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Chesapeake, and other continental drainage systems.
Veatch ascribed these canyons to subaerial erosion, in-
ferring depression of sea level by several thousand
feet. By the 1950s, however, most geologists consid-
ered them the work of submarine density currents,
Veatch’s Quito to Bogota (1917) provided an account of
his experiences in South America.

Veatch was active professionally as a member of the
American Association for the Advancement of Sci-
ence, the American Geographical Society, the Seismo-
logical Society of America, and the American Associa-
tion of Petroleum Geologists. He was a fellow of the
Geological Society of America, the Geological Society
(London), and the Royal Geographical Society. In
19201922 he served as a councilor of the Society of
Economic Geologists and was president elect when he
died. He also was a member of the Mining and Metal-
lurgical Society of America’s Committee on Foreign
Mining Policy (1921-1922) and the American Institute
of Mining and Metallurgical Engineers’ Petroleum
Committee (1919), was active in the Council of For-
eign Relations, and belonged to the Cosmos Club. He
died at his home in Port Washington, Long Island,
New York.

» For useful sources of information about Veatch, see L.. C.
Snider, “Arthur Clifford Veatch (1878-1938)," Bulletin of the
American Association of Petrolewm Geologists 23, no. 4 (1939):
621-22, William B. Heroy, “Memorial to Arthur Clifford
Veatch,” in the Geological Society of America, Annual Report
for 1941 (1942): 201-9, which includes his bibliography. Wil-
liam R. Brice, “Gilbert Dennison Harris: A Life with Fos-
sils,” Bulletin of American Paleontology 109, no. 350 (1996),
includes an extensive summary of Veatch’s life and his pro-
fessional association with Harris. Edgar Wesley Owen, Trek
of the Ol Finders: A History of Exploration for Petroleum
(1975), includes an analysis of Veatch’s contribution to petro-
leum development in the Gulf Coast of North America. An
obituary is in the New York Times, 25 Dec. 1938.

RALPH L. LANGENHEIM, JR.

(24 June 1880-10 Aug. 1960), mathe-
rnancnan and mathematical physicist, was born in De-
corah, Iowa, the son of Andrew Anderson Veblen and
Kirsti Hougen. His father was a teacher at Luther Col-
lege in Decorah (1877-1881) and later professor of
physics at the University of [owa. One of Oswald Veb-
len’s uncles was the economist and social theorist
Thorstein Veblen. After receiving a B.A. from the
University of lowa in 1898, he remained there for an
additional year as a laboratory assistant in physics.
Following a year of study at Harvard University he
was awarded a second B.A. in 1900. He then entered
the University of Chicago as a graduate student in
mathematics and there received his doctorate in 1903.
His dissertation “A System of Axioms for Geometry”
was prepared under the supervision of Eliakim Has-
tings Moore, who notably influenced his early thought
and work. Veblen remained in Chicago (1903-1905) as
an associate in mathematics, and there, together with
Moore, influenced the doctoral research of Robert L.
Moore. In 1905 Veblen went to Princeton University

as one of the new preceptors appointed by university
president Woodrow Wilson to raise the level of in-
struction and scholarship. In 1908 he married Eliza-
beth Mary Dixon Richardson, the sister of Sir Owen
Richardson, then professor of physics at Princeton,
who was later the winner of the 1928 Nobel Prize in
physics; the couple had no children.

Veblen was promoted to professor of mathematics at
Princeton in 1910 and held the Henry B. Fine Profes-
sorship of Mathematics from 1926 to 1932. During
World War I he served as a captain, later major, in the
army and was assigned to the Ordnance Department at
the Aberdeen Proving Grounds in Maryland. In 1932
he was the first professor to be appointed in the School
of Mathematics of the newly founded Institute for Ad-
vanced Study at Princeton. In this capacity he was in-
strumental in choosing the other original institute
members— James W. Alexander, Albert Einstein,
John von Neumann, and Hermann Weyl. Veblen re-
mained active in the affairs of the institute untl his re-
tirement in 1950. An exchange professor at Oxford
University in 1928-1929, he also lectured at Gottin-
gen, Berlin, and Hamburg in 1932. The latter experi-
ence gave him a firsthand glimpse of the approaching
turbulence in Germany, and he subsequently worked
tirelessly to help place the refugees who came to the
United States. In 1939-1940 he was also one of the
founders of the journal Mathematical Reviews. During
World War II he resumed his military duties as a sec-
tion head at the Aberdeen Proving Grounds (1941-
1945) and recruited many distinguished mathemati-
cians to work on problems at the Ballistics Research
Laboratory, also in Maryland.

Veblen was much honored and respected during his
lifetime. He was elected to the National Academy of
Sciences in 1919. From 1920 to 1923 he served on the
National Research Council, and on his advice it initiat-
ed a program of postdoctoral fellowships that encour-
aged the development of research within the American
university community. He was president of the Amer-
ican Mathematical Society in 1923-1924 and did yeo-
man service in resolving its financial difficulties and
achieving formal incorporation. Veblen was also cho-
sen president of the first postwar International Con-
gress of Mathematicians, held in Cambridge, Massa-
chusetts, in 1950.

In a broad sense, almost all of Veblen’s research was
concerned with geometry. Although he did discover
new results of some significance, the most important
aspect of his work rests in the conceptual approaches
he devised in formulating an area, or a specific topic,
in mathematics. These formulations, even if they were
not the ultimate ones adopted, always identified the
key ideas and served as cartalysts for future progress.
Hence, the influence of his ideas on mathematical
thought, especially in the United States, during the
first half of the twentieth century was enormous. His
research activities can be divided into five general
phases, which overlap chronologically and conceptu-
ally with each other. The first of these (1903-1918), an
immediate continuation of his doctoral work on the

and
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foundations of geometry, included an extensive inves-
tigation of projective geometry, in particular finite ge-
ometries, in collaboraton with William H. Bussey
(1906), Joseph H. M. Wedderburn (1907), and John
W. Young (1908). This culminated with the appear-
ance of the monumental two-volume Projective Geome-
try (1910, 1918) by Veblen and Young (Veblen was the
sole author of the second volume). These books were
widely read and are still regarded as the definitive ex-
position of the subject.

In 1911 Veblen also proposed an elegant formula-
tion of Euclidean geometry. His work on geometry
then led to a corresponding concurrent period of study
on the foundations of analysis (1904-1908) and his in-
fluendal textbook, with Nels J. Lennes, Introduction to
Infinitesimal Analysis: Functions of One Real Variable
(1907). This was the first American text to consider ex-
plicitly the conceptual aspects of calculus, and it was of
great importance in introducing rigor into the class-
room. In 1905 he also gave the first correct proof of the
celebrated Jordan Curve Theorem.

The third period (1912-1924) was devoted to topol-
ogy (analysis situs in the vernacular of the time), the
topic of his colloquium lectures of 1916 to the Ameri-
can Mathematical Society. Published as Analysis Situs
(1922), the lectures give a systematic exposition of
Henri Poincaré’s great work of 1892-1904 on combi-
natorial topology and gained worldwide recognition.
In America, the work essentially gave rise to the
Princeton school of topology, which was subsequently
led by Veblen’s colleagues Alexander and Solomon
Lefschetz.

The fourth period (1922-1932) began when Veblen
and Luther P. Eisenhart cooperated to found the
Princeton school of differential geometry. This school
actively studied higher-dimensional geometries, i.e.,
the mathematics of relativity, and had many students.
Veblen’s work was summarized in two brilliant tracts:
Invariants of Quadratic Differential Forms (1927) and
The Foundations of Differential Geometry (1932). The
former is an elegant précis of Riemannian geometry,
while the latter, written in collaboration with his stu-
dent John H. C. Whitehead, is a critical study of the
structure of those mathematical systems that may be
termed geometry. It also contains the first formal defi-
nition of the seminal notion of a differentiable mani-
fold. The final period (1930-1937) of Veblen’s math-
ematical work was devoted to mathematical physics,
especially projective relativity and spinor theory. The
first of these resulted in a monograph, Projekiive
Relativitatstheorie (1933), while the second was
sketched in Geometry of Complex Domains (1936), a sct
of lecture notes written with his pupil James W. Giv-
ens. Each of these required elaborate geometric inves-
tigations, which were never completed although Veb-
len worked on them well into his retirement.

An engaging person of great modesty and personal
charm, Veblen ultimately became a senior statesman
of American mathematics. His friendly manner and
warm smile endeared him to both his contemporaries
and several generations of younger mathematicians.

His devotion to Princeton and the institute was legen-
dary. Suffering in his final years from partial blind-
ness, he invented several devices to aid the visually im-
paired, one of which was produced by the American
Foundation for the Blind. In 1961 the American
Mathematical Society created the Veblen Prize for Ge-
ometry, which is awarded every five years in his hon-
or. Veblen died peacefully in his summer home in
Brooklin, Maine.

« Veblen's papers are in the Manuscript Division of the Lj-
brary of Congress and include an extensive correspondence
with his colleagues and coworkers. His retiring address as
president of the American Mathematical Society, “Remarks
on the Foundations of Geometry,” Bulletin of the American
Mathematical Soctery 31 (Mar.-Apr. 1925): 12141, and
“Certain Aspects of Modern Geometry,” Rice Institute Pam-
phiets (1934), comain lucid examples of his mathematical
style and views. A biographical notice by R. C. Archibald ap-
pears in A Semicentenmial History of the American Mathemari-
cal Society, 1888-1938 1 (1938): 206-11, and includes a com-
plete list of his doctoral students and publications up to 1938.
Obituary notices are in the National Academy of Sciences,
Biographical Memoirs 37 (1964): 325-41, the Bulletin of the
American Mathematical Society 69 (Jan. 1963), and in the New
York Times, 11 Aug. 1960.

JoserH D. ZunD

VEBLEN, Thorstein Bunde (30 July 1857-3 Aug.
1929), economist and social critic, was born in Cato
Township, Manitowoc County, Wisconsin, the son of
Thomas Anderson Veblen and Kari Thorsteindatter
Bunde, farmers. Veblen’s parents had emigrated from
Norway in 1847 and, after three earlier attempts at far-
ming in Wisconsin, settled permanently in 1865 on a
farm near Northfield, Minnesota.

Veblen was, for his times, unconventional in his
lifestyle, unorthodox in religious matters, and hetero-
dox in his social, political, and economic thought. As
an adult he was always an outsider, especially in
American academic life where he tried, and failed, to
make a successful career. Consequently, students of
Veblen’s work have paid much attention to his family
background, childhood, and early adult years in ef-
forts to understand his alienation from society and his
almost masochistic attitude toward meeting the mini-
mum requirements for success in his chosen profes-
sion. The alienation is frequently seen as a key to un-
derstanding Veblen's work and, perhaps, as the source
of the undoubted originality of his view of the society
and economy of the nineteenth-century Western
world. However, Veblen's eldest brother, Andrew
(there were in all twelve children, of whom Thorstein
was the sixth), had an unspectacular but successful ac-
ademic career as a mathematician and physicist. Obvi-
ously, the two as boys experienced a similar social and
familial environment.

Veblen’s childhood and adolescent years were spent
on farms in rural communities largely populated by
first-generation Norwegian Lutheran immigrants; the
nearby towns were settled by native-born Protestants
mainly of English descent who controlled the local
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HISTORICAL STUDIES LIBRARY
THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY
PRINCETON, NEW JERSEY 08540

ITEMS REMOVED : VEBLEN, OSWALD 1940-1971

1) "Oswald Veblen," by Deane Montgomery, reprinted
from the Bulletin of the American Mathematical Soceity,
Vol. 69, No. 1, January 1963 : pp. 26-36.
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April 16, 1971

Miss Fern Moss

Assistant Picture Editor
Encyclopaedia Britamnnica
425 North Michigan Avenue
Chicago, Illinois 60611

Dear Miss Moss:

We are sorry for the delay in
responding to your letter of April 2 but
we have beemn trying to obtain the pictures
you asked for. However, we have not been
able to locate photographs of Professors
Veblen and Weyl and regret that we cannot
be of help to you.

