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INSTITUTE HISTORY Institute History
WARREN, ROBERT Biographical

Quote from Haggex Hegel:

"t is the function of the idea to c reate the institution:
it is the funection of the institution to destroy the idea."

Warren goes on to say that Flexmer's idea has created an
institution. "But I cannot tellfou how concerned I am over the
responsibility he has given us--to defend his 1dea against the
institution it created and so prove Hegel wrong."

Stewart paper‘s, e Ae So, Se Eo PO, 193)4'-39
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GOIDSTEIN, KURT Biographical

K&X Correspondence regarding the possible appointment
of Dr. Goldstein with letters of recommendation, etc.

Filed in A, 10/18/56 Institute Miscellaneous (in cardboard
box with just "Institute" A, 10/18/56 Home written on the

front). /L le ## 3 é)
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SALARIES Academic Personnel
BENEFITS
PROFESSORS

Memorandum for Mr. Maass containing coples of certain
letters besring on salaries and retirement problems.

Rikmixinxky xkitxfLxk
Piled in Vertical File under "s" for Salaries.

(<,C«J/e.. ré fé)
A, 10/18/56, Home, Material for Trustees Comnittee on Inst. Policy
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VINER J. Biographical

KEYNES

Von Neumann said (Interview December 27, 1955) that he
had heard from Veblen and others that Flexner originally
wanted Keynes as economist. Von Neumann thought that
Viner would be the best appointment.

Interview with von Neumann, December 27, 1955
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Biographical
PANOFSKY, ERWIN . ol

FLEXNER, A.

Beginning with Panofsky's visit to Princeton and hope
to come to IAS, March 29, 1934 to December 1, 1936 correspondence
between Flexner and Panofsky. Letter of appointment absent.

A, 10/18/56, Home IAS Panofsky file section
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EMIGRES Academic Personnel

EINSTEIN, A. Biographical

Flexner and Mr., Phillips of the State Department and
Mr, John Farr Simmons at Washington, arranged for the Einsteins,
his secretary, and rhe\r daughter to make a trip to
Bermuda with a view to applying there for immigration visas
in order to effect their permanent entry into the United
States. Correspondence with Simmons began December 22, 193,

the trip was finaliy consummated in X93&xxm May of 1935,
Biographical data on Margo

D, U. S. State Department Correspondence, 1947
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SCHOOL OF MATHEMATICS Academic Organization
MEMBERS Academic Personnel
GENERAL Publications

For references found in Science on announcements from
the School of Mathematics on memberships and stipends see
Chronological File under 1934-55.

Science

Mase References found in Science on announcements from the
School of Mathematics on Memberships and Stipends.

December 1ll, 1934 (Vole. 80, pe. 557) "The School of Mathematics
of the Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, N. J., each

year allocates a small number of grants-in-aid to young
mathematicians and mathematical physicists !'for the purpose of
enabling them to broaden their scientific outlook and to work on
their research programs at Princeton in contact with the members
of the institute and university faculties.'! Only such candidates
will be considered as have already given evidence of ability

in independent research comparable at least with that expected
for the degree of doctor of philosophy. Applications for the
academic year 1935-36 should be filed before February 1, 1935.
Blanks for this purpose may be obtained from the School of
Mathematics, The Institute for Advanced Study, Fine Hall,
%f}nosf-of}ﬁ} ?Vo/ F=2, p. g‘a) Scme ar boec, /£ 753 %

November 13, 1936 (Vol. 84, p. 436) Same as Dec. 1ll, 193).
November 19, 1937 (Vol. 86, p. 466) Same as Dec. 1l, 193L4.

November 18, 2938 (Vol. 88 p. 473) Same as Dec. 1, 193l.
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Oct. 26, 1945, (Vol. 102, p. L22) "The School of Mathemstics of
the Institute for Advanced Study will allocate a small number
of stipends to gifted young mathemeticians and mathematical
physicists to enable them to study and to do research work

at Princeton during the academic year 19,6-1947. Candidates
must have given evidence of ability in research comparable at
least with that expected for the degree of doctor of philosophy.
Blanks for application may be obtained from the School of
Mathematies, Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, N. J.,

and are returnable by February 1, 1946."

Nov. 15, 1946 (Vo. 104, p. 467) Same as Oct. 26, 1945,

el b o Lo Bl o i ‘

he - November I, o ey g iy Vol. 122) "The Seheol of
Mathematics of the Institute for Advanced Study will allocate
a small number of grants-in-aid to gifted
and mathematical physicists to enable them

’haﬂﬁ at least with that expected for the degree o

philosophy. Blanks for application ma
Y be obtained f
fehool of Mathematics, Institute for Advanced Study ;g?h:gg
NJ., and are returnable by 1 Jan. 1956, i et
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SCHOOL OF ECONOMICS AND POLITICS Academic Organization

MITRANY ¢ Biographical
GINSBERG

Ginsberg was head of S°°*J“?% Dept. at Lgndon School of
Economics, where he succeeded Hobhouse. He was, in Mitrany's
judgment, ™invaluable,™ in his quality and learning, to
preliminary investigation into the field of the School of
Economics and Polities. Philosophical mind, knows a great
deal of psychology; method, developed in work with Hobhouse,
scientific in nature. Mitrany started working on invitation
to Ginsberg for his sabbatical year before summer 1934, when
Flexner, Mitrany and Ginsberg lunched together,
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SCHOOL OF ECONOMICS AND POLITICS Academic Organization
MITRANY Biographical

EARLE. E. M.

FLEXNER, A.

; ] tr 's A Sapd=
Repor‘b on Study of politics (Mi any ' k)
(Sen‘b b y Flexner to Earle? )

Report is filed in the Chronological File under 1934,

Earle papers (Vertical)



Beatrice Stern_research files, Chronological Files, Box 1, 1934
From the Shelby White and Leon Levy Archives Center, Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, NJ, USA

rivate

MEMORANDUM ON A STUDY IN POLITICS

I, Polities is the most venerable and inelusive of all the social
sciences, but in method 1%t hae remained the most backward of them. The other
social sciences have branched off from politics, as traditionally conceived,
and on doing so each one has had to create a method of its own - as in this
field, method is hardly separable from doctrine and purpose. Eeonomies,
especially, through the intemse work and interest devoted to it during the
past hundred years, has been able to develop methods whieh embolden its
practitioners to aspire to the achievements of a pure science.

’ Polities, however, as studied and taught still, has remained in
the main an aceumulation of doectrines - 1ntereating but mostly irrelevant.
Higher teaching in the Universities stilleis based on a scholastic exposition
of that miscelleny of old doctrinesy and in so far as new doetrines are put
forward, they work for the most with the morms of the old.

The only chenge in recent years has been an attempt to develop
& positive method, through the quantitative amalysis of certain isolated
factors and situations (pressure groups, voting frequensy, measurements of
public opinion, and so on)s The instrument has been elementary, and the method
hardly related or relatable to any systematic gemeral theory. Ome should
mention alse the attempts at a psychological approach, im whish Graham Wallas
has been a pioneer. Though empirical, the studies in that group have been
stimulating; but as & general method this approech must wait on the develop=-
ment of the psychologieal imstrument with which it works.

Politles, therefore, though the cardinal soeial science, is still
in search of a scientific method. That protrasted adolescence goes a long way

to explain the ease with which so many esoteric doetrines have been propagated
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in recent yearsy even the most selfewilled dictators, it seems, having felt
the need to legitimize their rule by wedding it to a formal dostrine. These
arg ephemeral phenomena. More significant is the hold which the materialistie
doetrine, in its Merxian setting, has soquired of latej so much so that it
now dominates the minds of those who oppose it as much as the minds of those
who support ibt.

There are a number of momentary reasons for that. But the main
reagon is that the materialistic doeotrine, as elaborated by llarx, is at present
the only ome providing certain universal concepts which can be used in combina-
tion with a factual analysis satisfying modern ways of study -« the only one,
that is, which can lay some claim to & scientific status. That reputation and
influence is the more significent because the Merxian framing of the material-
istic dostrine has really vitiated the scientific elaims of the method in two

| respects. It has deoreed in advance that the economie factor is the determin-
ing element in politieal life and change, and in that degree has prejudiced
both the working of the method and its results. It has, secondly, introduced
the motion of the class struggle as the epring of all soelal action, thus
injeeting into its whole system a teleological element whieh must elude any
attempt at positive analysis.

II. Is it possible to find a fresh approach to Polities whieh should
1ift this ancient diseipline out of this scholastic stagnation: « an approach
Heovekical. W J
whibh should have a solid piiswdwpiowhspew, so os to permit a statement of
theory in sufficiently universal terms; which should be eapable of applying
the tests of positive analysis to the history of govermment, as well as to the

fects and problems of govermment; and whose results shall not depend for their

significance on dogmatic apriorisms like 'class struggle' and 'democracy’,
tindividual liberty' and 'mational sovereignty'?
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Having gome over the field again during the past two years with
this question in mind, with excursions in one or two specific directions as
a test, I mn inclined to believe that sush a fresh approach is possible; and
various scholars with whom I have discussed my tentative hypothesis have

encouraged me in that belief.

The argument which leads up to that working hypothesis can be
stated briefly.

Govermment, as an institution and as an act, has never been an
end in itself. Men did not gather in sommunities in order to set up certain

LR e M T T S A g
e

pom,gplwi:mfggytiomx they gathered for &oftnin soeial ends, for the better
performance of certain common fumections, and 1;%::;;;7 re seot up to
faeilitate that performance. Govermment has been a framework destinmed to
enable the soeial life of a community to unfold itself peacefully and pro-
gressively (Just as the buildings which so daminate our landscape are bub
protection for the real life which goes on within them).

Soeial life has ever been in a state of flux, in its needs and
in its means, To perform their funection adequately, forms and rules of
govermment have eontinually had to adapt themselves to that evolution; and
every political doctrine, though argued in universal terms, has really been
concerned with some such specific problem of change, either approving it or

. opposing it. Marxian theory says that all that is the expression and result

l! of a continuous class struggle. But if the influence of princes grew in times
of political erisis, that of the soldiers in time of war, and that of the
bankers and traders when economic action was pressing - was 1t beecause their
class was momentarily in the ascendant ox; because their function was then

predominant? If rulers interfered at times less and at times more with soeial
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activities, was it beeause of changing political fortumes or changing theoret-
ieal fashions; or was it because social conditioms and problems called in &
varying degree for sommon sction and control? It seems possible to hold that
the active element in the history of political imstitutions has been not their
form but their fumetion.

The methodologlieal problem suzgested by that premise is to find
the correlation between the forms of govermment and the functions of govermment.
If such a correlatiom, sufficiently general and substantial, can be discovered,
we should at last have an imductive method oapable of building up a systematic
body of political kmowledge, and from this in twrn find the meens %o formulate
a body of political 'la';u'.

III. Not the least merit of such & fumctiomal approach, in so far
as the hypothesis works true, is that it would not be bound in advance by
either doctrinal or territorial limitations. By its very wature it would pass
over the wholly dogmatie division between munieipal and intermational political
theory., The now much-discussed problem of Security might serve as an i1lustra~-
tion.

A study of it on these lines, following up its evolution through
history, would probably show a continuous functional correlatiom between the
nature of the social group and the means used to proteet it: « from the gelf-
contained eity life protected by city walls the fumction of securiiy gradually
moved to the self-contained natiomal life protected by national military
establishments. But then an umnatural break between means and ends happened.
At a certain period in history social 1life overflowed beyond the limits of the
national territory, but 'security' did not follow suit; it remained bourd to
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netional means and to & nmational scale. At the same time, and no doubt for

the seme reasons, its whole semse changed. It came %o be looked upon no longer
as a political funmction but as a political prerogative; and the State, from
having been an instrument of secwrity, to protect social life, became the chief
object of security, to whieh for that purpose all soeial life had to be sub-
ordinated.

\ A funetional study of Security would reveal whem and how the

‘1 break happened. The method thus seems ecapable of taking naturally in its stride,
|
|
|

without special deviation, both the physiology and the pathology of political

| institutions, so to speak; and it will be seen from the above reference to the

/
f State how through positive analysis the method leads up, direectly and rationally,

I
| to the theoretical position.

The summary example used abuve indisates the lines to be followed
f}'in the preliminery studies. It is neither necessary mor desirable to attack

the whole field from the outset. The method mekes it possible to select
certain 'functions' and to study them separately; end these first sectional
studies will provide the means both to develop the method and o test it. That
should be a sufficient task for the current academiec year and the next -~ a task
which because of its experimental mature must be kept in limited hands. If by
the end of thal period the method has proved itself, and in the preccess hes
become sufficiently perfected for more general use, then it would be timely %o
widen its application to the field with the cooperation of a group of workers.

The analytical work involved will of necessity be eonsiderable.
The sectional studies must rest upon a thagough historical anelysisg and while
they will have to rely in that upon existing material, most of the material

will have to be re-grouped and recast for the purpose of this approach. A% the
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same time, the workers will have to watch continuously for any new fact or view
which may throw fresh light on the relations between social life and govermment,
in a partieular function or in a perticular period. The characteristic aim of
the method is to recomstruct the mesning of imstitutioms of govermnment - not
deseriptively, from texts and forme, but functionally: as the active nervous
system of all political commumity, affecting and belng affected by every aspect
of social life,

De M.
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THE COLLEGE OF THE CITY OF NEW YORK Relations W.0.A.TI.
Convent Avenue at 139th Street, NYC

Flexner to Pregident Frederick B. Robinson (College'City lof NY) noting the "loss
of your PTOfGSSOP/% thematicst, Flexner then delicately sugeests that it is time for all
institutions having a department of mathematics to see that their faculty is in touch
with modern mathematics and is at the forefront of the new drive for teaching in accord
with the most recent advances in mathematical &ciences. "It is an open secret that New
York University has invited a very distinguished German mathematician, Professor Courant,
formerly a professor of mathematics at Gottingen and now visiting professor at Cambridge
University, to come to New York University for a two-year period. There is a general
movement in this direction to bring mathematics up to the level which it has reached in
the most important centers in Europe."

Robinson to Flexner, Feb. 1, 1934, thanks him for his note with its friendly nudge.

- "However, wé had prided ourselves at The City College upon the strength of our Mathematics
Department and upon the fact that we were bringing up a crop of young men who represent
the most recent advances in mathematical science...0f course I may be mistaken, but I had
the feeling that we had about as well equipped a mathematics department as any institution
in the United States which deals with undergraduate instruction in pure mathematics and

with the professional applications of mathematics in the fields of technology and business

He gives Flexner the outlines for the present organization of his Department of
Mathematics but thanks him again for his implied friendly criticism “which makes me want

to redouble our efforts." and asks him for suggestions of strong men whom they could
add to the Department.

Flexner_sgbsequent?y, Feb. 2, 6, and 19 invites Robinson to Princeton to confer with
tpe mathematicians at Fine Hall and then places Robinson and Eisenhart in communication
with the result that Rebimsmmxzsmds Eisenhart invites Professor Reynolds and Professor

Gill to come to Princeton at the expense of the Institute in order to have luncheon and
look over Fine Hall.

File IV=3



Beatrice Stern research files, Chronological Files, Box 1, 1934

From the Shelby White and rg%rchives Center, Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, NJ, USA 1 / 12
SALARTES Academic Personnel
POLICIES Administration

PRINCETON ALUMNI WEEKLY Publications

Article on I. A. S.--no criticism for high salaries
and academic freedom. Highly laudatory.

D, Tnatitute Organization
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SCHOOL OF HUMANISTIC STUDIES Academic Opganization

FLEXNER, Aa | Biographical
FRANKFURTER, F.

LOWE, ELTAS

MOSKOWITZ, H.

Moskowitz commends Lowe to Frankfurter,

AT Al may . BE 9w M I N

- Vertical File, Frankfurter-1
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V193k 1/29

Administration

FLEXNER, A. | Biographical
Dr. Flexner reported in part:

"In order that the members of the two groups might mingle freely and thus profit
from the interchange of ideas, my wife and I have t aken several steps. On one occasion
we brought all the workers together, and they spent an entire afternoon getting acquainted
with one another and forming agreeable, social contacts. In the second case, we brought
the professors of the two institutions together in the evening, and on a third occasion
we brought together the professors of the Institute and the members of the Board of Trus- -
tees. Unfortunately, it was not possible for all the members of the Board of Trustees to
be present, but I am hoping that perhaps during the spring something can be arranged in
New York, for it seems to be easier for the professors to come from Princeton than for the
Trustees to go there. In addition, my wife and I have each Sunday afternoon received at
an informal tea workers in the fields of mathematics and physics in the two institutions.
Thus social contacts have undoubtedly done much to break through the ice and to bring
these men, young and old, together on a basis of intellectual and scientific equality.”

Vol. I, No. 16, Minutes 1/29/3L, pp. 8-9
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V1934 : 1/29
GENERAL Relations WOAT
GENERAL Publications

Dr. Flexner reported in part:

"I may add still another incident which shows how quickly the new School of
Mathematics has received international recognition. With the downfall of the great
university centers in Germany it became necessary in Europe to establish a new inter-
national journal of mathematies. This task was undertaken by a group of Dutch mathe-
maticians. On the Board of Editors there are five Americans: of them, two, Eisenhart
and Lefschetz, are professors in Princeton University; two, Veblen and von Neumann,
professors in the School of Mathematics of the Institute; one, now at Yale, was at Prince-
ton last year. Thus four of the five American representatives on this international Board
are now at Princeton, and the fifth left Princeton last year to go to Yale."

M.

Vol. I, No. 16, Minutes 1/29/3L, p. 8
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SCHOOL OF ECONCMICS AND POLITICS Academic Organization
DEGREES Academic Procedure
NCMINATIONS Administration

Minutes, p. 12:

"After discussion regarding possible developments in the field of economics and
politics, it was, on motion, .

"RESOLVED, That the Director be and hereby is authorized in his discretion to
present at the April (193L4) meeting of the Boaraof Trustees a nomination in the School
of Economics and Politics with the terms and conditions necessary to secure the ablest
available scholar in that field.™

- "The Chairman announced the appointment of the Committee on Nominations to re-
port at the annual meeting as follows:
Mr, Samuel D. Leidesdorf, Chairman
Mr. Percy S. Straus
Mr. Walter W. Stewart
Honorary Trustees
Chairman
Vice~Chairman"

"On motion it was

"RESOLVED, That Mr. Hardin be and hereby is instructedfto obtain permission from

the Board of Education of the State of New Jersey in order that the Instit ma; i
. . . ut
desires, be in a position to grant degrees." sl

Vol. I, No. 16
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Vv193L e

PROFESSCRS (VISITING) Academic Personnel
GRANTS-IN-ATD

WEYL, HERMANN Biographical
DIRAC, P.A.M.

Minutes, pe. 1l:

"RESOLVED, That a sum not to exceed Four thousand five hundred Dollars (§k,500.00)
be and hereby is appropriated in order to reimburse Professor Hermann Weyl for such ex-
penses as he incurred in moving from Germany to the United States.™

"RESOLVED, That Professor P.A.M. Dirac of the University of Cambridge, be invited
to the Institute for Advanced Study as visiting professor for the year 1934-1935 at a
salary of Ten thousand Dollars ($10,000.00)."

"RESOLVED, That a fund up to the sum of Twenty thousand Dollars ($20,000.00) be

and hereby is available for grants-in-aid, this amount to be included in the budget for

1934-1935."

"RESCOLVED, That a fund up to One thousand Dollars ($1,000.00

. ; . be and hereby i
avallablg for paying the expenses and honoraria of visiting p;ofessois or lecturerz ig
the Institute, this amount to be included in the 1934-1935 budget."

"RESCLVED, That the sum of Ten thousand Dollars ($10,00 i
: 0.00) be included, if
necessary, in the budget for 1934-1935 so as to enable the Iﬁstitute to develop in the

direction of theoretical or mathematical "
physies." ) - . ~
ﬂ\w [0 t'm/ SJ-M"\__,&‘ 04 i

n ol - R { !
. ! . A, Ay ‘».,‘_\, My W' 4 é('“ ol R Y
I o i *'H MAaate ..

Y us I

Vol. I, No. 16, Minutes 1/29/3}
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1934 1/29

MATHEMATICAL PHYSICS Academic Activities
Dr. Flexner reported in part:

".eeo If, as I hope, the Board will make an appropriation which will enable us to bring
Professor Dirac, the English Nobel Prizeman in mathematical physics, to the Institute for
a year, it is important that there should be in the group next year at least two young
Americans, who have won some distinction infthe same field, for sooner or later we shall
have to develop in this direction. Experimental physics is not only expensive but is a
subject which we need not touch, since it is highly cultivated in many American uni-
xExix versities and in some certain industries, but theoretical or mathematical physics,
upon which experimental physics rests, is relatively undeveloped in this country. We
have therefore an opportunity to make a very important contribution at a relatively small
outlay. I shall suggest an appropriation not to exceed $10,000, of which we may not have
to spend more than $5,000 in order to bring to the Institute for a single year the two
most promising Americansin this field. Working with Professor Einstein and Professor
Dirac, they would have an opportunity to show whether they can meet the standard which
has already been set by the previous appointments in the field of pure mathematics. If
so, we can, whenever we are ready, make this necessary extension at a minimum outlay."

Vol. I, No. 16, Minutes 1/29/3L, pp. 6-7
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193k 1/29

STAEF GV hedro— - . 0 . Academic Personnel
FELLOWSHIPS
ROCKEFELLER FOUNDATICN Foundations

NATICNAL RESEARCH COUNCIL
PRINCETON UNIVERSITY Relations WOAT
GRANTS-IN=-ATD Finance

Minutes, pp. 2-3:

Director's report on racial originé and religion of staff and "workers™ (Fellows).
".... The body of workers, now totalling 21 in number, is similarly constituted. There
is a Russian, who has not, however, as yet arrived in Princeton but is expected shortly,
an Austrian, a German, an Englishman, who holds a post in Scotland, a Dutchman, and the

rest are Americans of diverse origin. They come from every section of the country and
represent a great variety of racial and religious originSeeses

Minutes, p. L:

Social relations at Fine Hall, i.e., afternoon tea, seminars.

supporting some of the students. Foundations

Minutes, p. 5:

Grants-in-aid for visiting professors requested.

Vol. I, No. 16
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V. 1934 1/29

GRANTS Finance
JOHNS HOPKINS UNIVERSITY Relations WOAI
Dr. Flexner reported in part:

"Under existing financial conditions it is necessary to continue the grants-in-
aid by which we have been ensbled to colperate with universities which have done all in
their power when they have granted leave of absence on half pay to some of their best men.
This particular type of aid will of course shrink when the general financial situation
has improved. By way of example, I can say that during the present year we are making
a grant-in-aid to an associate professor in the Johns Hopkins University. So great has
been his enthusiasm and so marked the benefit which he has derived that the Johns Hopkins
University has already intimated to us that next year they propose to send another
associate professor on full pay, thus relieving the Institute of any expense whatsoever
after a single year's experience."

Vol. I, No. 16, Minutes 1/29/3k4, p. 7
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FLEXNER, A. Biographical

Dr. Flexner reported in part:

"In conclusion, let me say that I have a feeling as if the mist had risen, that
what we saw more or less dimly as a vision when the Institute was first conceived is be-
ginning to stand out clearly defined in the sunlight as a feasible and, if we are careful,

a notable addition to the weapons which the human race must use in its war on ignorance
intolerance, and fanaticism."

Vol. I, No. 16, Minutes 1/29/3kL, p. 9
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INVESTMENTS Finance
REPORT
Minutes, pp. 10-11:

"RESOLVED, That authority be and hereby is given to the Finance Committee to with-
draw from the Guaranty Company all mortgages guaranteed by the Fidelity Union Title and
Mortgage Guaranty Company, and to surrender on behalf of the Institute all contracts of
guaranty; and that authority be given also, after such withdrawal and release, to r educe
the rate of interest on any mortgage, if deemed by the Finance Committee to be in the
interest of the Institute."

"The Treasurer reported that the income of the first six months of our fiscal
year, that is, from July 1 to December 31, 1933, was $123,645, while the expenses during
the same period amounted to $53,104; that the income for the balance of the academic year,
to June 30, 1934, would be approximately the same, but that expenditures would approximate
$70,000 because the salaries of many members of the faculty had not begun until the autumn
of 1933, In other words, the Institute would probably spend approximately 60 o of the
income for the next six months of the year. The Treasurer stated that the cash in bank

| and market value of securities as of December 31, 1933, was in excess of $4,500,000. On
I motion, the report of the Treasurer was accepted."

