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THEKATICS Academic Activities

'EYLJ ·.RMANN

HARDY, SIR WILLIAM

SIEG , C.

Biographical

Weyl to R. H. Fowler of Cavendish Laboratory, Cambrld e,
ngland. On question or a sucoessor to Sir William Hardy

in Ohair of Sodlerain, Chair of P j Mathem tils.

Speaks of Max Newman as one ot more diatlnguisbe ot
the "?UWerou8 topolo lats (or ioh Prlnceton ls a ~eDd,ng

Place). An ot ethers.

But sug"ests n e of C. L. Slegel as Rot s e callber as
Hardy',I' t the l6.ght ot his productlve power; an extraordlnary
personality and a sover n teacher. Strength 1 as characteri tic
ot as Hardy ••• he i one ot the few who in our days rea111Increase ~e sub tance ot athe tic." A Gel' an opposed to
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Hitler o. tough he left Germ~ in 1935 but returned to
Frankfurt to support his Jewi h friends and colleagues there.

scape thro h Norway" "by" t be akin of his teeth" in 1940.
esign d hi professorship in G8tti en and h I lince been

a temporarY' ember of I. A. S. But he do s not fit into the
erioan Ie ne •••
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1948

kTHEM ICS

VEYL, HERMANN

AITKE , A. C. (Mathematical Institute
Edinburgh)

5/6

Academic Aotivities

Biographica 1

Aitk n to Weyl, May 6, 1948.

"I feel impell d to write to you to expr ss, what I
felt many times before, the sense of stimulus and
exhilaration I always receive from )our book The Classical
Groups. It is constantly on my table, and I iiilicc tomed
to open it anywhere and to read on with profit and
pleasure. In spite of its neces sr compres ion, w~ioh in
aeveral places is rath r exoessive, I find it an
entirely human be ok an a wo rk of lit rature. One of the
very great dangers of modern mathetio is, I always felt,
that the writera may rattle the skeletons of 10 c in the
Valley of Dry Bones. Logomachiea and nothing more Jn

JUly 27, 1948, We,.l to Aitkin:

••
.' .,
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"How kind or you to take the time towrlte me such
a chand little note about my Classical~. My
English being what it is, it make. me blus~t to hear that
book oalled a work of literature. I tully agree with you
in what you say about the dan er of modErn nu..the tics,
and I have tried as best I oould through my teaohl to
fight the sawdust of dry 10glc. I came to algebra at a
oompar tlv ly lat Ita e of my Mathe tical 11fe, all the
more reason for me to teel proud ot h won the approval
of an algebraist of your experienoe and acumen••• 11

.1
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.J, THEMATICS

WORLD WAR II

7/3

Aoademic Activiti s

~ov rnment elations

Exoerpt .from Wichita, ~ Beaeo., JUly 3, 1948.

It says, "beoause the army will need to know ab~ut lightning-quiok
oalculation in tomorrow's atomio and rooket warfare it has oalled upon an
advisory oommittee of m th ma tio lana to help i t.

ttMaj. Gen. A. C. .cAuli!fe, deputy director for researoh,
ounoed th ao;point nt of the six-man panel today," th pan 1 to

consi t of John von eumann; Hen ick de, dir otor of m the tioal
research of the 11 Telephone Company; H. P. Robertson of the
California I titute of Technology; J. B. 0 ser, Cornell University;
and J. J. Stoker an Richard Courant, oth of N w York University.

u tions Which th group will answerl t n w applicationl of
mathem tics to military problema eem 0 t important? hat will th army
n ed in the way of high- pped computing machines? HeW hould thematical
metho s be applied in working out proble in trategy, tactics and
logi tics? What step hould be taken to provid mathematically trained
personnel Within the my?
A Fae, I. A. S.
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was name "Dr. Edgar R. Loroh, Columbia University,/ e mathe1llltlos
research roup for a six months period ( ee Joplin, Mo. e
July 3, 1946 ---

A File, I. A. S.

advisor to the
HerUd story,

, ,
.' ;',
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y1!ATl ATICS

Tl EO ETICAL PHYSICS

11/12

Aoademio Personnel

Pauli to Oppenheimer, lovember 12, 19~~.

