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Biogr phlcal

Von Neumann 8 id (Intervi w
ha heard from Veblen a otbl!lra
wanted eyn I al economilt. Von
Viner w uld be the be t appoint

Deoember 27.
that le er
eumann t ou

nt.

1955) t t
originally
ht tn t

\ /l ...J,

Intervie J wit von eumann. 18cenOer 27. 1955
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.;VI R
IN, •

'BLEN, o.

May-June

Bia raphical

e pp. 5-6, Int rview with VeDl n obru ry 8, 1956,
tor rererence to above boa in •

Interview file in ertlcal fl e u er Veblen interviews.

'Ie len Interview 2/8/56
'. ,

'!. ~
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..~ ..
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/VINER. Jacob

STliWARr, W. W.

A -.0 rr- W. W. SM!tart to Dr. ~tt.

S/JJ

Biog)b-aphicaJ.

"In the utter o~ the ~acuJ.t7 appointment ~or Dr. Viner, 0lU' understand1n& 18 that
with tacuJ.t)- approval. 70Il v1.ll a.k the Truat... tor an authorhation tor appoint-nt.
Such acti.on .... d••i.rabl.. Clt.i.re~ apart tna a cotlY.raati.on with PreaW.nt Dodd••
thOU&h no approach would be made to Viner untU we had aatuned oura.J.vea that th.,.

I
would w.J.cCillle h1III to Princeton all a 1l8lllber o~ the Inat.i.tute tacuJ.t)- in the ."ent that
be doe. not accept the 1nYi.tati.on trCllll the Uni.....rait,.. We re.J. that it 18 1IIIportant
at thia t1llle to let tacuJ.ty approyal. and trustee autbor1zat.i.on tor the appointment or
Viner lIince we are entering the .-r Ilontlul and we mq loae the opportuni.t.;r tor plUiljJt
action U the Il&tter 1a poatpol*l.."

FUe. lAS - W.W.STEWARr - 1932-45
---.

.,
J. I

-, -.,
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1945

PARTlCIPATIO IN ADIlINlSTRATION

POLlCnS

TRU STEES (BOARD)

SC OOL OF ECONOMICS AND POLITICS

SCHOOL OF rl.TED TICS

l-fAA....S, . __.~I.D"!' ~T __ •
cJ(I II, J.

VEBIE', O.

;.>/22

Academic Personnel

dminis trati on

Corporation

Academic Organization

BIOGRAP ICAL

Meeting of the "'acul ty, the Director, and Professors Maass and
Weed with the Board of Trustees in regard to new appointments.

Filed in Coronolo ical FIle under 5/22/45

Minutes Faculty Meeting, May 22, 1945, File V-I

'.. -'.. ~.".
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1945

"VINER. JACOB

STEWART. W. 'W.

B10graphical

5/23

~ 1'rca W. W. st.-rt to Dr. A,-delOttel
',)",,-\1 ...

"A 1lUIllber ot appointaente fat Pp.nceton Um.versit;r/ are contemp:Lated ot which Viner'.
18 the IIlOlIt dl8tineu1.ehed•••1 told /'BrtSWD/ that we ail the Inatitute would welccae Viner
&II a _ber ot the c~t;r and would do &l:\Yth1na we could to npport the 1nT1tation
extended to him b;r th Um.vere1t;r•••1•••told h1lII that while we had had Viner under
consideration fer an appointa.nt at the !net1tute, that we would ke 1'10 approach to
hlJl untU after a t1naJ. dec1e1cn had been takltJl .e to 'lIhether he would accept an
1nT1tation to the Un1vere1t;r and that act~ .. would ~ter to ",••"',. ve h1JI
bec a !al!l1l1<J: of cOl'lmlice 0 e vere;r 1'& r han ot the
!netitute.f

FUel !AS - W.W.STEWART - 1932-4,5

,,'
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VI r.
co V 8 tion at t

11. 1n 1 un er V. V1 r, J.

If L W ,,- (..,"-"- .b "j t> ~ c~ '1 1:-. J)'\v-. I (J\, ,1
~&"'J" ~...) ~ ~) d\~'" ~ PII!'Wr'I ~ '-"--',-
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1950

}nlE:n. JACOB Biogra hie

So e exoerpts from A Mo est Fropo 1 for ~~~~~ !g
Soholar hip In Graduate 'raIning dated June-J.
eonvocation.~rownuniversity.