Vol. I, No. 16, Minutes 1/29/3k, pp. 10-11
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INVESTMENTS Finance
TRUSTEES Corporation
HARDIN, JOHN R. Biographical

At the Tpustees'! meeting of January 29, 1934, Hardin
as Chairman of the Finance Committee asked and was granted
authority to withdraw Fidelity Union Title and Mortgage
Guarantee Company all mortgages guaranteed by that company
and purchased from them, and to surrender onb ehalf of the
Institute contracts of guarantee. Furthermore, authority

was given to the Finance Committee to reduce the rate of
interest on any mortggage if it was deemed to be in the
interests of the Institute.

D, Hardin, John R,
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CENERAL Educational Institutions
Director's Reports

With the 5 staff members in TAS "Princeton has become perhaps the most prominent
mathematical center in the worldn,

Vel. 1, No. 16, P. 2 Minutes of Board of Trustees - 1/29/3L



Beatrice Stern research file logical Files, Box 1, 1934
From the Shelby White L Archives Center, Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, NJ, USA

SCHOOL OF MATHEMATICS
PRINCETON UNIVERSI TY
MEMBERS

CAMPBELL, SUPT. HAROLD G.
(N, Y. Bd., Education)

February - March

Academic Organization
Relations WOAT
Academic Personnel

Biographical

Correspondence between Flexner and Campbell on placing
graduate students and members of I. A. S. in New York schools

for mathematics,.

II=3
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v/ 193k 2/15

FLEXNER, A. Biographical

EINSTEIN, A.

Flexner to Governor A. Harry Moore (Trenton):

"I have your very kind favor of February 12. I have been asked to allow the use
of my name in so many connections since coming to Princeton that I have had to take the
position that I would under no circumstances be a member of any committee at all. If I
make an exception in favor of Professor Einstein, I shall find myself overwhelmed with
similar requests and with a precedent which will greatly embarrass me. I hope therefore
that you will excuse me and that you will understand my appreciation of your kindness and
my tremendous admiration for Professor Einstein."

File ITI-19
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EINSTEIN, ALBERT Biographical
FLEXNER, ABRAHAM

MAASS, HERBERT

WEYL, HERMANN

Flexner to Maass:

"Einstein has had the brippe, and I have kept him indoors by main force. His wife
told me over the telephone that he was feeling quite well today. You will be interested
to know that he is so happy that he has cancelled his Oxford and Spanish appointments
and is now endeavoring to do the same with his appointment at the College de France. He
wishes, however, no public mention made of these facts. The truth is that he is happy
and tranquil here, that more and more he is assoclating with others at the Institute,
students and professors, and I have the feeling that he begins to realize that I was right
when I ventured last summer to suggest that he should concentrate on the Institute. His
wife spoke to me the other evening of his not goingkto Europe at all, spending the summer
here in America and buying a house next winter in Princeton. Of course, I did not crow
but said in the calmest way, "That would be very nice.' All this ought to be confidential,
for people like Einstein don't like to feel any pressure, even the pressure of approval.

"You have doubtless heard from Mr. Harris that the Equitable Life refused Professor
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From the é:q]tgﬁhne and Leon Levy Archives Center Institute for Advanced Study Princeton, NJ, USA
Weyl's applfication for insurance. I have discussed the matter with Dr. Alfred Cohn, who
persists in his opinion that there is nothing really wrong with Weyl and that the refectior
is only in consequence of certain rules, from which the compahkies know too little to
départ. Mr. Harris is now trying the New York Life, and I have taken the matter up with
the Teachers fInsurance and Annuity Association of America. By the time you return we
shall have all the information, and I have the feeling that at that time we should have a
meeting of the Executive Committee and in one way or another give Professor Weyl and his
wife the assurance which we have given Professor Einstein and Professor Veblen. Certainly
no one could have thrown himself more actively in the work of the Institute than Weyl has
done. He is extremely active and very happy, as are also his wife and children."

Source: IAS Trustees - Maass, Herbert H.
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SCHOOL OF ECONOMICS AND POLITICS Academic Organization
FRANKFU RTER, FELIX Biographical
FLEXNER, A.

VINER, J.

Flexner's handwritten footnote on l§t§er to Frankfurters
P. S. Of course, Viner is also a possibility.

Frankfurter papers
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DEGREES Academic Procedures
SCHOOL OF MATHEMATICS Academic Organization
PROFESSORS Academic Personnel
MEMBERS

HARDIN, JOHN R Biographical

JohnR ., Hardin to Charles R, Hardin, February 2, 193l.

Asks him to prepare necessary papers to present to the
Board of Education of New Jersey for the granting of
authority to grant degrees. (Directdd by the Board meeting

in January, 193L).

"The Institute is actually in going order with a fully
equipped School of Mathematics, which has already received
international recognition., It is located at Princeton, and
has a staff of five professors. There are twenty-one students
(they style them 'workers'), Two of them have Ph. D. degrees. WVm\

All the others have already been teaching. Some of them have
reached the rank of associate professors or assistant
professor in the most prominent institutions of this country
and Eurcope. They have been at work for as much as eight or
ten years, during which t hey have made notable contributions
to mathematics... A They are variously financed, Some of
them pay their own way entirely and a tuition fee besides.
Others are sent by the National Research Council,

to which the Rockefeller Foundation makes an appropriation
for the purpose; others by the Rockefeller Foundation;
still others have been granted leave of absence on half pay
by their own institutions, despite the fact that these
institutions are hard pressed financially, and in these
instances the Institute has made a grant-in-aid., Others grants-
in-aid have been made and will be made. Plans for other
school®f are under consideration, as well as for permenent
buildings, etc,"

JRH Correspondence from January, 1934 to December, 1936
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GEST ORIENTAL LIBRARY Facilities
SWANN, NANCY IEE Biographical

Dr. Swann's description of Gest Oriental Library.
Reprint on Translation of sectidns of it.

Gest Oriental Library--Vault file, Miscellaneous Material
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FOUNDERS Corporation
EINSTEIN, A. Biographical
FLEXNER, A.

FULD, MRS. FELIX

Flexner to Mrs. Fuld, March 6, 1934. (Mrs. Fuld in Arizona).

The Veblens and the Knebelmans of the Princeton faculty
gave a party to the mathematics group--cold night but everybody
turned out. "As previously, Einstein was the unconscious lion
of the evening. He spoke with everybody and in the sweetest
possible way. He is working very hard, going to Fine Hall seven
days in the week; but, on the other hand, he continues to
accept useless engagements which require him to leave Princeton,

' going to Philadelphia for a dinner and returning at 1 otclock

in the morning. Curiously, these interruptions do not affect
either his health or his work. He apparently...does these things
almost mechanically. The other day President and Mrs. Dodds

and Mrs. Flexner and I had lunch with him, and we had a real
German feed of sauerkraut, liver sausage, and such. I trembled
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for Mrs. Dodds, but she survived the ordeal, as did also the
rest of us.

D, Fuld, Mrs. Felix
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SCHOOL OF MATHEMATICS Academic Organization
SCHOOL OF ECONOMICS AND POLITICS
FLEXNER, A. Biographical

SCHROEDI NGER

Report on School of Economics and Politics.

Report that members of Faculty had been making inquiries
in field of mathematical physics, which "has already been
opened by Professor Einstein and Professor von Neumann." No
nomination to submit (Schroedinger matter related?) Dirac
coming as visiting professer.

In April, 193l, Minutes, pp. 2-3. Director reports on
Schroedinger as great mathematical physicist who resigned from
University of Berlin when Hitler assumer power, acce ted
immediately a professorship offered by Oxford, subject to a term

as visiting professor previously arranged with Princeton University.
Worked with Einstein while here. See correspondence with

Eisenhart indicating that Princeton offered him a professorship

mhxke which he refused, apparently looking toward I. A. Se
The March Minutes indicate this is what happenede. -

Executive Committee Minutes
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BENEFITS Academic Personnel
WEYL, MRS. Biographical

MAass and Leidesdorf appointed a special committee to
investigate pension for Mrs. Weyl,

Executive Committee Minutes
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SCHOOL OF ECONOMICS AND POLITICS Academic Organization
STRAUS, PERCY S. Biographical
FLEXNER, A.

Straus asks Flexner whether in view of the faillure
of the economists to help in the period from !'29 om, it
might be well to seek impersonality in an gppointment in
the form of a young man of purely scientific training,
without any previous economic interests, and start him
from scratch as an economist, in the hope that the previous
training will prevent him from falling into any of the ruts
of previous economiec thinking.

Flexner to Straus, March 1k, 193k,

"There is something to be said in behalf of a historian
who is familiar with the economic and historical developments
from the beginning of the Industrial Revolution...It may also
turn out that we shall find within the field of mathematics

someone who has an interest in histori
ic and econo
Finally, it might not be without advantage to inclgég i%ggin

this group a really abl :
gone on record..."y o oo i L 8§ L

D File, Straus, Perey 8,
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_VINER, JACOB Biogrsp hical
FIEXNER, A.
FRANKFURTIR, F,

Flexner to Frankfurter.

We cannot "get far" with economists who are too much on
record. "I am afraid Viner's relationship with Morganstewnlh o o
and the need of cooperating in doing polite things may hurt
him, although there is always the possibility it may simply
enrich him,

Felix PFrankfurter's papers,
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STRAUS, JESSE ISADORE (American Ambassador to France) Biographical

EINSTEIN, A.
March 15, 1934
Straus to Flexner/writes in confusion about a request Mr.s Albert Einstein has made
of him to secure advice to Dr. Einstein from the Minister of Education in Paris that it
would be unsafe for him to fulfill a lecture engagement in Paris in April. Mrs. Einstein
stated she feared for his safety should he come but he would not on his own initiative
cancel his obligation to come to Paris. The Ambassadorg asks Flexner's aid.

Flexner to Straus, March 27, 1934, He recounts the confusion as reported in the New
York Times (see account filed under Einstein) namely, that when Einstein had agreed to
spend the year, in matter of fact, the rest of his career at the Institute, he had at the
same time been under obligation to deliver lectures in Paris, Madrid and a few weeks
annually at Oxford. 4He acceptede..so that he was really a professor simultaneously at
four institutions. When I read of these complications in the New York Times last summer
I wrote him and his wife, in the kindliest tone, that I felt sure he would find it imposs-
ible to discharge these obligations; but they thought otherwise, and I let the matter drop

They came to Princeton in October. I have never alluded in conversation with them to
these outside engagements, says Flexner.

"For a few weeks I attempted to protect them against newspaper and other publicity,
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but as they did not cooperate I dropped all efforts in that direction.®

He goes on to say thet the Einsteins finally saw that he was right and that Einstein
resigned his Spanish chair, and has so far as Dr. Flexner knows, informed the Oxford
authorities that he cannot come to Oxford. "He really wants to stay in America, though
my private hunch is that Mrs. Einstein--partly on account of her children and partly for

}other reasons--desires to go abroad." He coungsels the Ambassador against doing anythinge.
I"Ih dealing with umwerldly people of this sort, who will not ask advice until they have
gotten themselves into a mess, it is impossible to do anything that is really helpful.®

File 1V-8
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PRINCETON UNIVERSITY

Flexner to Dodds, March 15, 193l.

"I have seen Dean Eisenhart and he not only agrees that
it would be wise to mention the Institute in the catalogue, but
tells me that this has already been done in the preparation of
the pamphlet dealing with the work of the Graduate School.

"T shall send you a marked copy of our new bulletin as
soon as it is received from the Princeton Press. You are,
of course, free to make any use you please of this in your
report.”

D, Dodds, Harold W.
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VINER, JACOB Biogrsp hical
FIEXNER, A.
FRANKFURTER, F.

Flexner to Frankfurter.

i h on
We cannot "get far" with economists who are too muc _
record. "I am afraid Viner's relationsh:}p witl} Morgansbern iR & w.
and the need of cooperating in doing pol:..te things may huit
him, although there is always the possibility it may simply

enrich him.,"

FPelix Frankfurter™ papers.

193k | ~—3/16

HEAD, SIR HENRY Biographical
DIRAC, PAUL A.M.

| EINSTEIN, A.
VON NEUMANN, JOHN

PRINCETON UNIVERSITY Relations WOAT

GENERAL Educational Institutions
w Flexner to Head (Hartley Court, England): (>lie b"”

"As Anne has written in her letter to your wife, Professor Dirac of Cambridge
is coming to the Institute as visiting professor next year. The entire group agreed
upon him as far the most desirable addition that we could make now that the trustees

have created a visiting professorship’,‘ which will enable us to borrow distinguished
persons from year to year.

"I wish that I could find the words to tell you how beautifully things have
gone in the School of Mathematics this year. The Princeton people have been extremely
kind and helpful. They have given us all the space we want in Fine Hall , a memorial
building to one of their late professors of mathematics, erected by a grateful pupil.

It is, I think, probably the best academic building in the United States. simple and in
¥ hu’ ;u;j?,,.,\-_ cqu’} oA 4 Duwe ol . &Al\yc‘\as‘ } 1 g,’wm Flspman aslitd pov L,MJ\-EP V. P, N
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admirable taste. In the professors' room there is a fine mantel-piece with an insecription
which Einstein composed: 'Raffiniert ist der Herr Gott aber boshaft ist er nicht.' The
Princeton mathematicians and our group are indiscriminately mingled together. Some of
them conduct seminars together and they almost all attend one another's lectures, as they
are not too frequent. Our white hope, so to speak, is a Hungarian, von Neumann, just
passed thirty - a brilliant boy, charming and modest, and much like your own Dirac.
Einstein, of course, has been the center of curiosity, of which he is altogether uncon-
scious. When I went to congratulate him the other day on his birthday he said, 'I have

_ | been happy and satisfied here beyond anything I have experienced anywhere in my whole

| life.! Our own students are twenty-four in number, almost all of them men in the early
thirties who are on leave of absence from good academic posts. They select, as they
would at Oxford or Cambridge, the teacher with whom they are most interested to work,
and meke their individual arrangements for conferences and guidance. Of course, they
all attend the lectures of practically the entire group. I let the whole thing alone and
confine myself to doing errands and answering mail, for there is nothing that I can really
do for the mathematicians. You will see from this description how much I owe to Cambridge
and Oxford. Actually, the atmosphere of the whole place is, in its informality, much
more like Oxford or Cambridge than like any American university. A German professor who
visited us a week or so ago told Dean Eisenhart of Princeton as he left Fine Hall, 'This
is surely an Island of the Blessed.' Think of the folly of Germany. Of our five pro-
fessors three are Germans and two Americans. It is interesting to note that there are
repercussions in other American Universities. We are, of course, counting no unhatched

chickens, but I feel sure that in this atmosphere and environment something is bound to
come forth."

File II-29
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SALARTES Academic Personnel
BENEFITS
DODDS, HAROLD H. Biographical

MAASS, HERBERT H.
FLEXNER, A.

Flexner to Maass.

Talked with Dodds, who, influenced by what IAS is doing
on benefits. Princeton Trustees feel need of making more secure
provision for their professors' futures. Flexner says he would
rather "make a sacrifice myself" than see IAS professors
exposed to amximkim anxiety. Compliments Maass' statement
of last meeting on salaries--one school less 1f necessary to

keep them high.

Maass! answer to Flexner a high compliment on far-seel lans
March 20, 193k, bt

D, Maass



Beatrice Stern research files, Chronological Files, Box 1, 1934
From the Shei%w and Leon Levy Archives Center, Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, NJ, USA 7'3 /20

SALARIES Academic Personnel
PRINCETON UNIVERSITY Relations W.0.A.TI.
FLEXNER, ABRAHAM Biographical

MAASS, HERBERT
Maass to Flexner:

"It is quite remarkable, in reading your report at this late date, to note how
farseeing you were and how what you stated at that time fits in so closely with what the
Institute 1s doing. Bringing Dirac over here is a splendid achievement, and certainly
will add immensely to the prestige of the Institute.

"Surely, if what we have done to assure a competence to our faculty has had no
other re-action than what is indicated in your talks with Professor Dodd, we have
accomplished something worth while, and I for one hope that we will rigidly adhere to
ourf policy preferring to sacrifice expansions of subject matter to the maintenance of
substantial salaries and assurances to our staff,

“Note your comment about the situation of Professor and Mrs. Weyl. The matter is
having the attention of Mr. Lelidesdorf and myself, and I hope, before the expiration of

this week, to be able to make some definite and constructive report, of which I shall
apprise you promptly." Source: IAS Trustees - Maass, Herbert H.



Beatrice Stern rem onological Files, Box 1, 1934 g ¢ : 3 / 23
From the Shelby € Levy Archives Center, Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, Nm

FOUNDERS ; Corporaztion
FLEXNER, A, Biographical
of

Flexner's statement on resignation xu the founders
from active positions on the Poard of Trustees as quoted in
the New York Times:

W . .inasmuch as the Institute was well established and
function#éfg according to the principles laid down & by the
founders, both Mr. Bamberger and Mrs. Fuld felt that they
could resign from active participation and withdraw into the
background.”

Pile I-6
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GENERAL Corporation
FLEXNER, A. Biographical

EARLE, E. M.

Earle to Flexner, March 25, 1934, apparently on a suggestion
from Flexner that a mathematical economist might be the person who

should start the school.

He thinks that, "without any exception of which I know, our
present-day economists are not by training or experience or rsults
likely to contribute much to the solution of the present-day
world-wide confusion. Also they have sacrificed their claim to

public confidence..."

A well-traineé mind might capably investigate the problems
of today. Economics is no fearful and wonderful mystery.

"T have confidence in the ability of a well-trained
historian to branch out into other fields." He cites the case of
Beard originally interested in historiography, who, when he set to
work on a biography of Alexander Hamilton unearthez materials on

the Constitution "which, as you know, profoundly changed the
course of historical and political resegqrch in “merica. [and even
made a deep imppession on lawyers and the lawl,"

He counsels not placing too much reliance upon the
statistical method or with these who are afflicted with
mataphysical abstraction-Ya besetting sin of the professional
economist." The School of Mathematics g is always there for

he economists to draw upon.

D File, Earle, Edward M., 1931-35



Beatrice Stern research ﬁlﬁ ological Files, Box 1, 1934 T gy
y ) ) {
From the Shelby Whuprﬁn §c:3uvy Archives Center, Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, NJ, TL’JS 3 / 2 7

i

L/12
BUILDINGS AND GROUNDS Fecilities
FLEXNER, A. Biographical
VEBLEN, O.

Flexner to Veblen, March 27, 193L.

"I continue from time to time to turn over in mind the
gquestion of site to which you have repeatedly alluded." He
asks for a memorandum in black and white what for. Owning
real estate may be flore of an encumbrance than a help. He
welcomes reduction of the ideas to writing.

Veblen to Flexner, April 12, 1934.
He puts it down in writing:

be
(l)h"I hope that the Institute will/permanently a seat of
learning (italics mine).™ i .

He quotes Mr. M. Ho. A, Newman of Johns' College,
Cambridge in a statement years sgo about his own university:
"It has been in existence as a seat of learning for a very
long time. There have been periods in which learning has
not occupied its seat, but the seat has always been therer
and learning is generally returned in the course of time, "

Veblen pleads for a permanent and visible locus as
important to the perpetuation of the pugposes of the Institute
in the long future.

(2) Weare all agreed it is very desirable tofork in
close cooperation withthe University. Well, we are also
agreed that the Institute should maintain its independence.
He fears a confusion of the “nstitute wWith the general
conflieting purposes and interests in a university, and he
thinks that the preservation of the independence of the
Institute with the aid of site and building is important.

of the Institute

(3) He thinks that the plant/should be near that of
the Upimersityo
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This is to mmimkmkm promote the good relationship between the
two institutions.

(L) It is entirely probably that Princetonptill become
the site of a group of cultural institutions, much as Oxford
is a group of colleges. It will be a decided advantage to be
at the center of this group rather than on the periphery.

(5) The considerations stated above lead to the
conclusion that the institute should have if possible a large
plot of land, It would be a mistake to get too small a
piece. You hardly could get too large a piece. All universites,
including all the Oxford colleges, have made the mistake
of getting too small plotse

(6) It is up to any institution which settles in a
place like Princeton to contributéd to the amenities of the
place. A large enough plot of land could aid in the
accomplishment of this by keeping away "objectionahle
intruders.” _

(7) All of the considerations hold good, no matter what

sub jects the Institute is going to develop, or how it's going
to develop -them. However, he raises the question, what shall
be the first building the Institute should erect or move

into in case there's a suitable building already on the site.
He thinks the Institute should have sooner or later a
residential center analogous to an Oxford College without t he
monastic background. e thinks the first step probably ought
to b e something analogous to the Atheneum at Pasadena,

Harnack House in Berlin, the Hhodes House in Oxford, including
a residence for the Director, something in _the way of club
rooms or meeting place-for- bers of the Institute, and, if
possible, a certain /additional amount ofJ)residential accommodation.
It should be a recognized socia eus for the Institute.

(8) The actual working quarters of the different schools
might, in some cases, be located right on the University
campus, in contiguity to the appropriate department of the
University, and that in other cases, it would be possible
to have working quarters on the Institute's own territory.
"But this matter I regard as not affecting the question of
site very seriously, because the site should be adequate to
take care of completely the Institute's enterprises in case
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at
circumstances/some time in the future should meke it
desirable to do soo"

(9) About Fine Hell., It is now full; therefore, any
substantial increase in the School of Mathemgtics, or the
thkese facilities for theoretical physics, would tend to
overcrowd it., The situation with regard to offices in Fine
Hall: there are nine offices with fireplaces and fifteen
without. The mermanent members of the two staffs all have
separate offices. In addition to this, the instructors in
the University, assistants in the Institute, and a certain
number of National Hesearch Fellows have offices which are
shared with two or three persons. It is desirable that our
assistants have khakrxogwrxoafRizmsxx individual offices for
thelr own work,

to make an

(10 It will be feasible/im addition to the quarters in
Fine Hall either by building an addition to Palmer Laboratory
orto ak Fine Hall on the lower side of the hill, or by
taking over the University Inférmary and replacing it by a
new hospital in a more suiltable location. He favors the
last proposal, since the infirmary would lend itself to the
purposes well. He suggests it might be possible to purchase

the 1 and and building now used for t he ixfmx infirmary, or
at least lease them for a long term.

(11) He mentions a problem which he says e have not
had to face this year, but we might have to deal with it at
any moment's notice; serious illness on the part of one or
more workers at the Institute. He sugﬁests this would be a
problem for the administration of the -“nstitute., If the
¥x Institutegd participates in the replacement of the old
infirmary, it should be a simple matter to arrange that members
of the Institute had the right to admission to the new
hospital on similar terms.

|V File, 'Pressewssgaivan”
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PRINCETON UNIVERSITY Relations WOAI
SCHOOL OF HUMANISTIC STUDIES Academic Organization
PANOFSKY, ERWIN Biographical

FLEXNER, A.

MOREY, C. R.

3
Panofsky to Flexner, March 29, 193L.

Thanks for visit to Princeton. They have decided to come to
Princeton in fall, and kemmmxkhexxexk leave the rest to destiny.
Uhance to work with Morey great--I. A. S. a utopia--He was not
promised an offer by Flexner but thereafter vigorously pressed
for one, informi Flexner that he had declined both Chicago and
N T, U, (3/21/2%)

A, 10/18/56, Panofsky (File No. 11)
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April ® June

L4

SCHOOL OF ECONOMICS AND POLITICS Academic Ommnization
GENERAL Pyblic Relations
“FARLE, E. M. Biographical

EARLE, MRS, E. M.
Newspaper clippings.

to
Attached/this memo and filed in Chronological file under
1934, April - June,

Earle papers - Vertical
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NEW SCHOOL INAUGURATED
BY TRUSTEES OF INSTITUTE

| _5 Casi tinued from' Page One)

n.timi‘c adviser to the Executive Coun-
cil.

Dr. Earle is a graduate of Colum-
bia University and has become in
|succession lecturer, assistant profes-
sor, associate professor and profes-
sor of history at that institution and |
Barnard College. He is the author
of a volume on The Bagdad Railway,

which was awarded the George Louis
Beer Prize of 1923 as the best work |
of that year on European diplomacy. !

