
Why Yemen Matters
The Heritage of a Land in Crisis

February 19, 2020
Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton



Sabine Schmidtke
Institute for Advanced Study

Welcome and Introductory 
Remarks



Girls attend a class at their 
school damaged by a Saudi-led 
air strike, in the Red Sear 
port city of Hodeida 
(Oct 24, 2017) 
(source: Reuters)

Yemeni children attend the first 
day of class in a school that was 
damaged by an air strike 
(Oct 4, 2019) (Getty Images)







The fortified Yemeni town of Kawkabān in 1978, 
home to several important manuscript libraries, 
including the library of the Madrasat Šaraf al-Dīn
(Photo courtesy Daniel Martin Varisco)

Kawkabān, after an attack by an U.S. backed Saudi coalition 
aircraft in February 2016 (photo: Twitter)





Private Library in Ṣanʿāʾ, with manuscripts stored in 
the lower shelf (2011; anonymous photographer)

Scholars cataloguing manuscripts in the Dār al-maḫṭūṭāt, 
Ṣanʿāʾ (2009, photo: Sabine Schmidtke)



Yemeni operators in Ṣanʿāʾ digitizing a manuscript from a 
private collection (2009, photo: Sabine Schmidtke)

Inside the Maktabat al-awqāf, Ṣanʿāʾ
(2010, photo: Sabine Schmidtke)



https://debriefer.net/en/news-14553.html



https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2019/apr/26/yemen-notre-dames-bombs-heritage-arms-sales







https://www.theguardian.com/global-
development/2016/may/23/all-roads-djibouti-
refugees-flee-yemen-civil-war-migrants-head-there

https://www.trtworld.com/middle-east/nearly-150-
000-migrants-arrived-in-war-torn-yemen-in-2018-un-
says-22185
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Yemen in Antiquity
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Why Yemen matters ?



Frankincense and myrrh



Frankincense
and myrrh in  

Arabia



Frakincense
tree (Ẓafār)



Resin of frankincense



Incense altar with names of 
parfumes (lbny, ḍrw, rnd, qsṭ)



Myrrh tree
(Barāqish)



The Kingdom of Sheba



The kingdom of Sheba around 700 B.C.



Ṣirwāḥ (Yemen)
The famous Karibʾīl (the Karibilu of the Assyrians) 

inscription (years 680 BC)



Text of Yathaʿʾamar (c. 716 BC) : detail



A Nabatean in Ṣirwāḥ (Yemen)
(end of the Ist c. BC)



Sabaean coinage with an 
Augustaean head (Rv)



The Greek and Latin bilinguis
from Barāqish



Himyaritic inscription commemorating the 
reconstruction of a castle destroyed by the 

Sabaeans (c. 240)



Document from personal archives,
inscribed on a piece of wood



The Great Dam of Marib :
the northern Sluice and the main channel



The Great Dam of Marib :
the northern Sluice seen from the southern

sluice



The Great Dam of Marib at the arrival of 
Wādī Dhana in the plain de Maʾrib

The lake of the New Dam (1986)



Ma’rib Dam

Sketch of the final 
state (VIth c. AD.)



Marib:
a small sluice
buried in silt



Marib: the Great Temple of the god Almaqah



The kingdom of Maʿīn



The city of Yathill (today Barāqish)







The city of Yathill (today Barāqish)
The Italian excavations



The city of Yathill (today Barāqish) : the temple of Nakraḥ





The temple of Maʿīn (January 1978)



The temple of Maʿīn (December 2003)



Temple of  
ʿAthtar
Maʿīn, 

December
2003



The short text 
written in hebrew
in the inscription

of Yahūdaʾ

ktb Yhwdh |
zkwr l‐ṭwb |
ʾmn šlwm |

ʾmn

« Yehūdah wrote to 
be remembered for 

good ; 
amen, shalom ; 

amen »



The  great
Abraha

inscription



Greek fragment from Ẓafār



A Christian king ?



The main 
climates
in Arabia



Tihāma



Mountain



A village near Ṣanʿāʾ



Ṣanʿāʾ



Shibām Ḥaḍramawt



Wādī Masīla



The Yemen and Suqutra

Suqutra
Yemen



Suquṭra



Daniel Varisco
Institute for Advanced Study and 
American Institute for Yemeni Studies

The Diversity of Islam in Yemen



Islam in Yemen

Ali ibn Abi Talib Shafi‘i Sunni 
School

Zaydi Shi‘a 
School



Sulayhids (1047‐1138)

Queen Arwa (1086‐1138)

Isma‘ili Shi‘a in Yemen

Dawoodi Bohras

Tomb of Sayedna Hatim



Sufism in Yemen

mosque of Ahmad b. ‘Alwan (d. 665/1266)
in Yifris, Yemen

destruction of shrine in Ta‘izz

destruction of Sufi 
shrine in al‐Mukalla



Rasulid Dynasty  (626/1229 to 858/1454)

Ashrafiyya mosque
Ta‘izz



Astrolabe for al‐Ashraf in 1291

Books by Rasulid Sultans

• agriculture
• astronomy/astrology
• genealogy
• grammar
• herbals
• horses
• medicine
• poetry
• protocol
• veterinary medicine

al‐Firuzabadi’s
(d. 1414) Dictionary

Chief Judge of 
Yemen (1395)



Bughyat al-fallāḥīn
Al-Malik al-Afḍal al-‘Abbās (d. 778/1376)

“As for the date palms of Najrān and 
Ḥaḍramawt, most of their date palms 
are the qaṣab variety. It is said that 
they make a porridge from the white 
[dates], grinding it and making use of 
it like the porridge of barley, sorghum 
and the like.  This is because of its 
intense hardness and dryness.”

