
Treasurer 

rf l!I 1tl ~t ~t * ~ H 

$ff~~~na 
~ !ffkHw4. !l'e£e?p 

~ena 
March 19, 1980. 

Institute for Advanced study 

Princeton , New Jersey 08540 

Dear sirs: 

We've the pleasure to be authorized by Prof . 100- Keng Hua 

to make arrangements for recalling the amount of S10000 which 

had been sent by Academia Sinica to Prof . H. Weyl for his viSit 

to China in 1947 and later deposited with the Treasurer of your 

Institute in trust for the Academia . Herewith we enclose a letter 

wr ttten to you by Prof . Hua for your reference. Now will you 

Please clear this matter and remit the whole sum to our bank 

directly. BeSides , it is more reasonable that the amount shoUld 

be bearing interests sa per a bank deposit so as to make oompen­

sation to the losses it has enduced from the blockade for nearly 

30 years and the devaluation of U. S. dollar. 

Thank you in advance for your aSSistance . 

Sincerely yours , 

Mr . Wang Shu Wen. 

Bank of China, 

City branch Peking. 
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THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY 

PRINCETON, NEW JERSEY 0854<> 

MEMORANDUM TO: Harry Woolf 

FROM: Allen Rowe 

DATE: April 24, 1980 

SUBJECT: China Money. 

According to our records we issued a check to Academia Sinica 
on October 13, 1953. The check number was 3881 and was drawn for 
$10,000. The check cleared in January, 1954. 

It would appear that the records of China Institute of 
Mathematics are incomplete. If you need additional information, 
please let me know. 
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Professor Loo-Ken; Hua 
Institute of Mathematics 
Academia Sinica 
Beijing 
People'a Republic of China 

Dear Professor Hua: 

April 24, 1980 

I have looked into the matter raised in your letter of 4 March 1980. 
I share with you tbe pleasure in the new relationship berween China and 
the United States. As you already know, we have invitad (and paid for) 
several visitors from China. and we hopa that this bridge will grow 
Significantly atronger in the years to come with traffic flowing over 
it in both directiona. 

It pleases me, therefore , to inform you that the specific matter 
you refer to of the money sent to Professor Hermann Weyl, in tae amount 
of $10,000 to enable him to visit China, was returned long ago to the 
Academia Sinica. To be specific, our records show a check, number 3881, 
issued on 13 October 1953 to the Academis Sinica, and the record also 
shows that the check was cleared in January 1954. Thus, it would appear 
that your recorda are either incorrect or incomplete. 

May I alao point out that the letter from Mr. Wang Shu Wen of the 
Bank of China, was inordinately impolite in this matter. In the world 
of academic exchange, which is supported inadequately to begin with, 
to have made a capitalistic request for profit in the form of interest 
payments on monies allegedly retained. and, equally, to request 
compensation for the 8upposed devaluation of currency over time vas, 
to say ths least, inappropriate, especially in view of the fact that 
.m ha .. supported scholars from the People's Republic of China and mean 
to continue to do so at our own expense. 

Sincerely yours, 

Harry Woolf 
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Mr. Wang Shu Wen 
Bank of Chi.na 
City Branch, Peking 
Peking 
People'e Rep_blic of China 

near Mr. Wang Shu Wen: 

April 24, 1980 

Your letter of 19 March 1980, refere to the requeet of Profeaeor 
Loo-lteng Bua for a aUlD of money in the alIOunt of $10,000, which had 
been Mnt by the Academia Sin1ca to Profeesor Hermann Weyl for hie 
visit to China in 1947. Since this visit did not take place the money 
was originally depoeited with the Trea.urer of the Institute for 
Advanced Study. Our recorda show that check number 3881, was issued 
to the Academia Sinica on 13 October 1953 for $10,000. That check was 
cleared in January 1954. It would appear, therefore, that your records 
are either inaccurate or incomplete. Tbe money was returned to you 
over twenty-a even years ago. 

May I take the additional liberty of reminding you that in the 
world of scholarly exchange., an i~dequately supported non-profit 
enterprise if there ever was one, to seek for capitali.t gain in the 
form of interest and compensation for the devaluation of currency i. 
entirely inappropriate. This is especially true since for the paat 
few years we have supported scholars from the People's Republic of China 
as full members of the Institute for Advanced Saudy at our own expense. 

In the hope that thi. provides greater understanding of the merits 
of academic and intellectual exchange, a. well .. the nature and 
proprietiss of international scholarly comity, 1 am, 

Sincerely your., 

Harry Woolf 
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<j:I I'!!I ;f4 ~ 1St If& ~ IiJf ~ PJf 
ACADEMIA SlNlCA 

INSTITUTE OF MA THEMA TICS 
BEIJING, PEOPLE'S REPUBUC OF CHINA 

Treasurer 
Institute for Advanced Study 
Princeton, New Jersey 

Dear Treasurer , 

March 4 , 1980 

In 1951 , I wrote a letter to late Prof . H. Weyl, hoping to 

recall the amount of $ 10 , 000 which the Academia sent to Weyl 

for his visit to China in 1947. In his reply letter , Weyl told 

us that the money had been deposited with the Treasurer of the 

Institute for Advanced Study . He also suggested that we might 

write to you directly . 

The Chinese and American peoples have always been friendly 

to each other . Now the relations between China and the United 

States of America have been normalized , good prospects are in 

store for exchange between our two countries . We hope that the 

frozen fund would be r ecalled . 

Looking forward to hearing you soon . 

With best wishes 

Sincerely yours, 

A~IJj 
Professor L. K. Hua 

PS Since I am very busy , I entrust this matter to Bei jing Branch 

of Chinese Bank to transact . 
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.p 11< A.1*.3Ii ~ IJll ~~* 
<t>~'*~ItJlII:~!gf~PJi 

ACADEMIA SINICA 

INSTITUTE OF MA THEMA TICS 
BEllING , CHlNA 

Treasurer 
Institute for Adva~cea Study 

Princeton • New Jersey 08540 
USA 
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oUIORESS OF1"1C1AL COMMUNICAT1Ot>IS TO 

THE SECRETARY OF STATE 

W.u.ttlHClTON Do D. C. DEPARTMENT OF STATE 
WASHINGTON 

In reply refer to 
!./FE 

Ictol:er 301953 

My dear Mr . Oppenheimerl 

Reference is made to the Department's letter to 
you dated October 20, 1953 regarding the check of 
$10, 000 made to the Academia Sinica for transmission 
through the Government of China . 

The Department has now received a note from the 
Chinese Embassy acknowledging the receipt of the check 
for $10,000. An authenticated copy of the note is en­
closed for your information. 

Sincerely yours, 

? ~ -' Conrad E. Snow 
Assistant Legal Adviser 

Enclosure: 

Authenticated copy 
from Chinese Embassy, 
October 22 , 1953. 

Mr . Robert Oppenheimer , 
Office of the Director, 

The Institute for Advanced Study, 
Princeton, New Jersey . 
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. -. 
No . .. _~. I __ 

lltuit~b ~tat~5 of j\ltt~rita 

DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

Thai the document hereunto annexed ts a true copy from 

tles of thts Department. 

Ifn ustimony 1U1Jereof, /, .. l.QJltLLQ..s1.I>IiJ)JJl...~_ 

Secrelary of Siale, haDe hereunlo cawed Ihe seal of Ihe Deparl­

men! of Siale 10 he affixed and my name suhscrihed hy the Aulhenti­

cation Officer of the said Departmenl, al Ihe city of Washinglon, in 

th D'I 'I .r C I h' Ih ' tlDen tll-nil'l th e IS ftC OJ 0 um ta, IS . . ._________ _ __ . .:.:..:.. __ _ 

By __ t:P~ALc.~f~ 
Authentication Officer, Department of Siate. 

TLT 
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• • r ~ 

The Chlnese mba dor r e te hla 0 m? 1.en s to 

the Seo t ry of t and has the honor to 0 no ledge 

wlth t KS t e reoe l t o f his no e of Octo er 22. 1953 . 

tr 0 lttlng oh k . }Sel, d ted October , 195" from 

t he In 1 te fo r dv noe udy. Prl oeto, e Jer ey, 

1n the ouot of 10,000 e to the orde of the 

A ade 1 lnl0 • hl0 en 8 t he sum re t rned by 

the 8 ld lnst ute to he A de 1 lnl0 for 

m de to r ate sor Herm nn eyl ln 1 6. 

The oheck ls be l n fa rded to the Ao 81010a 

through the inlstry of 0 el Aft ire t Ta lpel . 

Chlnese b s y , 

shingt on , Octo a r 22 , 1953 

TLT 
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-
TV roll r/lIVAn: US[ m ... VOID PAYMEHT OF f'O$TAGL 1!1l1 '''"I. t!! GIVE I--rmiij6~ 

" THROl GH YOUR 
: r,OMMUN TY CHfST - - -. i--_. -

Relurn 10 Dr. lU?b.ert .9ppenh!limerL1![l,~9tor 
(NAM E 0" aDiDa:,,) 

S~'~o:1o~~JJ:::} _ .. I!!§:l!j,:l!~:!;.!'!..fg.r..J\!!Y"JJgJlQ.._S:t;,.1lQ.y-_ ... _ ...... _ .. _ 
RE~.lS'ffRED ARTICLE 

No. - ••• '-1J+J.-~.-i.: 
INSURED PARCEL 

Slale ._ ... !!."!~.~"!."£'!."!.L .. 
No . ... __ _ 
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Form.3S11 
nuv.l~ 

RETURN RECEIPT 
AS-hw 

Recei .. d Jrom the Postmaster the Registered or Insured Arlicle, the original 
number oj which appears on the Jace oj ihi' Card. 

I . _____ . __ . __ ..... _._ .... _ ........ _ ...... _ 
(SI,nlllurt or fllImt qf aJJuuu) 

2 . ___ .. _____ .. __ .. __ ... ______ . __ . ___________ ~ ______________ _ 
(SI,n.lurt 0/ aJJruur', .. cnt- A,tnt .A.ulJ , nttr .JJ,uuc·, nam' on Itnl ONE ok~') 

Date oj delivery _________________ . ____ . _________ • 19 __ _ 

l D- I2<4 2 1 
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IUlQftDa 01'?1C1AL COMMUN1CATIOHS TO 

THE SECRETARY OF STATE 
WAaHIIIQ'TOH 25, D. c . DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

WASHINGTON 

In reply refer to Oc t ob r "0 'Q'~ 
~ 

IV dear Mr. Oppenheimerl 

The receipt is acknowledged of your letter dated 
October 14, 1953 in which you enclosed a check for 
$10,000 made to the Academia Sinica for transmission 
through the Government of China. 

The check is being delivered to the Academia Sinica 
through the Government of China, and when receipt is re­
ceived for its delivery you will be notified. 

Sincerely yours, 

;;:. .. / J.L 
Conrad E. Snow 

Assistant Legal Adviser 

Mr. Robert Oppenheimer, 
Office of the Director, 

The Institute for Advanced study, 
Princeton, New Jersey. 
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14 October 1953 

Your referencel LIFE 

Dear Mr. Snow I 

Thank )IOu f Ir your note of october 12, and for 
transmitting the request of the Chinese Qovernment of 
September 22, 1953 for tho return of the SUJJl of no,ooo 
deposited with the Institute f or Advanced 1'tucly i n trust 
far Prof e ssor leman weyl. 

