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11/22
GENERAL EDUCATION BOAID Poundations
. VINCENT, GEORGE K, Blographical
PLEXNER, A,

A copy of Pu-or" memorandum, "A proposal to estaeblish
an Amorican university." Vincent sald in a comnment attached:
"This is an admireble analysis, I should like to talk with
you about the plan., I am not wholly convinced that the
undergraduate department of the University of Ohie might not
be gradually discontinued., It is the only institution young
mutl to rmt such a major operation. A number of
possibllities occour to me whisch it would be interesting for
me to talk to you about,” (Memorandum from G« E, V., to Flexner.)

PA Confidential Files, March 7, 1957
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12/9
PARTICIPATION IN ADMINISTEATION Aca emic Personnel
J/ VINCENT Biographical
Vincent to Flexner, Suggested "educatlional control by
full professors.,” Few professors on trustees will lead to

factionaliam,

Woods Hale managed by college and university men 1s one
of the best administered institutione Vincent knows.

D, Institute Organization
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/9
GRNEMAL Educationsl Institutions
GEWERAL Corperation
/vmn. GROMGE B, (Roskefeller Blographionl
Youndetion tmeritus?)
PIEXNER , A,

Vincent to “lexncy on the memorandum of September #f 26, 1931.
He is obvioualy sritical,
‘ « He thinks the small tmlz: matnematics
and m.* clear enough until -'?fm t the latter
i to include "political theory, ethics and otheyr b jecte that
are involved therein,” Ne thinks this would sall logically for

Wtd paychology, moclal phlloscphy at 1

He asks ir r fan't pupuin a school of the soelslsciences?
If he 19 a good, well-rounied one would run to a lot of money,
espmlally on a fulletime, high sslary-socale basis,

oo BESERETER SRR S SRR, 1S, SO00N, 0D, Ve S
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fie does not think 1t would be buurwummuu
mathomet ice=sconomios combinstlion om $250,00C a year

of building buildings. m question 1s m
by suriosity, but that he may more competently advise,

. . On resesrch and tesching
‘ % in nusb-re the

Iun m un nrm rrom th- best uu of university graduste

soto@l in its tesching Munctiomn, BSu gests excellent

semirers with small numbers of students to meet Linforsally with

firsé-olass 1Liwestigetor-teachers, Ne 18 unable te see Low

students will be resruited unless 1% is aliowed Shem So

atteclh Sheamselves to imvesti & a8 resoareh sssistants,

fe thinks emough of that would in Sthe end exclude the other

type and Sraneflora the institution into s researoh institaute, IS

is & sabject for experiment,

Uissgrece with 'lezner's
WWSWSM. both 1n the memorandum

arcest I lesner
‘ wm& taings :.1::0“-. :-nl::l::n tnuu;.m
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diselplines and soeial Life and interest Iin some thing othey
than & man's digelpline are "ot posesible in a university.

He also thinkes that ‘lexmer will not be able to get the
wan he wante because the univereities treat them so well there
,u only one edge which Flexmer might have and that woull be
higher salaries,

e is eriticel that the site hes not been chosen, and
& connection with She University sc that iibrary
functions, ete, ¢o not have to be dupllosted,
Gites the Atheneum Club in Pasadena to be used jJjolntly by
the staffe of Mt, Wilson, the Imstitute of Techmology, snd the
amm:‘uumm the Art Mupeum, Thinke tule would be
very good,

m fie gueetions thet scademic freedom will
Lo any at the Imstitute than in ke a univereity.
It is the complaint of solid men of affairs which would affect
lhe bonefactors, snd Vincent tuinks thet the founiershf the
Institute would be as ready %o listen to it as any other philanthwpist
CBPe e
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&k
/' g

e questione mma- the Institute will attract the nll
of students it wants saye 4% will be ntmlL‘
upon the fecilities Be> Secnirel Anier Slattaenishas Testiue
eoncluding properly that the tesehlng side will be much less ol’

on inducement., He thinks Fleamer 1s right in providing
r-u-nnp anéd loen funds. "You could not compete without them,"

o suspects that engineers, lawyers, sdvertisi

" wond nlu-. indue try n::uanhnm generally wi ?ﬁaluﬂh

more favor on the $10,000
of 1ts steadiness,

Congratulates Flexmer on travel for the staff as &« sound
fdes, Talpes & guestion as to whether the lnstitute will be
cman.ml.

mummauuup«m et for
‘ l::l'.w Jmlntnn .un.m:‘- e

llege and universi
lhn mmm unuauo- I know, u'd-ﬁ:.‘: f.-w :f-::»

$12,000 univereity sslsry becawse

B e
%
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of the staff to s it on the Bourd has its érawbacks in envy and
suspleion, Anyhow your uu-r.-um-o:mun
regulations is refreshing and encoursging.”

In his acknowledgment, December 1ll, "l» xner made a_ propriate

Arnett ::‘u" “:::ntw of ﬂ..""'u?%. t ake

step I am -ulu hmhﬁumuuaﬂtmtuh
mll hignn the two bodles, namely, the feculty and the
mml

P, InsSitute = Organisation
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193

ECONOMICS
SCROGL OF BCONOMICE AND POLITICE

/v1EEn, Jac0n

7/10

Acadeomic Activities
Academie Organization
Biographical

Memorandum from Viner to Flemer, July 10, 1931 on

sgonomice,

Piled in Chromological File under 1931, 7/10,.




Beatrice Stern Research Files: Biographical Card Files: Box 5: Vi
From the Shelby White Leon Levy Archives Center, Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, NJ, USA.

193256

PRINCETON UNIVERSITY Relations WOAIL
MORSE, MARSTON Blograginical
ISR, J.

Moree commente on Princeton professors' view of I, A. 8,

vl
Moree Interview, pp. 9«10
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1934

\/VI Je Biographical
KEYNES

Von Neumann seid (Interview December 27, 1955) that he
had heard from Veblen and others that Flexner originally
wanted Leynes as economist. Von Neumann thought that
Viner would be the best appointment.

‘.} h T Sc;-g‘ V }] ""(I‘: hoelt Ao h‘""” ,&y“‘ﬂ”

Interview with von Neumann, December 27, 1955
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CONGOL OF FUGE MIC. AMD ¢ OLITICE AMa - enie Grganisation
PRANEPU RTER, PRLIX Biogrepuicel
VIEXRIR, A,

/ vimem, J,

Plezner's nanduritten footnote on letter o "reanklurters
Pe B¢ Of course, Viner 1 also a possibility.
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5/e0

1938
ECUNON 08 Assdeaic Activities
SAUNDERS

Blograchloal
IXKEYRER  AFYNES

/s, 3.

eoonumists are elitiwr the matuematical s W00 wre
mun and romcte, orm with all bhis brililance
Jjournalist, and economist,"
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./mmn Blograpghical
EINSTEIN, A,
VEBLEN, O,

See pps 5+6, Interview with Veblen February 8, 1956,
for reference to above headin-a,

