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Junp 11, 1941

Der r Dr. Rapklne:

I am delighted to hear of the

~rra e~ent ab ut Jca errin. I h va

•

a ealed to m assador eory {aye on behalf

o Langevin and hope th t ol.1ct1 lng wl1.1

co of It. I s 11 be gl~d to kce you

in or ed o~ ~ll develo_m nts.

Yours lncl"rely,

Dr. L ul~ R kine
c/o Th ~oc e ell r Fo dn i n
49 est 49th ~ reet
~ York, I. Y•
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c/o The Rockefeller Foundation
49 West 49th Street

ew York City

~ 30, 1941

Dr. Frank Aydelotte
Institute of dvanced Study
Princeton, N.J.

Dear Dr. Aydelotte:

I am very happy to announce to you that a solution was
arrived at/for Professor Jean Perrin. May I give you a resume of
what seems to be like a detective story.

I took up your clue and wrote to Professor Harlow
Shapley. Professor Harlow Shapley answered immediately giving
me the clue to get in touch with Dr. Seelye of the Emergency
Oommittee for Displaced cholars. By a bit of good fortune
Dr. Seelye had in his ossession a letter from Wilson College,
Pa., asking for a suggestion concerning a teacher in science.
We put two and two together and we immediately wrote to the
President of the Wilsdn College about Jean Pe~Tin. He answered
promptly and favorably. I cabled to Dr. Perrin and Dr. Perrin
has acce ted. We will send him the contract in a few days. It
now depends on Vichy that this story should have a happy ending.
I do not doubt but that Dr. Perrin will get his exit-and transit­
visae. At any rate everything worked successfully on this side.
Let us hope that it should work out as c:uickly and successfully
on the other side.

Thanking you, Dr. Aydelotte for your sym"pathy and
for your suggestions which started the ball rolling, I am,

Most fat thfully yours,

I~~O(J/~f-
Dr. Louis Rapkine
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lIay ~ 1941

Del Pro e3~or ~npkine:

I am jee ly moved by your letter
about Je Perrin. I t would ~e quite 1IIIP05­
sible for us to e.cend im a ictitious
invitation~ but I ,ill take ~tep to see
wilet er anyth g ca be done to make ·a real
lnvit tion possible. If we c uld et a fund
which ,'ould insure 'lim 0" a sti end. or two
ye rs and is tr-velin ex. en es~ I st~uld

be mo't hap"y to invit h1m~ and if then it
s~emed be t for him to 0 elsewhere we could
send him and the fUnd along toget1er.

"ith kinde3t re ards~ I am

YourJ ~i cerely~

FRf~ '. A_ FLO'!' "':

Prof. Louis ha kine
c/o The Rockefeller Founda~ion
/Y9 ~.e!lt 19th ::; treet
New "ork~ N. Y.

F :

•

I
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c/o The Bockefeller Foundation
49 West 49th Street
New York, N. Y.

Dr. Frank Aydelotte
The Institute for Advanced Study
Princeton, N. J.

Dear Dr. Aydelotte.-

Thank you for your letter of the 21st of April, to whioh
I thought there was no necessity to answer. However, I recei Ted on the 29th
of April a oable from Prof. Jean Perrin whioh moved me very IllUch. This is the
way it goes.

"Aurai visa Americain Ie vingt mai stop pas reou
invitation f'acilitant autres visas stop message
tranmnis Franois stop merci amities. Perrin."

This cs.ble was in answer to my cable that an Emergency visa was
granted to him by the State Department. I never mentioned to him even the
slightest hope of an invitation to this country. fut in my heart of' hearts
I always felt uneasy that there was no invitation for so great a Physicist,
one of the great pioneers of atomic physics of this oentury. Although he is
seventy years old, he is so alert and so alive to everything which represents
a progress in Physics that I think he would be a res.l inspiration to many a
young scientist. I even felt that it would not be out of place to invite
Jean Perrin even only as a gesture of human dignity towards a man who has done
so much personally in research, as well as for the development of scientific
research.

