
~ .....

Dear 8en:

A .... I.'" H J:NEl'I;
.1.6 ,""n. ~\ ...uc
to'W ,.. • .. 'I

October

, ~ ..>to ~

,,/0,,;) _T .

4. 1950

lour let.t-r of 'he t'\(jItollty-f1rs: reat'h--d ll'!'"

true ::IOnt1.n4. I she_l b,-; ae1i~h':.""~ to .ee you <tnd
Profes.or Th~p~on at my cffice on saturdhY, Oc-ober LS,
near ene Q'clock. I is a1\o1&10 a ple~surl: to eeft
you, &nd 1 shall be ~lad to meet your associate,
Frore2~or Thompson.

uive rr.ry love to Bett)·, and believe me

Ever affect10b&tely,

1
Profes8or B. [. ~~ritt

The loeti tut~ for Adva.ncea Stud;y
Princeton, t~ew Jer.:.ey

AY,!SB
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...8"' .. '1".... ~t.,[~ ('"fl' ..., .
CW 1 '"

'1.',",_0:"X;... • .........., ...U • MI.

Dear Beo:

Th6nk yuu .::or tour k1..D.i oot!;. I shall be
he ..ii1" to carry your M8339e.6::l to> J-.n.

I aa 'Jeligbted to learn that. you 1rD •
Profe9sor G.:lJIybeU. lie 19 tl n.n.~ seh-'l"'" ~nd a

(.n:l1n,;. lecturp.r. If 1 hs.v~ n OCCl'!a!on t" do SQ,

I sll6.li tle-D·ion ,)'"()ur n~e to hi& after tll;i next,
...~cture.

Do... '1. botl.er about tli.het t 1!I book.. It reully
dose not zatter.

I 6JI ,!>l 1 ',:.1'~ t y' u ar,.. mak.1.n¥ pro;;r~3 1til
yOl.U" 'Work on The AthE'nlen !ribolte LbLB, and 0 seAd Sit
a co"1' of' anyth1.n6 you·\o1T1.h tlbout Ca pa. I am grstAf'ul
w you, for to you lowe my 1nt 1mt1te friendship ....1. th
Capps.

\11th love to y U 811,

Ever arrectlonatel1,

Professor B. D. Meritt
The lnaUtu.te tor Advtt.ncea Sti.<.d,.
Princetoo, N. J.

Af;ESB
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Yc>r
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te e r Il
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n e
1

• nte
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Id n ver
11'\

D r rr. flex1 r.
I

tf c 1 n +. y y or •

enj in D. . r1t1o
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Dr. ~br ~tm Pl~xn·r

5n~ F·rth Iypru~

rl.,' ~rr:

co..
"..
R •

x-1
vorx.
r r

oy
r

~·r. 1 :1 r:

qOnl:P t'lme seen ~hnl11d 11:.t.p T ry 11 h tt)
.. Ai Y"'u \ 1t YOlJr ~\ v'!.("- rtbf)ul' ho '-0 rl't1of!
m:" e" tnr t I r1r 90hC\o'. 11 I"". w1'l1 n ~

I '" "n I .. n tP\'''' "I a .. tha ," 1 "r.
'li 1 "r.;"~+~(n t:t"I-w" a:n p l "rH
.... y ur ...... r.yon'~ne". Th t.}"t- would b l ,..

e. tr ... 11"-1 flO ,"\11 I 011Y

b r '. or l f ~r"pr oY-mbAr 7, r-xee ~ Oy·-
•

1 ur ,

-

R. :l. K,rl'

:agO

Records of the Office of the Director / Faculty Files / Box 21 / Correspondence (chiefly between B. D. Meritt and A. Flexner) 
From the Shelby White and Leon Levy Archives Center, Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, NJ, USA



• All n.'l<Ji"".. F1 loy •
Ton 18, ~

Dr.

•

•

I

10 ...
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ABRAHAM fLBXNER
';12 HPTlI "VB.

."ew )0Ia. 11.... 1'_

1 rch
3rd
11~

~ r Ben:

<'u:::a Y t tllT_ I ... eot .:.1 hU"l. ..er ,.~~: e
to ~, r Profil'!G :n f;.l"l.:':- C ... ent ~r ta· /'):>ut eib.n
t rc eology. '!'O ~. z r t J" I,. " t. 8 er.el ..Ded boc t " IS
1~ ¥riwteo. I hll.ci • 'I B I t.n t Mr. fJJ b·fe... ler h~d

Iii. .E'7 p_ o~ to et.ool to 'C LJ. ute
p. .. Vf.. 1<Jn f' bor ~t is t. 0: 1 ?

10. d Bet

e T,

an" e c eTen

r~o~e 0 n. D. ~ ritt
Itle"ll<1'te tor AJ..., _":8 ~·U.'i

r_!'.,..eto:., II Jt.T••7

a. :d-,
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K87 :>il, 11147

Dr. Abraba>l n.exner
r>2? 1Ifth "noue
Nev Y~rk 18. ow Y01~

J' D ,

oUy • • ! "lluld 11k" very cuoo t b ve
tll piotureo of'tho COrl tb M Ie, perth 1M.1"11
oln" .. th~r 'Olll~ t:-OlD rou.

You 3~n· on~i in lour .t~~r 110 h
~'.r~1on of ~ F~O~ ~~~~ grac~.r. I 11). Olldp.ral 8TO,

1 ~ 1 B not cC'mpl e. The 'big ~ n tl ""? are
co bulky. r ~v~~·~ 1 UBe ! th r~ ~4v1n 1.

entirely· ttr!. torr. 1 hev .11 of tb here 1n 27
fflco, blt I ~zr.t t .~ t &t I hAT rona A\ P'
rr<>tl' Te" m. 1'0 t • ,e the 10 , d1 ,n or
(o.h,1rt f .. gramD'nr .c" tr-a't III ..-t~ b ~ Ifld t 1.'

t'~ tt' 'U81" 1f ~ hr.ullS nerd It· Le.t "' ..

~ tc .eLnr. .U ..oon.

Art et1onate17.
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AI!A" FLEX [R
5.1i I.'SI'

Ill. ~l Y.

1
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'''. 1". 19<17

• •

n . \ %.'"1 t'oI\J1: em~r
t. .., r rth A\......nu.

'er~ 1r., :6"'~" r

D 1 I:r. ~le l!r:

• >u
'J8!'
r-f

:h~ Ort~"'~­
y ~~ 'Ork~.

.... CC;":! o.t
tt~8 us: r.

I" YPry l!.t If!
rene·••

gl1ah d1 etloMry lIt.lob I u
·h" L1dda 1 n~ !Ieott • t'ldge4.
l~ah I w1:'1 1 d r: _'ml'l
..,Oa rtll VG a1 on
~h lI~ or c1t t1or.. " 1

On t.· .. h
~:Qe', ! w~d au

..11- "1 r. • 1, 1»

:t :J In -en90 ~t.

n Jb1l.l'nAl I.rt1l'1t'a •
• In th'. rt 1
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."BRAHAM PI.JtXSEI.
)2l IInll AnHtIW.

Nil" YOU;: I" N, 't,

, 1 ~ ....

,

,

I .oo.i •

• •

•
• ,au, , o. >_.
,

,"

I l
-J-
-.'

~ rUt...
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AIIIlAHAW FUXNEI.
Hl "'Pnf ",.,...ua
)fl. \out tt. 101 T.

"ld rl+\!
"ii-b u

~ .l..c.t gO.
a a 1:1&: I. ell to~lf1l. :"_
e.o or thie tr bi~

\;.:.. t:.•• 1 e t

t t It OOCVB.:- I~" ~::1 dpe:n1 n
icb 1 ..Is')? Anne.. 5,

te~ l~~ wor e .n we Are no~

l" ler. M' h~firt t '1.11 .Jut br:ll:­
~Tilliant . ~eer.

1,

e.! e" 1 Ott l,b

p or or fen ,
• J .. t..1.l:l fu:lc,

r n:: t-~, 'l~·.
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~. brallall rle1Ol8r
b" 1tth AT ue
» Yor 18, 11_ York

D8 • n meN

,
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!)ear :>r. l"lnner:

1ch eneerno ~lld.role..e

1 on page Ill.

£Y r tt 1on"'-17 J"lIre,

~r. rl~Xh.r
,~ nf'th ATenue
ew _0"," 18, Yo","

.DllrDD
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D . ~prab.A Fl.xner
£2 rlrth 4..,. mi.

Ile Yor~ 16, II.... York

:;; ban Juot tinlahed reading JOur bo on Unan
and 1 enJo ed It eno uol)". I r EO t 0 l' th
t In ~ n I .. a EOIn~ to Itl ore lae 1buro d al.aat
to ot to get orf ". til o. and only .~_p. tbat t4.
~.nn.,I.. nia aake. ln BaItl ore. I noted only on. ~·.t. ent
to which I CQuld tal exeep Ion. I .er tf •• In 0 ..
p' c. t t 011, ~rele ...e ¥ae conraoe~ wI h upt 1n the
o UQ1 of ~em ~. ." but t I v•• obYlousl1 ••rely
Illp of the p~n. I'm oorry I m18.ed thlD In the proof.

You voul ba... eoJr1e •••lng the d1.pla1 In
one or the windo... of the 001> p tt :. rlal 1.1 r".
I v"lled al r: Oat· Ill.... r. .... 're.o.d

y the arra7 of 0"1 1. .:!. lotte ..,.1 n 1>1 Go'""" -.d
an feotoon.d ~ oopi.e of yoar b?~k bleb fIlled th entIre
80uth indow 0 the t"ront of tbe bulld-lI1S.

PI••u "oc."t r:q eoDCre~lIlat1on. ar.d ....1••,
V"I'M t'hlIlIkl 1'or sondln ~ me .. OOW.

.
•

• • erttt
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:\RIl.AHAN fLBXNllJI.
):2 ".TN 4'11:h'"Vl,

...... Yt.....-: II. M. Y.

Deer Ben,

I .. flOrry t.het I ~enno nturn to yem the
p1"'Irlous nuJlbe.rs of' -aesperle", tor I he,",
g1ven thea 811 6.81.

tb" t ;roo will h8"" Coed
o... t.h,cott.a ...d r .. rllld_ew_ or )lr:... KirkluIlli.

Anne Joins ae.1n 10'" to TOIl ell,

P;...er arrecU..ta1.7,

r;... -r;

ProCessor BMJea1D D. Mer! tt
In.Utute far .lc!Y8D ad StUll1
Pr1.ncetcn, Ne. J"rHl7
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1\8 ..... H.AW FlEX.NB
)l1.-IPTH AvaHU_

"".... YOllJt .&. .. ,.

Hovelllber ). lfl-t6

o,."r Ben,

1 ,.. sending you the valt3f! of ·!le~per18· wt~ieh

'You ~ent as.

tTer affectlon~tely,

«,+.

·H.~pcrle·

er.o~h to
there aD!!&-

."lIIi G11Jla.n •
,.our honest

t.bet you do

era -.e.ther, but today tor
we ere ccntoruble.

Proressor 8enj~ D. Meritt
InaUtute ror Mvenced :'.t\ld.)'
Prlneetorl, New Jersa,.

1 aailed you the oth....,.:~d~.;~7~!'~:iI
I hope it reech8d IOU.
opinion lib t 1
n,t .211t

I Eaked you l~sl !~er Dot to &cod
ror it i~ W6Sted. 1 do not know G
epprecl~te it OT UDderstLod it. Is
On. to a. W3 COy! s can be aent?

•• ha'Ye h
the first
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----
A8R.\IIAM FLex ER

) 11 Ilntf "VR,

"I' yl)f!J: II H T

!'ec r Beo,

tour lettE:r or Ocl.:!bflr 1:: ':eJ:le se"'prd ,..··'lrs
\; eer.. u.enrBri en ~ore .. :'"o~?t1y 1;\. ~or tt!e ~8et t~rt I
to conrentr~t. on rlnishlr.g th~ boo~ on Gl1a£n.

