
KINttTZS OF TilE MEETING OF THE STAt'tllDI JG COMMITTEE 

HELD ON , ~O ,DAY , SEPTEMBER 29 , 194] 

d", o~ rn~ ft"l1'" uno '. e n n.1. me" again In the 01r,eotor 1 s Office a t 

"' : 15 . m. 

r . ~bl n (1n pla ce of' .., r . v n . eu!n9lm ) 

( 1) C 0" 1 tte t.o t he 

of _ ~ . ::.nd .. ·.l~ . Op. enhe1ruer 

i-t¢ lJ" be h e d n OctobF'T 3 th a .o au ccee 1nf~ It ncr ell s on N·ovember 

( 4- ) The p ropo s 'll for a ourg-a y eel: 01 t o'!" Ch i dr n f m'Ar he1"s 

Is ' i :'l r and t he Dlr-90tor . 

p sa! 111 ty 'of !Ii us e f t ne red rl J,"n tot' this urpose . 

(6 ) Ther . ,9.& some 1scu 8ion of the deslr.b111t1 of having a 

stenog~ph1c: pool to ri'm'ch me- b e:> r o f he Inst1 tu't.6 mif!ht a p 11 f r 

tY'Plr.g .of 'menuser1 ts , eto. · ~o dec si an un a 1'6 ched ~ 

(7) In reapon.s e to Profeaso.!"' V.fib en ' s augge t? t1 Qt'l tnat t he F\ll. culty 

S ollld be kep t m.ore fully infomed of tl"ui~ f1n ncl r- l 81 tua t10n of' t.he 
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InstItute . It 6. Btgree;cl that tn · .1,.. otor S oold. f r nlah tht) 

et~nd.l ng Gomml tt,€l).-EJ' wi to an ans lysl& ·of In-oome· and expanse,s ·to be 

r .ep'O l"'ted to some f u; t uTe Fl1a1l~ t y fa ' etLIg . 

un H"~ BUg ";f'stl on tbt: t ttl e lost! tt! t f.' ar ould eftlp10y a l"'8€,"'Ular' 

l SC.2.8 ed bu t t h e Oommi ttee felt on the ' ;hole t ha t 

1;'" .1 s t:as n t n . c @' e r y . 

(9 ) 'Tn ararl gr.t1f~f.m t of r ooms to Prof·egaOI~ nd to .embers Qr t he 

of Prof 's s ra and t l1e' v l!!ry l. e 6 

solu tI o n . 

to be c r rl ed o 't.l t b y t h . Di r ector n-d Mr . Stott. 

fRANK AIDELO'M.~': 

ah 1.m n 
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D R AFT 

Minutes of Standing Connnittee Meeting, The Institute for Advanced Study, 29 September 
1~7 

The following decisions with regard to office space were reached on this date 

b.r The Standing Committee of the Institute for Advanced Study: 
,... ... ~?~ 1; ~x ... fw**.Jt' 

10 Room 136 is ellMloitfjQ" l'M' 'hr. ... , .. Homer Thompson. Gottlieb, Chandrasekaran, J 
, at the discretion of the Meobhemat:tcs *¥a'e~,~~rlr 

Masani, and Minakshisundaran, are assigned~ither to the libaary or to offices 

currently occupied by temporary members of the 
~, ~_..f.~"¢-

2. Room 310 is oJgapgg ,~ Siegel. Cha~enti r 

are assigned, at the discretion of thfft!tJh:L'tt/J< , 

to offices currently occupied by temporary me 

3. Room 312 is assigned to Mr. Peck. 

and Mariani, 

the library or 

Faculty. 

and is 

e second semester after Mro 

Mr. Toynbee, at which time i 

~~. !B,bbee Toynbee's depart 

assistant. 

Faculty until the arrival of 

It is umtlerstand that '!ter 

assigned to ~ Professor Thompson's 

5. ~llJmma:bJllliil .. ske.. It is understood that the Business Office of the 

Institute will be moved from its present quarters in 107-A, 108, and 108A, ~ 

134, 133, 132, should Mr. Earle need the 

former of these two groups of offices. Alternatively, the Business Office may remain 

in, its present location, and rooms 134, 133, 132 assigned to members of Mr. Earle'S 
r 

group in lase that arrangement is satisfactory ~h him. 

6. Room 320 is to be held as a v1aitort! rool1l:X:bl%, except for the period of 

Professor Bohr's visit, when it will be assigned to him. 

'~ 7. Room 310 i s of special interest to the School of Economics, end in ... future, 

plans should not be regarded as permanently committed to the School of Mathematics. 

, 8 0 The basement ro m under Professor Meritt's office is to be used as office 
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space, such provision for light, ventilation, and partitioning to be made as is 

necessary. First lien on this space is held by the School of Mathematics. 

9. All of those individuals who are af fected by the above xkaAg& arrangements are 

~ to be informed officially as soon as possible. 

10. The above arrangernents are made pending the completion of new construction which 

it is understood is necessar,y. 
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Prof. flalter W. itew9.rt 
. Institut e tor Advanoed Study 
PrIno~ton, RPw Jerriey 

Dee r tlal tt?r: 

October 4, 1947 

I think your l~t~~r to 'oynbee 18 Rd.1r~ble and th9t It meets ·tbe 
sItuatIon In ev~ry rrsn~ct. I t~k. · 1t th~t you are 1n touoh wlth Wlas 
M111~r ~n~ tnot shP- ~dl1 firmly hold th~ apartmpnt 1n Palmer Square. 

I u1nh vpry muoh th.<Jt you 'Ou!" t •• l ·tree to stp.te to the 'aoult7 
your vIetlS 8..bout the ,appolntmp,nt of Ohnmls8. A~ ~tarthmore I a1w9.Y. 
conaulted the t~culty 1n on Informql "I', y ~.bout F\.r'lf'lo1ntmpnts,. takIng what 
l ' consIdered. to be the v'el e.ht of opinion r a ther thpn any k1nd ot maJor1 t7 
vote. Quakers c1on't bel1pve in votln.g t\nd In th {t reappot I am a good 
Quaker. I he ve the feelIng, howf'ver, th-"'.t th~ ~u?kf'r method Of' proce~lJ\g 
would not ·" ork Ith thf' tn..-tl tute Fe.oulty. prtrtly beoouse J "tlas, the, 
n ve too 11 t tIe of the spirIt of Quakerl Slit,. It· ...... a s for tna t r.~ason. th~ t 
I made thr )"P('IP!'W' tlon \.1':1.1 ch you ul11 remember t nfll; I uould not prom1 ne 
1;0 rpcomme r.d to the TruBte~s any appo1ntment merely because 1t W9.S 
~ecommendecl by a rJ)~.jorlty vot E> of" the rn..culty. On thp oth~r hand, I 

I dId pr~mi r, e not to recommend a.n a.PPointment to '''hioh the Faoulty was 
opposed F..n<1 ! think th ..... t po ley sound tor the t'@ rt ROn th.qt any Qlan who 1. 

\ lnvl ted here Il.~ Inst the wl r,hp s of a 9ubflt.!' nti ',1 ITta.jori t1 or the Faculty 
would h f' v e Rn unhappy ttmp. 

So f a r .~~ ~'our (!en.n1 tp t"')~. n " qrp oon~er"lpa I I th1nt~ "~8 htlyp the 
monfllY' tor Chernlss and I do not trtke this IDa tter of offioe spe.ce too 
eerloualy. If you would .look at my prp qentoff1ce, you ,,'ool~ · see hrI t 
p08e~bl11tlf'S there are of squeezing o~r group lnto 8mall~r spaoe. 
Furthermorfl, '!o"e 0 n r1nd must provldft addi tlon.-. l bll11dlngs ,in the near 
~utur8. . 

You m~y be8ur~ that the question8 of nalley r~lAe4. under point two 
of your memorendum haye been «fery seriously eons1rt pred by me. It seems 
19 me t.hB.t the nUllber ot rl~ld8 we ol).n oult1v" te at the Inst1tlltft 1s 
extremply 11m1t~ and 1t· 8e~m8 to me furthp,rmore tha t It l~·wls. 10 
oultlv~ te as lnten81v~11 aft poss1ble any fleld e may enter. It 18 tor 
these rp. ~ s ~nB that I haY~ approved appolnt~entB whioh will str~ngthen 
our work in the olaeslos. 

Let me repf'a.t that I w1sh yo~ t.fould ra1ee theSiS pOInte In Faculty 
meetlng or t n some kind ot eener' 1 d1 AOU 8sion 9.fter one of our Flioul'ty 
lunor-eons. It you teel pr~p~rpd to do the latter, t should, be glad to 
.e. th~ t ?-n 'opportunlty 1s provl~ed but I 8~11 ma~e no move unles8 I 
have a al gn~ l trom you. 

Yours sincerelr, 

rr~nk Aydelotte 

• 
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THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY 

SCHOOL OF ECONOMICS AND POLITICS 

PRINCETON, NEW JERSEY 

October 3. 1947 

To: Dr. Frank Aydelotte 

From: w. ~1. Stewart ~tff~, 
Subject· Faculty Appointment in the HUmanities 

At the Faculty meeting on October 8. members of the 
Faculty are expected to express a view concerning a new 
appointment in the School of Humanistic Studies. Since I 
do not wish to precipitate a discussion which might prove 
endless and useless. I choose the alternative of writing 
this memorandum to the Director as a means of making my own 
views clear. 

In general, I am not a believer in faculty government as 
we have experienced it at the Institute. On the relatively 
unimportant issues this does not greatly matter except for the 
time consumed. But on the matter of a faculty appointment, a 
vote by the faculty seems to me to imply more than lies with­
in faculty responsibility, and also a fuller knowledge of cir­
cumstances and policies than the faculty possesses. 

Among the conditions taken for granted when the faculty 
recommends a new appointment are: 

1. (a) A present and prospective income from endo~~ent funds 
adequate to provide the salar.y at present rates of 
yield. An endowment of $500.000 is required for pro­
viding a faculty salar.y. 

(b) An adequate office for the new professor and proper 
.. accommodations for the several m.embers \>lho will want 

to work with him. 

Additional buildings IDa¥ become available at some 
future date. but for next year at least the Institute 
will have to manage on what space it now has. 
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r.1emo to Dr. Aydelotte October 3. 1947 

2. (a) A decision of policy that the new appointment, if 
made, should be in the particular School that presents 
the candidate for consideration. 

(b) ~hat the special field of work represented by the can­
didate is the most desirable field to develop at the 
Institute. both fro m the standpoint of the particular 
School and of the Institute in general. 

3. That the candidate has a demonstrated ability in that special 
field and such other ~ualifications as fittlE for ~aoulty 
membership. 

On all these points the Director, partly because he is also 
a member of the Faculty and a ~rustee. is in a better position 
to pass upon the advisability of a ne", appointment than the 
f aculty at large. He m~ "'ish to consult the faculty in his o\'m 
way, but a formal vote by the faculty, unless made conditional 
by a reference to financial circumstances (larg~ly Trustee re­
sponsibility) and to decisions of general policy (jointly reached 
by Director. Trustees and faculty) seems to me vague and ambiguO'tl.s. 

\'Tithout decisions on these major pOints, the policy of the 
Institute is likely to be a combination of drift and pressure. 
There is seldom an opportune time for the discussion of these 
questions of general policy. They cannot be considered merely 
in the abstract, and to discuss them when a specific candidate 
is under consideration tends to confuse questions of general 
policy with the particular personality. 

In the present instance the scholarly qualifications of the 
candidate are obvious. After Professor l·{eri tt I S presentation. 
the answer to ~uestion raised in point 3 seems to me self­
evident and in the affirmative. The answers ,to general policy 
questions raised in I and 2. however. are not self-evident and 
have not hitherto been discussed by the faculty when new appoint­
ments were considered. 

As I indicated earlier, I do not intend to raise these ques­
tions at the Faculty meeting. In any case the ans~.,ers do not lie 
exclusively in the field of faculty responsibility. It ought to be 
recognized, however, that the answers are assumed and that the 
discussion of general policy is postponed. 
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1944 
v' ,-

october - Decemb er 

• 
PRINCETON' (Library) Relations WOAI 

AYDELOTTE, F. Biograph ical 

MAASS:t H. H. 

DODDS 

MOE , Ho 

Orig inals of correspondence Dodd s & Maas s regard~ I. A,o S. 
Trustees) g ift; to Princeton f or Fir estone, with Maa'§'s~~uggestSi'Y\S 
modifying Aydelotte draft . Other drafts in File Princeton Library. 

Corres pond ence filed in Vertical File under up" for 
Princetono 

F. A. 1/8/56 
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PRESIDENT'S ROOM 

J 

PRINCETON UNIVERSITY 

PRINCETON NEW JERSEY 

October 24th,l944 

CONFI DEUTIAL 

Dear .Frank: 

Since LJ(§l ked with you about t he poss i bility 
of a contribution by 'th;"In stI~te for Advanced Study 
to our n~N Library, the desirability, from our standpoint, 
of a decision as soon as possible on your part has arisen 
in an acute fonn. As I think I intimated to you, we have 
the possibility of a gift which will take care of the 
last and most difficult million, provided the middle 
gap between what we have in mind and this million can 
be provided for. It now develops that we shall have to 
know, within the next thir~ days or so, whether this oan 
be aocomplished. Obviously the possibility of a oontribution 
from the Institute has a bearing on the attainment of this 
goal, and for this reason I make bold to ask if i t will be 
possible for you to give us a deoision soon. 

You will please hold this whole matter oon­
fidential, although you are of course at libertyi to lay 
it all before your Board. 

I had a talk with John Hardin about i ~ the 
other day. He is, as you know, an emeritus Trus~ee of 
the University as well as a Trustee of the Insti t ute; and 
has oontinued quite active in University affairs. He said 

j
that Mr. Bamberger had once mentioned to him that the 
Institute should help us out on our Library, and he felt 
likewise ~ I spoke to him about the time element, but 
he of course gave me no opinion on this phase of it. 

Faith fully yours, 

Dr. Frank Aydelotte, 
Institute for Advanced Study, 
Prinoeton, N. J. 
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Octob~r 25~ 1944 

Lje ~J. r Harold: 

I ~~Vq J.u~ l et ter 0f Octo~er 

twenty-fourth a.nd. "wv.::; E· rreng~d t l hl ve t~e 

no opl'ortuni tV' so f nr to ~et (If'ficia~ ::-..cticn. 

• 
, It ·1!1 ~hirt;y cia " 

, 

?re3iJent ~:rolj uodrs 
? ri.~c'~t·"n Uni V'3r i ty 
t'ri i OQ,V) 0) Ii ~w Jer"ley 

FA : K.~ 

. ' 

.... 

) . 

, . 

, 

, 
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Princeto' Jni vers i t y 

November 6, 1944 

Dear Frank : 

It occurred t o me tha t you mi ght be better s ': ti sfied 
with more a ccur a t e fi gure s as to t he cost of opera ting our Li bra ry 
t han I was ab l e to gi ve you offhand the other day . Our a ccounting 
sys tem d i s tingui shes be t ween ground~ and u i ld i ngs n educa tiona l 
oper a tions , and it s omet i me s t akes a l i t t l e while to ge t t he f i gure s 
t ogether . 

In 1941, t he las t normal yea r before the war , ou r Li br a r y 
costs were a s fol l ows : 

Sa l ar i e s 
Books , pamphl ets , etc. 
Supplies an misc e l laneous 
Mai ntenanc e of ma i n buil -ing 

$ 114 , 000 
67 , 000 
13 , 000 

i nc ud i ng j antor s 16 , 000 

Tota l $210, 000 

As t o compar able costs when we ge t i nto the new l i bra r y , 
Boyd es t i a t es a s f ol lows : 

Sal ari e s 
Books , pamphle t s , e t c . 
Supplies and mi s cel l aneous 
~!l.a intenanc e of mai n building 

$ 120 , 000 
75 , 000 
12 , 500 

i n c l ud ing j a.nitors 
Tota l 

30 , 000 
$ 237 , 500 

I cons i der b O' d ' s es tima t e as f an t as tically co s ervative . 
It d i sreO'ards comple t ely chance i n price l evel " or s a l a r y level , 
and while our new bui lding is be i ng ca ref ully pl anned t o be opera ted 
mos t eco iomicall y , I t hi nK t he sa l a r y i tem is too l ow i r resp ective 
of fut u r e wage level s . 

Moreover , he item , 00 S $ 7 5 , 000 is al so too low, 
irr e spec t ive of pos s i ble i ncrea se s i t he pr i ce level . 

I find t ha t t he Ins ti tut e las not been maki ng any con­
t r i bu tions t o our Libr a r y t ' ou gh boo"k pu r c ases , a .:> I t i nk I told 
y u you we r e . Dr . F l exner once t old me t h a t t he I ns titute oul d 
purcha e b ooks f r om ti~e t o time he r e we were hort and pla ce t hem 
in our Libr a r y under an Ins titute bookplate , but i f t i s pr a ctice 
was ever be g-Qll , it wa s before t he memory of our pr e s ent l i br a rian . 

