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T:I1<. JCJ. ,!r) HOPKINS JNl vtll15I'fY 

SCiiOUL OF ;,IEDIGINE 

Daltimore , Mr! . 

:.11'. il.br':lhltill Fle.l:ner , 
The Ills titu te f or Advam:ed Study, 
Princeton, ~ew J ersey . 

y.,y dear "'1'. Flexner:-

COpy 

At the time of the meetinb l~st !flontn , I Nas toU crl 

ci i s turhed by :lour sthte:nent 01 the In::ltit.ut,p ' s acLi vities reGur d ing 

ill!': tbematics in the .~b'i York Public SchooL~. . I uelayed ',IT i":-inf; to 

YOel -.lOtil I had t he minutes of the m8f'tint:; tnese C8m(~ to 1'!l8 some days 

aeo and I find tnit my orig inal i mpres s i on is cOllfi rmed. by ".our r ·-'port. 

not nave o'p po:'tnnj' i,""3 ;'0:- re:, · .. rcn 'l 

(~Once :;i . Cc.l x!. til "a ce·:.' i:.~~rkct" for i ts you n,. '.'io!·kf-rs? 
/ 

lowur st..!!lools ·;' 

I::3 i TJ really \Jur 

schools th 8 uevelo1,ruent within the Ir.s ti LLl '.8 of Teuchc:::::: ' s Tru.ill lug 

Cour:; e s , 0':: courses of I:i11 !:1cl hoc character? Shoulci me: us Tru st" e s no t 

now a! 'precibtl:~ the dW1Gers of 8'lCh u div8.!.'sioll of our enerb i es fro l'!l our 

- -
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Mr. Flextlel' 11-~-34. 

exalted pri mal';; !Jury)sf-:; eVE:n thoubh U,(; neo(; ~'or moderniza t iOll of tea.ch-

iug of hic:.;L school llathematics may be gre:J.t? 

I am thus pntting d ovm most f r ankly some of my worries 

abouL this new venture of the Institu t e . It may be t hat the time and 

e !1.e r Lies of our excellent s taff mhy ot be devoted in <lny larC8 me hS1J re 

to these new acti vi Lies - bu t I mus t confess a ',Tl,t ',vorry a bOll t the 

Very E' in cerely, 
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TEl DSTITUTE FO~ ALVANCED S'~DY 

Pri!Jceton, N. J. 

Nu vember 10, 1~~4 . 

Dear Dr . ,ieed : 

I WI:iS c: elii::,tted wi tn yonI' lette r this morni!'Jg ~lnd am 

only sorry that you clid not speak out At the me e t ing . That i~ what meet-

ings are fo:, . Des:1i te t he expl~nation which I Am L_oir1f:. t o llil .. ke to you , 

I want YOl1 to b:'inf the ~utject up b.t tHe next mH~ ting of the Boord, be-

cause I do no "', vier. t the .f}oi.nt which you raise to be confined to you and me . 

It ought to be something in which t.nE: entire Boara is i.nterested. 

Now as to the facts; we are not "extendil l::': the f ucili-

:'h~~ of t he In s tl tute ", 0 tea chers or rr. ' LlIemH Li es in tlle s E;conrLry school s" . 

·:Ie 3rE' HO:' rioing anytbin£: ,1or tIlcm that we woulci not be doing qnyhow . In 

fuct , We ei re not .!1.skint: ourselvl.'s whe!'e LnE: 3(: men are [, 0 Leach - ·,mether 

i n coJlege s, ulliversir,ies , r eEc .rch inst itlltes , seC()rld~l ry SCilOOls , or CUly-

wner e e ls <:. . "ii e 3rt, engu.geu in one t&sh only - thu of Giving the f aculty 

eVGIJ fJossible opportuni t.Y ~'o r research , and g iving 11 cl:lrefully chosen 

body of wo::ker ::; , who hH ve showl.! Ln5ir me t t.le, an O j'- ol'tuni ty t o cl:ltch up 

wi th them alLG Lo inspire :)ne one ther . N 0 -."" , of (;OU1'Se , all of these men 

a re not i;. oing t o t.urn out. to be l'irst-rnte rese arCL1 workers. it. few of 

