE

Check the claM ofsuvice dee:ired; ,"'" Cbeek the clue of eervioe desif'ed;
otbv-lII_ tllia tnel!lSaCe will be othenriee thia meBS:l.;:e will be

sent. .. a fulln.le t.eleeram .entat the full rate

FUll RATE
SERIAl. U N I 0 N FULL

DEFERREDTELEGRAM RATE

DAY NlGHO NIGHT
LETTER lEtrTER / JOSEPH ~ eGAN. ""II:.'D~N'"

~ODE lETTER /

NO. WOS.oCL OF S~C. PD.ORCOlL CASH NO. CHARGe TO THE ACCOUNT OF nME FILED.

London. England
April 21. 1948

To: Dr. J. R. Oppellhe r

SUbject

fall t

...,.....lIllent, making arrang ants pend fUll

at Institute.

tran;r

A NEW
CURTIS

SERVICE

Cop;r to: Professor Stewart .,,/
55 Trinterud

Telegraph your order for America's favorite magazines-HoUDAY, 1 yr., 55 • the
Post, 1 yr., $5 • LADIES' HOME JOURNA~ 1 yr., 53. All prices U. S. only. No charge
for wire. Pay Western Union clerk for subscription or when billed by publisher.

Publlsller wlll. on wbsuiber's
rNiesl. refund full amount
paid fot copies not p;revictus!y
1l'll1I1id. Prices IUbjlld til

chan9' without nolie'.
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BY ORDINARY M 1948

.! . LONDON :<'. f.1 .

_ _ _ _...P..r... :fr.!1~ y'.g~ J.9t..t~.........

80 B~ttle Road

_ _ P.RI_.l._E.TQN ~c~J: .•.......

u. s.- .

-~._-------------_._-----
..- Sttond fold tliPre ---+ ii'

.1:
•,
"~
~

~
i
l ;.

1 +i>
otl
i::

l': cil
It ~ r!"'. til <l>

~
~ ..... s::

~ ~ ~ 'r'" ..;l~

"0
~ It ,;"0 d><0

"0 od ~ l'io
c: lEI 0
<0 ..... .,

G-io~

'" > q ><:E 01 ..... q<0

9 ~c:
-~
~

'""0
c:

'"Vl

Director's Office: Faculty Files: Box 24: Mitrany, David 1947-1949  
From the Shelby White and Leon Levy Archives Center, Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, NJ, USA



Kingston Blount
Oxford.

20. IV.1948

Dear ydelotte,

I suddenly realized that you are near the end of the
Institute term and that you all may be flitting away. I nave
therefore taken the liberty of sending Oppenheimer a cable
confirming that I still intend to come over for the whole of
the fall term, and I have also written him by the same mail
as this. He had indeed send me sometime ago a friendly cable,
but I nave heard nothing since, and I am rather in the embarasshg
position of having to ask whteher they really want me to come
or not. I am rather urning my boats here, but I would quite
understand if for some reason or other the arrangement wich
two years ago you had passed by the trustees, that I could come
back on a suitable stipend, may no longer be practic~ble. Needs
and p08sibilities change, and the change of director also may
entail a change of policy. So please be assured that my pre ,ent
cables and letters are merely a request for some definite infor­
mation, so that I may not get myself in too great a mess, especia~

as regards finance.

This spring has been indeed eventful nere and I think
I learnt a lot from staying ~ere and gained some additional
insight for the writing I want to do. I have worked very hard
and published ITarious papers and taken part in various conferen­
ces, and refused many others. In a fortnight I am going to
Holland just as an observer to the grand congress of E ropean
federalists, where Chur~ll will be the chief attraction. t
has already produced a split in tne progressive forces in the
i7est, as Labor and Socialists are boycotting tue congrefs and
will "nnounce a policy of their own. In the surr~ere I am going
to give quite a bit of time to the In~ernational congress on
Mental Health, and am going to read one of the two papers on the
oRening day on 'world citizenship and group relations'. The
strangest interlude was a cable three weeks ago from the Burmese
Minister of Planning asking me to comm out for three years as
adviser and to name my own fioure - very flattering, but I want
rather to stay put and collect my ideas.

lways

What have you b~en doing?
well anu enjoying your new home.
With my thnaks for your friendly
good wishes for yourself and .irs

I hope in any case you are all
~ren't you coming over at all?

interest in my plans and all
..ydelotte and 3111

sincerely yours

~
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y 24. ~948

Dear tl'lUlY'l

Are the Brrallg1mllnts as f1na~ agreed upon by the

Departl;lent and D1reotol:' satisfaotory to you? I wr;y IlIIlCh

hope so. and I should be glad if you lIOud ~ IIIfl kno1r

about when you expect to arrive in this country. I don't kno1r

where you FlaD to UTII. but ... shoul.d be delighted to haft you

COIllfl d1rectl;r to our haws for a f.. da)'B until you are able

to look around. We return f'l'om the countl'7 about the middle

of September. IDoldng fo~ with great p:LeaBure to haT'..ng

•

you he~ again. I BIll

Prot. David IIitraiJ,T
lt1ngaton lount
Oxford. UJID

Yours sincerely.

Frank Aydelotte

•
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April 22, 1948

Professor David itrany
,(lngston Blount
Oxrord, gland

Dear 'itrany:

I received your cablegram and as ten to say that I

am doin w at I cnn Itu Oppenheimer ana • th the School

of Economics. I think the real roblero 13 ,1th t

Economists, 1 have not wri t n you earlier because,

though 1 nave devoted a ot f t~o to our problem. I

have not yet been aole to b t any kind of efinlto coo-

clusion•• ee eS3 to say, I ~ doin~ everyt~inb t at !

can in your ravor.

Your incerely,

FrllIlil: Aydelotte
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'''LETmI """"" ACCOUNTING INFORMATION- ""~

UNION""'" w= .
'''''' ""'"<£mil <£mil
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......: ....... UIot_wl:I ... . A "" 'llVILLlA",S
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&nd the following tJegram,wbjed 10 the lemu on ba~ kf'eof. which are hereby ogreeJ 10
FOR VICTORY

BUY
WAR BONDS

LONDON ENGLAND APRIL 21, 1948 TODAY

DR. FRANK AYDELOTTE
INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY
PRINCETON, N~ JERSEY

CABLING.OPPENHEIMER CONFIR ING ISH SPEND FULL ?ALL TERM AT

INSTITUi'E BUT 'OULD NEED SOME SUITABLE FINANCIAL ARRANGEMENT.

SORRY TROUBLE YOU. THANKS

Rec'd 9:30 a.m. MITRANI
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Pro. letter of Dlrector, March 21, 1947:

vProfe .or D Tid Mlt who 18 a p rlI&I1.nt ...bar f tha School
of cono le. Poli ic. of the In.titut. f?r T cad Stndy
arrha in Prineet n on J 1 31, 1947 II an ual Thlt.

1 the p.riof of hl. r •• idenee hara. Dr. M1tr 7 reeeiTed
are•• reh .tipand of 200. i. Iti end I CiT.n to Dr. itranr
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Charge to the account of

Send Ihe/ollounng telegram. subJect 10 the lenn, on bac4: hcreof. ~h1ch are hereby agreed to

IJEl'"E.RRW l;ABLE
December 24. 1947

Professor David Kitrany
Lower ~'arm

Kingston Blount
Oxford. ~ngland

e shall all be glad to have you with us whenever
it is convenient for you. Shall expect you next autumn.

Robert OpJenheimer

~harge; Institute
~opy tpBrofessor ~tewart
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ecember 24, 1947

Professor David itrany
Kingston Blount
Oxford, -llDlarul

Dear i itr ny:

~ v~ J t received your air il letter and at
the 8=0 tim heard .from Oppenhe or about your cablegram
to him. lie is sandAl ou a reply by catle to Bay t t
next _all ~_l be equally aatiafacto17 so far as the
Inati"ut 5 concerned. I hav een_very Luoh 1nter~ ted
in our 1 n tar progI' an • vo ieu to _ot a e
arrl'L. __ts de lor it. You wi 1 be ...1 d to OIY LL t
Oppe ~ r is vor B p t ~t1c 1th views. have
not .ct ccceded in bettinG scr_OUB consi eration of
t em~. "e 3c eol of hcoue c a~ I shall continue my
errOl to ~. t t dA eot:'on a Boon as I l'ettl'n from a lil;tle
holi n 1 1'100. om Borry the 110le usinoss has
been yolo ~d but I s~p.os t t .a~ inevitable in view
of t c c_muge in th Directors p at tue Institute and I
alwa s .~V to remember l.hat I at: no lcn,:or in co and •

• j t. aI' I at l' ar s for· t e eu Year, I am

Yo 1'5 sincerely,

rank Aydelotte

•
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London, England
December 16, 1947

J. R. 0 p;>enheimer

Would it be agreeable to you if I came for Yall term
instead of through Karch.

Copy to Professor S t;ewart V"
< JCf'---t- 1 • ....,/
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Charge 10 the

Send the/olloWln, lJegram~suhJect I" the lemu on 60,* hereof. w/tlclt ore here/,y agreed 10

1)E..l' !!.!llilill t-ABL~
December 24, 1947

Professor vavid Mitrany
Lower i'arm
Kingston Blount
Oxford, England

We shall all be glad to have you with us whenever
it is convenient for you. Shall expect you next autumn.

• Robert Oppenheimer

Gharge; Institute
Gopy tpBrofessor btewart
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A. N. WILLIAMS
PRESICE""""

London, England
December 16, 1947

J. R. 0 ppenheimer

Would it be agreeable to you if I came for .to'all term
instead of through March.

Mitrany

Copy to Professor Stewart

c-!:;:c"

T ""E FILE.;:)
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COPY
THE LOWER FARM

Kingston Blount
Oxford

Dear Aydelotte:

Your kind letter of the 14th came today. I knew
that I could leave things in your hands and apart fram any
appearance of discourtesy to Dr. Oppenheimer I am quite content
to let things go as you decide. In fact I am, as I said, more than
grateful to you for acting on my behalf when circumstances would
have made it difficult for me to speak directly to Dr. Oppenheimer.

I wonder how things over here look from your end.
I wrote you a while ago that I feared things in France would get
shaky and the new Russian has merely speeded up the pace.
There is a real revolutionary situation and a struggle for power,
not a difference over a problem, and as always in such situations
the moderates .ill get crushed in the battle of the extremes.
Here is all far from that, but I don't like the mood of things.
Priestley's article in the N.Y.T. Magazine was plumb silly -
wlth his assertion that there is among the workers 8S fine a spirit
as after DuDkerque; that is the real problem, that the labor leaders
can't get any spark up to light their leadership into a movement,
whatever the • Especially among the younger workers who
have not yet sensed the tradition of craftsmanship. There is a
devil-may-care attitude against which even the trade uni n leaders
are helpless; and the government itself is helpless in the face of
the trade union movement. No legislation can affect that and it
is not pleasant to witness, especially for someone to whom the
spirit of fair play and civic sense was the fairest thing in
English life. Much better face that fact and work frankly to
mitigate it, than pretend that's all fine among the workers and that
difficulties are due to ill will or even sabotage among the moneyed
people. For the only effect of such arguments is to justify the

'back-bench' minority who clamour for 'more left, more left' ­
which is the last thing the government wants to do. I am watching
quietly and as much as possible as a detached (if not unaffected)
spectator.

We have had a wonderful summer and fall - sunshine
all the way. Result: no grass anywhere, little milk (the extras
allowed to old people and invalids has just been cut), and a loss of
many crops. Vhen we do get a fine season it turns out 'a curse in
disguise' - and the Labour government certainly has had the worst of
luck with last winter and this fall.

I hope you and Mrs. Aydelotte are enjoying your new house.
With all good wishes and my renewed thanks,

Always yours sincerely,

D. MITRANY
I thought this article would interest you.
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THE 1NS1111ITE FOR ADVANCED STIJDY

PRINCETON", NEW JERSEY

October 24, 1947

Dear alter:

Your memorandum of the 23rd to Frank

Aydelotte concerning 'itrany is an exact statement

of my point of view.

Do you think a copy ought to be sent

to Oppenheimer, or is this something which

Aydelotte will take up with him in the normal

course of events?

