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Old Possum at 70 ¢

Though T.S. Eliot, cruel April's bard,

Once found romance’s wasteland bleak
and hard,

An autumn curtain rises—and they play

The melting strains of “Love Will Find
A Way.”

Thus Punch reviewed Eliot's latest
play, The Elder Statesman (Timme, Sept.
8). Cruel April's bard and the elder states-
man of Anglo-American letters is 70 this
week, and to the surprise of practically
everybody, including himself, Thomas
Stearns Eliot seems in love with love

Eliot relentlessly sees to it that, after
years of bachelor living, Eliot is properly
fed. Friends crack that he rhythmically
carves a roast “in iambic pentameter—
five stresses to each slice.”

At Last, Maturity. Though Eliot is
probably the wealthiest poet alive (The
Cocktail Party netted the lyrical sum of
$1,000,000), he still reports for his thrice-
weekly chores as a partner of the pub-
lishing house of Faber & Faber, where he
is renowned as the firm's best jacket-
blurb writer. There, last week, in his
picture-lined office, he made a remarkable
confession: “I'm just beginning to grow
up, to get maturity. In the last few years,

Desmond O'Naeill

Varerte & Tom Erior
The erstwhile eagle is a stuffed Angora.

and life. The poet who was old at 23,
when he wrote Prufrock, is getting young
in his old age. Last year the erstwhile
“agéd eagle” talked about taking dancing
lessons, and now he can be seen dining out
and piloting his 31-year-old wife Valerie
across dance floors. “His brow so grim
and his mouth so prim” radiate such
dimpled benevolence that one crusty old
friend likens the new Eliot to “an enor-
mous, overstuffed Angora.”

Purring contentedly, Eliot is quick to
admit that he owes his resurgent health
and happiness to his copper-haired second
wife,¥ an attractively plump Yorkshire
lass with a creamy complexion, who has
reminded more than one Eliot fan of
Grishkin with her famous “promise of
pneumatic bliss,” Says a hard-boiled pal:
“He's got this mad thing about love, The
way he gazes with sheep’s eyes at his
wife you'd never guess they'd been mar-
ried nearly two years and seen each other
every day before that for seven.” Valerie

# Eliot's first vife, Vivienne Haigh, a ballet

dancer, was mentally ill during much of their
3z-year marriage. She died in 1947.

98

everything I'd done up to 6o or so has
seemed very childish.” Reminded of a
youthfully immature shaft at Chekhov
(“I like my Ibsen straight”), Eliot
grinned: “That doesn’t make sense to me
now."” As for the once admired A.E. Hous-
man, he now dismisses him as a youthful
“phase” but still approvingly quotes the
couplet Housman wrote in his sleep:

As I woke up in this world of sin,
Heaven be praised, it was raining gin,

Which of his own works has given Eliot
the most satisfaction? “I had more un-
adulterated pleasure out of Old Possum’s
Book of Practical Cats—my young god-
children call me Uncle Possum—than
anything else I've ever written.” What
would he like to write next? Possibly
more poetry, but “it will have to be in a
new idiom—Four Quartets brought some-
thing to an end.” Possibly “abstract
prose.” Possibly another play “which
would be completely successiul theatrical-
ly and give the highest possible quotient
of poetry.” Smilingly he added: “That’s
aiming at Shakespeare under different and
more difficult conditions.”

Stirring the Young. Bedecked with the
Nobel prize. the Order of Merit, the
Legion of Honor and sixteen honorary
degrees, Eliot next month will join
France’s small but select Académie Sep-
tentrionelle and take a seat left vacant
since the death of Rudyard Kipling.
Among the birthday salutes this week
is a book of personal tributes (7. 5. Eliot:
A Symposium for his Seventieth Birth-
day; Farrar, Straus & Cudahy; $5). Its
contributors, alongside the usual literary
figures, include English schoolboys and
girls between the ages of 14 and 18,
most of whom sound so solemn and pro-
fessional as to suggest that England is
raising a generation of literary critics. But
there are also many signs that Eliot can
still stir the young. A 1s-year-old girl
named Penelope Hodges pays the poet a
compliment that may please Old Possum
more than all his other honors. Writes
Penelope: “T.S. Eliot’s poetry affects me
keenly, and in a completely different man-
ner from anything I have ever known,
because it is literally honest to God.”
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DIVISION OF TRAMP TRIPS, Inc.
THADDEUS HYATT 353 WEST 57th STREET « NEW YORK 19, N. Y. Telephone

el THE HENRY HUDSON HOTEL Pl P50
CABLES: AIRMARTRAV NEW YORK
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Nov. 26’ 1948
Miss Elizabeth I. Horton
The Institute for Advanced Study
Primeceton,
New Yersey. Re: Mr, T.S. Eliot.

Dear Miss Horton:

Just thought I would drop you a line to let you know what happened
to Mr. Eliot.

I had a reservation here in the office waiting for him to call on
me with the ticket all ready - when the PAA called me to advise that
another gentleman came into the PAA, presented the Cunard ticket
signed over to PAA and picked up the ticket. Well, that left me out
so I just cancelled my end of the deal here.

I presume that Mr. liot's reprementative did not understand that

we had made arrangements and were to hold off until we were sure

that the strike would défer the sailing of the Mary . You see I have
PAA tickets in the office here and can hold out until the last moment,
as I am responsible for the ticket, but when you buy it over the coumter,
you must pick it up immediately.

I just wanted you to know that everything is settled and please rest
assured that we are right here to be of any further service to you and
will be glad to assist at any time.

With kind regerds and my best to Mrs. Leary,

Cordially

Qtw : ‘L"./(e V74

ANN M., STICHT
AIR AND MARINE TRAVEL SERVICE
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THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY
PRINCETON, NEW JERSEY 08540

SCHOOL OF HISTORICAL STUDIES October 23

Dear Dr. Kaysen:

I have talked with Helen Stewart about
the piece of doggerel. Her first reaction
was that it could not have been Richard
Blackmur, and she consulted Francis Fergusson,
who agreed. She thought it too malicious and
in any case not the work of a poet.

As we talked, however, she came round to
my idea that it was an "inside" bit of fun,

a jape, directed not at Mr. Eliot but perhaps
at those who thought his appointment a mistake.
She wondered if Professor Cherniss might
have been in on the joke. Would you like me

to ask him?

Yours sincerely,

(VI

CE
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Office of the Director

October 21, 1968

Dear Mr. Seferis:

I understand from Miss Horton that you
wanted a copy of the attacheéd piece of doggerel.
I am glad to let you have it, but with two cautions:
first, it is not clear who wrote it; second, since
that is so, I think you should be careful in using
it in any other way tham for your owm informationm,

simply because the issue of property rights might
arise.

Sincerely yours,

Carl Kaysen

Mr. George Seferis
Institute for Advanced Btudy

beec: Miss Horton
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To: Dre J« (for nothing) Robert Oppenheimer,
Director of The Institute of Advenced Study,
Princeton, New Jersey

Subject: Your invitation to Mr. T. S. Eliot to became
a member of the staff.

Please, why T.S. Eliot?
Through curiocsity brought on by your invitation
I read the man and find myself in a situation
Where I kmow not what he is, but kmow what he is not.
And I teke the liberty to ask you,
Since it nears Ash-Wednesday,
Is not
T.S. Eliot
The rot?
And I beg you reconsider and withdraw,
Before England delivers this flapping jaw,
For I fear there is danger Dr. Einstein,
Through exposure, may inecline
To find the universe is not finite.
In truth, his theories may go higher than a kite
When he examines relativity in this light:
"Between the idea
And the reality
Between the motion
And the act
Falls the Shadow
For Thine is the Kingdom".
And if in spite of this rail,
You still decide to cast your lot
With Sweeney's Nightingale,
You will soon find this is no Cooking Egg you've gote
But, if you think him vital
For teas and perhsps an I.A.S. recital,
Then put him in with Drs. Thampson, Lowe and Merritt,
Where, it is my hope, he will inherit
Same of their used material
That will serve for subscripts ethereal.
But, them, that may prove s very bad plan
For consider what would happen if the man

Carelessly laid some of his gibberish on the desk of Dr. Lowe.

Consider Dr. Lowe laid so low
Or the low laid on Dr. Lowe =--
Between the laid
And the low
Between the Dr. Lowe
And the laid
Falls the Shadow
For Thine is the Kingdom.

"How unpleasant to meet Mr. Eliot!
(whether his mouth is open or shut)."
Rooty=toot and POLYPHILOPROGENETIVE
Rooty-toot=toot
Rooty=toot~toot
We are the poets from the Institute
Life is very shorte

4

e

3 x (This is the way the world ends) = Not with & bang but a whimper
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ReVsTONE

PHONE VANDERBILT 6-5716 _(/D f gm 219 EAST 44vu STREET
CABLE "PRESSILL" NEW YORK 2 NEW YORK 17, N. Y.

November 16, 1948

Miss Elizabeth Horton

Secretary to School

The Institute for Advanced Study
Princeton, New Jersey

Dear Miss Horton:

With reference to your letter of November 12, we
are enclosing the series of pictures taken of Mr. Eliot at the
Institute for Advanced Study by our photographer.

One picture is being made available to Acme, AP
and INP as arranged.

With many thanks for the facilities granted to us,

I am,
Yours sincerely,
KEYSTONE PICTURES, INC.
I. BW

IBB:1k Editorial Director

enc.

NEWS AND FEATURE PHOTOGRAPHS FOR ALL NEWSPAPERS AND PUBLICATIONS .THROUGHOUT THE WORLD SINCE 1920
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LONDON
#4-7 RED Lion COURT
FLEET ST, EC. 4

PARIS

W 25 RUE RoYLE BE

PHONE VANDERBILT 6-1676-7

CABLE

BERLIN

“PRESSILL"

NEWS AND FEATURE
PHOTOGRAPHS FOR ALL
NEW YORK

PUBLICATIONS SINCE 19820
Prictures, Une.

219 EAST 44TH STREET
NEW YORK 17. N. Y.

November 10th, 1948

Miss Horton
Institute for Advanced Study
Princeton, N. J.

My dear Miss Horton:

This is to confirm the appointment
for our photographer Mr. Albert Gretz to make
a2 series of pictures of Dr. T. S. Ellot on Friday,
November 1l2Z2th at 1:30 p.m.

We will make one picture available
to Acme Newspictures, Associated Press and Inter-
national News Photos in New York. A complete set
of 8 X 10 prints will also be made available for
Dr. Eliot's personal use.

We shall be very glad to cooperate
with all concerned who are interested in pictures
of Dr. Eliot. Please refer them to my personal
attention or Mr., I. B. Brand, Editorial Director.

Thank you for your cooperation. I remain

Very sipcerely yours,

LW:sk LOUIS TRA

Picture Editor

BUENOS AIRES BRUSSELS COPENHAGEN HAMBURG HELSINKI

JERUSALEM RIO DE JANEIRO ROME STOCKHOLM VIENNA
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GeoFfreEFaber. Chairman . Richard de la Mare,Vice Chairman
Morley Kennerley iusa), TS Eliot, W.J.C rawley, PF du Sautoy

FABER AND FABER LIMITED

PUBLISHERS
24 Russell Square London W.C 1.

Fabbaf Westcent London Museum 9543
25th Octeber, 1949,

.

Walter Stewart Esq,
The Institute feor Advanoced Studles,
Princeten,
« ' New Jersey, [ '
Ul S- A. F

Dear Mr Staw;rt,

I was much pleased by your thoughtfulness in writing te
me, end for your kind letter ef October l4th. Your letter
makes me feel very sorry not to be with you agaln in Princeten,
at this time eof year, instead of leoking ferward, as I am,
te a rather leng and arduous lecture tour in Germany, which
starts tomorrow.{.However, I 8t1ll hope that semewhere about
this time next year, I mway be able te combine my engagements
in Chicage with a brief visit te Princeton, |

I am very glad of your news. First, that the Curtius's
are happy in Princeten, and that you like them, and secend,
that Fergussen 1s transfering himself te the University. It
seemed to me, anyway, that he had been about leng eneugh at
the Instltute for his benefit at this sﬁlge, and that it would
be stimulsting fer him te be actually teaching, snd in clese

P- T- 0‘
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contact withrztudeﬁts.

I am serry to hear that you will be retiring frem the
Faculty, but I shall be recenclled te it, if I find you stlll
in Princeton when I coma, \ :

With best wlshes te yourself and\jour daughter, and

happy memories,

Yours sincerely,

-

DS Clest
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THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY A
PRINCETON, NEW JERSEY

OFFICE OF THE DIRECTOR

May 22, 1950

Dear Mr. Eliot: —

It will be 1 helpful, to-Fergusson, in the planning
of his sesinars, for him to (ol !!- hecanlookrornrdt.o
\B tdosims,uaml,

Robert Oppenheimer

Mr. T.S. Eliot
2]; Russell Square

London, E.C.1l, England

Copy: Professor Cherniss
. Miss Horton
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'll'HE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY 3 ﬁ
PRINCETON, NEW JERSEY

OFFICE OF THE DIRECTOR

May 22, 1950

Dear Mr, Eliot:

It was a great source of s
you will not be coming to Princeton nep

Yo\ come the following
year, that too can be arranged. ome a word from you

if you would like us to explare

It will be mos
of his seminars, for him to
your presence in Princeton,

ergusson, in the planning
¢ can look forward to
desirous, as am I, in

With y warm and cordial good wish,

Robert Oppenheimer

i, T.85. Eliot
2], Russell Square
London, E.C.l, England

Copy: ’%rofessor Cherniss
Miss Horton




.
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COPY : Prof. Fergusson
- Prof. Stewart
FABER AND FABER LIMITED
PUBLISHERS
2y Russell Square London W.C. 1

Fabbaf Westcent London lMuseum 9543

20th April,1950. f

Dr. Robert Oppenheimer,

The Institute for Advanced Study,
Princeton,

New Jersey,

U.S.A.

Dear Dr, Oppenheimer:

I turned over in my mind for some time, your kind letter of
March 25th, and I think it is high time that I wrote to tell you the decision
to which I have reluctantly come.

To make a visit to America possible for this year, I accepted |
the invitation from the University of Chicago, which involves a residence 4
there of five weeks. I do not see that I can afford at present to take more
than two months altogether, and as the first obligation of my visit is to
give as much time as I can to my sisters, and incidentally, friends and
relations in Boston, that puts any stay at the Institute, long enough to be
justified, quite out of the question. Until the pace of my life is relaxed,
and I can perhaps make a long visit to the United States, I do not see any
prospect of another visit to the Institute, except by making it, as I did
on my previous visit, my one fixed engagement, and combining it with not more
than two lectures elsewhere for the purpose of paying the costs of my private
visits, TWhether this would be possible a year hence, I cannot yet foresee,
but I venture to hope that I may look forward to another invitation to
Princeton later, and indeed, the programme which you outline in your letter,
suggests to me that I might be of more use at some future time, than I was
on my first, though very delightful, two months with you. I should certainly
wish to take some part in the seminar work.

With most cordial good wishes to Mrs. Oppenheimer and yourself,
and the Institute,

I am,

Yours very sincerely,

/s/ T.S. Eliot



March 25, 1950

THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY
PRINCETON, NEW JERSEY

OFFICE OF THE DIRECTOR
Mr. Eliot:

From the Shelby White and Leon Levy Archives Center, Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, NJ, USA
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I ean add only that on behalf of my friends at the Institute
Pringeton, and on my own behalf, this invitation comes to you
every cordial wish that you will find it possible to accept.

Should you wish to recommend to us a colleague
presence here would be helpful to Fergusson's seminars or
of his own work, we should be most glad to consider any
that you would give us. His visit need not coinecide with yours;
should be glad to arrange it in that way if it would add to the
ness of your om time here.

With every warm good wish,

ag
5

o
i

:

tful-

Robert Oppenheimer

Mr. T. 5. Eliot
2 Russell Square
London; W, C. 1, England

Copy to Professor Cherniss
Francis Fergusson
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October 5, 1948

Nembership Comuittee
Nassau Club
Princeton, New Jersey

Gentleamens

Mr, Te 5o Eliot will be a member of the Institute
during the months of October and Novcmber, He would
like to avail himself of the privileges of the Club,
as a short-tern member, paying the monthly dues which
that arrangement provides for,

Mr. Eliot is so distimguished a poet and critic
that it is a pleasure to me tc propose him for member-
ship. T am doing this on behalfl of the Institute, in
the absence of the Director, who returms about the
middle of Uctober,

Very sincerely yours,

Walter W, Stewart
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{ September 27, 1940

Dear Mr, Eliot:

If you have no other engagement on your first .
evening in Princeton, I would be delighted to hove
you have dinner with me, Ve could dine at the Hasssu
Club 2nd that would give you an oppertunity to deter-
mine how much use you mizght like to make of the Clud
dnring your visi$ here, If you ere not free that
evening, I hope we can arrange for another evening
whigh will ba convenient to you,

Sincerely,

Mr, T, 5, Eliot

afo Mr, B, Heknight Kauffer
50 Centrnl Park South

Wew Tc!'k. K. Y.
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October 19, 1948

Dear M¥r, Eliot:

. - Why not let me take you over to the Library when
you are ready to go? T will 'phone Julian Doyd im ad-
vance and he can tell us whether he is free or turn us
over to someone else, My beliefl is that Boyd would gen-
uinely like to show you his new Library and ite facilities., .

Blanche tells fie that she believes there is an extra
key to 1l Alexander amd that she will give it to you, 1If
there is no extra key, she can arrange to have a duplicate
cuts .

On the pgyment for the use of the house, I suggest -
that you deposit your check to Donald Staulfer's account
at the Princeton Bank and Trust Company eand advise him that

you have made the pgyment., His present address is: 0883
South York Street, Denver, Colorado.

I am sorry to hear sbout Mr, Dighton. There is nothing,
however, that I see we can do about it, In the meantime
since Stauffer is the other landlord, T suggest that payments
be made to him.

Yours sincerely,

h. T. ﬂ. mot
Institute
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THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY
PRINCETON, NEW JERSEY

Friday, 15 October.

ly dear Stewart, WS
This is just to 1-t you know that - 3/ ¢ s

when I get back from Cambridge I shall

be ready to investigate certain biblio-]J [-

graphy in the Library; and I should be

very grateful if you would let me know

to whom to introduce myself there (for

I think it would be an unfair claim on

Mr. Boyd who must be very busy with im-

portant problems) in order that I may

learn how to make use of 1it.

Incidentally, I forgot to tell you
that Mr. Dighton has not so far been
back to Princeton at all, I have been
in touch with Mrs. Codolphin, who seems
to be onc of his Good Samaritans; and
she tells me that she has seen him in
New York and that he is now in hospital
there and his father is to be coming. 4

; If rRL¥ o At
And finally, it occurs to me to ask_,h,,ﬂ

whether I can get another latchkey cut, '\ L b
to 14, Alexamdde Street, with a view to f!r””‘
having Richards, Tate, or other such
visitors down for a night or two? Oth-
erwlse, very careful timing of coming and
going wlll be necessary.
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:l"_’j;tf 51/;ﬁ c ';’!,?'
HE
One more polint which I have Jjust re- oL
membered. I understood that I was to pay °
rent. of $175 a month to Mr. Dighton. If "
he does not return to active 1life before

tre end of this month, tc whom shall I ac-
count for my debt?

Yours sincerely,

NS Tt

I have glven my Cambridge address to Miss
Schofield, in case anybody n:ceds to get in
touch with me before Thursday.
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Septamber 23, 1548

Lear Mr., Eliot:

Thies is & note of greeting. I em delighted that
you arée in this country and that you will scom be coming
teo Princeten. ' R

In the circusstunces, your uncesiness about the
living arrangements we had made for you were emtirely
Justified, Uy precent hope is that the difficulties
bave been cleared away =nd thaet 14 Alsxander Street will
be imunediately svailable to you and satisfactory. UIr.
Donald Stauffer has left & note of welcome for you there
and hae arrapged with the maid te see that you are re-
ceived and made comfortadbls,

I would like to make your arrival im Princeton a3
gimple a8 noscible, Unlees you have sther plans, I eug-
gest that you 'phone me the day before you leave Vew Tork
apnd let me meet you by ear at Princeton Junetidan, In this
wvay your luggage can be taken directly from Princeten
Junction to 14 Alexander, Our office 'phone nusmber is
Princeton 2580, and in case I == not in vhen you esll,
our secretary, Mies Horten, will take eany messages, Do
not heeitate, in advence of your coming, $o sck us eny
questions you have om your mind.

Yours sincerely,

Wal ter ¥, Stewvart

Mr, T, 3, Eliet

cfe Mr. E, MeKnight Kauffer
40 Central Paric South

New York, N. Y.



Director's Office records: Member files: Box 36: Eliot, TS [Administrative]
From the Shelby White and Leon Levy Archives Center, Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, NJ, USA

il s Geoffrey Faber, Chairman. Richard de la Mare, Vice Chairman
Morley Eenne rley lusm,T.S.Eliot,W.J.Crawley, PF du Sautoy

FABER AND FABER LIMITED

PURILA S ER. S
24 Russell Sc[uare London W.C.1.

Fabbaf Westcent London Museum 9543

13th September, 1948.

Professor Walter W. Stewart,
TiseInstitvte of Advanced Studscs, S

Prince tofn,

llew Jersey,

U.3.A.

Dear Professor Stewart.

Theank vyou very much for your cable. I am very sorry to
have had to bother you, but I was under the impression that I
should be hearing from you again in any case, either confirming
the existing arrangements or telling me that it would De N
necessary to find an alternative. I am, of course, relieved to
know that the exlisting arrangements can stand.

. 3 2 4 :
As you know, I am sailing on the 23rd on the‘s.s._A?eriuu
and arrive in NWew York on the 29th. I shall spend a night or
two with E. McEnight Kauffer, 40 Central Park South.” I shall
try to Pot 1In toueh with you immedimtely to make arrangements
= =7 - > -
to arrive in Princetosn at your convenlence, and to find out how
ﬂl.shunld manage during the first few days. Perhaps you would
let me have a line at that address to let me know if I am to
telephone you.

With many thanks,

Yours sincerely,
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From the Shelby White and Leon L
CLASS OF SERVICE DESIRED=
DOMESTIC CABLE 1207
TELEGRAM RDINARY $
DAY R H -
LETTER ATE ACCOUNTING INFORMATION
SERIAL DEFERRED S
HIGHT NIG!
LETTER LETTER -
TIME FILED
F
By £

e e B nl.l:‘f wil be
L e i S A N. wiLLiAMS
Send the following telegram, subject to the terms on back hereof, which are hereby agreed to
& A July 30 _j9 48

2 . g FOR VICTORY
Care of or Apt. No. FABBAT VESC 0 iF WAI!“;I)NDS
Street and No. _IOWNDON @@ Y TODAY

Place: SIS O S ey e S e ] ol dh

g ol ! SINCE WRITING HAVE LEARNED MY FRIEND NOT WILL. STOP HOW ILL OR

2f —_ HOW IT MAY AFFECT BlIS PLANS DO §OT NOW ENOW STOP VWILL KERP YOU s W)

= — ADVISED AND PROPOSE ALTERNATIVE ACCOMMODATIONS IF REOESSARY

X - | LT 0 - oW ey S n o i
Sender’s name and address Sender’s telephone
number

(For reference only)
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PRINCETON UNIVERSITY

PRINCETON NEW JERSEY

Department of English 883 South York St.,
Denver, Colorado
19 viii 48

Dear Walter:

Bill had to quit teachingat Bread Loaf
about the end of July. He’s now in a Conn-
ecticut sanitarium under the care of a good
New York psychiatrist who has been working
with him all this year. At present he counts °
on going home to Monticello, Illinois, for a
short time before Queen’s opens. I°'m driving
my mother and sister back to visit in Indiana
at the end of this month, and hope to stop
over at the Dightons’® for a few days at that
time.

His doctor seems confident ,that Bill will .
be well able to carry on his normal work this
next year. Tmt, of course, is what all his
friends hope. I think personally that it will
either be the usual régime, with Bill just down
for weekends; or, if that fails, then Bill will
just have to go to some sanitarium for a longer
time and wont be in Princeton at all. I had
not written you, because it seemed to me that

either it would work out as we had originally
planned, with Bill and Blanche taking care of
the details; or if possibly Bill were not in
_Prinoeton at all —— and since 1 want to keep
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Blanche in some capacity against my coming back
after Christmas -- that Blanche could take care
of Mr, Eliot on her own.

But if for any reason you think Mr, Eliot
would be more comfortable elsewhere, please go
anead and make such arrangements. I may be in
Princeton the second week in September (I really
ought to check some references on myv Yeats MS.
before publication, and see a coupke of publish-
ers in New York), and if I come, I’1ll get in
touch with you,

Out here, I’ve been climbing and camping,
playing around with ten assorted members of my
family between the ages of 17 and 75, and going
through this book on Shakespeare like a forest
fire. I hope the result will not look like
burnt-over timber -- or in Eliot’s phrase, like
“other withered stumps of time.”

And I'm glad that vou are at 6 Springdale
Road and that Blanche has helped you get settled.
‘Sincerely,

kaEW\

=

el TR g iy
FASll P (e i TR ST e kA
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July 28, 1948

Degr Mr. Eliot:

I am sorry that you have been diaturbed by & rumor concera-
ing Nr, Dighton's health. { saw hin several times during July
and he seemed entirely well. He hed just finished a full year's
teaching at Queens Uollege im Brooklya, and this sumer is a men-
ber of the Bread Loaf Writere' Conferemce where he has tansght
for a mumber of years, Since recelving your letter I have made
& number of discreet iangquiries and oan fiad no evidemce that he
has had a breakdown of any kind., He is a bachelor and has his
own particular tenmsions, I have always found him agreecable, how-
ever, and am wnfident thaet he will have & respect for privacy.

The alternatives for living sccommodations im Princeton are
not good, The Naseau Taverm is uawilling to lesse one of its
sultes for amy leagth of time, partly beesuse of the heavy demsad
from transients over the veekends, The Nacsau Clud has bedrooms
but those with priwvate baths are occupied by permsseat guests.

The other rooms are small and gmests chare bath and tollet fecili-
ties much as I imagine is done &t the English public schools and as
we 8o in our Pullmen ears, I do not delieve you would find this
satisfactory.

1 confess that I feel a little like an estate agent im urging
upon you the house ot 14 Alexander Street which will be shared oa
veekends with Dightom, All of thoce ‘hat I hawe comsulted here,
hovever, feel that in the existing ecircumstances it is most unlikely
that you could find better accommodations duriag your vieit here,

If for any reason you feel reluctant in the matter, please do mot
hesitate %o let me kmow,

If there are any arrsagements we can make in sadivance of your'
arrival that will add to your comfort or convenience, please let
us mow, While I expect %o be om holiday during part of August,

ny secrstary will De here and will de glad to earry out any requests
that you make,

Mr, 7. 5. Blio%

Faber snd Faber Limited
24 Russell Square
Londomn, ¥W. 0. 1, England

!ournt( sincerely,
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Geoffrey Faber, Chairman, Richard de la Mare, Vice Chairman
Morley ennerley iusa), T.S.Eliot .W.J.Crawley. PF du Sautoy

FABER AND FABER LIMITED

PUBLISHERS
24 Russell Square London W.C 1.

Fabbaf Westcent London Museum 9543

15th July 1948.

Walter W, Stewart, Esq.,

The Institute for Advanced Study,
Princeton, New Jersey,

U, 5. A,

Dear Mr. Stewart,
I am sorry to bother you agaln about my private affairs,

particularly during what should be the holiday time, but a report
has reached my ears about which I think I should consult you con-

| fidentlally. I am told that Mr., Dighton hes had s kind of break-

|

down. If this means that he will be away from Princeton altogether
no problem arises, but if on the other hand it means that he will
be in Princeton the whole of the time the guestion imposes itself
whether the arrangement which you so kindly made for me will be
suitable, either from my point of view or from his. The phrase
which I used sbove 1s a very vague one, and I have no further clue
as to Mr., Dighton's health, but 1t might in these circumstances
be better to consider a sulte at the Nassau Tavern, if that is
the only alteérnative. I gather that the Nasseu Club has no
accommodation for visitors to sleep there. —

I should very much appreciate your advice on this matter
and I am sorry to have to bother you.

Yours sincerely,

?_5:22@
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W W STEWART

PRINCETON

HOLBORN
ENGLAND

YOUR LETTER JUNE SECOND ACCEPT WITH PLEASURE. WRITING

ELIOT
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June 2, 1948

Dear Mr, Kliot:

Dr. Oppenheimer, because of his departure for the summer,
has referred to me your letter of May 26, Let me tell you ia
some detall sbout living conditions in Princeton and our working
arrangenents at the Institute,

Last evening I discovered poseidle living sccommodations for
you that may be the most appropriate avmilable., Two da}chelors,
Don Stauffer of the English Department st the University and
¥illisw Dighton, who teachea Buglish at Queens College in New
York Oity, have a small house, It happens that Stauffer is teo
be on lesve from Princeton for the fall term, Dighton comes %o
Princeton only for the weekends. Stauffer's absence creates a
vacancy that seeme to me may fit your needs.

The house is & emall white frame colonial house with a garden,
On the firet floor are a living-room, library, dining-room and kit-
chen, On the sacond floor there are three small bedrooms and a bath.
A maid comes each day except Sunday and does the household cheres.
Breakfast and tea they ordinarily make for themselves, The house
is & bdlock and a half from the Nassau Oludb, & Faculty clud that
serves meals and would de convealent for dianers, Until the wealk-
end the house would bde entirely your own. Dighton is in Princeton
from Friday evening through Sundsy snd during that time the use of
the house for entertaining would de subject to arrangement with
him, Parsonally I have found him intelligent and congenial, mnd
& respecter of the needs of privecy. It is not uniikely that the
two of you would have interests and friends in common. A guest
bedroom ie alwvays available from Monday through Thursday and at
other times, if arranged in advance., 1 delisve you will find
nothing else in Princeton that will provide a more gracious setting
or more quiet and privacy.

In my conversation with Dighton, we discussed a suitadle finan-
£ial arrangement, 1t seemed simpler that he should de responsidle
for all household bills--heat, light, 'phone, mald service, este,--
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and that your part of the expemses should de paid to him, The
figure suggested is £175 & month, or a total of $350 for the two
months of Octoder and NHovember,

The alternative of a sulte at the Nassau Tavern, consisting
of 2 small living-room and bedroom which we had thought earlier
would be available for those two months, we are now told ceanot
be promised in adgence., The Tavern charges 9200 s month for the
suite which has no facilities for making dreakfast or tea, and
vhere you would be more subject to molse gnd interruptions.

At the Institute our routine is simple snd quite informal,
You would be provided with sn office-study snd secretarial assie-
tenge for correspondence and mamuseript. Lunch is served in e
eafeteria on the top floor snd tea in the Common Foom, A bus
makes scheduled trips between the Institute and the town, & die-
tance of about a mile and A half., In good weather it is a pleasant
valk., You will be entirely without gpecific obligations of any
kind, Our chief hope is that you will find the Institute a good
place to work, Outside of working hours companionship is svell-
able and I believe you will find common interests with our group.

You will alse have no definite obligations to the University
end Princeton community. The problem of being enterteined and
atked out for dinner, which you have faced before, will undoubtedly
serise here, but is sudbject to comtrol., The undergraduates at the
University have what is knmown as an Englieh Clud which I am sure
they would like to have you attend some evening., The Graduste
College occasionally aske distinguished visitors to dinmer and teo
meke an informael talk after dinner. Such invitations you are quite
free to mocept or decline, VWith a little mansgement I believe your
privecy cen be sssured,

This covers the poimts of detail that mow occur to me, Please
de mot hesitate to ask for further information and let us be of
whet service we cen in helping you get settled, I emtirely under-
stand the questions that arice whem one moves into & new and some-
wvhat strenge enviromment.

On the matter of shering the bheuse, I would sppreciate it if
you could let me know by cable whether the arrangement suggosted
seems appropriate. Dighton and Stauffer will be leeving Princeton
before the middle of June and I have told them that I would try to
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give them your answer bdefore that time, If the arrangements I bave
outlined appeal to you, then all that is necessary is to deliver the
key of the house to you om your arrival. If you could 'phone me
when you are in New Tork, I will see that you are met ia Princeton
aad taken to the froat door,

I herdly need to add how much we look forward %o your stey with
us, I can sssure you & cordial welcome,

Sincerely yours,

Velter ¥, Stewart

Mr, T, S5, Fliot
2L Fussell Sguare
Londoa, ¥.C,1, England
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June 2, 1948

Dear Mr, Eliot:

Dr. Oppenheimer, because of his departure for the summer,
has referred to me your lettor of May 26, Let me tell you in
some detail mbout living conditions in Princeton and our working
arrangements at the Institute,

Lagt evening I discovered poesidle living scoommodations for
you that may be the most appropriate awvailable. Two da\chelors,
Don Stauffer of the English Department at the University and
William Dighton, vho teaches English at Queens College in New
York Gity, have a small house, It happens that Stauffer is to
be on leave from Princeton for the fall term, Dighton comes to
Princeton only for the weekenda, Stauffer's absence ereates a
vacancy that seems to me may 1% your needs.

The house is & emall wvhite frame colonial house with a garden.
On the firet floor are a living-room, library, dining-room and kit-
chen, On the sacond Tloor thore are three small bedrooms and a bath.
A maid comes sach day execept Sunday and does the household chores.
Breakfast and tea they ordinarily make for themselves, The house
is a dlock and a half from the Nassau Clud, a Faculty clud that
serves meals and would be convenient for dimners, Until the week-
end the house would de entirely your own. Dighton is in Princeton
from Fridey eveming through Sunday and during that time the use of
the house for emtertaining would be subject to arrangement with
hiam, Personally I have found him intelligent and congenial, and
a respecter of the needs of privacy. It is not unlikely that the
two of you would have intarests mnd friends in commen., A guest
bedroom is always available from Monday through Thursday and at
other times, if arrsnged in advance, 1 believe you will find
nothing else in Princeton that will provide a more gracious setting
or more gquiet and privacy.