Dr . Fr ank Aydelotte 
I ns titute for Advanced St u jy 
Prin ceton , New J er sey 

Fai thfull y y our s , 

(8 i gned) Harold W. Dodd s 

Beatrice Stern research files, Vertical Files, Box 4, P 
From the Shelby White and Leon Levy Archives Center, Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, NJ, USA



I 

October ~5 , 1944 

D92.r :.il r. tlaa-;:; <:m~ ~r . Leidesdorf : I 

You en "'!.] re!l1e:nh~r th t I said to you 
r e c ,ently t '((a t . J l"-:-s-iden t Dodds hG.s ap 'lr oached 
me a "JO'tlt ':; possi"t'l~ c0'1tr1bution of t he In­
s tI tute to lhe ?rinceto~ Univer 3ity libr~r y . 
I r epelved thi s morn. i ng the 8Y"!closed letter 
fr"O::'l Pr,~s ldent iJodds .!bout t he matter . 

It i~ my a, ini on thJ t we ought to . 
mn~e & han~S0r' e contr i bution to the PT1n6eton 
1io1"a r y bui ldjn~ . T' e In '3titute Vl,lJ located 
~J.€re L: .. rgely' i n order th:"it we ~I~rlt have t h e ~ 
n.dv.lntagB 1"",1' t e Princeton l i !1 l"3ry and be 
.3 ,;:t l".Q(' tl"e very heJ.v ~1 expense of building 
.1~'lJ. 'ilo.int :,dnj 1115 :j, , i hr :-" l":' o f our own. The 
resu1 tis t ,~ t we '1,l V8 been free to 'mild up 
our own l i b r ,. -rY,;;J t:j. hi '~hly sp.eci,,11ized col-
lection of rer~rence boo~s 3nd ?er iodicals, 

,ftLt ' out t·~ nece3 ity 0 f(mndi ng it out by 
t ,..,.,:. ' ''1 .?' ... . ,~,< -:I ",P ":~nf!tr 1 h O'''<C ..... - .. v ........ \ .... _- . .... ; \J _R _ _:J J ... ;> . 

I,) i4':' :((3 U JB i..~' :" tl ~ ') r incet-on .1or r" ry 
,,:a,ily 11 .n.: .Jrin ceton Ur iv,"'r ,j '= / h.r:s been :nes t 
~ep r , u~ i~ oxt ~n,~g its f~oiliti~~ to us. 
Thq c0ntri~ution whic ?re1id~~t DOQ~s has nro­
JI~;eJ 13, t.[)'?ra~~ ~rft .. b"1e tl:l j t I b~,,: l Ave we 
OU.,:lt to ~~HL':9 .. I 'ri. ,,'}, '~'e c oul give d:n nn 
n~~urR' ce D9 5001 ·3 ~ossjjle . 

Yours .'35 _c~rely , 

Frank 1yde'lot te 

,,.11' . H . Ii . ilA uaS:3 
~r . S ~muf?l 0. Le i i esdol'f 
New ior.\{ , 1'1 ew York 

F '.. :' :<. . . 
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Y/f:/_tYf AfoA&f 
~v,..G'. !lhv~m'I/ 
~_.L~~ 

9~/~ 

Dr. Frank Aydelotte, 

~(}~fffao& 
~~~y~ 5, October 27, 1944. 

The Institute for Advanced Study, 
Fuld Hall, 

Princeton, New Jersey. 

Dear Dr. Aydelotte:-

Today I am in receipt of your letters of the 25th and 26th. 

I shall take up at once with Mr. Hardin and the other 
trustees the matter of making a contribution to the Princeton 
Library. 

As to the apPointment with Mr. Leidesdorf, he has suggested 
that we meet at his office on Monday, October 30th, at 4:30 o'clock, 
which I hope you will find agreeable. 

Mrs. Aydelotte was good enough to extend an invitation to 
Mrs. Maass and me to dine with you on Saturday, November 11th, and 
spend the night. I trust that she will pardon the informality of 
this reply and the fact that it is directed to you instead of to 
her. The truth of the matter is, however, that Mrs. Maass has been 
ill and would be en-rirely unable to malte :the trip or spend a night 
away from home. W,?nlt you be good enough to tell her how much we 
appreciate the invitation , how regretful we are t hat it cannot be 
accepted, and that we l ook upon it' as a' p~easure deferred.. . 

I think i~ would be well to call a meeting of the Board of 
Trustees for a date between November 27th and 30th, inclusive. As 
you know, Mr. Douglas told us t~~t he would return to the city in 
ample time to attend a meeting on one of t hos e days. Among other 
things, there should be presented to the trustees the suggestion 
contained in your letter of the 25 t h regarding a contribution by the 
Institute to the Prtnceton Library. I am of the opinion t hat the 
Board should considr r not alone the making of the contribution and 
t he amount thereof, but the terms and conditions on ~.rhi ch it is made. 
I may s~ that l have discu ss ed this matter informally over the tele­
phone wi th Mr. Hardin, and I believe tha t he concurs in my views . 

Sincerely y urs, 

HHM:JR L~/ 
/ ' 
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PRINCETON UNIVERSITY 

PRINCETON NEW JERSEY 

PRESIDENT'S ROOM 

November 6th , 1944 

Dear Frank : 

It ooourred to me~hat you mi ght be bett er sat i sfied 
with more accurate figure s as to the cost of ope rating our 
Li br ary t han I was able to give you offhand t he ot her d~y . 

Our aocounti ng system distingui shes etween grounds and 
buildi ngs and educational operations and it sometimes takes 
a little while t o get the figures to gether. 

In 1941 , the last norma l yea r before the war , our 
Libr ary costs were as fo llows : 

Sa le. ri es 
Books , pamphl ets , etc . 
Supplies and miscellaneous 
Ma intenance of main building , 

inc 1 uding jani to rs 

Total 

$114, 000 . 
67 , 000. 
13 , 000. 

$210 , 000 . 

As to comparable costs when we get into the new Li brary, 
Boyd est i mates as follows: 

Salaries 
Books , pamphlets , etc . 
Supplies and miscellaneous 
Maintenance of main building , 

including janitors 

Total 

$120,000. 
75 , 000 . 
12 .. 500. 

$237 , 500 . 

consider Boyd's estimate as fantastically conserva­
tive. It disregards completely chance in price level s or salary 
levels , and while our ngw buildi ng is being carefully pl anned 
to be ope rated most economioally , I think th e salary item is too 
low irr espective of future wage levels . 

MOreover .. the item, books $75 , 000 . is also too low, 
irrespective of possible increases in the price level . 
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I find that the Institute has not been making any 
contribut ions to our Library through book purchases , as I 
think I told you you were . Dr. Flexner once told me that 
the Insti t te would pur"chase books from time to time whe re we 
we re short and place t hem in our Library under an Institute 
bookplate , but if this prac tice was ever begun it was before 
the memory of our present Librarian . 

Faithfully yours , 

Dr . Frank Aydelotte , 
Institute for Advanc ed Study, 
Princeton , N. J . 
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I • 

1. 

CONDITIONS U GESTED BY T E FACULTY • 

I N CONNECTION WITH POSSI LE GIFT TO 

PRINCETON UNIVERSITY LIBR.A.H:Y 

The Fa.oul t y and Members of the Institute to 1 va S6IDe 
in the Li br a r y A.e.s membe~s of the Princeton ltacul ty • 

2 , Th t an Institute Faculty %'0 m should be set a:'1ide in the 
building plainly marked by suit ble inscription as dedicated 
to t he Institute Faculty in cons i deration of our ~ to the 
building. " . liPf~ 

Members of the Library St aff to be specif ically and plainly --- ~A~ ~ 
~~~~€~d~of~t,he s t atus of t he Institute Faculty. It , as ' I 
further sug ~ested that ' some suitable s t £tement of these terms 
be included in the Princeton ca talog in connection with the 
ds cription of the Librery. 

embers of the Institute Faculty to ha e the same priority in I' ~JA t t 
the making o~ photostats/ ao members of the Princeton t'a.culty. " -r vt 

. " eJ-
Members of the Insti tu te a~ul ty to have t he right to .lake 
su €;estions as to the possible purchase o' books. 

6 , The quetion vms r a i s ed as to whet her t 1 Institute should f.~:.J-
have a r epresentatiV'e on the Princeton University Library 
Commi ttee, but this aug" astion ""as questioned by many members 
of our Faculty. 

7. That this bift should mark tu end of our payments for Fine 
Hall. It 7,'as sug .~ s ted that t her e might be a. reciprocal 
arran eIl'lent of roomS ·in F'ine Hall rO I' our mathematici ru'l s end 
rooms' a t the Institute f or Princeton Univer:;;ity F'e.culty. The 
reten tion of some room in r'ine Hall :as t hought to be important. 

8 . St ck permits for I nstitute Faculty on the same basis as t hose 
for Princeton Univers ity Faculty . 

9. It v s 'uggested th t the Princeton Uni versi ty c8,t alog might 
wel l contain some general st~tement concerning intellectual 
cooper tion witl the Institute. 

10, Access to seminar rooms and special librari~s on the same 
terms as Princeton Faculty. 

I 

11. Accommodations in cCormick Hall for members of' the Institute 

orKin on tho history of arrn :~~ t erms ~s Princeton F:~:t-:J:~' ==c:ffl~ 

r' 14, 
12,5144 
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Prs.3iden t Harold W. Dodds 
Princeton Univ e1's1 ty 
Princeton, 1ew J ersey 

De . I' President Dodds : 

D ece lber I Ll' , 1944 

At the me~ ting of the Board of Trus tee s of t he Institute 

for AJvanced tudy hel~ in Princet )n on December 5, 1944, Dr . 

Ayd~l tt inforned t . ~ Trus tees of his co~versations ~i th you 

concerning the "unc j lhic ll. j ')U a re n o r a ' s inr;, f or t e construc­

ti on a 1 ma i n t enance of a ne ,' rtI.fr~;ihg f(I1:O ~ 1'i :1C Jton Univer-

;,i t;y .b:iepurJ£" D.c. l'yii :"o ttc-:! r i:t.i ~e t :18 qu~ :n~L'n of the a 1'ti c i­
~ 

pa t i on 0 tie l us t'tuts i n th i 3 enterpr i :e . 

I n t l l ,l ise :::;3lo~1 ut i c e su eci , the V·::LU I~ or the Prince-

ton Uni Ve l' S i t" Libra r y t o the \ or1£ or t"le I n3 ti t ' te wa s stron gly 

e!llpha:3izeG. s n tl the Tr ls tees were un~ni nou :.:: in their appreciation 

of th~~ g nero s i ty wi th which P I' inc e on ITni ver :ii t y .-18 placed ~ 

..t:.:a'ilil i'sj,0fS at' its c ~ntr -i Lib ra ry, s.-t~.( _ of vo.r i "u s 8 . ar tmenta1 
~t> .~~/,·t;·vO 

1ib rar i e~ a t t i e ; i 8 00 S ' 1 of t h~ FD~ulty and M~mber s of the In-A . 
stitute . The fru3t ees of thA Institut e welcome th o opportunity 

of paying some y rt of tl e co s t o.\." d. new 1 i ~ rd,ry !)'t:1ilC.i1:1~ in 

or '., "3r thd. t thej may h a v e , Ci."" y .u have so '<i TJ.d ly expr essed 1 t , 6. 

1'1 ~ t t o) t he f.]. c1 11 " ie3 w1, i h they~enjOY~d as a 

ma t t·~ r 0 f . _ ~ D i t 8 1 ivY. 

A..fr-er f ull. dh;cus~,ion it was mo ved an d. car' ied that 

t l e I ::1Sti lute f·'} <;dvu.l1c .d .::>tu · v' 6..~:Jr p!'i a t "?: tbe swn 01' 50 , 000 

t o ,1 e ~ i t-:> ~ . U::'r.:! l by Princ~ton Univer s ity t o'tlard t !..1.S' cost 

of i~ :.et i vn ~r l x.:.tinL.r1"nce Ot the new Princeton Un .i v ersit Lib r a ry . 

It i s to be unc srstood th.t t l1.is <l;l ')l' •. ria t i on i s l10t !l gi ft · but 

, if;;" me t by 'whi ch t he 1n_ t i t u te for At. v a ce l 8 tudy b ears a share 
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of t~~aCil1tie S of Princeton Uni vers i ty 

a.s a re used by the ~'a cul y ~d Member, of t he Institute . Pay-
, .:f. 

ment i s t o b e made .·n t he " asi s o f 5.n '4gr eem 1t be t ween t e 

Inst i t u te and. rinc "7 ton Un i v,e r .s i ty -r.h.a.t , in c ons "' ... c; .<:... j: ion 01" 

c 

t h i 3 su , th _ a It y .m;'; II e",b. "" of -' the Ins titu te . re t o ha V~ ;../vo/d:} 
th sa.:n~ rignt :::' L"S t.he r a .l1bers f t 1e ?rincaton Facul t.y in the 

u se of t h e Library lS' W81 . :- 5 of ot b.ar rAla ted f a e " i t i .e s &.nd 

ser vices a T nro r :t a te to those ie cl::; of s e holtirly W I'k cuI t i-

_ rinci~to U: J.ve.'~i ty b.nd the In. ti t ut8 ~or Ad-

, v need 

Th!=; Ir rus t ees welcome :f- lIT su ggest i on t do t 1:1 room 

shoulld be s ~ t s id~ i n tbe 8 \1 Lib r a r y bui ltin ' ~ or t he use of 

t he Fa culty an d ~emter s . f t n. I n'tltu te . They sugge s t t hat 

such f a rt: .. er que ... ti ns a 11a. t:lI'i s e Gonc 'rning relatl n s b e-

t ween t t e t\!'O i nst i utions i n t hi s ,--onnec ion hau l be de ' lt 

wi th by th pre s i c: .nt f l' tnc eton "ni vers i t" n .:! t he f{1[J..ctor 

of th e Insti tute ~d t hi n the g~n.-.:> r;:~l ..., , r ms of thi ~ gr e ement . 

ur ::;; ...; incerply , 

H . H . Maas .:: 
res ident 
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) .... 

e version 

REVISED RESOLUT I ON 

After ful l ,d i s cus s ion it was moved and carried that 

the Institute for Advanced Study appropr i a t e the sum of 

'i 500, 000 to be pa id to a nd used by Pri nceton Uni ver s i ty toward 

t he cost of erection and maint enance of t he new Princeton 

Univer s ity Library . It is to b e understood tha t this approp-

ria tion is not a gi ft but a payment by which the Institute for 

Advanced Study bears a sha r e of t he cos t of such facilities or 

Princeton Univers ity as are used by t he Facul t y and Member s of 

the Institute . Payment is to be made on t he basis of an agree-

ment between t he Institute and Princeton University th~~, in 

consideration of this sum, t he .£l'aculty and Members of the Insti-

tute a re t o have the same ri ghts a s the memb er s of the Princeton 

l"aculty in the use of the Library as well as of othe'r re lated 

facil ities and services ap ~ r opriate to those fields of scholarly 

work cultivat€d in common by Princ e ton University and the Insti-

tute fo r Advanced Study . 

Decembe r 1 5, 1944 
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f ;:re .ddent Harn d W. Dodds 
/ ~rinaeton .Univer s i t.y 

Princeton, New J e r sey 

ear President Dodds : 

D·eoember 19 , 1944 

At t he meeting of t he Boar d of Trus t ees of t he Instl-

to. t e or Advance 1 Stu::ly held i n P rin cet )o 0 December 5, 194L .. , 

Dr . Aydelotte informed t he Trus tees of his conversat ions with 

you concernin g t !1e funds which you are now raising for t he 

cons truction and main tenance of a new libr a r y for Princeton 

Universi t y . Dr . Aydelotte r aised t he , ~uestion of t he ,partici­

pa t i on of the I nsti tute 1n t h is enterprise . 

I n the discus sion which I.?:n sued , t he value of t he 

Prin ceton University Libr ary to t h e v'lOrk of t h e Institute was 

s trongly emphasiz d and t he Trustees were unani mous in t hei r , 

ap. reoia tion of t he generosity with whlbh Princeton University 

has l a ced its cen tral L ibrar~ , r;;. various ete artment a l Ii' r a r -

i es and other facili ties at t J.e di sposal of t h e Fa culty and 

A •• embers of t h e I nstitute . Ttl.€! Trustee s of the I n stitute wel-

c ome t be p,or tunity of ay i ng sam , art 6f the cos t of a new 

libra ry I n order t.hat they <1.Y ha ve, as you nave so k i ndly 

expres s ed i t , a per m.ane t r i ght t o t he f a cil iti es which they 

have hel~etofol'e enjoY .:ld a s a ID:.. tter of hospital ity . 

AftAr full discussion it a s moved 

t~e I ns titute for AdvEm ced Study ap . ropr iat 

to . e pai d to Prince ton Univers i ty towa r d t h e cost of erection 

E.md ma interu:mce of the new Princeton Universi t y Libr ary . I t is 

'60 coe un er a tOD t ha t t his appr o!)ri a tion i s no t a gi f'§ but a 
, ~ 

payment ~ y wh ich t he I usti tute for Advanced Study bears share 
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of t l,1.6 cost of uch f acili ties of rin ce t n Uni versi ty as ma.y 

b u eu by t he Faculty and ' embers of t he Ins titute . P yment 

i s t o be rna"/? on t he '.:)asis of this agraemer t between t h e 1n-

!> ti ute nd Princeton Univers i ty t h'"' t, in conside' a tion of 

t 'l 'S sum, t he Facu.lty ' nd Member ' or t he I nstitute a re to 

h enre ' ermanently t he "'aIDe right s as the member s 0 t he Princ e-

tqn Faclllt~ i n the u s e of t he Libra.r y as well as of othe r re­

<r.-t- - >ed facil ities and services of t he s" " gener a l C 1 r acter . 