Interview filed in Vertical file under Veblen lnterviews,

Veblen Interview 2/8/56
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-

@

WATIONAL BUR.AU OF BCOROMIC PESEARCH

BCHOOL OF BOONOMICE ARD POLITIONS
SYmn, 7,

Foundstlong

Acudenie Organicsation

Blograpbical
STENART, W, W,

Question of Viner's appointment firet wvulsed in
Etowart mecorandum to P

end ¥arren for conferengse with
Direotor on Yebruery 27, 19 S5e~ahd

he be sonsidered? Mo section
but decided ucsbion of sppointments $e Sohool of HoOnoRSOs
and Folitios . 7Y “Be Es Ry
loeation at Frinceton for its vork should be discussed,
June 29--ftewart Exfuksx¥imexxxikizaf thinks Viner will
refuse Prinocton's ilavitation, Minutes School Bf Leonomice.
.
b
g
b5
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Aydelotte to discuss with Dodds and Etowart to talk with
Viner So sound bim out regardin: o to . Ae B

L Riefler sew Viner at Now York, Seemes disposcd So
7 come rinceton, Viney thinks he will be o much ot Institute
that ''rinceton nuug‘ m:&t .: :b‘u-nnn. u.{u::
a professorsh ip
““am cunux bhelp, travel, or stipend, or
l.o‘ as profe:sor at bLoth institutions, Work out with

mlwo-mu to Aydelotte, He, Riefler, ftewsrt and
mmwummau is accepting
muq{' If he comes to Princeton, our purpose will be
L ul‘.nouhh should not invite him, “we all felt,”
8o Bar sppointment “orisen with approval of the 3 @hers,

D, Setwol of Yeonomics and Folities, Minubes,
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1945 S//;

EARLE, E, ¥, Biographical
v~ vimem, J,

Earle to Aydelotte roguding Viner's qualifications
and urging appointment by I. A, 8,

Letter filed in Chrohological file under 1945, 5/2.

Barle, I, A« 8., 1944«5 Vertical
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195
OF BCONOMICE AND POLITICS Academiec Organisation
VINER, J, Bilogrephical
STENART, W, W,
DODN. no “0
AYDELOTTE, ¥,
Aydelotte to lodde, May 11, 1945,
Expresses hope that Dodde find Viner's letter
i.ng position at Princeton/ not ebsolutely elose the
that p the re bo nonthuc we could do
umoﬂmum. Cert evohuﬂuy
assurance that we would welcome his unl.ls

University with the grectest enthusissm,”

He asked Dodds if Btewart can lock in on him at home about
the matter,

(No answer in file)s
’..”.' lll'.l‘ '.
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PRIBCETON UNIVENZITY Feletions wOAX
STIWART, ¥, W, Biogrepidcal
AYDELOFT:, V.

® e linltor and ! ave wond:wring whether there
ie we ¢ uuw“tom’l'uuuu.u
e are tha t this letter [refusing n from
does not abeclutely close the matter sand that
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/VINER, Jacob Blogfraphical
STEWART, W. W.
A memo from W, W, Stewart to Dr. Aydelott:

"In the matter of the faculty appointment for Dr. Viner, our understanding is that
with faculty approval you will ask the Trustees for an authorization for appointment.
Such action seems desirable, entirely apart from a conversation with President Dedds,
though no approach would be made to Viner until we had satisfied ourselves that they

™ (would welcome him to Princeton as a member of the Institute faculty in the event that
he does not accept the invitation from the University. We feel that it is important
at this time to get faculty approval and trustee authorization for the appointment of
Viner since we are entering the summer months and we may lose the opportunity for prompt
action if the matter is postponed.”

File: IAS - W.W.STEWART - 1932.45

—— = =g —-— g rew
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5/22
FPACULTY Academic Personnel
MEMBIRS
SALARIES
APPOINTMENTS
COMMITTEES (ON APFPOINTMEWDS) | AFi  Corporation
PAULI Biographical

STmn
ALBRI OHT
SIEGEL

Minutes of meeting of Committee on Appointments.
MM.%-M from D File f1 ed in Chronological File under

D, Committee on Appointments, Extra Copy

"-,.,-'_ i
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5fs s/

Aoecenio : ersonael
OB A SIWNIRENYS Cor_ oration
Blograghlcal

L

ity

Gomnitteoe reveived apyointment of Fe Slegoel end Vioep
at £10,000, GSee éreft Ninutes for ar-en ements,

~l8¢ approved inoreease salaries:

. Uoldman $2 .“ /10
A Pesofeky 20,000 :t:l.ﬂl.

¥ Swam “ﬂ:m
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PARTICIPATION IN ADMINISTRATION Academic Personnel
POLICIES pdministration
TRUSTEES (BOARD) Corporation
SCHOOL OF ECONOMICS AND POLITICS Academic Organization

SCHOOL OF MATHEMATICS
MAASS, HERBERT H, BIOGRAPHICAL
NINER, J.

WEER

VEBIEN, 0.

Meeting of the Faculty, the Director, and Professors Maass and
Weed with the Board of Trustees in regard to new appointments,

Filed in Chronological File under 5/22/15

Minutes Faculty Meeting, May 22, 1945, File V-1
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JVINER, JACCB Biographical
STEWART, W. W.
Memo from W. W. Stewart to Dr. ‘_ydolottoa
"A mumber of appointments /at S University/ are contemplated of which Viner's
is the most distinguished...I told that we ab the Institute would welcome Viner

as a member of the community and would do anything we could to support the invitation
extended to him by the University...l...told him that while we had had Viner under

consideration for an appointment at the Institute, that we would make no approach to
mmmm-nmammmm“ummmm;m

an
become a member of the faculty . ﬁ , giﬁimnmtwuthn 6?.
Institute,?

File: IAS - W.W.STEWART - 1932-45
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ne

BCU YL OF
HECONOMICS AND FOLITECH AGadeaie Orgecication
FERUERS Abadenic Fersonnel
PROVUEEIRS

Arwn, 2.

o SIS RN S, S e

Filad in Chromolesicsl *ile under June 29, 195

8 Pile, IAS Sghe Teon. A Pole 1WS~6

-
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1945 9%
ﬂn. Jde Biﬂgr‘putﬂ

STEWART, W.W,

SCHOOL OF ECONOMICS AND FOLITICS Acudenic Organization

concerving Professor Viner.

' Piled in Vertical ¥ ile under V, Viner, J.
He bt rne KU ioen i) 985 ool 1 e M 00
frosth Mooy Gy) 4| éfkww}vmnw Baph e -
MedD) - Bunshin ) hbrlgy Moed hG Lo s, —He Thp
VML:_-IM.-\ A e o) el d g bt w, )«u',(gu,.j* Sy )
A g bl o AT
8 I.A.8., BSchool of Economics and Pplitics (M & R) 1947-8

A ¥
& P
= r'-}'u

(o AT
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1945 10/6

SCHOOL OF ECONOMICS AND POLITICS Acacemic Organization
S1mx, 2, Biographical

MORISON

EARLE

RIEPLER

WARTN

STEWART

See Earle to Aydelotte regarding conference with W, W. 8.,

W, Wy Rey Re B, W, and s ted deferral of invitation to Viner
u! favor of lmmediate tation teo Morison,

EII'IQ. Is Ay BSey 1%'5' Ceneral Correspondence
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PAULL Blographical
S1EGEL
S, 1,

Report on statue-.IAS has withheld ilnvitation to Vimer
on account of Princeton University.

