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China

March 19, 1980,
Treasurer

Institute for Advanced Study
Princaton. New Jersey 08540

Dear sirs:

We've the pleasure to be authorized by Prof. Loo- Keng Hua
to make arrangements for recalling the amount of $10000 which
had been sent by Academia Sinica to Prof. H.Weyl for his visit
to China in 1947 and later deposited with the Treasurer of your
Institute in trust for the Academia. Herewith we enclose a letter
written to you by Prof. Hua for your reference. Now will you
Please clear this matter and remit the whole sum to our bank
directly. Besides, it is more reasonable that the amount should
be bearing interests as per a bank deposit so as to make compen-
sation to the losses it has enduced from the blockade for nearly
30 years and the devaluation of U.S. dollar.

Thank you in advance for your assistance,

Sincerely yours,
Mr. Wang Shu Ven.

Bank of China,
City branch Peking,
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THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY
PRINCETON, NEW JERSEY 08540

MEMORANDUM TO: Harry Woolf
FROM: Allen Rowe
DATE: April 24, 1980
SUBJECT: China Money.

According to our records we issued a check to Academia Sinica
on October 13, 1953. The check number was 3881 and was drawn for
$10,000. The check cleared in January, 1954.

It would appear that the records of China Institute of
Mathematics are incomplete. If you need additional information,
please let me know.

S VL
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April 24, 1980

Professor Loo-Keng Hua
Institute of Mathematics
Academia Sinica

Beijing

People's Republic of China

Dear Professor Hua:

I have looked into the matter raised in your letter of 4 March 1980.
I share with you the pleasure in the new relationship between China and
the United States. As you already know, we have invited (and paid for)
several visitors from China, and we hope that this bridge will grow
significantly stronger in the years to come with traffic flowing over
it in both directiomns.

It pleases me, therefore, to inform you that the specific matter
you refer to of the money sent to Professor Hermann Weyl, in the amount
of $10,000 to enable him to visit China, was returned long ago to the
Academia Sinica. To be specific, our records show a check, number 3881,
issued on 13 October 1953 to the Academia Sinica, and the record also
shows that the check was cleared in January 1954. Thus, it would appear
that your records are either incorrect or incomplete.

May I also point out that the letter from Mr. Wang Shu Wen of the
Bank of China, was inordinately impolite in this matter. In the world
of academic exchange, which is supported inadequately to begin with,
to have made a capitalistic request for profit in the form of interest
payments on monles allegedly retained, and, equally, to request
compensation for the supposed devaluation of currency over time was,
to say the least, inappropriate, especially in view of the fact that
we hage supported scholars from the People's Republic of China and mean
to continue to do so at our own expense.

Sincerely yours,

Harry Woolf
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April 24, 1980

Mr. Wang Shu Wen

Bank of China

City Branch, Peking
Peking

People's Repwblic of China

Dear Mr. Wang Shu Wen:

Your letter of 19 March 1980, refers to the request of Professor
Loo-Keng Hua for a sum of money in the amount of $10,000, which had
been sent by the Academia Sinica to Professor Hermann Weyl for his
visit to China in 1947. Since this visit did not take place the money
was originally deposited with the Treasurer of the Institute for
Advanced Study. Our records show that check number 3881, was issued
to the Academia Sinica on 13 October 1953 for $10,000. That check was
cleared in January 1954. It would appear, therefore, that your records
are either inaccurate or incomplete. The money was returned to you
over twenty-seven years ago.

May I take the additional liberty of reminding you that in the
world of scholarly exchanges, an inddequately supported non-profit
enterprise if there ever was one, to seek for capitalist gain in the
form of interest and compensation for the devaluation of currency is
entirely inappropriate. This is especially true since for the past
few years we have supported scholars from the People's Republic of China
as full members of the Institute for Advanced Saudy at our own expense.

In the hope that this provides greater understanding of the merits
of academic and intellectual exchange, as well as the nature and
proprieties of international scholarly comity, I am,

Sincerely yours,

Harry Woolf
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ROE R B RO B
ACADEMIA SINICA
INSTITUTE OF MATHEMATICS

BELJING, PEOPLE'S REPUBLIC OF CHINA

March 4 , 1980
Treasurer
Institute for Advanced Study
Princeton, New Jersey

Dear Treasurer,

In 1951, I wrote a letter to late Prof. H. Weyl, hoping to
recall the amount of'jB]D,OOO which the Academia sent to Weyl
for his visit to China in 1947. In his reply letter, Weyl told
us that the money had been deposited with the Treasurer of the
Institute for Advanced Study. He also suggested that we might

write to you directly.

The Chinese and American peoples have always been friendly
to each other. Now the relations between China and the United
States of America have been normalized, good prospects are in
store for exchange between our two countries. We hope that the

frozen fund would be recalled.

Looking forward to hearing you soon.

With best wishes

Sincerely yours,

L

Professor L. K. Hua

PS Since I am very busy, I entrust this matter to Beijing Branch

of Chinese Bank to transact.
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EAREME LR
TERERBXIFGRA

ACADEMIA SINICA

INSTITUTE OF MATHEMATICS
BE!JING, CHINA

Treasurer

Institute for Advanced Study
Princeton , New Jersey 08540
USA
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THE SECRETARY OF STATE
WASHINGTOM 15, D. C. DEPARTMENT OF STATE

WASHINGTON

tober 3018
In reply refer to @ctober 30 1953
L/FE

My dear Mr. Oppenheimer:

Reference is made to the Department's letter to
you dated October 20, 1953 regarding the check of
$10,000 made to the Academia Sinica for transmission
through the Government of China.

The Department has now received a note from the
Chinese Embassy acknowledging the receipt of the check
for $10,000. An authenticated copy of the note is en-
closed for your information.

Sincerely yours,

7 /7 f

¢ P S S P
Gonrbgﬁ( E. Snow

Assistant Legal Adviser

Enclosures

Authenticated copy
from Chinese Embassy,
October 22, 1953.

Mr. Robert Oppenheimer,
Office of the Director,
The Institute for Advanced Study,
Princeton, New Jersey.
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United States of Amerira

DEPARTMENT OF STATE

all to whom these presents shall come, Greeting:

rtify That the document hereunto annexed is o true copy from

iles of this Department.

In testimony whereof, J, JOHN FOSTER DULLES,

Secrelary of State, have hereunto caused the seal of the Depari-
ment of State to be affixed and my name subscribed by the Authenti-
cation Officer of the said Depariment, at the cily of Washinglon, in
the District of Columbia, this twenty-ninth

day of . Qctober  j$P3.

(/) LT Aol
—ll e AL A7 o2 ..l
Secretary of State.
7z ; F e
By LA S ;’_/;__._c_-.,-‘l..,a.-.

Authentication Officer, Department of State.

TLT
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The Chinese Ambagesador presente his compliments to
the Secretary of State and has the honor to acknowvledge
with thenke the recelpt of his note of October 22, 1953,
transmitting check No.3881, dated October 13, 195%, from
the Inetitute for Advenced Study, Princeton, New Jersey,
in the amount of £10,000 payable to the order of the
Academis Siniea, which represents the sum returned by
the ssid Institute to the Academia Siniea for advances
made to Professor Hermenn Weyl in 1946,

The check is being forwarded to the Academia Sinica

through the Ministry of Foreign Affaire at Talpel.

Chinese Embassy,

Washington, October 22, 1953
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THE SECRETARY OF STATE

WASHINGTON 2, B. €. DEPARTMENT OF STATE

WASHINGTON

In reply refer to
L/FE

My dear Mr. Oppenheimer:

The receipt is acknowledged of your letter dated
October 14, 1953 in which you enclosed a check for
$10,000 made to the Academia Sinica for transmission
through the Govermment of China.

The check is being delivered to the Academia Sinica
through the Govermment of Chima, and when receipt is re-
ceived for its delivery you will be notified.

