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Oecemuer 1. 1957

UeU" Ilra Leldesdorf:

I rece!ved something le 55 th:m a million
t.e egrams on my birthday. 1 cannot possibly
answer Ulem a_l, but I want too answer yours. lou
h:tve been a very hel.pful friend t.o ll'e ever since
tile dav yo !Uld 1iIr.. .L!a~ss c eo on Me at. t.he
""!Ockefe lel' lnst.it. teo

'l.'10 f:)ur
t.o'!l!ole
froD you

Don I t forget t.o
family. I wish
h3p~ines5 :lila I
if (; Vel' ::ou C

keep -r.e 1n toouen 1d th yo
you ~d your od fe every
shoula welc e:t vis! t
to ,,"3shinnon.

I 'U v£.r)· r _e'ls'tllt_y Olr.Q Ca'1lort'loly
Sl loU 1 e~ nE':"e 'lno "i:I ver'j h 'll Ly inoeed n my new
"urrounoin"s.

C:vpr., r ~ ri('nO,

"'­y'

.. t <>:"'3 _r.." .:>.4 l.t"e

.cw v Irt: '~" y.
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ABRAHAM ,.LONER
&22 ,,"" ......IU4U~
N~ YORK ~ •• N. Y.

December '2.7, 1956
TCLIt~ONI:

.,.~n.T'W'~

HUrTa! Hill 7 - 0674

)
Dear Mr. Le1desdorf:

Mrs. 8l"lleJ~ has Just brou,ght me tn. beaut.1ful

slIver tray. I feel certain that this wonderful bift end

1 ts eloquent testimony are due to you and to yOllT friendship,

DOt to say partiality. I shall never forget 8S 1006 88 I

lIve what you have dODe for ee, and I am deeply ~rateful

for the opportunity which lOU gaye me and for your un~~verlng

8Uvport, influence, and affection sInce 1930.

Witb every ,ood v1eb for your hupplnes8 and

that of your family, believe me

Affectionately ;our friead,

•

.-

•

Hr. SaIIuel D. Lelde840rt
I r ....bln6 Square
I"" York 17
lew York

A1,ESB

•

I

j
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au "'""" "V.NUI:
Naw '1'01111 .a, N. Y.

November 15. 1955

Dear Dr. Oppenheimer:

Thank you and the raculty of the
Institute for Advanced Study~ for the
beautl.ful telegram sent on the occasion of
my birthday and for the kind message 'Which I
heartily reciprocate.

With every good wish,

Sincerely yours,

Dr. Robert Oppenheimer
The metitute for Advanced Study
PrincetoD
Nell Jerie1

AF:ESB
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DOMESTIC 1I1!RVr W E § T E R N
,

Check l,,-.a.<>loHniotdeo:lred; ,.- Cbedtl.heda.-oINt.
oth~twiletburn_u willbe ~a..r.n.lh._

",.. I ... rull .... lo Itlqr&.lll ..."Iauh"',.)

FUll ~AT(
S[~I~L U N I 0 N ",u. I, cc

nUCRA" ~" "
'" MIGHT YICfQllV 'I ':.""
ItTT(R LETTEll W. ~. MARSHALL. I'IIU'OI.HT c=. 1III01Go.r;,.

NO. WOS.OCl- OFSVC. I'D.OltCOL'- CASII HO. CHAIIOE TO THE ACCOUNT Of TIME FILED

.~, •

sent ll/12/SS
Dr. Abraham Flemer
Stanhope Hotel
.New York, New York

The Faculty of the Institute for Advanced Study, meeting just before
your birtJ:ui8y, and aind!'u1. of it, sande you greetings. We DJIx wish
you good heal ttl, good heart, and good fortune.

