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r. lexn r died at Butler? 0 pital. rovi enoe. ode
Janu ry 11. 1955. Pre s notIces describ l' (. playwr1s.ht,
r8J'latized.L!.:. i 2! !£!. Cabb Patoh by Alice }eLal}~ r'(, t k

~~~~~~~. he ha wr n The arrla1e G • e 26,
Baloony, A Luoky Star. ..h waii'"l>orn n G orgetown,
raduated from Vas-ar7

She h d been aotive in founding the Dramati tsl Guild of the
Ac tore' League, and was a Board member f or many years.

A. lexner, Abraham
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rnard Plnner died )4'&1 3. 1945.

u ~ Who. Vo1u II. 1943-1950
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FLEXNER. A.

0II<' CY1.!•
l"LE R. SIMON

B NARD•
BALDAUF. MR • JULnJ L.

7/22

BIogr phical

Pres ccounts. ew York Tim , llerald Tribune, and Sun aanouncing
the death of Mary 'lexner in-the hospital at the ockefeller Institut
for medical re e oh. The ister of the lexner i t d. Bernar noted
as Pre id nt-of the Pal stine ",con c Corporatlo W 0 sta li hed in
1928 a 50,000 leotureship In Mary's n in h iti at Bryn aur.

imon Mentione as the organizer an fir t Direotor of th lock reIler
Institut for M dioal e earch. Simon died ear in y 1946.

A. F le, Flexn r Abraham
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FLEXNEH, SIMON Biographica 1

Physician

Born Louisville Kentucky, March 25, 1863

Son of Morris and Esther (Abraham) Flexner

Education: Louisville Public Schools
M. D., University of Louisville, 1889
Post-Graduate student Johns Hopkins, Universities of

Strassburg, Berlin, Prague and Pasteur Institute

Honors: D. Sc., Harvard, 1906, Yale, 1910, Princeton, 1913,
University of Pennsylvania, 1929, Nat. University of
Ireland, 1936, University of Louisville, 1937

LL. D., University of Maryland, 1907, Washington University,
Brown University, ~ Johns Hopkins--all 1915,
Cambridge University (England), 1920, Western Reserve,
1929

Doctor, Universit1 of Strassburg, 1923, University of
Louvain (Belgium), 1927, University Libre, M~SKft.tx

Brussels, 1930
M. A., Oxfora University,
Fellow, Balliol College, Oxford University, 1937

, .
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Career: Associate professor pathology, 1895-98, professor
pathol. anatomy, 189~-99, Johns Hopkins

Professor pathology, University of Pennsylvania, 1899-1903
Director Ayer Clinical Laboratory, 1901-03
Pathologist University Hospital, Philadelphia Hospital,

1900-03
Director laboratories Rockefeller Institute for Medica~

Research, 1903-35, Director Institute 1920-35,
emeritus since 1935

Eastman professor, Oxford University, 1937-38.

Home: 530 East 86th Street, New York

Died: May 2, 1946

Who Was Who in America, Volume II, 1943-1950

. ;
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~LEX R, ~IMON Bio raph1<». I

P!l1liclan

Born Louisville Kentucky, aroh 25, 1863

on of orr1 and Fltber (Abraha) 1exner

duoation: Loui ville ubl1c c 0018
M. D., Univer 1ty of Lo 1 ville, 1889
Post-Graduate student Johns Hopkins, Unlversitias of

Straslbure, Ber11n, Pra ue and Pasteur Institute

Honore: D. So., Harvard, 1906, Yale, 1910, Princeton, 1913.
Unlver ity of Pennlylvania, 1929, Nat. University of
Ireland. 1936, Univer ity of Lo isvi11e, 1937

LL. ., univerlity of Marylsnd, 1907. Washlngton Univerllty,
Brown Unlversity, I!Z~ Johna Hopklns--a11 1915,
Cambrid e University (E land), 1920, 'eat rn Feserve,
1929

Dootor, Un1verlitl of trassbur, 1923, Unlverslty of
Louvain (Belgium), 1927. University Libre, ~x

Brusaela, 1930
M. A., xfor unlversity,
Fellow, Ball101 Colle e. Oxford Unlver ity, 1937
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Career: A aociate professor patholo~, 1895-98. ptof .aor
pathol. Mnato , 1898-99, John Hopkins

ro' nor pathol0 "1, Univer ity o£ Jenneyl a ia, 1899-1903
Dir ctor Ayer 01inic 1 Laboratory. 1901-03
at 010 1 t Univer it spit 1. Philadel hia Hoapital.

