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INTRODUCTION

Abi ‘Al Muhammad Ibn Khallad al-Basri,! whose dates of birth and
death are unknown, was a distinguished disciple of the Mu‘tazilt theolo-
gian and founder of the Bahshamiyya, Abi Hashim al-Jubba't (d.
321/933). According to the entries in the biographical dictionaries of
Qadi ‘Abd al-Jabbar (d. 415/1025), al-Hakim al-Jishumi (d. 494/1101)
and Ahmad b. Yahya b. al-Murtada (d. 840/1437), Ibn Khallad studied
with Abt Hashim first in ‘Askar Mukram and thereafter in Baghdad.?
The sources state that lam yablugh hadd al-shaykhiikha, i.e., he did not
reach an advanced age. Ibn Khallad’s students included Abii ‘Abd Allah
al-Husayn b. ‘All al-Basri (d. 367/978) and Abiu Ishaq Ibrahim b.
‘Ayyash, both of whom in turn were teachers of Qadi ‘Abd al-Jabbar,
who later became the head of the Basran school of the Mu ‘tazila.?
According to ‘Abd al-Jabbar, Ibn Khallad wrote a Kitab al-Usil and a
commentary, apparently on this Kitab al-Usil, as well as some further
unspecified writings: sahib Kitab al-Usiil wa-I-Sharh wa-ghayrihima. He
further states that when Ibn Khallad was about to complete his Sharh al-
Usiil, he happened to be in Basra where he met the Murji’ite al-Khalidi.*

I On him, see Carl Brockelmann, Geschichte der arabischen Litteratur. Erster
Supplementband, Leiden 1937, p. 343; Fuat Sezgin, Geschichte des arabischen
Schrifttums. Band 1, Leiden 1967, p. 624 no. 17; J. Schacht, “Ibn Khallad,” The
Encyclopaedia of Islam. New Edition, vol. 3, p. 832; Daniel Gimaret, “Ebn Kallad,”
Encyclopaedia Iranica, vol. 8, pp. 36-36; Sayyid Ja'far Sajjadi, “Ibn Khallad Basri,”
Da ‘irat-i ma ‘arif-i buzurg-i islami 1-, ed. Kazim Misawi Bujniirdi, Tehran 1374/1996,
vol. 3, pp. 439-40.

2 ‘Abd al-Jabbar al-Hamadhani, “Fadl al-itizal wa-tabagat al-mu ‘tazila wa-
mubdyanatuhum li-sa’ir al-mukhalifin,” Fadl al-i tizal wa-tabaqat al-Mu ‘tazila, ed. Fu’ad
Sayyid, Tunis 1974, p. 324; al-Hakim al-Jishumi, Sharh ‘Uyiin al-masa’il, MS Leiden
Cod. Or. 2584A [= Ar. 1942a], ff. 119b-120a; Ahmad b. Yahya Ibn al-Murtada, Tabaqat
al-Mu ‘tazila. Die Klassen der Mu ‘taziliten, ed. Susanna Diwald-Wilzer, Beirut /
Wiesbaden 1961, p. 105.

3 On these two Mu 'tazilis, see Daniel Gimaret, “Ebn ‘Ayyas,” Encyclopaedia Iranica,
vol. 8, p. 1; Josef van Ess, “Abii ‘Abd Allah al-Basri,” The Encyclopaedia of Islam. New
Edition. Supplement, pp. 12-14.

4 This is Abi Muhammad ‘Abd Allah b. Muhammad b. al-Hasan al-Khalidi. On him,
see Daniel Gimaret, “Bibliographie d‘As‘ari: Un réexamen,” Journal Asiatique 273
(1985), pp. 245-47 ## 22-26. See also Josef van Ess, Theologie und Gesellschaft im 2.
und 3. Jahrhundert Hidschra. Eine Geschichte des religisen Denkens im friihen Islam.
Band VI, Berlin 1995, p. 266.
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As a result he decided first to write the section on the threat.’ In his
Sharh ‘Uyin al-masa’il Al-Hakim al-Jishumi repeats the information
provided by ‘Abd al-Jabbar in his entry on Ibn Khallad.® In his entry on
al-Khalidi he adds that Ibn Khallad had died before he could complete
his Sharh and that later on Qadi ‘Abd al-Jabbar completed it with his
Takmilat al-Sharh.” In his biographical notice on ‘Abd al-Jabbar al-
Jishumi ascribes to him a Sharh al-Usiil as well as a Takmilat al-Sharh.8
This suggests that in addition to the latter work, and presumably after
having completed it, ‘Abd al-Jabbar had written his own commentary on
the entire Kitab al-Usul by Ibn Khallad.?