6(0.

lout
I W'Oull'! hr.ve

I: .ooth &DC! hed

'r
fr

I "CD del1g"ll~J

~u.herlln~ once aore.
b('th :..nne fn~ S7Felf.

wI th Jour
1" yt)U re

lett$r tn~ very Mucb ple88~ to ~eAr or
her g~in. give h~r th~ 8~et ,reet1n£~

tour latter rellllndfl Ill'! of our ow e:Jperleocee: et Oxford .!Jen I 1t8~ 6
f~~e8 le~ urer ir.. 19~8. 1 think .~ h,ve D.~·r h6d cO g~y ~ time h~'ere De e
i1 ct thBt time. I e~n re~ember Lionel Ourtie l specking ,bout ~ prefece~6or,

Sir t'~rt Borjoa. He f1tild, ~lr nobert stooCl up under a 1 t.be irressure of
orl~ ar 1 ben tie t.s Prl ....e ··lni~t.er of Caneel:. but. ho couldc1t l'tbDd OK! l a

ho~plUl1t.y. f·t the close of hi. :\I.odes lact.uru.hip be went iot.o. nun,log t

Hev" you read l'Yoodwerd's lecture - or you 8J\Y b~ve heu'd it - OIl

U-_,' ;..olit.1:e::l implicetlona of' the e .ollie bomb? t think it.." t-8t.orpl~ce•

• hlSve han f'n U-., .'.0. toad 1fi~ter, but. ·Jr•• Pal1Jrr, -'0 ~IIS

p.r...1th her .lI!other siren !Fst pre-h, tea written :n- that t~ h8~ hed .~MJt.

5)11 ot snow,..t ,.tortown. .e h8~ 8 inches here in No", lork (lc te drys ...o~
e.nr! wb6t ~ Jl~f1S we heve been !ltrugg11r~ nth! Transportlltion I., Dtn"t to i_pos­
a1 Ie. There ought to be ~ lew tf.c~n.t anow storae ~t Chr1.t.~8 i1..!

1 h('lj)e thl:t you "Dd Bett.y a.nd l.rthur are gettiDl out of" Uxtol'd lot.
hh lae. 1.11 of UII seniJ you O'lr "ve End beat d@"~8.

Ever sftActlooetely,

•

:'rClf. BenJ 6Jl1n ert tt.
Ze6t11m House
16 Ror f' Camens
()rf!trd., ~1 • .Dd

{_.7,

(
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THE CARNEGIE FOUNDATION

FOR THE AOVANCEMENT OF TEACHING
air. "'.'Tli ...... .: ... lHt

.... I£W YOJ\IC,.
March 16, 1945.

Dear =en,

I have boed news from Urs. ~a11ey: Ber mother is

improving but ther~ 1s ever} prospect h~t Mrs. Bailey w1ll

t~ve 0 reca1n wi h her for some weeks to orne .

• Affectionately your,

0 . .r
-7

/

Profe~sor B. D. ~~rit~J

Institute for dV3nced ~~udYJ

Princeton, New Jer~ey.
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Ilarch 2'. 19

Dr. Abrnhaa Flaxner
~22 r1t~h AYenll
ev York 18, II • Yo:il

De8r Dr. Plexner:

tor 70 le t r

ot March :l3rd. I • \(J'lt11l1 tod&7 to rcta..o..

Hlll"ll- t.

I hopa >are 1... £oad De"a at .re.

all y •• aot.. er. J t Kre. 811ey.us

Ath t10M

B. D. Msr1t~

at' :Il!!

lowa,
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--_.-

THE CARNEGIE F"OUNOATION

FOR THE: ADVANCEMENT OF TEACHING

e ... "'IFT" AV!l:NUK

NI:W YOAK'.
March 2J, 1945.

Dea:- Ben,

I had your letter a day or two ago d I should

have answered it more pro~ptly but for the fa~t that Mrs.

Bailey was called to Watertown last eek because of che

serious illness or·her mother. I shall reserve the morning

of Muy 11th for ProreS~or Lord and, I hope, you.

With ..,armest greetings to you and Elizabeth a.nd

YOUl" two boys:,

Your~ affectionately.

j

- }

Professor B. D. Meritt,
Institute for Adv~nced Study,

Princ@ton, NeW Jersey.
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,.roh ~l. 194&

Or. Abr~ 'l.~.r
r,~~ Pifth AT.n"•
. ev York 18, e. Tor

o...r Dr. J'lun.r,

I haTe Ju.t ba4 a l.tter tro. Lo"18 Lord.
wh 1. Cha1 ot th. in Cosaltt•• or r

.rlcan 1 or Ole••lcel t 41•• a At en.. B
1. en.l0 • to telI with 10U aboot the gltt hi
~r. Roctet.ll.r Ils4. tor e. .attng tb. Ora 4 baa
aak.4. tber cal' arr e ao • t ""1"ll ir.
wb. h...,." JO .

Lord 1. II ¥ at orl a Coil r. 1n Callto~1a.

out bs p na 0 eo 0 •• r01" lbe 1 .~tln t tb.
Ilan~lng C 1ttu on MaJ 12. an4 w111 probe.I>:J hero
at 1.aat troll tho ninth tbrougb the 1001"1:0. t. I 4
not now in 4eta11 "bet bo • in alnd t"a about.
but I.. ~ h. would be ~1••a.4 1t IOU co 14. re
Ilia a halt hou at Ilo.t. 1 Iu,oll aOlletblng ot h18
.0he4ule llIl4 1.aagtne the IlOrn1nc at F1"1 J, ar II
wou14 be beot. it ao.oU..e th.n would be lathreoton
to OU.

1th b••t f1"oot1ng. • e1", I ..

Aftootlonete17 10ure,

.:l. er1 t

•
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•

Dr. A rl.exner
522 rlttn A"enue

"Yo 19, ,. w Tor

De Dr. f'l :rn~r:

~r. M. 1:: hal b'£Ie~ •• to • 10

TOU know tr~t hl. mother 41 thle m rnlng

at the Pr1neeton Hoepl a1. The tun~rel

.e"lou ,,111 b hole: on edne-daT orclng,

_10 .leven 0'010 • ln 'ernon, " w York.

Mr. Meritt Yl11 go to '.rnon tor tho tun.~l.

~ er .1n~.r.l:r,
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A !lFa 1"'1lTl8r
ltth Ter.

n " York 18. e !'crk

I' PI'. nemer:

It . I "

l-thr at J ll'· TT leth. .. uit. r~ t

1r. ..Tiling .. not to ~01'd tl1 we ~

... lte 11ft aop~ ot 0 1tT. " .1 ~

I ..n4111l! ..tollt o1nt n 0 he ~ I n

• ra..orl~';> 1a t •• t 1 .. 7 b. pn.tpo~.a 1 tl:e,
.... I' w1th O. n1 cont1 U«I on ~~to th e or.

I keeping 1 tou.

wn4e-OeTT at Oxto1'd ~4 lth 0001< at Oul>1-ldge

about the ","anpt10n ot their 0 1 rk.

All 01' I Join In Ie- 1: lOTI to TOU

& d 0 A!'lfte ~

Arreotlon.t.1T Tour.,

DD IDD
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ABl.AHAU Fl..EXND.
n~ 'UTU An",,,,.
:-aWl 'IlJo., "0. h Y.

:0 J rW;'l& b~~ '. b' YO\l 8.K'9t'l fer

Ie , res::. r,r I :,r.} 1 r t n;{ .. -' is nnw nr:

tt.~ ove, .nQ I nn net" ~j: !.elf knoll hel'~ ue Is,

ut, 11 i'OiJ "ill s~nJ m~ your d'..ltnr: hfi'h bn1 ...1Et

IGssl~ 1 s~no18r -

1 1" rOB. It.le tr~t Y1<JU h!.ve CJ1 &.It.ocr,,,rh of

Gildersleeve! 1 ":l'ill kaep them faT' hi11 until

he r~turns on flJ:rlouC~l.

m~ ....8 • ew l_&r fo .... yo J.1'1~ Betty

1 n1 Lnd ~our bOIS, -

d .r.. irir-

-

V~.l

ProfpSS01' E. ~r1 t t
rJ Be tle r.oad test
Prince an, 8\ J~rsey

dffectla-:u.tely,

Q.~

)
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Dr. ~ baa rlexn r
IIno... e18
5r" Flt'tb. .",en1l8

o Y n 017

Of!! r P"le "r:

ft ~~ 1. th@ COP7 or Tad'. eo_.~nt

lc t~~ el, lem] ~Yi w wnl ~ I pro_l.ad to

p.~nd yo. It JOu .-nd It to M~. B~ berger,

I El.d to h1 Ilk tho t H '""1 El yo hi" ....

1e au} .

War1 81ncA~11 your.,

B D. Mo rltt

• •

B. :Illl
En ~
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JanuorJ 10, 1944

:Jr. Abr~:ua P'l~mer

Roo,", b18
5~'" Firth ATen".
"f"W vorl. 01t1

Rp,.. 10 the oo-r:J' or 'l'od' 0 on_ent

1n

.ec~ you. If you a.n it to*Mr. e be er.

I •• fl d 0 hlnk th t 1t e ,. gl.e hi. 00..

Yerl .incerely Jour_.

BD~:DD

iDC:
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o . At hom Plp ~., •
~ ~ r1fth A.~nU8,

If YC"r • 18,
Re y"rIL.

O. r Dr. n~xn r:

ThAr~): "0\1 flJr y ur not. 0 '-ov m....r 1 tho

It W Q )Iot n n-Y t..,,-,,,, to
'8 olk. p. 18 a very t.:l­
t'" • 11 flr t-c:l. . H~ ~

tor t t ~ "P Ie ~~l 0
1. no· only -er 1~t.nt but .t

• cut !l<>
Oem muc
lr.y" tl
e - t~·

eet. tin

tc

• ,1 ~ 1 d1d
) -:>1 r nd h s

- r lltfnt
it .. '" to

m •

• "e th ... t

t . irA l
l'ellen1PUc

t t t.,.
'I rU"le

1 1 1<. hl.
'L .

V 1nc~" 11 fOU

S. pr1

Records of the Office of the Director / Faculty Files / Box 21 / Correspondence (chiefly between B. D. Meritt and A. Flexner) 
From the Shelby White and Leon Levy Archives Center, Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, NJ, USA



ABRAHAM fLEXNi!:R

522 Fifth A:enue
Kew York, Itl, N.Y.

:ovember 10, 1943

Dear Ben:

I rehd ~lth very great in~erest

your essay on The Sarly Athenian Tribute

Lists. It would s6em to me th~t you Wdke

mincemeat 01 1Ir . .;to:;l·linE, Dow. I was c.

,

I
little surpr1ss1 because I h~d heard JOU,

as I thought, c .uk of him lth a good de~l

o£ admiration.

It i,.6rms my heart wneIlBVttr I see

a genUine plec_ of research I3rDWl-3.ting fro

the Institute for Aav~nced ~tw:ly.

I hope tru..t your moth·~r vna lIrs.

Klrl<1and as well hS Eliza. eth W'ld the boys

are ...ell. "il t.l ever'! goou wlo;h,
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a.AHA" PI FX""'tl.

522 firth ;venue
'Neu '1or~ ld, N. Y.
iov&mb~r 1 J 1~1~

Deo.r Ben:

I was gltid to get your letter of Novembar 10. I f~ 1
yuite sure that nothing that you have done 10 connection ith the
~ar was "w,~th the sacrifice" you made to 10 it.

I deligcted thdt you ore now fully ~bsarbed .1th
academic "ork. I wish you would cousider tho:! suggestion I made
you, n&msly, that you should discuss for the g~nor~l pUblic in
the ferm of ~ ess~y,llke the on~ of Slgerist's to which r referred
you, the ~ue3tion of the importance of th~ 11terat~e, philo_o~njJ

and nlstory af Ancient Greece to tht:: J1ost-1I'ar ",rill, t 'YI&rc.f ~ Zi ch
e are head1JJg. Our lostitutions 01' learning h; ve been lorgely

wrecked ~ the war. Dodds has a~~o1nt~d a co tee, of hJch
Gauss is chairmen, to consider the prableu& f the post- ar
academic Norld. We shall get no le~dersti , in ~ op1r~on,

from UJ:y of the college or univer;;sity e:lds, ","'10 _&ve lo£t tht:ir
own heads ..uld. W.W "instead of sthn inO,lo on tt..e brl ge as a St:8.

capt~1n does during a storm ~V9 g ne haywire~, to quote tte
worda of one of the important foundation officlcls in New York
City. Sigerl~t is th~ only m~ who, as fer as his utt~r~,cQs

go, se~ms to me to raall~a the chaos which - for the most rart
unnecessarily - choracterlzes our 1nstitutlon~ of learni • ~ley

are go~ to hav to be rebu12t df~PA,,~~~8r just as Hamburg
i£ going to be rebuilt. Who aT ... ttrtfruYt!tnttcts bo are now
plaLning, 45 the Br tlsh architects are pls~~loC xhe rebu1ldlo~

of Lonoon?