). them will doubtless £'ir.d favorable positions in universi tie s and will be 

\l:lOrthy of t,h em. Others wiil perhavs do vi.eir bes t in colleges . ml£. t 

about the remainder? While we a re not undertaking the responsibility of 

find i ng i.i pos t fo r anybod~ , I shoula like to crea te a demand for modern 

mathematicians, rrecisely as :.ne ;>h:,'s i ci sts have created a demand for 

[.Jhysicists. As the 81 tuation now stands, secondary-school TIi'.i thema tics 
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Dr. Weed Noveluber 10 , 1~~4 

is obsolete. That makes it very difficult for the college ~ , ~,nd second-

rat e work in the colleges ml:tkes it difficult f or tnt gr!:ldua",e schools, 

~~d ultimately for us. 

Phys ici sts and oi olo[i s tG of mor!eTn traininc have been 

turned Ollt in such vclume t hn.t in largE cit,ies lL,c i·lew York ~Jh t- teflC':1 ing 

of science is probubly bette~ than it i s in most college3 , p.~~e cially in 

mos t small colleges . It is infini tely t o t he ~ n tere s t no t, unly 0:' Lhe 

I nstitute but of a ll centers of mathematics, like Harvft rd, C!!lCtlgO , Bnd 

Brown University , tnat secondary-school mathemat,ics sno <'lld be reorgu.nized . 

'Nhell that i s accomplisiied college mathema ti cs will ',)8 bet e Y' , urlive rs ity 

mathematics will be better, gradu ate sCI1001 mLtthe;;;<.,t i ~ 3 wi ... be oet Ler, 

and t~.e Institut€ Inat,hema t, i s work C:ttl be betLf r ; 1:;..1,_, ~ ttl ,c:.:.:. to .e.ccom lisb 

\ 

t hi s r esult is not consciously to ndeavo r to tra in ' ::'" j ,e .)f' ~,c'30n fo r 

secondary-school work -- a thing which nas never en ttred ou c miI:u s - Dut 

\ 

to make sure that every body who comes here boes a Way w..;. t,n a subd,a;Jti a l 

training in mat,hematics, regardless of ,-"here ne is ul tiJlJdte l) g oing to 

lE,nd . I hope tht1.t sOP- Ie of them will land in the h':'Ch schools, es!,eci&lly 

tno s _ ,;ho a re not among the best endowed, just as a s been t he case in 

science a nd is beginning to be the case in history . 

Don't fear tho t -ullere will be any teachers ' tra ininc ;uurse 

of c...n ad noc cba l 'acter , or that the energies 0':- the staff will be rl iverted 

from the primary lind singlE: i1urpose for whi cb t ile In ~ ti tut<; '.vaS c r e ,. t ed . 

No member of the staff is thinkiTlb of hibh schools. Tna t i :3 ~ pc ~u ~ v'hlch 

has occurred to me as I survey Ameri c ,':ill edUCAtion as a whole. The staff 

are not even thinking of cievelolJing professors in narvard University. They 

are thinking of mathema tics and letting everything else take cere of itself, 
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Dr. Weed November 10, 1934 - :3 -

as they should, and I am doing nothing to di.vert them from the one pur-

pvse for which the Ir.stitute was started. 

Despite this explanation I do wish tnht you would bring 

the subj ec t up at the next .meetil16 of the Board, for if you do not I shall 

read your lettt r to the Board, because t here was evidently some ambiguity 

about my statement, or I left room for misunderstanding, which oUf,ht to be 

cleared up, not only for the benefit 0: the Board but f or the benefit of 

the Institute. 

I confess I am delighted that you have felt free to .rrite 

me at such length and · wi th such candor. 

a Trustee worth while. 