The Kitab al-Usil had also been studied by the Hanafite scholar Abu
1-Hasan al-Karkhi (d. 340/952) under Abu 1-‘Ala’ al-Sayrafi.!® Moreover,
there is evidence that Ibn Khallad’s Kitab al-Usil (and possibly his
Sharh al-Usil) was read among contemporary Jewish Mu‘tazilis. The
Karaite author Abt Ya'qub Yusuf al-Basir (d. ca. 431/1040) refers to it
in his al-Kitab al-Muhtawi,'' and he reports in his refutation of his older
contemporary, the Rabbanite Samuel ben Hofni Gaon (Naqd ‘ald
Shemuel Ras al-Mathiba), that the latter had studied the work with a
certain Ibn Tihan (or: Thayhan).!? Moreover, Samuel ben Hofni also

5 ‘Abd al-Jabbar, “Fadl al-i tizal,” p. 324:

6 See al-Hakim al-Jishumi, Sharh ‘Uyin al-masa’il, MS Leiden OR 2584A [= Ar.
1942a], ff. 119b:20-120a:2.

This information is repeated by Ibn al-Murtada in his 7abagat, p. 105. See also
Wilferd Madelung, Der Imam al-Qasim ibn Ibrahim und die Glaubenslehre der Zaiditen,
Berlin 1965, p. 181; Daniel Gimaret, “Les Usil al-hamsa du Qadi ‘Abd al-Gabbar et leurs
commentaires,” Annales islamologiques 15 (1979), p. 69.

7 Al-Hakim al-Jishumi, Sharh ‘Uyin al-masa’il, MS Leiden OR 2584A [= Ar.
1942a], f. 123a:11-18

8 Al-Hakim al-Jishumi, Sharh ‘Uyin al-masa’il, MS Leiden OR 2584A [= Ar.
1942a], f. 124b:4, 6 (= ed. Fu’ad Sayyid, pp. 367-68).

9 Neither of the two titles is mentioned in the autobibliographical note at the end of
his Kitab al-Mughni fi abwab al-tawhid wa-I-‘adl, vol. 20 ii, ed. Mahmud Muhammad
Qasim, Cairo [n.d.], pp. 257-58. This may suggest that he wrote them after he had
completed the Kitab al-Mughni. Cf. also ‘Abd al-Karim ‘Uthman, Qadr I-qudat ‘Abd al-
Jabbar b. Ahmad al-Hamadhani, Cairo 1967, pp. 65 # 24 [Takmilat al-Sharh)], 66 # 36
[Sharh al-Usul which ‘Uthman takes to be the same as his Sharh al-Usil al-khamsa).

10 “Abd al-Jabbar, “Fadl al-i tizal,” ed. Fu’ad Sayyid, p. 319. For al-Karkhi, Abi ‘Abd
Allah al-BasrT’s teacher in law, see Sezgin, Geschichte des arabischen Schrifttums. Band
I, p. 444 #22.

II'See Haggai Ben-Shammai’s review of G. Vajda, Al-Kitab al-Muhtawt de Yisuf al-
Basir, in Kiryat Sefer 62 (1989), p. 410.

12 See David E. Sklare, Samuel ben Hofni Gaon and his cultural world. Texts and
Studies, Leiden 1996, pp. 53 n. 48, 57 n. 62
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responds at length to Ibn Khallad’s polemical arguments against Judaism
in his Kitab Naskh al-Shar "> adducing numerous quotations from Ibn
Khallad’s Kitab al-Usiil or Sharh al-Usil .\

None of the works of Ibn Khallad has come down to us directly,
although substantial portions of his Kitab al-Usil and/or Sharh al-Usiil
have reached us embedded in the Kitab Ziyadat Sharh al-Usil by the
Zaydi Imam al-Natiq bi-l-haqq Abu Talib Yahya b. al-Husayn b. Hartin
al-Buthant (d. 424/1033) in the recension of one Sayyid Abu 1-Qasim,
who has been tentatively identified as al-Natiq’s student Muhammad b.
Ahmad b. Mahdi al-Hasani.!> An editio princeps of the text of the
Ziyadat is offered in the present volume, based on what seems to be a
unique manuscript, owned by Leiden University Library (Cod. Or 2949
[= Arab 2307]).'¢ The title of the work is indicated on f. 1a of the codex

13 See Sklare, Samuel ben Hofni Gaon, pp. 28-29, 52-52, 110 n. 31; idem, “Responses
to Islamic Polemics by Jewish Mutakallimin in the Tenth Century,” The Majlis.
Interreligious Encounters in Medieval Islam, eds. Hava Lazarus-Yafeh et al., Wiesbaden
1999, pp. 137-61.