Robert OppenhelJller

Records of the Office of the Director / General Files / Box 22 / Flexner, Abraham, 90th Birthday 
From the Shelby White and Leon Levy Archives Center, Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, NJ, USA



To

the U1l1str1ol1s and revered

Dr. ABJIAHAII FLDJIDl

.00

deeply !IlindtuJ. ot the past

wi ely appr 1s1nl the present

aDd with alllo.t divine insight toreseeing the t'u.tare

conceived the idea

ot

THE IlISTITOTB FOR AD.nCED STUDY

devised its plan

and made 1t COil. to lU.

both it. present prote.sors

- 1rhat 10 n.w and lIIlllccl1stom.d

also those who tor merit. present as well as past

.t111 b.stow concern tor the common .ake

in gratitude nd devotion

warmly wish t'u.tare pp1ness

as he enters the tenth decade

ot a noble lit••

In witn.ss whereot they here sl1bscr1b. their ~es

on the thirteenth clllY ot love.ber A.D. 1956.
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SimilAr letter sent to
all arfice~s and Trustees
of the lost! tute

,.... Ih< d<>k 0/ SAMUEL D. LElDESDORF
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ONE TWENTY FIVE PARK AVENUE

NEW YORK

o ....u:1t 0"

.AMUIE:L. D. LIE:IDIE:SDO",.

November 1, 1956

Dear Oppy:

Dr .. Abraham F1exner ldll be ninety
years old on Tuesday, November 13th, and ve of
the InsU tute are planning a luncheon in his
honor on that special milestone. A scroll is
being prepared vh1.cb ldll be presented to him
on that occasion.

The luncheon will be beld at one o'clock,
either at the ptown Club (60 East 42nd Street) or
at the Pinnacle Club (lSO East 42nd Street).

I would appreciate your advising me
immediately wbether you can attend, as we must
know the number of guests in order to make the
proper reservations ..

With kindest personal regards and looking
forward to hearing that you will be with us on the
13th, I am

Sincerely,

Dr. J. Robert Oppenheimer
The Institute for Advanced Study
Princeton, New Jersey

I
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ONE TWENTY FIVE PARK AVENUE.

NEW YORK

c .... ICI: 0"

S..,MUlI:l" 0 1,,1I:IOI:,OOAP'

November 8, 195 6

Dear l.(rs. Hobson:

The luncheon in honor of Dr. Flexner
is to be held on Tuesday, November 13th, at one
0' clock, in Room "E" of the Pinnacle Club,
150 East 42nd street, NeW' York.

The following acceptances have been J
rece1ved:- r.oP'

Dr. Oppenheimer
Mr. Leidesdorf
Hr. Schur
Dr. Aydelotte
Prof. Veblen ::..
Prof. Merri t
Prof. Woodward';
Prof. Morse ­
Dr. Lowe-
Dr. John Fulton
Mr. Perrin C. Galpin
Mr. Harold F. Linder
J.v..~

W~ll you please send~rd or~e place
to Dr. Lowe, Professors Veblen, l~errit, Woodward v
and Morse ............. We have written to the others.

Sincerely,

Se retary to Mr. Leidesdorf

Mrs. Verna Hobson
Secretary to Dr. Oppenheimer
In8t.1tute for Advanced Study
Princeton, N. J.
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Luncheon par~ .for Dr. F1e:m.er 1e birthday, Nov. 13, 1956
(being arranged by Mr. JAide5QOrt, 1 p.m. in NY)

Mr• .Le1desdorf will invite Trustees.

Former colleageas at lAS:

- Meritt - yes (with reservation that be ...,. be
called a~ by • death in b1a ~llIllily)

- Lowe - yes
Kennan - ""?\.()

Alexander - no (cannot leave Princeton)
Stewart - no

..... Veblen - ~Y y ••
Panofeky - no
Goldman -

7

-
-
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'. ba"Y. pla1n p.per copi.. of
tIMI oaroll wMah .. o1cJ*;I by tIMI roauJ.t,.
an<! _ ...tod to Dr. n_or ClI1 hl.a 90th
b1rtlldo7. It;yau would l1Ice • COW. the:r
are a...11 thl. in th1a offic.; 11 ,"au would
pref.r that we MDd • CC'P7 to 7QU. p1..M.••
l.t ua me::. and .. ahall bIi &lAd to do .0.