The final member of the faculty,
Dr. Mitrany, received his education

.|in Roumania whence he proceeded to

Germa:ny, engaging in the export bus-
iness in Hamburg for a brief period.

Subsequently he became a lecturer in

economics at the London School of
E}conomics and Politics, at the same
time writing on foreign affairs for
the Manchester Guardian. In this
country he lectured at Harvard for
two years on politics and government

and on one of his tours he also ap-\\ f
peared as a lecturer here and at Yale. \ |

A\RTICLEIS AT ‘PRINCE’
BUSINESS OFFICE
One watch, initials S.J.T.C.;
one fountain pen and one pair

of glasses. Call at one o’clock.

ﬁ /E\STABI.ISHED 1818 ]I.I

THE WEATHER

Fair; continued cold.

N| .

PRICE FIVE CENTS

TRUSTEES OF SCHOOL
LAUNCH NEW BRANCH

School of Economics and Politics
Formed Within the Institute
for Advanced Study.

THREE PROFESSORS NAMED

Will Make Study of Modern Economic
and Political Phenomena With
Complete Freedom.

By P. T. KimBALL II ’37

Following four years of careful
consideration and conferences with
economists and publicists in this
country and abroad, it has been decid-
ed by the Trustees of the Institute for
Advanced Study to launch the nuec-
leus of a School of Economies and
Politics. The new School will be ad-
ministered along the lines pursued to
date in forming the School of Math-
ematics, the inaugural branch of the

Institute. :

It is expected that the School of
Economics and Politics will cooper-
ate with the. advanced work in eco-
nomics carried on at Princeton in the
same informal way in which the
School of Mathematics has from the
outset cooperated with the advanced
work of (Princeton University in the
field of mathematics. All opportuni-
ties afforded by one institution will
continue to be available to students of
the other, activities opening inform-
ally in the coming fall. ¢

Three Men Appointéd.

| Three men have already been ap-
pointed by the trustees to commence
the establishment of the new School
in the Institute, Dr. Winfield W.
Riefler, Dr, Edward M. Earle and Dr.
David Mitrany. No program has been
laid out as yet nor will any be form-
ed until these three members of the
School have abundant opportunity to
decide upon the methods of procedure
which they themselves prefer. It is
understood that they will undertake
among other things a re-examination
of economic and political theory, and
that they will study the economic and
political phenomena of our own times
with absolute freedom of thought,
opinion and expression. .

All three memebrs of the faculty
of this new school have had broad ex-
perience in the field of economics and
 politics. Dr. Riefler, a graduate of
Amherst in the class of 1921, has
served as foreign trade officer in the
Department of Commerce, Buenos
Aires, and has been connected with
the Division of Research and Sta-

‘| tistics of the Federal Reserve Board
.| for a period of ten years, acting dur-
/|ing the past year as Chairman of the

Central Statistical Board and eco-
(Continued on Page Three)
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©7 YRS BARLE IS SELECTED
MISS FINE'S SCHOOL HEAD,

Dr. Finley Makes Address at Annual
Commencement Exercises Yes- '
terday Morning. i

I
|
}
1

|
|

|  Dr. John H. Finley, associate edl-;‘

|tor of The New York Times and a
' close friend during her lifetime of the t |

'late Headmistress, Miss May Mar—i
’ garet Fine, delivered the address to:
|the graduating class at the Com-

l
\
| mencement exercises held at Miss |
Fine’s School yesterday morning. i

Dr. Finley paid a warm tribute to|
' Miss Fine in his address. He spoke
[of the beauty of her life and of her!
influence on the lives of the girls who |
| were students at the school durmg'
the more than thirty years that she
was its Headmistress. He drew an'
;analogy between her life and that of[
la verh. It was transitive, he said,)
“because it required an object, to which |
she gave her devotion; it was a,lways|
in an active mood and in the vpresenfc\
tense—she lived in the present. 'i
| Dr. Finley urged the young grad—%
uates to consider the hours of life as,
treasure more valuable than gold, to
compute their wealth in the leisure
minutes given them, which, if devoted
to study or some worth-while pur-
suit, would result in a life of splen-
did accomplishment.

The graduating class was the larg-
est in the history of the school. The
following were members of the class:
Jane Crozier Armstrong, Kathryn
Amanda Chatten, Margaret Mary
Deylin, Catherine Mary Drugan,
Elizabeth Field, Wilhelmina Foster,
Elizabeth Janette Funkhouser, Janet
Carson Greenland, Elizabeth Hunt
Gummere, Esther Caroline Howard, |
Augusta M. Katzenbach, Elizafbeth;
Vail Kinports, Isabel Maddock Lewis,
Jane Alleyne Lewis, Martha Jane!
Lutz, Sally Hyde McKeag, Virginia
Ruth McLean, Ethel Dixon Meredith,
Margaret Barr Mpyers, Gertrude
Righter, Mary Winterson Smith, Rita
Grace Smith, Lorna von Morien
Stuart, Elizabeth Hunt Tobin, and
Evelyn Elizabeth Wicoff.

Dr. Charles R. Erdman, President
of the Board of Trustees, presided at
the Commencement exercises and pre-
sented the diplomas to the graduates.
| He announced the appointment of
| Mrs. Edward Mead Earle, of New
I York, as Headmistress. Mrs. Earle,
he stated, was chosen from among
'iforty applicants for the position, and

was unanimously the first choice of
the Trustees.

In opening the exercises Dr. Erd-
man said, in part:

“Tn the name of the Trustees of the
School it is my privilege and honor
to extend, in a single word, a most
lcordlal welcome to all who have come
(Continued on Page Four)

1
|
|
!
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3, 1935

inot be housed in a University build-

.| matics and the science departments of

.Itured at the London School of Eco-

'SECOND UNIT OF INSTITUTE
T0 BE OPENED IN AUTUMN

‘Three Men Are Appointed to Staff
! ow_f New School of Economics
and Politics.

‘ The Institute for Advanced Study,
'iof which Dr. Abraham Flexner is
| director, will open its second division,
a School of Economics and Politics,
next fall. Announcement of the ap-!
| pointment of three men to its fac-
‘ulty was made at the meeting of the
| Board of Trustees held in New York
Eon Monday. i
| They are Dr. Winfield W. Riefler,
| chairman of the Central Statistical!
| Board and economic adviser to the ex-
lecutive council of the Federal Re-
|serve Board; Dr. Edward M. Earle,
| Professor of History at Columbia |
“University; and Dr. David Mi‘tr»any,f
| lecturer on economics at Harvard|

i

| University. i
| Funds for the new School of Eco-
‘nomics and Politics were provided
last winter by an anonymous donor
{who gave $1,000,000 to the Institute
| for work in the social sciences. The
iInstitut’e was originally endowed by
: Louis Bamberger and his sister, Mrs.
| Felix Fund, who contributed $5,000,-
000 in 1930. The School of Mathe-
matics, first unit of the Institute, be-
gan work in the fall of 1933,
Quarters for the School of Mathe-
matics were provided by Princeton
University in Fine Mathematics Hall.
Where the new School of Economics
and Politics will be housed was not
stated in the announcement of its or-
ganization. It is believed that it will

ing, however. Co-operation between
the School and the University social
science departments is expected, as
in the case of the School of Mathe-|:

the University.

who will form the nucleus of the staff
wro will form the nucleus of the staff
of the new School, was at one time
at Princeton University. He hag lec-

nomics and at Yale and was a mem-
ber of the staff of the Manchester| i
Guardian. He is a native of Rou-
mania and a graduate of the Univer-
sity of Jassy and of Berlin.

In 1923, Dr. Earle won the George
Louis Beer Prize for the best work
on European diplomacy with his
“Baghdad Railway.” He is a gradu-
ate of Columbia. Mr. Riefler, Am-
herst and Brookings graduate, is the
author of “Money Rates and Money
Markets in the United States”.
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RUSTEES OF SCHOOL
LAUNCH NEW BRANCH

School of Economics and Politics
Formed Within the Institute
for Advanced Study.

THREE PROFESSORS NAMED

Will Make Study of Modern Economic
and Political Phenomena With
Complete Freedom.

By P. T. KimBALL ITI ’37

Following four years of ecareful
consideration and conferences with
economists and publicists in this
country and abroad, it has been decid-
ed by the Trustees of the Institute for
Advanced Study to launch the nuec-
leus of a School of Economies and
Politics. The new School will be ad-
ministered along the lines pursued to
date in forming the School of Math-
ematics, the inaugural branch of the
- | Institute.

It is expected that the School of
Economics and Politics will cooper-
ate with the advanced work in eco-
nomics carried on at Princeton in the
same informal way in which the
School of Mathematics has from the
outset cooperated with the advanced
work of Princeton University in the
field of mathematics. All opportuni-
ties afforded by one institution will
continue to be available to students of
the other, activities opening inform-
ally in the coming fall.

Three Men Appointed.

| Three men have already been ap-
pointed by the trustees to commence
the establishment of the new School
in the Institute, Dr. Winfield W,
Riefler, Dr. Edward M. Earle and Dr.
- | David Mitrany. No program has been
taid out as yet mor will any be form-
ed until these three members of the
School have abundant opportunity to
decide upon the methods of procedure
which they themselves prefer. It is
- | understood that they will undertake
among other things a re-examination
of economic and political theory, and
that they will study the economic and
political phenomena of our own times
with absolute freedom of thought,
opinion and expression.

All three memebrs of the faculty
of this new school have had broad ex-
- | perience in the field of economics and
politics. Dr. Riefler, a graduate of
Amherst in the class of 1921, has
served as foreign trade officer in the
Department of Commerce, Buenos
Aires, and has been connected with
the Division of Research and Sta-
- | tisties of the Federal Reserve Board
for a period of ten years, acting dur-
[ing the past year as Chairman of the
Central Statistical Board and eco-
nomic adviser to the Executive Coun-|
cil.

Dr. Earle is a graduate of Colum-
bia Unlver51ty and has become in
succession lecturer, assistant profes-\
__sor, associate professor and profes-l
g sor of history at that institution andi
y| Barnard College. He is the author|
+| of a volume on The Bagdad Railway, |
-| which was awarded the George Louis |
;| Beer Prize of 1923 as the best work|
_| of that year on European diplomacy.!
|3 The final member of the faculty,'
{Dr. Mitrany, received his education
in Roumania whence he proceeded to
Germany, engaging in the export bus- ||
*“iness in Hamburg for a brief period.
Subsequently he became a lecturer in '
_economics at the London School of
Economics and Polities, at the same °
rtime writing: on foreign affairs for

' the Manchester Guardian. In this
'country he lectured at Harvard for
‘two years on politics and government
and on one of his tours he also ap-
| peared as a lecturer here and at Yale.
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POLICIES Administration

SALARTES ; Academic Personnel
FLEXNER, SIMON : Biographical

Simon to Ben Flexner regafding Frankfurter's and Flexner's
dispute and with parksmkt particular reference to salaries at
Rockefeller Institutt for Medical Research.

NIt 1s il;%ﬂthat the Rockefeller Institute for Medical
Research has no single scale of salaries, but it does have a
fixed scale. They are merely 'classes," which Felix seems also
to approve. Indeed I do not see how one could manage except
with some such recognized discriminations.,™

Frankfurter Papers
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FLEXNER, SIMON Biographical
FLEXNER, BEN -

FRANKFURTER, F.

Simon on Felix, Abe and academicians. (Sege Frankfurter to Flexner
2/21/3l4 Vertical File, Frankfurter-2.

Frankfurter-II, Vertical File
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EARLE, EDWARD MEADE Bigg raphical
FIEXNER, A.
SABIN, FLORENCE R.

Flexner to Sabin, April 2, 193L.

Flexner asks Sabin to write Dr., Webb, Earle's physiclan in
Colorado, to ask whether Earle's ppesent condition and the
outlook are such as would be justified "from the standpoint of
the Institute™in taking any such stepe. "Search as I may, 1
have not been.able to find anyone who seems to me to possess
Earle's intelligence, vigor of expression, etc.

D, Sabin, Florence, Ro



Beatrice Stern research files, Chronological Files, Box 1, 1934
From the Shelby Wl@j“ Leon Levy Archives Center, Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, NJ, USA W”(u/ 5

BENEFITS Academic Personnel

Mr. Maass to Dr. Flexner:

"In re Weyl insurance
"Dear Dr. Flexner:- .

"As you are aware, at the last meeting of the Executive Committe, Mr. Leidesdorf
and I were appointed a Committee to examine into the above problem and recommend the most
efficient and cheapest manner in which The finstitute could protect itself in view of the
untoward circumstances which had arisen in ‘connection with the problem.

wT sensed that the safest way to meet the situation would be for the Institute to
invest a sum of money on which it would receive a return approximately equivalent to the
ineome which it derives from its investments and at the same time be assured the return
therefrom of an ultimate fund which would meet the requirements wiiith respect to the
annuity payable to Mrs., Weyl in the event of Professor Weyl's death. This required that
Mrs. Weyl be made the subject of the insur#%e } instead of Professor Weyl.

"I took up the matter with Mr. Harris and gave him my suggestions and he has worked
out his plans which Mr. Leidesdorf in turn submitted to Mr. Lee J. Wolfe, who acts as an
actuary for the large companies. Mr. Wolfe approved the idea in principle as being the
soundest method to be applied. He called attention to another phase of the insurance
situation, which Mr. Harris has embodied in the plans herewith submitted.

"Personally, I am frankly of the opinion that we should adopt one or the other of
the enclosed plans, the merits of which I will point out to you herein.

"Plan 1 represents a deposit by the Institute of $70,000.00 with which to buy an
annuifty with refund, and the deposit of $79,875.00 as a single premium on the purchase
of $150,000.00, ordinary life policy on the life of Mrs. Weyl - - the combined deposit
aggregating $149,875.00. As you will observe, # the combined income from the annuity
and from the insurance dividends would be approximately $5300.00 per annum, or, 3.6 [per
cent/ on the amount of the combined investment. T state this average, notwithstanding
the fact that the first year's return would be #8743.10, which is above the average, due
to the fact that being a single premium life insurance policy, the first year's return
would be out of the ordinary. Under this plan the Institute, as per the schedule, would
receive the benefits from the combined policy and annuity, which, in the event of early
death, would substantially exceed the amount of the deposit, and in the event that Mrs.
Weyl survive the annulty period of twenty years, would always remain $150,000, constituting
the return of the investment. So that from it you will observe we are gathering in
approximately the usual return on such investments as the Institute is in the habit of
making with its funds throughout the period, and in the event of Mrs. Weyl's death at any
time during the period we would have refunded to the Institute an excess above the original
investment, and in the event of her death after the amnnuity period, the original investmen!

would be returned.

"There is always the possibility that if the claims mature by virtue of death, the
Tnstitute would be permitted to leave the fund with the Insurance Company and receive a

guaranteed return at three per cent., or the prevailing rate, which is now four and one-
quarter per cent., I am inelined to think this is a feature of which the Trustees would

not desire to avail, but it is at hand if it should prove attractive to them.
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"Plan l-a represents the same amount of deposits for annuity and insurance as in
Plan 1, but the annuity is written in one company and the insurance in another, in order
to show a larger annual return., However, there is a decrease in the death benefit during
the annuity period, as the schedule shows, but the minimum return is $150,000.

"As against these plans is Plan 2, which involves the deposit of $126,772.50 as
payment for a five year $150,000 endowment policy (single premium). Under this plan if
Mrs. Weyl dies at any time during the five year period, the I,stitute would receive
#150,000, and at the end of the endowment period, if she be still living, the Institute
would receive a like sum., By investing the $23,300 difference between this amount and
the $150,000 in the first plan, the Institute would have an inwome, over a period of five
years, of approximately $5,000, so that at the end of the fifth year it would have accumu-
lated & total of about $28,000, which, added to the $150,000, would leave the Institute
with $178,000 at the end of the fifth year. This plan is in the Sun Life Insurance Company
which I am doubtful will meet with the approval of the directors, so that I personally
peefer the first two plans. The first plan involves the New England fMutual Life Insurance
Company and Plan l-a involves the New England Mutual Life Insurance Company and the
Connecticut Mutual Life Insurance Company.

"I recommend, therefore, that this be taken up at an early meeting of the Fﬁﬁghce
Committee, so that Mr. Bamberger and Mr. Hardin may pass upon it."

Source: IAS Trustees - Maass, Herbert H.
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SCHROEDINGER Biographical

Schroedinger spending a month at Princéton University.
Formerly professor of theoretical physics at University of
Berlin. Resigned in protest. Now supernumerary at Oxford.
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Science, Bulletin of the American Mathematical Society, Vol. 79,
April 6, 1934
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V193l L/6
DIRECTCR Administration
VEBLEN, MRS. O. Biographical

Mrs. Veblen (Elizabeth M.D.) to Flexner:

Mrs. Veblen thinks their "dishwashing lady" should be covered by insurance because
according to N. J. Law, IAS is responsible in case of accident for any of its employees.
Help on campus (Princeton) are covered by group insurance--she is not in their employment,
but paid for by the Institute.

File IV-19
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BY-LAWS (GENERAL) Corporda ion
FOUNDERS
FIEXYER, A. Biographical

HARDIN, JOHN R.

Flexner to Hardin, April 9, 193L.

At the last meeting of the Board, b oth the President
and the Vice-President were unavoidably absenty,
Mr. Bamberger suggested that the By-Laws be so amended as
to permit the election of two Vice-Presildents, thereby
meking as certain as possible that a regular officer would
be in attendance to preside at the meetings of the Board.
A change in the By-Laws to this effect will be submitted
at the forthcoming annual meeting.

A further change in the By-Laws will be suggested, that
in place of the Committee on Site, which is not a standin
committee, a standing Committee on Buildings and Grounds be

appointed, consisting of 3 members with the usual ex-officio members.
Ih&é" Jﬁﬁ Dorréspondence Prom January, 193l to December, I936
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SHEAR, T. LESLIE Biographial

Princeton University archeologist directing excavations
in Agora.

Avé 2

III-24
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SCHOOL OF HUMANISTIC STUDIES
ARCHEOLOGY

HISTORY OF ART

MORE¥, C. R

PRINCETON

C. R, Morey, April 9, 193L, to Flexner,

L/9

Academic Organization

Academic Activities

Biographical
Relations WOAI

A long letter extending into April 10, and enclosing the
mémeographed statement, "The Future of the DEpartment of Art
and Archeology! Princeton Upiversity, issued by the department
in 1932, His letter also gives a statement of research projects
at present under way in the department, and also three drawings
showing the proposed amemdmsmk remodelling of McCormick Hall

to provide further research facilities,

IIT=2)
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SALARIES : Academic Personnel
STIPENDS
FLEXNER, ABRAHAM Biographical

MAASS, HERBERT

Flexner to Maass: ‘
43"'

| 1] °
Dear Mr. Maass: A

"The question has beendraised as to whether, in disposing of grants-in-aid, the
Institute can, in view of the wide-spread destitution and take into consideration
not only scientific and educational factorﬁ“mga;? other hardships under
which applicants may be laboring in consequence of no fault of their own, but rather of
conditions which now prevail in Germany, Austria, and other countries. Before taking any
action I should like a legal opinion from you, as our mmmm counsel, as to the right of
the Trustees or of the members] of the“Selcol of Mathematics to admit such factors in
deciding on the use of the funds at their disposal."

4-:,‘0*».1# W\\s N\AA, ‘O,u_\ (/8 LKM,L»L N\'Al U!:Jokqm van r-M,-LF Il M.‘W\JUKU‘
O 1) el Al ot & W sbion, milins | LYY RWER VU AN

Source: TIAS Trustees - Maass, Herbert H. Miases’ Kosim. TVbe
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BENEFITS Academic Personnel
WEYL, MRS. HERMANN Biographical

MAASS, HERBERT H.

Maass to Hardin, April 11 and April 2}, 1934,
Two letters analyzing plans for the securing of

benefits to Weyl and Mrs. Weyl pursuant to contract and
giving the figures.

JRH Correspondence from Janusry, 193l o December, 1936
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1935 3/19
PRINCETON UNIVERSITY Relations WOAI
SCHOOL OF MABHEMATICS Academic Organization
BUILDINGS AND G ROUNDS Facilities
VEBLEN, O. Biographical
FLEXNER, A.

Originals Veblen to Flexzmer on School of Mathematics and
Fine Hall. Very important. Independence of I. A, S. stressed.
Did he believe that scholarship of I. A. S. adversely influenced
by graduate school atmosphere?

Also Veblen's recommendation for building first common
building like Kxmmmkam Atheneum at Pasadena with schools on
campus near University. Buildings appropriate.

Letters filed in Vertical File under "V for Veblen.

F. A., 1/8/5%
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BUILDINGS AND GROUNDS Facilities
VEBLEN, OSWAID Biographical
FLEXNER, A. -

Flexner to Veblen (Fine Hall, Princeton):

"Thank you for your wise, thoughtful, and very clear letter of April 12th.* I
have read it only once, but I can see that it will give the Committee on Buildings and
Grounds something very substantial to meditate upon. I have the feeling that what might
have looked like dilatory procedure has really allowed our minds to work subconsciously
on what will become in the course of time a question of overwhelming importance. I shall
bring this letter to the attention of the Cormittee at the earliest possible opportunity.”

Mot in file.

File IV-19
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FLEXNER, A. Biogrephical
LOWE, E. A.

See Note file for Note regarding the following: Flexner was
 possibly led almost foreibly by Lowe to appoint him in 1936; Lowe severed
his connection with Oxford and jeopardized Carnegie Institution's faver in

so doing. (See digest his letter of L/23/34 filed in School of Humanistic
Studies).

Flexner had no thought then that Lowe woudd attract young workers.

-

N

File: IAS, E, A. Lowe, 1933-43
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GIFTS Finance

FOUNDERS Corporation

Signed memor andum from Louis Bgmberger to the
Trustees, April 23, 1934.

"Some months ago the Founders of the Institutéd added a
| sum of approximately half a million dollars tothe funds of the
' Institute. At my request, no mention was made of this facte.
I desire to inform the Trustees that an additional sum has
been added so as to bring this gift up to §1,000,000. The
gift is made in view of two considerations: (1) that the
Institute may perhaps shortly wish to acquire a site; (2)
that the Director may feel more free to proceed with the
organization of the School of Economics and Politics. While
the same freedom will of course be left to the members of the
Sehool of Economics and Politics as has been left to the members
of the School of Mathematics, I desire to put on record my hope
that the activities of the School of Economics and Politics may
contribute not only to a knowledge of these subjects but

ﬁlti?agely to the cause of social justice which we have deeply at
eart.