Sincerely yours,

7
/;—Mm/ § vl )
Conrad E., Snow
Assistant Legal Adviser

Mr, Robert Oppenheimer,
Office of the Director,
The Institute for Advanced Study,
Princeton, New Jersey.
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1y October 1953

Your references L/FE

Dear Mr. Snow:

Thank you for your note of Cctober 12, and for
transmitting the request of the Chinese Covermment of
September 22, 1953 for the return of the sum of 210,000
deposited vith the Institute for Advanced Study in trust
for Professor lerman Weyl.

e are enclesing a check rade to the Academia
Sinica for tranemission through the Covernment of China,

Sincerely yours,

Fobert Oppenheimer

Mr; Conrad E. Snow
Arsistant Legal Adviger
Nepartment of Gtate
fashington 25, D. C.

enclosure: Check No. 3881
in the amount of $10,000,
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il DEPARTMENT OF STATE

WASHINGTON

In reply refer to
®ctober 12 1953

My dear Dr, Oppenheimer:

Reference is made to the Department's letter of December 21,
1950 and other correspondence relating to the $10,000 advanced by
the Academia Sinica to Professor Hermann Weyl which, not having
been used by Professor Weyl, was placed in trust with the Institute
for Advanced Study. In your letter of January 17, 1952 to Mr, T. L.
Tsul, Counselor of the Chinese Embassy, you suggested that the Govern-
ment of the Republic of China transmit a formal request for the re-
fund of the sum in question through the Department of State.

The Department of State has now received from the Chinese
Embassy a note, dated September 22, 1953, concerning this claim,
In accordance with the wish expressed therein, the Department
transmits herewith a duly authenticated copy of the note.

Sincerely yours,

For the Secretary of State:

Lad L Are

Conrad B. Snow
Assistant Legal Adviser

Enclosures

Copy of Chinese Note dated
September 22, 1953,

Dr. Robert Oppenheimer,
Office of the Director,
The Institute for Advanced Study,
Princeton, New Jersey.
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Mnited States of America

DEPARTMENT OF STATE

Il to whom these presents shall come, Greefing:
ifyy Thal the document hereunto annexed is a true copy, with

ception of the listed enclosures, of a note dated

er 22, 1953 to the Secretary of State from the Ambassador

the original of which is in the files of the Department

”

In testimony whereof, J, JOEN FOSTER DULLES,

Secretary of State, have hereunto caused the seal of the Depart-
ment of State lo be affixed and my name subscribed by the Authenti-
cation Officer of the said Department, at the city of Washinglon, in
the District of Columbia, this ______ebghth
day of ... Qctober _ , ]953.

" Secrelar of State.

F <=0
By (X IPANL s fi'_-_"_r)j.--
Authentication Officer, Department of State.
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The Chinese Ambassador presents his compliments to
the decoretary of State and has the honor tc inform the
Seoretary that in 1946, the Academia S3inica, an agenoy
of the Government of the Republic of China, had invited
Frofessor Hermann Weyl of the Institute for Advanced Study
at Frinceton University to lecture in China. A sum of
ten thousand dollars ($10,000), U. 5. ourrency, was
advanced to Professor Weyl for his use as traveling
expenses and remuneration for his leotures.

On account of the change of the situation on the

mainland of China, Professor Weyl wrote to ask for the

postponement of the trip, which was finally cancelled.

The Academia Sinica had therefore asked for the return of
the money but the Director of the Institute for Advanced
Study at Princeton University had written to say that such
request should be made formally through the Department of
dtate. There 1s enclosed for the information of the
Department a ocopy each of the Embassy's letter to the

Inatitute
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/&
-2 =
( Institute and ita reply thereto.

The Ambassador will appreociate it if the Beoretary

would be good enough to transmit this information to the

appropriate authorities in order to enable the Ingtitute
for Advanced Study to return the sald aum of money to the

Government of the Republio of China.

Englosed:

Copy each of letters
as mentioned above,

Chinege Embassy, -
washington, September 22, 1953.

TLT
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13 COctober 1953

Memorandum to Miss Trinterud:

This will be your authorization to transfer
the s of 10,000 you are now holding in trust for
the Lcadenia Sinica to President Chu Chia-hua of the
Academia Sinica !n Taipeh. These funds are to be
transmitted to the Academia through the office of
Mr. Conrad E, Snow, Ascistant Legal Adviser, Depart-
ment of State, "ashinzton, whe in turn will transait
the money to the Covernment of the Republic of China.

This action is taken in accordance with the
request of the Governsent of the Republic of China
throuzh its Embassy in Vashington dated September 22, 1953,

Robert Opvenheimer

cc: Professor Weyl
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January 17, 1952

Dear MMy, Toui:

Your good letter £ Decasber 20th came in ny abuence
and I regret this delay in amswering it. It would be most b
to me in responding to your request if you can tranemit this
request to me quite formally through the Jepartnent of State,
attention of the Logal Adviser,

With every good wish,

Hr, T. Ls T'\ﬂ-. Counselor
Chinese Imbassy
Washington 8, D, C,

Copies %ot Legal Adviser, Department of State
Office of the “elence Adviser, Department of State
Attn: Dr, Joyoe
Professor Hermann Veyl



Records of the Office of the Director / Faculty Files / Box 37 / Weyl, Hermann Acad Sinica Fund
From the Shelby White and Leon Levy Archives Center, Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, N

THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY
OFFICE OF THE DIRECTOR
PrinceroN, NEW JERSEY

January 2, 1952

Dear Mr., Tsuis

Your letter of Degember 26th has come
to the attention of this office; and in the
absenee of our Diresctor, I should like to
acknowledge and thank you for it. Dr. Oppenheimer
will retwn to the Institute about the lith of
January; and you may be sure that your letter
will be held for his attention.

Sincerely yours,

Katherine Russell,
Secretary to the Direc
Mr., T. L. Toui, Counselor
Chinese Embassy
Washington 8, D, C.
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CHINESE EMBASSY
WASHINGTON 8, D. C.

December 26, 1951

The Treasurer

The Institute for Advanced
Study

Princeton University

Princeton, New Jersey

Dear 83ir:

We are informed that Professor Hermann Weyl, of the
University of Chicago, has referred to you the case of
ten thousand dollars ($10,000), which was advanced by
the Academila Sinica of the Republic of China for his trip
to China. His trip was cancelled, so he 1s to return the
money to the Academia Sinica.

As the Academia Sinica 1s & branch of the Government
of the Republic of China which i1s recognized by the United
dtates Government as the Government of China, we are
instructed by the Ministry of Foreign Affairs to approach
you with a view to effecting the refund of the above
amount by Professor Weyl. We will therefore appreclate it
if you will remit the money direct or through the Embassy.

Yours faithfully,

(RS2 )
T..L. Tsul

Counselor of Embagsy
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THE INSTITUTE FOR AD%/ANCE,D STUDY

PRINCETON, NEW JERSEY
Copy : fﬁirector's Cffice

lay 6, 1951

Professor Loo-Keng Fua
Academia Sinica

3 Wen Ching
Chieh, Peking, China

Dear Professor iua:

This is to acknowledge the
Peking dated April 15, in which you
appointed Director of the Institu
Slnica and ask me whether I would
the advance amount of $10,000
in 1947. This money has bee
Institute for Ldnncod Study

of etter, from
that you have been
ics of the Academia
return to the Institute
ived from the Academia

h the Treasurer of the

a criminal act under Un St2

1 have al¥sg

S s and that was months ago, in a
letter from Taipeh

ont Chu Chia-ima to return the money.
It is not for me : 5/tjle dispute, and 1 hope that you will
understand Lhat unde pfesent circumstances 1 can do nothing
else but ask the Treasurer of the Institute for Advanced Study to
contimue to hold the sum in trust for the Academia Sinica until
the international situation is cleared.

This is my last year at the Institute and in a fortnight
I shall move to 2#rich, Switzerland (address: Pergstrasse 27). If
there is furtber correspondence on the above matter will you please
address it directly to the Treasurer of the Institute for Advanced

Study.
With best regards.
Sincerely yours,

Hermann Veyl
HWedu
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T P P YBR A AREFD S TODY

PRINCETON, NEW JERSEY /
copy:‘/girector’s Office

May 6, 1951

more definite reply than was cor

1950, to the request to remit to you jfe $A0,000 advance which I
received from the Academia Sinica in N9l The directiva from the
State Department Iorwhinhnho - 26t been forthcoming. But
in the meantime I have been in i thata United States law, pro-
mlgated months ago, would e h a transaction as
President Cm r, I recently received a
letter from Peking written ematician Loo-Keng Hua, whom
I know well from his ple of years ago, informing
me that he has Fector of the Institute of Mathe-
matics of the andhnmorqnettoutorwumtha
money to the the mainland of China.