Trustees' Mimutes, 10/19/A45
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2/l
SCHOOL OF ECOWOMICS AND POLITICS Academlc Organization
 VINER, J, Blographical
Riefler informed the Faculty that Vimer had accepted an

appointment at Princeton, but looked forward to close
cooperation with the Institute economists.

D File, Paculty Mimutes, February l, 196
‘. k;’r,:!

E.
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s

PRINCETON UNIVERSITY Telations WOAI
/Im, JACOB Blographical
MORSE, MARSTON
DODDS, EAROLD W,
el T I ST e
(Contains: (1) W of te conversation between
.

Horse and Dodds of 2/16/46, Meorse to Viner 6, and
Dodds to Morse, g /206,

D, Viner (Extra coples)
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1946 2/18

PRINCETON UNIVEREITY Relations WOAI
PARTICIPATION IN ADMINISTHATION Acadenic Personnel
Aimem, 7, Plosraphioal

Moreo, ‘haiman of the Comuittee administering Mu‘
Aydelotte's abeence had conversed with Dodde on the

Dodde sald the University of Chie was about to re a
statement announoing Vimer's uuxnu ol' & & the
rinceton University, Dodds saw no w

Viner would be a member of the Institu

tho utm in the public [ mind, Vimer w with ms
agreed, When the conversation was
!‘i-"- secretary, Riefler that Morse
» Tormal m boen elasc membey of tb x-tum
I. 7 Ei uubmutmanotm
Institute's membershipwith Vimer and, if desirable,with lodds,

D, Minutes ftanding Comuittee of the Faculty, 19L0-1946
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1950
/VIEB s JACOB Biographical

Some excerpts from A Modest Proposal for Some Stress in

sc:g:i::-hinn,in G;:adunto ﬁf@ ated June 3, 1950, The

"Prue scholarship is a commitment to the pursuit of
knowledge and understanding, but 1t can never provide pguarantees
that these have been obtalned., A great part of true learning,
in fact, takes the form of negative knowledge, of increasing
avareness of the renge and depth of our unconquered ignorance,
and 1t is one of the major virtues of scholarship that only
by means of it, one's own or someone else's, can one know when
it 1s safe to dispense with it., Learmed ignorance, thnrorano.

is often praisworthy; although ignorant learning...never is."
(pages 1 and 2)

The la.t steage in the period of learning where responsibility
is shared with others 1s in the study for the doctorate;
thereafter life is the final stage of learning on one's own.
(Get this paper, small but brilliant,)

On immediate usefulness of research and scholarship in
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he
fruluato schools,/hardly dares subseribe to the doctrine that
t doesn't make any difference if the research serves useful
purpose, Yet doesn't go as far as the verger who closed the
doors of the church to prevent people”from praying all over the
place." (Page L)

He notes that for Charles ﬁ. C. Dawes, diplomacy was
harder on the feet than on the head,

A footnote for Lehman: "Foot and note disease."

We entice men into the graduate school and make truffle
hounds or race horses out of them., We lay down a nawrow track
for a fast run. This by way of specialization instead of
broadening the approach.

Viner pleads for ways to humanize training in the
professional skills with training in scholarship.

"Our graduate schools are now tuming out large new
erops of doctors of learning whose primary task it will be %o
rescue the world from the perids of war, of disease, of poverty,
and of sin. In their moments of leisure may they also give a
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little thought to the ways by which scholarship, as an
ornament of the peace and the prosporlty they will be winning
for us, might also be promoted." (Page 13)

Some excerpts from A Modest Proposal for Some Stress in Scholars
in Graduste Training TNEST JEme I Tosor oo Stress 1B Scholsrenip
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1950 2/13
PARTICIPATION IN ADMIVISTRAY IOW Aeadenic Personnel
MEMBE
AIIR. Je Blogreapnicel
Viner hae been & momber on & Yyoars umu(uut
the Minutes fall to diselose 1%). The new Ucho
lulu take formal ation to make him a permanent member,
was reported, GStewert and Larle spoke b of Viner's
intellsotual enineme, Yo stipend-epaid by Frinceton

University entirely. Approved,

Peoulty Minutes 2/13/50
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950 2/21
AIHER, JACOB Biographical

Viner's annual membership without stipend was with
Faculty concurrence changed on his wish to a permanent
membership.

Executive Committee Minutes, February 21, 1950
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TEACHING Agadenid Frocedures
POUNDERS Corporation
SITE (BUI DINGS AND GROUNDS) Fpollties
KENNAN, GEOROE D, Biograschical

yamm, 3,
VEBLEN, 0,
PANOPEEY, ERWIN
MERITT, B, D,

The sbove are additional headings for the Interview
with President Harold ¥, Lodds, Princeton University,
March 23, 1956, The Interview is riled in the Vertical
File under Dodds Interviews,

Interview w ith President Dedds, MVSG
e

%
ok
T

FRRY
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1956

SQROOL OF BOOHOYICS AND POLITICS
POUNDERS

PRINCETON UNIVE SITY

STRMART, W, ¥,

EARLE, B, ¥,

vy

cademic . pasnization
Corporation
Nelutions “OAI
Slegrepniecl

Interview with Winfleld W, Hiefler, Mareh 31 and
April 1, 1956, Notes from memory of infemal comversations,

Filed in Vertical Tile under Rlefler Interviews,

Inderview with ‘lefler 3/31 and

e

L
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W3 s/n
ATION IR ADMINISTRATION Agadenic rersonnel

(SCMINAT ING

Acadenie Aotivities
ONAL BUEBAU OF BOONOMIC RESEARCH Foundallons
80200L OF BCOWONICE AND POLITIOS Acadexie Crgenizatiom
SCEOOL OF MATHEM:TICS

Wi Biogrsphicel

Interviow with Walter W, Stewart, May 31, 1956,
Piled in Stewart Interviess in the Versicel File,

Interview with Stewaprt, 5/31/56
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QiR AL Acadexio nization
ECo¥o» 8 Atadende vities
FRILOSO VRY
PRINCETOR UNIVERRITY Relationa WOAIL
POLICINE Aduinistration
PARTICIP ATIOW 1IN ADMIBIETRATION Acadenls rersonnel
wmor‘;tl Foundations
IR, J, Blograpnied
FLEXNER, A.