\:6 are enclosing .. check ade to t.he Academia 
Sinica for tra."UIl11ission through the GoveIU'IISnt of China. 

nr; Conrad E. f'now 
II I'sistant Legal Adviser 
lJepartment of fltate 
\<iashlngton 25, D. C. 

enclosure I Check No. 3881 
in the /ll1Iornt of ~lO,OOO . 

Sincerely yours, 

r obert Oppenheimer 

• 
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ADORa. OP'PlClAL COMMUNlCATtO"" TO 

nil: SECAETAR'V OF STAn 
W~II'GTCN'I n. o. c:. DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

I n r eply r efer to 
L/FE 

My dear Dr . Oppenheimer: 

WASHINGTON 

8o to ber 121953 

Referonce is made to the Department ' s letter of December 21, 
1950 and other corr espondence r elating to the ~10, OOO advanced by 
t he cademia Sinica to Profes~or Hermann ..ley1 which , not having 
been used by Professor Iley1, was placed in trust with the Institute 
for advanced Study. I n your lett er of January 17, 1952 t o Mr. T. L. 
Tsui, Counsel or of the Chinese Embassy, you suggested that the Govern­
ment of the Republic of China t ransmit a formal r equest for t he re­
f und of the sum in question t hrough the Department of State . 

The Department of State has nO\4 received from the Chinese 
Embassy a note , dated September 22 , 1953, concerning this claim. 
In accordance with the wish expressed therein, the Department 
t ransmits herewith a duly authenticated copy of the note . 

Si ncerely yours , 

For the Secretary of State : 

Enclosure : 

~t:L 
Conrad E. Snow 

Assistant Legal Adviser 

Copy of Chinese llote dated 
September 22, 1953 . 

Dr . Robert Oppenheimer , 
Office of the Director , 

The Institute for Advanced Study, 
Princeton, llew Jersey. 
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1 ,... 
No. 00 00 ______ _ 

Buiteb ~tate5 of America 

DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

That the dOCUlllent hereunto annexed ~s a true COPII, lDtth 

oj the ltsted enclosures, oj a note dated 

22, 1953 to the secretary oj State Jrom the Ambassador 

the ortQ~nal oj lDh~ch ts tn the J~les oj the Department 

In bstimong w1}ereof, I, jJ)JtN_10n~_]}JJ.L.L}i;S .. __ 

Secretary of State, haoe hereWlto caused the seal of the Depart­

ment of State 10 he affixed and my name suhscrihed hy the Authenti­

cation Officer of the said Department, at the ciiy of Washingion, in 

the Dislriel of Columhia, ihis _ _._. ____ ...tl.~ __ 

~/~!~;! AdlL4/ 
& Secrdary of Siale. 

By t:£(.hkh J0:._;t. - J __ 
Authentication Officer, n.parlmenl of Siak. 
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The Chlnese Amba sador present. bh oomplaents to 

t he oratarl ot t ate and haa the bonor t o lntorm the 

Seoretary tb t 1n 1946, the cadeala SlDloa, an age noy 

at the Gonrnaent ot the Republlo ot Ch1Da, bad lnylted 

rotes sor Hermann Well at the Inetltute tor AdYanoed tudl 

a t rlnoeton Unlyerelt, to leoture ln Ch1na . A sum ot 

ten tbous d dollars ( 0 ,000), u. . ourrenol, vaa 

ady oed to roteslor Well tor hls ule as trayellng 

expenses and r~uneration tor hls leotures. 

On a ooount ct th ah ge ot the s1tuat ion on the 

aalnland ot China , Prof a lor Well wrote to ask for the 

poetponement of the trlp, vhlah waS tlnall y oanoelled. 

Tbe Aoad .. ia lnloa had theretore asked tor the r eturn ot 

the lionel but the Direotor of the Institute tor AdYQ.noed 

Study at rinaeton Univers ity h d written to say that suoh 

request shOuld be •• de tormalll through the Department at 

t a te . here i enol oaed tor the information ot the 

De partment a oOPl eaoh of the Embassy's letter to the 

Institute 
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, 

- 2 -

Inat1tute and 1ta rep11 thereto. 

!he Aaba ... dor v111 appreo1ate 1t 1t the Beoretar1 

wo~td be goad enOUSh to tran .. 1' th1s 1nformat10n to tbe 

approprlate a"tborUba 1n ol"4llr to enable tho IaaUtute 

tor AdTanoe4 Stul!1 to retlU'ft tho eaid S_ ot 1II0no, to the 

Goyerftllent ot tho Rapub110 of' ChiDa. 

i"olo.ed: 

Oop, oaGb of letters 
aa lIIent10"ed aboY •• 

Chi"." _baa." 
ash1neton, September 22, 195). 

TLT 
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13 October 1953 

Th will your authorization to transfer 
the \Il of 10, 000 ~u are !lOW hold1n~ in trust for 
the /'caclc"lia :l1nica to Prao1dent Chu Chia- tua of the 
Aeaderu.a f'Wca .n Taipeh. 'It.ese funds to 
trans:li tted to t ~cadeoia t! rou tho offie of 
~ r . Conr' • nOW', A c1etant Legal Adviser, De,art­
"lCnt of r tate, -, hin--ton, who in turn will trans.."lit 
the coney to the :ovenn::nt of the epublic of China. 

Th:!s action i3 en in accordanc wi the 
re .uest of th Govern-.ent of t:2 public of China 
throu:;h its • ~sy in ashin,,-ton . ted Sop bcr 22, 1953. 

o rt O'O'~rthoitJcr 

cc: Pr ofessor Weyl 

• 
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J ~ 17, 1952 

I • T.ui: 

1t h 

llr . '1'. L. Tam, Couneolor 
Chine !f1 
aehi n 8, D. c. 

Copi s to: Le!Pl J\d'ri.Mr, Department of State 
Oltloo ot tho f c1eDce Advisor, Department ot State 

Attn. Dr. Ja,ooe 
ProfOSllor Hormann ey1 
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THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY 

Dear Kr. hul. 

OFna OF THE DIRECTOR 

PRINCETON, NEW JERSI:Y 

JUU8l'7 2, 1952 

lour letter of DeoUiber 26th baa OOM 
to the attention of th1e oft1oeJ and in the 
absence of our Director, I should l.1ke to 
aclmovledp and thank you tor it. Dr. ~nhemer 
v1l1 return to the Institute about the 14th ot 
JanU8l'7J and you _,. be eure that your latter 
v111 be held tor hi. attention. 

Mr. T. L. Teul, C01Dl!l9lor 
Chine.. Ihb .. .,. 
Wuhington 8, D. C. 

Sincerely youre, 

Katherine Rus.ell, 
Secretary to the Diree 
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CHINESE EMBASSY 
WASHINGTON 8 . D . C . 

The Treasurer 
The Institute for Advanced 

Study 
Princeton University 
Princeton, Ne,,. Jersey 

Dear Sir : 

December 26, 1951 

We are informed that Professor Hermann Weyl , of the 
University of Chicago, has referred to you the case of 
ten thousand dol18rs ( $10,000) , which was advanced by 
the Academia Sinica of the Republic of China for his trip 
to China . His trip was cancelled, so he is to return the 
money to the Academia Sinica . 

As the Academia Sinica is a branch of the Government 
of the Republic of China which is recognized by the United 
States Government as the Government of China , we are 
instructed by the Ministry of Foreign Affairs to approach 
you with a view to effecting the refund of the above 
amount by Professor Weyl . lYe will therefore appreciate it 
if you will remit the money direct or through the Emba ssy . 

