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Preface

My interest in Martin Schreiner dates back to the late 1990s, and it was sparked by 
my work on the history of Muʿtazilism. Looking into the modern history of schol-
arship on the movement, I was struck by Schreiner’s pathbreaking studies: he was 
the  rst (and for long time the only) scholar to consult writings by both Jewish 
and Muslim Muʿtazilites.1 Later, when I was invited to write a scholarly biogra-
phy of Moshe Perlmann (1905–2001) for a memorial volume in his honor in the 
mid-200s,2 I became engaged with another aspect of Schreiner’s work – namely, 
interreligious polemics and the legal and social status of Jews in the lands of Islam. 
Perlmann had not only published in 1983 Schreiner’s Gesammelte Schri�en; his 
entire scholarly oeuvre was largely inspired by Schreiner’s earlier work. In particu-
lar, Perlmann’s two most important publications, critical editions and translations 
of Samawʾal al-Maghribī’s Ifḥām al-yahūd and Ibn Kammūna’s Tanqīḥ al-abḥāth, 
concerned works that Schreiner had already dealt with.3

1 He was also one of the  rst to realize the intimate relation between kalām and legal theo-
ry (uṣūl al-�qh); see, e. g., Schreiner, “Zur Geschichte des Aśʿaritenthums,” pp. 95 �.; Appendix I, 
letter 2. See also Schwarb, “Uṣūl al-�qh im jüdischen kalām,” p. 78.

2 Schmidtke, “Moshe Perlmann: A Scholarly Biography”; Schmidtke, “Moshe Perlmann: List 
of Writings and Publications.”

3 Perlmann excluded from the Gesammelte Schri�en Schreiner’s partial edition of Ifḥām al-
yahūd (“Samauʾal b. Jaḥjâ al-Maġribî”), of which Perlmann had produced a critical edition (to 
which he refers in Gesammelte Schri�en, p. 638), as well as Schreiner’s contributions in the Ger-
man Jewish press and, of course, his Hungarian publications. In the introduction to the Gesam-
melte Schri�en, Perlmann does not specify his selection criteria and simply states: “The present 
volume is a collection of the scholarly writings of a researcher whose productive period embraces 
the years 1885–1902, and whose work was primarily centered on the medieval Islamic world and 
the life of the Jews within it” (Gesammelte Schri�en, p. vii). Perlmann also added an appendix to 
Gesammelte Schri�en, at the beginning of which he explains (p. 627): “The editorial work con-
sisted of: 1) correcting misprints, mistakes, etc., partly in accordance with the author’s notes.” 
There is no further explanation of what he means by “the author’s notes,” but the remark sug-
gests that Perlmann had access to o�prints with Schreiner’s handwritten corrections, at least for 
some of the studies included in the volume. In some cases, Perlmann explicitly quotes Schreiner’s 
later additions to some of the studies; e. g., Gesammelte Schri�en, pp. 649, 650, 669. Perlmann’s 
library catalog, which exclusively lists books and excludes o�prints, contains just a single title by 
Schreiner, “Der Kalâm in der jüdischen Literatur.” See Catalogue of Moshe Perlmann’s Library: 1) 
Works in European Languages other than Russian, p. 160.
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In December 2009 I had the opportunity to consult the Martin Schreiner Ar-
chive at the NLI,4 which, together with the Moritz Lazarus and the Leopold Zunz 
Archives, had been salvaged from Berlin and in 1939 brought to Israel, where it was 
eventually deposited at the Jewish National and University Library (JNUL; today 
the National Library of Israel [NLI]).5 I prepared an inventory of its holdings.6
When going through the archive, I was struck by the richness of the material – I 
encountered an advanced book manuscript by Schreiner, Systematische Religions-
philosophie (Grundzüge einer jüdischen Religionsphilosophie); several close-to-
 nal dra¶s of articles, some in German and some in Hungarian, that never made it 
into print; inventories of Schreiner’s personal library; his study notes and papers; 
and his many transcriptions of manuscripts from Leiden, Berlin, Gotha, Vienna, 
and other places. Since my  rst consultation of the material,7 the Martin Schreiner 
Archive has been reinventorized under the auspices of the collaborative German-
Israeli project “Traces and Treasures: Preserving and Exploring German-Jewish 
Collections in Israeli Archives,”8 and its individual sections have been assigned 
new shelf marks.9 Moreover, in recent years a number of scholars have published 
on aspects of Schreiner’s scholarly oeuvre, invariably from within Jewish studies,10

and one of Schreiner’s studies – Beiträge zur Geschichte der theologischen Bewe-
gungen im Islâm, his most comprehensive contribution to the intellectual history 
of Islam, originally published in the Zeitschri� der Deutschen Morgenländischen 