Dr. Lewis H. Weed 
School of ~edicine 

Wi th all good wisnes, 

T!1C Johns napkins Uni versi ty 
Beltimore, Maryland 

AF/MCE 

This sort of thing is wh.!:1t makes 
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THE JOHNS HOPKINS UNIVERSITY 

SCHOOL OF MEDICINE 

Baltimore, Md. 

Mr. Abraham Flexner, 
The Institute for Advanced Study, 
Princeton, New Jersey. 

My dear Mr. Flexner:-

November 21, 1934. 

I am sure that you and I see eye to eye as to the 

real purposes and aims of the Institute: your welcome letter of Novem-

ber 10 reassures me of this unity of vision and relieves me of many of 

my doubts and perplexities. Reading your letter and the minutes of 

the meeting together removes all the ambiguities of the original re-

port and 1 am glad to be set straight as to the Institute's relations 

) to the New York High Schools. 

COpy 

But I still wonder whether we are right in takinb any 

steps "to create a demand for modern mathematicians". I willingly con-

cede the desirability of modernizing the teaching of mathematics in 

high schools, colleges and universities; but I question seriously the 

benefits of any direct attack by the Institute upon this problem. As 

I visualize our proper function in this process, the Institute, by the 

character of its research and of its teaching, will influence in a potent 

way teaching and research in the graduate schools of universities: young 

men will go forth from the Institute carrying the inspiration of modern 

mathematics to their own univesities and colleges. And these young men 

in their turn as teachers will send out their students, into the higher 

. and lower branches of teaching so that gradually rna thematics will be 

\ 
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Mr. Flexner, 2 11-21-54. 

taught everywhere throughout our educati onal system by men who have had 

some sort of stimulus from the Institute. 

Such an indirect attack upon t he problem of moderni-

I zation of the teaching of mathematics s ee~s in my mind to be much more 

\ in keeping with the Institute's purpose than any direct attempt t o inter­

est Superintendents of Education in our work and in our students. Should 

we tr,y to sell our product to these superintendents even though we may feel 

that in this transaction we are aiding the high sChools in improvinb t~eir 

mathematics? Can we avoid immedia tel y or eventually a quid pro quo? 

What if the superintendents said they would t ake our students provided we 

gave these same stUdents certain additional courses or opportunities for 

study? Would we be strong enough to resist the superintendent's pressure 

or the pressure from those students who needed the jobs? Could we refu se 

to accept high school teachers of mathematics who in the opinion of their 

superintendents need the stimulus and viewpoint of the Institute? lilld 

when word has gone forth that our students easily procure posts in high 

schools, are we not in the Institute going to be assailed by ~arge numbers 

of student-candidates who protesting love for mathemat i cs come to us with 

,the sole purpose of getting a permanent job in a high school? 

Both you and I would of course answer these questions in 

the same way for I think we both see clearly the purposes of the Institute. 

My worry here is that we are offering an enterine wedge which may in the 

future subj ect the Ins titute to difficult problems -- problems which in the 

nature of our independence should n0t be ours at all. Invi ta tions to 

/

. visit 

to be 

the Institute extended to superintendents of schools are after all 

classed as mild, legitimate efforts at advertising both our work 
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iII-. Flexner 11-21-54. 

! 
and our product: these invitations (or even letters dispatched to the 

superintendents) should be avoided. 

The problem of our students who do not measure up to 

research-standards in mathematics is not one which should concern either 

the instructional or administrative staff of the Institute. Of course 

the executive off icers will be happy to assist students in procuring suit-

able posts, but this activity should be of the students' initiative and 

not of ours. The poor student is after all a mistake on our part: he repre-

sents a distinct i ntellectual and financial loss to the Institute, just as 

a poor student here represents similar loss to the medical school. But 

I tremble to trJ~ that the Institute's poorest students under our present 

I system of selection and fellowship-aid should only be of high school cal­

iber. Should we not be more rigid in our selection? 