Rasulid Agriculture
• 2 major books
• 8 almanacs
• tax records

• archival documents



Hassan Ansari
Institute for Advanced Study

Yemen: Heritage, Diversity, and 
Conflicts



Taʿlīqon the Šarḥ
al‐Uṣūl al‐ḫamsa
of ʿ Abdal‐
Ǧabbār by Abū
Muḥammad
Ismāʿīl b. ʿAlīal‐
Farrazādī (fl. late 
eleventh and 
early twelfth 
centuries), MS al‐
Ǧāmiʿal‐kabīr, n. 
73.



Taʿlīqon the 
Šarḥal‐Uṣūl al‐
ḫamsaof ʿ Abd
al‐Ǧabbār by 
AbūMuḥammad
Ismāʿīl b. ʿAlīal‐
Farrazādī (fl. late 
eleventh and 
early twelfth 
centuries), MS al‐
Ǧāmiʿal‐kabīr, n. 
73.



Aḥmad b. al‐Ḥasan b. ʿAlī al‐Farrazādī and Qāḍī Šams al‐Dīn

Ǧaʿfar b. Aḥmad b. ʿAbd al‐Salāmal‐Buhlūlī al‐Abnāwī (d. 1177–

78) →Abū l‐ʿAbbās Aḥmad b. Abī l‐Ḥasan b. ʿAlī al‐Kanī al‐

Ardastānī (d. ca. 1169–70) (Rayy) → Muḥammad b. Aḥmad al‐

Farrazādī→ Ismāʿīl b. ʿAlī al‐Farrazādī→ Muḥammad b. Mazdak

→ Ibn Mattawayh →Abū Rašīd al‐Nīsābūrī→ ʿAbd al‐Ǧabbār



al‐Amālī by Qāḍī l‐
quḍāt ʿAbd al‐
Ǧabbār al‐
Hamadānī (d.1025), 
MS. Vatican AR 
1105



al‐Amālīby Qāḍī
l‐quḍāt ʿAbdal‐
Ǧabbār al‐
Hamadānī
(d.1025), MS. 
Vatican AR 1105



al‐Amālīby Qāḍī
l‐quḍāt ʿAbdal‐
Ǧabbār al‐
Hamadānī (d.
1025), MS. 
Ambrosiana F 278
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Yemen’s Diverse Intangible 
Cultural Heritage (ICH)



Examples of Yemen’s famed architectural heritage 
“tangible heritage”



Dance as Intangible Cultural Heritage (ICH)
Bar‘a, a men’s group dance in al‐Ahjur 1979



Dance as Intangible Cultural Heritage (ICH)
Bar‘a, a men’s group dance in al‐Ahjur 1979



Classical dance of Sanaa and surrounding communities. 
This is a couple dance with either a man or woman, two 

men or two women.  
Yemen TV



Sharḥ, also known as Laḥjī, a couple dance that is also 
performed by two men or a woman and a man

Yemen TV



Nathalie Peutz
Institute for Advanced Study and New 
York University Abu Dhabi

Yemen’s Biotic, Linguistic, and 
Cultural Heritage



Diversity and Interconnectivity 
NATHALIE PEUTZ, NYUAD





Adenium obesum

Dracaena cinnabari

Boswellia socotrana



C O N S E R V A T I O N  Z O N I N G  P L A N

S O C O T R A  B I O D I V E R S I T Y  P R O J E C T ,  R A T I F I E D  I N  2 0 0 0
C O P Y R I G H T  S C D P  ( S O C O T R A  C O N S E R V A T I O N  A N D  D E V E L O P M E N T  P R O G R A M )



“SAQATRI” HOUSE



T H E  S O Q O T R A F O L K  M U S E U M
E S T .  B Y  A H M A D  S A A D T A H K I A L - S O Q O T R I
2 0 0 8



F E S T I V A L  O F  T H E  S O Q O T R A N P O E T  2 0 1 0
P H O T O G R A P H  B Y  B .  R A M B O U S K O V A



H A D I B O H D A N C E  T R O O P
M I X E D - G E N D E R  D A N C I N G  A N D  D R U M M I N G  
D E C E M B E R 2 0 1 3



H O Q C A V E ,  S O C O T R A

2 N D  C .  C E

2 5 8  C E



I N T E G R A T I N G  C U L T U R A L  H E R I T A G E  I N T O  T H E  P R O T E C T I O N  P L A N
S O Q O T R A N  H E R I T A G E  T E A M
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Yemen’s Diverse Intangible 
Cultural Heritage (ICH)



The shrine of the Prophet Hud in Hadramawt. Visitation, 
which had dwindled over the years, increased to massive 

proportions as resistance to occupation by Al‐Qaida 
forces, which strongly disapproved.



Preparing a camel for racing during saints’ day 
festivities
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