"Now a few words on the .ituation in physios. In spite
of great effort. from different siaes, particularly by Landau
and is oollaborator , the structure of renormalized quantum­
electro ynamic. h s not yet been clarified in a sati factory
w y, as all mathe .tioal tho B propos until now for a
solution of this problem are usi adcitional unproved hypothese.,
which see to e doubtful. At present it Be ms to e
unlikely that thi problem will be solve in the near ruture.
y own interest is therefore withdrawin from this ugly

mathematics an I feel as reaction to it a dee ire to oome
again in cl08 r touch with nature, particularly with the new
~mp1rical material on esons."

D, Paul1

.....
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1933

ECON 'ICS

POLITICS

3/3
4/4

ITCHELL, ROADUS Bio phieal

Mitchell (Johns hopkins Univ.) to Flexner (IAS, New York)1 1\;-\-n
"1 Y dear Dr. Flexnerl Thank you tor send g me a copy of your ~ulletin o. 2 of

th Institute. I sure there have been the best of reasons for your choosing to bsgin
with math tics, instend ot With the social sciences. t when I aw you, it was the
latter which were in your mind, and I recall that you said soience had been much more
attended to, and medicine was on the road to iJIlprovement, but t the sooial BOiences
were in an unce in and undeveloped state, and CrieC;lUt for stu.d¥ in such an lnstituta
as yours.

"here we are in the fourth year of a dep ssien, feeling our way With~ stumbles,
and your highly advantaged men ive their time to 'Differential Geo etry in its lation
on one side to Topolo end on another to Theoretical Physics, I and 'the theory of spinors,
conto al geometry,' etc.

"Iour p • to be e onam.ioa11;y" independent, and are to have onlJ'" the best of
students to work With, and are seated at a great univer itYJ what better opportunity for
candid inquiry into our social &ystem--its mental pre-occunations, it s, its methodll
of chan ? You will not have such a cLancs again, and you have lost it.

I 'as it that your inc was reduced to the point where ,fou could support mathe-
tics but could not SUD ort expensive inquiry in th social sc1, ces?

"The TeChnocrats, in a blundering w , and with inca leteness, havs done what
your men ought to have done! Theirs is en old idea--precisely a IArxian idea--but they
brightened it '4l and held it before the American people in a wlq to get attentionJ meen­
tiJ'le, your Institute, with llIIU1Y' t1mes their opportunitise, augments technology which has
already far outrun social contrivanceI In my mind, you have done exaotly the wrong thing.
I instance the Teohrocrats, beoause they- are at the extreme from university equipment--a
ffIW devoted laymen workin with schar ed enginesrs and arohitects. And I think their
contribution 1s in contrast to the unoccupied op;:>ortunities of the lnstitute for Advanced
Study.

"The usual university- teaoh r of Political Econom;y- is dull, lether ie, prejudic d,
With little time or inolination to think for himself, let alone e new inquiri s. This
is perfectly apparent at meetings of the AI!lerican - onomic Association. It took that
A sooiatie" two years to know there W8S a depression, judged by the programs of the annual
meetings. Your Institute was a bold rlq in the darkness. ut'lf t you actually e:xplore,
when you st rt, 1& theo tical math ticsl I am disappointed, not only for the nst1tuts,
but for ericen economic life. I hope you don't mind my how my feelings."

Flexner to itchell (Johns I:opkins Unlv.),

"Uear Dr. dtchelll Thank ,t0u for your candid comment of ;arch 3C. The reasons

~ ~-
p" ,. ,
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which led us to begin with mathematics were very s1mple. You cannot get awq With any­
thing that is not .first-rate. It is p08l5ible to bring together a group who are !1ret­
rate. The subject cannot be che pened. I hoped in this ray to set up a standard which
would be fol owed in wery other field into which we might enter.