L]
RIEPLER, W, W,
STEWART, WARIEN
WARREN, ROBERT
VEBLEN, O,

n W, ALBERY
ARD M,

m.‘m Agadenic rersoniel

Interview with Jasob Viner, June 6, 19561
Flied in Vertical PFlle under ‘iner Interviews,

Intervies with Viner, 6/6/56
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BOORIN, G

TEAQUIWR

LER 25 0]

MINERR

LEAOUR OF R-TICNS

HOWARD, B, B,

PIEYEES g Ao

VARBER, ROEER
l/(!l‘.l. JACOR

Acgdientic Aobtivities
soadenie 'rosedurse

Felations ¥OAlL
“Sovernment ‘slat!ons

Riogre-nie 1

interview uith Pro‘esscr 6, B, fioward, ‘rimseton

University, June G, 1956,

Piled in Versicel Pile under Howard Interviows.
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PRINCETON (8, 9, 10)
HARVARD (1

MATHEMATICE (2, 7, 1)
B, C, P, ‘,

APPOT NTMENTS ( » 3, 4, 5)
SALARIES (3)

FAQULTY (10, 11)

SOHOOL OF MATHEMAT CS (5, 9
SCHOOL OF HISTORICAL STUDIES (1‘)
JOHWE HOPKINS (7, 8)

6/21

Relations WOAIX
Acedemic Activities
Academio Personnel

Academic Organization
Educational Institutions

DIRECTOR (10, 11 Administration
TRUSTEES (11 Corporation
noaﬁ :{. ; 8, 10) Bi o al

» (4]
BIRCHO'P (1, L VEBLEN (1, 2, Ly 5, § 13)
WHITNEY (2) poDDS (
STRMART (2, 3) WARR ¥ (2, 3
FLEXNER s 7. 8) VON 3, 5, 6) Morsc Interview
GODEL (3, PLAZCEE (3 6/21/56.
MAYER, WALTHER (3) WIENER, FRORBERT (4, 6)
8 (5) WEYL (5, Flled in
BIGELOW (5, 6) B NSTEIN (6, 8, 11, 12, 16) Vertical Pile
BLIOT, T, 8, (7) SVINER (9, 10 Under Morse
STRAUBS (10) YD i LoPTE Interviews.

FARLE !x‘g; orramzn (1)
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1956 /16

SCHOOLOF HISTORICAL STUDIES Acadenie Orgenization
SCHOOL OF MATHEMATICS
PROFESEORS Aca emiec Ffersonnel
MEMBLRE
FACULTY
PARTICIPATION IN AUMINISTHATION
ECOROMICS Academic Apgtivites
HARVARD Bducational Institutions
GEST ORIENTAL LIBRARY Facilities
PRINCETON " Relaticns WOAI
GENERAL ' Publications
OFPENHEIMEN Biographical
FEROUBSON RIEFL/ R
TOYNSEX WARREN
ELIOT MAYER
FLACZEK GODEL
KENNAN HBARLE
DYSON DOUGLAS
STEWART STRAUSE

V' VINER FRARKL
ALEXANDLR

Interview with Robert Oppenmheimer, July 16, 1956,
Pilet $n Vertioel Pile roter Imbecvise. ?
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BCONOMICS (ppe 2, " T) Academio Activities
SCHOOL OF ECONOMICS AND POLITIOS (1, 2) Acadenic Urganisation
SOHOOL OF HUMANISTIC STUDIES bt )

8CHOOL OF HISTORICAL STUDIES i

PRINCETON UNIVERSITY (3, L, 5, ;) Relations WOAL
PARTICIPATION IN ADMINISTRATION (5 Academic Personnel
POLICIES (3, 5, 6) Administration
BUILDINGS AKD GROUNDS (SITE) (6) Facilities
WOUDWARD (7) Biographicael

Interview with fir Llewellyn Yoodward, Mareh 13, 1957.
Filed in Vertical Pile under Woodward Interviews.
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2, 3 scadenis rersonnel

Interview with Wolmen, May 3, 1057.

S 7 Plled in Verticsl File under
’ Wolman interviewss
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1957 5/24
ECONOMICS Academic Activities
APPOINTMENTS Academic Personnel
RICHTER, KURT Biographical

./vxm, JACOB
FLEXNER, ABRAHAM

Conversation with Kurt Richter, May 2}, 1957.
Filed in Vertical File under Richéér Interviews.
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HABERLYR, PRCF, OOPTFRIND Blographical
/VON HAYEX, F, A. (Vienna, Austria)

MOROENSTERS, OSCAR

fo Gumtny i MMEATLS Sad Sominds SEDMSS $n nmmbeny s Tidils iss Sor Meberiests

biographical sketch, sent to Flaxner with recommendations for employment as a theoretical
economist by T4S by John van Sickle of Roockefeller Institute.

File IT-20 Basement Vault
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1931-35

PRINCETON UNIVERSITY Relations W.0.A.T.
JOINT (ANNALS) Publicabions
EISENHART, L. P. Biographical

FLEXHER, A,
ALEXANDER, J. W.
/VON NEUMANN, J.

SCHRODINGER

Excerpts from file on L. P. Eisenhart, IT-17

See EISENHART, L. P. - Biographical
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SCHOOL OF MATHEMATICS Academ e Organizstion
PRINCETOR UNIVEREITY Relations WOAI
EISENHART Blographical
ALEYARDER
VEBLEN, 0,

Aon NEUMANN

Interview with J. W, Alexander, March 12, 1957,
(No notes made of this interview),
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fier statsmant 1% took Vebien's reid to Dring Led:s %o
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1933

SCHOOL OF MATHEMATICS
FACULTY
VEHELEN, 0.
WEYL, H,
FLEXNER, A.

, VOH NEUMANN, J,
ALEXANDER, J,

Excerpts from Mrs. Veblen's diary, 1933

See SCHOOL OF MATHEMATICS « Academic Organisation




Beatrice Stern Research Files: Biographical Card Files: Box 5: Vi
From the Shelby White ie y Archives Center, Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, NJ, USA.
933 January

/YON NEUMANN, JOHN Biographical

First at Princeton as Visiting Lecturer--~then offered
ehair in mathematical physies (Jones). Agreed to take half if
Wigner took the other half, Von Neumann had half year lecturing
in Berlin, When he came to I. A. S. Wigner got whole chair.

Interview with Veblen 11/21/55 (p. 1), 2/8/57 (p. 2)
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1933 7

S8CHOOL O™ MATHEMATICS Acadenie Urganisation
FLEXNER, Ao Blogrephleal
\/ﬁu NEUMANN, JORN

Fleaner to von Neamann, January 9, 1933.

"Wnen Frofessor Veblenam I saw you brisfly ri 1 was
mainly pregcceuplied with the laet that Professer Weyl had finally agreed
to aocept, I had, Lowever, Leen greatly .mpressed both by Dean Eisenhart
and Professor Vebiem with the Lmpartense of Settiing Fo5v Rin 8 Pest
ané roviding for you & permanent and ilmportant post consonsnte with
your sbliities and promise, I saild, as you will remember, that I was
not clear as to whether this oould be best done at the Inatitute or in tae
mathemstical group et Fpinceton, From a practical poling of view one
is as good as the other, for the two m‘-n&n be functionally one,
oocupying the same hall, exchanging o and keeping up the
ssme wearm personal feelinge that have been ohnnu»uuo of the
Prineeton group during ite entire nistory.

"Sinee returning f to Wew York I have been umz the whole
problem over an carefully ana deliderately. .t Weyl hae




Beatrice Stern Research Files: Biographical Card Files: Box 5: Vi
From the Shelby White Leon Levy Archives Center, Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, NJ, USA.

acospted and Elsenhart has been genercus enough to part with Veblen and
Alexander, 1t seeme to me the Institute has gone as far as 1t ought to
go at the very outeet, I am just as anxious that the Frimeton
University group shall be strong as I am that the institute shall be
ura and I am hoping therefore that Lean' isenhart can work out &
\hioh will cln you & permanent post in his department where you will
as bhappy and as effective as Le possible anywhere., Lo not have the
mummtu.mxuom-amm like pawns on a oheckerboard,
Thie i» not the case, but we are trying to look n the subject of
mathemnn tics from a broed point of view 80 that tie two institutions at
Princeton may funotion as one and may make the largest possible contrie
bution to the scieme of mathemateis. I hope v much that, if Dean
Edsenhart meker you any such ntru as I have in alnd, you uh accopt and
thue enrich the entire situation,”

Y
Von Neumarnn to “lemner, January 5, 1933.