Ia my conversation with Dighton, we discussed a suitable finan-
£#ial errangement., It seemed simpler that he should be responsible
fOr all household bdills--hamt, light, 'phone, mald service, ete,--
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and that your part of the expenses should be paid to him, The
figure suggested is §175 a month, or a total of $350 for the two
months of October and November,

The alternprtive of a sulite at the Nsesau Tavern, consisting
of & small living-room and bedroom which we had thought earlier
would be available for these two months, we are now told eaanot
be promised in adyence. The Tevern charges $200 & month for the
suite which hes no facilities for making dreskfast or tes, and
where you would be more subject tc noise end interruptions.

At the Institute our routine is simple sad guite informal,
You would be provided with en office-study and secretariel mssis-
tence for correspondence end menuscript. Lunch is served in »
eafeteria on the top floor and tea in the Common Room, A dus
mekes scheduled trips betweem the Institute and the town, a die-
tance of about a mile end a half, In good weather it is a plessant
wvalk, Tou will be entirely without specific obligations of any
kind, Our chief hope ies that you will find the Institute a good
place to work., Outeide of working hours companionship ie avell-
able and I bdelieve you will find common interests with ocur group,

You will aleo have no definite obligetions to the University
end Princeton ecmmunity. The problem of belng entertained snd
asked out for dimner, which you have faced before, will undoubtedly
arise here, but is sudbject to control, The undergraduates at the
University have what is known as en Englieh Olud which I am sure
they would like to have you attend some evening. The Orsdunte
Oollege occacsionally sake distinguished visitors to dinner and te
meke po informal talk after dimner. Such invitations you are gquite
free to sccept or decline, With a little mansgement I believe your
privecy cen be sssured,

This covers the points of fetail that now ceccur to me, Please
de not hesitate to ask for further information and let us de of
what service we cen in helping you get settled, I entirely under-
stand the questions that arise vhen one moves into a nev and some-
wvhat strange enviromment.

On the matter of sharing the house, I would sppreciate it if
you could let me know by cable whether the arrangement suggested
seexs sppropriate, Dighton snd Stauffer will be lesving Princeton
before the middle of June and I have told them that I would try %o
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give them your answer before that time, If the arrangements I have
outlined appeal to you, then all that is necessary is to deliver the
key of the house to you om your arrival. If you could 'phone me
when you are in New York, I will see that you are met in Princeton

and taken %to the front door,

I hardly need to add how much we look forward to your stey with
us, I can sssure you a cordial welcome,

Sincerely yours,

Welter ¥, Stewart

‘ro T. 8. '11.3
24 Bussell Square
London, ¥W.C,1l, England
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from Eliot letter to J.R.0Q, of May &, 1948

I should wish during my stay to go to Washington for perhaps
tw or three days, and possibly once or twice to Boston for
the same length of time., 1 should proocose to stay until
ebout the end of November end then spend 2 week in Boston

at my own expense before returning to this country on the

S8th December,

L Lyt
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April 17, 1945
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Geoffrey Faber, Chairman. Richard de la Mare, Vice Chairman /u
Morleyeiennerley (usa), TS Eliot, W.] Crawley, PF.du Sautoy

FABER AND FABER LIMITED © /v

PUBLISHERS
24 Russell Square London W C.1.

FabbafF Westcent London Museum 9543

9th June 1948,

Welter W, Stewart, Esaq.,

The Institute for Advanced Study,
Princeton, New Jersey,

U. 8. A,

Dear.Mr. Stewsrt,
Thank you very much for your long letter of June 2nd
Q ’ to which I iImmediately replied by cable accepting your kind
offer.

I very much appreclate the trouble you have taken in
looking for quarters for me in Princeton and in letting me
have such a very full account of the living conditions and
of the general conditions of my engagements at the Institute.
I look forward with great pleasure to thls vislt and shall as

[ you suggest telephone to you when I reach New York and arrange
to take up occupation of the house.

With most grateful thanks,

Yours sincerely,

NS® ZesC
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THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY
Founded by Mr. Louis Bamberger and Mrs. Felix Fuld
PRINCETON, NEW JERSEY

Septesber 29, 1947

'. .o n“‘. !O‘.

Faber and Fuber Ltd, Publighers
24 Ruesell fSquare

hm.. w. G, 1. m

Dear Mr, Ellot:

Since I regeived your letter of ber 10th, I
have token up the question of in ae a
menber of the Inetitute for of October and
November 1748, with the Rook ‘ Foundation and with
the Institute Faeoulty, gay that I am

authorized to invite y ership for that period
: SiFpiled by the Noskereller
the Institute for traveling

expenass,
Looking forvard with great plesgure to having you
here, I am

Youre slneerely,

4

Frank Aydelotte
Director

Copy to: Dr, David H. Stevens
\I. Joseph H., Willits
rofegsor Walter W, Stewart
Dr. J. Robert Oppenheimer
Miss lLuella Trinterud
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THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY — /]
Founded by Mr. Louis Bamberger and Mrs. Felix Fuld et/ B
PRINCETON, NEW JERSEY (A

Sertember 17, 1947

T. 8, Eliot, Req.
2h Pugsell Squsre
Lopdon, ¥, C. 1, England

Pear ¥»r, Rllot:
]l sm delighived to hove your let f| Geptesber 10th
anl am l=sediantely taking upr the

vry such hope that

Poerefetler Foundution and wi

Institute for Adveneed Stud
ve e>n work out a propo ’1 be feoelble both

for you ard for us for n of 1948,

Yours sinasrely,

Frunk Aylelantte
Dy reetor

Copy to Dr. Joseph H. Willite
Dr. J. Robert Oppenheimer
rofeggor Walter W. Stewart
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FABER AND FABER LTD PUBLISHERS
2l RUSSELL SQUARE LONDON WCl

September 10th, 1S47

The Director,

The Institute for Advanced Study,
Princeton, New Jercey,

UQSOA.

Dear Doctor Aydelotte,

When we met at the Princeton Commem f;tion festivities
in June you kindly reminded me that the inwvitation from the
Institute was still valid, and asked me fjo| let you know as
soon as possible whether and when gcept.

80 far ss one can foresee giytiing in
sure that the Autumn Term of
I therefore provose myself fo

ese times, I am
1d sult my designs. May
ple of months, I suggest
f 19&59
X uicissitudes of the world
we live in, such engagems : 0 be contingent on the
vossibllities of travel the sum to cover my expenses
for the perlod, you = ¥ in a better position than I
( : grider present conditions one
cannot choose onglk g4 of travel, and i1t might prove that
I should have to| ¢ome aggin by air. I believe thet first
pers 18 now at least as expensive and
gometimes more so ravel by plane.
Of course I realise that your invitation is contingent

on the poeslbility of understanding with the Rockefeller
Institute.

Yours very eincerely,

T. S. ELIOT

Copy to Dr. J. Robert Oppenheimer
| rofessor Walter W. Stewart
Director's Office

Original to Dr. Joseph H. Willits
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s, - Theet
HARVARD UNIVERSITY
GRADUATE SCHOOL OF EDUCATION

Peasony House, KIRkLAND STREET
Camsringe 38, MassACHUSETTS

May 2, 1947

Dear Stewart,

T. S. B, is staying with me here at present
and will be, I expect, till about mid-June. He is go-
q ing to Princeton this month on the eighteenth to give
/}M, | two lectures on Johnmson. I've talked with him about
‘,l*" a meeting and he will be on the look-out for you, and
will welcome some talk — if, in the rush of getting
away, you have the time, I don't think he will get back

/ to London before about June twenty-second. But here or
G . there, he'll be at your disposal. I think the Prince-
" lton invitation appeals to him considerably for a later
date. "

I too will look forward to a visit - perhaps
in mid-winter. The Fall Term is beginning to look a
1ittle crowded to me - already, how monstrous!

Yours sincerely,
/AR,
4-a.

Signed in Dr. Richards' absence

to avoid delay in mailing
IAR:he

P, 5. I will be very curious to know how you find
England, I may be there myself this summer.

Mr. Walter W. Stewart

Institute for Advanced Study
School of Economics and Politice
Princeton, New Jersey
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John Marghall, Eeq.

The Rockefeller Foundation
k9 Lest 49th Street

Nevw York 20, New York

Desr ¥r, Marshall:

I send {an ny warmeat thanks for your kind letter
of Februsry 10th assdring us of & grent 4in ald eof
82,000 for the benefit of T, 8, Eliot if and vhen he
sbkes hie projeoted vislit to the Inetitute, I am
very gled indeed that you are willing to extend the
time of thle grant up to Degember 31, 154E since
Mr. Eliot's 1llness and his Lrother's make it
diffloult for him at the moment, T shall let you 1
know vhen his plans are definite and will at that
time write to Mr, Gillette about payment. Our
undergtanding 1s the asme se yours that the grant
is for travel expenees and 1living erpensee in
Princeton,

With dsepest appreclation of the generosity
of the Foundetion, I am

Yours sincerely,

Frank Aydelotte

FAL )ar ’

Copy to“Professor Stewart
Miss Miller
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THE ROCKEFELLER FOUNDATION
49 West 49tn Street, New York 20

THE HUMANIIIES
David H. Stevens, Director
John Marsghall, Assocliate Director
Charles B. Fahs, Agsistant Director

February 10, 1947

Dear Dr, Aydelotte:

I am glad to be able to report the approval
of a grant in aid of $2,000, or as mucn thereof as
may be needed, to the Institute to enable 1T to
secure the services of Mr, 1. B, Eliot for thne
tormulation of its program in the humanities for a
period of from two to three months, as Mr. Eliot
may be able to come over. Since we understand hie
plans in tnat regard to pbe indefinite, thles grant
18 To be available over the period ending December 71,
¥ 1948, it seeming only probable that he will be able
to take advantage of 1t sometime within that period.

Our understanding 1s that the grant is 1o be
used toward the expenses 0! travel, living expenses,
and otner essential expenses which he would incur by
coming to the Institurte.

Arrangemente for payments should be made, as
always, with Mr. H. M, Gillette, the Agsietant
Comptroller of the Fnundation.

With kind regards, I am
Yours sincerely,
JOHN MARSHALL
Dr. Frank Aydelotte
The Institute for Advanced Study
Princeton
New Jersey

JM:EHD

Copy to ng;esaor Stewart
Miss Miller
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FABER AND FABER LTD PUBLISHERS
24 Russell Square, London, W.C.1l

28th January 1947

Frank Aydelotte Esq.
Inetitute for Advanced Study,
Princeton,

New Jersey.

Dear Mr, Aydelotte,

Thank you very muech for your kind letter of January
2lith, It is very gratifying to know that the Inatitute
might posalbly ceconsider my coming in this way at least
a year hence, and perhesps later. It is very difficult
to know at this stage how muen I sghall have on hand
in 1948. My plans must, of course, also depend a good
des]l upon the course of my brother's health,

Meanwhile, however, I thank you most warmly and
remain,

Yours very sincerely,

T. 8. ELIOT

Copy t?/gr. John Marshall, Rockefeller Foundation
“Professor Walter W. Stewart
Miss Miller
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John Marshall, Eeq.
The Rockefeller Foundation
45 West 43th SBtreet
New York 20, Nevw York
Dear Mr. Harshalll

In connection with T. 8. Ellot, T enclose eopy
of a letter which I recelived from him this morning.
We very much hope to have him here but eannot be
certain as to Just wvhen he will be able to ecome.

Yours sincerely,

Frank Aydelotte

FA: Jar
Enec. 1

Copy to 'Professor Stewart
Miss Miller
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Copy to: s Miller
iss Horton

January 30, 1947

Dear Mr. Stevens:

With reference to our telephone gonversation
about T, 8, Eliot, I should like to make application on
behalf of the Institute for Advanced Study for & grant of
$2,000 for Eliot to cover his travelling expenses to the
United Btates and his living expenses for & stay of two
or three months at the Institute for Advanced Study.

I know that Mr, Stewart has discussed this
matter informally with you and I am very hapoy to learn
from our conversation that you are favorably disposed
toward such 2 grant., Ellot's plans are a little uncer-
tain because of his own illness and the 1llness of his
brother, but he has written to me to say that if suech an
of fer could be held open for a year or eighteen months
he hopes to be able to take advantage of 1it.

The Institute would be very grateful to the
Foundation for an appropriation which would make this
visit possible,

Yours sincerely,

FAskr Frank Aydelotte
David H, Btevens, Esq.

The Rockefeller fom-tion

49 West 49th Street

New York 20, N. Y,
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Copy to J(u Miller
iss Horton

January 24, 1947

Dear Mr. Eliot:

1 have your letter of January lst and am sorry to
hear about your operation. I hope by the time this reaches you
that you will have made & good recovery.

If andwhen you come over to the United States on
your brother's account, I hope you will get in touch with me.
There is no reason why our offer should not be held open say
for a year at least, and I hope that the arrangementI pro-
posed can eventually be carried into effect. I hope you will

keep it in mind and let me know just when you would r'ind it
convenlent to be here.

Our academic year consists of two terms, one from
about the middle of September to the middle of December, and
one from the first of February to the first of May. The fact
is that most of the members of the Institute work right through
the vacation period, but I think it would be desirable to have
you here during term time, if possible.

With warmest good wishes, I am

Yours sincerely,

FA:kr Frank A ydelotte
T. 8. Eliot, Esg.

c/o Faber and Faber, Ltd.
24 Russell Square
London W.C.1l, England
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FABER AND FAEER LTD PUBLISHENS
2L RUSSELL SQUARE LONDON WOl

1 Jenuary 1946

The President,

The Ingtitute for Advanced Study,
PRINCETON, New Jergey

Dear Mr. Aydelotte,

In clearing up my pspers before going to hospltal tomorrow
for a small operation, I have found your kind letter of the 26th
November, to my dismay, with no evidence of my having =nswered 1t.
If this 18 8o, I haeten to offer my apology; and to explain, tnat
it was not the result of inattention, but rather of having pondered

the propossl so long, that I formed the 1llueion thet I had replied
to your letter.

The propoesl is exactly what is calculated to attract me, and
in any other cireumstances I ghould not have hesitated. But the
8ltustion ie this: while I have been making my arresngements to
come in April, it 1s possible that I may be summoned earlier. It
depends entirely upon my brother's precarious health. It might be
such that I should wish to spend all my time beeglde him. I could
not accept your nogpitality at Princeton, unlege I could be reason-
ably sure of spending the greater part of my time in Princeton. The
offer 1e a generous one; 1f I could spend two monthe with you,
meeting members of the faculty and students, and then epend another
month vigiting my family, I should not wish to make any other publie
engagemente, But mae I cannot be sure when I shall be coming, or for
now long, or how much time I could give to Princeton, I do not think
tnat I have the rignt to do anytaning but decline. May I however hope
that the propossl might be repeated, another year, at a time when my
programme need not be dictated by personal anxieties? It will consolke
me if I may be allowed to entertain that hope.

With profound regrets, I am

Yours very elincerely,

Bt - Phnat Siowus - Yo gt % B BO7 lil sk 25 -
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November 26, 1946

?. 8, Ellot, Feq.
2l Rupegell Square
Londen, ¥.C.1, England

Dear ¥Mr. Eliot:

We have here at the Tnstitute had a eertain amount of
@lscuecion among ourselves snd with Dr, David H, Stevene of
the Roskafeller Poundation sbout the poesiblliity of sending
you an invitation to come to the Ingtitute for Advanced Study
for a périod of twe or three months with no Auties exeept to
g0 on gquietly with your own work and to engnpe in such dise
guseion with menbers of our group here rng may seem interesting
and profitable to you,

If ve ean moke sultsble arrangements, vould it be feceible
for you to aceept such san invitztien® T haove he? in mind o
grant of 2,000 to eover your traveling expenses and youp
1iving expenses while in thie eocuntry. It would seem to us
thet this ought to be sufficlent for s period of twvo or three
monthe, ¥e ghould trest you as & visitor and lesve you with
the utmoat freedom to visit your brotner or to fulfill any
speaking engepemente whieh you might wieh to meke, though we
all of us hope that you would meke as few of them ss possible,

If you will let me know by alr mell vhether yow would be
interested An such an invitetion and sbout when 1t would suilt
you to come %o Princeton, I shall be glad to proceed with the
arran;oments and send you a cablegram oonfirming them, T need
not say what plessure 1t would give me to see you again and to
have you here for an extended period,

With kindeet regards, I am

Youra ginecerely,

Frank Aydelotte

FAtjer

Copy to Dr. David H. Stevens
£xofessor Walter W. Stewart



Nobel Prizes Presented ;
Gustaf Unable to Attend

Special to THE Nzw York TIMES,

STOCKHOLM, Sweden, Dec.
10—For the first time in forty-
one years Sweden's King Gustaf
was unable to preside today at
the distribution of the Nobel
prizes. The monarch—he is 80
years of age, still feels weak
after his recent illness. His place
was taken by the 63-year-old
Crown Prince Gustaf Adolf, in a
solemn ceremony at the Stock-
holm Symphony Hall in the
course of which four prize win-
ners each received a check
worth about $45,000, an illumi-
nated diploma and a huge solid
gold medal.

The four prize winners who
received the awards from the
hands of the Crown Prince were,
in order: Prof. Patrick M. S,
Blackett, physics; Prof. Arne
Tiselius, chemistry; Dr. Paul
Mueller, medicine; and T. 8.
Eliot, literature.

In addition to the Crown
Prince and Crown Princess
Louise, the Swedish royal family
was represented by the King's
brother, Carl, and his wife, Prin-
~ cess Ingeborg, Princes Wilhelm

and Bertil and Princess Sibylla.

L_
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POET ELIOT HAILED
BY LEADERS IN ART

Tributes Sent to Him on 60th
Birthday to Be Published
in a Symposium Today

194
Special to TeE Niw York TiMEs.
LONDON, Sept. 26—World-wide

.[tributes such as have rarely been
.|paid to a living artist are being
.|showered this week-end on the
'|United States born English poet

and critic T. S. Eliot, who is 60
years old today.

A symposium of forty-eight con-
tributions testifying to the place
and influence of Mr. Eliot in mod-
ern literature will be published
here tomorrow. Newspapers yes-
terday and today have had lauda-
tory articles and on Friday eve-
ning there was an impressive gath-
ering at the International Arts
Guild here where Professor Denis
Saurat said that since the death of
Paul Valery, Mr. Eliot had un-
doubtedly become the world’s most
famous poet.

The Manchester Guardian said

in an editorial yesterday that|["

“within these forty years Mr. Eliot
has revitalized our whole concep-
tion of poetry and the ways in
which we read and write it.”
“For once in our history,” the
Sunday Times critic John Russell
wrote “a living English poet has
exerted a fruitful influence on
poets and readers in France, Ger-
many, Italy, Greece and India.”
This will be proved in the sym-
posium that is coming out tomor-
row for it will contain essays and
poems from famous literary ﬁg-

.|ures in many countries.

The book will begin with remi-

:|niscences by the TUnited States

poet Conrad Aiken, who tells of
Mr. Eliot at Harvard and by Brit-
ish art critic Clive Bell and artist
Wyndham Lewis who described
Mr, Elot's early days in- London.

Mr. Eliot came here just before
World War I when a small and
select circle had recognized a new
genius in the author of “The Love

.|Seng of J. Alfred Prufrock.” Ezra
.|Pound was Mr. Eliot's most enthu-

siastic sponsor.
Frank V. Morley,  brother of
Christopher Morley and a pub-

‘|lisher in his own right, will con-
.| tribute a chapter that for the first
|time will throw light on T. 8. Eliat

as a publisher. Both men worked

‘|together for ten years with the

British concern of Faber &
Faber. Mr. Eliot it appears was

“our best blurb writer.”

Among the famous poets who
contributed to the symposium were
Edith Sitwell, W. H. Auden,
Stephen Spender Tambimuttu and
| Pierre-Jean Jouve.

1
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o ;’:;: ] A Week of Verse "

face the

nee equal | .
‘urnishing Mr. Eliot and the Young Meu
arming of _ (From “7 Poems for T. S. Eliot’s
measures 60th Birthday, 1948," printed in Con-

|
been welll SeSpOTary, Fosty)

LWAYS the young against the

& But if| AMWAYS

COUN= | The cold gate of the grave stretch-

nal Qf de- ing too wide |

28 trained ' Its mossy attractions, and the idle
although | tongue

an earlier Iiching to speak; “He is too old'

ght, in & for me; ‘
1in hold- ' Base is impossible among the old.”

cannot be Or I remember the plumpest lec-
.gence, the |

4 threat to | Youru"s"j':{resmuon is the last I
The young men of today are beyond |
' all feeling,

Aase

“er Wl“mm'mnd words ebout my marriage, an
~d statement elegance

‘e Ilse Koch | Among divorces, and the tale T told |
atly accuses | Of the girl who was a brilliant Eng- !
\, of inaccu- lish scholar.

er nowhere

Not the same.” I remember, (oo, ;

Today what have we left of th.-.'

any lmpor- | interest
> it clear that In poetry of the young: what of thﬁ
He expressly write:-s? |
she was con- | Who's good among the young?
” haf Who's bad
: lge a&: Among the reverent old? Great
upheld Yeats 15 dead.
itence to be |
;> that the tre- Auden forgotten, Spender weaving
.tion over this posies . , .

ose from the|The herces of our youth dead or

debunked,
nich had been
B t .
‘h. But the only | 1" Jouth still reads in Mr. Eliot

ess of the review
the record; this
account of what
xd, the only ap-

the case which
ed in the United
¢ “human sKin”
and made it quite

R [

Its resolution, its fear, its inquie-
tude.
NICHOu:A* MOORE,

Travel-talk
(From Quarterly Review of
Literature)
LIKE a red coat or red shoes
Worn in secret making

A holluay of the week,
=ds for “train” or “pre‘"
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THREE NOBEL PRIZE WINNERS
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‘|studied at Harvard under Irving

: University, 46 years old, invented

'|lius Apparatus.” They are simple,
:|tant in medicine, biology, industry

chemical compounda.
f

T. 8. Eliot

The New York Times &

1.5, ELIOT OBTAINS
{948 NOBEL PRIZE

Continued From Page 1
he was 26 years old after having

Babbitt and George Santayana. He
has called himself an Anglo-Cath-
olic, and professed to be as im-
perialistic as Kipling. He has been
a resident-member of the Institute
for Advanced Study at Princeton,
N. J, for the last two months.

perior amusement,”” and to the

works has presented difficulties.
Consequently few of his poems
gained wide popularity.

Johannes Edfelt, Swedish trans-
later and writer, said that his
works “have brought about a revo-

pression.”

Among his books are “Poems,”
1919: “Four Quartets,” 1943; a
play in blank verse, “Murder in the
Cathedral,”” 1835; some ghort prose
works, “The Sacred Wood,"” 1920;
“Dante,” 1929, and “The Love Song
of J. Alfred Prufrock.”

Professor Tiselius of TUpsala
two instruments known to sci-
entists all over the world as “Tise-

inexpensive and are equally impor-

and chemistry. Bach is used for
the separation of proteins, the liv-
ing tissues that are the bulk of
flesh and bone, into many_little

in 1939 and was aided in his work
by the Rockefeller Foundation. He
studied at Princeton in 1834-35.

British Proud of Winners

LONDON, Nov. 4—Britain feels

poet who has chosen to make Brit-
ain his country. On his sixtleth
birthday last September, world-

bheen

his place and influence in modern
literature.

During a single year Mr, Eliot

has received degrees from the Uni-
'versities of Oxford, Aix-en-Pro-
vence and Munich and before be-
coming the Nobel Prize winner he
received the highest honor that
Britain can give—the Order of
Merit.

Professor Blackett is a leader in|.

atomic research and a product of
Rutherford School at Cambridge
University. By his development of
the so-called cloud chamber, in-
vention of C. T. R. Wilson, another
Cambridge Nobel Prize winner, in
which tracks of swift atomic parti-
cles are made visible by trails of
tiny water drops, Professor Black-
|ett obtained the first photograph

He has defined poetry as a *su- |

public-at-large the reading of his|®

lution of the poetic means of ex- f]::‘,:lt}i‘n.; ;::j:lec ﬁﬁ‘fﬂ‘i{&
of it was not disclosed.

biochemistry and biophysics.

1
Soeclal to Tue Naw Yorx Times, Y
b |

a double cause for pride. Although|*
Mr. Eliot was born and reared in|!
the United States he is honored|’
here as the world's greatest living |

1

‘|wide tributes such as rarely had|’
paid to living artists were|'
showered on him here in tribute to| -

|

Patrick M. 5. Blackett
- e

Arne Tiselius
Associalad Press

Tiseliv to Continue Research

GOETEBORG, Sweden, Nov. 4
(I7'P)—Professor Tisellus said that
he would use the $44,000 prize
1 ney to continue his research in

“I never dreamed of such an
honor," he said. “It comes as a
romplete surprise. I'm very happy
to get the award—it will be a
great help in enabling me to con-
tinue my research.”

of transmutation of an atom. Later|_

he studied cosmic rays and was as-
sociated with the invention by
which single atomic particles are
made to take their own photo-
graphs.

A professor of physics in Man-
chester University since 1837, he
has attracted groups of research
workers from many countries.

During World War II Professor
Blackett engaged in Operational

ot et ot B i, b Bt

L

Research and played an important !
role in the anti-submarine cam-|’

paign—a link with his service in

| Louis, Mo., the literary prize “for

‘| modern poetry.” He built up his

terary career where

; the invention of important labo-

& Taw

®&HBEET

bombs, .

1.3, ELIOT RECEIVES
1946 NOBEL AWARD
Poet Gets Prize in Literature—|

Briton Wins in Physics and
Swede in Chemistry

g

STOCKHOLM, Sweden, Nov. 4

1
]
1048 were|!
0

awarded today to
f mwﬁ poet, Thomas Stearns,

- -

The prizes are worth about $44,-
000 each. Earlier the 1948 award
in medicine was given to Dr. Paul
Mueller, discoverer of the insect-
killing powers of DDT.
The Swedish Academy gave Mr.
Eliot, 60-year-old native of St.

-y

LA

his remarkable pioneering work in

= g

1927,

Professor Tiselius won his award
for discoveries in biochemistry and

i T

ratory apparatus.
_The Swedish Academy of Sci-|
ence said that Professor Blackett,
a professor of physics at Man-
chester University since 1937, mer-
ited the award for his improve-|
ments of the Wilson Chamber and |
discoveries in nuclear physics|
about cosmic radiation,

In his book, “Military and Po-
litical Consequences of Atomic
Energy,” Professor Blackett wrote
that the American proposals for
control would give United Nations
inspectors access to Russia’s mili-
tary and industrial establishments
without assurance that the United
States would destroy its atomic

Mr. Eliot settled in London when

Continued on Page 22, Column 3
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.|he was 26 years old after having
‘| studied at Harvard under Irving
Babbitt and George Santayana. He
has called himself an Anglo-Cath-
olic, and professed to be as im-
perialistic as Kipling. He has been
a resident-member of the Institute
for Advanced Study at Princeton,
N. JI., for the last two months.
He has defined poetry as a ‘“‘su-
perior amusement,” and to the
public-at-large the reading of his
works has presented difficulties.
Consequently few of his poems
gained wide popularity.

Johannes Bdfelt, Swadish trans-
later and writer,
works “have brought about a revo-
lution of the poetic means of ex-
pression.”

Among his books are “Poems,”
1919; “Four Quartets,” 1943; a
play in blank verse, “Murder in the
Cathedral,” 1935; some short prose
works, “The Sacred Wood,” 1920;
“Dante,” 1929, and “The Love Song
of J. Alfred Prufrock.”

| Professor Tiselius of Upsala
|University, 46 years old, invented
two instruments known to sci-
.| entists all over the world as “Tise-
|lius Apparatus.” They are simple,
_|inexpensive and are equally impor-
‘|tant in medicine, biology, industry
and chemistry. Hach is used for
the separation of proteins, the liv-

The New York Times o

said that his|=—————— e

Patrick M. S. Blackett
i Associaled Press

L .

Arne Tiselius

Associated Press

Eliot has been working quietly on
a writing project here, The nature
of it was not disclosed.

Tiseliv to Continue Research

GOETEBORG, Sweden, Nov, 4
(I'P)—Professor Tiselius said that
he would use the $44,000 prize
) ney to continue his research in

biochemistry and biophysics.

“l never dreamed of such an
honor,” he said, *“It comes as a
romplete surprise. I'm very happy
to get the award—it will be a
great help in enabling me to con-
tinue my research.”

ing tissues that are the bulk of
flesh and bone, into many, little
chemical compounds,

Rockefell

in 1939 and was aided in his work
by the Rockefeller Foundation. He
studied at Princeton in 1834-35.

British Proud of Winners

Speclal to Tue New Yorx TiMEes,

LONDON, Nov. 4—Britain feels
a double cause for pride. Although
Mr. Eliot was born and reared in
the United States he is honored
here as the world's greatest living
poet who has chosen to make Brit-
ain his country. On his sixtletn|
|birthday last September, world-
‘|wide tributes such as rarely had|’
been paid to living artists were|’
ghowered on him here in tribute to| -
his place and influence in modern|‘
literature.
During a single year Mr, Eliot
has received degrees from the Uni-
'versities of Oxford, Aix-en-Pro-
vence and Munich and before be-
the Nobel Prize winner he
received the highest honor that
Britain can give—the Order of
Merit. =

Professor Blackett is a leader in
atomic research and a product of
Rutherford School at Cambridge
University. By his development of
the so-called cloud chamber, in-
vention of C. T. R. Wilson, another
Cambridge Nobel Prize winner, in
which tracks of swift atomic parti-
cles are made visible by trails of
tiny water drops, Professor Black-
|ett obtained the first photograph
of transmutation of an atom, Later
he studied cosmic rays and was as-
sociated with the invention by
which single atomic particles are
made to take their own photo-
graphs.

A professor of physics in Man-
chester University since 1837, he
has attracted groups of research
workers from many countries,

World War

- b s R .

During II Professor
Riackett engaged in Operational
Research and played an important i
role in the anti-submarine cam-|’

paign—a link with his service in
the Navy in World War I. He was
in fact educated and trained for
the Navy.

He was a member of the Govern-
ment's 'Advisory Committee on
Atomic Energy until its dissolution
last year. His hook “Military and
Political Consequences of Atomic
BEnergy”" aroused much discussion.

Eliot Thanks Swedish Academy

PRINCETON, N. J.,, Nov. 4 (||
|—Mr. BEliot today expressed his||

|thanks to the Swedish Academy of
| Literature,

His statement said:

“This is a very great and unex-
pected honor and naturally I feel
extremely appreciative and grate-
ful for this award from the
Swedish Academy.”

A modest, retiring man, Mr.

et el g e
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Poet Gets Prize in Literature—|.

y ggtory apparatus,
The Swedish Academy of Sci-|
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\d | about cosmic radiation.
ss| In his book, “Military and Po-
e |litical

1.5, ELIOT RECEIVES
1948 NOBEL AWARD

Briton Wins in Physics and
Swede in Chemistry !

| By The Associated Press,

'STOCKHOLM, Sweden, Nov. 4
s i v gl
orn British poet, Thomas Stearns

prizes are worth about $44,-

“medicine was given to Dr. Paul}
u‘:llﬂ discoverer of the insect-
killing powers of DDT.

The Swedish Academy gave Mr.
| miiot, 60-year-old native of St
Louis, Mo., the literary prize “for
'| his remarkable pioneering work in

“|the invention of important labo-

ence said that Professor Blackett,

chester University since 1937, mer-
ited the award for his improve-

in nuclear physics

Consequences of Atomic
Energy,” Professor Blackett wrote
e |that the American proposals for
- | control would give United Nations
. |Inspectors access to Russia’s mili-
- |tary and industrial establishments
- | without assurance that the United
¢|States would destroy its atomic

bombs.
¢| Mr. Eliot settled in London when

000 each. Earlier the 1948 award|F
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SOCIETY SHOW

on & Sons of Bergenfield, N, J,
The New York Times (by Fred Sassi

John Maclntyre, Pruanqr.
fompons, (welve biooms, disbudded—Mr. and
Mre, Pulsifer,

Anemones, vase of ten, one or more varisties,
disbudded to one bloom—Mrs. Col

Best American-raised hybrid orchid—H. Patler-
son & Sons, Bergenfleld, N. J.

Begonla, large flowering tbu—Mra. E. F. Hut-
ton, Westbury, L. 1., sGeorge H. Hawkins,

gardener,

Anly other flowering plant Lot otherwise 1~
fled—Mrs. C, Suydam Cutting, Gladstone,
N. J.. Harold M. Hryant, gardener.

Collection of vegetables, arranged for effect—
Mra. Fingler Matthews, Rye, N, Y., James
8. Jack, gardener.

COMMERCIAL GROWERS

Collection of orchid plants, covering 25 square
feet, arranged for effect—Edward A. Manda,
Inc., West Orange, N, J,

PRIVATE GROWERS

Vase of 18 roses, In varlety—New Jersey State
Hospital, Greystone Park, N. J., Britton
_Koch, gardener

Vese of 18 carnations—Estate of H. McK.
Twombly, Convent Station, N. J., John Me-
rrdnn. gardener,

Collection of orchid plants. arranged for sffect
—=Mr, and Mr. F. T. Bonham, Riverside,
Cann., Maleolm Macrae, gardener.