190C-03
D\r otor laborat riea Rockef 11 r I tltuto tor edlca~

Poe eerch. 19 3-35, Director I t1tute 1920-35.
emer t s s1n.e 1935

t pro e or, xt'ord Univer i ty. 1937-38.

Hom: 530 .at 86th tr et, lew York

Dl d: .y 2, 1946

~ ~....h2.!!l, ',

,

rica, ~olume II, 1943-19$0
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F X r ON

Simon ¥le er died May 2, 1946.

Dloera leal

5/2

Who Was Who, Volume II, 1943-1950---
•. ' .
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Bio rap ical

From "Memorial eetin~ for "'imon Plexneri'The Rockefeller
Institute for 'edical Research, June 12, 1946.

By Learned Hand, pp. 8-10 and p. 11.

"Now, it would see --at first blush as we lawyers say--
as t au h the discipline of a sci nti t was the best assurance
a could a k of a disposition not to ju e till one had
examine , and alway to verify before one acted; an so it
has inde d alway been with the r at names in soience, s
it has been with the1ruly gr at name everywh reo But
ci~ntist are not e~ pt fro hu an frailties, and th

spirit at tal ranee oa at exist without scepticism, and
soepticisM is a late co r upon the human scene, and will
always r main an alien: lik all ali n , at b t it will
alw&y be uspeoted. Life i the tran mis ion at reoeived
s mbol into aotion, an acco odation between the objeotive
signifioanoe of th symbols and the oonduot th y provoke is
often remote or non-exi tent. As William Jam s says somewhere:
, ature tell all trogs to jump for what look red an ke

. '...
• ";
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their ohances. If it is only red m at, well an ood; it
it is red flanne. on a hook, in th 10 run alvo well and
goo, though not for that partioular frog.'

"I sometimes won er, if you will forgive me. whether the
ver,y severity of the disoipline of science ay not preci pose
ita pupils to revel in the lu ryor conviction, when in other
fiel s they fin themselve relleved fro th insistent
soruti which their cal11n exacts. Doubt bei abnormal,
hu n nat r haa an unlovely way of assertin itself with
Violence, w n outraged by the burden of an eternity of verifioa­
ti n. .. t free from professional r sponsibi1lty, one may at
la.t feel th tone oan be one'. re 1 self--yes, that deepest,
trueet, becau e that primitive, self. May I oall to mind, as
an illustration, the attitude Borne fifty ars ago of physioists
towards philosophy, Which w s t en driven home upon "Ie,
beoau e I had a ahort and unsuoces.ful love affair with
philosophy at t ti ? As lover, I well remember my
indi nation at the arro ant, and at ti s, illiterate, hostility
again t all th t went by the III of etaphysio. ,I.!ohewing
all barren xeroises in what seemed to them the Most sterile

",.'
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of verbal ,ymnastics, the physioists of that time lived,
oontented and assured, in a Lucretian universe of those tidy
little marble" whioh only needed one perfeot and oomprehensive
ewtonian quation to make preoisely asoertainable aoh moment

of the past. and eaoh mo ent of the future. They had no
'blank mi rivins of a Creature movin about in worlds not
reali e 'i they never did 'tr mble like a guilty thing
surprised.' Dor.matists, dealin in a ourrenoy which was sure
never to uffer depreciation, they oould afford to sweep Into
the rubbl h h ap any Inane visitants from faputa, who were
still unaccountably allowed to strut upon the boards. Yet
ho now ~ vall their aKX axlo vanished into Ll boo Could
the return, it would b to find all the obes men gone wIth
whioh they played theIr ame; and ev n tho e neat models
forbIdden us wh oh, untIl only a fel y ars ago, we war
allow d to use, as helps over hard pl oe. All these
r plaoed by entitl s, be i' whIch those 0 the Sohoolmen look
olld an raotioable; all replaoe by a nominall tIc unIverse

of the pur st oonoeptuallstl0 fabrl0. It Is 1m oral to ask
about th hape or the po Itlon or an eleotron, and Indeed It
Is doubtful whether th qu tlon Is not nonsense. Moreover,

••
•,

,.