81naeroJJo•

VelJD& A. I!II8per
orne. oJ: tho Il1roator

•

Prof...ar O. Vebl.en
Ir.-t1tuta tor .ldnnaod 8t\Ul;f

Same letter to Protessors A.l.tCldi, Beurlirt(l:, Chemise, O,yson, Gtsdel, Kantorov\.cn,
Kennan, M~rltt, Montgomery, Mors8, Pais, Panotaky, Selberg, Thompson, 'Wh1tFley,
Woodward, Yang, Alexa.rder, Veblen, St.-Nart, Low'e. ()liss Goldman has already
picked up a copy.)

•
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To the highest and moat reverend sir, Mr. Abraham Flexner, who

by accuratel3" recalling the past, wisely interpreting the prestmt and

with almost divine inspiration foreseeing the future, conceived the

idea of the Insti 111 te called of Advanced Studies, thought of a plan

and finally made the dream come true, those who have the office of

professor in the aforesaid Institute a8 well as those who--a new and

unusual thing-held to be "meriti rather than em1r1ti" exercise tbeir

concern for the common good, in grat.i tude and piet;r wish and predict

happiness tor the tenth decennium of a noble ute. In testimony of

which, on the 13th of November, 1956, they have subscribed their names.
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Allpl1..~ 1\ ftrend1a~-"0,

Dao1no Abrabu noner,

qui praeterita accurate rwcordaDdo praeaentia p8ruplenter orcI1nmdo rutun.

quasi c1iv1DitUII p....q1endo SebolM a Studlla Sub:u.d.Or1bUII den_tal 1_

omcapit, ..Um. _0I1\n1\, alt1a;1. d_ ad ft.,.. pardux1\, CU1l 11 qui

in pra_eta Sobola aqU\r1 &Ul&ra tuncun\ur two 11 qui-quod novua a\q1l&

inuaitatua ut-pro Mrit11 potiul qua pro _er1t.Ui habit! in Ai C. tn' aura

pammt Inte pi•• 1JI deet.ua decorae nu. deo-,1Jm la,t. opt.aDt at ,.1nantur.

Oui". rei in t..t.1aon1aa n_ lublCripN!'IlJI\ !d. I"". A.D. MDOCCOLYl
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ONE TWENTY FIVE PARK AVENUE

NEW YORK

O" .. ,,;c 0"

S"'MUEL. 0 L.CIDESOO,.,.

November 13, 1956

Dear Oppy:

At the luncheon today in honor of Dr. Flexnerls
90th birthday, the Institute for Advanced Study pre­
sented him with a silver tray. We would like to
engrave the following inscription:-

To Abraham Flexner
Wise in understanding, bold in conception,
Creator of the Institute for Advanced Study
Salutations from its Officers and Trustees

November 13, 1956

together with facsimile signatures of all the officers
and trustees.

Will you please sign the enclosed card in black
ink and return it to me as qUickly as possible.
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13 Novomber 19$6

Miss Goldman called in about noon toda;y; she "as just back.
Told her aoout the luncheon, and about putting her signature
on the ne.xner scroll. She said she would have beeD very
disappointed 1.1' her name had not appeared; Yfa8 very glad
we had dona so.

Told ber that RO had some things he wished to discuss with
her. She will be in either tomorrow or the next d..q, and
w1.ll .top by.
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12 October 19$6

Dele.od .... copa. of
taur DOtes al:iu t Dr. f'lexner 1. Ld.r~ I

ono ho,. Dr. !'ultoD to Dr. Oppo •
0D8 ho Or. Oppoohe1:l6r to Ilr. '"o1.cleodcrf,
one f Pr. r"ltcn to PJr. J... nemer,
ODd ani from ... to Dr. !'ultoo. 'lb.U 18
lIlT .mol. fila on t.te :attar.

Su-rel:f.