I think e circumstances 1 can do nothing else
but ask the Treasurer of our Institute for Advanced Study to hold
the money in trust for the Academia Sinica until the laws and the ‘
international situation have settled the issue. If there is further
correspondence on the above matter will you please address it directly
to the Treasurer of the Institute for Advanced Study.

Very sincerely yours,

Hermann Weyl
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ADDRESS OFFICIAL COMMUNICATIONS TQ T
THE SECRETARY OF STATE

WASHINGTON 15, D. C.

DEPARTMENT OF STATE
WASHINGTON

December 28, 1950

Dear lrs. Leary:

I have your letter of December 22 concerning a reply to
Dr. Oppenheimerts inquiry of November 20 on the gquestion of
the disposition of funds now held in trust by the Institute
for Advanced Study for the Academia Sinica.

From our files I note that lir. Perkins, Deputy Director
for Chinese Affairs, had replied in a letter dated December
21. You have probably received his letter by this time.

I trust that lir. Perkin's comments are satisfactory. If
this office can be of further assistance, please do not
hesitate to communicate with us.

Sincerely,

WWMM

Walter M. Rudolph
International Science
Policy Survey Group

Mrs. John D, Leary,
Aide to the Director,
The Institute for Advanced Study,
Princeton, New Jersey
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ADDRESS COMMUNICATIONS TO

THE SECRETARY OF STATE

WASHINGTON 2, D. f DEPARTMENT OF STATE

WASHINGTON

In reply refer to
L/FE December 21, 1950

My dear Dr. Oppenheimer:

Your lethter of November 20, 1950 to Dr. Spoehr has been
referred to me for reply., You ask for the comments of the
Department on the propriety of remission by the Institute for
Advanced Study of 10,000 to Professor Y. R. Chao in Berkeley,
California, at the written request of Mr, Chu Chia-hua as
President of the Academia Sinica in Taipei, Formosa, these
funds having been held in trust for the Academia Sinica by
the Institute since 1947,

This is a matter in which the Department is not in a posi-
tion to advise you since any conflicting claims to the money
would, of course, have to be adjudicated by the courts. In
the recent case of Bank of China v. liells Fargo Bank and Union
Trust Company, 92 F. Supp. 920, a United States District Court
in California held that a deposit in the defendant bank would
not be turned over for the present either to the management of
the Bank of China controlled by the Chinese Communist authori-
ties or to the management controlled by the Chinese National
Government,

It appears that your problem is one in regard to which
you may well wish to consult a private attorney.

Sincerely yours,

. Perkins
Deputy Divector for Chinese Affairs

Dr., Robert Oppenheimer,
Office of the Director,
The Institute for Advanced Study,
Princeton, New Jersey.
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Noveaber 22, 1950

/ Dear Dr. Oppenheimer:

In the absence of Dr. Sposhr, I am acknowledging
the receipt of your letter of November 20
the conments and advice of the Department of State on
the disposition of funds which the Institute of
Advanced Study holds in truet for the Academia Sinica,.

I have passed along your inguiry to ir. Troy L.
Perkins, Office of Chinese Alfairs, with the request

that he communicate with you directly. I am sure that
¥r. Perkins will be helpful.

Pleese do not hesitate to call upon this office
if it can be of further assistance,

Sincerely yours,

Walter K. Rudolph
International Science

Policy Survey Group

Or. Robert Oppenheimer,
Office of the Director,
Institute for Advanced Study,
Princeton, lew Jersey
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y

December 22, 1950

Dear Dr. Rudolph:

The question of the disposition of the funds now held in
trust by the Institute for Advanced Study for the Academia Sinica was brought
to Dr. Spoehr's attention by Dr. Oppenheimer in a letter of November 20th.

We understood from your letter of November 22nd that the inquiry was referred
to Mr. Troy L. Perkins. Do you kmow whether it will be possible to get any
comments on this matter in the near future? I believe that Dr. Oppenheimer
would feel, if he does not hear from the Department of State, that he cannot
do anything but encourage Professor Weyl, for whom the funds were originally
intended, to remit the money to the Taipeh branch of the Academia Sinica.

Yours sincerely,

(Mrs. John D, Leary)
Ajde to the Director

Dr. Walter M. Rudolph

International Science Policy
Survey Group

Department of State

Ha.ahi.ng’bon, De Ce

” U’ - .
h)fCopy: Professor Weyl - I think Dr. Oppenheimer wishes to wait a while
to see if we receive a reply.

1".
_,.JL
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ADDRESS OFFICIAL COMMUNICATIONS TO
THE SECRETARY OF STATE

o e DEPARTMENT OF STATE
WASHINGTON

Dear Dr. Cppenheimer:

In the absence of Dr. Spoehr, I am acknowledging
the receipt of your letter of November 20 requesting
the comments and advice of the Department of State on
the disposition of funds which the Institute of
Advanced Study holds in trust for the Academia Sinica,

I have passed along your inguiry to Mr. Troy L.
Perkins, Office of Chinese Aifairs, with the request
that he communicate with you directly. I am sure that
¥Mr. Perkins will be helpful.

Please do not hesitate to call upon this office
if it can be of further assistance,

Sincerely yours,

wagﬁ,mﬂw&-&m

Walter M. Rudolph
International Science
Policy Survey Group

Dr. Robert Oppenheimer,
Office of the Director,
Institute for Advanced Study,
Princeton, New Jersey
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November 20, 1950

Dear Dr, Spoehr:

You were kind enough to offer to obtain the comments
and advice of the Department of State with regard to the proper dis-
position of funds which the Tnstitute for Advanced Study holds in trust.
These funds were remitted to the Institute in 1947. At that time the
Academia 3inica had invited Professor Harmann Weyl of the Institute for
Advanced Study to visit China and give a series of lectures at various
universities, The funds were remitted to us in oxder to make Frofessor
Weyl's trip possible. Tt turned out that Professor Weyl could not go to
China at that time; Lut it was understood that he might make the trip
later, and the Institute agreed to hold the funds in trust until such
time as he had need of them. Professor Weyl hasg not gone to China, and
has no present intention of going.

On August 31, 1950 a letter was addressed to Professor

Weyl from Chu Chia~hua, signed as President of the Academia Sinica in
Taipeh, Formosa. T'is letter states that it is now "unwise to give our
cardinal invitation to you at present", and asks that the #10,000 be
remitted to Professor Y. R. Chao, 1059 Cragmont Avenue, Barkeley, California,
Profpssor Chao is a research fellow of the Academia “inica, and he is a

- professor at the University of California. Frofessor Weyl has been advised
to comply with the request by Professor Chern, now at the University of
Chicago, whom the Tnstitute brought out of Nanking shortly before its fall
last year. FProfessor Weyl had earlier been advised by Dr. L. ¥, Hua,
writing {rom Urbana, Tllinois, that only two of the fourteen sections of
tha Academla Sinieca moved from the mainland of China to Formosa. One of
thuse two is apparently the section on mathematics with which he is directly
concerned.

The Institute would be grateful for any comments or
advice that the Department can furnish as to the propriety of remitting the
Academia Sinica's Ifunds to Irofessor Chao. We are of course desirous of
not being held accountable at some later date to the Academia which has
remained in China and is presumably responsive to the communist govermment.
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Agting without advice from the Department, I should engourage Professor
Weyl to remit the money to Professor Chao and recognize the authority of
the Taipeh Lranch of the Academia “inica as responsive to the Chinese
Govermuent which we recognize.

Sincerely yours,

Fobert Oppenheimer

Dr. lls 4s Enoehr
Seience Division
Department of State
Washington 25, De Ce
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COPY THE UNIVERSITY OF CHICAGO
Chicago 37, Illinois

Department of Mathematics

November 17, 1950

Professor H. Weyl
Institute for Advanced Study
Princeton, New Jersey

Dear Professor Weyl:

I am very grateful for your letter of November 1l and the
considerations you are going to give to the application of Wu Wen-Tsun.

