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,Probably the finest and longest-functioning library in the history of post-Mongol Central Asia, the library
associated with the name of Muhammad Parsa was unusual in that it was not attached to

a religious institution, such as a Madrasa or khanaqgah. Rather, it was a public lending library,

albeit for a restricted readership. In fact, it appears to have been established for the exclusive

use of the jurists (fugaha’) of Bukhara, and its contents,

to the extent that these can be reconstructed, reflected this professional bias.

The library was still making acquisitions as late as the 1840s, but by the end

of the nineteenth century it had ceased to operate and had fallen into decay.

As for the books, these are now dispersed throughout the world.”

Maria E. Subtelny, Timurids in Transition (Leiden: Brill, 2007), p. 248.



History of the Library of the Hafizi Family
(Buhara)

‘Ala al-Din Muhammad b. Nasr b. Muhammad b. Ab1 Bakr al-Qalanist al-Buhari (d. 631/1233)

and his son:
Mawlana Hafiz al-Din Muhammad b. Muhammad b. Nasr ,,al-Kabir“ al-Buhari (b. 615/1218-19, d. 693/1294)

672/1274—book donated by an individual to the hizanat al-kutub of Hafiz al-Din al-Kabir

Sams al-Din Muhammad b. Muhammad b. Mahmad (also: Muhammad b. Mahmad) al-Hafizi al-Buhari
(,H¥aga Muhammad Parsa“, b. 746/1345-46 [or 749/1348-49 or 756/1355] in Buhara, d. 822/1420 in Medina)
and his son:

H“aga Abd Nasr Parsa (d. 865/1460-61)

810/1407-08 —deed of endowment of HYaga Muhammad Parsa’‘s library, possibly an addition to or renewal to

an existing endowment (preserved in late 18th-century summary)

947/1540—endowment of congregrational mosque in Balh stipulated that one of seven copies to be made of it was
to be deposited in the library of HYaga Muhammad Parsa

992/1584—confirmatory ruling which follows the original endowment deed

1224/1809-10; 1238/1822-23; 1250/1834-35; 1255/1839-40; 1259/1843 —occurrences of dated seals
1860-68—reign of Amir Muzaffar: liquidation of privately owned libraries, their contents being deposited in the state
treasure



HYaga Muhammad Parsa as a Scholar—His
Writings and His Sources

Disciple and successor of Baha’ al-Din Nagsband (d. 791/1389), eponym of the Nagsbandi Sufi order (and this in parallel
to ‘Al3’ al-Din al-‘Attar (d. 802/1400) as the main successor and Ya‘qib-i Carht (d. after Muhammad Parsa)

Author of the following major works (many of them in Persian, some in Arabic, some in both Arabic and Persian)
[see Paul, ,Sendschreiben,” pp. 10-17, with additional titles]

* Fasl al-hitab wa wasl al-ahbab (compendium of Sufism and orthodox Muslim beliefs and practices)
(ed. Galll Misgar-Nizhad, Tehran: Markaz-i nagr-i Dani$gah, 1381/2002)

* Tuhfat al-salikin (or Tahgiqgat-i HYaga Muhammad Parsa) (publ. Delhi 1970; extant in several mss)

* Risala-yi Qudsiyya (a collection of sayings of Baha’ al-Din Nagsband) (ed. Tahir-i ‘Iraqi, Tehran 1975)

 Magamat-i HYaga ‘Ala al-Din ‘Attar (a collection of sayings of the first spiritual successor of Baha’ al-Din Nagsbhand)
(extant in several mss)

* Tafsir al-Qur’an (individual volumes/portions extant in ms)

* al-Fusul al-sitta (extant in several mss)

* Risala fi agwibat hadihi I-as’ila (ed. Paul, ,,Sendschreiben®)



Fasl al-hitab wa-wasl al-ahbab

<http://www.maktabah.org/en/item/2312-fasl-ul-khitab-fa-manuscript >




Summary (of a summary) of a
charter deed of endowment

(originally dated 810/1407-08;
ms dated late 18th century)

e Library associated both with Hwaga
Muhammad Parsa and his ancestor, Hafiz
al-Din al-Kabir al-Buhari (d. 631/1233)

* Library located in the old citadel (hisar) of
Buhara, in Dihgan Street or Quarter (Kly-i
Dihgan) [not in the city‘s Hanqgah, also
established by H"aga Parsa but in a
different location of the city]

* HW“aga Parsa to act as the trustee of the
endowment during his lifetime, after
which his male descendants (in absence
of those, his female descendants)

 20% revenues for trustee, 40% for
maintenance of building and repair of
book, any surplus to purchase books
(tafsir, hadtt, figh)
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Fig. 1: Deed of endowment of the library of Khwija Muhammad
Parsa in Bukhara (beginning)
Tashkent, Central State Archive of Uzbekistan,
Vagf Collection 1-323, No. 55/14
(late 18th-century copy)
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Sharif: Scholars and Libraries in Medieval Bukhara,”

Studies on Central Asian History in Honour of Yuri Bregel,

ed. D. deWeese, Bloomington, 2001, pp. 79-111.