4 ARC. Ms. Var. 347, Martin Schreiner Archive, NLI (henceforth abbreviated as Martin 
Schreiner Archive).

5 Weil, “Das Zunz-Archiv,” pp. 148–150; Litt, “Zeugnisse,” pp. 204–207. See also below, 
n. 878.

6 Schmidtke, “ARC. Ms. Var. 347 Martin Schreiner Archive.” A description of the Martin 
Schreiner Archive was already included in Lessing, Maurer, and Rosenthal, “Archivbestände.” 
The earliest inventory of Schreiner’s papers was prepared in 1905 and is nowadays part of the 
Martin Schreiner Archive under the title Verzeichnis der Handschri�en des Herrn Dr. Martin 
Schreiner (ARC. Ms. Var. 347 04 05); see Appendix VI.

7 I had the opportunity to inspect the Martin Schreiner Archive again in situ in 2012, 2016 
and 2018, and I received digital images of most parts of the archive in 2022.

8 For the project and some of its results, see Levy, “Orientalist Collections”; Levy, “Archive as 
Storyteller.” See also “Traces and Treasures.”

9 See, e. g., Greenstein, “The 19th-Century Jewish Orientalist.” It is the new shelf mark system 
that is used throughout this study.

10 Turán, “Martin Schreiner”; Fraisse, “Martin Schreiner’s Unpublished Systematic Philos-
ophy of Religion”; Greenstein, “The 19th-Century Jewish Orientalist”; Schmidtke, “Scribal Prac-
tices”; Turán, Ignaz Goldziher, pp. 213–215 (I thank Tamás Turán for having made his book ac-
cessible to me prior to its publication). In addition, Antal Babits presented a paper, “Klein Mór vs. 
Schreiner Márton és Spiegler Gyula bölcselete,” at a conference entitled “A Magyar zsidó szemle 
első öt évfolyamáról” (November 17, 2015, Magyar Tudomány Ünnepe). This was not accessible 
to me.
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Gesellscha� (ZDMG) in two installments in 1898 and 1899 – was recently trans-
lated into Arabic.11

Besides my work on the contents of the Martin Schreiner Archive, I began to 
search for additional sources on Schreiner’s biography and scholarly trajectory. 
Epistolary exchanges are typically one of the most revealing sources about schol-
ars of this period, and in Schreiner’s case the mother lode of pertinent information 
is his correspondence with his former teacher and mentor Ignaz Goldziher (1850–
1921), of which 157 letters from Schreiner to Goldziher written between 1884 and 
1901 are held by the Library of the Hungarian Academy of Sciences (LHAS). Since 
Goldziher was also acquainted with many of Schreiner’s colleagues and students, 
especially those in Berlin, Goldziher’s correspondence with some of them pro-
vides additional insights into Schreiner’s character and fate. However, the picture 
o�ered by the correspondence remains fragmentary  – Schreiner apparently did 
not keep any letters he received, and none of Goldziher’s letters to Schreiner have 
come down to us. With a few exceptions, this also holds true for Goldziher’s letters 
to Schreiner’s colleagues and students in Berlin in which he talks about Schreiner. 
Moreover, since until 1902 Schreiner and Goldziher met regularly in person, the 
correspondence reÈects only a portion of their ongoing conversation. Schreiner 
also corresponded with others, but only a fraction of this material has been pre-
served.12 Within this material, the twenty letters he wrote to Moritz Steinschneider 
(1816–1907) between 1886 and 1897 are particularly important.13