Three orchid gtlng—blr. and Mrz. L. B.

Tim
Lon;

J.. Rufus B. Simpson,
gsrdener

Cypripediums—Mr and Mrs. Tim.
RETAIL FLORISTS
Tables with various examples of flowers—
Gold Medal Certificate, Madison Avenue Flor-
Ist, 825 Madison Ave., New York.
HORTICULTURAL 80C
Group of cuf chrysanthemums, -run%ed for
effect—Nnssau County Hortleultural Soclety,
Glen Cove, L, 1
AMATEUR GROWERS
Collection of hardy outdoor grown chrysanthe-
mums, areanged for effect—Miss Marle Leary,
Lake Ave., Greenwich, Conn,
Vase of singles—Mixy Leary,
Vase of pompons—Miss Leary,
Vase of any other (ype—M‘lu Leary.
Vase of chiysanthemums, disbudded—Alexandc
Chalmers, 104 Dahlgren Place, Brooklyn.
ARRANGEMENT CLASSES
Composition of frult, flowers and vegetables—

BT PN

t!r-I Frederick W, Lewis, Port Washington,

43 in Eight Cities in Year
Shows Success

By JOHN N. POPHAM
Bpecial to Tue New Yorx Tises,

T YT Y T T YT YTVl L

979 NEGRO POLICE
EMPLOYED IN S0UTH

Regional Council Says Rise of

— Fifty-four southern cities now
have 279 Negro law-enforcement
officers, according to an annual re-

ern Regional Council.
It said that employment of Negro
police officera In southern commu-
nities had shown a steady increase
in the past year, which saw eight
cities and forty-three Negro police

latest total in personnel, 248 are
uniformed policemen, twenty-three
plainclothesmen and eight police-
women.

All interracial organizations in
the country have agreed that the

cers in Southern cities has been
one of the largest faetors in lower-
ing the crime rate of Negro areas
and in decreasing the likelihood of
racial friction and tension. Tt also
has been reported as an excellent
morale factor in generally improv-
ing racial relations,

The increase in the past year is
accounted for by the eight ecities
which have recently adopted the
policy and by three cities which
have appointed additional Negro
officers to their police forces.

CHATTANOOGA, Tenn,, Nov, 4|/

port released today by the South- ! '

policy of hiring Negro police offi-|| ‘

————

The council reported that New-
port News, Va., increased its Neg-
gro policemen from four to five;
Chattanooga, Tenn,, which had

three policewomen last year, drop-
ped one policewoman and added
five uniformed policemen, and
Houston, Tex., jumped its total of
Negro officers from six to seven-
teen.

Misgissippi and Louisiana remain
the only two Southern states in
which no Negro policemen are
employed, the Council's survey
showed. Florida leads in the num-
ber of cities (eleven) employing
Negro policemen and Texas has a
wide margin in the number of offi-|
cers employed—sixty.

Alabama and South Carolina
have no major cities employing
Negro policemen, the report added,
and capitals of all Southern States
except Alabama, Mississippi, South
Carolina, Louisiana and Kentucky
now use Negro police,

An index to the rapid spread of
the practice of hiring Negro police
officers is seen in the fact that of
fifty such Southern cities, nine em-
ployed them before 1830, seven he-
tween 1930 and 1839, eleven be-
twen 1940 and 1944 and twenty-
three between 1945 and 1948,

The council's report declared
that in Nashville, Tenn., one of the
cities newly employing Negro offi-
cers, the Mayor and the Police
Commissioner have praised the

work and conduct of the Negro po-

licemen.

officers added to the list. Of the||
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1., ELIOT RECEIVES
1948 NOBEL AWARD

Poet Gets Prizein Literature—|
Briton Wins in Physics and |
Swede in Chemistry

By The Associated Press, |

STOCKHOLM, Sweden, Nov. 4

—Nobel Prizes for 1048 were

awarded today to the American-

‘born British poet, Thomas Stearns
. cist, "

-ﬂJ‘AHH—

eries have contributed to so

of atomic energy problems, recent-
ly wrote a book saying that Rus-
sia was right in rejecting Ameri-
can plans for international atomic
control.

The prizes are worth about §44,-

e e e e

in medicine was given to Dr. Paul
Mueller, discoverer of the insect-
killing powers of DDT.
The Swedish Academy gave Mr.
Eliot, 60-year-old native of St

“| for discoveries in biochemistry and
“lthe invention of important labo- ‘

&

\e | discoveries

ss| In his book, “Military and Po-
e |litical Consequences of Atomic

s

Louis, Mo., the literary prize “for
"I his remarkable pioneering work in
‘| modern poetry.” He built up his

literary career in England, where
|he became a British subject in
-|1927.
Professor Tiselius won his award

ratory apparatus.

ence said that Professor Blackett,
a professor of physics at Man-
chester University since 1937, mer-
ited the award for his improve-
ments of the Wilson Chamber and
in nuclear physics
d|about cosmic radiation.

-

Energy,” Professor Blackett wrote
e Lhntrgg'le American proposals for
control would give United Nations
e |inspectors access to Russia’s mili-
i~ |tary and industrial eatnblishme_nts
- | without assurance that the United
¢ |States would destroy its atomic

bumbs. .
¢| Mr. Bliot settled in London when

000 each. Earlier the 1948 award ?

= o

e

The Swedish Academy of Sci-|

]

S

Continued on Page 22, Column 3
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flashed his broad smile of surprisea
i?llm town a hours after he
istory of the - Aeme Telephato.

.y

-|his liferary career in England and

Poet T. S. Eliot

{Gets, Nobel Prize

) By the Axsociated Press,

STOCKHOLM, Nov, 4—The
Swedish Academy today voted the
1948 Nobel prize in l*erature to
Thomas Stearns Eliot, American-
born British poet, dramatist and
essayist.

Mr. Eliot will receive the award,
worth about $44,000 this year, at
the Nobel prize ceremony in
Stockholm Dec. 10,

The Nobel prizes are provided
by the will of Alfred B. Nobel,
Swedish scientist and industrialist
who died in 1896. The prize in
medicine was voted last week to
Dr. Paul Mueller of Switzerland.
The prizes in physics and chem-
istry and the peace prize have not
yet been voted. "

Mr. Eliot, who is 60, was born
in St. Louis, Mo,, but carved out

became a British subject in 1927.}

His first work, a collection of
poems titled “Prufrock and Other
Observations,” was published in
1917. In 1922 he expressed the
prevailing post-war pessimism in
a poetic cycle, “The Waste Land.”

He founded the British literary
magazine “Criterion” and was its
editor from 1923 to 1939.

His works include the versified
plays “The Rock,” “Murder In
the Cathedral” and “The Family
Reunfon”; and the collection of
poems “The Hollow Men,” “Ash
Wednesday™ and “Four Quartets.”

He studied at Harvard under
Irviny Babbitt and George San-
tayana and also at the Sorbonne
and Oxford.

The Swedish writer Johannes
Edfelt praised Mr. Eliot's selec-
tion for the Nobel prize today
and said his writings “have
brought about a revolution of the
poetic means of expression.”
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- Prize for literature on Dec. 10.

left La Guardia Field at 4:30 p. m.
yvesterday en route to Stockholm,

T. S. Eliot (jﬁ to Sweden

To Receive Nobel Prize

T. 8. Eliot, the Missouri-born
poet who is now a British subject,

where he will receive the Nobel

After the ceremony, he said, he
will return to his duties as direc-
tor for the publishing house of
Faber and Faber, in London. He
has been at the Princeton Insti-
tute for Advanced Study for the
last two months and said he did
not expect to return to the United
States for at least a year.

In an interview at the airport,
Mr. Eliot said he deplored the
necessarily high price of books now
obtaining, because it makes it dif:l

ficult for the younger and less
known poets to be published.
L[]
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Eliot: Delinition of Culture I

Introduction

I think our studies ought to be all but purposeless. They want to be
pursued with chastity like mathematics.—acTon.

v purpose in writing the following chapters is not,

as might appear from a casual inspection of the

table of contents, to outline a social or political
philosophy: nor is the book intended to be merely a vehicle
for my observations on a variety of topics. My aim is to help
to define a word, the word culture.

Just as a doctrine only needs to be defined after the
appearance of some heresy, so a word does not need to
receive this attention until it has come to be misused. [ have
observed with growing anxiety the career of this word cul-
ture during the past six or seven years. We may find it
naturat, and signilicant, that during a period of unparalleled
destructiveness, this word should come o have an important
role in the journalistic vocabulary. Its part is of course
doubled by the word civilisation ~As1 say -al-the-beginning—
of my first chapter; | imake no .nllompl in this essay to deter-
pan | mine the frontier between the meanings of these two words:

© " for I came to the conclusion that any such attempt could
only produce an artificial distinction, peculiar to the book,
which the reader would have difficulty in retaining: and
which, after closing the book, he would abandon with a
sense of relief. We do use one word, frequently enough, in a
context where the other would do as well; there are other
contexts where one word obviously fits and the other does
not: and I do not think that this need cause embarrassment.
There are enough inevitable obstacles, in this discussion,
without i‘l'('ctillg unnecessary ones.

In August, 1945, there was published the text of a draft
constitution for a ‘United Nations Ilducational Scientilic and
Cultural Organisation’. The purpose of this organisation
was, in Article I, defined as follows:

To develop and maintain mutual understanding and appreciation
of the life and eulture, the arts, the humanities, and the sciences of the
peoples of the world, as a basis for elfective international organisation
and world peace.

To co-operate in extending and inmaking available to all peoples
for the service of common human needs the world’s full body of know-
ledge and culture, and in assuring its contribution to the economic
stability, political security, and general well-being of the peoples of the
world.

I am not at the moment concerned to extract a meaning
from these sentences: 1 only quote them to call attention to
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the word culture, and to suggest that before acting on such
resolutions we should try to find out what this one word
means. This is only one of innumerable instances which
might be cited, of the use of a word which nobody bothers
to examine, In general, the word is used in two ways: by a
kind of synechdoche, when the speaker has in mind one of
the elements or evidences of culture—such as ‘art’; or, as in
the passage just quoted, as a kind of emotional stimulant—
or anaesthetic.!

At the beginning of my first chapter I have endeavoured
to distinguish and relate the three principal uses of the word:
and to make the point, that when we use the term in one of
these three ways we should do so in awareness of the others,
[ then try to expose the essential relation of culture to reli-
gion, and to make clear the limitations of the word relation
as an expression of this ‘relation’. The first important asser-
tion which—I—attempt-to—justify, is that no culture has
appeared or developed except together with a religion;
according to the point of view of the observer, the culture
will appear to be the product of the religion, or the religion
the product of the culture.

In the next three chapters I discuss what seem to me to be
three important conditions for culture. The first of these is
organic (not merely planned, but growing) structure, such
as will foster the hereditary transmission of culture within a
culture: and this requires the persistence of social classes,
The second is the necessity that a culture should be analy-
sable, geographically, into local cultures: this raises the

' The use of the word culture, by those who have not. as it seems to
me, pondered deeply on the meaning of the word before employing it,
ml"h! be illustrated by countless examples. Another instance may
suffice. T quote from the Times Educational Supplement of November 5,
1945 (p. 522);

*Why should we bring into our scheme for international collaboration
machinery concerning education and culture?’ Such was the question
asked by the Prime Minister when, in addressing the delegates of nearly
40 nations attending the United Nations Conference to establish an
Educational and Cultural Organisation in London on Thursday after-
noon, he extended to them the greetings of His Majesty’s Govern-
ment. ...

Mr. Attlee concluded with a plea that if we were to know our neigh-
bours we must understand their culture, through their books, news-
papers, radio and films. .

The Minister of Education committed herself to the following:

“Now wweare met together: workers in ed ¢ research,
and in the vavied fields of culture, We represent those who teach; those
who discover. those who write. those who express their inspiration in
music or in art.

*Lastly we have culture. Some may argue that the artist, the musician,
the writer, all the creative workers in the humanities and the arts, can-
not be organised either nationally or internationally. The artist, it has
been said, works to please himself. That might have been a tenable
argument before the war. But those ol us who remember the struggle
in the Far East and in Europe in the days preceding the open war know
how much the fight against Fascism depended upon the determination
of writers and artists to keep their international contacts that they might
reach across the rapidly rising frontier barriers.’

It is only fair to add, that when it comes to talking nonsense about
culture, there is nothing to choose between politicians of one stripe or
another. Had the election of 1945 brought the alternative party into
power, we should have heard much the same pronouncements in the
same circumstances, The pursuit of politics is incompatible with a strict
attention to exact meanings on all occasions. The reader should there-
fore abstain from derviding cither My, Attlee or the late regretted Miss
Wilkinson.
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problem of ‘regionalism’. The third is the balance of unity
and diversity in religion—that is, universality of doctrine
with particularity of cult and devotion. The reader must
keep in mind that I am not pretending to account for all the
necessary conditions for a flourishing culture; I discuss three
which have especially struck my attention.! He must also
remember that what 1 offer is not a set of directions for
fabricating a culture. 1 do not say that by setting about to
produce these, and any other additional conditions, we can
confidently expect to improve our civilisation. | say only
that, so tar as my observation goes, you are unlikely to have
a high civilisation where these conditions are absent,

The remaining two chapters of the book make some slight
attempt to disentangle culture from politics and education.

I dare say that some readers will draw political inferences
from this discussion: what is more likely is that particular
minds will read into my text a confirmation or repudiation
of their own political convictions and prejudices. The writer
himself is not without political convictions and prejudices:
but the imposition of them is no part of his present inten-
tion. What [ try to say is this: here are what | believe to be
essential conditions for the growth and for the survival of
culture. It they conflict with any passionate laith of the
readerif, for instance, he linds it shocking that culture
and equalitarianism should confliet, if it seems monsirous to
him that anyone should have ‘advantages of birth’—1I do
not ask him to change his faith, I merely ask him to stop R
paying lip-service to culture. If the reader says: ‘the state of
affairs which I wish to bring about is right (or is just,® or is
inevitable); and if this must lead to a further deterioration of
culture, we must accept that deterioration’—then I can have
no quarrel with him. I might even, in some circumstances, -
feel obliged to support him. The effect of such a wave of o
honesty would be that the word ewlture would cease to be W
abused, cease to appear in contexts where it does not belong: : 1
and to rescue this word is the extreme of my ambition. F »*“{)’

Ay

Hn an illuminating supplement to the Cheistian News-Letter of \j
July 2+, 1946, Miss Marjorie Reeves has a very suggestive paragraph
on “The Culture of an Industry’. If she somewhat enlarged her mean
ing. what she says would fit in with my own way of using the word
‘eulture’. She says. of the culture of an industry. which she believes
quite rightly should be presented to the young worker: ‘it includes the
zeography of its raw materials and final markets, its historical evolution,
inventions and scientific background, its economics and so forth.” It
includes all this, certainly: but an industry. if it is to engage the interest
of more than the conscious mind of the worker, should also have a way
of life somewhat peeuliar to its initiates, with its own forms of festivity
and observances. I mention this interesting reminder of the culture of
industry, however, as evidence that I am aware of other ceganie-nuclei
of culture than those discussed in this book.

21 must intreduce a parenthetical protest against the abuse of the
current term ‘social justice’. From meaning ‘justice in relations between
groups or classes’ it may slip into meaning a particular assumption as to
what these relations should be; and a course of action might be sup-
ported because it represented the aim of ‘social justice’. which from the IR
point of view of ‘justice’ was not just. The term/social justice'is in danger /
of losing its rational content—which would be replaced by a powerful
emotional charge. T believe that I have used the term myself: it should

never be employed unless the user is prepared to define clearly what
social justice means to him, and why he thinks it just.
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As things are, it is uurmal for any bud\ w !w advocates any
social chauge, or any alteration of our political system, or

any expansion of public education, or any development of

social service, to claim confidently that it will lead to the
improvement and increase of culture. Sometimes culture,
or civilisation, is set in the forefront, and we are told that
what we need, must have, and shall get, is a ‘new civilisa-
tion’. In 1944+ I read a symposium in The Sunday Times
(November 31) in which Professor Harold Laski, or his head-
line writer, affirmed that we were fighting the late war for
a ‘new civilisation’. Mr. Laski al least asserted this:

Ifit is agreed that these who seek to rebuild what Mr. Churchill likes
to call ‘traditional’ Britain have no hope of fullilling that end, it
follows that there must be a new Britain in a new civilisation.

We might murmur ‘it is not agreed’, but that would be to
miss my point. Mr. Laski is right to this extent, that {f we
lose anything finally and irreparably, we must make do
without it: but I think he meant to say something more than
that.

Mr. Laski is, or was convinced that the particular political
and social changes which he desires to bring about, and
which he believes to be advantageous for society, will,
because they are so radical, result in a new civilisation.
That is quite conceivable: what we are not justified in
concluding, with regard to his or any other changes in the
social framework which anybody advocates, is that the ‘new

point of view of ‘justice’ was not just. The term *social justice” is in danger
of losing its rational content—which would be replaced by a powerful

emotional charge. I believe that I have used the term myself: it should .

L .-
never be employed unless the user is prepared to define clearly what
social justice means to him, and why he thinks it just.
——— ncrtnot ¥ o
B 17 FROT E.D.C.
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civilisation’ is itself desirable. For one thing, we can have no
notion of what the new civilisation will be like: so many
other causes operate than those we may have in mind, and
the results of these and the others, operating together, are
so incalculable, that we cannot imagine what it would feel
like to live in that new civilisation. For another thing, the
people who live in that new civilisation will, by the fact of
belonging to it, be different from ourselves, and they will
be just as different from Mr. Laski. Every change we make
is tending to bring about a new civilisation of the nature of
which we are ignorant, and in which we should all of us be
unhappy. A new civilisation is, in fact, coming into being all
the time: the civilisation of the present day would seem very
new indeed to any civilised man of the eighteenth century,
and I cannot imagine the most ardent or radical reformer
of that age taking much pleasure in the civilisation that
would meet his eve now. All that a concern for civilisation
can direct us to do, is to improve such civilisation as we have,
for we can imagine no other. On the other hand, there have
always been people who have believed in particular changes
as good in themselves, without worrving about the future
of civilisation, and without finding it necessary to recom-
mend their innovations by the specious glitter of unmeaning
promises,

A new civilisation is always being made: the state of
alfairs that we enjoy today illustrates what happens to the
aspirations of each age for a better one. The most important
question that we can ask, is whether there is any permanent
standard, by which we can compare one civilisation with
another, and by which we can make some guess at the im-
provement or decline of our own. We have to admit, in
comparing one civilisation with another, and in comparing
the different stages of our own, that no one society and no
one age of it realises all the values of civilisation. Not all of
these values may be compatible with each other: what is at

least as certain is that in realising some we lose the apprecia-

tion of others. Nevertheless, we can distinguish between

higher and lower cultures; we can distinguish between ad-
18
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vance and retrogression. We can assert with some confidence
that our own period is one of decline; that the standards of
culture are lower than they were fifty years ago; and that
the evidences of this decline are visible in every department
of human activity.! I see no reason why the decay of culture
should not proceed much further, and why we may not even
anticipate a period, of some duration, of which it is possible
to say that it will have no culture. Then culture will have
to grow again from the soil; and when I say it must grow
again from the soil, I do not mean that it will be brought
into existence by any activity of political demagogues. The
question asked by this essay, is whether there are any per-
manent conditions, in the absence of which no higher cul-
ture can be expected.

If we succeed even partially in answering this question,
we must then put ourselves on guard against the delusion of
trying to bring about these conditions for the sake of the
improvement of our culture. For if any delinite conclusions
emerge from this study, one of them is surely this, that
culture is the one thing that we cannot deliberately aim at.
It is the product of a variety of more or less harmonious
activities, each pursued for its own sake: the artist must
concentrate upon his canvas, the poet upon his typewriter,
the civil servant upon the just settlement of particular prob-
lems as they present themselves upon his desk, each accord-
ing to the situation in which he finds himself. Even if these
conditions with which I am concerned, seem to the reader
to represent desirable social aims, he must not leap to the
conclusion that these aims can be fulfilled solely by deli-
berate organisation. A class division of society planned by an
absolute authority would be artificial and intolerable; a de-
centralisation under central direction would be a contradic-
tion; an ecclesiastical unity cannot be imposed in the hope
that it will bring about unity of faith, and a religious diver-
sity cultivated for its own sake would be absurd. The point

1 For confirmation from a |rni!1l of view very different [rom that from
which this essay is written, see Qur Threatened Falues by Vietor
Gollancz (1946).

19
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at which we can arrive, is the recognition that these condi-
tions of culture are ‘natural” to human beings: that although
we can do little to encourage them, we can combat the
intellectual errors and the emotional prejudices which stand
in their way. For the rest, we should look for the improve-
ment of society, as we seek our own individual improvement,
in relatively minute particulars. We cannot say: ‘I shall make
myself into a different person’; we can only say: ‘I will give
up this bad habit, and endeavour to contract this good one.’
So of society we can only say: ‘We shall try to improve it in
this respect or the other, where excess or defect is evident;
we must try at the same time to embrace so much in our
view, that we may avoid, in putting one thing right, putting
something else wrong.” Even this is to express an aspiration
greater than we can achieve: for it is as much, or more, be-
cause of what we do piecemeal without understanding or
foreseeing the consequences, that the culture of one age
differs from that of its predecessor.

20

CHAPTER 1

The Three Senses of ‘Culture’

he term culture has different associations according

to whether we have in mind the development of an

individual, of a group or class, or of a whole society.
It is a part of my thesis that the culture of the individual is
dependent upon the culture of a group or class, and that the
culture of the group or class is dependent upon the culture
of the whole society to which that group or class belongs.
Therefore it is the culture of the society that is fundamental,
and it is the meaning of the term ‘culture’ in relation to the
whole society that should be examined first. When the term
‘culture’ is applied to the manipulation of lower organisms
—to the work of the bacteriologist or the agriculturalist—
the meaning is clear enough, for we can have unanimity in
respect of the ends to be attained, and we can agree when
we have or have not attained them. When it is applied to
the improvement of the human mind and spirit, we are less
likely to agree as to what culture is. The term itself, as
signifying something to be consciously aimed at in human
affairs, has not a long history. As something to be achieved
by deliberate effort, ‘culture’ is relatively intelligible when
we are conicerned with the self-cultivation of the individual,
whaose culture is seen against the background of the culture
of the group and of the society. The culture of the group
also, has a definite meaning in contrast to the less developed
culture of the mass of society. The difference between the
three applications of the term can be best apprehended by
asking how far, in relation to the individual, the group, and
society as a whole the conscious aim to achieve culture has

21
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The Three Senses of ‘Culture’
any meaning. A good deal of confusion could be avoided, if
we refrained from setting before'the group, what can be the
aim only of the individual: and before society as a whole,
what can be the aim only of a group. :

The general, or anthropological sense of the word culture,
as used for instance by L. B. Tylor in the title of his book
Primitive Culture, has flourished independently of the other
senses: but if we are considering highly dv.\'vlt-:pv(l societies,
and especially our own contemporary sociely, we have to
consider the relationship of the three SG'IH(“'. At this point
anthropology passes over into sociology. Amongst men of
letters and moralists, it has been usual to discuss culture in
the first two senses, and especially the first, without relation
to the third. The most easily remembered example of this
selection is Matthew Arnold’s Culture and Anarcly. Arnold
is concerned primarily with the individual and the ‘perfec-
tion” at which he should aim. Tt is true that in his famous
classification of ‘Barbarians, Philistines, Populace’ he con-
.cerns himself with a critique of classes; but his criticism is
confined to an indictment of these classes for their short-
comings, and does not proceed to consider what should be
the proper function or ‘perfection’ of each class. The effect,
therefore, is to exhort the individual who would attain the
peculiar Kind of *perfection’ which Arnold calls ‘culture’, to
rise superior to the limitations of any class, rather than to
realise its highest attainable ideals.

The impression of thinness which Arnold’s ‘culture’ con-
veys to a modern roader is partly due to the absence of social
background to his picture. But it is also due, I think, to his
failure to take account of Another way in which we use the
word ‘culture’, besides the three already mentioned. There
are several kinds of attainment which we mav have in mind
in different contexts.  We may be thinking of refinement of
manners—or wbanity and civility: if so,. we shall think first
of a social class, and of the superior individual as representa-
tive of the best of that class. We may be thinking of learning
and a close acquaintance with the 1ct‘umnlated wisdom of

the past: if so, our man of culture is the scholar. We may be
09

The Three Senses of ‘Culture’

an interest in,

thinking of philosophy in the widest sense
and some ability to manipulate, abstract ideas: if so, we may

mean the intellectual (recognising the fact that this term is

now used very loosely, to comprehiend many persons not

c011~'])'l(:1lml-' for strength of intellect). Or we may be think-

ing of the arts: if so, we mean the artist and the amateur or

le(‘tdlll(’ But what we seldom have in mind is all of these

things at the same time. We do not find, for instance, that

an understanding of music or painting figures explicitly in

Arnold’s description of the cultured man: yet no one will

deny that these attainments pl.n a part in culture.

If we look at the several activities of culture listed in the
pr eceding paragraph, we must conclude that no perfection
in any one of them, to the exclusion of the others, can confer
culture on anybody. VWe Kknow that good manners, without
education, intellect or sesasibiliby to the arts, tends towards
mere automatism; that learning without good manners or
sensibility is pedantry: that intellectual ability without the
more human attributes is admirable only in the same way
as the brilliance of a child chess prodigy; and that the arts
without intellectual context are vanity. And if we do not
find culture in any one of these perfections alone, so we
must not expect any one person to be accomplished in all of
them; we shall come to infer that the wholly cultured indivi-
dual is a phdlltahlll. and we shall look for Llllllll(‘, not in any
individual or in any one group of individuals, but more and
more widely; and we are driven in the end to find it in the
pattern of the society as a whole. This seems to me a very
obvious reflection: but it is frequently overlooked. People
are always ready to consider themselves persons of culture,
on the strength of one proficiency, when they are not only
lacking in others, but blind to those they lack. An artist of
any kind, even a very great artist, is not for this reason alone
a man of culture: artists are not only often insensitive to
other arts than those which they practise, but sometimes
have very bad manners or meagre intellectual gifts. The
person who contributes to culture, however important his
contribution may be, is not always a ‘cultured person’.
25
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It does not follow from this that there is no meaning in highly creative: how far it is the result, and how far the
speaking of the culture of an individual, or of a group or cause, of increased consciousness need not here be considered.
class. We only mean that the culture of the individual can- The tension within the society may become also a tension

within the mind of the more conscious individual: the clash
of duties in Antigone, which is not simply a clash between
piety and civil obedience, or between religion and politics,
but between conflicting laws within what is still a religious-
political complex, represents a very advanced stage of civili-
sation: for the conflict must have meaning in the audience’s
experience before it can be made articulate by the drama-
tist and receive from the audience the response which the
dramatist’s art reguires.

As a society develops towards functional complexity and
differentiation, we may expect the emergence of several
cultural levels: in short, the culture of the class or group will

not be isolated from that of the group, and that the culture
of the group cannot be abstracted from that of the whole
society: and that our notion of ‘perfection’ must take all
three senses of ‘culture’ into account at once. Nor does it
follow that in a society, of whatever grade of culture, the
groups concerned with each activity of culture will be dis-
tinct and exclusive: on the contrary, it is only by an overlap-

; ping and sharing of interests, by participation and mutual
appreciation, that the cohesion necessary for culture can
obtain. A religion requires not only a body of priests who
know what they are doing, but a body of worshippers who
know what is being done.

e e B _ Y

is obvious that among the more primitive communities resent itself. It will no 1ink, be disputed that in any
It | that gt t 0 t resent itself. It will not, 1 think, be d ted that'i
. - .. - | - - . v . . - .y . .
the several activities of culture are inexgricably interwoven. future society, as in every civilised society of the past, there
The Dyak who spends the better part of a season in shaping, must be these different levels. I do not think that the most
carving and painting his barque of the pecuhar design re- ardent champions of social equality dispute this: the differ-
. . . - . Sl A7 . " X (TR .
quired for the annual ritual of head-hunting, is exercising , ence of opinion turns on whether the transmission of group

several cultural activities at once—of art and religion, as
well as of amphibious warfare. As civilisation becomes more

cultyre must be by inheritance—whether each cultural level
must propagate itself—or whether it can be hoped that

-

complex, greater occupational specialisation evinces itself: ‘ some mechanism of selection will be found, so that every
in the ‘stone age’ New Hebrides, Mr. John Layard says, ' individual shall in due course take his place at the highest
certain islands specialise in particular arts and crafts, ex- cultural level for which his natural aptitudes qualify him.
changing their wares and displaying their accomplishments - 3 What is pertinent at this peint is that the emergence of
to the reciprocal satisfaction of the members of the archi- more highly cultured groups does not leave the rest of society
pelago. But while the individuals of a tribe, or of a group of unaffected: it is itself part of a process in which the whole
islands or villages, may have separate functions—of which | society changes. And it is certain—and especially obvious
the most peculiar are those of the King and the witch-doctor when we turn our attention to the arts—that as new values
—it is only at a much further stage that religion, science, : appear, and as thought, sensibility and expression become
politics and art become abstractly conceived apart from each more elaborate, some earlier values vanish. That is only to
other. And just as the functions of individuals become heredi- say that you cannot expect to have all stages of development
tary, and hereditary function hardens into class or caste at once; that a civilisation cannot simultaneously produce
distinction, and class distinction leads to conflict, so do reli- great folk poetry at one cultural level and Paradise Lost at
gion, politics, science and art reach a point at which there is another. Indeed, the one thing that time is ever sure to
conscious struggle between them for autonomy or domi- bring about is the loss: gain or compensation is almost always
nance. This friction is, at some stages and in some situations, conceivable but never certain.
24 25




Director's Office records: Member files: Box 36: Eliot, TS [Administrative] T '
From the Shelby White and Leon Levy Archives Center, Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, NJ, USA

The Three Senses of ‘Culture’

While it appears that progress in civilisation will bring
into being more specialised culture groups, we must not
expect this development to be unattended by perils. Cultural
disintegration may ensue upon cultural specialisation: and
it is the most radical disintegration that a society can suffer.
It is not the only kind, or it is not the only aspect under
which disintegration can be studied; but, whatever be cause
or effect, the disintegration of culture is the most serious
and the most difficult to repair. (Here, of course, we are
emphasising the culture of the whole society.) Tt must not
be confused with another malady, ossification into caste, as
in Hindu India, of what may have beenoriginaily only a hier-
archy of functions: even though it is possible that both
maladies have some hold upon British society to-day. Cultu-
ral disintegration is present when two or more strata so
separate that these become in effect distinet cultures: and
also when culture at the upper group level breaks into frag-
ments each of which represents one cultural activity alone.
If T am not mistaken, some disintegration of the classes in
which culture is, or should be, most highly developed, has
already taken place in western society—as well as some cul-
tural separation between one level of society and another.
Religious thought and practice, philosophy and art, all tend
to become isolated areas cultivated by groups in no commu-
nication with each other. The artistic sensibility is im-
poverished by its divorce from the religious sensibility, the
religious by its separation from the artistic; and the vestige
of manners may be left to a few survivors of a vanishing
class who, their sensibility untrained by either religion or
art and their minds unfurnished with the material for witty
conversation, will have no context in their lives to give
value to their behaviour. And deterioration on the higher
levels is a matter of concern, not only to the group which is
visibly affected, but to the whole people.

The causes of a total decline of culture are as complex as
the evidence of it is various. Some may be found in the
accounts given, by various specialists, of the causes of more
readily apprehended social ailments for which we must
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continue to seek specific remedies. Yet we become more and
more aware of the extent to which the baffling problem of
‘culture” underlies the problems of the relation of every part
of the world to every other. When we concern ourselves
with the relation of the great nations to each other; the rela-
tion of the great to the small nations!; the relation of inter-
mixed ‘communities’, as in India, to each other: the relation
of parent nations to those which have originated as colonies;
the relation of the colonist to the native:; the relation be-
tween peoples of such areas as the West Indies, where com-
pulsion or economic inducement has brought together large
numbers of different races: behind all these perplexing ques-
tions, involving decisions to be made by mahy men every
day, there is the question of what culture is, and the ques-
tion whether it is anything that we can control or deliber-
ately influence. These questions confront us whenever we
devise a theory, or frame a policy, of education. If we take
culture seriously, we see that a people does not need merely
enough to eat (though even that is more than.we seem able
to ensure) but a proper and particular cursine: one sy mptom
of the decline of culture in Brifigh is indifference to the art
of preparing food. Culture may even be described simply as
that which makes life worth living. And it is what justifies
other peoples and other generations in sayving, when they
contemplate the remains and the influence of an extinet
civilisation, that it was worth while for that civilisation to
have existed.

