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This boo

Discus ing inatein'a fam1l~ b ck roun , Frank a~s that
as far a instein's e or,y extended, hi forebear re lived in
Swabia in southwest rn Oe ~ near the border of Alaaoe-Lorraine.

e people were far differ nt from the sober-praotical
Prussians. y we.o are refi d on the other h, than
th eartb~ vari • Their speech was sorter, th ir manners

better, and t eir liberalit~ racially an oulturally was
notable.

Th th taot that instetn's aneestors were Jewish e
b t little dirferonoe in the 00 unity. Jews in tne small to ns
of .wabia were not treat d diffe ntly, nor did they act
differently in livin th ir liv s from the Gentile population.
"They no longer clun so firmly to their 0 plicated ouato

d u•• ea, w ich rendered difficult the growth of any intimaoy
b.tween t m and the n!l t of the populat ion; an with the
diainte r tion of theae barrier they tend d, to an ever
inoreaai degree, to 10 e their position a. a eparate and

.'

'. "'~':;..
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life of the Jeva 1n these distriots was not
unique group. The lin wher ther was a olassof rioh,
similar to that In

o threms lves eV6loped a speoifio
t
var

l1
i
t
ant of

eduoated J v , 1 d quie e
Berlin oulture. [In Swabia] the iew~;~te a~d weI. but ilttle
associated with their natur ~lenVn~bu tl~ of the metropolis."
Influenc d by the nervous a
(P e 4)

ot onl the Bible but t other belles-lettres, ola sioal
German authors suoh as Sc ller, te•• i , and Heine were
honored like the preaoh r Solo on in the Bo k of Job as
teaohers or morality and oonduot. Sohiller, particUlarly,
with his moral, almost Biblical pathos an glorifioation of a
general love or ankind, became ext mely popul r among
Jewish familie. and was an important element in the eduoation
of their ohil reno In Binstein's family the Sohiller oult
was very important.

After 1871 a the end of the Franoo-Prus.ian ~ W
Prussia bee the dominant power in Ge~ with its
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arbitrary and military oharacter. Biamarok was a man ot
"bloo an !ron," and was 0ppole by all the intellectually
p greui e groups in Ge1'lllany. The culture of the new
Ge1'llla~ 01lD not froll the older oultures of t Swabians,
the Rhinelandera. and the ustriana Who d pzoduced Sohi ler,
Goeth ,Moza • and e thoven. hey c e fro the tribes of
the ea.t Who were cOMPo.ed of oonquerors ot the partial17
exterminate original lavio population and of the e eendants

of the 8ubjugated tribel. "They thu8 for ed an amalg ation
of oppres80rs and oppressed well able to 00 n 0 ey."
(Page 5) his oreated a grave difficulty in the new Ger n

plre. G rman sc olar telt interior toward Prussian oftloers.
and 1 arned to restriot t e elves to th lr own dl.cipllne.
leavin public lIfe to the Prus.1 s, "and to stand at
attention, evan intelleotually, at th soun of a 00 a iug
voloe.

of the Jew.. T ey, too,
ener eti t od of it

ho s they cul tlvat. the
J ws and ot the German olassical

"All this was equally true
a re the n plre, an t
rulers. ven tough in their
intelleotual tra itlon of th

•

, .
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perio , yet in pUblic life they tried to asa1m1late them elves
to the ruli class in conduct an i eaa." (Page 6)

It took th spiritually trong a the intellectually
stron to r siat th pr vaili trend.

r was such a Jev as was described Just
of the do inant Pruuia , but a ired

ismarck, oltke, a eror Wilhe I.

instein's fat
above. He va afrai
the n v Ge n empire,

i ten's oth r wa
s nee ot or.

usical an artistic, and II. fine

An uncle live wi th t family v 0 va an eng n er d
quite scholarly. "an it was from 1m t tAlbert r ce ved hia
tirst i.pulaions 1n mathe tics." (P e 7)

Albert was 0 child pro i • He waa slow in le to
speak. Hta parents "began to e afraid that he was abnormal.
(pa~e 8.) Atter he spoke. he wa always taciturn and never
1nc11n d to enter 1nto the usual ga ot chil r n J but on the
contrar,r. to separate h1maelf and to d~dre an ditate.

'.
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soller an oried When marchl
parents ld, wl:Bn you grow up you

He hated at play1
troup. oam by and hil
w111 maroh lik that.

"At thil time Einstein apparently alre dy reveal done
ot his Olt oharaoteristio traita: his intraotable h tr d of

nr tona of ooeroion arbitrarily imposed by one group at
people on another ••• On th other hand Albert was also
oons010u. or the natural laws ot the un1verse; he telt
that there r gre t eternal lawa at nature. As a chil he
was able to un erltan them only 1n the tara ot tra itlonal
religion, an t.lt attracte towar it an itl rltu 1 precepts,

blch aJmbolized reeli for the lIwa of the univer.. He
w s orten ed by t e fact that hl. tather always sootted at
religion, an h re ar ed this deri8ion a8 relultl from
a type of thou ht that i in a certain sense i8harmoniou. and
retu.e. to su it to the eternal laws at ture." (Pa es 8 f)

Ein tein was sent to a Catholio ele ntary.o 001 in
unioh. He did not fin this unpleasant, an reoeiv d
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regular instruction in the Oatholio reli ion.

He ted the brutality of the story of the Oruoifixion,
but no one made the olass fe 1 that this was the work of the
Jews. ne saw no oonflict b tw n what he learaed of th
Oatholic r ligion an what h remembere of the J wish
religion. t he res1ated the b rlack-l1ke oh raoter of
sohool.

When he waa in ye s old and
the elementary school, he still was
fluenoy of spe oh. Theretore, he
and came to known as iedermeier
cla smat 8.

in the i heet gr de of
taciturn an lacked
d1tated before h answered,
(Honest John) by his

At t en he ft the J.ementary sohool entered th8
Luitpold adum in Mu oh. T er h hac to a tudy the
01ass108. He r aent d thi, ince h wa intereeted in
mathemat., c~ ~ cR ea ~ iq!yr st n~ t! rod re

'1 oulture to the tudent. inst n ot a great deal
fro him, an was terribly disappointed w n years later he

., .
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went bac
r III bred
seek a 10

very intar ally dresaed to s e uess, was not
b,. Ruess, ut waa auspeote of oall to
•

ne enoountered hia first ay tematio textbook on
eo etry at the a of 12 an loved it. Hia unole aroused

his intereat in athematios by ivi him a first
understlllXl of 1 ebra. was t e an1mal th y were
hun i ; tney t oatoh it.

e G11IIJ1aB1WD was Jewi h, and though ins tein
ro t r atl,. by the Jew1ah tre t nt of the Old Test nt

an th ethios of the Jewish law, s views ot reli ous
services in the Jewi h t ple alienated hi. from the
Jewish religion. e JII e up his n e wou ld ot beoo

ber of rrt re11 iou Oup. \I oa e h wante to void
his personal relationship to th ws of ture

edaocordln to so aortof ob.anioalor r. n (p e15).

00
Reverti

unity,
to hie origin 1n the gentl and friendly

ank says, liTher oan be no oubt that thia
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orig1n 1n a provincial. aem1-rural milieu wa of the
reat t s1 nificance for Al ert Einstein's entire psychological

deyelop nt. He has n ver bee e a completely urban person.
He wae al ~s so Wl:lat afraid of erUn an later also ot

ew Yo • Connected with thi atUtu e 18 a certain t ait
that character1zes h1a t1stic taste and that certainly
appe ed old-fashioned to a ern rl1ner•• " (P e 7)

He etu ied violin at six an acqu1re a light touch
through a ration tor Mozart exercia a.

i fat r fail in business. an went to Milan ith
the family le vi Einstein at th gymnaaiUJll. H auffe d
fro olitude. He faked a reaeon tor ep turel a physician
certificate at tin th t ecause of a nervoue bre down he
had to le ve h 8chool t 8ix ont 18. He loved It ly when
he r1ved. but a ortly t r arrival his fath r fa ad 1n
busin S8 a ain an told Einst in he a8 on hie 0 n.

eanwhila, inete1n had tal hI. rather that he wished to
renounc Ue n citizen hip which hiB father di not o. and

,.
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ne trie to
in Zurioh,
He b& to go
h 10 Ilis
hi iploma

sl Itaneo14s1y h renounced his legal a her nce to the Jewlah
rell 10u co unlty. (Page 17)

His happiness at til freedom and raco of Italy was
rt-l1ved.

He ba difficulty comploti hls e ucation.
qualify for the w1s Pedoral olytechnic ot 001
but fail d in la u os and zoolo y and botany.
to sohool in Aarau for a yo r to qu lify. Ho
aversion to sOhool an bocam fri n ly. He too
In ono 1 r was ad Itte to Polytechnl0.

"Durln the yo at the cantonal sohool inst In ha
beoo oertaln that the ctual obj ct of his inter twas
physl0 and not pure m th atics •••" Though tilo loctures
were not enll te d and very 01 -fa hioned, they t1mul te

i toln to rea nelmholt, irollorf, Bolt ann, ad 011,
and ertz. He ronounoe Intero t in pure t mattos at that t e,

.'
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1920 (?)

/'El TEl , A.

DUKAS, .t:1.

Biogr phical

Mill Dukas told me today that she id not know of her
own knowledge th t Princeton University had offered Einstein
a professorlhip in Physios before he came to I. A. S., but
had under.tood it was so. He declined Einetein wa. in
U. S. A. in 1921 and not ain until 1930.

Interview Mi•• Dukas, 3/22/56
-

" ..
, .
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1931-1932

P I GET U VERSIT

HA VARD

Rel tiona W AI

MOR , S'l'ON Biographical

VEBLEN, O.
/

-fEI T I , A.

DICKSO

BffiKHOF

WEIL,

Interview with professorl Marae, &'1 25, 19:56,t.

Fil d in Vertical File under Hora. Interviews.

Interview with r., 5/25/56
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1932-33

(EINSTEIN, ALlERT

FLEXNER, A.

CALIFORNIA INSTITUTE OF TECHNOLOGY

June 1.4, 1932
Flexner to Frau Einstein:

Biography

Relations with Other
Academic Institutions

" •••welcane note from your husband and your own kind note as well. I need not say that
I am delighted at the decision that you have both reached not only for the sake of the
Institute but for the sake of Professor Einstein and yourself ••• I shall make no announce­
ment whatsoever ...Will you send me a line ...whenever you and your husband are willing
to have it known that your decision has been reached.

"May I a k you to explain to Professor Millikan tnat I desire not only to treat him with
courtesy but to give your husband permanently and without need of further thought on his
or your part the security... to whioh he is so amply entitled."

September 10, 1932
Flexner to Frau Einstein

'.
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1932-33 (con·t.)

Einstein, Albert
Flexner, A.
california Institute of Technology

" ...thank you most cordially [for sending] •••your husband's letter to me. I can quite
understand that Dr. Millikan and Dr. Hale are disappointed, but I am equally certain that
it would be in every way unfortunate for your husband if he endeavored to make any future
arrangement at this time with the California Institute of Technology, and I have so written
both Professor Millikan and Professor Hale. They are both my close and wam friends and
have been so for many years, but in these matters one cannot act on the basis of personal
friendship. As far as anyone can now see, Professor Einstein has accepted the arrangement
which will be best for him and you and best for the advancement of science. Under these
circumstance., were I Professor Millikan or Prolessor Hale, I should simply congratulate
him and not endeavor to disturb his plans or his peace of mind.

"You may be very sure that your letter will be regarded as absolutely confidential
by me. No one but ourselves shall ever know anything about it, though as a matter of fact
it contains nothing that Millikan and Hale should not themselves understand.

liThe announcement which appeared in the American papers of your husband's pemanent
appointment to the staff of the Institute for Advanced Study has awakened great enthusiasm
in America not only on account of the Institute but on account of him. I have been deluged
withletters and telegrams, but I shall make no announcement on the part of the Institute
un I return to New York and the Board has met in early October•

..
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1932-33 (con't.)

