
la7 151 1942 

I am delighted to b&ve 70ur latter ooaoen.lal 

Blackwell ud u asking &•e of the aaabere ~ our 8ehool -- . 
or letheaetics io write to 10\l 1D regard to hi• teelaici&l 

qu.l.1.t1catlma. 

Ble.cnell aaae to \la witn U.e highest 
. 

reoo1111mdat.icaa f'roa the UaiYel"aity of n liaol• ad I ban 

b•• delighted by the favorable re~na which I ban 

receiYed th1a 7ear concern.1»,g his work hare. Be is ext.~ 

attraotin pereanall7 and 1• aiveraall1 llJut4 ... napeotecl 

be~ at tM lnutit1lte. 1 ebo.id aa1 tbnt. h• •otlld qual.U7 

a••l'OUl.T tor one ot tile beat posts 1D cae ot the oiatatud-

iDg legro collegea or Ullivere1tiaa. 

Iova a1ncere1J, 

nwtl ilDILOTTI, Dinctol' 

ar. laokaca Dane, heooiate Director 
0.eral idllC&tiOD 8o&l'd 
49 Weat 49tb Street 
In tort Cit.7 

f j/ICI 
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GENERAL EDUCATION BOARD 

•AYM OND • . r oao1c.x_. ••l:llD&NT 
ALllhT ll , »Amt, Ylc:lt PllltllDICNT AHO DllttTOI 
W.W. 81llULltT, IJ:ClltTAIY 

FOllNDltD .,. JORN D. llOC:IClt71tLLltl 190? 

(UIC:O llPO llATltD \fOI) 

49 WEST 49th STREET, NEW YORK 

May 15, 1942 

My dear Dr. Aydelotte: 

JACIC10N DAYll1 AllOC:IATIC Dl81tCTOI 
raao MtCl11 1TIOH, AllllTANT Dll&CTO• 
PLOU M. llllND, AllllTANT 

Thank you very much for your prompt reply 

to my inquiry regarding Dr. Davld Blackvell. I am pleased 
~ ....... 

to know that he is a man of such outstanding ability and 

personality. I am r a ther hoping that he may be asked to 

one of the colleges in the Atlanta University group . 

Sincerely yours, 

Dr. Frank: Aydelotte 
The Institute for Advanced Study 
Princeton, New Jersey 

JD:LG 
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GENERAL EDUCATION BOARD 

IAYMOND • · P'OIDICJC<t Pl&lll>llNT 
At.SUT a . MAHN, YIC& P LUIDDIT AHJI Dl8&CT08 
W. W. BtlULSY, IICA..&TA.tV 

FOU N DJ:D av )ORN D . lloci:araLL&a 1902 

( 1NC0 8P 08.ATll: D 110&) 

49 WEST 49th STREET, NEW YORK 

MS¥ 14, 1942 

~ dear Dr. A¥delottet 

JACXIDN DAYll, AllDCIAT& DIUCTOa 
ra&:D MCCUll TIOH. AllllTA.NT DIUCTO a 
f'LOtA M. tHl"NDt A.llJIT.AHT 

Someone told me the other day that a Mr. DaTid Blackwell, 

a mathematician, was now pursuing studies at 1he Institute for .AdTanced 

Studj' and that he might be aTailable for a teaching post in an important 

Negro institution. 

I would appreciate it 1f you or the member of your staff 

best acquainted with Mr. !lackwel l could giTe me any information about 

him and his interest in teaching. if he does not already haTe a post. 

Dr. 1rank A.ydelotte 
Institute for AdTa.nced Study 
Princeton, Jev Jersey 

JD:KU! 

Very sincerel1 1ours , 
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l 
COPY (:.!/) ~ACt"'EJ L 

?Jay 15, 1942 

Dear Ur . Davis: 

Dr. Aydelotte asked me to write you concerning Dr . 
David Blackwell, who was a member of the Institute for Advanced 

Study during the academic year 1941-42. 

I am acquainted at first hand with Dr . Blackwell ' s work , 

and particularly concerning his his thesis and his further researches 

in the same dir ection, about which we had numerous conferences . 

On the basis of my contacts with him and of what I have 

seen of the quality and character of his work, I consider Dr. Black­

well an absolutely first-rate research mD.thematician, measured by 

any sta.rrlards . He has originality, p<mer, and taste, to such an 

extent that his equals can be found onl1 in the first category. 

Dr. Blackwell is not only talented, but also modest and 

of very agreeable personality. I have no direct information 

about his teaching, but from his way of presentation of his own 

and of others ' work, and from his general interest in his subject, 

I Yroul.d venture to predict that he would be a good teacher. 