Edward '. Earle
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THE INSTITUTE FOR 'ADV ANCED STUDY

SCHOOL OF ECONOMICS AND POLITICS

October 23. 1947

To: Dr. Frank Aydelotte

From: W. W. Ste",art 'UfU'J
Subject: Arrangements concerning Dr. /.Iitrany

In your memorandum to me of October 6, you set forth the
action of the Trustees concerning Dr. Mitrany and suggested a
meeting of the School of Economics and Politics to consider the
kind of invitation we should extend to him.

I have now had two conversations with Professor Earle. and
Warren and I have discussed the matter in some detail. In present
circumstances this seems to be the nearest substitute we can offer
for a meeting of our School.

Based U90n the action of the Trustees in ~lay 1946, the follo~
ing points are clear:

1. To vacate l·!itrany' s professorship in the School of
Economics and Politics sO that his chair ma¥ be filled
by another scholar.

2. To appoint Uitrany to permanent membership in the Insti­
tute until his retirement age at 65.

3. Mitrany to receive an honorarium of $1,200 for each visit
of four consecutive >reeks which he is able to make to the
Institute during term time.

4. When the time comes for him to take U9 permanent residence
at the Institute as a member, a suitable stipend will be
provided for him out of the stipend fund of the School
which shall be increased to cover this amount.

Earle, Warren and I feel that the present academic year is not
an appropriate time for him to begin a permanent residence at the
Institute. Unless a separate and suitable office can be provided
for him, we doubt whether l-1itrany would find the Institute an effec­
tive place to work. We recommend that for the present academic year
we carry out the arrangement set forth in Point #'3: i.e., $1,200 for
a visi t of four consecutive weeks during term time. Even under such
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October 23, 1947

an arrangement, space wuld need to be found for him or he should
be given advance notice as to what office accommodations he can
expect.

Mitrany' 9 visit last year t:lay not provide a basis for judging
how valuable subsequent visits for a period of a month may be. It
was .Iitrany' s first return to this country after the outbreak of the
war, and quite naturally there were many people outside of Princeton
he wanted to see and many ~/ho 'Tallted to see him. If he cooes again
this year "e would hope that he could arrange his time 90 that he
would be l:Iore continuously in Princeton and share more fully in the
work of the Institute. Durine his visit we could learn in l:Iore de­
tail about his own plans for the future and consider ,-That arrange­
ments should be 'l!2.de to carry them out.

Our vie.! is that if he returns to take tIp permanent residence
at the Institute as e. menber, he should accept the full responsibility
of membershi~ .'hich presupposes a specific project in hand and fairly
continuous w-ork upon it. If he is in a position to accept those con­
ditions of l:Iembership, we can then discuss with him what would be
a suitable stipend.

Professor l-litrany is 60 years of age, so his permanent meober­
ship has five years to run. We feel that in any correspondence or
conversations with him, it should be kept entirely clear that a re­
turn to the Institute does not involve the reSUt:lption of a position
on the faculty. At a later date we would like to feel free to
recomnend a scholar to fill the chair of Politics at the Institute.
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14 Ootober 1947

De~r M1 trany':

Thi 1s Ju t ~ 11ne to s~ th~t 1t h~s

bee i 0 1ble t~ t r the embers ot the Bohnol
ot Eoonomos to s1t do"'J1 th Oppenheimer ...nd me to
d1seuss your bl TherE' h s bee " i "n s
emount of detail in oonneot1 n . 1th the tr/U18f"r ot
the rpot rs p d ~T'enhe1mer bP hrd" muoh to do
1th m tterA oonnected r1th the Trute , fin oe, eto.,

that he h~ not h~d n 0 ant. r r or", pfler
only return '1 d "'! or t- '0 1\0 enr' - OU +hi I1ne
Just to l"t ') kno tMt t thing 1s n tr 1n d not
f01'5o tTen.

Me nwhile, I have ment10n the taot thnt you
uould ref"r to come ne'tt ye~r 1n )o!oroh d Apr1l. 'l'l:l'~t

1111 be ent1rely s~t19faotory. You ~111 remember that
the re 01ut10n of he Tru tees ~s th~t ynu shu hnve
a st1pend of 300 pl'r Tepk for !!uoh tim ~ s OU 'U's
~ble t npend her, u1t m~x1mum or 15 •

y urs s1noere2.y,

Prots cor D v1d Mitr y
LoT er Farm
Iin~ston Blount
Oxford, li:ngl d
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13 October 1947

"Dear U1tranys

Th1s u just a llne to say that I haft
not ,-t been able to get arIT ld.nd or a omCerence with the
I118mbera of the Scb:xl1 of Jl:conolllics and Oppenhe1mer in regard
to yoor probJ.e.. such infor_tion convsl'Ilations as I
haw bad I take it bat ch ana April or next year nll be
ent1re~ saturaoto17 far ;your 'Vi 1.. Yo nU r t t
the "solution of the 'l'ru:l s that you should have • IS ipend
or 00 per week for s' h abl to spend • with
a of 1500.

As for ;your plllllS for the fUture, ul.d
it be ssibls to delay ']0 de<:is1.on unt l;. your it next
Spring? I shall certa1nJJr discuss the matt r w:tt the departllent
and with Oppenheimer 1JIDKl.1JlteJ.;r, blt it oobo re knoII's you
B8 well as I do, it 0 to that it ml.ght II to wait
untU pring tor. final deoi.sion. At any rate, I hope ;you lIill
do nei; 1rrevooabllt in FngJand untU then c:r untll 70 he had
some ld.nd or • aauefactory pIC'pos1tic>n the Ins 1tute.

Professor David .llitrany
Lower Farm
Iingston Blount
Oxford, land
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THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY
FOllnded by Mr. Lollis Bamb<rg<r and Mrs. Felix FlIld

PRINCETON, NEW JERSEY

October 6, 1947

Professor Walter W. Stewart
Institute for Advanced Study
Princeton, New Jersey

Dear \1al ter:

I as a little orried about tne attitude of the School of
Economics tOl'B.rds the question of M1 trany IS coming back here for
a period of continuous research. At the meeting of the Trustees
on May 23, 19%, I made the folle' ing recommenda"tion in regard to
IU trany:

" ••• On the recommendation or the SChool of Economics,
I suggest that Pro!'essor Mitrany be made a permanent member
of the Insti"tute ~~thou"t salary, and "that if and hen he
returns here for continuous residence, an appropriate stipend
should be set aside for him. Meanlhile the members of the
Scnool of Economics believe that it l'IOuld be of great value
to the Institu"te to nave Professor Mitrany spend three or four
weeks here each year reporting on his investigations. This
would give the School of Economics a kind of outpost in Europe,
and his reports ould be of great value to our ~'hole group. I
suggest tLrt a stipend of $1,200 per year be appropriated for
Professor 1litrany for each such visit."

Tne action of the Trustees as recorded in "the minu"tes was as
follo~ls:

"After disc' ssion or tue recollll!!endation of tue School of
Economics and Politics concerning Professor DaVid IIi trany, the
Hoprd voted: to appoint Professor Mitrany to permanent member­
ship in the Institute until his retirement at age 65; to vacate
Professor Mi"trany's proressorsnip in the School of Economics
and Politics so "that t is chair may be filled by another scholar;
snd, as of July 1, 1.9lJ.6, "to discontinue payments by the Insti"tute
on behalf of Professor Mi trany' s contract l'li tn he Teachers
Insurance and Annui"ty Association. It w s also understood that
Proressor Mitrany would receive an honorarium of $1,200 for each
Visit of four consecutive >Ieek, Hlich he is able to make to the
Insti tu"te dt rint. Lerm "time and "tIlat wnen the "time comes for him
to take up permanent residence at the Institute as a member,
a suitacle st pend Qll oe provided for him out of "the stipend
fund of" tIle School nich shall be incre sed to cover tnis
amoun"t. I (Note: Professor Mitrany has been inf"ormed of this
decision and we have his cordial acceptance of the arrangement
proposed.)"
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Professor val tel' W. Ste art - 2 - October b, 194-7

Youdll note tnat the gist of tnis is that hen Mitrany comes
back nere for a period of permanent residence e snail be a"a.!ce a
"suitable stipend" 'nicn ,"rill not come out of tne ordinary stipend
fund. 01" tne School of Economics. This is in accordance l'ri th the

I action taken in regArd to permanent members of otner Schools, like
Pais, for exemple, in tne Scnool of Matnematics. When we are able to
nold a meeting or tne School or Economics, I tnlnk we ougnt to
consider again Just wnat k1nd of invitation we snould extend to
Mitrany When he ~lsnes to come back here for a period of continuous
researCh.

YOurE sincerely,

Frank Aydelotte

Copy to Dr. Oppenheimer
Proressor Earle
PrOIessor Riefler
Proressor varren
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AIR MAIL
UNILEVER HOUSE,

Telephone - Central 7474.
BLACKFRIARS.

LONDON. E.C.4.

16th September, 1?47

My letter to yoa a few daye ago incluaed a small essa>' on the errors
ana. tri'ile of tne Laooar Government. ana I am te·· pted to write you again
becaaee last Saturuay's iesae of the lew StateSffian is an interestin~

cOllili.entary on what I myself wrote, ano. indee is almost a museUJn piece.
r don't know qaIte wnat has happenea, but pernape the holiday recess ha~

~iven ~y irienas on the Left a little leisure to t.ink tLin~s over and the
results are illOre tn~ si~ificant.

Until now they were fri~tlally cocksure and complacent and not very
tolerant witn people WilO ru a douote aoout tneir views, or tne moveaent's
policy. This issue of the liew StatesLan is all the more revealin~, because
I am sare tnat the three thin~s I &. .-.oil'.. to q'lOte, ana Wl icn come from
aIfferent sourcee, were not co-ord~ated. They express quite clearly, to
my mina, a chan'e in mental atti taae.

(i) Yoa will reluember tllat I said tllat I olalLe the intellectuals
for not ,-,avin~ o.one anytnin;: to eaucate tue worke::s politICally ana merely
CalLed upon them to tarn the riCh feli.ow out.. Tne editorial on tLe front
Pa.ve of the lew Statesc;an n"s tis para,;:;raph -

"Grimethorpe has t 0 oOvIoas lessons for the Government.
First, that 0 step up prouuction will iail unless it is
accompaniea. by incessant ana thorou~ political euucation.
The Laoour P-u-ty has enjoyed a political !.lonopoly in b.ese

{

Yorkshire villa.-es for years. It .,"S lsed it to fan the
dis;:runtlement a,;:;ainst the bosses, bat it h~8 obviously
faIled to instil any positive sense of Socialist responsibility,
If men W!~ n~ve ceen social o~tcasts all tneir lives, ann h ve
been deprived of the op~rtunity ooth or leIsure ana for
adult educ'ition, are saddenly ~iven the C~ance to coerce the
co=unity, it is ~n y too prooaole that a few of th will
misuse tnelr power. Once tlis nappens, the miners l main
virtue - his cornrao.esllip _ becoues his vice. 1I

(ii) Our friend ick CrossLan has a rather bit.ter 'irticle on Britieh
policy tow~us $rance, but what is very otrikin;: is tn'it Crose~an, WhO haa
all alon~ been for a self-centreo. eC')l1omic polIcy, now says that ''by
eqaatin~ SocialiSll. wi th nationalis"tion we fool o'Irselves lith the iaea th"t
internal reconstro.ction, combinea witn a manipulation of Iorei..n traae, can
see as tnrou;::h \I •

(iii) Kine;sley ll."rtin, the :;lap"r's Zoi tor, and not the ,"ost "cco=od"tin-

Dr. F. Aydelotte,
o!l, Battle RO'ill, Princeton, .J.

......
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AIR MAIL
UNILEVER HOUSE,

Telephone - Central 7474.
BLACKFRIARS,

LONDON. E.C.4.

-2_

of Laoour inteilect~s, nas a review of Bertrand ~ussell's l~ct~re on
Philosophy and Poli tics in wnich he sa;/s - ".r, ::tussell oelieves tn tone
of tne essentials. if the wo~ld is to recain ~aoitaole, is tr t ,eople
wno qre Liberals. in tee set se tl ~t t ey a. J Jt t.)o sJ.re i;r t tJ.le are
w;..oll ri ht, snoUld _ int'l.in, "t lei~ rof ill ueet cOllvicti " he v"lue
of 1 oertj • scientillC ".Lree .... ~ut'lrll Jr e r ce l • Hare I sure
that _ r. R~ssel1 1s ri t •.• ".