14 Quotations from Ibn Khallad (introduced as a rule as wa-amma qawl Ibn Khallad /
thumma qala Ibn Khallad | thumma dhakara Ibn Khallad ... wa-qala) are to be found in
the ninth chapter of the Kitab Naskh al-shar‘, portions of which are preserved in MSS
Firk. Yevr.-Arab. I 1686, 3024, 3204. We are grateful to David Sklare for having provided
us with copies of these manuscripts. An edition of Samuel ben Hofni’s Kitab Naskh al-
shar ‘ is currently being prepared by David Sklare.

15 Madelung, Der Imam al-Qasim ibn Ibrahim, p. 180. See also Gimaret, “Les Usil al-
hamsa,” p. 71.—On al-Natiq bi-l-haqq, see Madelung, Der Imam al-Qdsim ibn Ibrahim,
pp. 178-82; idem, “Zu einigen Werken des Imams Abu Talib an-Natiq bi-1-haqq,” Der
Islam 63 (1986), pp. 5-10.

Two other later ta ‘alig on Ibn Khallad’s Kitab al-Usil are discussed in Hassan Ansari
and Sabine Schmidtke, “The Zaydi reception of Ibn Khallad’s Kitab al-Usiul: The ta ‘lig of
Abi Tahir b. ‘Al1 al-Saffar” (forthcoming).

16 The manuscript, which is of Yemeni origin and was part of the collection of Amin b.
Hasan al-Madani (d. 1316/1898) acquired in 1883, was first described by Carlo Landberg,
Catalogue de manuscrits arabes provenant d’une bibliotheque privée a el-Medina et
appartenant a la maison E.J. Brill, Leiden 1883, p. 163 no. 589; for no clear reason,
Landberg gives 8/14t century as the date of copying. See also the later descriptions of
the manuscript by M.Th. Houtsma, “Die Hashwiya,” Zeitschrift fiir Assyriologie 26
(1912) [Festschrift fiir Ignaz Goldziher herausgegeben von Carl Bezold], p. 198 n. xx. Cf.
also Handlist of Arabic Manuscripts in the Library of the University of Leiden and Other
Collections in the Netherlands. Compiled by P. Voorhoeve. Second Enlarged Edition.
Leiden 1980, p. 407; Inventory of the Oriental Manuscripts of the Library of the
University of Leiden. Volume 3. Manuscripts OR. 2001—OR. 3000. Registered in Leiden
University Library in the Period between 1871 and 1883. Compiled by Jan Just Witkam,
Leiden 2007 [http://www.islamicmanuscripts.info/inventories/leiden/or03000.pdf
(consulted 10/06/2010)], p. 231.—On Amin al-Madani, see C. Snouck Hurgronje, Het
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as Kitab Ziyadat Sharh al-Usil mimma ‘ulliga ‘an al-Sayyid al-Imam al-
Natiq bi-lI-haqq Abt Talib Yahya b. al-Husayn al-Harini radiya llah
‘anhu. At the end of the text, a later Zayd1 author added a brief outline of
the Zaydi doctrine on the imamate (mukhtasar fi lI-imama), a topic that
had not been dealt with by Ibn Khallad and that was therefore not
covered by al-Natiq bi-1-haqq in his Ziyadat.!” 1t is in the introduction to
this Mukhtasar that the relation between the Ziyadat and Ibn Khallad’s
work is made explicit: Ziyadat Sharh al-Usil li-I-Shaykh Abt ‘Alt b.
Khallad rahimahu llah (f. 204b:15). If this last piece of information can
be relied upon, al-Natiq bi-l-haqq’s Ziyadat (“additions”) would refer to
Ibn Khallad’s autocommentary and most likely ‘Abd al-Jabbar’s Takmil-
at al-Sharh and they may not be related to ‘Abd al-Jabbar’s later
commentary on Ibn Khallad’s Kitab al-Usil.