Sincerely yours,

(Mrs.) Elisabeth Balsa
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ENCYCLOPADIA BRITANNICA

425 NORTH MICHIGAN AVENUE * CHICAGO, ILLINODIS 680611

April
2
1971

Information Office
Institute for Advanced Study
Princeton, New Jersey

Dear Sirs:
We are currently gathering illustrations for a number of biographical

articles in the Encyclopaedia Britannica and would appreciate your
sending black and white photographs of:

VEBLEN, OSWALD (1880-1960) == in 1950 Mr, Veblen was made
Professor Emeritus at the
Institute for Advanced Study

WEYL, HERMANN (1885-1955) == from 1933-51, Mr, Weyl was
a Professor at The Institute
for Advanced Study.

Both men were professors in the field of mathematics.,

Any information regarding the above illustrations will be greatly
appreciated,

Sincerely,

Forn Nursa

(Miss) Fern Moss
Assisbant Picture Editor
Art Department

M/1r
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§ January 1961

Cancelleria

Accademia Nazionale dei Lincei
Via della Lungara 10

Rome

Italy

Gentlemen:

In response to your questionnaire addressed
to Professor Oswald Veblen, I regret to inform
’;20 that Professor Veblen died on August 10,
1960.

Sincerely yours,

Mrs. Wilder Hobson
Secretary to the Director

n, NJ, UsA
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ACCADEMIA NAZIONALE DEI LINCEI

Circolare N. 32018

AI SIGNORI SOCI
DELL'ACCADEMIA NAZIONALE DEI LINCEI

Illustre Professore,

poiche & in corso la revisione e l'aggiornamento del-
1'Annuario di questa Accademia, nonché il completamento delle
schede personali dei Soci, mi pregio inviarLe 1'unito modulo

con preghiera di voler restituirlo alla Cancelleria debitamen

te riempito con cortese sollecitudine.
La ringrazio e La prego di voler gradire i miei mi-
gliori ossequi.

IL CANCELLIERE

Drnesto Gianni

Roma, 23 novembre 1960

——
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December 14, 1960

Mrs, Oswald Veblen
Herrontown Road
Princeton, New Jersey

Dear Mrs, Veblen:

At a recent meeting of the Admissions |[Committee you were
elected to special membership in the Nasspy Club,

The Officers of the Club join mé in welcoming you and ex-

pressing our hope that you will n;kn use 61‘390 Club and find
its associations pleasant, o

#e are listing below the 1v'{99es extended to ladies:

A. Use of the
times when ghi“c open,

se in ivate dining rooms at all times

C. Lu é:if;. nner parties and teas may be
d
upon ‘res tions,

Sincerely,

Rudolf A, Clemen
President
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18 November 1960

Chairman, Admissions Committee
The Nassau Club

6 Mercer Street

Princeton, New Jersey

Dear Sir:
I have been asked to support the application

of Mrs. Oswald Veblen for membership in
Club. It is a pleasure and an honor to do so.
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Professor André Weil
The Institute for Advanced St¢udy

gccs WMiss Sachs
Professor Montgomery

. \
Fae: Vel
From the Shelby White and Leon Levy Archives Center, Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, NJ, USA Gl lan

29 November 1960



Records of the Office of the Director / Faculty Files / Box 32 / Veblen, Oswald 1940-1971 ;a SR TS FtL( ,/C,/A—[_Lu--
From the Shelby White and Leon Levy Archives Center, Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, NJ, USA

THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY

PRINCETON, NEW JERSEY

SCHOOL OF MATHEMATICS November 28 3 1960

Dr. Robert Oppenheimer
The Institute for Advanced Study
Princeton
New Jersey
Dear Robert:

Yesterday Mrs. Veblen told me that Veblen's
Mathematics books and reprints are to go to the Institute.
If there are things which the Institute does not need,
then I believe she would like them to go to some other in-
stitution, perhaps a smaller cocllege which would appreciate

them.

Sincerely,
/@-:’1—’\/\_)—

Deamnr Montgomery
DM:aj

cc: Prof. Bgurling

Bgrel

Godel

Morse
Selberg

Weil

Whitney
Judith Sachs
Minot Morgan
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28 Oetober 1960

Dear Deane, dear Pan:

Thank you for preparing our Faculty
letter to Mrs. Veblen. I thought it
superlative, and am most grateful. It may
please you that the Institute's Trustees
have asked to be associated with the words
you wrote.

We have sent it on to Mrs. Veblen
with a note to this effect, but I have not
told her of the authorship. You should feel
free to do so.

Very sincerely,

Robert Oppenheimer

Professor Deaene Montgomery
Professor Erwin Panofsky
The Institute for Advanced Study

F_}fl‘
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Office of the Director

27 October 1960

Dear Mrs. Veblen:

It is my duty, snd my wish, to
transmit to you this brief statement
from Professor Veblen's collesgues who
are members of the Faculty of the
Institute for Advanced Study.

I have also been asked to tell you
that the Trustees of the Institute wish
to be associated with this statement,
and have asked me to let it stand also
as their tribute to Professor Veblen.

With warm good wishes,

Robert Oppenheimer

Mrs. Oswald Veblen
Herrontown Hoad
Princeton, New Jersey
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Dear Mrs. Veblen,

We of the Faculty wish to tell you of the sadness the death of your
husband has brought to us. We are acutely conscious of the loss to the
Institute and to the world of learning of one of i;s major figures.

Oswald Veblen was of great influence in developing the Institute as
a center for postdoctoral research, but this was only a part of a career
extending back for half a century to the time when scholarly work was in
its infancy in Princeton and the United States. His effect on mathematics,
transcending the Princeton community and the country as a whole, will be
felt for decades to come; but his interest and influence went far beyond his
own field and he was a powerful force in establishing the highest academic
standards in general.

He loved simplicity and disliked sham. He placed the standing of
the Institute ahead of his personal convenience. He possessed the art of
friendship, and his assistance was decisive for the careers of dozens of
men., His helping hand is remembered with gratitude in many academic
communities all over the world.

We are grateful for his great strength and courage, for his unusual
wisdom, for his unflinching integrity and honesty, for his uncompromising
ideals, and, not least, for his generous friendship.

We are aware that your love and devotion sustained him for more
than fifty years, and that your warmth, hospitality, and active interest

were of great importance to him and to all of us. We send our deepest

sympathy to you.
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tell you of the sadness the
death of your husband has brought to us. We are acutely
loss to the Institute and to the world of
learning of a major figure.

Oswald Veblen was of great influence in developing
the Institute as a center for postdoctoral research, but this
was only a part of a career extending back for half a century
to the time when scholarly work was in its infancy in
Princeton and the United States. His effect on mathematics,

the Princeton community and the country as a
whole, will be felt for decades to come; but his interest and
influence went far beyond his own field and he was a powerful
force in establishing the highest academic standards in
general.

He loved simplicity and disliked sham. He placed the
standing of the Institute ahead of his personal convenience.
He possessed the art of friendship, and his assistance was
decisive for the careers of dozens of men. His helping hand
is remembered with gratitude in many academic communities all
over the world.

We are grateful for his great strength and courage,
for his unusual wisdom, for his unflinching integrity and
honesty, for his uncompromising ideals, and, not least, for
his generocus friendship.

We are aware that your love and devotion sustained
him for more than fifty years, and that your warmth, hospitality,
and active interest were of great importance to him and to all
of us. We send our deepest sympathy to you.
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Director of Personnel
Institute of Advanced Study
School of Mathematics
Princeton, New Jersey
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From the Shelby White and Leon Levy Archives Center, Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton
Gentlemen: Sept. 26, 19

We have received a report of the death of the following
individual who is scheduled for inclusion in the 10th Edition

of AMERICAN MEN OF SCIENCE:
Dr. Oswald Veblen

Since it is our policy to include only biographies of
those living, it is necessary that we obtain confirmation of
this report. We cannot print obituary lines without confir-

mation.

Your prompt reply with dates on the return postcard will
be greatly appreciated.

Sincerely yours,
’—'_-—-—___—'_\
Am
Jaques Cattell, Edito
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cc: Miss C, Higbee
Miss S. Modzelewski

MEMORANDUM

TO Dr. R. Oppenheimer
FROM M, C. Morgan, Jr.

SUBJECT Pension Arrangements - Mrs. Veblen DATE August 16, 1960

The way I read the minutes of the Board of Trustees with regard
to Veblen's pension arrangements, we should continue to make the
following payments to his widow:

1. With regard to his regular pension, which totaled $8,000,
made up as follows:

T.I.A.An ‘1’799.61‘
1AS 6,200.36

(a) T.I.A.A. payments contirme at the same rate.

(b) by action of the Board at the October 10, 1932,
meeting, Mrs. Veblen's pension continues at the
rate of $5,000 a year including the T,I.A.A, pay-
ments, or $3,200.36.

2. The arrangement made for the payment of $2,500 a year as a
supplementary anmuity in recognition of his gift of 58 Battle
Road to the Institute contains a survivor clause and should
be continued at the same rate.

Respectfully submitted,
Minot C. Morgan, Jr,
1w

f ; 4 i
[( . W ME 4 ol awnd 2 _
No cb_-mu.e_ AL ’u{h

b "l‘& F‘,\rk. ; : f"r_.-t A
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Send the following message, subject to the terms on back hereof, which are hereby agreed to

Wire sent to Trustees 8/10/60

Deeply regret to inform you that
Professor Oswald Veblen died suddenly today in Brooklin, Maine.
He is survived only by his wife. There will be no services.

Samuel D. Leidesdorf.
Chairman, Board of Trustees
The Institute for Advanced Study




Records of the Office of the Director / Faculty Files / Box 32 / Veblen, Oswald 1940-1971
From the Shelby White and Leon Levy Archives Center, Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, NJ, USA

The enclosed obituary will appear in the BULLETIN OF THE AMERICAN
MATHEMATICAL SOCIETY.
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Oswald Veblen

by Deane Montgomery

Professor Oswald Veblen died at his summer home in Brooklin,
Maine, on August 10, 1960. He was survived by his wife, Elizabeth
Richardson Veblen, and by four sisters and one brother. He was born
in Decorah, Iowa, on June 24, 1880, and was the oldest of a family of
eight children, four girls and four boys.

He was one of the most influential mathematicians of this century,
partly through his contributions to the subject and partly through the effect
of his remarkable judgment and force of character. He had an unfailing
belief in high standards and was prepared to stand for them irrespective
of his own comfort or convenience. He contributed in a decisive way not
only to excellence in mathematics but to excellence in American scholar-
ship in general. He was one of those mainly responsible for carrying
Princeton forward from a slender start to a major mathematics center.
There can be but very few who play such a large part in the development
of American and world mathematics.

Shortly after his death the faculty and trustees of the Institute for
Advanced Study joined in writing of him as follows:

""We are acutely conscious of the loss to the Institute
and to the world of learning of a major figure.

"Oswald Veblen was of great influence in developing
the Institute as a center for postdoctoral research, but this
was only a part of a career extending back for half a century
to the time when scholarly work was in its infancy in Princeton
and the United States. His effect on mathematics, transcending
the Princeton community and the country as a whole, will be
felt for decades to come; but his interest and influence went
far beyond his own field and he was a powerful force in estab-
lishing the highest academic standards in general.

'""He loved simplicity and disliked sham. He placed the
standing of the Institute ahead of his personal convenience. He
possessed the art of friendship, and his assistance was decisive
for the careers of dozens of men. His helping hand is remembered
with gratitude in many academic communities all over the world.
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'""We are grateful for his great strength and courage,

for his unusual wisdom, for his unflinching integrity and

honesty, for his uncompromising ideals, and, not least,

for his generous friendship. "

In 1955 on the occasion of the twenty-fifth anniversary of the founding
of the Institute Mr. Herbert Maass, then Chairman of the Board of
Trustees, stated, '... we were the fortunate beneficiaries of the services
of Professor Oswald Veblen, formerly of Princeton University, who aided
greatly in the establishment of the School of Mathematics and who ever
since has been a tower of strength in maintaining the high standards
originally set for the Institute. "

Although Veblen had far more friends and admirers than most men,
it was of course inevitable that there was occasional friction with those who
either did not understand or who found it expedient not to follow his shining
academic ideals. Anyone familiar with the academic scene knows that the
pressures against quality are formidable, and that the battle for excellence
has no end. Excuses for weakness and pettiness in academic matters are
so familiar as to be trite and are usually presented under the pretense of
one or another noble motive, but for Veblen there did not exist a valid
excuse for a choice of anything but the best.