Dear Dr. Aydelotte, I am speaking to you in tilis vein becauee I
know that you feel about all this even as I do. I am aware of all you have
done for Prof. Ulngevin and all the trouble ths.tit must have put you to. Yet
I cannot prevent myself' from writing again to you with the feeliI\l; that if any­
thing could be done for Jean Perrin it could be done by you.

Things are tightening in France, I am afraid, and Jean Perrin is
in great danger because he was Under Secretary of' State for Scientif'ic Research
during the Popular Front Government. This has stamped him as a "lied", altho~h

I can vouoh f'or the fact that there has never been a more staunoh anti-colllllnlnist
than Jean Perrin. I know, through correspondence, and through people who have
lately seen him, that Perrin is extremely anxious to get over here away from the
reach of the Nazis whether they be German or French.

I wonder whether you oannot, because of this emergency, even send
a fictitious invitation. I am sure that if Prof'. Perrin could come here we
would have no difficulty in finding the stipend necessary to pay him some salary
that lIOuld permit him to carry on useful and inspiring work. His cable seems
to indicate that what he mainly wants an invitation for is to be able to get his
other visae, such as an exit visa and possibly a visa to,~o through Martinique.
Could you please do something about such an invitation? '11',1 could not persuade
the a:>ckefeller Foundation to pay the travel expenses, I thill,k that I can myself
find the necessary funds for travel. May 1 beg you, dear Dr. Aydelotte, to aot
quiokly, if any action could be taken at all. Thanking you in advance, I am,

Very faithfully yours. 0 _ . u: ~ ~ £

L~~~
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April 16, 1941

D ar Professor Rapkine:

Please pardon my delny in 'nswGring

your letter of April 4th. As you may have heard,

the Emergency Committee could not help Dr. Langevin

but a special committee has been tryinu. to raise

money for him for two years. I am optimistic as

to their success but we have no definite assurances

as yet. As soon as I ave the money assured I shall

be glad to write all the form, 1 letters you su gest.

I have Perrin very much on,my mind.

Th~ case 0 Lan evin seemed more pressing, but as

soon as that is ta en care of I shall begin work

on Perrin.

With kindest regards, I am
I

Yours si carely,

I
FRftNK AYD'LOTTE

Prof. Louis Rapkine
The Rockefeller Foundation
49 W st 49th Street

ew York, N. Y.

FA:MR
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c/o The Rockefeller Foundation
49 West 49th Street
New York, N.Y.

April 4, 1941

Dr. Frank Aydelotte
The Institute for Advanced Study
Princeton, N,J.

Dear Dr. Aydelotte:

Thank you for the short and hopeful note that your
secretary sent me on the 26th of March, concerni~ Prof. P.
Langevin.

---

May I e=hange compliments in the way of good news:
Both Prof. Langevin and Prof. Jean Perrin have now been notified
by the State Department in W shi~ton that they will be granted
emergency visae by the consulate ... in Paris and Lyon. If you
recall, I had prepared dossiers for both these scientists and
very quickly had them approved by Mr. George L. Warren, of the
President's Advisory Committee. Once approved, they were sent
to the Departments of State and Justice. And, just recently, I
was informed by Mr. Warren of the good news.

There are two things that I should like to ask you,
dear sir:

1. If the subsidy from the Dnergency Committee
has been granted to Dr. Langevin, would it be possible
for you to write to lr. George L. Warren, informing
him of that? He would have this information ca led
to the Pari s American Consulate. As you know, the
consulates are often jealous of their prerogatives and
such information could go a long way to have things
move quickly. I thinlt that even the German authori ties,
if Prof. Langevin will have to con sul t then, may be
more impressed by an official invitation from your
Insti tute. The,. may be more lenient in granting
him an exit permi

2. This is a bit of Wishful thinking: I wonder
whether any hope could be held out to have a similar
subsidy for Prof. Jean Perrin? It is so difficult, in
the minds of most French scientists, to separate the
names of these two men. They have been life-lo~

friends and they have both done together so much for
the advancement of physics in France, both spiritually
and materially, that it would be & great pity that
they should be separated at this critical moment. How­
ever. if it isn't possible, it can't be helped. laybe
we will find a means of plACing Prof. Perrin when he
come s over here.
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Thanking you, Dear Dr. Aydelotte, for all you have
done end for your kind interest in our distillgl1ished French
scientists and scholars,

Believe me to be

Very fA.ithfully yours,

~~/~
10uis llapkine
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CA.L.EDONIA 5'8836

FRED M STEI N
270 MADISON AVE-NUl!::

HEW YORK

April 1, 1941

Dear President Aydelotte:

Tlank you for your letter and for the
memorandum you enclosed about Langevin.