As for the requests by Dr. Chu Chia-hua and Dr. Y.R. Chao
on the remittance of the money of the Academia Sinica now at your dis-
posal, I think they are legitimate so long as we recognize the Nationalist
Government in Formosa., Perhaps the simplest thing for you to do is to
comply with their request, although I have always wished that the money
could be spent on Chinese mathematics, Dr. Chao is a very respectable
and remarkable man, He was associated with the Academia Sinica before
the war, but has been in this country for more than ten years. For long
time he has handled funds for the Academia. He is one of the leading
Chinese philologists and is now professor in the Department of Oriental
Languages at Berkeley. He got his Ph,D. degree from Cornell in Logic
(in the early 20th) and must therefore be acquainted with your work on logic
and philosophy.

With best regards,

Ever yours,

(s) 8.5. Chern
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COoPY
ACADEMTA SINICA

Taiwan China

115 Section 1,
East Ho-ping Road,
Taipeh, Formosa.

August 31, 1950.

Professor Hermann Weyl

The Institute for Advanced Study
Princeton, New Jersey

U.5.A.

Dear Professor Weyl:

After the late Prof. A. Pen-Tung Sah wrote to you in March
1947, we always hoped that the situation in China would soon be better
so that we would have the honour to welcome you in Nanking, But things
became quite opposite to what we had expected. Nanking was occupied
by the communists last year and this institution had to leave Nanking
for Taipeh temporarily. The Institute of Mathematics was removed to
Taipeh jost after Dr. Chern left Nanking for America. I think Dr. Chern
had told you what we had happened.

It seems to us unwise to give our cardinal invitation to
you at present. Now for the sake of urgent need of this institution,
I wish to ask a favour of you to remit the money, which we remitted
to you in 1947, to Prof. Y.R. Chao, a Research Fellow of this institu-
tion, whose address is as follows:

Prof. Y.R. Chao

1059 Cragmont Avenue
Berkeley 8,
California, U.S.A.

We hope peace in Far East will soon be restored and you
will receive our hearty welcome in Nanking in near future.

With best wishes,

Very sincerely yours,

(s) Chu Chia-hua
President
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Department of Oriental Languages
University of California
Berkeley L, California

October 2, 1950

Professor Hermann Weyl
Department of Mathematics
University of Chicago
Chicago, Illinois

Dear Professor Weyl:

I have received a letter from President Chu Chia-hua of Academia Sinica,
dated Taipeh, September 15, 1950, stating that he regrets that your visit
to China did not materialize owing to unsetitled conditions and requested
me to receive and hold for the Academia the refund of the $10,000 advance
which he is requesting you to remit to me. I am writing to him that I
should be glad to take care of this fund, as I am handling other funds

of the Academia, of which I am a member,

Allow me to take this opportunity to express my special regards to you,
as I did my undergraduate work in mathematics and my graduate work in
philosophy of science, although I am now a linguist. I have recently
finished reading your Philosophy of Mathematics and Natural Science and
derived much benefit from it.

Very sincerely yours,

(s) Y.R. Chao
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1059 Cragmont Avenwe
Berkeley 8, California

November 18, 1950

Professor Hermann Weyl

Institute for Advanced Study

Princeton, N.J.

Dear Professor Weyl:

Enclosed please find copy of letter I wrote to you on October 2, I
have since learned that you were in Princeton and so am not sure that
my previous letter reached you.

Hoping to hear from you in the near future, I am

Very sincerely yours,

(s) Y.R. Chao
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December 23, 1949

Department of Mathematics
University of Illinois
Urbana, Illinois

Dear Professor Weyl:

At the moment I decide to go back to China, I have to express
my deep appreciation of your kindness which you extended to me, when I
am in U.S.A.

The most regrettable thing is that the Chinese mathematicians
did not have the luck to get your wide inspiration. But I dare to say
that the Chinese communists welcome you as well as the nationalists,
since according to our tradition, we always respect scholars.

Perhaps you knew already that the math. Institute of Chinese
Academy was moved to Formosa by Chiany and Chern. With the institute of
history which was headed by a "war criminal", these are the only two
among the 16 institutes of Chinese Academy which moved to Formosa. If we
can get the consent of communist government, we shall start all over again.
Any help will be appreciated by Chinese mathematicians,

I got letters from Tuan and Ming very often, they all asked me
to give their regards to you.

With all my best wishes,

Yours respectfully,

(s) L.K. Hua

P.S. Regards to Professors Siegel and Selberg.

L- KIH.
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COPY THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY

Office of the Treasurer
125 Park Avenue
New York, N.Y.

April 11, 1947

Professor Hermann Weyl
The Institute for Advanced Study
Princeton, New Jersey

Dear Professor Weyl:

Sincere apologies for this somewhat tardy reply to your
letter of March 28, 1947 regarding the $10,000 advanced by the
Academia Sinica.

Mr, Maass and I both approve the depositing of this money
in the Institute's accounts, which sum will be held strictly "in trust"
for whatever purposes or use the Academy may direct for its withdrawal
and we will cheerfully act as custodian of this sum until such time
as its disposition will be authorized.

We have accordingly requested Miss Miller to forward the

check of $10,000 which she is holding, so that we may deposit same at
Oonce,

Yours sincerely,

(s) S.D. Leidesdorf
Treasurer



Records of the Office of the Director / Faculty Files / Box 37 / Weyl, Hermann Acad Sinic

From the Shelby White and Leon Levy Archives Center, Institute for Advanced Study, Pri
Chern told Weyl that the Academia Sinica

branch in Formosa might ask Weyl to spend

a portion of the $10,000 (attached letters)
to defray the travel expenses of Chinese
students coming to the U. S. from Formosa.
Weyl told Chern he would probably consent to
do this if it came up.

This is just for information,
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THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY

PRINCETON, NEW JERSEY

PR = March 28, 1947

Samiel D. Leidesdorf, Esqe
125 Park Avenue
New York 17, New York

Dear Mr. lLeidesdorf:

As you may remember, I was invited to spend the
China lecturing on mathematics in various universitiesg
for reasons connected with my wife's health and becaus
ditions in China it would not be wise to accep :

t academic year in

It now seems that
of unsettled con=
tation though the
beave of absence

to do so, Meanwhile the Academia Sinica bgfgre
forwarded to me a remittance of $10,000 (Ay

e I should go to China, I

it subject to my instructions. If A&
2 If I do not go, it is

should, of course, want to use it
just possible that I may suggest -
me to use this money in payment o he expaenses of Chinese scholars in -

the United States, If nei £ 96s should prove feasible, I
shall, of course, want to st you 10 return the money to the Academia
Sinica,

I should be very gra i ou would be willing to take charge of
thé¢ sum, I hesitate to p in my own bank account for the reason that

in the remote possibility of something happening to me, it might be difficult
to see that this money was used in the proper way or disposed of in accordance
with the wishes of the Academia Sinica.

Dr. Aydelotte ventured-to say that he was quite sure that you would be
willing to act as custodian of the fund, I have meanwhile deposited the check
with Miss Miller and if you are willing to take charge of it I shall ask her
to dispose of it in any way you suggest, either depositing it in the bank in
Princeton or forwarding it to you for deposit in the bank in New York.

Yours sincerely,

/s/ Hermann Weyl
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THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY

PRINCETON, NEW JERSEY

OFFICE OF THE DIRECTOR

March 27, 19L7

Dr. Chu Chia-Hua
President of the Academia Sinica
Nanking, China i /1

¥y dear Dr. Chus

Professor Hermann Weyl reports tha Just received a
remittance of $10,000 from the Academia Sip
in China, lMrs, Weyl has been very
that Professor Weyl will be able to
Professor Weyl has turned over this $IS

ew of this uncertainty,
o the Institute for

Advanced Study to be held subjech - gtructions, I wish here-
with to send you a formal ackngirledgmend ‘.‘. e receipt of this
amount of money., We shall hold (it sub, 0o Professor Weyl's

instructions, either for his oy
any other purpose which
Professor Weyl is unab,
for the expenditure o
course, be glad to re
designate,

ges for a2 trip to China or for
ica may designate, If

a and if no suitable proposal

ds presents itseif, we shall, of

ney to any source which you may

Believe me,

Yours very sincerely,

/s/ Frank Aydelotte
Director

e —— e PP e —
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For Dr. Aydelotte
Miss Miller