Veblen was a grandson of Thomas Anderson Veblen and Kari
Thorsteinsdatter Bunde Veblen who moved in 1847 from Valdres, Norway,
to Ozaukee County, Wisconsin, on the western shore of Lake Michigan,
just north of Milwaukee., (Wisconsin became a state in 1848.) They lived
here and in the nearby counties of Sheboygan and Manitowoc until they
moved in 1865 to a farm in Rice County, Minnesota, about fifty miles
south of Minneapolis. They had twelve children, and the family lived
under the rugged pioneer conditions of the Northwest at that time. One
of their children was Thorstein Bunde Veblen (1857-1929) who became a
distinguished economist and social theorist. Another of their children

was Andrew Anderson Veblen (1848-1932). In 1877 Andrew Veblen
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married Kirsti Hougen (1851-1908) and to them Oswald Veblen was born
in 1880. Kirsti Hougen emigrated in 1856 from Hallingdal, Norway, to
a farm in Western Goodhue County, Minnesota. The Hougen and Veblen
families lived on farms not far apart in the vicinity of Nerstrand,
Minnesota. In this area Norwegian settlers were in an overwhelming
majority and even now Norwegian is often spoken when neighbors meet.
At the time Oswald Veblen was born, his father was teaching
mathematics and English at Luther College in Decorah, Iowa. The
father did graduate work at Johns Hopkins from 1881 to 1883 and in 1883
moved with his family to lowa City, Iowa, and began teaching mathematics
and physics at the State University of Iowa. It was in Iowa City that
Oswald Veblen received his grade school and high school education in
the public schools and where he was graduated B. A. in 1898 at the
University. As a student he won a prize in mathematics and another
in sharpshooting. During these early years he took a trip by boat down
the Iowa and Mississippi rivers and he often spoke of this trip with
pleasure. The year following his graduation he stayed on at the University
as an assistant in physics and conducted some of his father's courses
when his father was ill with typhoid fever. Immediately after this year
he went to Harvard where he was graduated with a second B. A. in 1900.
He went to Chicago in 1900 to begin his graduate work and at this
time Thorstein Veblen was an assistant professor of political science
there. At Chicago he took courses in mathematics from Bolza, Maschke,
and E. H. Moore, and he also took a course in philosophy from John Dewey.
He received his Ph. D, in 1903 with a thesis on the foundations of geometry
written under E. H. Moore. He continued at Chicago for two more years
as an associate in mathematics. The University of Chicago had opened
in 1890 and quickly assembled a strong faculty in mathematics. It was
at about this time that it first became possible to obtain good graduate

training in mathematics in the United States; before this period it had been



Records of the Office of the Director / Faculty Files / Box 32 / Veblen, Oswald 1940-1971
From the Shelby White and Leon Levy Archives Center, Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, NJ, USA

necessary for Americans to travel to Europe for advanced work in
mathematics. Some of the other mathematics students at Chicago at
about this time were Birkhoff, Lennes, and R. L. Moore. Birkhoff
took his Ph. D. at Chicago in 1907. R. L. Moore received his Ph. D.
under Veblen in 1905, Birkhoff and Moore later taught for a time at
Princeton when Veblen was there.

Veblen was brought to Princeton University in 1905 by the then
President of the University Woodrow Wilson and by Dean Henry Burchard
Fine as one of the new '"'preceptor guys''; these were being added to in-
crease the academic strength of Princeton. He was promoted to full
professor in 1910 and Henry Burchard Fine Professor in 1926. In 1932
he was appointed a professor at the Institute for Advanced Study which
had just been founded and located in Princeton. He kept his professor-
ship at the Institute until he was made emeritus in 1950. After that he
continued his constructive interest in mathematics and the Institute
through contact with his colleagues and through his position as a
trustee of the Institute.

His contributions to Princeton University and to the Institute
like those to the academic scene in general were enormous. He was one
of the main forces in building the University mathematics department.
Some of his own students who were added to the University faculty were
J. W. Alexander, A. Church, and T. Y. Thomas. He played an im-
portant part in the appointment of Lefschetz and other distinguished men,
and in the building of Fine Hall, the mathematics building at the University
donated by the Jones family. At the Institute he was largely responsible
for the selection of its early mathematics faculty which, in addition to
himself, contained Alexander, Einstein, Morse, von Neumann, and Weyl.
Moreover, he was largely responsible for determining the Institute
policy of concentrating on postdoctoral work, his ideas on the subject

having taken form by his experiences at the University. He was
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a trustee of the Institute from its early days until his death (for his
last few years he was an honorary trustee). He played a large part in
arranging the purchase by the Institute of the tract of land it now
occupies.

It was at his suggestion that the National Research Council
started granting postdoctoral fellowships in mathematics in 1924.
This suggestion has had a great influence on the careers of scores of
young men. The committee of selection for many years consisted of
Birkhoff, Bliss, and Veblen. Funds for fellowships of this kind now
come from the National Science Foundation. This suggestion of his
was typical of his constant helpfulness and encouragement to others,
especially to young men and to the talented wherever found. His
work on the committee for selecting fellows was done conscientiously
and thoroughly. His file contains a carbon copy of a three-page letter
written to the other committee members shortly before one of their
annual meetings. His letter mentions that he had spent three full
days studying the applications, that he had written to many colleagues
in this country and abroad for their advice on many of the applicants,
and that he had consulted about the matter with several people in
Princeton. He went on to make a preliminary ordering with a few
comments on his estimate of each of the candidates. It is clear
that the decisions of the committee were not made in a casual
manner. His ability to detect talent was well known, and it was
evidently based in part on a thorough search.

In the years immediately after Hitler's rise to power Veblen
was a central figure in helping to relocate many distinguished foreign
mathematicians in the United States. His help was mainly on a
personal basis, but partly as a member of committees. His files
contain a large correspondence on this subject with men from all

parts of this country and many countries abroad. There are
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numerous letters to and from Harold Bohr and G. H. Hardy, both of
whom were active in this direction. Years later he occasionally
received words of thanks from men he had forgotten he had helped.
Subsequently he was influential in founding Mathematical Reviews
and devoted a great deal of energy in this direction.

Veblen was a great admirer of England and continental Europe.
At the same time he was an equally great admirer of all that was good
in the American tradition and was often quick to comment on American
achievements.

In writing obituaries of Dean Fine of Princeton and G. D. Birkhoff
of Harvard he revealed something of himself, and many of the things he
said of them could well be said of him. His comment on an address by

Birkhoff was as follows:

"Among the unconscious revelations of the address
on 'Fifty years of American mathematics, ' one of the
most vivid is that of the depth and sincerity of Birkhoff's
devotion to the cause of mathematics, and particularly of
'American mathematics.' This, along with his devotion
to Harvard, was always a primary motive. It may be
added that a sort of religious devotion to American mathe-
matics as a 'cause' was characteristic of a good many of
his predecessors and contemporaries. "

His opening remarks in his obituary of Dean Fine are given below:

'"Dean Fine was one of the group of men who carried
American mathematics forward from a state of approximate
nullity to one verging on parity with the European nations.
It already requires an effort of the imagination to realize
the difficulties with which the men of his generation had to
contend, the lack of encouragement, the lack of guidance,
the lack of knowledge both of the problems and of the con-
temporary state of science, the overwhelming urge of
environment in all other directions than the scientific one.
But by comparing the present average state of affairs in
this country with what can be seen in the most advanced
parts of the world, and extrapolating backwards, we may
reconstruct a picture which will help us to appreciate
their qualities and achievements. "
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In 1928-29 Veblen was an exchange professor at Oxford and in
1932 lectured at Gottingen, Berlin, and Hamburg. He and his wife
traveled to Europe frequently.

He was president of the American Mathematical Society during
1923-24. At this time the Society was in a financial crisis and Veblen
was very effective in helping to meet this crisis and to establish an
endowment fund. He was president of the International Congress held
at Harvard in 1950. This honor touched him very deeply and he
evidently took it to be, as it was, a recognition of the tremendous effort
and devotion he had given to mathematics and scholarship. His brief
remarks in opening the congress are well worth reading for their wisdom
and insight. He received honorary degrees from Oslo, Oxford, Hamburg,
Chicago, Princeton, Edinburgh, and Glasgow. He was an honorary
member or fellow of learned societies in the United States as well as a
number abroad including Denmark, England, France, Ireland, Italy,
Peru, Poland, and Scotland.

Veblen married Elizabeth Richardson of Dewsbury, Yorkshire,
England, in 1908. They met when she was visiting her brother, Owen
Richardson, who was teaching physics at Princeton at that time. Later
Owen Richardson was a professor at King's College, London University,
and was awarded a Nobel Prize. Veblen was related by marriage to
another Nobel Prize winner, Clinton Joseph Davisson, the husband of
Mrs. Veblen's sister, Charlotte Richardson.

During the first world war Veblen was a captain and later a
major in charge of range firing and ballistic work at a Proving Ground.
In the second world war he helped build up a research team at Aberdeen
for work on ballistics.

In the last few years of his life he was partially blind although he
retained some peripheral vision. He grew interested in developing

devices to help himself and others with a similar affliction to read. One
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of these devices was put into production by the American Foundation for
the Blind. Toward the end of his life he suffered from a strained heart
and this finally caused his death. Although these illnesses were dis-
couraging, he remained cheerful and maintained his usual interests and
activities on only a slightly reduced scale. His mind and judgment con-
tinued to be unusually keen and penetrating, and his conversation was
as rewarding as ever.

One of his hobbies was photography and another was a layman's
interest in archaeology. Through all of his life he was fond of woods
and the outdoors. He and Mrs. Veblen gave a tract of 80 acres to
Mercer County, New Jersey, which is called the Herrontown Arboretum
and which is intended to provide for walks in a natural wooded section of
New Jersey.

Veblen was unusually helpful to other mathematicians and throughout
his life he took a special interest in young mathematicians. He and his wife
were generous with hospitality. Most of the mathematicians and a great
many other academic people visiting Princeton during several decades
were guests either in their Battle Road home or, in later years, in
their home on Herrontown Road.

In spite of his great efforts on behalf of mathematics and scholar-
ship, his own direct contributions were solid and very substantial. One
of his earliest papers [2] was on the Heine-Borel theorem. In it he
observed that this theorem could be used instead of the pinching process
in the proof of some of the theorems on limits and continuity in analysis.
This observation was exploited in the book INTRODUCTION TO
INFINITESIMAL ANALYSIS, FUNCTIONS OF ONE REAL VARIABLE [15]
which he wrote with N. J. Lennes, a book which was quite influential in
introducing students to rigorous proofs of the theorems of advanced
calculus and elementary real function theory. This subject in this

country was a rather new one at the time.
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His thesis [5] on the foundations of geometry was the beginning of
his first major interest in mathematics. More than that it remained in-
fluential in most of his interests throughout his life for almost all of his
work was connected with geometry, and in all of it he was greatly con-
cerned with precision and completeness. He had the ability to see the
foundations in a clear and relevant way without wandering into ramifica-
tions beyond the requirements of mathematics. His thesis contains a
footnote thanking his director E. H. Moore and also thanking N. J. Lennes
and R. L. Moore for critically reading parts of the manuscript. His
axioms were stated in terms of points and order. There were 12 axioms
which were proved to be independent and categorical. His thesis led on
to a number of papers over the next several years on such related sub-
jects as finite projective geometries and axioms for projective geometry.
Perhaps this direction of his interest may be said to have culminated in
the two volumes of PROJECTIVE GEOMETRY of which volume I was
written with J. W. Young. Formally Young is also a joint author of
volume II, but he, in reality, was unable to participate in the writing
because of his other duties. These two books were widely read.