D, Bamberger, Louis, XS& 1930-1936
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SCHOOL OF HUMANISTIC STUDIES Academic Organization
1OWEy E.A. Biographical

FIEXNER, ABRHAMI

CARNEGIE INSTITUTE Foundations

E.A.Lowe (Oxford) to Dr. Flexner:

Dr. Lowe says he has written to the Carnegie Institution to see if they would have
any objection to his accepting a post in America similar to the one which he holds in
England, His work if Enropean libraries is not finished byt his health suffers and he
mist leave Europe. "It took a good deal of diplomacy to win Dr. M /Merriam/ over to
give me leave to assume the editorship of CLA."™

While in Paris during the Easter vacation I saw E.K.Rand, with whom, as you know,
T am on intimate terms. We had a confidential talk about my plans for the future and we
dismissed Harvard, first because Rand himself teaches palaeography there, and secondly
for financial reasons, Harvard having just offered K8hler a twelve-thousand dollar
professorship and an extra two thousand for déménagement (but for lack of funds Harvard
would take Kohler's brother, the Gestaltpsycholog as well). The other possibility which
occurred to you - Princeton - also occurred at once to Rand, who said that there had
always been a friendly rivalry between the two universities as well as close cooperation,

and now that Harvard had made such an acquigition in K8hler, Princeton might be moved

to strengthen its medieval and art departments by calling ™a man of European standing®

(I am quoting Rand). He had the feeling that if Princeton wanted me they would give me
nothing less than a full professorship and would consider it infr® dig. to share me with
Carnegie Institution. Be all this as it may, the way is now open for you to use any kind
offices you may find it in your heart to employ in my poor behalf - and you know I shall
be everlastingly grateful. I ought to add that the ideal conditions for me are those
under which I should have the minimum of teaching and no administrative duties, with the
greatest possible opportunity for research. I'm not asking much!!!*

File: IAS - E.A.Lowe - 1933-43
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L/23
41-59—3& wvo 21, ¢ S peademi. '9°-’(7"'I'J‘I'cJ
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dﬁ?Zﬁuvﬁh?z' Ll . ﬁﬁenganéreﬁj
SCHOCLCF ECONOMICS AND POLITICS Academic Urganization

SCHOCL OF HUMANISTIC STUDIES
EARLE, EDWARD MEAD Biographical
Dr. Flexner rpported in part:

"I was authorized at the last meeting to present a nomination in the field of
ecomomics and politics. I have sought counsel on this matter in every possib}e direction,
both in this country and abroad. It is extremely difficult to find in the field of.econom—
ics persons of first-rate ability who have not already so far committed themselvesvln
respect to contentious problems that they can hardly be expected to pursue the subject
further in an unbiased, scientific spirit. Moreover, economists as a whole have, as a
distinguished Oxford scholar has pointed out to me recently in a letter, operated over too
wide a field. 'Our own economics school', he writes, 'is suffering from the disease of
trying to do too much. Our young men all want to be specialists in enormous qugstions of
general interest - currency problems, gold standard, etc., on which they can write letters
to the Times anddebate over the misstep; meanwhile the smaller questions go uninvestigated.
The same thing is true of political science. I notice it in our own college, the econo-
mists always trying, as it were, to swim the Atlantic.' Wriluao/ '

\ "The ablest person whom I have been able to find is Professor Edward Mead Earle

of Barnard College, who has not only demonstrated great ability in the historical field
but who has written a really notable book on the Bagdad Railway, in which he deals with
the political and economic aspects of that enterprise. Professor Earle is now recovering
from an attack of tuberculosis. I shall make no recommendation to the Board regarding
him at this time, but I am hoping that Dr. Sabin will see him and his physicians during
the coming summer and be able to report whether or not he has completely recovered his
health. Even if this is the case, it would be discreet, in the interest of the Institute,
to give him an appointment for only one or two years. I may call attention to the fact
that some of the most eminent persons at the Rockefeller Institute have a similar history.
Dr. Sabin, who is a distinguished authority in this field, can advise us as to how we can
proceed without danger of incurring any liability on this score. In my correspondence
with Professor Earle andothers I have been more and more convinced of the soundness of the
adviceé which I received from Mr. Stewart, namely, to discover someone of great ability in
the field of history who would switch to the economic field, which he would enter with the
proper background and perspective and with an absolutely unbiased mind.

"I may say further that I have been asking myself, 'What next?' The School of
Mathematics and Mathematical Physics represents an incursion into the field of science.
The School of Economics and Politics represents an incursion into the field of the social
sciences. That leaves the third great unoccupied territory of infinite cultural importance
namely, the humanities, in which I should include art, archaeology, and music. I am in-
clined to think that, whenever the means are forthcoming, I should like, before I lay down
my directorship, to start with a nucleus in thet field."

Vols I, No. 19, Minutes, pp 5-6.
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FOUNDERS
GIFTS
MAASS, H. H.
FLEXNER, A.

/23 g

Corporation
Finance

Biographical

Minutes of members misquotes a letter of founders on
Bl million "an unrestricted" gift as read by Maass.

L. Bamberger said f or two purposes:

(1) a site

"L‘,\b s B ﬁ'\/‘v‘t\ wWANAE

(2) as stated by Maass--for economics and politics.
(Hardly likely that Maass would have misread it--Flexner & minutes).

D, L. Bamberger (Original of letter) & Minutes of Corporation 4/23/3h
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GENERAL Gifts and Endowments

Minutes, p. 3: (Excerpt from Chairman's report):

"In conclusion, I have the greatest pleasure in announcing the receipt of an
unrestricted anonymous gift of $1,000,000. From the letter of the anonymous donor I
quote as follows:

"1This gift is made in order that the Director may feel free to proceed with the
organization of the School of Economics and Politics. While the same freedom will of
course be left to the members of the School of Economics and Politics as has been left
to the members of the School of Mathematics, I desire to put on record my hope that the
activities of the School of Economics and Politics may contribute not only to a knowledge
of these subjects but ultimately to the cause of social justice which we have deeply at

heart.'!
"By unanimous consé% the Members expressed their grateful appreciation of this
gift."
Sew lukt, Lb.AF qw bogon thon  MWES 1 Whadte b Seqs TR

] 3 NV RO W Y e - , RS A~ D, =32
Vol. I, No 18 | g \
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TRUSTEES Corporation

Oswald Veblen elected member of Corporation and Trustee for 5 years., Mise Sabin and
Dr. Aydelotte re-elected for 5 years.

Vol., 1, No. 18, P. 1 Minutes of meeting of Members of Corporation = L/23/3h
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GENERAL Corporation

By~laws amended to provide for another Vice President (Vice Chairman included) and
a fourth standing committee (on Buildings and Grounds).

Vol. 1, No. 18, P. 3 Minutes of the Meeting of the Members of the Corporation - L/23/3h
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BUDGET Finance
"The budget for the year 1934-1935 was approved as follows:

Budget of Estimated Expenses
for: the Year ending June 30, 1935

Adrninistration ® 0000 OLPOOOOIPEPOOOBEOOCOOOORLOEOOSIOEOOOOLOLOEOOIEOGOOOEOIEODOLEOD $33’350

Salaries

Director $20,000

Assistant Secretary 5,000

Stenographer 2,000 $27,000
Custodian charges 2,750
Investment advisory service 3,600

School of Mathematics seceesscscccoccccccccssccsscccnncccassass 121,800
Salaries
Professors (Alexander,
Einstein, Vebhlen,

von Neumann, Weyl) 65,000
Visiting Professor

(Dirac) 10,000
Associate k4,000
Four Assistants 7,500
Stenographer 2,100 88,600
Grants-in-aid

Mathematics 20,000

Mathematical physics 10,000

Occasional lectures 1,000 31,000
Publication of Annals of Mathematics 2,000
Subscription to American Mathematical

Society 200

School of Economics and Politics eeesescsccccccsccecocenceccees 6,000
Salary of Professor 6,000

Teachers Insurance and Annuity Association of America eeeeese.. 3,550

Rent .I.O........'.‘...OQ.......l.'..‘.Q......I.......O.l...... 7,260
20 Nassau Street 1,260
Use of part of Fine Hall 6,000
Bquipment, supplies, books,; @BC. cssssssossssnsscsssnosssncsess 500
Travel, communication, printing, entertainment, etc. 5,000

$177,L60"

Vol. I, No. 19, Minutes, p 8.
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GENERAL Academic Procedures
Minutes, p 9:

"The Director reported that Moscow University had cabled requesting the Institute
to send a delegate to a conference regarding mathematical problems to be held in Moscow
in May, all expenses on Soviet territory to be paid by the Soviet Goernment. He stated
that, subject to the approval of the Princeton University authorities, he would delegate
Professor S. Lefschetz of Princeton University, as he speaks the Russian language and is in
close touch with the School of Mathematics of the Institute. The suggestion was approved."

Vol I, No. 19,
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LECTURES Academic Procedures
PRINCETON UNIVERSITY Relations WCAI
WEYL, HERMANN Biographical

Dre Flexner reported in part:

Meses The two additional persons who have come within the sphere of the Institute's
activities since that time have unconsciously and immediately fallen in with the happiness
and attitude previcusly characteristic of the group. These are Professor Weyl, who had
Joined the staff of the Institute itseif shortly before cur last meeting, and Professor
Schroedinger, whe came from Oxford to spend four or five weeks on the invitation of
Princeton University. Professor Weyl ammounced a course of lectures on an advanced topic »
which had hitherto not been presented in Princeton, His lectures began at 9:30 Tuesday,
Thursday, and Friday of each week. He has told me with great surprise that his auditors
inelude all the professors and associate professors of both the Institute and the Universi-
ty groups, thus indicating an attitude towards learning on the part of theprofessors widich
is far from usval. In addition, he bas had in his audience all the workers of the ‘nstitute

roup and many advanced students frem Princeton University, making a total of some fift;
%r :iny hearers. I asked him how many hearers he had had’:ln the hey-day of his activities

at G8ttingen. He replied, 'Never more then thirty or thirty-five.' The number and the
ability of the students of mathematics and the attitude of the facultieakf the two insti-
tutioneg may be gathered from this one ineident.

"Professor Schroedinger, a Nobel Frize winner in 1933, was Professor of Theoretical
Foysies in the Univerasity of Berlin when Hitler came into power. Though both he and his
wife are of Christian or of so-called 'Aryan' lineage, he gave up his professorship at
once as & protest against Hitler's anti-Semitic and anti-liberal sctivities. Thereupon he
was promptly offered a professorship st the Universiiy of Oxford, which he acceptede He
had, however, previcusly sgreed to come teo Princeton University for a visit this year.
His opinion of the aituation in Princeten in mathematical physics, as sxpressed to we in
private conversation receantly, coineldes with {hst whick I have received fiom other scurces.
wWhile he is technically a movber of the Prineeton University faculty s he has had quite as
much contact with ocur own faculty and workers as with the Princeton facully and advanced
studente. Frofesscr Binsteln and all the other members of cur staff sttended his reguiar
seminarse One morming I had t¢ see Frofesser Linstein on an urgent watters I was one
of the few bright, warm mornings which we had hed up to that time. I kuceked at Professor
Linstein's door and heard his genisl, 'Herein - come in.'! When I entered, I found Prow-
fessor Finstein and Frofessor Schroedinger in their shirt-sleeves at the black~board,
engaged in an enimated discussion, which, of course, I was totally unable to conpreneids
This is a general illustration of the kind of co~operstion which is taking place in Vine
Falle Though the time during which we have been in cperation is brief s there has not been

a riprle to disturb the smeoth surface of intellectual and spiritusl co-cperation and
activity."

Vole I, No. 19, Minuvtes L4/23/3k, pp 2~3
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EARLE, EDWARD MEAD Biographical
CFFICERS The Corporation
COMMITTEES

Minutes, pe Tt
"After discussion, on motion, it was

"RESOLVED, That Dr. Sabin be and hereby is authorized while in Colorado Springs
in the summer of 193l to see Professor Edward Mead Earle and his physicians and to report
the results of her conference and observations to the Director. It is authorized in the
event that the results are favorable to offer Professor Earle a position on half pay with
leave of absence for a period not to exceed two years at a salary of Five thousand Dollars
($5,000.00) a year during his leave, beginning September 1, 193L."

Vol. I, No. 19
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REPORT Finance
Minutes, p. 1l:

"The Treasurer reported that the endowment funds of the Institute at market value,
including the new gift, amounted to spproximately $6,000,000 and that the expenditures
had approximated the budget, adopted for 1933-193L. He stated that for the year ending
June 30, 1935, expenses were estimated as totalling $177,4L60, the details of which would
appear in the budget.

"On motion, the report of the Treasurer was accepted."

Vol. I, No. 19
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REPCRT Finance
Dr. Flexner reported in part: Vaﬁjymghvc N VO T7Y ST N Ry

"During the year past we were of course, in a financial sense, treading upon un-
familiar ground. The total appropriations made by the Board for the year approximate the
budget closely. In only one item have the expenditures exceeded our estimate, namely,
the miscellaneous item entitled, 'Travel, communication, printing, entertainment, etc.'
This is partly due to the unusual expense involved in bringing Professor Einstein and his
wife to this country and partly to the fact that the Institute has been so cordially re-
ceived in Princeton during its first year that a somewhat lgarger expenditure in the matter
of entertainment was necessary than is likely to be the case hereafter, but in any event
the amount is small. For next year when all expenses will cover an entire year, including
the salary of a visiting professor and the grants-in-aid in the field of mathematical
physics, the estimated budget for administration is $33,350 and that of the School of
Mathematics $121,800. It may be fairly said that the expense of administration is unduly
h1gh for a single school, but it must be remembered that we can operate a half dozen
| schools with little or no increase of administrative expense, since the Director, the
\ASSlStant Secretary, a stenographer, and rent would remain practically the same even if
the number of schools increased considerably." \‘W

Vol. I, No. 19, Minutes, p L
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BUDGET Finance

GRANTS-IN-ATD

SCHOOL OF MATHEMATICS Academic Organization
Flexner to Veblen (Fine Hall, Princeton): Excerpt

"I found that the Treasurer had worked out the budget in accordance with the recom-
mendations which the members of the School of Mathematics submitted to me through Pro-
fessor Einstein and Professor von Neumann, namely, $20,000 for grants-in-aid in mathe-
matics, and $10,000 for grants-in-aid in mathematical physics. 1 thought it would make
a bad impression if at the meeting I explained that the members of the staff had changed
their minds; so in distributing the grants for next year I think it would be wise to make
a distinction between mathematics and mathematical physics in so far as you can. You can
doubtless use some of the $10,000 for persons who go to Einstein or von Neumann. This is
better than to ask the Board to adopt the second thoughts of the staff."

File IvV-19
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BENEFITS Academic Personnel
WEYL, HERMANN Biographical
Maass to Flexner:

Mr. Maass writes that since the insurance policy upon the life of Mrs. Weyl is
about perfected, a new contract with Professor Weyl should be made. He suggests:

"In the mimutes of the Executive Committee of September 6th, 1933, there appears
the basis of Professor Weyl's employment, which provides for asalary of $15,000 a year,
of which he is to contribute five per cent. to the Teachers Insurance and Anmuity Associa-
tion of America, the Institute contributing an equal sum monthly; that unless his term of
appointment is prolonged by mutual consent, he retire at sixty-five years of age on the
allowance of $8,000.00 per annum, part of which will be paid by the Teachers Insurance and
Annuity Association and the rest to be made up by the Institute; that he be granted an
allowance of $1,500.00 a year to enable him to purchase such insurance aw he may choose.

\ "This will now have to be amended to provide (M‘b he is to receive his salary of
/ $15,000 per year and an allowance of $8,000 on retirement, and an annuity of $5,000 per
annmum to Mrs. Weyl in the event of his death prior to sixty-five; and he is to relieve the

Institute of the obligation to pay $1,500.00f a year towards insurance."
Source: IAS Trustees - Maass, Herbe;ft H.
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ECONCMICS Academic Activities
MORAWETZ, VICTCR (S Prowd Sv Ay, Biographical
FLEXNER, A.

Flexner to Morawetz (New York): Excerpt w4l

"Now, as you may have noticed in the paper, I am getting ready to make a move in
the field of economicse. We have received an anonymous gift of a million deollars, which
Nwill be helpful but is inadequate. I should like very much to talk with you on the sgb-
“yect and to interest you, if possible, in it, for in this topsy-turvy world of economic
and political experimentation it seems to me of prime importance that t@ere should be a
group of really able men who can approach economic and political phenomena with fresh

minds, trying to understand them and to enlighten the public."

Flexner to Morawetz (New York): Excerpt S\

", ... Teason I feel so strongly that we have got to begin at the top in order to train

persons who will go into the colleges and secondary schools fully equipped to present one
of the most intricate subjects in the world.

"I can give you an illustration: As you doubtless know, the science of mathematics

has undergone a great revolution in the last ten years. The result is that the teaching
of mathematics in secondary schools is largely antiquated. Now, our problem is to train
men as we are training them here and place them in secondary-school positions where their
Xinfluence will be felt at the crucial period of intellectual development. Last Wednesday
ione of the associate superintendents of education of NedYork City visited Princeton with
/a half dozen of his best associates. They spent a whole day here and their eyes were
opened to the fact which I have just stated above. The result is going to be that these
mathematicians with modern training will go into key positions in the secondary schools,
and in ten or fifteen years will revolutionize the teaching of high-school mathematics
Just as the high-school teaching of science has been revolutionized in the same mannere

We will need ultimately sound text books, but sound text books in the hands of unqualified
teachers will accomplish little."

3
V. Morawitz to A. Flexner (Fenwlck Hall, Johns Island, South Carolina),
May 10, 193L. Excerpts:
"The proper teaching of elementary economics in the secondary

schools and colleges is urgently needed and to attain this the first
step must be to train competent teachers.

"How to attain this end is the problem. You cannot produce the
kind of teachers you want by teaching them theoretical e conomics in the
established or conventional manner. Nor can you produce them by research

Fipbor§peeific economic problems. My view is that the way to proceed is
. to find two or three economists of exceptional ability and independence
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of mind to collaborate in mapping out a way of teaching the subject
realisticallye.

"The problem is not to discover new economic facts or to develop
new theories based on assumed facts, but the problem 1s to devise the
most effective way of teaching economic fundamental truths and theilr
application to the realities of life. I think, therefore, that the
first step should be the preparation of an elementary text book in which
the subject is approached in a realistic manner. Such a text book would
be of great immediate value to teachers and students and, incidentally,
would bring glory to the Institute."

Morawetz to Flexner: Excerpt 5/10

"The proper teaching of elementary economics in the secondary
schools and colleges is urgently needed and to attain this the first
step must be to train competent teachers.
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MARSCHAK, JACOB Blography
SCHUMPETER, JOSEPH A.

SCOUOKICS hcademic Activities
Schuspeter (Casbridge, Hass.) to Flewner &/29/3%

- ™It has besn suggested to we (Mot by himself) that I should recommend Lo you,
for possible considevation in £illing your chalr in economics, Dr. Jacob Marschai,

Parete type is no doubl the soleubdlig program of econcmics in the near future. IThe
signs of the time point umsistakably towardssthis goal of cemstructing a building which
way some day bear comparison to that of physics. As yet, there are very fow competent
men in the field, as most economists - even those who can at all be called scientists,
and are wore than popular or philosophic writers on the questions of the day ~ lack either
the -wmm@mmwm. How Frisch is comfortsble at Oslo, and
Leontief in Harvard (I hope so aX least), and after them Marschek certainly stands in the
first line, His book (on elasticity off demand) and his papers (especially oo the detere
aination of the constants of the monetary system) have earued for him an internatienal

|

name in bie field. He is young (abeut 30 or 32), and in full vigor, with & bright
prospect of achievemsnt before him, If you consider young men at all, you will
probably not bs able to do better,

“findly excuss my Antruding like this inte your coundeels, and bLeliove BUye..”

File 1liel7
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FOUNDERS ' Corporation

TRUSTEES

Mrse. Bailey to John R, Hardin, April 30, 1934.

Asks him if he approves the insertion of the
following in the minutes of the meeting held April 23, 1934:

"The Chairman reported that the Trustees
personally were having t wo gold medals made for the
Founders of the Institute, Mr. Louis Bgmberger and
Mrs. Felix Fuld, as a token of their esteema nd
gratitude. Mr. Bamberger and Mrs. Fuld expressed
their deep appreciation of theentlon which the
Trustees had individually taken."

Mrs. Bailey says Flexner has already written to Paris
asking that the Mint strike the gold medals.

Hardin agrees May 2, 193l The minute would be of
his torieal and appropriate dmportance, says Hardine.

FRE-—Correspondie fr—to-December, —1936
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medals
The Trustees pakd for these/themselves. Because two
Erustees not present and voting at the meeting of April 23,
193, contributed their respective shares, each person
who originally p aid gets a refund of §15,72 which he
sends to Hardin. (Maass to Hardin, November 8, 193L4)

JRH Correspondence from January, 193} to December, 1936

p-22
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EARLE, E. M. Biographical
FLEXNER, A.

A
Flexner apparently secured Mrs. Earle her position at the
Fine School. See letter Earle to flexner, May 3, 193k

Flexner to Earle, May 28, 193L.

Flexner apparently sat in on Bea's examination by the
Committee or by Mrs. Forsyth. He characterizes Bea as a triumph,
"restrained, wise, modest, and yet showing a quick comprehension
of the kind of problem she would have to deal with."

w | 4 pv»«’;W( Moy ey Sel E«f “’\\mﬂ"&« (QJY*«A-AJ (g

D File, Earle, Edward M., 1931-35
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SCHOOL OF MATHEMATICS Academic Organizaticn

Q

MORSE, MARSTON ' Biographical

VEBIEN, OSWALD

Veblen to Morse, May5, 193lL.

Refers to a conversgtion initiated about a year and a half before.
The conversation was evidently renewed by Morse in a letter from Oxford
reckéived by Veblen, He has shown this letter to Flexner, and Flexner
pleased 'suggests that Morse and Veblen get together in the near future/
to diseuss the mattee., Flexner must have authority from the Executive
Committee or the Trustees of the Institute, but in addition, "He would
not wish you to break off your Harvard connection abruptly in.any way
that might embarrass Harvard's arrangements for next year--a position
which I am sure you would yourself endorse. (My own experience, however,
|is that when such a change is in prospect, it is best to make it without
* |delay.)"

flexner wants to talk it out in personal conference. Alsg he would
"not like to have you go through a period of pulling and hauling.

ol y Bd tpgd At ﬂé b 1) undy. Sha - Wil inCrkisdd

Morse to Gpraustein, October 19, 1934.

As the CHef of the Division of Mathematics at Harvard, saying
that he has received an offer from the Institute and wishes to take it.

Morse to Ee&ner, October 2l, 1934,

Harvard has responded with an offer of a generous increase in
salary and a decrease in teaching hours, and Birkhoff has also asked
Morse if he wants anything else, and has promised to go to President Conant
and try to obtain any additional commitments that Morse might desire.
Morse has replied that, "if my choice should ultimately be Harvard, I would
not wish any more concessions, that I would not regard it as fair to
the remaining m embers of the Division, and that in any case I would not
be content unless I remained a homogeneous-part-of-the group of menwith
whom I was associated. It was my task, then, to decide between the
working conditions in the two institutions as they would exist for me.

"Before I make the final decision I would appreciate a written
tatement from you confirming our conversation as to salar the provisio
?or a retiring allowance, ang the retiring age. With.suchyé lebtgr a% i

my disposal I can come to a speedy and, I hope, proper conclusion.
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Flexner to Morse, October 30, 193L.

He confirms the appointment; has told the School of Mathematics
Faculty members confidentially that Morse is coming, and has promised to
make no announcement at the Institute until emthorized by Morse to do sO0.

D File, Morse, Marston, 1933-1945
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SCHOOL OF ECONOMICS AND POLITICS Academic Organization
WOODWARD, E. L. Biographical

MARSCHAK

FRANKFUR TER

FLEXNER

Woodward to Flexner who has asked about statistical
approach to economies. Will talk it over with Frankfurter,
Woodward discounted quantitative approach but thought Marschak goode

geedtxxhamdy

D, WOOdW&'L"d, E. Lo
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7 5/22

LEFSCHETZ, SOLOMON Biogrghical
Flerxner to Bullitt (Amer. Ambassador to Moscow)
"Dear Ambagsador Bullitts

"The Soviet Govermnment has called a mathematical congress in HMoscow and has
been kind enough to ask the Institute for Advanced Study to send a delegate thesreto.
We are sending the bearer of this note, Professor Solomon Lefsechets, whooholds the
professorship of mathematics at Princeton University. I shall be grateful tc you and
your asscciates for any courtesy and aid that you may exbend to Professor Lefschets in
case he should appeal to you."

File III-13
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EARIE, E. M., Biographical

B. Earle gppointed to Miss Fine's School in June, 193l4.
Before that: graduated from Barnard 1917, Master's at
Columbia University, 1918. Organized and supervised a two-
year academic course Miss Gibb's school in New York. Taught

economics and history there for five years. Later ¥ assistant
to Dean Gildersleeve of Barnard 2 years.

Newspaper clippings from Chronological file, 1934, April = June



Beatrice Stern research files, Chronological Files, Box 1, 1934
From the Shelby White and Leon Levy Archives Center, Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, NJ, USA

“193h 6/10
MCRSE, MARSTON Biographical
HARVARD UNIVERSITY Relations WOAI

Flexner to Veblen (Hancock County, Maine):

Flexner had interview with Morse. He has found work at Harvard complex and longs
for simplicity of IAS group but, inasmuch as Birkhoff will not return to this country
until Autumn, it was agreed it would not be courteous for Morse to make a change during
the coming year. Flexner asked him to make up his mind 'tlearly and irrevocably" and

\J promised to recommend his electicn as full professor if, after talkiing with Birkhoff and
Conant, Morse decided in affirmative. His present salary is $8,000. Flexner stated his
desire to place all professorial salaries at $15,000 as soon as financial situation
cleared up.