The various layers of the text are less clearly distinguishable than is
suggested either by the title of the work or the specification given at the
beginning of the Mukhtasar. There are various references to the earliest
layer of the text, i.e., the work (“al-kitab”) of Ibn Khallad (“sahib al-
kitab”), yet it cannot be established whether these refer to his Kitab al-
Usiil or his Sharh al-Usiil.'® There are several more precise references to
the author of the original work, viz. dalil akhar dhakarahu I-Shaykh Abii
‘Alt fi l-asl,"® followed by a quotation evidently taken from ‘Abd al-
Jabbar’s Takmilat al-Sharh which is introduced as gala Qadr I-qudat
rahimahu llah: al-murad bi-dhalika ... (f. 61b), and, again mentioning
both ‘Abd al-Jabbar’s Supplement and the original work even more
precisely: gala Qadri I-qudat: yajibu an tudhkara hadhihi I-dalala ‘ala
hadha I-wajh wa-la tudhkaru ‘ald l-wajh alladht dhakarahu al-Shaykh
Abii “Alt b. Khallad fi I-kitab (f. 170b). A third reference to Ibn Khallad
runs wa-dhakara al-Shaykh Abi ‘Alr dalilan akhar fa-qala ... (f. 177b),
and an additional reference has wa- ‘ashiruha ma dhakarahu al-Shaykh

Leidsche Orientalistencongres. Indrukken van een Arabisch congreslid, Leiden 1883;
Khayr al-Din al-Zirikli, al-A4 ‘lam, Beirut 1989, vol. 2, pp. 15-16.

17Ff. 204b:9-212a:19 [istahaggaha]. This chapter is not included in the present
edition.—Leiden University Library also owns a copy by C. van Arendonk of most of the
chapter on the imamate (Cod. Or. 8301r). Cf. Voorhoeve, Handlist, p. 407, Witkam,
Inventory, p. 231.

18 Ajaba fi I-kitab ‘an hadha l-su’al fa-qala (f. 11b); wa-jawab akhar dhakarahu sahib
al-kitab (f. 14b); wa-istadalla ‘ala hadha sahib al-kitab (f. 17a); wa-dhakara sahib al-
kitab (f. 17b); wa-jawab akhar ‘an hadhihi I-shubha dhukira fi I-kitab (f. 55b); wa-qad
dhakara fi I-kitab (ff. 65b, 84a, 113a, 113b, 201b); wa-ma dhakaru fi I-kitab (f. 167a).

19 Most references to “Abili ‘AlT” in the work are to Abli ‘Alf al-Jubba’'1i. However,
there are cases where there is internal evidence showing that Ibn Khallad is meant.
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Abii ‘Al (f. 179b). Another possible reference to Ibn Khallad is on f.
184b where it is stated dalil akhar ‘ala asl al-mas’ala dhakarahu al-
Shaykh Abii ‘Ali. The text contains frequent references to ‘Abd al-Jabbar
(again, most likely his Takmilat al-Sharh) which are introduced in most
cases as [wa-Jqala al-qadr [rahimahu llah] (ff. 6a, 12a, 17b, 31b, 33b,
38b, 40a, 40b, 63a, 65a, 66b, 67a, 69a, 75a, 84b, 90a, 94a, 99a, 109b,
111b, 112b, 114b, 115a, 115b, 131a, 146a, 146b, 155b, 157a, 158b, 159a,
166a, 177b, 201a) or, less frequently, gala Qadr I-qudat [rahimahu llah
ta‘ala] (ff. 30a, 61b, 165b, 171a).2 Moreover, in addition to the
instances already mentioned before, there are various passages through-
out the text in which the two early layers—Ibn Khallad’s work and ‘Abd
al-Jabbar’s supplement—are referred to explicitly in the same context,
introduced by formulas such as gala [I-Qadr rahimahu llah: wa-hadha [-
Jawab awla mimma ajaba bihi sahib al-kitab (f. 112b), or gala I-Qadr
rahimahu llah: wa-ma dhakarahu fi I-kitab (f. 167a).