Veblen was a firm believer in the abstract approach to mathe-
matics. In his work on geometry he attempted (and in the preface to
the second volume of PROJECTIVE GEOMETRY enjoined others) to
"not merely prove every theorem rigorously but to prove it in such
a fashion as to show in which spaces it is true and to which geometries
it belongs'. The two volumes on PROJECTIVE GEOMETRY carry
out this program in admirable fashion. '"All the theorems of volume
I are valid, not alone in the ordinary real and the ordinary complex
projective spaces, but also in the ordinary rational space and in the
finite spaces. ' Moreover the list of assumptions under which each
theorem is true is stated, and from this the relation between pro-

jective geometry and algebraic structure may be discerned.
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Along with his interest in the foundations of geometry he de-
veloped an interest in algebraic topology, or analysis situs as it was
then called and by 1912 was writing papers on this subject. At the time
it was not widely pursued and it was interesting to hear Veblen's
comments on the feelings of the men striking out in this comparatively
new field. Veblen's work was of much greater influence in encouraging
others in this direction than is generally realized today. His papers
and his Colloquium lectures on the subject were influential over many
years. These Colloquium lectures were delivered at Cambridge in
1916 and were published in 1922. For many years they remained the
best introduction to the subject.

Gradually he became more interested in differential geometry.
From 1922 onward most of his papers were in this area and in its
connections with relativity. In addition to his papers he wrote three
short books on this subject, one of them in collaboration with
J. H. C. Whitehead. Throughout all of his work he insisted on clarity.
It was this trait which helped put algebraic topology on a firm founda-
tion, for although the subject had already received brilliant contribu-
tions from Poincaré and others, some of its tools and concepts
remained somewhat vague. His work on axioms for differentiable
manifolds and differential geometry contributed directly to the field
and helped to create the setting for the lively developments to come.
In fact some of the concepts to come can be found in these books.

A great deal of his effort for the last several years of his scientific
career was spent on spinors. Much of this has never appeared,
partly perhaps because of his insistence on clarity and precision.

Veblen remained rather youthful in his point of view to the end,
and he was often amused by the comments of younger but aging men to
the effect that the great period for this or that was gone forever. He

did not believe it. Possibly part of his youthful attitude came from his
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interest in youth; he was firmly convinced that a great part of the mathe-
matical lifeblood of the Institute was in the flow of young mathematicians
through it. He felt too that the main justification for the Institute was in

whatever impact it had on the academic scene, especially the American

academic scene.
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"Formalism for conformal geometry, ' NAS Proc., v. 21, 1935, p. 168-173,

"A conformal wave equation, "' NAS Proc., v. 21, 1935, p. 484-487.
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66. Geometry of Complex Domains (with J. W. Givens), (mimeographed lect. ),
Princeton, 1936, iii + 227 p.

67. ''Spinors and projective geometry, ' Intern. Congress Mathems., Oslo,
v. 1, 1937, p. 111-127.

68. ''"George David Birkhoff (1884-1944), " American Philosophical Society
Year Book, 1946, 1947, p. 279-285; also in Birkhoff, G. D., Collected
Mathematical Papers, 1, New York, 1950, xv-xxi.

69. "Opening Address, ' Proceedings of the International Congress of Mathema-
ticians, Cambridge, Mass,, 1950, 1, 1952, p. 124-125,

70. '""Nels Johann Lennes,' (with Deane Montgomery), Bull. Amer. Math. Soc.,
60, 1954, p. 264-265.

71. Reviews of books by Bortolotti, Russell, Vahlen, Lechalas, Stolz and Gmeiner,
Huntington, and Birkhoff in AMS Bull., 1905-24.
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27 May 1959
Dear Professor Veblen:
At present the short road leading from
Maxwell Lane up to the knoll where the Maxwell
House stoo'd, and where Weil's house and
Strmgren's now stand, is called Portico Lane.
This name does not very much appeal to me. It
seems to raise unnecessary problems for future
archaeologists, if any. Would you be friendly
to the notion of calling it Veblen Lane?
Very sincerely,
Robert Oppenheimer I
Professor Oswald Veblen
The Institute for Advanced Study , ;
o ¥ fou A_'*-ﬂ tea N
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THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY

PRINCETON, NEW JERSEY

SCHOOL OF MATHEMATICS

April 18, 1958

Dre. Robert Oppenheimer
The Institute for Advanced Study

Dear Oppenheimer:

I have just had the pleasure of listening to a
reading of Andre Weil's letter to Warren Weaver.

I am suggesting to Weil that the practical way
for the NeS.F. to do something like what he proposes in
the way of endowed professors would be for the Foundation,
from its appropriation for a particular year, to buy a
suitable life annuity for the professor in question.

This suggests further that the same device might
be used to set up professorships which would help to use
our facilities for three terms instead of two. I have had
a couple of intimations from mathematical professors that
they would like sometimes to exchange one of our present
terms for a summer term. Perhaps the three term subject
is more feasible than I thought when I brought it up.

As ever,

O s d-ﬂ-Q-J@-\’

OVmn Oswald Veblen
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Veblen, Oswald
A.B, 1698 Univ,Iowa Hon, D.Sc. 1929 Oxford
A.B. 1%00 Harvard Hon, Fn,D, 1929 Oslo
Fh,D, 1903 Univ.Chicago Hon. Ph.D, 1933 Hamburg

Born June 2li, 1880, Decorah, Towa EoP+ DeSce 1941 Chicago

Citizenship and nationality - USA

Married

Princeton home address - 58 Battle Road Telephone 958 (or 2663-W)

Permanent address - IAS

Societies: NAS 1919- ; Am.Acad.Arts and Sci. (Fellow); AMS (Pres. 1923-L); MAA;
Am,Phys.Soc. (Fellow); Circolo Mat. di Palermo; Foreign correspondent Academia
Nacional de Ciencias Exactas of Lima,Peru 1940~ ; Hon.Fellow RoyeSoc.Edinburgh 1943=
Hon,Member London Math.Soc, 1939-; Hon.,Member Bureau,Société Math.de France 1937= ;
LE.MIOB.SOC. 1912"' 3 AMS (Feuo‘); BIJy.II'iSh ACﬁo Sci.DBpt. 19&5’- ; RJY-DanilH'{
Acad,Sci. and Letters (naturvidenskabelig-matematiske Klasse (foreign member) 1946-j
Polish Acad, of 'Sci. and Letters Class of Math.,and Natural Sciences (foreign mem=—
ber) 1946~ ; Accademia dei Iincei (foreign member) 19L7=-
Chm, NRC Div.Phys.Sci. 1923-k

Positions held:
Univ.,Iowa = Lab.asst,.Physics 1896=99
Univ.Chicago = Fellow 1901-03; Asso., Math. 1903-05
Princeton Univ. = Preceptor 1905-10; Prof. 1910-26; Henry B,Fine Prof. 1926=32
IAS = Prof. 1932-45; Emeritus 1945- f

Capt. and Major, Ordnance Dept., US Army 1917-19
Chm,Div,Fhys.Sci. NRC 1923=2

Deputy for Savilian Prof., Oxford, 1928-29

US Army and Navy 1942- < -
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s I think that the success of the School of Mathematics is very
largely due to the service which it renders to the academic community of

the United States. Universities and colleges of all sorts send their young
teachers who have passed the Ph.D. stage to the Institute for further train-
ing and development. In a very large number of cases these young people are
destined to spend most of their lives on rather elementary teaching, even on
teaching more elementary than that given to freshmen in Princeton University.
While at the Institute they are, of course, concerned with highly abstract
and even esoteric studies, but it has come to be recognized that teachers who
have an outlook into the modern and growing parts of mathematics are extreme-
ly valuable for the purposes of instruction., The development of such a re-
lationship between the Institute mathematicians and the academic community
was a conscious purpose and program of the School of Mathematics from the
early days of the Institute onward. Indeed, there were those who felt that
the stream of young mathematicians flowing through the Institute was its life
blood.

2e I do not believe that mathematics is the only field in which this
sort of relationship to the academic world is possible and important. 1In
particular, I feel sure that if the School of Historical Studies would devote
a larger portion of its funds to youth, perhaps even at the expense of not
having so many distinguished foreigners, it would soon feel the effects of
new life blood. Of course, I recognize that the School of Historical Studies
is already doing important work of the sort that I propose, but I think it
ought to do much more and, indeed, that the professors should consider their
relations to young Americans as a primary obligation.

I should, perhaps, add that this does not mean that the Institute
should specialize in branches of history that are taught in the colleges. Far
from it. It is just as important that young teachers of American history
should be exposed to the history of Byzantine art, or to the career of Frederick
II, as that a young teacher of algebra to freshmen should be exposed to the
Riemannian geometry or to algebraic topology.

3. I also should like to register a mild disagreement with the idea that
present-day mathematics has not been influenced by the natural sciences. There
is a whole generation of mathematicians who were inspired by the work of Ein-
stein, Bohr, and Dirac, and there are others who are making respectable contri-
butions to economic theory. As to the remark that modern physics does not ex-
pect any further help from mathematics, I would only say that during my early
days in Princeton I used to hear from no less eminent a physicist than Sir
James Jeans that it was futile for a physicist to study differential geometry
or the theory of functions of a real variable. This was on the eve of the
epoch of the theory of relativity and the quantum theory. Who knows whether
we are not even now standing before an epoch in which physics will draw its
tools from algebraic topology?

L, On the subject of the library, experience teaches that library build-
ings become overcrowded much more rapidly than the best librarian's estimate
when buildings are being proposed or planned. The basic problem is one of
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organization. The library is an organism and ours, for example, has a
purchasing department which is analogous to the mouth of an animal, and

a cataloging department which performs some of the functions of digestion.
We all know, however, that a living organism must have some method of get-
ting rid of superfluous material, and the higher the organism the more
urgent the need. I think that we should have one full-time employee whose
concern it is to get rid of books which no longer are sufficiently needed

to justify retention, and that this person should be supplemented by a
faculty committee which is continuously studying the problem of obsolescence.

There are hundreds of college and university libraries which are
hungry for books and would be delighted to receive most, if not all, of the
books which a careful study of our needs would release. The books should be
given away free and, as someone suggested, in the case where there is a pro-
fessor who holds out against the release of a particular book, the book
might be given to that professor.
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if you would do this. 3 people are required to

sponsor widows, and the 3rd ka will be George Cook.
I have drafted a letter of recommendation.

Mr. Kissam seemed to be in a hurry about putting
this through, and asked if the card could be
returned to him tomorrow. The letter goes directly
to the Club.
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Mareh 20, 1958

Tot Professors Beurling, Borel, (8del, Morse, Selberg, Whitney.
Dear Colleaguest

Veblen has mentionsd two ideas about the
to him as a result of a discussion he had with Leon Cohen and MecShane, both
of whom expressed interest. The first of these ideas could be carried out

only if new capital were available, and therefore can be considered only as
a vague possibility.

1., The Institute should establish a summer term in mathematies
or in any subject wanting a summer term). This would require two or three
faculty members in mathematics and any professor on duty in the summer
be free for one of the winter terms, It would require funds for

as well as for new faculty. This plan would use our facilities
more fully and might be useful to mathematicians free in the summer but not

-

2. The Institute should apply to N3F for a two or three-year
for Siegel, who plans to retire at GSttingen soon; presumably the
Siegel would be $18000 per year.