I have already asserted, in my introduction, that no cul-
ture ‘can appear or develop except in relation to a religion.
But the use of the term relation here may easily lead us into

1 This point is touched upon, though without any discussion of the
meaning of ‘culture’. by E. I1. Carr: Conditions of Peace. Part 1, ch. iii.
He says: *in a clumsy but convenient terminology which originated in
Central Europe, we must distinguish between “cultural nation™ and
“state nation™. The existence of a more or less homogeneous racial or
linguistic group bound together by a common tradition and the cultiva-
tion of a common culture must cease to provide a prima facie case for
the setting up or the maintenance of an independent political unit.?
But Mr. Carr is here concerned with the problem of political unity,

rather than with that of the preservation of cultures, or the question
whether they are worth preserving, in the political unit .
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error. The facile assumption of a relationship between cul-
ture and religion is perhaps the most fundamental weakness
of Arnold’s Culture and Anarchy. Arnold gives the impres-
sion that Culture (as he uses the term) is something more
comprehensive than religion; that the latter is no more than
a necessary element, supplying ethical formation and some
emotional colour, to Culture which is the ultimate value.
It may have struck the reader that what I have said about
the development of culture, and about the dangers of dis-
integration when a culture has reached a highly developed
stage, may apply also in the history of religion. The develop-
ment of culture and the development of religion, in a society
uninfluenced from without, cannot be clearly isolated from
each other: and it will depend upon the bias of the particular
observer, whether a refinement of culture is held to be the
cause of progress in religion, or whether a progress in reli-
gion is held to be the cause of a refinement of the culture.
What perhaps influences us towards treating religion and
culture as two different things is the history of the penetra-
tion of Graeco-Roman culture by the Christian Faith—a
penetration which had profound effects both upon that cul-
ture and upon the course of development taken by Christian
thought and practice. But the culture with which primitive
Christianity came into contact (as well as that of the environ-
ment in which Christianity took its origins) was itself a reli-
gious culture in decline. So, while we believe that the same
religion may inform a variety of cultures, we may ask
whether any culture could come into being, or maintain it-
self, without a religious basis. We may go further and ask
whether what we call the culture, and what we call the
religion, of a people are not different aspects of the same
thing: the culture being, essentially, the incarnation (so to
speak) of the religion of a people. To put the matter in this
way may throw light on my reservations concerning the
word relation.
As a society develops, a greater number of degrees and
kinds of religious capacity and function—as well as of other
capacities and functions—will make their appearance. It is
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to be noticed that in some religions the diﬂorpntiut-iun has
been so wide that there have resulted in effect two religions
—one for the populace and one for the adepts. The ev?ls of
‘two nations’ in religion are obvious. Christianity has resisted
this malady better than Hinduism. The schisms of the six-
teenth century, and the subsequent multiplication of sects,
can be studied either as the history of division of religious
thought, or as a struggle between opposing social groups—
as the variation of doctrine, or as the disintegration of Euro-
pean culture. Yet, while these wide divergences of belief on
the same level are lamentable, the Faith cén, and must, find
room for many degrees of jntellectual, imaginative and
emotional receptivity to the same doctrines, iiust as it can

, embrace many variations of order and ritual. The Christian

Faith also, psychologically considered—as systems of beliefs
a{ltl attitudes in particular embodied minds—will have a
hl:\‘lUI‘}“: though it would be a gross error to suppose that the
sense in which it can be spoken of as developing and
changing, implies the possibility of greater sanctity or divine
illumination becoming available to human beings through
collective progress. (We do not assume that lhcr: is, over a
long period, progress even in art, or that ‘primitive’ art is,
as art, necessarily inferior to the more sophisticated.) But
one of the features of developtent, whether we are taking
the religious or the cultural point of view, is the appearance
of scepticism—by which, of course, I do not mean infidelity
or destructiveness (still less the unbelief which is due to
mental sloth) but the habit of examining evidence and the
capacity for delayed decision. Scepticism is a highly civilised
trait, though, when it declines into pyrrhonism, it is one of
which civilisation can die. Where scepticism is strength,
pyrrhonism is weakness: for we need not only the streneth
to defer a decision, but the strength to make one. =
The conception of culture and religion as being, when
each term is taken in the right context, different aspects of
l!m same thing, is one which requires a good deal of explana-
tion. But I should like to suggest first, that it provides us
with the means of combating two complementary errors.

29




Director's Office records: Member files: Box 36: Eliot, TS [Administrative]
From the Shelby White and Leon Levy Archives Center, Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, NJ, USA

The Three Senses of ‘Culture’

The one more widely held is that culture can be preserved,
extended and developed in the absence of religion. This
error may be held by the Christian in common with the
infidel, and its proper refutation would require an historical
analysis of considerable refinement, because the truth is not
immediately apparent, and may seem even to be contra-
dicted by appearances: a culture may linger on, and indeed
produce some of its most brilliant artistic and other successes
after the religious faith has fallen into decay. The other
error is the belief that the preservation and maintenance of
religion need not reckon with the preservation and main-
tenance of culture: a belief which may even lead to the
rejection of the products of culture as frivolous obstruc-
tions to the spiritual life. To be in a position to reject this
error, as with the other, requires us to take a distant view;
to refuse to accept the conclusion, when the culture that we
see is a culture in decline, that culture is something to which
we can afford to remain indifferent. And I must add that to
see the unity of culture and religion in this way neither
implies that all the products of art can be accepted uneriti-
cally, nor provides a criterion by which everybody can im-
mediately distinguish between them. Aesthetic sensibility
must be extended into spirieual perception, and spiritual
perception must be extended into aesthetic sensibility and
disciplined taste before we are qualified to pass judgment
upon decadence or diabolism or nihilism in art. To judge a
work of art by artistic or by religious standards, to judge
a religion by religious or artistic standards should come in
the end to the same thing: though it is an end at which no
individual can arrive.

The way of looking at culture and religion which I have
been trying to adumbrate is so difficult that [ am not sure
1 grasp it myself except in flashes, ar that T comprehend all
its implications. It is also one which involves the risk of
error al every moment, by some unperceived alteration of
the meaning which either term has when the two are
coupled in this way, into some meaning which either may
have when taken alone. It holds good only in the sense in
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which people are unconscious of ‘both their culture and their
religion. Anyone with even the slightest religious conscious-
ness must be afflicted from time to time by the contrast be-
tween his religious faith and his behaviour: anyone with the
taste that individual or group culture confers must be aware
of values which he cannot call religious. And both ‘religion’
and ‘culture’, besides meaning different things from each
other, should mean for the individual and for the group
something towards which they strive, not merely something
which they possess. Yet there is an aspect in which we can
see a religion as the whole way of life of a people, from birth
to the grave, from morning to night and even in sleep, and
that way of life is also its culture. And at+he same time we
must recognise that when this identification is complete, it
means in actual societies both an inferior culture and an
inferior religion. A universal religion is at least potentially
higher than one which any race or nation claims exclusively
for itself: and a culture realising a religion also realised in
other cultures is at least potentially a higher culture than
one which has a religion exclusively to itself. From one
point of view we may identify: from another, we must
separate. d

Taking now the point of view of identification, the reader
must remind himself as the author has constantly to do, of
how much is here embraced by the term culture. It includes
all the characteristic activities and interests of a people: Derby

Day, Henley Regatta, Cowes, the twelfth of August, a cup-

final, the dog races, the pin table, the dart board, Wensleydale
cheese, boiled cabbage cut into sections, beetroot in vinegar,
nineteenth-century Gothic churches and the music of Elgar.
The reader can make his own list. And then we have to face
the strange idea that what is part of our culture is also a part
of our lived religion.

We must not think of our culture as completely unified—
my list above was designed to avoid that suggéstion. And
the actual religion of no Furopean people has ever been
purely Christian, or purely anthing else. There are always
bits and traces of more primitive faiths, more or less
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absorbed; there is always the tendency towards parasitic
beliefs; there are always perversions, as when patriotism,
which pertains to natural religion and is therefore licit and
even encouraged by the Chuich, becomes exaggerated into
a caricature of itself. And it is only too easy for a people to
maintain contradictory beliefs and to propitiate mutually
antagonistic powers.

The reflection that what we believe is not merely what
we formulate and subscribe to, but that behaviour is also
belief, and that even the most conscious and developed of us
live also at the level on which belief and behaviour cannot
be distinguished, is one that may, once we allow our imagi-
nation to play upon it, be very disconcerting. It gives an
importance to our most trivial pursuits, to the occupation of
our every minute, which we cannot coritemplate long with-
out the horror of nightmare. When we consider thcqudhl\
of the integration lequned for the full cultivation of the
spiritual Ilh—', we must keep in mind the possibility of grace
and the ‘exemplars of sanctity in order not to sink into
despair. And when we consider the problem of evangelisa-
tion, of the development of a Christian society, we have
reason to quail. To believe that we are religious people and
that other people are without religion is a simplification
which approaches distortion. To reflect that from one point
of view religion is culture, and from another point of view
culture is religion, can be very disturbing. To ask whether
the people have not a religion already, in which Derby Day
and the dog track play their parts, is embarrassing; so is the
sugoulmn that part of the religion of the higher (’CL]L‘sl( istic
is gaiters and the Alhcnaeum. It is inconvenient for Chris-
tians to find that as Christians they do not believe enough,
and that on the other hand they, with everyhody else,
believe in too many things: yet this is a consequence of
reflecting, that bishops are a part of English culture, and
horses and dogs are a part of English religion.

It is commonly assumed that there is culture, but that it
is the property of a small section of society; and from this
assumption it is usual to proceed to one of two conclusions:

d&
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either that culture can only be the concern of a small
minorRy, and that therefore there is no place for it in the
society of the future: or that in the society of the future the
culture which has been the possession of the few must be
put at the disposal of everybody. This assumption and its
consequences remind us of the Puritan antipathy to monasti-
cism and the ascetic life: for just as a culture which is only
accessible to the few is now deprecated, so was the enclosed
and contemplative life condemned by extreme Protestan-
tism, and celibacy regarded with almost as much abhorrence
as perversion.

In order to apprehend the theory of religion and culture
which T have endeavoured to set forth in this chapter, we
have to try to avoid the two alternative errors: that of regard-
ing religion and culture as two separate things between
which there is a relation, and that of identifying religion and
culture. I spoke at one point of the culture of a people as an
incarnation of its religion; and while I am aware of the
temerity of employing such an exalted term, I cannot think
of any other which would convey so well the intention to
avoid relation on the one hand and identification on the
other. The truth, partial truth, or falsity of a religion neither
consists in the cultural achievements of the peoples I_n'nt'en‘ﬂling
that religion, nor submits to being exactly tested by them.
For what a people may be said to believe, as shown by its
behaviour, is, as I have said, always a great deal more and a
great deal less than its professed faith in its purity. Further-
more, a people whose culture has been formed together
with a religion of partial truth, may live that religion (at
some pcrmd in its history, at least) with greater hdelm than
another people which has a truer light. Iz is only when we
imagine our culture as it ought to be, if our society were a
really Christian society, that we can dare to speak of Chris-
tian culture as the highest culture; it is only by referring to
all the phases of this culture, which has been the culture of
Europe, that we can affirm that it is the highest culture that
the world has ever known. In comparing our culture as it is
to-day, with that of non-Christian peoples, we must be pre-
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pared to find that ours is in one respect or another inferior.
I do not overlook the possibility that Britain, if it consum-
mated its apostasy by reforming itself according to the pre-
scriptions of some mferlm or materlalhtlc 1‘01101011, might
W blossom into a culture more brilliant than that we can ahuw
to-day. That would not be evidence that the new religion
was true, and that Christianity was false. It would merely CHAPTER II
prove that any religion, while it lasts, and on its own level, -
gives an apparent meaning to life, provides the frame-work o .
fm' a culture, and protects the masapof humanity from bore- The Class al.ld the Elite
dom and deapau'

t would appear, according to the account of levels of
culture put forward in the previous chapter, that among
the more primitive societies, the higher types exhibit
more marked differentiations of function amongst their
members than the lower types! At a higher stage still, we
find that some functions are more honoured than others,
and this division promotes the development of classes, in
which higher honour and higher privilege are accorded, not
merely to the person as functionary but as member of the
class. And the class itself possesses a function, that of main-
taining that part of the total culture of the society which
- pertains to that class. We have to try to keep in mind, that
in a healthy society this maintenance of a particular level of
culture is to the benefit, not merely of the class which main-
tains it, but of the society as a whole. Awareness of this fact
will prevent us from supposing that the culture of a “higher’
class is something superfluous to society as a whole, or to the
majority, and from supposing that it is something which
ought to be shared equally by all other classes. It should also
remind the ‘higher’ class, in so far as any such exists, that
the survival of the culture in which it is particularly interest-
ed is dependent upon the health of the culture of the people.
It has now become a commonplace of contemporary
thinking, that a society thus articulated is not the highest
"1 am anxious to avoid speaking as if the evolution of primitive
culture to higher forms was a process which we knew by observation.
We observe the differences, we infer that some have developed from a

54 stage similar to that of the lower stages which we observe: but however
legitimate ourinference, I am here not concerned with that development.
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type to which we may aspire; but that it is indeed in the
nature of things for a progressive society eventually to over-
come these divisions, and that it is also within the power of
our conscious direction, and therefore a duty incumbent
upon us, to bring about a classless society. But while it is
generally supposed that class, in any sense which maintains
associations of the past, will disappear, it is now the opinion
of some of the most advanced minds that some qualitative
differences between individuals must still be recognised, and
that the superior individuals must be formed into suitable
groups, endowed with appropriate powers, and perhaps with
varied emoluments and honours. Those groups, formed of
individuals apt for powers of government and admin-
istration, will direct the public life of the nation; the indi-
viduals composing them will be spoken of as ‘leaders’.
There will be groups concerned with art, and groups con-
cerned with science, and groups concerned with philosophy,
as well as groups consisting of men of action: and these
groups are what we call élites.

It is obvious, that while in the present state of society
there is found the voluntary association of like-minded
individuals, and association based upon common material
interest, or common occupation or profession, the élites of
the future will differ in one important respect from any that
we know: they will replace the classes of the past, whose
positive functions they will assume. This transformation is
not always explicitly stated. There are some philosophers
who regard class divisions as intolerable, and others who
regard them merely as moribund. The latter may simply
ignore class, in their design for an élite-governed society,
and say that the élites will ‘be drawn from all sections of
society’. But it would seem that as we perfect the means for
identifying at an early age, educating for their future role,
and settling into positions of authority, the individuals who
will form the élites, all former class distinctions will become
a mere shadow or vestige, and the only social distinction of
rank will be between the élites and the rest of the commu-
nity, unless, as may happen, there is to be an order of pre-
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cedence and prestige amongst the several élites themselves.

However moderately and unobtrusively the doctrine of
élites is put, it implies a radical transformation of society.
Superficially, it appears to aim at no more than what we
must all desire—that all positions in society should be occu-
pied by those who are best fitted to exercise the functions of
the positions. We have all observed individuals occupying
situations in life for which neither their character nor their
intellect qualified them, and so placed only through nominal
eduction, or birth or consanguinity. No honest man but is
vexed by such a spectacle. But the doctrine of élites implies a
good deal more than the rectification of such injustice. It
posits an atornic view of society.

The philosopher whose views on the subject of élites
deserve the closest attention, both for their own value and
because of the influence they exert, is the late Dr. Karl
Mannheim. It is, for that matter, Dr. Mannheim who has
founded the fortunes, in this country} of the term élite. I
must remark that Dr. Mannheim’s description of culture is
different from that given in the previous chapter of this
essay. He says (Man and Society, p. 81):

A sociological investigation of culture in liberal society must begin
with the life of those who create culture, i.e. the intelligentsia and
their position within society as a whole.

According to the account which I have given, a ‘culture’ is
conceived as the creation of the society as a whole: being,
from another aspect, that which makes it a society. It is not
the creation of any one part of that society. The function of
what Dr. Mannheim would call the culture-creating groups,
according to my account, would be rather to bring about a
further development of the culture in organic complexity:
culture at a more conscious level, but still the same culture.

This higher level of culture must bé thought of both as

valuable in itself, and as enriching e&the lower levels: thus

the movement of culture would proceed in a kind of cycle,
each class nourishing the others.

This is, already, a difference of some importance. My next
57
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observation is that Dr. Mannheim is concerned rather with
élites than with an élite,

We may distinguish fhe says, in Man and Society, p. 82) the fellow-
Ing types of élites: the political, the organising, the intellectual. the
artistic, the moral and the religious. Whereas the political and organi-
sing élites aim at integrating a great number of individual wills, it is
the function of the intellectual, aesthetic, and moral-religious élites to
sublimate those psychic energies which society, in the daily struggle for
existence, does not fully exhaust,

This departmentalisation of élites already exists, to some
extent; and to some extent it is a necessary and a good thing.
But, so tzu-' as 1t can be observed to exist, it is not altogether
a good thing. T have suggested elsewhere that a growing
weakness of our culture has been the increasing isolation of
e o

élites from each other, so that the political, the philosophical,
the artistic, the scientific, are separated to the great loss of
(eflcll Uf-th(-mZ not merely through the arrest of any general
circulation of ideas, but through the lack of those contacts
and mutual' influences at a less conscious level. which are
perhaps even more important than ideas. The problem of
the formation, preservation and development of the élites is
therefore also the problem of the formation, preservation
and development of the élite, a problem upon which Dr.
Mannheim does not touch.

As an introduction to this problem, I must draw attention
to another difference between my view and that of Dr.
Mannheim. He observes, in a passage which I think contains
a profound truth (p. 85):

i The crisis of culture in liberal-democratic society is due, in the
first place, to the fact that the fundamental social processes, which
previously favoured the development of the culturally creative ¢lites,
nm’\"hmfe the opposite effect, i.e. have become obstacles to the forming
of élites because wider sections of the population take an active part in
cultural activities. ;

I cannot, of course, admit the last clause of this sentence as
it stands_:. According to my view of culture, the whole of the
population should “take an active part in cultural activities’—

not all in the same activities or on the same level. What this
58
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clause means, in my terms, is that an increasing proportion
of the population is concerned with group culture. This
comes about, I think Dr. Mannheim would agree, through
the gradual alteration of the class-structure. But at this
point it seems to me that Dr. Mannheim begins to confuse
élite with elass. For he says (p. 89):

If one calls to mind the essential forms of selecting élites which up

to the present have appeared on the historical scene, three principles
can be distinguished: selection on the basis of blood, property and
achicvement., Aristocratic society, especially after it had entrenched it-
self, chose its élites primarily on the blood principle. Bourgeois society
gradually introduced, as a supplement, the principle of wealth, a
principle which also obtained for the intellectual élite, inasmuch as
education was more or less available only to the offspring of the well-
to-do. It is, of course, true that the principle of achievement was com-
bined with the two other principles in earlier periods, but it is the
important contribution of modern democracy as long as it is rigorous,
that the achievement principle increasingly tends to become the
criterion of social success.
I am ready to accept, in a rough and ready way, this account
of three historical periods. But I would remark that we are
here not concerned with élites but with classes or, more pre-
cisely, with the evolution from a class to a classless society.
It seems to me that at the stage of the sharpest division into
classes we can distinguish an élite also. Are we to believe
that the artists of the middle ages were all men of noble
rank, or that the hierarchy and the statesmen were all
selected according to their pedigrees?

I do not think that this is what Dr. Mannheim wishes us
to believe; but I think that he is confusing the élites with
the dominant section of society which the élites served,
from which they took their colour, and into which some of
their individual members were recruited. The general
scheme of the transition of society, in the last five hundred
years or so, is usually accepted, and I have no interest in
questioning it. I would only propose one qualification. At the
stage of dominance of bourgeots society (I think it would be
better to say, for this country, ‘upper middle class society’)
there is a difference applying particularly to England. How-
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ever powerful it was—for its power is now commonly said
to be passing—it would not have been what it was, without
the existence of a class above it, from which it drew some of
its ideals and some of its criteria, and to the condition of
which its more ambitious members aspired. This gives it a
difference in kind from the aristocratic society which pre-
ceded it, and from the mass-society which is expected to
follow it.

I now come to another passage in Dr. Mannheim’s discus-
sion, which seems to me profoundly true. His intellectual
integrity prevents him from dissimulating the gloom of our
present position; but he succeeds, so far as I can judge, in
communicating to most of his readers a feeling of active
hopefulness, by infecting them with his own passionate
faith in the possibilities of ‘planning’. Yet he says quite
clearly:

We have no clear idea how the selection of élites would work in an
open mass society in which only the principle of achievement mattered.
It is possible that in such a society, the succession of the élites wonld
take place much too rapidly and social continuity which is essentially
due to the slow and gradual broadening of the influence of the dopi-
nant groups would be lacking in it.?

This raises a problem of the lirst importance to my present
discussion, with which 1 do not think Dr. Mannheim has
dealt in any detail: that of the transmission of culture.

When we are concerned with the history of certain parts
of culture, such as the history of art, or of literature, or of
philosophy, we naturally isolate a particular class of pheno-
mena; though there has been a movement, which has pro-
duced books of interest and value, to relate these subjects
more closely to a general social history. But even such
accounts are usually only the history of one class of pheno-
mena interpreted in the light of the history of another class
of phenomena and, like that of Dr. Mannheim, tend to take
a more limited view of culture than that adopted here.

1 Dr. Mannheim proceeds to call attention to a tendency in mass-
society to renounce even the achievement principle. This passage is
important: but as I agree with him that the dangers from this are still
more alarming, it is unnecessary to quote it here.
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What we have to consider is the parts played by the élite
and by the class in the transmission of culture from one
generation to the next.

We must remind ourselves of the danger, mentioned in
the previous chapter, of identifying culture with the sum of
distinct cultural activities; and if we avoid this identification
we shall also decline to identify our group culture with the
sum of the activities of Dr. Mannheim’s élites. The anthro-
pologist may study the social system, the economics, the arts,
and the religion of a particular tribe, he may even study
their psychological peculiarities: but it is not merely by
observing in detail all of these manifestations, and grasping
them together, that he will approach to an understanding
of the culture. For to understand the culture is to under-
stand the people, and this means an imaginative understand-
ing. Such understanding cam never be complete: either it is
abstract—and the essence escapes—or else it is Jved: and in
so far as it is lived, the student will tend to identify himself
so completely with the people whom he studies, that he will
lose the point of view from which it was worth while and
possible to study it. Understanding involves an arca more
extensive than that of which one can be conscious: one
cannot be outside and inside at the same time. What we
ordinarily mean by understanding of another people, of
course, is an approximation towards understanding which
stops short at the point at which the student would begin to
lose some essential of his own culture. The man who, in
order to understand the inner world of a cannibal tribe, has
partaken of the practice of cannibalism, has probably gone
too far: he can never quite be one of his own folk again.?

I have raised this question, however, solely in support of
my contention that culture is not merely the sum of several
activities, but a way of life. Now the specialist of genius, who
may be fully qualified on the ground of his vocational attain-
ment for membership of one of Dr. Mannheim’s élites, may
very well not be one of the ‘cultured persons’ representative
of group culture. As I have said before, he may be only a

1 Joseph Conrad’s Heart of Darkness gives a hint of something similar.
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highly valued contributor to it. Yet group culture, as observ-
able in the past, has never been co-extensive with class,
whether an aristocracy or an upper middle class. A very
large number of members of these classes al\\'a_\,-s.ha\'e been
conspicuously deficient in ‘culture’. I think that in the past
the repository of this culture has been the élite, the major
part of which was drawn from the dominant class of th({
time, constituting the primary consumers of the work of
thought and art produced by the minority members, who
will have originated from various classes, including that
class itsell. The units of this majority will, some of them, be
individuals; others will be families. But the individuals from
the dominant class who compose the nucleus of the cultural
élite must not thereby be cut off from the class to which they
helong, for without their membership of that class llu_'-‘\'
would not have their part to play. It is their function, in
relation to the producers, to transmit the culture which they
have inherited; just as it is their function, in relation to the
rest of their class, to keep it from ossification. It is the func-
tion of the class a a whole to preserve and communicate
standards of manners—which are a vital element in group
culture.! It is the function of the superior members and
superior families to preserve the group culture, as it is the
function of the producers to alter it.

In an élite composed of individuals who find their way
into it solely for their individual pre-eminence, the differ-
ences of haci&;z;muml will be so great, that they will be united
only by their common interests, and separated by every-
llli;lg else. An élite must therefore be attached to_some class,
whether higher or lower: but so long as there are classes at
all it is likely to be the dominant class that attragts this élite
to itself. What would happen in a classless society—which is
much more difficult to envisage than people think—brings

1 To avoid misunderstanding at this point, it should be observed that
I do not assume that ‘good manners” should be peculiar to any one
stratum of society. In a healthy society. good manners SI]Olll.li be found
throughout. But as we distinguish between the meanings of “culture” at
the several levels, so we distinguish also between the meanings of more
and less conscious ‘good manners’.
42
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us into the area of conjecture. There are, however, some
guesses which seem to me worth venturing.

The primary channel of transmission of culture is the
family: no man wholly escapes from the kind, or wholly sur-
passes the degree, of culture which he acquired from his
early environment. Tt would not do to suggest that this can
bhe the only channel of transmission: in a society of any com-
plexity it is supplemented and continued by other conduits
of trddition. Even in relatively primitive societies this is so.
In more civilised communities of specialised activities, in
which not all the sons would follow the occupation of their
father, the apprentice (ideally, at least) did not merely serve
his master, and did not merely learn from him as one would
learn at a technical school—he became assimilated into a
way of life which went with that particular trade or craft;
and perhaps the lost secret of the craft is this, that not merely
a skill but an entire way of life was transmitted. Culture—
distinguishable from l\nn\\'.]m!f_:(- about culture—ywas trans-
mitted by the older universities: young men have profited
there swho have been profitless students, and who have ac-
quired no taste for learning, or for Gothic architecture, or
for college ritual and form. I suppose that something of the
same sort is transmitted also by societies of the masonic type:
for initiation is an introduction into a way of life, of however
restricted viability, received from the past and to be perpetu-
ated in the future. But by far the most important channel of
transmission of culture remains the family: and when
family life fails to play its part, we must expect our culture
to deteriorate. Now the family is an institution of which
nearly everybody speaks well: but it is advisable to remem-
ber that this is a term that may vary in extension. In the
present age it means little more than the living members.
Even of living members, it is a rare exception &hen an
advertisement depicts a large family or three generations:
the usual family on the hoardings consists of two parents
and one or two young children. What is held up for admira-
tion is not devotion to a family, but personal affection be-
tween the members of it: and the smaller the family, the
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more easily can this personal affection be sentimentalised
But when I speak of the family, I have in mind a bond
which embraces a longer period of time than this: a piety
towards the dead, however obscure, and a solicitude for the
unborn, however remote. Unless this reverence for past and
future is cultivated in the home, it can never be more than
a verbal convention in the community. Such an interest in
the past is different from the vanities and pretensions of
genealogy; such a responsibility for the future is different
from that of the builder of social programmes.

I should say then that in a vigorous society there will be
visible both class and élite, with some ove ll.mpm'r and con-
stant interaction between them. An élite, it it is a governing
élite, and so far as the natural impulse to pass on to one’s
offspring both power and prestige is not artificially checked,
will tend to establish itself as a class—it is this metamorpho-
sis, I think, which leads to whatappears to me an oversight
on the part of Dr. Mannheim. But an élite which thus trans-
forms itself tends to lose its function as élite, for the qualities
by which the original members won their position, will not
all be transmitted equally to their descendants. On the other
hand, we have to consider what would be the consequence
when the converse took place, and we had a society in which
the functions of class were assumed by élites, Dr. Mannheim
seems to have believed that this will happen: he showed him-

2 ?
Welf, as a passage which I have quoted shews, aware of the
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dangers; and he does not appear to have been ready to pro-
pose definite safeguards against them.

The situation of a society without classes, and dominated
exclusively by élites is, I submit, one about which we have
no reliable evidence. By such a society, I suppose we must
mean one in which every individual starts without advan-
tage or handicap; and in which, by some mechanism set up
by the best designers of such machinery, everybody will find
his way, or be directed, to that station of life which he is best
fitted to fill, and every position will be occupied by the man
or woman best fitted for it. Of course, not even the most
sanguine would expect the system to work as well as that:
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if, by and large, it seemed to come nearer to putting the
right people in the right places than any previous system,
we should all be satisfied. \When [ say ‘dominated’, rather
than ‘governed’ by élites, I mean that such a society must
not be content to be governed by the right people: it must
see that the ablest artists and architects rise to the top, influ-
ence taste, and execute the important public commissions;
it must do the same by the other arts and by science; and
above all, perhaps, it must be such that the ablest minds will
find expression in speculative thought. The system must not
only do all this for society in a particular situation—it must
£o on doing it, generation after generation. It would be folly
to deny that in a particular phase of a country’s develop-
ment, and for a limited purpose, an élite can do a very good
job. It may, by expelling a previous governing group, which
in contrast to itself may be a class, save or reform or revita-
lise the national life. Such things have happened. But we
have wr\ little evidence about llm perpetuation of govern-
ment by élite, and such as we have is unsatisfactory. A con-
siderable time must elapse before we can draw any illustra-
tion from Russia. Russia is a rude and vigorous countrys: it is
also a very big country; and it will need a long period of
peace and internal development. Three things may happen.
Russia may show us how a stable government and a flourish-
ing culture can be transmitted only through élites; it may
lapse into oriental lethargy:; or the governing élite may
follow the course of other governing élites and become a
governing class. Nor can we rely upon any evidence from
the United States of America. The real revolution in that
country was not what is called the Revolution in the history
books, but is a consequence of the Civil War; after which
arose a plutocratic élite; after which the expansion and
material development of the country was accelerated; after
which was swollen that stream of mixed immigration, bring-
ing (or rather multiplying) the danger of development into
a caste system! which has not yet been quite dispelled. For

11 believe that the essential difference between a caste and a class

system is that the basis of the former is a difference such that the
dominant class comes to consider itself a superior race.
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the sociologist, the evidence from America is not yet ripe.
Our other evidence for government by élite comes chiefly
from France. A governing class, which, during a long period
in which the Throne was all-powerful, had ceased to govern,
was reduced to the ordinary level of citizenship. Modern
France has had no governing class: her political life in the
Third Republic, whatever else we may say of it, was wn-
settled. And here we may remark that when a dominant
class, however badly it has performed its function, is forcibly
removed, its function is not wholly taken over by any other.
The “flight of the wild geese’ is perhaps a symbol of the
harm that England has done to Ireland—more serious, from
this point of view, than the massacres of Cromwell, or any
of the grievances which the Irish most gladly recall. It may
be, too, that England has done more harm to Wales and
Scotland by gently attracting their upper classes to certain
public schools, than by the wrongs (some real, some imagin-
ary, some misunderstood) voiced by their respective national-
ists. But here again, I wish to reserve judgment about
Russia. That country, at the time of its revolution, mayestill
have been at so early a stage of its development, that the
removal of its upper class may prove not only not to have
arrested that development but to have stimulated it. There
are, however, some grounds for believing that the elimina-
tion of an upper class at a more developed stage can be a
disaster for a country: and most certainly when that removal

‘1s due to the intervention of another nation.

I have, in the preceding paragraphs, been speaking
mainly of the ‘governing class’ and the ‘governing élite’.
But I must remind the reader again that in concerning our-
selves with class versus élite, we are concerned with the total
culture of a country, and that involves a good deal more than
government. We can yield ourselves with some confidence
to a governing ¢lite, as the republican Romans surrendered
power to dictators, so long as we have in view a defined
purpose in a crisis—and a crisis may last a long time. This
limited purpose also makes it possible to choose the ¢lite, for
we know what we are choosing it for. But, if we are looking
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for a way to select the right people to constitute every élite,
for an indefinite future, by what mechanism are we to do
this? If our *purpose’ is only to get the best people, in every
walk of life, to the top, we lack a criterion of who are the
best people; or, if we impose a criterion, it will have an
oppressive effect upon novelty. The new work of genius,
whether in art, science or philosophy, frequently meets with
opposition.

All that concerns me at the moment is the question
whether, by education alone, we can ensure the transmission
of culture in a society in which some educationists appear in-
different to class distinctions, and from which some other
educationists appear to want to remove class distinctions
altogether. There is, in any case, a danger of interpreting
‘education’ to cover both too much and too little: too little,
when it implies that education is limited to what can be
taught; too much, when it implies that everything worth pre-
serving can be transmitted by teaching. In the society
desired by some reformers, what the family can transmit
will be limited to the minimum, especially if the child is to
be, as Mr. H. C. Dent hopes, manipulated by a unified
educational system ‘from the cradle to the grave'. And un-
less the child is classified, by the officials who will have the
task of sorting him out, as being just like his father, he will
be brought up in a different—not necessarily a better, be-
cause all will be equally good, but a different—school
environment, and trained on what the official opinion of
the moment considers to be ‘the genuinely democratic
lines’. The élites, in consequence, will consist solely of indi-
viduals whose only common bond will be their professional
interest: with no social cohesion, with no social continuity.
They will be united only by a part, and that the most
conscious part, of their personalities: they will meet like
committees. The greater part of their ‘culture’ will be only
what they share with all the other individuals composing
their nation.

The case for a society with a class structure, the affirma-
tion that it is, in some sense, the ‘natural’ society, is preju-
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diced if we allow ourselves to be hypnotised by the two i - . Ov)m
' A oy And once again I must repeat, that the ‘conditions of [
contrasted terms aristocracy and democracy. The whole

. o 54 ; . culture’ which I set forth do not necessarilv pr
problem is falsified if we use these terms antithetically. hinher s lich Tas y produce the
What I have advanced is not a ‘defence of a1":4[()('["1(‘\"74:11 JBoR CivLisAtoR: © assett anly that whon they are absent,
e d 1 i L RROCEARY P the higher civilisation is unlikely to be found.
emphasis upon the importance of one organ of society.