~ fI !"_~ _ The Trustees w l ome your sugges tion hat a room 

W ~ houl b€ et a s i e i n t he new Libr ary bui ldi ng for t he use 

of t he Faculty and Member $ of t h I nstitute . They su . est 

that suc r~ fur t her questions s may ar i se concern i ng rela tions 

betw~e t he t wo i n sti tutions in t hi s conne ..,t ion should be 

de~lt with bJ t he Pres t ant of Princeton University and t he 

Direc tor of t he I nstitute , with i n the general terms of this 

a gr eemsmt . 

Wi t h' 'indest 1'e <-- rd, , I am 

,\ 

::.. ours sincerELY, 

H. H. Maass 
P re s i den t 

Beatrice Stern research files, Vertical Files, Box 4, P 
From the Shelby White and Leon Levy Archives Center, Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, NJ, USA



Th1s pa.yment i s ada with t he under t · nd i ng tha t 

t he lnst1 tute f or d vanc ed S tudy , Vi hJ.le it ,BY inc rease s me-

what i n Size , wil nevert heless remain a rela tively small 

i nstitution . This i its clearl ; sta ted policy , an d i ndeed 

1 t 1 ;;. har i to ~;ee h ow the l nst i tute could preserve it o char-

acte r unless t . ~t polie ~ere dher ed to . I f , however , a t 

~e fU~lr~ t i me , t he Ins titute should ex and so rea tly in 

iz as t o make it s u.s of "'C ue Prin c e on Uni versity Lib i~ary oJ~·c:/;t.v 
out of all r o. orti n to t _ r e 1 . 1 t ~a - '118nt , it i s under-

... tood t a t t he r l1s t ee ' of Pri nceton. Uni ver ~~ i t an of t he 

Insti tute for a v - pc ed Study :Ii y then reconsld'?r t h i a gree­

!JL€mt a md mod i i'i tt in the 1.i gh t of t ha t s i t u tion t o ttl"'ir 

ut ual s a tisTa tion . 
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Public Relations 

Academic Organization 

Biographical 

For notes taken on material in the Princeton Alumni Weekly 
see vertical file under "p" for Princeton University. 
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(References from card catalog at the office of the Princeton 
Alumni Weekly under the subject heading , "Institute for Advanced Study) 

Vol. X,"'(XIII, No.4, po 83'!"'84, October 14, 1932 C~~to locate at 
Princeton; pur pose; list of directors) 

OUR NEW NEIGHBOR 

Institute for Advanced Study to Locate Here Under the Direction of 
Abraham Flexner--Einstein on Staff--University to Lend its Facilities 

Fact definitely established October 10--there had been rumors 
to this effect before--announcement made by Abraham Flexner following 
Board meeting with former Ambassador Alanson B. Houghton presiding. 

There was to be no formal connection between the University 
and the Institute, but Princeton would lend its facilities until 
the Institute erects its own buildings. Nosite selected--no 
b uilding plans made. 

Series of schools--School of Mathematics to be first school to 
begin active work in October 1933. Mathematical group will be 
accommodated in Fine Hall. Planned that second school will be 
school of economics and history. 

r-r. . . 1 '1 
~'.~ f.\t.·~f .. 

Einstein, "most famous mathematician in the world" a ppointed 
to the professorship of mathematical or theoretical physics. 
Coming in fall--will be in residence annually from October 1 to 
April 15. 

Veblen, professor of mathemat ics in the Universtiy until this 
fal~ a ppointed professor of mathematics ±Kxl~~2~xxMa~HXxaxx3«±ocka~ 
aKax~aaOCa~xxx~ax«xxxxxamtxXm at the Institute. Engagement began 
October 1, 1932. Mayer associa te in mathematics to Veblen, 
Vanderslice assistant to Veblen. 

Institut e which bas been maintaining offices in New York City 
but which ha s not yet commenced active work founded October, 1930 
by Louis Bamberger and Mrs. Felix Fuld. (Tells in brief who they 
are). Initial endowment 55,000,000. Flexner first director. 
(Tells of hi s association with Carnegie Foundation for Advanc ement 
of Teach ing , General Educati on Board, author of Universities). 

"In announcing the Institute's decision to come to Pr i nceton, 
Dr. Flexner said: 'Thro ugh the courtesy of the a uthorities of 
Princeton University the mathematical g roup wi l l be temporarily 
accommodated in the new Fine Hall, wh ich is particularly adapted 
to the purposes of an Institute. On the other hand, the Institute 
will be in every respec~separate organization and, while it will 
cultivate cooperative an~ friendly relations with members of the 
Princeton fac ulty, it is hoped that equally cordi al relat i ons may 
be established wi th all similar groups throughout the country ••• 
the students admitted will be few in number and will be limited 
to persons who give promise of unusual~ development in their 
respective subjects.,n 

university welcomes move 

Acting President Duffield on behalf of the University expressed 
interest in the decis i on of the Institute to loc a te in Princeton. 
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Glad to make accommodations available in Fine Hall until permanent 
quarters established. 

Dean Luther P. Eisenhart said locatioqof Institute here of 
great intere s t to the University. Members o f Department of 
Mathematics particularly interested that they are to start with 
School of Mathematics because of personnel with which it begins. 
Mentions Einstein, Veblen--"The Institute is extremely fortumte 
in attracfing Professor Veblen to its staff. Even since he joined 
the Princeton faculty in 1905 he ha s been an outstanding figure, 
and much of the reputation of the Department of Mathematics is due 
to his scholarship and influence. Although the new development 
means the severence of his former connection with the department, 
in fact, he will continue to be in close contact with it. 
The coming of the Institute gives promise of an increasing 
reputation for Princeton as a cent er of mathematica l research. II 

object of the Institute 

Not only for teaching of advanced students but so that faculty 
or staff may enjoy most favorable opportunities for continuing 
research--liberty for the faculty to that end. 

Not part of plan to create professional schooi. 

Most of students admitted will have obtained Baccalaureate 
degree or its equi valent. But Institute should be open t o any 
acc e ptable student who may demonstrate quali f i cations and fitness. 
Many wi l l b e t eachers but the object of the Ins titute is not to 
train teachers. Purpose is the pursuit of advanced lear ning and 
exploration in fields of pure science and high scholarship to the 
utmost degree that [faculties and ability of faculty and 
students permit. {.u h f-tes; 

Institute to be located in New Jersey. 

"The key to Dr. Flexner's program is his emphasis on quality 
rather than quantity. 'If we are unable to find a first-rate 
mathematician,' he said in 19~ 'we will have no co urse in 
mathematics.' Similarly, the members of the faculty will not 
be required to produce 'publication res ults,' nor will there be 
anY:' compulsion as to the direction which their research llhall take o " 

Listed trustees of the Institute. 

2. 
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XXXIII, No.4, p. 86, October 14, 1932,~~Ed i torial on advantages of 
Instit ute to Princeton 

WELC OME TO DR. FLEXNER 

Glad to welcome dis tinguished groupi~~ of scholars that are 
Jto come--although no formal connection wi th Univers i ty Pr~nceton 
will profit. In answer to theory t hat P~1nceton will draw away I l ~ 
scholars from the University said that we should prefer to have 
Einste i n in Pr i nceton rather than in Berlin and would rather have 
Veblen in Princeton rather than -someplace else. "Dr. Flexner was 
bound to build up a strong faculty; we are pleased that it will 
be near us.1t 

Princeton will have better chances of compe ting on even terms 
with sister institut i ons which are as anxious as we are to strengthen 
faculties. 

part of 
XXXI I I, No . 16, p. 341, Januar y 20, 1933 C::-Mid-"Iinter Trus te e s Meeting ) 

ItThe Board accepted t he resignation of Jame s W. Alexander '10, 
professor of mathematics, who will join the staf f of the Institute 
of Advanced st udy at the end of the present academic year~" 

XXXIV, No.7, p. 145, November 3, 1933 ( ~~Debate on wisdom of Princeton 
loc ation) 

Question--does community of Princeton offer proper atmosphere 
for research organization at the Institute? Answers in American 
Scholar, quarterly publication of Phi Beta Kappa: Kemp Malone, 
professor of English at Johns Hopkins said "Ne. 1t He regrets 
fo unders restricted location to New Jersey--thinks Wa shington D.C. 
would be most logical location. Says Institute was forced to take 
quarters at Princeton in midst of undergraduate atmosphere. -

Also from American Scholar, a Princeton alumnus, Gairdner 
Momen t '28, says ttYES." He says there;1. s a deep-sea ted antagonism 
between creative scholarship and the proximity to undergraduates . 
No quantitative study of this q uestion has been made. Thinks it 
is well located between New York and Philadelphia. 

(The debate was whether or not Princeton's soil was too stDn~ 
to g ive proper nourishment to Dr. Flexner's vines.) 
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XXXIV, No. 15, January 12, 1934, w. 335-6 ( -l~ personnel and procedures) 

QUEEN OF THE SCIENCES 

ttMathematics gainS new importance in Princeton and Princeton 
holds new interest for mathematicia~q;A~cause of the presence in 
Fine Hall not only of universi ty ~~lt1r~ s but also of their 
distinwuishe d guests, the members of the Institute for Advanced 
Study.' 

A host usually honors guest--but Ins titute honors its host. 
Has temporary quarters in Fine Hall until new buildings are 
constructed. Princeton mathematical center of the world. Einstein 
is top--also oither top-ranking scientists. - -----.--.., . 

informal association 

No organic conrlection binds Uni versity with Ins ti tute but 
scholarly cooperation between them is accepted practice. "Institute 
mathematicians use not only Fine Hall but also the library there. tt 

The two faculties constitute the Mathematics Club and they 
collaborate in publishing the Annals of Mathematics. 

Gives short history of founding of the Institute--Bamberger and 
Mrs • .Fuld gave 85,000,000, Flexner director, site was New Jersey 
beeause founders asked that it be there, first sc hool dealing with 
mathematics, g iven temporary shelter in Fine Hall. . 

Mathematics chosen as first school because of the availability 
of distinguished workers in that science. Flexner found some of 
the l eading living ma thematicians and the School of Mathematics 
was organized forthwith. 

the fac ulty 

Faculty composed of five Pf ofessors, 1 associate and three 
assistants. Tells how Einstei~ad given lectures at University as 
early as 1921. Tells about placque o~er mantlepiece in one of 
the lounges of Fine Hall, "God is subtle but not dishonest." Veblen 
and Alexander had been Princeton professors--von Neumann had been 
diViding his time between Princeton and Berlin. Weyl from Gottingen, 
Mayer associate from University of Vienna, assistants: Torrance, 
Vanderslice, Zippin. 

Wv.......... 
, "Workers" (students} " listed with last university position 
indicated for t hose on leave of absence and the instttution where 
graduate work was performed for t h e others. 

two-to-one ratio 

Student body very unusual--most of them full-fledged universUy 
teachers. Ratio of two to one very unusual. Another unorbhodox 
fe·ature--"the staff will aid students in deciding general methods 
and , purposes of their work and, as oc casion offers, in the details." 

4. 
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No set method of instruction prescribed. Curriculum cannot be 
fixed definitely in advance because it must conform to the direction 
taken by the studies of those who are actively participating in it. 

Tuit ion $100 per year. "This as well as the generous salary 
and re tiring allov.lances for teachers and the fellowships for workers, 
are in keeping with the announced purpose of the founders and the 
directors to make the Institute a 'paradise for scholars' open to 
men and women of every race with all financial distractions removed." 

financial worry removed 

Most professors have to worry about their salaries--write 
extra books, etc. Institute would endeavor to attract a small 
number of scholars and scientists who will be free from financial 
worry and concern, who willllve and work amidst conditions favorable 
to intellectual activity. 

advanced ~earning 

No undergraduates in the institution--in general to provide 
training beyond that usually associated with a Ph. D. degree. 

XXXIV, No. 30, p. 668, May 4, 1934 

Editorial: 

Well-wishers of the Institute for Advanced study (and Princeton 
University, its neighbor and host, must be included in that 
distinguished company) were delighted to learn last week that the 
recent successful launching of the school of mathematics, the 
first unit in the Institute, is to be followed in the near future 
by the establishment of a school of economics and politics. The 
latter unit is made possible by an 8lonymous gift of $1,000,000 
which sup plements the 55,000,000 endowment given by Mr. Bamberger 
and Mrs. Fu1d, the founders. 

XXXV, No. 14, January 25, 1935, po 324 

INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY 
BEGINS POLITICO-ECONOMIC UNIT 

Schoolof economics and politics to begin work in the fall 
according to announcement 'made by Flexner. Faculty appointments: 
Rief1er, Earle, Mitrany. 

5. 
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Dr. Flexner stated: "No program h as been laid out, nor will 
any program be formed until the three members of the school have 
abundant op portunity to decide upon the methods of procedure 
which they thems mi ves prefer. There is agreement that they will 
undertake among other things a reexamina tion of economt/and 
political theory and that they wil l , with absolute freedom of 
thought, opinion, and expression, study the economic and political 
phenomena of our own times." 

There is no formal connection between Princ e ton University and 
the institute, but much cooperation in scholarly work. 

p. 641 
XXXV, No. 27,!May 10, 1935, 

INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY 
ENTERS FIELD OF HUMANITIES 

Expansion into the field of the humanities was a nnounced by 
the Institute at meeting of the Board of Trustees last week. Names 
three scha:ils. 

Two a ppointments to the new unit: Panofsky, Meritt. 