Sincerely,
Deane Montgomery

ect R, Oppenheimer v~
A, VWeil
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I do have a mmber of comments to make to the two ideas mentioned in

your recent letter,
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Yours sincerely

/a/ A, Veil
A, vell
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Princeton N _J,, S8eptember Ath 1957

Dear Professor Veblen:
enclogsed I am =sending you & copy of the copy
of Professor Einstein's letter to you 04¢Aprll 30,1930
concerning the engraving in the Common Room of Fine Hall.,
I wish to thank you also for the very valuable information
you have given to me about thls matter,
Youre very sincerely,

Ll wAhlen

Helen Dukas

encl,

Profegsor Oswmld Veblen
Fuld Hall

P,8. I have a lenghty handwritten letter in the filee which
you wrote to Profeessor Einstein from Paris in 1927,

Would vou care to have a photocopy made of 1t?
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den 30.April 1330

Herrn Professor Dr.Veblen
Universitét Frinceton
U.8.A.
Sehr geehrter Herr Veblen!

Ich erinnere mich an meinen damaligen Ausspruch
und an die Gelegenheit,bel der ich ihn getan habe., Ich habe
nichts dagegen, dass Sie ihn in der gedachten Weise verwenden
und betrachte dies als einen besonderen Bewels freundlicher
Gesinnung.

Ich mtchte Ihnen aber doch zu bedenken geben, dass
dieser Ausspruch dem Leser, der die Gelegenheit seiner Ent~
stehung nicht kennt, leicht frivol erscheinen kdnnte., Man kdnnte
den Gedanken zum Beispiel so ausdriicken: Die Natur verbirgt ihr
Geheimnie durch die Erhabenheit ihres Wesens,aber nicht durch
List.

Es griisst Sie freundlich
Ihr
AE 3
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THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY

PRINCETON, NEW JERSEY

January 29, 1957

Dr. Graham DuShane, Editor
SCIENCE

1515 Massachusetts Avenue, N.W.
Washington 5, D. C.

Dear Dr. DuShane:

I do not feel able to
Dr. Aydelotte. On the other hand
desirable that there should be =

:I. obituary notice of
1. Ah it is very

e of the sort you

x 28.~ I therefore took
Dr.” Aydelotte's suc-
agreed that if you could

ggénheim Foundation to

ke an ideal solution

the liberty of asking the/ a
cessor, Dr. Oppenheimer.
get Mr. Henry Allen Moe o
of your problem.

I am so
notice myself and I
suggestion of someone else as too officious,

Yours sincerely,

Oswald Veblen

OVedu
cc: Dr. Oppenheimer
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10 December 1955

Dear Oswald;

I am very much mystifisd about
this difficulty of yours with Oppenheimer and
hope to have a talk wi thyo'uahout it soon.

I tried to get hold of you when your note came,
Since then I have been confined to my bedroom
again, If you come this way and have time to
stop I should love to see you, About four
o'clock in the afternoon is the best hour for

I am askdng my secretary,
Elsa Jenkins,to type this letter and sigzm it

for me,
Yours sincerely,
.
Frank Aydelotte

Dr. Oswald Veblen
Institute for Advanced Study
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Professor Veblen called to say that he was planning to sail
March 13th and to ask if that were all right with you from

the standpoint of the Institute and Faculty; was there anything
you wanted him to do?
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to pay to Professor Oswald Veblen the
represents & long-standing delinquency in the
Professor Veblen during his first year at
subject to Federal income taxation. Tha sum
onge; and you are authorised to transfer the

mmmmmm.wwmomm

Copy %o Professor Veblen
¥r. Leidesdor?t

./ L%M:@

Aprid 2k, 1950
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THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY A
PRINCETON, NEW JERSEY ‘Jl}v-—’h

OFFICE OF THE DIRECTOR

Dear Mr. Leldesdorf:

I am sending you under cover all of the exerpts from the
minutes of the Trustees bearing on Professor Veblen's case. 1 need
also to send to you an account of his views.

Veblen asserts, and has been able to verify, that he
accepted no payment from the University after July 1, 1932. Such
payment was in fact made and he returned it. This is contrary to the
minute of Ogtober 10, 1932. Veblen says that he pointed out to Dr.
Flexner that he was being deprived of two months salary. Dr. Flexner
assuld him that this would be made up "at the other end". However,
neither in the resclution of June 8, 1943 nor in the arrangements
established on December 1, 1943 was there any record of this discrepancy,
and the payments actually made to Professor Veblen subsequent to his
65th birthday were treated as though his initial retirement oeccurred
at the end of June, following his attaining the age of 65.

The case in question seems to me straightforward. HNothing
in the record justifies Professor Veblen's claim. His own memory
seems to be clear; and I think that we should accept his word.

With every good wish,

Mr, S. D. Leidesdorf
125 Park Avenue
m !oﬁ’ NU II
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March 27, 1950

Dear Mr. Leidesdorf:

I am sending you under cover all of the exerpts from the
minutes of the Trustees bearing on Professor Veblen's case. I need
also to send to you an account of his views.

vchlmmm,uﬂhubunablotomlry,mtm
accepted no payment from the University after July 1, 1932, Such
payment was in fact made and he returned it. This is contrary to the
minute of Ogtober 10, 1932. Veblen says that he pointed out to Dr.
n er that he was beirg deprived of two months galary. Dr. Flexner
him that this would be made up "at the other end", However,
mmmmmoxuumo:ma,mumrmmmmm
established on December 1l, 1943 was there any record of this discrepancy,
the payments actually made to Professor Veblen subsequent to his
birthday were treated as though his initial retirement oecurred
end of June, following his attaining the age of 65.

258

at the
The case in question seems to me straightforward. Nothing
in the record justifies Professor Veblen's claim, His own memory
gseems to be glear; and I think that we should accept his word,

With every good wish,

t‘ 5. D. wm
125 Park Avenue
New York, N. Y.
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Dr. Oppenheimer:

Luella thinks this letter just right.
Veblen had Mary McNamara look up appointment
last week; Leidesdorf said decision was up to
| you. Apparently they thought two months not
| worth bothering about.

Special gift for Einstein and Veblen
was $7000, a year each from 65 to 70, Veblen
is being paid this $7000. plus $6200. from
pension fund plus §1800. TIAA. from Jyly 1,
1945 to July 1, 1950, We would have to put
in budget $7000. portion for July and August.

It would not seem worth refusing
unless it set a precedent. Most of later
appointments are on July lst basis,

Perhaps I could ask Professor
Veblen on my own about note on attached
minutes - saying his Princeton University
appointment terminated August 31, 1932 -
he told me he thought it was July 1lst.
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THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY
PRINCETON, NEW JERSEY

OFFICE OF THE DIRECTOR = March 15, 1950

1o
. -t 2
{8 4 e ~
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Dear Professor Veblen: © m—

I have examined the various actions of the Trustees concerning your
appeointment, and Miss Trinterud has/communicated to me the record of her payments
to you. It appears that the date ¢f retirement of any member of the faculty is
to take place the first of July following his sixty-fifth birthday (Special
Meeting of the Trustees, June 8, J943); this, irrespective of the date of the
original appointment. Thus the cial gift made to enable you to continue your

work at the Institute, and receiye full salary, was to apply from July 1, 1945 to
June 30, 1950.

According to Miss Trinterud's records, payments made to you were ac-
tually charged in accordance with this understanding. I therefore believe that
to extend payments beyond J 30, 1950 would require action on the part of the

Trustees. Do you wish me to/request such action?

/ Robert Oppenheimer

Professor Oswald Veblen
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THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY
SCHOOL OF MATHEMATICS
PRINCETON, NEW JERSEY

Information for Dr. Oppenheimer:

l. I learned from Courant that although all cther
arrangements are very satisfactory at Brown University, Neu-
gebauer is receiving a salary of only $6000, and is finding
it pretty tough going for his family., For example, he does
not feel able to go to scientific meetings which he would
otherwise like to attend.

2. Dirac remarked to me the other day that after
two years he will be eligible for leave of absence from Cam-
bridge for a temm.

g.v

Oswald Veblen
OV:GB

April 20, 1948
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THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY -k lP
SCHOOL OF MATHEMATICS
PRINCETON, NEW JERSEY

March 1h, 1950
Dear Oppenheimer:

Might it not be of interest to the committee which is supposed to study
our rules of procedure to see the enclosed letter which my wife received from a
Vice=President of the Bethlehem Steel Corporation? The paragraph on "incentive
compensation" is hardly relevant, but the one in defence of the policy of having
a board of directors composed entirely of employees seems to me to be amusingly
parallel to what I have been saying from time to time.

It also reminds me of the conversation I had a few days ago with Eisen-
hart who, as you know, retired a few years ago after having been various kinds of
a dean in Princeton University. We recalled that when we first came to Frince-
ton the Board of Trustees of the University was still in a transition stage from
Presbyterian clergymen to a group of wealthy businessmen. Most of my years in
the University were spent under the rule of the latter group, the most notable of
whom were Moses T. Pyne, Cleveland H., Dodge, Thomas D. Jones and David B. Jones.
,lThese men all made large pecuniary contributions to the support of the university.

During the last fifteen or twenty years the control has passed into the
hands of a quite different group, a subgroup of the large administrative and mana-
gerial group whose members hold most of the higher administrative posts in the Gov-
ernment as well as the directorships and executive offices of business, insurance,
and educational institutions. The members of the larger group generally hold sev—
eral directorships each, and pass rather freely from one type of administrative ac-
tivity to another. There is a certain cohesion in the group and a common code of
ethics which is in some respects stricter than that of the population in general.
The group has some points of similarity with the Communist "Party" in Russia, which
rules that country by virtue of the fact that the administrative jobs are mostly in
the hands of its members.

So far as university administration is concerned the most notable differ—
ence between the present type of trustee and the immediately preceding "big" bus-
inessmen, is that the members of the present group do not seem to feel an obliga-
tion to go into their own pockets for the support of the universities. They do,
however, in most cases display a rather high sense of responsibility.
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Dr. Oppenheimer - 2 March 1k, 1950

Could it be that in other organizations than the Bethlehem Steel Cor—
poration there is beginning to be felt the need of something in addition to gen—-
eral wisdom, responsibility’and high principles in the Directoratel

Sincerely,

Opertd Jib o

OV:GB Oswald Veblen
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COPY
BETHLEHEM STEEL CORFORATION
25 Broadway
R. E. McMath New York L, N.Y. March 9, 1950

Vice President

Dear Mrs,., Veblentg
I acknowledge receipt of your proxy for use at our
Annual Meeting, which will be voted in accordance with
your instructions, and also of your letter of March 3rd.
With regard to your comments concerning the incentive
compensation of the executives of the Corporation: The
question of what constitutes the best method of compensa-
tion for management is a difficult and complicated one
upon which there is much difference of opinion. From our
experience we have reached the conclusion that it is ad-
visable to have a part of the compensation of the executives
dependent upon results accomplished, rather than to have
all their compensation consist of a fixed salary. We be-
lieve that the results of the operations of the Corporation
have shown that that method of compensation has been in its
best interests and in the best interests of its stockholders.
. Referring to your comment concerning the fact that all
the directors of the Corporation are also employees: The
question of whether it is advantageous for a corporation to
have its board of directors composed of its management is
also one on which opinions differ. As you know, the
board of directors has the ultimate responsibility for
the conduct of the business of a corporation. The board
must decide questions of policy which are ofiten compli-
cated and technical in character. Those questions differ
widely with different businesses and experience in one
business is not necessarily helpful in the running of an-
other business. A director, therefore, should have not
only intelligence, good judgment and business experience
but also a thorough knowledge of the particular business in
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which the corporation is engaged. lModern business has be-
come so complicated that it is extremely difficult for a
director to have that knowledge without devoting all or
substantially all his time to the business of the corpora-
tion. It is for those reasons that we have determined that
2 board made up entirely of the Management is in the best
interests of the Corporation. After all, I am sure that
you will agree that directors should not be criticized be-
cause they are in the employ of the particular corporation,
if the results of the operations of that corporation are
satisfactory.

Very truly yours,
(Signed) R. E. McMATH

Vice President

lirs, Elizabeth M, D. Veblen
Herrontown Road
Princeton, New Jersey
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Dr. Opvenheimer:
Professor Veblen said he thought:

(a) ¥one of the matters you listed should be referred to Standing
Committee.