Mr.. 'il r 50boon)
",eeretar,y to • u1rector

1118. Lo.
Office of S. D. Loideodorf
12, Pork ._no
New York:. lew York

•
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27 J&DU&17 1956

Dear Dr. Fulton I

Dr. Oppenbo1mer 18 _ tor •
couple of dq., ao 1 am. vit1n& to
aCIt.DOWled&:. and tbank ,"au for lOur note
about the minute.a and. Prot.seor lennan,
and the COPT of lOur letter to Mr. Jame•

• nonllr. I know that Dr. Oppanbo1mer 1&
Plann1n& to cI1lcuas Dr. JP1emlr'l b1rtllclq
with I1r• .we1d.aaaort early next week.

I _ alao encloeina: a copy ot
• latt.er troll Dr. Franklin, Jlhich &ITiTed
toclq.

Sinoerel,y ,V'Ollrl,

(IIrs. Wlldar Hoboon)
Secretary to the Director

Dr. John P. Pulton
Yal. Univarelt,y School ot lIed1cin.
))) Cedar Stroot
New HaVln, ConnectJ.cut

enclolure

•
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January 25. 1956

lIT dear J1llIIlI1. :

llaD,T tt..- for TO.,.. of the 2Ot.h. I
am glad t!lat TOU li~ed .mat I .aid .bout
your colorful biograph,. ot Gilbert ~tuart.

With rf'C8"1S to your ncle Abe'" 90th
birthdaT in N • I all d ;you lib
toe idea and .hall proceed nth it if
Oppio and his other rriando think ".U of
it, but I .. 1ncl1Df'ld to agr " nth you
that at the age of 90 and in new or the
shortness or time, a Festcchritt is r all1
not incti.cated. &11 atting in touch with
Allan evins as you SUI. "fist. I bad forgotten
about their :.ntialacT.

All the b£o"t,

Yours 81ncerel1'.
; ......

John

.. Jamea T. ~emer
192 rut 75th Street
P' tor 21, ". York

• t • •

co: Dr. rt 0 penhe
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II January 1956

Dear lIr. Le1desdor! I

In ovem.brr of this year nexner
W1ll be celebrating his 90th b1rth~.

John lulton has called tIl1s to '!I1 attention,
and .... both tIl1nk that he might ep c1ats a
....u celebration that tile Institute could
sponsor, and to which we II1ght invits h1a
friends !'rom the Institute and f'ro:n tile
various foundations. Does this .ee:n ll.ke •
good idea, and would yon be willing to 1st
your people arran"e it? "I "'0 <I be gled to
do that, but I net. teel as c1088 to
1lexner I or as we inSormed about his hiends
and taatu as 18 desirable.

With wa.rm greetings,

•

Robert Oppenbei"n.er

lIr. S. IJ. Le c1esdorf
125 Park Avenue
New York, tletw York

BY HAND
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"

fkp«lmftIl of the Histary ofMaIidtIt
H"1J1oriloJ Ubr.,

YALE UNIVERSITY SCHOOL OF MEDICINE
l13 CEDAR STR£ET • NEW HAVEN 11' CONNECTICUT

19 Oecember 1955

Dr. Robert Oppenheimer
Institute for Advanced Study
Princeton. New Jersey

My dear Oppie:

J-I.an;y thanks for sending me that oxtraordinari.ly nice
letter from Hermann Weyl written just prior to his death.
How fortunate that he could have had his birthday party and
his Festschrift before his death1

It has just come to It\Y attention that Abraham F1exner
....'ill be ninety on November 13. 1956. Donlt you think it would
be fitting if his friends ~t together and had a party for him.
perhaps a dinner in New York, sponsored by the Institute and the
foundations with which he has been associated? I don't recall
whether a~hing was done at the t~~ of his eightieth birth­
day. Let me know what you think.

Ver,y sincerely yours.

;.-
John F. Fulton. M.D.

12/27/55 RO telephoned Fulton. Agreed that RO would call Leide.dorf.
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