Rather it is a plea on behalf of a form of society in which an
aristocracy should have a peculiar and essential function, as
peculiar and essential as the function of any other part of
society. What is important is a structure of society in which
there will be, from ‘top’ to “bottom’, a continuous gradation
of cultural levels: it is important to remember that we
should not consider the upper levels as possessing more cul-

’ ture than the lower, but as representing a more conscious FROM ; l
culture and a greater specialisation of culture. I incline to 5 ROBERT Mae! £re e e f L
. believe that no true democracy can maintain itself unless it l -8 AUG 1048
contains these different levels of culture. The levels of cul- UNIVERS! | #ivesd
ture may also be seen as levels of power, to the extent that ANNIESLAND, BLARBOW
a smaller group at a higher level will have equal power _
with a larger group at a lower level; for it may be argued ‘ /_\

that complete equality means universal irresponsibility; and
in such a society as I envisage, each individual would inherit

E greater or less responsibility towards the commonwealth, I."s
2 according to the position in society which he inherited D‘/‘P’é.
each class would have somewhat different responsibilities. I
A democracy in which everybody had an equal responsibility % (g g.
in everything would be oppressive for the conscientious and ; f Z”
licentious for the rest.
There are other grounds upon which a graded society can
be defended: and I hope, in general, that this essay will /

suggest lines of thought that I shall not myself explore; but
I must constantly remind the reader of the limits of my sub-
ject. If we agree that the primary vehicle for the trans-
mission of culture is the family, and if we agree that in a
more highly civilised society there must be different levels
of culture, then it {ollows that to ensure the transmission of
the culture of these different levels there must be groups of
families persisting, from generation to generation, each in
the same way of life.
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CHAPTER III

Unity and Diversity: The Region

A diversification among human communities is essential for the provi-
sion of the incentive and material for the Odyssey of the human spirit.
Other nations of different habits are not enemies: they are godsends.
Men require of their neighbours something sufficiently akin to be under-
stood, something sufficiently different to provoke attention, and some-
thing great enough to command admiration.

A. N. WHITEHEAD: Science and the Modern Horld

t is a recurrent theme of this essay, that a people should

be neither too united nor too divided, if its culture is to

flourish. Fxcess of unity may be due to barbarism and
may lead to tyranny; excess of division may be due to deca-
dence and may also lead to tyranny: either excess will pre-
vent further development in culture. The proper degree of
unity and of diversity cannot be determined for all peoples
at all times. We can only state and illustrate some depart-
ments in which excess or defect is dangerous: what is neces-
sary, beneficial or deleterious for a particular people at a
particular time, must be left to the wisdom of the sage and
the insight of the statesman. Neither a classless society, nor
a society of strict and impenetrable social barriers is good;
each class should have constant additions and defections; the
classes, while remaining distinct, should be able to mix
freely; and they should all have a community of culture
with each other which will give them something in common,
more fundamental than the community which each class
has with its counterpart in another society. In the previous
chapter we considered the special developments of culture
by class: we have now to consider the special developments
of culture by region.
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Of the advantages of administrative and sentimental
unity we hardly need to be reminded, after the experience
of war; but it is often assumed that the unity of wartime
should be preserved in time of peace. Amongst any people
engaged in warfare, especially when the war appears, or can
be made to appear, purely defensive, we may eéxpect a spon-
taneous unity of sentiment which is genuine, an affectation
of it on the part of those who merely wish to escape odium,
and, from all, submission to the commands of the constituted
authorities. We should hope to find the same harmony and
docility among the survivors of a shipwreck adrift in a life-
boat. People often express regret that the same unity,
self-sacrifice and fraternity which prevail in an emergency,
cannot survive the emergency itself. Most audiences at
Barrie’s play, The Admirable Crichton, have drawn the
inference that the social organisation on the island was right,
and that the social organisation at the country seat was
wrong: I am not sure that Barrie’s play is not susceptible of
a different interpretation. We must distinguish at all events
between the kind of unity which is necessary in an emer-
gency, and that which is appropriate for the development of
culture in a nation at peace. It is conceivable, of course, that
a period of ‘peace’ may be a period of preparation for war, or
of continuation of warfare in another form: in which situa-
tion we may expect a deliberate stimulation of patriotic
sentiment and a rigorous central government control. It
might be expected, too, in such a period, that ‘economic
warfare’ would be conducted by strict government discipline,
not left to the guerillas and privateers of enterprise. But I
am concerned here with the kind and degree of unity
desirable in a country which is at peace with other countries:
for if we cannot have periods of real peace, it is futile to hope
for culture at all. The kind of unity with which I am con-
cerned is not expressible as a common enthusiasm or a
common purpose: enthusiasms and purposes are always
transient.

The unity with which I am concerned must be largely
unconscious, and therefore can perhaps be best approached
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through a consideration of the useful diversities. Here I have
to do with diversity of region. It is important that a man
should feel himself to be, not merely a citizen of a particular
nation, but a citizen of a particular part of his country, with
local loyalties. These, like loyalty to class, arise out of loyalty
to the family. Certainly, an individual may develop the
warmest devotion to a place in which he was not born, and
to a community with which he has no ancestral ties. But I
think we should agree that there would be something artifi-
cial, something a little too conscious, about a community of
people with strong local feeling, all of whom had come from.
somewhere else. I think we should say that we must wait
for a generation or two for a loyalty which the inhabitants
had inherited, and which was not the result of a conscious
choice. On the whole, it would appear to be for the best that
the great majority of human beings shoultl go on living in
the place in which they were born. Family, class and ln(:al
loyalty all support each other; and if one of these decays, the
others will suffer also.

The problem of ‘regionalism’ is seldom contemplated in
its proper perspective. I introduce the term ‘regionalism’
deliberately, because of the associations which it is apt to
conjure up. It means, I think, to most people, the conception
of some small group of local malcontents conducting a politi-
cal agitation which, because it is not formidable, is regarded
as ludicrous—for any movement for what is assumed to be a
lost cause always excites ridicule. We expect to find ‘regiona-
lists” attempting to revive some language which is disappear-
ing and ought to disappear; or to revive customs of a by-
gone age which have lost all significance; or to obstruct the
inevitable and accepted progress of mechanisation and large-
scale industry. The champions of local tradition, indeed,
often fail to make the best of their case; and when, as some-
times happens, they are most vigorously opposed and derided
by others among their own people, the outsider feels that he
has no reason to take them seriously. They sometimes mis-
conceive their own case. They are inclined to formulate the
remedy wholly in political terms; and as they may be politi-
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cally inexperienced, and at the same time are agitated by
deeper than political motives, their programmes may be
patently impracticable. And when they put forward an
economic programme, there, too, they are handicapped by
having motives which go deeper than economics, in contrast
with men who have the reputation of being practical.
Furthermore, the usual regionalist is concerned solely with
the interests of his own region, and thereby suggests to his
neighbour across the border, that what is to the interest of
one must be to the disadvantage of the other. The English-
man, for instance, does not ordinarily think of England as a
“region’ in the way that a Scottish or Welsh national can
think of Scotland or Wales: and as it is not made clear to him
that his interests also are involved, his sympathies are not
enlisted. Thus the Englishman may identify his own interests
with a tendency to obliterate local and racial distinctions,
which is as harmful to his own culture as to those of his
neighbours. Until the case is generalised, therefore, it it not
likely to meet with a fair hearing.

At this point the professed regionalist, if he reads these
pages, may suspect that I am playing a trick which he sees
through. What I am up to, he may think, is trying to deny
him the political and economic autonomy of his region, and
appease him by offering him a substitute, ‘cultural auto-
nomy’, which, because it is divorced from political and
economic power, will only be a shadow of the real thing. I am
quite aware that the political, the economic and the cultural
problems cannot be isolated from each other. I am quite
aware that any local ‘cultural revival’ which left the political
and economic framework unaffected, would hardly be more
than an artificially sustained antiquarianism: what is wanted
is not to restore a vanished, or to revive a vanishing culture
under modern conditions which make it impossible, but to
grow a contemporary culture from the old roots. But the
political and economic conditions of healthy regionalism are
not the concern of the present essay; nor are they matters
on which I am qualified to pronounce. Nor, I think, should
the political or the economic problem be the primary
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concern of the true regionalist. The absolute value is that each
area should have its characteristic culture, which should also
harmonise with, and enrich, the cultures of the neighbour-
ing areas. In order to realise this value it is necessary to
investigate political and economic alternatives to centralisa-
tion in London or elsewhere: and here, it is a question of the
possible—of what can be done which will support this abso-
lute valuge of culture, without injury to the island as a whole
and by consequence to that part of it also in which the
regionalist is interested. But this is beyond my scope.

We are, you will have noticed, primarily concerned with
the particular constellation of cultures which is found in the
British Isles. The clearest among the differences to be con-
sidered is that of the areas which still possess languages of
their own. Even this division is not so simple as it looks: for

“a people (like the English-speaking Irish) which has lost its

language may preserve enough of the structure, idiom,
intonation and rhythm of its original tongue (vocabulary is
of minor importance) for its speech and writing to have
qualities not elsewhere found in the language of its adop-
tion. And on the other hand a ‘dialect’ may preserve the
vestiges, on the lowest level of culture, of a variety of the
language which once had equal status with any. But the un-
mistakable satellite culture is one which preserves its lan-
guage, but which is so closely associated with,'and dependent
upon, another, that not only certain classes of the popula-
tion, but all of them, have to be bi-lingual. It differs from
the culture of the independent small nation in this respect,
that in the latter it is usually only necessary for some classes
to know another language: and in the independent small
nation, those who need to know one foreign language are
likely to need two or three: so that the pull towards one
foreign culture will be balanced by the attraction of at least
one other. A nation of weaker culture may be under the
influence of one or another stronger culture at different
periods: a true satellite culture is one which, for geographi-
cal and other reasons, has a permanent relation to a stronger
one.
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When we consider what I call the satellite culture, we
find two reasons against consenting to its complete absorption
into the stronger culture. The first objection is one so pro-
found that it must simply be accepted: it is the instinct of
every living thing to persist in its own being. The resent-
ment against absorption is sometimes most strongly felt, and
most loudly voiced, by those individuals in whom it is united
with an unacknowledged awareness of inferiority or failure;
and on the other hand it is often repudiated by those indivi-

‘duals for whom adoption into the stronger culture has meant

success—greater power, prestige or wealth than could have
been theirs had their fortunes been circumscribed by their
area of origin.! But when the testimony of both these types
of individual has been discounted, we may say that any
vigorous small people wants to preserve its individuality.

The other reason for the preservation of local culture is
one which is also a reason for the satellite culture continuing
to be satellite, and not going so far as to try to cut itself off
completely. It is that the satellite exercises a considerable
influence upon the stronger culture: and so plays a larger
part in the world at large than it could in isolation. For Ire-
land, Scotland and Wales to cut themselves off completely
from England would be to cut themselves off from Europe
and the world, and no talk of auld alliances would help
matters. But it is the other side of the question that interests
me more, for it is the side that has received less acknowledg-
ment. It is that the survival of the satellite culture is of very
great value to the stronger culture. It would be no gain
whatever for English culture, for the Welsh, Scots and Irish
to become indistinguishable from Englishmen—what would
happen, of course, is that we should all become indistinguish-
able featureless ‘Britons’, at a lower level of culture than
that of any of the separate regions. On the contrary, it is of
great advantage for English culture to be constantly influ-
enced from Scotland, Ireland and Wales.

1 Tt is not unknown, however, that the successful self-exile sometimes
manifests an exaggerated sentiment towards his native region, to which
he may return for his holidays, or to enjoy the affluent retirement of his

declining years.
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A people is judged by history according to its contribution
to the culture of other peoples flourishing at the same time
and according to its contribution to the cultures which arise
afterwards. It is from this point of view that I look at the
question of the preservation of languages—I am not inter-
ested in languages in an advanced state of decay (that is to
say, when they are no longer adequate to the needs of
expression of the more educated members of the commu-
nity). It is sorhetimes considered an advantage, and a source
of glory, that one’s own language should be a necessary
medium for as many foreigners as possible: I am not sure
that this popularity is without grave dangers for any lan-
guage. A less dubious advantage of certain languages which
are native to large numbers of people, is that they have be-
come, because of the work done by scientists and philoso-
phers who have thought in those languages, and because of
the traditions thus created, better vehicles than others for
scientific and abstract thought. The case for the more re-
stricted languages must be put on grounds which have less
immediate appeal.

The question we may ask about such a language as Welsh,
is whether it is of any value to the world at large, that it
should be used in Wales. But this is really as much as to ask
whether the Welsh, gua \Welsh, are of any use? not, of
course, as human beings, but as the preservers and con-
tinuers of a culture which is not English. The direct contri-
bution to poetry by Welshmen and men of Welsh extraction,
writing in English, is very considerable; and considerable
also is the influence of their poetry upon poets of different
racial origins. The fact that an extensive amount of poetry
has been written in the Welsh language, in the ages when
the English language was unknown in Wales, is of less direct
importance: for there appears no reason why this should not
be studied by those who will take the trouble to learn the
language, on the same terms as poetry written in Latin or
Greek. On the surface, there would seem to be every reason
why Welsh poets should compose in the English language
exclusively: for I know of no instance of a poet having
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reached the first rank in both languages; and the Welsh
influence upon English poetry has been the work chiefly of
Welsh poets who wrote only in English. But it must be
remembered, that for the transmission of a culture—a
peculiar way of thinking, feeling and behaving—and for its
maintenance, there is no safeguard more reliable than a
language. And to survive for this purpose it must continue
to be a literary language—not nece«arily a scientific lan-
guage but certainly a poetic one: otherw ise the ‘;pread of
education will extinguish it. The literature written in that
language will not, nf course, make'any direct impact upon
the world at large; but if it is no longer cultivated, the
people to whom it belongs (we are considering particularly
the Welsh) will tend to lose their racial character. The Welsh
will be less Welsh; and their poets will cease to have any
contribution to make to English literature, beyond their
individual genius. And T am of opinion, that the benefits
which Scottish, Welsh and Irish writers have conferred upon
English literature are far in excess of what the contribution
of all these individual men of genius would have been had
they, let us say, all been adopted in early infancy by English
foster-parents.

I am not concerned, in an essay which aims at least at the
merit of brevity, to defend the thesis, that it is desirable
that the English should continue to be English. I am obliged
to take that for granted: and if this assumption is called into
question, I must defend it on another occasion. But if I can
defend with any success the thesis, that it is to the advantage
of England that the Welsh should continue to be Welsh, the
Scots Scots and the Irish Irish, then the reader should be
disposed to agree that there may be some advantage to other
peoples in the English continuing to be English. It is an
essential part of my case, that if the other cultures of the
British Isles were wholly superseded by English culture,
English culture would disappear too. Many people seem to
take for granted that English culture is something self-
sufficient and secure; that it will persist whatever happens.
While some refuse to admit that any foreign influence can
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be bad, others assume complacently that English culture
could flourish in complete isolation from the Continent. To
many it has never occurred to reflect that the disappearance
of the peripheral cultures of England (to say nothing of the
more humble local peculiarities within England itself)
might be a calamity. We have not given enough attention
to the ecology of cultures. It is probable, I think, that com-
plete uniformity of culture throughout these islands would
bring about a lower grade of cnltme altogether.

It ‘zhould be clear th"lt I attempt no ~ol ution of the regional
problem; and the ‘solution’ would have in any case to vary
indefinitely according to local needs and possibilities. I am
trying only to take apart, and leave to others to reassemble,
the elements in the problem. I neither support nor dispute
any specific proposals for particular regional reforms. Most
attempts to solve the problem seem to me to suffer from a
failure to examine closely either the unity, or the differ-
ences, between the cultural, political and economic aspects.
To deal with one of these aspects, to the exclusion of the
others, is to produce a programme which will, because of its
madequaf:\ appear a lxttle absurd. If the ldll(nldlhll( motive
in regionalism were pushed very far, it certainly would lead
to absurdity. The close association of the Bretons with the
French, and of the Welsh with the English, is to the advan-
tage of everybody: an association of Brittany and WWales
which ruptured their connexions with France and England
respectively, would be an unqualified misfortune. For a
national culture, if it is to flourish, should be a constellation
of cultures, the constituents of which, benefiting each other,
benefit the whole. .

At this point I introduce a new notion: that of the vital
importance for a society of ﬁzc:zou between its parts. Accus-
tomed as we are to think in figures of speech taken from
machinery, we assume that a society, like a machine, should
be as well-oiled as possible, provided with ball bearings of
the best steel. We think of friction as waste of energy. I shall
not attempt to substitute any other imagery: perhaps at this
point the less we think in analogies the better. In the last
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chapter I suggested that in any society which became perma-
nently established in either a caste or a classless system, the
culture would decay: one might even put it that a classless
society should always be emerging into class, and a class
society should be tending towards obliteration of its class
distinctions. I now suggest that both class and region, by
dividing the inhabitants of a country into two different
kinds of groups, lead to a conflict favourable to creativeness
and progress. And (to remind the reader of what I said in my
introduction) these are only two of an indefinite number of
conflicts and jealousies which should be profitable to society.
Indeed, the more the better: so that everyone should be an
ally of everyone else in some respects, and an opponent in
several others, and no one conflict, envy or fear will
dominate.

As individuals, we find that our development depends upon
the people whom we meet in the course of our lives. (These
people include the authors whose books we read, and charac-
ters in werks of fiction and history.) The benefit of these
meetings is due as much to the differences as to the resemb-
lances; to the conflict, as well as the sympathy, between
persons. Fortunate the man who, at the right moment,
meets the right friend; fortunate also the man who at the
right moment meets the right enemy. I do not approve the
extermination of the enemy: the policy of exterminating or,
as is barbarously said, liquidating enemies, is one of the most
alarming developments of modern war and peace, from the
point of view of those who desire the survival of culture.
One needs the enemy. So, within limits, the friction, not
only between individuals but between groups, seems to me
quite necessary for civilisation. The universality of irritation
is the best assurance of peace. A country within which the
divisions have gone too far is a danger to itself: a country
which is too well united—whether by nature or by device,
by honest purpose or by fraud and oppression—is a menace
to others. In Italy and in Germany, we have seen that a
unity with politico-economic aims, imposed violently and
too rapidly, had unfortunate effects upon both nations. Their
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cultures had developed in the course of a history of extreme,
and extremely sub-divided regionalism: the attempt to teach
Germans to think of themselves as Germans first, and the
attempt to teach Italians to think of themselves as Italians
first, rather than as natives of a particular small ¥mpdem or
city, was to disturb the traditional culture from which alone
any future culture could grow.

I may put the idea of the importance of conflict within a
nation more positively, by insisting on the importance of
various and sometimes conflicting loyalties. If we consider
these two divisions alone, of class and region, these ought to
some extent to operate against each other: a man thllId
have certain interests and sympathies in common with other
men of the same local culture as against those of his own
class elsewhere; and interests and sympathies in common
with others of his class, irrespective of place. Numerous
cross-divisions favour peace within a nation, by dispersing
and confusing animosities; they favour peace between
nations, by giving every man enough antagonism at home
to exercise all his aggressiveness. The majority of men
commonly dislike foreigners, and are easily inflamed against
them; and it is not possible for the majority to know much
about foreign peoples. A nation which has gradations of
class seems to me, other things being equal, likely to be
more tolerant and pacific than one which is not so organised.

So far, we have proceeded from the greater to the less,
finding a national culture to be the resultant of an indefinite
number of local cultures which, when themselves analysed,
are composed of still smaller local cultures. Ideally, each
village, and of course more visibly the larger towns, should
have each its peculiar character. But I have already sug-
gested that a national culture is the better for being in con-
tact with outside cultures, both giving and receiving: and
we shall now proceed in the 0ppo~1|;e direction, from the
smaller to the larger. As we go in this direction, we find that
the content of the term culture undergoes some change: the
word means something rather different, if we are speaking

~of the culture of a village, of a small region, of an island like
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Britain which comprehends several distinct racial cultures;
and the meaning is altered much more when we come to
speak of ‘European culture’. We have to abandon most of the
political associations, for whereas in such smaller units of
culture as I have just mentioned there is normally a certain
unity of government, the unity of government of the Holy
Roman Empire was, throughout most of the period covered
by the term, both precarious and largely nominal. Of the
nature of the unity of culture in Western Europe, I have
written in the three broadcast talks—composed for another
audience and therefore in a somewhat different style from
the body of this essay—which I have added as an appendix
under the title of “The Unity of Furopean Culture’. I shall
not attempt to cover the same ground in this chapter, but
shall proceed to enquire w hat meaning, if any, can be
attached to the term ‘world culture’. The investigation of a
possible ‘world culture’ should be of particular interest to
those who champion any of the various schemes for world-
federation, or for a world government: for, obviously, so
long as there exist cultures which are beyond some point
antagonistic to each other, antagonistic to the point of ir-
reconciliability, all attempts at politico-economic unification
will be in vain. I say ‘beyond some point’, because in the
relations of any two cultures there will be two opposite
forces balancing each other: attraction and repulsion—with-
out the attraction they could not affect each .other, and
without the repulsion they could not survive as distinct cul-
tures; one would absorb the other, or both would be fused
into one culture. Now the zealots of world-government seem
to me sometimes to assume, unconsciously, that their unity
of organisation has an absolute value, and that if differences
between cultures stand in the way, these must be abolished.
If these zealots are of the humanitarian type, they will
assume that this process will take place naturally and pain-
lessly: they may, without knowing it, take for granted that
the final world-culture will be simply an extension of that
to which they belong themselves. Our Russian friends, who

are more realistic, if not in the long run any more practical,
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are much more conscious of irreconcilability between cult-
ures; and appear to hold the view that any culture incompat-
ible with their own should be forcibly uprooted.

The world-planners who are both serious and humane,
however, might—if we believed that their methods would
succeed—be as grave a menace to culture as those who
practise more violent methods. For it must follow from
what 1 have already pleaded about the value of local cul-
tures, that a world culture which was simply a uniform
culture would be no culture at all. We should have a
 humanity de-humanised. It would be a nightmare. But on
the other hand, we cannot resign the idea of world-culture
altogether. For if we content ourselves with the ideal of
‘European culture’ we shall still be unable to fix any definite
frontiers. European culture has an area, but no definite
frontiers: and you cannot build Chinese walls. The notion
of a purely self-contained European culture would be as fatal
as the notion of a self-contained national culture: in the end
as absurd as the notion of preserving a local uncontaminated
culture in a single county or village of England. We are
therefore pressed to maintain the ideal of a world culture,
while admitting that it is something we cannot imagine. We
can only conceive it, as the logical term of relations between
cultures. Just as we recognise that the parts of Britain must
have in one sense, a common culture, though this common
culture is only actual in diverse local manifestations, so we
must aspire to a common world culture, which will yet not
diminish the particularity of the constituent parts. And
here, of course, we are finally up against religion, which so
far, in the consideration of local differences within the same
area, we have not had to face. Ultimately, antagonistic
religions must mean antagonistic cultures; and ultimately,
religions cannot be reconciled. From the official Russian
point of view there are two objections to religion: first, of
course, that religion is apt to provide another loyalty than
that claimed by the State; and second, that there are several
religions in the world still firmly maintained by many

believers. The second objection is perhaps even more serious
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than the first: for where there is only one religion, it is
always possible that that religion may be sub.tly altered, so
that it will enjoin conformity rather than stimulate resis-
tance to the State.

We are the more likely to be able to stay loyal to the ideal
of the unimaginable world culture, if we recugnie;fa all the
difficulties, the practical impossibility, of its realisation. An‘d
there are further difficulties which cannot be ignored. We
have so far considered cultures as if they had all come into
being by the same process of growth: the same people in the
same place. But there is the colonial problem, and, the
colonisation problem: it is a pity that the world ‘colony h'as
had to do duty for two quite different meanings. The colon'lal
problem is that of the relation between an iudigenou.s native
culture and a foreign culture, when a higher foreign cu_l-
ture has been imposed, often by force, upon a Inwer.. This
problem is insoluble, and takes several forms. There is one
problem when we come into contact with a lower culture
for the first time: there are very few places in the world
where this is still possible. There is another problem where
a native culture has already begun to disintegrate under
foreign influence, and where a native population has already
taken in more of the foreign culture than it can ever expel.
There is a third problem where, as in some of the West
Indies, several uprooted peoples have been haphazardly
mixed. And these problems are insoluble, in the sense that,
whatever we do towards their solution or mitigation, we do
not altogether know what we are doing. We must be aware
of them: we must do what we can, so far as our understand-
ing will take us; but many more forces enter into the
changes of the culture of a people than we can grasp and
control; and any positive and excellent development of cul-
ture is always a miracle when it happens.

The colonisation problem arises from migrati(.m. When
peoples migrated across Asia and Europe in pre-historic and
early times, it was a whole tribe, or at least a wholly repre-
sentative part of it, that moved together. Therefore, it was
a total culture that moved. In the migrations of modern
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times, the emigrants have come from countries already
highly civilised. They came from countries where the
development of social organisation was already complex. The
people who migrated have never represented the whole of
the culture of the country from which they came, or they
have represented it in quite different proportions. They have
transplanted themselves according to some social, religious,
economic or political determination, or some peculiar mix-
ture of these. There has therefore been something in the
removements analogous in nature to religious schism. The
people have taken with them only a part of the total culture
in which, so long as they remained at home, they partici-
pated. The culture which develops on the new soil must
therefore be bafflingly alike and different from the parent
culture: it will be complicated sometimes by whatever rela-
tions are established with some native race, and further by
immigration from other than the original source. In this
way, peculiar types of culture-sympathy and culture-clash
appear, between the areas populated by colonisation, and the
countries of Europe from which the migrants came.

There is finally the peculiar case of India, where almost
every complication is found to defeat the culture-planner.,
There is stratification of society which is not purely social
but to some extent racial, in a Hindu world which compre-
hends peoples with an ancient tradition of high civilisation,
and tribesmen of very primitive culture indeed. There is
Brahminism and there is Islam. There are two or more
important cultures on completely different religious founda-
tions. Into this confused world came the British, with their
assurance that their own culture was the best in the world,
their ignorance of the relation between culture and religion,
and (at least since the nineteenth century) their bland
assumption that religion was a secondary matter. It is
human, when we do not understand another human being,
and cannot ignore him, to exert an unconscious pressure on
that person to turn him into something that we can under-
stand: many husbands and wives exert this pressure on each
other. The effect on the person so influenced is liable to be
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the repression and distortion, rather than the improvement,
of the personality; and no man is good enough to have the
right to make another over in his own image. The benefits
of British rule will soon be lost, but the ill effects of the
disturbance of a natiye culture by an alien one will remain.
To offer another people your culture first, and your religion
second, is a reversal of values: and while every European
represents, for good or ill, the culture to which he belongs,
only a small minority are worthy representatives of its reli-
gious faith.! The only prospect of stability in India seems
the alternative of a development, let us hope under peace-
ful conditions, into a loose federation of kingdoms, or to a
mass uniformity attainable only at the price of the abolition
of class distinctions and the abandonment of all religion—
which would mean the disappearance of Indian culture.

I have thought it necessary to make this brief excursion
into the several types of culture relation between one nation
and the different kinds of foreign area, because the regional
problem within the nation has to be seen in this larger con-
text. There can be, of course, no one simple solution. As I
have said, the improvement and transmission of culture can
never be the direct object of any of our practical activities:
all we can do is to try to keep in mind that whatever we do
will affect our own culture or that of some other people. We
calalso learn to respect every other culture as a whole, how-
ever inferior to our own it may appear, or however justly
we may disapprove of some features of it: the deliberate

destruction of another culture as a whole is an irreparable

wrong, almost as evil as to treat human beings like animals.
But it is when we give our attention to the question of unity
and diversity within the limited area that we know best,
and within which we have the most frequent opportunities
for right action, that we can combat the hopelessness that

invades us, when-we-linger too long upon perplexities so far
beyond our measure.

1]t is interesting to speculate, even though we cannot prove our
conclusions, what would have happened to Western Europe had the
Roman conquest imposed a culture pattern which left the religious
beliefs and practices unaffected.
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It was necessary to remind ourselves of those considerable
areas of the globe, in which the problem takes a different
form from ours: of those areas particularly, in which two or
more distinct cultures are so inextricably involved with each
other, in propinquity and in the ordinary business of living,
that ‘regionalism’, as we conceive it in Britain, would be a
mockery. For such areas it is probable that a very different
type of political philosophy should inspire political action,
from that in terms of which we are accustomed to think and
act in this part of the world. It is as well to have these differ-
ences at the back of our mind, that we may appreciate better
the conditions with which we have to deal at home. These
conditions are those of a homogeneous general culture,
associated with the traditions of one religion: given these
conditions, we can maintain the conception of a national
culture which will draw its vitality from the cultures of its
several areas, within each of which again there will be
smaller units of culture having their own local peculiarities.

66

CHAPTER 1V

Unity and Diversity: Sect and Cult

n the first Chapter I tried to place myself at a point of

view, from which the same phenomena appear both

religious and cultural. In this chapter I shall be con-
cerned with the cultural significance of religious divisions.
While the considerations put forward should, if worthy of
being taken seriously, have a particular interest for those
Christians who are perplexed over the problem of Christian
reunion, they are primarily intended to show that Christian
divisions, and therefore schemes for Christian reunion,
should be of concern not only to Christians, but to everybody
except those who advocate a kind of society which would
break completely with the Christian tradition.

I asserted, in the first chapter, that in the most primitive
societies no clear distinction is visible between religious and
non-religious activities; and that as we proceed to ex-
amine the more developed societies, we perceive a greater
distinction, and finally contrast and opposition, between
these activities. The sort of identity of religion and culture
which we observe amongst peoples of very low development
cannot recur except in the New Jerusalem. A higher religion
is one which is much more difficult to believe. For the more
conscious becomes the belief, so the more conscious becomes
unbelief: indifference, doubt and scepticism appear, and the
endeavour to adapt the tenets of religion to what people in
each age find easiest to believe. In the higher religion, it is
more difficult also to make behaviour conform to the moral
laws of the religion. A higher religion imposes a conflict, a
division, torment and struggle within the individual; a
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conflict sometimes between the laity and the priesthood; a
conflict eventually between Church and State.

The reader may have difficulty in reconciling these asser-
tions with the point of view set forth in my first chapter,
according to which there is always, even in the most con-
scious and highly developed societies that we know, an aspect
of identity between the religion and the culture. I wish to
maintain both thes¢ points of view. We do not leave the
earlier stage of development behind us: it is that upon which
we build. The identity of religion and culture remains on
the unconscious level, upon which we have superimposed a
conscious structure wherein religion and culture are con-
trasted and can be opposed. The meaning of the terms ‘reli-
gion’ and ‘culture’ is of course altered between these two
levels. To the unconscious level we constantly tend to re-
vert, as we f{ind consciousness an excessive burden; and the
tendency towards reversion may explain the powerful attrac-
tion which totalitarian philosophy and practice can exert
upon humanity. Totalitarianism appeals to the desire to
return to the womb. The contrast between religion and
culture imposes a strain: we escape from this strain by
attempting to revert to an identity of religion and culture
which prevailed at a more primitive stage; as when we
indulge in'alcohol as an anodyne, we consciously seek un-
consciousness. It is only by unremitting effort that we can
persist in being individuals in a society, instead of merely
members of a disciplined crowd. Yet we remain members of
the crowd, even when we succeed in being individuals.
Hence, for the purposes of this essay, I am obliged to main-
tain two contradictory propositions: that religion and culture
are aspects of one unity, and that they are two different and
contrasted things. .

I attempt, as far as possible, to contemplate my problems
from the point of view of the sociologist, and not from that
of the Christian apologist. Most of my generalisations are
intended to have some applicability to all religion, and not
only to Christianity; and when, as in what follows in this
chapter, 1 discuss Christian matters, that is because I am
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particularly concerned with Christian culture, with the
Western World, with Europe, and with England. In saying
that I aim at taking, as consistently as I can, the sociological
point of view, I must make clear that I do not think that the
difference between the religious and the sociological point of
view is so easily maintained as the difference between a
couple of adjectives might lead us to suppose. We may here
define the religious point of view, as that from which we ask
the question, whether the tenets of a religion are true or
false. Tt follows that we shall be taking the religious point of
view, if we are atheists whose thinking is based on the
assumption that all religions are untrue. From the sociologi-
cal point of view, the truth or falsity is irrelevant: we are
concerned only with the comparative effects of different
religious structures upon culture. Now, if students of the
subject could be neatly divided into theologians, including
atheists, and sociologists, the problem would be Very differ-
ent from what it is. But, for one thing, no religion can be
wholly ‘understood’ from the outside—even for the sociolo-
gist’s purposes. For another, no one can wholly escape the
religious point of view, because in the end one either believes
or dishelieves. Therefore, no one can be as wholly detached
and disinterested as the ideal sociologist should be. The
reader accordingly must try, not only to make allowance for
the religious views of the author, but, what is more difficult,
to make allowance for his own—and he may never have
examined thoroughly his own mind. So both writer and
reader must be on guard against assuming that they are
wholly detached.!

We have now to consider unity and diversity in religious
belief and practice, and enquire what is the situation most
favourable to the preservation and improvement of culture.
I have suggested in my first chapter that those among the

1See a valuable article by Professor Evans-Pritchard on ‘Social
Anthropology’ in Blackfriars for November 1946. He remarks: ‘The
answer would seem to be that the sociologist should also be a moral
philosopher and that, as such, he should have a set of definite beliefs
and values in terms of which he evaluates the facts he studies as a
sociologist."
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‘higher religions’ which are most likely to continue to stimu-
late culture, are those which are capable of being accepted
by peoples of different cultures: those which have the
greatest universality—though potential universality by it-
self may be no criterion of a ‘higher religion’. Such religions
can provide a ground pattern of common belief and beha-
viour, upon which a variety of local patterns can be em-
broidered; and they will encourage a reciprocal influence of
peoples upon each other, such that any cultural progress in
one area may quicken development in another. In certain
historical conditions, a fierce exclusiveness may be a neces-
sary condition for the preservation of a culture: the Old
Testament bears witness to this.! In spite of this particular
historical situation, we should be able to agree that the
practice of a common religion, by peoples each having its
own cultural character, should usually promote the exchange
of influence to their reciprocal advantage. It is of course
conceivable that a religion may be too easily accommodated
to a variety of cultures, and become assimilated without
assimilating; and that this weakness may tend to bring
about the opposite result, if the religion breaks up into
branches or sects so opposed that they cease to influence
each other, Christianity and Buddhism have been exposed
to this danger.