I ~ glad thut you are ~lready looking fOTward
to next =ummer's vacation. Yeu need a rest physically hDd
menta ly. I hope that lOur mother's condition ~ll1 have ~c 1 ~

improved that you r,ill be able to open Th. nemlocks.

I wender how
fr.", her 10 SOlD" time.

s. Kirkland is. We have not heard

Anr4a Juin... me in lov'3 to j I"..U, B~ t <;.y, t:.nil th OC\. •

Ever <if \Jctloru:l.t~ly,

PrOre5s~r Be Jom~ D. aurltt
The Institute for Advanced St
Prin ...etorl J New Jersey

AF:~

A. J

/

Records of the Office of the Director / Faculty Files / Box 21 / Correspondence (chiefly between B. D. Meritt and A. Flexner) 
From the Shelby White and Leon Levy Archives Center, Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, NJ, USA



I 1"4:5

,.

our '1 t r r

r. Pl. n.r
•

• fl, .,rk

r r. • r:

-0- ".
1 .I~

.1 • c !":-t=
• I • •
0' r .. . -• . J

1 .

- 1
tIL

\l

r

• t·
:t

ur (;,01 11
•··or t 1

•

" H,

• •

I t

Records of the Office of the Director / Faculty Files / Box 21 / Correspondence (chiefly between B. D. Meritt and A. Flexner) 
From the Shelby White and Leon Levy Archives Center, Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, NJ, USA



~I

Abra.tw. Flemer
522 Fifth ....venue
N.w York-1B, N.Y.

NOTember B, 194;5

Dear Ben:

I was very haopy Indeed to receIve thl. mornIng a
cory of the most recent numb~r ot Heeperla. I wonder what
18 the explanation for the delay 1n 1ts publicat1on, tor I
note that it covera only the period or JulI ~Dd September,
1942. WhBtever the reason, 1 happy that you ere once more
back 1n Princeton, an4 ~ hope that you CpTS .e~ered all co~­

nection. wIth the Ottlce at StrategIc ServIces and Food Ad­
m1nletratlon.

The best at all the dlaeusslon. on hIgher edueatlon
and war 1e a paper by pror~8Ror 81gerlet or the Johne Hopkin.
MedIcal School entItled War and Culture, Nowhere el.e have I
found 80 8at1eractory a etataaent .e Blger18ts', respecting
the 1mportance ot keeping allve and even furtb.r deTelo~lng

CUltural studies during the war, becauee they are going to
PAve a tough tIme In eompetltlon wIth oure and applled sclanee
1n the poet-war period. You are 8arked out a8 the leader, a&
Gl1man wa. In hls tIme, at thoaa who bell.ve In the Yltallty
and Importanca ot elassleel atudle•. In the mldat ot the
blars ot trumpets and the exploalon. at gun. I should lIke to
aee en utterance tram you as good In Ita fleld as 81gerls~s.

It you do not poeeees a copy of this paper, write 81ger1et,
and I am oure he wIll bo haPP7 to .end It to 70U

I am sorry that a bad cold, frem the last Y••tlge.
at whIch I am not yet rId, lntertered wlth m7 going to PrInce­
ton with Anne, .. we had plsnned. I .hall have to eolia down
for a counls of daY8 when I once aore feel entirely well, and
I should hope Yery much to see you and Eli~Abetb then.

WIth all ,ood wlshe.,

Ever .1neerely.

A. 1".

Professor BenJa~1n D. Merit
The Institute tor Advaneei 8 u 7
Frinoetou New Jerner

AF:E8B

•
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AbIlAHAW fLllNU
1)0 'Ul' .1-.u PllU

"'._ '0Il1l: an'

II ..

L.D'" ... :

I r 41." 'Wltrl t:h~ KI "'l' ~p !":'ltt:rert .:a.!1d e~t~st sat!.3-
'('Gl''':'-or t ~ revll? .u.r lo~Hjgr 'liCH AttIca. 'l'n""re

.... -r '''1 t •.", r,-'f <? .. ll<t h, c the -1'07' t 1~t .. rtl lit)'
I~ 1: 1",,1 C' 'ldlu st ... t ...m"'nt f~' COC! e"ent

i - lC'" (h· a .d +h~1r .,. ....1~n t";c nd \.'u_tur t1
·,u,

o. r
r~f\nce_

• •
. U "P.

Trpf'
r-

., .. 11 l

I~ 1 ~ere to revl~w eGre or'~ review, I ~h· uld r-o~~t

~n t e ·,I>r: 't ~r"r~ paE't ... , 1 .1Stlft;s the
:::t". r'E>:r.::.("t" ... n CJ.:llfrea·p 0 tn- futl1r~. It i"i

to 5P.\-, IJ ~) (-('t, to b in Pr1 lceton nf' t r.;o" ~ or ....e:1t
"G:-e ...t)r c n""!o~. "ey.-eet" not to t>e t.he first. he

se" or II !.,,;ur.e". Atr: I rl~ht or wronR;?

I~dlrect1y this r~vl~~ Oeftr5 out he pol~~ that
I ;'.8ve lcd:ored to make ·... it:h 'ou ·nod Lowe. The classical

ilIiies r tin n" the t"er. II' rt of 11bl-'rlll edUf'n 1 ;In. Vdt,\'1
!1 (!n! .. t.a Is thJ-t:' the ..ar 1 I" tlc1:1 on l.; e ·i.snis " ut..ili ty,
.... .1 sciE'nce .. .e ... e 15 2'T3'/e c.. n~er th&.t GreE:k E.nd perh4ps

"1., D:Le~. ::t..:lre thF f ,te of ~:lnsk.r1t, ce.:.l.si:l~ tv he hct1ve
e ent~ 1, e:ener"'l 11bpr3.1 educ.1' Ion nd lE'c "iru;: 0 Jects

.. ''1t re-t 'T.\:;; to p ,·1,)10£''1' n~ nd rr.-t olo~i"b:.. ....h~

-~l rprsons ho ~ n e:u~~d .. p ~ltHd~l r~ per c~s like your 1f,
, e, ~!'ld, "Jnd c.+. ers .~ :~U \<'Otf b~t~(J h n I. for

• i~ re on I be~~u~~~ i~lt 1~~ that i~frln~es u~on ~our

tl ~ in I"..,erp.y. TI., ..... JI e SCJ1'eS und scores of oth,:ors
h~ n 5er~e In W~C. 11~ton. There are merE hanaful ~ho

e, erve 1n Prl~ce"~n, :am~rl~~e, and other Cll tural centers.

Ev~r affEctIonately,

ofes!or E~Jamjn D. Werltt
hp InstItute for Advanr.eu 0"~Jy

~l~cetar., new J r~ey

F:F'"
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O~loo r 1 , 1941

Dear •. nunarl

n.
ttln to

t. I

" rrea h~ ln t a
1 ..rn t t yo

rounc\ to ."
th!lt 70U ,.
&noth,. 1"••
a!\4 f.le ~.s

'lour let
rr&::cta •
II " '1m'" I"

fa:""
you a 11na rr

G eelt. Dr. M01l • "0 tnt: to
'h. Il1a or ~·r (Bonk XI, 1'~e 1)1

Aa you , th~ra 1a not oh dou t abe-ut ~h. a-
1 tlon or a. partleul "ma. J".t t
at ttl atanl! rd tr 1I1"U ,I tUJ'. d t
Loeb Lib.. ..nd I' a Oh T 1.. to tln4 ~ .
ran.e,.. &a to110"s, • Fa. " 1 ach 1a or t,a loh or

·1oth n." la doaa not ea 0 a 111t o'err
a 11 .ntar,r at.to ant, b~t I tln' t t "I.. • la
a 800d "'"0 10 rd tor' al0 • • It 1 Ye" to
t"&nalat. thia lin. I. .4 Y 14 h. ~h 'ya
he e nl. f ·~or a QOctcr 18 of T 'ue 1

other ",e••

I a r t."..t Dr. P,. rol. 10l\l
4~ e 10 10bat t. h~e .• t. n m your n 'l1 nl. Ith
tho•• or Llttr and Fa.t ,,,.a on 0 ~ Poa not he t
de!T ut ~~ none t~o le a alaI to nat tIpl.

Iu. , 1r: b~ n-II to 101 ,,_

,
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ABI.\H"M PLEXNZI

PKIHO:Tl>"'ol. !'tEW J.u-.::r

Clt:
1, 1~40

L l ... bean en u +, 0 .,pc.-:u he.

'" r 0" " , ,... c-,:--_cfl0 " ..' t\l!j1tion£

,
> r' il,i I" I '.1 as Ill< t l.:. l rt n ... 10116 to S

- Jct no , , l~ .. , I as t ee you d F.J.i_bbeLh

nth . t <. . -
'In r • .. ·rJ_1fj onl 1'l. , I a$ fir rvint; t-bD ,lute

L D 'e, cr.d ~r it 1 note is bt11ng Yin13I>er.. to you nth

.-y u 14..n ro .1.. c c. t"" i·~ EJ.cbel .. r - ut. .. W1't. t. 11

un thlti tre- t

I, I i .. tL _~ wrtil. I t' "

• ...............l.U • r ru.l t: il.£ • ~CXl " t t.., '1.. ,

..J. ~ •• tu lTlJl ton wlJ< until I • 1 .t b the

--,-i!.:8,

~i 10< t. ~ EJ.l~t.bet tJ.~ t our ulu

.. ri ..It.. ,

(1 .7

!.
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A.ltA"'''''' "'I.IIUl.NIU'
,_ CA.~ "''''0 "TWKn

""~ YDflJt CITY

Februu)- 18, lJoW

T-.• oth.er d..·· roC.,eor Panofek3t, aa representative
0'" tt.e Inl!!tit\l~ F'.cult.y, roucLt _ II. t._uti~ul .01 -.Lieli
r.ad once e.iongoci to .'re.ident Gilman and .weh the Joma liop­
Line Trustees w.d C1v(;to our group t"ul.t it .m.1.tht belong to
1M - "Tr... rirst. Director fros the firat 'aeul ty". *'oDe or
you can fatr.olll the del-'t:~ '!..o ...hie). 1 am stirred k;y 8
touc!dng and bea.ut1!'ul aet. To President Oil.man I owe
1IOrt. Lan AnTone- "at ...,aal.· can ever know; to .,ou and your
eolleaa:ue ... , 8l! .,1.1 as tv the Faunee:f'!1 0'" L.r Institute, 1
Oftl: H,e opportunity to 1!69 Ii drtMUI roallz:ed. And you ce
one 0" t OM Wi:O :lavt; l,elpea to aeh.1.ev& 5 uUracle. Ieed
I, ran l, e.~ 80re '''e;,u aruat la8dine rOT 70 eelr tue deer
pl-.sure wtolel] t.;~ rem8lll ("&[lee glve.a Gl8 IUld the araUtu:ie
I ..~~ to tr.osu .0 Ave taken ..; dreaai, Dc,;_ .. realitj",
int 0 tt.ei:" k..e iJ.1.nC •

INer sincerely r

Professor Se.njaain D....1tt
~::t tUe P.oeu:t
Princetoo, ~ Jeree"J
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.I.UlCllT.... l'. o;~w JUUY

'e~Ja.-y 16, ~940

~ear Prof. ~eri~t,

You It J.. r....: g:'!--d to -.no,," thb.t tte fl:.cl;lty
:sift Dr. ?lexner U8.S t.en p1"el::iented or. au" bebaJ.f
o~ ?rof. l:t1lO:.sk:t, ...no l"'I"porle·ha "Dr. FJ..exner
_65 deeply lIOved WlU reelved tee gift _It.h a jo
Abicn ~~ n~t rai~ tu iapr8bA .8. ~~ .~s &0 ple.~~

with toe ..orlt..Juan ~ip 01' tn. lea-the;: ea.:se that he
Ilsked for the 138"" (If the lady ..bo -...0.411 it. for U6
in or<1E1r to ~unQ. htiT 6. special note or apiJr'ec1kliou.
1 ttiel that H~ have t.u.en ...17 aprropr1cl,t,e step
..00 could not hlJ..... cnol!f!n • acre ~uit.&bl6 i;i..Ct."

