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Admi stration

oademic Aotivitie
Re1 t tons WOAl
Aoade ic rrocedures
Aoademio Personn 1

1956
DIRECTOR
ARCHEOLOGY
PRIlfC ON

TE CII G

AS ISTANTS
RITT, B.

AYDELO TE, F.
IE........,n

v1SAU C I MRS.
CLEME.ll'l'
SHOE
GERY, WADE
DB TJLNAY
KA ITO OWICZ
C R IS
TH PSON
PA OFS Y

RA
HERZFELD
LOWE
CAP

I EL

Interview With Prol'eaeor Meritt, Jun 7, 1956.
Filed in Vertical File under Meritt Interviews•
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ROCKEFELLER FOUNDATION

SPELMAN MEMORIAL

NATIONAL BUREAU OF ECONOMIC RESEARCH

BROOKINGS INSTITUTE

FOSDICK, RAYMOND

SOCIAL SCIENCES (GENE~L)

v!nAY
FLEXNER, A.

SCHOOL OF ECONOMICS AND POLITICS

Foundations

Biographical

Academic Activities

Biographical

Academic Organization

Memorandum on notes made from Raymond Fosdick's
The Story of the Rockefeller Foundation filed in Chronological
Jrre under-r9Jrr=56 and the first headings.
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Biographical

Academic Organization

1941.

v1lELLA VIDA, G. LEVI

SCHOOL OF HOMANISTIC STUDIES
()lear East)

Della Vida (Graduate School of Arts and Sciences, University of Pa.) to Panofsk;y 9/9
It •••

9/9
9/19
10/28

hI BIll considering the possibiliV of becoming connected in some wq with the
Institute for Advanced Study. This desire of mine mq appear too ambitious, indeed, and
people are likely to wonder wl\Y I should wish to shift from Jq present position as a
professor at the University of Pennsylvania. I believe, however, to have .an;y reasons
for being dissatisfied with it.

"When I was appointed by the U. of P. as a successor to professor Montgomery
("ho retired in the summer of 1939) I was told that Jq main task would have been teaching
Arabic and Islamic Civilization. The tiUe of JtIY teaching, "hich originally "as "Semitic
Languages., has been changed into "Arabic". Since the very beginning of my JIOrk, however,
I realized that, in the Oriental Department of the U. of P., Arabic ,,&.8 only &.8sum.ed as
subsidiary to the other Semitic Languages, instead of being considered, as I think it
.,fought to be, as an independent branoh of Oriental scholarship.

"The Semitic section of the Oriental DePartment being chiefly, if not exclusively,
interested in Assyriology and Linguistics, students are directed towards these two fields ,.
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rather than towards the stucV of Islamic Civilization, in vnich the kllmdedge of the Arabic
Language only represents a first step, introducing into a deeper *nderstanding of HiStory,
Literature, Religion and Science. As a conse<p.ence of this attitude, I failed to get ~
students who elected Arabic and Islan as their major subject, and am doUbting whether
I shall get ~ in the future. My teaching has been confined to the elements of the
Arabic language.

"Furthermore, the financial situation of the U. of P. seems to be very diff1cut,
at least in what refers to the Division of Humanities. New research fields and new
teachings never can improve without a proper financial support, which is entirely lacking
at the present time. The University Library is inadequate in all branches of learning and
its accommodations are amazingly poor; but it is absolutely miserable for wllat Arabic
books are concerned, since IIUI1\Y of the most necessary are not to be found, nor~
~ hope of a sensible improvement of this sad situation. At present, I am unable to
caITy" on the different worlis which I had be«un (1113" private library has unfortunately
remained in Europe) or to suggest to nry students ~ profitable reading subjects, and,
even for the short and unpretentious articles which I have prepared during the last two
years, I have been compelled to use the libraries in Princeton and New York, with much
waste of time and money.

"nnally, on account of the lack of funds available, no scholarships of any kind
have ever been awarded to s1ndents who might have been interested in Arabic and Islam.
Two or three young men, residents of cities other than Philadelphia, came to me in the
past years, and expressed their wish to attend 1113" classes, but were unable to do so,
since their applications for scholarships were refused.

"Things being as they are, the hope which I had nourished when I s.ttled in

. . .
~
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this country has been nullified, and I feel deeply disappointed, as I am getting more
and more convinced that J113' work as a teacher is being impaired and J113' activity as a
scholar handicapped.

• • • • • •
"Before I undertake &IV step, I would like to have your opinion. M~ I pr~

you to approach, quite informally of oourse, President Aydelotte and explaiIi',.irl.m I!1Y
situation. You~ well imagine how embarrassed I feel in being forced to extol I!1Y
own mej:its, about which I!1Y opinion is rather negative. I feel even more embarrassed in
pointing out that a call by the I.A.S. might be assumed as a compensation for what I
have lost in Europe, for a reason about which I do not feel ashamed. You !mow that, as
early as in 1931, I was dismissed from the University of Rome for no other reason (racial
discrimination did not exist at that time eitller in Germany or in Italy) but J113' stea<v
opposition to Fascism, at a time when few men and women, in Europe as well as in America,1,
had realized what it meant to our civilization. Of course, I do not presume to be a
hero and a martyr, and still maintain that scholars should be given positions for their
achievements in tlleir special fields and not for their political past."