~Jr. Jackson Davie 
General Education Board 
49 West 49th Street 
New York City 

Very sincerely, 

John von Neumann 
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Septoaber 41 1941 

Dear lllbreea 

Are 70u in touoh with Blackwell ad clo you kaow 
whether ba persff8res in his iatontioa to ooae to tho 
Iut1tat• for ldnnoed 8tu4;r tbia 7e&l'T I YQ'J INOh bo1J9 
ao but have baeD a Utile tro11bla4 bee&U• ot the ta•t that 
•• baye ba.cl .ao •ord :t'roa h1a. I wrote to h1a altout the 
utter on lay 30 and bc.ve 11enr ta.d a npl.J to a,y letter. 
This aay be Mrely 1111 oversight aue to the 1181191" vacatl.•1 
but it 7ou aae bi.a or ara in touch •1Ua h1a tell him t.l».t 
•e hope be is OOllling e.nd ahoul.4 be glad to lmoe about whea 
he plana to arrin. 

With kindeat .regcrda, I ¥ 

Io1lr8 eincerely, 

freaidmt ld"1n R. !labree 
lul.iu Boaennl4 rund 
4901 llli• iftllue 
Ohioaao, Illinois 

l 'A/lCI 
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COPY 

Professor Oswald Veblen 
Institute for Advanced study 
Princeton, New Jersey 

My dear Professor Veblen: 

1301 West Clark Street 
Urbane, Illinois 
May 14, 1941 

I wish to apply for admission to the Institute 
for the academic year 1941-42. Professor Doob and , 
I believe , Halmos and Ambrose, have already uiscussed 
with you the possibility of my admission, and I was 
recently notified that I have been awarded a Rosenwald 
.F'ellowship for next yeaT, under which I hope to study 
at the Institute. 

I hope that you will find it possible to admit 
me to the Institute, and that there will be office 
facilities available for me there. 

Sincerely yours, 

(s) DAVID BL~CKWF.LL 
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r. na.vSd Fl ... et..-voll 
1301 \ ut Clark Street 

r <m .. , I Uno a 

- Dr. 1 b llr 

ta.v 30. 1941 

haV'! 1 or u h P.r~ w1 ~h· nnt lntftl' nt 

for Mvu.ce t\ll~ cm yom 01enweld r~l lov. lp. On 

th r t11r.!l-rn t1 on or hA ho 1 of' KO\ h :\ t t c l t d •~" 

to l t\'1 tbllt va l ok forwnJ'd "1th ~eat 
..... 

It t oan 

b or m~ aso1stnno 111 tbe mat er o"' t1n6in )'OU :r.lnct! 

~o 1 ve o:- • n y ot."er va,..,, pltt a!'t f1o :iot h•d tate to 0311 

t!:'at ' m ~ ns nn nl!f\T, Sept•nnbftl" aa. 

n th~ 'm!llMr. 

Your 1inottrel7, 
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Dear Blacknlli 
Tho atbanatica1 pro.teHora have uMn1musl7 

recomlllanded ;your &dmiaeion t.o t.he Institute, and Jt>U 

will undoubtedl7 bear alao trom Dr. A)'delotte before 

long. 

year. 

Ye all look torn.rd to havinc 70u nth ua next 

I think you Yill find the llbr&ey' in hld Ball 

a ver7 convenient. place !or your work. 

With be•t greeting•• 

Dr. David Blackwell 
laOl West Clark Street 
Urbana, D l i noia 
OV1GB 

Iour11 aincorel.71 

Onald Veblc 
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March 5, 1941 

Dear Embree t 

I am delighted t o hear that you have 
under consideration en appointment for 'r . David 
Blackwell to ork at the School. of' llethematics or 
the nst1~ute for Advanced Study during the 
academic year 1941-1942. I send you this line to 
say thilt it wollld be a gr t satisfaction to the 
members of our School of JJathematics to htive 'r. 
Bl aclt ell in resid nee h re and I hope very much 
that his grant wlll go through . 

In 1nv1ting Blac~:well e h ve made 1t 
cleor that the inVit tion com s from the Institute 
for dvanced Study nd not fro~ Princeton Univ rsity. 
In many cs es men who are orkin at the Institute 
find it profitable to tt nd courses in the Orsduate 
School of Princeton University, and I thought it 
only t 1r thBt Blac 1ell should know th t it is the 
set policy of the Univ rsity not to admit egroas . 
At th same tice e hs.v tried to nnke him unc rstand 
very cle rly that the In titute for Adv no Cl Study 
makes no d1st1nction on the b s of r ce, color, or 
creed. , cntl that bece.uce of bis aemonstr tcd ability 
in me.th tics he 111 h ost elco e here . 

\.1th kincl' t regards, I am 

Your s1nceraly1 

President E~wil1 R. Embree 
Julius Rosenwald Fund 
4901 Ellis Avenue 
Chic go, Ill1no1e 

FA/ CE 

YVEL-OTTE 
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