I have got 1Ir. Lie man busy. I have
asked Professor Slapley to do some writing, and I
shall make a few attempts myself', am I hope we may
be successful in raising the necessary $5000.

Just as soon as I have any good news,
I shall inform you.

Sincerely yours,

",

Pres. Frank Aydelotte
T e Institute f()[" Advanced Study
Princeton, .lew Jersey

F :KH
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The Emergency Committee m Aid of Displaced Foreign Scholars
2 WEST 45TH STREET NEW YORK CITY Telephone: VAnderbilt 6-1471

HAROLD WILLIS DODDS
SlONEY B. FAY

ABRAHAM FLEXNER
HARRY A. GARFIELD

ROBERT M. HUTCHINS
HENRY N. MAC CRACltEN

GENERAL COMMITTEE
ROBERT A. MILLIKAN
WESLEY C. MITOfELL
HAROLD G. MOULTON
WILLIAM A. NEllSON

GEORGE NORLIN
KARION eDwARDS PAlUC

WALTER CaL SCOTT
ROBERT a. SPROUL
OSWALD VEBLEN

RAY LYMAN WILBUR
ERNEST H. WILKINS
WARY E. WOOLLEY

EXECUTNE COMMITTEE

STEPHEN DUGGAN. Chairmrm L. C DUNN
:NELSON P. MEAD. S,cnfoty BERNARD FLEXNER

FRED M. STEIN. Trfluurtr ALVIN JOHNSON
AU=R.EO E. COHN. Allislanl TUlUurfr CHARLES J. LIEBMAN

RANI; AYDELOTTE HENRY ALLEN MOE
HAJU.OW SHAPLEY

LAURENS H. SEELYE. Auiltllnr to tllr Chllirman

lolarch 26, 1941

Dr. Frank Aydelotte
Director
The Institute for Advanced study
Princeton, New Jersey

Dear Aydelotte:

You know that I shall be very glad to place your application

formally before members of our SUbcommittee on Applications at

their next meeting. There is not a chance, however, that they would

grant as much as $4,000 a year for Dr. La.ngevin--even though he is

Dr. Langevin. It has been years since they have given as much as

$2,000. T.is is just by-the-by, however, and I shall be delighted

to take the matter up with my Committee.

SD:ES

Sincerely yours,

c~~
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Lrch 2&, 1941

y "ear Dr. Re.pk1nel

Dr. ;y;lelotte ~6'S me to thank you for

your letter 1erch :u.th I.nd to e.y thb.t he now

hop 0 bain ble to get a subsidy for

I

Profess r LEO evin fro rgency Co~ttee. I

e

~ cret

Dr., ouis Rb kine
Ci 0 P.ockofellcr l!ounddion
49 ,e t 49th 'ree.

" Yor Cit

'CG

yours,

to Dr. FrUlk Aydelotte

/
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Karch 22, 1941

Doctor JOMlIOn I

Andre eil told e t t h had spoken to you about. the" ur ald"

t rpriae. Under this coll ctive peeudonym a aet of yo Fr ch

tic1ans baa atarted to publiah a number of 1 sa conc rn g th sic

dillciplin :I of 11& h tica.