XXXVI, No. 17, p. 394, February 7, 1936 

INSTITUTE ACQUIRES SITE 

< '\~ ~~ 

buys 200 acres ~ graduate college-­
l ~ apkf!ntments made for staff of 

ita ~ school of humanistic stud ies 
\ . Y' 
~~~ Proposed site known as Olden Farm near grad uate college--

"",,1\.fJ about 200 acres in area. Allis,s purchased hous e on the corner of 
A~exander Street and College Road to be occupied before building is 
begun on the main tract. Institute still occupying Fine Hall. No 
plan s forme as y et f o r the building. 

humanistic studies 

Three new appointments to School of Humanistic Studies: Lowe, 
Herzfeld, Campbell. (Note: arti cle says "The school of humanis tic " 
studies began work with two professors: Erwin Panofsky ••• and 

/( ,/ Meritt D. Lane formerly of Johns Hopkins.") , 

6. 
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XXXVII, No.1, August 14, 1936, p. • 

GEST ORIENTAL COLLECTION 

Princeton is to be permanent home of Gest Collection of 
Far Eastern literature, its value considered to be second in the 
United states to the Library of Congress collection. 

More than 130,000 volumes involved in the purchase which was 
made by the Institute. Reciprocal courtesies make it possible 
for teachers and students of either institution to use the 
scholarly facilities of the other. 

Princeton University ac quired new interest in the Orient 
during last year chief l y t hrough the wo r k of Dr. Robert Karl Reischauer. 

Tells about beginning of the Institute and the three schools 
being established. 

XXXIX, No.5, October 28, 1938, p. 100 

Plans for a s5.9.0,000 building on the ttOlden Tract" west of the 
Princeton graduate college announced by Institute. statement of 
Flexner said that the new building will ,tprovide needed room for 
its now scattered members and at the same time facilitiate still 

t
further the already intimate relations with the fac ulty and advanced 
workers of Princeton University.1t 

Buildings to be called Fuld Hall in memory of Felix Fuld. 

XL, No.6, p. 111, October 27, 1939 

"Al t ho ugh the Ins ti tute for Advanced Study is not organically 
connected with Princ e ton University, it has added so much to the 
distinction of this community as a research center that the 
University has the keenest interest in ev erything that concerns it. 
Last week Alanson B. Houghton, chairman of the Institute1s board 
of· trustees, announced the resignation of the first director, 
braham Flexner, now 74 years old, and t he appointment of Frank 
ydelqtt~ as his succ'esspr.1! Mr. Aydelotte is president of 

!
swarthmore College but even better known as American secretary of 
the Rhodes Trust and a participant in an unusually large number of 
educational foundations, committees, and societies. Mr. Flexner has 

_received many honors in a long and brilliant career, but his tory 
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will undoubtedly place at the head of the list the fact that his 
XAaxK was the creative genius of the Institute. Friends of 
learning everywhere hope that under Mr. Aydelotte it may continue 
and increase its prestige and usefulness. 

~- Card catalog indicated as subject matter. 

The material here was taken from the index of subject matter at 
the Princeton University Press, and includes the following headings 
in that file: Institute for Advanced Study, Aydelotte, and Flexner c 

I Index showed no further reference to the Institute after 1939. 
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PRI CET ' UNIVEH$I'f Y 

Princeton, New Jersey 

George .A. Brakeley 
Vice-President and 1,}r(ftasurer 

Dear r. Aydelottel 

~ecember 22, 1947 

If ltis 00 ven1ent for t he Institute , it would be 
helpful to tho University to receive all or part of tbB 
payment of the pledge or 1, 500, ,000 towards the oonstruotion 
of t he new Library. 11' 1t 1s better for the Inst itute to 
spread the payment. over the fir st two or three months . 
Of -1948. that w111 be quite agreeable to us, and I will 
be g lad to di scuss any plan of payment with the Treas,urer. 

Dr. Frank Aydelotte 
Institut e for Advanced 
Princeton, New Jersey 

Copy to Dr. 
Mr . 
Mr . 

GEORGE A. B 

• 
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CONDITIONS SUGGESTED BY THE FACULTY 

I N CONNECTION WITH POSSIBLE GIFT TO 

PRINCETON UNIVERSITY LIBRARY 

1. The Faculty and Member s of the Institute to have same rights 
in the Library as members of the Princeton Faculty. 

2 . Tha t an Institute Faculty room should be set aside in the 
building plainly marked by suitable inscription as dedicated 
to t he Institute Faculty in cons ideration of our gift to the 
building . 

3. Members of the Library Staff to be specifically and plainly 
i nformed of the status of the Institute Faculty. It was 
further suggested that some suitable stetement of these terms 
be included in the Princeton catalog in connection with the 
description of the Library. 

4. Members of the Institute Faculty to have the same priority in 
the m~g of photostats as members of the Princeton Faculty. 

5. Members of the Institute Faculty to have the right to make 
suggestions as to the possible purchase of books . 

6. The question was r a i sed as to whether t he Institute should 
have a representati v-e on the Princeton Univer ity Library 
Committee, but this suggestion was questioned by many members 
of our Faculty. 

7. That this gift should mark the end of our payments for Fine 
Hall. It was suggested that there might be a reciprocal 
arrangement of rooms in Fine Hall f or our mathematicians and 
rooms at the Institute for Princeton Univer sity F'aculty. The 
retention of some room in Fine Hall was thought to be important. 

8. s t ack permits for Institute Faculty on the same basis as t hose 
for Princeton University Faculty. 

9. It was suggested that the Princeton Univer sity catalog might 
wel l contain some general s t at ement concerning intellectual 
coopera tion with the Institute. 

10. Access to seminar rooms and special libraries on the same 
terms as Princeton Fa.culty . 

11 . Accommodations in McCormick Hall for member s of the Institute 
working on the history of art on same terms a s Princeton F'acul ty. 

12:5:44 
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1947 
L) 

A'RINCETON UNI VERSITY 

LIBRARY 

AYDELOTTE, F . 

1/27 

Relations WOAI 

Faci l ities 

Bj_ographical 

Pr ogre ss Propos al, princeton University , McCosh Library . 

Filed in Vert i cal File under Princeton University , ttplfo 

A, Princeton university 
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J'anuary 27 .. 1947 
, , 

, 1,_ 

Dear Mr. O'Oliar: 

I have lour letter, of .rune 9th and -wish to say 

t hu t 1 support very strongly ' the program for P r1nceton 

Oni vers1 ty which you enclose. , I t is my belief in this 

program which led m. to urle upon our Trustees a ,itt of 
, 

$.500#000 to the' building , of the new 11 brary. 

, . 
Franklin Df Oller, s: sQ.. 
Third ventury !fund, Clio Hall 
Princeton Oniverlity 
Princeton, .ew 3ersey 

Yours sincerely. 

trank Ayde10t te' 

, , 
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Fr"'l.r: l.1.n D tO~lp(' J Esq. 
Tht ~i~ Cf'ntu:.....y Fund 
0110 Hlt11 
Pr1noeton Unlver Fity 
Prinoeton, New J~r~~y 

De~ r Mr. V'Ollprt 

January 13. 1947 

Thhn' you for :\Four l et tar of J . nunry 9th 

enc .oo1ng the pt ~ tpmpnt of the aims ~nd 

opportunltien of PrinoAton UnlY~:."'~1ty. Dr. 

Aydf>1otte 11 awe.y a t the moment, but ,r 1:now 

he will be much lnt~rF sted in ~pedlng this 

be ~1~1. to bring 1t to his attentlnn as BO')ft 

as he returns ~t the end of this m~nth. 

.. 

Yours .ninoerf:ly. 

Jan. S. Rlohn.r·l non . 
SPore t .'lry to D~. A;ydelotte 

• 
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FRANKLIN D'OLIER 'g8 
Chairman 

DEAN MATHEY '12 

JOSEPH F. MANN 'll 

Vice Chairman for Corporate Gifts 

CHAUNCEY BELKNAP '12 
Vice Chairman for 

Woodrow Wilson School 
Vice Chairman for Bequests 

JULIUS OCHS ADLER '14 
PRINCETON UNIVERSITY 

T H IRD CENTUR Y FUND 

CARLTON S. PROCTOR '15 

Vice Chairman for Publicity Vice Chairman for Engineering 

PERRY E. HALL '17 ERNEST C. SAVAGE 'Ig 

Vice Chairman for Special Gifts 
BICENTENNIAL CAMPAIGN 

Vice Chairman for Regions 

HAROLD H. HELM '20 120 WALL STREET 
LEWIS B. CUYLER '24 

Vice Chairman at Large 

CLIO HALL 

PRINCETON, NEW JERSEY 

Telephone 2300 
NEW YORK 5, NEW YORK 

Telephone BOg-6I59 Vice Chairman for Lists and Quotas 

January 9, 1947 

ItT dear Dr. ;Aydelotte: 

On October 24th, in the t wo h1.mdredth yeax of Princeton 
University, the Trustees adopted a statement on the aims 
and opport1.mities of Princeton. The statement may well 
prove prophetic of the future of this ancient seat of 
learning. 

A copy is enclosed. You will, we think, be interested to 
read it. 

The Trustees have given this Committee the responsibility 
of or@3,nizing an endeavor to seek alil!lllli and pub 11 c support 
of the program. As a preliminaxy step, we axe writing to 
you and a few other alumni and friends of Princeton to 
invite your reactions to this summary of what Princeton 
proposes. 

Any suggestions which you may give me will be helpful in 
planning the task we axe to undertake. 

Dr. Frank Aydelotte 
Institute for Advanced St udy 
Princeton, New Jersey 

Sincerely yours, 

Franklin D'Olier 
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IVERSITY 

¥ JERSEY 

Princeton Proposes ... 

INTRODUCTION 

P
RINCETON IS NOW TWO HUNDRED YEARS OLD. The 
Bicentennial celebration runs throughout the cur­
rent academic year. The program of events in­

cludes three great convocations and fifteen conferences 
on scientific and scholarly subjects, which are being 
attended by eminent scientists and scholars from various 
parts of the world. Measured by the contribution which 
the celebration will make to scholarship and to the solu­
tion of world problems and in added prestige through 
the convocations, the year promises to be the greatest in 
Princeton history. 

A Bicentennial year is a proper time for recalling our 
past and refreshing our understanding of our heritage. 
But the dominating spirit running through the whole 
series of events is self-examination and the forward look. 

The following pages describe the constant theme that 
has sustained Princeton throughout the years; how this 
theme is being expressed today; and why and how we 
hope to express it better in the future. The new finan­
cial resources necessary to accomplish thi~ are set forth 
in a table of needs at the end. These needs were adopted 
on October 24, 1946 by the Board of Trustees as the 
goal of Princeton's Third Century Fund. 

. I . 

Beatrice Stern research files, Vertical Files, Box 4, P 
From the Shelby White and Leon Levy Archives Center, Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, NJ, USA



PRINCETON YESTERDAY 

T
HE MEN WHO FOUNDED PRINCETON declared that their 
"great intention" was to raise up youth who would be 
"ornaments of the State as well as the Church." Thus, 

while the desire that young clergymen be men of learning as well 
as piety was prominent in their minds, their interests extended 
beyond the ministry. They also had in mind education for other 
professions and for public service. 

By the terms of the charter, youth were to "be instructed in the 
learned languages and in the li,beral arts and sciences." Members 
of every religious denomination were to have "free and equal 
liberty and advantages of education" in the College. 

Within twenty years the College of New Jersey had enlarged 
her course of study and begun to be known for her emphasis on 
public affairs. More and more did students come to her who were 
seeking an educational background for business and for affairs of 
State. It was not a "useless" education they were seeking. It was 
one for participation in an active life at the highest levels. Be­
cause of her fame as a "seminary of statesmen" young men came 
from both New England and the South, as well as from the mid­
dle colonies, to study at Princeton and to make her the most na­
tionally representative college in. the colonies. 

To this ideal of education of the broad reaches of the mind and 
of cultivation of the whole personality Princeton has adhered for 
two hundred years. Woodrow Wilson's Twentieth Century ambi­
tion for "Princeton in the Nation's Service" accords with John 
Witherspoon's philosophy of Revolutionary days. In her third 
century Princeton does not propose to deviate from her historic 
mISSIon. 

PRINCETON TODAY 

PRINCETON HAS GROWN OVER the years, but the heart of the 
University continues to be her liberal arts college. To it have 
been attached the professional departments of the Graduate School, 
the School of Engineering and the School of Architecture, but 
the liberal arts approach to life touches them all. Her plan of 

. 3 • 
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Princeton Proposes .•• 
study is directed as firmly as ever to the individual development 
of the whole man, not just a segment of him. Her educational 
methods rest on her belief in the unity of all knowledge, the in­
tegrity of the individual and the diversity of human beings. 

This is why she maintains the preceptorial system, small classes 
and the independent work of upper-class years. The new plan 
of study, effective in 1947, is an extension of existing methods 
based on our experience and success in the past. These are expen­
sive methods of education; but in liberal education it is individu­
als and not masses with whom we must deal. The Princeton Plan 
calls for high standards of scholarship for both faculty and stu­
dents, and for a teaching faculty relatively large in proportion to 
the number of students. · • 

PRINCETON TOMORROW 

PRINCETON'S FUNCTION IS EDUCATION for freedom and its re­
sponsibilities. Its goal is to prepare young men to. :J.ppreciate the 
values of freedom and to enjoy fruitful and successful lives in a 
free society. This aim sets the pattern for all that we do. 

We do not aspire to be large in numbers; our normal size be­
fore the War was just right to preserve a closely-knit campus 
community and at the same time to provide the advantages which 
a university alone affords. We do aspire to be great in the quality 
C!f, our instrl;lction and scholarship. But we have no illusions of 
grandeur that bigness will satisfy. By this we do not imply that 
big universities are poor universities, for that would not be in 
accord with the facts. We do assert that we have elected to im­
prove what we are doing rather than to set our heart on the ap­
purtenances of bigness. 

This is not an aristocratic or "special privilege" ideal. On the 
contrary, it looks to the development of the qualities fitting for 
leadership in a free society. It is the method by which Princeton 
can best serve democracy. 

The strength of a university lies in the strength of its teachers 
and scholars. Today education is the most poorly paid profession. 

,. 4 ,. 

Princeton Proposes ... 

Never has the competition of more remunerative and attractive 
employment in other professions and businesses been so threaten­
ing to the future of our colleges and universities. Young men with 
qualities badly needed on college faculties are turning to other oc­
cupations for life careers. 

In this critical moment Princeton proposes to uphold her faculty 
by providing more adequate compensation and better facilities and 
conditions under which to work. She further proposes to continue 
her active search for men of exceptional promise and to interest 
them in teaching careers. This program will strengthen Princeton 
in the first instance but it will also strengthen other colleges and 
universities as it contributes to a rising tide that will lift all in its 
stream. 

Adequate salaries alone will not build a great faculty. Facili­
ties for instruction and research, living conditions that invite 
rather than repel, time for scholarship, adequate libraries, modern 
laboratories and equipment, all these must a university supply to 
its faculty if it wishes to be great. 

A RESIDENTIAL UNIVERSITY 

PRINCETON IS A RESIDENTIAL UNIVERSITY and her educational 
opportunities include a common social and intellectual life as well 
as formal classes and courses of study. Her campus is not a fac­
tory but a community of young men occupied with their studies 
and with a wide variety of extra-curricular activities. These activi­
ties are largely self-directed and self-managed. Participation in 
them is an educational experience in initiative, planning, coopera­
tion, responsibility, and leadership. Princeton believes in this pat­
tern and proposes to continue and develop it. Her daily life on 
the campus is an education in freedom. It fits a democratic society; 
it would never have been developed in non-democratic nations. 

As we plan for our future, let us remember that we are not 
planning for a single institution alone. Princeton's fidelity over 
the centuries to the ideals' of a liberal education and her standards 
of instruction and scholarship impose on us the obligation of lead­
ership in American education. What we do will influence others 