File IV-19
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June
i\vwégw
ECONOMICS Academic Rctivities
MARSCHAK Biographical
MITRANY
FRATKFURTER

Extract from letter of Dr. Flexner written in Oxford,
June, 193l. :

Notss that he met Mitrany and Frankfurter and Lowe.

Felix had been discussing with Lindsay of Balliol the social
sciences.

| "Marschak may prove the man. He is most attractive and

| plainly able., I have his reprints. He actually worked with
Neumann in Berlin and knows Graham at Princeton, who has

' invited him to lecture there..."

Apparently waswritten to Stewart.

D, Economics and Politics (School of)
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SCHOQL OF MATHEMATICS Academic Oprganization
MORSE
FLEXNER
VEBLEN

Flexner in New York writes to Veblen in Brooklin, Hancock
County, Maine, and says that he has interviewed Morse who 1s
very anzious to come to the Institute. In view of the fact
that Birkhoff is now not in the country, Flexner says that it
would not be Bourteous or fair for Professor Morse to make any
chanze during the coming year. "] asked him to make up his
mind clearly and irrevocably as to what he wished to do, and
promised that I would recommend his election as full professor,
if, after talking with Birkhoff and Conant he decided in the
affirmative. "He has found the work at Harvard extremmly
wearing and complex, and, therefore, longs for the simplicity
which he will find in our group, which fortunately does not
have to concern itself with many of the activities which a
vwhiversity cannpot easily avoid., #

He says Morse's present salary is §6,000. He told Morse

that as soon as this financial situation is cleared up he
Vv |wants to put all professorial salaries at §15,000, "That
in any event, “HI¥ ¥alary Would from thé outset be considerably
higher than he is now getting." Morse made inquiry about
minor positions, but Flexner told him ther@W@a nothRing p
7  but personal assistants wk& with which every professor 1is
d provided. We have no intermediate grades of appointments.

Flexner says Morse also asked him as to whether he
contemplated a differential in the matter of professorial
slaries, "to which I replied that inasmuch as I, myself, could
not possibly know the relative values of different individuals...
I was disinclined to depart from the simple scheme withwhich
we had begun. In other words, if dperson is good enough to

\))join the group and deal with students of maturdéty and

achievement, then he is entitled to a full salary whether
some differential ingbility§ or productiveness existed or note.
On the other hand, I said that until‘k;monetary situation was
perfectly stable I wish to play safe. As to the soundness of

\ this I am more convinced since spending two days in Washington,

“*&“7 during which I had several confidential talks with persons

— connected with the Federal Reserve Board. They believe that
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.the danger of inflation has passed. If 8o, we are all
right in our present basis. If not, then, of course, we
will have to readjust." He is going to see Morse in the
early atbumn. He is on his way %to BEurope now; that is,
Flexner is. "I hope that nothing will interfere with adding
him to our group without any ill feeling whatsoever on the
part of the Harvar@ people--on the contrary, I want thelr
cooperation and sympathy &f I can possibly obtain themo"
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SCHOOL OF ECONOMICS AND POLITICS Academic Opganization
STEWART, W. W, Bioegraphical
FIEXNER, A.

FLEXNER to the founders, June 19, 193}, from England,.

companions." He expresses great confidence in Stewart, and

says that he would be the best possible choice to head the School
of Economics and do for it what Veblen d1d 88r mathematics.

He possesses a rare combination of learning and experience.

He 1s arranging for Flexner to see the leading English
'economists. He is enormously interested in what the Institute
is going to do, and may well mark a new era in economiec

studies and practice in the United States.

He has crossed the ocean with Stewart "anghis j/
!

D, Bgmberger, Louis, 1930-1936
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} SCHOOL OF ECONOMICS AND POLITICS Academic Organization
FLEXNER, A, ° Biographica l
STEWART, W. W.

Flexner to Bamberger, June 28, 1934.

g He has Dbeen to Oxford where he found the Institute
. better known than it is in “merica. He had many conferences
' on the economics question, and politics, and got the
fullest and most candid advice econcerning persons. He is
| assembling their various publications, and Mr. Stewart and
others will read them for him in order to enable Flexner to
' make an intelligment choice,

\ Stewart has also seen some of the leading persons in

London. In this memorandum Flexner mentions no A names of
those whose works Stewart 1s reading.

D, Bamberger, Louis, 1930-1936

V//l93h 6/28
ECONOMICS Academic Activities
FOUNDERS Corporation
STEWART, W. W, Biographical

FLEXNER, A.

Flexner in London to Founders.

/ Got advice at 0xford on economists C
; C . onferred w
- Stewart who will read works of several and give his aésgce.

\ Wants small 21 i
| ———=_SMa.. _nucleus and sure men from England wil
wto work with them.- Stewart has been mos% hhlpfalf o e

D, L. Bamberger,
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SCHOOL OF HUMANISTIC STUDIES
ARCHEOLOGY
HISTORY OF ART
PRINCETON
MOREY, C. R.
FLEXNER, A.
SCHLUNK

WEITZMANN
PANOFSKY

6/28

Academic Organization

Academic Activities

Reldtions WOQAI

Biographical

Flexner to Morey from London, June 28, 1934, commenting on
his inability to do anything €for Schlunk and Weitzmann, but
mentioning an interesting conversation with Panofsky. "It seems
to me clear that we must be most punctilious in helping him to
carry out his engagements with New York University both for his
sake and because of ultimate possibilities therein which I can
explain to you when I see you in the fall."

III=2
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PR mJ»w,_‘1
Ly

APPOTINEMENTS Academic Personnel
PRINCETON UNIVERSITY Educational Institutions
SCHRBEDINGER, ERWIN Biographical

FLEXNER, A.

_ Schrosdinger to Flexner notifyfing him that he has just
written to Eisenhart and Dodds telling them that he could not
accept the professorship offered by the University of Prim eton.
Flexner‘has expressed interest in his acceptance, but the letter
is not in the file. Schroedinger says that the single
arguments that encouraged him were; first, Flexner's
concern and kind interest, second that Flexner had said the
Institute would continue to build in ghe direction of
theoretical physics, and, third, that as long a s the offer
from the side of the University was in suspense, Flexner'g
loyalty toward the latter would absolutely prevent him from

vf-‘ g 3
oy {hinting at any other porsibility; fourth, is that hearing

LR TRV

|

|

?hét Schroedinger had refused Princeton, he might easily be
indueesbo infer that Schroedinger does not like Princeton after
all and wants to put off the idea of going there altogether,

Schroedinger informs Flexner that he is enchan%ed at ‘ﬁ_he
beautiful scientific milieu of Fine Halle. He has no longer

any apprehensions about transplanting from Europe to the U. S, A.
sfter what his friends Lsdenburg, Einstein, eyl and Veblen
said and write him in veéPy kind letters. It was after this,
he said, that he carefully reconsidered the fTinancial s ide,

| (especially also the conditions of pension, security for his

wife, and so forth, and these he décided kept him from
accepting the University professorship.

Flexner to Schroedinger, July L4, 1934. A kind reply
indicating that he has to proceed with great caution because
of the financial c ircumstances in the country, and the
anxiety of the Trustees that in the short time Flexmer has
left he should start other schools either in the Humanities
or economics or both. He has as yet, however, no program to
submit to the Trustees when they meet in October. KEXSHEXBXEE
He says he 1is delighted that Schroedinger likes Princeton
and hopes that under the c ircumstances he will be inclined
to reopen the Princeton offer with Dean Eisenhart, and informs
him that he need feel under no hesitation in doing so.
"Ungfortunately, I am in no position to edvise, since I do not

know the terms upon which either Oxford or the Princeton
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) ford; that
ship is held." He wrote from London to Ox 3
» g§2f§i§§;erlgas in Lo;don. See Schroedinger under these dates

for reply in German to translste dated July 9--merely an
acknowledgment of the letter.

D, Schroedinger, Erwin
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(S

When I received your friendly lettder of 7/L;, I was just going

to an interesting Colloquium anden equally fine meeting of the Phy-
sics Club at Cambrideg. Therefore I answer (only) today.

F'I appreciate your“-friendly, open clarificationand thank you
considerfdf it. I beg of you to be convinced that I/answered the call from
Rued Pctn' for itself alone and without considerations of pesstble future

possibilities. Decisive were circumstances which I had discussed
with Dean Eisenhart in the first days after receiving the invitation,
andpnly in the meantime had lostgight of iderabions which at
first aprneared to be binding. As I just recently indicated, it seem
to be mainly a question of the pension for myself and my wife, She
wonld only receive (?) reesive something like $800 a year. f
an unfortunate occurance should coye in the first years, Shewird: bd b
be beholden to the authorities of the Univ. which I might assume,
if I didnt doubt their good will. The rule is, according to what
I hear, the general allowancefﬁ), The distance between that and the
desirable is too great to permit an individusl pf to hope“would be
bridged. N % E;u
From my heart I gisg you a goodpest &n the continent. "B
%ﬁﬁb£$ is=tlae mgn WAL Lo - . '/
With the friedgliébt greetings and good wishes to you and your
family our devoted Schmoedinger.
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PRINCETON Relations WOAI

SCHROEDINGER, ERWIN

Two letters from Schr8dinger to Flexner filed in
Chronologicael File under 193k, 6/25.

D, SchrBedinger
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™ Erwin Schriodinger Oxford (England) 24 Northmoor rd,

b\W<\%q
Vear Doctor Flexner,

this is to tell you, that I have just written
two letlers to Dean Eisenhart and to President Dodds, telling then,

that I could not accept the Professorship offered to me by the Uni-
versity of Princeton.

The very kind and aimable interest, which you let me feel
in this affaire, encourage me to some further remarks, but which
are 8o unusual, that before I venture to do so I must apologize
in detail, telling you the single arguments, that encourage me,

The first as I said was your very kind interest and con-
cern in the question.

The second, ‘that you told me, you very Probably would
continue the building up of your Institute in t
theoretical physics,

The third is

he direction of

that as long as the oifer from the side of
the University was in suspense, your loyalty to

wards the latter
would absolutely prevent you from hinting

at any other Possibility.
The fourth is, that ,hearing I had refused, you mig

Int easi~
ly be induced to infer, that I do rot like Princeton after ail and

that I have put off the idea of going there alltogether,
Now I should like to be allowed to tell you, that this

is not so. My enchantement at the beautiful piXigh scientific milien

of finehall is genuine and undiminished. lMoreover my initial appre-

hensions with respect to a transplantation from Europe to the U

have been overcome to a considerable extent by all wh
Ladenburg,»uinstein,

5= . O
at my friends -
Weyl, Veblen spoke to me and wrote me i
kind letters. It was after this, that I carefully reconsidered the
the financial side, especially also the conditio
Security for my wife ete,

the most important points

n very

ns oi pension,
~And these considerations formed one of

» Why I finally could not make up my mind
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to accept the University-professorship. by

I hope you are enjoying holydays at some nice place Af this

»

time. Please remember me kindly to Mrs Flexner and to: vour daughter
I 'was very sorry indeed, that the mournful event .in your family
Prevented my secing them again and duly taking my .leave from them.

Believe me, dear Dr. Flexner, yours very sincerely

Schridinger)

.
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Professor Dr. Hrwin Schrédinger 24 Northmoor Road
Oxford, 9, Juli 1934,

Sehr verehrter Herr Dokbtor Flexners

Als ich Ihren freundlichen Brief vom 4., Juli erhielt, war ich eben
in Abreise begriffen su einem interessanten Colloquium von Blackett und einer ebenso
sch8nen Tagung des Fhysics - C'ub in Cembridge. Darum antrorte ich erst heute.

Ich schitze Ihre freundliche, offene Irkldrung sehr hoch und danke
Ihnen sehr daflre. Ice bittz Sie, vollkommen dUberzeugt zu s in, dass ich den Ruf
an d4ie Princetoner Universitdt durchaus fur sich a2llein und ohne alle Bezugnahme
auf kiinftige 1l8glichkeit-n erwogen und beantwortet habe. Ausschlaggehend waren
Umstédnde, die ich schon in den ersten Tagen nach Erhalt des Briefes mit Dean Eisen-

' hart besprochen und nur in der Zwischengeit aus dem Auge verloren hatte, weil

vorerst noch ernstere Hindernisse zu bestchen schienene. Wie ich schon neulich

“andeutete, handelte es sich hauptsfichlich um die Frage der Pension fidr mich und
| meine I'raue Sie wlrds nur aus dem bostehen, was aus jdhrlich einbezahlten

800§ im Laufe der Zeit wird, Wenn in den ersten Jahren ein Ungldck passierte,

wirde ich bezw. die Frau ganz auf den guten "illen der university - authorities
angswicsen sein, was ich doch vermeiden méchte, wenn ich an ihm auch nicht zweifle,
Die genannte Regclung ist, wie man mir sagt, die allgemein lUbliche. Die Spanne
zwischen ihr und dem ‘Hinschbaren ist zu gross, als dass sie etwa ausnahmsweise

zu Gunsten eines einzolnen Professors Uberbrdckt werden kénnte.

T - e = 5
vC1 rzZen 15¢

y s ich Ihnsn eine schdne Trholungsz:it an elinem
angenehmen Platz des fontinents, der davon so viele hat. Wenn bloss die
Menschen auf ilm etwas friedlicher wirenl

)

Uit den aufrichtigeten Grissen und WMinschen an Sie und Ihre werte

i

IF'emilie
Ihr Ihnen schr ergebener

(signe#) E. SCHRUDINGER

Dr., Abraham Ilexner
The iay Fair Hotel
Berkeley Square
London, W, 1
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5 o4 Professor Dr., Erwin Schrddinger 24 Northmoor Road
Oxford, 9. Juli 1934,

Sehr verehrter Herr Doktor Flexners

Als ich Thren freundlichen Brief vom 4, Juli erhielt, war ich eben
in Abreise begriffen zu einem interessanten Colloquium von Blackett und einer ebenso
schdnen Tagung des Physics - Club in Cembridge. Darum antworte ich erst heute.

Ich schdtze Ihre freundliche, offene Erkldrung sehr hoch und danke
Ihnen sehr daflire Ice bitte Sie, vollkommen Hberzeugt zu scin, dass ich den Ruf
an die Princetoner Universitdt durchaus fir sich allein und ohne alle Bezugnsahme
auf kiinftige M8glichkeiten erwogen und beantwortet habe. Ausschlaggehend waren
| Umsténde, die ich schon in den ersten Tagen nach Erhalt des Briefes mit Dean Eisen-
{ hart besprochen und nur in der Zwischengeit aus dem Auge verloren hatte, weil
vorerst noch ernstere Hindernisse zu bestehen schienen. Wie ich schon neulich
andeutete, handelte es sich hauptsfdchlich um die Frage der Pension fir mich und
meine Fraue Sie wlirde nur aus dem bestehen, was aus jdhrlich einbezahlten
800¢% im Leufe der Zeit wird. Wenn in den ersten Jahren ein Ungllek passierte,
wirde ich bezw. die Frau genz auf den guten Willen der university - authorities
angewiesen sein, was ich doch vermeiden mdchte, wenn ich an ihm auch nicht zweifle,
Die gemannte Regelung ist, wie man mir sagt, die dllgemein dbliche, Die Spanne
zwischen ihr und dem Winschbaren ist zu gross, als dass sie etwa ausnahmsweise
zu Gunsten eines einzelnen Professors Uberbrlckt werden k8nnte.

Von Herzen wdansche ich Ihnen eine schdne Brholungszeit an einen
( angenehmen Platz des Kontinents, der davon so viele hate Wenn bloss die
i . s ,
| Menschen auf ihm etwas friedlicher wiren!
r

Mit den aufrichtigsten Grilssen und Winschen an Sie und Ihre werte
Femilie

Ihr Ihnen sehr ergebener

(signed) E. SCHRODINGER

Dr. Abraham Flexner
The May Fair Hotel
Berkeley Square

London, W. 1
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PHYSICS Academic Activities
SCHROEDINGER, ERWIN (1887) Biographical
EISENHART
FLEXNER, A.

Schroedinger left University of Berlin when Hitler
came to power. Was llow at Oxford, 1933, but came to
lecture in physics at Princeton for several weeks, spring
semester, 1934. Refused an offer from Princeton, evidently
thinking he was going to get an offer from I. A. Se (why? o
Einstein or Veblen?). Worked with Einstein while here.
Minutes (l/23/3Lk). Flexner had to placate Eisenhart.
Shroedinger did not come to Princeton. International Who's
Who lists no connection 1933=6; 1936=38. TUniversity of Graz,
1930--Dublin Institute for Agvanced Studies. [ 8% 0 v

IT-17 ‘
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NATTONAL RESEARCH COUNCIL Foundations
MEMBERS Academic Personnel
SCHOOL OF MATHEMATICS Academic Organization
N (e

The Mr=R-BaRe. awarded fellowships in mathematics to
Barber, Cameron, Hull, Lewis, Martin, Montgome®y (Deane),
Murray, Myers, Nathan, all of whom wish to work at the -lnstitute.

[T o5 de

Y e

D, National Research Council



%,

Beatrice Stern reseércafs ronological Files, Box 1, 1934
From the Shelby Whi Levy Archives Center, Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, NJ, USA 7/ 10

SCHOOL OF ECONOMICS AND POLLITICS Academic Organization

EARLE, EDWARD M.
Earle to Flexner, July 10, 1934,

After Dr, Sabin's visit: she brought me"the good news that you
are mew in a position o offer definitely an appointment with the
Institute.” ExXpresses joy and gratitude for Flexner's "continued loyalty
and confidence; they have meant more to me, I think, than almost any
other single friendship in the last eight years." He has not resigned

from Barnard and Columbia which he will do as soon as his understand is
firm with Flexner.

Biographical

He suggest® that the public announcement of his appointment Py
the Institute might be made on Flexner's return from his vacation, "Thus
letting my friends know that I am still alive and not yet on the ghelf.

I know, however, your desire to waﬁd off publicity, and I am_willlng to
leave this entirely in your hands. He thanks Flexner for the board's
offer transmitted by Dr. Sabin to purchase books which he needs for his
study which will then become a part of the Institute library.

"As for my work, I understand that eventually you will wish me to
be active in the field of economics. Wodd you mind, however, ¥ for the
present if I wenh at the matter from am historical point of view--that is,

to sbudy economic history in the history of economics. I feel some thing
like a man who is at the mouth of Chesapeake Bay in a rowboat with
instructions to explore all the headwaters."

He goes on to say that he has had rich and varied training in the
field of formipmxrskxakimmx American-foreign relatlions, and that he
thinks it might be valuable for him to direct some of his work along the
line of study in American-international policy. He aska whether Ilexner
agrees. "All of the above sounds very long-winded, but it really carries
beneath the surface a very profound appreciation of the opportunity which
lies before me, and also a very deep affection for you."

A File, Earle, Edward Meade
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93 7/
FULD,MRS. FELIX Biographical
FLEXNFR, A.

Flexner to Mrs, Fuld, HMuly 1l, 193§ﬂ (From Europe).

Has hadthree very profitable weeks from the standpoint of
the Institute, "and I can now see quite clearly in what direction
to move and with whom to move, though I shall keep my mind
open and not come to a decision until after I have reached
home...the voyage has been of priceless value to me. The
persons whom I have consulted have given me of their very best
and very freely.

D, Fuld, Mrs. Felix
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M odrand,
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SCHOOL OF ECONOMICS AND POLITICS Academic Organization

EARLE, E. M. Biographical

Flexner to Earle. Supplementing note giving terms of
appointment. Outlining the School of Economics . DNeed a fresh
approach. Young men. "By way of self protection we shall
have to get a man of first-rate intellectual ability who
knows economics as one member of the g roup, and I have two
or three such persons in mind from whom I hope we can make
a choice this autumn. I hope that you can develop the
historic4 side and perhaps ultimately with particular
reference to certain problems that are characteristically
American, as for example, the && disposition of our public
lands and so forth." Also anxious that the group should
contain one or two foreigners, because economics unlilke
mathemat ics is not the same for all countries. Political
theory in European countries--he has in mind David Mitrany,
In Shotwell's opinion and others the best equipped person
obtainable. Well trained in Berlin and London, speaking
fluently all modern languages of any importance &nd a real
cosmopolitah.

Hopes to find the economist in the fall. Is sure
Earle will appreciate switch from teaching to research.
Suggests study of economic theory and history to Earle but
wants him to realize there is no such thing as haste in
vocabulary of Institute. Especially for a coupléd of years
Earle should put no pressure on himself intellectually
because of his health.

D,Eaﬂﬁ
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APPOINTMENTS ' Academic Personnel
BENEFITS
EARLE, E. M. Biographical

Flexner to Earle, appointment lebter, July 22, 193l.

"As I recall it, the resolution =mkxaxzx readthat you
were appointed to a full professorship at a salary of §10,000
a year, provided Miss Sabin made a favorable report which she
has done, that you have leave of abaence on half salary,
beginning September 1, 193), and that this leave can be renewed,
if necessary, for a second year,"

Retiring age © be 65 which can be extended by mutual consent

of the professors and the trustees. Institute and professors
each pay 5 per cent monthly of the salary into TIAA.

D, Earles, E. M,
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SALARTES Academic Personnel

MCORSE, MARSTCN Biographical

VEBLEN, O.

FLEXNER, A.

Veblen (Hancock County, Maine) to Flexner: (et

Morse visited Veblen and they talked on IAS affairs at great length. Morse very
much disposed to come to IAS and is planning to talk with Birkhoff, Gra#stein (Chairman,
Dept. Math.) and Conant shortly. "He will dwell, he says, rather on the advantages of
the Institute than on the drawbacks of Harvard, but when they ask him what he has been
definitely offered he will = only be able to say that it is a professorship at a salary
not yet specified and that he will be entitled to an assistant." Veblen feels that
present salary inequalities will provide arguments andpersuesions which Birkhoff and others
will bring to bear on him, and suggests letting Morse know exactly what offer will be.
His present salary at Harvard is $8,000--other emoluments bring it to $10,000. Veblen is

| sure Harvard will go to at least $10,000 in basic salary. He hopes all professors in
'School of Math. will have same basic salary soon.

File IV-19
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LEFSCHETZ, ®. S. B’.Omﬁh’.ﬁn
PONTRJAGIN, L. 8.
iefschetz to Flexner

see

@The USSRpart of the trip was a pretty complste suecess., It was anything but
harmful to miss the tensor part, and I was received & bras ouverts by the topologists,
They extracted three apeeches out of me, one delivered at the all-Soviet Congress of
Mathematicians in Leningrad and which I am now writing up for the Proceedings of the
Congress. This Congress which lasted 6 days and sathered almost 600 wathematicians from
all parts of the Soviet Union, was an annoying perfomance by the scientific vitality
displayed. Besides being honored with one of the main addresses 1 was asked to preside at
one of the two meetings of the topological section. Inecidentally I was the only none
Soviet mathematician present, The many new coniaets which I amds made, and incidentally
the goodly number of excellent pavers which I captured for the Annals make me feel good
about the Soviet part of the jourmey. I found in particular that the life of scientists
had greatly improved over three years ago. Thus Portrjagin's situation was quite good
and he has been much helped by all the tokens of appreciation which he received from the

direction of Princeton. Regarding his coming this fall T saw Bullitt and a number of

Soviet brass hats, but the chief dffficulty is that, in the present juneture, the Sovie
government feels that it needs every individual in 1,;110 land. I thing hmnvn:- that tbnr:
is a good chance that we may see P, in the fall.

'l‘.‘

File III-13
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SALARTES Academic Personnel
TRUSTEES The Corporation
MCRSE, MARSTON Biographical
FLEXNER, A.
VEBIEN, O.