404O. "

Aydelotte to Herzfeld 9/19

"Dear Professor Herzfeld:
"I enclose a letter which I have just received from Della Vida, via Panofsky.

When you have had time to read it over I should like very much to talk to you about it.
I see no possibility of our making a place for Della Vida at the present moment, but

nevertheless I should like to know what you think about him."
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Aydelotte to Della Vida 10/28

"Dear Professor Levi della Vida:
"Professor Panofsky has showed me your letter to him and I have discussed

it with several members of our School of Humanistic Studies. We are, of course, all
of us familiar with your outstanding qualifications for research in your chosen field,
but I regret to sflIf that the financial situation of the Institute is such as to make it
:iJnpossiblll for us to make arIIf addition to our permanent staff in the field of
Humanistic Studies at the present time.

"I deeply regret that you do not find conditions more satisfactory where you
are and realize the loss to scholarship "hich is occasioned by the fact that you cannot
make better progress with your researches. I regret, however, that there is no possibility
of our offering you an appoiJb:bnsnt at this t:iJne."

File II1-14

, '
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de egri an Weinberg.

i1ed in V rtica1 i1e und~r e1 erg Interviews.
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jn TOLNAY, ORA

PA 0 KY. I
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Bl raphioal

12/17

Fl xner to Ayoelotte, Dec ber 17. 1939.

De Tolna, s en ble to publ1sh 1.i onumental w rk
on iohel elo in renoh b olluae or tb.e war, an now it

awaita publication in lish. end a bilingual a siBtsnt.
Flexner t t m01.ning of the lett r had gone ov r to 8 e
Pro!e sor Pano!sky about the requ t. and he encloses a long
quot fro Fa ofsKy out the worth. th 1m ortance o! the
publioation of tb.1s& tat1al in . lish. An P nofsky oonceded
that -e olnay W IT; e gr te t.~ if not the fo e os t.
liv1 H1eh 1 elo 8 eh01 rs. Panof lI:y u ged that aid not to

exee d $120 wh1c h w s all that wae a ked be g1ven••

10tt re dily grante the re~ue8t.

D Pile, yoelotte. F·aok. 1930-1945
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.h TOLl' Y

IE ma, A.

AYD T, F.

Biographical

6/19

lexn r to Aydelotte a kl Aydelotte to arr ,e ror the
appointment of de Tolna, aa "a aoclate prorea.or" indeflnit
tenure at 6, 00 plus ~. I. A. A. He Is no 45 yeara of e
and of gr t distinctlon. He needs enou h tor h1mBelt and
h1s wife to 11ve on an h~pe tor the future. ae has a rved
his probatl n and proved well.

FA Oont1 ent1 1 11el, arch 7, 1951
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PARTIeI ATI

FHA L

TOYN

B RON. HANS

DE TOLNAY

I A ISTATIO Aoademl0 ersonnel

Blographical

4/21

For r rer noe to Baron and DeTolnay s emo andum
the eam date f1led under the date in Chronol0 leal F1le d
under th flrst three headl 8.

Faoulty Klnut s. 4/21/41
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/D TOL Y

PPENHEIlIolER, R.

Biographioal

12/10

IN

Plexn r to Op enh imer.

De Tolnay has been tol to So lun , 1948. Flexn r ls
under obligatlons to oontlnue be 1 the burden of oarrylng
out the founders' 1nt ntlons. He aye Panofaky 19 j louse
He requ ts :'>ppenhe1m r to 0 sonethlng abo ut e Tolnay an
1nv1tes xx_x... Oppenheimer to see him.

FA Co Identlal '11e8, Maroh 7, 1957
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ADO I

GENERAL PUBLICATION

12/15

Fl xner to Ay elotte.

Aoknowl d ee Ay elotte's proml.e he wIll help de ~olnay

~ 00 plete publloatlon.

A Co dent1a1 11es, aroh 7. 1957
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1948

GUGf;ENHEIM

,J;eTOLNAY

For work durine- academic year 1948-9
stipends from both the fellowship fund of
See letters Moe and Aydelotte f om April,

A File, Henry Allen Moe

",

. ~.,

April

Foundations

Bior,ra hical

deTolnay wa supported by
GUf,lenhFim and the Institute.
1948, file A, Henry Allen Moe.
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1956
DIRECTOR
ARCHEOLOGY
PRINCETON
TEACHING
MEMBERS
ASSISTANTS
MERITT. B. D.
AYDELOTTE. F.
FLKlQlEB. A.
DAUNCE'{. MRS.
CmMENT
SHOE
GEHY, WADE
E TOLNAY

KUTOROWICZ
CHERNISS
THOMPSON
PAIDFSKY
FRANKL
HERZFELD
LOWE
CAPPS
SIEGEL

6/7
Administration
Academic Activities
Relations WOAr
Academic Procedure s
Academic Personnel

Biographical

Interview with Pro£essor Meritt. June 7. 1956.