"Fortunately, our incane has practically remained unai'fected by the deprese1on,
but mathematios was a new subject to me, and it has taken me a good deal of time and
thought and travel to get together a email and what, I hope, is a really first-rate group.

"I am goin to attack economics and politics n t. Can I mal< thEllll as good as
mathematics? I shall proceed in the same wq and explore the ramifications With all the
industry and intelligence that I POSGe8S, 80 donlt disappointed, bu just wait, u I am
my8elf hevin&: to wait, though I :va l8SS tim in ich do it."

File III-16

. '
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TICS Academic Aotivities

BIRKHOFF. GEORGE D. Biographical

N ed 30 centers of mathe atical tudy in ~ U. S. all
comparable in sense "that the a t significant mathematioal
oontributions y hapoen to come fro any ot them." (P. 19)
Suggests could well be doubled. 4 south-- ice Inst ••
Duke U., Texa. and Virginia.

Address to So. University Conference Durham N. C.. 1-12

-..,. .>'. ";
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AoIul1'o A.ct1T1U••

DUounon of of 11bra17 in J\Ild 1:Iall. ohool of 1la1~••t1oa .aid that

t ~.OOO would prgride the bulk of the _ter1al n.«ted.

ntlXllllll' eats. t ~.OOO WQJld probahq take can 01 the dQl_""oaa. of all

three .cbool.a for the preMllt. ~ :v-e 1IIOIle7.

Tr. • - 1/22./~ - pp.
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f9'h

~A':'HEHATIC

WEYtl, HERMAN

AHLFORS, L. V.

8/1
;A.J
/ft/

Acad ~~c Aotivities

Biographlc

Ahlfors to Weyl, August 1. 1941.

"I wi h tot hank you very muoh tor your kind letter
regardi • my paper on meromorphio curves. I very much I' egret
that I ve in this way stepped into your son's way. and I
cannot feel w~thout guilt. I sho d of oourse at once have
got into cor e.~ondence with your or with your son, and
under ordi r'J oondit ions I could not have fai d to do so.
My exouse is the war whioh does not offer any encouragem nt
for a transatlantic oorrespondence.

"AS a historioal faot I began to think of carrying over
the methods in the theory of one meromorphio funotion to sjstema
of several meromorphic functions already in 1935. I did not
then achieve any satisfactory result so I lett the question
at that. Upon reoeipt of your paper I tmmediat ly realized

Beatrice Stern Research Files: Topical Card Files: Box 1: Mathematics 
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that you had got the key to the ituation in your olever
restriotion to unitary tran formations, an being
familiar wi th the subjeot I also saw that your theory was
not oomp1ete. I began to peou1ate how to improve your
methods and very soon found that at least so. t.1 oou1d be
done without very muoh effort. I then dropped the subjeot
a~ain with a olear fee1i thMt I was trespassing on omebo~

e1se'l territory. In Deoember 1939, during the firlt war
against Russia, fxtWW~K.kfxtwx [he write. from Finland]
I found myself in a war office with very little to do. In
the rather desperate mood w ioh was then prevalent in 'inland
I found that I oou1d not ooncentrate on anything new nor on
anything th t required tnte e thinkin , and 'ma1gr6 moil I
entered upon the 10 and tire ome oa1cu1ation wnloh-are at
the bottom of my piper. When th work was finlahed I found
my181f muoh more pleased With it than I had expected to be,
and I could not help feeling that it had to be published. I
offer you these explanation for what they are worth.
Personally I am not interested in matters ot priority, but I
would be genuln 1y orry if my paper would induce your son
to leave this interesti field, wnioh .l. believe is tar from
exhausted. If your son would like t.:l take up a oorre.pondence
With me I might be able to give m a few hints for further i:nvestl­

gal>iona.

,. -
.'..