Flexner (Paris) to Veblen (Hancock County, Maine): Excerpt

"I arrived in Paris from Aix-les-Bains this morning, having taken the so-called
"After-Cure" of ten days there after leaving Gastein. lNMrs. Bailey meanwhile had come
up from the Pyrenees, and I have rapidly run through the letters which have been accumu-
lating here. After reading your letter I sent you the following cablegram:

'Letter just received Please ask Morse to take no steps till my
return middle September Writing Warmest Greetings'!

group, as you and your associates desire, than I was when I went away, but I think it
best that he should not speak with Birkhoff, Graustein, and Conant until (1) I have been
officially authorized to make him a definite offer and (2) I can make sure than an invi-
taticn to come to us will not cripple Conant-at the very outset of his career. This
latter point I explained to him, and, if My memory serves me, I have also explained to
you. Though I am quite willing to be persuaded that I am mistaken, I can not but feel
Athat in building up the Institute we should pay due regard to American higher education
! §as a whole. Youwill recall that, though I was actually autorized to make an offer to
f’ you when we were in G8ttingen, I did no more than ascertain your willingness to come and
r,:said that the matter would have to rest there until I had had a chance to talk to Eisen-

thart. FEisenhart, whom I saw immediately on returning to America, generously encouraged

K\ "This does not in the least mean that I am any less anxious to add Morse to the

Y ps

£ - me to proceed. Inasmuch as we are offering somewhat better conditions than are at the

' moment obtainable elsewhere, I think it behooves us to pay all possible consideration to
others. I do not feel that Conant will act selfishly in respect to any person whom we

= may approach, and yet it may prove that he would find it embarrassing if sudden changes ¥

¢ were thrust upon him.

fg "I wrote a letter to Morse, as you will remember, but I do not recall its exact

- contents. Of course, I shall live up to everything which I said therein, but I should

~ 1like to refresh my memory by rereading the letter on returning to America before pro-

: ceeding further with Morse.

3 "I agree with you entirely that, when and if he is invited to join the mathematical

3 group, a definite offer should be made to him, and of course it should be financially as

well as otherwise more advantageous than his present situation. On the other hand, I am
S not persuaded that every person who is called professor must necessarily receive the
seme remuneration. There are certain distinctions in age, experience, eminence, and
Ruxkxe future promise which may fairly be taken into account. Universities s as a rule,
take these factors into account by giving new appointees inferior badges - calling them
associate professors, etc. I should prefer, I think - certainly for an experimental
period - the simpler organization which we now have. It might prove to be advisable to

change the title of professor to that of 'member of the Institute! » as is done in various
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institutions more or less resembling our own. My general feeling remains what it was,
though of course I am prepared to carry out the instructions of the Board until ordered
by the Board to do otherwise, namely, that our salary seale should be distinctly higher
than that which prevails elsewhere, that there should be no 'pulling and hauling', that
the short year and the elimination of examinations and other routine and the rlgld ad-
herence to high standards of admission with such informal contact between workers and
staff as existed last year should continue until it is obvious, first, to the staff and,
next, to the Board that some change should be made. But I suspect that the Board will
wish to continue its present policy of watchful waiting for a while longer in order to see
whether our extraordinarily happy experience last year really lay in the nature of the
organization of the Institute or was a mere accident. I think the former.

"As to financial involvements, there are one or two slight matters that I shall have
to lay before the Board in the autumn, but I am even more skeptical and cautious about
the immediate financial future of the world than I was when I left America in the early
SUMMEre osee’s

File IV-19
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SALARTES Academic Personnel
PRINCETON UNIVERSITY Relations WOAI
HARVARD UNIVERSITY
MORSE, MARSTON Biographical
ATLEXANDER
VEBLEN, O.

Veblen (Hancock County, Maine) to Flexmer:

Veblen's view regarding Morse is that "we need another professor of purely American
origin in our group (both for internal and external effect), that Morse is by far the
most available man, and that Morse belongs in the same category with the rest of the group
as far as scientific worth is concerned". Veblen thinks Morse will come if offer made to
him is sufficiently good--not that he is disposed to bargain, but because nature of offer
would seem to him to characterize spirit in which new enterprise is being conducted. For
same reason Veblen thinks it important to make offer definite and bring matter to con-
clusion as soon as possible. Veblen restateshis thought, that all salaries in a given
group should be the same. When Birkhoff visited him recently, Veblen spoke of his mis-
givings because nearly all NRC Fellows are coming to Princeton. Birkhoff's reply was that

it is in the nature of thef case--it is the place to which Harvard will have to send its
 Ph.D's.% Morse understands that Alexander's salary is lower than regular scale because of
| his desire not to be different from Lefschetz and thus &ffect their personal relationse.
| But Princeton U. has gift of $500,000 for purpose of raising salaries of U chairs, and if
Lefschetz should know @f it, the fact would have powerful effect on any feeling he might
entertain.

Mov A

Bk W © o bew . whew A holc kg D
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SALARTES Agademic Personnel
PRINCETON UNIVERSITY Relations WOAI
MCRSE, MARSTON Biographical
VEBLEN, O.

i B A g ke

-

A )
w Yail v ¢
Flex_nerA to Veblen ( ancock Coun Vs a:Lne) EXCGEE'tS

"eeee I cannot say, though, that it follows that every person in a professorial group
should be on the same salary basis at the start. Age, experience, eminence and fertility
are all factors that ought to be taken into consideration, and no one ought to be given

a maximum salary to make it impossible for a man to receive a call from another institu-
tion unless we have absolutely decided that we want him for good and all. This distinc-
tion is by no means original with me. I imagine it exists in Princeton, and I know that
it exists in other places. On the other hand, when we do invite a man it ought to be,
first, on the formal recommendation of the group. and,. second, after the matter has been

p

laid before the Board, the authority and interest of which I greatly desire to strengthen.
At the moment, therefére, ny hands are tied, since though you and AXexander have talked

to me about Morse no one else has, and the matter has not even been mentioned to the Board.
1 do not possess the authority 'to bring the matter to a conelusion as soon as possible's

[ Iry

| T find faculties somewhat inconsistent in matters of this sort. In one moment they re-
sent the unilateral action of the President, and at another they want him to cut off and
ignore the constituted authorities. I do not want myself to do either.

"There are certain other considerations which I simply cannotwwrite you about. I
not even sure that I can talk to you about them, though I have no desire, as I think
ou well know, to keep matters from you; but our position is such that we have got to be
extremely préctful, and I am most anxious to cement the Princeton combination. This does
N\, [not mean that we have to adhere to the Princeton scale, but it may mean that we will have
to proceed with caution. I have in mind a particular incident which during the summer
gave me a distinect shock.™ Skhﬂ1Jugﬁg,ﬂw

"Now, take another dip in the sea and let's leave the point until I have had a
chance to talk with Morse and perhaps get Simon's Judgment on the situation, for you must
bear in mind that this is an entirely new job of mine, that I cannot hope to hold it for
many years, and that I am awfully anxious - even at the expense of somewhat slower
progress - to make no blunder that may embarrass my successor. I ought to add that I am
terribly anxious, as soon as financial conditions warrant, to make a start in the way of
a nucleus in one or two other fields, because I have the feeling that that is the kind of
thing which L am equipped to do - much better perhaps than anything else connected with
the conduct of an institution in Ameriea. e

"It seems a little funny that you should be in a hurry, while I, nearing the end of
[my tether, should be the cautious one; but I do not believe that in the long run we will
|lose if we use a method of procedure that is in the highest degree dignified and con-
' siderate, while at the same time holding ourselves to our ideals."

File IV-19
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MORSE Biographical
.FLEXNER
VEBLEN
FinY

Flexner has just meturned from Europe, and has found a
letter from Veblen predicting an equally happy next year,
He comments on the letter which raises several points which
he will not discuss now, but two he will, which concern kkh=
Zrtiwkdguax two different problems, one general, and the other
particular, One is the salary problem. He outlines his
thinking as this. He says he is committed hand and foot to
the principle that academic salaries should be increased; they
shiould be high and dignified for professors. He has been
calling for this for the past 25 years, and only now has he
got an opportunity to put ih into effect. "I cannot say )k
though that everyp erson in professorial group shall be

on the same salary basis at the start. Age, experience,
eminence and fertility are all factors that ought to be taken
into consideration, and -no.one ought to be given a
Vo - maximum salary to make it impossible for a man to receive
— & call from another institution-uniess we have abwolutely
decided that we want him for good and for all., ThTE
distinction 18 by 1o mMeans original With me., ~T imagine it
exists in Princeton, and I know that it exists in other
Nplaces. On the other hand, when we do invite a man, it

ought to be, first, on the formal recommendation to thefroup,
and, second, after the matter has been laid before the Board,
’\J EFhe anthority and interest of which I greatly desire to

Strengthen. (italics mine) A%t the moment, therefore my

| hand s are tied, since though you and Alexander have talked

‘to me about Morse, no one else has, and the matter has not
even heen mentioned to the Board., I do not possess the

| authority 'to bringt he matter to a conclusion as soon as

' possibleo.!' I find Faculty somewhat inconsistent in matters
|of this sort., I, one moment they resent the unilateral
‘action of the President, and in another, they want him to
cutt off and ignore the mxmkm constituted authorities. 1 do
not want myself to do either,"
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He goes on to say that other consideratiaens he feels
that he may not even have the power to talk to Veblen aimix
about, much less write. "I have no desire, as I think you
well know, to keep matters from you, but our position haxm

\is such that we have to be extremely tactful, and I am most
anxious to cement the Princeton combination. This does not
mean that we mmEERRExkzx have to ﬁ%&ire to the Frinceton
scgle, but it may mean that we/havé to proceed with caution
%I have in mind a particular incident, which,during the
‘| summer, gave me a distinct shock,"

He continues saying that he wants the Institute to be
an example and a stimulus to higher education, and the two
things that are of most importante in achieving it are:

(1) salary, (2) working conditions and freedom. But we
have been running only one year, and Rome was not built in a
day. Perhaps I am unduly cautious, "but certainly in the
present state of the world's finances, a little extra
caution is better than a little extra haste.
e r "T am gratified/WﬁE? you report to me about Birkhoff,
especial ly as his visit to you, and the promised visits of his

| | son, show that relations between the two groups are kindly
‘and cordial."

He continues sayingt hat he will want to talk to Morse,
and, perhaps, get Simon'g judgment on the situation. "For
you must bear in mind that this is an entirely new job of
mine, but I cannot hope to hold it for many years, and that I
am awfully anxious, even at the expense of somewhat alower
progress, to make no blunder that may embarrass my successor,

‘I ought t o aad that I am J§ terribly anxious as soon as
| financial conditions warrant, to make a start in the way of
\ \a nucleus in one or two other fields, because I hafe the
feeling that that is the kind of thing which I am equipped to
do--much better, pebhhaps, than anything else connected with
the conduct of an institution in America.

! "It seems a little funny that you should be in a hurry,
jwhile-I, nearing the end of my tether, should be the
jecantious one; but I do not believe that in the long run
"we WwWill losse if we use a method of procedure that is in
the highest degree dignified and considerate, while at the
same time, holding ourselves to our idealSeso



“

Beatrice Stern research files, Chronological Files, Box 1, 1934
From the Shelby ’White and Leon Levy Archives Center, Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, NJ, USA

"T had a very successful summer as far as the Institute
is concerned, and feel quite clear that I know what @io do
when the time for action comes, After finishé&ng with
Institute affairs, I got four weeks of the most perfect

\ rest imaginable in Gasteine.."

‘—)—4/___(? -




Beatrice Stern research files, Cm%l Files, Box 1, 1934 1 ES 9 / 17
From the Shelby White and Le e rchives Center, Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, NJ,

STIPENDS Academic Personnel
TRUSTEES Corporation
VEBLEN, O, Biographical
FIEXNER, A.

Flexner to Veblen.

"T think it not a bad thing that there is a surplus in
the two funds appropriated for grants, and I hope that the
mathematics group will make no further appropriations unless
somebody eminently worthwhlle turns up. The moral effect
made on a board by a small surplus is out of all proportion
to the amount involved. It does really show that the group
has been guided by the single purpose of finding competent
persons.”
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SCHOOL OF HUMANISTIC STUDIES Academic Organization
LOWE, ELIAS Biographical

MERRTAM, 9OHN ®, C

CARNEGIE INSTITUTE Foundations
ROCKEFELLER FOUNDATION

AMERICAN COUNCIL OF LEARNED SOCIETTES

W.M.Gilbert (Carnegie Inst. of Wash. D. C.) to Flexner

"Dr. Lowe and I have been corresponding during the past summer with regard to
his desire to return to the United States for continuation of his interesting xmk studies,
and T have just had a letter from him in which he speaks of the importantg communication
you sent him recently on this subject. He has generously granted me discretion in utili-
zation of this information, and it is ior this reason that I am writing you immediately.

"My hope is that you may feel inclined to write Dr. Merriam rather promptly
looking forward to discussion of your proposal at a time which may prove appropriate and
convenient to you. We are already giving preliminary consideration to budget matters
for next year, and some thought has been devoted to the posibility of aiding Dr. Lowé in

establishing connections in the United States which might prove helpful in making it
feasible for him to transfer residence irom England to this country. Early in the
summer he wrote Dr. Merriam indicating that it was his earnest desire to make such a
‘change primarily on account of his health.

"If you are willing to take the initiative, I am under the impression that
such a course of action would prove most satisfactory for all concerned, and consequently
I have refrained from mentioning the subject to Dr. Merriam.

"Perhaps it is not inappropriate for me to review a few facts with regard to
(Dr. Lowe's connection with the Institution. He received appointment as a Regearch
Associate of the Institution back in 1911, based upon the great promise of his studies
as a Fellow oi the American School of Classical Studies at Rome. For the past twenty-
ﬁthree years, during which the Institution has been honored by his association with it,
his record speaks for itself.

“"As you probably know, we have not undertaken extensive studies in the human-
ities outside of the archaeological fiéld, so that there have been few, if any, oppor-
tunities within the organization itself for contacts and associations by the palaeo-
grapher. In the fall of 1929 the American Council of Learned Societies applied to the
Institution for permission to ask Dr. Lowe to assume direction of a project for prepara-
tion and publication of a Corpus of Latin Manuseripts, with the result that Dr. Lowe
was authorized to direct this special research for a period of five years beginning
January 1, 1930, the Institution agreeing to continue payment of his salary as if he
were engaged solely upon regular work for the Insitution. It occurs to me that your
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discussion with Dr. Merriam may have an important relation to any future plans which
may be made for completion of Dr. Lowe's program for the American Council oi Learned
Societies.

1 L

John C. Merriam (Carnggie Inst. of Wash. D. C.) to Flexmer

T must apologize again for taking so long a time to consider the interesting
questions relating to the futire of Dr. E. A. kmEK LowWwe..oit has also been important to
| consider other relations in this field, expecially those to the American Council of
Learned Societies which has been spending funds which the Rockefeller Foundation nas
set aside for Dr. Lowe's researches.

®Tn a recent conference with Dr. Leland we agreed that there seems real impor-
tance to Dr. Lowe and to those oi us who are interested in his work if at least for the
next few years Dr. Lowe could be located at Princeton and in association with the
, Institute for Advanced Study. Such an arranéﬁent would depend upon having Dr. Lowe
' separate himself from his university relationships in England and take up life in this
country. This would mean the loss of salary from the appointment in England. It would
|also mean loss of contact in study of certain of the most important materials being
‘used for research.

uIf such an arrangement could be made, the Carnegie Institution would, I am
”sure, be willing to continue the payments which it has been making of $L,500 a §ear for

compensation to Dr. Lowe. It may be that the Institute for Advanced Study would wish to
add to this amount and also to contribute a reasonable sum for expenses of Dr. Lowe's
travel in Europe in connection with his studies. While the present researches are under
- way I assume that there will be contribution from the American Council of Learned
4’Societies of Rockefeller funds which may cover a considerable part of the expense of
' investigation.

File ITI-21
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MITRANY, DAVID Biographical

EARLE, EDWARD MEAD

SCHOOL OF ECONOMICS AND POLITICS Academic Organization

Dr. Flexner reported in part:

"Yf these two men Professor Mitrany's interest is primarily in government, national
and international, and Professor Earle's in economic history. I have a list of about a
dozen men in the thirties who have given great promise and who have fortunately not yet
committed themselves far in dealing with the complex and controversial questions of eco-
‘nomic theory and poliE?? I hope very much that by the next meeting of the Board I may be
able to suggest an additional person to be added to the two whom we have already appointed.
There will be no difficulty in securing colperation on the part of the most distinguished
Europeans in the field which the new school covers. I think that without exception the
men, with whom I spoke, thought that the conception upon which we are proceeding is sound

and important. Everything now turns upon the choice of the proper individual or indi-
'viduals."

Vol. I, No. 20, Minutes, p 8.
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POLICIES Administration
Dr. Flexner reported in part:

"My conclusion, therefore, is that, whereas in due time, as successive schools
are establsiehd, we shall try to provide them with facilities to make coperation easy,
our great task at the present moment is the finding of men. For, while the men can get
on without buildings, the building is futile without the men. If they can be combined,

' as they are combined at Fine Hall, results should be obtained that are as nearly ideal
as is possible under human conditions.

"T think I may say in conclusion with all modesty that wherever I went in Europe
' the fact of the existence of the Institute was known and that its possible scope and its
present and future importance were appreciated. While we have done absolutely nothing
Eto procure publicity, the quality of the staff and the students has already within the
lperiod of a single year made the institutfion widely and honorably known."

Vol. I, No. 20, Minutes, pp 9-10
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GENERAL Academic Procedures
Dr. Flexner reported in part:

"Since the meeting of the Boardheld April 23 last the first session of the School
of Mathematics of the Institute for Advanced Study was brought to a happy conclusion on
May l. Work, however, on the part of the faculty and the students did not cease with the
termination of the academic year. Some of the professors continued their daily attendance
at Fine Hall far into the summer, while some of the workers remained in Princeton during
the entire summer, despite the excessive heat in July.

"During the course of the year it occurred to me that it would work to the advantag
of higher education if annuelly some of these young men and women well trained in modern
Jmathematics could bring into the secondary schools and high schools of the country the
newer views of the subject which have come to prevaile I had a number of conferences with
lthe new Superintendent of Schools of New York City, as a result of which the Associate
| Superintendent in charge of mathematics, Dr. Tildsley, and a committee of teachers of
mathematics spent a day at Princeton observing the work of the Institute and the graduate
'work of Princeton University in mathematics. I am happy to report that several workers
/have received appointments in the New York City schodls. If this experiment can be suc-
cessfully extended to other large school systems in the country, there will be, as it were,
a new market opened up for these highly trained univeesity and post-university students,
and it is perhaps not too much to expect that in the course of time the teaching of high

school mathematics will be modernized in the United Statés precisely as during the last
twenty years the teaching of high school science has been modernized. We have, 1 think,
to look at the entire educational system as a whole. We cannot do the best possible work
in college and in the graduate school or in the Institute unless boys and girls have been
properly grounded in the high schocls. Thus far the number of persons trained in modern
mathematics who have gone into high school teaching has been very smalls I hope that the
liberal action of the Superintendent of Schools of New York City may be followed by similar
action on the part of superintendents in other cities. I have already undertaken to
communicate with other superintendents in the hope of making opportunities for students
of the type now being graduated from the best of our universities and from the School of
Mathematics of the Institute."

Vol. I, No. 20, Minutes, pp 1-3.
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SALARIES Academic Personnel
MITRANY, DAVID ' Biographical

EARIE , EDWARD MEAD
Minutes, p. k& 1l:
"RESCOLVED, That beginning September 1, 1934, the salary of Professor David Mitrany

be and hereby is Tenthousand Dollars ($10,000.00) a year without requiring him to come to
America until, in the judgment of the Director, that step should be taken."

Vol. I, No. 20
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FRANKFURTER, F. Bilographical

FLEXNER, A.

Op Octobewr 12, 193l , Flexner sends Frankfurter resumé of
Mrs., Bailey's notes on Frankfurter's remarks at Trustees Meeting (10/8/3L)
on School of Economics and Politics, as they finally appeared on p. 12
official minutes. On October 20, Mrs, Bailey asked for a response, and
on 11/2/3l she sent him complete minutes, on each occasion, suggesting that
if he had corrections he should notify her as Secretary. Ther's no
evidence he responded but 3 p. memo October, 193, which he evidently
prepared., Filed School of Economics and Pplitics. Vertical File,

it

¥ File, 1, I.A.8.
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DEGREES Academic Procedures

Minutes, p. 13:

"The Director reported that he had received a letter, dated July2l, 193k, from
Mr. Charles H. Elliott, Commissioner of Education of New Jersey, stating that the State
Board of Education had granted the Institute for Advanced Study a license to confer the
degree of Doctor of Philosophy upon those students who complete programs of study leading
to that degree which are similar in scope to those offered in leading American universities
{The Director explained that it was no part of the policy of the Institute to confer degrees
\ﬁarned or honorary, but that following the advice of Mr. Hardin it seemed wise to obtain

ermission to do so, even though no use of the permission was contemplated."

Yol, I, No. 20
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SCHOOL OF E CONOMICS AND POLITICS Academic Organization
FRANKFURTER, F. Biographical
FIEXNER, A.

Regarding frankfurter remarks at Board meeting of Qctobey 193l.

Vertical File, Frankfurter-1l
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FOUNDERS The Corporation

Minutes, p. 15:

"Mr, Maass, in behalf of the Trustees personally, presented two replicas of the
seal in gold to the Founders of the Institute, Mr. louis Bamberger and Mrs. Felix Fuld,

as a token of their esteem and gratitude. Mr. Bamberger and Mrs. Fuld expressed their
deep appreciation of the gift which the Trustees had individually made."

Vol. I, No. 20
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BUDGET Finance
GRANTS
Minutes, p. 10:

"At the request of the Director Mr. Veblen stated the advisability of having the
assurance of appropriations for grants-in-aid made a year in advance in order that the
professors might have sufficient time to make arrangements with universities regarding
leave of absence of candidates for grants. Thereupon, on motion, it was

"RESOLVED, That the sum of Thirty thousand Dollars ($30,000.00) shall be included
in the budget for the year 1935-1936 to be distributed as follows: Twenty thousand Dollars
($20,000.00) for grants-in-aid in the field of mathematics and Ten thousand Dollars
($l0,000.00) in the field of mathematical physics.'

Vole I, No. 20
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FELLOWSHIPS Academic Personnel
Dre. Flexner reported in part:

"In addition to those who were seeking opportunities a large proportion of the
workers last year were on leave of absence from important institutions: the University of
Chicago, Johns Hopkins University, Princeton University, the California Institute of
Technology, the Rice Institute, University of Vienna, University of Copenhagen, Edinburgh
University, University of Michigan, etc. These men have returned to their posts refreshed
and stimulated by their experience in Princeton, and I have received evidences of grateful
appreciation on their part for the opportunities they enjoyed last year. During the year
now beginning a similar group will be in attendance, among them men holding posts in
Harvard University, Massachusetts Institute of Technology, Johns Hopkins University,
Princeton University, University of Cincinnati, Brown University, California Institute of
Technology, University of California, University of Chicago, University of Louvain, Uni-
versity of Frankfurt, University of Munich, University of Cambridge, etc. Of the twelve
fellows appointed in the field of mathematics by the National Research Council in this
country, nine have elected to work at Princeton during the present year, enjoying the
combined opportunities of the Institute for Advanced Study and Princeton University, and
the European branch of the Rockefeller Foundation has appointed two fellows in mathematics,
both of whom have elected to come to the Institute."

Vol. I, No. 20, Minutes, p 3.
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SCHOOL OF “HUMANTSPIE--STUDLES Academic Organization

Minutes, pp 12-13:

"On the suggestion of the Director the Trustees considered methods to be pursued
in starting the School of Economics. The consensus of opinion seemed to indicate that the
School should be started modesily and as promptly as possible with a small nucleus of young
and promising men of unusual intellectual endowment who would be enabled to work without
pressure for results.

"Mr. Frankfurter held that the social sciences eught to be viewed in somewhat the
same light as law. He thought that the analogy to the progress which had been made in the
medical sciences likely to be misleading and that the confusion in the realm of economics
and politics was due to the fact that there had been too little disinterestedness in their
pursuit. He suggested, for example, that the so-called principles or laws of economics
ought to be examined in the light of their origin and that it would probably be found
that they originated out of the pressure of contemporary phencmena. Something might, he
thought, be gained if small groups were brought together for limited periods in the hope

of uncovering and defining the real groblems. He was certain that nothing could be gained
if an inhammonious group were assembled and instructed merely to 'research'.