Einstein, AJ!bert
F1exner, A.
California Institute of Technology

nThere are two things that I Sl ould like to ask you: (1) Are there any- steps
which I can teke during the winter in reference to your living accamnodations when you
come to America in the autumn of 1933? (2) I hope that Professor Mayer may put his
danestic affairs in order according to American standards. This will relieve h:1m and
me of any possible embarrassment. Would you also be good enough to send me the date and
place of Professor Mayer's birth, institutions in which he has studied and worked?n

March 6, 1933
F1exner to Frau Einstein

•••"Let lie reassure you and your husband about the future. I have in sane measure
to contend with the samedl.fficulties with which your husband contends, namej.y, invitations
to speak, to visit institutions, and to do all sorts of things. I simply pay no attention
to them. My secretary either answers them or throws thelll into a wastebasket with the
result that I lead as quiet a life rere in New York as I would lead in Gaputh, and the
same is true of my brother. It is altogether a question of fixing upon a routine and
adhering to it. I suppose I have had two hundred and fifty invitations this year to make
speeches, and I have not mada a singe one."

...
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1932-33 (oon't.)

Einstein, Albert
Flexner, A.
california Institute of Teohnology

May 29, 1933
Flexner to Frau Einstein

"You will remember that, when Professor Einstein agreed to oome to Amerioa, I
said that the Institute would pay the expenses of your transportation from Europe to
Prinoeton. If you will let rna know the amount required, I shall be delighted to send you
a remittanoe.

"We now have our offioe in Prinoeton, and for the present I am living at the
Prinoeton Inn. Mrs. Hall o<J1llllunicated with me on saturday, telling me that she had received
a cable fran you that you would rent her house from November 1. I told her that I thOUght
there must be some misapprehension, inasmuoh as the Institute Wl uld begin October 1, and
Professor Einstein had agreed to be present at that time. I have written Professor Einstein
explaining why it is necessary for the group to assemble here at the beginning of the
appointed time. Mrs. Hall tells me, however, that her son and his wife will be visiting
her at the beginning of October, so that she cannot vaoate the house until the middle of
the month. I assl:iIle that for a fortnight you and Professor Einstein will perhaps dO, as
I am doing, namely, live at one of several possible inns. I find the Princeton Inn very
comfortable and agreeable."

• •• n

.'"• I •.,
, ,... '
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July 6, 1933
.....

Fle:xner to Frau Einstein

MI enclose a copy of the memorandum which I prepared for Professor Einstein
when I was in Berlin a year ago and which he accepted in writing. Subsequently Mr.
Bamberger insisted that the salary should be $15,000 and the retiring allowance $8,000
in order that Professor Einstein IIight be thoroughly protected against the need of
undertaking outside work that might interfere with his own researches.

"While I wish to be as kind and considerate in everything as is possible, I
think you soould realize that I have undertaken a great responsibility to Mr. Bamberger
and his sister, namely, the founding of an in:5titution of higher learning. I have
emphasized in my letters and in pamphlets the fact that the scholars and professors will
be free to follow their own desires, but on the other hand we shall have no institute
at all unless a few fundamental facts are recognized. I cannot understand, for example,
why when you were in New York, you should have decided when you would cane to Princeton,
though you could easily have asked me the question as to when the Institute would begin.
At the begi nni ng of October the mathematical group will be assembled, and there will be
ten or twelve advanced students - foreigners and Americans - who have mainly held academic
posts and whose qualifications Professor Veblen has very carefully examined. These have
been accepted, though we have had hundreds of applicants. Now at this time things are of
absolute importance to the Institute: (1) that the professors should have an apportunity
to talk over the general plan which ldll be pursued, thOUgh of course each of them will
retain his own individuality; (2) that these workers who have made great sacrifices to
igtDe to Princeton shall find there man with whan they can consult or work in ways that

ey may arrange between themselves.

• ••
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July 6, 1955

WWhen the appointment of Professor Einstein was first announoed, Professor
Millikan and Professor Hale wrote and asked me to allow hiJU to spend part of the t:i.Jne in
Pasadena. Despite my long and intimate friendship with them both, I deolined beoause I
realized that, if this sort of thing began, it would be diffioult to stop and because
further, if it began, people would not understand that Professor Einstein's conneotion
with the Inatitute represented hiJIl. main aoademic connection. Unfortunately from the
point of view of the Institute when he and you went to Europe, he accepted a number of
engagements so that American newspapers at once began to question the nature of Professor
Einstein's relation to the Institute. Only a few days ago the following was printed in
the New York TiJUes: 'Professor Einstein has accepted professorships in Madrid, Paris,
Brussels, Leyden, and OXford.' The only institution not actually mentioned is the
Institute for Advanced study. On going to Princeton I found great confusion and doubt
as to the nature of Professor Einstein's connection. At first I thought that I would
issue a statement, but on second thOUght I decided that there was only one way in which
to set the thing straight, namely, to assemble in the beginning of October and get to
work. That will prove to the world that Professor Einstein's position in reference to the
Institute is that of a professor precisely of the same nature as my own connection. Do
not for a moment believe that I think either you or your husband have consciously done
aJVthing that is not entirely oorrect, but you oannot possible know the American press,
including the scientific press, and Amerioan institutions. The sacrifices which you and
Professor Einstiin are making are precisely the same as those whioh I am going to make.
I feel that it is required of me by Mr. Bamberger's generosity, and no domestic or other
consideration of convenience shall be allowed to interfere with it as far as I am concerned.
We have all undertaken to create a theaven for scholars~ and to that purpose all other
oonsiderations must yield.
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July 6, 1933

"You must feel perfeotly free to make any arrangements you please regarding your
seoretary and assistant. Ths Institute will provide in Fine Hall a thoroughly oompetent
seoretary, whose servioes Professor Einstein and his assooiates may use.

"I hope very much that you will not misunderstand the spirit in whioh I write.
I wish to do everything in the world to make your husband's life and efforts profitable
and happy. On the other hand, I have undertaken a very heavy responsibility, and I
oannot oarry it out unless those assooiated with me put the Institute first and foremost.

"I am doing everything in my power to seoure opportunities for the German
professors, who have been displaoed. The situation is heart-breaking, but here again the
Institute must oane first, and we must not do anything except on the basis of sheer merit.
It is not easy to live up to these standards, out I have pranised Mr. Bamberger and his
sister that I will do so, and I shall keep my undertaking.

"Please give my affectionate greetings to Professor Einstein and your ohildren,
and believe me, with all good wishes,

lip .5. Sinoe diotating this letter the New York Times announoes that Professor
Einstein has aooepted a ohair in the University of Jerusalem. The Institute for Advanoed
study is thus onoe more placed in a really absurd position, from whioh it oan be resoued
in only one way, namely, by assembling at Princeton on Ootober 2 and showing that the
oonneotion there is actual and that the appointments received elsewhere are honorary or
semi-honorary in oharaoter. 1I
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1932-33

July 19, 1933
Flexner to Mrs. Einstein

"Sinoe writing you last week Mrs. Fuld, who is one of the founders of the
Institute for Advanced study, as you know, has sent me without comment the enclosed
clipping, which shows that in consequence of the various appointments, honorary or
otherwise, the relation of Professor Einstein to our Institute as his eeal post is not
understood. I know that neither you nor your husband would under any ciroumstanoes
knowingly embarrass me, but I assure you that I have had a great deal of trouble on the
score of these connections, which must be merely nominal. I wish that Professor Einstein
oould take the same attitude towards foreign offers that I myself took in dealing with
Amerioan institutions. In no other way will he secure the peaoe and oontinuity whioh
should constitute the great oham of the institute. I would not advise him to withdraw
from anything at onoe, but I think that, first, he should deoline further invitations
and, seoond, one by one these outs:Lde appointments should be dropped in the oourse of
time. I believe he will be happier and more effective in this way than in any other,
and the poeition of the Institute in reference to its other professors will be very
greatly simplified and helped. I leave it to you to bring this ohange about in the way
that seems to you feasible. You can well understand that I do not wish in the slightest
degree to oontrol Professor Einstein's use of his free time, but at his age, with his
great possibilities, and with the future of the Institute at stake I venture to call
your attention to a point that has eVidently escaped your notice."
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Undated letter from Flexner to Professor Einstein

"I write in Geman so as to make sure that all is clear. Your understanding
regarding Prof. Mayer is correct. Profeseor Mayer receives $100 monthly until October 1st;
from October 1st he will be in Princeton with the Institute and receive $4,000 a year.
The Institute aleo pays the travelling expenses of himself and his wife to America. As to
the future, we will confer in Princeton. His monthly checks have been sent to him regularly.

"I am sorry that I have been unable to make your wife understand the situation.
The Institute is new; its members desire to confer with one another at the outset. The
DIlmbers and about~n or twelve advanced workers already holding acJdemic posts will be in
Princeton on October first. They want and need your suggestions and criticism. They
cannot postpone this conference for two or three weeks. Hence, it is necessary for you
to be in Princeton by October 2nd, when the members of the SChool of Mathematics will
meet for discussion. As to your own work, I stand by our agreement: you shall work in
your own way; iJhere will be the utmost possible freedom for you as for all other professore.

"I am delighted that your work continues to be important and fruitful. I shall
do everything in my power to continue Professor Mayer's association with you.

''With highest regards and best wishes,"

story in New York Times - August 4, 1933 - llalgium

"Professor Albert Einstein passed throUgh here today on an automobile trip from Le Coq,
another Belgium seashore resort, where he has been staying since his return from the

(

. .
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United States. He deplored ths numerous unfounded reports regarding his future activities,
particularly concerning his contracts with numerous universities.

"tMy obligations,' he said, I for the coming season are as follows: First, I have
a pemanent contract to lecture at the Abra.ham Flexner Institute at Princeton. second, I
have accepted a chair at the College de France in Paris. Third, I am engaged to lecture
in Madrid. The Paris and Madrid engagements are for April and May, 1934. Fourth, I have
been invited to lecture next Spring at Christ Church College, Oxford. All other reports
are devoid of foundation. I "

and
Clipping september 8 from Istanbul :Iii Blankenberghe in New York Sun (A.P. dispatch)
relating to Einstein's decision to leave Belgium because "recently a number of praninent
Nazis vere at nearby coq-Sur-Mer•••

••• •planned to get out of the country aboard the yaCht of a friend. Their destination
vas said to be South America.

"The police placed a guard at his villa after hearing reports that a secret
Geman Nazi organization had set a price of 20,000 marks ($6,800) on his head."

Prof. Albert Malche of Geneva University, engaged by the Turkish Government to
direct the modernization and Westernization of tis university's standards, is elated by
his success in securing the promise of Albert Einstein to give a series of lectures at
the university this winter.
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Ootober 25, 1933
Flexner to Frau Einstein

"I am enolosing Governor Moore's letter. Yesterday afternoon I went to Trenton
to see him. He was perfeotly ohanning and thought that we were right in declining the
invitation whioh had been extended to your husband. I expressed your and your husband's
profound appreciation of his courtesy, ami Governor Moore assured me that it would not
be neoessary for you or your husband to write him.

"I then saw Rabbi Silberfeld. To my surprise (he] told me that he had seen
you and your husband saturday evening and that you had both agreed to attend the dinner."
(Governor Moore evidently aided Flexner in convinoing Silberfeld that Einstein could not
and should not acoept at this time.) "Now, of course, it is idle for me to try to proteot
your husband on Monday, if you and he agree, as Rabbi Silberfeld said, to a different
course of action a day or two before. The Governor's jud~ent entirely supports the
polioy we have been pursuing on the advice of the authorities at Washington. Unless
therefore you and your husband will take the same line, it is useless for Ire to continue
to Protect Professor Einstein. Of oourse, it is quite possible that Rabbi Silberfeld
attached more importance to what you said than you yourselves lreant, but, if you will
simply say, 'Professor Einstein has undertaken to make no public appearances', and stick
to that, there will be no trouble. The happenings in New York in the last few days in
consequenoe of attempted Nazi activities show that the Washington authorities know that
danger exists and there are in New York, close to Princeton, absolutely irresponsible
persons. II

,
,

, .
...
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November 14, 1933
Flexner to Mrs. Einstein arranging to persuade Dr. Einstein to cancel conunitments made
to play the violin at a Eenefit concert at the Waldorf Astoria, and he points out that
he, Flexner, could have been likewise used to raise money but "I Will not do it because
it Will interfere With my duties to the Institute and to Mr. Bamberger and to Mrs. Fuld."