Translation of a paragraph of German letter cf March 26/47 from H.Weyl to

Dr. Chu Chia=Hua

President of the Academia Sinica
Minister of Education

Nanking, China

Day before yesterday I notified you by cable of the receipt of
the funds sent me through the Chinese Embassy in Paris. I have deposited
this sum with the Treasurer of our Institute. So it will remain available
to the Academia Sinica in case I can make no use of it. You will receive
a communication about it from cur Director, Dr. Aydelotte.
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Maroh 28, 19h7

Sazuel D, 'eidesdorf, Feq.
125 Park Avenue
Nexr Yory 17, Rew York

Daear "r. Leldtendorty

Ap you mar remembesr, I wag invited to aspen? the next
aoalemio yer in China leoturing on mathematics in various
unpiverzitira, It nev seemsa thot for r=naons e "neated with
mny vife'a henlth and beosuns of unasstiled oontitisng in China
it »uld not be wige to agoept this invit«tion tho. the
Ho vt -2 Trystesy nf the Tnatitute vrry 1 1y v nted me
leave 37 zheenoe tn 4o a0, Meamh'le the Acc'eria %inies
before they : ~<"=rA my renly, farvaried to oe 2 remitisnce
of 910,000 {Azerican Aollara) in payment of ocur ovpenges
to Ching, Y ghmlA be gratet™:} 1€ wouv aa Treonsurer of the
Inatitate yanl? Yo wi1lling o ta¥e gharee 52 thls =um of
morey, halding 1t subjieat to my ingtruetionae. Tf Sy any chanoe
I ghould oo to Ghirg, I ahoud, of eouras, w.nt to uee 1t for
expenara, JIf I do not go, 1t ia Juat pogeidble thet I may
gug #2t L9 the Acndenmls Siniea that they sllow me to use this
=onsy in pavment of the epensca of Chincce seh lorp In the
Unit:d 9t tes., If neither of these usae should nrove feaaible,
I gnnll, of esurse, want to requect you teo réturr the monsy to
the Agalexia Birlon.

I ahoulsd De very pratef ] 1 you ¥3:14 be w1 ling %o
T ke aharge of the gum. J hesit-te to rpl:ee 1t in my ovn bank
aosount for the ~“acaon t-at in the resote opoeslibdbility of
gomething happening to me, 1t might be A1ffioult to see that
thig maney was used in Lhe proper vay or 4ia osed of in apocordgnce
with the viahes of the ‘oalemia Minios. )

Pr. Aydelotte ventured to scy th-t he waa guite gure that
wou would be willing to ect as oustodion of the fund, T have
me nwtile depnaited the check w'th ¥iga Hi)'ler ard if you are
willire to to¥ke gharpe of 4t 1 ghall aask heyr to dlegrose of (it
in any sy yom gugreat, slther derocait'ng 1t in the bark 1in
Princeston or forwariing 1t to you for Jer-git in the hank in
!'.!‘# !OH .

Yyurs sinoeraly,

Marsann Yeyl
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Margh 27, 1947

T, Chu Ghila-Hua
Progiitent . n?f tha deadexia Mnica
Hacking, Ciifa

Wy desr Dy, Clmd

Prafesasr Hermann wayl renorta that he Mug Suast
recelived g repitiance of 210,000 fros tho Acadenmia
intea for Rig une in azar he 12 nble Lo aorent thelr
invitation o gilve gorme laatures on matheuintios 1N
Ohing. XNra, “eyl hans besn verr 111 and 4% is 20t a$
all gartain that Profegsor Weyl 11 be ablaz to Z0.

In wisw 9 thig uneertuinty, Prolessor eyl haxr turneQ
Ivepr th0g T10,000 Lo the Ynatitnts for Adweonoad ttuly

T2 he held subleet 19 iz inatructions. T vieh herawith
¢ asnd you g fomusl aetnovledgment ol the regelipt of
t=ia am>unt of monser. Ha ghall hold 1t subjerat o
Peafegant Yayl'a inatruetinsnag, elther o hie oun
exprnean Tor g trin to Onilna or for any othsr purtosa
wiinn the Agadtenis %inica may doeignnto. 1f Prafeasor
vevl 1@ un<hle Tt #o to Uhing and if no aqit ble

ey asa) for the amenditures of thesa funda ~reaents
Lianlf, we ghall, of acurge, be glad to refurn the monNey
to «ny aourae vh'ah you megy desipgnate,

Bell~ve ns,

Yo rs very singerely,

Frant Aydelotte
Mr otor
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Re; $10,000 sent to Prof. Veyl

Letter goes to
His Excellency Dr. Chu Chia-Hua
Minister of Education
Nanking, China

PROFESSOR WEYL ASKS THAT THE LETTER BE GIVEN TO HIM SO THAT HE
CAN ALSO HAVE SOME CHINESE WRITTEN TO GO WITH IT.

BAM 3/26/47

JANE: I MAY NEED TWO COPES OF ALL OF THIS

CORRE SPONDENCE.
: bl —
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Tue InsTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY
SCHOOL OF MATHEMATICS
PRINCETON, NEW JERSEY

February 12, 1947
Dear Frank:

This is to notify you that I have declined
the invitation to China for the year 1947-48. That
automatically cancels my application for leave of ab—-
sence for that year.

I wish to take this opportunity to thank
you and the Trustees for the generous terms on which
they were willing to grant me leave of absence for my
visit to China.

Sincerely yours,

M i

Dr. Frank Aydelotte Hermann Weyl
Institute for Advanced Study
HW:GB
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From the .Shelby White and Leon Levy Archives Center, Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, NJ, USA ‘ : : * :'

Novedber 8, 1946 : =

Profegsor Hermann Weyl
Inatitute for Advenced Btudy
Princeton , Nev Jersey

Dear Hermannt

Ae I gald to you informally, the Board of Trustees
of the Inetitute st their meeting on October 18th approved
oy recommendation that you snould be gronted leave of
abeence to go to Chira next year Af it turne out that you
wigh to do so, The Poard has proposed that you be given
a year's leave of abrence with full eslery, with the
underest nding thnat you return to the Institute any remuneration
you may receive from the Ohinese Government minug youpr
transgportation expensea, We all of us hate the idea of
naving you away for a year but realize that your presence
in Oning would do a great desl to gpread the influenoe of
the Institute. :

Warmeat oongratulations on yonr sleetion to all these
learnsd societien. I hope you wil' give me the detailas,

Yours glnoerely,

Ll

45 8 : Frank Aydelotte

FAL Jsr

Gopy to Migs Miller ' ‘ !
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MINUTES OF REGULAR MEETING OF
THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES OF
THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY
OCTOBER 18, 1946

A regular meeting of the Trustees of the Institute for
Advanced Study was held in Fuld Hall, Princeton, New Jersey on
Friday, October 18, 1946 at 12:30 P. M,

PRESENT: Messrs. Aydelotte, Bamberzer, Fulton,
Leidesdorf, Maass, Schaap, Strauss, Veblen and Weed.

ABSENT AND EXCUSED: Messrs. Douglas, Lehman, Lewls,
Mze, Rosenwald and Wolman.

The minuteg of the annual meeting of the Membersa of the
Corporation and of the regular meeting of the Board of Trustees
held May 23, 1946 having been distributed, their reading vas
dispencsed with and the minutes were approved with the following
corrections: On page 1, lines 1€ and 21 and on page 2, line 2 of
the minutes of the annual meeting read "Hertert H." fcr "Judge."
On page 7, line 3 of the minutes of the regular mesting of the
Board of Trustees, read "salary" for "etipend."

On motion of Dr. Fulton, seconded by Mr. Stresuss eand
unanimously carried, the actions of the Executive Committee as
recorded in the minutes of the meeting of August 21, 1946 were
approved. There was no further report from the Executive Com-
mittee.

The Treasurer, Mr. Leidesdorf, informed the Trustees
thet the audit of accounts for the next academic y2ar would be

malled in a few weeks' time.
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Professor Veblen presented the following brief report

for the Committee on Buildings and Crounds:

The Trustees will have read in the minutes of the
Executive Committee for August 21, 1946 of the steps taken during
the summer to purchase surplus Government housing at Mineville,
New York, and to provide for its transportation and re-erection
on Institute land. Since that time several carloads of houses have
arrived in Prircetor and one two-family house is nearing completion.
It 18 hoped that the houses will be ready for occupancy by Christmas
and that vithin ten days or so we will be able to provide for two
families who have been able to find only the most temporary quarters.