There has been a conference, evidently, in the meanwhile, because
von Heumann now assumes that he Le on the zmhuu stalf, le takes up
with Flexner Lefschete's must to him made some deys age to Join the
board of editors of the "Annals of Mathems tios.”
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Flexner to von Neumann, January 26, 1933.

He says that he is presenting the nomination to the Executive
Committees af the following Saturday that of Dr, Torrence whom von Neumann
wants ag hie assistant., He also approves von Neumann as representing
the Institute on the editorial board of the Annale if Professor Vgblen

&lso approves,

On January 28, von Neumann wires Flexner thanking him for the
telegrem and quick action of the appointment,

Hee appointment was effective Aprill, 1933 (See Bailey to
Wintringer, 1bid.) August 26, 1933.)

D Pile, von Neumann, 1933-1935
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1/13

VON NEUMANN, J. Blographical
WEYL, HERMANN
Flexner to Veblen (Princ. Univ.):

..CO

"I had a pleasant interview with vonNeumann this morning, and I anticipate
no difficulties whatsoever in concluding arrangements regarding him.

"] have cabled Weyl as follows:
'Resignation accepted. Please regard matter as confidential until you
receive my letter written today. Am returning your letter of third
unopened, !

"T have written a letter of which the enclosed is a copy.

File IV-21
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193 1/28

WL sy “iograptical

N VoS NEUMANN, JOHN

TORRANCE, CHARLES C.,

SALARIES Asademic Fersannal

Minutes, p. 2

"RESCLVED, That Professor John von Newmann be appointed as a Prof
Sehool of lathematics upon the following termsr that his an
Sehool of Mathematics date from fApril 1, 1933; that his salary Le fixed at Ten thousand
Dollars (310,000,00) per annum, of which he will comtribute five per eent (5/,) to the
Teachers Insurance and Amnuity Association of America, the Institute contributing an
equal sum momthlys and that unless his term of appointment be prolonged by mutuval con-
sent, he retire at sixty-five (65) years of age.”

"RESCLVED, That the Director be and hereby is suthorised to the services
of Dre Charles C. Torrance as assistant to Professor John von Newmenn, at a salary of
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Fifteen rundred Sellars (#1,500.00) per annum, for the temm of one yearf, commending
Aprdl 1, 1933."

Vols I, les 11
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1933 V53

APPOINTMENTS Acadenic Personnel
BENEPITE
ﬁon NEUMARY, JOEWY Biographical

#lexner to ven Neumann, Jan, 31, 1933.

"I have plessure in informing that at a meoting of

the ‘»eoutive M“-o of the Imptitute for Advanced Study
Muuhmnl.ua.{:lm appointed Profe sor of
lluli-unumm‘ I look forward with great
pleasure to loll.:hnﬂ.ﬂ with you in the development of this
mmunun.

(von Yeumann was Mucf lx.lnz.‘ntﬂ-tn
of Exeoutive Com-4 s Do 2

Dy Von Neumann, John
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1933 %

/VON NEUMANN, J. Biogrephical

8/15/33
Letter from von Neumann to Mrs. Bailey/asking for permit to bring
varl us objects of silver to America. Also cablegram from Flexnel to
von Neumann 8/26/33 saying he'll send certificate.

Filed in Cpronological File under 1933, 8/15.

D Pile, von Neumann, J., 193335
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SALARLF® sondemie Personwl
BUDGEY 7! nance
ALETAN R 8§ ographical

Tamsk Trustees Minutee, Januspy 27, 1936, pe be
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3/18

: =44
V(ﬂl NEUMANN Biographical
FLEXNER, A.
STIPENDS Academic Personnel

Von Neumann to Flexner, March 18 1936. Quotes minutes
of a meeting with Flexner on Oectober 5 1935:

"It is egreal that while a certain amount of feeling of
responsibility can obviously not be avoided, 1t should be
our general poliecy not to assume explicitly such a
responsibility, and we should add some remark to this effect
to the letters which go out to candidates and those who
recommend candidates. This ohalga in the text of the letters
will be submitted to Dr, Flexner,"

Von Neumann adds that since Flexner was not in town
to consult, the mathematies faculty decided it was best to
omit all reference to this question in the preliminary le tters
unt to propoud appointees next year,"believing that you would
be willing to insert it in your offic ial letters."
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- -

Von Neumann to Flexmer, March 19, 1936, in asking
Flexner towrite a formal lottcr to Dr, George Comenetz of

inceton offering a stipend of B1500. "Will you therefore
indly write him an officlal invitation, inecluding whatever

statement you wish regarding our being not ruponl:lblo for
finding a position for him a2t the end of his term?"

No officlal letters of invitatiopare in the file,

D, Stipends

v." .
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1937 1/25 yfax
SECHOOL OF MATHEMATICSE Acadenic upganization
\/40! NEUMANN, JOHN Biographical

Von Moumann has been invited by Gouncil of the American
Mathematical foclety to deliver the Colloquium Lectures at the
annual meeting of the Soclety tember--the third successive
year in which von Weumann has be'n ited by a learned body
to present the results of his recemt studies,

Trustees' Minutes, 1/25/39, pe U
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1937 1./15
GIRER, Jobe sdograp eal

WALLMARY

/NCH NEUMANR, JOUE

PRINCETCE UNIVRRSITY Zelations WOAI




From the Shelby White Leon Levy Archives Center, Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, NJ, USA.

Beatrice Stern Research Files: Biographical Card Files: Box 5: Vi

] m .__*
E m .___

i
I o
_*m .*m_ _

—a
; __

_m
: __u__ ‘"_ .“.



Beatrice Stern Research Files: Biographical Card Files: Box 5: Vi
From trJe Shelby White Leon Levy Archives Center, Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, NJ, USA.

i
I

e Mln, « 1050 « po &3




Beatrice Stern Research Files: Biographical Card Files: Box 5: Vi
From the Shelby White Leon Levy Archives Center, Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, NJ, USA.

1936 11/

HONORS Academic Personnel
/v{:u NEUMARN, JOHN Blographical
TNy

Plexner to Bgmberger, November L, 1938.
Von Neumann is being awarded the BScher Mathematical

Prise, the Tth in 30 years by the American Mathematiocal
Soclety.

D, Bamberger, Louls, 1937-194k
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1941=l5
J/éon NEUMANN, JOHN Biographic al

Von Neumann tock a lot of consultant's fees outside
IAS pay--either/or he would leave, Full=time violated

Stewart, Interview, 5/31/46, p. 9
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1941 /23

PEENOETGE (HARVARD, J, H,, U, CHICAGO, Hducational lm titutions

MIOK, COL.)
SO NEUMANN Biographical
AYDELOTT!, P,
M ATHEMAT ICS Academie Aotivities.