Yours faithfully , 

~~~ --
T .. L . TS~ 

Counselor of I~b~ 
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THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY 
PRINCETON, NEW JERSEY 

Copy : ~rector I s Office 

Professor Loo-Keng Hua 
Academia Simca 
3 Wen Ching 
Ch1eh, Peking, China 

Dear Prof easor ilu.a I 

~ 8, 1951 

This u to ackno1r1edge the ,.,~.~ of yo etter, from 
Peking dated April 15, in which you ° that you bave been 
appointed Director of the Institu tics of the Academia 
G1nica and ask IIle whether I lI'ouJ.d r eturn to the Inati tute 
the advance amount of $10,000 ived from the Acaderrla. 
in 1947. This money hru! b b tbe Treasurer of the 
Institute for Advanced Stu f or the Academia S1n1ca. 
Bu.~ I unders rd to t t on as yo propos would be 
a criminal act under lJJ1;~rct "S:~-1 

I bave 6 ed, and t hat was II10nths ago, in a 
letter from Taipeh b t hu Chia-bua to r eturn the money. 
I t is not f or me t e dispute, and I hope t hat you will 
unders tand t hat unde 0 sent c1rcwilStances I can do nothing 
else but ask the Treasurer of tho Institute for Advanced stucl;y to 
continue to hold in trust f or th cademia Sinic until 
the international situation is cleared. 

:Ibis i9 DIY last year at the Institute and in a fortnight 
I shall move to Ztlr-i.ch , itzerland (aadress: ergs trasse 27) . If 
there is further correspondence on the above matter will you pl se 
address it directly 0 the li"esaurer of tb.., Instit ute for Advanced 
stud;y. 

~th best regards. 

Sincere yours, 

Hermann eyl 
HWcdu 
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THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY 
PRINCETON, NEW JERSEY 

cOPY:~irectorIS Office 

ProfeallOr Y. R. Chao 
Department of Oriental LtJ.ngu.ae;ea 
University of C&l1forn1A 
Berkeley I., CalUornla 

Dear ProfeellOr Chao I 

Iiq 8, 1951 

I P.III very sorry indeed that ad to w eo long for a 
more definite replT than was cont l.tter r oveDller 21, 
1950, to the r~o!lt to rl!llli.t to y ,000 advanco "Which I 
received fro:tI the AC<ldemia Sinica 'l1le directin n-om the 
state Iiopartl:('nt for which we ho t been torthcom.i:Dg. ~t 
in the meantiJlle I have been . a Unl t.d states Illlf, pi"O-
lIlUl.gated IIIOnths Il&o . would I h a transaction as 
Preeident Chu Chia-hua pro s e . C1Ver, I re<:e.'ltlJr received a 
letter :f'rom PeId.ng written the C!DL.tlcian Loo-Kong .aa., wholll 
I know well f1'Oll hi.8 8 / ouple of years ~, Worming 
me that he has bee a ted J.roctor of the Institute of IIt.the-

tics of the !.cad Sini and be alBo requeete lie to return the 
IIOnq to the A Sini n the mainland of China. 

I tirlnk so circUll8tances I can do nothing else 
but uk the 'lrea8Ul'eJ" of our Institute tor vanced tud;y to hold 
the mon(1Y in trust for the !.cade=:ia Sin1ca until th l~e and th 
1Jlternational aitWlt10n have settled the iaau.. If there is i'urther 
correspondence on ths bove lIIlT.ter will you please address it directly 
to the 'lreasurer of the Institute tor AdYanced stu.cJ:'. 

Very siocerel¥ ;your., 

Her.u.nn .eyl 

lllrcdn 
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ADOftIE .. OIF"CIAL COMJroIIUHICA'nOHS TO 

TME SECR.£TARY OF STATE 

WASHINGTON n . D. c. 
DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

WASHINGTON 

December 28 , 1950 

Dear Mrs. Leary: 

I have your letter of December 22 concerning a reply to 
Dr . Oppenheimer ' s inquiry of November 20 on the question of 
the disposition of funds nalv held in trust by t he Institute 
for Advanced Study for tIE cademia Sinica. 

From our files I note trot :cr. Perkins , Deputy Director 
for Chinese Jd'fairs , had replied in a letter dated December 
21 . Yru have pr obably recei ved his letter by thi. s time . 

I trust toot • Perkin ' s conunents are satisfactory. If 
this office can be of further assistance , please do not 
hesitate to colll!!lunicate with us . 

:rs. John D. Leary, 
Aide to the Director , 

Sincerely, 

~ alter • Rudol h 
International Science 

Policy Surve Grrup 

The Institute for dvanced study, 
Princetcn, New Jersey 
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ADCMI:SS O'I'1CIAL COMMUNlCATlONS TO 

THE SECRET .... Ry OF STATE 

W .... HINGTON ItS. D. Co DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

In reply refer to 
LIFE 

My dear Dr . Oppenheimer: 

WASHI!"GTON 

Dc c Jmbe r 21, 1950 

Your l etter of November 20 , 1950 to Dr . Spoehr has been 
referred t o me f or reply. You ask f or the comment s of the 
Department on the propriety of remi ssion by the Institute for 
Adv nced Study of ~lO , OOO to Professor Y. R. Chao in Berkeley, 
California, at t he written request of J&r . Chu Chia- hua as 
President of t he Academia Sinica in Taipei , Formosa, these 
funds having beer held in t rust f or the Academia Sinica by 
the I nsti t ute s ince 1947. 

This is a matter in Tlhich the Department is not in a posi­
t ion to advise you since any conflicting claims to the money 
would , of course , have to be adjudicated by the courts . In 
the recent case of Bank of China v . 7ells Fargo Bank and Union 
Trust Company, 92 F. Supp. 920, a Unit ed States District Court 
in Califor nia held that a deposit in the defendant bank would 
not be turned over f or t he present eit her t o the management of 
the Bank of China controlled by the Chinese Communist authori­
ties or to the management cont rolled by t he Chinese National 
Government . 

It appears th t your problem is one in regard to which 
you may well wish t o consult a private attorney. 

Sincerely yours , 

Dr. Robert Op nheimer , 
Office of the Director, 

r oy • Perk::'ns 
ector for Chinese Affairs 

The Institute or dvanced Study, 
r inceton, _;e\7 Jersey-. 
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Nova~ber 22 , 1950 

In the abMllce or Dr. Spo • I 8lJI acknOl'llec:lgj.na 
the reoe1pt or JOur lettv or ovember 20 requesting 
the c~ts ~d acbice of the neputlllent or state on 
the disposit1en or tund8 whiob tt. Inetitute ot 
dvanced stUC\;y holda ill tNS't. tf1l' tlw ACId Siniaa. 

I lla ve passed &len. your 1nq<.li17 to . .;.;r . '1'1'0)' L. 
Perkins, Office ot OIin •• e C£aire, with the request 
that he COIIIIIUllicate wi't.h )'ou d1rect~. I BIll lure that 

• Perlc1ns wi 11 be helpM. 

Please do not heeitate to Clall ·upon t.b1s oruce 
it it can b. ot further assillt&n08. 

• Robert. OppenheiM", 
orfice or tile Director, 

Sinoue1,y YO'lrs. 

alter • Rudolph 
InternatiClllal Science 

oUc:;t Sur'ftT Group 

Institute tor Advanced Stwv, 
Pr1nceton, II ... Jar_v 
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December 22, 1950 

Dear Dr . udolphl 

The question of the disposition of the fund nov held in 
t=st by the Institute for dvanced Study for the Academia Sinica vas brought 
to Dr. Spoehr ' s attent ion by Dr. Oppenheimer in a letter of November 20th. 

e underst ood from your l etter of November 22nd that t he inquiry lIIlB referred 
to • Troy L . Perid.Jw. Do you kno ... whether it vill be possible to get any 
co ents on this matter in the ncar future' I believe t hat Dr . Oppenheimer 
would feel , if be does not hear from the Department of State, that be cannot 
do anything but encourage Professor eyl, for whom the f unds were originally 
intended, to relllit t he money to the Taipeh branch of t he Ac dema Sinica . 

Dr . Walter M. hudo~h 
Interna t ional Science Poliey 

Survey Croup 
Department of s t to 

&shington, D. C. 

Yours sincerely, 

(Mrs. John D. Leary) 
Aide t o the rector 

~py: Pr ofessor ',veyl - I think Dr. Oppenheimer ,dshes to wai t a while 
to see if we r eceive a r eply . 
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A~ISII Of'l"IClA.1. COMNUNlCATlCllNS TO 

THE SECRETA.R Y O F STATE 

W"RUNCJTON 25, D. r:. DEPARTMENT OF STATE 
WASHINGTON 

~ov3~ber 2~ , 1950 

Dear Dr . Oppenheimer: 

In the absence of Dr. Spoehr, I am acknowledging 
the receipt of your letter of November 20 requesting 
the comments and advice of the Department of state on 
the disposition of funds which the Institute of 
.w.vanced study holds in trust for the Academia Sinica . 

I have passed along your inquiry to Mr. Troy L. 
Perkins, Office of Chinese Af fairs . with the request 
that he cOlIDllunicate with you directly. I am sure that 
1!r . Perkins will be helpful. 

Please do not hesitate to call upon this office 
if it can be of further assistance. 

Dr . Robert Oppenheimer. 
Office of the Director, 

Sincerely yours , 

walter Y. Rudolph 
International Science 
Policy Survey Group 

Institute for Advanced Study, 
Princeton, New Jersey 

.I" J v 

---- ) Il 

..) ifl 

~ 
/' ). I 

/ 

... > J 

/ 

J 
I 
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llav ib r 20, 1950 
I 

D ar Dr. Spoehr: 

You wore kind enough to or er to obt ain t ho co nta 
advice or t he Dep ont of tat e wit h reg rd to the roper dis-

position of !\lode which the !n:Jtitute for anced "tudy hold in trust . 
Th e funia ware rami t t o the loot! tut in 19L7 . t t hat time the 

cadamia ':in co d nvited rot Bsor I:armmm 01'1 ot the Inat1tuto or 
Advanced Study- to visi China and iva a erie of lecturos at various 
ani V91'8i ti • Tho tunc! .are rl!lll:l. t ad to us in oroor \.0 '!e I'rofe:30or 
Woy1' s trip possible . It turnod out that rote ~or ey1 could not go to 
China lit that t ; b t. it wa understood that ho IIlight ko tho trip 
1 tor, and the Institute to hold t h funds in trust until su ch 
t imo as he had Dead of t ofessor 071 has not one t o China, and 
haa DO pr a"ent ntfln t ion of goi~ . 

On August 31 , 1950 a letter was dros ad to Profe9!lOr 
oyl fran Chu Chi - hua, 91(;ned as esident of tho Ac dema <;inica in 

Ta1poh, Fo osa. T i s lett er states t hat 1 t i now "unwiso to gi va our 
cardinal i nvitation t o you at presont" , snd asks t hat tba 10, 000 be 
r ttod to Professor Y. R. Chao, 1059 Cr nt Avenuo , BarkelO1', Cali.fornia, 
Profpasor Chao is a r search fellow of the Academia <"inioa, and he is a 
profaaaor at tho Un1 raity- of lifornia . Prof essor • yl has boen visod 
to co ly wit h the raquect by Profassor Chern, now at t he. Unl v raityof 
ChicA6Q, whom the Institut e brought out of I~g ehortly bofo it f all 
last :year . Profes~or .ayl had earlior boen adviaad by Dr . L. K. Hua, 
writing from Urbana, illinois, that only two of the ourteon ectiona of 
t hll Aced a Slnloa roved !'rom the mainland of China to Fort:lOea. One of 
t hd tWo ia eppar ntly th action on thematics with which he is directly 
cone mad. 

Tho Inst i t ute would be rate ul for any COCllll nts or 