The Institute has taken no action in connection with a gift
of land tc the State of New Jersgey Tfor the Princeton Eattlefield
Parl.. The State of New Jersey has appropriated $100,000 towards
this Pariz and will probably use nearly one half of this sum %o
acquire the Hale property which 1s the section of land of greatest
historical significance since 1t contains the original house in
which Genéral Mercer dled. The residenta of the area originally
designated for the Park, whose homes and properties are vitally
affected, have exerted considerable preassure on the State to reduce
the slze of the Park. This the State has done. In this connection,
1t was noted that R. C. Maxwell expects to contribute five-eighths
of an acre to the area of the ParZ. The formesl dedication of the
Park will take place on Sunday afternoon, October 20, 1946, ard any

Trugtees who find it convenlent to do 82 ere cordinlly invised to
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attend. It has been impressed upon the speakers that it would
be advieable to meke no mention of any possible gift of land from

the Institute for Advanced Study on this occasion.

Mr. Maass read a letter of October 13, 1G46 from Mr.
Henry Allen Moe submitting his resignation as Trustee of the
Institute. After brief discussion, members of the Board agreed
that no course remained other than to accent Mr. Moe's resignation
ard 1t was moved, seconded and unanimously carried that a letter
he written to Mr. Moe thenking him for hls services tuv the Institute
«riing the period of hies Trusteeship, and expressing the sincere
regret vhich the Board feels in nccepting his resignation.

With the agreement of the Board, Mr. Maanss appointed
Lewis L. Strauss %o the Chalirmanship of the Selection Committee
to recommend s successor to the Director, thus filling the vacancy
crented by the resignation of Mr. Moe. The other members of the
Committee are: Messrs. Aydelotte, Douglas, Fulton, Leldesdorf,
Manss nnd Schaap. As Chalrman of this Committee, Mr. Strruss
expressed the desire thet Dr. Weed be added to it. The matter

wag referred to Mr., Strauss with power and was left for discussion

\
/| betveen the indiwviduals concerned. Q}'
!
y
The Director read to the board a letter from Professor J} Rﬂ
P “’ 1
‘ Vv

ilermann Weyl, dated October 15, 1946, requesting leave of apsence <
in order to sccept the invitation of the Azademia Sinlica to spend
the academic year 1947-19U8 assisting the Academy in ovening the
newly created Institute of Mathematics. Professor Weyl recsived

this invitation from the Academy and the Ministry of Education
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of the Chinese National Government at the instance of Professor
Shiing-8hen Chern, a leadlng Chinese mathematician who recently
spent two yeers at the Institute. This proposed vieit of Professor
Weyl's to China will do much to establish close and friendly
relations with the United States ard to lay foundations for future
research in hilgner mathematics in China.

After discussion in which the pap which Professor Weyl's
absence from the Institute vould crente was clearly recognized,
1t was moved, seconded and unanimously carried that Profesgsor Weyl
be granted a year's leave of gbsence with full galary, pius trans-
portetion expenses, less any remunernicion which he may receive from
the Chinege Government, in order to accept the iluavitation of the
Academia Sinica for the academic year 1047-1948,

The Director presented the request of Professor Robert B.
Warren for leave of absence from Cctober 15, 1948 until December
31, 1946 to aseist Dr. Edwin G. Nourse, Chairman of the Council of
Economic Advisers to the President, in organizing and startirg his
bureau. This request has the avproval of Professors Stewart and
Riefler and the duties of the assignment are closely related to
the investigntione in money and banking in which Professor Warren
1s now engapged at the Institute,

After brief discussion, it was moved, scconded and
carried thet Professor Warren be granted lesve of sbsence from
October 15, 1S46 to December 71, 1945 on full salary with the

understanding that he accept any remuneration offered him %y the
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Government for this position and that this sum, minus reimbursement
for expenses, be credited againet his salary from the Institute on

a no loss, no gain principle.

Reporting for the Committee on Salaries, Mr. Schaap
stated that the following arrangements, which were left to the
Committee with power, had Dbeen agreed upon concerning Miss Eernetta
A, Miller: From guly 1, 1946 until the time of Migs Miller's
retirement, June 30, 1949, the Institute will, in addition to
paying her salary of 83,000 per year plus 5% to the Teachers
Ingsurance and Annulty Aesociation, make an additional payment to
the TIAA on her account of 81,000 per year.

Mr. Bamberger presented the following report on negotia-
tions with the contractor corcerning the price of the computer

building:

"l. Negotiations with the Belll Company concerning
the price of the computer building have been carried on
in our behalf by the law firm of Edgar S. Smith and have
now reached the stage where a form of contract satisfactory
to the contractor has been reacned. The contractor agrees
to ersct the bullding at a cost of about $67,000 plus a
fixed fee of gbout $10,000. The cost is subject to the
familiar escalator clause current in present day building
contracts. This clause provides that any increases in
coset authorized by the OPA shall be borne by the Institute
provided these increases bring the total cost of the buillding
above the $67,000. If the contractor 1s able to complete the

building for less than $67,000 he will receive a bonua of
50% of the difference between the actual cost and the $67,000.

m2. It is to be remembered that the Architect-Engineer's
fee amounts to an additional $7,000, bringing the cost of the
building to about $84,000. We anticipate that there will be
an additional expense for such roads, walks, exterior grading,
and landscaping as we may feel desirable. We feel, howvever,
that 1t may be well to include this work in the John A,
Johnsorni contract inasmuch as Jolnson will have to do similar
work on the new houses.
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"3. We understand that the Belll Company has agreed
to sign the attached contract sublect to three minor modi-
fications as soon as these modifications can be incorporated
into the contract.

"L, Work on the building 1s proceeding very rapidly

end we are anticlpating only one possible delay in the com-
pletion of the structure, The heating contractor is having
congiderable difficulty in procuring a boiler and radiators.
The Ordnance Department in Washington is, however, doing
everything possible to secure a higher priority rating for
these items from the Civilian Production Authority."

Mr. Bamberger pointed out that the Institute had not as
yet signed a contract with the Belll Company for this tullding
and expressed the belief that with a few minor changes the contract
was nov ready for formal execution. Ee added that the Institute
had been able to secure funds from the Government which would in
part offset the greatly lncreased cost of the computer building.

After discussglion, the report on the computer building
vas accepted and it was moved, seconded and unanimously carried
that the officere of the Board of Trustees be empowered to execute
this contract.

Mr. Bamberger read a letter from Mr. Herbert H. Lehman, dated
September 7, 1946, accepting membership on the Board of Trustees.

After adjournment for luncheon, the Trustees reconvened

to hear the report of the Director. The Director's report vhich

is added as an appendix to these minutes was fully discussed, was

accepted as read and the following resolutions were adopted.

It was suggested that Dr. J. J. L. Duyvendak's report

on tne Gest Oriental Librery be circulated to all members of the
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Board of Trusteeg and that the matter bte discussed in detail by

the Executive Committee.

After dlscussion of various methods of determining the
amount of a sultable contribution to Princeton Township, it was
moved, seconded and unanimously carried that the Instltute make
a gift of $1,000 to the Township in lieu of taxes for the fiscal

vear 19L7,

If was moved, seconded and carried that the reviged
budget for 104E-19L47 be held over for further consideration and
action by the Executive Committee at its next meeting.

On motion, duly seconded and unanimously carried, the
Tollowing resclution establishing the Mineville-Princeton Project
Account in the Princeton Barnk and Trust Company, for the use of

John A, Johnson and Sons, Inc., contractors engaged br the Institute

to erect the new housing, was adopted, and the Secretary was

authorized to forward a certified copy of this resolution to the

Bank.