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Princeton Proposes .. '. 

more than we are apt to realize. We must not shrink from the 
opportunity and the obligation. 

In a world now on the threshold of a new and fateful agej 
Princeton is preparing to meet any challenge, to dare any ad­
venture to preserve her integrity and to further her enduring 
purpose. Proud as we are of our history .and grateful for the 
strength our heritage brings to us, we know that to rest on our 
past would lead only to decay and destruction. We intend to be 
the progenitors of a stronger Princeton, not merely the benefici­
aries of generations that came before us. 

THE COST 

THE BICENTENNIAL provides the occasion for looking ahead 
into the third century. If we are to project our vision into the next 
hundred years, as far as we can in our time, Princeton must plan 
toward a rounding out of its present framework and a strengthen­
ing of its fundamental elements. To that end, the trustees, faculty 
and officers of the University have surveyed the University's im­
mediate needs and its needs in the longer range, both of which 
must be met if we are to maintain Princeton and develop it into 
the kind of institution we want it to be. 

Our study proposes that the University's endowment for teach­
ing, research, and the library should be increased in the near fu­
ture by $ I 3,500,000; over a longer period ahead, by three times 
that much plus $7,000,000 more of general endowment. 

Our study proposes that the physical plant be improved now 
by the addition of a few new buildings and the extension and ren­
ovation of others. The cost of these plant improvements is esti­
mated to be $4,600,000 for the near future, with an additional 
million later. . 

To make the University's housing facilities for students and 
faculty more adequate in respect to present conditions and proba­
ble future demands, it is proposed to provide new faculty hous­
ing to the extent of $ I,OOO,ooo and additional dormitories at an 
equal cost somewhat later. 

To complete the University's scholarship program it is pro-

• 6 • 

Princeton Proposes ... 
posed that ultimately $4,000,000 of further endowment should 
be added, $ I ,000,000 of this amount being the need in the period 
immediately ahead. 

THE THIRD CENTURY FUND 

THUS IT IS PROPOSED that the first step in our creation of what 
has been called the Third Century Fund should be the raising 
of $20, I 00,000 in an appeal to begin in the Bicentennial year. 

The table at the end sets forth the chief objectives of the Fund 
program. 

It will be seen from the table that many of the schools and 
departments are especially covered by the program. The others 
are provided for, though not by name, through the general en­
dowment items. Moreover, the relief which these proposed plant 
additions and increased capital funds will provide in specific areas 
will, to a degree, be transmitted throughout the University to 
ease the burdens and pressures of other departments and to open 
new opportunities for all of them. 

These are for Princeton large financial requirements. But 
Princeton should, at this milestone of its history, not be content 
with little plans. We must plan with soundness and with courage 
if we are to affirm our faith in the Princeton plan of education and 
in the nation to whose service Princeton University has since I746 
been committed. 

October 24, I946 

. 7 • 
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1 The following table summarizes the financial 
needs of Princeton University. Two classifications 
of needs are sh~wn, "immediate" and "total." The 
"total" column, representing the long-term needs 
so far as they can be seen, constitutes the ultimate 
objectives of the Princeton University Third Cen­
tury Fund. The "immediate" column represents 
that portion of the total needs to be met as soon 
as possible, starting with a Bicentennial Campaign 
in this year. 
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PRINCETON UNIVERSITY THIRD CENTURY FUND 

THE FINANCIAL NEEDS OF THE UNIVERSITY 
OCTOBER I, 1946 

I. ENDOWMENT OF TEACHING, RE­

SEARCH, AND LIBRARY 

A. Teaching 
I. Increasing salaries and main­

taining pension benefits for 
Faculty 

2. Woodrow Wilson School of 
Public and International Af­
fairs* 

3. School of Engineering** 
4. Near East Studies 
5. Distinguished Professorships, 

I 5 in addition to those now 
existing 

6. Additional Faculty of all 
ranks throughout the depart­
ments, especially including 
Music and Religion (10 to 
20 averaging $5,000 a year) 

Total for Teaching 

B. Research 
I. Nuclear Science 
2. Humanities 
3. Social Sciences 

Total for Research 
C. Library 

I. Book Funds 

Total for Library 

TOTAL FOR ENDOWMENT OF TEACH­

ING, RESEARCH, AND LIBRARY 

• See Section II and footnote next page. 
•• See Section II and footnote next page. 

• 10 

Immediate Need Total Need 

$ 5,000,000 

1,500,000 

1,5 00,000 

IjOOO,OOO 

1,500,000 

$10,5°0 ,000 

$ 1,000,000 

1,000,000 

1,000,000 

$ 3,000,000 

$13,5°0 ,000 

$20,000,000 

1,500,000 

1,500,000 

2,000,000 

5,000,000 

3,000,000 

$33,000,000 

$ 3,000,000 

1,000,000 

1,000,000 

$ 5,000,000 

$ 1,000,000 

$ 1,000,000 

$39,000,000 

II. IMPROVEMENT TO PHYSICAL 

PLANT 

A. Woodrow Wilson School 
Building* 

B. School of Engineering, new 
buildings and equipment** 

C. Museum, new building and al­
terations 

D. Guyot Hall (Biology and Ge­
ology) additions, new equip­
ment, development of museum 

E. Eno Hall (Psychology) addi­
tion 

F . Nassau Hall, renovation and 
restoration 

G. Pyne Library, alteration for 
new uses 

H. Naval Science Building 

TOTAL FOR IMPROVEMENT TO 

PHYSICAL PLANT 

III. HOUSING 

A. Faculty 
B. Dormitories for students 

TOTAL FOR HOUSING 

IV. SCHOLARSHIPS 

A. Endowment 

TOTAL FOR SCHOLARSHIPS 

V. GENERAL ENDOWMENT 

A. Pensions for Non-academic 
Personnel 

B. Increased cost of general opera­
tions 

TOTAL FOR GENERAL ENDOWMENT 

Immediate Need 

$ 5 00,000 

1,000,000 

1,000,000 

1,000,000 

25 0 ,000 

25 0 ,000 

3 00,000 

3 00,000 

$ 4,600,000 

$ 1,000,000 

$ 1,000,000 

$ 1,000,000 

$ 1,000,000 

Total Need 

$ 5 00,000 

1,000,000 

2,000,000 

1,000,000 

25 0 ,000 

25 0 ,000 

3 00,000 

3 00,000 

$ 5,600,000 

$ 1,000,000 

1,000,000 

$ 2,000,000 

$ 4,000,000 

$ 4,000,000 

$ 3,000,000 

4,000,000 

$ 7,000,000 

• The Woodrow Wilson School of Public and International Affairs requirements 
total $2.,000,000 (for endowment, $1,500,000; for building, $5 00,000). 

** The School of Engineering requirements total $:1,500,000 (for endowment, 
$ 1,500, 000; for building and equipment, $1,000,000) . 

• I I • 
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PRINCETON UNIVERSITY THIRD CENTURY FUND 

RECAPITULATION OF NEEDS 

I. Endowment for Teaching, Re­
search and Library 

II. Improvements to Physical Plant 
III. Housing for Faculty and Students 
IV. Scholarship Endowment 
V. General Endowment 

Immediate Need Total Need 

$ 1 3,500,000 $39,000,000 

4,600,000 5,600,000 

1,000,000 2,000,000 

1,000,000 4,000,000 

7,000,000 

$20,100,000 $57,600,000 
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ARTIC I PATI ON I N ADMI NISTRAT ION 

FLEXNER, A. 

EI NS TEIN, A. 

GOIDMAN , H. 

MORSE , Mo 

2/23 
3/15 

Academi c Personnel 

Bio raph ical 

Co r respondence on degree of faculty partici pation in administrationo 

File d in Vertical F2.1 e under P, Participatio n i n Admi n istration . 

' . 

V- 2 Fi le ( v'Q.~~ ') 
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ALANSON •• HOUGHTON 

Chairman 

HDIIERl' H. MAASS 

V ice-Chairma" 

WALTU. W . STEWART 

V ice-Chairman 

SAMUEL D. LEIDESOORP 

Treas"re, 

IRA A. SCHUR 

Assistant Treasurer 

• ESTRER S. BAILEY 

Secretary 

ABR<\RAM FLEXNER 

Directur of the illstitute 

·;. ~::" .i: , 

THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY 
(IOUNIID BY LOUIS 1IA!oL..- AND KD. nux FULD. 1930) 

20 NASSAU STREET 

PRINCETON. NEW JERSEY 

<:ABU ADDRESS: vANsnron PlUNanlN NEW JUSEY 

Februa~j 23, 1939 

Dear Hetty: 

At a. meetin:: of 'elle Trustees of the Institute, held 

Janua.ry 23, there was so little business to transact that I made 

use of the occasion to refresh the memories of the Trustees re-

gardjr. f, t he fundamental points of organization and purpose which 

preceded the f oanding of the Institute for Advanced Study. Pro-

Vrv 

TIIUSTE&S 

PIAN" A YDELOrn 
_S.~R 

AJ.&XlS CAItIII:L 

AaAHAM FUXNER 

]VLIUS PUEDEN W ALD 

JOHN R. HARDIN 

ALANSON 8 . HOUGHTON 

s.uLUEL D. LEIDE.OORF 

HERBERT H . MAASS 

WINlIELD W . RIEt'LER 

FLOREKCZ R. SABIN 

W ALT!:R W . STEWART 

PERCY S . STRA US 

OSWALD nBLEN 

LEWIS H . WIIJ> 

fessor Veblen SUf,Eested that my report would be of interest t o the 

~." 

members of t he fa cul t"-.I, thouLih I b el ieve t here is nothing in the 

re port l'.i. th which every :::ember of t he faculty was not made ac-

quainted before he accepted a post in the Institute. I am,how-

ever, happy to accept Professor Veblen's suggestion, which was 

endorsed ':cy the memb er s of the Board present at the meeting, and 

I am sendinG yo u. here .... Ji t Il t he report, and a ls 0 the comments which 

the members of t he Boa!"d r;"tO.de t );er eon. 

Profes sor Hetty Goldman 
~rospeot Apartments, Art. D-2 
f rinceton, Fe,: Jersey 

Very sincerely YO llr s , 
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THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY 
SCHOOL OF MATHEMATICS 

FINE HALL 

PRINCETON, NBW JBRSEY t~arch 15, 1 S39 

~Dear Doctor Flexner: 

You have been kind enou gh to send the fac L, lty your rep ort made to 

the Trustees at a meeting on January 25, together wi th the cO' :~ent s vibj ch 

t he members of the Boa.rd made thereon . At a recer.t info r n a l dinne r certai n 

asp e cts of t h i s report were discussed by the p rofessors o f the msti tute, and 

we were re quested to give you an account of t he c onclusions reache d . 

The Insti tuc; e has n ow developed in j t s three schools to a p oil,t 

wr,.ere i ts character ct:.n be clearly seen und a :lprec i ated, ~.il d c ! e ':.o st i "~ or­

tant p roblem f rom n ow on, in ou r eyes, is the stabj li ty of what has 'c.een 

achieve d by the Generosity of tte donors anc. your own creat i ve i n s '; r;ht . 

T :" is s tar'ility will dep end up on t ~ . e wi s dom and delibe r ation with 

whj ch f utu re Directors are chosen. It is ,Lhe unanimous op ini on t '.at th is 

choic e should be p receded by a p reliminary con s ultation with the fa.c: u lty . 

It is equally essent i al in the opinion of a na j ori ty of t he fac ­

ul ty t hat no professor be a t poj nted vri t,hout a si m: l a r consultat ion "l'rj th h is 

fut u re colleaGues. 

We understand that b oth the resp onsi t ili ty :.md the fi na l c ho: c e in 

eac!-, cp.se r est with the Director and _.he 30ard of Trustee s. Their action 

shCl! l J. !lC'IreVe r, in oIJr opinion , 1 e p r ece ded "by e. cons u lta ci on 1\il.,h ,,:1C facul t y 

\'/ i. ch s:lO\··lc be "'.ade eff ectj ve by al lovrin/j adequate time for -c;, e c or: s i de rnt i on 

::mc1 i.r..cl ' i r ies whic h are neces ~ ar~! in each case. 

The ~l rofesso rs earnest l y Je s i re that t!le above con e- lus:"or, s 1 e coc-

veyed '~o ,!~e i~oard cf Trustee s . ,;e s hCJ,.l <.l l i k e very much t o tli l k t;:es e !Ia-L -

ters over v, it h . ou , ru: o co add a.ny information vlhi ch ' ,<,· u may desj 1'e c '')l1.cern-

in :.. t . . e or j rL ons e.Jq, ressed. 

~)r . AbraltBJ:l F lexner 
P . O. :30x 631 
Pr i nceton , l' . J . 

10 ) rs sjncerely , 
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PRINCETON Relat ions 'WOAI 

LIBRARY Facilities 

5-page memorandum regarding abGve iled in Vertical 
File under "pfl for Prine eton. 

D, Princeton University Library 
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Submitted by: 
Department of Public Information 
Princeton University 

FO.r publicp.tion: Wednesday a.m., Feb. 21, 1945 

Princeton, N.J., Feb. 20 - As soon as conditions permit, 

Princeton University will erect a $3,500,000 building to hous~ 

its library and t~ provide conference rooms, administrative 

headquarters and individual studies for the teachers and students 

in the humanities and social sciences, Dr. Harold W. Dodds, 

president of the university announced tonight. 

President Dodds also announced that the Princeton board 

of trustees has named the new building "The Harvey S. Firestone 

Memorial Library". The family of Mr. Firestone, including his 

ive sons, all of whom are Princeton graduates, have made a 

of $1,000,000 to the fund for the erection of the 

s ructure. 

The building is one of the projects on the program of the 

Princeton bicentennial which· occurs in 1946. The actual 

construction of it is expected to help take up employment slack 

in the Princeton area in the post-war re-adjustment period. 
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The minimum amount of $ 3,5PO,000 ne e ded for this new 

center of study, instruction and r e s ea rch on the campus and more 

than half of the endowDent fund of $ 1,500,000 ne cess ary for the =------ - -----'--~---., . 
op c ration c: f~h~~~~i19J r~.g_,.~.:n.9 the deve lopm8nt of library r e sources 

-......-...~,_~.:=u..~"" 

we re in hand, Pr e sident Dodds said. 

Contributions to the two funds have b8e~ made by s e ve ral 

hundred alumni and fri ends of the unlv3rsity, ih addition to the 

Fir e stonc s. Pr e sident Dodds r e ve al e d that the Institute for 

Advance d Study, of Princeton, had given $500,000 "in recognition of 

the past s e rvices of the Unive rsity library and of its futur e US t; ." 

Thre e -quarte rs of a million doll a rs has been contribute d 

by a dozen class e s which have rais e d speci a l funds or have pledged 

the g if~s they custo mar il y make to the unive rsity on the 20th 

annive r sa ry of gr adua tion. Other class e s have indicate d they will 

do I ik8vli s.c . 

Commenting upon the Firestone g ift, Pr e sident Dodds said 

tha tit If came at a ti me when the un i V B rs i ty wa s s tr e nuous ly e ng age d 

in an e ffort to rais e money for the new libr a ry and served to 
i 

'redouble our e fforts , to r e ach our obj8ctive. 1I 

"During his life ti me Harv8Y S. Fir 2stone had a deep and 

abiding inte r e st in Princ e ton, fr om which his five s ons have bee n 

graduate d," he s a id. "The sons have expr e ssed to me the hope and 

expectation of maintaining a continuing inte rest in the library as 

the central and es s e ntial f ea tur e in thc ' de ve lopme nt of Prince ton's 

e ducational plans for the future." 
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Mr. Firestone's sons, thr e e of whom a r e in service, are 

Harvey S., Jr., of the Class of 1920 , Russ e ll A ., ' 21+- , 

Lt. Leonar d I{., '31, U.S.N.R., Capt. RaYT'"lOnd C., ' 33 , A.U.S., and 

Lt. Rog e r S., '35, U.S.N.R. 

The new li br a ry will he e r ec t e d in the northe as t 2rn s e ction 

of the campus , abou t whe re the School of Sci e nc e stood be fore its 

d3struclion by fire in 1928 . The structure wi ll form t he north e rn 
. I 

wing and co mpl e t e , a rchit e cturally, a group of i mportant buildings, 

t he othe r compo nents of wh ich a r c the Unive rsity Chape l and two 

cl a ssroom buildings , McCosh and Dickinson Ha lls. 

The new cent e r, wh i ch because of its conce p t o f bringing 

to ge thc; r t ;:; ache r, s t ude n t and books has bee n ca 11 c d a "campus 

workshop", has bee n a ma tt e r of discussion and p l ann i ng by faculty 

and trust ee s for two de cade s. 

Pr e sident Dodd s sa i d th a t the new li br a ry wou l d not only 

r eme dy a shortag e of s t o r age space wh i ch t hl~ c a t 8 n s to stunt the , 
\ 

e ssenti a l gr owth of t he Pr i nce ton li br ary , bu t wo u l d a ls o provide 

physic a l faciliti e s f o r t he deve lopme nt of Prince t on ' s phi l osophy 

of educa tion wh ich is bas e d upo~ the inti mat e int e ll e ctua l associ ­

ation of t e ache r and pup il and the encoura gemcmt o f s e lf- e duc a tion '." 

tlCuri ousl y ," he pointe d ou t, lithe thr ee i nt e grate d maj or 

advan ce s Princ~ t o n has made towa rd it s educationa l idea l have been 
- I 

sp ace d twe nty Y'2 a r s apar t. In 1905 , the unive rsity in troduc e d 

( th e pr e ce ptorial mct~od of inst r uc tion which br ough t the t 2ac hc r 

off the l e ctur e pl a tform and into the J;l1 idst of a s ma ll gr oup around 
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a table. In 1924, Princeton put i nto ope ration the u ppe rcl ass p l an 

of in~epende nt s tudy which e n ab les the student to pe net rate i n to 

the real m of scholarship. 

"The se t wo innovations an d subs e quen t r e fi nemen t s h ave 
I 

e.n;,.... 
sounde d the knell of that ~ whe n a standa r d t ex tbook or two in 

each cou rse was the ex t en t o f under gr adua t e r e ading . The new order 

re quires the student to de lve into many books and e ve n into sou rce 

/ materials. He is called upon to spe nd mo r e time wi th books than 