Filed in Vertical File under Meritt Interviews.
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A Aoade 0 Fer8onne1

SCHOOL 0 1ATHEMATIC8

XI TEIN, A.

DUUS
PE'I(j~

VO NEUMANN

SZIL!RD

Aoademio rganization

B10 raphioa1

Interview with iss Dukas, June 14, 1957.

i1ed in Vertical i1e under Dukaa Interv1ews.
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FLEXNER, A.

/DICKDlSO , JOHN

UDAL

John Dialdn40n (A..·t. ,ec·7. o~ C

•...

4/5
4/8

Biography

Aoademic ActlYities

rce, Wa,h.) to nuner (Prinoeton) Apr • .5, 1,35

"You think quite naturalJ3 0 a scholar in the ie o£ jurl5prude c &8 be1.n&
approprlatelJ' attached to a pro~e..ional sohool o~ la..... What has haVpe ed in this
countr;y has been that our pro£essional schoolll of law, fien o£ the h1&heat a;rade such
as Harvard and Yale, haTe been so protessional that vhlle t ~ 'U.7 lIlaintain a professor
of jurisprudence, nevertheless the atud;y o£ the IIIOre profound and, it yOil vill, t eoretical
aspects ot the law does not procelid in a ~aYOll&ble atllOaphere. a teacher 11ke Pound,
who wcceada in attain1nl a lua;e reputation &11011& atil ants for the value o~ hia lecturea
in 10IIIlI practical branch ot the law 11ke crim'na l law or vills and adlll1.n1stration.
cannot attract lION than a handful of Itudantll to a oours. on jurisprudence. A protell&or
who should link to teaoh jurleprudance without havin& ..de a reputation tor alclll in SOM
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teclmi.oal subject 11ke b~ and natell or qenciell would not be taken lIerioual;r. ~ own
t ..li.n& is that it jurisprudence in ita more t\,1ndll-ntaJ. and tbeoreticaJ. aspectll ill eVW'
to have • chance in thill country. it IIIUlIt be throU&h lIOIIIe type of institution ouhide of
the profell.ional law lIchool. At the present t~ we are in the lIituation where it talls
cOllPletel;r between two stoole."

nuner (Princeton) to John Dicldnllon (Washincton) April 8. 19:3.5

"Thank ;you ve IIlUCh tor our Id.nd note of AprU 5th. Th int you lIllIke has
otten occurred to _. namel;r. that the School ot EconOllicll and PoliticlI lIhould contain
the right lIort ot lawyer. dellpite ttw :tact that it hall no interest whatlloever in the
tra1n1n& of lawyerll. The point ill one which r am loini to lIUbmit to the eco OIIIiClI aroup
when it aslllllll1>llIs next fall. bould ;you have an opportUXlity, talk it ....r vlth Dr.
R1.nllr in the ant1mll•

••••

FUe 1-12
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1933

;DIRAC, P.A.M.

Veblen to 1 xner,

Biographical

3/17

"Einstein .a18 that he consider. Dirac the be.t po••ible choic. for anoth.r
chair in the Inatitute. H. would like to ue t17 tor D••ven it the chanc. of getting
h1JR 11 ve17..n. He rate. h11ll ahead ot ryolll elee in their field. He pao s Paull
cf Jurich ••oond, apparently.

"On further oonsideration of 018 and means, he thought it IlI1ght be good polloy
to invite hill for a term, .ay, '0 u not to uk for a major deoillion at onoe. Wh1 not
inrlt. h1Ja for the l'llI tro. Oot. to Chrh at $500? These are the te1'lllll on which
he Val in Prino ton in the fall of 1931.

"It would be .xtreord1aar1l;y interesting to 8ee the two of th in action
topther.

"Dirao would be no proble. He !mon how to look after hiJIw.lf in Prinoeton.

"The ;younger Mr. BlI1lb.rger .eema Vlt17 nice.·
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1934

?ROFESSORS (VISITING)

GRANTS-IN-AID

WEYL, HERMANN

DIRAC, P.A.M.

Academic Personnel

Biographical

1/29

Re: Reimbursement for Weyl for move from Gennany to U. S.; invitation to
Dirac for year 1934-35; fund for grants-in-aid for 1934-35; fund for expenses of
visiting professors and funds for development in direction of theoretical or mathe
matical physics. Minutes 1/29/34, p. 11, Vol. I, No. 16.

See: PROFESSORS (VISITING) - Academic Personnel
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