(b) Doee not think Feculty would wish to specify salary raises for
themselves. If (2) Montgomery matter has been acted on by
Faculty, as appointments always should be, only cuestion for
Faculty would be Mayer.

He mentioned fact that name "Permanent Member" has been mis-
used. Is sure Mayer should be one, and would be willing to
Z have his tétle so changed. As = member, his salary would be

+ a subject for Faculty, as I understand it,

Neither Godel nor Alexander for Faculty.

(e¢) A1l four ouestions are appropriate for Trustees. [But Montgomery

appointment, or any avvointment, only referred after Faculty
discussion.)

Professor Veblen thinks all such matters are finally determined by
your interpretation - of whether they ehould be referred %» these particular
neople.

Note: The laet Mathematice Meetinz minutes are attached, and the figures
on Mayer.
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THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY
Founded by Mr. Louis Bamberger and Mrs. Felix Fuld

PRINCETON, NEW JERSEY
December 4, 1947

To: Professor Veblen

From: Robert Opoenheimer

The Faculty of the School of Mathematics has the fallowing per-
sonnel and salary ouespions open:

1. An inerease of Godel's stipend from $6,000 to $9,000 a

year.
5

MU}\ &W“ I/2. The appointment of Montgomery as Permneﬁt Member "on his
: own terms" but with & compensatiocn not to exceed sjboo a
year. —

-

3. A leave of absence for Professor Alexander to be coupled
with an appointment as Permanent Member with a compensation

of $7500 a year.

/—9. An increase in commensation for Mayer.

Of these items, which should be discussed (2) in the Standing
Committee, (b) at the Faculty Meeting, (c) by the Board of Trustees?

Do any of them need further discussion by the Faculty of the

School of Mathenatics'f\
Mo R ©
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AMERICAN EMBASSY
Rose, Italy, 10 September 1947

Prof, Oswald Veblen

Institute for Advanced Studiss
Princeton, New Jersey

Dear Oswald,

Prof. Enrico Bomplani writes me that you have
been elected Ford gn Fellow of the Accademia dei Iincei and wishes
me to convey this news to you and assure you of his highest
consi deration.

We will be companion lynxes because I have been
elected tool

Best wishes and congratulstions,
Sincerely yours,

C. R. MOREY
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December 16, 1946

Dear Osvalds

"Trhe American Scholar,® the lagnzine publizhed by
Phil Beta Kappa, recently had a "Portrait of Nielson®
vritten by Marjorie Nicolson, The editorial staff has
now deciled that they want to publish each guarter a
portrait of .some living escholar and they have decided
to tezin with Einstein. They put up to me the queation
g 10 who should write it 2rd I hail no hesitatlion in
saylng that you would be the best man in the world Af
you would be willing to 4o it,

They would like zn srticle about 2,000 worla long

" and would 1i¥e i1t to include gome Adeseription of a

man'l prraorzl eharscteristios as vell as an estimate

of nis importance as a scholar. Oertalnly noboly has

¥nown Einetein longer or more intimately than you have
and T think i1t woull be a wonderful tning if you could
find time to 40 this nrtlelo.

Yours sineerely,

Professor Ogwald Veblen
Institute for Advanced 8tudy
Princeton, New Jersey
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Novemper 7, 1946

Dear Miss Hull:

Protegsor Ogwald Veblen nas this year been elected
to membership in the Royal Danisn Academy of Sclences
and Letters (naturvidenskabelig-matematiske Klasse):
and in the class of Mathematical and Natural Sclences
of tne Poligh Academy of Sciences and Letters.

Professor Hermann Weyl nas been elected a
Corresponding Member of tne Z#rcher Naturforschende
Gesellschaft in Z#rich, and a Foreign Member of the
Royal Swedlsh Academy of Sciences.

Sincerely yours, -

Secretary, 8chool of Mathematicse

Miss Evelyn M. Hull

American Mathematical Soclety
521 Wegt lloth Street

New York 27, New lork



April 28, 1946

Dear Oswald:

Hearty congratulations on your election
to the Royal Danish Academy. 1 look forward to
'seeing you later this morning, but meanwhile I
want to record my comgratulations.

{ours s..tnoorely ’

Professor Oswald Veblen "
The Institute for Advanced Study
Princeton, New Jersey

FA:ah
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April 16, 1546
My dear Nielsen:

I wish to accept with many thanks the elec~
tion as a member of the naturvidenskabeliz-matematiske
Klasse of the Royal Danish Academy of Sciences and
Letbers. I need not say to you how much I sppreciate
this evidence of the friendship of my Danish colleagues.
I shall be very glad to receive the publications which
are mentioned in your letter.

Yours sincerely,

Oswald Veblen

Prdm Jakob Nielsen, Secretary
Det Kongelige Danske Videnskabernes Selskab
Dantes Plads 35
Copenhagen V, Denmark
Qv:GB
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THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY
SCHOOL OF MATHEMATICS
PRINCETON, NEW JERSEY

October 17, 1945
Memorandum for Dr., Aydelotte:

On April 28, 1942, I became a consultant to the Army Ordnance Department,
attached to the Ballistic Research Laboratory at the Aberdeen Proving Ground. 1In
the beginning I was supposed to come occasionally to give advice, but before long
I found myself spending four or five days a week in Aberdeen and working on the
problems which came up,most of the rest of the time. I had been an Ordnance offi-
cer in World War I. The work consisted chiefly in studying technical problems in
a general way, advising the authorities on procedures and personnel needed for their
solution, and actually finding and recruiting the key personnel. The generous sup-
port of the Institute and the fact that my position as a consultant left me inde-
pendent of many of the usual military restraints was a great help.

About the first of July 1942, I accepted a personal contract with the Navy
Department, to work with an operational research group on Submarine Mine Warfare.
The Naval people wanted the same kind of advice and help that I was giving the Army.
I entered on it only after discussing it with the Army Ordnance authorities and
agreeing that it would not cut my work for the Army below a specified minimum. As
it worked out, this operational research unit served as a nucleus from which opera-
tional research personnel was provided to other branches of the service, including
particularly the Army Air Force. This work came to an end on July 1, 1943.

For some time I had been informally helping the Armament Officer of the
U.S. Strategic Air Force in Europe to find scientific personnel to help in his work.
I spent the period between August 13, 1944, and September 24, 1944, on temporary
duty in Europe attached to the Air Force, studying a number of problems which were
critical at that time. This involved a great deal of travel in England and France.

In February 1944 1 became a consultant and later on a member of the Applied
Mathematics Panel of NDRC. This work was closely analogous to what I was doing in
the Army, since it consisted in studying the general aspects of the work and helping
to make decisions.

QV:GB Oswald Veblen
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Waterford,Conn.
22 August 1944

Dear Elizabethi

I am delighted that you have heard fru
Oswald, and you will be interested to kmow that
Mrs, Jenkins, who is with us, had a cablegram from
her husband some time sinece. I had hoped to cateh
Oswald before he left to arrange to have him bring
some thing back for me, but perhaps I can arrange
that from the other side. Do you have an APO
numb er for Oswald, or what kind of an address can
I use to reack him?

Yours sincerely,

Mrs, Oswald Veblen
Institute for Advanced Study
Princeton, N.J.
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THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY
SCHOOL OF MATHEMATICS
PRINCETON, NEW JERSEY

August 1, 1944

Dr. Frank Aydelotte
The Institute for Advanced Study
Princeton, N. J.

Dear Fpank:

Many thanks for your letter of July 27.
I have copied down the addresses which you gave
me and, if the opportunity arises, I hope to make
use of them. It looks as though Jenkins and I
might arrive at about the same time although we
are not likely to travel together.

Yours blncerjﬁy,

Oswald Veblen
0v/h

!
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,! | : July 27, 1944
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THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY
SCHOOL OF MATHEMATICS
PRINCETON, NEW JERSEY

February 22, 1944
Dear Frank:

Many thanks for your kind letter of January
26. I hope that you will also convey my deep appre-
ciation to the anonymous donor.

As I said to you the other day, this arrange-
ment with regard to my retirement and that of Einstein
is particularly gratifying in that it makes a substan-
tial part of the salaries which we have been receiving
available for other Institute purposes. I am sure
you will not misunderstand me if I take the liberty of
saying that I think the two purposes which should have
priority are (1) that of fulfilling the commitments
that were made many years ago to three of the mathemati-
cal professors, and (2) that of providing for suitable
successors to Einstein and myself. I recognize of
course that both of these purposes have to be considered
in their relation to a balanced budget.

Yours sincerely, l/ ZZ
nstfgagk é’gd igvanced Study Ow-u

Ov1GB Oswald Veblen

ke
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Dear Oswald: ' & . _
This is only a formal motification to you
of what you already know, namely, that the Board of
i Trustees at their meeting on January 25th approved
- without change the action taken by the Executive - £ g2
Committee on December 14, 1943, concerning the condi- .

- tioms of your retirement. These conditions are exactly
as stated to you im my letter of December 16th with the
.plumt addition that the Institute has been assured

‘ of an anonymous gift covering thc dlrf.rmo between
your sslary and the pension promised you during the
years of your continuation, so that this will not be~
a drain on the .Iutitltc/ budget. e
¥With kindest regards, I am Rl |

''''''

| Yours sincerely, o

FRANK AYDELOTTE
Professor Oswald Veblen : T4

Institute for Advanced 8tudy
- Princeton, New Jersey
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D"vf':\ ROYAL SOCISTY OF EDINBURGH

eﬂff>/// 22 George Street
Q) / Edinburgh, 2

July 7, 1943

Dear Sir,

I have the honour to inform you that, at the
Ordinary Meeting of the Royal Society of Edinburgh,
held on July 5, 1943, you were elected an Honorary
Fellow of the Society.

The Diploma of Honorary Fellowship will be
forwarded to you at an early date.

Yours very truly,

(8gd) James Kendall

General Secretary

Professor Oswald Veblen
Institute T6r Advanc dy
Princeton, New Jersey, U.S5.A.
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May 28, 1942

TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN:

It gives me great pleasure to certify that
Dr. Oswald Veblen'is a Professor of Mathematics in the
Institute for Advanced Study, that he is = mam of high
ebility and fine character, and that he has the best
possible standing in this community. Professor Veblem
is & mathematician of world-wide reputation and he is
in addition a man who has a great concerm for the public
welfare, which has earned him the respect and esteem of
all the gitizens of Princeton who in any way come into
contact with him.

Professor Veblen has lived in Princetom for

more than thirty-five years. He was a Professor of Mathe-

matics in Princeton University for something like twemty-

five years before the Institute for Advamced Study was founded

ond he has been & Professor and Trustee of the Institute singe
. the time whem it was {irst organized. He is a man who can be

ted upon to fulfil conscientiously any respomsibility which
he undertake,

DIRECTOR, INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY
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THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY
SCHOOL OF MATHEMATICS
PRINCETON, NEW JERSEY

April 8, 1942

Dre Aydelotte:

I have checked up with Alexander, lMorse,
von Neumann and Weyl. They are all in favor of
your going ahead and making the best arrangement that
you can with thé Rockefeller Foundation about the sti-
pends for Siegel and G8del.

We also think that it would be very desirable
to do something about the case of Dr, Chern, who appears
to us to be the most promising Chinese mathematician who
has appeared on the horizon.,

It also occurs to me that it would be desirable
if you could talk over the case of Tarski with Dr, Hanson
on the basis that with a little supplementary help from
the Foundation he would be taken care of at Berkeley for
the duration of the war.