in classrooms. 

" Now, twenty years af t e r t he s e cond adv a.nce wh i ch has con-

tri bu t ed to thi s change in pro cedu r e , we a r e re a dy to e r e ct a 

building whe r e in the student may pu r sue his e ducation with books 

and faculty gu i dance at his e l bows . We r ega r d the new libr ary a s 

the capstone of ou r e duca ti ona l st ruc tllrE~ ." 

Th e new bui l d i ng will have she lf space for 2,000,000 books, 

nea rly double the capacity o f Prin c e t on ' i pr e sen t li b r a ri es , and 

will l end it s e lf t o al mo s t i nde fi n it e e xp an ~ i o n. Whi l e a ll f i e lds 

of -study in t he unive rsity wi ll be ne fit f r om i t , the workshop 

concep t appli e s pa rticul a rl y to thos e de p artme nt t ha t do not now 
I 

ha ve the physica l faci liti e s , such as the ir own bui ldings 91' lab-

or a t ori 2s , which br in g t he s tud s nt and t e ache r into contac t. 

Ca rr y in g ou t t h i s ide a , it wi ll pr o vi de accommoda tion s , in 

ea ch case n e ar the bocik coll e cti ons in t he ir r e ~pcc ti ve fields, for 

f a culty and students in cl as s ics, e conomic s , Eng l ish , h isto ry, 

mod e rn l angua ges , ori ental l angu agc s , ph il o s opny , po litic s , 

r e li g i on and various othc r divisions. Each student who n a e ds one 

will h ave his own in d ivi dua l study c arre l f o r his in de pe nde nt and 
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th e sis work. Th~re will be approximately 500 such individual 

work-rooms. 

The book st acks in the Firestone Libr a ry will be l a rg e ly 

unde rground. This plan make s possible a system of ve rtical circu-

lation of bo oks fro m th e stacks to the s em ina rs, confe r ence rooms, 

sp e cial librari e s and othe r roo@s above , a uni que f e ature which is 

expect e d to r e sult in e ffici e ncy and e conomy of ope ration. 

O'Connor and Kilham, of New Yo rk City, are t h e archite cts of the 

building. 

"Th e new building will be the succe s so r to the Chance llor 

Gr ee n and Pyne Li br a ri e s. The for me r was e r e cte d in 1873 through 

th e gene ro s ity of John C. Gr een and wa s name d f o r hi s brothe r 

Chance llor Henry W. Gr ee n of the Cl a ss of 1 8~ 0. Th e l a tte r was the 

s e squicente nnial gift of Mrs . Pe rcy Rlving ton Pync and was c r e ct e d 

ip 1897. 

The s e two buil d ings wh ich a r e connec t e d will be transformed, 

upon compl e tion of the new library , into a dm inistr a tive offices, 
I 

f~culty quarte rs and hea dqu a rt e r s of student activiti J s. 

Although suffici ent f unds a r c in hand to a ss u r e the e r ection 

of the new librar y , alumni comm itte '2 s in va rious s e cti ons o f the 

' country who have assiste d , in ob taining contributi uns a re continuing 

their e fforts to mee t o r e x.c c ed the e sti mate d tot a l r equir ement of 

$ 5,000,000 for construction costs and e ndowment. 
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1929-1956 

PRINCETON UNIVERSITY Educational Institutions 

List of the members of the faculty of the Mathematics 
Department of Princ e ton University and t heir status as 
~rofessor, Assistant professor, Ass i stant Professor, or 
Visiting Lecturer for the above years. 

Filed in Vertical File under Uplt for Princeton University. 

The Official Register of Princeton University, Graduate School 
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COpy FOR DR. FLEXNER 

President's Room 

Dear Professor 

C 
o 

P 
y 

PRINCETON UNIVERSITY 

Princeton New Jersey 

November 27, 1936. 

The work of the Institute for Advanced study is 
now of such scope as to make it desirable to regularize our 
administrative procedure in negotiations with them. This letter 
is, therefore, being addressed to the chairmen of those depart­
ments whose programs touch that of the Institute. 

In choosing the personnel and determining the 
policy of The Institute for Advanced Study, Dro F1exner has 
at times s ought the advice of members of our Faculty. Also at 
times members of our Faculty on their own initiative have 
ap proached Dr. F1exner with suggestions, the adoption -" of which 
they thought would enlarge the opportunities at Princeton in 
their fields of study. In so doing they were recognizing the 
relationshi p possible between the University and the Institute in 
scholarly matters. For this reason the future development of 
the Institute is of interest not only to individual members of our 
Faculty but to the University as a whole. 

I have been considering ways in which our 
relations with the Institute may best be so coordinated as to 
avoid misunderstandin~s and the danger that various persons may 
work at cross purposes. To this end I have designated the Dean 
of the Graduate School as our representative in these relations, 
and I am now asking that all members of the Faculty will consult 
with him before taking up with the Institute any matters which 
concern the cooperation of the two institutions. 

I may add that this arrangement meets the approval 
of the Director of the Institute. 

Sincerely yours, 

(signed) H. W. DODDS 

Copied by jeb, 5/17/57 
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PAULI' Biographical 

5/10/40 Aydelotte cabled Pauli invitation as visiting 
professorft S5,000 thanks to generosity Rockefeller Foundation. 
state Department wouldn't admit for 1 year so offer extended 
to 2 years. Applied for citizenship with wife September 1940. 

Pauli gave Wheeler's lectures at Princeton, 1942. 

1942-43 membership S4,000 stipend--1943-44, 1944-45, 1945-46 

6/17/45 Aydelotte offered Pauli professorship at $10,000 
with TIAA 83,000 per annum, for pension of 84,000 - $4,500. 

10/20/45 Aydelotte offered visiting professorship at 
810,000 4/1/45 see Weyl's paper on Pauli 2/27/45 (Att:ached 
chrono) 

11/16/45 Pauli awarded Nobel Prize. See ~tX.tXmmx 
?? attached. ------

Citizenship 1/26/45. Pauli to Zurich Reb. 1946 and 
Trustees upped his salary to 815,000 (Morse to Pauli 3/21/46) • 

Declined permanent professorship 8/12/46 but wishes to 
remain a permanent memberft. 

10/11/47 Oppenheimer invitation for 1 year, 1948-49 at 
tX;JM $15,000 (attached). Took Swiss citizenship. 

(see salary and appointmentft notes for rest). 

Original and attached papers filed in Vertical File under 
It P" for Pa uli. 

D, Pauli 
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~. 

K. ;TS . PS.AUOm IDS 

SElK.lir"'l' .RARE 

COpy 

Posta.d.r"sJI Stockbol..lrt 50 
'hlef'cm )) 63 69 

-
Princeton 'Utllvet'mttl' . , 

f E,i DC. $ 00 Ntl-. ) 

Dear Prole.eor P~ul1, 

1i beIJ to contin my. t.legl'GJI .~t It-et el$bt lntQra~c 

~ tba t the Royal. S.~lh Aeade.1q ot $else •• 't It. • •• tma: 

lIoYeJlber l,tn bQ decided to award ;you. this 1e&1't S abel Pn'e 

101' P'qs1ea £o't')'Ollr d!.seoveJ7 of t.b~ exclu.loa prillc1.ple naaed 

at'tel' 1'0"4. 

0.. b4thalt ot the Acad.-y I alco uve the honor to in<f'i't. 

1o~ to the .o1emntty to b. ~d here ~. the annlver~ar.y ot tn. 
deeoe •• of illr d Nobol (Dec.'ber lOth) 'Where ·the pr1 •• ,8l1IIU 

I • 

•• U.s the diploa and the tda1 ill &014 will b. 'bud.a. oyer 

to~. I-.dtawl, a~ter the. tesU ... al ~ b ... t w1ll tollow' at 

the toWll HaU. 

It OIl yOur pres'WSpt1. ve · ... 1.1 t to a.eden ,you .,40\.114 b, 
, 

.cCOllpan1,tId by a friend or by lIembor. of your t'am11y, \hey', ot 

eour s, .~ -.].$0 included 1a W. inYitation.! ~llow.d b. wch 

obll edto IOU 1f, in ~t case, you would k1Adl7 1niQl'il ·lMt ot 
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~1r nu •• in Opu,tI':r tn&t .CAriS 1)&, be iul1 issued to them. 

in tbl& ~ee,t~_ I rlan t,Q $enl;.~o:n ~t • one ,of 

' the toUo,d.ng da~ til,o klfta''')1' tn. 11zl;g u~l)" .give •• - d.1J:$.~J" 

to \t' ~b the .~ :u.ur,'eat~u· Qd 1n ~,.C4mt y ..... ,al.o · ~l;J.ell' 
I ' , •• ' 

h.d1.es -... U~1~. 

l&lloul~ It- ".ry _em Obl'lgaci to you if ,.on .quld fd.nQy 

, 1~t, •• bo", a:. __ '!-. ,peS:.,lbt0', .h&~~~fou~t~. tA> , &~"~I :._ 
• r ~ , • . ..: ; '-..I' 

W. oc~,.s1oa, .tn..,. J.ect\1~ ~ch .1,s tncum~ftnt~~; ,~~~ ~t~~.1' 
• • ~ .' I ", " ".'....... r "l: ' ... ~ l, 

"l,~1n' el:K tIiR~ of . th"'~4fr.B da, .. t .,._,.~ :Pt'~ •• ,~': ~dt, 
~ .. ;" ~ -, .... ,,': ... ~. \. .::... . ";~' _.../, .. .. 

I • 

. ' .' ~d. ~t 1\1lU:' '.t~e.a -i .he '~_ ~e~~ri 'cto\ t~t l~'tur • . .,b:t@ . .... tQt:rat 
>I '. If. \ , 

-t.J1.8,\l~Je •• ~ fbi_ ,t~ .pri; •• '.~. 'b"" •• t4"j ·' 
" ~ ' . I' .... : ' . ~ • • ,~r " .~ 

.f'tnIlll' ... . ";fI. I 'gre~ •• ;tn,'t. ,.~u .. ~l.r,.rri •• ' .... ~. ~8fp". th4t 
\ \ ', . ~ -" . . .', . . ,. " , . 

;Oth .l~ t~t "t , .. o~i :·,b. ,lll - ~~ .;~!e;*:.~t·"~'7. · toG l>e~.~q~t;", 
~ ~ ;,., ! • ....' 'I, ' 

beta,". tbe ::~.¥t~~,:, ~.j~~~~. ~t-. .\he ~.~41A." ~~~l\J~ . ~ ~. ,,te.GUT, ' , . 
, 't, ' ~ ~ , .' ' ~"~;' , 'i,' "., ' , ' (. , <~ ~. • I "I-

11"'$_ ,.~,~~~ ' ;~~'.: r ~~~:i$.~,. tf,~A~7!.)~~~i~ ':i'~~s'. ,,,P.~~ ·.and 1<1>". 
• \ r ... . =~. ~ \~ 1/ .J:.' " r ~~ , I - , .... , '~ .. ~. " ' .,. ~ .... 1~' , ,r~ 1 

1r.O'U:1il 'ai:-td-. '.tb. 0)1.- ~,~.d..$tl '-QJ '~.:I:-_: ~, .... , ~.t. ·d~l'-:at , 
' ~" ,... .' ~ .. ' '., '. ' \t. ~., ','I ,'. I t l'~ • ,:,.. ': '"' '. ,-,; \ ..... ..' '~, ·,t., • ~ . X I!'." ... .', "~"~ L.. ' " 

·our~. i., -th . ..... ".'ea" . ~\'9·tJ-1 ttC ·i4e..kr :' •• ~7 "~'J"~ : £ 
• • t' . , ... \ ~ ~ .. '! I " 

baTe t - \~~~~~ . '~,.'~~~l!l"\;~U" ~~ ' I~ '~ __ .~\ ' 1~~ . .,Q.l •• ·.rj)t 
• , , '.. "':., j.. ,I' I \. d ,.-

ZIri:~i:t, ~f.~.o~: b~-e~ .: ,n~ hi. · '~,f~;_.'.. . 
! -L. • . ~ .. ,1, ~' .f, t " ~ • " ..... , r.. • .~, 

: "" . " ,,, 'I'<; ~. , ' . , .,.' 

.. ' : . ~,'. .,) .; " .. ~~ ~1aC_.iy: . 

"AulJ,l(<Esftlta , 
, ,. " 

Sec.r .. ~ " pe.r.p .• '.o~' _ it." ,Sw~i.h' j.~-7· 
- .. 

, " 
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~ 'J I 1 , 

( 

. . 

I 

Xl .",1 the, uu •• · of Wd. Utt _4 atO ... ~Ctt'. of t1 .... 
.... pl ..... ' ... ·~h • . fUI' ·1 aball haTe .~o4 Jo) . ... , fb., 4 ... , 1., I. 
w ,U. 10"& 11tHI' _ of · laYl\a'lo.~a 't.t~ .Ua~ '~f ..... r , hel"' tor th. Mad_lo 
,.at, S~"_.r 19~ .0. .... , 19ltg. ... b.'UI\ •••• who .. . .t-'oJ'l.ett 'hll 
i.nyt.'lon. ha ...... t ... tu $15.,000 lor TOU .'l,en4. · it \U.l'n., ·out ~, 
you oouJ.d QOII. to .. ' 'Oa17 7PA" 01 lb • . Tlar. th.,. 1JQQ14 . .. PJ"opoJ'tlona' • 
.. n"nablt. . 

Whell lA., ".: q .Oke . '0 ... ~ 0ti1.~ . _ . .r."u. '-Cide4 a. 
to vh.\l!u~, ;rOll wol&l4. ,t.,iIl 'h1, 00..'17 o~. _ Q . ·k ... 1oh. I ba.' 
'fer7 au.oh h"Pea '~t 1'0\1 WOlIl4 .t,U here: 0 . en. ' • '0 ' h " lOu .. aA .e _ 
Illlh' haYI toaa ot tbe coo'tJau,. ,of"' . . . . .. ' .,. tOll gO" tb. ..,1-
'1!lt. far too ".11 to.I' •• to be _bl., . YO , h in .. "1 ... .,. there 
¥l11 b •• ~e ohaaa •• , , h.r. Yill _,1 .'{ i., aor. -.J.- • ~ • 
lu.iT; .. f." .o .. e, people 1Iib.om to. 11 tl an. 1ft Vb. JO\'l .111 tlllA 
fr1.adlhlp aD4 wteaoa, an4 it ... • ao.J'1 php.lc.~ fbel'l will 
ailb, b, _ch 'batt •• '."WI,,· 

1ft. ,.,., X 1, • l 001114 111 .IUaT .... bayt gq ••• d.. how 
010.' ,Old' la'."e.' aM. ' 'W1.. _, 'n.. .e" ~''''lopMA'. 1a Ph7e1 •• 
"l'a '0 ova. 1 would 1t , w1 • ,."U .. 1,.,'te ... alJou' .,!ly.l.1 _, P'" 
loud. thai U i. 110' ".00': " th tbl, tole. 1a',.1' ot la"".1Itoll. 
,u' it do • • DO' ' It' •. to a. uare.lOlla;,le '0. bope tha, 'b, a .,...,. tJou IlOW 
_ .... wlil be &a.. tln.thbce Ii,. for &C)t.uc. h wovld, 'b •• hapjplA ••• to 
'be .ear to ,IN: ., 'h.' , ..... 

,1 '0 bOp. 'bat 70\1 will wut- to 0.0Il'. aad. 'OU vill n-. .. l, ,1\ .... 
'0 ,. '014 ' b.' 11", Job ... 1. VCtag ,.'OU aD4 maca '0 "e At t,.teD4l, 
,. ' hi. tnyl, . UOll •• '0\1 ,6'1,1)1, 0'" tNt.. UY' bath ail.ea .J0\l ., • .,., 
_OIl. W. wo1ll4. like '0 '1', ':0 pt(fk 11p aga1l1 W1",e " left (tfl in t he .... . 

'\,,_ ot 1,41.. 'hare are .a' UD7. ih1acl whlch lead tilea .. l.,., '0 tha': lnd 
th,l. t. one of ~ ... 

" ,1 .~ '''''.,aol' wol'rpIW Paull 
! ech1lleha ~.cha1. 
"e.lab, Sw1'.eI'UH 

.Slaoel'elJ' • 

lobe" Opp'Dh.tae~ 
1)1I"8otOI' • 

\ 
\ 

\ 
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----PART I CI PATION I N ADTvlINIS'llRATION Ac ademi c Personnel 

TRUSTEES ( PRESIDENT ) The Corporation 

BROWDER , FELI X Biogr aphi c a l 

Lewis Strauss I memorandum on Felix Browde r . 

Filed i n Vertical Fil e und e r P , Partic ipa tion in Administration . 

A File, Lewis W. Strauss 
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ROODl5600 
30 Rockefeller Plaza 
New York 20, N. Y. 

April 10, 1953 

Dr. Frank Aydelotte 
Institute for Advanced Study 
Princeton, New Jersey 

Dear Dr . Aydelotte : 

The attacheu memorandum is 
sel f - explanatory . I would appreciate 
it if you could r ead it promptly and 
let me have your views . 

With best wishes , 

Faithfully yours 

~ 
Lmvis L. Strauss 

Enc . 
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April 7, 1953 
Confidential Hemorandum 

to the Trustees of the Institute for Advanced s tudy 

Dr. Oppenheimer and Dr. Von Neumann called on me today in the 
matter of Dr. Felix Browder, in continuation of the agenda item which Was 
left unsettled because of the lateness of the hour at the meeting of our 
Board on April 3. 

Dr. Oppenheimer stated that it had come to his attention that the 
Guggenheim Foundation would probably act on Dro Browder's application for 
a stipend within the next ten days and that in the event their decision 
was favorable, the Institute could not defer--without embarrassment--an 
answer as to the admissibility of Dr. Browder as a student whose stipend 
was independent of action by' us. 

Dr. Oppenhei mer brought with him letters of recommendation from ' 
scholars which he had mentioned at our meeting but had not been able to 
present. Copies are attached to this memorandum o There is also appended 
a copy of a transcript of a telephone conversation between Dro Marston 
Morse of our faculty and Dro Hode of the f aculty of the University of 
Boston where Dr. Browder has been stationed. 

For the information of our recently elected Trustees and of those 
who were not present at the meeting, it should be said that the reason 
Dr. Oppenheimer brought this subject to the attention of the Board is 
that Dr. Browder is the son of Earl Browder who has been prominently 
associated with organized Communism in the United states, and also for the 
reason that a previous 'application by Dr. Browder was r e jected by our 
Faculty on the ground that at the time he was not, in their opinion, of 
sufficient scholarly promise. Dr. Oppenheimer reported that the faculty 
of the School of Hathel1J.atics, after earnest consideration of Browder's 
scientific attainment, has now (1) voted to recommend his admission to 
membership and (2) voted to reserve ~;3, 750 from the stipend funds of the 
school to be made available to Browder in the event that his application 
to the Guggenheim Foundation was not successful. Under ordinary circum­
stances, the Trustees are not called upon to act on such adnissions. 

A check with the authorities at Columbia University, which had 
considered Dr. Browder in a t eaching capacity, indicates that he was 
dropped from consideration "for reasons of policy", but whether this re­
ferred to insufficient scholastic standing or to other f actors was not 
clear. 

There appear to be two possible questions: 

(a) What should be our posi tion if Dr. Browder obtains a Guggen­
heim grant and applies for admission as a student member for one year? 

(b) 1Vhat should be our position if Dr. Browder does not receive 
such a grant and applies for resident membership for one year, to be 
supported by stipend from our Institute? 
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In his application to the Guggenheim Fund, Dr. Browder has stated 
his intention of studying at the Institute. 

It might avoid the necessity of a meeting of the Board if the 
~ Trustees l«>uld communicate with me as promptly as possible to indicate 

their views in the two contingencies mentioned above. 

Lewis L. strauss 

\ 

Beatrice Stern research files, Vertical Files, Box 4, P 
From the Shelby White and Leon Levy Archives Center, Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, NJ, USA



ConYenatiOil 1If1th !~ B. Bode, Cha1nun of the Departman\ ot rt.t.heut1cs " 
Boston Un1yeralty~ 

MOrMl -
Mode r 

nor.e . 

I all conceraecl witll rocosaendlng FelU Drowder tor positiona in t.l:ltl 
aat.b. world. I would like to know wb¥ his appointment was 1.em1nat.oo" 

He waa appointed to r~place Sob,a,yk who went to Calif rniA on leav 

tor a TGu.. The leave to Sobesyk ¥faa extended for a !lI9cond yea.r &x,d 
BroMier e. appoint.-nt alec.. He bad rw pt<arJd.e of of-bar than tflCllpor&ry 
.. plo]llent ~ The prir.dpal rllla.ona for the tfjrmindbn of h.ts 1~~po1nt­
Mnt wa.s th£o.t -he "4! ~at a!.'ac. ~r'y ell IU. 1.IJlde .q:,1·~uat.. t f.! ,l er". 
Wa t~ ve hAd tl"C't1blW 'w1 th our W\Je f' :rf ,1.0 . -8 e. c. Jtn~: .nd t ..... vo ,.- t5hed 

. to rttj '36 1. t l.v~l > 

He ta.U[;ht nine ll)-..u"s ..... r)d ci1.M' .. t.e.l 0 1.8 Qr t ;r. t.i' "!5 f.:' " y l~~; l. iU,.(}\ -: 

wit.h M.a verj "61 IIIH~' h ~-1d :I' tI f.tl ·~t~ of ~<: - ' U8. WI 