! t 1 .a1 t e .. r:. t 1 ect-" e v
iri ruly s w 1.L as oliti a ~ .1 + "

t l t e 01. out 0 0 Uves e ~

,) er ~lU t~ e~1 e:'.l.Uu,ell.lj are ~eel!" now t.Jeir beA.utiful schemes ;u"e ....oine:
awry, an what is even more pain~li. now Jowerless they "re to handle
and iuiae tne masses whO tney used to rOUSD to such ae1ectaole exciteoent
in politioi meetin-s. Unfortuna.tely for us as uch as for them, education
is a slow process while the issues 'lTe pressin~ close all arnund us.

You mi~ht be interested in quite a difrere!lt sibject to Imow tn'lt
Henry Cl~ has o.eciaed to :;ive up the heaaship of :,ilffiela Col e e next
year; I ~ rat_ler slTurisea. oec<:t.1se it \iR.S j ~st tCle kind 01 t.lin~ wnich
suited hIm, and avini; seen his plans I thought he w"-s Oilll: to do a good
job with tue COile.e. I ather ne wants to do a little ~ore writlnl:,
ann the next bit of tne Dh'lCl.e w"iCh ..iil interest you is that, as from
1st January ne~t. he is to becoffie Aaviser on ~conoillic Affairs to nilevers.
The secona bit of tne inforlli'ltion is private so far, anu for all I KnOw
so is the first so would you kinaly keep this for yourself ••

i th all kind re;;ards,

D•• '1trany
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AIR MAIL
UNILEVER HOUSE.

Telephone. Central 7474.
BLACKFRIARS.

LONDON, E.C.4.

lOth September. 1 47

naI_ you ever eo mucn lor y"ur kinu letter of All let 2otn. '!''It Is
precisely "nat "ae In y ino.. 'l.llo. I Slloulu not rite to any,ne "t the Institute
until you n~ve 4~0. a cuance to talk to Oppen~ei~er~all tue illore as he c ll1d not
"ell jua. e t e ~ ..tter wi tnout iUlO1711l" so eu.in D aoout tr,e oe culi~ rel tions in
our ;;;roup. allo. it woula. not oe )roper for t,e to say allytnln.. to llim aoout that.

"'" vary .:ratefcll .clio.eea to you lor ta.<w.. tllis irienuly tao, upon yours~lI.

Yo'! clst not te...pt me wi ttl sJ.cn insluloclS su;;,.., '1"".". ost eve. 0."J I
feel rOllse(,.;. to rite soro..etL.ln~ aoout our e:-'"~rience with the L'3.~UT Govern..went,for
it Is lui 01 lessms for he stJ.<;.ent 01 politics. One as;JE <:t~ concerns c.y
R1ecia.l interest in intern"ti0u9..l or;a.ni!'3ti'Jn. "L"'\U is all t. e Lore ~ rikin"
Decause it is clearly clllivers'l.1 ana cuts at tte very root ~f one oi the cen rql
Soci "lis teaCh!n 0 - nat:ely tne q :i.ick c .·m~e over to ooci'l.l and economic
nationali _ .."icn I n"ve UisCclsse in" paper I re"" to tr.e st.u. 01 the
Institute of Intern'l.tiJual ~l'ltions 'I. Y3.le ana. wnich tne Yale Review h'lve 'lsked
per Isoion to pUblia. I oelieve i is likely to ap)eu- in the next iSlOue 01 th"t
Revie... .out tn'l.t is )nl.' one i'1 ttance, and one C3.lO ur.forttl..'1,,-te ly fino " '000. m3l'.y
lUore as contr~ste VI:'•• ttl th 1T pro rs,u..le anu rovisions for interwiti '.8l 00o.wil1
ana. ulll...E:r~tanu.iuli. There is t j6 tr'l ic:!" triction on tr vel aOr-oq,u; to my ina.
it h_s, WL 1 cacree for r t r ~ ~~~y f ~~ci~ r-eaS 51 ev n le5~ jlstiflC~tiJ~

th"" t e similar Soviet r"strictions' oseu for re"SJns 01 l·"ith. aro. follows t e
extre.a-e 01 nlltiJna11st V1Sl:JllS DutIl! eo J .llC te in b.1S essay on the '~scnlos '1E:.,

ll.o.elsstaat!

otn"r as;J<'ct is t;e w8,.v in ." cn tr.c .sov_rn:J"nt in !' lrsclit of t ..eir con­
tro11ea ec,no~ic licy are bein;; ur~ven to L.tenslI· r~stra tS)J l'l.boo.=. They
cneerlully ss~e tnat for ~neir 9~~ose t ..ey c~clla restr ca ital qn riv~te

etntreprenetJ.r8. wnile ex t:!\,;tl.l'l t t tlte wor~ rs w"ua ii t i!:,o t € <:' e e of
t e~seives. In tnis t ey hive I 'len y so 1 r. ~~~ it i" ~ roble wier is in
3. 1 r e easure <it tLe core 0, t e present crisis. I &.yspU 0.0 not bi&.e t.e ss
OI~ ..1 e "ortters filT '3. ...ou..ent l :) t I uo bl 5 the 1L.tellectual lap E":"S W 0 3ve been
tallin. tne for years tn'lt all tne;r u,\u to 0.0 was to et ria 01 c'l.pit'l.lis s RIld of
oi, ousiness ano. the ne world 'woUla rise up itself in tne v'l.cu~. The te, ner
au,onii; t.,e worl<ers is both one of b"ffle",,,nt '\1lU an.er wnen they sea themselves unc.er
closer supervision anu restraint tllan they nave ever be"n before. exceT,lt Wlo.er war
cono.iUous. ano. unlortun~te1y 10 n~ve not seen tne ena yet. . s tne money incentive
o.oes nut 1J.nction witn our presellt snort ~es; as the p rty 'llld C1'lsS appeal seems
to be lar.e1y Ineflective, tne Governwent "ill be uriven. if they are to s~ve ne
eCJnolOic structJ.re. to iurther restrlctlOllS. ane. t ,e unly effective restraint 1 can
see is tCle une ruthlessly ap?liea by Soviet ?ussia, of ueny~n' ioou to those "no
relclse to "orl<. Unuer ration ~ that is. of c .urse, cle..rly easy as a metooa. but

1itically ann sociall i may n.ve incalcllably a.estrlc ive ef ects.

,hen ! "':l~ e:'::T\:'es ..10.

a .
sue t fears. ":"i t ~Oj.le anticlp'l ion l to r:::r trien 8

~r. Frank ~uelotte.

tJ • BottI.. ;'ORU, Pri'1Cet01'. II.J.
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at Harvara., Yale and Princeton so...e ot tnew, the youn~er OLees especially, saio
q~ite franKly tha_ tney tnou;ht I a.id not snow eno~ symp~tny with a Lre~t

e~periment. It so haJ2"ns tn~t _ symp~ hies n~ve lon~ been on tne workers' side
~s re.aro£ cvnuitions or lIfe ~a. social security, ~a I n ve worked a freat deal
amon& them. 3~t tnat ,Ud not blind me to tne politic-u im,lications of a con­
trollea. Socialist economy, ~Id all I sL a. from "~ intellect~-u Laoour friena.s
was tna~ t~ey 8loulu t~ce t e issue rylalnly in auVallce, anu prepqre themselv~s

Ma. tneir 10.Lowers lor it. It also nappens that :>.s a Britisher oy c- version
ana. co in.. fro tne Balk;ms, I aw perha s L1Qre Sharply a"are of tl,e laries of
tne En~1iSl politic~l system, ana I see thelil now to be ill jeoparay. Cne nepd
not be an extreme pessimist to aro;ue tnat oec",",se of l'\ck 01' ;:o.!esigl:1t ana.
preparation British abour naS alreauy lost tne Dattle: ..l< t:~ tr-ey will t~il
to solve tlle eCvnomic proolem, ~a. tuen tney will be -leI t wi til tne for out
witno~t t~e s~ostance of Socialisw, or they will have to UEe for its solution
e~c~ u.rastic netnoa.s of ina.ustrial ar.a. otner controls as to ruin the traaitions
of En~lisn politic~l life. Ana. this is somethin~ WlllCll could not be put back
once it is orOKen. Let me ada that I a.o not for a moment que tion the sincerity
of tne Labu,rr leau..rs. l:ost of them are ae per"tel: honest ..en, stru ling
~ainst the tia.e WJ iell hp.s lifted then off t •.eir feet, because trey just kept
100kin 7 at tne stars anu refused to t~<e any notice 01 the Lrounas1ell.

I am not even cOlJforted Dy t,.e fact tnat all this eXilerience is proviuing
Ire with "lua.lt_onal anu v ry s~r"'n;r eviut:nce for r..y f'lnctif)n1U. treories. In
every respect, .Doth as !"e.:;~\.o.s natioI13.1::w.a ~nten; tiO!l31 trenQ~. Wfl!\t is
nappeni ~ is t,.e very op site of the sentimental cor.victiol.s and tIle tneoretical
teaCJl l! s of tJ.e Socialists. 'l.I'.;u.1ent all alon- r.as been not to aenounce their
purpose - tn~t is nvt my SlneSS as a st~aert of vlities - but to insist th~t

if they want certain tHin s t_ley will h'l',e alLlOst certainly to ewploy eertair.
corresponain~ ethoQs, and that t e only rr~ to avoid conflict bet .een tneir
protessions ana. their ~etnoas ~~s to f~ce tnat conceq~ence frankly, and do "nAtever
was possible to miti~ate it in ~oo tiwe. It is very easy to QO like Beveriale
3Ild p~t on a t:.tle p'..e "'-'u.U Elliplo;.rment in a .?ree Society", but it is not
""ssiDle to ~ive !ull IJeasure to DOtll those ia.eals, ana the obvious I1iberal tarl<:
is to try to aajust them by ~sin~ our re'lson in tne li~t of our experience.
SocialIst literature is, of course, crammed fUll witn ar~~ents for the need of
economic control, b~t I a.o~bt if you will find a sln~le essay Which examines in a
Qetachea way "nat that would ~ean for our po~ical traaitions. They were so
a.o!il1natea oy tne lAarxian m-lterialism tna tney tnoueht on17 in teres of econOl:oic
plannln~ ana cOwpletely overlookea that this ust involve a corresponQin& political
plan.

.Ii tn very kina. r ".:as,

I 0.0 not tllink tlle ti e has yet c we for we to write so etni~ about this,
for inevitaDly it 10 uld take on tlle colo,rr of a to ic~l pxtisan ar~ent, but it
certainly is a suDject w iCll si/oula be w'ltcnea aoa .t~QieQ aHU a.iscussea. all the
time.
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Institute for Advanced Study
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Kingston Blount
Oxford

17.VIIL1947.

Dear Aydelotte, It's a shame to break into your holidays. all the more
as you have had a heavy year, but I am ever so grateful for your
friendly ad understanding letter. What you suggest would be a real
help. as I ought to write to Oppenheimer, and yet I hesitate to throw
my ideas at the poor man. So I shall wait till I get a hint from you.
As you say. I feel that the time has come to settle down to my study­
I feel the thing working in me and am terribly eager. and quite a bit
frightened by the task I am undertaking. From the personal relations
we have established I feel pretty sure that Levers would let me stay
on and give me generous latitude. but what I find is that working in
London one cannot really keep out of the rushing political stream.
whatever one's personal choice. On the other hand even the few weeks
at the Institute last winter made me realise what a chance it gives
to work out one's ideas in a detached atmosphere and with a ~uiet.but

congenial group around one. -J\.,...x."...,..,).J.. ...,;I- \oJ. tt...,J:- ~L WOo->~}~h~~.