November 15, 1933
Flexner to Mrs. Einstein

"I t~ you sincerely for your frank and candid letter of the 14th. It is
quite clear to me and to President Dodds, With whom I have discussed the entire question,
that, while your ideals and intentions and those of your husband are of the highest
possible character, you do not understand America. Every person of prominence is in this
country subjected to pressure, precisely as your husband is. President Dodds has a
secretary, who proteots him from publicity which may be injurious to him or the University.
In my own oase, Mrs. Bailey is absolutely inflexible, and she makes it impoesible for any
one to reaoh me unless, in her judgment, the matter is really worth my time and attention.
Letters come to me daily requesting interviews, articles, etc., 1'or which I would receive
considerable sums which I should be happy to devote to the relief 01' the Jews in Europe.
Mrs. Bailey declines them Without even consulting me. You are apparently afraid that I
Wish to limit your husband's freedom. Precisely the contrary is the case, as I assured
you at Caputh. I Wish to proteot his freedom in order that the dignity of the Institute
and the dignity of Princeton University, With which we are SO olosely associated, may be
preserved. You say in your letter that .Wenn man mit lIensohen nett ist, so ist es hier
in Jiiesem Lande ublioh, eine Pressenotiz darUber zu machen.. This statemsnt showe, as I
said above, that you do not understand America. There are undoubtedly many people, whose

" .,
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names constantly appear in the newepapers, but they suffer in the jud!'111ent of their
colleagues and of the best persons in the country for this very reason. Persons conneoted
with the institutions like the Rookefeller Institute never permit their names to appear
in the newspapers exoept in oonneotion with something direotly assooiated with their work.

"There is another oonsideration whioh I think you lose sight of. It is perfeotly
possible to oreate an anti-semitio feeling in the United States. There is no danger that
any such feeling would be oreated except by the Jews themselves. There are already signs
whioh are unnistakable that anti-Semitism has inoreased in Amerioa. It is beoause I am
myself a Jew and because I wish to help oppressed Jews in Germany - not only soholars
but ordinary people - that my efforts, though oontinuous and in a measure sucoessful,
are absolutely quiet and anonymous.

"There is no danger that there will be any breaoh of friendship between us. I
write you in the kindest and most helpful spirit and only after ooni'erenoe with those who
know Amerioan and Europe and who are as deeply oonoerned for your husband, for you, and
for oppressed Jews as I am.

"Let us onoe more assure you that you are entirely wrong if you think that I wish
to make lirgen<iwelche Vorsohriften in Bezug auf seine LebensfUhrung'. I wish only to do
for your husband what a first-olass Amerioan seoretary does with intelligenoe and inflex­
ibility for her chief and therefy saves him from interruption and saves the institution,
with which he is oonnected, from unfriendly criticism which oan only harm him and the
institution and the oauses whioh he would like to help.

"To show you how far I am fran wishing to limit your real freedan, I may say
that I have been asked by many Princetonians in the faoulty and out of the faculty whether

" .
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they were free to call on you. In every case I have said, 'Yes', because I thougl'i; you
and your husband would enjoy their company and that they would help to make you feel at
hane here. Let me repeat again and again that there is no question of freedan or
'Vorschriften ' involved. The questions involved are the dignity of your husband and
the Institute according to the highest American standards and the most effective way
of helping the Jewish race in American and in Europe. Fortunately, not only in my
judfPIent but in the judfPIent of others, Jews and Christians, whom I have consulted, all
these good causes can be helped by the same course of actioh."

•
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1932

EI TEIN, Biographical

Copy of a translation of 1 tter from Albert EiDltein
to Isaac Don Levine, cy lS, 1932.

• an Franoisco
aroh l~, 1932

My dear Hr. Levine:

Durin ~ voya e I final y got around to rea ing your
book on Stalin. It is undo~btedly the b at an tne 0 t profound
conoerning t treat drama that nae yet fallen into my nands.
I do ot know wnich to ad ire ore, your dramatio (th portrayal
of the external events) or psyc 10 ical interpretation.

sides, I nave the imprel ion th t you are inoorruptibly
impartial. I am truly most grateful to you for this fine bit
of knowledge I have aoquired throu n you. Alide trom tne any
racts, the concept on that the ive-Year Plan was t relult
or rear an privation r th r t n a creative act came as Dlwa
to e.
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Th. whole book se s to lIIe a lI'1l11phony on the the ••
Violenoe begets violenoe; liberty is the prerequi ite of
everythi~ of real value. Al 0, on~ see cle ly that wlth~ut

orali~ an trust it ls impos 101. for sooiety to flouri h.
Th. older I rOW', the greater respect do I aoqulr'e for the
fl ure of our Mos s; h realized etter what counts above all
than did the ot r political 1 aders of who I have any sort
of aocurat~ un erstandi ng.

With linoere re a s,

Your,

A. EI STEIN.

11e III-lO
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1 IN, A. 10 rap ical

S/18

I.E , A.

Inst.in to 'lexner.

He writes from ~hr1et Colleg md ays he 10 k. forward
with gr. t joy to speaking ain with 'lexner in 8uoh a short
ti • He eay that wll~old the follow! Thut'sd~
Friday entirely subject to lexner' time, WIth the
exo ptlon of the eveni s when h • engagement••

D, Einstein, Albert - 1932-1933
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v'EIN T1U • A.

FLEXNER. A.

Biographical

6/6

It was on 6/6/32 or 6/5/32 t t Einstein agreed to
accept appointment to I. A. S. (See F1exner l letter to
Veban. 6/6/32.)

File IV-2

, :
" .
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T N, A.

L' , A.

Biogra 10

6/14

rau
F1exner to/~1nte1n, Jun ~, 1932, a letter.

11 d 1n c"hrono10 leal 11e un 'er 1932, 6/11+ •

.,
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~I T I • A.

FIE • A.

B·o r ieal

7/30

CAL T OR ReI ti ona WQAI

lexne to E stein. J ly 3 , 1932.

Trans Ita oOPY ot a letter trom llllkan in w Ioh
11 lkan sug ests that 'in a a perio of fiv or ix

weeks year in eaoh or everal 1 titutiona. Flexn r co ents
tha~ tnls will not be satlaractory either to 108 in r to
the soientists, nor will it pe t Mayer to be with 1ll11tein.

On the s
sta 1 in on

1 ein writ lexn r in Germ bout
1 oe ana a b toyer, tran late • ctl,. later.

D, inetein. Albert, 1932-1933
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INSTEI ., A.

WEED, LEWIS H.

FL'<'Y'I"''', A.

9/27

Biographical

Weed to Flexn r, September 27, 1932.

Miss Sabin "tol me that you had oonfirmed the newspaper aocounts
of Ein tein's appointment to the new Inatitut. I want you to know that
I am thoooughly delighted as I think the appoihtment is a 'ten strike'.
We oould not have started out In any better way, both as demonstration
of the laeals of the new institute and as a matter of aieotion of proper
personnel. Many, many congratulations to you on this very definite and
out tanding first step. And Miss Sabin tells me that there are ot r
steps of equal significanoe to co e be£ore the oard at the Ootober
meeting."

D File, Weed, Lewis H., 1930-1940

.'
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A very satiric olipping, apparently rrom the ew York T1mes
on the editorial pa e, a very satiric statement abou~h request or
Mrs. Randolph Frothingh~ ot the Wo n Patriot Corporation inveighing
bitterly against the menace involved to the United State in the ooming
ot Einstein. They oall instein a"dangltrous alien." They says he
is "attiliated with more anarchist and 00 unlst groups than Joseph Salin
h1maelt," and Is "an advooate ot the overthrow by torce or violence ot
the gov rnment of the Unit d states." The writer of the Times artiole
suggests that perhaps the oftioers ot the eerican research foundation
whioh has engaged the distinguished German disoovere ot relativity to
work part of his time in soientitic investigation on our inhospitible
Atlantic shores are now exposed to a criminal indictment for conspiraoy
and high treason.

I . TEl , A. Bio rap hical

v-5
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IN, ALDERlJ

DeOOMber

Biographical

Early in Deoember. 1932, The ~omen's Patriot Corporat1on
or Brookline, Massaohu etts, pa 8 d resolution a ain t
permitting the entrance of :binstein into tho Unit d tates on
the groun t t he was u erican, unpatriotic, and extre ly
det.laentel to th welfare of the tion.

On eoember 17, 1932, the United Stat s VeDerans Assooiation
pas.ed a resolution 0 11i th wom n'. resolution 8illy, and
approvi thlll70u hly instein' oomin to the United States as
one of the greatest 80ientists in the world and deplor1. the
humiliation wi:lich the re80lution of the womenaa: the attendm
publioity have offered him.

D, Einstein, Albert, 1932-1933

, '
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IN, A. 10 r hie 1

12/5

R, F.

x ., .
elix rankfurter to A. lexner (from Cambridge, Mae .)

Viea will b granted tomorrow.

D Flle. F1exner
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FORRrGN PEIl.SONNEL

/mISTElli, A.

Government Relations

12/6

FOSDICK, R. B.

Fosdiok (Curtia, Fosdiok " Belknap, Attorneys at Law, )lYcl to J'le:xner (RYC)

-Dear Flamer I

ell, I s.. that li:inst.e1n ~ot Ids s an 1 All yo said last niGht, it
Wall one f tho.. damn fool th1n&s thaI. could 01117 hap in the United states. Laat
evenine I lIent stiuon the follOlf1n& telecraal

'Aotion b.1 .werlcan COUJ'lBUl in Berlin in recard to Dr. Einstein'lI
Yin is a deep hlllll1.liat1o to .werloa. Stro~ lU'ili that stClpll b
taken at onoe to~ situation so that we -:r not beco.. red1oulous
before the whole world. If as a result of blunder1n& stupidity of our
representatiye in rlin Einstein'lI Yistt ia _de apessible, h1at017
V1ll never foreiye us.'

IIarr7 &lao sent an 1nd1cnant ..leer.. to Hoover and we oalled up Nicholas Murrq Butler
and eot b1.a started on the war path. He was II&d as the dertl about the whole proceedin&
and prOlll1sed to raise hell. I &lao lot Shotwell started and he sent telecr__ to
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Wul11n&ton. r cot in touoh with Finley of the .", York T1JDa1l and we were JUR plann1n&
out cupaicn when the flash oame oYer the wirell that the villa had been ID*a cranted.

"That the Stoate Departunt .hould han d1 Cn"! t1ed thaL II .urd
WOlIl&Il P 10t Corporation 18 noth1D& .hort of II national hmv J 1.t1an."

1n. rL.23

1 ion from the
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1933 1/10

TEIB, A. Biog rap hieal

FIEXlfER, A.

Flexner telegraphs gr eting of t be Truateell to the
Ei teln at Palladena.

D, lneteln, lbert, 1932-1933
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fiI . TEl • A.

FLEXN • A.

Biographic

1/21

le r acknow18d 88 a le t r from E.instein dated
January 17, not in t11e. Thia contained a 8tate ent tor tl»
ul1etin on hinetein'8 contemplated work duri kBax hi8 fi~lt

5e sion at the Institute. In tl1s letter Flexn cautio
Einstein against the "Jewish Telegraphic Agency" and oth r
new paperl and publications w are beleigi hinltein.

D, Eill8 tein. Albert. 1932-1933

.,.
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IE T N. A.

Einstein to lexn r, Janu y 28. 1933.

ograp hie 81.

1/28

A oordial letter sa11 t t he bl d reached the cc:nclusion
on s n that the Jewish Telegraphic Agency was rally
!'urth ri the Jewi h interest ,and so saying that
he had been very suspicio u of Mr. Landau who wa._IIM__"'~,

wi th the agenoy.

lexn has made arr menta for the illllteln to stop
at the Ba er ers in ewar on the way baok to Europe. lhere
also wa an a rr ement that he would s top at • Warburg'.
whioh Flexner, likewi e made, but the evidence in th fUe
wo ld indicate that r. Landau finally knew lob re h was. '.!:here
is some oorrespondenoe in German waich I have not translated
whioh may be necessa •

D, Eins tein. Albert, 1932-1933

Beatrice Stern Research Files: Biographical Card Files: Box 2: Einstein 
From the Shelby White Leon Levy Archives Center, Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, NJ, USA.



1'13 :;

FOURD S

A. Blograp hioal

Cor oration

When the Elniteina 0 • east from Pasadena to return
to Eu pe, th y stopped at th hom or Bamoerg r and
Mre. Fu1d IllIll vhUe they vaited for their boat. Tbll was
the plrlod of the bank oratorlum, the banks l1li reopened on
Maroh 13, 1933.

D, Bamber er, Loui8, 1930-1936
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TEl , A. B10graphical

3/5

A very cordIal letter trom rau and Lr. Inatein
thank1 el1x Warburg for hiB Invit tion to pend time in

ew York pending their departure for urope, but inaIcat1ng
that they were probably leavi on the same lay of their
arrival.

D. ·ellx arburg
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TEl , A.

IE , A.