These then are some of my worries which your letter did 

not wholly remove. Your suggestion of open discussion of the matter at 

' the next meeting of the Trustees is perhaps sound but it seems to me that 

the question involved is possibly so technical as not to interest the 

whole Board. I did not speak at the last meeting as I feared I had mis-

understood your report; I believe also that mature consideration of a 

project before criticism is better than a spontaneous outburst . My fear 

still is that we are permitting an entering wedge: no damage has yet 

been done but the development of the present policy would lead to intellect-

ual activities of a lower order than those upon which the Institute has 

quite rightly embarked. 

Very sincerely, 

(signed) LEWIS H. WEED. 
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THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY 

Princeton, New Jersey. 

November 25, 19~4. 

Dear Weed: 

Many thanks for your kind letter of November 21. I think 

you misunderstand my phrase, "to create a demand for modern mathematicians". 

If you will examine into the part which was played by D-r . Welch, Dr. Mall, 

Dr. Abel, and Dr. Osler in the modernizing of medical education, then you 

rill Bee what is in our minds. In writing and speaking and in personal 

contacts these men spent years enlightening universities and medical schools 

as to the meaning of modern medicine. 

OJ} \ The Institute faculty has not given a moment's time or 

thought to doing this and will not do so. Knowing these superintendents 

through previous contacts, I have simply tried to point out to them the im-

portance of bringing high school mathematicians into touch with modern mathe-

mati cal teaching. The independence of the Scbool of Mathematics is in no 

wise a factor, for, as far as its teaching and research go, it is an auton-

\ omous concern with which I do not interfere even if I had the desire to do so. 

Nor is there any danger that we are going to be assialed by large numbers 

who don't love mathematics but who do want a Job, for applicants are scrutin-

ized on the basis of their previouB performance, and, if anyone were indis-

creet enough to intimate any other motive, I think I know what Professor 

Veblen and his associates would say. 

I have taken care in speaking to superintendents of schools 

here and in Washingtoh to say that I am absolutely indifferent whether they 

get their mathematicians from irinceton, from Harvard, Chicago, or from any 

other inetitution which trains aodern mathematicians. I am profoundly inter-
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Dr. Weed November 2~, 1934 

ested in modernizing the teaching of the subject which will inevitably, if 

it succeeds, provide posts for persons whose t r aining belongs to this era 

and not to a past era. It may interest you to know that one of the persons 

who received an appointment in the New York City Schools began in one of 

the huge high schools by teaching the regulation number of classes. After 

a few weeks the principal of the school had his eyes opened, relieved her 

of two classes, in order that she might conduct a seminar for all the other 

teachers of mathematics in the school, seventeen or eighteen in number. 

2 

Thus in one of the great high schools in New York City a seed has been planted. 

I cannot for the life of me see how a thing of that sort can be any more preju­

dicial to the Institute than it was prejudicial to the Hopkins when Dr. 

·Councilman left Dr. Welch to go to Harvard, Stmon left Dr. Welch to modernize 

pathology, first, at Philadelphia, secondly, at the Rockefeller Institute. 

The point, however, is an interesting one and , as I said to you at the Wilmer 

Dinner, I hope very much that at the next meeting of the Board when you and 

Veblen are present, you will raise it, however tentatively, in order to hear 

what Veblen has to say on the subject. I think the Board will be vary greatly 

interested, and I think, if there is any danger, it would be wholesome to 

let Professor Veblen have from you an expression in advance that the level of 

the Institute's work may be lowered b~ what seems to me a sound way of im­

proving secondary methematics, college mathematics, graduate school mathe­

matics, and ultimately Institute mathematics. 

In conclusion, let me say that I am more than delighted 

to have you comment so f'ree17 and candidly t4>0n a point which gives you con­

cern. That, in my judgment, 1s the sort of thing that makes a good trustee. 

1fi th all good wishes, 

Dr. lAns H. Weed 

Sincerely yours, 

(signed) A. 1. 
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THE JOHNS HOPKINS UNIVERSITY 

SCHOOL OF MEDICINE 

Bal timore, Md. 