I am doing qUite'a bit even here. but mostly in the evnings, for the
~ stream of political visitors is endless. A few days ago the new
~ secretary of the ixx U.N. Far Eastern Commission. Dr Lokanathan, came

~ t ~ through on his ~ay from N.Y. to Shanghai and he asked me to join them
tr~ for a few months as adviser on regional schemes of co-operation ­
!~ ~ very flattering. but after my war years I am certain that I must nott- ~ get entangled again in political work, but write out my ideas and work

<" ~ them out in a systematic way. I've just had a paper out on Human
~ r~ Rights and International Organis tion in the journal of the Indian
-" Lf~ Institute of .orld Affairs, and the Yale Review are bringing out one
~J' ~ on the new Social Nationalism - these are all SUbjects of the book on( ft internationab organisation on which I am working. I have even managed
f f t 1 to train a few students by getting them to work with me. but as I sai~

. k here one is always under pressure to join committees and address
E~J f meetings. and I dont want to do that. I simply must settle down and
>'p l ~ be just a student again.tt f-;. Things are very distressing here, not so much from personal inconvenieI
~" {J ces. but because I fear that the government will find it difficult to
. f ~ climb out of the ditch. They have preached for so long that if only I

f b one could knock the capitalists on the head -and I blame not the wor­
~ ~ kers but the intellectuals for that - that they find it very difficult
} ~rto persuade the mass of their followers that kicking the other fellow
LJ~'out is not enough to make a new world. As I see it, they have already

- ~ lost out: either they will fail to increase production and then they
,'J ~ _ will be beaten economically, or they will have to resort to some com­
I ... f. pulsory means, and then they will have sold out their p.olitical ideals •
.., r \:> And as I foresaw and warned Levers, telling them (which they were quit~
~e .-willing) that business men must do all they can to make the bbour govt,
, ~~ a success. the shadow of failure has made ~our not more sober but has

~brought out the extremists in full cry with demands f~r more extreme
measures.'" Again my thanks to you, and all lIlY_gOOd wishes .1;--)k..;-.br-
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terford, Conn.
9 August 1947

Dc r lIitr y:

Your 1 t.t r of Jul,f 27th r· C as me ju.,t 15

.e have finhh d moving (thoue;h th n... house i not yet

s~tt.1~d) end come u hurd or holi I y. 'Ih n xt tim I go to

l'riuceton I & be gll<d to Iu.ve to tlillt ith Oppenh ilI~r "

i the aellberb of e ~chool 01 Iconomie8 EDout your p s.

Per50nb.1.ly they sa· te m" 1ine, liUd Ireel "ur" t the tim",

io co ing en eu ught to s"ttl" om to your gr at b ok.

I see no r"hson hy til proposal you make should not btl ac_"ptud,

but I IRU t, of cour e, put it up to i'P

Scho 1 0 Economics. Mean hils I s

iIIe r e.nd to the

kc9P it completely to

IlY I will 1"t yuu laIo Opp nheiller I r., ction &8 0 n

as I ve a chanoe to tUl<: wi th hill.

i h dnde t regards, I SIll

Your sincerely,

Dr. D vid .itracy
to er arm
lti.ngston alOUD t
Oxford,.c.ng d
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Lower Farm
Kingston Blount
Oxford 27 •VII • 1947

II

Dear Aydelotte, I take it that you are busy settling in your new
home, and I hope that you and Mrs Aydelotte will have many hppy years
in it. I know the house well, having been friendly with the Smith
family, and I hope I may come to know it still better.

I have not heard anything from my colleagues since I left and I
have not yet written to Dr Oppenheimer - he must have hi~hands pretty
full till he settles down a bit. But I should like to do so fairly
soon, and I should like when I send him my wishes for his new work
to be able to tell him also something definite about my plans, I
should like to come over for MEch and A ril, if that is not too late
in the academic year. I aave two reasons for delaying: ~e are going
to have a pretty akward winter here, even if the weather should be
gentler than :ast winter, and so I should like to be with my wife as
large a part of it as possible; and as you know,I am working on a boo
on international organisation and would like to stick to it and if
possible bring the draft over with me, for discussion. For this
reason I am not taking time off this summer but will be here or in
London, except for five days in Geneva in September to address an
international peace conference.

By next 'ng I must, however, make also some decision about the
~~e, and it is in regard to this I would be ever so gratef~l or
your view. You can now do so without binding anyone, and yet you
know the mind of those concerned and, if you will, could therefore
assist me greatly in making up my own mind. I will tell you what I
should like to do. All being well, I should like after next summer
to end my-connexion with L., or at most keep only a very oose one,
ex reme a oug our relations are. I hope I have been of some
use to them, and I have certa~y learnt a lot myself. But I am anxi~

to start soon on a work on political theory, on a sociological basis,
whic~ ~ ill take several years to do; all'the more as in a revolutiona
situation like the present I find myself concerned more \. i th long-ter
problems and very reluctant to participate in the raucous topical
debates. What I do not know is whether my personal problem will make
it possible for me to be all the year in Plinceton, and whether I may
find it worth while to spend sometime in India and elsewhere to see
new states in action, haVing been invited by Nehru and other to come
and pay a long visit. Do you think the Ins*itute would be agreable
to a compromise, as a start at any rate, to let me c me for half-a ye
at half salary from the fall of 1948? Please tell me your v rank
ly, an In a so u~e confiaence, so that I may have your guidance befo
re I write to O. I feel very welload full of ideas, but still, if I
am to write that book on political theory which haa been in my mind
for so long, and for which I have quite a bit of material, I must get
ti it soon, all the more as I have now had as much experience as a ma
might hope to get both with the working of government and of the econ
mic system; and I like to work my mental cud over and over bef Ie I

I bring anything out. ()~ 'f,...J.-j-,.)L j..-t o..QQ '7.r" ~~)o-#- ~~ ~ 7/'< t-..,
"'1)~ ,..-..l.r'f-~. ~ ":~~·S
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arch 21, 1947

D ar ir:

Prof ssor David itrany who i8 a ~ l' anent me bel'
of the ~c 001 of gcono ics ~d olitic of the Institute for

dve oe tudy arrived in rinceton on January 31, 1947 on
n annu visit. uuril the e1'iod of his r 8idence ere,

Dr. itrany l' e Ived re e reh stipend of 1,200.00.

This stipend W I given to
tate his own research and was not
vices rendered. It t refore co es
of non-taxable income as defined by
Rev nue.

Dr. Kitrany to raeili­
in 00 pensatlon for 8er­
ithin th deflnition

the Bureau of Internal

Pro! ssor itr ny pl s to return to ngland on
?ril 9th, 1947, salling from I.w York ~lty on the ~ueen

ulizabeth. is or in thl country w a nti1'ely concerned
with th dv nc ent of schol l' hlp nd h se s to me to
b ;ualified in vel' y to reeelve ele ranee pa~e1's ar~

s I11ng ermit.

Your v 1'y truly,

Frank Aydelotte,
Director
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Inst;itute for Advanced Study
Prine ton.!1 J rsey
18 Karch 194.1

I hI:._ your letter and alang with it a

1 tter from !!ltrany expros t gre~ t satis-

faction oyar the re3Ult at his talk wi you. It is.

of oourse, for the Publioation COllIIllitteo to dote=ine

1'Ihether we oan at1'ord 8. l'ltprint 01' • ~·s p blet.

I sell' do not agree with it i::J. _ ..ry o 01, but

I think it an illlportant contributian to the ourrent

diaouuion at the organization of the post-ws.r world.

Yours eintlere1y,

FllAHK AYDBLO~

Re.YJ=IODd Dennett. q., Dire~r

World Peace Foumatian
40 Kt. Vernon street
Boeton 8, e.

2 VHHWOH 0 bEI.11.12Arl\VI.1IV

2MVHHWO~E COrrECE
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Institute for Advanced Stlldy
princeton. New Jersey
18 IlAro 1941

I have a letter from Dennett and have just

written him 1:he enclosed letter. If you go to tlantio

City from the 22nd to the :lOth and then come to Princeton.

"hat a.bout dining with us Sdw"dlly evening. April 5th?

e hope to have the Allens b ck from Bermuda. and to have

one or two other prineeton friends.

Teurs sincerely.

Dr. David IIitr&IIiY

The Goth8lll. Hew York City

Z VHHWOH • bEVlVlZAf VVlIV

2MVI$1HWO~E COrrEGE

Director's Office: Faculty Files: Box 24: Mitrany, David 1947-1949  
From the Shelby White and Leon Levy Archives Center, Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, NJ, USA



TIl e GOtlhll11
NEW YORK CITY

'~ . 4-1

~~A-vJ.lln. I ~
~ C~·~. 0")

ptr" K..,.J.~~~

..-. ~ .k..'V"'l:.:- 1,.- \-J
, l..oJ... vb..<.. ........ ~ ......It.,

t:.....:.. ~'i-"~. Ito- .e.....:..,~.......- .,...",.;-.. b. ~ ....--.r

~ ,~e ,~~k«.~~~

\"""' ~ k-.:J. 0-1 ~.__, fC...yc-di.- ~

t.~.J., ~'-~ _ I'>..J. L c.~' ~

c....-......-;j. t....:. {'..Je;<-.J,-..... Cir~ • ..s--I.u; -\ ~)
~ CI- r-o • .1, ~...... Ilut. ~-.z. ""l t~ ..~ ......

~~ "'1 ..... ~........---r ...J.t...J> '" - :.}- .~ .~..-.. 1---1

v~. 0-. lz; 4 ~ ·fJ.:.... ..,.. <..-. ;~

.........:, ,~...:.J.. ~.~ ~ '~ ;. ~,

Director's Office: Faculty Files: Box 24: Mitrany, David 1947-1949  
From the Shelby White and Leon Levy Archives Center, Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, NJ, USA



wz.....(~ ....~. .:,;a..w.., c~ ~ ~ ,,-.......r

~ -.. .t->4y~ tz O!~ q ~ _ IG.

'1.,. ..t, I-'" ~ ..... ,}J- ""'v, ~ 2 e.---< Q..........­

br ~""~ f.v '" k-..,..Q.. ~~; r ~10.. ,~.t...;r

~..:.l " -'-i-o-?..:..tP. L- ~A~

1.-... ,~ e.'1'4.- A • life... ~'Tf' 'd " 1,0-.

~, ~...lA'i ..J.g IN-~~"", r -.JL.

y .......... l<:~ """Y'l"",......r 'c-'l· Iv.&..~

b.-... If"--"~~ -c:. 'C...........~.

........., ,-,c....:s oJ>"'"i .

" -...:.~ 'If'-,

'j,

i--
~ t.--... .......... " •

--v" .... ...."""'- "-~
~. .

({,--f.fZ ~ +--.J.- ~ 2.1 '''.

Director's Office: Faculty Files: Box 24: Mitrany, David 1947-1949  
From the Shelby White and Leon Levy Archives Center, Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, NJ, USA



I 1

•

t.o PMt'
1

• 1 8

ss r
ort

Mill

Itr
n
r

"1

Director's Office: Faculty Files: Box 24: Mitrany, David 1947-1949  
From the Shelby White and Leon Levy Archives Center, Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, NJ, USA



r 1, 1 7

.1" 1 J' ,

Copy to Professor Mitrany
An ss Horton

Miss lUUer
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WORLD PEACE FOU mATION
40 MT. VERNON STREET

BOSTON S, MASS.

March 10, 1947

Dr. Frs~~ Aydelotte
Institute for Advanced Study
Princet?n. New Jersey

ne"r :lr. Aydelotte:

The same mail that brought your note
about Dr .. itrany brough t an exactly ident ical note
from Bill Fox at Yale.

I certainly will havp a t~ with ~r.

Mitrany this week and will let you know. It seems
to me it is something th~t has to go before the
Publications Committee, o! which we are likely to
have a me et i ng prior to the next Board meet ing in
May.

D:w

Sincerely yours,

&nd Denn
Director

-
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8 II 1947

ar ooett,

Dr. vid 1I1t1'llD1' ot the Inat1t.ute tor AdYanced studT
ubliBhed a :rear or 10110 ago in "lend ot called _ rldJ!I

_ Sz:: .! 1= iDe th t 10' t have ••en It but I am
sen<11 11 a fiT under. rate eov r on etch ~ that
i baa not reaohed 70'&. It.. l1ahed orlg1nalq bT the

1 eitute :It 1nt mat10 _ tt· , t u.. ra:.
.ditio and}.as DOW N bU.hed 'T the ational Peace Councu
i D London. tZ'1U17 ree ntl,y s at a lIOn with us at the
Inatitute d ODe result ot h1.s mit to this oountrT is quite
a d tor the pa bJet bare. 1& there an,. poee1bIlitr that
tba rld Peace Fo tiOD wO'ill be inter_ted in reprinting it?
It ao, I should Uke to put 10 direct1,T in touch with traIlT,
and I th1Dk it extmelT likely that be ld 1MDt to write a

olal pretIJoe or 10 duottoD tor the rloan edition. It
60 ha. that KitraJ17 1& DOT I1p to ton to give a
leot at rvard and 0011111 be Ilddre...d at 50 "'orial On ,
C brl e)Q, 1Iu.. It ;rou aN at all inteMlllted I t
that lOu get in to him at 08.