Fl xner cabl s to Einstein T
G rman overnm t has conf1 cat d
1f n eds salary it can begin i

J~ 4/3
Biographical

T T newspapers r port
inste1n I bank depo 1t and
ediatel,..

instein r plie. on April 3, 1933, "He ty th~. ..••t .....
Unneces, ry."

D, ina tein, Alb rt, 1932-1933

".'
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lEI 'SIE , ALBERT Biographical

4/24

Dr. flexner reported in part.

n~ th first of At:lril the newspapers carried the atatement that Profeasor
Einstein'D salary had been stopped by the prellent Prusllian Gove ent and his bank deposit
conti cated. With the approv of suoh I!I8mbers of the Executive COMlII1ttee as I could
consult "1; onoe oabled Professor Einstein to the effeot tha ths lnstitute would be
willing t;;> begin p~t or hia wary immeciiately in toad of next autumn. ~ April 3,
I reoeived a oable readmg, 'Hearty thanks. {lnneoeSII ry. Einlltein. I Sinoe then I have
reoeived a letter of very gr t ful Impr c1Jltion from Profenor Einstein and Mother from
his wife, in whioh she etatell that &II a prudent houeekeep r she had long feared 1I0Dl8 such
oa181111t;y -oct had therefore kept lIlOllt of their savin a in a fore1gn bGnk."

cJ. I, 'o.D, Minute!!, p. 3

"
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1932

A POIN'llfENTS

EI T I , A.

FLEXN , A.

b\(, ?
Jun - Au s t bit),

~H

Academic Per onnel 1 hv
Bio raphic

• emoran UII1 1 xner se t to in tin 1)' in June
provided the 1'0110 :

(1) "a r)' 10,COO per ann 1'ree 01' ric n incoll tax
plu transportation 1'or se11' an wife.

(2) Is eligible 1'ar r tirem nt at 65. The a e can be
postpon d by mutual can ent.

(J) Ret1ri allowanoe 87500 per ann •

(4) Pension 1'0 wUe in oas she aho survive her hua and
$5000.

(.) T rrn ahall run 1'rom a proxlm tel)' begin in 01' October
to apiJrox t ly middle of pri •
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(6) Objeot of th Instit~te research and train1 of a few
oompetent worlcers 0 as n by the profe8Dr. II alarie8 will 1 b
at a h1gh level in order th t the faoulty may be free fro the
neoessity of outside e nin a."

(7) eyer to be ap oint d aa a aistant--aalary s 11
at Ootober 1, 1932 at 100 per onth. II haul h co e to
Amerioa hia aalary wo 1 be 04,000 free at rioan inoome

begin
IItax.

Ein tein plied June 8 thanlcl le er for for 1
atat nt of the proposals w1th which h is in the ain in aooord.
Partiou1 ly appreci tive for th tax an travel oost provisions-­
very enerous.

Items three and tour, he thou t, we»e too hiGh and proposed
instead ~6,000 and $3500 re pectively.

H a Iced for a in pendent a pain ent tor ayer w a 1d ot
want to find h1mnl.f without a position in the oas of i binls death.

". '.
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A (q,~

lexnel' to Einstein June 14, 1932. Agreeable to everyt ing
exept it 8 thr e an bur, first of w h 8 0 read ot 1 88
t an e6,000 nor more than S7,500,an the 8eoo not le88 than
3,500 nor more than M,ooo with t with t preoi8e 8um to be

8ettled later.

(The m8una r8t n i abo t talti t p08ition ar08e ere.
Apparently n tein meant any Ootober but Flexner took it to ean
Octob r, 1932 8 i the new relation hip woul begin in
Octob r, 1933~ On point six he agre d, "w will eo phrase the
co iti n that you will be ablolut ly prot ct d, and the e will

L.II',,", ~be true of C • I will my eJ.1" proteot them a ainBt ap lioante
or tu entl or conferenoes, aooordi to your and t ir wish.
On the other hand, you may every 8ure that I s all my8elf
nev r alk you to 0 anyt i w oh es not to you to be worth
your while." ayer liiod reoeive an ind pen nt appointment.

,-,·u

Flexn r to instein July 12, 1932.
ago. Founders del hted and in 1eted on

n tein t15,ooo ither direotly or part
available to Einstein at any ti e. Alao

etur d ho e two week.
the Institute payinl(
to be 8et asIde to tie
extre ely anxious that
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a retiri allowanoe and pension tor his wite should be th
hi her figure that he mentloned. (lexn r entioned). Wants

ina ein to be permanently relieved ot any concern about inoome
in t futur.

wnl proba y ke no anno oement a bout the Insti tute untiJ.
the be in or next Ootober. "r ho e that in the meantime
you may ve ar ed atters to our satistaotion with Pro ss r

illikan an the Berliner demie. I shall ••• ake no a Junce nt
whatso ver until you ave given me notioe that I Y do eo.t"

D, ins ain, Albert
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1933

/EI STEIN, ALDE

August

logra. h 0 1

R, A.

There is quite an exoha e oomplioated bT p 8 rel tio
in e an on th qu tion of whether inatein has winter

halt-Tear. This i t nally iron out, but it i8 01 ar that
the i teins and Mayor wIll not arrive until after the
Ina t it ute 0 ena. sinoe they bark on 00 tab er 7. 'lexner
(Septe ber 7. Bepte b r 28, intor ~in teln that he has been
authoritatively roquested to ask 'inatein to enter tho 0 untry
quiotly and offers him faoilities to dloembark at uarantine
and avoid the p es , oo~in direotlT to Princeton. Arr e ent ,
ma e by Maass, for the diee barkatlon, Edgar Bamberger to
drive him down to Prine ton).
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I • J. iographic81

9/8

New ork xime I story (A. P. dispatoh) trom vlankenberghe
Bel ium. Einstein ha decided to leave Belgium because of
tear tor saf ty. 111 1 ave on Yaoht-supposedly for South
America. but r lly tor l!:ngland. Police plaoed a guard at
Einsteln' villa fter h 1ng German aut rlt1ea placed a
price on .ll.lnsteln' head.

II-16

,,
'.
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1933 9/9

T I # A.

Associate Pre

B ogr phic 1

to New York ~1aes (9/l0)

Ei tein renounces pacificism as to nee for citizens
of Bel iWll to join in military service for country's own
defen e. ut he still feels t t if all p ople r nounce
ilitary service, it will mean the naof wars an favors that.

Arrived in Lon on 9/9/33.

Flle -l2iiz-1108
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1933

h:n STEIN, ALB T

Dr. Flexner r orted in art I

Dio~hical

lC/9

"I ve bean a good deal concerned about the publicity which Protessor Einetein
haa received since he left America last aoring. an I ve endeavored b;r cCJllllr,un1cating
ith hilll nd his vile to make them re ze that :lotoriety ma;y e a llource of perU to lUlu

and certe1.n:ly does not h lp hi standing in the scientific world. K;y moat recent cCllll1lllni­
cation ft"'ftll hi wite would indicate that they han at lallt come to realize the 80 dnells
of thie vi • In conaequ ce of haTin p viouely d gecent which he did not feel
free to b alt, Profepsor Einstein will nct arrive in Princeten until th middle of the
IIlCnth, but the name 0 the boat !l0n vhic he sails has thus fer not be revealed. He
will be called for at uarantin and otor d to Princetcn as quietlY' and incon8;)icuoualy
as ooea1ble.

"The lIIinutee of the ecutive COIlI:Iitt et1np held on Sept ber 6, 1933, wt,811
distributed, will e 011' that rof'es or e'Y1 of r.8tt1n&an, hav completely recovered his
health, hall been 1.nrlted to he Ii ber of the faculty and hall acceptedJ but he has allked
me to k ep the ill!ormation aosolutely confid811tial until he succeedB in getting his
family lIafely out or Geman;y. At the ent of thill dictation he hu not yet accanpl1llhed
tHll end, so that I be.. the mllllber of the d to regard this _tter a con.t'1d nt1al.
His acquisition to the facult,y will be a lIource of :1.nD:lenae IItrength. He occupies the

",.
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most famous chair of mathem tics in eI'llUll'l;1 - t.h chllir ich for a hundred years haa
made aBttingen VII a great center of mathematics, now, alas, utterly destroyed. Pro­
fessor liayl 18 not a stranger in Princeton, for he spent an entire ye r there two or three
years ago, and he ha alao leotured in other AlIlerican universities. e will become an
Am dean oitisen, and he haa written Professor Veblen that he !eell that he is beginning
hi acient1!ic life eecond t e. Professor Weyl will spend October and OT ber
lecturint; in Swarthmore, after which he and hie f~ will taka ~ their residence
pe1'Jllllnently in Princeton. n

Vol. I, No. 15, ¥J.nutes 10/9/33, Po>- 3-4
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HAASS, HERBEirr

Dr. nun. to Mr. Haa•••

10/10
10/13

n«Xl'ler te to • Co te. head of M Vi.. D1rt.1 0 th'.l DeJ:ar-taent ot 5ta •
abollt a '11.. tor Prot. t.nn.

.. etore 1 retlU'n 100 ~rinc ton th~ ~ O!"l'l ,t 1e ma.::tfor
polioe ealled 0 Mrs. BaUq to otter .ir ~O.. t tter
I .hall ...~ both and eet th_ to eoeperate w1 u. in ma1n.";:;~
aend ;you a letter of introduction to Prote eor~in vb I cc
of rq letter to Mr. Coalter."

Fl.ezner to Haa s.

e ! 0

" ...1 have Plt 1; writina the point, 1Ibich I think cannot be too atronc~ baai
.-eJ.:r, t t Prot••aor J:1netein'. ear.t7 and Me .c1ent1t1c rePltaUon both depemd not
anl;y in rq jndpent bIlt in the t of "61''''''' with vhca I have canYU.ed e

..

,
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the nbj..t 1IpCIII b1. lead1Dc a qa1et aJId unobnraai" lite at Pr1n ton.

'l'h1. -.Ie I have bun deluged nth requqt. that he ..n .peeche. on pOlitical 01'
other 0 111~ York•••1 have the II reply to all. • t t Prore8ll01'
B1nate1n ball to Pr1n toll to plU'8l1e hill .cientific work and vUl not be den.eoted
tbrerf'roll•••t"

TIM JW:Id, cIaT Dr. aner .ant Hr. HaaA • letter reoeived Mr.
B1ll1Icopr or the Federation or Jev1ah Cbar1t1e. ot Ph1ladelph1a lIbioh sa1dl

"I do ple vUl not oit Einstein dIlr:lng b1a
-/¥:mr 1 d.ere t ore101118 onc:~ ide that
~ enthUllia • &I V t IPh E1nate1n is the teat .01 t1at,
read1J,y point or aturation. II :It 1 It alone to
aJId spealc on ether aubject. at rare 1nterval$. to

Sourc I US Tl'I1IItee. - J!aa8.. Herbert H.
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./EINSTEIN, A. Biography

loin

FLEXNER, A.

Flexner to Jud~ Julian W. Mack (NYC)

"Thank you for your kind note of October h. There is only one way to procure
quiet and safety for Einstein and that is by saying 'No' without exception, and this I
have done without consulting him for the last year. He himsemf is so amiable that his
natural tendency is to say 'Yes' to everything. I should not make an exception in favor
of Jesus Christ, not to say, the President of the United states. Professor Einstein and
his wife have written me and told me that they want Ruhe and no publicity. Whether they
mean that or not or know what that means, their condiiCrin Europe causes me to doubt, but
it will be absolutely impossible for him to stay in the United States, unless he completely
divests himself of the role whioh he has in recent months played in Europe. He has hurt
himself, his work, and in my opinion and in that of others has done the Jews - neither in
this country nor in Europe - any good at all. So, if anybody asks you in future to inter­
cede whether for a speech or a dinner or his mere presence, please tell them that under no
circumstances will I make an exception in favor of anything or anybody."

FileIII-17

,..
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1933 10/16

I , A. Bio'" phlcal

FLJ~Xl;IER, A.

Fl mer bad to oable in teln, 0otober 16, 1933. on the
s. . Wester nd, th IIhlp on whioh he 0 e to rica, all
follows:

ItHa e ju t loarne of 0' ri Un eyer plans. Plealle
avoid th all they a conoern d in a racial political uarrel
involvl forthcoml ayor eleotion. Your dig t7 and t t
o Ina t1 tu te endan ,ere. Follow advloe and a rI entll Qe
~or you by national governm nt w 10h r. rbert Maallll 0 w111
eet you at uarant ine alon u erlltand/II. 1t

D, E1nste1n, Albert, 1932-1933

I •

'.
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FHA 1\FU ..iT R, '7.