OOVQ
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Institute for Advanced Study

= COPY OF
Sl WESTERN UNION TELEGRAM

September 26, 1941
Oswald Veblen
Hotel Shoreland
Chicago Illinois
Gladly suthorize offering Kolish fifteen humdred Deeply regret duties here
ny
meke fwpmxiwke attendance Ghioa'o celebration impossible Hope you will be

willing to represent Institute at formsl meetings on Sunday and Honday

Frank Aydelotte
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This telegram was telephoned by Western Union September 25, 1941

Chicago, Illinois
Dr. Frank Aydelotte

Institute for Advenced Study
Princeton, New Jersey

o
Have found a young man named Kglish who seems excellently qualified
to succeed Schwartz as my assistant Reguest suthority to offer him

$1500 Please wire Shoreland Hotel

Oswald Veblen
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September 22, 1941

Dear Oswald:

This is a postscript to my letter of & few days
ugo to- say that we heve postponed the methematice tea
vweiting your return and are now proposing to hold it on
Sunday &fternoon, October 5th. ¥We are ssking all the faculty
end members of the School. We &re nuving the three Schools
in turn this year, thinking that may work betier tham such &
lsarge tew &s we gave lest autumn.

I hope I am right in thinking thut you sre getiing
&n honorury degree at Chicago, and if thet is trwe I send you
my heertiest congretulstions. I hope to be there to see you
teke it, but I may be prevented {rom going at the lust moment.

If the iaculty decides that we have no choice but
to give uwp the wse of the private dining room this yzer I am
proposing that the monthly lunchsoms be held st our house.

Yours sincerely,

FRANK AYDELOTTE

Professor Oswald Veblen
Hotel Shorelend
Chiesgo, Illinois

FA/MCE



Records of the Office of the Director / Faculty Files / Box 32 / Veblen, Oswald 1940-1971
From the Shelby White and Leon Levy Archives Center, Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, NJ, USA

September 19, 1941
Dear Oswald:

I realized that you would regret seerificimg the
Board Room for this year, but I see no way around it. All the
members of the Standing Commitiee feel that we should give it wp
and every member of the faculty with whom I have been sble to talk
cgrees with the decision which the Committee hes mede.

There will be mo chance of getting quickly from any
foundation funds for housing the Leegue; indeed, thet is Just the
kind of purpose for which it is practicelly impossible to get money.
The only solution of our problem would, in my opinion, be to buy
the Mexwell property, but you know ihe difficulties of comverting
members of the Board to that propesal. I am nevertheless trying
agein.

Eisenhart celled me this morning to ask whether we
would be willing to give up the rooms we huve in Fine Hall, which
they need for some urgent purpose connected with defemse, and take
insteed three rooms on the ground floor (106, 107 and 108). I con-
sulted the only men available (Weyl, Morse and von Neumenn) and
they have agreed thit we have no choice but to fall im with
Eisenhari's proposal, though the rooms oifered ws are less desirable.
I did sey to Eisenhart that I hoped the matter could be reconsidered
when the war was over. .

I do not know whether you have hesrd that Blackwell is
here and comfortably settled. Eisemhart telephoned me & few days
ego to say that so far as Bluckwell's participation im meetings
at Fine Hall is aoncerned, the University proposes to make no
distinction between Blackwell and amy other member of the Imstitute.
I was perfectly delighted with this arrangement and cam imegine that
Eisenhart had some difficulty in meking it.

I send this letter to you at Chicago, where I am due to
go myself for the exercises on Sunday and Monday, the 28th and 29th.
It looks to me now, however, ss if it were going to be very difficult,
if not impossible, for me to get away. I shall send Woodward a tele-
gram &s soon &8 I am clear zbout my responsibilities here, and if I
am not able to come I hope you will make explanations omn my behalf
any time that you have an opportwmity.

Yours sincerely,
Professor Oswald Veblen FRANK AvuchiiTE

Hatel Shoreland
Chicago, Illinois
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September 8, 1941

Dear Oswald:

) Am I correet in thinking that you do not
plan to get back to the Institute until about the first
of October? I am writing beczuse there are several
matters that are coming up on which I would lie your
opinion. Morrell would like to tauke over such parts of
the Institute grounds as we may designate to raise alfalfa,
for whieh there is at present az good demand,s It would, I
think, be a publie service to allow him to do this, ana I
am putting the matter informally to the members of the
Comuittes on Buildings and Grounds. Please let me know
your opiniom. He could use tne whole stretch south of
the Institute building and also the clearad lani over
west of the Maxwell enclave, If vou have any opinion as
to how much of this we ought to let him have, I would be
glad to have you write it to wme,

I also ought to have & meeting of the
Committee on Buildings and Grounds to coensider Holden's
plan for members! housing. Am I right in thinki that
you were in principle in fuvor of a grou»n of small pree-
fabricated houses? ;

The Institute opens on ionday, September 22,
I wum calliing a faculty meeting for five o:clock on that
day. We are planning a tea for the faculty and members
of the School of Mathematics for Wednesday, October 1,
The first faculty lumcheon occurs on Thursday, October 2,
and the first meeting of the Board is on Monday, October
13. I very much hope that you and Flizabeth will be here
in time for the Mathematics tea,

I hone vour work has gone well this sumuer,
I made some rafarence to the hook vhich you are doing with
Givens & Taub im my report on the School of Mathematics,
Mzy I say that the manuscript is finished? I very muech
hope so.

I want you to real over this renort before
I submit it to the Bosrd and verify the accuracy of
various statements which I have made. There will be
time for that after you returm to Princeton.
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We have had a very good summer and I am hapoy
to say that some progress has been made with the fourth
floor so that we are now fairly ready for the events of
the academic year. We are very much crowded as to space
and have not yet been able to ge't certain League workers
out of the Bourd room, It will be for the Standing Commit-
tee to consider whetiher we should bhe compelled to use this
#8 a combined work room and dining room this vear, a thing
which I h:te to do.

Yours sincerely,

FRANK AYDELOTTE

Professor Oswald Veblen
Brooklin _—
Muine

FA MR
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‘the circumstances I take it there 1s nothing to do btut

refers to the memorandu, but nothing which zlves ms full

Yhasay s
70m1d ’ Fgﬂ-"l

: v"‘#‘
| - -M)'¢

Homestead
ekbrid e lasa.

4 August

Desar Onlldls.

Miss Blake got your telegram sll right,
but could not find the memorsndum, She thinks it way
be in e locked case to which you have the key, Under

walt untll you returm in September, I dug out of Dr,

Flexpner's files some of your eerly correspondence vhich

enouih Informe*ion for the historical part of my report, 7-:._
The more I tMn: of it the keener I em to surmarize Al
this historicel msterial, It would be essier for me to A
‘write and essier for the Trstees to unlerstend then the
explanation of the rather abstruse resecarches which are g"
beln, comiucted by the Mathems'lcs School.
With kindest regerds, T sm R
Yours sincerely, - g ":"ﬁ

FRANK AYDELOTTE g




Records of the Office of the Director / Faculty Files / Box 32 / Veblen, Oswald 1940-1971
From the Shelby White and Leon Levy Archives Center, Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, NJ, USA

2nd August, 1941
Dear Professor Veblen:

dafore Eiss Blake left
she turmed over to me {7.00 wlhich yom had
left with her to pay a C. 0. Do to come from
The Cesement Hersere Company of Chicago.

A package hus arrived ior your from thenm,
but it did noi come C. 0. Dy 30 I am holding
the money for you.

I will also hold the puckege as no mention
wes made of having it forwurded.

Very truly yours,
S3AM

Professor Oswald Veblen
Brooklin

Hancock County

kuine
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. Avgust 1, 1941
Dear Profegsor Veblens
f

¥e have been s0 busy that T have only %oday deen able
to compile the following statements regarding reprinte and typing for the
yeary 1940-1941, Tor purposes of comparison 1 am including the items
for previous years.

SOROOL OF ATHIMATION
Seprints Teoz 2rins
§ 54,80 1933-1934 0
174,02 1934-1935 0
263,52 19351936 $ 30,01
218,80 1936-1937 201,61
ﬁ:ﬁ nn-::g | 408
72,88 19391940 83,90
204,50 19401941 56,83

I Imov that you have alvays been interested in these
f1gures 80 that T ax sending them along even though you are on vacations
Mige Blake is away or I would give them to har, and I hesitate to leave
them here for you %0 be held for several weeks,

If all goea wall, T chall got away on Honday. As we
mmumw.uam:w,m'mmumngmm
soon in the vioinity of Lake Ontario and the Bt. lawrence River.

With kind regards to youhnd Mree Vollen, I am

| Sincdrely yours, - .2
Professcr Omald Yeble Mbﬁ_,ﬂ,@a.{c;, -
¥zl re | ! .
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THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY
SCHOOL OF MATHEMATICS
PRINCETON, NEW JERSEY

March 7, 1941

Dear Frank:

This is to put down explicitly what Professor Weyl and I
have been saying about the desirability of suggesting that the Hocke-
feller Foundation should give help to the British "Society for the
Protection of Science and Learning", now housed in the Scott Polar
Research Institute, Lensfield Road, Cambridge, England. This soci-
ety was organized, as the "Academic Assistance Council", by a number
of distinguished British scholars including Lord Rutherford (who was
its President in 1934), at about the same time that the Emergency
Committee was formed in this country. lMr. David Cleghorn Thomson
visited this country as Secretary General of the Society in the
spring of 1939. But in July 1940, the date of what is probably
our most recent letter, its chief officers were
President - The Archbishop of York
Vice-President - Sir William H. Beveridge, K.C.B.
Chairman of the Executive Committee - Sir Frederic Kenyon, G.B.E., F.B.A.
Vice~Chairman of the Executive Committee - Professor A.V.Hill,0.B.E.,F.R.S.
Honorary Secretaries - Professor C.S.Gibson,0.B.E.,F.R.S5. and Walter Adams,B.A.

The Society has done very good work in caring for refugees,
but is now in considerable financial difficulties. Professor Weyl and
I have both had word from friends in England that this Society and other
agencies there are no longer able to carry the load. On the other hand,
when we have appealed to the Rockefeller Foundation for aid to individuals,
they have told us recently that they were studying general means of helping
refugees to stay where they are rather than by bringing them to this coumtry.
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Dr. Aydelotte - 2 March 7, 1941

It would seem that the simplest and most obvious way would be to give
funds to the Society for the Protection of Science and Learning.

Both Weyl and I feel that we should not be likely to accom-
plish much by writing to the people with whom we have had dealings,
but we hope that a word from you to Mr. Appleget might have some ef-
fect,

Yours sincerely, V QZ
Op-ﬂd
Oswald Veblen

Dr. Frank Aydelotte
OV:GB
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28 July 1641
ch Homestead
Stockbridge, Mass,

Dear Osweld:

Ihed & k with Karl Compton some time back
end he tdd me of a plan for en institute of mathematics
et Princeton which ynu hed worked cut some time before
there was any 1dea of an Institute for Advenced Study. I
gethered from whet Compton seld that the Institute 1o its
present form 1s practically & realizetion of thet plan,
HEsve you any memarendum about it which you could senl me or
which Miss Bleke could find in Pripccton? T shall be in
Princeton Seturdsy morning and 1f you could send =
telegram to Miss Blake before then, perhaps she could hand
it to me,

In writing my report on the School of Wathematlcs,
I think I ought to say tninlomthing about the history of
the ides and I vary much hope thet you will te willin, to
allow m® to use¢ any meterial of that sort which you have,

After wan§ering around Vermont and New Hampshire
we finally settled on this farm house for the summer, and
find that we made an extremcly o0l choice, We are only
five hours from Princeton, heve begutlful surroundlngs, &
5004 golf course near at hand, and plsnty of frienda to
play #ith. Indeed the place 18 perfect in ell res;acts
except for the fect that 1t is a 1ittle too near a busy road,

, We don't mind that for one smmer, but I should not 1like it
forever., I it were not for tiiis traf“ile, T think we should
try to uy the house we ere Iin,

I hope you and your escistante ere gelling on well
with the book and that it «ill to {lalshed by the end of the
aimmer,

With kind regerds in vhich Merie Joins to Elizebeth
and yourself, I am

Yours sincerely,
Dr, Oswald Veblen FRANK AYDELOTTE

Brooklin :
Maline
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June 27, 1’{1
Profegsor Ogwald Veblem
Brooklin T
Hancock County, Maine
My dear Professor Veblen:

I em gending you herewith
the checks for Dr. Tavd and Dr. Civens 2& you
requested.