Yours ll1nce ,

Ra,.oDd Dennett, q., Director
orld Pea ., undati",n

40 • eJW)n t .t
Ibaton, ...

FlWlt A
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W. F. PRIOR CO 1PANY, IN C.
MEDICAL PVBLISHERS LOOSE LEAF PUBLICATIONS

,HAT ARE

GEAREDTOTHEWHEELS OFTIME

HAGERSTOWN, l'lD.

March 4, 1947

Mr. David Mitrany
The Institute for Advanced study
School of Economics & Politics
Princeton, New Jersey

Dear Mr. Mitrany:

We duly received your letter of February
18th but have been unable to locate in our
files our previous correspondence relative to
the matter taken up in your letter. Would you
be kind enough to advise us whether our pre­
vious letters were addressed to you or someone
else. Apparently there is some confusion in
our files. If you did receive a communication
direct from us and will be good enough to send
us a copy of it, a prompt reply will be made to
your letter of February 16th.

Regretting any inconvenience caused you by
the confusion and thanking you in advance for
your cooperation, we are

Yours sincerely,

CLB:MR

W. F. PRIOR COMPANY, Inc.

~~
C. L. Beery
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Last night I had £ lo~g talk with Mr. Tannenoaue. He told me that he
had reaQ my remarks on his paper twice over and that it was the mo t searching
critic:sm he has had so far. He cleared up so~e noints by exnlaining that he
~sed certain terms in a way of his own ~hich did not come out clearly in his
relatively short paper. For instance, he assumed that the church embraced
every member of the community in the sense that anction for marriage, etc.
was part of the mores of the community. More im~ortant, he explained that in
"-is view state and government were two separate and diffe,ent things, in the
s~nse that government might be influenced and controlleQ by anyone section
of the community (big business, labor, the military, etc.) whereas the state
was sonething which could not be so controlled except in a totalitarian regime.

On ny main criticism, Tannenbaum felt that his use of the concept of
'st~g~le'left him open to certain criticiom of his interpretation and that
"balance" we more neerly wh"t he meant anQ what he should have used. That,
of course, would eke a .ubstantial difference to the ~hole of his argument:
competit on wonld then lead to ba ance or at least to ad.justment, rather than
to copflict and victory of one or the other instituti,ns. It wa. elso apparent
from our talk that he inc ined much more t accept th function~as the nurpose
and motive power behind social chan~es than apneared rom his naner, and that
his socio ogical interest in certain institutions had ed him to put them nerhaps
too much in the foreeround 0 his erpument. He told me that he intends to work
no~ in .0 e detai on the ~rt of the family in society, neanin~ the cather
co n ex family rFani7ation as in China or the icotch clan. ~.

February 28, l?L7
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Dr, Frank Aydelptte

From D. Mitrany

You would no doub like to ~ave a brief report on mv visit to the Institute.

I arrived in Princeton on ~O Jsnuary and will be leaving on ~ 'srch. lam goin~

from here to Ysle, where I have to give four talks; then for an additional threp

davs to Harvard (I was there .rorn IA to 27 of January) to give one lecture, and
finally for one week to New York,

to give one lecture at Columbia and visit the

q;N1 headquarters. I thou~~t it useful after my long absence to visit some of

t"e !'niversities with which I have had close relations in earlier years, but in

a way I am sor~, as I realise ,that my stay here has been too short.

As you know, I am working on a book on international organisation and I

brought with me ~aterial on certain sections which 1 was hopinp: to write up here.

As it happens, I have done har~ly anything of my own work, but this is not a

complaint, as I was indepd glad to find that I could be of some use to various

me~bers in our School. Apart from conferences and personal discussions with

the faculty of the School, and discussions with faculty members of Princeton, "

have spent most of my time at the Institute reading work done or being prepared

b. members. I enclose for your personal interest copies of me os which I

submitted to them on t"eir respective work; they are not to be taken as definite

apnraisals, being obviously only my side of the argument. ~oreover, they were

-ri ten after preliminary discussions with the gentlemen concerned, and were

followed by renewed long conferences with them - memos and discussions being

intended as a help in clarifying their own ideas rather then as a judgment on

them.

It is for that reason, in the first place, that I re~ret that my stay is

short, as it would seem that I could be of some help to my collea~es. And I

myself feel that my own work 'ould have benefited from a lon~er stay. ~y hope

; s now that I can stay lon~er next winter, when my own manuscript wi 11 be ready

for critici sm. ./ I onl, have

not forFe-ting the cafeteria,
2A.II.la'l7 -

to add how grateful I am to the stafD of the Instit~)

or ~heir great friendliness and help.
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CONFIDENTIAL

MEMORANDUM OF A CONVERSATION 11TH PROFESSOR DAVID MITRANY

EBRUARY 27, 1947

Professor Mitrany's flve years at Unilever will end in 19~

and he raised tne questiorn whetner it would be possible for him

to return to the Institute on a regular professorial salary at

that time, to remain until tne age of sixty-five. He is not

certain as yet tnat nis domestic situation would make this

possible but he very mUCh hopes so. This visit Was more or less

of an experiment in Mitrany's mind, a chance to get acquainted

With the atmosphere 01· the Institute and to decide whetner or not

it would be pl ce Where he could ork effectlvely. He expressed

himself as delighted With the great imnrovement in tne morale of

the Institute wniCh had taken place since he left in 1939. I

think he ratner regrets his resignation and he has no become

very eager to return here for the last five or six years of his

lorking career.

He would prefer some otner status than Permanent Member,

eitner Professor or Fellow. He ould, of course, have to h~ve

an adequate salary and he seems very keen not merely to get on

With his own researChes but to direct the ork of young men in

nis field.

F. A.
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To: Mr. annenba

rom: D~vid .itr~

I·your pa~er on "The Bal ce of Power in Society" states y ur general osition
v ry cleBrly and I have ch ym~ ~hy wit it. I am ur~ that the economic inter­

'" ~r tation of hi to is inadequate: an inte .retetion of hi tory muqt at leaot be
hi toricel, d out. ide the od.rn induotrial ociety this partiuul inte~retation

hardly ~ive8 u the key to oci I and olitica changes. .e all kno~ that power
be held and plied without economlc motive, and "aint who ~ve di"carded all

economic m tive have been amon, the m~ t'nt ctable of men.

Ther fore I am all with you when you argue that social ch e "e Mi aintl r r ted

.hen p. eeed into e noti on of clasp warfare.

yoo i ht e
-c ni ty

adl" ga as

houaa the part 0" th a ...l1 (ps~e 4 7)
the anu h-Slav adru a, a fo o*' f'a il
econ ic respscts goin!' f rther, aa s

2. &! illl~pr d .ith your own posi tian interpret social
han n ts a of social i nsti tutions. Aa you ti ons ay var in f" ,

t al ave p an ac+i". par • a· tho ans an c Is thr u hich an in
end ..t. as k to achieve their pur; oee. Thsy will alwa~a exia , th IFh th ir art
and 1)0 sr -av var •

(Inci sntallv, n you
inter.. ated +a'rlnv +i 0
very cloa to the clan, an in
c patel istic.)

at se -a a ch s"lln<ler line of aocial in i t an "clasa"; a for i storical
evolu • on "'ore pr is1rlp, + a rbi "eras" or "oyclea", r other such forcsd eate-

ries.

,. On a n r of particu r aapects in y r ar ant it ia lees as to "01
'-au. t a" be at + auf er fr neri table c nde Bation in a a ort paper. t
"o'lr t soriss a ar nt are very clear, and thes par ieular if"i"l.lltiee al 88_

o spr ng fro a eneral ral l' O"r theo A f' w of t as art cular points "ill
el t n bring outjl,h one neral all"sct on whioh one mip:ht queetion your heor.

Pluraliat political theory of cOllres r ..gards tl-e state as being o. he s e
as 0 her inetltutlons- £'&:ily, church, te. being 8l'"OIV" those whic you our-

entlon. + a aocio oriesl a dpoi • at ia a diffic"lt riew t'l work with.

4.
foo i
&Blf

(i) • atate 1e arbiter 8' 0 ", and alo ve, t oth r "'etitu one, t
cause t i a an " "a ru-ent of per", in the arsi at sense, t bees" e

.t ie tonI,. ns ent of' plete c "lit Al other ine+itutions
are partial, e bracing onl a section of' the c ty (like a church) or
a cross-section o*' in er st (like a trade union).

(11 )Each i,,<I1v1 ual ...e ber ie hl.,s"lf a pluralie with i"ed s"cticmal Ues
t fa-ily, .h rc , trade union or profes·ional a .o~'ation, I,,"all"overn­
- ..nt, etc. It is true, for inetance, t at aa '011 aa (ps"'" 4ev'") u .lons
n • erect 10 alt I'r their ebers, btl onh a psrt c lar or ro eseional
10'1&.lty. In c ntrast. all 'n-liv1 uale in t' c unity loav· a po ·t'~al

tie it the etate, a~d tnat ie teo I tie t e ell have p on.
(ii') at"ver else a v ads a"di .. 0" the 0 er' ns i tlJtio e,

.e sta+. alone an alwavs as ge f a curit --t fundi 0 ..hich baa
al ave bee re ar ed as a pr ar pur oee "f p lit cal r anization (an
by eo-e sociologists indeed & the origin 0" the etate).

IIn~~d:~ta~~yih~cr~l~:t ~~~t ~~~ :~cu~;;n~:r;i~ne; :~;~: "~~t~::;~~:~nt~n
"&11- racing" en<l..ncy.)

h
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• A epting the extre~e pluralist poeition, it ie not unnatural '0 ~o on fr that
to ma'ntein hat all of those inetitutions x.x}j'tend to he all-embracine" ( s~e 4~4)
and also i splay a'c pet tl ve t nrl"ncy' (pel"e 4 , 41>9).

the basi of yo r own arvu ent
variet of institutions are al
or a 7ed r spon s to social

an a8 ertion, ~v~n on
in ail"plA ooci ties a
t at i ns t l tlltl ns are

(i) 'lba ss..... s too strong
which s 0 stat ev
found pege ~2). s
~se s a.,d ends.

ntis cant ntion is applied to ths church "a' t e Bi~ht o~ it po er"
(ps~e 4~'_~ no notice is 'a~Bn of vull s, e ates. barronial ~ u'alltv, not
to spea' of' pr nces anc\ he'r officers. all of w om ad i port4nt functions
an powers. The illustrations enu srate on pall(8 4 s"ow indeed that in that
period ths r ligio~s factor was all-p rvasive. not that the church ae an insti­
tution ~ss al .~bracing.

(ii )In any cass, what i ht he i~puted to the church as • a~d' to"e brace all
of the life of Iran". 'an hardl I>e 'l'puted to your 0 her ~stitutions-- a~ily.

econ y. f rarle union, etc.
(iv) Raving asp"rted that it is in the nature of thsse institution to tend to be

all . b acing and c~pptitive, t sa recurrinv ary~ .,t at one point is aual­
ified eying t at ell that is "q 'te it out !el:berate in'ent" (page 4A ).

(ii )

6. i he ro' d of that theo it is argued that the idea of eocial pro res ae"an
al -",. racing concept= ie "a snare and a elusion·, because one institution, n the
e ate, 0 1 rowe at the expense of' another. (page 4c'O).

(1) Is +.his inc patible w th ·prog sss? ThE' institution ie, and ehould be.
~ onl an i~9+nment;henit bee es an end. it co es s'agnant and ~act. onary.

as i toteliterian states.
(ii) Progress i Bvi encsd in the perfo anc of certain social ~ctions -- in

the eUcecy of th ~ethod and the ge"18ral benn"its of the result. Do not the
chaJUP;es hsr.. 'nrlicatee\ rspressnt the OCNlai onal ss lutar r p'Jor 10llll'ent of
functions ae b t 'ee institutions. either for the sake o~ "'ore ref' ned "'ethods
or fairer results, i.e., for the sake of ocial provress? Progress is not
efim te an· fi '1i te; t ie a process which in reSl'onse t., c J'l?" conditions

or c ncsption at's,"pts at acll stell to i!!'prove on past pr" ancs. n,
f r exe pIe, • is sa! ~n pSl';e 4A7J t at "'an, social cha "ss . ich in the
past had been the province of ths hurch ev" eli en ta' en over :r the state.
is it not r .. levant +.0 recall that what in the paet he" been 'p or relief· ie
now "scciel s"curit ') and what hat! bee" ·char t. • is no 'social rights"'
I'u ic autllori ty (rrore often 10ca authori t rat er t"an the tste) took over
these a-tlvities when it be e a "att~r of Iraking t sr -ethodica rather than
haph_rd. and of aking thO'''' a attar of ri ht. on an O'galitarian baeis, rather
tra"1 f c arit'- or favor. Sbth changes sprs ir c ly fr the new conception
of tie o"ratic s ciety. in place of thA 01 er hierarchical view) no fr the
'co:-petition' cf church and state. but fr the a' ring of a fairer social
outlook and ~ore s s a-atlc social ethode. The church an ot~e, roupingd
are ot forbidden to go on perforoi ~ these social act vitiee if they want to--
charit.• a' in1st ring to the sick, education, etc. or are t ose who nes
+.he for j dl\en to take these benefits fr such particular bodies if' they
prefer i. t the are all "red these ser ces n any ca e throu h tho com-
"'Unity as a "'atter of' right.