FLE J ,A.

,'IT l' , D.

J.UTSTEI r, A.

STEWA

WOOD.'ARD, L.

L .c., .A..

Vertical 'ile, Frankfurter-l

Biogra hie-al

11/1
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1933

'STEI.lI, ALBERT B10craPhical

11/3

Mr. ll....u sent the encloaed clipping to Flexner stat1nc: "The enclOlJed cl1pp1ng
trom laet night' s Evening Post will indicate to 70U that there lllat be a leak s_
1lbere in Princeton. n

"SUTer Sppon Standard Shit'ts Einstein Hcee"

"Ih the ot yesterday's neva that Protessor and Mra. Albert Einstein became neigh-
bors ot their clos MeM, Raymond Lealie Buell. rea.reh director ot the Fore1cn
Policy Anoc1ation. by IlO'I1n& into the two-tlllll1lJr bouIIe at 2 Library Plac • Princetcm.
we woul<l 11ke to n.1.nd you ot the houae at U Cl_elJancl lane which bad en prepared
tor -U-. The houee vas read;r, the Corntl1'll nept.. and. as we ~ked last week. a
plaster Madonna and Child oyer the fireplace IIIU1tel bad been wired into pla more
..eureJy 80 that it 1IOI11d nat tall on Preteseor E1nlItein's Taluable head.

"The ... a laat JI1nute hitch, however," ,I' :, The etol"7 told in Princeton is that
when Frau E1natein cue to glt the lceya, the owner ot the house aaid that. aa is her
cuate. ahe had locked tbl door to the attic and depoa1ted her sUTer in the bank. The
w1.fe ot the Nnnt ra1aed her .,..bron. a1.J.olf1.n& that abe a not in the habit ot taId.n&
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II1lY&r frca hou8ea abe rented. So IlOlI the E1n8te1n8 are at the address given abov on Li
b .;.ry Place. near Mercer st~. pN8UIIlably v1.th aUver sppone and a:rr run of the
attic."
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DIRECTOR

GENERAL

11/3

Administration

Public Relations

FIEXNER, A. Biographical

lEI TEIN, A.

Letter from Flexner to President Roosevelt re invitation to Einstein. File IV-3

See DIRECTOR - Administration
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1933 11/13
11/15
11/16

~I .I.EI,A.

FIEXli' R, A.

Blogra leal

Flexner

overA qua rel br aks out between hl t ~n an xn
wheth r tlexner 1s Intorterln. wlth In teln' private
und rtakl and co Itm nte. 1 t in 1sput thls hellted~,

say., Her after, ho ver, 1 s 11 r fr n from alV
Intervent10n tIl. I th1 ~ you wl11 e Ith ttl
have do everyt ing pos Ible to 11ve up to my omls. to glve
yo th utmoe t aecurlty fr edoD! for your s cient1fie ork and
have made 0 t liberal posrlble provision for you an your
wif throughout your lives."

He kes two points, however, t t he hopes Instein
won't m1sunderst : the! tltute ls an in opendent i t1tutlon
but for the mom nt a gaest of Prinoeton, and m t, therefore,
~ ourb its aotlvities to sult Prinoeton In a sense. There
ls grave danger of antl- emitlsm In other countrles than Germany.
Whether It beoomes a serious problem in rica depends al~ost

ent irel y upon rl n J ",8 •••
D, Elnstein, Albert, 1932-1933
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S'l'iIN, ALB

Einstein a1 ti0 .•
ributed,

• gi.vir. a"""''''''

Fl

"I t
the JIl'ic th '
nor •• etet
plaoe •• 'the Wa.ldorf'...utorUt...

roert •
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iographical

1933

Il111ST::.IN, At RT

llIL!l, EMIL

HUb ( ew York City) to nexner (Princeton) t (Ii \ '>1,;> \ ;~

1l/3C

12/4

" though it is almost a week since our telephone conversation concerning
Prot. and re. instein, I h ve not been able to for et what you said about ttem both.

IINeturally I cannot understand t you shou:ld speak about them in the manner
you did, considering mysel! a perfect stranger to u, wt.ose relationship to the insteins

t ot necessity be unknown to you. It 18 thi very fact that ro ts IIl8 to write this
letter.

"1 was shocked to hear you make the accusations you did concern1n& them. Your
warning, that Professor will et It1red', is still sounding my ear, and still more
·ntorgettable is the tact that you said the S8l1l thin to r. suer, personally unknown
to Prof. and • rs. instein.

" 0 doubt Professor instein does not need a defender. Altto h I realize that
his opsnhearted and undiplomatic frankness ay occasi(na1l1 lead to misunderstandings, I
cannot cenceive why hie s Ie di ty should be the cause of so much acrimony- as you
displayed in your conversaticn over th phone.

"I do not kncw th r a of the 1nslstanc ot n..wsp Jennet. I:'rot.
inetein hates ublicity, but his k dness of he t and the lack of sophistication have

oftent e overco hi desire to avoid it. In answer to your question 'why don't tl1e
insteine s1mply throw the reportere out' I ma.T tell 1 u that 'threwing (sic.) out' is
erfectly unknown in the h s of the reat cientist.

"I IlIysel! have many a timss seen h:lJll refuse intervisws, and it is only through
18 in upon his kindnsss that here and there articles about h:lJlI are obtained. ere he
ore ....1,p....p"...,ol, wcrldly, he probably we be 1IlOr: immune to the wiles ot re-

'Jorters.

"And yet, Dr. lexner, is'nt it a fact that the great reputation which Pro­
fessor Einstein enjoys and which has been pop rized by the n spa:>era is the very
thing which promoted you to e G8 h:lJlI tor your n school?

"Considering the thousands ot pictures and icl s that have ap eared all
over the world do you ally believe, that the Einst ins can still derive 8Il7 pleasure
from neWBlJ r-wr1te s? Do you really believe, that vanity is a dominat1n& ractor With
thlllll?

"As tar as the letters to the Knabe Co any are concerned, it was !l s gestion
that r. ),suer send a piano to Prof. instejn. r. 'suer gladly consented with no motive,
except a sincere adllliraticn for a at man. Not a word has breathed ot an ndors ent
or a recollllllalldation (sic.). The letters that were hibited in the window were merely
the ression of thanks ot two acious )sople and ere not sent to be used tor publicity.
I-' ever 1 d not b r. euer for puttmg thlllll in the winder", the h 1 do know, that
the Einsteins had no idea that he would do eo.

"I really believe that in the 8IIlII8 way you have a1sju ed them about other
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things u do not iv th credit for their act .one in regard to the cOllling concert.
The idea r • f a desire to telp the nee~ fri ds in eI'lllal11' As you say 'I rof.
instein is & scientist and not a violinist, but he also 18 a human being with a great

heart.

" tever both of the insteins do, yeu can be a sured, is pro ted b;r h1&h
ideals and lofty otivee. To ascribe other 880ns tor their actirns is unworthy.

lilt may be p sumtious (sic.) on my part to dafend Prof. and rs. instein,
but if you recoll ct the freedOlll of your telephone-eonversation nth 1!18 you will under-
sta.'ld. why I -- as outsider -- am taking the liberty of wrl tina this letter. II

e:xner to I'ilb ( York City), Iv \ ,1\ ~., I

"I have never betore received a letter of the kind lohich you wrote me on ovem­
ber )(, but ·our letter is so f'ul1 of miutat entl! and misunderstandings and I am so
deep~ concerned about Pro1'esllOr and re. ~in sin that I em nevertheless answering ;rou.

".. did not say either to ;yeu or to r. euer anything about Professor instein's
being 'tired', tor that is a ord which I nsver use. 1 did say that unpleae t puLlicity
wo d ul8ke his position unstable certa~ in Princeton and probably in the United tates.

"I quite understand Proteslor inltein's difficulty in dealing with reporterl ­
a tact which he trankly contesled to me at Potldam two years ago. I tol him then how
readily reporters could b dealt with in this country and bow 1 lIli1eeU dealt with tt' ,
and he and hie wite up seed themselv • as overjo;red if I would take r orterl ort their
hand., 1eav tb m to rtr¥ secretary. who deals with th when they t to se e.

"In respect to th letter to the Knabe ComoaIlY. I asked you and .r. Neuer first
ot all wtether ou ha cured Protelsor instein' s permission to 'I1se th letter. You
both laid, I~' • Thereupon I laid and still Itate that you had no right to use it at all.
still less haj you aIIY ri&ht to use it in connection nth the letterhead of the Institute
fer Advanced Stu~. I said very IlIIIphatical.l3" that the Institute for Advanc d Stu could
not be utilized to advertil the Knebe piano. r. t'euer adm:l.tted this promptly and fol­
lOwed his admission by having the poster ",oved before we f1n:l.shed our conversation.

II As far as the concert is concerned. . s. instein told me that it would be
1 end priYate. I told h r that it would et into the newspaoers and thua brine

"npleasant critici not to tt: III (tor they would not hear a it). but to the Institute
and to me. which has proved to be the case. rs. instein &sl!IUred me that there would be
no such publicity. YO\l yourself now know that she 11&1 wro and that I lias correct. In

ming il oe r two 1 clippings s nt to Jll4 by a person trom 'ew York who haa
abeolutel7 no interest in the concert. but these clippings end oth rs preYioual;r sent to

at ow thst Ills carr t. The COTilert ie 1II ant to be neither 8IIIll11 nor priYate.

"You h ve no cOrlCeotion Tior heve Professor and rs. inltein 01' the trouble which
I have taken to protect them not only from useless annoyanoe but from pOlitive dang r.
Cthe ise they ve been sol tel;r free. hen I originally m tioned the fact of er
to r Einstein, she exp ned her gratification that J. could ke rent to take
thea trom the steamu at 'I1arantine - scmsthinl ttl t required illS to two trips to
ashin on. I h e the highest a ation tor Professor Einstein, but I confess to ;yeu

quits fr~ that, in rv ju ent. he does no understand America and that you and ~r.

!"ueUer have given h1IIl unsound advice.

" s tar as ;rour statsent that I offered Professor Einstein a pol1t1on because
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ba bad been popul.arieed by the new/lP erll s conca ed, let III "lIiT t1cally ttlato this
s the Ohe that de me hellitat... The Institute for Ii A1!C d , tu is not inter-

Leo. a.er opularity, and it II de od at ~ COli" to II:V id it."

FU II-29
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1933

} I T I , A.

F • 1.

Blogra io

11/30
12/9

Einstein to lexner, ov ber 30, 1933.

ot LIr of translation. but it i a 6-line letter
ob j ot1 trenuously to so 8th1 Plexn r ha s d or d ene.
Apparently it concerne the exploita on of insteln at tl»
rec1t 1 at the Waldorf Astoria (e t ra1 ribun pres8
account, ovember 3 , 1933 in the file).

Dece er 9, 1933. E1n te n es t ee points, tour
p ragra s in German, requlrl translatlon, sl ned by A. l!;lnat ein,
and, evidently, 1a"ln own the law on his privllegell as an
lndividual _'xlx while at Prlnceton.

D, 1 tel , Alb rt, 1932-1933

"
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1933

......
...""""'8J' to es t

ph1c:u

12/4

1H:1ll ldndlT 1 tt that t • Inatitute did not wl8h b.r
t t k no poe1Uon t C'9Yer in t.o Ut. difterence of oplniotl
• i"te. Th ~ I' t t LV h rei ro g _ . UP.
tl' r rt" in o~ t er}'o ~11:. - t own

n r1.ola er1tie1.Jllll not on13' in Pr1.nceton but el8nbere. Laat _.k
two ncrante Mek'na nstein arreated ,ja"ed. I ban not Moned th1a tact
either to~..aor or • Eizwtein. einee r I are ot th:1.nga
ot th1a aort ourMlT a. t the E1.n.te1Jla are .baolu~ 1rIa cia iv.
toile ill ret. c t ~ tte nd. UJ;T conception.·

Soure., US Truet..e • Maaa • Herbert •
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1933

~NSTEIN, A.

FIEXIE , A.

BAMBERGER, LOUIS

i gf' phical

12/11

Flexn I' to B berger, D c. er 11, 1933.

"i have h d a two-hou talk with Pro e SOl' i t.tn,
I wish to assure you and .ra. Fuld that all the little

JIl1sunderstandings, which had 1aturbe hi. d his wit'e, have
been co pletely r.move. e is thoroughly happy and satisfied
with everythin which I have done. So e day I will explain
to you t details. They are not i portant enough to put into
a lett r.