advico that t Departmont can furnie h as t o the pr riety of r em1ttine t ho 
Academ a ~Unioa' s f'unde to fes sor Chao . We are of course de i roue of 
not being hald accountable at 01:10 l a ter data to t he cadomia which has 
ro!l!.Inneci in China and ie prasumably reeponsive to t he communist goverment. 
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cting without advice from tho Depart. e t, I ehauld DC')ura e rrofossor 
'l'{eyl to roci t tho CIOney to Prof ssar Chao and reccgnise the authorttyaf 
th Taipeh branch of tho ACaQom1 a intca as responsive to tho Chinese 
Government which e rococnize. 

Dr. I!.. hI" 
"'danco DiviJiaD 
Do art t of ~te 
1( abi ton 25, D. C. 

inc rely yours , 

Fob rt Oppe a1 
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COPY THE UNIVERSITY OF CHICAGO 

Chicago 37 , Illinois 

Department of Mathematics 

Professor H. Weyl 
Institute for Advanced Study 
Princeton, New Jersey 

Dear Professor Weyl : 

November 17 , 1950 

I am very grateful for your letter of November 14 and the 
considerations you are going to give to the appl ication of Wu Wen- Tsun. 

As for the requests by Dr . Chu Chia- hua and Dr. Y. R. Chao 
on the remittance of the money of the Academia Sinica now at your dis­
posal, I think they are legitimate so long as we recognize the Nationalist 
Government in Formosa . Perhaps the simplest thing for you to do is to 
comply with their request, although I have always wished that the money 
could be spent on Chinese mathematics . Dr . Chao is a very respectable 
and remarkable man. He was associated with the Academia Sinica before 
the war, but has been in this country for more than ten years . For long 
time he has handled funds for the Academia . He is one of the leading 
Chinese philologists and is now professor in the Department of Oriental 
Languages at Berkeley. He got his Ph. D. degree from Cornell in Logic 
(in the early 20th) and must therefore be acquainted with your work on logic 
and philosophy. 

With best regards , 

Ever yours , 

(s) S. S. Chern 
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COPY 

Professor Hermann Weyl 

ACADEMIA SINICA 

Taiwan China 

115 Section 1, 
East He-ping Road, 
Taipeh, Formosa. 

August 31, 1950. 

The Institute for Advanced Study 
Princeton, New Jersey 
U. S. A. 

Dear Professor Weyl ~ 

After the late Prof. A. Pen- Tung Sah wrote to you in March 
1947 , we always hoped that the situation in China would soon be better 
so that we would have the honour to welcome you in Nanking . But things 
became quite opposite to what we had expected. Nanking was occupied 
by the communists last year and this institution had to leave Nanking 
for Taipeh temporarily. The Institute of Mathematics was removed to 
Taipeh jost after Dr . Chern l eft Nanking for America. I think Dr . Chern 
had told you what we had happened. 

It seems to us unwise to give our cardinal invitation to 
you at present. Now for the sake of urgent need of this institution, 
I wish to ask a favour of you to remit the money, which we remitted 
to you in 1947, to Prof. Y. R. Chao, a Research Fellow of this institu­
tion, whose address is as fol lows : 

Prof . Y. R. Chao 
1059 Cragmont Avenue 
Berkeley 8, 
California, U.S. A. 

We hope peace in Far East will soon be restored and you 
will receive our hearty welcome in Nanking in near future . 

With best wishes, 

Very sincerely yours , 

(s) Chu Chia- hua 
President 
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COpy 

Professor Hermann Weyl 
Department of Mathematics 
Universi~ of Chicago 
Chicago, Illinois 

Dear Professor Weyl: 

Department of Oriental Languages 
University of California 
Berkeley 4, California 
October 2, 1950 

I have received a letter from President Chu Chia-hua of Academia Sinica, 
dated Taipeh, September 15, 1950, stating that he regrets that your visit 
to China did not materialize owing to unsettled conditions and requested 
me to receive and hold for the Academia the refund of the $10,000 advance 
which he is requesting you to remit to me. I am writing to him that I 
should be glad to take care of this fund, as I am handling other funds 
of the Academia, of which I am a member. 

Allow me to take this opportuni~ to express rrr:f special regards to you, 
as I did lI1If undergraduate work in mathematics and rrr:f graduate work in 
philosophy of science, although I am now a linguist. I have recently 
finished reading your PhilosopJv of Mathematics and natural Science and 
derived much benefit from it. 

Very sincerely yours, 

(s) Y.R. Chao 
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COPY 

Professor Hermann Weyl 
Institute for Advanced Study 
Princeton, N. J . 

Dear Professor Weyl: 

1059 Cragmont Avenue 
Berkeley 8, California 

November 18, 1950 

Enclosed please find copy of letter I wrote to you on October 2. I 
have since learned that you were in Princeton and so am not sure that 
my previous letter reached you. 

Hoping to hear from you in the near future. I am 

Very sincerely yours, 

(s) Y.R. Chao 
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COPY 

Dear Professor Weyl: 

December 23, 1949 

Department of I.!athematics 
University of Illinois 
Urbana, Illinois 

At the moment I decide to go back to China, I have to express 
~ deep appreciation of your kindness which you extended to me, when I 
am in U. S.A. 

The most regrettable thing is that the Chinese mathematicians 
did not have the luck to get your wide inspiration. But I dare to say 
that the Chinese communists welcome you as well as the nationalists, 
since according to our tradition, we always respect scholars . 

Perhaps you knew alrea~ that the math. Institute of Chinese 
Acade~ was moved to Formosa by Chiany and Chern . With the institute of 
history which was headed by a "war criminal" , these are the only two 
among the 16 institutes of Chinese Acad~ which moved to Formosa. If we 
can get the consent of communist government, we shall start all over again. 
Any help will be appreciated by Chinese mathematicians . 

I got letters from Tuan and Ming very often, they all asked me 
to give their regards to you. 

With all ~ best wishes, 

Yours respectfully, 

(s) L.K. Hua 

P.S . Regards to Professors Siegel and Selberg. 

L. K.H. 
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COPY THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANClll STUDY 

Office of the Treasurer 
125 Park Avenue 

New York, N.Y. 

Professor Hermann Weyl 
The Institute for Advanced study 
Princeton, New Jersey 

Dear Professor Weyl : 

April ll, 1947 

Sincere apologies for this somewhat tarqy reply to your 
letter of March 28, 1947 regarding the $10,000 advanced by the 
Academia Sinica. 

Mr. Maass and I both approve the depositing of this money 
in the Institute's accounts, which sum will be held strictly "in trust" 
for whatever purposes or use the Academy ms:y direct for its withdrawal 
and we will cheerfully act as custodian of this sum until such time 
as its disposition will be authorized. 

We have accordingly requested Miss Miller to forward the 
check of $10,000 which she is holding, 80 that we ms:y deposit same at 
once . 

Yours Sincerely, 

(s) S.D. Leidesdorf 
Treasurer 
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Chern told Weyl that the Academia Sinica 
branch in Formosa might ask Weyl to spend 
a portion of the $10,000 (attached letters) 
to defray the travel expenses of Chinese 
students coming to the U. S. from Formosa. 
Wuyl told Chern he would probably consent to 
do this if it came up. 

This is just for information. 
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THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY 

Samuel D. Leidesdorf , Esq. 
125 Park Avenue 
New York 17, New York 

Dear Mr. leidesdorf : 

PRINCETON, NEW JERSEY 

March 28 , 1947 

As you may remember , I was invited to spend the e t academic year in 
China lecturing on mathematics in various universitie. It now seems that 
for reasons connected with my wife 's health and e of unsettled con-
di tions in China it would not be wise to accep a tion though the 
Board of Trustees of the Institute very kin anted ave of absence 
to do so . MearrNhile the Academia Sinica b ey rece1ved my reply, 
forwarded to me a remittance of $10, 000 dollars) in payment of 
our expenses to China. I should be grat u as Treasurer of the 
Insti tute would be willing to take charge is sum of money, holding 
it subject to my instructions . If I should go to China, I 
should, of course, want to use it f If I do not go, it is 
just possible that I may suggest a ema Sinica that they allow 
me to use this money in payment 0 ses of Chinese scholars in 
the United States . If neit f s should prove feasible, I 
shall, of return the money to the Academia 
Sinica. 

I should be very gra: ou would be willing to take charge of 
the sum. I hesitate to pI in my o;vn bank account for the reason that 
in the remote possibility of something happening to me, it might be difficult 
to see that this money was used in the proper way or disposed of in accordance 
with the wishes of the Academia Sinica. 

Dr. Aydelotte ventured to say that he was quite sure that you would be 
willing to act as custodian of the fund . I have meanwhile deposited the check 
with Miss Miller and if you are willing to take charge of it I shall ask her 
to dispose of it in any way you suggest, either depositing it in the bank in 
Princeton or forwarding it to you for deposit in the bank in New York . 

Yours sincerely, 

/s/ Hermann .Ieyl 
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THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY 
PRINCETON, NEW JERSEY 

OFl'lCE OF THE DUlECTOa 

Dr. Chu Chia-Hua 
President of the Academia Sinica 
Nanking, China 

UY dear Dr . Chu : 

March 27, 1947 

Professor t received a 
remittance of $10, 000 from the Academia S· ·ca for h e in case he 
is able to accept their invitation to g~. eo.. lectur on mathematics 
in China. !.Irs • . Ieyl has been verJ i i s not at all certain 
that Professor ,Ieyl will be able to o . . ew of this uncertainty, 
Professor ,Ieyl has turned over this $1 0 the Institute for 
Advanced Study to be held subje tructions . I wish here-
wi th to send you a formal aclrn" g n e receipt of this 
amount of money. ~Ie shall ho it sub e to Professor Weyl ' s 
instructions, either for his e for a trip to China or for 
any other purpose which . . ca may designate . If 
Professor Weyl is unab a and if no suitable proposal 
for the expenditure 0 ds presents itself, we shall, of 