7. The pap r Cll!"es nearer to tr-uchl the haart of the atter
that 'if one institution ~sstroyed the others, it would r""", t.,
he au+-llor rA~ards such a c\estr ction as ell ~~~h i poe i Ie.

ho hi self h we that it' an institution were destro d its r 1

hsn it eaye (page ~DO)

8.S(\lJ~e t .air role'. True,
But eve as a r .othssill
auld not "an1s'; with it.
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but 1Iould hav.. to be ta' '\ over b" another inBtitution. That ,.,eans that the
functions ara p r anent, not th" particular instrumente or their form. And the
essential purpose of gover~ent then ie not "the etaila o~ the r.la ionahipa
8.!"'onp: Inetit"Uons" (papa 500), but ervieion of the Mnt '"\loue and af"ect ve
p"rfo ance of' soda functions. The institut onel readjustment ie erel a ~ea a

o th~ end.

. And the paper co ee atill closer to the heart of tha ~atter 11 e1 it isc eres
property (pa e 4<,'.'). Inci e ta b', prop rty has s al1,- en regarded aa one of the
eae ntial aoclal inatitutional i+ ia intereeting that '''''r a or r"p:aros it rather
as "instr'.lI"ental to 1. in titution". But avinp ad at 1. e top of t' e pal"e that
Iwhen the state gr we pow ·rful, I proceed to ab-crb a 'ncr aslnl" el~e of the
property" or ot>-er i"1stit"tione ( the "co petition" t " e),later 0' he r"-~e page it
sud' '11" concedes that Ip01ler oee 1Iith respona hi li ty. a'ld r~sponsibi lity wi th the
ex rciee of' f "ite1 varia Ie functions" ( a "social s4rvice t 'e-e). Ii't at
~"ans an"thl ng, i' eans 1. at whoever is charged ; 1." 1. e function u"t be i ven the
"ans-- that is a (constant' in the evolution of all ..over=ent;, 0 "'atter >'ow the

c"'a. e n functions has c e a out. It is not only the key to th!' r-aso' for the
ange, but al 0 the t-et "or the valid! tv of the chal'll"e.

I ccr ld not agree l:.ore 1Iit~the etatement that there i e s greet Med "for recon­
side ation of 1. e d"'c·rJne of e ...olution ae applied to eoclet"· (pap'e 500). Yet
th s aoll start and the brilliant conception of the paper haa not aved 'OUE fr
a n ber of ~if·iculties. and e ...en fr certain rontradictione, aa woul~ a ~ear from
the few pointe whioh have been picked cut and ent one a ove. And I III self would
trace th Be d'fficu tiea to the central act hat 11 ile a~tnrl re1ecting the arxiet
poaition, 0'1 ave t"rown out on alf of it. You re1ect the ·cla e', but r tain
the "stru glen, .rel tra sferring thia to inetitutions. ~c~d·ntall" arxiets
ight e-harraos 0 h acceptin "'tr t' esia~ as the' r I"ard "'0 1. instit tions, and

sspecia 1- • e tate, aa he tools of ·clasa. A anv rate, all the dif"ic' Ities and
e 1'or~ed i nt rpr"tau ons se ... to er i ve fro that e i-an i- arxi 811I. The' ap aar

to be.,o eo '''11C jfl<T'd:olo"ical ops"rvs'ions a'll! 'e onatratione but rathar deductions
fr a po tulate of "atrug !':Ie t. The proceae is the S8.!"'e ae in the anist a )81. Si8--
avolu+i~n throuv' co 1'llct-- 0'11, the protagonists are claa a i- one case a.,d inati­
tlJtion~ in he ot er. Li"e t.a ballLnce of po er i lnter'lfltiona1 pOl tics, "0 r
1 sti uti na1 lalance of po 'er ay de s('ri be a ai tttati on at any gi ven ti an !) lace,
but hardl, .. inherent social pri'lciple, at alon an aspiring social p'tiloeophy.

oc'et is not established t'l a\ "tein certain i stitutions, but to achieve
certa '1 COl"-una ends throusrh th per~o ancs of fun tions " ic" "~rr spon with those
ends. "'ha onl test at any til"e is this' howell ar.. those ends being eati s1'ied,

co ari son with other til!!es and 1. ough other .neti tutione? By a opt; ng the
c ncepti n of 's ruggle" the paper is le~ 1. adtocate that wa should "strengt en
those j nstitutions 1. at see~ to ba losing gr"'und" (page 501). That is certainl a
q'Jietist vie1l '1 CO'ltraat with a r ...olutionar" arxist view. But is it a' quata as
8 social philoeophy? auld aocial peace ha...e been safeguarded b keeping up the old
po er -o-.archy, or the old co trol oi' the church.? Do notlineti tutions loee round,
so to speak:, e ause oP functi nal senility? Hav not r.volJtione sprun" p~ecia·ly
fro such a te-pts to k p up institutions beyond their ti e1 Decav is also p:nllJliwi
pLrt of th proceaa o~ r tho a not this ar~ ent ove-look the fact that 0
institutions hav slJrvive when the" hev.. be"" capable of ro-aimn.. useful byadaptinv

e r nature 0 ne1l o01ditiona and conceptiona? The old institutiOt'lSof the Pri
Counci 1 and of 1. e Lor a oallor in -ngland are .,ow ver" if erent fr w"at they
ere or inall -'n a ,,,,"e. in act, the oppo ite, no l"'lP'er ioetl'U"'ente o~ ro al

p wer It gue"~ans 0" ~-stitutjonal righ s. If an at e pt ad been de to eap
1. e1l' ·"at the" were orip:inall 1.),9 robabl" auld have ',aniehad lo~ a 0, an1 not
..acefullv. He 'e al"ain therefore, the key to suc f··ietorical evoluti n can be found

only 1 an nalvsis 0" t e changin" function, and not i'" an assu"'ption that Privy

Director's Office: Faculty Files: Box 24: Mitrany, David 1947-1949  
From the Shelby White and Leon Levy Archives Center, Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, NJ, USA



Council and Lor .ance lor, a tI ao on.,have survived because th
vi ctori 0 a i . a co- .. j tive a'r g Ie.

b ve been

In • ort, I a: he curi a position t"'a~ . ur wltol" a roach and anal r .. a
,",ot only app..al to e !'nIt 0 1/1 "'A .. been .. reI·' uftet'ul "or own work. It

i vertin.. 0 r eye "'r t e "olut-' onar rocees to articular Ian arks, I
fee 1 t a ou have een led 0 an ana ·si s an tciconclusi ons ch a'"" if i cuIt
+0 up 0 ,."d which wo·}A e 1 at) it out sociar c t nuit ,if 8 e 01' our sti-

tions, l'~ sO ~anv o'",ers in the past, erA to vanish t • e 'r at .. Iter of
change t rou" i c' e are pasal ng. I I .. , Ara hraee a 01' roverb, n«ti-
+u ions as.. t'uncti "ns ~".ain.

•
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This morning I had a long conference with Dr. Schi~fer about hiB work.
in connection with a criticiBm whieh I had submitted to him laBt week. Dr.
Sehi~fer cleared up some points. e.peeially the ~aet that part o~ the manu­
Beript whieh I read waB not a statement of hiB views but an exposition o~ a
eertain trend o~ politieal thought. Ie also made it elear that he had taken
certain particular writerB aB exemoli~ying the kind of trend v1th whieh his
argument was eoncerned.

That eorrects to some extent what I had gathered from my limited rpading
of hiB work, though I wes aware o~ eourBe that I was reading only a small part
of it. We had a long and useful diseussion and he has eVidently considerable
knowledge and intelligenee. I told him that I still ~elt some di~ficulty with
his main argument. He maintains that the so-called progressive thinkers were
working u on the idea of a League of Nations as something beyond politics.
something. as he put it. in the realm of pure reason d Justice. Henee. in""'-. ~

hie view there 1e an inherent contradiction of .prese t ng .Do-t et the S!lll!e time
ideas o~ force. If Dr. Sehi~~er produceB Buch'lnterpretation of the progressiveB
I am sure that he has goo evi ence for it. But it is something Quite outside
my own knowledge and experi nee o~ progressive writers and thinkers 1.n England
and elBewhere. and I ~ <Bay At the end o~ our talk tha I still felt that in
a sense he had exaggerated his interpretation. If he did not exaggerate what a
partieular group said. he did exaggerate by implication in seleet! ..hat must
be some sxtreme exponents of a partieular trend of thought.

However. I realize that one cannot Judge fairly Dr. Schiffer's interpretation
unless one sees a good deal more of his arguments than I have seen SO far. I
asked him to ut down on paper ~or me a brief description of what particular type
o~ group o~ progressives he used ~or his examination. but he said that it would
be very di~f1cult to do that.

Yebruary 26. 1947
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To: Mr. Winfield W. Riefler February 20. 1947

From: David. Mitrany

Re: Twentieth Century Fund Report of the Committee on Foreign Economic Relations

1. I am much impressed with the whole Report of the Committee on Foreign
Economic Relations, its c~ul and liberal argument, and esnecially with its
wholesome insistence on policies and steps which this country can take herself.
We have all too long indulged in the habit of telling the other countries what
they should do. It is elso satisfying to see the Report insist that the broad
aims of United States Foreign policy cannot be achieved with a restrictive economic
policy; and conversely, that economic recovery im~lies freedom from the fear of
political insecurity. It is right and proper to insist at the same time that the
policies which the Committee recommends can be adopted by any coun.ry to its own
acvantage, even if some of them may have to temporize until thetr economic situation
is fairly normal again.

2. I am also in complete sympathy with the view urged (on page 11) that any
economic aid must be realistic. In spite of my being aware, long before the end
of the war, of the urgency of the need for relief and rehabilitation, I feel now
as I did then that it was a mistake to let the international aid of UNRPA be ad­
ministered qy national agencies. To see that international meens given for the
sake of a common interest are used to the best ossible advantage of the peOple
concerned, is the kind of interference which would have been wholly justified; not
least because it would have helped develon the habit of joint ~nternational action
on a practical basis.

3. My one dif~iculty with the Committee's argument, and it is a very serious
difficulty, is where the Report makes a shaDP division between countries with con­
trolled economies. as a set policy, and those outside that cate~ory. In the first
place, Fnd as a matter of princinle, is it not somewha. inconsistent to base the
whole discussion on an "open" multilateral system, and then in effect to urge that
i. be closed to those who do not Qualify for it? Should the uestion of "admittance"
arise if the s~stem is one of free in.ernational trade? hxclusion would seem to
amount as a practioal effect to economic ostr cism, or at best to something like the
preferential system of the British Emnire, which would in a way be a negation of the
very meaning of a free system. Moreover and secondlY,is such a clear-cut distinction
justified? Are tariffs, immigratien restrictions and many restrictive administrative
devices not in fact deviations by government action from a free multilateral system?