TaB 009;" ••u.,:b .d lIHllac eli .&8 liueo. _ tb
fioe veUua and ene_oeed in A box of 'brown lea'tJJer
emboe~ed' .ala _ita the e.. of he Inetitute.
A.tter pa.y1ng all. ex ",r\ties, w. have a o.J.ance of ~7

"'bleh, uni0156 you clJject, .u.... be turned o\"O'r te
'Ir. Aydelotte at> 6. ..:ontribut1on tow:..rd th~ expenses
or .Illl.;a:lnetl for t};ID 001000 RoOD.

~1ne.rely yours,

~/~-
Edward MeaQ Kar~e
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15:> ~.a£t. 7:.r.d ::1. 'e~t

::e\ Yet.. Y

,Tlltlllur;: '::'7, 1 4J

:)ear 3el.:

1 l"~ceiv\;u ie~ l:::rli&..) the 11:u t Ii U of3r 01'
"H&e.~r.i.li.u, c. fil::' .... ~lrt&.dy eXs.lr.irJ·"'! i ... ith
urc~t ~hter~tit" r CkJJ n0t. b~~ thLt it b.1Y
re .. ~ <:ct ~ t i6 1r.J ~riuJ. iJI b..pPt::t1l'~lIce to the
.. lI)_icb.tion "':I II if-I t;U frot1 Vh:Il:,l.. I hOfCl
" •• fit 01£ .11 ... :;~. to .j~ J1U11.<ler l(.i Aydelot.t.e ann
e:t[1eln 0 hir. .th~ tlrt l..hpt it r1eayf. in IUffuljj.e;

nf.::n:1atior. r~~Lrl til; ex.cavatlon )1" hI.: A.... o!"tJ.

r:·ivt?' 1.: ., b,rrret 1.. r~t: t.it,_ [, U eVt:: 1 JOllY 1n
Jo:Jr ..Llt.t ..u: .)u;l· .... ' Sf> \'e..Ll fJ.~ 1.<. .',llZH..Jeth alid
:,.}.-;. c: •• l1;,o,; t '" \.r~ lmt"slneo st.l1c't:lre flcrOlb
:h~ \';~~.

'?l·CJfcE.5Ur
I.,:..... i tu 4.:

L 1.... ri'"t
f ~ ~1~h c~i ~tudy

":lI1C~tOI , 11 •.T.
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i ~ ask in thto fir t j1& e for _

t.e ,.:Joer' the or"!eia.l lett.r

rl~~ it, a ~tlpr

t t ~11-ct • 1 lll8 ::1

ri indefinitel I~ tor
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" - I will it

:- .1.1 }:I latrn- bout \) ll" plans.

T r. 'l'er
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PreC ~ or 8enje.a.i.n L. ~ritt

-, Alexander $tre t
Prln~otO'CJ I' Jersey
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litE lH'l l-()~ ,\UvAN ~l :.ll..'HY

Deoe.~er ~~, 1237

teur Lon:

Con",:rell" of' I"'roek I\nJ Lat1n Epi ... raphy. I ce=-t.&lnl

tH'::k t~Ult )·ol.l:.h .11 attend. It is 0, h1-h ccapl1-

mont thdt :J u al" t " OD~ ,..aerloIlD lm>tted - ~'Jt

perhaps !.r,bor-t r. ... "c:w otJ-.er ~r4ltl.t AU hod':.! s

are o'ltall;{ well {nstl:-nng. l.ow don't li!;et your

ivcr a1ncerely,

Frote.sor ~onj~n Ueritt
69 .\l~ander Streut
Princeton. lin Jen"y
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CO:oJ" for Pro~cUo:- .lI;.er1tt
[ -

teoemb r 16, 1937

1 00:.. yo-..rr letter of Deoember 11 ~n.d I lftLut to than}" you tor

U-1nr nth Morey and lier:! Id.

Iwcodlo.tely after thll Qu-istma. holidaya a,.e OV13r I should 11ke

t::l have a :::oDTer.atlon .1th YOIl. er£reld,' ritt.. Lo.... ~u: Gold.&n .. n..1

perhapa Yot'8)". 1n order to olarity our policy in the tee ot Grant, in the

b\D1l~~sth 1'1..14. It l- t' beoome q'llte eTldent to me that the cO!ldtt:1oc.:a: in

haTe to dtr<31d. on .. long-r5nge pol1ay rather than on .. yeit.r-to-ye.r paU..,y,

a rl1r. furth r adTanoed thar. the younc hu::aanhtar (2) the poulbt. opetda-.

ter men tral:l~ by "oU7"Selt. fer:re1d &nd Mel"itt ArO ert l1a1ted U ocapa.red

to the 'Ret a~.b.r ot' openl:l{:l'I "vlIlianh for )'o\ln, -.thematio;;'&mI. I thl"f}\r

th1a mea.na - tho'..1Ch I .. opeQ to OO:TeotlOll - that ... aha 1 ha",e to -'0

t.wer Sra.nt. and 1)., prep&red to oontinue _ fer .. longer _rlod. 1. will

t alao _~ that we a.t saleat our ..11 nt;h .-nD &NJatel' oare t'han has r;:ot

1 lciod. a.ru abundant.

Pr .or Pa11Ot.k;y
ll~ rro&;ect h..nue
i. ~ ::. llew .. .,n81

fLEX
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rch :51. 1937

Dear len:

I I!LftI send1 ng ;you a cop" of &1en er' •

l.tter to Mr. kaa•• e~bod71D& t~e re.ult. of the

•••t1nc of the Co~ltt.e held on 7rldRy last. Tou

w111 ••• that on the basb or the•• 1l1nut•• TOU oan

Co ahead ao fa.t .s Woodbridge can WlOye.

Won l L YOll please r turn U h lett.er

for ~ fil eel

Sinclrely your.,

Profe••or BenjaDdn D. Meritt
69 Ale~dlr Street
Prlnce':.On, Jr. J

.IJ': SSB

• •
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V

SCIIOOI OF IIU:l-IANISTIC. TUmES

ftl~ ire HF:kZ"tlfJ.l.oWE, Ml!kITT. a.,d
P"."UFSKV

Till. ~hltUl of Ilum:tnl rio Studit: "'~ 5t3rtW 10

()ctobc:r, 1915 In tht; ah nce of Proie~r Me-rilt,
who Inlun-d at Oxford and subsequcntl), !iJl(nl ")Oint:

'Atd, , In Aillen!>. the 13"~ of bcginnlfll; (fOil to Pw...
f('~!'or Paon( kyo He HICCftded without difficult) In

c'~lilhlishin~ the "arne kind of cOOpc:ratin Tt'httion·
:-hip with lhe Princeton I Jniv~r!>ity Dep:trtmtnt Ilf

;\rt :mrl Arth:'lf'o!0f!v "Iii kid httn prc\ ioust)" (':.fah­
h~lt·t1 bcf\l,M:1l thr matht'l'latt~iansof the UnlHr... ll)
:lnd the 1m-mutt'. Durmg the yc::u 191)+1916 he­
wndu,trd a :.t>minar on tht' work of Mich::J.d \n~(,)o

'" itlt thr participation of fin advanced !'tudt:nt.~; III

1936-1937 he hOptS10 complete his \\-"'ark on Diller',
."le/anchoIJd and to continue his invcsrig:llions in the
field of lau" tnt'diaeval anrl RenaiS.'>3nc~ jC"ono,:;raph)
~nd will 3JZ:ain condult a ~mjrl3r.

During the year Doctor Weltuuann brought 10
)'rin«:ton approximatdy rwenty-five hundred fK'W

phouJGraph.. {rom :1oun[ Athos, a 0l2.SS of matt>nal
which throw .. enure'l) new light lXl the devdop~nt
of BrLantine an and will be: utilize:J b)' the Prinl.'t"ton
woup of ar -hi ..tori:ln.!i :md archafOlogists.

The 5taff has btcn cnlarged b}' tilt addition of Pro-

,
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12 'illF I~~TI"'VTE "OR Af)V Net-.n ';TL'DY

f~ :t-..)f Low(" .,IOJ l'f('lf r Hf'r;fdd. Ina.smm:h a...
Pwfe. ')()f::» Lowt'. lujtt, anJ Hc:rzfdd .1ft' .lbrood
prlJ..rl·utLn~ theIr rc.:;carch 3- ~hi buHt:ftn to
pr('<;o;., It b Imp(l ihlc: at (hi. time- to male any 'In­

nnuncement about their plam for thf" ('ommg year.

1'1

API'LlCATlO 5 At D !·EES

I'PL1CATlO," ior :ldm" Ion ollid ht' ;tddft'~
to the.: Itl titllt.- tor \u\3ncrd Study, Prinu'tDn, Nt'W

J(,f'oCy.

The I1lI'mblnlllp f~e is $100,00 I>f:r ;umUffi.
•

The Tru·trts hJ.\·c ~t idc a .urn which can br
u~\l <IS tipc::nd fa pc=rsolU or dl.::»tinC't abilit) and
proml!'of' "hu n quire a lunited amount of firumc131
... id.

i
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THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY

• ~ • If .. ...... ••• I,U, ...u .. • tI'_.
t....

..... 10....

, ..C........

••

• ••."
_ ..... n.n.,lJ........ 1& .

"I;1",(na~, )0'" JaaalY

JanU8I7 28, 1937

. ....-.
.,' .... nu.",-_ ..
J u'a_ ...
,....... --........,. .. --...
• •.. tr.......~_

..........,,, ...IoU•

• '.ruuo .. IUVl.a.
• _ ..ca, .
_OUR .
.......... "'................
I.WIO III. _ua

.Ut ••,rut
.--..­
.....nu: ..,u

Dbar Profe••or Weritt:

I UI le.ntilur; you herewith the statement

reprdlng the Scbool ot Huma.n.hUe St.udt•• Lha t appear ..d

in Bulletin Eo. 6 of lh Institute, i ••ued in ••bruar,r

1936. •• are now en.ga&ed in preparing Duhtin No. 6

which .111 be publhhe1 1n l'abruaJT 1S3? .111 you be

good enou«h to send me a brief lS ta".."nt regardln« the

work you propoa. to do tn thp year, 1937-1938, which I

~ include in the forthcol1ing BulleUn!

Prot•••or BenJastn D. Meritt
69 Alexander Str••t
Princeton. Ie. Jers..,

£1:1311
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Ii'! A EXANDl:ll STRlt:t1

pil:I~<':l!rON 'i!:W JERsr\

.. o.nua17 9, 1 37.

Lear Lr. Fl er,

1J01ml made a aplendld ll1lI'reaalon Wh n M

lectured here, and 1 vo hopea t e w1U 081". t'UI

of e%' ~. nnt:a. _i.e pros8'\ce" wtth. ade-t.6e1'"7 'Jeer" WO"u.d

real ., Cl"8&te an ideal cO"lb1natloa no to be _tohed ....

00 tk l>J.da t the At tic. Un t e 1I18t1t"t.. and r1nceton

to wauld be e g::'Oup C~ ~,hola. ca!'&l>le at o1nw a. theroulf:.l7

decent job at claaolcol ot~d1....