course, be glad to re ney to any source which you may 
d~signate o 

Believe me , 

Yours very sincerely, 

/s/ Frank Aydelotte 
Director 
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For Dr . Aydelotte 
Miss Miller 

Translation of a paragraph of German letter cf !larch 26/47 from H.Weyl to 

Dr . Chu Chia- Hua 
President of the Academia Sinica 
Minister of Education 
Nanking, China 

Day before yesterday I notified you by cable of the receipt of 

the funds sent me through the Chinese Embassy in Paris . I have deposited 

this sum with the Treasurer of our Institute . So it will remain available 

to the Academia Sinica in case I can make no use of it . You will receive 

a communication about it fro~ our Direotor, Dr. Aydelotte. 

-
~ G, 
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Saauel P. ! ~la.s4ort, r~ • 
1:'5 P, . t'1! ,I.",nu. 
"r.: 'to"- 17, " .. " York 

n~!11" I·' T" _ 1.,,11 nd" rfl 

m '.Ion . '" "","'lib!!'!", I 1l~' In.1 t ot! to spen" th • . ne:rt 
ft , :11 .. 10 1" ',r In CM!'", l'otu!"lna Oft IIJlth''lrnt101 1n "or" us 

\1n1 . .. :'(; \ t1 I': /I. It rIC\! Ifll!!!' t h .",t tor r !'n l nl 0,, "",0'«4 yUh 
a, ..,11',,', h .. 'l.th 1lw.1 bM 'A I';> of QD .. tU~ Ot'n"lU~nl 1n China 
it ,"u11 n. to be v1u t n 0.0 "Pt th l l1 1 :w~ t " ',\n ,t"~ '.1£11 the 
"' C! ' !'" -:1' ~u .:' ,, "', oT t~" .. !n ~t ~ u t I" 'ft" Y' , H 'l' r C'l' I\ t t"t! 1111 
1 t~ V ')f :th".na. t!" d~ :10. M ... ~~ 1.1t t~(· 'I.e:; lro1a O!nlea 
h flt'o r t' t~., : ' ~ " ' '':'''''' '' e:, Nt" 1y . r"J"\/ f.'.r-1 !'C! t n' ::'Ie I! " I!I!. tt '\noe 
of " 10 ,ON l ( ,l31>"!".1C_ !"I 1!'l1!. r ) 1n p:l.!I!I~nt ,, 1' r <')'"P~n ~ee 
to (!~! 1"11 . r e!':7.111! br. ~t ... !>.' ! H' =- .. r~B '!'rn ," !Ju !" t"r of t he 
In lt t1 ;." ':" ' J el l:,:, v 1.11!"'· t t (OJ oh l ["" ~~ ... ~ !! ~ TJ!! or 
IMr. p," , , 'l ·M !.~ !.t IIU j Pot t., 'l!'1 tea rueU"nll. 11' ';1 i~n:r ohr.noe 
I . h .Y 1 ~ .. to Gh1 Q , I :I \(~u ' ·, ot e OI,/ l"lI f ' , \( fit t , H Olt it tor 
ISP n ~ " II . If I do not 0 , 1t 1a JU ilt p"'lI .. !b'!. ~ - t, 1 !I!i:(1 
ISll .' ' '' to LO th " Ow "1~ l nl04 t h ~ t t~~J n l I) iT. • tn U31! t h l. 
!!l.,n~,. 1 :> .!mf'nt of t ,. ~-q,""I'H' of r.h l l"1·"f; o?\..,l ,- -o 112 t h e 
Un t .il "I t . t. .. c _ It' n~1 :'h tT' of t hg!\ . UJr ll IIh.,u , d ~rc) '~e t~ ~~dbl., 
J 1I ~."l l, of CO . T !lG , \f::.!'lt to r ~ .t" t'~ t yell to r~t\J M\ the 11»1'1 '" to 
t~p. Ae ~~~m1~ 51r.l0 • 

i n .. Al ~ 'b8 " ""Y el'" v r" l 1 f y .... U ;,T" .1d l ~ v i ' l1!1! to 
t }: t .. t:. !'e~ or t "lfll lua. I hfll!!1 t · u t o r;1 "' ''11 1 t ! n .,. OlIn bnnk 
;lOrl Ount tor t . p :" t'c. . n t ~, t 1n t he !"f:'lIIote 'Ooco1 bi l l t1 of 
IOt!l ~t l" t .n ha-ppen.In, 10 Ill!. it .le ht. h .. " 1ttloult t o I!e~ \h"!lt 
t l !1 mon., Va' u,~ ln t he prop~r Y~1 or d1 ~ Q'l!d ot 1ft AOoordan •• 
v I t h t .• 1.'18htlll ot t :hl! Ot4'~_la 1\1nloa. 

1'1". A~"lotte .,.nt'u ,,.d to allY t h o t h .. \fila (~ ' l 1t l' Durn thll t 
~ 'l ' \ \I() 'll~ hI! wi11! r.1I' t o not 411 oulto" 2.en of t '1 l' r Ind. I ~_.,~ 
;p - r.u~ 2. 1 @ dlr o Alt!d- t "le eh .. ck v~ th .~ la Q ~1 lOr ~~~ if ~u ~re 
vi l ! r~ to t ~~r. oh~r~e of It I oh~ll ~ ~k hFr t~ 1 11!~ ~4 of It 
11" :1:: '~ ,. ,0' ) lue!'.'" t!'1t~:.~ d.r .od t\n~ tt in thl' ba.nlt 1ft 
Prl~e~ton OP forwAr11ns it to y~u f or Oe~~.1t in t~8 ban~ In 
"to'" Yort . 

c.o ", J 
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: "J "r:'" ~" I' l a f "" :I'00~ 1 ~c'~ t"~"'lB-i1glll~n t 0:- t !':" 'r'c o~!. t, t ot 
t - t" (~~,..H~t o f Il\on ~::,· . \. I,J. ,;.h{l.11 h() l~ 1 t 'I · ~'j ,.~ t t " 
: " ~..,r fl.l'l a.f)l~ ~ ~!'& ~n:tt· .. ot ! -Ino. E1~h~T ! , t ' ;-r1 tt n ·m 
""""!D~" r."' 4 r' !o!'" a trt-, '- ~ t o' ~rJ.!\. or f or -. 'r!, 4)t ~'t ;f~ t~O·~~ 

-1 n r: thf' "Orl. fI:lle. "l~n1o& ~. ~ eelr;:'i:;; tft. H'. 1'l"o~(!na01' 
::. , 1 111 lIn' .. 111. t o .~o to Ohlna on(! if no jJ" ~ t bl. 
,. !'" 1 '" "''''';tl !'0>1'- ~h. ~:t:pen ~1 tl:""~ ~f t !~ .. ~ " f't nf!a . :--0!l~n t ~ 
1. t ..... i f. "'8 IIhn 1, or '} ",!..I T",J fo , "VI) el r>.:l tr) r "'\".urn 'he Ifl" n!!y 
to •• I\~' a r- troe ';/ ah Y'111 ' IflfJ.Y <iftI91e,:n' teo 

I. 

F,.. n~ "'~elotte 
P!.r ' lltor 

"' \ <1 r r-\, \ \ ... ..-
( ,J,,, ' \ 
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Re ; 10 ,000 sent to Prof, 'Ieyl 

Letter loes t o 

His Excellency Dr. Chu Chia-Hua 

l:lnlster of !i.:ducatlon 

t Imklng, China 

'RO ::.3 OR I't'E YL ASKS THAT TFS L"ST _R Br GIV'" 0 HI M SO ThAT HE 
CAN ALSO HAVE SOW: CHIWSE 'aITTEN TO GO 'lITH I T. 

BAM 3/ '2.6/ 47 

ANE : I lI.AY NEED T'IO COPES OF ALL OF T IS 
CORRr.: SPO Dr.: CE. 

• 
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Dear Frank : 

THE I NSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY 

SCHOOL or MATHEMATICS 

PRINCETON, NEW JERSEY 

February 12, 1947 

This is to notliy you that I have declined 

the invitation to China for the year 1947- 48 . That 

autollatically cancels my application f or leave of ab­

sence for that year. 

I ,fish to take this opportunity to thank 

you and the Trustees f or the generous t erms on which 

they vlere mlll"g to grant me leave of absence for my 

visit to China . 

Sincerely yours, 

Dr . Frank Aydelotte 
Institute for Advanced study 
HVl :GB 

lIermann Weyl 
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, 

'rot •• soP Beraann •• ,1 
Inat1!tut. tor Ad ... ", Bt\a4J 
PrInceton, ".w 3.'1'1.' 

Dil l' Ht>f'1IItUln t 

h I laid to you 1 nf01'll!l1ly I the Be r<l ot TN.' ••• 
ot tnt t onI tLl e a t \adr IIlel1q 01'1 OQ\one .. 18th apPI"O't14 
my- recom~endatloft th. t 'au anould he ~~n tae l ~ ~T' of 
abe t>nc. to t o to Ohln$ ne~ ye_r tt 1~ turns out that lOU 
.. ieh to do so . "!.te BOa tlae propona th-t you' be g1".n 
II. 'tIlT ' a 1""'8 o~ II.baeno. vi t.n 1'u 1 !J1L1 ~.ry, ~Il ttl the 
un"f!'r.t ·~ ncl1ng tnat you :r -tll!"n to the In.tl tute a n,y relllUft.l'aUoa 
YOIl mg,y read .... f)oQII the Ohln"(l1I! OOV"l'"nlDPnt _mInu. yur ' 
tr~n8portatlon .xpenl.l . '8 all of U9 hate t he 1de4 bt 
t'.a vl nS you .&W..,. tor 8. "par but rea11z1 t nllt yo,ur pretenoe 
InOnll'1ft would 40 a grh t dp lFo l t o trpr'!1'l1 trte Intlu no. ot 
the In,tULlt •• 

lfa.rme At oon " tul tiona on 10 r el"oUon to all these 
learned 1001et1eo. I hope you wIl ' s lye me tne details. 

Iura elnoel'Ply • 

• 

FAIJ8J' 

OOP1 \0 111 •• lI111e1" 

\ 

, 

( 
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MINUTES OF P£GULA ... ;" II.EETING Ot' 

THE BOAIlD OF TR0S~EES OF 

TrlE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUD: 

OCTOBER 18, 1946 

A regular meeting of the Trustees of the Institute fo~ 

Ad ranced Study \"as held in Fuld. Hall, Prinoeton, New Jersey on 

Friday, Octobe~ 18, 1946 at 12:30 P . M. 

PRES~NT : lo1ess1's. Aydelotte, Bamberger, Fulton, 

Lei-ieadorf, Maass , Schaap, Strauss, VE-blen and 'Ieed . 

ABSE-'T AND EXCUSED : I·fessrs . Douglas, Lehman, Le''Iis, 

Kee, Rosem~ald and Wolman. 

The minutps of the annual meeting of the Members of the 

Corporation and of the regula~ raeeti:1g of the Soard of Trustees 

held Kay 23, 1946 having been distributed, their readJ ng "as 

dispensed wi th ar.d the minute s were approved \'1i tb.. the following 

cor~ections: On page 1, lines 19 a:1d 21 and on page 2, line 2 of 

the r;linutes of tb..e annual meetir.g read "Hertert R. " fcr "Judge ." 

On paGe 7 , line 3 of the minutes of tb..e regular meeting of the 

Board of Trustees, read "sulary" for I:ctipend ." 

On motion of Dr . Fulton, stconded by Mr . Stl'f'USS e.nd 

unanimouslr carriE-d, the actions of tl~e Executi n' Committee e.s 

recorded in the minutes of the meeting of August 21, 1946 \.'ere 

approved. Tbere "as no furthe::' reDa~t fi'O~·. the Executive Com­

mittE'e . 

The TrEasurer, M:;.' . LeidEsdorf, informpd 1;:le TrUt,tees 

thp.t the audit of accounts far tl:.e ;-.ext 9.cnde:nic Y?!'.l' v:ould be 

mailfd in fl. fe\-1 ".'ee]~s' time. 
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Professor Veblen presented the fo:llO\;ing brief report 

for t~e Committee on Builcir.gs and Grounds: 

The Trustees \~ill have read in the minutes of the 

Executive Committee for August 21, 1946 of the steps t~:en during 

t,le sum;ner to purchase surplus Government housing a t ~ineville, 

Ns\~ Yor::, an':' to proviie for its trar,sportation and re-erection 

on !nsti tute land . Since that time eevel'f:.l carloads of housee r .avp 

ar!'ived ir P::'i:-:cetor: a:1d one t\~o-family house is ne&r1ng completion . 

It ~s :':l0T-ed t!lat t:le hO'l SI'S ;'1::'1 be reauy for occupancy by C:,ristmas 

a.l" that ~'i thin ten G.a~'s or so \1e "'ill be able to proviue f ·:>r t1;,O 

fa:niliea uho h&ve been Role to fi'1'"- only ~he most ten:po:-ary quarters . 

The Institute has tN:er. no act~on in c:>nnection .'itl; a gift 

of land to the Stllte of ~e~! J<;;rse:r for "';;hE' P::,incet"n Eat"';;lefield 

Parl~ . The S~",te of Neu .7erse:i r..as ar-pr::lpr1ated $11)0,000 tOiTA.rds 

t"i sPa!'}: and \,ill probably use nenrly one h".lf of thi s sum -:;0 

acquire the :11'.::'e property '"'inch 1s the section of land of greates t 

h1storicE\1 sign1ficance since it cor. tains the origiral house in 

'Thict Gen~rfll I·;ercer died . Tl:e residents of tte area originally 

designated for the Pnrk, ":hoGe hOGl€S a'1d pro!1Frties pre vi t'\ll~ 

e.f~fcted, h"1.':e exerted considerable p::'eGsure on t~le BtatE to rE'c1uce 

the size of the PA.rk . This the StA.te ~RS done . In this CO'1fiE'ction, 

1 t \las noted th'l.t ? . C. l;ax\~E'll ex;:>ects to c'Jntr1bute f1ve- ei Lhths 

of Eln I'1.cre to tte nre:J. of the Par~~. T:le forml'l dE'dic!'.t:on o~ the 

Park .,111 tnke pllu;e on Sunday efterno .:l!1 , October 20, 19lL6, ar.-i any 

7ruBtees ':!ho f1nd l. t convE'nier.t to GO so Rr o cordin.lly lnv1 ted to 
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attend. It has been impressed upon the sperucers that it would 

be advi~able to m~~e no mention of any possible gift of land from 

the Institute for Advanced Study on this occasion . 

Mr. 14aass read a lett er of October 13 , 1946 from 1-'.r. 

:!enry Allen 1·10e submitting his resignation as Trustee of the 

Institute . After brief discuss i on , members of the Board agreed 

~hat no course remained other than to accept Mr . Moe 's resignation 

ar.d it Was moved , seconded and unanimously carri ed that a letter 

1~f< \-rri tten to Mr. 140e the.nking him for tis services tu the Institute 

(.': r ing the period of his Trusteeship. nnd expressing the sincere 