Openings such as gala [-Sayyid al-Imam radiya llah ‘anhu: wa-lam
yudhkar fi I-kitab al-wajh fi annahu (f. 35a) or gala al-Sayyid al-Imam
radiva llah ‘anhu: wa-qad dhakara fi I-kitab dalilan akhar wa-tahsiluhu
... (f. 65b) suggest that the author of the Ziyadat—the references doubt-
less refer to al-Natiq bi-I-hagq—did not read Ibn Khallad’s work exclus-
ively through the eyes of Qadi ‘Abd al-Jabbar but also had immediate
access to it. The layer of al-Natiq bi-l1-haqq’s Ziyadat is introduced in
most cases by Sayyid Abu 1-Qasim, as is indicated by the formula gala
al-Sayyid Abu 1-Qasim rahimahu llah: [wa-]qala I-Imam Abi Talib
radiya llah ‘?anhu (ff. 4b, 74, 15a, 138a, 160b), gala [-Sayyid rahimahu
llah: qala I-Imam radiya llah ‘anhu (f. 74Y), qala I-Sayyid Abu I-Qasim
rahimahu llah ‘anhu: wa-qad ‘abbara ‘an hadha l-ma ‘na wa-qala I-
Imam radiya llah ‘anhu (f. 6a), haka I-Sayyid Abu [-Qdsim ‘an al-Sayyid
al-Imam radiya llah ‘anhu annahu qala ... (f. 99a), or qala I-Sayyid Abu
[-Qasim hakiyan ‘an al-Sayyid al-Imam Abi Talib radiya llah ‘anhu (f.
162a). As the text proceeds, however, the view of al-Natiq bi-l-haqq is
often mentioned without an intermediate reference to al-Sayyid Abu I-
Qasim, as is indicated by the formula gala /-Sayyid al-Imam as in gala

20 Cf. also the following references to Qadi ‘Abd al-Jabbar which again no doubt refer
to his Takmilat Sharh al-Usil: dalil akhar dhakarahu Qadr I-qudat (f. 12a, 131a), wajh
akhar dhakarahu 1-Qadr rahimahu Illah (ff. 94b, 115a), gad dhakara Qadr I-qudat (f.
153a), jawab akhar dhakara al-Qadr (f. 104b), wa-i ‘tarada Qadi I-qudat ‘ala hadha wa-
qala (f. 109b), al-gadt rahimahu llah i ‘tarada ‘ala dalil (f. 130b), lakinna [I-Qadr ‘tarada
‘ald hadha fa-qala (f. 164a).
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al-Sayyid al-Imam Abi Talib radiya llah ‘anhu (ff. 31b, 32a), gala I-
Sayyid al-Imam radiya llah ‘anhu (ff. 35a, 43b, 58b, 64a, 65b, 67a, §1b,
82b, 86a, 88b, 95a, 101a, 103a), gala I-Sayyid al-Imam ridwan Allah
‘alayhi (f. 37a), or qala I-Sayyid al-Imam qaddasa llah rithahu (ff. 30b,
38a, 73a).2! While it is most likely that the title Sayyid refers to the
Imam himself, the possibility that the scribe (or the scribe of an earlier
copy) simply conflated the titles of Abu I-Qasim and that of the Imam, is
not to be excluded. We also come across some unequivocal opening
statements in which both Abu 1-Qasim and the Imam are called al-
Sayyid, as in the examples cited above (ff. 99a and 162a). There are a
number of references to specific views of al-Sayyid Abu 1-Qasim (gala /-
Sayyid, ff. 60b, 177a; gala I-Sayyid rahimahu llah, ff. 23a, 25a, 28a, 29b,
70b, 89b, 177a, 185a; gala I-Sayyid Abu I-Qasim rahimahu llah, f. 60a),
suggesting that the present text may have been recorded by a later author,
possibly a student of Abu 1-Qasim. To what extent he had revised a
possible earlier recension of Abu 1-Qasim or whether the present text
originated rather in an imla’ context is unclear. There are a number of
references to earlier layers of the text which remain obscure. In one short
paragraph on f. 17b, three textual layers are introduced one after the
other by the following formulas: gala [-Qadr rahimahu llah ... wa-
dhakara sahib al-kitab ... wa-qad dhakarnd. Whereas the first two
statements refer to ‘Abd al-Jabbar and Ibn Khallad respectively, it is
unclear who the first person in the final statement dhakarna is—al-Natiq
bi-l-haqq, Abu 1-Qasim or perhaps Ibn Khallad, assuming that wa-gad
dhakarnd is part of the quotation from the original work. In addition, at
two instances (the first one occurring at the beginning of a new chapter)
we find gala rahimahu llah (ff. 47b, 85b), a eulogy characteristically
used throughout the text for both ‘Abd al-Jabbar and Abu [-Qasim (as
opposed to al-Natiq bi-I-haqq whose name is usually followed by radiya
llah ‘anhu). Moreover, explicit references to the various layers of the
text gradually become fewer as the text proceeds, and they are rare in the
second half of the manuscript.