Mo:':" .. e. Dt,d he '\( ' an} ~. fr l . ' . :' ·, o '.\. nu t .ll', ", ~o· ,. " 0' 1 

lfode 

Did political corutldsrat1on.s er.tklr J. lIt.Q ~ q'/lIE'a'tjun '.If b1..l 

re&fP)intMnt' 

That u a difficult. q'W'!s\ion to a.rwwer OYer the telepboM ., Tha 
19th .. e'Ut.!f t1.rat re.oa.unded that he not be rc&ppointud on th<l Jrow..:i, 
given abown Tb1.a ... a4cept.ecl tv theQalwu..t..ra llon" Later t.hd sW! 
reccaM~ t.h.at be be reappoir~ted and t.h.1a change was not accept ed by 
the ad-1ni'tratlon. 

Bo~... Wha\ would be the nat....nt ot the ad111n1at.ra\lOn u to the reasone 
tor the tem1D&tJ.GD of bU I"Mppo1DtII8nt' 

110M, - I UdIIk ~ wo.W ' .... with U. t1rw\ no uldatlon of toM math... 
n.tt \IIIa'1III .... be nappe1aW t. & J"eUOM ,1Ya by tha .. th. 
ltatt. 

....... r.. an .,.. ..... ill • ,.u..... v..u,.. un M ...u _ 'QP bca 
_ ..... plue IIIIl W .. _ tutt •• , 

..... ra, I wUl lie _ ia t.-. .n MIt __ • -
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J!. We tel, ... , II ••• _W .... "Ill .... ~ III ~ ..s.wnltr __ u tba, _ tlnw ... \M __ ..u eft.,. hill. .._ 

--Jr •• 1 I laW .. OalwNa • 1M' ... '-' -- .... t ... u.a et a., ... .au _, .. _ .... wl-t.b U. appe1D...... v. _w •• ". 
ia ..... NIl ... w.w nq wit.h .. ,. ..... u, .. _ did _, t .. 1 
~, .... Air walAl. 

I. we tel, *\ III &er _ •• ,,'S"'7 -' .. ~t.e toe.abe ..... 
8IpcaI'W ". due ...... ..u.. lIIItayorabla. W. -.nt.ecl to bUW 
........ tnd1Uoa ot pod ~\e '''Snc. 

l. II1a perNIIAl1v of tend d1tt1CN1U .. ot a a1Dor _tun. III - I'I"dt 
AD4 \aM (...u --'-:r). tba" are OGBpLtim.. troa !!.I.!. about 
blI tail.lln to ret.\II'D booIaI. 1Iba I apoke to hill about t.h1a .... 14 
hi wnlA retarD \M boaka at GDCe.. "EnD in the AU"I.te t.hNe 
tal" WN1clllOt ..nat to ..oh it ... rea1lT bad • place tor hSa.· 

OW atalt 1a DO' large, abeaut. a1x tull tbae 1n8tru.oton . Browda:r re.elyeci 
,),000 wb1eh be ooald Rpplaent tdth 1600 or '700 by ~:r WCII'k. 'l'bI tint. 
.,.,te of t.ba .tatt,.. cl1rtdHs I hacl reoc.unded no re.appoint..nt lupl¥ on 
crotmda (1) and (2) .... Vd:a" .. YOt.ecl~ Later.ow. _ben of t.he .Wt t-acht 
... wen .... " ., I c:hupd ffl¥ 1"Ote aDd we voted to l"eC~nd an appo1.1ltIMnt 
ritb~!Lwork ;na. (~11 oon.l.tent) .. An appolnt1Dent .t t.hu t1ae b7 
WI" would Ii&" be tor tbro. 7 ... re .. an U.1.8t.ant Prof ••• or" n. 
"1n:lat.ratiAD did DDt 80 alODg~ 

Pel'eoD&ll1. I t.h1nk he .bould be . iJl a lllrger wUverwity. I th.ink M wu 
hapPT .. but leaking tor a better plae. . Thera 'faa notb1Dg at all .t \be 
pel1Uoal 1a CNI" oeDIidarationa. _' (bp.ated aevanl t.1mNe) 

,' ! . ' 

.. 
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.. ill ~ LlI'. z.u ....... h t. I, .. 
" : 

, e '11 Jf.-. 

...., ...... DNa "oa~17 
IM~l_M tv ~ It..q 
~."'Jer"T 

Dear DMDe. 

J..a17 22, US) 

'elU Browder au uked .. \Q , 111"1 \..e \e loa 1A c. ... e t.i.OD 
Idt.lt 1aU~t8d'1 __ T' '\he r.. ti "ute. 

I ",ard t.M work of BToWde,. ill part i al ditfe"ut.t.al 
e,_t.to .... be1q at 1 .... '- \oM aqu.al of a~ be~ don. ill 
iM wor lcl \eciq. 

I e.l.o.e • COPI at \he nr.r.noe 1 •• nt to the GUCCeDheia 
'eUowahip pMpla 111 h.1a behalI. . 

(.) .raaa LniD801l 

ILl'" .... 
. .. " 

• 
',' 

" ... " 

I 
Beatrice Stern research files, Vertical Files, Box 4, P 
From the Shelby White and Leon Levy Archives Center, Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, NJ, USA



I.;: -;--- 1-- -_ -~ -4~- • •• 

"... ! 
t' 

'Olllan LeTiuOIl 
Prot •• .or· ot fta~tlc. 
Departaent ot ftath ... tioa 
fta •• achuet.t.a lnaUtute of Tecbnolol1 
Cubrlclce 39, Pl .... ac,hu .. tt.a 
.1amaal7 7, 1953 

jt the &f;e or ~5 rel1.x 81"0..0.1' baa already aaoe ,r@at ad~anuB i.n t.h. 
\019o",-y d pa.rt1 .. 1 dit,f'erent1al equatiQnl of t~ .1~1p1.1e type.. H. ha- had n(> 
(uJ d.ance fro. &I\Y un10r aatheaat1e1a.n ~'t. na. be-n ent1.rfol.,y en hi. ewn.. What. 
he haa acnje,ed 14 •• oat compreh.n.!ye tbeory or linear elliptic .,.tea. ~! 
arbttrary order ,wclud.1.n« alao th_ ei.genyuu. pl"Clbl.a8 Thh latter re.uH 
_fOU.S t.h.at c~rt.a .1n hyperbolt e and pa.raboUc cues al .o yte1d t.o h,H a"thrJd.e ~ ) 
I n !,"~~ra.l ot tU. e .. rl.1 reault. lu.wJtaneou.a a.nd . jndel-')@nd~nt dll!_ Yt' i ~HI t .. er 
aade Dr a.,nU ng in Swed..n and Viab .. t k ill Ruata. HOW'IIYt:T in aJ 1 ~e Later wort 
h@ .ftelU 'to ha.,,, palled w. l l "yend t.hfll IC(;~~ fany o t her" ir ,8r,8 in th • a..rt'a. 

Browoer'_ result. are c o r.ta..ned i n ( j "" O l L@'::., T"c. ha \'« be"n p \lb iahed 
ill u,- Pro e .. cUllI(' of the Matlrin .. ACld ... y ... Ii t.w a r~ h.avJ> aJre a y .b ... n stln-t 
1n t Q tbtt Proee.ding_ Dl Jlfar8hal l St..or.. . The f 1 r tl t¥u JU,b b~en S9 nt. tc. "fc"n 
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Departaen\ of ftaua.at.1 .. . 
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laat1tut. tor AdYan •• d !tQdT, 
Pr1Dcetoa, ~w J.r.e1~ 
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Jaaaar,r 22, 19S) 
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cer\a1n.1.y snap him up . 

SlncfI,r.1y your., 

4-

/ 

(.) Charl •• B. "orrey, Jr. 
Cba.1ru.n, Depart..nt of ftatMaaU. 

Cilia lib 
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Dear stra USB I 

! hr.vt': thOllght "'I8!'7f carefully over your memo-

randum about Jrowder,. 'V~ tailed it ovor 'nth Veblen, aM our 

joint opinion 1~ that he or hls frieud:b l~ke <;l cas.e f or his a.d-

mission. to the tne • tl tllt~ ,. o far as !cun see he is not a 

politi(ris n nd he' npra~ntl:y ie-: a ~ood _nf"u :;h rna hematician to 

deserve a place in our membershi;>. I am showing this letter to 

Veblen and if he a proves you l'l"ny: take it as our joint opinion. 

abO n r eminds m. t ha t of oourse he anti 1 

have no votes, but if you, wEmt our joint o"in.:i.on .. " iR ' .1" t . 

!.ell; S -1 •• :) trauss , 'F.s • 
Room 5600 , 30 Rockef eller. Plaza 
New York City 20 
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THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY 
PRINCETON, NEW JERSEY 

OFFICE OF THE DIRECTOR 12 June 19,6 

To the Members of the Faculty-Trustee Study Committee: 

On June " after preliminary consultation and study, 
we had a meeting on the library problem. It was attended 
by Chern~ss, as Chairman of the L1braryCornmittee, by Misl 
Sachs and Miss Gibbons of the library,by Morgan,by KeyeD 
Metcalf, by Emslie of Breuer's office, and by Griffing or 
Matthews Construction Company. Although the coneideratione 
and the conversation of this meeting were very tan~led, the 
outcome was unequivocal. It is cheaper, better, and wiler 

\
to build a library building now and use Fuld Hall more or 
less for the purposes for which it was designed. 

I have written the enclosed Annex, not as a report from 
me to you but as a draft report from us to Faculty and Trustees. 
You should feel free to amend or alter it in big or little 
ways as you see fit. I have adopted this procedure only in 
the interests of reducing the number of papers in our record. 

Robert Oppenheimer 
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ANNEX I - DRAFT 

THE INSTITUTE LIBRARY 

I. The Institute maintains a small working library, responsive to 

the immediate and recurrent needs of its permanent and most of its tempo-

rary members. It is quite unlike a University library, in that no attempt 

has ever been made to provide generally either for specific fields of 

learning, or for the classics. It consists largely of reference works, 

specialized periodicals past and current, and volumes of such frequent 

use to members and professors as to be indispensible for immediate access. 

For our wider purposes we us e the Firestone Library and the exchange 

privileges which have been granted to us generally. ~(-

The Institute now has about 50,000 volumes. Our acquisition rate 

is between two thousand and two thousand five hundred volumes a year; but 

because many of the acquisitions are periodicals or reference works, the 

actual volume of stack space required is perhaps more properly measured 

in terms of 3500 or 4000 volumes a year. The annual acquisition budget 

is now $32,000, of which $5000 is specifically earmarked for the purchase 

of early editions of scientific and philosophical works to supplement the 

library given us by Mr. Rosenwald. Acquisition policy is meant to be re-

sponsive to the needs of the scholars who work here. It is occasionally 

frustrated, not by budgetary limitations, but by the inadequacy of space 

available. 

If the general course described in the report to which this annex 

is attached reasonably well forecasts the future of the Institute, the 

-:I-
How specialized our library is may be indicated by my experience of the 

moment. Wishing to find a passage in Ecclesiasticus, I learned that the 
only Bible that we had was the Septuagint Greek translation. 

- 1 -
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acquisition rate is unlikely to diminish, and rather likely to rise. 

Since, especially in Historical Studies, each new professor and every 

new field introduces new requirements which we have not hitherto at-

tempted to meet, it is not unreasonable to suppose that a decade from 

now the acquisition rate may be greater by a half than it is today. 

The library is at present housed in Fuld Hall. It occupies 

almost all of the second floor; there is a little overflow, some 3000 

volumes, on the third floor. In addition to stack space we have a large 

and rather lovely reading room, two stories high; we have two admirable 

specialized reading rooms for current publications in mathematics and 

the sciences on the one hand, and in Historical Studies on the other; 

there are offices for the librarians; and there is a room for the 

Rosenwald collection. Only two rooms of the second floor are not now 

used for the library. Their conversion would yield storage space for 

some six to eight thousand volumes, little more than what is now stored 

on the third floor. 

Not all of the Institute's books are housed in Fuld Hall. For 

the history of art, acquisitions purchased for Institute members, al-

though owned by the Institute, are in the custody of Princeton University. 

They are at McCormick Hall, supplementing the excellent library now there. 

I 
In the case of the Gest Library of Chinese books, this is in the cu: tod! 

of Firestone Library, since the Institute has never made a serious effort, 

and is now making none, in Sinology. 

/ 

In some cases great personal li-

braries in specialized fields have gone elsewhere with the retirement or 

death of the scholar who collected them. This was the case with Professor , 

H~rzfeld and his material on Persia and the Middle 

t ~O\AJt _ : VV l<.~ \-t~~ 

- 2 -

East. Occasionally 
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during the Institute's history, as was the case with Professor Herzfeld, 

we have discontinued work in some field. It is our hope that from now 

on such events will be very rare. 

II. The use of Fuld Hall for library space, above all for stack 

space, was adopted by us some five years ago. It has, of course, meant 

that offices have been converted to stack space; we have had to build 

small office buildings, in part because of the increase in the number 

of our members and in part to house the refugees from the library. The 

Faculty-Trustee committee has undertaken to e4amine the wisdom of con-

tinuing this policy. The alternatives are (A) to convert more and more 

of Fuld Hall for library purposes, or (B) to maintain Fuld Hall pri-

marily as a building of studies and offices, and to provide for the li-

brary by a separate facility. 

It should be emphasized that our need for space in reading 

rooms and librarians' offices will probably not increase very soon or 

very much, since these are now more than adequate, and since our numbers 

are not expected to change radically in the near future. What we do need 

is more room for the storage of books. - -As indicated, the second floor of 

Fuld Hall could, apart from reading rooms and librarians' offices, pro-

vide stack space for about 55,000 volumes. The offices on the third floor 

could provide space for 35,000 more. The offices on the ground floor of 

Fuld Hall could accommodate 65,000 more. If we do not destroy the com-

mon room, the principal reading room, and the restaurant facilities in 

Fuld Hall, this is the limit of what we could' 'do.- It corresponds to 

about 25 years l growth at present rates and, more realistically, perhaps 

- 3 -
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to something like 15 years l growth. At that time we should have no place 

to put added volumes unless we constructed a new building, or took over 

the common rooms of Fuld Hall, and replaced them elsewhere. 

IllTe have explored at some length the possibilities of increasing 

the available space. One such possibility is to roof-over the main read­

ing room and use the third floor for stack space. It would increase our 

capacity by about 18,000 volumes. It would cost about $20,000 for the 

roofing, and provide about 15,000 square feet which normally costs $30,000 

to construct. In the light of the fact that it would demolish one of the 

two large rooms of the Institute, one which jn its present form is quite 

pleasing, this seems a very bad bargain indeed. We shall return later to 

alternative uses of this room. 

The total number of offices on the first, second, and third floors 

of Fuld Hall is about sixty. The building was designed for this use. Many 

of the offices are beautiful rooms, with pleasing prospects, and quite well 

appointed. To replace these offices at all, we should have to build further 

li ttle buildings, perhaps of the same general nature as C, D, and E which 

have been put up in the last six years. Quite apart from the sacrifice of 

the pleasant features of the present offices, this operation would not be 

inexpensive. If past building costs and experience are a guide, it would 

cost between $400,000 and $500,000 to provide sixty offices. Thus the 

question of the relative merits of building a library now or of waiting 

until Fuld Hall is completely full of books is not automatically answered 

by considerations of cost. 

We have therefore turned our attention, with the advice of Keyes 

Metcalf, long the librarian of Harvard University, of Griffing on behalf of 

- 4 -
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Matthews Construction Company, and of Emslie of Marcel Breuer, Architect, 

to the alternative which, in its simplest form, is to restore Fuld Hall 

to a building of studies, common rooms, and restaurant, and to build a 

separate facility for the library. For planning purposes, we have esti­

mated that the library should provide about four to five thousand square 

feet for librarians' offices, reference works, two reading rooms for cur­

.rent periodicals, and the rare book collection founded by Mr. Rosenwald. 

It would seem reasonable to build now with about ten to twelve thousand 

square feet for stacks, and to provide in the design for easy future 

addition to stack space. This should be adequate for between 150,000 and 

200,000 volumes. Such a building should be air conditioned throughout. 

It could be in part or in whole underground. If it involves several stories, 

it should be provided with an elevator. In other respects the functional 

requirements are quite modest. Ceilings can and should be low in the stack 

areas; windows can be rare or absent. 

The best estimates to which we were led for the cost of such a 

J building is $350,000. This estimate is based on ideas of design recom­

mended by Metcalf; they may not correspond to the most economical accept­

able design. One reason why the cost of building such a library appears 

lower than that of building office space to replace space lost in Fuld 

Hall is that the design of Fuld Hall makes it not only unsuitable, but 

rather wasteful to use it for stacks. At the present time many books can 

be reached only by a quite high ladder contraption, many others are out of 

normal reach; many are in crowded and dark corridors; and all are divided 

by the bearing walls of Fuld Hall in a way that corresponds neither to 

practice nor reason. In addition, conventional use of stack space would 

- 5 -
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seriously overload the floors in Fuld Hall to almost twice their design 

capacity. Thus both on grounds of the adequacy of the library and on 

grounds of economy, there is a clear choice in favor of alternative B. 

It may be well to give a sketch of what the proposed building 

would be like, but this clearly needs further study. We have thought to 

build immediately to the south and very slightly to the west of building 

D, which would form a natural part of the opening campus. We have thought 

that it might involve six units, each of about 2500 square feet, on three 
----------

flo ors. One of these floors and two of the units would be underground and 

would be stack space. The librarians' offices and reading rooms would 

occupy two units, on the ground floor and on the second floor above ground. 