acc nt in c1aa ical on calculus, and tor ery--

thin rated to calculus the I. ench "Coura d'Anal a." by C8lI1lle Jordan,

Go sat. othera, have th paat played a v vital in th tical

tra1nin over the 1IJrld. But in t 1 I. ent tive ye r th 11111

haa ahift to ther fi 11k topolo bra and it hall b co nec s-

aar)' I. lay th foundaUOOll deeper. ~ in calculUII, eral au nt

about 1\mda ntal ideas, notationa, term1nolo waa r ch a long time

0, condi ionll v rlllOlained r luid (not to say contuaed) in the newer

dlllciplinea. But the ti e lie t.o have h inte at.ion and a certain

de oe t atan ardbation a uld d could be atte ted nth a fair hope ot
uccea • such inte ation haa en brou hI. a ut by indi du-

rk ot en us of auch par unt rtanc I. I. noboc17 'IIOrk g in the

field c' d vad its 1ntlu nce. 5 tforta en bT a group

.xIll"eaal tor tilla purpose ar 1 a sur ot s ccesal t.heir c event 1f111

a do r 1. J.1D.1!'y on school adhering to a special brand ot
a stract id s w1t~ut tinding acc tane oth r schools, r I. e 1'0 nd -

tiona laid 1111 hI. aoon prove too narrow, e. I se these an era and am

th efor 1 a t.bus1aatic u1. th nterprlll than the tre ren II thE:lll-
•• •elv. ther is an urg nt n d, as tar II I can se "P'ilourbald is

trying v earn atly and intellig tly to tind the b III. d s pleat ay to
arran II tho f ntal doas and to fix th no nclature. and execu-

tion of ea vol ar diacussed in full detail bT t.he whol group, d be-

fore the uacript is finished it will haY been rewritten by thr to our

aut ra. It a e tain t I. no singl er of t. ha ac-

co liah 1Ihat thll7 ve one paolini the th tic
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Dr. Alvin Johnson - 2 ch 22, 1941

So far two small volUllea. on abstract sets and general topoloiT. have

appeared. in French in the ActuaUtes Scientifiques et Industrielle.J prepara­

tion of the material for three rore volumes is far advanced. But now the

group bas been broken up by the war; t ee of its leading era - Andre

Weil, Chevalley, am Henri Carlan - are, or 1dll soon be, in tl is country.

A condition sine qua non for th continuatio 0:" the work uld b I. e bring-

ing over of at lea&t t r ra, d I. s is the r ason why I writ to

you about it.

In October last year I sent arr n Weaver a list of ench math-

emat cians. otly un er C1en, t;OT.\ one could consider as candidates for the

rescue action undertaken join\. y b 1.1 1l."ld the Rockefeller Foundation. I en-

close a copy brought u to dllte by info tion oMained from Andr6 eil. It

so happens that all th Bourbald. collaborators are on it. The two en who

Weil cons ders indispensable for continuation of the work ar (5) Jean Delearle

ani (9) Jean DieudolUle. Delaart speaks no ngUsh and distrust. his lin stic

abilities. It ~uld be much bett r to plllCB him in th I'rench CathoUc univer­

sity in 1!ontreal than anywhere in the United States. Things are different with

DieudolUle, who _I' a octor Fello in inceton University 1"rO::l 1927 to 1929.

In opinion an invitation to this country to any cratic- ded

foreign scholar who 18 threatened by the (le us hopEl short-Uved) azification

of the 1Jl'opean continent ohould de d first of all on his ecllolllotic etanding,

am then on hiB adaptability. The f ct of his being indispElDsable for ork like

that of the Bourbaki &roup, ho ,ever ritorioua, should y playa decisive

role in \. selection. However, ell the ;i'Otmg French th ticiAns (2)-(9),

except (2) Henri cartan ani (5) Jean ray, ar of nearly eq\lll1 rank. (2) is

placed, (5) out of reach. Hence, if t ere is a possibility of bringing over

to rica one re younG rench the_tician,! should find it justifiable to

concentrate on D1 l:d nne, and to try to establish Delsarte in Canada.

Very sincerely yours,

Dr. Alvin Johnson
Ne School for cial .eeearch
66 West 12th Street
New York City

d~ sent to Kessr•• Apple e\. Aydelotte

Hermann eyl
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October 14, 1940

Corrected March 21, 1941

A list of French mathematicians

who may be helped by an invitation to this country

GENERAL OBSERVATION. Probably the cases are most urgent of those mathematicians

who have been di issed ( ) or who were teaching at strasbourg or Nancy ( ) or

were born in Alsace ("'); the latter are perhaps in danger of being made German

Rating.
Address.