regret ,:hich the Board feels in r.ccepting hi s resignation . 

With t~1e agreement of the BonN , !~r. Manss apPointl'd 

Le~:is L. Strp,uss :0 the Chalrmftnship of t!"e Selee tion (1ommi t tee 

to r ecommend 1'. successor to the DirEctor. thus fill i nfj ttl" vac?.ncy 

crfnte<i by the resignl'ltion o~ Nr . ~oe. T~e other mem'.)ers of the 

Oommi ttee are : 14essrs . Aydelotte , D01~F":!.f!S, Fulton, Le~<iE sdorf , 

141'-"ss "nel Schaap. As Chairman of this Committee. It.r . Strp.uss 

expressed the desire th".t Dr . Weed be p.cLc1ed to Tile !Tatter 

was referred to l>'.r. Strauss 1'lith po'·re~' and ,·rns left for discussion 

bet\'reen the indi';iduals concerned. 

( The Director read to the boo.rd. a letter from Prof'?ssor 

lIerm'!n:1 ~leyl, dated October 15. 1<;>46, requegti:1g leav'S of a-osence 

in order to ,-,ccey"; the invi tn tion of the A::ndernin Sinl ca to spend 

the academi,. yea::- 1947-1945 assisting the Academy in ope:1i:1g the 

ne~rly created. I nstitute of Mnthem'.l.t ic3 . Profes30:' ,ley:' recsived 

this invit!l~ion from the Academy and the Ministry of EducRtion 
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of tho? Ct>..inese Na'ui cnll.::' GovcrTJlIer.t at tl'_e instance of Professor 

Shiing-Shen Cher~, a 1eaiin5 Cr..in€se mathematician who recen'uly 

spent tro ye£rs a'u the Institute. Iilis proposed visit of Professor 

:leyl ' s to China '.Iill do much to establisI: close nne. friendly 

relations ~Tl th the Uni ted States and to lay foun<lct1ons for futu:'"e 

rf'search 1n i.1gh,,1' rr.a hematics in Chin,". . 

After <lisc'lsRion in ~Thich tl-}c~ Eau ~thic;1 Professor Weyl ' s 

ab&ence from the Insti tute ;'ould CI'f"'.;e Wl'.s clearly recognized, 

1;; ~T~.S mC7e;:;', secondel end un!'.n1mo'.lslv carr~ed t::f'.t P:':)f"ssor \,leyl 

1:'e €r~nted !'. ye''1.1'' s lef'.ve of 1'-bs"nce "'i th full unlary , r l'ltl tr::tns­

p0rto_tion expens"lol, l"'sEi any N'":lUn€ r~v1 on \lhlcl:1 'L~ may receive frof.1 

tl:e Ohines" Gove~'nrr.en t, in order to nccept the L'vi t,,'uion ·Jf the 

Academia S1nicr'. for the [,_caderr.ic yfa.r 1S'47- 194S . 

Tl-}e ::)1~cctor T'r·esented. '.;he' request of Pl'ofessC'r :1.o'bert B. 

Warren for lenv>? of l'_'uElence fr::>m Cctober 15, 1946 until Decen.ber 

31 , 194£; to 1'-ssist Dr . Edwin G. Nourse, Chail'D"'?n of th" C.:)Uncl1 of 

Econom1c Advisers to the President., in oriSnnizinr; anI startir,g his 

burenu . T!11s re"'.uest has the a.1Jprov .... l of Profedsors St~\\.'trt and 

Riefler nnd the duties of the aseie:nment~.re closely l'pb.ted to 

the invE sti f',l'. ti::>ns in money nni ben:ting in ~1j-.ich Profes sor \'!['.rren 

is now en:~ced nt the Institute. 

AftEr brief discussion, it "IRS movfd, s r conded I1.nd 

c"rried t~f't Proffssor Warr en be cranted lecve o~ ebsence from 

Octo;,e r 15, 1946 to December ;1, lSl4S on fl111 snlE'.ry Hith the 

underGt~ndinr; th1'.t he 1."CC€ot 11.ny remu;1prntion ofT'rred him 'ly the 
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Goverr~ent for this position and that this sum, minus reimbursement 

for expenses, be credited acainst ~is salary from the Institute on 

a no loss, no gain principle . 

Reporting for the Committee on Salaries, Mr. Schaap 

stated that the follOloling !).rrangements, which "'ere left to the 

Commi ttee u!. th pOlier, had o'len agreed upon concerning Hi ss Bernetta 

.\. Miller : From July 1,194-6 un';;il the time of Hiss Miller's 

retirement, June 30, 1949, t~e Institute \olill, in addition to 

paying her salary of ~n,OOO per rep.r plus 5% to tr..e Tencl'.ers 

Ir.surance and Annuity Association, make an F'oddit~o:mal pp.ymE'nt to 

the ?I.t...6. on her ncco'.lnt of ~l ,000 per year. 

Mr. Bamberger pre3E'nted the follOllTing report on negotia-

tions 1:Ii th the contractor cor:cerning the pr~oce 0:' the comput er 

building : 

"1. Negotiations ,011 th the Be;J.li Jompa.1Y concernlng 
the price of the co~pu~er buildi~g have been carr:ed on 
in our behalf by the la\" firm of Bdgar S. Sml th Me. have 
now reached the stage \-Ihere a form of contract satisfactory 
to the contractor has been reached . The contractor agrees 
to erect the building at a cost of about S67,000 plus a 
fixed fe;e 0:' cbout $10 ,000 . The cost 1s subject to the 
familiar escalator cl"tuse current in preSE;n';; day buil:Ur.g 
contrE'.cts . This clause provides ',;hat any increasE's in 
cost authori~ed by the OPA shall be; borr:e by the !nsti';;ute 
provided tnE'se incrE'ases bring t;,E' total cost of the buildinr 
above the $67 , 000. If the contractor is able to complete the 
building for less than $67,000 he "lill rece!. ve "t bonus of 
50% of the differE'r:ce bftweE'n the actucu cost and the ~67,OOO . 

"2. It is to be remembered that the Architect-Er.gineer ' s 
fee amounts to an additional $7,000, bringing the cost of the 
buildir.g to about $34,000 . We anticip6.te that tt.ere \;ill be 
an additional expense for such roads , "ialks, exterior gradir:g , 
snd landscaping as we may feel desirable . ~ie feE'l, :'lQ\o-ever , 
tt:at it may be well to include thi s \wrk in the John A. 
JOMsor, contract inasmuch as Jo:mson \,rill have to do similar 
porl{ on the new houses. 
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"3 . tie understand t~at t~e Belli Company has a greed 
to sign the attacted cont~act subject to three minor modi­
fications as soon as these modifications car. be incorporated 
into the contract . 

"4 . tYork on the building is proceeding ve:-y rapidly 
r.nd l·re A.re 'U1ticipa ting onl,: one possible delay in the com­
pletion of the struc~ure . The heating contrA.ctor is Q~ving 
co~siderable difficulty in procuring a boiler and radiators . 
The Ol'dnance Dep!'.rtment in \iashing ton is, hOlfever, do:!.ng 
everything possible to secure a higher priority rating for 
t he sb i terns from the Civilian Production Authori ty . 11 

Mr. Ba~berger pointed out that the Institute had not as 

yet signed a cor.tract with the Belli Company for this building 

ani ex~ressed the belief that lith A. few minor chnn6es the contract 

\';as nOl" :-er.dy for formal execution. Ee added toot t:-,e Insti tu tf> 

had bee:1 able to s e cure funds from the :}overnment \o1~ich "ould in 

part offset tl1e greatly increA.sed cost 01' the compu ter building . 

After discussion , the report on the computer l:::uilding 

.ras rwcept ed 'l.nd it '!as moved , seconded and unar.imously carri ed 

that the officer!' o~ the Board of Trusteea be empo\l.;red to execute 

this contr!'.ct. 

I·~r . B'tmberger read a letter fror.l r.!r. nerbert n. Lehnp.n, dated 

September 7, 1946, ftcceoting m ll'.bership or. the Board of Trustees. 

After adjournment for luncheon , the Trustees rpconv ened 

to hear the report of the Director. The ~irector's report .rhich 

is added ns e.n appendix to these minutes I-re.s fully discussed, Uns 

accepted as read and the follol-/ing resolutiorts were adopted. 

It was sugge sted that Dr. J. J. L . Duyvendak's report 

on t!'.e GEst Orier.tal Librl'.ry be circulated to all members of the 
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Board of Trusteee and that the ~tter ce discussea in detail by 

the Executive C::JInrr.i t"';;ee . 

After dis cussion of various methods of deter mi:1ing the 

I?mount of e. sui table contribution t::J Princeton Towns':lip, it ,'las 

moved, seconded an:l. unanimously carried that the Institute rr.al~e 

a gif t of $1,000 to the To~rnship in lieu of taxes for the fisca: 

It Was moved, seconded Rnd cfl.rried that the revised 

budget for 1~46-1947 be held over for further consideration Rnd 

action by the Executiye Committee at its next meeting . 

On motion, duly ae conded and. unanlmo"Jsly carri ed , the 

following r~solution establishing tne Mineville-Princeton Proj e ct 

Account in the Princeton B~r~ ~d Trust Company, for the use of 

John A. Johnson llnd Sons, Inc., contractors engaged b:' the Inst~tu t e 

to erect the ne.·! housing , lIas adopted, I?nd the Secretary ~/E'.S 

authorized to fOI'\'iard a certified copy of this resolution to the 

Bank . 

i"lHEREAS, THE INSTITUTE FOR ADV.6-~CED STUDY MS purchased 
and acquired from the Government of the Unit~d States certain 
housing units loc"ted at Hineville, Net·! Yorl~ , under a contrp.ct 
duly executed therefor, 'ind MS mElde payment for such housing 
units ; and 

i,/EEREAS, it is desired Rnd intended that the Institute 
shall hpv~ such houses di ssss8mbled w'1ere t;l.ey are nm; locft ted Il t 
IUneville, Nev! York, ar.d ref'.ssembled Md reerected on !,roperty of 
the Institute at Princeton, New Jersey ; nnd 

WHEREAS, the Insti tute r.as duly a"m.rded a c::Jntrllct to 
J ohn A. Johnson & Sons, Inc . , of 270 - 41st Strf' et, B~'oo)Clyn 32 , 
N~\' Yor1-:, as contractor , so to disassemble said .~ousing uni ts 
and to r eassemble and reconstruct the same on property of the 
Institu te ; r.nd 
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',/~RE.!\S, in 1.ccori.nnce with the terms 0:' s'lid contrl'.ct, 
a spEci~l deposit is to be mnintair.ed ~ith the Princeton Bnnk & 
Trust CompA-ny in the sum of Ten Thousp.nd Dolll".rs ($10,000.00) out 
of ~rhich p"lyments f'.re to be made to said contractor as such Hork 
progresses, "mich paymer.ts are to be evidenced by checks dra~rn on 
such speci'll accollnt ['.nd duly signed by an authorized representa­
tive of the contractor and countersigned, in behalf of the Institute, 
by Julian H. Bigelo"r; 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that THE INSTITUTE FOR 
ADVANCED STUDY create and e stnblish a special '1.ccount ,·ri th 
the Princeton Eanl{ & Trust Company to be kno;m and described 
as the IIMineville-Princeton Project Account ll , in \lhich said 
special account a deposit of Ten Thousand Dollars (~10,000 . 00) 
shall be continuously maint'1.ined by the Institute until the 
completion of such project ; 

FURTHER RESOLVED, that checks dr".111n on said account, 
"Inen duly signed by an authorized representative of the 
said J ohn A. Johnson & Sons, Inc . and countersigned by 
Julian H. Bigelow, shall be duly paid; 

FURTHER RESOLVED, thf..t '~htn such project h".s beEn 
completEd ani the contractor fully paid , pny bal?~ce 
remaining in said account sh1.11 be released and pnid over 
to the general account of THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVAi~CED STUDY 
in the Princeton Bank & Trust Company . 

There being no further business , the mEeting 'ldjourned 

on motion at 3:30 P. M. 

EDGAR S. EAlffiERGER 
Secretary 