Mr. Abraham Flexner, 
The Institute for Advanced Study, 
Princeton, New Jersey. 

My dear Mr. Flexner:-

November 26, 1934. 

Thank you very much indeed for your letter of 

November 25. It seems to me that our discussion can best be 

carried on in a personal conference. It you think that such a 

personal conference would be of any benefit, I would be glad to 

come to Princeton some S~turday early in December. 

Very sincerely, 

(signed) LEWIS H. WEED. 

COpy 

Beatrice Stern research files, Vertical Files, Box 3, Frankfurter-3 
From the Shelby White and Leon Levy Archives Center, Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, NJ, USA



COpy COpy 

THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY 

Princeton, New Jersey. 

November 50, 1934. 

On returning from Washington and Baltimore I 

find yours of November 26th. I am going to turn the correspond-

ence over to Professor Veblen and get his independent judgment, for 

I still think questions of thi s sort ought to be ventilated before 

the entire Board, since they do involve large questions of ·policy. 

Dr. Lewis H. Weed 
School of Medicine 
The Johns Hopkins University 
Baltimore, Maryland 

Always sincerely, 

(signed) A. F. 

COpy 
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THE JOHNS HOPKINS UNIVERSITY 

SCHOOL OF MEDICINE 

Sal timore , lid • 

Mr. Abraham Flexner J 

The Institute for Advanced Study, 
Princeton, New Jerse,y. 

My dear Mr. Flexner:-

December 6, 1954. 

Your letter of November 50 came to me some days 

ago. I am of course delighted that you consider the correspond-

ence regarding high school mathematics important enough to refer 

to Professor Veblen. I had thought that we could discuss the 

COpy 

matter between us in better fashion than at the meeting of the Board 

of Trustees, but I am thoroughly willing to present such thoughts as 

I have to the other members of the Board. It is not the 1.JDmediate 

danger that I fear but a future pitfall. 

Very sincerely, 

(signed) LEWIS H. WEED. 

--------------~----_________________ .~sM. __ 4_~l~( __ .:~t~~~~.~.~--~~ u c _ 
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December 12, 1954. 

Dear Doctor Flexner: 

I looked over your correspondence with Dr. Weed some 

days ago, with a good deal of interest. I appreciate his misgivings, and 

think it is a good thing that members of the Board should have such misgiv-

/ ings. For my own part, however, I am not at all worried. 

our action last spring led to 'I,he placing of five 

people connected with our mathematical group -(in tte broad sense, including 
---

people attached to the llniversi.ty as w 1 as to the Institute) in positions 

where they are likely to be very useful. It has made everyone here much 

happier because it has appreciably relieved the congestion of unemployed 

mathematicians. 

Princeton has become and will remain for a long time to 

come a congregating place for post-doctoral students of mathematics. Every 

one of us feels it to be a part of his problem to help these men and women 

to find jobs when they are ready for them. The sort of thing which you 

initiated last spring Beems to me to be an important help in this problem. 

I cannot see that it implies anything at all with regard 

to our scientific work. Certainly it has no influence whatever on mine. 

i ,MY work consists in going ahead with my own investigations, and talking about 

\.) I them from time to time in my seminar. Besides that, I talk with students 

about their work when it is sufficiently close to my own for such conversa-
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Dr. Abraham Flexner - 2 December 12, 1954 

tions to be mutually profitable. If a student who had secondary teaching 

in view came here, he would profit by my work if, and only if, he satisfied 

the conditions which I have just described. 

I think it would be a very good thing if Dr. Weed could 

find the time to pay us a visit here and see things in process. What I 

have said seems perfectly obvious to me, but I realize that unless one has 

approximately the same point of view, the language may have some quite differ-

en t meaning. 

Dr. .t>.braham Flexner 
20 Nassua Street 
Princeton, N. J. 

OV:GB 

Yours sincerely, 

(s igned) OSYiALD VEBLEN 
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THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY 

Princeton, New Jersey. 

December 14, 1954. 