"True soholarship 18 a oommlt ent to the pursuit ot
knowl dg. and understandl • bu t 1 t oen never provide uarant ee
that thes have be n obtalne. A t P rt of true le ing,
in fact, takes the form or negatlv knowl dg , of Incr aslng
awarene of the ran~e and depth of our unoonquere Ignorance,
and it lone of the major vlrtues of soholarship th t only
by moans of it, one' own or som one le IS, 0 n one now when
it Is safe to dlspense wIth It. Learne 19norano. the ref e,
ls often pral worthy; although Ignorant learnl •••never Is."
(p es 1 an 2)

The la t stage in t e perlod of 1e
1 s re wlth others ls In the SvU y for
th r after lit Is the fln ta of le
(Get t pape~ small but brl1li nt.)

nl wh re respon ib1l1ty
t dootorate;

Ing on on '8 own.

On Immedl te usefulne s of researoh an sohola ship in
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he
graduate sohool ,/hardly dares subscribe to the doctrine that
it doesn't m ke any difference if the re earch serves use~ul

purpose. Yet doesn't go as far as th verger who clo ed the
doors of the church to prevent people"fro prayi allover the
place." (Pa e 4)

He notes that tor Charl s ;. C. Dawes, diplomacy was
harder on the feet than on the head.

A tootnote tor LehmanI "Foot and note disease."

We entice men into the gr duate scho 1 an k tru~Jtle

hounds or race horses out of thea. We lay down a row track
tor a 1'ast run. Th1e by way or peCialization instead ot
broadeni the approach.

Viner pleads for ways to humanize traini in t~

professional skills with training in soholarship.

"Our gradua te schools are now tumng out lar nsw
orops of dootors of learning whose primary task it will be to
resoue the world from the perils of war, ot disease, ot poverty,
and ot sin. In their 0 ents of leburs may they also give a

"

........
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little thought to the ways by which soholarship. as an
ornament of the peaoe and tle prosperity they will be wi ing
for u • mIght al 0 be promoted." (Page 13)

S e excerpts from A 0 est roposal for 0 ~~~ in &cholarshlp
~ Graduat TrainiAB dated June 3. 19~----

•

. .
, .
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1950 2/21

~INER, JACOB Biographical

Viner's annual membership without s tip was wi th
Faoulty conourrenoe oha~ed on his wish to a per n nt
membership.

Exeoutive Co ittee 8inutes, February 21, 19$0

.'...'
(... '.

, 1, .
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1957

co 0 rcs
APP I'RTfoUNTS

RICRT' , K

~I , JACOB

FLE:xmrn, A RAHA

Aoademic Activities

Aoad mio ereonnel

Biographical

Conversation with Kurt Riohter, May 24, 1957.

Filed in Vertical File und r Rioh••r Interviews.

t
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1931-35

PRI Cr;TO UNrv~SITY

JOI T (A ALS)

EIsr;NHART, L. P.

FLE lER,

Relations W.O.A. I.

publioations

Biographioal

ALEXA J

'l

c •

, J.

Excerpts from file on L. P. Eisenhart, II-17

See ElSENHAR~, L. I. - Biographioal

~I .'

'.
.'
,.' .
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1933 J •

~CH J.o&de1l1o Ol'III.D1II&'tion

FACULTY

WIlL. •

,I.E ., I..

/'f0li • J.

J.LB)WtlDl. J.

• nbw t • d1&r1. 1933

J.ca&lllda Per onne1

•• SCHOOL

'r'. '.. .,

ATI - .loac:llllljLo Or'&"D~t1on
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1933 January

Bio raphioal

Firlt at princeton al Visiting Leoturer--tnen oftered
onair in the tioal physios (Jones). Agreed to take naIf if
Wigner took the oth r half. Von Neumann had halt year leoturing
in Berlin. Wh n he cam to I. A. S. Wigner got whole cnair.

Interview with Veblen 11/21/55 (po 1), 2/8/57 (po 2)
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18 t o 1.,. A rill, 1933 ( • le7 to
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1933

VON NE1lIUNN. J.

WEIL, HERKANN

Flexner to Veblen (Prino. UniT.) I

"...

-- ------~. __._-~_.~----

1/13

Biographioal

"I had a pleall&l1t interview with vonlfeumann thi" morning. and I antioipate
nc dHfioultiee whateoenr in oonoluding arran ents regarding him.