From this point it is with Christianity alone that I am to
be concerned: in particular with the relation of Catholicism
and Protestantism in Europe and the diversity of sects within
Protestantism. We must try to start without any bias for, or
against, unity or reunion or the maintenance of the separate
corporate identity of religious demominations. We must take
note of whatever injury appears to have been done to Euro-
pean culture, and to the culture of any part of Europe, by
division into sects. On the other hand, we must acknowledge

1 Since the diaspora, and the scattering of Jews amongst peoples hold-
ing the Christian Faith, it may have been unfortunate bhoth for these
peoples and for the Jews themselves, that the culture-contact between
them has had to be within those neutral zones of culture in which
religion could be ignored: and the effect may have been to strengthen
the illusion that there can be culture without religion.

70

Unity and Diversity : Sect and Cult

that many of the most remarkable achievements of culture
have been made since the sixteenth century, in conditions of
disunity: and that some, indeed, as in nineteenth-century
France, appear after the religious foundations for culture
seem to have crumbled away. We cannot affirm that if the
religious unity of Europe had continued, these or equally
brilliant achievements would have been realised. Either

¢religious unity or religious division may coincide with
A 'cultu@f [lorescence or cultural decay.

From this point of view, we may take a moderate satisfac-
tion, which should not be allowed to settle into complacency,
when we review the history of England. In a nation in
which no tendency to Protestantism appeared, or in which
it was negligible, there must always be a danger of religious
petrifaction, and of aggressive unbelief. In a nation in which
the relations of Church and State run too smoothly, it does
not matter much, from our present point of view, whether
the cause is ecclesiasticism, the dominance of State by
Church, or erastianism, the dominance of Church by State.
Indeed, it is not always easy to distinguish between the two
conditions. The effect equally may be, that every disaffected
person, and every sufferer from injustice, will attribute his
misfortunes to the inherent evil of the Church, or to an
inherent evil in Christianity itself. Formal obedience to the
Roman See is itself no assurance that, in a wholly Catholic
nation, religion and culture will not become too closely
identified. Elements of local culture—even of local barbarism
—may become invested with the sanctity of religious obser-
vances, and superstition may flourish under the guise of
piety: a people may tend to slip back towards the unity of
religion and culture that pertains to primitive communities.
The result of the unquestioned dominance of one cult, when
a people is passive, may be torpor: when a people is quick
and self-assertive, the result may be chaos. For, as dis-
content turns to disaffection, the anti-clerical bias may be-
come an anti-religious tradition; a distinct and hostile cul-
ture grows and flourishes, and a nation is divided against
itself. The factions have to continue to live with each other;
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and the common language and ways of life which they
retain, far from mollifying animosity, may only exasperate
it. The religious division becomes a symbol for a group of
associated differences, often rationally unrelated; around
these differences swarm a host of private grievances, fears
and interests; and the contest for an indivisible heritage may
terminate only in exhaustion.

It would here be irrelevant to review those sanguinary
passages of civil strife, such as the Thirty Years War, in
which Catholics and Protestants fought over such an heri-
tage. Explicit theological contentions between Christians no
longer attract to themselves those other irreconcilable inter-
ests which seek a decision by arms. The deepest causes of
division may still be religious, but they become conscious,
not in theological but in political, social and economic doc-
trines. Certainly, in those countries in which the prevailing
faith has been Protestant, anti-clericalism seldom takes a
violent form. In such countries, both faith and infidelity
tend to be mild and inoffensive; as the culture has become
secularised, the cultural differences between faithful and
infidel are minimal; the boundary between belief and un-
belief is vague; the Christianity is more pliant, the atheism
more negative; and all parties live in amity, so long as they
continue to accept some common moral conventions.

The situation in England, however, differs from that in
other countries, whether Catholic or Protestant. In England,
as in other Protestant countries, atheism has been mostly of
a passive kind. No statistician could produce an estimate of
the numbers of Christians and non-Christians. Many people
live on an unmarked frontier enveloped in dense fog; and
those who dwell beyond it are more numerous in the dark
waste of ignorance and indifference, than in the well-lighted
_desert of atheism. The English unbeliever, of some social
status however humble, is likely to conform to the practices
of Christianity on the occasions of birth, death and the first
venture in matrimony. Atheists in this country are not yet
culturally united: their types of atheism will vary according
to the culture of the religious communion in which they, or
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their parents, or their grandparents were reared. The chief
cultural differences in England have, in the past, been those
between Anglicanism and the more important Protestant
sects; and even these differences are far from clearly defined:
first, because the Church of England itself has comprehended
wider variations of belief and cult than a foreign observer
would believe it possible for one institution to contain with-
out bursting; and second, because of the number and variety
of the sects separated from it.

If my contentions in the first chapter are accepted, it will
be agreed that the formation of a religion is also the forma-
tion of a culture. From this it should follow that, as a
religion divides into sects, and as these sects develop from
generation to generation, a variety of cultures will be pro-
pagated. And, as the intimacy of religion and culture is
such that we may expect what happens one way to happen
the other, we are prepared to {ind that the division between
Christian cultures will stimulate further differentiations of
belief and cult. It does not fall within my purpose to consider
the Great Schism between East and West which corresponds
to the shifting geographical boundary between two cultures.
When we consider the western world, we must recognise
that the main cultural tradition has been that corresponding
to the Church of Rome. Only within the last four hundred
years has any other manifested itself; and anyone with a
sense of centre and periphery must admit that the western
tradition has been Latin, and Latin means Rome. There are
countless testimonies of art and thought and manners; and
among these we must include the work of all men born and
educated in a Catholic society, whatever their individual
beliefs. From this point of view, the separation of Northern
Europe, and of England in particular, from communion with
Rome represents a diversion from the main stream of cul-
ture. To pronounce, upon this separation, any judgment of
value, to assume that it was a good or a bad thing, is what in
this investigation we must try to avoid; for that would be to
pass from the sociological to the theological point of view.
And as I must at this point introduce the term sub-culture
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to signify the culture which pertains to the area of a divided
part of Christendom, we must be careful not to assume that
a sub-culture is necessarily an inferior culture; remembering
also that while a sub-culture may suffer loss in being sepa-
rated from the main body, the main body may also be
mutilated by the loss of a member of itself.

We must recognise next, that where a sub-culture has in
time become established as the main culture of a particular
territory, it tends to change places, for that territory, with
the main European culture. In this respect it differs from
those sub-cultures representing sects the members of which
share a region with the main culture. In England, the main
cultural tradition has for several centuries been Anglican.
Roman Catholics in England are, of course, in a more central
European tradition than are Anglicans; yet, because the
main tradition of England has been Anglican, they are in
another aspect more outside of the tradition than are Protes-
tant dissenters. Tt is Protestant dissent which is, in relation
to Anglicanism, a congeries of sub-cultures: or, when we
regard Anglicanism itself as a sub-culture, we might refer
to it as a congeries of ‘sub-sub-cultures’—as this term is too
clownish to be admitted into good company, we can only say
‘secondary sub-cultures’. By Protestant dissent I mean those
bodies which recognise each other as ‘the Free Churches’,
together with the Society of Friends, which has an isolated
but distinguished history: all minor religious entities are

culturally negligible. The variationf between—the—cherter™ Chan~ ~

«f the chief religious bodies, have to some extent to do with
the peculiar circumstances of their origins, and the length
of the separation. It is of some interest that Congregation-
alism, which has a long history, numbers several distinguish-
ed theologians; whereas Methodism, with a briefer history,
and less theological justification for its separate existence,
appears to rely chiefly on its hymnology, and to need no
independent theological structure of its own. But whether
we consider a territorial sub-culture, or a secondary sub-
culture within a territory or scattered over several territories,
we may find ourselves led to the conclusion, that every sub-
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culture is dependent upon that from which it is an offshoot.
The life of Protestantism depends upon the survival of that
against which it protests; and just as the culture of Protest-
ant dissent would perish of inanition without the persistance
of Anglican culture, so the maintenance of English culture
is contingent upon the health of the culture of Latin Europe,
and upon continuing to draw sustenance from that Latin
culture.

There is, however, a difference between the division of
Canterbury from Rome, and the division of Free Protestant-
ism from Canterbury, which is important for my purposes.
It corresponds to a difference presented in the previous chap-
ter, between colonisation by mass migration (as in the early
movements westwards across Europe) and colonisation by
certain elements separating themselves from a culture which
remains at home (as in the colonisation of the Dominions
and the Americas). The separation precipitated by Henry
VIII had the immediate cause of personal motives in high
quarters; it was reinforced by tendencies strong in England
and in Northern Europe, of more respectable origin. Once
released, the forces of Protestantism went further than
Henry himself intended or would have approved. But,
although the Reformation in England was, like any other
revolution, the work of a minority, and although it met with
several local movements of stubborn resistance, it eventually
carried with it the greater part of the nation irrespective of
class or region. The Protestant sects, on the other hand,
represent certain elements in English culture to the exclu-
sion of others: class and occupation played a large part in
their formation. It would probably be impossible for the
closest student to pronounce how far it is adherence to dis-
senting tenets that forms a sub-culture, and how far it is the
formation of a sub-culture that inspires the finding of reasons
for dissent. The solution of that enigma is fortunately not
necessary for my purpose. The result, in any case, was a
stratification of England by sects, in some measure proceed-
ing from, in some measure aggravating, the cultural dis-
tinctions between classes.
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It might be possible for a profound student of ethnology
and of the history of early settlement in this island, to argue
the existence of causes of a more stubborn and more primi-
tive nature, for the tendencies to religious fission. He might
trace them to ineradicable differences between the culture
of the several tribes, races and languages which from time
to time held sway or contested for supremacy. He might,
furthermore, take the view that cultural mixture does not
necessarily follow the same course as biological mixture: and
that, even if we assumed every person of purely English
descent to have the blood of all the successive invaders
mingled in his veins in exactly the same proportions, it need
not follow that cultural fusion ensued. He might therefore
discover, in the tendency of various elements in the popula-
tion to express their faith in different ways, to prefer differ-
ent types of communal organisation and different styles of
worship, a reflection of early divisions between dominant
and subject races. Such speculations, which I am too un-
learned to support or oppose, lie outside of my scope: but it
is as well for both writer and readers to remind themselves
that there may be deeper levels than that upon which the
enquiry is being conducted. If differences persisting to the
present day could be established in descent from primitive
differences of culture, this would only reinforce the case for
the unity of religion and culture propounded in my first
chapter.

However this may be, there are curiosities enough to
occupy our attention in the mixture of motives and interests
in the dissensions of religious parties within the period of
modern history. One need not be a cynic to be amused, or a
devotee to be saddened, by the spectacle of the self-decep-
tion, as well as the frequent hypocrisy, of the attackers and
defenders of one or another form of the Christian faith. But
from the point of view of my essay, both mirth and sorrow
are irrelevant, because this confusion is just what one must
expect, being inherent in the human condition. There are,
certainly, situations in history in which a religious contest
can be attributed to a purely religious motive. The life-long
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battle of St. Athanasius against the Arians and Eutychians
need not be regarded in any other light than the light of
theology: the scholar who endeavoured to demonstrate that
it represented a culture-clash between Alexandria and Anti-
och, or some similar ingenuity, would appear to us at best
to be talking about something else. Even the purest theolo-
gical issue, however, will in the long run have cultural con-
sequences: a superficial acquaintance with the career of
Athanasius should be enough to assure us that he was one of
the great builders of western civilisation. And, for the most
part, it is inevitable that we should, when we defend our
religion, be defending at the same time our culture, and
vice versa: we are obeying the fundamental instinct to vre-
serve our existence. And in so doing, in the course of time
we make many errors and commit many crimes—most of
which may be simplified into the one error, of identifying
our religion'and our culture on a level on which we ought
to distinguish them from each other.

Such considerations are relevant not only to the history of
religious strife and separation: they are equally pertinent
when we come to entertain schemes for reunion. The impor-
tance of stopping to examine cultural peculiarities, to dis-
entangle religious from cultural hindrances, has hitherto
been overlooked—and I should say more than overlooked:
deliberately though unconsciously ignored—in the schemes
of reunion between Christian bodies adopted or put forward.
Hence the appearance of disingenuousness, of agreement
upon formulae to which the contracting parties can give
different interpretations, which provokes a comparison with
treaties between governments.

The reader unacquainted with the details of ‘oecumeni-
city’, should be reminded of the difference between inzer-
communion and reunion. An arrangement of inter-commu-
nion between two national churches—such as the Church of
England and the Church of Sweden—or between the
Church of England and one of the Eastern Churches, or
between the Church of England and a body such as the ‘Old
Catholics’ found in Holland and elsewhere on the Continent,
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does not necessarily look any further than what the term
implies: a reciprocal recognition of the ‘validity of orders’
and of the orthodoxy of tenets; with the consequence that
the members of each church can communicate, the priests
celebrate and preach, in the churches of the other country.
An agreement of inter-communion could only lead toward
reunion in one of two events: the unlikely event of a political
union of the two nations, or the ultimate event of a world-
wide reunion of Christians. Reunion, on the other hand,
means in effect either reunion of one or another body having
episcopal government, with the Church of Rome, or re-
union between bodies separated from each other in the same
areas. The movements towards reunion which are at the
present time most active, are of the second Kind: reunion
between the Anglican Church and one or more of the ‘Free
Church’ bodies. It is with the cultural implications of this
latter kind of reunion that we are here specially concerned.
There can be no question of reunion between the Church of
England and, let us say, the Presbyterians or Methodists in
America: any reunion would be of American Presbyterians
with the Episcopal Church in America, and of English
Presbyterians with the Church of England.

It should be obvious, from the considerations advanced in
my first chapter, that complete reunion involves community
of culture—some common culture already existing, and the
potentiality of its further development consequent upon
official reunion. The ideal reunion of all Christians does not,
of course, imply an eventual uniform culture the world over:
it implies simply a ‘Christian culture’ of which all local
cultures should be variants—and they would and should
vary very widely indeed. We can already distinguish be-
tween a ‘local culture’ and a ‘European culture’; when we
use the latter term we recognise the local differences; simi-
larly a universal ‘Christian culture’ should not be taken to
ignore or override the differences between the cultures of
the several continents. But the existence of a strong commu-
nity of culture between various Christian bodies in the same
area (we must remember that we here mean ‘culture’ as
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distinguished from ‘religion’) not only facilitates reunion of
Christians in that area, but exposes such reunion to peculiar
dangers. iy .
I have put forward the view that every division of a Chris-
tian people into sects brings about or aggravates the develop-
ment of ‘sub-cultures’ amongst that people; and I have
asked the reader to examine Anglicanism and the Free
Churches for confirmation of this view. But it should now be
added, that the cultural divisionf between Anglicans an.d
Free Churchmen have, under changing social and economic
conditions, become attenuated. The organisation of rural
society from which the Church of England drew much of its
cultural strength is in decay; the landed gentry have less
security, less power and less influence; the families which
have risen in trade and in many places succeeded to terri-
torial proprietorship are themselves progressively reduced
and impoverished. A diminishing number of Anglican clergy
come from public schools or the old universities, or are edu-
cated at their families’ expense; bishops are not wealthy
men, and are embarrassed in keeping up palaces. Anglican
and Free Church laymen have been educated at the same
universities and often at the same schools. And finally, they
are all exposed to the same environment of a culture severed
from religion. When men of different religious persuasions
are drawn together by common interests and common
anxieties, by their awareness of an increasingly oppressive
non-Christian world, and by their unawareness of the extent
to which they are themselves penetrated by non-Christian
influences and by a neutral culture, it is only to be expected
that the vestiges of the distinctions between their several
Christian cultures should seem to them of minor significance.
With the dangers of reunion on erroneous or evasive
terms I am not here concerned; but I am much concerned
with the danger that reunion facilitated by the disappear-
ance of the cultural characteristics of the several bodies re-
united might accelerate and confirm the general lowering
of culture. The refinement or crudity of theological and
philosophical thinking is itself, of course, one of the measures
79
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of the state of our culture; and the tendency in some quarters
to reduce theology to such principles as a child can under-
stand or a Socinian accept, is itself indicative of cultural
debility. But there is a further danger, from our point of
view, in schemes of reunion which attempt to remove the
difficulties, and protect the self-assertiveness, of everybody.
In an age like our own, when it has become a point of polite-
ness to dissimulate social distinctions, and to pretend that
the highest degree of ‘culture’ ought jo be made accessible
to everybody—in an age of cultural levelling, it will be
denied that the several Christian fragments to be re-united
represent any cultural differences. There is certain to be a
strong pressure towards a reunion on terms of complete
cultural equality. Too much account may even be taken
of the relative numbers of the membership of the uniting
bodies: for a main culture will remain a main culture,
and a sub-culture will remain a sub-culture, even if the
latter attracts more adherents than the former. It is
always the main religious body which is the guardian of
more of the remains of the higher developments of culture
preserved from a past time before the division took place.
Not only is it the main religious body which has the more
elaborated theology: it is the main religious body which is
the tess alienated from the best intellectual and artistic
activity of its time. Hence it is that the convert—and I think
not only of conversion from one form of Christianity to
another, but indeed primarily of conversion from indiffer-
ence to Christian belief and practice—the convert of the
intellectual or sensitive type is drawn towards the more
Catholic type of worship and doctrine. This attraction, which
may occur before the prospective convert has begun to in-
form himself about Christianity at all, may be cited by the
outsider as evidence that the convert has become a Christian
for the wrong reasons, or that he is guilty of insincerity and
affectation. Every sin that can be imagined has been prac-
tised, and the pretense of religious faith may often enough
have cloaked intellectual or aesthetic vanity and self-indul-
gence; but, on the view of the intimacy of religion and cul-
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ture which is the starting point of my examination, such
phenomena as the progress to religious faith through cultu-
ral attraction are both natural and acceptable.

After the considerations now reviewed, I must attempt to
link the chapter to the two preceding chapters, by enquiring
what is the ideal pattern of unity and diversity between
Christian nations and between the several strata in each
nation. It should be obvious that the sociological point of
view cannot lead us to those conclusions which can properly

U /be S 0111y 4w theological premisses; and the reader of
the previous chapters will be prepared to find no solution in
any rigid and unchangeable scheme. No security against
cultural deterioration is offered by any of the three chief
types of religious organisation: the international church
with a central government, the national church, or the

| separated sect. The danger of freedom is deliquescence; the
danger of strict order is petrifaction. Nor can we judge from
the history of any particular society, whether a different
religious history would have resulted in a more healthy

culture to-day. The disastrous effects of armed religious
strife within a people, as in England in the seventeenth
century or in the German States in the sixteenth, need no
emphasis: the disintegrating effect of sectarian division has
already been touched upon. Yet we may ask whether
Methodism did not, in the period of its greatest fervour,
. revive the spiritual life of the English, and prepare the way
| for the Evangelical Movement and even for the Oxford
Movement. Furthermore, Dissent made it possible for ‘work-
ing class * Christians (though perhaps it might have done
| more than it has for ‘labouring class’ Christians) to play that
| part, which all zealous and socially active Christians should
wish to play, in the conduct of their local church and the
social and charitable organisations connected with it.! The
actual choice, at times, has been between sectarianism and
| indifference; and those who chose the former were, in so

I 1See two valuable Supplements to The Christian News-Letter:
i ‘Ecumenical Christianity and the Working Classes’ by W. G. Symons,
July 30, 1941: and ‘The Free Churches and Working Class Culture” by
John Marsh, May 20, 1942.
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doing, keeping alive the culture of certain social strata. And,
as I have said at the beginning, the appropriate culture of
each stratum is of equal importance.

As in the relation between the social classes, and as in the
relation of the several regions of a country to each other and
to the central power, it would seem that a constant struggle
between the centripetal and the centrifugal forces is, desi-
rable. For without the struggle no balance can be main-
tained; and if either force won the result would be deplorable.
The conclusions to which we are justified in coming, from
our premisses and from the sociologist’s point of view, appear
to me to be as follows. Christendom should be one: the form
of organisation, and the locus of powers in that unity is a
question upon which we cannot pronounce. But within that
unity there should be an endless conflict between ideas—
for it is only by the struggle against constantly appearing
false ideas that the truth is enlarged and clarified, and in the
conflict with heresy that orthodoxy is developed to meet the
needs of the time: an endless effort also on the part of ‘each
region to shape its Christianity to suit itself, an effort which
should neither be wholly suppressed nor left wholly un-
checked. The local temperament must express its particu-
larity in its form of Christianity, and so must the social stra-
tum, so that the culture proper to each area and each class
may flourish; but there must also be a force holding these
areas and these classes together. If this corrective force in
the direction of uniformity of belief and practice is lacking,
then the culture of each part will suffer. We have already
found that the culture of a nation prospers with the pros-
perity of the culture of its several constituents, both geo-
graphical and social; but that it also needs to be itself a part
of a larger culture, which requires the ultimate ideal, how-
ever unrealisable, of a ‘world culture’ in a sense different
from that implicit in the schemes of world-federationists.
And without a common faith, all efforts towards drawing
nations closer together in culture can produce only an illusion
of unity.

CHAPTER V

-8-041:1-6 Noteﬂ’ on Culture and Politics

Politics did not. however, so much engage him as to withhold his
thoughts from things of more importance.
SAMUEL JOHNSON on GEORGE LYTTELTON

e observe nowadays that ‘culture’ attracts the

attention of men of politics: not that politicians

are always ‘men of culture’, but that ‘culture’ is
recognised both as an instrument of policy, and as something
socially desirable which it is the business of the State to
promote. We not only hear, from high political quarters,
that ‘cultural relations’ between nations are of great impor-
tance, but find that bureaux are founded, and officials ap-
pointed, for the express purpose of attending to these rela-
tions, which are presumed to foster international amity. The
fact that culture has become, in some sense, a department
of politics, should not obscure in our memory the fact that
at other periods politics has been an activity pursued within
a culture, and between representatives of different cultures.
It is therefore not impertinent to attempt to indicate the
place of politics within a culture united and divided accord-
ing to the kind of unity and division which we have been
considering.

We may assume, I think, that in a society so articulated
the practice of politics and an active interest in public affairs
would not be the business of everybody, or of everybody to
the same degree; and that not everybody should concern
himself, except at moments of crisis, with the conduct of the
nation as a whole. In a healthily regional society, public
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affairs would be the business of everybody, or of the great
majority, only within very small social units; and would be
the business of a progressively smaller number of men in
the larger units within which the smaller were compre-
hended. In a healthily stratified society, public affairs would
be a responsibility not equally borne: a greater responsibility
would be inherited by those who inherited special advan-
tages, and in whom self-interest, and interest for the sake of
their families (‘a stake in the country’) should cohere with
public spirit. The governing élite, of the nation as a whole,
would consist of those whose responsibility was inherited
with their affluence and position, and whose forces were
constantly increased and often led, hy rising individuals of
exceptional talents. But when we speak of a governing élite,
we must safeguard ourselves against thinking of an élite
sharply divided from the other élites of society.

The relation of the political élite—by which we mean the
leading members of all the effective and recognised political
groups: for the survival of a parliamentary system requires
a constant dining with the Opposition'—to the other élites
would be put too crudely if described as communication
between men of action and men of thought. It is rather a
relation between men of different types of mind and differ-
ent areas of thought and action. A sharp distinction between
thought and action is no more tenable for the political than
for the religious life, in which the contemplative must have
his own activity, and the secular priest must not be wholly
unpractised in meditation. There is no plane of active life
on which thought is negligible, except that of the merest
automatic execution of orders; and there is no species of
thinking which can be quite without effect upon action.

I'have suggested elsewhere?® that a society is in danger of
disintegration when there is a lack of contact between people
of different arcas of activity—between the political, the
scientific, the artistic, the philosophical and the religious

st I.z-:et:m to remember that some such phrase was either attributed to
ir William Vernon Harcourt, or used about him.
* The Idea of a Christian Society, p. 40,
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minds. This separation cannot be repaired merely by public
organisation. It is not a question of assembling into commit-
tees representatives of different types of knowledge and
experience, of calling in everybody to advise everybody else.
The élite should be something different, something much
more organically composed, than a panel of bonzes, caciques
and tycoons. Men who meet only for definite serious pur-
poses, and on official occasions, do not wholly meet. They
may have some common concern very much at heart; they
may, in the course of repeated contacts, come to share a
vocabulary and an idiom which appear to communicate
every shade of meaning necessary for their common purpose;
but they will continue to retire from these encounters each
to his private social world as well as to his solitary world.
Everyone has observed that the possibilities of contented
silence, of a mutual happy awareness when engaged upon’a
common task, or an underlying seriousness and significance
in the enjoyment of a silly joke, are characteristics of any
close personal intimacy; and the congeniality of any circle
of friends depends upon a common social convention, a
common ritual, and common pleasures of relaxation. These
aids to intimacy are no less important for the communica-
tion of meaning in words, than the possession of a common
subject upon which the several parties are informed. It is
unfortunate for a man when his friends and his business
associates are two unrelated groups; it is also narrowing
when they are one and the same group.

Such observations upon personal intimacy cannot pretend
to’any novelty: the only possible novelty is in calling atten-
tion to them in this context. They point to the desirability of
a society in which persons of every superior activity can
meet without merely talking shop or being at pains to talk
each other’s shop. In order correctly to appraise a man of
action we must meet him: or we must at least have known
enough men of similar pursuits to be able to draw a shrewd
guess about one whom we have not met. And to meet a man
of thought, and to form an impression of his personality,
may be of great assistance in judging his ideas. This is not
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?\'holly improper even in the field of art, though with
important reservations, and though the impressioﬁs of an
artist’s personality often affect opinion of his work quite ir-
relevantly—for every artist must have remarked, that while
a small number of people dislike his work more stronely
after meeting him, there are also many who are nlzl:e
friendly disposed towards his work if they find him a
pleasant fellow. These advantages persist however they may
offend the reason, and in spite of the fact that in nibderh
societies of large numbers, it is impossible for everyone to
know everyone else. 3
In our time, we read too many new books, or are oppressed
by the thought of the new books which we are neglecting to
read; we read many books, because we cannot know enough
pt_:‘o])le: we cannot know everybody whom it would be to UTJ]‘
benefit to know, because there are too many of them. Con-
s-equenll_'.', if we have the skill to put words E{)gt*tllel‘ and the
fortune to get them printed, we communicate by writine
more books. It is often those writers whom we ha-\-@-t-h-@-forr-,
swne to know, whose hooks we can ignore; and the better we

Sl
&:ff??mm\' them personally, the less need we may feel to read

what they write. We are encumbered not only with too
many new books: we are further embarrassed by too many
periodicals, reports and privately circulated memoranda. In
the endeavour to keep up with the most intellicent of these
publications we may sacrifice the three permai:lent reasons
for reading: the acquisition of wisdom, the enjoyment of art
a.nd the pleasure of entertainment. Memlwhi];, the profes:
sional politician has too much to do to have leisure for serious

{#° reading, even on politics. He has livde—rrrowah time for ex-
ls l..: ‘t / change of ideas and information with men of distinction in

other walks of life. In a society of smaller size (a society
therefore, which was less feverishly busy) there might f);
more conversation and fewer books; and we should 1'1:t find
the tendency—of which this essay provides one example—
for those who have acquired some reputation to write
books o.utside the subject on which they have made that
reputation.
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It is unlikely, in all the mass of letterpress, that the pro-
foundest and most original works will reach the eye or com-
mand the attention of a large public, or even of a good
number of the readers who are qualified to appreciate them.
The ideas which flatter a current tendency or emotional
attitude will go farthest; and some others will be distorted
to fit in with what is already accepted. The residuum in the
public mind is hardly likely to be a distillation of the best
and wisest: it is more likely to represent the common preju-
dices of the majority of editors and reviewers. In this way
are formed the idées regues—more precisely the mots regus
—which, because of their emotional inflience upon that
part of the public which is influenced by printed matter,
have to be taken into account by the professional politician,
and treated with respect in his public utterances. It is un-
necessary, for the simultaneous reception of these ‘ideas’,
that they should be consistent among themselves; and, how-
ever they contradict each other, the practical politician must
handle them with as much deference as if they were the
constructions of informed sagacity, the intuitions of genius,
or the accumulated wisdom of ages. He has not, as a rule,
inhaled any fragrance they may have had when they were
fresh: he only noses them when they have already begun to
stink.

In a society so graded as to have several levels of culture,
and several levels of power and authority, the politician
might at least be restrained, in his use of language, by his
respect for the judgment, and fear of the ridicule, of a
smaller and more critical public, among which was main-
tained some standard of prose style. If it were also a de-
centralised society, a society in which local cultures con-
tinued to flourish, and in which the majority of problems
were local problems on which local populations could form
an opinion from their own experience and from conversa-
tion with their neighbours, political utterances might also
tend to manifest greater clarity and be susceptible of fewer
variations of interpretation. A local speech on a local issue is
likely to be more intelligible than one addressed to a whole
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nation, and we observe that the greatest muster of
ambiguities and obscure generalities is usually to be found
in speeches which are addressed to the whole world.

It is always desirable that a part of the education of those
persons who are either born into, or qualified by their abili-
ties to enter, the superior political grades of society, should
be instruction in history, and that a part of the study of his-
tory should be wem=s$ the history of political theory. The
advantage of the study of Greek Iu~t0rv and Greek political
theory, as a ]n‘o]nnm.n} to the study of other history and
other theory, is its manageability: it has to do with a small
area, with men rather than masses, and with the human
passions of individuals rather than with those vast im-
personal forces which in our modern society are a necessary
convenience of thought, 4 the study of which tends to
obscure thé study of human beings. The reader of Greek
philosophy, moreover, is unlikely to be over-sanguine about
the effects of political theory; for he will obser\ e that the
study of political forms appears to have arisen out of the
failure of political systems: and that neither Plato nor Aristotle
was much concerned with prediction, or very optimistic
about the future. J

The kind of political theory which has arisen in quite
modern times is less concerned with human nature, which
it is inclined to treat as something which can always be
re-fashioned to fit whatever polltlcal form is regar ded as
most desirable. Its real data are impersonal furcos which
may have originated in the . conflict and combination
of human wills but have come to supersede them. As a part
of academic discipline for the young, it suffers from several
drawbacks. It tends, of course, to form minds which will be
set to think only in terms of impersonal and inhuman forces,
and thereby to de-humanise its students. Being occupied
with humanity only in the mass, it tends to separate itself
from ethics; being occupied only with that recent period of
history during which humanity can most easily be shown to
have been ruled by impersonal forces, it reduces the proper
study of mankind to the last two or three hundred years of
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man. It too often inculcates a belief in a future inflexibly
determined and at the same time in a future which we are
wholly free to shape as we like. Modern political thought,
inextricably involved with economics and with sociology,

‘preempts to itself the position of queen of the sciences. For the

exact and experimental sciences are judged according to their
utility, and are valued in so far as they produce results—
either for making life more comfortable and less laborious,
or for making it more precarious and ending it more quickly.
Culture itself is regarded either as a negligeable by-product
which can be left vo itself, or as a department of life to be
organised in accordance withthe particularschemewe favour.
I am thinking not only of the more dogmatic and totalitarian
philosophies of the present day, but of assumptions which
colour thinking in every country and tend to be shared by
the most skt opposed parties.

An important document in the history of the political
direction of culture will be Leon Trotsky’s essay, Literature
and Revolution, of which an English translation appeared in
19251 The conviction, which seems to be deeply implanted
in the Muscovite mind, that it is the role of Mother Russia
niot merely'to contribute}ideas and political forms, but a total
way of life for the rest of the world, has gone far to make us
all more politically culture-conscious. But there have been
other causes than the Russian Revolution for this conscious-
ness. The researches and the theories of anthropologists have
played their part, and have led us to study the relations of
imperial powers and subject peoples with a new attention.
Governments are more aware of the necessity of taking
account of cultural differences; and to the degree to which
colonial administration is controlled from the imperial

t Published by International Publishers, New York. A book which
merits republication. It does not give the uupr(':-bmn that Trotsky was
very sensitive to literature; but he was, from his own point of view, very
intelligent about it. Like all his writings, the book is encumbered with
discussion of minor Russian personahtws of which the foreigner is
ignorant and in which he is not interested; but this indulgence in 1 detail,
while it contributes a flavour of provmmaht\ gives the work all the
more appearance of genuineness, as having been written rather to speak
his mind than with an eye to a foreign audience.
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centre, these differences become of increasing importance.
One people in isolation is not aware of having a ‘culture’ at
all. And the differences between the several European
nations in the past were not wide enough to make their
peoples see their cultures as different to the point of conflict
and incompatibility: culture-consciousness as a means of
uniting a nation against other nations was first exploited by
the late rulers of Germany. To-day, we have become culture-
conscious in a way which nourishes nazism, communism
and nationalism all at once; in a way which emphasises
separation without helping us to overcome it. At this point
a few remarks on the cultural effects of empire (in the most
comprehensive sense) may not be amiss,

The early British rulers of India were content to rule;
some of them, through long residence and continuous ab-
sence from Britain, assimilated themselves to the mentality
of the people they governed. A latertype of rulers, explicitly
and increasingly the servants of Whitehall, and serving
only for a limited period (after which they returned to their
native country, either to retirement or to some other acti-
vity) aimed rather to bring to India the benefits of western
civilisation. They did not intend to uproot, or to impose, a
total ‘culture’: but the superiority of western political and
social organisation, of English education, of English justice,
of western ‘enlightenment’ and science seemed to them so
self-evident that the desire to do good would alone hawe
been a sufficient motive for introducing these things. The
Briton, unconscious of the importance of religion in the
formation -of his own culture, could hardly be expected to
recognise its importance in the preservation of another. In
the piece-meal imposition of a foreign culture—an imposi-
tion in which force plays only a small part: the appeal to
ambition, and the temptation to which the native is exposed,
to admire the wrong things in western civilisation, and for
the wrong reasons, are much more decisive—the motives of
arrogance and generosity are always inextricably mixed;
there is at the same time an assertion of superiority and a
desire to communicate the way of life upon which that
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assumed superiority is based; so that the native acquires a
taste for western ways, a jealous admiration 4 material
power, and a resentment against his tutors. The partial
success of westernisation, of which some members of an

Eastern society are quick to seize the apparent advantages,

has tended to make the Oriental more discontented with his
own civilisation and more resentful of that which has caused

this discontent; has made him more conscious of differences, .

at the same time that it has obliterated some of these differ-
ences; and has broken up the native culture on its highest
level, without penetrating the mass. And we are left with
the melancholy reflection that the cause of this disintegra-
tion is not corruption, brutality or maladministration: such
ills have played but a small part, and no ruling nation has
had less to be ashamed of than Britain in these particulars;
corruption, brutality and maladministration were too preva-
lent in India before the British arrived, for commission of
them to disturb the fabric of Indian life. The cause lies in
the fact that there can be no permanent compromise be-
tween the extremes of an external rule which is content to
keep order and leave the social structure unaltered, and a
complete cultural assimilation. The failure to arrive at the
latter is a religious failure.!