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wh tever it may be--tor with existenoe it does appear to be
endow d--no more wayward ore ture ever came into the univer e
of di8oourse. Indeed, weare assured that it is only beoause
th world is filled ith Mythical riads of these oapricious
witches and their partners, th equally unpre iotable protons,
that we are not battered about in a perpetual ~pur€iisnacht

of meaninC"less a i tation. Jeans appears to h veoeen wron
about God; he 1 not a theatlclan, only a .tati tician,
a kind ot ~ublim ted Actuary••• (PP. 8-10)

CS1 ... 6ft ,..(~" ....~)
" ••• if I talked My hop heAwas interested, un erstandlng

an ympathetio, with the m llow interert, understand! and
sympathy of a pirit, who e horizon encompa sed Much
territory, and which was well aware that of the p rids of the
soul on the most rievou are pride ano oertitude. When
too he spoke of his own shop, it was the same; luoi ly he
oould explain it in suoh terms as a layman ooul comprehend,
or at lea t in such that he le.t, thinking tbat he ~d

comprehende. or was there shadow of as ertion beyond what
th evidence seemed to warrant up to that moment. Open,
detached, ready to revise, never insistent to convert, no
orusa er, or the friend of orusades or orusaders. It wa on

, .,

Beatrice Stern Research Files: Biographical Card Files: Box 3: Fl 
From the Shelby White Leon Levy Archives Center, Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, NJ, USA.



this aocount th t I alwa came away from him, consoious of
that sort of rare oommunion which, were it 0000 on, woulo at
lel'l?th make th1s 'World a home for bei ,a WI10 ight justly be
oalled human. ,ne life, I know, oes not move us far along
the road; but I am convinced that it is only in proportion as
we honor and foster auoh lives that we shall move at all towards
freedom. That is not the faith of this generation; in its
pathetio purs t of that ever retreati pot 0 'old, it puts
itl trust in loyalties, in oreeds, in oauaes, in regulation,
in inatitutiona, in co , in prinoiplea, 1n propa an a. The
one thin to Which it will not trust 1e the va rant mi and
the aelf-direoted soul. 0 b it, by their fruit ye shall
know them; an 0 we need to be as red that our fruit il
bitter?" (p. 11)

By Peyton Rous from the same souroe:

.•• "These were
vastly ~reater,

stlllen '" eXl1er]

"

personal achievements, but there was anot r,
the Institute he wa makin. [A. he1Rg
He [ lexner] made it an or anisM, not an

i>
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establishment; it was to deal with life and mu t itself be
constantly chan~ing, like all t ings alive. Only its larger
struoture could persist. Consider what t is meant. In the
searoh for original workers Dr. Flexner bad to appraile human
bein I of a baf~ling kind. The unknown has strange intimatel;
the ability to disoov~r may reside in per ona of the mOlt
unexpeoted sort. He had to reco nize them, and ther was the
more need to choose right beca e the Institute had no plaoe
for the wro --there w re no qui t nooks for routinists.
Furtherm re he had to judge by promise ostly, not by middle-aged
aohievement, since there could be rew permanencies. Soientistl,
like po ts, are often eoon done, so he h d to be con tantly
on uard le t throu h thi happeni the Institute beoome a
backwater for incapacity.:. (p. 17)

"The e were but details. Continually he enlar ed the
oapabilitie of the Institute. He looked o~t into di tant
realms of cience and saw what they mi ht contribute to it.