About lowra'e otter! hll 0 aent a m orandum to

8tuart, and I enuloa£ .. copy ot it fo" yt>u. 8tuart

h... p1"JIIl1aed _ (a.) tb&t lJodda wtU not write to 1301.......

aa.7 thAt 1 1a t.r.x>..lble t t1Dd the extra t or eo

w1tb=t 111. (Stuart 'a) tell1ng _ ao t1rat, lI.Dd (b) tbt be

w111 u. JIt7 ta1Dd 1>7 10tt1ns kn a.t ""'_ tiM 1t Dcdda

reaehea & t ••orable deciaion.

'hat ..."r llapp _ t pre...""t to<! • trOll

......lt1ng to Bovra tha.t ha C&D't 1e e •

~incee17 ~ou.n.

E. lJ. &rut
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Del&.r Ben.:

:1::1 "A~'A' :II .. taT

PI. NCl!TOr~ NtW}I'IUItT

October 1, 19~6

Thank you tor your kiDod letter I

1 WUl~. I wtab could include the "'ole of it

in 1IC1 report to the BOIlrd, but that 'WOuld uk

the Cbt of it.

W1 th all p;ood wi,he_,
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." " va. our >roy .. f"r.,"'r,t 0' t ceace . H h ,",1 r: o·d

C? trlb"", ~ ~ GO- .'n - JR.t ,.., to tf.P ~ • .A -: Ill" I ft~J.r; ... &.."1£1:: II _t

0'" ntlen nf A..... r~t·""'

until ~~ur ~elirp-

tal! II.st.\ tu e (.; r:t.r'b

bt"ec. c, t-Hltitno .i1' eont.L \1tLs ~ tnnr.e c, .
.
'.

t

, ar. 11 I4. t.ecoll1 a ":.i.., L. 0.• l1r ;,nl1:o

or l,. _ or PPt)~ t nt :: '.Cn[;¥li b:r JlIUt.u:-.l c( :lCT • ;·ou w11.. re irr: at

T nf:\ Ilcnl Ill" :/........ 'l c millets apt of t:h~ BullClt1l1!1 o! the Inntit.u:.r.

T t.l. wi Ob :-YP. that wr. .'.rr. e d""Trrlnr;: ~o ...'U.1.t1v I.e the (:loseat rrlBl.lon&

r-#" Pi •.. ton Un!Ylr, it.)' 80 th':Lt '}lch !3cll1t1es (UI lh"

6 1tu' e C(p'\-" J\: 1 r;" I: ;'lci'lt.1e n.G Pr-t ceton U"Il","nlLj~· ~OG: S
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or ' 1 ~ l.

: a: 0 Tf't .mer t

U C' L • of "3" f'

a : : u. tl ('

~ c ,,0 1_ t. or •~.

• 1v

I .uW -51. '-Iii '!.At _:,1.1:

.~ot c t.c.. U".nt . I ,. n.· p.·~c L
, t T1;fr ,.

• ~M.ry • rv.e • i .f :;"'1,;...."'5 oe not

ACe,., '0 t. 'e cOl"ael1l1 .•~e of

0 0. . .:b 1\ 1 n'. " t .. 1 ".nl .. t):vo •

1: .l 'xl ac-t !lie:;e - .."OU w111 b ahrOM

.1 t o~:! r s t o ON. a.-: b.' r ... At

.ll

l' P:- te.~or Cap'" I. ~a .. :

• ,j~ n~. tile J:::.I.Jor

in tr. cnur e of {ci, he. te U.n.t.

b t \h~. I le v e t!.r ;- to -our dJ Beretto

It v be tl~t tn ~it1 18 lettrr I nv oalt enoe point of'

r fully ~)e- &P. U:.e bulle ins. y ...ur

WJ. e~t.abll. ..~·ment of no S-;nool o~ P.w .n s'le St.u41.en "r. t:le l=~ hte;h le:vel us

u. Sehoo 0: ll. t,lC • wi. 'en ~ t}un fnr oper t d in co~J~nctton with the

IT.Dnloualy.

V ry s\ncern11 youru.

:"ro!"uo" 3enJAI :l D. 1£ :-1 t
... ol't.:l-rlD J. P]8.C~

Rol ,d P~r~·. Bal.uor ~rj nnd

~L ..
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THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY

t.o&.l. -...U .... ,"u" ....JOO-,~Il If... J....1'

April 6, lP3fi

•-'" ......
,. ••aO'•••...."".. ......,, , __u

.... '0 ......' •

1 _u.''''
." .

I • ,•• t ......"..-J rt,.". _.
r, ..

.. " ....
U" d. I •••"

,.... n l .~ ."..... ..us, u. " Mft_.......-._.­
U1I'.~

.......UOIlU...

nUll n,U"UllOftt

Ie .." ..~ ... oUI

I"HIlL_"

~."•• MV~
, .......... uu..-..
'''_Of If. III ......,,"" .............................
..-cT. _ •

w uu..
u .--

..... " ..nu..
....".uo •
MU .WI: , ......

L"..r Ben:

Returning t~ town I tind your letter ot Karch Slat, "hloh ! ull

The JIll h-.t1ciana bave an outl.t. for their publ1oatloDa in the

~h. lnatltute tor Advanoed StUdy. Tlda, I .uppoae, 1, the equiYalent ot yOlw

pljblia'tlnr piper. in the AlMriean Journal ot Philology and Heeperb.. The

'i1Jutlon of • aub.,..ntioD for. boo\. hal not ,et arhen, 1LIld., in.y judr;llellt,

.. s not worth taUnt; up until the boor: 1e born. I .hould Iuppose - tholJ&h t

~annot. of OOurlft. cODll.1t tre Boam - that DO dl.rtio\llty would be enoountered !n

.n~erwTiti~ • publication of this sort, either bJ your••lf or in oollaboration

with t:~ UniTersity of Cino1r.oati or sane other Institutiou.

or course, it would be eaae:ltial tor you to retain your com:eotion

with the i!J':ora work, and 1 doni t suppos. there h .n~· doubt - thoQ~h, op.1n, 1

C.rulOt cCUlldt the Institute - tba tJ:e J.D.atitut. wo ... ld boocae a .upport1~

insti tuUon.

•

Should you. rticelY8 an o.p]:ool1'lblent trca tho Ill.Itltute, your. 1a17

en is ~il.t It ~uld t. palW(luld b.~1n when your Hopk1.t1. 8a1811 at'lp

hI re llar and equal :aonthly In.t.a.l.•.h. J__oh A. the salary .0&1. hu
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.AjU"11 8, )9 6 •. -

beel! hlp-her than tt:.at in TOt: e ir. oth. r iDatitutIo"., tre In.st1t rt. ~. Ul:'t

paId the marll!& expena" ot any or the prot.aoora. The ..ount 1. -.11 a.nd.

the Freo-edent h oue I prefer Dot to .eke.

Th. luet1tut.e 1... uDibor ot the teacher. InB\4....:l.O. and Annulty

...oelation and paYli .ontbl,. 5'( of the frot ..or' ••alary, he p~~ ...1:s11ar

waod.nt.

o.ar..not po.aibl,. atltic1pe.te all continr:enoi.'. and •• baYe _d. a, r.." (eoeral

rule... po"lbl. in order to be able to .-.t apeo1t1o sltu.ticD8 .b1~h

produoti...cholare encounter•
•

lil at \II join 1Jl 10"'. to 10ll And. Elbab.th aDd. the oh11dr811.

ETer .lncer.l~ your'.

Pr~t.ssor Beuj~n D. Yeritt
Tt:. Jobne Hopldne tfJd:ntrd ty
Baltiaore, ~l'"

C,.T .
-;;
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-

lilf I'>; 1 I 11 1'- R ",.uVA,NnJ) STl..'llY

April ". 1935

..r let .. r of lk..rcb 0) t.o '- 71c;:r.fr

1•.;\C Come wu.!Je HP ~! ~~.,lY fro. PrinceLon.

briM 1~ t.o hi. a to t,('nt ion upo~ 1".1. return ne.x t ..eel::.

'II :... ldnl rego.rd.o to 10'.1 and

~l1ZabB\.h. I am

Slncerply yours,

•
~.

Pr~fftssor Be=jnmln ~. Meritt
14 XortLfleli Place

Roland Park
Ba.l. timor • u""\r:;·la.ncl
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_ 31.1_.

• .l.brabaa J'leuaer.

t ..tltut. tor AA.anaed Stu4T.

PriDe.t OIl. W•• 3 ntl7.

Dear 'r. ?leSJMr.

1. the Int,fT.1 thet bp elApee4 .1.aee ", lal' trip \0

Prlae.toa I :Y'e thtJUCbt or .....aN! u~ that I t '0
betore TW'

I ~11 ot COUS••~...o h. lip th. "ric JO'IU'lJILl t:It

PbllalOl7 U 1 a'I...e ..., tr~ the Hopel_, but I 1'881 e rrt 4 "tbat

_11 aM1cl•• ~tah I wrl.ta tna ts.- to U .. e&n 'be ~'Id t.

or pertLat- tn C~,,1_1 ?tI1lnl at Ch1CMO. ft. actual lleeUoa

o-r .. at.-la1 f'rQla t~ .. .-tll H Nd toJ" t. ..,.rt.a. lID tbe

1 r- .~.. t _ out ,t 1 90 t aOllllbow •

b. p.rorla.d tor - aM 1 .aa4err "...t our pla:Da 11 -. tor Ude tJ'PI

or .bU.oattoa. In ~Ot1t t~ or th.... 7' Itt.....A:I

(..ttl 4:11ell"" cd ClaclnMU) • , ol~ wo11t n the A,th_l.a

'!'n'k;;ta l.bt_, ..... vnl... tbe 4_.-n. _. thu. will • other

be to toU.. t I allall t to _. prilltod. 11 til.. llo

prcwbtoa tar lhi. tJPl! fd pubUcatt_ 1. • .,..pa'san_

ot the ~.tlc !)1...181on in the lutl t.'
~'b.. ".Je.-tt t curNi to _ 1IIv01 • .,.

"1IItlO:1. wit 4: ... DI1rt ten JWen. at &117 ....

b.tadl 1 lUi" oj in.I' 1 ell1 b_l ....-- 1 817 t

.. ",,1 _ wIt Apra 1. I • 1

odU....p of all t_ II \II _ ..... _ ...sa ta,
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Dr. FlORer _ 2

•It

,,__ with

f4 \ .•• .a.co .tatt. 9Cu1d..., W'1U _. 1 oeJm,ot ant; t 1."

drop a ole.....ce:latlOA with t • SClbDol .., .t~. for .l.tbou t.

the aO\U"ee or n .• .,.t InteN.U. '.rial. • I b .... :v

e"nn.eUOIl ..Uh .a.tbeatl prher1.1y au • of .... rtlhlp In tbe

...."&!~. C~tt.. c:r tbe SehGal as a tatt•• cd .. at •

• n porttao:- iUttttJtt0a8. I han "' rep .entatt... trota I"Oe.. u4

Prhc,.toJl.. aDd ch~. and NJIII' t \1•• t,.. t1:.. lJIidu.

1 t that I 1Ih'7ll14 ha'f'e to) rea Ir _hnh1n it I ~TO np hi.

COlin. tloa wt~& WO"':"OQrtin& iD.UluU".. II be that tb. ~ZC

C<*I:ltt.. wal" DOt KCapt the r.-1CD&tlft. Rt it W'D.14 • to _

an1,. tall" to .-ke thti ~tUl'.. 'l'bt......14 IlOt It. uec......., it t

I Utut• ...,... "'p$)Oi'"ll 1..U 1_. bat -.:b rahlp coeta

260 • 'lear. I'l:nlld 1u 1 aUtut. 1:0 t t tu 'to 'M11l al• ..,. e-l)M. 11on.

.5th A .. 1f' 1t al'G'014 Hooc.ll l!lIHe."" If 1twrra _roe .. 0 ..,

1 • t t ttl .t4I> .., _ 0 rilleU"" all a he

l ..Un tOA ~ rep.rea n.t ltJ Ia ....-rtt. t at c..t...