To point to the damage that has been done to native cul-
tures in the process of imperial expansion is by no means an
indictment of empire itself, as the advocates of imperial dis-
solution are only too apt to infer. Indeed, it is often these
same anti-imperialists who e, being liberals, Ele most

! An interesting survey of the effects of culture-contact in the East is
to be found in The British in Asia by Guy Wint. Mr. Wint's occasional
suggestions of the effect of India upon the British are no less suggestive
than his account of the effect of the British upon India. For example:

‘How the English colour prejudice began—whether it was inherited
from the Portuguese in India, or was an infection from the Hindu caste
system or, as has been suggested, began with the arrival of insular and
suburban wives of civil servants, or came from some other cause—is not
certain. The British in India were the British middle class living in the
artificial condition of having above them no upper class of their own
people, and below them no lower class of their own people. It was a state
of existence which led to a combined arrogance and defensiveness.”

P. 209,
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complacent believers in the superiority of Western civilisa-
tion, and at one and the same time blind to the benefits
conferred by imperial government and to the injury done
by the destruction of native culture. According to such
enthusiasts, we do well to intrude ourselves upon another i
civilisation, equip the members of it with our mechanical
contrivances, our systems of government, education, law,
medicine and finance, inspire them with a contempt for
their own customs and with an enlightened attitude towards
religious superstition—and then leave them to stew in the
broth which we have brewed for them.

It is noticeable that the most vehement criticism, or abuse,
of British imperialism often comes from representatives of
societies which practise a different form of imperialism—
that is to say, of expansion which brings material benelits
and extends the influence of culture. America has tended to
impose its way of life chiefly in the course of doing business,
and creating a taste for its commodities. Even the humblest
material artefact, which is the product and the symbol of a
particular civilisation, is an emissary of the culture out of
which it comes: to particularise only by mentioning that
influential and inflammable article the celluloid film; and
thus American economic expansion may be also, in its way,
the cause of disintegration of cultures which it touches ‘he
newest type of imperialism, that of Russia, is probably the
most ingenious, and the best calculated to flourish according
to the temper of the present age. > c

The Russian Empire appears to be sedulous to avoid the
weaknesses of the empiresswhich have preceded it: it is at
the same time more ruthless and more careful of the vanity
of subject peoples. The official doctrine is one of complete:
racial equality—an appearance easier for Russia to preserve
in Asia, because of the oriental cast of the Russian mind and
because of the backwardness of Russian development accord-
ing to western standards. Attempts appear to be made to
preserve the similitude of local self-government and auto-
nomy: the aim, I suspect, is to give the several local republics
and satellite states the illusion of a kind of independence,
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while the real power is exercised from Moscow. The illusion
must sometimes fade, when a local republic is suddenly and
ignominiously reduced to the status of a kind of province or
crown colony; but it is maintained—and this is what is most
interesting from our point of view—Dby a careful fostering of
local ‘culture’, culture in the reduced sense of the word, as
everything that is picturesque, harmless and separable from
politics, such as language and literature, local arts and cus-
toms. But as Soviet Russia must maintain the subordination
of culture to political theory, the success of & imperialism
seems likely to lead to a sense of superiority on the part of
that one of her peoples in which her political theory has
been formed; so that we might expect, so long as the Russian
Empire holds together, to find the increasing assertion of one
dominant Muscovite culture, with subordinate races survi-
ving, not as peoples each with its own cultural pattern, but
as inferior castes. However that may be, the Russians have
been the first modern people to practise the political direc-
tion of cuiture consciously, and to attack at every point the
culture of any people whom they wish to dominate. The
more highly developed is any alien culture, the more
thorough the attempts to extirpate it by elimination of
those elements in the subject population in which that cul-
ture is most conscious.

The dangers arising from ‘culture-consciousness’ in the
West are at present of a different kind. Our motives, in
attempting to do something about our culture, are not yet
consciously political. They arise from the consciousness that
our culture is not in very good health and from the feeling
that we must take steps to improve its condition. This con-
sciousness has transformed the problem of education, by
either identifying culture with education, or turning to
education as the one instrument for improving our culture.
As for the intervention of the State, or of some quasi-official
body subventioned by the State, in assistance of the arts and
sciences, we can see only too well the need, under present
conditions, for such support. A body like the British Council,
by constantly sending representatives of the arts and sciences
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abroad, and inviting foreign representatives to this country,
1s in our time invaluable—but we must not come to accept
as permanent or normal and healthy the conditions which
make such direction necessary. We are prepared to believe
that there will, under any conditions, be useful work for the
British Council to perform; but we should not like to be
assured that never again will it be possible for the intellec-
tual élite of all countries to travel as private citizens and
make each other’s acquaintance without the approval and
support of some official organisation. Some important activi-
ties, it is likely enough, will never again be possible without
official backing of some kind. The progress of the experi-
mental sciences now requires vast and expensive equipment;
and the practice of the arts has no longer, on any large scale,
the benefit of private patronage. Some safeguard may be
provided, against increasing centralisation of control and
politicisation of the arts and sciences, by encouraging local
initiative and responsibility; and, as far as possible, separating
the central source of funds from control over their use. WWe
should do well also, to refer to the subsidised and artificially
stimulated activities each by its name: let us do what is
necessary for painting and sculpture, or architecture, or the
theatre, or music, or one or another science or department
of intellectual exercise, speaking of each by its name, and
restraining ourselves from using the word ‘culture’ as a
comprehensive term. For thus we slip into the assumption
that culture can be planned. Culture can never be wholly
conscious—there is always more to it than we are conscious
of; and it cannot be planned because it is also the unconscious
background of all our planning.

.
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CHAPTER VI

Some s _
=-Note/on Education and Culture:
and Conclusion

uring the recent war an exceptional number of

books were published on the subject of education;

there were also voluminous reports of commissions,
and an incalculable number of contributions on this subject in
periodicals. It is not my business, nor is it within my com-
petence, to review the whole of current educational theory;
but a few comments on it are in place, because of the close
assoclation, in many minds, between education and culture.
What is of interest to my thesis is the kind of assumption
which is made by those who write about education. The
notes which follow comment on a few such prevalent
assumptions.

1. That, before entering upon any discussion of Education,
the purpose of Education must be stated.

This is a very different thing from deflining the word
‘education’. The Oxford Dictionary tells us that education
is ‘the process of bringing up (young persons)’; that it is ‘the
systematic instruction, schooling or training given to the
young (and, by extension, to adults) in preparation for the
work of life’; that it is also ‘culture or development of
powers, formation of character’. We learn that the first of
these definitions is according to the use of the sixteenth cen-
tury; and that the third use appears to have arisen in the
nineteenth. In short, the dictionary tells you what you
know already, and I do not see how a dictionary could do
more. But when writers attempt to state the purpose of
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education, they are doing one of two things: they are eliciting
what they believe to have been the unconscious purpose
always, and thereby giving their own meaning to the history
of the subject; or they are formulating what may not have
been, or may have been only fitfully, the real purpose in the
past, but should in their opinion be the purpose directing
development in the future. Let us look at a few of these
statements of the purpose of education. In The Churches
Survey Their Task, a volume published in connexion with
the Oxford Conference on Church, Community and State
in 1957, we find the following:

Education is the process by which the community seeks to open its
life to all the individuals within it and enable them to take their part
init. It attempts to pass on to them its culture, including the standards
by which it would have them live. Where that culture is regarded as
final, the attempt is made to impose it on younger minds. Where it is
viewed as a stage in development, younger minds are trained both to
receive it and to criticise and improve upon it.

This culture is compesed of various elements. It runs from rudimen-

tary skill and knowledge up to the interpretation of the universe and
of man by which the community lives . . .
The purpose of education, it seems, is to transmit culture: so
culture (which has not been defined) is likely to be limited
to what can be transmitted by education. While ‘education’
is perhaps allowed to be more comprehensive than ‘the
educational system’, we must observe that the assumption
that culture can be summed up as skills and interpretations
controverts the more comprehensive view of culture which
I have endeavoured to take. Incidentally, we should keep a
sharp eye on this personified ‘community’ which is the
repository of authority. i

Another account of the purpose of education is that which
sees it in terms of political and social change. This, if I have
understood him, is the purpose which fires Mr. H. C. Dent.
“Our ideal’, he says in 4 New Order in English Education,
“is a full democracy.” Full democracy is not defined; and, if
full democracy is attained, we should like to know what is
to be our next ideal for education after this ideal has been
realised.
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Mr. Herbert Read gives his account of the purpose of
education in Education Through Art. 1 do not think that
Mr. Read could see quite eye to eye with Mr. Dent, for
whereas Mr. Dent wants a ‘full democracy’, Mr. Read says
that he ‘elects for a libertarian conception of democracy’,
which I suspect is a very different democracy from Mr.
Dent’s. Mr. Read (in spite of elects for) is a good deal more
precise in his use of words than Mr. Dent; so, while he is
less likely to confuse the hasty reader, he is more likely to
confound the diligent one. It is in electing for a libertarian
conception of democracy, he says, that we answer the
question ‘what is the purpose of education?” This purpose
is further defined as ‘the reconciliation of individual unique-
ness with social unity’.

Another kind of account of the purpose of education is
the uncompleted account, of which Dr. F. C. Happold (in
Towards a New Aristocracy) gives us a specimen. The
fundamental task of education, he tells us, is ‘training the
sort of men and women the age needs’. If we believe that
there are some sorts of men and women which are needed
by every age, we may remark that there should be perma-
nence as well as change in education. But the account is
incomplete, in that we ar(-]__g_l} wondering who is to deter-
mine whasthe needs of the ageared

One of the most frequent answers to the question ‘what is
the purpose of education?’ is ‘happiness’. Mr. Herbert Read
gives us this answer too, in a pamphlet called The Education
of Free Men, by saying that he knows of no better definition
of the aims of education than that of William Godwin: ‘the
true object of education . . . is the generation of happiness.’
“The Government’s purpose’, said the White Paper which
heralded the latest Education Act, ‘is to secure for children
a happier childhood and a better start in life.” Happiness is
often associated with ‘the full development of personality’.

Dr. C. E. M. Joad, showing more prudence than most of
those who attempt to answer this question, holds the view,
which seems to me a very sensible one, that education has a
number of ends. Of these he lists three (in A4bout Education,
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one of the most readable books on the subject that I have
consulted):

1. To enable a boy or girl to earn his or her living. . . .

2. To equip him to play his part as the citizen of a democracy.

3. To enable him to develop all the latent powers and faculties of

his nature and so enjoy a good life.

It is a relief, at this point, to have presented to us the simple
and intelligible notion that equipment to earn one’s living
is one of the purposes of education. We again note the close
association between education and democracy; here also Dr.
Joad is perhaps more prudent than Mr. Dent or Mr. Read
in not qualifying his ‘democracy’ by an adjective. “To
develop all the latent powers and faculties’ appears to be a
variant of ‘the full development of personality’: but Dr.
Joad is sagacious in avoiding the use of that puzzling word
‘personality’.

Some, no doubt, will disagree with Dr. Joad’s selection of
purposes. And we may, with more reason, complain that
none of them takes us very far without getting us into
trouble. They all contain some truth: but as each of them
needs to be corrected by the others, it is possible that they

all need to be adjusted to other purposes as well. Each of

them needs some qualification. A particular course of educa-
tion may, in the world in which a young person finds him-
self, be exactly what is needed to develop his peculiar gifts
and yet impair his ability to earn a living. Education of the
young to play their part in a democracy is a necessary adapta-
tion of individual to environment, if a democracy is what ke
is“going to play ks part in: if not, it is making the pupil
instrumental to the accomplishment of a social change which
the educator has. at heart—and this i1s not education but
something else. I am not denying that a democracy is the

_best form of society, but by introducing this standard for

education, Dr. Joad, with other writers, is leaving it open to

those who believe in some other form of society which Dr.

Joad might not like, to substitute (and so far as he is talking

about education only, Dr. Joad could not confute him) some

account like the following: ‘One of the purposes of education
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is to equip a boy or girl to play his or her part as the subject
of a despotic government.” Finally, as for developing all the
latent powers and faculties of one’s nature, I am not sure
that anyone should hope for that: it may be that we can
only develop some powers and faculties at the expense of
others, and that there must be some choice, as well as inevi-
tably some accident, in the direction which anyone’s develop-
ment takes. And as for the good life, there is some ambiguity
in the sense in which we shall ‘enjoy’ it: and what the good
life is, has been a subject of discussion from early times to
the present day.

What we remark especially about the educational thought
of the last few years, is the enthusiasm with which education
has been taken up as an instrument for the realisation of
social ideals. It would be a pity if we overlooked the possi-
bilities of education as a means of acquiring wisdom: if we
belittled the acquisition of Anowledge for the satisfaction of
curiosity, without any further motive than the desire to
know; and if we lost our respect for learning. So much for
the purpose of education. I proceed to the next assumption.

2. That Education makes people happier.

We have already found that the purpose of education has
been defined as the making people happier. The assumption
that it does make people happier needs to be considered
separately. That the educated person is happier than the un-
educated is by no means self-evident. Those who are con-
scious of their lack of education are discontented, if they
cherish ambitions to excel in occupations for which they are
not qualified: they are sometimes discontented, simply be-
cause they have been given to understand that more educa-
tion would have made them happier. Many of us feel some
grievance against our elders, our schools or our universities
for not having done better by us: this can be a way of
extenuating our own shortcomings and excusing our failures.
On the other hand, to be educated above the level of those
whose social habits and tastes one has inherited, may cause a
division within a man which interferes with happiness; even
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though, when the individual is of superior intellect, it may
bring him a fuller and more useful life. And to be trained,
taught or instructed above the level of one’s abilities and
strength may be disastrous; for education is a strain, and can
impose greater burdens upon a mind than that mind can
bear. Too much education, like too little education, can pro-
duce unhappiness.

5. That Education is something that everyone wants.

People can be persuaded to desire almost anything, for a
time, if they are constantly told that it is something to which
they are entitled and which is unjustly withheld from them.
The spontaneous desire for education is greater in some
communities than in others; it is generally agreed to be
stronger in the North than in the South of England, and
stronger still in Scotland. Tt is possible that the desire for
education is greater where there are difficulties in the way
of obtaining it—difficulties not insuperable but only to be
surmounted at the cost of some sacrifice and privation. If
this is so, we may conjecture that facility of education will
lead to indifference to it; and that the universal imposition
of education up to the years of maturity will lead to hostility
towards it. A high average of general education is perhaps
less necessary for a civil society than is a respect for learning.

4. That Education should be organised so as to give
‘equality of opportunity’

It follows from what has been said in an earlier chapter
about classes and élites, that education should help to pre-
serve the class and to select the élite. It is right that the
exceptional individual should have the opportunity to ele-

tThis may be called Jacobinism in Education. Jacobinism. according
to one who had given some attention to it, consisted ‘in taking the
people as equal individuals, without any corporate name or description,
without attention to property. without division of powers, and forming
the government of delegates from a number of men, so constituted; in
destroying or confiscating property, and bribing the public creditors, or
the poor, with the spoils, now of one part of the community, now of
another, without regard to prescription or profession.’—Burke: Remarks

on the Policy of the Allies.
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vate himself in the social scale and attain a position in which
he can exercise his talents to the greatest benefit of him-
self and of society. But the ideal of an educational system
which would automatically sort out everyone according to
his native capacities is unattainable in practice; and if we
made it our chief aim, would disorganise society and debase
education. It would disorganise society, by substituting for
classes, élites of brains,ser perhaps only of sharp wits. Any
educational system aiming at a complete adjustmént be-
tween education and society will tend both to restrict educa-
tion to what will lead to success in the world, and to restrict
success in the world to those persons who have been good
pupils of the system. The prospect of a society ruled and
directed only by those who have passed certain examinations
or satisfied tests devised by psychologists is not reassuring:
while it might give scope to talents hitherto obscured, it
would probably obscure others, and reduce to impotence
some who should have rendered high service. Furthermore,
the ideal of a uniform system such that no one capable of
receiving higher education could fail to get it, leads im-
perceptibly to the education of too many people, and con-
sequently to the lowering of standards to whatever this
swollen number of candidates is able to reach.

Nothing is more moving in Dr. Joad’s treatise than the
passage in which he expatiates on the amenities of Win-
chester and Oxford. Dr. Joad paid a visit to Winchester; and
while there, he wandered into a delightful garden. One sus-
pects that he may have got into the garden of the Deanery,
but he does not know what garden it was. This garden set
him to ruminating about the College, and its *blend of the
works of nature and man’. ‘What I see,” he said to himself,
‘is the end-product of a long-continuing tradition, running
back through our history, in this particular case, to the
Tudors.” (I cannot see why he stopped at the Tudors, but
that was far enough to sustain the emotion with which his
mind was suffused.) It was not only nature and architec-
ture that impressed him; he was aware also of ‘a long tradi-
tion of secure men leading dignified and leisured lives’.
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From Winchester his mind passed to Oxford, to the Oxford
which he had known as an undergraduate; and again, it was
not merely architecture and gardens upon which his mind
dwelt, but also men:

But even in my own time . . . when derocracy was already knocking
at the gates of the citadel it was so soon to capture, some faint after-
math of the Greek sunset could be observed. At Balliol, in 1911 there
was a group of young men centring ugon the Grenfells and John
Mantters, many of whom were killed in*fhe last war, who took it for
granted that they should row in the College boat, play hockey or rugger
for the College or even for the University, act for the O.U.D.S., get
tightatCollege Gaudies, spend partof thenight talkingin the companyof
their friends, while at thesame time getting theirscholarshipsand prizes
and Firsts in Greats. The First in Greats was taken, as it were, in their
stride. | have not seen such men before or since. It may be that they
were the last representatives of a tradition which died with them. . ..

It seems strange, after these wistful reflections, that Dr.
Joad should end his chapter by supporting a proposal of Mr.
R. H. Tawney: that the public schools should be taken over
by the State and used as boarding schools to accommodate
for two or three years the intellectuaily abler secondary
school boys from the ages of sixteen to ewhteeu. FFor the
conditions over which lm pronounces such a tearful valedic-
tory were not brought about by equality of opportunity.

They were not hrmurht ahout, ellhel, by mere privilege;

but by a happy (‘umbmalmn of prn:lvwe and opportunity,
in the blend he so savours, of which no Education Act will
ever find the secret.

5. The Mute Inglorious Milton dogma.

The Equality of Opportunity dogma, which is associated
with the belief that superiority is always superiority of
intellect, that some infallible method can be designed for
the detection of intellect, and that a system can be devised
which will infallibly nourish it, derives emotional reinforce-
ment from the belief in the mute inglorious Milton. This
myth assumes that a great deal of first rate ability—not
merely ability, but genius—is being wasted for lack of
-education; or, alternatively, that if even one potential

102

A Note on Education and Culture: and Conclusion

Milton has been suppressed in the course of centuries, from
deprivation of formal teaching, it is still worth while to turn
education topsy-turvy so that it may not happen again. (It
might be embarrassing to have a great many Miltons and
Shakespeares, but that danger is remote.) In justice to
Thomas Gray, we should remind ourselves of the last and
finest line of the quatrain, and remember that we may also
have escaped some Cromwell guilty of his country’s blood.
The proposition that we have lost a number of Miltons and
Cromwells through our tardiness in providing a comprehen-
sive state system of education, cannot be either proved or
disproved: it has a strong attraction for many ardent reform-
ing spirits.

This completes my brief list—which is not intended to be
exhaustive—of current beliefs. The'dogma of equal oppor-
tunity is the most influential of all, and is maintained stoutly
by some who would shrink from what seem to me its prob-
able consequences. It is an ideal which can only be fully
realised when the institution of the family is no longer
respected, and when parental control and responsibility
passes to the State. Any system which puts it into effect must
see that no advantages of family fortune, no advantages due
to the foresight, the self-sacrifice or the ambition of parents
are allowed to obtain for any child or young person an educa-
tion superior to that to which the system finds him to be
entitled. The popularity of the belief is perhaps an indica-
tion that the depression of the family is accepted, and that
the disintegration of classes is far advanced. This disintegra-
tion of classes had already led to an exaggerated estimate of
the social importance of the right \Ch()(,)l and the right
college at the right university, as giving a status which
formerly pertamed to mere birth. In a more articulated
society—which is not a society in which social classes are
isolated from each other: that is itself a kind of decay—the
social distinction of the right school or college would not be
so coveted, for social position would be marked in other
ways. The envy of those who are ‘better born’ than oneself

105



Director's Office records: Member files: Box 36: Eliot, TS [Administrative]
From the Shelby White and Leon Levy Archives Center, Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, NJ, USA

A Note on Education and Culture: and Conclusion

is a feeble velleity, with only a shadow of the passion with
which material advantages are envied. No sane person can
be consumed with bitterness at not having had more exalted
ancestors, for that would be towish to be another person than
the person one is: but the advantage of the status conferred
by education at a more fashionable school is one which we
canreadily imagine ourselves as having enjoyed also. The dis-
integration of class has induced the expansion of envy, which
provides amyle fuel for the flame of ‘equal opportunity’.
Besides the motive of giving everyone as much education
as possible, because education is in itself desirable, there are
other motives affecting educational legislation: motives
which may be praiseworthy, or which simply recognise the
inevitable, and which we need mention here only as a
reminder of the complexity of the legislative problem. One
motive, for instance, for raising the age-limit of compulsory
schooling, is the laudable desire to protect the adolescent,
and fortify him against the more degrading influences to
which he is exposed on entering the ranks of industry. We
should be candid about such a motive; and instead of ailirm-
ing what is to be doubted, that everyone will profit by as
many years of tuition as we can give him, admit that the
conditions of life in modern industrial society are so deplo-
rable, and the moral restraints so weak, that we must pro-
long the schooling of young people simply because we are at
our wits’ end to know what to do to save them. Instead of
congratulating ourselves on our progress, whenever the
school assumes another responsibility hitherto left to parents,
we might do better to admit that we have arrived at a stage
of civilisation at which the family is irresponsible, or in-
competent, or helpless; at which parents cannot be ex-
pected to train their children properly; at which many
parents cannot afford to feed them properly, and would
not know how, even if they had the means; and that
Education must step in and make the best of a bad job.2

1 I hope, however, that the reader of these lines has read, or will
immediately read, The Peckham Experiment, as an illustration of what
, «can be done, under modern conditions, to help the family to help itself.
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Mr. D. R. Hardman! observed that:

The age of industrialism and democracy had brought to an end
most of the great cultural traditions of Europe, and not least that of
architecture. In the contemporary world, in which the majority were
half-educated and many not even a quarter educated, and in which
large fortunes and enormous power could be obtained by exploiting
ignorance and appetite, there was a vast cultural breakdown which
stretched from America to Europe and from Europe to the East.

This is true, though there are a few inferences which might
be improperly drawn. The exploitation of ignorance and
appetite is not an activity only of commercial adventurers
making large fortunes: it can be pursued more thoroughly
and on a larger scale by governments. The cultural break-
down is not a kind of infection which began in America,
spread to Europe, and from Europe has contaminated the
East: (Mr. Hardman may not have meant that, but his
words might be so interpreted). But what is important is to
remember that ‘half-education” is a modern phenomenon.
In earlier ages the majerity could not be said to have been
‘half-educated’ or less: people had the education necessary
for the functions they were called upon to perform. It would
be incorrect to refer to a member of a primitive society, or
to a skilled agricultural labourer in any age, as half-educated
or quarter-educated or educated to any smaller fraction.
FEducation in the modern sense implies a disintegrated soci-
ety, in which it has come to be assumed that there must be
one measure of education according to which everyone is
educated simply more or less. Henee Education has become

- an abstraction.

Once we have arrived at this abstraction, remote from
life, it is easy to proceed to the conclusion—for we all agree
about the ‘cultural breakdown'—that education for every-
body is the means we must employ for putting civilisation
together again. Now so long as we mean by ‘education’
everything that goes to form the good individual in a good

! As Parliamentary Secretary to the Ministry of Education, speaking

on January 12, 1946, at the general meeting of the Middlesex Hea
‘Teachers' Association.
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society, we are in accord, though the conclusion does not
appear to get us anywhere; but when we come to mean by
‘education’ that limited system of instruction which the
Ministry of Education controls, or aims to control, the
remedy is manifestly and ludicrously inadequate. The same
may be said of the definition of the purpose of education
which we have already found in The Churches Survey Their
Task. According to this definition, education is the process
by which the community attempts to pass on to all its mem-
bers its culture, including the standards by which it would
have them live. The community, in this definition, is an
unconscious collective mind, very different from the mind
of the Ministry of Education, or the Head Masters’ Associa-
tion, or the mind of any of the numerous bodies concerned
with education. If we include as education all the influences
of family and environment, we are going far beyond what
professional educators can control—though their sway can
extend very far indeed; but if we mean that culture is what
is passed on by our elementary and secondary schools, or by
our preparatory and public schools, then we are asserting
that an organ is a whole organism. For the schools can trans-
mit only a part, and they can only transmit this part effec-
tively, if the outside influences, not only of family and
environment, but of work and play, of newsprint and spec-
tacles and entertainment and sport, are in harmony with
them.

Error creeps in « again and again through our tendency to
think of culture as group (ullure e\clusn ely, the cullure of
the ‘cultured’ classes and élites. We then proceed to think
of the humbler part of society as having culture only in so
far as it participates in this superior and more conscious cul-
ture. To treat the ‘uneducated’ mass of the population as
we might treat some innocent tribe of savages to whom we
are impelled to deliver the true faith, is to encourage them
to neglect or despise that culture which they should possess
and from which the more conscious part of culture draws
vitality; and to aim to make everyone share in the apprecia-
tion of the fruits of the more conscious part of culture is to
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adulterate and cheapen what you give. For it is an essential
condition of the preservation of tll(‘ quality of the culture of
the minority, that it should continue to be a minority culture.
No number of Young Peoples’ Colleges will compensate for
the deterioration of Oxford and Cambridge, and for the dis-
appearance of that ‘blend’ which Dr. Joad relishes. A *mass-
culture’ will always be a substitute-culture; and sooner or
later the deception will become apparent to the more intelli-
gent of those upon whom this culture has been palmed off.

I am not questioning the usefulness, or deriding the dig-
nity of Young Peoples’ Colleges, or of any other particular
new construction. In so far as these institutions can be good,
they are more likely to be good, and not to deliver dis-
appointment, if we are frankly aware of the limits of what
we can do with them, and if we combat the delusion that
the maladies of the modern world can be put right by a sys-
tem of instruction. A measure which is desirable as a pallia-
tive, may be injurious if presented as a cure. My main point
is the same as that which I tried to make in the previous
chapter, when I spoke of the tendency of politics to domi-
nate culture, instead of keeping to its place within a culture.
There is also the danger that education—which indeed
comes under the influence of politics—will take upon itself
the reformation and direction of culture, instead of keeping
to its place as one of the activities through which a culture
realises itself. Culture cannot altogether be brought to con-
sciousness: and the culture f\\thh we are w ho!l} conscious
is never the whole of culture: the effective culture is that
which is directing the activities of those who are manipula-
ting that which they call culture.

So the instructive point is this, that the more education
arrogates to itself the responsibility, the more systematically
will it betray culture. The definition of the purpose of educa-
tion in The Churches Survey Therr Task returns to plague
us like the laughter of hyaenas at a funeral. Where that
culture is regarded as final, the attempt is made to impose it
on younger minds. Where it is viewed as a stage in develop-
ment, younger minds are trained to receive it and to improve
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upon it. These are cosseting phrases avhich reprove our cul-
tural ancestors—including those of Greece, Rome, Italy and
France—who had no notion of the extent to which their
culture was going to be improved upon after the Oxford
Conference on Church, Community and State in 1937. We
know now that the highest achievements of the past, in art,
in wisdom, in holiness, were but ‘stages in development’
which we can teach our springalds to improve upon. We
must not train them merely to receive the culture of the
past, for that would be to regard the culture of the past as
final. We must not impose culture upon the young, though
we may impose upon them whatever political and social
philosophy is in vogue. And vet the culture of Europe has
deteriorated visibly within the memory of many who are by
no means the oldest among us. And we know, that whether
education can foster and improve culture or not, it can
surely adulterate and degrade it. For there is no doubt that
in our headlong rush to educate everybody, we are lowering
our standards, and more and more abandoning the study of
those subjects by which the essentials of our culture—of that
part of it which is transmissible by education—are trans-
mitted; destroying our ancient edilices to make ready the

ground upon which the barbarian nomads of the future will

encamp in their mechanised caravans.

The previous paragraph is to be considered only as an
incidental flourish to relieve the feelings of the writer and
perhaps of a few of his more sympathetic readers. It is no
longer possible, as it might have been a hundred years ago,
to find consolation in prophetic gloom: and such a means of
escape would betray the intentions of this essay as stated in
my introduction. If the reader goes so far as to agree that the
kind of organisation of society which I have indicated is
likely to be that most favourable to the growth and survival
of a superior culture, he should then consider whether the
means are themselves desirable as ends: for I have maintained
that we cannot directly set about to create or improve
culture—we can only will the means which are favourable
to culture, and to do this we must be convinced that these
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means are themselves socially desirable. And beyond that
point, we must proceed to consider how far these con-
ditions of culture are possible, or even, in a particular
situation at a particular time, compatible with all the im-
mediate and pressing needs of an emergency. For one thing
to avoid is a wnversalised planning: one thing to ascertain
is the limits of the plannable. My enquiry, therefore, has
been directed on the meaning of the word culture: so that
everyone should at least pause to examine what this word
means to him, and what it means to him in each par-
ticular context before using it. Even this modest aspiration
might, if realised, have consequences in the policy and
conduct of our ‘cultural” enterprises.
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The Unity of European Culture

I

his is the first time that I have ever addressed a

German-speaking audience, and before speaking on

such a large subject, I think that I should present my
credentials. For the unity of European culture is a very large
subject indeed, and no one should try to speak about it,
unless he has some particular knowledge or experience. Then
he should start from that knowledge and experience and
show what bearing it has on the general subject. I am a poet
and a critic of poetry: I was also, from 1922 to 1939, the
editor of a quarterly review. In this first talk T shall try to
show what the [irst of these twp professions has to do with
my subject, and what conclusions my experience has led me
to draw. So this is a series of talks about the unity of Euro-
pean culture from the point of view of a man of letters.

It has often been claimed that English, of all the languages
of modern Europe, is the richest for the purposes of writing
poetry. I think that this claim is justified. But please notice
that when I say ‘richest for the purposes of writing poetry’
I have been careful in my words: I do not mean that Eng-
land has preduced the greatest poets, or the greatest amount
of great poetry. That is another question altogether. There
are as great poets in other languages: Dante is certainly
greater than Milton, and at least as great as Shakespeare.
And even for the quantity of greal poetry, I am not con-
cerned to maintain that England has produced more. I
simply say that the English language is the most remarkable
medium for the poet to play with. It has the largest vocabu-
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lary: so large, that the command of it by any one poet seems
meagre in comparison with its total wealth. But this is not
the reason why it is the richest language for poetry: it is
only a consequence of the real reason. This reason, in my
opinion, is the variety of the elements of which English is
made up. First, of course, there is the Germanic foundation,
the element that you and we have in common. After this
we find a considerable Scandinavian element, due in the
first place to the Danish conquest. Then there is the Norman
French element, after the Norman conquest. After this there
followed a succession of French influences, traceable through
words adopted at different periods. The sixteenth century
saw a great increase of new words coined from the Latin;
and the development of the language from the early six-
teenth century to the middle of the seventeenth, was largely
a process of testing new Latin words, assimilating some and
rejecting others. And there is another element in English,
not so easy to trace, but I think of considerable importance,

" the Celtic. But I am not thinking, in all this history, only of

the Words, I am thinking, for poetry, primarily of the
Rhythms. Each of these languages brought its own music:
and the richness of the English language for poetry is first of
all in its variety of metrical elements. There is the rhythm
of early Saxon verse, the rhythm of the Norman French, the
rhythm of the Welsh, and also the influence of generations
of study of Latin and Greek poetry. And even to-day, the
English language enjoys constant possibilities of refreshment
from its several centres: apart from the vocabulary, poems
by Englishmen, Welshmen, Scots and Irishmen, all written
in English, continue to show differences in their Music.