You 2nd Mrs. Veblem have
escaned another heat vave. At least, I hope that
it ig cocl where you are, and gurely it von't be
s0 wvarm in Mzine when you arrife there.

¥ith begt wishes to yon znd

Mrs. Veblen for 2 restful summer, 1 am

Sincerely youres,

/ l
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June 27, lﬂfl
Profegsor Ogwald Veblem
Brooklin e
Hancock County, Maine
My dear Professor Veblen:

I am gending you herewith
the checks for Dr. Taud and Dr. Clvens 2 you
requested.

You =nd Mrs. Veblem have
egscared another heat wvave. At least, I hope that
it ig cool where you are, and gurely it von't dbe
s0 warm in Maine wvhen you arrife there.
¥ith best wishes to yon and
Mrs. Veblen for a2 restful summer, I am

Sincerely yvours,

¥SB
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30th July, 1941

Dear Professor Veblemn:

At the request of Miss
Blake, I am glad to send you Bulletins 1, 2,
3, 5 end 6. Humber 4 Bulletin I understend is
out of print. Miss Blake tells me that you
already have 7, 8 and 9.
I hope you will call on me if there are any
other small commissions I 'n attend to for
you during her absence.

| Very truly yours,

Bernetta A, liller

Professor Oswald Veblem

Brooklin, Hancock County
aine

— v el
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5 July 1940
Dear Uswald:

Many thanks for ycur letter of July lst.
I ho.e the arrengeiients for the Whitehead children will go
through without difficulty. There is some conifusicn in the
office o the United Btates Com ittee for the Care of European
Children, and tae arrangements at present are of course very
curbersome. I understenc tl.e State Depertient !s oconaider-
ing some siuplificeticn of formelities, and 1 am trying to
get scme clear heeded perscn with reel executive abllity
placed in the cifice in New York tc bring some unity into
their work. I mention al. this so that you will keep a
personal eye on the Whiteisad chiliren and not ftrust them
tc orficial channels.

I thoroughly egree wlth you about Ingham,
However goed = men he is, it wculd be difficult to find a
place so late as this unl2ss by lucky accident.

I had lunch with Lothian & day o1 two ago.
He thinks the English will be abie.tc held out. Luckily the
French fleet is no longer & menace. Wwe had & conference on
tihie whole subject uincer kEarle's dircction at Prineston last
week-end. The tweaty-five or thirty experts started out by
being lergely nomn-iunterventionicts, but by the time we had
discussed the subject for two days it becawme claar to every-
bedy that tue cniy wise thing wculu be to send the American
fleet to the immediate assistance of the English. I b.urted
this cut in so cany worda to liccideat Roosevelt a day or
two leter in an interview at the Wnlile House, and I besllave
that he would go sloag if oily he [2lt public ocrinicn would
Justify it. The situation is unlortunately one in wnich our
naticnal leadsrs ougit to go ahead of public cpinica instead
of hanging behind it.

It looks now a8 if we shculd be settled in
our house in Prineceton by about the Z0th of July, barring un-
exvected hindrances.

Just as I finish this I Lazve Freu Pauli's
lettor, copy of which has gome to you. If the Ewiss &lr
service tc Liboa is restered, I shall be glad to ask Lothian
for sone kind of protecticn for bim in Bermuda. I should
anticipate no difficulty.

Yours sincerely,
Dr. Oswaid Veblen
Brocklin, Hancock Cc., Maine

Joezn
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I have been discussing today with such members of the ﬁ

feculty as are here the gquestion &s to whether we should try to de
to see

anything sbout displeced French scholars. I hope
who is now on his way home, some time next week,

, lowe bas finally decided to take the lot mext to Weyl's,
which I think & very satisfactory arrangement both for him amd for us, ;
It leaves the space in between free for & road or for building, as may 2

sesm wisest im the future.
We are due to get off to Maine om the 30th of June or the : 4
first of July, but I must confess that I em now beginning to feel a .-

1ittle uncertain about it. The Amsrican Friends Service Committes,
of which I am now a director, is planning relisf work on an unprece-
dented scale, The Rockefeller Foundation is anxious to do more for !

!nlnnmhmmn-dmthhlmmhoum

ssor at Swarthmore. is an excellent appointment, and

happy ebout it, I have a good deal to do cleaning up there

and supervising the completion of irs to Olden ¥snor so that we -
can move as speedily as possible. we can agoomplich empugh at ‘ i,
all sks to get away we shall be in Camdem about the lst or 2nd : 1
I will send you a line from there. - i

Yours singerely, >

Professor Oswald Veblen FRANE ATRmOTTE
Brooklin, Hancook County
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¥ay 28, 1540
ear Frenk:

Viss Eichelser ias just sent off & cable to FPaull mekirng the in=-
Guiries w'ich you su;gested, She will of course send you e copy of this,
enc she ras e full dossler re Fauli, Just s few minutes ;o Warren Weaver
called me up atout & question having tc do rith Hethematical Reviews, end I
took tle occasion to msk him whether the Rockefeller Foundetion had any means
of communication which could be used, tle thought it doubtful, but promised
te think it oven end I sald I would let him know the result of Lhe present in-
Guiry.

1 enclose herewith a copy of tieletter from Courant, 'sy 26, to
Lewis L. Streuss of Kuhmn, Loeb end Compeny, to widich 1 referred tlis morning.
] think it would be very helpful in this comneection if you would write to
¥r, Streuse sayin; that the Institute would be very ;led to extend an invita=-
tion to frofessor Jekob Nielsen in cese the necessary funds were available,
In tie conversaeilion with Courent and myseli, ir, Strauss expressed great in-
terest in the Institute, and 1 invited him tc come and visit it,

It turned ocut that the University of Virginia was not alle to ex-
tend the invitaticn, end I have written to Professor 'iildetrandt of the Uni-
versity of Kiehigan to see if there i1s mny possitility there. I do not
think it likely, however, that anytning will cowme of this, While it would
be Letier for general reasons if Kielsen could be invited bty ome of the uni-
versities, we stculd like very much to have him here, both Lecsuse his soi-
entific work is closely releted to what we are interested in, and because he
is & very estisable perscn.

#ith regard to "arald Bohr, I received this morning from Warren
deaver the letler of wiich & copy is enclcsed. On ihe telephone I let
feaver undersland my hope that the mectlon of the Foundation plus the efforts
of Courent and ! is friends ou It to solve Liw prrollem of the group at Copen=
hegen. Weaver received these remarks with evident satisfaction,
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Dre Frank Aydelotte - 2 May 28, 1940

You will find enclosed also & copy of the letter from Mr, Barry
Smith, dated yesterday, which I think expleins iteelf. I will ssnd & copy
to Hill end write him on the subjeot. I presume that Hill would be the
right person to make the spproach to the Pilgrim Trust, but that he would
probably want a letter from you on the subject, Put you will know better
than I how to handle that.

I also told Weaver about the failure of the Commonwealth Fund to
act, and said thet while I didn't want to urge anything on him I wished that
he would think the question over., He promised to do so,

I have just had a glence at a copy of Bulletin No, § which Miss
Bichelser lent me., I agree with you that the note about applications for
admission would better be on the opposite page, under the calendar. I won-
der whether it is necessary to say snything at all about the money for sti-
pends?

It looks now as if I might get off the day after tomorrow, but of
course I don't want to leave so long as 1 can be of any real use here.

Yours sincerely,

Oswald Veblen

President Frank Aydelotte
Swarthmore College
Swarthmore, Pa,

OV:GB
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COPY
May 26, 1840

Dear Mr, Strauss,

I have just had e telephone conversation with Veblen and another with
the people at Brown University about the question discussed in our so gratifying
conference last Fridey, and I am taking the liberty of summerizing the present
situation and of suggesting a modus procedendi.

Veblen's idea of having Prof, Nielsen invited to the University of Vir-
ginia had to be abandoned becsuse he learned from them that they are considering
another man from an inveded part of Burope (Poland) and could not do more., Imn=
stead, Veblen proposed to send Nielsen an invitation to the Institute for Advanced
Study for one year, President Aydelotte has gladly agreed, provided that the In-
stitute can obtain a guarantee for & contribution of approximately four thousand
dollars in case that Nielsen mccepts. If you can see your way clear to find a
group of friends willing to give this backing I suggest that you send a message
directly to Veblen or to President Aydelotte. Probably speedy action would then
be possible.

As to Harald Bohr, who is not only the most distinguished Scandinavian
mathematician but alse the closest friend of Niels and without whom Niels would
hardly come, an invitation to Brown University is pending and urgent negotiations
for financial help with the Rockefeller Foundation are under way. Just how com=
plete the Foundation's contribution will be is not yet decided, end it is probable
that en additional sum will be needed. President Wristonm of Brown University is
very enthusiastic sbout the plan and might find the funds himself. If necessary,
I should be very happy to approach some friends such as Mr, Leo Wallerstein, But
we should be exceedingly grateful to know that in oase of emergency we can fall
back on you and your friends active help to a moderate extent.

; In the case of Dr, Werner Fenchel, Bohr's assistant, we hope to get some
support through Mr, Ralph Flanders of Springfield, Vermont, whom you perhaps know,
However, it probably will be necessary to supplement this support somewhat, Fen-
chel's case is still in an exploratory stege, and should not delay action on the
others. I may take the liberty of reverting to this matter at a later time,

I hope you will understand that the matter-of-fact way in which I have
presented these matters of flct does not correspond to my deep feelings of grati-
tude.

With cordial regards

Sinecerely yours,
(RICHARD COURANT)

Nr, Lewis L, Strauss
52 WMilliam Street
New York City
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COPY

May 27, 1940

Dear Veblen;:

Thauk you for your letter of May 2lst. I
have received a long letter from Richardson as well,
which also expleins Neugebauer's concern. I have just
written to Richardson, and have promised him that I will
disocuss the ocase of Harald Bohr with my colleagues here
and report to him soon, the general idea being that it
is probably very desirable to have some sort of definite
offer outstanding to Harald Bohr, so that, among other
things, Niels will be in a freer position to amet, if and
when that becomes necessary.

Very cordially,
WARREN WEAVER
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COPY

THE COMMONWEALTE FUND

May 27, 1940

Dear Dr. Vetlen,

I succeeded in getting before the Executive Committee, today,
the matter discussed in our recent conference and I am very sorry to

have to tell you, as I feared would be the case, that the Committee

feels the legal restrictions under which the Fund operates make it im-
possitle for us to make the necessary grant.

should like to be of assistence in the matter. -
It occcurs to me that the English foundation, the Pilgrim

Trust, might very well take faverable action on this request if it ocould
be brought to their attention.

We are all sorry for we

I em sure that Professor Hill could ar-
range it and I am commnicating with him to that effeot,

It was a great pleasure to meet you the other day;
I wish very much that we could be of assistance.

With cordial regards,

end again

Sincerely yours,

BARRY C. SMITH

e —

e —
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8 liay 1940

Dear Oswald:

I noticed the HNew York Tiuss srticle, and I

had a very useful coaversation wilh Bush of the Carnegie

Institute in Washington on the saxze subject, which I shall

be glad to report to you toworrow. I dc not think we cugnt

™

to ask ¥r. Bamberger lor any more nmoney, but I have thought

of one or two more possibilities.

Yours sinesrely,

Professcr Usweld Veblen
Institute for Advanced Study
Princetca, New Jsrsey
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HAVERFORD COLLEGE
HAVERFORD, PA.

DEPARTMENT oF MATHEMATICS

February 6, 1940.

Dear President Aydelotte:

Thank you wvery much for looking into the possibilities at the Institute
in connection with our vacancy next semester. I have rsceived complete
credentials from Professior Veblen on a number of men,and we are considering

—

these along with some others, I will let you know when a decision is

reachad, With many thanks, I am

Sinecerely yours,
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