"This mornin we d a meeti of all five professors, and
we disoussed the way the Institute had been functioni up to
this ti • an our plana tor the futur.. I wish you could have
both b en there for anythi mor ideal ooBperative I have
never witnesse. Professor Einstein was really extremely helpful
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in .0 of a BU eations, u were the othera alao.

"We have a ked ProfeaBor and Mra. inateln to share
your box Thur day night of thia week, an t hey have aocepted
eagerly. They have aaked UB to a Deutsohe. di I' to arrow
evening, Which we. 11 at with reliah. So everything i.
lovely, t go08e h a high."

D, Bamberger, Loui., 1930-1936
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10 r phlc.l

In. ina,
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1934

to A •• J nOlan AII\b....&dor

Alban Eilll in
EdI~·t Oil ill t. t it

1. \1"8. Elmte1n

.I. 00 r. I t
nr~ll:'ll.N111lt.,.. r~ er.

~lrvtt1'i!llt101 -11 h • e to

ted to protect

,
,.
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but .. till,. d14 t oooperat, I dropped aU ettort in that d1 otloD."

r and tba 1.D
c1 the Oxford

•
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1934

Biocraphical

2/19

n r }I ..

tIl)Jri ,and I h&",. kept. 1nl1oor b;y r .."... s v1.fs
told er th t !lphon t h ! aui 11 • You ln~ sted
to mow t..'l&t l1 is s hal'W t t h ha c ncellc bi, Cx:o nd ....parA -$11'0 nt-s
and 18 n • vor to 0 tpe e with is • nt at -.011 u I ceo He
wi es, own , 0 public. t1 ... ot th • tac. truth 1.a that be U PP7
and tI'an.. beret that.o a re h 18 aeeoc1at1nc with othertl at Inat1t.,
at enta prot...ora, and I han the teelb1g that h. bepn. to realiz. that I a right
when I ",entured last er to auac.at that he ahould con ntrate on the Institute. a
wit. apon to _ the other ... ot hU not &oind:to t all, spelld1.nc the er
here in AIlerica and~ a bouse next winter in Princeton. or COurtl', I did not O1'OW

- but aaid in the oalaest vq, "'l'bat would be ""rr nice.' All thU oU&ht to be conf:l.dent1al,
tor people lin Einstein don't like to teel lUliT pl'IIseure, ...en the preseure ot approval.

"You baTe doubtl e card rr- Mr. Harr1. that the Zquitabl. LU. l'lltuaed Prot...or
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Wql'. aPJllt1oation ro iMurance. I haTe di.cu. tn. utter nth Dr. C hn,
penute in b18 opinion that there b notb1n& reaJ.:Q'vro with we;yl t th et1en
111 on4r in conaeqwmc ot certa1n l'IlJ.... h'ca wb1cb the cc.pd1•• lo:now too little to
~. • Harr1a U nov the 111... Yo Lit, and I TIl tak t tter p with
the Teac 1"8 fin..-..uoanCG and Annu1t;r As. clation 0 AIIlertca. the t1Ja return we
abal1 hav all t I 1nromat1 n. and I han the fe that at that t1.Dle ehould have a
mee't ! t cutiy et-utee and in ne~ or thllr &ive Prot 8110r Wql and his
vU. th asa1lr II 1lb1oh we have given Prote••or E1natein and teasor Veblen. C.rta~

no one could haye thrown h1Juel1' re ac~1veJ.;r in • orlC 0 th !net tute than w ,,1 hall
dona. il 1. xt activ. and verr hap. are al.o hu e c dren."

Source, lAS Trlate • - xaaa•• Herbert H•

• '.
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19.34

n. • ~o 1" h1cal

2/15

n

•

r t ~arrlOr A. ;.arrr.oo (n"tlCl.(lO}t

FUe JI.-1.9
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1935

EIN TUN. ALBERT Biographical

3/1

See olipping in this file. roy 1, 1935, on Einstein's
speeoh for tnternational Institution to Serve Jews published
in th American J wish Con6ress ulletin.

D File. Leidesdorf, Samuel D, 1930-1935

,.
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1935

T I • AL T Bl0 raphIcll1

9/3
9/7

• A.

1 steln to -le r.

Latel,. I have been oar In on a ohol 1,. oorr 0 •
wlth Sbr 1 r. n jU nt. woul be a 0 ertul
aoqui Itlon tor our Instltut. • wrote ot th In ntion
to acoe t a oall to Grall ( strla). Ino h 1& at xEo
on~ on a oourtesl oall, so to .ay; tel. 0 real
o ortun t,. t ~or a so olar In tho pb1.10t. I e11eve
that the lnfluential p 1e ot rlnoeton art open 1 ou lona
w 1 ot e 0 0 ed a oall to cbr 1 r to our I stitute
to spIte us 0 his refusal of the oall to r1noeton.

eould iss th Il trlvl 0 Ilue n outstandl
soholar tor po 1t 1 n w io ro ls s 1IIIl teo ort unit ,.
to oontribute hill lear i as 0 pI tely a po sible.
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P1eXD r to i tein, S pteab r 7, 1935.

The Sohr8di r matter is a delioate one, whioh I cannot
co 1 t ly lettl ithout talkin with you an with your
as.ooiates as well as the r eton people. I will take to

tter up, however. without elay w n we are all to ther
once or. ohrBdin, er made a lun er that barra sed both

an the Institute but I hall n le the m tt r with every
possible discr tion an with every d sir to 0 the st for
hi as w 11 sa tor us •••

D. Einstein, •• 193~-36

••
. '
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PLum, A.

, O.

III"Lat, V.

aoLlIUI, ".

I'll m, A.

1aLI, I. M.
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1937

I T I , A. Blo~r hi al

An xo rpt from an artiol in The Cooperative np;ineer by
Cll~rord Pruere~r on the Institute at i liall.

Pruef'r ays inatein's wa 0 itt fr th Direotory at the
entranoe to Flne Ball. inatein and Dr. walte~ ayer of Berlin, Blnstein's
assl tant and oollaborator of the 1 t t 8 year o~ his work in Berlln,
would rrlve eaoh morning at the office at 10:30, clos8 the doors, a nd
seclude themselves for the re t of the ~, exc pt that they ~a~
aM-t«a cordially welcomed students Who 0 to consult them. (Page 11).

"Dr. 'ln tJ(h ha appeared in publio only three ti .1nce he
arrived, an theywere to atten a S81'ie of lectur. by the Belgian
scientist, Abbe I.e aitr who recently gain d att ntion by reason of his
spectac 1 I' views on th expanslon of the unlverse. The e lectures were on
E dl ton'a theory of th Int ractlon of e1 ctrl0 charges, a ver obscure
piece of wone. Dr. 1 teln In a weat lola sated in th front ...
row with Professors V blen, eyl, and on ~eumann, all of the In titute,

n to ether ey de an i posl lineup. Duri th oour of th
lecture, these c 1 britl s plled th 1 cturerwlth que tlona, and
differ noea of opi on they voic d, ooupl d wjth ~rank aoknowledem nt o~
th 11' lnabi11t to un rstand Eddington's 1'1 t, proved to be both
I-6 entertainlng ano reas8u1'i to the audlence." (page 23)

.' .
•, -,
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.I IT TEDl, A.

FLF,XNFR, A.

AYDELOTTE, 1.

VF, N, o.

BAILEY, B.

Se. irrterrl.w with Mr •

Biogl' phioa1

er Bai 10/31/5'5
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---1939

TErN, A.

DOD , HA OLD W.

Biographical

2/10
2/14

Dodd. to Flexner, F bruary 10, 1939.

Depllrtl from hi. l.8ual custom of declining to take
part in any invi t t10n to Eim tein, he brings forward an
exception which, he thInks, affords a unIque opportunity,
and whioh he thinks warrants an exoept1 n to his general, t tIs,
EiIllltein's general rule. With you approval I shall be glad to
take it up w1 th him directly, or wIll you take it up With him
without my interlerence. That will be equally satisfactory.

Flexn r to Dodds, ebruary 14, 1939.

H returned the papers whioh Dodds enclceed, and it
relates to a pllrt101pation in the ceremonie. of the World's Fair
on the wvenlng of April 30, 1939. lie asks Dodds to let hi
know pr olaely what arrangements made for taking him there,
hour, etc., and I will aee to 1 t that he is prop erly oriented.
He would lIke to know the length of tIme during which he is expected
D FUe, Dodds, Harold W. to apeak •

•
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1939

PARTICIPATION IN ADMl STRATION

LUKER, A.

TEl , A.

GOIDMAlir, H.

MORSE, M.

2/23
3/1$

Academic Personnel

Biographioal

Corre.pondenoe on degree of faoultY" partioip tion in administration.

Filed in V rtical Fll und r P, Participation in Admini tration.

V-2. File

:.
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FACULTY PAR'l'ICIPATION

POLICY

BOARD OF TRUSTEES

FIEINBR, A.

VEBLEN, O.

RIEFLER, w.

MCRSE, M.

OOLIHAN, H.

EIN TEIN, A.

EARLE. E. H.

AIllELO'l'T.!, F.

6/18

Aoa~o Per80nnel

AlDiniIItration
Corporation
"·x··p'e.'
Bio phioal

A letter f'l'Q1l EME w:l.th achinUtrative .ugglletions tor lAS

See FACULTY PARTICIPATION - AcacJ.do Personnel
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1939

;;:INSTEIN, A.

August

iographical

Copy of his letter to President Roosevelt in iS8 Dukas'
hands also lexander ~achsl.

But it has been printed any times.

D. Einstein

!

••
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1939

KIRSTEIN, A.

OIJl'TS

oUt of bust of Prot. EiMtein
Chancellor Har17 Wood cho••

(See HaU. - !lI.ographlcal)

Minute 10/19/39. p. 17

,.

B:l.ograplrl.cal

Finance
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./ IN TEIN

BEUEFITS

8;4

10graphical

Acad Ie Per80nnel

Aydelotte to Flexn r wI th 8tory Einstein 8ure e ""as
appointed for life with no retirellllnt date. Letter appointment
never found.

A. 10/18/56 Benefits
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'TEl. A.

o CA G

Ai'D -LOT , F.

10 ra h1cal

5/29

K8hl r oorr' at at y lott 's r que t a oopy of a speech
whioh ~yd lotte 1s g01ng to make about German professorate

aZillm. Shler' s 1 tt r 1 B very 1nter sting. He sa,.s
that the d er In scholarship 1s exp ti walch ma e men,. in
Germen: ke p ln t lr iVory tower ur1ng th r1pe of Itlerl

they dld not pous. 1tlerlsmo much a f l1e to look
at It the hazar that 1t w , an • ther fore, m of th
ere not on the 1 e of the p pl who vlewe It with prop r

fear or ha to leave the country.

D - lnst in, Al rt, 1?34-1944

•
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EI , ALB .T Bio r phioal

7/24

Artiolo

82. 75 by
rayne.

h u ually k u in~, loraly r vi w. i teln a lordly
weller in the 0001, r mot abstraot orld of them tic

inspIres In or inary e thlin 80 t i of t awe which would
greet a vi tor from JIlars, but arionof! su geat that another
eoret 0 hi fame a be hI va t an simpl humani y.

arlonoff ived wIth th 1 t in fa i11 for eiGht ye rs,
he said. epo ts that th teln in rinoeton i visited
by a oonst nt st eam of tc worl '. r at-- t te n, banker,
dlploM t , oom os rs, aotors, wrIt r., s01entl.ts. or e of
oorrespon nt s 1a hlp. e Is d lu wIth 1ft. wh10h he
al.o t invar1ably sell s baok; he one r fused a 30,000
Guarner10u violin.

If.en h liv d in n land, the Gov rn nt ina1 ted on a
~ootlan ard envoy herev r h ent; At the Metropolitan Opera

.. -
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r.ou , au(i ncoe h v been
in the mias of n aria.
ne of the rest, unforlet

That startlin"ly arre tin
t a e •••It 8 a h
of as, 0 8thi 0 .h

kIlO to ise to
a ionorf aye, II

able f c of t
d ••. oaptur
t

1 entrance
n t • Be i
•••
in tJ.on or

nr
t

ult.

tot'Y
o .n't 1m

tr vel , he

eal lith is
a car, that
1'1 taw

l'lIlal att , th
onl at ohea

f ot th...t l:el
hotel w n he

"once, a ter uoh ur i , i t in a roe<'l to p erlllit on.
of th okereller found tiona to send him .5C~ a y r for an
assist t. The fir t check (for t2,50) duly arrived, a v r
seen a ain. ske 1 ter hat d ap e d to it, iIll t in
mee ly re lied that he ust h v tucke it aw in a book."

a n fro!l1 i , u1 , r • elix

.....