DI han oabled Weyl as tollowal
'Rel1gn&Uon acoepted. Pleastl regard matter a" oonfidential until ;you
reoein my letter written today. Am returning your letter ot third
unopelllld. '

"I han written a letter ot whioh the enclosed ie a oopy.

" •••It

FUe IV-2l

'",
"

\.."'."
,"

'/;' .,~.
,i:, "..

.J.,'

'" ~~.
~ : .., ,

~ r ' ....
r '. 1'.
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1933

VON NEUMANN. J. Biographioal

8/15
8/28

8/15/33
Letter from von Neumann to Mrs. BaUey/as ing for pe it to bring

var! ua objeots of silver to Amerioa. Also oablegram fro Fle to
von eumann 8/28/33 saying he'll send oertifioate.

F led in Chronologioal File under 1933. 8/15.

D Pile. von Neumann. J •• 1933-35
i'

",,

, ,
, "
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1936 3/18
tW,

o N iographical

FLEOOf}:R, A.

STIP Aoe 0010 P ronnel

Von e
of a me ti

ann to Flexn r, Maroh 16
with Flexner on October

1936.
, 1935:

uot s inut s

ftIt i a r that while a certain amount 0 feeli ot'
r s onaibility oan obvi ,u 1y not be avoi e , it s ould be
our gene 1 po1ioy not to a um explicitly such a
responsibility, an houl ad so re ark to thlll eft'eot
to the letters whioh vo out to oan 1 at and tho e who
reoo oan 1 ates. This ohan e 1n t h text ot' the letters
will be sub itt d to Dr. lexner. ft

Von e ann ad that IS nce '1 mer wa not town
to co sult, th _the tic t'aohlty deoided it was best to
omit all ret'erence to this u tion in the prelimina tters
sent to propos ppointees next year,"bellevlng that you would
be willi to insert it in your offlo ial letter ."

..\ "
"

"

" J ~•
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Von fewn n t 1 r, arch 19, 1936, in aski
Ie er towrlte a fOJ:. 1 lett r 0 • Gorge netz ot

llrimeton orreri a stipe of 1 '00. ill ou t ererore
kindly 'Write him an orrloial inilltatlon, 1 cludi wb.u.tev r
statement you 'Wish re arai our eing t e. 0 iDle or
£1 1 a p i tion ror h1Jll at t enc. i t 1"

o officlal 1 tter of Invitatio~e In th file.

D. tip.nde

..
• "l
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Hi aphic al

Von eumann to k a lot of consultant's ree outside
lAS pa7--either/or he would leave. Full-ti e violate~

tew.rt, Interview, 5131/46, p. 9
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JON NEUMANN BIogr phIoaJ.

12/13

A~e1otte XJql-rt-, announced that von Ii um.ann had been
awarded the Medal ot MerIt.

D, Faculty Minutes, D oember 13, 1946
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scnOOL OF TffK1ATICS

PRINCETON UNIVERS TY

P RTICIPATION I AlIlI ISTRATION

FLEJC>TER, A.

ftO NEUMA -, J.

VE:J1L , O.

ALEXt\ mER, J.

RIEFLER, w.

LEFSCllETZ

Interview with o. Veblen 11/21/55

See Vertical File - INTERVIEI'lli

Academic Organization

Rele tions W.O••1.

Academic Personnel

Biographical

". ~ ..~..'
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CHAN Biographical

A. ary of the llte ot Dr. Von. eumann.

Plled in Chronological

'.

.-

lle under 1956, 2/17.
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1956

~ON NEUMANN, JOHN

An artiole in Goo 0 ekeepin!
oltly on data from~ Wifo, KIara.

bio raphical notes--his type of mind,
oienoe.

Awust

Biographioa 1

agazin , about von Neumann,
HIghly p rs al

B basic Interest in

Author 1 6xpllUJl, tion of hill work on H-Bomb not so muoh
to solve the problems, but to help set them up so t~t they
oould be solved. any of the oalculations Involll ed were so
complex and embraoe so many factor s that they defie procedures
In math matios. It 1 aid that a human caloulator woul have
had to work 8 hours cay for 100 years to solve so of the
problSBs. This led von Ne ann to assilt in the cevelopment
of the electrI0 oomputer. The perfeotion of the oomputer ld
him into weather researoh since the oomputer is excellent for
calculating the any factors involved in weather. von 'eumann
said that he and Dr. Jule Charney of hi computer group at
rinoeton had devised a formula incorporating m y f otor

oorresponding to the flows an pre sures of air ma es.
W ath r ureau scientists oooperated. Von Neumann and Charneyls
work will show up Increasi~11 In Governnent weather prediotions.