(wi 1> 7 halp ud Yloa)...,.... a_U witb tho 1 b to

• MlntalMll.

t • ., tor at ,"" ......' I at to f'or Info t1_

oDl1'. 1Ie• ..a e_ ~t. or aalu7 t u.. lutltnt. are arraz:ap4,

ud 10 __rU~ _ta, .... 1 abo dlt obatbar 1M l ..Utulo

beuw e expeDN of our .,..-tD'. t. Pr1 t _, .. Bopkt_ .14 t1 I W'rY'ed.

N -. __ baa ott.r'" t. .. ... hh tall. _, 1_

tll~.r..ted. alao to OM ot e.r 'tIot. »o.e t ., 1M' Ita' .. ••

10 t_ d a tl 'I 11_ &

\IJll.. a -X •.

all tt_ ''If tDt. t, of 0.,..•. tNt ..

PlOCpMt. t • t. \be t. ltlrte.
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:or. rt ftD!'r - S

1.:1 .~.t "l1lU". to 1'70 ... to . n.-J'.
PI... &1.... rq b.t ..,U~. also tD
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~~ ~ 01"'_
" ..

"...u" ..''' ' ,.....
..... ~ -

1, ,........
.I ...-u., r,.....·"

1111' .

, I~•.1".....

........ 'U:"',-
lJ...... ,.' ••• h.MU.

...'£; r Ben:

THE INSTITUTE FOil ADVANCED STUDY

...",.nol'l, }oil"" JIUIY

' ...... _ ..."" n n'IlnJQII .... J......

. ebrue.ry 21, 1935

""Il'-l'
,...." •.-..n•._.....­
.IUtUC"_
_ "_ .I,.U....

nLUlU""""""
JUII'" ,.,_...ou
.I'l.".o'_"
4L4."" L""II."""......"ll •. .......-.-,
1l&UU~H, ........

nauru I &,Yo'"
....._ w.•n ......'
"'Il'T I n",,,"
Ol"'_ "aut<.... , .
Uri ,. u

UlVll cn
',U.,. 'lU:I" 'VU1

1 ha.-ro ha.d tno eonfOl'encos with Pre8~dant Dodds sinoe you ",ere

here t:1El other d~. and I huvu ~ &lTfll ~e,l, ..e I premised, to have a con/eronoa

w,th 0!'18 of our own peorle on l!onrle.y n"xt in New York. 1 fUI1 not 8'trO whetller

1 1;];.11 be able to roturn to Fr1raeotol1 ;..ond-.y evenl!l.f,' or Tueada.y wenin.... for

I h!l'"o 80me othftT _ttOl'. th. t I Qu:>t wipe otf the slate ~hile I am in em York.

I $hnll l~Te also to soe President Dodds arain after roc~ruin· to Princeton

.ooday or TU~8dl\Y. !t may bf). t'lr're:"ol"e, that an o..oidltiona.l day nIl 1It1apso

afore 1 can -ive you the rtef1nlto Infonaatlon upon ,~ioh you are wal~lng, but

it $eGUI to me that the di ·~ference of a da;y or tlIO clumot possibly be of the

511r;htest iJIlrortance to President J-i\ltollina. LIattera ot suoh 1I.oo.ent cannot be

hustled, I1nd 1 thlnr he ou··ht to r,ive you ~ll the time you need in order that

you ~.Y arrive ~t a rl cls1on~1~ Milch you and Ellt~beth will be ~t1r~ly aatisft~J.

In any evont, I shall lose no timo in oaa.unlcatinr, with you.

GiT. our love to Elizabeth, aDd beliove mo

!-Tor aiDeare1y,

1.n lIeri tt
1aoo

Prote••or Bon~

314 orthf'l Id
"'1!U1d Perk
ltl· re, .e.:rJlt.nd

G. T.
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THE INS! ITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY

" .....
.............U"""1I:
~"" _ ....11:...0«

.001 __01

....IIlUa_
,,-.........~ ...
• ",..,UI ••·II:O \..O

.. II I.U" I'U/o.D

_"' ...-0....UlH_. _uo.n".... .....,..,. .. ~...."
•••u~ .. ~o~...._ ....~ ....
1'"POtf. ..-..:. UI
.1tW>1 .......

JUDe 2, 1934

•
~.

'W"

1;Cl .n.

.... .co .....f_T_.
...._ .......0"tT'.-
............ .......Ir.

• '~ .. llA. _. roo

... .... .. ....DV__

Dear Jon:

1_ u 10U ..Ul probab17 b. the plo""or &t tba lake

tbh al8"1lr. I _ dropplnc yoU a 11M to NiT tbat I _ 1r01nc to ba.,.
to IP to rarcpe thb .,...r b the 1.ter.. t ot t1:. Ia,tinte &ad t'M.t

00 mdortw>&tol7 1"&100140 wUl

r-.1:n elOled. I cannot tell 7era. boy re1uctant17 •• have at.. to

tb.le conc11lll1oJl. but, U' I dou't CO thil WtmIer, I should be:re to

&0 duriJl& "at ..tntn. ODd I do ...t tool tbat I o~t to b. &bout

from Princeton tor W27 conlldenble time 4ur1Dg t~ a.nul_Ie 7Mr.

I ba.. DO doTJl>t tIl&t the noh1l1C

penile you a:D4 70ur father-in-law tor our abl.nee.. Wow aDd theJl. if

rot.. or ~ in Weritt
314 I rt 101d PI
1l<>laJl4 1'&l1t
Ia1 isan-. IU71an4

1.....

ber &t1ec 10-.te17..

(1.1

•
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THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY

lro....a ..D •• UloU•• -...ot._ ."...... ~nl' ,,~. ,...1 ..........
+0& EllIS: 42M3 SiiCZ_'

Prino.ton. •. J. V 3

~~2'~
~

.....-.- ..1'_~
_ .coo ..
~ M .

.......... C' ...

._ n. oroo
, "'.,_w~... " '."'~_ ..
.. .......,..r "IOU """
0&&11...,. II u ..
......UlU. D _

..~_'" M .

n-o_...ca" '..
.PC'!". ~ ".
...... ,... WItU>

•.e__ a -....._,-­......... u:__..
T_..... ~ .....
.o-T_

••• ~.........tl...It~

.. •• ...CCtl.onc

LOU 1 __.~.......
•• h' '""~c.~

.......... .........--
Ar1atopbaDl:' hu DOt ~. but it will 0 .... I .be.VII not rnlly

• •
111••" tt, 80 that; yO"l!" ilo-oalled la.- e.o... 1, q'ldte \U1D8OM:8a:ry.

be ••pl.-lel tb1.~ tor 10Vw 1'r'aa bo\:b a penaal CId • achola.rlf' point of '9'1....,

to ~t in 010.. tolloh with Oxford loholan, the Brlt1ah ltuN_..... tt. Bo4le1&1l

depeaa., I

le~ o~ tm. :you are to .~ there. You oan pl"obabl;r nut .. -.11 ... Ter,

1M'xpen.el""17 it you an soiD« to b, there a hll tera. W. had. the hoQs, of'

tta- grMt ,l.aaeial-at Bywater in Norlwa Gt.rd.etw. It ..........11 aDd ta.1rly ,..11

equipped - we l.tt it better equipped than we found it. It 1. t prororl;y of

Proteseor A. J. Sa1th, 'Who 18 • Yellow ot .~alen. 1.t,.w 40 decide to £0

there, I 11111 &1" }'Ou the ..... and .Mn•••• o£ per.Dna 'Who oU -..ke 70'11 further

I

I realq dea't mow lIbat w• ..,.. ,olD&: to clo thJ••~.r. I .. try1.a& to brlac

D er a f'ew people to -.ke ...tart h til thU or 8001_0.," ~ poll 10',

40 thi. be.t Oil thi. ,14 of' t.h.. ,.ter r

Records of the Office of the Director / Faculty Files / Box 21 / Correspondence (chiefly between B. D. Meritt and A. Flexner) 
From the Shelby White and Leon Levy Archives Center, Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, NJ, USA



~.

J.Jme, E1MDOr, and Mr.. Bail.,. 301.n .. 111 at't'eotlnate ~t1~.

Prot.nor Bea.j-.1Jl "rltt
114 ..... tIln.14 Plaoe
l<o1AD4 Perk
Be.ltiJll>... ..,.t..t
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·.vnn.
" ""..~_ _u
lAU.. _ .._

A ..JO" _..--..

............. I'UI"'''
~U.'III_ .........
_ ......"'I"ULD_II ".._".......- .. -.-­
..a ..~ H LC>o.w......
....h'U. 0 UJIIa-..

"'"" 01 .........

""~M.""""_. I . .,.,.......

L..... lot _1;'•

Janna!7 II, 19~

100 EASt 42ND STREET

THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY. .-.

• • ~ ... A' •-
......... u ........

n--.". """*-

tear lJep.r

fro' .

••• "LU' ......v__
·Ulo....~ .. __

a--
.....n. .. ____

T_
.. .. K"'"-<-T_

I .:.ave been noe1w: /\rC' in referf:lnce to tl:e !!O"OktD8 o~t.r.

I "1a"geet t. y 90011d be ~l• "0 :)f...r the place Itt .(l ealnr-J of . ,CX>O

• 1t1:out 2r'lX:!e':.r ..ork, U..oW"h I l:.a.ve no abaolute autbortt7 to "..., 10.

I tb!* 1 w11. make lOde 'or~ of

"re :,pe::.Al! atrocl0 s weathe-r .it1:- .roc. r .....l1 + • t .lr..n~ ter

in-po 1.M gone t", 7lorl1a for" b:-le:! ".8:1" _leanor I

J w::.. &lid t Are Illl fine, an c.ll.1o.J3 in lov p.:.d a!tect' :-.ate :rr ~t1t1€8

to j·O'l. :ID.habetl-•• It d the cU.14reo) •

Ever ainaerely.

t;. :/-.
Profe.ear BEajem1D :. ~erltt

J.;:1 rtcan 3d: 0 o~ "'laae1cal St- lei
.1 t" eu, Greece
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.. 0 .................
_ ••• ~.. • .... 0

.~....._. --'""'"
<-

.. to'.L Il_
T_......... '",...... ......~-u ........1Urr

..-...-
DNLr lent

THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY

tOO EAST .2~D STREET

'."11 ".,)11' N T

•..._IU

.. ft'~

-.. -
0Vl. _

........xl. C-<Ui-........._,~ut

.'UUlUi """_.W/Il.LD

.._ """. ''''''0

.-. H

AU" ~

"--.TN ~ ..
....U'U ... LII__

.. _ .. MUI••

n.-. ........
~. '",AUf

~In... H .. 1l1lO

I read with Tet7 great ioter.lt the letter which 70U 1St me from

Preaident .iJ:e'. and I l-AV. taken it \lOon ZIp_it to w" te h1m url!1~ hi. to :rUl the

pOlt tel:!l9orar1ly nen ,.-.r i1:l otdt.r that you'2AT be a'tle "0 .eep your nrc.1e. to

\!.1chi and urpnc alto that••• yo baTe. fami17 to leak out tor, _ -.ke you

I co':1ld do thu w1th \m;>'uUt~.

~or - • and I were cla.aftJatp at collo e and la"Ye 'been lrlerAa 6yor _,tne ••

ceae !alt. loU w111 be near cap • at. Prlnc.toD, near Pe:o.nl11 ana, ue fill York.

and 1::: eas7 reacb of 1W1"'Tard. Tal e, etc. - not to me tion the new Iu 1tu te for

~~TAnC.d StudT. which 1. going to lilt tbe educational and intellectual world .till

further to the 'Ia.~• Whatever may be Baid for the " •• t - and I have no dcUbt toot

• 10 can 'be aa1d - the lacil1t1••• OVOortlm1Ue8, &C.d 1nc.uc ·ant. o! tt.e caunt1'7

1 aD4 are bound to lie in the kat •

I th1Jll< • 1. qui te r1 t 1n ..,,1~ that tbere 1_ • UeaUt' opporttllllt,.

fhat 1. a

h&At'o"'ar frOID. the dqa of PresideD· ~U

... ~ Wtiat"td. t atmoa'Ohore .+
11 t t •
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I do not know an,ytlllne about t}~e prtllent Dl\l&rj" leal., but I beltev.