A ain and again people asked one another, 'But what hal that
got to do with meoicin" when he appoint d a worker from-iome
far domain. They soon learnt. IIe Bou~ht advioe dili ently,

•
•
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yet his independence of judgment was oomplete; he would even
appoint men a~ain t whom he had been speoifioally warned. The
warninp.s had led him to sorutinize them an to peroeive that
ori inality had been their bane. For ifted research men are
not always tho amenable oreatures that executives suppose;
many have the boldness of their ideas. The~have always been
people in the Institute who oould and w uld fill its buildings
with their project, if given the chanoe. Dr. Fl xnor liked
it that way; this was ment 1 enterpri e thrusti forth. Yet
it had to be checked and ohanneled, humorously. adroitly. or
on occasion sternly. He had many ways of say1 no. Onoe a

emb r. me tin him in the hall, upbraided him. asserti that
the Institute w s not democratic. that it sho~ld b run by a
oommittee of it embers. 'Why, that's a fine idea,' answered
Dr. exner. 'Suppose you select them.' The other man fell
into di8may. There wasn't really any other Me ber he'd like
to seleot, but he'd not thou ht of that before. tho gh
Dr. exmr •

"Dr. Flexn r went ~ to extre
for the pur oses of the Institute.

1 ngths with h1mself
ever physioallystro ,he

.'.
"
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learnt retioenoe and dilpatoh al lavi~ prooedurel. In the
fir t yearl he wa an enthulialt, un ble to stay away from a
laboratory where a diloovery wal hatohin; in he would come
every day or 10, lmilin hopefully. But enthusialm has itl
pitfalll, it m t be replaced by 0001 appr i ali 10 he r plaoed
it, yet kept his joy in lucoess. He could and did lose his
temper at times; this would not do. H wal nervous by
t roper ent; well, temp rament mu t be harnelsed. If he
allow d himself to worry, thi wal just heer losl; so he
learnt to hut troubles away, each in a oompartment tight
a ainst thou ht until the tim cam for thinkin. Only so
could he have Itr th for his needle 0 Spartan ever held
more foxel under hi oloak, but he id better than the
epartan; he pt them from gn wi him. hen he had e
mi t kel he spent no time in recriminations with himself nor
beoame fearful of maki mor. ity wal istasteful to hIm.
One of hI al Iatan s would often try iiohievously to get
hIm to r ark on so e an w 0 had attaok d hi. It was not
to e don; he parried e ch endeavor. ~he only elation he
knew al from di oovery within the In titute; he had no pride

, .. ,
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of plaoe. His fidelities were deep, yet when personal friendship
cIa d with the intere ts of the I titute he did not he itate,
friendship must Kia ive way. These were sacrifices and
triumphs impossible to mo t en, who fi ht throu hout their
live a losior, battl again t what they are. As time passed
his maste of himself became superb •••

"Yet with all said, individual wera as noth1 to
r. lexner comper d with the w If e of the Institute. You

have been told how dra tic ally ha changed him olf for ito
purpos s. He expect d sacrifices of oth rs too, or at need
would sacrifice the hims If and t ke the onus. Sinoe he could
not act on his sympathies, little by little as tim went, he
became withdrawn from persons. But for him this meant privation.

II Tothi showed ore sharply his mastery of 8 If than his
can uct on r tire nt. He knew that he had fa hion d an
instrument for go d the like of which h d at been leen; but
h knew too that while rt is lon~, science is endless.
And he had not that last iofi tty of soientific minds, the
belief that whst one .till can do is unique, that no one el.e
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oan do it. So he put away all he had lately been, divested
himself of In titute thoup,hts, would not hear of its new
happeni s, muoh less disous them or ask a que tion. He
would go tree, and there wus a task he ha promised himself,
a history of Dr. Weloh and his time. The book--in whioh his
yo nger Ion wal co-author--will be read ....WKKK when ver
soholars wish to learn now medioine beoame a scienoe in
Am rica and what Simon lexner himself was like. Ami st the
restraint with whioh he desoribes the deeds of~s hero, one
oan see everywhere his veneration and love.