WHEREAS, THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY has purchased
and acquired from the Government of the United States certain
housing units located at Mineville, New York, under a contract
duly executed therefor, and has made payment for such housing
units; and

WHEREAS, it is desired and intended that the Institute
shall have such houses disassembled where they are now located at
Mineville, New York, and reassembled and reerected on property of
the Institute at Princeton, New Jersey; and

WHEREAS, the Institute has duly awarded a contract to
John A. Johnson & Sons, Ine., of 270 - 4lst Street, Brooklyn 32,
New York, as contractor, so to disassemble saild housing units
and to reassemble and recongtruct the same on property of the
Institute; =and
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WHEREAS, in accordance with the terms of sald contract,
a specisl deposit is to be maintained with the Princeton Bank &
Truet Company in the sum of Ten Thousand Dollars ($10,000.00) out
of vhich payments are to be made to said contractor as such work
progresses, which payments are to be evidenced by checks drawn on
such special account and duly signed by an authorized representa-
tive of the contractor and countersigned, in behalf of the Institute,
by Julian H. Bigelow;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that THE INSTITUTE FOR
ADVANCED STUDY create and establish a special account with
the Princeton Bank & Trust Company to be known and described
as the "Mineville-Princeton Project Account", in which said
special account a deposit of Ten Thousand Dollars ($10,000.00)

shall be continuously maintained by the Institute until the
completion of such project;

FURTHER RESOLVED, that checks drawn on sald account,
when duly signed by an authorized representative of the
saild John A. Johnson & Bons, Inc. and countersigned by
Julian H. Bigelow, shall be duly paid;

FURTHER RESOLVED, that when such project has been
completed and the contractor fully paid, sny balance
remaining in said account shall be released and paid over
to the general account of THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY
in the Princeton Bank & Trust Company.

There being no further business, the meeting adjourned

on motion at 3:30 P. M.

EDGAR S. BAMBERGER
Secretary
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APFENDIX I
REPORT OF THE DIRECTOR
October 18, 1946

We began in September what may be the busiest and most
interesting year in the history of the Institute. The staff and
members llgt which 1s being distributed will give Trustees an
idea of the breadth and gquality of the group which we have assembled.
In addition, the Frinceton Bicentennial celebrations have brought
us a great many visitors, one of whom, Nlels Bohr, remained long
enough to do some gerious work. Aside from Eohr we have had the
pleasure of entertaining Lord Lindsay, the Master of Balliol,
Harold Laski of the London School of Economics, Linus Pauling of
the California Institute of Technoclogy, the next Eastman Professor,
Madariaga, Niebuhr, Courant, Perry and many others, including
forty eminent asclientists brought to the United States by the
National Academy of Sclences and the American Philosophical Society
with funds supplied by the Rockefeller Foundation and the Carnegle
Corporation. We are to entertaln in November the American Statis-
tical Soclety and the American Mathematical Society at the time
of their joint meeting in Princeton.

‘These visitors are of great value to us. They come
quietly to Fuld Hall after their meetings at the Graduate College
are over, confer with professors and members of the Institute,
learn what lines of research are being proposed here at present,
and thus acquire the information they need to suggest younger
gcholars for membershlp in future years. This is the only kind

of publicity that has any real value for the Institute. Newspaper
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articles are for ug of practically no value at all. What we need
is that our aims and methods should be understood by leaders of
scholarship in the flelds which we touch. The best possible way
for any scholar to learn what We are doing is to pay us a visilt
and we are receiving this year visitors of eminence in larger
numbers than ever before in our history. The result will be to
clarify and solidify The place of thes Institute in the world of
scholarship.

The advent of larger numbers this year has not been
without its embarrassments. I have repeatedly called to the
attention of the Trustees the difficulties of the housing situation
in Princeton and the fact that while we have added to this con-
gestion, we have so far done nothing to relieve it. I attacked
thie problem in 1941 as soon as I had been here long enough to
understand the situation, but the outbreak of war put a stop to
nll bullding operations and the wartime reduction in our membership
made the need less pressing. Now, thanks to prompt and courageous
action of the Executive Committee during the summer, we are on the
way to independernce as far as concerns the provlem of housing our
memberg, The Trustees have received the minutes of the meeting of
the Executive Committee and will know the main outlines of the
story. As early as lact February, I learned that the Federal Publiec
Housing Authority might have some surplus Government housing which
could be made avallable fo educational institutions. I apnlied

at once but 1t was only in June that I received notification of

the houses at Mineville, New York, on the edge of the Adirondacks.
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I gent an engineer, Mr. Bigelow, of the computer project, to
Mineville the same day. He found representatives of two other

universitiez on the spot eager to secure the houses available.

Thanks to the enterprise of Mr. Bigelow, we were able to buy
eleven bulldings, contailning thirty-eight apertments of two and
three bedrooms each. These apartments are substantially built,
they have hardwood floors, are insulated with rock wool against
the Adirondack winters, are fitted with storm windows, fly screens,
clothes lines and garbage palls. The only things which the houses
lack are electric refrigerators. With the cooperation of Mr.
Rogenweld, the Institute has bteen so fortunate as to have been
able to secure during the summer thirty-eight electric refriger-
ators from the Sears Roebuclk Company and these are now stored in
Princeton ready to be installed. The houses are brand new and
have never been lived in because men could not be found for the
project for which they vere designed. They are modest buildings,
and while we do not know ps yet what they will cost us, we have
reason to hope that they can be amortized in from ten to fifteen
years and theilr use will provide us with valuable experience as
to exactly the type of housing best sulited for our needs.

Since the houseg are being transferred from Mineville,
New York to the Inetitute on a cost-plus basis, it 1s impossible
to sny at this moment just what their cost will be. The contractor's
estimate is nbout $4,000 for each apartment. I am, myself, inclined
to think that the figure will be in the neighborhood of $£5,000 per

unit. They would be cheap at that price and they are so important
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to the conduct of the work of the Institute that we have no choice
but to take the risk of the price going even higher.

The rentals to be charged and the rate of amortization
will have to be fixed when we know the cost. My first hope had
been thet we could rent the apartments for 17% of their cost,
allowing 4% for interest, 10% for amortization and 3% for taxes,
insurance, repairs, care of grounds and administration. At this
rate we could amortize the aspartments in less than ten years. We
could cut the combined figure for interest and amortization from
144 to 9% and amortize them in fifteen years. Probably this will
reflect more accurately our actual experience.

My first idea of housing for Institute members had been
something in the nature of an All Souls gundrangle or the great
Wolsey aquadrangle of Christ Church. Various architects have
suggested instead groups of small houses of the type which look
g0 charming in Willlamsburg, Between these two conceptions it 1is
rnot easy to declde but by the time we have opernted our nev apart.
ments for a few yerrs we shall know end will be in a position to
plan wigely for the future,

With the cooperation of the Rockefeller Foundation, the
;nstitute has been so fortunate as to secure the services of
Professor J. J. L. Duyvendak of Leyden during the last few months
to meke a study of the resources of the Gest Library, the situation
of Chinese studies in the United States and the opportunity of the
Institute in this field. I have from Professor Duyvendak a very
full report in the course of which he makes a strong argument for

the cultivation of Chinese studies at the Institute. Dr. Duyvendak
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is deeply impressed with the resources of the Gest Library and it
is his opinion that thisg Library could be made useful for scholars
at a very much more modest expense than I had anticipated. I
shell send to the Board of Trustees coples of Dr. Duyvendak's
report and hope the whole matter will be referred to the Executive
Committee for study and recommendation.

I am not prepared to ask for a decision today but I
should like to present for the consideration of the Trustees a
few observations in regard to the financlal questions involved.
The Institute has an endowment which varies between $16,000,000
and 819,000,000 accarding to the condition of the stock market
at any given moment. Our income from endowment is, roughly
speaking, 8500,000 a year. The Rockefeller Institute, which is
confined to the single subject of medicine, has an endowment of
approximntely fifty million dollars. It is clear to me that the
Institute for Advenced Study which muat divide 1ts resources
between mathematics, economlics and politics and humanistic studiles,
must be extremely conservative in making plans for expansion.. I
btelleve, on the other hand, that the scholarly and political
importance of Chinese studies is so great that it might be poselible
to find additional funde with which to carry on work in that field.
I should like to have some time to explore these possibilities be-
fore bringing the whole subject to the Executive Committee and
eventually to the Board of Trustees for declsion. Meanwhile I
should be very grateful for any advice which any members of the

Soard of Trustees may have to give me on this subject.
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It glves me great regret to report to the Trustees that
Professor Wolfgang Paull has decided to resign his position in
the School of Mathematics and to remain at the Technlsche Hoch-
schule in Z#irich. Waen I saw the Paulis in Z#rich in April I
wae afraid that they were moving towards this decision. I made
no effort, however, to persuade Pauli to return to Princeton,
thinking it better that a man of his quality should reach his
ovn decision as to the place in which he could be most useful.
Paull hes suggested that he would like to be made a permanent
member of the Institute without sslary and I may hiave a recom-
mendation on that subject to present to the Foard at a later
meeting.