11 Schreiner, Min tārīkh al-ḥarakāt al-dīniyya fī l-Islām. The translator, the Syrian Mahmoud 
Kabibo (1941–2020), had received part of his academic training in Bonn, Germany, and translat-
ed a number of publications by German Orientalists, including Hans A. Winkler’s (1900–1945) 
Siegel und Charaktere in der muhammedanischen Zauberei (al-Rumūz wa-l-ṭalāsim ʿinda l-Mus-
limīn; originally published in 1930, Arabic translation published in Baghdad in 2013), selections 
from Max von Oppenheim’s (1860–1946) Vom Mittelmeer zum Persischen Golf durch den Haurän, 
die Syrische Wüste und Mesopotamien (al-Durūz; originally published in 1899–1900, Arabic trans-
lation published in London in 2006), Oscar Reuther’s (1880–1954) Das Wohnhaus in Bagdad und 
anderen Städten des Irak (al-Bayt al-ʿIrāqī fī Baghdād wa-mudun ʿIrāqiyya ukhrā; originally pub-
lished in 1910, Arabic translation published in London in 2006), Heinz Halm’s Die Schia (al-Shīʿa; 
originally published in 1988, Arabic translation published in Baghdad in 2011), Tilman Nagel’s 
Geschichte der islamischen Theologie von Mohammed bis zur Gegenwart (Tārīkh ʿilm al-kalām al-
islāmī min al-nabī Muḥammad ḥattā al-waqt al-ḥāḍir; originally published in 1994, Arabic trans-
lation published in Beirut in 2018), and others.

12 A critical edition of Schreiner’s correspondence with Goldziher is in preparation by Sa-
bine Schmidtke and Dora Zsom. See also Scheiber, “Zeugnisse,” o�ering a small selection from 
the Schreiner-Goldziher correspondence in German translation; and Turán, “Martin Schrein-
er,” pp. 77–81, o�ering English translations of Schreiner’s letters to Goldziher of 11 May 1887 and 
21 December 1887.

13 For a critical edition of Schreiner’s letters to Steinschneider, see Appendix I.
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Schreiner led a consistently solitary life. Although he traveled regularly through-
out continental Europe, especially a¶er moving to Berlin in 1894, he mostly visit-
ed his family back in his hometown Nagyvárad and in Kovászna, Goldziher in 
Budapest, his preferred summer resort Norderney,14 apparently Vienna, where he 
had some acquaintances in whom he con ded, and a few other destinations. It is 
doubtful that he ever traveled as far as England,15 and he never went to the Near 
East.16 There is also no indication that he ever attended a scholarly conference, 
such as the International Congresses of Orientalists held in Stockholm and Chris-
tiania (today Oslo) in 1889, London in 1892, Geneva in 1894, Paris in 1897, and 

14 Between 1820 and 1933, Norderney was a popular resort for Jewish tourists; see Brenner, 
“Zwischen Marienbad und Norderney”; Pauluhn, Zur Geschichte der Juden auf Norderney; and 
the relevant contributions to Andryszak and Bramkamp (eds.), Jüdisches Leben auf Norder-
ney. Of relevance is also the exhibition “Juden auf Norderney” curated by the Museum Nord-
seeheilbad Norderney (19 December 2006–13 May 2007); see https://www.museum-norderney.
de/2006/12/19/19-12-2006-13-05-2007-juden-auf-norderney/ (accessed 6 June 2020). According 
to Fremdenlisten des Seebades Norderney, Schreiner sojourned on the island during the summer 
of 1898 (at Hotel Falk, departure date: 9 August 1898), 1899 (at Kreuzstr. 9, departure date: 18 Au-
gust 1899), 1900 (at Dirks’ Logierhaus, departure date: 10 August 1900), and 1901 (at Dirks’ Lo-
gierhaus, departure date: 8 August 1901). I thank Matthias Pausch (Stadtarchiv Norderney) for 
having provided me with digital images of the relevant entries of the Fremdenlisten that were 
published in Norderneyer Badezeitung, where the dates of departure are recorded, but not the 
dates of arrival.

15 On two occasions, Schreiner relates to Goldziher that he will be unable to travel to England; 
see letters Schreiner to Goldziher, 26 June 1894 (LHAS, Oriental Collection, GIL/38/01/063):
היום יושבת שמה אשר בצורות ערים שבע במדינת קאוואסנא עיר אל אלך מולדתי ואל ארצי אל חרותנו בעת
וגם שבועות איזה לנוח והוצרכתי כחי תש כי לאנגליא ללכת חפצי את להשלים בידי אין כי שתחיה מורתי אמי

בעיני. הוא יקר אמי כבוד
and 6 July 1895 (GIL/38/01/150): “Szerettem volna Angolországba menni, de nem érzem magamat 
elég erősnek arra, hogy Oxfordban koplalva dolgozhatnám és a télen meg ne sinleném.”