~,;
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"Your great interest in th theory of functions and in
Finland's share in its development is the b t encourag nt
for future work. When conditions beao e mer normal I hope
for an occasion to get into profitable personal contact
with 70u.

Cor4 ally yours,

Lars V. Ahlfors"

Weyl responded SepteMber 13. 1941, with a very raoious
letter telli him that the e was no trespa s on their
territory, and that he will h ppily pass on to his son the
suggestion that he may enter into a correspondence With
Ahlfors.

On JanFary 11. 1946. answ ring Profe or D. V. Widd r,
Department of Mathematios. Harvard University. as to an
appraisal of the mathe atloal work of Ahlfors, he ~MtwM••

includ s in h letter the f 110wi quotation of
a paragraph in the prefaoe of Meromorph 0 Funotions ~
Analytic Curves. Prinoeton, 19431
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"Five years ago my son Joachim and I disoovered am
brought home from the pr1meval rore t or the tios, a
sapling whioh we oalled Keromorphio Curves. It looked
healt~ and attraotive, but we did not know muoh about it.
Soon arter, a gardener from the North came alo ,--a
skillrul man of great experience, L. A fors wa 8 name,
he knew: and under his cal'e the plant, almae t overni t,
grsw into a beautiful tree."

He oonoludes by the followi sentence, "I think if
you asked m which mathe tic ian of the younger generation
I should like moat to see added to our m rican group,
Ahlfora would be my first ohoioe."

W (W.yl) File A

, ",
•
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ANrBIEMATI C

PRY C

HOWO S

10/11

Aoad 10 Activitl 8

Aca e 0 personnel

Stl11 0 0 el Prize ln .the tios awar~ed.

A (Attio)
\.;,. ,

;i.' >.. '. '

"

Report or the D1reotor, Ootober, 1944
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7/28

Academio Activities

R r.' , ILLI (BR THER-I -LAW
OF COURANT)

Biof:I'aphioal

Lett r in File oirculate b7 811 at Courant's requ t.
(il i Ay elotte i1e, (Elsa Jenkin) 3/19/57, File No. 10.

~; "

. ~ ~ ....
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,;t Irof' lOS

G L,

Aca emic Activities

Bio rapp.1cal

12/4

ee von eumann's st t nt about Godel'a discover,y
of the exi tence of undecidable the atical propositions.
"It will never be po ible to acquire with mathe at~cal eana
the oertainty that m ta, tic does notcOn in contrad cdona, n
--the re ult of a rigoroua th ati 1 pr or an e tre ely

\sopb1 ticated kin.

Appendix to Trustees' Minutes, 12/4/52
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/MATHEMATICS

SCHOOL OF MATHEMATICS

First Tem

Acadelll10 Aatin-ti..

Aaademia Ori,llDUation

of the 81 short-term mllllber. listed in the Sohool of Kathelll&tias for the first tem
53~ are thematia1&ns. The three aesistant. listed in thll ohool are also
mathematioians.

Interrlev with Professor veblen, 11/18/55
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LlIUICS Ac iiemc Activities

"""'''''''''''ICAL IY rcs

FLE:xNlffi, A. Dio hiccJ.

Soci:u disc ion th ProfelS or IIorse, 12/10/55.

rUed under' in Vertical PUe un ar IntaI'T1ews.

~ocinl d1 ~ ion , th

".
:.,

fa r Jl:)re. /10/"
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3/14

Academic Activities

Biographic

L. CURT

BOH. IELS

I TEL. RT

Dinner ta Ie conversation with Jean Gott an. M oh 14. 1956.

Filed in Vertical ile under Gottman Interviews.

Conversation with Gottman. 3/14/56
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/HATHEHATICS

VAl

JO OPKINS

MonSE, TON

Math

t1 Y.

018n081 Yes

Interv1ew Morae 6/21/56, p. 7

6/21

Aoade 1c Act1v1t1es

ducat1ona1 Inst1tut1ons

Bl raph1c
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