Von Heumann to Aydelotte on comperstive ranking, domestie
and intermaticnal, of schools of methometics,

Piled in Vertical Pile under “¥" for School of Mathematics
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BCNOOL oF MATHENSTION Asecemie opganitstion
MOBRE diographilcal
/o8 seum ue

Thelr report on n«thesatieos for Aydelotte's Mportto Board
of Trustees,

Piled in Vertical "ile under %" for Sehool of Matheustios.
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1961 Tetober
MATHEM TG Acatenie Aotivities:
®RER Bilographieal

/WI W UMARY

Thelr report to Aydelotie for Board,
Filed in Verticel 7ile unter " for Salinaizal Mattenaties.
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SCNOOL OP M THEMATIOS

PUBLICATIONS OENEPAL
S VOR WEUMANN

¥ ORGENE PERN

10/6

Academie Crganization
Fublications
Blegrapnical

Letter Von Neumann %o Aydelotte with manusoript.

Filed in Chronmological Pile under 1941, 10/6.
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555 1943
MERBE Publications
nxm' ninux-rr Relations WoAl
AON NEUMANN, JORN Blogr phical
MOROENSTERS
For arrangements for the publication in 1943 of von Neumann's
Sesialegyy Soe'D Piley van Bemmmmn, Memgesstarn bechs oo pebiisriea
re .murui attachk by President odds and Aydelotte in the

sing of fundes to get the noney.
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._ o/8
SSHOOL OF MATHENMATICS sgede e Jrganisation
RINETEIN, A, Biegraguival

WEYL, M,
/o8 muRANe

Report on work a;pendi 1= Wyl'e disvoveryee
Von Ueunsnn's Tueory of a-';-m -

Trustess ' Finutes, &/6/43

Ll d)
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19k /20

PARTICTPATION IN ADMINISTRATION Academic Fersonnel
BENEFITS

DIRECT(R Adninistration
AYDELOTTE, F. Biographical
EINSTEIN, A.

WARREN, W,

EARLE, E. M,

MORSE, M.

on wEwmia, J,
Digest of Minutes of Faculty Meeting, 11/20/LL, from File Vel

fee PARTICIPATION IN ALMINISTRATION - Acadenic Personnel

S
O
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195 /5

SALARIED Acadenic Fersemnel
MORER Bleographicsl

/val WL UHANN
ALBYARDER

Extrasts from Gorres ondence comceraing Profesvors
m.. von leumann snd Alepander regarding Vlexner's promise
to imereass salaries,

A, 10/18/56, tome, Material for Trustees Comnittee om
Institute Peliey (In cardbourd box ) /{]. * /¢

.T,.'."J
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A5

SCHIOL OF MATHEMATION

YERGRETIOAL B ©108

PAING POR URIVERSITY

SNYTR, WY D,
/¥on wEumany, Jouw

Tontatively dissuesed

sendenieo reanlestion
ioadenie Activitles

Finutes, founsol of Metbewmaties, L/Z8/A5,
: Y

AT
reliag o
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1945 7/13

GEMERAL Government Nelations
/ml Blogra nhiecal
MORLE,

M1LLER, VONETTA A,

SALARIES pm Personnel

Vonetta A. Miller to Aydelotte, July 13, 1945, informing him that
the War Labor Uoard is dublous about permitting the Institute to g rant
increase in salaries to Morse and vonlleumann, VonNeumsnn in & most
distravght state over the salary status,"™ Morse told her von Neumsnn hed

andther §15,000 offer, andwas despondent at the Institute's ever getting
peimission ‘o inerease his salary.

D Pile, Aydelotte, "rank, 1930-1945
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SCROOL OF MATHEMATICH Academic Or anization
ATFLIED MATHEMATIOS Academio Aotivities
/VOR MEUMANN, JOEW Blograghical

Masani (member 1946«40) sug
membership 19.5«46 but voted down stip and directed no
future commitments to him be made, ¥,

fehool of Mathematics eculty [ (Kimsbess))
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195 10/3

APPLIED MATHEMATIOS Academie Activities
O NEUMANN, JOHNW Biographical
AYDELOTTE, ¥,

Ayéelotte to Strauss, October 3, 19i5.

Asks him to attend the Trustees mee Oatober 19

to corsider the most important issue: von n's pro ject
for building and electronic ecomputer. Hoth M, 1. T, and the
University of Chicago have made very attrastive offers to
von Neumann for this project, but he would prefer to stay here
Af we can offer him an o tmwulnmoﬂhh plans,
Aydelotte favors it, mnd o8 can be obtalned from
outside sources, Iiie has written %o flockefeller Foundation
and thinks that support m ght be found froghome ernment
department, "But von Neumann ie a little troubled about sush
& plan because he wants to use the devise for purely

scientifie purposrs, whereas the Govermment departments of
course are principally interested in practical epplications,”

P, Btrauss, Lewls L,
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- 1945 10/6

27@:. OF E CONUMICS AND POLITICS icademic Organization
INR, J. Biographical
MORISON

Earle to 3«1»&-. Yotober 6, 1945, informing nim that
the fcho:l Tes hed bhad an informal mecting not prearranged
or Aydelotte d have been there, and Lgrle communicates
the results of the cogitaticns,

Stewart, Riefler, Warrenand Eerle talked sbout the Viner
case, They did not know whether he had accepted the University
or not, apparently he hadn't macde up hie own mind, If he comes
to the University "our purposes will have been s erved and 1if
he does not, we all felt that 1t would be undesirable for a
number of reasons for us to extend him an Ipstitute invitation
in the immediste future. As Mr, Etewart put it, therefore, it
would be best for us to eliminate Viner from Institute eonsideration
at the present time."

Then Euhwi:twmuthror the intment of
Morison, apparently place of the offered position to Viner,

S, L)
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and there was concensus that Morison should be appointed,

D, Economics and Polities (School eof)
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1946 1/28

SCHOOL 7 MATHIMATION Acadenic organisation

R¥Z EARCH Covernment “elations
/ VON NREUMANN, JOHN Bilogreaphical

Gemeral Groves has been notiflied by lean Feagram of Columbia
that the Institute joins in a requet that a regional laboratory
h.nnrmo pot up in the vicinity., Alr mall letter

a2 elotte to von Neumann read to the
Conmt 4000, -

D, Minutes "tanding Committee of the Yaculty, 19 0-1946
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1946 /7

E, Cs Po Acacemic Activities
/vo: NEUMANW, JOHN Blographical
Amm. rl

Letter from Aydelotte to von Neumann, Wovember 7, 1946,
which wap not sent,

"I have thought over this proposal for a msthematical
computing center as it might possibly effect the Institute,
and must say that 1t gseems t> me the housing difficulty whioh
:u deterred Frinceton University would of course bLe the same

or us.

"So far as e building is comcerned, I think 1t might
be poseible to build something which would in the long run
serve our own purposes and which we might rent to the Oovernment
for 15 9% of its cost for say ahrriol of ten years.
Whether our Trustese would see this or not, I have no idea,

"The greatest dirficulty which I see is the question of
whether such a center, i estavlished here, would be of
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scientific value to you in the work which you aré doing, or

whether 1t would on the wh le be a distraction, I can see &

h.nn” poseibility that it might be a hinderance rather than a
.