it~-

19, 20, 21)
Rook teller
Simon F1exner,

( p. 18,
~or Si on Flexner." The

Researoh, June 12, 1946,
Fro "Memorial eetin
Institute for ~edio 1

"You will have noted that this aocount of Simon Flexn r,
whioh was to tell of him as soientist and maker ot the Institute,
hal veered to the man himself. He mi~ht not a prove all that
is here disclosed; yet his reproof would be gentle, for we
are his friend. And we should know what we oan of him who
aid so little of hi self. It never ocourred to him that

there was an thin... reat lIbout him."

." -."
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F1led in V rtical File under Pearce Inte~v1ew••
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PRINCETO UliIIVi&SM

/FOSDICK. RADfOND

nllJaler (Princeton) to Foediok (NYC)

Relation. W. O. A. I.

Bio&!,aphy

11/11

"Pre.ident Dodds bae told _ that you have been appointed a .....r of the joint
co=d.tt.. lfbioh b to _t f!'Oll ta. to ta. to di.ou.. the inter-relation. or the
Inetitute and the University. Needle.. to N¥. I .. very hapP7 at tbu choice, and I
think you will be very IIl1Ch intereeted indeed in the wlQ' the.e collperatina inetitutione
are develop1n&.

"I .. ioini to be in Nw York NOft1IIber 13, 14 and 15. I had a talk with SiIIlon
reoentl,y reiArdini whioh I .hould like to report to you. If you lfill .e#- at any tiM
on any one ot the.. dlQ'. tor ten or titteen minute., exoept FrldlQ' lunoheon, let IU know.
I think you lfill be intereeted in what pa••ed betw..n S1IIOn and _.

"P.S. Thi. -rn1n& I had a letter trOlll Georie Hale, in whioh he apoke ot tbe pro&re••
..de in connectlon with the 200'inoh telepoope, and he adds the tollavinil '!\Y QIID work
u .light in compari.on with 70ur QIID, ae you have oreated an entire17 nw and i!'Ntl,y
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needed t1P4' of in.t1tut1on, .ecund tunde ~or 1t, and etat~ed 1t v1th __ of the h1gheet
order. I coniratulate 10U .e17 wanUJ on the irut advance. 10U haTe ..de and the pgverfuJ.
1nn.uence o~ 10ur work on un1nr.1t1.. and other inet1tut10n.. Such .h1n1nc &:UIIple.,
reach1nc uon becauae of their unequall.ed .tandarda o~ true YaJ.ue., are creat~ needed
in th1. IIOdern world, where quant1t1 1& .0 onen pre~erred to quU1t1. • There are Te17
~_ per.on. to whoa I would dare to &bow an op1n1on l1Ice th1. - 10U are one of thea."
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Foundationa
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GE RAL C TION BO (G AL) Found tiona

'lexner
FlallliJ:KE to arlee Fosdiok appointe President of th

Rook feller Foundationa.
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c IC A P L I ... oa • 10 r an1 at1en

10 rap leal

utltn 0 k 00 .tell r oun atlon 1n 0 la1 • len e --
taot al n Interpr.tl.. t 1.. . . lar ely fln no by

00 1 r tl 0 Sooial olen e • e en Coun l1--al1
01a1 aolenoe. ratS naIl e. 00 0 t.tor,.

8rook! a 0 R•• In t., tamro Unlver Ity.
• pport wae al 0 ly n to t ••oon o•••etl 0 0 t 1 tltut.
at rl oeton. ohol r. fro t 1 oount an .bro d .ou ht ut
t 1. In tltutlon e08U. t 1 telt 1t pr .ent perhap the be.t
c ~bln.tl0 t. ulu. n tree tor t uly v noed wo t t
.xl.t. &n,v 10 th vI. at the I t1tu, tbu••erve
a•• ob a powerful gn t w. u to t e I1ty or In.l t,
wI doa, an xperleoc. repre. nte In It• • tatt." (p. 216)

a on olUok, • Ory 2! 1h!. .:.:.::::=::::.:::.:.::=. ~=~=;,::n. pp. 210-216
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th visit Princeton to determine whetbar we wished to extend
eaoh ot th an otter tor a permanent position. We did not
otter as muoh 8S this to either Protessor Siegel or
Protessor Fowler."

D, Ei enhart, Luther P. ..
. .
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