My dear Dr. Weed: 

Dr. Flexner showed the correspondence regarding 

the Institute and high school mathematical posts to Professor 

Veblen, who has written him a letter, copy of which I enclose. Dr. 

\ Flexner would be writing to you himself, but he is laid up with a 

cold and is not at the office today. 

Dr. Lewis H. Weed 
The Johns Hopkins University 
School of Medicine 
Baltimore, Maryland 

Sincerely yours, 

(signed) ESTHER S. BAILEY. 
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THE JOHNS HOPKINS UNIVERSITY 

SCHOOL OF MEDICINE 

Baltimore, Md. 

December 15, 1934. 

Mrs. Esther S. Bailey, 
The Institute for Advanced Study, 
Princeton, N. J. 

My dear Mrs. Bailey:-

Thank you very much for your note of yesterday 

enclosing a copy of Professor Veblen's letter. I have read it 

with great interest and appreciation. 

I am sorry that Mr. It'lexner is laid up with a 

cold. I hope that he will not be confined for a long period. 

Very sincerely, 

(signed) LEWIS H. WEED. 
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'rilE .JOIl~~ H()PI{]N~ I l Nl\r EH~ITY 
~CllO()L OF MEUH ' I~ E 

L":\VJS II. \\}o!E U . . \J . U . . 1)IHI(, ••• u 

~- f'ofessor ~'eli.x .r l'l.1.nk0.1 rter , 
lltl. rVa r d Law Sch ool, 
Ca·nbrid/:.:e , MasG. 

As I J-lT'omised , I am sendil\:: you l1 el'ewith copie s 

0:' n.:; c..:0 r r~:.:;pondp.Ilce ',vi th Abrh.hl:llll l:<"lexner rela till" to the problem 

o fl high school m~ tnematics. I ha ve included in t hi s ba tch of 

lette rs the notes 'ffhich rnct i~ate t he fi.na l t e l'mina tion of onr corre-

s ;)ondem:e. 

It !{i:J. S -a g reat J-lleasure to ilave cHI 0Pl)o1'l,uni t y 

uf becomint;; 1:l.Clua inted with ~,'ou r.1lld I bope th~t we shall both hE: <.,ole 

t o ITlc l.. ,.b. i n our attitud e:, of trilstees thorou6hly i. nttl·t:: stl~"1 in ,he vyell-

being o f the I:ts t..L~. l+:,-". 

Ver;; sincerely, 

U-~ 
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ched, tor I '** J'O'l ft1ae -.tor ~t:W18 of ~~~~ pol-

1c7 ror the rul'_~ at ~ ... u ... ·paC" • tile 

lMtiwt. tor ~... IIq I usoc1at.e •• slf wiUl ,.,.. 

aDalJalafIfCIII toM ~, ad IIQI'e pQ'Ucalarq 1d.t.l1 tM 91_ 

8ft forth 1a 70trr letter ot .,...ber t-v tint.. 

"'17 81Dcere17 ;ro~ 

i-r 
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THE JOHNS HOPIUNS UNIVERSITY 
SCHOOL OF MEDICINE 

BALTIMORE, HD. 

LEW'S H. WEED, M.D ., DUUO CTOII 

Professor Felix Frankfurter, 
Harvard Law School, 
CCLmbridge, Mass. 

My dear Mr . Frankfurter :-

January 29 , 1935 . 

Wha t a great treat you gave me wi th the Flexner-

Frankfurter correspondence! Both series of letters stirred me in 

extraordinarj fas hion: I have had much satisfaction in seeing you de-

molish the Flexnerian positions, both in the advanced trenches :md 

i n the supporting lines. As you know, I shoul d quarrel with you re-

garding fixed stipends in the various classes of profe ssor s , but tha t 

is a minor issue compared to the iniqui t i es of personal bargaining with 

newly invited professors. 

Your attitude in trie Marschak episode is thoroughly 

sound and of grea t service to the Institute. I can only hope that 

you have prevented the invitation for this inspection-tour. 