Beatrice Stern Research Files: Biographical Card Files: Box 2: Einstein 
From the Shelby White Leon Levy Archives Center, Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, NJ, USA.



(

•

•

)

• • •

I
Beatrice Stern Research Files: Biographical Card Files: Box 2: Einstein 
From the Shelby White Leon Levy Archives Center, Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, NJ, USA.



•

Beatrice Stern Research Files: Biographical Card Files: Box 2: Einstein 
From the Shelby White Leon Levy Archives Center, Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, NJ, USA.



1•• ••
, .

Beatrice Stern Research Files: Biographical Card Files: Box 2: Einstein 
From the Shelby White Leon Levy Archives Center, Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, NJ, USA.



•

1944

PARTICIPATION IN AIJITNIS'1RATION

BENEfITS

DIRECTOR

AYDELOTTE, F.

IN TEIN, A.

WARREN, W.

EARLE,

MaR ,M.

1l/20

Ao dlmic Pereo 1

inbtraUon

ographical

VON NE'lIUNIf, J.
Digeet of Minute. of Faculty Meeting, 11/20/44
tro FUe V-I

Se. PARTICIPATION IN AIMINISTRATION - Academio Personnel
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1945

B1op'llph1cal

4/20

VEBlEN, OSWALD

Upon reaoh1ng the ace of 65 Proteeeora ~te1n and Veblen are to be dencnated
aa r1t.1a, and llhall oont1nue to reoai."'e fUll salary unt1l the age of 70, .. a llpec1al
gU't 1'rc:D • B berger. Thq IIhall oontinue to tul.tUl duU.. all 1t on the acUve l1et.

Tr. K1n. 4/20/415 - p. 1
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RT Blographlc

otes on the autoblograp lcal notes of Albert Einstein
publish in the Library of Living PhIlosopher •

he publica ion wa In 1949; altho gh iru.eln wrote
t not w.n he wa 67 (1946).

He char cterlze the notes a hi own obitu ry ••• rt 1
a cd t .in to 5 a tho ware trlvl ala ice of us
how one' own trlvi an s rchlna appears to on In
retrosp ct.

" ••• The exposItIon of that which 1 worthy of
communIcatIon doe non th le s c~ easy--to ay's p r on of
67 Is by no ana the e a was th on of 5 ax of 20
or of 30. Every r mini ce e 1 colore by to ayl elng
what it Is, and t r for, y a ceptiv poInt of vi w.
ThIs con Id ratIon could ve w 11 ter. leverthel s much
can b lIfted out of one' own experlenc which Is not open
to another COIUlcl usness." (pa e 3)

"Even When I was a faIrly precocious you n the
nothi ness of the hop s and strlvin s whioh chase~mo t nu;.e;

.~
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r stl sly through life c e to ~ conscl0USIl888 with a
considerable vit lity_ 'or ove , I Boon discovered the
cruelty of th t coaso, which in thoe year was much ore
oaretully cover d u by hpprocraoy a glitter! words than
1 t c se today. By the ere exl tenoe ot hIs stomaoh

eve one was condemned to p tloipate in t t cha.e.
or over It ~as po sible to satisfy the sto oh by suoh

P ticip tlon but not m in so far as he Is a thinki and
a teeling b in _ As t tirst way out there was religion,
whlch vas implant d into e very child by way of the tra i tional
education-.achine. Thus Ie e--de pite the tact that I was
the son ot entir ly lrreligiou (J wish) parents--to a p
religio ity, w lch, ovever, to nd an brupt en in at the

e of 12. Thro h t reacl of popular scientific books
I SOQn re ched the co vlctlon th t uch .txtkK in t storIes
of t tii le co' Id t be true. Th co IllIe uence a a
posltlv ly t natio (orgy of] free thinking ooupled wIth the
impression that youth Is intentionally bei deoeived by the
st te through li si there val a crushing impres ion.
SuspicIon a ainlt very kin of authori tjgrew out of thla
experienoe, a 8keptical attitu e towar the oonviotionll

..
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whlch were allve In a speoiflc oolal
attltu e whlch has n ver QuaIn 1e t "
on, becaus of bettor In 1 ht into t e
It 10 t so of Its 0~1 In 1 polon cy."

nvlronment--an
ven t ?ugh later
oasual c nnectlons,

( e 3 nd 5)

oes on to Q7 t t t e 0-10 t rell~ou paradl
ot yout wa a first tt mpt to free elf f 0 t ~ cains
of t " . rcly-p r on 1"; from an xl ten in tc y
wl hes, hopes a rlmitiv teellng, The worl lout lae

t n 1 . independently of h b ings like a great et I~al

ri dl , at leaat partially accessl Ie to our in ection and
thlnkin. e worl beckon a 11ber tlon, I aoon
notlce that m a m w 0 1 arn to 8 e m and

dmire h d fo d Inn r fr security in evot
occupat i"n wltIt. e &1 ra p of t .l.s e. tra-
per 0 1 world wlthln the e of t e lven os 1b111t! 8
swam hi h st alm If conwcio 81 n 1f uneon c ~u81y

before Irr:f nd' eye. Similarly motlvated men of the
present and of the pa t, as w 11 a the i ighta Which they had
received, w re the frien 8 W lch could not e 10 t." (pa e 5)

H a.ya, of oourse, it didn't all oo~ about 11ke thls,
But it an individual ordera his thought w 11, it Is possible
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tor thls a Ide ot hla n ture to grow taster than the other
1 a an y determine hls entallty to an Incr asl

degree. "In a of' type, th t nl point of the
ev 10' nt 11e in th fact that gr~ ually t he major

intere t lse a es itself to a tar-re ohi d re from
t 0 nt and the muu I ely p ronal an turnJI
to ar the trivin for a ntal ,raps of thi S.·I (p e 7)

" hat,Kl hinkl '? When at the reception of ns
impre ions" emory-piotures erner e, thls i not yet
'thinking' IU'd when uch pictur form aeri a, each Jli) r
of hich oall forth other, thl too Is not yet 'thinkl I.

en, h ever.~ rtaln pioture turns u in many uoh ....
eries, then--precisely t. ou h Slch return--lt beoo s an
or eri lament 'or suoh s rie 1 that in co cts serlea

which i th elves unc ote. Suoh an el ment beoo ea
an 1 tru ent, a concept. I t nk that ls
tran Itlon from fre a oc1ation or reami 'to think
la c raoterized by the ore or lea dom1nati role Which
the oonoept pl~~n it. It is by no means neceas y that a
concept at be oonnected with t e sensorily 00 nizable
and reproducible s1 n (word) J but when thla ia the oase

",
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thinki beco e by Means of that faot co unicab1e. K (page 1)

e does not dOlI bt that 0 thinki goes on for the
oat p t w1thout use ot si DB ( ords) and beyon that to
a oonsiaerabl dllgree unconscio sly, el e Why s uld it

sometime a pen t t we " on erK ite spontaneou ly about
scme ex rienc? e wonder hen an experience seems to come
into conflict wit the worl Qf; conoepts Whioh i alre dy
suffieiently fixe in u. "Wh n ver suoh a 0 nfliot 1s
exp ienee ar and lnt n ively, it re ets back upon ur
t ought wOllin a eolslve way. The dev lop nt of tlrlB
thought orl 1s 1n a oertain sens a contlnuous f1i ht from
t wond r t • " ( p , 9 )

wb.ic
t he aa
li f th

titie
wed

and
•

ntr need by a lII!l11 e? pa s

t 12 he ot !old of hi first boo' on
Geo try

olidlan Plane

Fr motes on the autobio raphical
publish in the Libra "1 of Livi

otes ot Albert Einstein
Phllosopher •
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v<.r TElN, A. Bio raphical

11/15

AYDELOTT-, F.

BAMBERG R, EDGAR S.

Aydelotte to Bamberger, ovember 15, 1946.

"I still hope that Einstein will with raw from
what I oon ider to be a very ill-oonoeived proJeot. I
know that a number of very wis member, of the Jewish
faith share my laok of enthusiasm for it. In my opinion
the thing is oertain to be a I*1m. failure and the sooner
it is abandone the better. It is my opinion that such
a unive."si ty would not attraot gentil stud nt and would
in the end tend to beoome a kind of educational hetto."

The file whows a telegram from Ralph Lazrus addres ed
to Edgar Bamberger, and a king Edg berger to attend a
dinner of the Alberg Einstein Foundation Novsnber 20 to go
forward with plans for a Jewish aponaored nonquota Brandeis
University. No funds will be solioited.
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A newspaper olipping dated September, 1946, evidently
fro the New York Times, expla1 the formation of the
AlbertEinate1.ilP'Oundation for Higher Learning, Ino., with
plans to etablish a Jewish-sponsored seoular university
open to students and faoulty members of all races and
religious to be established at altham, Massaohusetts.
Dr. Israel Goldstein, Pre ident of the Jewish Conoili tion
Bo of rica is President akxBkx ot the Foundation.

inatein was quo d by the paper a saying, "I am
oonvinoed that uoh ~ i titution will kttract our best
you people, and not le s our you soientists an 1 rned
men' all f1elds. It WOULd at1 fy a real ne d. I would
do ~th1ng in my power to help in the or ation and gu1dance
of suoh an institution. It would alwll.ys be ne to 'to:3 heart."

Other officer of the foundation w re given al:
Dr. Alexand r M. Dushkin, xecut1ve Vice-Pre ident of the
Jew'6h Education Committe ot New Yor, eoret , and
Juliu Silv r, Vice-Pre ident of the Pol roid orporation
of Amerioa, Tr a urer. The d1reot 'I ar th offioers
and or e Alpert, Milton Bluestein, Edmund I. Kaufman,

,"

.,'.
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s. Lazarus, Carl Lerr, Justice S uel ~ull, Jam6s N.
Rosenberg, Samu 1 Schneier.on, Maj. Abraham • Weohs16r,
and Dr. I rael S. Wechsler.

D File, Goldstein, Israel
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/ EI S IN, ALB R

SUlllDer

Biographical

Portrait •••Einstein, an artiole by Leopold Infeld,
published In the I er of 1~7.

Filed in Cnronolo ioal tile under 1~7,

just betore the June papers).
,er. (Plaoed

•

. . . " .
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,j ElH TEIN, A.

~ LTON, J.

2/18

Bi rapnical

o , RO.

ul ton ha s a k d Op nh 1m wh ther 0 r not the
Trus tees should not apt ot a e 11 oi titie
celebration on th ooc slon of i te n f 70th birth ~,

and e ~est8 t t th. ill no m_b r of th oard ot
Truste 8 apart fro Vebl n who ould be qualified to write
or speak abo t Einstein.

Op ,enheim relies . bru rr 8, 19l.$ that there is a
little symposium being .eld for Einstein's b1rth y--a all
IIcientific ather • V len oould chair it, but no trustee
p rtlcip t1 on is 11k ly to e involve , "am th t 1a ev n
more true 81n~ the symposium is being Jointly sponsored and
Jointly paid for by the IllS ti tut an the Univers1ty."
He suggests Veblen tlink th trustees if thay Wish to
honor i t61n on tne 000 sion of his birthd , talc. the
initiative in s e tlon of tb. ir own.

,.) .
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Fulton to Oppenheim r. F bruary 23. 1949.

e under tan p rfeotl,. and 1s t1lk1:ng up the quest10n
of do1 sOlll8thi bout the b1rthday w1th Mr. Maass.

D. l~on. John F •

.'
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I TEIN, A. Bl0 raphleal

3/2D

Press aeoount of a day-10 meeting of astronomers, hysicists,
the tieians, cosmologists honorln~ Ei t in on hi 70th birthday at the

In titu e. ~~ T s, ~ rch 2.0, 1949.

Morning pro ramI Oppenheimer, relativity in the atomlc ,omain;
t e implications of r lativity for mo rn ex riment 1 physic by Prof. I.
abi, obel Prize winner and physicist of Columbia University; also,

prore sor Eugene P. Wi ner of Princeton University. Afternoon pro r :
Frof6ssor h. P. obertson of the California In titute of Teohnology;
Dr. C. M. Clemence or the United States Naval Ob ervatory. relativity
err ct in plar tary motions; and ur. H r.ann Weyl, the theory of relativ!
a a sti ulu to m th tioal research.