I have not taken the tréuble to talk to you in order to
praise my own language: my reason for discussing it is that
I think the reason why English is such a good language for
poetry is that it is a composite from so many different Euro-
pean sources. As [ have said, this does not imply that"Eng-
land must have produced the greatest poets. Art, as Goethe
said, is in limitation: and a great poet is one who makes the
most of the language that is given him. The truly great poet
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makes his language a great language. It is true, however,
that we tend to think of each of the greater peoples as excel-
ling in one art rather than another: Italy and then France
in painting, Germany in music, and England in poetry. But,
in the first place, no art has ever been the exclusive posses-
sion of any one country of Europe. And in the second place,
there have been periods in which some other country than
England has taken the lead in poetry. For instance, in the
final years of the eighteenth century and the first quarter of
the nineteenth, the Romantic movement in English poetry
certainly dominated. But in the second half of the nine-
teenth c:.entuf}_' the greatest contribution to European poetry
was certainly made in France. I refer to the tradition which
starts with !;audvluire, and culminates in Paul Valéry. I ven-
ture to say that without this French tradition the work of
three po(:ts in other languages—and three very different
from each other—I refer to W. B. Yeats, to Rainer Maria

Rilke, and, if I may, to myself—would hardly be conceiv-

able. And, so complicated are these literary inlluences, we
must remember that this French movement itself owed a
good deal to an American of Irish extraction: Ldgar Allan
Poe. And, even when one country and language leads all
others, we must not assume that the poets to whom this is
due are necessarily the greatest poets. I have spoken of the
Romantic movement in England. But at that time Goethe was
writing. I do not know of any standard by which one could
gauge the relative greatness of Goethe and Wordsworth as
jmets, but the total work of Goethe has a scope which makes
him a greater man. And no English poet contemporary with
Wordsworth can entex into comparison with Goethe at all.

I have been leading up to another important truth about
poetry in Europe. This is, that no one nation, no one lan-
guage, would have achieved what it has, if the same art had
not been cultivated in neighbouring countries and in differ-
ent languages. We cannot understand any one European
literature without knowing a good deal about the others.
When we examine the history of poetry in Europe, we find
a tissue of influences woven to anl fro. There have been
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good poets who knew no language but their own, but
even they have been subject to influences taken in and dis-
seminated by other writers among their own people. Now,
the possibility of each literature renewing itself, proceeding
to new creative activity, making new discoveries in the use
of words, depends on two things. First, its ability to receive
and assimilate influences from abroad. Second, its ability to
go back and learn from its own sources. As for the first, when
the several countries of Europe are cut off from each other,
when poets no longer read any literature but that in their
own language, poetry in every country must deteriorate. As
for the second, I wish to make this point especially: thas
every literature must have some sources which are pecu-
liarly its own, deep in its own history; but, also, and at least
equally important, are the sources which we share in com-
mon: that is, the literature of Rome, of Greece and of Israel.

There is a question which ought to be asked at this point,
and which ought to be answered. What of the influences
from outside Europe, of the great literature of Asia?

In the literature of Asia is great poetry. There is also pro-
found wisdom and some very diffieult metaphysics; but at
the moment I am only concerned with poetry. I have no
knowledge whatever of the Arabic, Persian, or Chinese lan-
guages. Long ago I studied the ancient Indian languages,
and while I was chiefly interested at that time in Philosophy,
I read a little pottry too; and I know that my own poetry
shows the influence of Indian thought and sensibility. But
generally, poets are not oriental scholars—I was never a
scholar myself; and the influence of oriental literature upon
poets is usually through translations. That there has been
some influence of poetry of the East in the last century and
a half is undeniable: to instance only English poetry, and in
our own time, the ppetical translations from the Chinese
made by Ezra Pound, and those made by Arthur Waley,
have probably been read by every poet writing in English.
It is obvious that through individual interpreters, specially
gifted for appreciating a remote culture, every literature
may influence every other; and I emphasise this. For when

H 3 113 E.D.C.
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I speak of the unity of European culture, I do not want
to give the impression that I regard European culture as
something cut off from every other. The frontiers of culture
are not, and should not be, closed. But history makes a
difference. Those countries which share the most history,
are the most important to each other, with respect to
their future literature. We have our common classics, of
Greece and Rome; we have a common classic even in our
several translations of the Bible.

What I have said of poetry is I think true of the other arts
as well. The painter or the composer perhaps enjoys greater
freedom, in that he is not limited by a particular language
spoken only in one part of Europe: but in the practice of
every art I think you find the same three elements: the
local tradition, the common European tradition, and the
influence of the art of one European country upon another.
I only put this as a suggestion. I must limit myself to the art
which I know most about. In poetry at least, no one country
can be consistently highly creative for an indefinite period.
Each country must_ have its secondary epochs, when no
remarkable new development takes place: and so the centre
of activity will shift to and fro between one country and
another. And in poetry there is no such thing as complete
originality, owing nothing to the past. Whenever a Virgil, a
Dante, a Shakespeare, a Goethe is born, the whole future of
European poetry is altered. When a great poet has lived,
certain things have been done once for all, and cannot be
achieved again; but, on the other hand, every great poet
adds something to the complex material out of which future
poetry will be written. .

I have been speaking of the unity of European culture as
illustrated by the arts and among the arts by the only one on
which I am qualified to speak. I want to talk next time about
the unity of European culture as illustrated by ideas. I men-
tioned at the beginning that during the period between the
wars I had edited a quarterly review. My experience in this
capacity, and my reflections upon it, will provide the starting
point for my next talk.
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I mentioned in my last talk that I had started and
edited, between the wars, a literary review. I mentioned
it first as one of my qualifications for speaking on this
general subject. But also the history of this review illustrates
some of the points that I want to make. So I hope that, after
I have told you a little about it, you will begin to see its
relevance to the subject of these talks.

We produced the first number of this review in the
autumn of 1922, and decided to bring it to an end with the
first number of the year 1939. So you see that its life covered
nearly the same period that we call the years of peace.
Except for a period of six months during which I tried the
experiment of producing it monthly, its appearance was four
times a year. In starting this review, I had the aim of bring-
ing together the best in new thinking and new writing in its
time, from all the countries of Furope that had am_vlll':ing to
contribute to the common good. Of course it was (luﬁighﬁd
primarily for English readers, and therefore all foreign con-
tributions had to appear in an English translation. There
may be a function for reviews published in two or more lan-
guages, and in two or more countries simultaneously. But
even such reviews, searching all Europe for C()nlribilliuns,
must contain some pieces of translation, if they are to be
read by everybody. And they cannot take the place of
those periodicals which appear in each country and which
are intended primarily for the readers in that country. So
my review was an ordinary English periodical, only of inter-
national scope. I sought therefore, first to find out who were
the best writers, unknown or little known outside of their
own country, whose work deserved to be known more widely.
Second, I tried to establish relations with those literary
periodicals abroad, the aims of which corresponded most
nearly to my own. I mention, as instances, the Nouvelle
Revue Frangaise (then edited by Jacques Riviére, and sub-
sequently by Jean Paulhan), the Neue Rundschau, the Neue
Schweizer Rundschau, the Revista de Occidente in Spain, Il
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Convegno and others in Italy. These connexions developed
very satisfactorily, and it was no fault of any of the editors
concerned, if they subsequently languished. I am still of the
opinion, twenty-three years after I began, and seven years
after I ended, that the existence of such a network of in-
dependent reviews, at least one in every capital of Europe,
is necessary for the transmission of ideas—and to make pos-
sible the circulation of ideas while they are still fresh. The
editors of such reviews, and if possible the more regular
contributors, should be able to get to know each other person-
ally, to visit each other, to entertain each other, and to ex-
change ideas in conversation. In any one such periodical, of
course, there must be much that will be of interest only to
readers of its own nation and language. But their co-opera-
tion should continually stimulate that circulation of influ-
ence of thought and sensibility, between nation and nation
in Europe, which fertilises and renovates from abroad the
literature of each one of them. And through such co-opera-
tion, and the friendships between men of letters which ensue
from it, should emerge into public view those works of litera-
ture which are not only of local, but of European significance.

The particular point, however, of my talking about my
aims, in relation to a review which has been dead for seven
years, is that in the end they failed. And I attribute this
failure chiefly to the gradual closing of the mental frontiers
of Europe. A kind of cultural autarchy followed inevitably
upon political and economic autarchy. This did not merely
interrupt communications: I believe that it had a numbing
effect upon creative activity within every country. The
blight fell first upon our friends in Italy. And after 1933
contributions from Germany became more and more diffi-
cult to find. Some of our friends died; some disappeared;
some merely became silent. Some went abroad, cut off from
their ewn cultural roots. One of the latest found and the last
lost, was that great critic and good European, who died a few
months ago: Theodor Haecker. And, from much of the Ger-
man writing that I saw in the 30’s, by authors previously
unknown to me, I formed the opinion that the newer Ger-
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man writers had less and less to say to Europe; that they
were more and more saying what could be understood, if
understood at all, only in Germany. VWhat happened in
Spain is more confused; the tumult of the civil war was
hardly favourable to thought and creative writing; and that
war divided and scattered, even when it did not destroy,
many of her ablest writers. In France there was still free
intellectual activity, but more and more harassed and limited
by political anxieties and forebodings, and by the internal
divisions which political prepossessions set up. England,
though manifesting some symptoms of the same malady,
remained apparently intact. But I think that our literature
of that period suffered by being more and more restricted to
its own resources, as well as by the obsession with politics.
Now the first comment I have to make on this story of a
literary review which had clearly failed of its purpose several
years before events brought it to an end, is this. A universal
concern with politics does not unite, it divides. It unites
those politically minded folk who agree, across the frontiers
of nations, against some other international group who hold
opposed views. But it tends to destroy the cultural unity of
Europe. The Criterion, for that is the name of the review
which I edited, had, I believe, a definite character and co-
hesion, although its contributors were men holding the most
diverse political, social and religious views. I think also that
it had a definite congeniality with the foreign periodicals
with which it associated itself. The question of a writer’s
political, social or religious views simply did not enter into
our calculations, or into those of our foreign colleagues.
What the common basis was, both at home and abroad, s is
not easy to define. In those days it was unnecessary to formu-
late it; at the present time it becomes impossible to formu-
late. I should say that it was a common concern for the
highest standards both of thought and of expression, that it
was a common curiosity and openness of mind to new ideas.
The ideas with which you did not agree, the opinions which
you could not accept, were as important to you as those
which you found immediately acceptable. You examined
117




Director's Office records: Member files: Box 36: Eliot, TS [Administrative]
From the Shelby White and Leon Levy Archives Center, Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, NJ, USA

Appendix

them without hostility, and with the assurance that you
could learn from them. In other words, we could take for
granted an interest, a delight, in ideas for their own sake, in
the free play of intellect. \nd I think that also, among our
chief contributors and colleagues, there was something
which was not so much a consciously held belief, but an un-
conscious assumption. Something which had never been
doubted, and therefore had no need to rise to the conscious
level of affirmation. It was the assumption that there existed
an international fraternity of men of letters, within Europe:
a bond which did not replace, but was perfectly compatible
with, national lovalties, religious loyalties, and differences of
politicel plulouopln And llmt it was our business not so much
to make any particular ideas prevail, as to maintain intellec-
tual activity on the highest level.

I do not think that T#he Criterion, in its final years, wholly
succeeded in living up to this ideal. I think that in the later
years it tended to reflect a particular point of view, rather
than to illustrate a variety of views on that plane. But I do
not think that this was altogether the fault of the editor: 1
think that it came about partly from the pressure of circum-
stances of which I have spoken.

I am not pretending that politics and culture have  nothing
to do with each other. If they could be Kept completely
apart, the problem might be simpler than it is. A nation’s
political structure affects its culture, and in turn is affected
by that culture. But nowadays we take too much interest in
each other’s domestic politics, and at the same time have
very little contact with each other’s culture. The confusion
of eulture and politics may lead in two different directions.
It may make a nation intolerant of every culture butits own,
so that it feels impelled to stamp out, or to remould, every
culture surrounding it. An error of the Germany of Hitler
was to assume that every other culture than that of Ger-
many was either decadent or barbaric. Let us have an end of
such assumptions. The other direction in which the confu-
sion of culture and politics may lead, is towards the ideal of a
warld state in which there will, in the end, be only one uni-
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form world culture. I am not here criticising any schemes
for }\'orld organisation. Such schemes belong to the plane of
enginezring, of devising machinery. Machinery is necessary,
and the more perfect the machine the better. But culture is
something that must grow; you cannot build a tree, you can
only plant it, and care for it, and wait for it to mature in its
due time; and when it is grown you must not complain if
you find that from an acorn has come an oak, and not an
elm-tree. And a political structure is partly construction,
and partly p;rowth- partly machinery, and the same
machinery, if good, is equally good for dl] peoples; and partlv
growing with and from the nation’s culture, and in that
respect different from that of other nations. For the health
of the culture of Europe two conditions are required: that
the culture of each country should be unique, and that the
different cultures should recognise their relationship to each
other, so that each should be susceptible of influence from
the others. And this is possible because there is a common
element in European culture, an interrelated history of
thought and feeling and l)vha\mur, an interchange of arts
and of ideas.

In my last talk I shall try to define this common element
more closely: and I think that will require my saying a little
more about the meaning that I give to this word ‘Culture’,
which I have been using so constantly.
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I said at the end of my second talk that I should want to
make a little clearer what I mean when I use the term
culture. Like ‘democracy’, this is a term which needs to
be, not only defined, but illustrated, almost every time we
use it. And it is necessary to be clear about what we mean by
‘culture’, so that we may be clear about the distinction be-
tween l]l(‘ material organisation of Europe, and the spiritual
organism of Europe. If the latter dies, then what you or ra-
nise will not be Europe, but merely a mass of human l)uuu 'S
speaking several different Lmnnlwv And there will be no
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longer any justification for their continuing to speak differ-
ent languages, for they will no longer have anything to say
which cannot be said equally well in any language: they
will, in short, have no longer anything to say in poetry. I
have already affirmed that there can be no ‘European’ cul-
ture if the several countries are isolated from each other: I
add now that there can be no European culture if these
courntries are reduced to identity. We need variety in unity:
not the unity of organisation, but the unity of nature.

By ‘culture’, then, I mean first of all what the anthropo-
logists mean: the way of life of a particular people living
together in one place. That culture is made visible in their
arts, in their social system, in their habits and customs, in
their religion. But these things added together do not consti-
tute the culture, though we often speak for convenience as
if they did. These things are simply the parts into which a
culture can be anatomised, as a human body can. But just as
a man is something more than an assemblage of the various
constituent parts of his body, so a culture is more than the
assemblage of its arts, customs, and religious beliefs. These
things all act upon each other, and fully to understand one
you have to understand all. Now there are of course higher
cultures and lower cultures, and the higher cultures in
general are distinguished by differentiation of function, so
that you can speak of the less cultured and the more cultured
strata of society, and finally, you can speak of individuals as
being exceptionally cultured. The culture of an artist or a
philosopher is distinct from that of a mine worker or field
labourer; the culture of a poet will be somewhat different
from that of a politician; but in a healthy society these are
all parts of the same culture; and the artist, the poet, the
philesopher, the politician and the labourer will have a cul-
ture in common, which they do not share with other people
of the same occupations in other countries.

Now it is obvious that one unity of culture is that of the
people who live together and speak the same language: be-
cause speaking the same language means thinking, and feel-
ing, and having emotions, rather differently from people
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who use a different language. But the cultures of different
peoples do affect each other: in the world of the future it
looks as if every part of the world would affect every other
part. I have suggested earlier, that the cultures of the differ-
ent countries of Europe have in the past derived very great
benefit from their influence upon each other. I have sug-
gested that the national culture which isolates itself volun-
tarily, or the national culture which is cut off from others by
circumstances which it cannot control, suffers from this isola-
tion. Also, that the country which receives culture from
abroad, without having anything to give in return, and the
country which aims to impose its culture on another, with-
out accepting anything in return, will both suffer from this
lack of reciprocity.

There is something more than a general exchange of cul-
ture influences, however. You cannot even attempt to trade
equally with every other nation: there will be some who
need the kind of goods that you produce, more than others
do, and there will be some who produce the goods you need
yourselves, and others who do not. So cultures of people
speaking different languages can be more or less closely
related: and sometimes so closely related that we can speak
of their having a common culture. Now when we speak of
‘European culture’, we mean the identities which we can
discover in the various national cultures; and of course even
within Europe, some cultures are more closely related than
others. Also, one culture within a group of cultures can be
closely related, on different sides, to two cultures which are
not closely related to each other. Your cousins are not all
cousins of each other, for some are on the father’s side and
some on the mother’s. Now, just as I have refused to consider
the culture of Europe simply as the sum of a number of
unrelated cultures in the same area, so I refused to separate
the world into quite unrelated cultural groups; I refused to
draw any absolute line between East and West, between
Europe and Asia. There are, however, certain common
features in FEurope, which make it possible to speak of a
European culture. What are they?
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The dominant force in creating a common culture be-
tween peoples each of which has its distinct culture, is reli-
gion. Please do not, at this point, make a mistake in antici-
pating my meaning. This is not a religious talk, and I am
not setting out to convert anybody. I am simply stating a
fact. I am not so much concerned with the communion of
Christian believers to-day; I am talking about the common
tradition of Christianity which has made Europe what it is,
and about the common cultural elements which this com-
mon Christianity has brought with it. If Asia were converted
to Christianity to-morrow, it would not thereby become a
part of Europe. It is in Christianity that our arts have
developed; it is in Christianity that the laws of Europe have
—until recently—been rooted. It is against a background of
Christianity that all our thought has significance. An indivi-
- dual Furopean may not believe that the Christian Faith is
true, and yet what he says, and makes, and does, will all
spring out of his heritage of Christian culture and depend
upon that culture for its meaning. Only a Christian culture
could have produced a-Voltaire or a Nietzsche. I do not
believe that the culture of Europe could survive the com-
plete disappearance of the Christian Faith. And T am con-
vinced of that, not merely because I anr a Christian myself,
but as a student of social biology. If Christianity goes, the
whole of our culture goes. Then you must start painfully
again, and you cannot pul on a new culture ready made.
You must wait for the grass to grow to feed the sheep to
give the wool out of which your new coat will be made. You
must pass through many centuries of barbarism. We should
not live to see the new culture, nor would our great-great-
great-grandchildren: and if we did, not one of us would be
happy in it.

To our Christian heritage we owe many things beside
religious faith. Through it we trace the evolution of our arts,
through it we have our conception of Roman Law which
has done so much to shape the Western World, through it
we have our conceptions of private and public morality. And
through it we have our common standards of literature, in
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the literatures of Greece and Rome. The Western world has
its unity in this heritage, in Christianity and in the ancient
civilisations of Greece, Rome and Israel, from which, owing
to two thousand years of Christianity, we trace our descent.
I shall not elaborate this point. What I wish to say is, that
this unity in the common elements of culture, throughout
nsany centuries, is the true bond between us. No political
and economic organisation, however much goodwill it com-
mands, can supply what this culture unity gives. If we dissi-
pate or throw away our common patrimony of culture, then
all the organisation and planning of the most ingenious
minds will not help us, or bring us closer together.

The unity of culture, in contrast to the unity of political
organisation, does not require us all to have only one loyalty:
it means that there will be a variety of loyalties. It is wrong
that the only duty of the individual should be held to be
towards the State; it is fantastic to hold that the supreme
duty of every individual should be towards a Super-State. I
will give one instance of what I mean by a variety of loyalties.
No university ought to be merely a national institution. even
if it is supported by the nation. The universities of Europe
should have their common ideals, they should have their
obligations towards each other. They should be independent
of the governments of the countries in which they are situ-
ated. They should not be institutions for the training of an
efficient bureaucracy, or for equipping scientists to get the
better of foreign scientists; they should stand for the pre-
servation of learning, for the pursuit of truth, and in so far
as men are capable of it, the attainment of wisdom.

There is much more that I should have liked to say in this
last talk, but I must now be very brief. My last appeal is to
the men of letters of Europe, who have a special responsi-
bility for the preservation and transmission of our common
culture. We may hold very different political views: our
common responsibility is to preserve our common culture
uncontaminated by political influences. It is not a question
of sentiment: it does not matter so much whether we like
each other, or praise each other’s writings. What matters is
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that we should recognise our relationship and mutual depen-
dence upon each other. What matters is our inability, with-
out each other, to produce those excellent works which mark
a superior civilisation. We cannot, at present, hold much
communication with each other. We cannot visit each
other as private individuals; if we travel at all, it can only
be through government agencies and with official duties.
But we can at least try to save something of those goods of
which we are the common trustees; the legacy of Greece,
Rome and Israel, and the legacy of Europe throughout the
last 2,000 years. In a world which has seen such material
devastation as ours, these spiritual possessions are also in
imminent peril.
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A Birthday Book for Mr. Eliot

Eliot’s sixtieth birthday, and to mark the occasion Editions

F I “O-MORROW, Sunday, September 26th, is Mr. T. S.

Poetry London are publishing (on Monday morning) 7. S.

Eliot : a Symposium,

compiled by Richard March and

Tambimuttu. In this elegant-looking volume, nearly fifty of
Mr. Eliot's friends, fellow poets, admirers and disciples offer
tributes of affection and esteem to the outstanding poet of the
present time. The contributions are broadly of four kinds:
biographical, as for example the reminiscences of his early
contemporaries and associates, Wyndham Lewis and Clive Bell ;
personal statements by writers of various countries ; essays of pure
criticism ; poems in homage written by Edith Sitwell, W. H.
Auden, and other poets. Perhaps the most charming piece in the
attractive collection is the description, part of which is quoted

below, of

T. S. Eliot as a Publisher

by F. V. MORLEY

ITHOUT there being anything

in the least sinister in the
thought, I am not sure that Eliot’s
best qualification to become a pub-
lisher wasn’t the fact that he had
worked in a bank. He didn’t put up
any money to get into Faber &
Gwyer ; no money was needed ;
I'm sure no such question was born
or thought of. But at the same time,
at the start of a publishing house
solvency is the greatest aim, and
there was possibly something solid
and comforting, something magical,
in having a banker in the crew.

On April Ist, 1929, Faber &
Gwyer was reorganised into a new
firm, Faber & Faber. Under that
new imprint a good many serious
and useful books began increasingly
to make their way. They also began
to exhibit a recognisable character.
This was observable in their physical
appearance. Richard de la Mare's
superb gift for book-production had
developed greatly since his first days
with Selwyn & Blount, and his later,
but still rather tentative, production
for Faber & Gwyer. Now he really
hit his stride. He achieved full con-
fidence in his own distinctive style,
which was beautifully adapted to
the kind of book for which the new
firm became eminent. For though,
from the beginning, Faber & Faber
published a wide range of books,
there developed a distinct * Faber ™
character.

I think there’s no question who
did most to shape this character. It
was not the character of any one
individual ; it was the ethos of a
group ; and the group was shaped
by its chairman, Geoffrey Faber. It

is quite accurate to say that many
diverse books, not all of which gave
Faber satisfaction, exhibited a
* Faber " character. His was, and
is a very complicated, penetrative,
sensitive, excitable and tolerant
genius. The beauty of the situation
in 1929 was that by then Faber too
had found his style, and had found
full confidence in it. His love for
music is really the clue. Faber's
style was his team, and he made his
team organic. Then he gave it his
full trust, and it worked.

The Faber policy demanded faith.
What I have spoken of as the Faber
character in books, when you looked
inside them, was seen to reside not
so much in having been published
for a commercial reason, as for some
other intrinsic quality : it might be
only some aspect of truthfulness or
beauty. I don’t believe any other
publishing house gave more con-
sideration to the intrinsic merits of
a manuscript, or displayed more
interest if it made any effective
contribution to cultural conversa-
tion. The Faber faith was that the
state of the world was not so bad,
but that this policy could pay. It
did. 1 can remember with amuse-
ment certain shrewd and solemn
prophecies of failure ; but the years
proved that a bunch of Oxford
amateurs could achieve some
exciting publishing.

Eliot was a member of the team.
I too was lucky enough to become a
member when Faber & Faber
started, and for a while I shared a
room, and what was worse, a tele-
phone, with Eliot. In the formal
organisation of Faber & Faber

The new publisher.—T. S. Eliot in 1926,
outside the front door of Faber &

Gwyer. The snapshot reproduced here
is from the collection in the Houghton
Harvard

Library at

provision was made to exempt
Eliot from the full duties of ordinary
directors, for by this time everyone
was anxious to protect him, on the
theory that poets should have just
enough but not too much work to
do. As soon as the business got to
work, such anxiety was forgotten.
Eliot might be no end of a lumen er
decus, all the rest of us might be
proud of the way his reputation was
growing, but that did not prevent
him from becoming rapidly sub-
merged with just as many menial
tasks as anybody else; with this
difference, that on Eliot was durr_tpcd
anything or anybody peculiarly
difficult or peculiarly time-wasting.

Each director had his own bevy
of authors, but Eliot’s was a bevy
and a half. (The word bevy, I
believe, is properly used of a com-
pany of ladies, roes, quails and
larks : at least that's the way I am
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using it.) I've never had such a time
as when Eliot's Russell Square
Irregulars were pattering in and out
of our shared room. Idon’t mean to
bedisrespectful. Ina festschrift it is
permissible, 1 trust, to have the
freedom of talking among friends.
It is certainly necessary, in order to
give a true picture of Eliot, to
mention that he had to suffer an
immense amount of author-trouble.
Himself he cured of haste and vanity
and fractiousness ; others he could
not cure.

Of course, anybody who did not
speak English went to Eliot auto-
matically, as did all correspondence
and manuscripts in any foreign
language. He had more manuscripts
to read than anybody else, and the
odd thing was, he really read them.
He was sought after not merely as a
publisher, but as an employment
agent ; but in that capacity there
was this consolation—when you find
a job for somebody, vou don't
always hear from him again.

Conscientious, scrupulous, care-
ful, attentive : one or other of those
uncommon epithets is needed to
describe Eliot as publisher, along
with several other qualities which
I'll suggest in a moment. Of course
he supported the Faber policy : he
could translate it into action. As to
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the geniuses who came into his net
he. was conservative, preservative,
painstaking, and rarely in a hurry.

* - *

On Wednesdays at Faber &
Faber we had what we called Book
Committees, which lasted from
lunch till exhaustion. We would all
surround an enormous octagonal
table, and each report on his special
tasks and manuscripts. At these
meetings Eliot was the most self-
controlled. He no longer wore the
black coat. His face, rather pale
from overwork, was now to be seen
above an ordinary dark lounge
suit ; but he had not given up the
caution of the banker. He had a
theory you were not likely to lose
money on the books you didn't
publish.

It was difficult to bully him : he
had the courage to say No. But he
could also say Yes. He was ex-
tremely perceptive in detecting the
right character in manuscripts
which might have been thought be-
yond his range. He made mistakes,
of course, but his mistakes as a rule
were not costly, and some of his far
shots paid well. He was sometimes a
little mischievous in the way he
would present things. He might put
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something forward very diffidently,
as if he didn’t care about it. If it was
picked up, so much the better : if it
wasn't, it would come up again,
some other time. We had private
zoological names for each other,
supposedly expressive of personal
characteristics, which cropped up in
the occasional intramural verses
which flew around. One of the
nicknames for Eliot was Possum
(the reference here is to Uncle
Remus), and another was Elephant
(because he didn’t forget).

I've suggested that Eliot didn’t
often fight for his candidates.
Sometimes he did, though. He
wasn't apt to fight for anybody that
any other publisher would publish ;
but he could fight for people at whom
no other publisher would look. It
would be indiscreet to giveexamples,
but I can think of several.

Poetry was something we had in
sheaves and droves and cartloads.
The quantity overflowed even Eliot
and afflicted all of us. He was never
regarded as the sole arbiter, but he
was made the chief interviewer of
poets, and the chief correspondent,
even for those who were not of his
own choice. Within the Book
Committee no marked deference
was paid to Eliot’s own views. We
were no more to be bullied than he

ready October

MARKETS FOR PHOTOGRAPHS

An annual directory.

CAMERA IN PARIS (Masters of the Camera Series)
By Brassai.

THE BUSINESS OF PHOTOGRAPHY
By Charles Abel,
and a new title in the Photo Guide series.

10s. 6d.
10s. 6d.

15s. 6d.

ready November

MR. PUNCH IN CAMERALAND
100 years of Punch on Photography. 12s. 6d.

AMATEURS JUST LIKE YOU
By 7 authors,

ENLARGING CHART
By W. D. Emanuel. 6s.

PHOTOGRAPHIC ILLUMINATION
By C. Howard Cricks. 15s.
and a new title in the Photo Guide series.

13s. 6d.

ready December

A Fotojob Book, by Bernard Alfieri. 7s. 6d. Ready Shortly

LIGHTING FOR PORTRAITURE
17s, 6d. Ready shortly.

By Walter Nurnberg.

A book on AMATEUR CINEMATOGRAPHY
MAKING & SHOWING LANTERN SLIDES
By C. Douglas Milner.

MEDICAL PHOTOGRAPHY
By H. Longmore (greatly enlarged and entirely revised

edition), 45s.
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was. Each of us was prepared to
correct Eliot in something. At that
octagonal Board Room table there
was no respect for persons. As to
poetry or as to other things, Eliot
had about as much preference as
any scholar has among scholars.

The one accomplishment for
which he was highly regarded was
writing blurbs. Everyone admitted
that he was our best blurb-writer.
Blurbs ! They are the curse of
publishing. They may be dear to the
heart of booksellers, but for all that,
blurbs are in every respect evil.
They are torture to write. Eliot
wrote thousands of them. I can
testify, from personal knowledge
both of Eliot and of blurb-writing,
that during his publishing career he
has turned out so many blurbs as to
make it quite impossible that he
should have had time or energy left
over to write anything else.

A willing workhorse, is the picture
that I draw of Eliot as publisher ; a
workhorse as to every kind of un-
pleasant detail. Author-trouble,
threats of libel, griefs and woes of
all kinds (there are agonies as well
as pleasures in publishing)—he has
had his share. He has never been
above the battle. There may be less
of that now ? 1 speak of Faber &
Faber in its first decade. That is the
only period for which I can speak of
Eliot as publisher, from my own
daily observation. But I am con-
scious that my picture is not
complete. I haven’t made enough
of his sensitive perception. I have
also left out at least one other
important aspect. On all levels of
tgonduct and conversation we had
un.

September 25th, 1948

On Paper-Backs

By OLIVER WARNER

FOR the past year I have been
studying paper-backs, and a
more engaging pursuit I do not
know, unless it be wine-tasting or
reviewing picture post-cards. Paper-
backs are a publishing sub-world of
some size. Numbers of the creatures
descend upon newspaper offices. In
a good week, as many as twenty
(priced) booklets will arrive, as
perhaps as many more, unpriced.
That makes about eighty a month,
of which say ten, and sometimes
less, are of sufficient general interest
to warrant notice, while a few more
will probably be worth listing. Nor
is this the whole story. There must
be as many more which elude the
seeking eye altogether.

Paper-backs seem to divide them-
selves naturally into three main
groups. First are those which
contain excellent material too short
for boards, but well worth paper and
print, issued by responsible houses.
For instance, the O.U.P. has lately
published a first-rate little booklet
about the Police, and Longmans one
on marine surveying by a former
Hydrographer of the Navy. One
may always expect to find a few
such good things, well illustrated,
often at what seems an eccentric
price—high or low as it may be. |
must also include in this group many
Government publications which,
very rightly, are generally bargains,
and sometimes well produced.

* Vo wonder i; séils?

There must be something about a 60/- volume which is sold out within
a few months of publication. This is what happened to the tenth
edition of John Parker's famous work—and for a very good reason.
It is the first new edition for over seven years. It contains over 3,000
biographies of people connected with the theatre, family trees of
famous players, complete London playbills since 1939 and seating plans
of all London theatres ; in fact a real mine of information for all
theatre lovers. No wonder it sells !

wH
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in the THEATRE

By JOHN PARKER 62’ "

Pitmang Parker Street, Kingsway, London, W.C.2

The next group are what look
like subsidised publications, again
issued by responsible houses. They
include sermons, addresses, lectures
and reports. Among this class will
be found what afterwards become
interesting and even valuable first
editions, since the authors are often
people of mark. Original pamphlets
by Defoe, Johnson, Swift and
Shelley have been known to fetch
large sums, and there are a handful
of contemporary authors whose
lightest effusion one would not
lightly cast away. Some represent
an old tradition—e.g. legacies and
endowments set apart for addresses
on special subjects, with money to
print them afterwards. In this group
the matter is often better than the
format, even though the firms chiefly
concerned are university presses.

Finally, there are the inevitable
oddities, and the vanity boys and
girls : the publications devoted to
Not Eating Meat at Breakfast,
Funds for Feathered Friends,
Zithers for Zulus and what not.
This group is apt to furnish a mild
laugh, and it serves to show how
many eminent people have their
cranky side. As for the vanity folk
(those who must see themselves in
print, cost what it may), their line is
often verse, with a photographic
frontispiece. This is not half so
funny, though with great patience
and sifting one could compile an
astonishing anthology from such
flotsam.

* * *

All these—and sales too? One
wonders. The bookshops are so full
of well produced confections be-
tween cloth covers that it is a marvel
any buyer has time even to consider
paper-backs. They are so easily
grubbed, often so cheap, often
issued by such obscure people that it
is no surprise they are in more ways
than one hard to buy. Yet when
judgment and patience are taken
to them, they have their uses. I
have found one or two shops in
which they are made to serve as
nimble advanced forces. The cus-
tomer fingers them on his way to
more substantial fare. This is a
humble function, but they are in
general humble things, and it needs
an expert to sift the small residue of
precious stuff.