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APPENDIX I 

REPOR~ OF THE DIRECTOR 

October 18, 1946 

We began in September wlo..at ma~' be the busiest and most. 

~nteresting year in the history of the Institute. The staff and 

mE'rr.bers list which is beinG distributE'd will give Trustees an 

idE'a of till' breadth and quality of the grOllp wilich we b..ave assembled . 

In addition, the Princeton Bicentennial celebrations have brought 

us a great many visitors, one o~ \~hom, Niels Bohr , remained l ong 

enough to do sone serious work . Aside fron Boar we have had the 

pleasure of entertaining Lord Lindsay, the Master of Balliol , 

Harold Laski of the London School of Economics, Linus Pauling of 

tee California Institut e of Tecilnology, the next Eastman Professor , 

!l:adariaga, Niebuhr, Courant, Perry and many others, including 

forty eminer.t 3cientists brought to the United Stntes by the 

National Academy of Sciences and the AmericAn Philosophicnl Society 

with funds supplied by the Rockefeller Foundation and the Carnegie 

CorporAtion . We nre to entert:lin in NovembE'r the American Statis­

tical Society and the American MAthemp.tical Society at the time 

of their joint mEeting in Princeton. 

',]hE'se visitors are of grsnt value to us . They come 

quietly to Fuld Hall After their meetings at the Gradunte College 

!l.rE' over , con~er "lith professors and rr,embers of the Institute, 

l E'arn \~hat lines of resenrch Are being proposed here at prE' sent , 

and thus acquire the information they need to suggest younger 

scholl'.rs for merr;bership in future years . This is the only kind 

of publicity that has any real value for the Insti tu te . Ne\~spaper 
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articles are for us of practically no ,'alue at all. \fha.t we need 

is that our aims and metho1s should be understood by leaders of 

scholarship in the fields which '·Ie touch. The best possible way 

for any scholar to learn what we are doing 1s to pay us a visit 

Rnd ~Ie are receiving this YPar visitors of eminence in larger 

numbers than ever before in our history . The result \'lill be to 

cla.~ifr and solidify the place of the Institute in t!1.e ,"orld of 

scholarship . 

The adver..t of larger numbers this yflll' h~s not been 

\o'i tho'lt its pmbarrassmpnts . I it'l.ve l'Ppeatedly called to the 

attention of the Trustees the di~ficultips of th~ housing situation 

in Princeton and the fact thl'.t ~Ihile ~Ie hn.ve added to this con­

gestion, we h".ve so ff.r done r..othing to reliE ve it . I attacked 

this problem in 1941 as soon as I had been here long enoue;;h to 

underst~d the situation, out thE outbrE~< of War put n stop to 

11.11 building operations and the \/artir.Je r educt ion in our membership 

mnde the need less pressing . NOH , th'mks to prompt p.nd courageous 

action of the Executive Committee during the summ(or , \Ie are on the 

way to indppender.ce as far as concerns the problem of housing our 

members . The Trustees have r eceived the minutes of the rreeting of 

t he Ex(ocu ti ve Committee p.nd \Iill l~no'-I the mp.in outlines of the 

story. As e~rly ~s lact February, I leRrned that the Federnl Public 

Housing Authority might hp.vf somp surolus GOVErnment housin~ ~rhich 

could be mA.de nVA.ilp.ble to educa'cionA.l institutlons. I EO.polled 

at onCE but it Wp,s only in June th'lt I receivFd r.otlf1cD.tion of 

the houst"s at MinevillF , NF.v Yort, on tht" pdce of the Adirondacks . 
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I sent an enEinee~, Mr . Eigelo":, of the computer proj ect, to 

Mir:eville the same day . He found representatives of t\lO other 

universities on the spot eager to secure the houses available. 

Thanks to the enterprise of Mr . i3igelo"l, we "/ere able to buy 

eleven buildings , containinr, thirty-eight apertments of two and 

three bedrooms each . These apartments are substantially built , 

they have hard.wood floors , are insulated with rock "1001 against 

the Adirondack "Iinters, are fitted wi th storm windo\,ls , fly screens, 

clothes lines and gRrbage pails. The only things "Ihich the houses 

Ip.ck are electric refrlgersators. VJi th the cooperp.tion of l~r . 

Ro semrp.ld , the Insti tu te hns eeen so fortunate as to have been 

able to secure during thE' SllDlr.1er thirty- eight electric refrige;r­

ators from the Ser.rs Roebucl: Compe.r,y and these arE- nO\'/ stored in 

Princeton ready to be instRlled. The houses are brand ne"T and 

have ne'!er been lived in because men could not be found for the 

projE ct for "Thich they ~rere designed . ':'hey are modest buildings, 

qnd whil e ,~e do not knm'/ us yet ,.r~.t they "/ill cost us , \'Ie he.ve 

reason to hope t~~t they can be amortized in from ten to fifteen 

years and their use will provide us \,/i th vnluable experience as 

to eX"lctly the t;lpe of housing b~ st sui ted for our needs . 

Since the hOUSE s 'tre being trqnsferred from ,4ineville , 

Neu Yorl':. to the Institute on a cost- p lus basis, it is in:possible 

to sny at this moment just ~lh"1.t their cost vJill be . The contract.or 's 

estimRtE: i s 1l.bout $4,000 for Each apartment . I am, myself, inclJ,ed 

to thinl, thnt the figure "lill b8 in the neighborhood of $5,000 per 

unit . They 1IQuld be cheap fit th.".t price and the,r 3I'e so important 

Records of the Office of the Director / Faculty Files / Box 37 / Weyl, Hermann Acad Sinica Fund 
From the Shelby White and Leon Levy Archives Center, Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, NJ, USA



- 4 -

to the conduct of the ~lork of the Ins ti tute th'l. t \-1e have no choice 

but to tAke the risk of the price going even higher . 

The rentals to be charged and the rate of amortization 

~lill he.vE to be fixed when \1e knov! the cost. l~y fi rst hope had 

been th~t we could rent the apartments for 17% of their cost, 

allowir.g 4% for interest, 10% for amortization and 3% for tFAes, 

insurance, repairs, c~re of grounds and administration . At this 

rute \ e could amortize the e.partments in less than ten ye!1.rs. "Ie 

could cut the combined figure for interest pnd amortization from 

14% to 9% and amortize them in fifteen years. Probnbly this ~lill 

reflect more accurately ou~ nctual experi ence . 

My first iden of housing for Institute members had been 

something in thE nature of un All SO'.11s qw'.drMgle or the grE!'.t 

Wolsey quadrnngl e of Cb~ist Church . Various arc~itEcts have 

suggested instead groups of smnll hOUSES of the type \'lhich look 

so ch~. rming in i'lilliemsburg , Bet\'!een these t\·'o conceptions it is 

r.ot easy to decide but by the time \"e h~we oper .~.ted our nevI apnrt.­

mE'nts for a fel, yep rs FE shp. ll }-nmr p.nd \"i 11 be in a position to 

plan "'isely for the future . 

\'1i th the cooper'ltion of the Rockefeller Foundation, the 

In sti tute hns been so fortun!'te I'.S to secure the services of 

Professor J. J. L. Duyvendak of Leyden during the I nst few monti1s 

to m~~E' e. study of the r e sources of the Gest Library, the situation 

of Chinese studies in the Uni ted States and the opportur.i tj' of the 

Institute in this field . I have from Professor Duyvendak a very 

full report in the course Qf ,1l:ich he mnkes a strong argument for 

';r.E' cultivntion of ChinEse studif-s at the Institute . Dr. Duyvendak 
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is deeply impressed 1'/i tt the resou.rces of tt!e Gest Libre.ry ar.d it 

is his opinion that this Library could be made useful for scholars 

at a very much more modest expens8 than I ~ad anticipated. I 

shell send to the Board of Trustees copies of Dr. Duyvendakls 

report and hope tr.e ~/hole matter \'/ill be referrE'd to the Executive 

Comrr.itte€ for study and recommendation. 

I am not prepared to ask for a decision today but I 

should like to present for the consideration of the Trustees a 

f€\~ observations in r egard to the financial questions involved . 

The Insti tu"te MS an endovrmer:t which varies between $16,000,000 

and $19,000,000 according to the condition of the stock market 

at any given moment . Our i ncome from endo'wment is, roughly 

speaking, $500,000 n year . The Rockefeller Insti tu te, \~hich is 

confined to the single subj Ect of medicine , has nn fndO\~ment of 

approxim".tely fifty million dollars . It is clear to me that the 

Institute for Advanced Study "Ihich must div i de its resourCES 

bet 'reen rna themp.tics, economics and politics and humani stlc studies , 

must be extremely conserv~tive in making plans for E'xpnn~lon • . I 

believe, on the other hand, t~At the scholarly and political 

import~nce of Chinese studifs is so grfat th~t it might be possible 

to find additional funds \,rith l'lhich to c".rry on .. Iork in that field . 

I should lil:e to hEwe some time to explore these possib!li ties be­

fore bringing the "hole subject to the Executive Committee and 

eventually to thE' Board of TrustE'Ps for decision. 14eanwhl1e I 

should be very grateful for any n'lvlce \.hlch :-ny members of the 

Soard of Trustees liln~' have to give me on this (lubJect. 
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It giveE' u:e great regret to report to the Trustees that 

ProfesAor l~olfgang Pauli has decided to re s!gn his position in 

the School of Mathematics and to remain at the Technische Hoch­

schule in ZUrich. ~~en I saW the Paulis i~ ZUrich in April I 

uas afraid that they I-rere moving to\'lards this decision. I made 

)'.0 ef~ort, hOI~el.'er, to persuade Pauli to return to Princeton, 

thinking it better that a man of his quality should reach his 

mrn decision as to the p lace in I·rhich he could be most useful. 

Pauli hes suggested th~t he would like to be made a pFrmanent 

member of the lnoti tute ~ri thout salary end I may hi',v€' a recom­

mend~tion on that subject to pr~Aent to the Po~rd at a later 

meftinr · 

Professor CE'.rl L. Siege l is likeuise uneasy p.bout the 

propriEty of hiB remnining in Princeton. There nre various 

personp.l considerr.tions ~Ihich influence Siegel's decision but at 

bottom the question is whether his conscience uill allow him to 

enjoy one of the best pro~essorships in the I"orld here at P. time 

I'rhen he might be needed and useful in Germany. So ~I'..r P.S his 

contributions to the science of mathematics are concerned, I am 

convir,ced that tl".EY would be greater here than in Gllttingen . On 

the other hand Siegel is a man as l'lsll as a scholar and he like­