That the text originated in a teaching context and was not primarily
designed as a written theological summa is suggested by the fact that it
lacks an introduction. This is confirmed by a comparison with the extant
Mu'tazili literature from the time of Qadi ‘Abd al-Jabbar and his
students: Throughout the Ziyadat the relevant context and argumenta-

21 See also ‘abbara I-Imam radiya llah ‘anhu ‘an dhalika bi-anna (f. 16b), qala I-
Imam radiya llah ‘anhu (ff. 57a, 182b).
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tions are often only hinted at and can only be fully understood through
consultation of more comprehensive works such as ‘Abd al-Jabbar’s al-
Mughnt fi abwab al-tawhid wa-I-'adl, Manakdim’s [Ta lig] Sharh al-
Usil al-khamsa or Ibn Mattawayh’s al-Majmii * fi I-muhit bi-I-taklif.

Although al-Natiq bi-l-haqq’s Ziyadat contains relatively few
references to Ibn Khallad’s original work and although it is
impossible—despite the frequent references to (and most likely quota-
tions from) Qadi ‘Abd al-Jabbar’s Takmila—to differentiate systematic-
ally between the various layers of the text and to reconstruct Ibn
Khallad’s original Kitab al-Usil or Sharh al-Usil, the overall structure
of the Ziyadat certainly reflects that of the original work which differs
significantly from that of later extant Mu tazili summae from the 4t/10%
century. As was characteristic of earlier Mu'tazili treatises, the discus-
sion of prophecy (under the rubric of a refutation of the Barahima) and
of the createdness of the Qur’an (under the rubric of a refutation of the
Kullabiyya) follows directly upon the discussion of tawhid and the
divine attributes.?? In al-Natiq bi-I-haqq’s Ziyadat, the topics typically
dealt with unter the rubric of divine justice (‘adl) follow the discussion
of prophecy. They open with a bab al-irdada containing a detailed discus-
sion of God’s will, which again is characteristic of earlier Mutazili
kalam tracts. This is followed by two chapters on ta ‘dil wa-tajwir. In
later writings, the issue of God’s being willing came to form part of the
discussion of the divine attributes, whereas prophecy was treated towards
the end of the ‘adl complex. The topics related to the threat (al-wa id)
are discussed next in the Ziyadat—against ‘Abd al-Jabbar’s statement
that this section was placed at the beginning of Ibn Khallad’s Sharh al-
Usil>® The Ziyadat ends with a bab al-gada’ wa-I-qadar which is
concluded by a statement of either the scribe of the Leiden manuscript or
the scribe of an earlier copy, to the effect that the positioning of this
chapter is odd, as it should rather have been placed next to the bab khalg
al-af“al. However, since his Vorlage (asl al-nuskha) placed it here, he
left the order unchanged.?* The text includes no discussion of either the
imamate or the issue of commanding right and forbidding wrong (al-amr
bi-l-ma ‘rif wa-I-nahy ‘an al-munkar).

22 See Ulrich Rudolph, Al-Maturidi und die sunnitische Theologie in Samarkand,
Leiden 1997, pp. 240f1f.

23 See n. 6, above.

24 F. 204b: wa- lam anna hadha I-bab kana yajibu an yakiina bi-janb bab khalg al-
af‘al ghayr annahu fi asl al-nuskha kanat maktiba hahuna fa-katabnahu ka-dhalika.
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MS Leiden Cod. Or 2949 (= Arab 2307), the text presented here,
consists of 214 folios, 24,5x17 cm, 18/20 lines to a page. It is written on
red and white paper, in black ink with some red. The first and the last
leaves (ff. 1, 214) were heavily damaged at the bottom and underwent
preservation measures; the last two lines of f. 1b are partly torn off and
the leaf was placed wrongly into the codex: f. 214b precedes f. 214a. F.
149 is likewise severely damaged (more than half of the leaf is torn off
from top to bottom). The undated manuscript was copied by a later,
unidentified scribe. The text is often corrupt, marred as it is by
dittographies, lacunae etc. It is obvious that the scribe often did not
properly grasp what he was writing. Throughout the manuscript, there
are numerous instances where the scribe misplaced portions of the text
that was apparently written in the margin of his original (see, e.g., ff. 26b
and 27a, 85b). In some instances, he erroneously integrated marginal
notes and explanations that do not belong to the text of the Ziyadat into
his copy (see, e.g., ff. 61b, 70a, 180b). In several places, the text remains
incomplete and it is evident that the scribe must have missed something
(see, e.g., ff. 103a, 113a, 114b, 201a); wherever possible, conjectural
additions are given on the basis of parallel passages in the extant
Mu ‘tazilt literature.
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