"I should like to talk that over with you when there is a
chance,"

A, 10/18/56 Home, Board of Trustees /-, /o 4 565}

s pepll o
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11/22
RONORS Academie Personnel
M(OI NEUMANYN, JOHN Bi graphical

Award Medal for Merit by the Fresident of the United
ftates fo von Feumann, Attached to Minutes, Yovember 19, 196,

Attached to Minutes, Nov, 19, 1946

RS B
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1946 12/13
U/QOI NEUMANN Biographical

Aydelotte xaparkmsé announced that von Neumann had been
awarded the Medal of Merit.

D, Faculty Minutes, December 13, 1946
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APPLIED PHYSICS (MATHEMATICS) Academic Activities
/FON NEUMANN, JOHN Biographical

See Director's file on von Neumann for a number of clippings
on ENIAC and on the ECP at the Institute,

D File, von Neumann, John
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APPLIED PHYSIOS (MATHEMATICS) Acadenie Aotivitiss
POLICIFE Administration
J(OI EEUMANR, JoHN Blogrephical

Aydelotte to von Weumenn, Jume 5, 1947.

He iz worried about the tea service in the electronie l::rﬁ-
bullding, and has received ccmplaints from the people in Pulé 1 that
the ECF people get more than they are dus in retioned sugar,

In this letter he also realses a Qquestion as to Soutar's requisition
of salt h

lets winich he thinks are not necessary for the ECP people If
they are not reguired by the Fuld Hall people,

D File, von Neumann, John
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1997 1216
POLICLES Administration
- VOB WEUMANN, JOHN Diographical

The ease of Prof. von Neumanr was considored in a disucssion of outside financial
help to members. He was employed by the ARC and also a consultant with Standard 011
of New Jersay. Dr. Oppenheimer exrressed concern less this become a pattern whereby
a Professor makes half his income ocutside the IAS,

e suggested 3 sclutions:

(1) "Forsmlation of a rule by the Trustees which would include permission to
members to work for the Coverrment but mot for industry.

(2) "Letting the matter ride for the time being.

(3). "COnsideration by the Trustees of meeting individual situations of this kind by
differential salaries.”

A discussion followed and a Conmittee was appointed for the purpose of studying the
situation. Members were: Mr. Mass, Chalrman, ex officlo; Messrs. Lelman, VWeed and Oppenhei

mer.
Tr, ¥in, 12/16/4 pp. 7.8
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190 Sa

BOROOL OF moTEBMATIO! wdederio Orpanicscblion

TENOALTICAL PEVRILE Acadenie rstiviiise
OPFENBAINER, B, Blagr aphleald
FINR TR, 4,

/‘fm WA W

peeted that a Cosltise on foe of
mmmumus-munm

feou Ity epproved, Hincteln end von Peusan

|
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CORTRACES Government elations
SALARIE® scademic Pereonnel

JOI NEUMANY Biographical

Von Yesumsnn teo Oppenheimer, “eptember 1, 198,

"1 would like to recommend thet no part of my salary should be
charged to the Computer Contract. Wy made a oharge of this naturein
one exceptional case in 194647, but I think that 1t is in better &sTeenedt
with our consirtent position to refraln from making this a polley.”
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1951 10/2
11/19
11/30
GENERAL Academic Porsonnel
/von BEUMAN N, JOHN Biographical

John C, McPherson, Vice-Presi ent, International Business Machines
Corporation to von Neumann, October 2, 1‘51.

Sets forth the t erms under which the corporation was mxking asking
von Neumann to set as consultefnt for it in connection with mathematical
and logical planning of computingmachines, the uses of computing machines,
the mathematical formuletion of problems for mechine solution and the
methematical and logicsl pllenning of setting up and coding problems for
computing machines, and activities related to these problems, The contract
does not restrict von Neumann in us his knowledge and work in the
field, but he must notifly I. Be M, before making services available
to ouﬁor business organizations, Apparently, the corporation is free to
use his findings without any patent question arising between the two,

His service for the corporation will not interfere with any arrangement
hé may have or has with the United States Government.
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His availability to the corporation would be for consultation
for a meximum of 30 days a year, and his compensation, unstated, to be
paid monthly; traveling expenses aleo to be paid, The contract is to
run on year after year unless tominated,

November 19, 1951, the Colonel of the Ordinamce Corps, J. 4., BXNANK
Rxxkx Barclay, does not find the contract unacceptable to tgo
Ordinance Department, nor (November 30, 1951/ Simon to ven “eumann) does
the Department of the Army,

D Pile, von Neumenn, John

AN ST
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SCHOCL CF MATHEMATICS Academic Crganisation
CPPUiiuIMER, AOBEAT Slograpideal
_ VON NXUNANX, JOHN
Kemo from J. von Neumann to Dr. Oppenheimer:

10/17

*1 digoussed the imerican Mathematlcal Soclety proposal to the Natlomal Solence
Foundation with Professor Begle, the Secretary of A¥S. The sentences referring to the

Institule have now Leen changed as follows:

The founding of the Institése for idvgneed
on research in Mathematiocs this .

Leen markedly beneficlal.
of the Ingtitute to organise
a single subjeot, and it has in fact

;s

of a place

ii..
i
i

;

the primary

i

File D Amer. Math, Soe.

had a prefound influsnce
where
of teaching has

i
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1955

e

SCHOOL OF MATHEMATTICS Academic Organization

PRINCETON UNIVERSITY Relations W.0.A.I.

PARTICIPATION IN ADMINISTRATION Academic Personnel

FLEXNER, A. Biographical
/VON NEUMANN, J.

VEHLEN, O.

ALEXANDER, J.

RIEFLER, W.

LEFSCHETZ

Interview with 0. Veblen 11/21/55

See Vertical File - INTERVIEWS
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1a/er

HENET AL Agademiec Urganization
SCHOOL OF BCOMOMICS ARD FOLITICS

NOW MEUMANN Blegraphicel

FLEXNIR, A

STEVART, W, W,

WARDEN

Interview withD r, von Neumann, December 27, 1955.
Filed in Vertical Rile under Intervieows,
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1956

ON NEUMANN Biographical

A summary of the life of Dr. Von Neumann.
Filed in Chronological File under 1956, 2/17.
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FoumEns Comporasion
39 81N Teollisies
SALAN IR seade~le rerasnnal

MILLEN, SEREETTA
2INDTEIN, A,
HAAGS, WUETBEMT M,
AYDRLOTIS, T
FIRIRER, A,

Aom mamann, 7,

Interviev with Lermetie Miller, Meren 15, 1956.