"Mr. Stewart emphasized the importance of an early start with young men, the

question of whose future relationship to the Institute could be determined by their achieve
ments from time to time, and Mr. Veblen suggested that grants-in-aid, such as those now
given in the School of Mathematids, would prove an excellent way of bringing men of
promising ability to the Institute wo work for a year or longer without permanently de-
taching them from their posts unless they developed unusual capacity. It seemed to be
agreed that with the exception of a small permanent nucleus it would be unwise to make
many additional appointments for terms of three or five years which would involve the
resignation and withdrawal of men from their own institutions and thereby impair the
freedom of the Institute in dealing with them.

"The Director stated that he had given further thought to a start in the humanistic
stu@ies and that he deemed it advisable that an impartial survey be made of the remarkable
facilities and resources which exist in and around Greater New York with Princeton as its
center, whereupon, on motion, it was

"RESOLVED, That the Director be and hereby is authorized, in his judgment, to

expend not to exceed Six thousand Dollars ($6,000.00) for the purpose of study in the field
of the humanities."

Vol. I, No, 20
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SCHOCL OF ECONCMICS AND POLITICS Academic Organization
Dr. Flexner reported in Part:

"I devoted two-thirds of the summer to study in Europe with a view to securing a
nucleus in the subjects of economics and politics as well as the humanistic studies. It
is clear to me that in economics and politics, which should be broadly conceived as the
field of social justice, we shall have to proceed somewhat differently from the method
pursued in dealing with mathematics. The sort of mathematics in which scientific men
are interested today has a history that is at least one hundred and fifty years old. The
economics that is in vogé is upon a very different basis. More and more as L conferred
with men who are dealing with economic problems both in universities and in public life,

(| I became convinced of the fact that economics ought to be viewed as a clinical science.
That is to say, men who are concerned with its teaching and investigation ought also to be
men who have been in contact with practical problems of business and government. On the
other hand, while the men working in economics must not be aloof from practical life, they
ought not to be diverted to the performance of current tasks. William James once said,

| 'We act forwards; we understand backwards.' There are thus two dangers to be avoided:
on the one hand, the danger inherent in long distance cogitation and theory; on the other,
the danger inherent in doing things at the moment empirically. Other sciences - physics,
chemistry, and medicine - have had to settle the same problem. In the case of physics and
chemistry it has required centuries, and in medicine it has required a full century, and
there are vast areas in which the scientific medical man still shrinks from practical
activity, though he continued his researches on experimental animals and otherwise in his
laboratory. The methods of developing econdmic science, which seem to me now to be most
promising, bear therefore a certain resemblance to what has happened historically in other
fields, though analogies are suggestive as well as dangerous and must not be pushed too
far. These methods require infinite patience - the patience of a naturalist, who is
willing to observe before he turns to generalization or accepts practical responsibility
for the execution of political and economic policies.

"A distinguished scientist, with whom I have been discussing the problem of
economics from the standpoint of scientific method which I have had to clear up before
proceeding to the discussion of persons, has on reflection written me a letter, from which
I quote the following:

"'Naturally, I am deeply interested in your plan to make a fresh start in economics.
America will provide a marvelous experimental field for acute younger men for the next few
years. Whatever happens in November, this country is in a state of flux out of which some
kind of economic stability will be a matter of years and the end result will be something
very different from the old order. I do not think that Russia offers a better field for
capable observation and investigation than present-day United States. It's like a great
epidemic, plague, etc., to the pathologist - an opportunity not to be invented but suddenly
and sharply presented with incalculable potentialities.

"1If I were asked what constitutes one of the greatest attractions, at this
critical era, to the alert, 'prepared' economist mind, I should say America. It's an
opportunity which should not be long deferred for quiet study without anything said but
for a lot of 'wood-sawing'.

"'That is the way one would attack a great biological catastrophic experiment



s
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such as a devastating disease plague; and the world today, with America in the forefront,
is in the throes of another kind of plague - nothing less than a vast biological social

plague.'"

Vol. I, No. 20, Minutes, pp 5-6.
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ECONOMICS Academic Activities

See Chronological file for Frankfurter's and Stewart's
remarks about economits.

See source on Memo &n Chronological file
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EARLE, E. M. Biographical
FLEXNER, A.

FRANKFURTER, FELIX
SALARIES Academic Personnel
Earle to Flexner, October 15, 1934,

He drafts a proposed statement as to the terms of his
appointment at $10,000 per annum effective September 1, 1934, with
leave for the academic year 1934-1935 on half salary. And the
appointment is to run for two years, with provision that the next
academic year may also, if necessary, be spent on the same basis,
with the undeestanding that he would be carried on the roles as &
professor whether he was being compensated or not. The matter of
illness is not mentioned.

In discussing the economics program he said that "many of
our so-called economic laws sre merely slogans," as Felix Frankfur ter
says. He compliments Flexner on getting Frankfurter on the
Trustees Board. He states that he is thoroughly in sympahy with
Rrankfurterts, Flexner's and Stewart's idea that the enkire subject
should be approached without preconception.

T Loadks
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INSTITUTE HISTORY Institute Histoxy
MORSE, MARSTON Biographical
GRAUSTEIN, WILLIAM C.

Morse to Graustein October 19, 193.

Morse informs Professor William G. Grausteinx%hat he

has been invited to join the staff the Institute for
Advanced Study. Harvard offers him decrease in teaching hours,
increase in salary, and practically anything else that will

| encourage him to stay at Harvard, and Birkhoff is in on the
persuasion seeing President Conant for this purpose.

The letter mak offering formal terms of the appointment
is missing from the file as are all papers prior to January 25,
1933.

x Chouwe Y Wha binard | it |at w i -

D, Morse, Marson, 1933-1945
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BUILDINGS AND GROUNDS Facilities
GENERAL Finance

Flexner to Veblen (Fine Hall,\Princeton): Excerpts

"Since we parted ..... I have given some thought to the last words you dropped,
namely, that we should not lose this delightful time to welk about with an eye to site,
buildings, etc. While I should be glad to have a walk with you at any time, I think it

jonly fair to say that I should find it difficult to get wp any enthusiasm now on the
question of site and buildings.™

"We have an endowment fund of X dollars, which yields an income of Y dollars. In
common prudence we are setting aside an annual reserve of Z dollars. XKX&&Z That leaves
a margin of expenditure, with our present endowment, of Y minus Z dollars. If we invest
part of X dollars (endowment) in buildings and grounds, we diminish Y and Y minus Z."

" «e.e Meanwhile, my ambition for the Institute is to leave mathematics substantially as
it is, and to get a small nucleus - it will have to be much smaller than the mathematics
nucleus - in (1) economics, and (2) the humanities. The three groups can, as Professor
Frankfurter pointed out, grow from within as additional resources become available."

"I shall surprise you by the willingness and speed of my activity in the way of

buildings and grounds when some Santa Claus drops into our treasury the requisite funds."

File IV-19
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FRANKFURTER, F.
MORSE, M.

\VMARSHACK
STEWART, W,
AYDELOTTE, F.

FLEXNER, A.

Vertical File, Frankfurter-1

10/29
10/30
10/31
1y/5
11/28
12/21
1/5/35

Biographical



Beatrice Stern research files, Chronological Files, Box 1, 1934
i i i i , NJ, USA p
From the Shelby W_n%ﬂp Leon Levy Archives Center, Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton Vll / 2

SCHOOL OF ECONOMICS AND POLITICS Academic Organization
RIEFLER, Winfield Biographical

STEWART, W. W.

FIEXNER, Abraham

Flexner to W. W. Stewart:

"The minutes had hardly been mailed to you this morning when I received from
Professor Frankfurter an elaboration of the Wiews which he expressed at the meeting., T
shall send this tomorrow to the various members to be read and considered by them in
connection with the brief summary of his remarks contained in the minutes. It is
\interesting to note that Frankfurter expresses in general terms a conception of ecnomics
that you and Riefler put in very concrete terms at luncheon the other day.

"I enclose the draft of a letter which I propose to send to Riefler; please change
it in any way you please and let me have your revision. I hope that he will come to
Princeton in the near future. In case he comes some Saturday afternoon to stay over
Sunday, is it possible that you could motor over from your farm Sunday and have at least

part of the time with us?’

"T need not say that I am enormously obliged to you for your helpful and constant
interest in this venture." File: TAS - %t‘:’ ]':‘9"31 8 ofs~
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SCHOOL OF ECONOMICS AND POLITICS Academic Organization
FRANKFURTER, FELIX Biographical

FLEXNER, A.

HARDIN, JOHN R.

Flexner to Hardin, November 3, 193l.

Transmits Frankfurter's elaboration of the brief
statement at the Board meeting on economics meeting of
October 8, 193L, on economics. Flexner asks for comments.

Here is the statement:

"Mr. Frankfurter thought that the director's
observations on the proposed school of politics and
economics stated the dilemma inherent in grappling
at once fruitfully and honestly with the problems of
soetety as an intellectual pursuit. All talk
about science in connection with the so-called social
sciences 1s misleading if we mean anything more than

the temper of mind which seeks to be as objective and
as disinterested as possible and unconcerned with
immediate reforms and the practical aettlement of
day-to-day social problems. Hssential to this temper
of mind 1s awareness of the biases, the predilections
in which all of us are implicated and the unconscious
deflections of which we can only guard against by
consciousness of theme In a word, in dealing with
| social problems that is the whole field of politics
in its broad sense, we must endeavor to pursue purely
intellectual ends, at the same time that we are
concerned with the most controversial issues of our time.

B

e "Foridisinterestedness in the sense of abstract
political problems is to the extent that it is attainable
altogether futile. It is highly significant that the
greak contributions to political science were all
contemporaneous documents, that is, they dealt with

the contentious issue of their time and were directed
towards the promotion of definite political views or
goals.] #obbes, Locke, Montesquieu, the Federalist,

. -/

Biiae,_ RO
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P

. @all were, as it were, contributions not in abstracto
| but in the context of their time, and f¢ of course the
| same -is true of Adam Smith's Wealth of Nations,

"And so in our time we must deal with issues which,
however sc:entiflcally framed Hre enmeshed in an
emotional matrix.| Yhaxs XARKXAAG AR RE R KR

EXPREXEXKENERX In thds fleld we are 1argely still dealing
with slogans. These slogans undoubtedly express truths

or desires relevant to t he time of their origin. These
partial truths were then generalized into universals,

as 1s the way of man, and were floated down the tide

of tradition, so as to become in themselves powerful
forces in men's thinking and action. [ To that extent

I do not think it is hedpful to sugge that political
sc¢ience today is comparable to clinical medicine. After
(all despite all the obstinacy of tradition that
| encounters the pioneer in medicine as in all other
' fields of human endeavor, in any event the obstructions

that meet the medical scientist are not those pervasive

~and permeating emotions and presuppositions that are

the very air of interest of man's economic and social life.

"And so I believe that the most hopeful mode
of attack, if we are to be true to the spirit of
science in the f ield of politics, is historical.
By that I mean a painstaking and pertinacious eTdeavor
to analyze the fighting slogans and the rallying
cries that give rise to mass loyalties. For all our
current terms like 'individualism! and 'regimentation!
and the 'profit motive! have a history, were born out
of a particular enviromment or a amfimimixx defined
state of society and have been carried over to
environments quite different from that of their”
origin. | This means not only history in the ordinary
sense of the term, for adequate history implications 7
psychological, statistical and legal factors
indispensable to a just understanding of economic
and political institutionsi]

"In politics, unlike mathematics, there are no
half dozen or threc m® or four recognized great men
whom one can collect into a great faculty of politics.

Mr, Frankfurter thought that the great men must be
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made, as it were, that the Institute must burn to
youngish people and develop them through their actual
pursuit under favoring circumstances of problems in
politics af gajor moment. To this end it is important
to bring together a group of people who will have a certain
harmony of purpose and more or less common conception of
the task to be pursued. For one cannot bring together
a group of individuals not selected with relation to one
another and expect a harmonious interplay of minds. To
that end it seemed desirable to Mr. Frankfurter if possible
to invite a promising collection of political scientists
and e conomists for a long enough period, say half a
year or a year, for purposes of intensive discussion of
‘what the problems of political science are and how they
are to be pursued in the hope that thereby the desirable
group of distinction will reveal itselfe.™7

JRH Correspondence from January , 193&'50 Decamber, 1936
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SCHOOL OF ECONCMICS AND POLITICS Academic Organization
FRANKFURTER, FELIX Biographical
FLEXNER, ABRAHAM

Statement by Feddse—Fpankfurbers

"Recognizing as one must that the science of economics i presently in a state
of flux, the obvious requirement of any newly organized department must be to get away
from set standards and from the predilections that have developed amongst those members
of the profession who have committed themselves by writing or expression to a fixed
pOint of view,. »

"While it is true that all great political essayists wrote in the light of current
problems that were the pressing questions of their times, nevertheless, the problems
which confronted them are in redlity the recurring problems of today - perhaps, in a
different form or a broader scope, but in their vital effects upon the life of the times,
essentlially similar., Therefore, the correlated history of those times, together with a
review of the applicability of the prineiples which were developed during those periods
to the changed conditions of to-day, and a determination as to whether they are of present
value or have been outmoded, would present a composite picture of the processes of
development in the course of mens' and nations' conduct which has brought about the

i evolution in world economics to its present- state.

"While in their origin economic problems were, in a sense, parely national, the
change which has been wrought by the World War and the great progres_s which has been
made in systems of communication, methods of travel and otherwise, has caused inter-
national relations to play a far larger part in present-day economic affairs than was
ever heretofore the case,

"One camnot overlook the fact that, fundamentally, politieal econamy in its
broadest sense, is the establishment of rules of conduct which tend to make national
and international relations, based upon trade, ex@kbge of goods, and methods of living,
flow currently along lines of least resistance so as to be productive of the best results
for humanity.,

"It would seem, therefore, that the vision of a modern Department of Political
Economy should be to inquire into and pursue the historic background of all great
economic movements, tracing their development and their effect upon national and inter-
national relations, manifesting their weaknesses and their strengths, and culling from
amongst them those which survive and merit such survival, and discarding those which
have demonstrated their uselessness, their purely temporary effect or their distinctly
local origin and application. Then, from this background, to develop new theories of
general applieation which can be demonstrated to be fundamental in operation and inter-
national in scope.
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"If these premises are correct, such a department cannot be launched with a crew
that is hidebound by existent theories or committed thereto by its writing or its
expressions. The hope of accomplishment lies more nearly in the principle that the
staffbe comprised of competent historians and a group of young economlists with the
capacity to accept or discard old theories and to develop from them new ideas which are
sufficiently elastic to permit net alone their present application but their future
adaptability."

Maass to Flexnmer:

"With respect to Professor Frankfurter's statement, I do not deem myself qualified
nor would I presume to comment thereon, However, I cannot agree entirely with kis point
of view, I feel so strongly that there is a histeric background upon which cempetent
unbiased economists can work, that I have written a memorandum of my owns, which I enclese
herewith, It is intended to be the expression of my belief that what we have in mind is
not mearly so hopeless as Professor Frankfurter pictures it, and that there exists a
structure upon which men ecan build with safety for the future .*

Flexner's answer to Mr. Maass:

*Thank you for your favor of November 5th with its enclosure, which I have read
several times with very keen interest., I am murb more struck by the similarities in the
views between Stewart, Frankfurter and yourself than by the disparities on which you
very rightly dwell. I am glad that the establishment of the department has really given
the members of the Board something to chew upon, and I hope that as the school develops
those of you who have had practical experience may give the Board your views just as
f reely and fully as those whose experience has been more academic in character."

Source: IAS Trustees - Maass, Herbert H,.
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SCHOOL OF MATHEMATICS Academic Organization
COMMITTEES (EXECUTIVE) Corporation
MORSE, MARSTON Biographical

Board authorized Director to present to Executive Committee
a nomination to School of Mathematics. No salary specified.
The Executive Committee didn't meet (no minutes) but was
polled by Flexner. Announcement of Morse released right after
November 8, 1934. (See Flexner to Maass, November 8, 1934).

D, Maass
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SCHOOL QOF ECONOMICS AND POLITICS Academic Organization

FRANKFURTER, FELIX Biographical
8w e WL Bol I¢L~ﬂ

This is the first paragraph of the letter of November 9, 1934,

which does not appear in the copy Weed sent Frankfurter.
W Y ’f;*\

"T am very glad to have the short statement of Professor
Frankfurter's ideas about economics. It is an original viewpoint and
important in supporting the contention, already accepted by the Board,
/that our proper attack on this wide subject should be through history."

Flexner's letter of November 10, 193l, Weed's of November 21, 193k,
Flexner's of November 23, 193, and Weed's of November 26, 193Y,
suggesting a personal co rence instead of bringing the subject up at a
Board meeting are all in g Director's file; also, Weeds letter of
December 6, 193, expressing appreciation that Flexner has referred the
.whole matter of the highs chool gf faculty angle to Veblen.

D pile, Weed, Lewis He, 1930-1940
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FLEXNER, A. Biographical
FRANKFURTER, FELIX

MARSOFAK SCHooc of E€oWomics + Po Iries PeR. OrcAW>RTir~

Flexner to Aydelotte, November 1, 193l4.

"T hate to bother you, but I hate it the less since I

may also be amusing you at the same time. Thils morning comes
Frankfurter's last word, which with my poor intelligence I am
utterly unable to understand in the light of the various

points he raised in connection with the trivial Marschak
proposal. As I reflect upon the whole correspondence, I realize
(1) that in writing to a lawyer I should have been much more
meticulous in saying what was in my mind, (2) that when I

said that it did not matter with whom we started, whether a
mathematical economist or any other kind of economist, I
' should have added that no extreme specialist could possibly
;start the school unless his range of interest went far beyond
(his specialty, but that would have seemed to me to be too obvious
to be stated. Dr. Welch organized the Johns Hopkins Heospital
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and the Medical School without ever having had a patient in
his life, but, though a pathologist, he had vision that
comprehended the whole field of medicine and public health.

The same is true of Simon, who, though nothing but a pathologist,
organized the Rockefeller Institute for Medical Research,

which includes clinical medicine, chemistry, bio-physics, and
no end of subjects of which Simon knows nothing, though he
appreciates theilr proper scope and place. Veblen, who has been
my mainstay in the School of Mathematics,.is a highly
specialized mathematician, but he has a vision that ranges over
the entire field, If I had said to Frankfurter that it
wouldn't make any difference with whom we started, provided in
addition to his special interest he had the vision of the

whole economic field, I might have avoided this correspondence,
but I doubt it."

File I-7
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LoD, wM. K. Blography
FLEXHER, A.
GENERAL Publis Relations

Wm. %, Dodd (Berlin) to Flexner (Princeten) Hev, 18, 1934

“Hany thanks for the cordial invitation which you wrote us on Ootober 30. I
think there will be nothing to prevent my appearing at Princeton on Jamuary 16. The State
Departsent has given its consent to makirg an sddress on hiotorical subjects. Since
there may Le some doubt as to my aclual appearance,; it may Lo well not Lo make annOUNCGe
ments untll arrival in Hew York. In faot, I would prefer thet no publiclty except in
Undversity clrcles be given to the matter. Hewever, I do not make s definite condition.
The reason is that so suny other invitations cwmme last year sfter it was known that I had
made a public address in Richmond., I lesve the matter therefore 1o you.

t"u

Flaxner (Frinceton) to Wm. 5. Dodd (Berlin) Dec. 5, 193

«»s "8 t0 publicity, he made the polnt that, if ne publicity was given to your address
heore, it would mean uncontrolled publicity, which might of course be unpleasant. The

relations of the University and the Institute to the press representatives bere is such
that, i we give them s notlee at any time, they will print exactly what we give them.
We need do nothing therefore until you arrive in this countyry. We can then arrange

some foym of announcement that is perfestly agreeable to you and also agree upon the
date vhen it is to be relsased,

QQQ”
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PRINCETCON UNIVERSITY Relaticns WOATI
PONTRJAGIN Biographical

Flexner to Veblen (Fine Hall, Princeton): Excerpt

",... Inasmuch as Lefschetz has committed the Institute, I think we ought to hold
$3,000 in reserve until we find out whether or not Pontrjagin can come next year. My
guess is that he will not come, and with that we may as well stop trying: you could
tell Lefschetz that you must have a final reply by March or April."

File IV-19
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SCHOOE OF ECONOMICS AND POLITICS Academic Organization
RIEFLER, WINFIELD W. _ Biographical

Proposed economic unit of the Institute for Agvanced Sgudye.
i

Filed in Chronological Fihe under 1934, 11/16.

D File, Riefler, Winfield W., 1934-39
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FROPOSED ECONOMIO UNIT
OF THE
INSTITUTE POR ADVANCED 3TUDY
There cen be little question of the urgent need for a more
profound underetanding of economic problems, The persistence of the precent
depresoion, ite intensity, the extent of economie disequilibrium which it hes
revealed, ite worlde-wide chermcter, snd the humen suffering in the form of
pustained unemployment by which it hae been accompanied, sll off'er incontro-
versible tectimony on this point. In the fleld of economiecs, the problem is
not whether there is emple seope for sdvanced study, but rather how such study
can beet be implemented, for the guelity of the humen need ls such as to cell
for all of the intelligence which we un bring to its solution.

The parsmount problem of economics today 1o to reformulate ite
basie thinking to the point where it can offer an euthoritetive explenation
of the preeent worldewide peralyvis. As compered with this problem, the
', dostrinel disputes of predepression yeare fade into inesignificence. o
special school, no particular type of logical analysis, indicated the immanence
t of & breakdown such es this prior to 1929, nor has the course of events since
thet time eapeoially justified the spproach on which any one pgroup was worldng.
( We have, in fact, no central core of avcepted verifisble generalizae
5 ~ tione in this field cuch se are found in the other major intellectual diseiplines.
{ There is no unity, therefore, in the verious subdivisions of intensive specialie
zetions, nor ie there n coumon body of logle 4o serve se intellectual tools in
the development of new hypotheses on the frontlers of advenced study. As a
result there ies confuelon in aceredited professional economic judgment upon
almost any ﬁjw problem that is posed. Thie hes been partioularly emphasized
during the past few years of divdrgent counsels when economists, as a group,
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have almost universelly falled to spesk with an autheritetive volse either
in their enslyses of the course of events or in thelr proposals for their
smeliorstion of cure., Instead, when professionsl counsel was most urgently
demended, economiscte have been Tound widely divided even upon questioms of
basie import where professional competence could be precumed to be fimel.

One sourse of this sonfusion ic found in the fallure of current
economios to take adequately into seccount 'tha dominating cherasterintice of
economic sooiety in the twentieth century. Thet part of our present theory
which is cerefully worked out and logiecally erticulated is based ecsentielly
on the economio processes and relationships which were prevalent in our
soclety a century or more ago. Moot of the resources of the cormmnity were
then occupied with the produstion, distribution and consumption of perishable
commodities, such es food end elothing, end the major attention of economiste
was directed towerd sn shslysis of economiec phensmens mosoclated with the
norkets for such poods. During the years lrmedistely preceding the depression,
on the other hand, fully one~half of our production of so:moditles soncisted |
of durable poods, the merkets for which differ widely in thelir behavior from
those merkets upon which most ecomomiec analysis has been based. This change
sells for a re-snalysis of economic data, e new development of economic theory.
Such an enalyeis will run to the hesrt of all of the phenomena sscocisted with
the current brealkdewn., It will require, however, the crention of new intellec
tusl tools in sddition to those with which economists sre now working. By cons
sentrating on this spprosch end by developing syctemetically all of the varied
fecete which it will umcover, the Inotitute oan reessonably hope to meke a ;
major advense in economic theory during the next decade.