16 The Martin Schreiner Archive (ARC. Ms. Var. 347 01 24) includes a page on which Schrein-
er noted down manuscripts on tafsīr and al-nāsikh wa-l-mansūkh kept at the Khedival Library 
in Cairo that were of interest to him; to compile the list, Schreiner had consulted the  rst part of 
Fihrist al-kutub al-ʿarabiyya al-maḥfūẓa bi-l-Kutubkhāna al-Khadīwiyya, published in 1884. But 
there is nothing to suggest that he ever saw them either in situ or as surrogates. This is corroborat-
ed by Schreiner, “Zur Geschichte des Aśʿaritenthums,” pp. 90–91 n. 5 and 108 n. 5: Schreiner refers 
to information included in the Catalog der Bibliothek des Chedive I, but it is evident that he has 
not seen the manuscripts in question. These references further indicate the terminus ante quem
for Schreiner’s consultation of the Fihrist. The Martin Schreiner Archive also includes notes and 
reference lists on the manuscript holdings of libraries in Spain (ARC. Ms. Var. 347 01 29), but 
there is again no indication that Schreiner ever visited any of those libraries in person or bor-
rowed any manuscripts from them. Moreover, the same folder includes a list of manuscripts from 
the Bodleian Library, in Oxford, based on Adolf Neubauer’s (1831–1907) Catalogue of the Hebrew 
Manuscripts in the Bodleian Library. Again, there is no reason to think that Schreiner ever con-
sulted any of those manuscripts. For Schreiner’s unsuccessful attempt to consult Ms. Oxford, Bo-
dleian, Hunt. 599, see below.
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Rome in 1899.17 One of his students in Berlin described Schreiner as a Sonderling,18

who shunned all kinds of social gatherings – his single focus was his scholarship 
and his Judaism. A former fellow student of Schreiner mentioned that the latter 
had an aversion to letter writing.19 This, as well as his brief active life, may explain 
why the documentary footprint Schreiner le¶ behind is so small.

Besides correspondence, I encountered additional material, pertinent espe-
cially to Schreiner’s time in Berlin, 1894 through 1902. The classes he taught as a 
faculty member at the Lehranstalt (formerly Hochschule) für die Wissenscha� des 
Judentums (HWJ) and his lecturing activities beyond the HWJ are mentioned in 
the annual reports of the HWJ and the local Jewish press. Schreiner’s work on the 
manuscripts of the Berlin Royal Library during these years are minutely record-
ed in the Register of Readers of Oriental Manuscripts (Im Lesezimmer der Hand-
schri�en-Abtheilung benutzte Berliner Mss. Orientalia).20 Moreover, the reminis-
cences of many of his students in Berlin provide o¶en very personal glimpses into 
Schreiner’s personality. Finally, his own scholarly writings – both published and 
unpublished – constitute an important source for reconstructing his scholarly tra-
jectory and assessing his originality as a scholar. The picture that emerges from 
the available documentary material is that of an exceptional scholar in many re-
spects. Much more could and should be said about his scholarly achievements in 
the many  elds of study to which he contributed, but beyond putting the available 
biographical material into context, this study will focus on Schreiner as a scholar 
of Arabica and Islamica.

I thank the following individuals and institutions for providing me with archiv-
al materials and other items of information during the preparation of this study: 
Binyamin Abrahamov (Ramat Gan), Camilla Adang (Tel Aviv), Ronnie Agassi (Tel 
Aviv), Michael Albrecht (Landesarchiv Berlin), Angela and Laura Ballaschk (Ber-
lin), Bayerische Staatsbibliothek (Munich), Helga Beiter (Tübingen Theologicum), 
Tanja Berg (Berlin), Friedrich Bruckmayr (Sti�sbibliothek, Sti�sarchiv, Augusti-

17 Remarkably, Schreiner’s colleague on the HWJ faculty in Berlin, Siegmund Maybaum (on 
whom see below, Chapter 2.A), had participated in 1899 in the Rome gathering; see letter Sieg-
mund Maybaum to Moritz Lazarus, 29 October 1899 (NLI, Moritz Lazarus Archive, ARC. Ms. 
Var. 298 03 98).