The other two units, on the ground floor and above, would also be stack 

space. The t wo sets of three vertical units each, might be composed as a 

T or an L, with the bar facing the campus, and not of very different 

dimensions than the present small buildings, G, D, and E.Addition to 

such a lib rary t o provide further stack space and, if it should become 

necessary, fl~ther reading and working space, should b e relatively easy. 

Such an addition might not be required for some twenty years. 

An alternative design has been suggested for exploration by 

Mr. Leidesdorf. It would have the disadvantage that all rooms would be 

wit hout windows, including reading rooms and working space. It would 

have the advantage of covered access to Fuld Hall. The proposal is to 

build the entire building a few f eet underground immediately to the south 

of Fuld Hall, with which it would be connected by passageway. It was Mr. 

Leidesdorf's conjecture that such construction would be substantially less 

expensive; we are now exploring this alternative, although we are aware of 

- 6 -
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its disadvantages. A third proposal is to put all stack space underground,. 

but keep the working and reading areas at ground level. This possibility 

also will need study. 

We have given some attention to t he uses that might be made of 

the t wo-story r eading room now i n Fuld Hall, which will not b e required as 

a part of the library if we build a new buildingo We have considered the 

alternative of roofing-over this room and using both flo ors for additional 
I 

office space . This can indeed be done, at a cost of some $50,000 (this 

figure is very rough); it would provide a total of ten new offices. Five 

of them would have most peculiar windows, extending from near the floor 

to about five feet above the floor. In any case they would involve only 

a partial use of the available space, since the full width of the building 

is far greater than any acceptable depth for such narrow offices. 

Ive conclude that the conversion of the reading room t o offi ces 

is not wise, that this proposal does not add weight to the argument in 

favor of a ne1 .. library building. It would provide rather unsatisfactory 

offices at a cost slightly lower than we can otherwise obtain them, but 

it would involve the sacrifice of a quite fine room for which we have 

reasonable use. It would certainly destroy the internal appearance of 

Fuld Hall; it "lOuld contribute to marring its external appearance to the 

south. It seemed to us reasonable that this large and pleasant room be 

reserved as a Members' room. The present lounge at the Institute is in-

evitably, in large part, a passageway, the natural way to go from the front 

of the building to the campus in back. It is also inevitably visited by 

Members' families and by children, by visitors and businessmen who use it 
to take 

as a waiting room, and by anyone at all who happens to want/tea or to read 

- 7 -

Beatrice Stern research files, Vertical Files, Box 4, P 
From the Shelby White and Leon Levy Archives Center, Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, NJ, USA



t , 
r ' 

.I' 
I 

the papers. It would be very much welcomed by members and faculty alike 

if t his lounge could be supplemented by a quieter and more private room 

for casual reading, for conversation, for ceremony, and for occasional 

evening lectures which are given on an Institute-wide basis. 

It is thus our recommendation that as soon as pO$sible the Insti-

tute construct a building to house its books and provide the limited as-

sociated facilities for working and reading; that the offices now used for 

stack space in Fuld Hall be returned to office space; and that Fuld Hall's 

main reading room be used as a Members' room. The library should certainly 

be built to make the addition of future stack space straightforward. Its 

precise design needs study, in order to find the solution which best com-

bines economy, appropriateness, and harmony. 

,.. 8 ,.. 
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THESE words are the funeral oration for 

George Placzek, pronounced by his friend 

and colleague, Professor Leon van Hove, 

on October 14th, 1955, in ZUrich. They are 

printed here because they speak with preci­

sion and eloquence for Placzek's friends at 

this Institute and throughout the world. 

GEORGE PLACZEK 
1905 . 1955 

C
penible moment est venu pour nous, reunis ici par des 

sentiments de commune affliction, de dire un dernier 
adieu a un homme auquel nous etions attaches par 

des liens divers sans doute, mais aussi par une meme admira­
tion pour sa personnalite, son savoir et son oeuvre. La perte 
de George Placzek, enleve a ses proches au seuil meme de sa 
cinquantieme annee, ne peut etre mesuree que si l'on songe 
a tout ce qu'il avait en lui de sentiments et de connaissances 
et a tout l'usage qu'il aurait encore pu en faire s'il lui avait 
ete donne de vivre plus longtemps. Son oeuvre publiee a 
suffi a lui donner une place de choix dans la physique de ce 
siecle, et tout physicien competent est aujourd'hui familier 
avec son nom. Mais seuls les quelques privilegies qui ont 
pu constater, au cours de longues conversations, l'etendue de 
son savoir et la profondeur de son jugement peuvent se 
rendre compte du role qu'il aura it encore joue pendan't de 
longues annees si la maladie, puis la mort, n'etaient venus 
l'interrompre. 

Pour etre beaucoup trop breve, la vie de George Placzek 
n'en a pas moins ete particulierement active et bien remplie. 
Peu d'hommes auront realise aussi bien que lui, dans notre 
siecle de nationalisme souvent etroit, Ie vieil ideal du savant 
parcourant Ie monde, sejournant successivement dans les 
grands foyers de creation scientifique pour y apprendre, y 
produire et y transmettre Ie savoir. George Placzek fait ses 
etudes universitaires tres jeune, d'abord brievement a Prague, 
a Vienne ensuite. 11 se consacre immediatement a la recherche 
dans Ie domaine de la physique et, tres tot, ses travaux 
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s'orientent vers les questions qui lui resteront cheres pendant 
plus de vingt -cinq ans: la theorie de la diffusion de la radiation 
et des particules par la matiere, un champ de travail aux 
aspects varies et souvent difficiles pour lequel il deviendra un 
des tres rares experts. Apres quelques annees passees a 
Utrecht et un bref professorat a l'Universite de Jerusalem, il 
travaille-nous sommes au debut des annees trente-a 
Copenhague, a l'Institut de Bohr. 11 fait egalement plusieurs 
sejours a Rome et y participe aux travaux de Fermi et de 
son groupe. 11 assiste ainsi sur place, en Italie et au Dane­
mark, aux travaux fondamentaux sur les reactions nucleaires 
provoquees par les neutrons, un sujet qui acquit rapidement 
une importance primordiale pour Ie developpement ulterieur 
de la physique nucleaire. Toujours entre 1930 et 1940, 
George Placzek fait plusieurs voyages en Union Sovietique 
et y accomplit avec Landau des recherches importantes sur la 
diffusion de la lumiere, largement non publiees et trop peu 
connues. 11 se rend aussi aux Etats-Unis et y sejourne a 
Cornell University. 11 avait entretemps travaille chez Debye, 
en Allemagne, et a l'Institut Henri Poincare de Parts. Des 
Ie debut de la deuxieme guerre mondiale, il participe aux 
recherches scientifiques exigees par l'effort militaire, d'abord 
en Angleterre, a Montreal ensuite, enfin, en 1945, au Labora­
toire de Los Alamos. 11 a j oue un role fondamental dans les 
travaux theoriques exiges par la construction des premiers 
reacteurs nucleaires et est reste depuis, pour ces questions, 
consultant de la commission americaine d'energie atomique. 
Apres une periode de travail a la General Electric Company, 
George Placzek trouve enfin en 1947, a l'Institute for Ad­
vanced Study de Princeton, un havre de science et de recherche 
desinteressee qui lui permet de se rep longer, apres les annees 
tumultueuses de la guerre, dans les travaux de son choix. 11 
y developpe la theorie de la diffusion des neutrons par les 
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cristaux et fournit ainsi les fondements necessaires a l'inter­
pretation d'une categorie grandissante de travaux experi­
mentaux. La mort est malheureusement venue l'interrompre 
avant que ces travaux n'aient porte leurs plus beaux fruits. 

L'oeuvre publiee de George Placzek comporte un nombre 
considerable d'articles et deux travaux de plus grande eten­
due: une monographie sur la diffusion de la radiation par les 
systemes atomiques et moleculaires, parue dans Ie "Hand­
buch der Radiologie," et un traite sur la diffusion multiple 
des neutrons dans la matiere, base sur une serie de les;ons don­
nees par l'auteur au laboratoire de Los Alamos. 

Arrive au terme de cette rapide esquisse sur la vie et 
l'oeuvre du disparu, je ne peux m'empecher de me dire com­
bien une telle enumeration donne une idee incomplete de 
ce qu'etait l'homme que nous pleurons. Ceux qui l'ont ap­
proche et ont ainsi eu la chance d'apprendre a connaitre petit 
a petit les vrais aspects de sa personnalite, ont tous ete frappes 
par l'homme delicat, sensible, profondement cultive qu'ils 
decouvraient sous des dehors rudes et bardes de scepticisme. 
Peu d'hommes avaient un exterieur aussi trompeur que 
George Placzek, et c'est pourquoi si souvent l'on s'est fait de 
lui, sur la base des impressions recoltees au cours d'une ren­
contre trop rapide, une opinion dont la superficialite et la 
faussete sautaient aux yeux de ses amis. George Placzek, peu 
enclin aux conversations futiles, ne se livrait pas facilement 
et etait lent a lier de nouvelles relations. En outre, depuis la 
guerre, la certitude lentement grandissante que ses parents 
les plus proches avaient connu une fin tragique, n'a pas pu 
manquer d'assombrir son caractere et de Ie renfermer encore 
davantage sur lui-meme. 

Et pourtant, quelles richesses et quelles nuances sa per­
sonnalite ne devoilait-elle pas a ceux qui avaient appris a 
mieux Ie connaitre? L'etendue de ses facultes intellectuelles, 
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deja si frappante pour qui connaissait ses travaux sci en­
tifiques, se revelait sous d'autres jours dans son etonnante 
connaissance des langues, de l'histoire, des litteratures de 
plusieurs pays. 11 est clair que George Placzek lisait enorme­
ment et avait la rare faculte de retenir les faits et de porter 
en meme temps sur eux un jugement tres personnel. Pour 
citer un exemple, il s'interessait a l'histoire des Etats-Unis, 
de venus depuis la guerre sa patrie d'adoption, et en avait acquis 
une connaissance si complete que beaucoup d' Americains de 
naissance la lui enviaient, et si bien raisonnee qu'il pouvait 
en eclairer bien souvent la signification reelle des evenements 
politiques actuels de ce pays, si difficile a comprendre pour les 
Europeens. Et pour caracteriser la diversite des interets du 
disparu, je me contenterai de citer son gout tres vif pour les 
ouvrages litteraires et scientifiques du Moyen-A.ge et de la 
Renaissance auxquels sa parfaite connaissance du latin et de 
l'italien lui donnait immediatement acces. En mai dernier, 
a Paris, quoique deja tres mal portant, il me racontait avec 
un plaisir visible son projet d'entreprendre a Rome cet 
automne la lecture d'un traite de geometrie du XIVe siecle 
depose a la Bibliotheque vaticane et non etudie jusqu'a ce 
jour. 

Qui donc, parmi les amis de George Placzek, pourrait 
jamais oublier la qualite des sentiments qu'illeur portait? Sa 
joie toujours si spontanee de revoir ses amis et l'attention 
enjouee avec laquelle il s'inquietait de leur sort et s'effor~ait 
de les aider de ses conseils,n'etaient peut-etre surpassees que 
par son pro fond et inebranlable respect pour les convictions 
d'autrui, une tolerance fondamentale et presque instinctive 
qui Ie poussait souvent a justifier Ie point de vue des autres 
avec plus d'eloquence que Ie sien propre. Ces qualites de 
coeur, jointes a beaucoup de clairvoyance, a un jugement 
critique acere et a l'experience d'une vie si variee, faisaient de 

lui l'homme ideal pour percer a jour les situations complexes 
et pour prendre sagement des decisions difficiles et lourdes 
de consequences. Aussi etaient-ils nombreux les amis de 
George Placzek qui venaient Ie consulter quand un probleme 
delicat, parfois un tournant decisif de leur vie se presentait a 
eux. I1s Ie trouvaient tou j ours pret a les aider et-j e parle 
d'experience personnelle-son interet et sa bienveillance 
etaient tellement spontanes qu'on se laissait souvent aller a 
user de son temps et de sa patience un peu plus que de raison. 
J e connais plus d'un physicien qui sentira plus tard, dans 
l'une ou l'autre circonstance difficile, combien une decision est 
penible a prendre, main tenant que George Placzek n'est plus 
la pour eclairer la voie. 

Ce sens critique tres sur, ces qualites de clairvoyance et 
d'objectivite dont tant d'amis de George Placzek ont profite, 
etaient aussi, cela va sans dire, des caracteristiques remar­
quables de son travail scientifique. Elles sont d'autant plus a 
souligner que trop de chercheurs de la generation d'apres­
guerre semblent meconnaitre leur importance fondamentale. 
Trop peu de jeunes ont eu l'occasion d'observer de pres les 
methodes de travail, de raisonnement, d'examen critique des 
resultats utilisees par des savants de la stature du disparu et 
la aussi nous voyons quels services eminents il aurait encore 
pu rendre si la maladie ne l'avait pas abattu. Cet esprit de 
critique impitoyable, ce desir de perfection qui l'animaient 
dans l'examen de ses propres resultats, illes appliquait aussi 
aux travaux des autres, et l'on pourrait dresser une longue 
liste de problemes pour lesquels il avait reconstruit sur des 
bases plus satisfaisantes les solutions proposees dans la lit­
terature. Pour une large part, Ie fruit de ce travail est mal­
heureusement perdu et, j e Ie crains fort, Ie meme sort est 
reserve a plus d'un resultat obtenu par George Placzek lui­
meme. Autant mettait-il d'energie et de patience a perfection-
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ner et a ciseler ses methodes et ses resultats, autant leur mise 
sur papier et leur redaction definitive lui pesaient. Son in­
teret pour un probleme tombait aussit6t qu'il en avait etabli 
la solution en quelques notes eparses et il ne pouvait souvent 
pas s'empecher de pousser ses recherches plus loin avant 
d'avoir enregistre les resultats acquis. lci aussi nous pouvons 
mesurer la perte que signifie sa mort prematuree. 

Rassembles par ce triste evenement, nous ne pouvons no us 
empecher de grouper ainsi dans notre memoire tant de sou­
venirs, tant d'aspects de la personnalite de George Placzek, et 
chacun d'entre eux nous fait ressentir plus cruellement Ie poids 
de sa perte. N ous nous rappelons ses souffrances des derniers 
mois, quand les qualites de clairvoyance et de realisme qui 
ont fait sa force se retournaient c~ntre lui et lui faisaient voir 
en pleine face Ie caractere tragique de son etat. Nous mesurons 
d'autant plus l'etendue de la douleur qui vous frappe, vous, 
Eis Placzek, sa compagne de tous les jours, qui l'avez soigne, 
soutenu, encourage, avec une telle patience, sans qu'il vous 
soit donne, par suite d'un autre deuil tragi que, d'etre aupres 
de lui au moment supreme. Maintenant que la mott est 
venue Ie soulager de ses souffrances, efforcez-vous de penser 
que toutes les raisons qui rendent sa perte si cruelle font aussi 
que sa vie valait la peine d'etre vecue. Toutes les qualites, 
to us les traits de son caractere qui vous Ie rendaient si cher, 
a vous sa femme, et aussi a ses proches et a tous ses amis, dont 
tant sont malheureusement au loin, font que son souvenir 
restera vivace et sera pour ceux qui restent une riche source 
d'inspiration et de courage. Et l'assurance qu'il en sera ainsi 
est pour George Placzek, homme de bien et savant de grande 
classe, nature a la fois tres humaine et profondement realiste, 
la plus belle parole d'adieu que nous pouvons lui adresser. 
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Extract from review of Erwin Panof sky ' s book, "Albrecht DUrer" 

in liThe Art Bul letin" Volume 26, Number 3, September 1944. 

liAs these l ines go to press, the book reviewed in them 

has been out of print for several months, only a f ew months 

after its compl etion. There i s certainly ood rea son f or 

rejoicing at this fact which speaks volumes for the di scrimination 

of the .ilJTIerican reader. Non e of t he purchasers will ever regret 

having made that choice. When DUrer had di ed', his gr eat friend 

Pirckheimer put these words on his tomb : '~¥hatever was mortal 

of Albrecht DUrer is covered by this tomb.' I hope I may be 

forgiven for thus adapting his wor ds : 'Whatever was immortal 

of Albrecht DUrer i s covered by this book.'" 

Wolfgang Stechow 
Oberlin College 
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