The lopicsl toole, the generslizetions,and the resesrch methods
with which sdvenced students in the field are row worldng, fall in genersl into
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three broad catsporieot

(1)

@

&)

Ooumodity or price system studies whish conceive of owr

poonomio syctem ss one regulsted by the free interplay

of coste and prices. To gid in the snalysis of this intere

play, there is aveilable a highly refined body of loglesl

Wﬂimﬁma with respect to merkets for perishable
commodities end to supply end demand relatienshipe for

these sommodities, peneraliszations which were developed

end emphesized during the so-celled e¢lassical period of

economic studys

Monetery etudies, which, becsuse modern economlc soeiety
ie orgenised slong pecuniery lines in vhich financiel
phenomens are especlally lmportent, regerd movements of
nmw and oredit ae of paremount significence. Students

in this genersl field also have the aid of a highly
m ded body of logical imations, but they ere
£ the most pert gemeralizetions based upon snalysis and
observation of a world-wide money merket for chort~tern
eredit instrusents, unifled by a gold standard, and regu-

: iaWbyeWﬂm They do not teke sdequately into

aogount the influence of the sapital merimio.

tuantitative or statistiscal studies, which ere still in
the empirical stage, possessing as yet no body of logicel
generalisstions and few expliclt seounptions of an economie
character, Seonomists in thie field have wncovered the

problem of economic fluctustions snd have charted their move-

mente. They have contributed little ns yet, however, to an

understanding of thelr causes, thelr prevention or thelr cure.

the caption "The Problem of Durable Gooda.*®

It is proposed, therefore, thet the Institute for Advenced Study

; : attack this problem by developing e sustained inguiry into that group of
unsolved economle questions which are assoclated with the current stagnation
in the durable goods industries and vhich sre now looeely eggrepsted under

Such an stteck hes the advantage

thet 1% 1o sufflclently limited to be specific st & time when & more peneral
approach might be drowned in the prevalling confusion of thought; that it le
sufficlently undeveloped to reguire expleration, and finally that 1t is
sufficlently basic to afford hope thet it will dieclose the key which will

lead to n reformulation and closer articulation of economic theory.
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Its importence has become increasingly spparent to economlets
during the course of the present depression which haso been pertieularly
associated with merkets for dursble poods. On looking backward it now
appesrs thet these scame phenomens were more generally characteristio of
previous &ummm than was formerly recognized. If one can look forwerd
to an sventus) recumption of the besic economie trends which have eccompenied
the rise of industrieliem during the psst eentury. it is a tenable asouwaption
thet future economie repercussions, erising out of stoppeges in the flow of
dureble goods, will be éven grester than at prepent, since the reletive pro-
portion of our total ecomomie activity which is represented by the durable
goods industries 15 bound to inorease with rising industrial efficiency and
the growth of productivity. In other words, a high standsrd of living implies
& heavy conceniretion of economie resources in durable goods indugtries, end
e rising stendard of living of necessity increases the genersl hevee ettending
maledjustmente in these industries.

' It 1o sefe to assume, therefore, that inmlecting the problem of
the peonomics of durable goode for solution, the Imstitute would be exploring
not only & factor thet is now recognized es of mejor importance in the present
breskdown but in sddition one which will probebly beceme of increasing importences

There are found in thie problem mmercus fields for highly intensive
specinlized research, for dursble poode inelude not only capital poods, but
eleo publie works, replacement capital goods end consumere dureble goods. Easch
of these categories now represents individuelly large elements of our economy,
ond together meke up over one-half of the total. The factors, coclial and
sconomic, which determine whether there is or is not 2 demend for goods of this
charscter, o & long way olso towerd determining the extent of unemployment,
end the rate of activity of our entire economie system. They have come to
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ocoupy , therefore, & position st least equal in importance with fsstors
common to merkets for mrimahla cormodities end deserve mn equslly thorough
exploration et the hando of economlste,

The logical factors which should govern the demand for cepital
goods, for exmmple, ¢an be enalyzed, even though their spplication to specifie
sltustions is difrieult since investment in such goods is nseesserily based
upon en imperfect cepitelizetion of an estimeted return in an unclear and
wforesesable future. In the cese of consumers dureble goods, on the other
hend, such es hounes, eutomobiles, etc., the existence of demand is partly
soelal in cherscter, e reflection of the standerd of living and subject to
chengee in style. These widely differing merkets, therefore, will require
eorrespondingly different enalyeis.

M example of the type of theoreticsl problem posed by the
developuent of o dominent industry devoted to consumers dursble goods is
offered by the recent sxperience of the motor industry, where in 1932 wides
spread unemployment snd distress prevailed throughout all the industries that
partieipete in the menufecture of automobiles. The stagnetion in the merket
for new cars, however, did not imply thet the imerican people, es & whole,
were using less sutomotive trensportation then in predepression years, The
consumption of gesoline in 1932 in famct would seem to indicate reletively
1ittle decline in the sctusl uce of sutomobiles in thet year. Automobiles,
however, were durable goods, and this single feet permitted the Americen
people to contimue to consume sutomeblles even though they were not cwrrently
produsing them. In other worde, the Americen economy had developed this
importent industry to the point vhere e sustained and effective demand for
consumption was not of iteelf eufficlient to csll forth an egually effective
and contimous demsnd for employment in the mamfacture of the srtlele consumeds
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The preponderating importence of durable goods as such opens
up for exploration s further equally important field in their reletion to
8 ¢redit economy, for durable pgoods by their nature reprevent large ﬂmna&gl
commitments and in most ceses require almost of necessity the availability
of & loen merket, Any basic study of dursble goods as such, therefore, leads
directly and reslistically inte & study of savings end investment, of security
ond mortzepge merkets, of benks end finence sompanies, end, finally, of money
merkets , mmwmmxxmxmxﬁmmmx
foraign oxchenges snd currencies.

M : Mnﬁthm. as we have irherited it, this aspect of monetary
problems has recelved far teo litile sttention. Our monetary theory today
hes not yet deperted fundsmentally in ite thinidng from a finencial structure
in which the preponderating elements consist of (1) a currecy based on gold,
(2) deposit-sreating sommerelal banks dealing in self-liquideting commercial
peper, (3) central banks regulating through a shortetera rediscount rete the
volume of deposits crested by these benks, snd () en international pold
standard to govern the motivitdes of sentrsl bamks, In theory under this
pleture, the vhole economlic structure 1o meintained in equilibrium through
novements of gold which, on the one hand, are governed by the response of
foreimm trade to relative commodity price levels, and, on the other hand,
through their erfecte on centrel benks set in motion forces to maintain thece
price levels in equilibrium. Any reslistic exemination of this enalysis in
the light of today's conditions reveals ite inadequecies and its reletive
neglect of the major imetitutions snd forces thet play on the financisl merkets.
In point of faect, a reslistic ctudy of the balance of paymento today reveals
thet the 4istridution of pold is infinitely wore affected by large ﬁamn‘u
of capitel items of & highly unstable charscter than by trade in commodities
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of a type to be senvitive to small chenges in relative price levels.

These examples ere eufficient to illustrate the basic nature of
an approech to our economie theory from the stendpoint of durable goods. Owr
precent theory io besed essentially on an economic svclety in which durable
goods activities play e minor role. In a sociely such es oure where they have
achieved prepondersnve, & fresh approsch is indicated with respect both to the
commodity mnalyels, end alse with reopect to the "money surface of things,"
en approach which must take inte sceount the sesential importance of whole
sreas of the estmomic sceme not yet sufficlently explored. An atteck on the
problem from this angle gives every promice of being more besic than the work
now being dome end also of serving to unify work of a pertiel neture in seversl
major segments of the fleld.

The grestost flexibility in organization and detail will be
necessary if e major approsch slong these lines is to heve & reasonable chance
of success. A group of economists of outstending quality, capable of rethinking
end reformuleting awa theory ls essentlal, It should be built up as
ocoasion warrents on the basis of the quality of the individusl concerned and
the nature of the thinlking which he sen bring to the progrem. If a center of
real thinking in ebtablished, there will be no difficulty in persuading such
individuals to joln in the quest, nor will there be eny lasck of close contact
with the universitice.

For thie group to develop anything more solid than highly conjec~
tural hypotheses, they must be granted special facilities. The projest will
require not only a careful formuletion of specific problems to be tested but
aleo an extensive reliance upon statistical dete mich of which is not now availe
able, One of the tasks of the Economie Unit of the Institute will be the develope
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ment of statisties capable of alding in the solutlion of its prebleus,
statlotics which muet of neceseity be produced in the main by large govern~
mental stetistical and resesrch buresus in this country and sbrosd. In this
1t will gadn help from some of the endowed resesroh imnstitutions snd the
universities. 7o meke this date available end usable in Princeton the Institute
should contemplete from the beginning the establishment of a omall statistical
research end clerical otaff, It should also contemplate that its faculiy or
group heve mm:aimt freedom to keep in close personal somtact with the
statistionl end research centers where the besic meterisls ere being forged.
This may require travel end st times possibly extended ebsences from Princeton.
There will be little ccope for formal classes, or for students as such, but
emple opportunity for close contact between intellectusl workers on a common
group of projecte of high promise. Part of this group will be brought to
Princoton, part will be working mm undversities, and an importent pert
will be located at centers of umulmd resesrch, The Institute should not
concelve of iteelf ss a location bub rether as & source of mental ferment
enbracing all of the advanced studerts in this field.
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S8CHOOL CF LECONOMICS AND POLITICS Academic Opganization
RIEFLER, W, Biographical

FLEXNER, A,

Reports, School of Economics and Politics,
Filed in Vertical File under School of Hconomics,and Politiecs,"S%

.8 IAS Beonomics & Politics, 1934=39
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AYDELOTTE, F. ‘ Biographical

GENERAL maucational Institutions

an

Aydelotte was Chairman of/Advisory Board, or at least was the
first member mentioned on its letterhead to The First Choosing-A-Career
Conference K@f for college men and women... Juyne 20k 27, 20 &t
L. Bamberger and Company, Newark, New Jersey. The rest of the advisory
board consisted of presidents and deans of the various colleges and
universities in the east middle states and New England.

| 2% W .

A letter of November 17, 1980 from Aydelotte to Bamberger indicates

that Aydelotte served on the committee at Bamberger's request.

O-r

A File, Bamberger, Lewis ), | W v,
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SCHOOL OF ECONOMICSIAND POLITICS Academic Organization
RIEFLER, W. Biographical
STEWART, W.W.

Prof. Stewart to Dr. Flexner:

%T am very much impressed with the memorandum Riefler setn you. It seems to me a
cogent and effective presentation of his case and T am persuaded that in making a start,
, it is probably wise to select some field of interest and use the problems in that field
as a basis for selecting personnel and of establishing some unity in the work. Whether
the problem which Riefler has outlined is the problem is another question. From the form
N of his memorandum, I judge that with him it is a matter of 'love me, love my problem'.
In this decision he may be wise though it forces us to a decision as to whether we want
both him and his problem. He has the advantages of youth, energy, enthusiasm and
intelligence and has apparently reached the stage of intellectual maturity where he is
{possessed with a problem. In economics, my preference runs toward someone who is
possessed with some concrete problem but who is prepared to deal with its general
' implications. This seems to me to furnish the best hope of escaping from the vagueness
1 (of superficiality which has affected so much current work in economics and of
establishing a freshf approach.”
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SCHOOL OF ECONOMICS AND POLITICS Academic Organization
MARSCHAK Biographical
RIEFIER, W,
FLEXNER, A. “

ADAMS, W. G. S. (?Warden All Souls College,
Oxford ?)

Adams to Flexner, November 29, 193l.

Adams is answering “lexner's question as to whether
inviting Marschak to visit the Institute to be considered for
& position would be hurtful to Marschak's standing. He
raises thigbn account of Frankfurter's objections, "I do not
see that so doing would in any way prejudice his chance as a
candidate for the Readership in Statistics and I do feel very
stronly that the most should be made of Marschak and that
nothing should be done to stand in the way of his kxx having
such a rare experience as you can make possible." He suggests

-

ety ‘ 0 oy

e, PYTN L ﬂﬂgﬂmw.w(,‘.ﬁ.(*‘[‘ totdon)
Mok b wha T leedmone b i blnalds  W/o
S)aii.,ﬁym‘;z,‘,,, N‘FW\;’; W &‘1M Voot b ol

{ T{Lm& e, )
also making it clear that he is not of fering a position or that
he is not standing in the light of All Souls,

He also suggesta a new form of cooperation between the
Institute and Oxford as follows: A Readership in Statistics
will receive an appointment in the coming year. The appointment
Will be in the hands of a University Board, then the field will
be open. Marschak may well be a candidate. In considering his
application, undoubtedly, says Adams, much as they want to do
for emigrees, they will not let them stand in the way of younger
men, British, whoe qualify, Adams suggests that they have an 1A
Associate Director who would keep in close touch with the work
at Oxford and spend a term at Oxford from time to time, but would

xEkxEhexganaxEiknexhexakxkhaxInskkkxksx at other times be at the
Institute, receiving a much smaller honorarium from the Institute.

Flexner to Adams, January 15, 1935,

He says that Riefler has been appointed to the School of

Economics and Politics as Professor in the interim, and that he
| will not ask Marschak to comewithout consulting Riefler. (Did

Riefler veto the suggestion?
D File, A=l (W. Ge S Adams)
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COMMITTEES (EXECUTIVE) Corporation
FRANKFUR TER, F. Biographical

AYDELOTTE, F.
FIEXNER, A.

MARSCHAK

Frankfurter to Aydelotte.

"Flexner tells me that he has whown you correspondence
that-he and I have had regarding the Marschak proposal. Since
this matter to my way of thinking involves very serious issues
affecting the Institutee...I should Z%éke you to see the whole of

the correspondence. I Will trouble to return ite.."

There followed correspondence with Aydel otte by Frenkfurtere

Aydelotte away due to mother's illness and death, and replied
ultimately with the letter of December 21, 1934 which Flexner
so vigorously opposed in the letter of December 2. to Aydelotte
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in the same file insisting that his action on Marschak was not
administrative but part of his creative role in the Institute.
To this Aydelotte replied with a telegram to Flexner: "Deeply
regret unfortunate phrasing of my letter especially utter
failure to convey intense admiration I feel for your leadership
and importance of not allowing trivial causes of friection to
hinder you in realization of your great vision. I hope talk
with you Princeton or New York before January meeting or 1f
easier for you could go Florida tomorrow or Mondgy for two or
three days which would do me no harm. F. A"

To this Flexner replied with a letter of December g)_,? {
asking Aydelotte'!s pardon for taking exception to his letter, 'y

and suggesting that 1f Aydelotte writes Frankfurter, "Dort ';
send me a copy of the letter and should you speak with him b
dontt s end me a report. I want you %o feel free to do as you 3
please-=you owe me no account of your doings." Flexmer 1is {
in Floridae - bk

Frankfurter sought an interview with Aydelotte before the
Board meeting of January li. It seems obvious that he intended
to oppose the apppintment of Riefler, though the matter is not
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mentioned. apparently the conference did not materialize
since Aydelotte was busy.

Then followed the episode of January 16, etc., Frankfurter!
letter to Riefler, and so forth. -

February 18, Aydelotte %o Frankfurter. Regrets Frankfurter
found it possible to write to Riefler. Thinks he made a
pad mistake., Sorry he is parting company from Flexmer "on
jsgsues which do not seem important in comparison with the
great creative job he is doing and toward which he has already
\})made such & wonderful beginninge." (Ibide)

Frankfurter missed a meeting appointed abt SBwarthmore for
him by Aydelotte early in Marcho. It was finally arranged and
sec mprEx Aydelotte!s notes of conference, March 19. After thatb,
the matter went in formal channelse.

Frankfur ter wrote a formal letter to Aydelotte April 3, 1935,
laying out his reasons for doing what he did in the Riefler
case and argulng it on a legal point of view, again beinging in
the Marschak pmimk question, asserting that he has no 8 elf-right eousnes
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but no qualms of conscience. His term is expiring andhe is
not going to resign since 1t would imply a confession of

“wrong-doing which he does not feel, This letter is ment to

both Stewart and Leidesdorf. There is no meeting of the
Committee since it can't make satisfactory date, but they all
agree that Frankfurter should not be reported., Flexner
commented on the letter of the 3rd from Frankfurter in a letter
of April 9 in the file, indicating that the danger of Aydelotte's
position is that he said in his letter of April 3: “From this
(1t will appear that I wrote to Riefler in accordance with the
|practice I have been following ever since I have been a member
of the faculty." /Frankfurfer points out that this is a danger
to any Board of .Trustees and any Director. He rehearses some
of the painful correspondence with Frankfurter which he s aid
dated almost from the time Frarkfurter became a Trusteee,

(A point which I have observed in Frankfurter's correspondence).
Framkfurter characterized his correspondence in the spring of

1934 and in the Marschak affair as informal and "gentle."
He characterized Frankfurter's as that of a peitifogging lawyer.
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After the Board took its action on the recommendation of
the Nominating Committee and for all that the Minutes reflext,
took 1t unanimously, Aydelotte informed Frankfurter t hat hmx
his name had not been presented by the Nominating Committee, and
that the Nominating Committee had recommended the re-election
of Straus and Flexner only. He had previously informed
Frankfurter of the consensus of the Nominating Committee on
this matter. (4i7}

On May 6 Frankfurter to Aydelotte, saying that he had been
told "thabie had been credibly informed that members of the
Board were told that I had t'preserved the right, after a
disagreement with the Board, on any subject, to discuss that
with a revelant person afterwards.!" This the members of the
Nominating Committee and the Board -said was not true. When
Frankfurter defended himsalf in this imkksly letter, he quoted
not the passage 1in his letter of April 3, but his passage on
his practice as a Faculty member in the letter of January 16
to Riefler. The matter died down when Leidesdorf, Stewart, and
Flexner and Maass all disavoited any such report to t he Board,
and Aydelotte sosrinformed Frankfurter. v/ 4 4
A, Frankfurter, Felix

il
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SCHOOL OF ECONOMICS AND POLITICS Academic Organization
FLEXNER, A. Biographical
EARLE, E. M.

: They have correspondence on whether or not to "stake all
\the Institute's chips on one card in economic research, the durable
'goods industry. Earle thinks it 4s the most important single
'factor in the economy, and cites Veblen, Thorstein to support it.
Yot he does not want to see all the eggs put in one basket. Flexner
responds that he favors being more cautious also. "Frankfurter
.. pointed out 1in his memorendum that the great contributions to
Q'fpolitical thought had been made by beginning the study of contempor-
* | aneous problems." The most precious thing one can do is to leave
W'  the person appdinted alone and let him find out. Frankfurter
also pointed out that one of the great difficulties in the way of
“(straight economic &hinking is the vogue of economic slogans~-=free
trade, protection, sound money, etco

D File, Earle, Eo Me, 1931-35
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SCHOOL OF ECONOMICS AND POLITICS Academic Organization
FLEXNER, A. Biographiceal
EARLE, E. M.
RIEFLER WINFIELD W,
STEWART, WALTER W.

Flexner to Earle, December 3, 19343
m BREXBR

Riefler is far from thinking that the durable goods approach
is the only approach to economic phenomena. He and Walter Stewart
agree that it is one which opens up in a concrete way questions of
money, credit, etc. On the other hand, Riefler ways if he came to

the Institute, he would want to lie fallow for six months or a
year, as it is quite possible that something new or even more
promising would occur to him. Riefler and Stewart both think that

Z attacking one problem may open up other vistas, witness Pasteur
Working on bad beer discoverdd modern bacteriology. Riefler's

notions are not those of the Brookings Institution, because
Brookings has always had its eye open to application; therefore,
it has taken a short-ranged, view.

Riefler, Stewart, and Walton Hamilton take exactly the
' opposite point of view, selecglng a problem, but being utterly
' indifferent where it carries one or what happens in politics or
. industry in consequence of the theoretic results to which it may

llead.

D File, Earle, Edward M., 1931-35
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9 November
SCHOOL OF BCONOMICL AND POLITICS Acadenic Organlization
RIEFLER, We Wo Biographical

FLEXNER 4 Aq
EARLE, E, M,

Pirst memo from Hlefler on I, A, 8, economies program
(potential) Flexner tells Harle that durable goodsapproach
(approved by Btewart too) is in their minds not the whole but
the most useful nowe (Flexner to Harle, 12/3/34)

Memo is filed in the Vertical File under Economics and
Politiecs, School of.

Harle's papers
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SCHOOL OF ECONOMICS AND POLITICS
LINDSAY, A. D.
FLEXNER. A.

Memo on social studies.

D, Institute Organization

12/6

ACademic Organization

Bioegraphical
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EARLE, E. M. Biographical
FLEXNER, A,

Earle to Flexne, December 10, 19341 "Dear Abe,

"Every year at about this time I get out my files and read
the enclosed letterg and telegram. They have me great joy four
years ago, and they still do. You and Ben have been the most

| wonderful of friends, and what I should have done without you I
' don't know.

! "I have been having a very trying time the past mohth or

80. I'm really very sick right now, and I sometimes wonder--much
against my will--whether I ever shall be well again. This
pneumothorex has been a techniga& success, but it has certainly
made me feel a great deal worse rather than better., Last xEm
spring and summer I really seemed to be much better, so I hope you
will not feel I have betrayed you and the Institute if all does

not turn out as well as we then hoped. Of course I shall continue
to do everything I can to get well, as you know, I shan't surrender.,

"7 write Bee very 1itt%eiabo%gnhg¥ ieizel.BuE?SEE éill L&
$ther in Prince S o _
nozgiggm:hZoziéagg 3111 let you know her own impressions when
se

she returns East. :
ram. L1 prize
"please return the enclosed letter and teleg

them highlye.

uw be spending the holidays? Wherever you

n all yo
Where sha l Vo fectionate thoughts.

are, you will have my

Always yours,

Eq"

D File, Earle, Edward M., 1931=-35
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MARSCHAK Biographical
FIEXNER, A.

Flexner to Aydelotte, December 12, 193,

"T have had a long letter from Adams of a most
charming and cobperative kind. It appears from this letter
that, if Marschak is to come over to the United States, the

| best time would be the spring vacation. Such being the case,
| there will be no need of an Executive Committee meeting to

| consider the matter in advance of the regular Board meeting
' which comes on January 1L,"

( ) l'T\'~— A

File I-7
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WEED, LOUIS H. Biographical
VEBLEN, OSWALD '
FLEXNER, A.
Veblen (Fine Hall, Princeton) to Flexner (Princeton):
Flexner placed 5 people connected with IAS Math. group in positions where they
could be useful. Veblen feels action Jjustified--"Every one of us feels it to be a

part of his problem to help these men and women to find jobs when they are ready for
‘them."--has no influence on their scientific work, but Dr. Weed has misgivings.

File IV-19
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SCHOOL OF ECONOMICS AND POLITICS Academic Organization
FLEXNER, A. Biographical
AYDELOTTE, F.

FRANKFURTER, FELIX

Bl Bhlode 1\\’3 o \3,*‘\

Flexner has submitted his correspondence regarding the
Marschaﬁk affair, and his proposed moves in the School of Economics and
Politiecs to Aydelotte. Frankfurter, likewise, has been in correspondence
with Aydelotte over his differences with [lexner. (This is the material
which has been photostated from Frankfurter's records in the Vertical File,
and is duplicated in the Director's file on Felix Frankfurter).

In a letter from Flexner to Aydelotte, December 2l, 1934, Flexner
tekes exception to statements which Aydelotte made to Frankfurter in
commenting on the issues. See Flexner's statements, page 3, of that letters

rejecting the concept of himself as Administrator, and taking the role of
creator. P el ;

L Also see pages 6 to 8 in the same letter for a rmEREEXR recapitulation
of the reports to the Board which Flexner has made on the development of
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his ideas and concepts respecting appointments to economics.

He suggests that Aydelotte was too kind to Frankfurter in making
what concessions he did, and that he finally reviewse the matter and
mame to a firmer conclusion in correspondence with Frankfurter.

"The truth is that Frankfurter has proved himself a trouble-maker.

I value his wisdom, learning, and experience, but he is not the only person
who possesses those qualifications. I also value RERXIRE¥YX harmony,
cooperation, candor, as I think you well know, and in the interests of the
Institute and my successor, I think that we c gSecure all the qualities
above mentioned, in some of which Frankfurter/qiite plainly constitutionally
deficient. I do not intend that the beautiful spirit which has

\ characterized the work of Princeton, and which has characterized/%gg EgEkglon
of Trustees until Frankfurter's advent should be marred by him...

i "That I regard as my duty, and I shall continue to do so. That there

shall bé no bettifogging lawyer!g to create irritation or intrigue as long

as I am Pirector of the Institute." He then s ays that he cannot imagine

how violent would be the reaction of a Mr., Gates or a Dr. Buttrick, had

any Trustee on their Boards taken such steps as Frankfurter has. 3

A File, Frankfurter, Felix
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