You have made me feel very much happier about the In-

s ti tute and its conduct. I believe so thoroughly in the expressed high 

aim of the undertaking tha t I shudder a t tht evidences of repeated devi-

\ ati~n f rom the essential purpose. Perhaps we can go on stirring things 

up without being e jected, for since the meeting ' I have had a cordial -letter from the Director, thanking me f or bringing up the ~uestion of 

'high school mathematics and asking me to come to Princeton for inspection 

.of the Institute's work. A different attitude from that shown in the 

last lette~s of my seriesl 

Very 8~cerely, . 

~' ' J . J) 
~I / nj , 

" "I.N~ 

- =1(&& • 
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Fe!m1u7 I, 19S5 

l)e..~ Dr. hecla 

Board of the lDBtitute did ~ tura out as ple8sant17 for 

!be eaelvaaci coJ'r eepondenee .peue tor lteel.t. 

for AIIerica' s cw.. tur..u Uf'e. It '1\"&5 because of \hiE COD­I 'rieti "n ~b ~ I fa L 7 yielde<l to n.,..or'. a port...ttie. 

I '~'"mt on the Bon!\! ihrel.y f or the pleasur" ~ r being "n it, 

Dr. Lerls H. ,et5d 
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THE JOHNS HOPKINS UNIVERSITY 
SCHOOL OF MEDWIN E 

BJ.LTIMORE, MJ) 

LEW L., u. \".f EED . M. D ., nlBS,Wl H 

Prof essor Felix Frankfurter, 
i-hrva r d Law School, 
Cwnbridt,e , ,\'Jass. 

My dear Mr. Fr ank f\lrt e r : -

Fe b rll l,J'Y 13, 1935. 

I a~ more s hock c -nan I can tell y ou at the new batch 

of your correspondence with Abrah am Flexner. The let t el'S terminate 

'Lbr uptly vIi th ma ny indica ted next-steps to the Committee on Nominati ons, 

ond I ellbt:l 'l y tiwc. i t news of t i1e se further developmE,nts . MUlI1while, the 

correspondencE has se t, mE t o thinking . 'Nhat is our :unctlon as Trustee s? 

A r e \'/e uni versl ty people recrul ted on t nft t Boa rd mpI' E. ly to len a certa in 

dieni ty ( 1) iJllU aC .''l.cJerr,i c a trnospher p , " r 't r f- WP rea':' Ly 'there to nphold 

c: ~,a:loarc S of schola rship 3.nc uni versi t,y pr OCecl1Jre? My int~res t in the 

a vo! ed 111gh pu rposes of the Institute is fund amental a s I have a lwa ys fe lt 

a p!'es s ing n eed in Ameri ca fo r sucn an Rssociation of s chola rs, where ad-

V fLll f' 0: kn owlt- rlL e could proc eed withou t the hampering o f grl:ldullte tehcD-

lug b.nei o f f i nrtncib l worries . Now I 8,m forced t o i:l. sk myse lf !¥hether t h&t 

Soa r d of Trustees has any func t ion , s:tny privileges , :my ciut if's except t ho se 

of cOl:Jpliance. Are independence of tIlou0 h t , illoet-'tmdence o~ .. ac tion not 

II i ti',in t ne prerogh ~i V eS of Tru s t ees ? I as s ume twweve r tila.t tne mtl tter is 

not yet set'Lled : much shoule happen bef'ore an d Juring our spring meeting. 

I cannot tell you how s orry I am a t even the s uggestion 

tilat you may leave t he Board . Your strong intellectual independ ence, 

your knowl edge of university thinking, :>'011" insistence u pon the hic;hest 

levels of scholarship -- these personal attributes of yours a re needed, 
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Mr. Fr Jlkf'urter , 2 2-13-35. 

and needed most emphatically. The Institute is no t yet firmly under 

way: true leadership must be had if' tho:' small Ins ~, i t ute is to set the 

example so urgently needed in American scholarshi.p . I want y ou there 

on the Board . 