The Seal of the Library (6,5x4 cm) (MS

Tashkent, al-Biruni Institute, 3296)
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The Seal of the Library (6,5x4 cm) (MS Tashkent,
al-Biruni Institute, 3296) dated 1255(/1839-40]

1255 Waqf az kutub-i Hwaga Muhammad Parsa

Fig. 2: Seal of the library of Khwiaja Muhammad Parsa,
containing the date 1255/1839-40

Source: Subtelny, ,The Library of Khwaja Muhammad Parsa“



20 AK. MUMINOV, EG. NEKRASOVA, SH.JU, ZIYODOV

Fig. 1: Empreinte du wagf de Khwaja Fig. 2: Empreinte du wagf de Khwija
Muhammad Parsa, [.0.T. ms. 5126, f. 2b, Muhammad Parsa, LO.T. ms. 1707,
daté 1255/1839-40 (type M). f. 34a, daté 1224/1809-10 (Type P).

Fig. 3: Empreinte du wagf de Khwaja Fig. 4 : Empreinte du wagf de Khwaja
Muhammad Parsa, LO.T. ms. 3102, Muhammad Parsa, 1.O.T. ms. 3108,
f. 284a, daté 1236/1820-21 (Type P). f. 8a, daté 1239/1823-24 (Type P).

Fig. 5: Empreinte du wagf de Khwaja
Muhammad Parsa, LO.T. ms. 3103,
f. 14a, daté 1250/1834-35 (Type P).
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Seal variants (and dates)

Waqf-i H*aga Parsa b. Mahmad al-Buhari (1224/1809-10, 1239/1823-24, 1250/1834-35, 1259/1843-44) [, type P“]
Wagqf az kutub-i H*aga Muhammad Parsa (1255/1839-40) [, type M“]

Manuscripts with dated seals

1259/1843-4
1255/1839-40
1250/1834-35
1239/1823-24

1236/1820-1
1224/1809-10

(746/1345-822/1420)

772/1370-71



Attempts to Reconstruct the Library’s
Holdings

e Biruni Institute of Oriental Studies, Tashkent

* Institute of Oriental Studies, St. Petersburg

* Bibliotheque Nationale, Paris (M. Decourdemanche collection)
e Kazan University Library

e Russian State Library, Moscow

 The State Museum of Oriental Art, Moscow

Lola Dodkhudoeva, , Rukopisi...“ (1990) (BNP)

A. B. Khalidov ,,Rukopisi iz biblioteki Muhammada Parsa” (1994) (57 mss)

Lola Dodkhudoeva, , La bibliothéque de Khwaja Mohammad Parsa,” (1998) (60 mss)

[Moscow, St. Petersburg, Tashkent, Dushanbe]

Muminov and Sh. Ziyadov, , L‘horizon intellectuel ...“ (1999) (121 mss)

F. Richard, ,,Manuscrits persans ...“ (1999) (5 mssin BNP)

Bahramiyan, , Atari ... Magrazi“ (2006) (holograph Maqrizi in Dushanbe)

Muminov, Nekrasova, and Ziyodov, ,La ,Bibliotheque de Khwaja Muhammad Parsa‘ Revisitée” (2009) (153 mss)



Dated copies among the library holdings
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(Selected) manuscripts from the H%aga
Muhammad Parsa library at the BNF (from the

collection of Adolphe Decourdemanche, b. 1844-
1915)

Arabe 6349 (undated ms, mid 15th century?) -- "Sharh al-ta‘awilat “ala tafsir Mohammad Parsa ;

fragment d'un commentaire sur les interprétations des passages d'un sens particulierement douteux,

qgue I'on rencontre dans le commentaire d'un traité de droit composé par le célebre docteur soufi Mohammad Parsa ;
volume septieme ; I'auteur est souvent nommé Mohammad ibn Mohammad ibn Mahmoud al Shaikh al-Boukhari“
Arabe 6382 (undated ms, 13th century?) -- ,,Les Makamat de Hariri”

Arabe 6325 (undated ms, early 18th century?) — , Traité de traditions musulmanes, sans titre ni nom d'auteur”