Professor Carl L., Siegel is likewige uneasy about the
propriety of his remaining in Princeton. There are varlous
personal considerations which influence Siegel's decision but at
bottom the question 1eg whether his conscience will allow him to
enjoy one of the best professarships in the world here at a time
when he might be needed and useful in Germany. So far ss his
contributions to the science of mathematics are concerred, I am
convinced that they would be greater here than in G8ttingen. On
the other hand Slegel is a man as well as o scholar and he like-
rlse must be allowed to decide his own destiny without over-per-
suasion from us. I am grateful for the fact that the Executive
Committee has granted Siegel leave of absence for ninety days to
return to G8ttingen to give a course of lectures. So far he has
been unable to sgecure from the American Government a pessport

which would allow him to travel in Germany. He has accordingly
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taken passage to Denmark hoping that he may be allowed to go to
Germany from there. Professor Siegel sailed on October Lth and
hig ninety day leave of absence with full salary will conseguently
extend to January 4, 1947. If he requests an extension of that
leave on less ‘generous terms, I shall make an appropriate recom-
mendation to the Executive Committee., If Siegel finally decides
to return to us he will greatly strengthen the faculty of mathe-
matics but if he prefers to remain in Germany I think we must
give him our blessing.

Meanwhile the Faculty of the School of Mathematics has
been considering a long list of able young men who might be invited
here in the place of Paull and Siegel. I have no recommendations
to make today but I ehall orobably have something prepared for the
Executive Committee at 1ts meeting in November. One suggestion
which appesls very sgtrongly to us in informal discussions so far
is that a succession of eminent European scholars, such as Bohr,
Dirac, Whitehead and Newman, might be invited to the Institute on
a regular schedule as Visiting Professors to epend perhaps one
term in each two years., If thls arrangement were made definite so
that the presence of these men could be announced in advance, it
would be possible for young scholars who wish to work with them
to meke thelr plans accordingly. Such a plan as this, which has
been in my mind ever since I became Director, would seem to me to
extend the influence of the Institute in a most desirable way. I
think it could be demonstrated that the same amount of money spent
in thies vay would make a maximum contribution to American scholar

ship. The creation of the new category of permanent members seems
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to me to offer in addition an opportunity for us to bring to the
Institute young men who are not yet rsady'for professorships but
who show promise that they will eventually reech that stature. I
am inclined to believe that the word "Fellow" would be a better
designation for such an appointment than "Permanent Member" but
the difference is only one of words. What we need is some kind
of status which does not involve a permanent appointment to the
Faculty and which does not involve a full faculty salary. It
would, nevertheless, enable us to recruit a group of promising
young scholars, the best of whom would eventually gualify for
faculty apvointments.

I hope to have ready for the consideration of the
Executive Committee in the near future a recommendation for the
School of Humanigtic 3tudies. Our Humanistic group when I came
to the Institute was spread over the subjects of classical arch-e-
ology, the history of art, Persian archaeology and mediaseval
paleography. I do not believe the resources of the Institute are
equal to the adequate support of scholars in so many different
fields. I believe, furthermore, that our policy should be to
strengthen what 1s best and for this reason I am inclined to make
my first recommendation in the field of classical archaeology. I
have frequently ssid to the Board that I hope we might some time
be able to extend our School of Humanistic Studies into the
mediseval and modern fields. Whether that ie feagible with our
present regsources I do not know but it is a subject to whichh I am
giving continual study and on which I am taking the advice of

scholnrs ingide and outside our faculty.
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I am asking Professor Veblen, Chairman of the Committee
on Buildings and Grounds, to make & detailed report on the request
which we have received from Governor Edge to make a contribution
to the Princeton Battlefleld Park. The Trustees will probably
have learned that residents of Princeton Townshlip in the reglon
of the proposed Par) have strongly objected to the originel plans
which contemplated a park of a fairly large ares. Resldents of
that neighborhood fear that a large park inadequately supervised
might become a kind of nicnic ground and a nulsance. They have
made strong representations to Governor Edge that the park should
beof 1limited mresa, that it should be adequately lsndscaped and
superviged nnd th~t everything possible should be done to make
it a dignified memorial to the Battle of Princeton, without
attemoting to include in the Park all the area which was covered
by the nectual battle. My recommendation to the Trustees is that
we ghould take no action at this time in regard to our contribution
to the Park. I belleve, however, that we should eventually make
a contribution and that this should take the form of a gift and
not a sale of land to the State. The Trustees will have received
invitations to the Dedication of the Park on Sunday, October 20th.
I hope as many as find it possible to do so will attend.

In connection with the discussions of the new Institute
houses and the possible contribution of the Institute of land to
the Battlefield Park, certesin friends of the Institute have put
up to me the question as to whether we might be prepsred to make
a contribution to Princeton Townsghip in lieu of taxes. Institute

bulldings, like Fuld Hall and the new houses for members, are free
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of taxation although we do pay taxes on land not immediately
gurrounding these buildings. Our annual tax bill to the Township
is between 82,000 and #2,500 per year. Princeton University
male8a contribution to the Borough of aporoximately $9,500 per
year., Comparing the value of the tax exempt buildings owned by
the University and by the Institute it would seem that $1,000 a
year from us to the Township would be generous in proportion. Any
contribution made by Princeton Universgity or the Institute to the
Borough or Township 1s particularly useful because 1t does not
have to be shared with the County eand State as regulsr taxes are.
I very much hope that the Trustees will consider this gquestlon
seriously end refer the matter either to the rinance Committee or
to the Executive Committee with povwer. The whole guestion is
inevitavly bound up with our stntus under the New Jersey law cover-
ing inheritence taxes and the Trustees may wish to avalt a decislon
on thet metter before taking definite action. The Institute is
entirely dependent on endowment., I think it only reasonable that
we should expect bequests of larger or smaller amounts in the
future from individuesls who are interested in research. Certainly
donors will be deterred from making such bequests if Wwe are com-
pelled to pay a 5% inheriteance tax. The matter seems to me so
important as to affect the entire future of the Institute. I am
informed that we cannot expect definite action or a decision umtil
after the next election and I mention the matter in this report
only that the Trustees may know that it is being anxiously con-
sidered.

FRANK AYDELOTTE
Director
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Dear Hermannt
!hn-nlé;l_tornc on which we have granted leave
of absence to a member of the Faoulty to acocept a
professorship abroad have been leave with helf
salary, That is what Professor Meritt rﬁoeivod
Whanlho ﬁeﬁt to Oiford a8 Eagtman Professor,
Would that be gatlefactory to you for your prOpoaéd
visit to dﬁina’ |

Youre eincerely,

Profegsor Hermann Weyl
Institute for Advanced Study
Princeton, New Jersey
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THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY
SCHOOL OF MATHEMATICS
PRINCETON, NEW JERSEY

October 15, 1946

Dear Frank:

In July I received a letter from our good friend Professor Shiing-
Shen Chern by which he invited me on behalf of the Academia Sinica (the Chi=
nese National Academy) to spend the academic year 1947-1948 in China, if
feasible one term in Peiping and one term in Nanking, and to help them start
work at the newly created Institute of Mathematics of that Academy. I re-
plied that I was disposed to accept on condition that I should obtain the
necessary leave of absence and with certain reservations on account of the
uncertainties of the political situation in China. Subsequent to this cor—
respondence I recently received a cable from the President of the Academia
Sinica, Chu-Chia Hua, with the official invitation from the Academy and the
Ministry of Education of the Chinese National Government; the letter that
was to follow and to specify the terms has not yet arrived.

Before I commit myself any further I should be grateful if you would
ask our Trustees at their next meeting under what terms they are prepared to
grant me leave of absence to go to China for the academic year 19L47-L8. I
hope the door will be left open for my withdrawal should the political situa=-
tion in China become too menacing.

To help in establishing close and friendly relations between this
country and China, and more particularly between the new Chinese research
Institute of Mathematics and our School of Mathematics, appears to me a task
of some significance. Were this not so, I should not easily be persuaded to
interrupt my guiet life and work in Princeton,

Sincerely yours,

gﬁ;ggrank Aydelotte E 5’ fkfgﬁf\
— Chutre (elrN

o /rau/»/‘*p
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