18 See Appendix III, letter 11.
19 See letter Adolf Büchler to Ignaz Goldziher, 10 June 1902 (LHAS, Oriental Collection, 

GIL/06/19/15): “Schreinertől nem várhatunk egyhamar levelet, mert a levélírástól mindig irtó-
zott, mostani állapotában pedig egyáltalában nem is igéri.” I thank Kinga Dévényi for her help in 
deciphering the letter. That Schreiner was not an avid letter writer is also indicated by his apol-
ogies to Goldziher that he had not responded any earlier that are found in the opening lines of 
most of his letters to Goldziher. For Büchler, see below, nn. 144, 925.

20 Ms. Berlin, Staatsbibliothek, or. sim. 8948, abbreviated in the following as “Im Lese-
zimmer.”
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ner Chorherrensti� St. Florian), Michal Bušek (Židovské muzeum v Praze), Nik-
laus Bütikofer (Universität Bern, Universitätsarchiv), the Central Archives for the 
History of the Jewish People (Jerusalem), Kinga Dévényi (Budapest), Silke Ebster 
(Stadtmuseum Bad Vöslau), Ayala Eliyahu (Jerusalem), Andreas Fingernagel (Ös-
terreichische Nationalbibliothek), Mathias Ghyoot (Princeton), Alexander Gordin, 
Stefan Litt, Rachel Misrati, Samuel Thrope, Raquel Ukeles, and Zmira Reuveni 
(National Library of Israel, Jerusalem), Rainer Herrn (Berlin), Volker Hess (Ber-
lin), Humboldt-Universität zu Berlin (Universitätsarchiv), Robert Jütte (Stuttgart), 
Samir Kaddouri (Doha), Andrew Katz (Jewish Theological Seminary of Ameri-
ca, New York), Ágnes Kelecsényi and János Boromissza (Library of the Hungar-
ian Academy of Sciences, Budapest), Grigory Kessel (Vienna), Mátyás Király 
(Hungarian Jewish Museum and Archives, Budapest), Arthur Kiron and Bruce 
E. Nielsen (Library at the Herbert D. Katz Center for Advanced Judaic Studies, 
University of Pennsylvania), Tamas Kiss (Budapest), Feras Krimsti and Monika 
Hasenmüller (Forschungsbibliothek Gotha), Rita Kuczynski (Berlin), Leibniz Zen-
trum Moderner Orient (Berlin), Tamer el-Leithy (Baltimore and Princeton), Uri 
Melammed (Jerusalem), Omer Michaelis (Tel Aviv), National Library of Israel in 
Jerusalem (Archives Department), Uta Nitschke and María Mercedes Tuya (In-
stitute for Advanced Study, Princeton, NJ), Matthias Pausch (Stadtarchiv Norder-
ney), Meira Polliack (Tel Aviv), Christoph Rauch (Staatsbibliothek zu Berlin), Ul-
rich Rieske (Berlin), Najih Salhab (Jerusalem), Tami Siesel (Central Archives for 
the History of the Jewish People, Jerusalem), Patrice Stern-Schattat (Kammerge-
richt Berlin), Guy and Sarah Stroumsa (Jerusalem), József Szécsi (Jewish Theolog-
ical Seminary, Budapest), Zoltán Szombathy (Budapest), Balázs Tamási (Jewish 
Theological Seminary, Budapest), Jan Thiele (Madrid), Tamás Turán (Budapest), 
Giuseppe Veltri (Halle), Arnoud Vrolijk (Leiden), Clemens Wachter (Friedrich-
Alexander-Universität Erlangen-Nürnberg, Kanzlerbüro  – Universitätsarchiv), 
Sabrina Zinke (Universitätsarchiv Heidelberg), Dora Zsom (Budapest), and Phi-
lipp Zschommler (Hochschule für Jüdische Studien, Heidelberg). Camilla Adang, 
Kinga Dévényi, Omer Michaelis, Dora Zsom, and an anonymous peer-reviewer 
kindly read an earlier dra¶ of this study, and I am grateful for their comments on it. 
Thanks are also due to Hanna Siurua for her careful copyediting of the  nal manu-
script. Financial support for the purchase of digital surrogates of archival materi-
als consulted during the preparation of this study was generously provided by the 
Gerard B. Lambert Foundation. Moreover, I gratefully acknowledge the School for 
Historical Studies, Institute for Advanced Study, which supported the  nal pro-
duction of the study through its Publication Fund. I further thank Mohr Siebeck in 
Tübingen, especially Henning Ziebritzki, Elena Müller, Markus Kirchner, Susanne 
Mang, and Katharina Gutekunst, for their interest in this book from early on and 
for their patience in seeing it slowly evolve over more than a decade.
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