Arabe 6313 (undated ms, 14th century?) — ,Fragment du commentaire du Koran par Zamakhshari”
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m tafsir
m biography
H philosophy

poetry

Chart based on data provided in Muminov and Ziyadov, ,,L'horizon intellectue

geography
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and Muminov [et al.], ,,La Bibliotheque ... Revisitée”



MS St. Petersburg, The Institute of Oriental Manuscripts of the Russian Academy of
Sciences, # C 329

To the extent that it is still visible the original title page reads as follows. The first two
words (al-mudallad al-hamis) are written in Kufic script:

M|wwﬁ&uy&m)jwwﬂg Jae S e | eelind e
s el | o domn S5 T ALY b ) QL.,J|U_,.U slae o W plel sliaill 5
o..k_ajnc\iﬂ.)ﬁdyuu

The title and author are followed by an ownership- and collation note:
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Source: Schmidtke, , Early As‘arite Theology*“.



55l oLy 05 BT
“ uu‘jj lellally @:ﬂﬁﬁﬂ; Al pe L
eJ“"ES}”glpu&fMLwﬂbm ngj,
w;uwwpmwm%
e g Lig el USLAA L
Tl amiy el 5175 WAL S
:’fudﬂ-{}w&i | Mﬂw@-’v
p’:’“’”’t"”@r S (oIl dlar o ,lof.m
bl sk
t“”PffL,lJﬂ_f_,xJ_,
M JL"”JJ?’ NL;’J)J{:-"J‘;(”M,«M
/'JJ! !cfn!lpw Lf’#’JJ’LL'W[fJ’Jmeblbﬂ |
L WVﬂebWWVEJMVMwUK’
Pl el ) o\ 5l g, o VIS 0 gt <)
ngj i (e t‘*’aﬂﬂf/ Cenmn W) 2 st
"“L‘-’w UJ{-‘/bU; AKE u-.ﬂ{..ll,,plwxm.u

L in’?u\ﬂu‘,ﬂw
M"z‘&“?f ‘%’fw}‘ AR T2 lo,lj; k#"by

UL«M
Y ’«*Wf')’; )ﬁww,&wm

erspec ctives fo
1

J

- i uttirg ré

Bl o s Laan s I i W s

02 S22k a0l (o ISt
/Jff mbfﬂﬁ\ wvf.{?,d
IO 79, \w»mu,
Jolslaiss o o fe il G | o3 Sgllslaunlfls
oy Cof o 413 0 I 8 :
Pl LI, G 2y b O Vel e
g”c’@};—-w’f LU % * MW&L
J‘b)uwpwlgu,a!mlwl ';ﬁ!!u(..}!
I s £y AN JasVo% Lfﬂ-‘w"

S@ar 11,1-‘-"3

N{”),HJ\,‘_S/GJJ%

{f‘"ﬁﬂ’ Wos iy ol

13
""‘""“”»"‘-’Jﬂwv/ u,,-—-sw’u Jﬂ!.lgﬂﬂ }t’i

WA

‘th,w,;.ecv,;,,,‘,;,w,,,wu e )

el
ulbf/b&,,w'

J"“(,\,‘Q.ﬂnlﬁ ,vmﬁﬂuww

by o bt 3

Jﬂ“]!-’/./(ﬁf e w’ ft MMJL&P ks 19323 3

L’”(WM&""

() (f W/ aumss: ;fU"J' -5,"?
jﬁ#ﬂ‘bvdjiwwingbé\%s

o
.. §



	Reconstructing Libraries of the Medieval and Early Modern Period (the Islamic World)
	Slide Number 2
	History of the Library of the Ḥāfiẓī Family (Buḫārā)
	Ḫwāǧa Muḥammad Pārsā as a Scholar—His Writings and His Sources
	Faṣl al-ḫiṭāb wa-waṣl al-aḥbāb �<http://www.maktabah.org/en/item/2312-fasl-ul-khitab-fa-manuscript >
	Summary (of a summary) of a charter deed of endowment (originally dated 810/1407-08; ms dated late 18th century)
	The Seal of the Library (6,5x4 cm) (MS Tashkent, al-Biruni Institute, 3296)
	The Seal of the Library (6,5x4 cm) (MS Tashkent, al-Biruni Institute, 3296) dated 1255[/1839-40]
	Slide Number 9
	Seal variants (and dates)
	Attempts to Reconstruct the Library‘s Holdings
	Slide Number 12
	(Selected) manuscripts from the Ḫwāǧa Muḥammad Pārsā library at the BNF (from the collection of Adolphe Decourdemanche, b. 1844-1915)
	Slide Number 14
	MS St. Petersburg, The Institute of Oriental Manuscripts of the Russian Academy of�Sciences, # C 329
	Perspectives for future research