,
4. The differences are therefore a rna.ter of degree, all the more as the

governments of countries with "free H economies naturally reserve to themselves the
right to use additional restrictive measures in emergencies -- as the United States,
Great Britain, France, etc. did during the years of depression. Admit.edly, that
is the kind of thing which international economic action is intended to revent or
make unnecessary. But does not this suggest -- and this is my third and main noint
tha. the real issue is not a narticular form of international economic arrangement,
but the joint achievement of economic stability as a prere~uisite for social prosperity?
Can it be taken as axiomatic tha. only_ free capitalist econom~could achieve that?
You and I may believe this to be so. The others are even more certain that only,
socialized economy can do it, and they can point to the failure in this respect of
liberal economies in the past. My point is tha. it failed insofar as it was national,
or rather nationalistic, and that the real issue is how to establish joint international
policy and action.
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5. 1n ~ view therefore the emnhasis is wrongly ~ut in the Re~ort on
"freedom", and should be r.ther on "international", leaving the ouest ion of form
to e~erience and nossibilities. For the obvious fact is that a general "free"
econo~ is no. now ~ossible. The R~ort says that it is a mistake to aim at uni­
versalityybu. is it not eoually a misteke to take the nresent division in economic
outlook as final and intracta.ble? Universality is not ne cessary but a hard,
division, because of it nolitical conseouences, m~v be fatal to the very urnose
the Renort has in view. For good or ill, large nert of the western world, narts
of Latin America. soon nrobably India, are committed to controlled economies. I
sho~ld ~eel the••he .ask of economic and nolitical experts is nrecisely not to
let the nresent dif~erence harden into an accepted division, but to try and find
ways and means by which those varied units cay cooperate with regard to snecific
and mutual roblems of world economy. To a-sune from the outset the. this is
im~os.ible seems to me both unscientific and unstatesmanlike: it means in effect
to accent domina. ion by the ideologies in the way in which dogma dominates the
difference between Cat~olics and Pro.es.ants; and that would be to ~ mind an

nlicit apandonment ot:'1iberal nhilosonn.v~"'·"he core 0:- liberal economics .

• M.
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To: Mr. Winfield W. Riefler Februar,r 20. 1947

rom: Tid Mitrany

Ee' Twentieth Centur,r fund Renort of the Co ittee on Foreign conomic Relations

1. I am much im~re ed with the whole Renort of the Committee on 'orei~

~cono~ic Relations, it caxful and liber argument, and esnecial~ with its
wholesome inai.tence on ~olioi d ~te s which thi co tr,y can ta.e her~el .
"e ve all too long indulged in the habit of telling the other countries what
they sho~ld do. It is 81-0 tisf. ing to see the ~ort in ist that the broad
aims of ~nited States lorei£n olioy cannot be achieved with a restrictive economic
~licy; an~ conver~aly, that cono'ic recovery 1m~lies freedo from the fe r of
lloUtical inseourity. It is right and prOT'er to insi t at the S6l!le time that the
~olioies which the Committee recommends can be adollted by ant country to its own
acvantage. even if soma of the J8¥ h&v to t onorize until thei economic ituation
is fairll no '·1. '&.in.

2. I ~ also in comni te.ym thy with the view urged (on ~&€e 11) t~t any
ocono ic aid mu t be realistic. In spite of M1 being Iiware, long before the end
of the w r, of the urgen of the need for relief and retabilitation. I ee now
as I did then that it wa. a .i take to let the internLtional aid of URP~ be ad­
mini tered by notional aeencies, To s e that int rneti~nsl ~e'n given for the

ake of a c on intsrept are ueed to the be t ~o • ble advantare of the eo le
c~ncerned, i the kind of interference which would hevD en ~ho 1y juptified; not
lespt bee u e it wo d have hel ed d el~ the habit of joint intern&.tional action
on a llr rtica ba Is.

J. My ne d1f~ic It ~it the Co 'ttee'q arrument, ind it io a very ·erious
~if~iculty, i where the -enort ms es a sha divi i n between conntrie with con­
tro ed economie. e e pet "0 icy, end tho e outoic.e th t C' te{'"~ In til.. fir t
~ ace, an ~o a tt r of ~rircl~le, i it n t som hbt inco~siqt nt to be e the
vhole d~scu~ 10n on an "0 en" multilateral y tee. d then n effect to ur~e that
it be c1 ed to toe w c do not Qualify for it1 hO'lld the Ilue~tion of "admlttanc "
ari e i~ the 7stem i one of r e 'nternational tr~ 8? xc ~.ion would seem to
amount ractieal ef eet to cono~10 ostracism, or at be t to something like the
llreferential sy teM of the Britiah ~ ire. which would in a vay be a neg~~ion of the
ver.y meaning of a free sy tem. oreover and scondly ie sueh a elear-cut diatinction
ju tified? re tiff, i ,igration restric.ions JUld any restrictive admi istrat've
device not in fact deviations b, government action fr ~ a free oultilateral y·tem1

4. The difference are th refore a ma.ter of degree, all the ore as the
goy romente of countrie with "fre "acono~ie natural~ req rve to them~elve the
right to u e additional re trictiv mea urea in mergenoies -- as the United State ,
Great Britain, France. etc, did during tne years of d~r 8 ion. Admitte~. that
is th kind of thing which internati nal econo ic ction is intended t~ revent or
lle1<e unnecessary. .But doe not this s~.est -- and thi i Illy third and malin oint
that the re ia<ue is not a ~articular !2!! of internation 1 economic arrangement.
but the joint achievement of economic tebility e a prer Iluiqite for social .roq~erityl

Can it bs taken a %iometic th on~ ~ free ca italist econOll could achieve that?
Tou and I may beli ve this to be so. he others are even re certain that only ~
socialized Boono t can do it, ano. they can ~oint to th failur in this res~ect of
11b ral economies in th t. Y oint i tJ t it failed inaof aa it wa national.
or rather n tionalistic. and that the reb iq·U6 i how to establi h joint intE~ tional
~o icy and action.
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5. 1n I!J¥ Tiew th efore the ~hasi is ongl,. "'1lt in the ""ort on
"freedom", d hould be r ther on international", 1 T.ng th aue tion of fOrM
to eX""erie~ce and os ibilitie~. ~or th ObTiou- f6ct i that a general "free"
ec nOmT i not nnv 0 ible. The R~ort.~ thAt it i a m1 tare to aim at i­
Tere~lit,..but i it not eoually a i t ke to take the ~re8ent diTi ion in economic
outlook e· final and intractable? UniTer it,. is not ne ~ arz. but a h d
division. ~p uoe of it no itica consequence, mey b f tel to th Tery urpo e
the Rwnort haa in Tiew. For good or ill, a rge ~rt 0 the v stern vorld, ""art

f atin Am rica, ~oon nrobab In ie, are committed t contro led conomie,. I
shoo d feel that the teak of econo ic and nolltical xn rt8 18 reciRely not to
let the T'r ent dif~erence har'en 'nto an ac e~ted diTi ion, but to try and f ~d

wa,.s and by which tho e Taried unite ,. coo erate with raro rd to ~ecifie

and utnal r b e of vorl economy. .0 a. ume from the out-et t t thi ie
a ible to me both un cientifie and un tatesaanlike: it mean in effect

to acc~t a i tion by the ideo ogies in the vay in vhi do~ do in te the
dif erence between C.. tllOl1c 6.Ild rotes ".l!. ~ and that vould be to I!J¥ min an
i '""licit • andonment a ib ral nhiloso hT iJ the cnre of liberal Bcon mics.

~

• M.
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0: r. t r Schitfer

From: Javid Hrany

~te: reb r,r 14, 1941

I h'v re~d with r 1 intere"t th etion ot the UAeri~t which you
were ~od en u~h to at me ee d vhIch, I p. thered, indicates th main
trend ot y~ r beet. I relive, ot co~e, B you soid, that what I have
r-ad i- cnly a very all ~P!t ~t 1~ur nuocri~t. ~ r arks r ther 'ore
q bJpct 0 c rrec ion in tp i ht o~ y~ur co lFtF work. Eut I thInk th.t
I fTa., 'lur ce tr nOp i tion d th tIther tor vant"ra ow co nt
on H.

1. he b- knc 0 your ~ nt a •• to e to r.r cla rly in
~ "1j"~61. '''ithout the 0 ti-iotic a • an incr a e in
rational y an~ orality it ne d not b h ed _ t (ot tho Le~e)
would worl!:. _·t the icea tr" t co "'U

'
i"n.. nece op i 1 i d tho -e "i i tic

~ --tion th t t te .. r not ree.or-ble and ~ral eno ~ to liv - cefu ly
to thar ithout ~ syot m 'It ay entorc m nt !milar, it not identic 1, with that
xi.tin~ within the indIvidual t tea. The new cr~ani.atinn there ore 101

b ed on tvo ide v ic were not ily rec "ei able vlth each ..... It ~
b aid that a~ f a the &netion .. r c" c rnad th ta a wold ba un-o ed
to work on under conditione w ich, if th Y d exieted, would heve mada tha
organization CBS ar,r."

nd on ege 261 -- ·ConAiatent ro r .ive think ra ,0

believ d that th 1 ot r a on wculd event lly beco e
ot into tirnal ecurity cou d s why an internhti"nal or
th u e of wer wa n ce once ... r li inated th

rm ent -e ce." (i.e., butOcracy).

unli'e Put ~dort

tfective ~~r t e
i ••ion relyin. on

1 t obotacle to

Your ~ ~ nt i very cl r. _here run thro h it an eerly a um~tion,

which is not .owev r at d in the ecti'n which I ave read. lhe 10 ic ot the
~ent i~liea on axtr a cr nic view ot t t t. For If tha t ta ware not,

in your view, a co~~let ~ unIque entity, it iq ditficult to 8 hy th ame
• ~tion. to the contr dicticn etwa nag nar lly r a.~ abla at_itude end
the "aDcti n w. ic~ u.ually ttac" to a al order, ~hou d ~llv on y Bxter lly
and n'lt Int r a ly. h "ru a nf r ason" in th d ocr' tic "t te d~e n~t eli inate
th need t~r 0, ~cti~ .

Al the other noints atend or tall by what I ~ led t a""' e to be yo'r
v'e.. 0' t~a e~ ete or nic and 'oue" tore ot tha etate. On ~ ~ ~6~ y~ eay
th "the intern tio a co unity 'a 8X"'lected t') e. der an err ctiv 1
orn r o~ ." rl ty n lit ca i i er ttl inr. w' thin the v ri,,'·

i "a t eo. wi h=t b... I~,- r'" f" ed int a u~ r- t te vh ch wo d hava
d riTe it cf it- c r eter f a c 1lIl t7 of tree ided by r on. "
~y hould a ne ~c'itica1 d n Ion' ly t • qU er In- ot tre dom ~ r .eon l'
ore th d" ~ h "'0 l' •C& entity of th tate? Of eO'C e the

ab')ve tat n t e .arxiet cr rebi tic vi of the atate
oa en llut it rn acce t- the n tio ~t t .0 b i

Director's Office: Faculty Files: Box 24: Mitrany, David 1947-1949  
From the Shelby White and Leon Levy Archives Center, Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, NJ, USA



the
ho

'1l

....olitical orf:
l~ 1. b ill o~

o.e t .. wider

ization of a ocial co
ible. aft rour tat ment
"olitical e titl' for a

itl'

tlll

for tual dvant
to i~l~, to tran
rater Ilutual aCT

e, w~
f r that
nta 1

3. On nage 262 1'0" uy in conn ction with tht that the new development
II " to le d back b yon Grotiu to tyn of unity • it had elthted in the

iddle A«e."b ed on and viti tod b ~ow r." I .ho~ld bav thourht th t what­
av r vi w one t .• of th J'iddl A,e., the olitical 'Power of the - -eror 'II II

'C 1 • r al d ef~ect v t th ~tritual over of the Po e b • d on tbe
unitr of t~e C_ri.tian ureh.

4. On 26:> in yo 1 continue rent 8.T t t "tbere
actual w a eontr diction in ar nt in t~e ide that the int r~tional 1 ,al
order en"ed on the ~oci ! ltb # th -t te- t' in!ll;enee o~ t "u ie
ori i n of i d. ~ t t at t • Qe time th ntemational community r -
~ire .o~e m~ n. o! co ]-Ion ~nr t k aintensnee o~ ~ ee and aecurity."