Very 

! I . h-d_ 
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I 

February 19, 1935 

~ doar Dr. ' ad: 

I 8hvuld be all &lT~t pretender did I deJl7 that 

yvur verr geAerou8 0ro S Wi'nt to the bw1.n.. But I am sure that 

it 1e no h&~ true th':. t 7-u:r letter bro...ght me exhil.a.ratioe 00-

ca.use '. f tne perspeo\.iva iD which 7CJU. I)lacc the raison d' eke of 

the Ins Li .lte r :.r !.meric.'W sc.l:l ()J.;u-';!bi~ and the r.:UlJ.ti0n of an 

\ indapen'_ ent B .. .,<:trd I) f Tru.,tees to t he r.~lisatl-4l of the purposes 

bf the Institute. 

There arc Dw further ~lo~ts to re.po1"t ex-

ce;'lt t..b 'J.t I have a ut t.be doctBDc-nu both to President Aldalotte 

an " Mr. st.ew·:rl, the t-wo mea'bers ui t e COiJ1.it-tee on 5oai.nath.ns 

wi til v:hom I hav · I1::t.d privr r s lati 0;") . I was to have had a alk 

do DOt see that there i.e a~ luI' lie t.o do apart trOll sub-

m1tt..iDg tne re-c')r:1 to Qdclut.te a.Dd S~1ran. or is there? 

Do bel1e-re how p'atetul. I aa to have dis COTe r'ed 

th i t y ,u ax · so de'3;:>l¥ cullcl.rued to "u~Jl1old st.andards of scholar-

ship and Uni vere 1. 1.,- , 'ruced lire. " 

Dr. Lewis H. ',oed 
P .S. In tho ligbt of event.s the ~rIIS upon 
which Flexner invited IDe to go on the Board 
and on which I caae on, aDd Dot without in­
terest and so I 811 eneloeing a cO,YT of this 
correspondence. 
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"I 

~Si." 14 , 1935 

My denr Dr. iYee.i : 

TbB.t the dea(l past should bury 1. ts :! e vJ 18 

good sense, but inc11..tter '-:nco to f'~~ ! (' .Ji t hott' ')rOlllot ~R n~ tth<3r' 

rlsdolt nor truth . I b"-ve !llrry go ~ i':i.~ h f or t.bP. SUCCq~.: of 

ola bunuC:>' tiut -.In t;l - ot.:-,.::. r h..'lllu I c\) think 1 t i~ r1iht b .... : . 

my tormer ASBocint~;:. on t he Bc "-l"''': ;:,h\.)t.l c Ilut 00 tm(ler n.,i ~~~ r ··-

Boara. 

I 'illl ,;'C.rt. th:·~ t - 0 €'ll' ::>r i"i. I f. ] i n Pr -= s ;' nnt 

Aydelot-;.o · u pc,;er ~l ~ h!\S ade'l u.ately 1)11" •• ::xizp.{. t · <: (ocl,ll;) l :nt ·, ~y 

hic;tory. B ~t a '1.ullueh as I b Fl.ve ~L. =rl~. ibly I ': !' ·- !'1tW) ~ l).,t 

\.BOtlO DI P..liIbers v.f th·~ B..)l'lr'; at loa.st h ·"v '; r1::lc~i.v~ri . . ui~ - em ·'rI'OD­

aous i pras. ion r e g<U',l.i.gg these circu~o t ·.nc~ f , I nf't,url-il y tu.-n 

to the expr ri~nce cf llfY prof::sdon in wi. shing to h' <v~ t"~ vth~r 

'frUEtees s ee the tull t ext of tb·! uo\,;unnnto ~hir:b fol1o'Ned the 

. - -·AtiJ.g \.;f the }3o.<l.rd \h ~ t I \(Aut t() . 

I thAr<:, f'or.~ encl us8 thes.- d ~ cument :" 8.n·~ l A"I.ve 

thew l.v 

Dr. Lewi" H. Weed 
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