'OU el~-O·.ll =Ole!. out tor a lue -.rhlc: .ill tree you who1l7 trom 8'U::18r .on:~ Tou

I; t uae )"O':ll en not. _nly 'for rt:creaUon but fer wide read1l2C in -our own ;1e16

and in contlguoUi tlelda. T~At 18 one dit~erence between the .ebolare ot toda1 aDd

the pr'1'.,.io-l.l Keneration both In this CO".:mtt'7 and abroad. ':'he latter .ere broader

Ie have lOlt ttooe'"t..... i& t!.T011gb Intenl. 8pec1a.lbat1o~, but a good deel

ot it can 'be retained if 'Prorer ·tle 1a n':.&Cle at th.e long vaca"lon.

I aD coat interested to hear about the progr"1 at the work on the Ai~orB.

I beard S'r:.ear down at Prlnl"et,}D h~ otilvr n1 ht gt.e a perrectly 1fondertnl apo.! tiOD

cf __::;.t had. been done. I Bat on tno cOlt unca::J'ortl\ble cn=p .tool 1n t::.. United

!S atel and "AI utterl,. ama.zed to 4'100 that I bad been tittiug there for two hourI.

I .... cap... and our ot:-c-r friende. aDd all aa'keli for n.... ot you &:jQ

111 :.abeth.

I ba., teen apendirl€ he.' Ialt ween t17i%1l:: to round 011.t tll¥ in1tlal

h. ;..a,thecatics. nat 1a ".~' I haYen't t ~ed )"(1'".1 for tee .'TJ attrac+:tve

"01 ~ wblch TOU "eTt;1 good. tt&C' 'h to ee.od

I 'returnsd trom Princeton onl)" la.t night. and. :DOW I th1J:k I have

-7 mathsratice ZI".lOIeu.a 'eeure - !:1:1te1n. W.,l o~ G6ttingen (the ='let II!ID1ne'nt

tbesLaUc!.an 1D. Get'Cll.D.Y), 'able:: and A.lexander of Princeton. I ~e taken
DOt

couneal on all 11d.. , so that I ha.,e!been ..~ed in fayor ot PM.nceton. On the

otber haDd. Princeton hat; men rtla.d.:! to be promoted te the 'Plac•• Ta.cahd b7 Veblen

rill b. e:DO~ue1.T etrer<&"hened bJ' the collaboration ot +:he two rath._tical group"

I eew J ud 'P'lul in ' .._1. .ctoD thh weu, &:ld both fI:[ wo1 aD:d. ..eked
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~ec. 22. 1932

for :::.ewa of you E.lIl the cblldroen.

~r•• 11exner and Eleanor are in fine shape. ~leanor II ha~

2

the time

cf her life at tho ClYic Rep~rtorr r-eatre eoiDg ~~dly h.cun. eat 1J:l,{, • tuff

All of ~ join in ~rec l~~te

Cr.rh 2.1 ~ t:~. .. Tear to you t\DO 11.1labeth and tho children and tloOlie of

'our 8Ju!oc1atel _mID. W8 know.

Sincerely your frle~.

prot...or :a.nj-.in Yer1tt
ber1can Scbool ot Ol.... lc.al S'tuClel
.Ltb.m., Greece
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At toe :"\c~oo(l ITl. ·~c-nfer~JlCe. held in october, 19l~, the officers

·...re "a.~tr.lorif:ed 0 mr,"uTe for ~he con911.erati--,n ,r tt:e nosrd prOIo8i'ions dC$'l-

::"nF ~ltiJ the hwr.anitics. n SincE' lnflt date. l"To:00:'\1s deall¥ with t!1e Drien III

.nstit ... e of the tini7er8it.~ of t:hicLgI) bl'\'Ye beeu favorebly acted on by the 'Soard,

aid tJUI beer: given to the Amcr1cIln Assnc:atinn of r.t.>art.ed SociPti""l, :lnd action

i. hoped for on the part of tte International Education 30ard in reference 0

~ropo8als deali~ wIth the American School of Clu3slcal Studies at Athens and

'I ~eriean Academy in home •

..eanvhile. 11 Jiotol!!. CI)!.fS1'8r:K::8 with individual 6choieTa anti recentl)"

t}-_rou~h n tvo_da~ conf£:r8n::8 at 'rtaBhi~tnn. attf:lMod L) ao:ne tventy huoanists r&-

~re.entative of different auo~~ct8 snd coalag from universiti8e 1n v~rl"us eec_

on! of the country, tbe oific~r8 t.ve endeav~red to form a conc~pt~on of the

g~neral situation r~~poct~u~ humani8~~c atudie6 in lbe Unitp.d St~t~8. rhU8 it 13

belie l'Cd. tha froo the standpo lnt 0: sur JCc t3 aud .Dati tutioDa. e. fairly reliai:'le

picture h&~ been obtained.

Tb~ level of interest. c~thu9i86m Bnd 8cholarsh1r. on th~ P6rt of

, ndlvidual scholer. b hl~h - sa hi; h, perha:ioln, nil 18 t! •• 1"''''el al\}vhere. '!be

~tandarQ9 86t ~ Child, rladlc~. Goodwin, and Glldersl6eve have been in recent

J6&rs maintaired by Ja=tro~. Clay, ~reasted snd their colleapuee, whoae Bound

~g:e831ve 8cholarship is qUltb as well know Bnd recognized abrokd &e at ~ome.

&ft~r graduation _ with the result tMt their t.raining 8 IItbl·Ct'u..1:,.,:l B:'l', to the

loqg rur., th~tr acbolarehlr ~~ffer8. It vo~ld aeem that thli d&m8~ ia, ho~ever,
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0& the pa~t of sehools and eoll~gc.; teachers of Latin, Greek, Ancient Hietory.

etc. are part of the acce~ted macr.iner)· of higher education; you~ QeD. theretor~.

f nd poets, out, 8S we erAl1 aee, with too little incentive or OPTortuLlty beyond.

When. howevpr. i.n dlecuuing the statu. of humnn1et1o atudies in

t~e Cnited Statea, we paal f:o~ the devotion of individual scholara to general

condltinns. n dttferent st..,r;.' lfillat te told. Great scholars at111 o11et; 0011eC811

and universities 8tl11 8Upr~rt chair. aDd department-. BUt, .t~~~ tne day. ot

Preaident Glloan aDd PreBident Harpor. no American university president hal done

for ~nl.tic .tudies vhat has been done for sclence. medicino, ~Dbineerlng. etc.;

nor ha7e the humanistic groupe the.l:lllelv.. vigorously ...erted the 11!%pOrta.nce of

huanhtic atudiu, however strongly individuals IDD)' have proeec·J.ted their reepee­

tive intf::re.t.. In a w;.y. t},h pilel1OlD8DOn lD8y be int6rpre ed as simple rh;hUng

of tbe balaoce; the humanitles had bad the whole field for centuries; latterly

science and the profeuiona nave coco into their own, Dle truth ia cot, bo"ever,

that too much has been done for .eionce and mediciD~: 10 rac • eno~ he. not been

done for either: tQt meanvhile. durin« this period. the humanities baTe be@Q, to

a cortain ~te~. officially overl~oked~ The country baa bean ecl.niiticall)' and

~teriallYI not humanietlcally, minded: and the ~ver.itics have .imply reflected

the dominant force. of the time. takiD«. on tho whole. no broader view then tbe

cenoTal Aoerican colleg~raduated public.

The conebque~c8a arc plain: •• re.pects the statu. of humani •• In

the t1nited State., eminent 9cr.olara are somewhat depro••edj they show the timidity

and IlOdeatJ that charactartl.e Pfo:r.ODa '1M aro not u.cd to havll:lf' or e.rroct inc l!N.Ch;

they do what th~ e~D as Indlvidual•••ith little. often no. clerical h~lp: but

c~Ttaln ·ho·~b they ar~ of the lmlortance of the intere.t thel r~preee~t, th~y hQ-e

developed ovarda ~h~ out.id world. aDd indeed ~ovar~ o~her ••peet. or u~7~r.lty

activit)', something like an .. nfcriorit)' cOZllpla~
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~i. psychologlcal .ituation baa alrObd~ h$d a distinct effect. In

certaln neld, there are DO recruits; .r•• troy', pror...onhip at F.nna~lvania.

Clay's at Tale. tr.e chain of ::D.oomtleld and Haupt at John. EopkilW, and other.

wh ch are likely to be vacar.t in toll. neer future, cannot be filled at all with

Aoeriean Bcholar.. While the volume of production t. aa1d to be lare. and much

ot it of the highest quality, the humanistic career do•• not attract men aa it

attracted :.hen a generation ago. .iUaineee and law exert a atr"Dl" plll it. direct

competltloL; they are aided bJ pres lure from [&Olliol bound 0 be concerned oyer

the future of their children. To b~ lure, In TO.pOCt to I.lariel. the general

o tlook 18 unlvoTeall;y peor nor vorae in the h\Ut4n1t1•• than. on the wholo. in

~he aelEnee-. B.1t ltdustn and the profenionll offer the aelenthta an alterDlltive

or a euppl ..ent. Moreover, Icientiatl have lotterly aore and -ore received bu~et'

or outeide lubventtone ~hich enable them. de8pite peraooal herd,hlp. to ~nder~e

large taeke. !n the field of hucanities. yith exceptione too fev to affect the

goneral result, no such c~nditione obtain. It ie yell ni~b impoBeible for a

scholar to engage en a lar€e task. unleee he (1) poaee8lllee iDdeI'e!"'unt. .Ileana. or

(2) finance. bi08elf by fir,t producing for purely cooaercial reaeonl textbook.

repreeent1Dg DOt his ideals. ~t the market l , capacity of aaaimilation, (J) in­

crtHlaee hi, aeadEmic iocotll( bl inatructi':JCo 1:1 au:nllcr Ichoole, popular leet'.1re8 aod

writing popular articles. To the difficulties of carr)inr on a lar&8 taak. e7en O~

these tenus. 11 added the JAlralJ:ai as: doubt .s to whether. the tesk achieved. a pu~

Heher c&n be found. 1110 unhers 1t:r presaOB are loodequatel,. fiJ38oced; the book

trade hal been 10 commercLalized tr~t theru 1. hardly a .bred of profesaionAl or

8cholarl)' lCoterut lelt 10 It. ':he ofticen are l:lto,..ed that it h (:1:"8r. now often

'!&8ier to procure publication "f r_l1) echolarl}· work ~. 81: Amerlc n profceeor

Rbroad tne.:'! in the Unittid ,latt,~; _t importnnt mElDlaeripta TI'1 r ant.inr ¥cnn of

tlfort are ~awi~ obaole.~ in d e 4rew~r.: tl~t jmericRc nch~l.rl ~roduce ~rlef
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articlos bceeuaQ only then art:: likelj to tc printed.j Lc)o hf''.Ve to be cut to the

bone nnd even so, putllcatl~n 18 Y~8rS in arrears.

The picture mtl~' be too dark; 1 t mas i ::lVo}vo the flseumpUon thu t coo­

d.it.io~ nre better in other I'lchdemic (hId, hnQ they reelly are: but it repr~

aec~. tae way in which ~he ~oneral aituation i. vi ~od by the ablo.t of American

huzanh!... Dhcount the d seription above 8iv8a eG one vUlt it i. obvious thf t

~he hucaniaUc caroc:r in tho United Statea ia to-day lUG invit1D« thnn 1\ career

in Bcience pnd 18ee inviting than a similar c.e.reor on t.ho continp.nt, despite the

fact that at the mo~cnt. va possese, while ~pe 1pcka, tbe materiRl rosourcea

requiai~o to ancoure«e ~nlatic atudl0'.