\,'ise must be allO~led to decide his O\'rr, deotiny vlithout over- per­

suasion from us . I am grHteful for the fnct t:1P.t the Executive 

Committee has g~Ftnted Siegel leave of absence for ninety days to 

return to G~ttingfn to give a course of lectures. So far he has 

beEn un~ble to SECUl'F from the Americqn Government a Pl',ssport 

Fhich \"ould '11101-' him to trp.vel in .}erm'1.ny . He has accoruingly 
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taken passaGe to Denmark hopir,g that 119 I!'ay be alloHed to go to 

Gerrr:any from there . Professor Siegel sailed on October 4th and 

his ninety day leave of absence 1"1i 'uh full salary "rill consequently 

extend to January 4, 1947 . If he reque8ts an extension of that 

leave on less'generous terms, I sl~ll make an appropriate recom­

mendation to the Executive Committee . If Siegel finally decides 

to return to us he will greatly strengthen the faculty of mathe­

matics but if he prefers to remain in Germany I think \'Ie must 

give him our b l essing . 

?~e.::lnwl-:ile the Faculty of the School of Mathematics has 

been c~nsidering a long list of able young men who might be invited 

here in the plnce of PRuli and Siegel . I have no recommendations 

to make tod~y but I shRll oroonbly hRve something prepared for the 

Executive Committee at its mepting in November . One suggestion 

~Ihich 'lppe?ls very str~ngly to us in informnl discussions so far 

is that R succession of eminent European schol~rs , such as Bohr , 

Dirp.c , llhitehfad and Ne"[mnn, might be invited to the Institu te on 

n regulp.r schedul e ns Visiting Professors to epend perhp.ps one 

term in each t.'o yp'1.rs . If this arrnnc;ement were mp.de defini te so 

that the preser.ce of these men could b~ announced in ndvance, it 

Iwuld be possible for young sch:J1E'.rs '~ho ,rish to uork I,i th them 

to m".ke their pl?.r,s accordingly. Such A. plnn as this , vlhich has 

been in my mind ever since I became Director, "muld seem to me to 

extend the influence of the Institute in a most desirF\ble IVay. I 

thinle it could be demonstrated th".t the same '1.mount of money spent 

i n this "ay IVould mpJee n mRximum contribution to Americ!'.n scholA.l'­

ship . The creation of the ne," cntegory of pe:nnqnent members seems 
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to me to offer in addit:"on an opportun:cty for us to bring to the 

Insti tute young men ~vho are not yet r eady for profe ssorships but 

w"o ShOVI promise that they ~!ill e~'entually ree.ch that stature. I 

B.m inclined to believe that the Hord "rello"T" ~Tould be a better 

dE'signE'.tion for such an r.PPoir.tment thllIl "Perrnanel;t Member" but 

the differE'nce is only one of wor~s . What we need is some kind 

of sti'.tus '·Th:"ch doE's not involve a pe::omC'.nent aPPOintment to the 

F<.cul t~, and ";hic~ does not involvE' a full fr.cul ty salary . It 

lTould, nE'verthE'less, ene.ble US to recruit n Eroup of promising 

young schol'1.rs , thE' best of Nho!ll ,·rould E'vE'ntul'.lly qunlify for 

fc>cul ty :rC''Oointments . 

I hope to h;>.ve rep.a;,' for the consi".erA.tion o~ the 

Execu ti ve Commi ttee in thE' nE'P.r future r. recommendn. tion for the 

School of Humanistic Studies . Our I:umani stic group W;1f'n I carne 

to thE' Institute uas spre"ld over the subjects of classical nrch·.e­

ology, the history of art, Persian archaeology and mediaeval 

paleography . I do not bell eve the re S011rces of the Insti tu te are 

eC!ual to the adequP.te support of schol"lr's in so many aiffE'rent 

fields . I believe, furthermore, that our policy should be to 

strengthE'n What io best and for this reason I am inclinE'd to ma.lce 

mr first recommendnt ion in the fifld of cl<tssical archaeology. I 

have frequently sP.id to thE' nORrd th!'lt I hope ~le might some time 

be able to extend our School of Humanistic Studies into the 

medip.pv".l p.nd modern fields . Whether thp.t is fep.si ble ,~i th our 

prfsent resourcE'S I do not know but it is a subject to whici1 I am 

giving continup.l study and on "Thich I "lm taking the advice of 

schol~YS inside Rnd outside our fRculty. 
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I am asking Professor Vehlen, Chairman of the Committee 

on Buildings and Grounds , to make a detailed report on the request 

uhich 1'1e have received from Governor Edge to make a contribution 

to the Princeton Battlefield Park. The Trustees 1'1ill probably 

have le!?rned that residents of Princeton Township in the region 

of the proposed Parl'. have strongly objected to the origin!?l plans 

uhich conte:nplated a park of 11 fairly 1l1.rge o.rel1. . Residents of 

tn",t nelgl:borhood fear thnt 11 large PflI'lr i nadequl1.tely supervi sed 

might become n kind of picnic ground and a nui sp.nce . They hrwe 

mnde strong represent~tio~s to Governor Edge thnt the pnrk should 

be of limi ted I".re'l, th'lt it snoul:i be adequn tply l~.n(t sci1.ped and 

supervi sed nnd thA.t everything possible shoulc1 be clone to make 

it f'. dignified memori!?l to the B'l. ttle of Princeton, "Ii thout 

RttelT.oting to include in the Pp.rk ".11 thE' 'treR ~'hich \~as covered 

by thf ~ctuf\l battle . My recommenrlRtion to the Tr'lstees is thnt 

v'e shoulcl t'tke no action nt this time in re g1.rd to our contribution 

to the Pf'.rk . I believe, hotlPver, that we should eventuf'.lly mnke 

a contribution and th~t this should truce the form of 11 gif t and 

not a sale of land to the State . The Trustees \'1ill h'lve received 

i nvi ta tions to the Dedic!1.tion of the Park on Sunday, Oct ober 20th. 

I hope as many as find it possible to do 00 uill attend. 

In connection with the discussions of the ne\oJ' Insti tu te 

houses and the possible contribution of the Institute of land to 

the Battlefield Parl:, certp.in friends of the Institute have put 

up to me the question as to ,"hether "Ie might be prep!:red to make 

a contribution to Princeton Tovlnship in lieu of taxes . Institute 

buildings, like Fuld Hall and the new houses for members, are free 

Records of the Office of the Director / Faculty Files / Box 37 / Weyl, Hermann Acad Sinica Fund 
From the Shelby White and Leon Levy Archives Center, Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, NJ, USA



- 10 -

of taxation although vIe do pay taxes on land not immediately 

s'.lrrounding thpse bUildinfS. Our annual tax bill to the TOlTnship 

is bf't1:'e en 82,000 ar.d 2,500 per ~·ear. Princeton Uni vers1 ty 

ma':es a contribution to the Borough of approxinately $9,500 per 

yenr. COlLparing the value of the tax exeDpt buildings ouned by 

the University and by the Institute it ~Tould sepm that Sl,OOO a 

year from us to the Township 'Ilould be generous in proportion. Any 

cor.tribution made by Princeton University or the Institute to the 

Borough or TOltnsnip is particulnrly useful becEluse it does not 

have to be shared \1i th the County p.nd St/\ te as regulpx tp.xes are. 

I very much hope that t'19 Trustees vill consider this qUEstion 

seriously e~d refer tne mntter f'ither to the rinance Committe e or 

to thf' E.xecut1ve Comm1ttt'e "'ith pOl'er. Thf' vhole 1uFst10n 1s 

1nev1ta'01y bound up \-rlth our st'ltus un:lel' the New Jersey IpvT cover-

1ng inherit!'nce tnxes p.nd the TrusteFs IIlf'.Y \lish to ·)'y"p.it fi decision 

on thpt mptter beforE' t".ldng defini te action. The Inst1 tute 1s 

entirrly dependent on endol-'1lIent. I th1nk it only reasonable the. t 

we should expect bequfsts of lnrger or smllller amounts in the 

fu ture from individur.ls ,,,ho I'll'e interE'stElu in resenrch. Certf11nly 

donors uill bE' detE'rred from mnl~ing such bequents if I-Ie I\re com­

pelled to pay a 5% 1nheritance t~x. The ~atter seeffiS to me so 

import['.nt as to affect the entire future of the Ins ti tu te . I run 

informed th'1.t "'6 cannot expect defini te nction or a decision until 

after the next election find I mention thE' mntter in this report 

only that the Trustees may kn01f thr. tit is being anxiously con­

sidered. 

FRANK AYDELOTTE 
Director 
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October 15, 1946 

Dell I' a.I' ....... . 
the ·",,1N&1 term. on whioh •• baye granted leaft 

of absenos to II member ot the 'aoulty to acoe~' • 

professorship abroad ba .. been leaY. with halt 

Blllary. I'M.t 18 ~lh/lt Proteseo1' Mt'>rltt recely.d 

'h n h I> wE'nt to 07;1'01'4 as Eaatman Pl'otesRor. 

Would that be sati sf actory to you fo~ your proposed 

Y1sit to OMna1 

rours elncp.1'ely, 

ProfBaJlDr braaIln W.,l 
Inetltute tor Ad.anoed 8tudy 
Prinoeton, ... I.r.e~ , 

. , 
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Dear Frank: 

THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY 
SCHOOL OP MATHEMATICS 

PRINCIITON. NEW JERSEY 

October 15, 1946 

In July I received a letter from our good friend Professor Shiing­

Shen Chern by 1Ihich he invited me on behalf of the Academia Sinica (the Chi­

nese National Acade~) to spend the academic year 1947-1948 in China, if 

feasible one term in Peiping and one term in Nanking, and to help them start 

work at the newly created Institute of Mathematics of that Acad~. I re­

plied t hat I was disposed to accept on condition that I should obtain the 

necessary leave of absence and with certain reservations on account of the 

uncertainties of the political situation in China. Subsequent to this cor­

respondence I recently received a cable from the President of the Academia 

Sinica, Chu-Chia Hua, with the official invitation from the Acad~ and the 

Ministry of Education of the Chinese National Government; the letter that 

was to follow and to spec:if'y the terms has not yet arrived. 

Before I commit ~self any further I should be grateful if you would 

ask our Trustees at their next meeting under "hat terms they are prepared to 

grant me leave of absence to go to China for the academic year 1947-48. I 

hope the door will be left open for ~ withdrawal should the political situa­

tion in China become too menacing. 

To help in establishing close and friendly relations between this 

country and China, and more particularly between the new Chinese research 

Insti tute of Mathematics and our School of Mathematics, appears to me a task 

of some significance. Were t his not so, I should not easily be persuaded to 

interrupt ~ quiet life and work in Princeton. 

Dr. Frank Aydelotte 
HI'T :GB 

Sincerely yours, 

Hermann Weyl 
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