" ilent at the mornin e eion. Dr. i teln e1 ctrltied th
aft rnoon au i nc With oomm nta on Dr. Robert on's p per. He w nt to
the blaokboard and illustrat d hi remarks With mathematioal symbola."
A r oord paying tribute to Ei teln by Professor Pen s Bohr ot Copenh gen
was played at the beginni of the arter oon session.

Rabi said, " ••• when was th re another man whose oontribution waa
so reat? When was there a them as noble and profound as the theory ot
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relativlt ?

" 0
our to t i
brought up

oth r an b fore Ei stein, or s nee, h delve ao deeply into
tinctive ooncepts of space ttme and cau8ality, no one ha
o muoh new knowled e and un eratandi •

"Even the most modern experimental m tiods are as yet incap ble o~
grappli with th subtle and delioate effects predicted by Einstein's
g ral 1.tiv1ty theory (w ioh unified the lawl of motion with thelaw
of gravitation.

"Great as these effeots may be in terms of astronomical and
co mological magnitudes, th y have &s yet proved inaooessible to terre trial
expertm nt.

"Yet, I venture to pre let th t wlth the a vanoe of miorowa"e
t oh*lques, by the time Profe.eor Ei tein's eighti th birthday rolla
around, experiments will xist whlohwill emonstrate the effect of
gravitational pot ntial on the rate of his favorite timepieoo--the
atomio clook•

•
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"In 1905 Einlltein or ated the theory of relativity, and to the sam
year he re-oreated tbe quantum theory w iob ax Planck had Ilu~gellted

five years earlier. Sinoe th h. e 0 theories have become
inseparably intertwln d, althou h ot yet welded into a unity.

" ithout thelle oh Idren on Ein teints imagination, one n tural
born. the other adopted, th wo~d be no modern experimental physics.y

"If we ave relativity baok .instein," Prof.
"he would bav to take a 10 with it a major portion of
resultll of xperimental physioll a practically all the
future.

abi oonclude ,
the .:0 t interesting
promise of the

urge him very
future
we all w.1 h him
a physici t, beautiful

althou ,h the lazis
a trea ure to

eighth deca e,
even ore for

"He does not want 1 t baok,
strongly. It 1s a /lift to mankln
generations. Today, as be ent re h1s
health, happinesll and, what i. p rhap
new disooveriell."

A Pi1 , Albert Ein teiu

.-
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1951 3/7

'1 TEl., A.

Pres ntation of Albert Einstein award for th fir t time.

'~l d un er Chronological, 1951, 3/7.

A File, Lewis L. Strauss

..'
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.IE TEl , A. Biographical

AYD LOTTh, F.

Ei tein to Aydelotto, July 22, 1951.

Acknowle go th latter' co dolences on the death of Einstein's
aiat r. "I t nk you very much for your kind lett r and also for your
invitationw ich I a reciate very uch indeed (Aydelottef had
invited Ein tein to bis oountry place at New LOnSon, Oonnecticut]. I fell,
howev r, very satisfied with my pretty ~lace in Prine ton and I d-> not urrer
rrol'll the hat.

"During the years of h r illness I becam
ai ter and I re d to h r ver,r eveni the fin
philo ophical oontent. I know it i b tter for
but I aa h r very much nevertheless."

The siater's name was Mrs. Winteler.

A File, Albert instein

very attaohed to rrrs
t booke, mo tly of
her that sh pa s away
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TEIN, A.

8/~ - 8/11

For press account (Town TotiCS. August ~-ll. 19~1) of Einstein's
support of s ta t ants made'"D7Pau Blanshar on communi , democracy. and
catholic pow r, sea A File, Albert Einstein.

A File. Albert Einstein

", ,
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1951

v1£J. ~TEl , A.

For the text 0 E1nstein's
the Royal Institute ot_ h1lolophy
oonte porary physiol/fth cal. eo
1951.

A Fne, Albert Einstein.

8/13

Biographioal

'ohiding' of Vloount Samuel, President of
for plaini that th oono pts of
ol1pp of ~~ T1m Il, Augu t 13,

, ,
;.

1
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I.E DI),

• Biographical

For personal correspondence, Ei tein to Leid 8 rf'. ee
vertic l1e, instein. Al ert.

Photostat sup lied b7 • D. LeI eedorf' to Mrs. tern.

Vertical F le. Einstein. Al ert
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ee Alllerloan
artiole by BertI'
etc.

gio ra hie 1

Jewl h Led er 10/28/55. COllll& oratlon
d RU8sell and others - Bora hioal faots,

Aloo Linus Paull ~ 0 en Forum,

,

ewsp p r olippl 8 all ates.

t ln, Ab rt E.
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1955

/ El TI!:I', ALBF.RT Biographioal

1955 preS8 olippings--two tories, both dated April 3e, 1955,
ew York ime an Herald Tribune. both de oribe the will of

Ern tern who died Apr 1 18, 19$57 a oar yi bequ sts totaling
65,000 to hi housekeep r-s cretary, iss Dukas: and his

step-dau ht r, iss Margot Ein_tein; his on, Dr. Hans Albert
Einstein, and hi yo er on, Eduard. The e ws. doubt that
the estate wa lar e enou h to oover the 65,000 in bequests
which were 20,000, 20,OC, 10,0 0 and 15,0 0 re p ativ.1y
tor the parties nnmed above.

Household effects and furnishing8 lett to Mar t who owns
the ho' e t 112 eroer. His violin was w'lled to hi_

rand on, Ben Hart, son of Han Ib rt. Hil b~oks an personal
ef eots were w lled to H1s Dules , and all or the literary
prlllperty an r1phts, 1nclud 1n" oopyr1 hts and royalt 1es to b
held in tru t for 1s Dukas and h1s step-daughter uoces ively,
and thereatter to go to Hebrew ',niversity 1n Ilrael.
Dr. otto Nat han ot New York Univers i ty was exeo utor a w1th
Hi I lJukas, Trus t e. Date l1n s for the 8tories are Pri noeton.
He 1 tt hi bra1n and other part of h1s body to solenoe tor enalysis,

D, Einstein, Albert - 1955 Pre s Clippi s

'.

Beatrice Stern Research Files: Biographical Card Files: Box 2: Einstein 
From the Shelby White Leon Levy Archives Center, Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, NJ, USA.



1955

vi:l 'IE 1 , ALBERT Biographioal

4/13

Exoerpt from n addref'B by Harlow Shapley. April 13, 1955.

"1 rememb r the time when Albert Einot in addre sed the
Aoademy. He waa introduoed in Ger n, or near GenD&n, by
pr Bident George Foot Moore. Thel theory or relativity--
ita equationa--amaze us of oourse, but Mr. Elnatein was
amazed, or at least he 10 ked amazed, when hi8 equations wo d
di8appear from the blaokbo rd im"lediately 18 b ok was
turned. or Professor Julian Cooli ge, in a help' mood,
would jump up Ind erase an equation When it had been once used.
Here we believe, apparently, in fresh equation ."

Daedalus. the Prooe dings or the Amerioan Aoademy of Arts and
Solenoes. Volu e 86, No.2, September, 1956, p. 110

.,
,
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INS IN, ALBERT Biographical

5/7

Artio1e by Albert Einstein in "Friends Intel1igenoer,"
A Quaker Quarterly, No. 19, Vol. 112 entitled, "On My Participation
in the Atomio Bomb Project."

Filed in &Bz«KMts~t~xxit}.Biographical File under
Einstein.

Source Above.

Beatrice Stern Research Files: Biographical Card Files: Box 2: Einstein 
From the Shelby White Leon Levy Archives Center, Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, NJ, USA.



On My Participation in the Atomic
Bomb Project

M y participation in the production of the
atom bomb consisted in a single act: I

signed a letter to President Roosevelt. This letter
stressed the necessity of large-scale experimen­
tation to ascertain the possibility of producing
an atom bomb.

I was well aware of the dreadful danger for all
mankind, if these experiments would succeed.
But the probability that the Germans might work
on that very problem with good chance of success
prompted me to take that step. I did not see any
other way out, although I always was a convinced
pacifist. To kill in war time, it seems to me, is
in no ways better than common murder.

As long, however, as nations are not ready to
abolish war by common action and to solve their
conflicts in a peaceful way on a legal basis, they
feel compelled to prepare for war. They feel more­
over compelled to prepare the most abominable
means, in order not to be left behind in the general
armaments race. Such procedure leads inevitably
to war, which, in turn, under today's conditions,
spells universal destruction.

Under such circumstances there is no hope in
combating the production of specific weapons or
means of destruction. Only radical abolition of
war and of danger of war can help. Towards this
goal one should strive; in fact, nobody should
allow himself to be forced into actions contrary
to this goal. This is a harsh demand for anyone
who is aware of his social interrelatedness, but
it can be followed.

Gandhi, the greatest political genius of our
time, has shown the way, and has demonstrated
what sacrifices man is willing to bring if only he
has found the right way. His work for the libera­
tion of India is a living example that man's
·will, sustained by an indomitable conviction, is
stronger than apparently invincible material
power. ALBERT EINSTEIN

~.ct

."?:.;.

Cl~

'r

II J..
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GOLIMA 'I, f{EJ'TY

EIN TEn1, A.

OPPENHEll1ER, R.

Biographical

Interview with Professor Hetty G61&nan 11/16/55

GOLDLAN, HETTY - Biographical -r;:J c ~ ')....t"C!N~!>

,
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~N TIN, ALBERT Biographical

11/18

Died at 1 a. m. (4/18/55, Mon ay) after stay in h••pital
trom previous uraday. 0 information released for first igh
hours. Then hospital d1d.

bJt Gryzbek.

,
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"TEIn, ALBE T

It55

~I 8i r hical

Deoerob r

See Article from December,l955 Harpers MagaZine, article
"What instein WaB Up To."

Filed in Chronological File under 1955, eoember.

Harpers Ma azine, eoemb rl~55
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T I "

DUKAS,

• Biographical

12/5

Intervtew ith Mias Duka , Decemb r 5. 1955.

FIled in Vertical .1 un er Interviews.

Int rvlew with Mi s D as, 12/5/55.
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IN N,

GOTTMAN, J.

• Biogra hIe

1/17

DI8cU8sIon wIth Jean Gott n, Janu 7 17. 1956.

P'led 1n Vertical File un er Notes.

Conver atlon wItb ~ean Gottman. 1/17/56
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1956

I STEIN, A.

CA AP, MR • RUDOLF

GOTTMA, If

Intervlew wlth Jean Gottman (Soclal oonver ation on 1/19/56).

Fl1e In Vertioal File un r lnt rvlews.

Interview (Sodal oonversation) with Jean Gottman 1/19/56.

1/19
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AIlgT IN, A. Biograph1clll

2/6

Effect on I. A. S. tac' ty and ~ru teee.

See Interv1ew W. W. ~tewart, 2/6/56, p. 4; aleo 2/16/56.

tewart Int rv1ew, 2/6/56

,,
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29, 1956.

Int:en1ltw it V.bleD, /29/$6
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SORO L OF M THEMATICS

COOL 0 CJIMICS A

POLICI S

, I

STEI , A.

'illXNEl, A.

IT ANY

OLI'J.'IC

4/6

AoaLe ic Organization

Administration
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Intervi w with Sir L1ewellpl oodward. April 6, 1956.

F Ie in Vertical File under ~oo war Interview.
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Ao dem10 Procedures
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Interview with Pro es or P uli, prl1 12, 1956.

1led 1n Vertical File und r alIi In58 Views.

Interv1 w with Pauli, 4/12/56
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Interview with Wolman, May 3, 1'57.

Filed in Vertical File under
Wolman Interviews.

1957

BENEFITS (1. 2. 3)
SALARIES (1)
FACULTY (20
TRUSTEES (2, 3)
DIRECTOR (2, 3)
ECONOMICS (4, 5, 6, 7)
SCHOOL OF ECONOMICS AND POLITICS
SCHOOL OF HUMANISTIC STUDIES (5)
WOLMAN (1, 2, 4. 7, 8)
AYDELOTTE (1, 2, 3( 8)
DE TOLNAY (1, 2, 3)
PANOFSKY (1, 2, 3)
EARLE (2)
VEBLEN (2. 5)
MOE (2)
FLEXNER (2, 3, 8)

VEINSTEIN (3)
CLAY (7)
VINER (6)
WARREN (6)
BAMBERGER (3, 5)
STEWART (4, 6, 7, 8)
RIEFLER (4, 5, 7)
MAASS (5)
OPPENHEIMER (5)

. '

5/3
Academic Personnel

Corporation
Administration
Academic Activities
6, 7) Academic Organization

Biographical
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