Indisputabl>, the trend of modern development i8 in the direction

of the ~re nnd ~Pflied sclencss. Eut men cnr.cot live b~ co~ort I'lnd convenience

alone. Even in !hrope. 8cholnr8 are le80 buo~ant than in the da;-e ",ber. :1ilder­

Ileeve croased the OCeRr. ~o worship at the Ihrine of tho ~98t GErman .avent••

~e r1a. of the sciences. eno~ou. caterial e~nalnn. the Ipr~d of popul~r edu­

cation heve all t~ndcd. relattvol~, to red~e cveryvhpre the lcmedlRta importftoce

of the humani tin. bcvertbcltlla, a atrong trAdi tiOD emlmdied in accepted. ote.ndA.rde

of culture, in un!·ltiraltr prelti80. in the ~8tronnge of gover~rnt8 nnd le~rned

acadeciel still protects hUJ:18.nhtic atudJ.· alroad. ro luch trnditbn and no such

bulvarka cxht in Acerica: on the contnu·. Fuel) cultUTRl h:.tereate have in

Acerica to fight hard faT t~eir place 1n the Gun. 90v and then ~ aeholPoT haa be~n

fortunnte in procurinr. the aupFQrt of a wealth)' petron; in a few scattered

irwtancea lDUaouna and inetitutlOD8 Mve obtained special fundo for the support of

attracttv enterpriaea: h..t, OD the le. therE has been in "erica no coocerted

end ." .t ....Uc effort to • .:.~ .art a" eDCo~' l.rninrtt COcpP. 1'·0 th IUpl",rt

and n ~re.t a~il&blo f~r the da~l. ~nt of other intelluctual ~nd aoclal

cCQ(::E'rna.
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Aside from ~he gnncrnl cOn81dcrRtlo~8 just advanc~d. there i. a

tt.elln~.8 in concerted effort at this time. Vast stretches of h~n

t' or, are at present Illere rues6work rt!UCh that hE.. bee!'", accepted needs to be

llI'!'d. 'lb. ~ baa opeced - esp~clally in the :'iear iA.~ - novel op}A)Ttuni Usa

fQr throwiUC licht upon all the problema connected with the hiatory of human civ_

tton.. lIhBt :breon.ted and Rehner aTe doi~ in :Egypt lo clenT up the early

baaBn clY11isa ion. no.loTteeif i. in position to do in Syria a~

~.~t. the Hellenistic period. n~ the American School ftt Athena 1. in position

40 1n Atb.DB aa respecta the moat brilliant and disAstrou8 period in Greek

~. scholar. ere here; the imagination of yo~ student. vould be fired

tbe OfPOrtunity to co8perate in vor~•• of discovery, ca.perable in fascination

'\Q r"earch•• on the atOQ or the distant heaV8Da. hO other nation no"" eo~od.

th. ~Ge' Deede~ to prosecute i~u1rie. in this field. Th6 money eziBtB. but

'~ett aM orgnDi.zatioo have hi th£rto been lacking.

Analysis of the nature and status of ~~nl.tic studies shovs the

r~!lo.l~ l~..,. all of wi.ieh mut~ co cODalde:ed in tho de7elopcent of a rro~ram

:) ';1.. en:~iment of hU.ll8oiatic studie.:

1. Univerait~ departments

Larl;or a<J::l8 (whether deri.,..ed frol!t lrlC'Ter8ed fee. or frem h:.cr8B'Itd.

~:;.:a) lIU.8t be proeuroo. in or::or to reduce the rou'.:1Do burd n carried by

;zea~tl.,..e acholara, and in ord~r to ~i.,..~ them clerlc~l or other a,.i,tnoce, 86­

pt'Cltall)'" while tho)' arb ol¥;nged on f"Xl\cttn« tnak. in h f:.eld CJf resenrch or

crtt1cl~. rernape t~he faculties ,re theme lye. in part to blame for thelr aitu-

e.t!OD. for t.ne); cOCAtrue their teachiIlf: and adllinhtl'l'lfivo: respo:1db!llUea ao

8:-10 a1 that they are unha~p:t olen they are eotheri ~ thelr et'!J.dcn 8; sad ,~h

J. aPl'ee.r in some place" to te AS true of M.A. 6t:J.dtlTt. aa of 1:.A. I 1'he

tlonal probl~m. - "TiSing J.r~l) out of inferior !re~ious ~repftratlon ~f
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creat 8cholftra dopend. Sueh taue once finished.. howoYer, no aimlb,r cxpeadi ture

r lu,ld

~ !'oxi-

sted enlht6c1 the 1ntrrut of tr. a:»ckefellC'T, who is .,.q:l".):"t ~

6

operations in quaation t~ the ~xteD' ot 10C.r~O A rOfir: and the oe~~r.al F C8 Ion

_tel) to an equal &\10.

uDiTersit~ to raise $4,000,000 of er~ ont for the purpoae. rort~nately ?Tote••or

called for $200,000 A ~eRr anr.uftlly for five rer~.. It va. not po•• ible for the

iDCo~e. TO finance those activiti.s oyer the perio ncceaOftry to their co~letlon

He SAY a succeseion of C2tr~ordiDaT,y, ap.ci~ic field ~pror~~i ic~, TnlUAblc alike

stry, a department of mathematics. OcCA8ionally some tield enterprise =by be

of the Institute, ?rolessor 3rePated, is one of the ~oat fertile or liTi~ .cholRrs

Ent of exiatl~ dcpart~en·. or the croat ion of new depertnent5. eooperation on

ture over a term of y8<'rs, 9.1V" on larte, oecA.loml taok. the life And rl~r of

ID8titut~ oC the University of Ch cp«o for the Y~J 1925-6 wPa ~9.800.00, which

2. Specll\l Popl rOI.dation•

.&. good ~ld«:et will under ordi rF.r~ C1TcUD8tances support froo year to

•• tre1nin,; and re8E'Arch, ....h1eh tho UnivorD1.t;:.' could not t1Mnce out of current

suatained 8 tenchlng de~rt~ent cArrying on incldant~l rcac~rch; but tho Director

u:all-aeale reseto.rch: wt a larte tau at onco call. for an ez:tTl\Ordimri exper.di-

example _ but .ueh ~ntcrprisc. bro relatiYely rftro. In the hUQftnl.tic field, the

eonditioDB are di8tioetly different. fJ:be regular b.1~et w111 support ue.chi~ and

., 8'fttr again b required.. ::ror lnatftl!Cc. the. noronl bu.d£'ct of the Oriankl

the part of a ¥oun& tiOD i. in prlncipl~ easy.

undertaken which cnil. Cor nn uauaaPl outl~~ _ ~n P.8 rODo.ical~itlon. tor

,Mr both teachl~ nnd resenrch in a departmer.t of medicine, e. dePArt.ment ot eh~

atudtint., PSrt1l out of dafective university organization - ouet be 801ve4 by the

universitiea themaelv8a. I~ 80 !Rr aa cen6rnl funda ~re required tor the 4e.elo~
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'Inc 8tu:1C ..or of yroblem Rrin6e 10 connection vi U. coopet'l"tho

~~te~ri.e. uod rteken t~ ~ro~p~ of 8chol~r8; ana such enterprise oPy cpll for ft

~ll SUD annually ov r A l~~itod ~riod; th~ next for ft Ipr"er sum. These aoc-

ctiCl!l emmot re.ilo CndOY::H nte; perh-"pe thoy o~ht DOt to be endawcd.. TlJt unle••

specific sums nre obtainable for definito object., the under~kir«8 must either

be Aooodoued or carried on under conditione that ruqu.ire RD UIU" 'NJnUo aacrltiee

of f\ few perllone, and own 80 CB:lnot be "'ci11owc! in ft ree.lly thoro-u«h-l"oicg

fashion. If they mu.~ be left to chance. P8 they now ar~1 tho ft~verturou. end

experlmcnt~l sido of b~niBt~e etudy 18 88criflccd pnd the field 10808 what i.

~t tho eomont its moat poworr~l Appeql. ~ cocpnred with .ci~nce. it, handiCApS

ore still further Incr~.8ed.

On the other hAnd. the difficultie8 in the way of mpkiag spcc~l

appropriations are obvious: the door i. oponed for 8 tlood of 8peeializod Rppli-

cations on the aerit. of wnlcb the ofticer. of 8 Foundation may not be cocpetent

to pl!l.... :t would SOCII that in If:cneml endon~or. should be lDfIld, 0 build up uni_

ver.ity endOWQcnt: ftod that. &8 baa been done in the caee of medlcinc. when

epecial euee I\re neEded b:;' humanietic depo.,rt.c:lcnu. the re.pon.1bl11ty for lelc'Ct-

i~ and developiDt the cntcrpr1ee obould l'Cst upon tho university.

'). PutL.cr. tiO:::l.

:r.eeulu cnat lto publhhc-d; bet they Cl\D to p.tUh.hed, ns a rule,

On17 at Ala.. - certainly in Al:u:riCft at thh time. Stud)· Ill'U.4t therefore be ~lv('n

to the finBDC1..I\1 problOll ic.volved in cadng the cooditiOlUt 1Iurroun:Hnc thl'! p.11.1i-

ca:lor. of harned voru that cannot be issued ucept at a probable or cartain

!.aane1al 10... An In...uti,.tlon Ilhould 1>(1 l%lf.t.de of fr.• f'ina.ncle.l .It·· "Iota. or

unlTera1·:; t-r8as. in ~rd.er to "ee vhetber it i8 poaaible to 80<"\1re sue- J :·)Ore

~or. a. will b. needed to le.~8 .Ld to dlatrlbute publicationa that do not PR¥.
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.!.t. Societies

I~i.;ensa Ie !oc'ors 1n developiag iLtere~t and cooperation are

~~t&'lc societies and asooclutlo!& vith their reapectiv8 journals, rroceediQg8.

e:.c. 1::;:. t., t",e present tilLe, "hese organhRti..,~ r~ve led povert! stricken live.

with the lcall dues paid =; Jnd~rpald schelare; their Journals haTe been gotten

~ut under alco~t 1.poa.~:le condlti~na. SOMe of thb beet (o.g. the liarvard

Stud,ie. in i.nl'li8h) };.ave given l~J. U.e gho8t; ot.hera (e.r. ~rd Cla.. icsl

St die.1 are 8uetalned becauGe & devoted scholar, who is fit for other thing.,

ar.DUall, pa8S~' :r.~ hat to make ~p • deficit of ~2.000 or lomewhat more; occa.ioD-
•

ally a Wliversl t;' prus or a university grants a subvention that il Just onough to

«~ep alive a journal prictlng the fewel' pol8i~le ~ber of pages. Here ~!n 1e

0. eulject which should re studied 80 .e to ~et all the fach .e a belie for can.-

slder1Dg what steps, 1: any, ar~ t68s1ble to promote the activ!tiea of learned

loeietie. and to assiat them in attaining reasonable tacilitiea f~r publlcatlo~.

5. Fellowanip. and granta

'l'rave1 find. atud;,- abroad ar"l absolutel) es.ential to the hw:enht.

t ....ould be b& em~h to c .... r.!ir.c thf' traininp: of r..hyeichts, me. eaa leiana and

phyaieian8 ~o Acerican ~ver.itie.: u~t loaa=~ch as physics, Dathematica and

ltedlclD6 are the same in en.nee the world av r, the t.hint' could be done, though

obviaualy not vithout sacrifice ot loeriration and .tl~ue. Jut 1n tte humanities

.!·'lerlca will Q)t surfice at all. The languages, Uie libraries. the gAller!e.,

architecture, the historic .ites are acro.s the vater. ~ Derel~ bookl&h knovledte

wlll no~ eustain vi«nroul or ~roductlv~ humaniatic activit.y. Y~re~ver, Auri

.~ir for=ativa period. huaanista ~~.t ,.et awa;, fro. Ao rica to place v~ere ar

end literatW"'a ani scholarship lIre more at hollte than U.tly ar.... ~·.·t tl'l'T. :fro-

feeeor rer..r:.e)' • Ilk uotea ot ...ol!' "3 at the erican kadt1S17 in RO!:lE' "sa;, I
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oen vould readily risk 1DC~rring debts 1n order to etudy at the oourcoa abroad;

older ~en vould have lald zy the WUC8 needed to eoacle thea at intervale to re.

(reuh themselve.. :c the abaecce of a 8alar; Beale vhlch does not Juet1!, 7~

abD in incurriqg debts or ormit older scholars to lay qy • competency. a By.tem

ot fellovshipe for yo~ r 8chol~r8 of promise and a 8Y8ta~ of grants to older QeD

who de80rve aDd need a re:l<Jwsi at' inapiratton ough to be created.
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