Piled ia File under ¥iller Imtervieva,
Inberview witn te Miler, ) 15/56

¥R
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HISTOKY OF THE IMETITUTE
EMIORES
TEACTING
EINSTEIN, A,
PAULI
0¥ NEUMANN, JOTR

4/12

figetory of the Imstitute
ieademic Peorsonnel
Academie 7pocedures
Blographicsl

Interview with Professor Pauli, April 12, 1956,
Filed in Vertical ¥ile under Paull Interviews,

Interview with Pmull, 4/12/56

! ¥
U
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5/7

DIRECTOR Baxpaxugisnx Administration
BOARD OF TRUSTEES Corparation
FULTON, JOHNW Blographical

OPPENEEIMER, R,
WEED, LEWIS H,
VEBLEN, 0,
AYDELOTTE, P,
STRAUSS, LEWIS W,

% NEUMANN, JOHN
EXNEEN KEWNAN

Interview with Dr. John Fulton, May 7, 1956.
_Piled in Vertical file under Fulton Imterviews,
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PRINCETON UNMIVERSITY (8, 9, 10) Relations WwoAI

HARVA D tmvr'm'n ( )

mnu (2 L Acudemic Activities
5) Acedeomic Fersonnel

SALARTES m %o %

PACTLEY (10, 11)
sCnonL 0; HA‘!‘IIM!'!GS (55 ﬂ h 15) Academio Organization
1 )

JONNS HOPKINS H Fducational Institutions

CIRFCT T !u S sdministresion

TRUSTE:S Corporetion

lllhla. (13 o Acadenic ::-m

BINKEOFF ?::f vnms;.l.k.s.'.ﬁi

STINART (2

;mﬂ’!;;’i.’. 8) mﬂl’b. 5, 6) S
T \ém (3) 3 thy 6) a".u"'tfu/m

umu(}sbt n-m!l 8, 11, 12, 16) Piled in

under Morse
RARLS (1) tis) Interviews,
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~ == 1956 August

ﬁou NEUMANN, JOHN Biographical
An article in Good Housekeeping Magazine, about von Neumann,
mostly on data from his wile, ara, Highly personal
biographical notes--his type of mind, his basic interest in
sclence.

Author'ys explamation of his work on H-Bomb not so much
to solve the problems, but to help set them up so that they
could be solved. Many of the calculations involv ed were so
complex and embraced so many factors that they defied procedures
in mathematies, It 1s sald that a human calculator would have
had to work 8 hours a day for 100 years to solve some of the
problems, This led von Neumann to assist in the development
of the electric computer. The perfection of the computer Id
him into weather research since the computer is excellent for
calculating the many factors involved in weather, von Neumann
gsaid that he and Dr, Jule Charney of his computer group at
Princeton had devised a formula incorporating many factors
corresponding to the flowse and pressures of air masses.
Weather Bureau scientists cooperated, Von Neumann and Charney's
work will show up increasingly in Govermment weather predictions.
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Good results on 36-hour forecasts, but nonsense for a week's
forecast, Hae hazarded the idea that is is conceivably possible
to wage a new form of warfare--climete war--in which one

country can alter unfavorably the climatebf the enemy country.

As a child he would refuse to go to the barber for a
haireut unless hie mother let him take a volume of history along.
He studied in Switzerland, chemistry at first then mathematics.
At 23 became the youngest privat-dozent roughly equivalent
to an assistant profesror at the University of Berlin, in
the University's history. In 1931 because of political
hap eninge in Germany he came to frinceton University as a
lecturer. A year later at 29 he moved to the Institute for
Advanced Study., Father a Budapest banker, His wife,child
of a rich family in Budapest, was a social dilattante until
she married von Neumann in 1938 and then s tarted to s tudy
ma them: tice, She i# a reasonably good mst hematician now,

Von Neumamn has come to feel that the whole basis of
warfare has bhanged because there is nof longer a country in
Europe ka big enough to teke an initial military defeat under
the impact of modern weapons and go on fighting. Advance in

. L
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weapons has outstripped the size of the world and of ma t of
its political units, He thinks we have reached the same stage
in the field of invention. Every new development now such

a8 climate control must affect the whole world, In the past
we have always had new territary into which to carry new
inventions. low we have run out of real estate, Every new
idea Jigrles the entire planet,

Von Neumann does not long to return to Europe., He has

become kxgaiixzmé naturalized legally and emotionally in 24

years here. Hg does not evidence the "faint European snobbery
about the superiority of 'pure' or theoretical methemat ics

to 'appllied' or immedliately useful mathematics. He started as

a theoretical methematician and won his degree in the fiéld. His
interests gradually shifted toward the applications toward
making methematies useful to humen soclety. Has little of the
European dignity of the professor.

D, von Neumann
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i/12

By G Py Acadenic Activitles
CENERAL Acedenic Opgenisation
APPOINTMENTS Acadenic Personnel
CALARIES
PROFESZORS
MON"GOMERY Blogrepiical

/ VOR EEWNANN
PAULY

Interview with Professor Montgomery, August 12, 1956,
Piled in Vertical File under Nontgomery Interviews,
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“VON NEUMANN, JOHN Bilographical

Articles in the New York Herald Tribune and the New York Times,
both of February 9, 1957, on the death of John von Neumann the
same date.

Filed in Chronological File under 1957, 2/9.
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1957 2/18

/90N NEUMANN, JOHN Biographical

Article from Time magasine, February 10, 1957 on
John ven Nsumann,

Piled in Vertical File under Von Neumann, ("V")

Time, Pebrusry 18, 1957, pp. 57, 58, 60

Fiaad s
N TN
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2/

APrOINTRLUNTS Academie Fersaonnel
nambors

STIVERDS

S8CROOL OF MATEHEMATICS Asademic Oryanizstion

S0M00L OF HISTONICAL ATUDINS
SCHOVL OF RUMARIETIC BTUDINS
S0K00L O ECONINICE AYD POLITICS

PRINCETON UNIVEREITY Felations ¥OAX

VEBLEW Blogrephieal
wEED
PLEXNG+
RERITY
PAROFRKY
INSTEIN
HEUMA NS

Interview with Professor Veblen, Tebrusry 22, 1957.
Filed 1a Vertical Vile under Veblen interviews.
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5/18
PRINGETON UNIVERSITY ‘(i 8)3' b, 5, 6, 7) Relations WOAI

mmm AND a ROUNDE facilities

GEBNERAL ( Academiec FProcedures
umnca s 6) Academic Activities
WATIONAL numcn COUNCIL (4y 6, 7) Found ations
PROVESsORS (L) Academic Perscnnel
MEMBERS (L)

AssisranTs (4)

EISENHART (1, { L) Biographical
scmmnann (1}

ALEXANDER (
AON lmun ( )

VEBLEN (1, 2)

EINSTEIN (5)

Interview with Dean Fisenhart, May 15, 1957,
Filed in Vertical Flle under Elsenhart Interviews.
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PRINCETON UNIVERSITY (1, 2, 3, 4) Relations WOAIL

HEXRXR  HARVARD (3)
JOHNS HOPKINS (1) Bducational Institutions

HUMANITIES (3) Academic Activities
MATHEMATICS (1, 2) Academic Activities

BUILDINGS AND GROUNDS (3, 4) Facilities

EISENHART (1, 2) Biographical
DODDS (12)
FLEXN:ER (1)
MOREY (1, 2)
ALEXANDER (2)
»VON NEUMANN (2)
NEREX

VEBLEN (2, 30
BIRKHOFF ?3 L)
LEFSCHETZ (1, 2)

Interview with Dean Eisenhart, May 22, 1957.

Filed in Vertical File under Eisenhart Interviews.
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1957

ASEIETANTS
SCHOOL OF MATHEMATICS
EINSTEIN, A,
e

V'Ol NEUMA NN
SZILARD

6/

Academic Fersonnel
Academie Organization
Blographical

Interview with Miss Dukas, June 14, 1957.
Piled in Vertical File under Dukas Interviews,

p