, ,.... '
\ .',
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Good results on 36-hour foreca ts, but nonsenee for a week'i
torec st. Ral hazarded the Idea that 11 concelvabl. po sible
to vage a new form ot varfare--oll te var--in lc one
country oan alter unfavorably ttl 011 t~f ttle enemy oountry.

AI a ctlild he vo d refu.e to 0 to the barber for a
tlairout unle • h18 moth r let hlm take a v;)lume of story along.
He tudied in witzerland. oheml try at flrst then ~thematlcs.

At 23 bec.m the you elt prlvat-dozent roughly equivalent
to an alsistant profes,or at the Univer ity of Berlin, In
the Unlversity's story. In 1931 because of political
ha ening in Germany he c to Yrino ton Unlv raity al a
1 cturer. A y later at 29 he moved to the Institute for
Advanoed Study. Fath r a BUdapest banker. RiB wite,ohild
at a rioh tamily in Budap s~w a social dilattante until
he rrled von "eurnann in 1938 an then I tarte to. tudy

the tlol. She 1 a reaso bly good m t helll.atioian now.

Von e ha come to feel that the Whole balis of
wart e ha changed beoaus there is not longer a oountry in
Europe s. big enou h to take an inltial military .t.at under
the impaot at modern w apons and a on tighting. A vanoe in

.....
, ,
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weapona outatripped th aize of th world and of t of
ita politioal unita. He tb1nkB wo have r eo d the s8l11e t e
in the field of invention. Every new develo nt now suoh
as oli te oontrol must affeot the whole worl. In the past
we have always ro d ne.... territory into Whioh to oarry new
inventions. ow ....e have run out of real state. ery new
idea jig le the entire planet.

Von NeWllann do s not 10 to return to urope. H has
become \K~.ttz.d naturalized 1 gally and emotionally in 24
yeara here. H does not evidenoe th "taint 'urop an anobb ry
about the superiority ot 'pure' or theoretioal thematios
to 'applied I or i ediately us ful ~thematics. H started aa
a theoretic I th atician and w n his degree in the field. His
intereats gradually shifted toward the ap lioationa toward

mllki thellll1tio useful to human aociety. Has little of the
European di nity of th ofeasor.

D. von eumann

,.
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~ON NEUMANN, JOHN

2/9

B~op'r phlcal

Articl 1n the New York Herald Tribune and the ew York Times,
both of February 9, ~7;-on the death or John von Neumann-the
same date.

Filed 1n Chronologioal File under 1957, 2/9.

• ~ J;,•..",
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1957

PRINCETON UNIVER IT' (1, 2, 3, 4)
HARVARD (3)

JOHNS HOPKINS (1)
HUMANITIES (3)
HAT TICS (1, 2)
BUILDINGS AND GHOUJIDS (3, 4)

EI ENHART (1, 2)
DOD (~)
F N1 (1)
MOREY (1, 2)

(2)
nEUl!".Aj{' ( 2)

J()IRU

VEBLEN (2, 31)
BI 0 P (3, 4)
LEFSCHETZ (1, 2)

5/22

He tions WOAl

Eduoational Institutions
Aoademic Aotivities
Aoa emio ctivitiea
Faoilities

iographical

Intervie with D an isenhart, l,ia,. 22, 1957.

Filed in Vertio File under Eisenhart Interviews.

"

Beatrice Stern Research Files: Biographical Card Files: Box 5: Vi 
From the Shelby White Leon Levy Archives Center, Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, NJ, USA.



19ST 6/14

10 ar n 1

10 n1aat1on

1

o

o

loaraob•

MA'I'F::D11ATICC OL

I •

"lev vi

11e In I' 1

he k

1 11.

• Ju • 1957.

81' uuJtlla ntervl va•

."

Beatrice Stern Research Files: Biographical Card Files: Box 5: Vi 
From the Shelby White Leon Levy Archives Center, Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, NJ, USA.