In what way" thAt dl!'ere fro t~e gen ral yAtem "rev lin in even tbe
mo t doer tic o! nationa t t a1 Ba. not every 1,. y tem, a" indeed even
tb dlv e ~ te ,- no 11' o~ - -ctio • at ehed to it e ~ tter of eour-eT

e tie o! -re ~iv8 over1 &nction- are not, I would thi >
lor no= ordir.... ry be aVior, . but .. w rni &nd a check

ai -t a a ft••

:>63 yo' t anotber c~n diction betwe n the a sumed ' itl'
of ind nd the c~ tinned T te ee of n tiona t te. • nity of tion
witbin the vorld eo~unity.e ad thuft guar teed. the other hand. the v ioue
Ind~ nd nt t te rained th o.t im ortant elec nts of the lobal COQCUAity.
~v rv action of tbi eo ~ nlty w • in fact &n action of .tate,n Unit~ in variety
i. not ~ illo~ie in un e. ne t e an extr e or i view of tbe tate
knd '~o th View thet it e ncot be yt i08 el 8 b • an in trument of ~ower. One
n d not be a co e d lur li.t t~ a it t t tb 1 nt. of oe! ty are mul-
ti"le, that tb "un tie • vary. individual y belon to a whole

ou. of unit •• -- a. a tr de unioni.t, ~ rty ber. a o II b r of a church,
te. -- yet 1 of the n~t reclude the exi t nee of an incl .ive .oclal

unity, wh'ch i a nation. In any c -e,l n't it oi g tather far to aay that
very action in the internutional field i. an action of .t te.r rade~,.c entific
nd artietic and reli tou. relation, tc. are u~uAlly th r 1 tiona of ~articu ar
rou •• _.e multi~licity of eoci 1 relati nl, aa diqtinet from the ~rely di~lo-

tic- olitieel, w ready a? rent ie th peei_lized ctioee of tbe Le e
of ltl,ion and ha nov been fo 111' e.tabUlh d in t~ .T' cial intern ti"nal

nei •• v icb r nc 8 t u for all sort cf 0 e~vitho~t ev n the obli-
g tion t~t tt.ey ne d b t~ached to the centr 1 olitieal or iz&tion, the
tn ted tions. .he i ti~etion b lowe n the~e rhere. i 1 0 ree I ed in the
f ctt t t, n th on hand. a qt t can b m mo r of eo e - eei i ed a ency
without be m ber of the United tion, and on the oth r hand that riv te
b die like th 'orld P der ti n of Trade nion. the lnte~tional Coo.er tiv
A ice, tc. rp glTen voie i the nha"in, of the Un t dAtion•.

6. On ." e'?6 0" 1 0 e:r t t the I ntem ti "0&1 er.-l order va de
neee ary v "t e d ver t tnt r -t of • .. t •• au rted b -ower," _hat lZain

e - o me ~ occ- -1,.. • . n TID 1 conHt on . The n., 1 con iUon i
vor ,:. ~oci ty e. n tiona 8o>e et ~ ther a co-=un!ty 0 int "reco t I tbe inter -t
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in e ce and good life; d the gr ter the comm ity of intereat, the ~rtater the
ne d for ome eo on guidanoe and control. It W&8 the community of lntere t in
checking e idemice which gradually bra ht about international action in t t field.
It wan the discov ry that the locust l&gue in the :iddle t could not be checked
by the bOt ion of &n1 one et4te .hi ecently led to Joint controlled aotion for
endin thia Biblic&l lague. It wa~ b OaU e the gr at denr saion of the 30's. de
ev ryone . re th t econoeic oollapse In one country affected the well-being of
e 0 t ey ry other country that Join economic action & sinst dt~r a"ion ia now
being attem~t d.

7. On th 8 e ~&g~, if I ~y refer to a narticular ~oint. you SLY that "ae
Ion e progre q could not be re rded as havi reuched its goal" the pro regsive
thinker ie in a dilemma. But ie there anything a efinite and final bout ~rogrsaa.

een ciall~ political nrogress7 Ie not st~ which ~roveB on a t r etioe a
part of th uroc e of nro re 7 10 one could fore ee what at~ y be deRir'ble
in tnture nr ctice: it all d end 0 conditione end our a niratione. A good &Dy
thin~ which are r p.?rded a ~ro rea a ~ne time ay com to be vi wed in a diff rent
Ii ht a ener tion ter; or nrogress In nne field, for in tance in cch&nical tr s­
nort and Bvi tinn, may neca' itate raPT R a r~~ards the freedo of the Individual
t do aq be 18a es on the road or in the air. Social nro re " one could weI rrue,. ....,
hB not me touch a eha e i h an nature 9 in the relation between· • in
th nrovieion of in.truments !or de ling with mut nroble s. ho'ld thi8 be
unthln~a Ie i~ the re ation of n tin 1 PTOu~S without aBRumlny the need to wait for

he oomnl te ab ition of the stAtel

g. In ehort. in lIui yo oase it ge liS to me that (i) yO'l are U ing an
e P~ r ted inte~retati of the re ience by nro eeq vee or onti i ta on "reeson";
(ii) fro~ that ex -er tion you deduce t t the ar caup.ht in the dilemma "r aRon
or force"; (iii) fro. that you are led ~o ~~t u~ In eRtiMAting a n rticular inte
--tiona eriment cert In b 0 ute rpm es d teste which heve not b n a ~lied

in ~~ t ao n ~r otice in r atlon to the nAtiona t te,

Q ite a~art fro' your cone uRione. aR far e' I can.e this rocese is v lid
only if it i ~e to r .t on two assumntions: (i) that the at to i auch 8 uni ue
and eo letely or anic ntity that internati~n 1 rElation c n be nothie but relation
between t tee: (ii) that thi organic state ie by itR nature an instrument of nower
which cou c not ba led into willin coo~er tion with each other (and therefor as a
coroll~ry. a yo s • a world s ate of international goverueent could exist only
~ un~ressing the freedom of tioD 1 states). For unles the e were your underlying
a8 ~tion. I c not e the logical va idity of th argument that the restraints

d 90cial oonoae ions o~aratlng in tiona! life cannot b exnected to wOr in inter­
n tional lif ; and why tbe rrovi ion of sanctions againet abusea hich is a normel
nart of pvery national 'a system should in a world system be t&ken to imnly tbe
ho~ele t il e of the Ie of reason. As I heve sId. these ere que tions which
co e u to ~ mind in re diny your bri f ~ilo 0 hical ctien on the ideas und rlfi
the eneriment of the L a a ot •. tiOD •

D. M.
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THE INSTITUTE FOR ADV A CED STUDY
Founded by Mr. Louis Bamb<rg<r and Mrs. Felix Fu/d

PRINCETON, NEW JERSEY

February 13, 1947

Dear Mi trany:

Why donI t you write to the Vi. F. Prior Co.

and ask them for the price of the whole set. Would it

be worthwhile at the same time to ask whether they would

seli certain recent volumes separately?

Once we get the answers to these two ques-

tions, I should like to talk to you about the matter.

I suggest your writing in the first instance

because you have it so much more clearly in mind than I

do.

Yours sincerely,

FA:kr

Professor David Mitrany
Institute for Advanced Study

Frank Aydelotte
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To: Mr. Coo er

From: David Mitrany

Date: February 13, 1947

As I mentioned thi~ morning in our talk, and Quite a art from any question
of dif erence of views on nollcy, I feel that there is a slight nconsistency in
some of your ref rences to sovereignty.

On nage 189, in sneakin? of the no ition of the United States at Chicago,
you sny that it insisted on the rraintenance of its sovereignty but that subject
to that it wanted internation flyi to be as free as no ible. Obviously the
two thin~ cannot go to~ether, and yOl' may be onen to the criticism that you are
making rather lieht 0 the ~erican ~osition on that occasion.

On ~e 193 you S"y that the four major nronosals at Chicago could "assume
continued sovereignty of each nation in Its own air snace." That does not seem
cnn i tent with the st£tement abol t the middle of nage 195 thht the Auetralia­
New Zealand ~ron09al would have made it unlawful for any nation to u e the air­
sPace at it n eesure, in ofar a certain parts were internationalized, -- nor
with the statement at the bottom of nape ?15 that at Chicago Great Britain and
Canada had asked that actual nolice nower sho d be nut into the hand of an
international organization.

Perha~e this co fueion would be avoided if one 9 oke of "authority" rather
than of ~overeignty" for obviously authority to do a narticular thing or to
exercise a T.articular control could not lie at the same time both in the hands
of national governments and of some international organ.

On page 222 you inquire whether if the ICAO were to fail of its purpose, that
nurpose could be carried through by the Economic and Social Council of U. N. There
seems to be im~lied a sugge-Lion that the latter has sunerior authority, but in
fact and in princinle tLis is hardly the case. Perhaps Yhat you had in mind was
th t if the snecial agenc' failed for one reaeon or another to achieve its nurpose,
the conomic and Social Council might try to take over the initiative in starting
the thing a~in.

D. M.
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John W. Cadbury, 3rd

12 High Street

Moorestown, N. J.

February 12th, 1947.

Dear Mit:

Thank you for lovely letter, which warms me
all through, and which gives ideas about persuading Tessa to
break away on a weekday. C ta"nly we ould ot want to feel that
you were not where you oug to e, an t uld not want to be gen­
erous and let you be ther ~ I" 1 tr to s e whether Tessa can't get
away during a week, on e excel ent gro s suggested by you. On
the ~ce that I can' ,however, et's ave it still the 22nd unless
we hear further from ou.

As for Tice, details are the following: The Practice
~of Medicine is published by W. F. Prior Co., Inc., and my correspondence

( has been with one Mr. C. L. Beery. The address of the company is
simply Hagerstown, Maryland. If Dr. Aydelotte or you are going to
take this up again, ~t has occured to me that to enquire the price of
the entire publication might be worthwhile, as that is one thing I
never did and one might discover it was not as high as we might imagine.
If Dr. Karel Blum hasn't the work at all, he might welcome the whole
thing protests to the contrary notwithstanding. However. I'm sure
the cost of the whole work will probably be prohibitive. Still, it
might be an opening wedge for renewed negotiations with Beery. What­
ever you do, I will be more than eager for news of your success and of
course want to help further if I can.

Tessa is
(however you sp 11 it
She is haVing so e
get exactly what
such a shopper a
contractl

With love from us both,
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To: Mr. John C. ooper

From: David Mitrany

February 6, 1947

I have read your naner on Air Transnortation an World Orpanization

with much interest and co~lete s~athy.

I should li.e to ~ubmit to you only one noint for your consideration.

Using th ideas advocaced b~ Grotius, you make a very interesting and

effective comnarison between the old nroblems of freedom of the seas and the

new roblem of freedom of the air. But there is one difference between the

two which seems to me vital and which make~ the new ~roblem rather more com~lex.

Ships may be free to enter any port, but from their very nacure they have to

use port facilities which arc under the control of the particular na.ional

authority. From th£ moment they arc tied ~c the ~icr, the cargo of the shins

end the movements of their personnel are thus under continuous observation and

control. Th y could not land troops or exnlosives or supplies unless they c n

elude customs and immigration authorities. Aeroplanes could drop all these

things while on route. It is true that they aloo can be held to a fixed route,

b t th t either creates dif iculties for them in bad weather, etc .• or may lead

to arbltrary renrisals (ss in the reoent Am rican-Yugoslav incidents). In

their cpse therefore, freedom of entry involves a risk to na ional security,
which does ot exist in the ca e of shins. It is for that reason, no doubt, that

freedom of entry into orts doe not e ly to warships, and by your own unanswer-

able argument, in the ceoe of flying there is no nossibility of differentiation

between aircraft u~ for peac ful ends and those used for ebu ive ends (such as

might dron noison or bacteria or s boteurs). It seems that because a much greater

freedom of movement is innate in flying a corresrondingly greater political

restriction is bound to be the counterpart as long as aviation is a n tional

instrument.

D. M.
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_L;ncoln and Poli~ical Dormatism.

A friend once remarked to Lincoln ow strange it wae that in a great

crisie the country should pick a 'one-horse lawyer' for President; he
would no have believed it if told that it might hap en. Lincoln

replied:

'Neither would I. But it "ae a time when a man "ith a

theory and a eet policy would have been fatal to the country.

I have never had a theory. I have simply tried to do "hat

see~ed beet each day, ae each day came. I

(From Sandburg I e I Lincoln I. )

(The .ame completely true of F1~~ and the crieiF of the
'thirties. )
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Extract from Dr. Mitrany1s letter of January 19, 1947

" •••My present a::'rangements are to return to New York on the

27th as I ,~t to see Dr. Niebuhr. who is sailing for Europe

the day after. I shall stay for 2-) days to see some of my

friends at Columbia and come to Princeton either late on

Thursday afternoon. Jan. )0. or more likely e:bout midday on

Friday. January)1. I have spoken to Mrs. Marquand on the

'phone and she is kindly going to take me in for awhile--

I don't know how long she can keep me. and I lIlUSt try and

get a room at the Inn or some other quiet place aften<ards ... "

Copy to: J·liss Richardson,/'
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