)

rational

anxiety about the classes (

Ecole ormale Superieure (ENS) 02-05
Maitre de conferenoes,Montpellier 09-17
Professor, Utrecht (Rolland) 17-22
Since then in Paris; full professor since 1951

Theory of integration and derivation, series of complex
functions
Outstanding.

116 Boul. Raspail, Paris

against their will. [Any particular

) seems to be unfounded. 5/21/41]

Denjoy, Arnaud, born 1884, January 5
Married
Education:
Positions:

Field.

and (

(1)

citizens

Bourbaki

(2) Cartan, Renri, born 1904, JUly 8, at Nancy
rried, one child

Education. ENS 23-26
Positions. Charge de cours, Lille 29-31

Since then, full professor at strasbourg
Field. Functions of several complex variables, general topology
Rating: First-rate thematici ; his work has created entirely new methods

in the theory of functions of complex variables
Address:~ Care J. Dieudonnl!, Faculte des Sciences,

Clermont-Ferrand

Prisoner of war. Address: Care Prof.R.ThirJl
Faculte des Sciences, Marseilles

(3) Lerai" Jean, born between 1905 and 1908
Marned
Education. ENS 26-29
Positions. Full professor at Nancy since 1937
Prix Francoeur, prix Malaxe. (with Schauder)
Field. Partial differential equations, application of general topolOGY to

analysis and to concrete problems in hydrodynamics
Rating. First-rate mathematician; his work shows mastery of both the modern

and the classical methods
Address I :ill cu' ibocl1::JI;xei -""G- Y_1ii 6'
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Bourbaki

Bourbaki

Bourbaki

Bourbaki

Bourbaki

2

(4) de Possel, Rene, born 2/7/05
arried, 2 children

Education I ENS 23-26. Fellow (French funds) 26-33
Posi tions I 'itre de conferences in llarsei lle, Clermont-Ferrand. Besancon 333!

Full professor at Clermont-Ferrand since 1938
Field: Analytic functions, theory of integration
Rating: A very good mathematician, thorough in his work (a large part of

which is still unpUblished). Outstanding teacher, apt to foster
research among his students

Address: Clermont-Ferrand (Pu de-Dome)

(5) Delsarte, Jean, born 10/19/03
Married, at least 3 children
Education: ENS 22-25
Positions I Since 1927 in Nancy, now as full professor
Prix Madame Noury in 1935
Fieldl Operational oalculus, Bessel functions
Rating: A very good mathematician, whose work, directed along the lines of

classical analysis, is highly original (has not yet gained its due
recognition)

Address: ~.t.'p.IKX'.Al Facult~ des Sciences, Grenoble

(6) Chabauty. Claude. Born May 4, 1910
;arried

Education: ENS during 3 years between /30 and/36. Proctor Fellow at
Princeton Univ. 35-37

Position I Fellow in France ( French funds )
Field: Algebraic numbers and Diophantine approximations
Ratin: A very promising mathematician
Address: ~!l!}.!III.Kd)i."'}~"A"'!I!I~

Care Prof. J. Dieudonne, Faculte des Sciences, Clermont-Ferrand

(7) EhresmanD. Charles, born in Alsace, APril 19, 1905
~rried

Education: ENS 24-27, Proctor Fellow at Princeton Univ. 32-34
Positions. Fellow in France (French funds) 34-381 Maitre de conferences,

Strasbourg. since 1938
Field. Differential gecmetry in the large, topology
Rating: A good mathematician
Address: !i'rX""nrrl"'II d:lDUJ'llii r;g Faculte des Sciences, Clermont-Ferrand

(8) Pisot, Charles, born in Alsace about 1910-13
Married
Education: ENS during 3 years tween 1930 and 1936
Position: Fellow in France (French funds) since then
Field: Theory of numbers
Rating: Probably the most promising young French mathere.atician
Address: ? Care Prof. Claude Chevalley, Fine Hall, Princeton, N.J.
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KoSt1 ie.ntz ,
ried

Education.
Positions.

Bourbaki

(10)

3

Dieudonne, Jean, born July I, 1906
rried, 1 child

Education. ENS 24-27, Proctor Fellow in Princeton Univ. 27-29
Positions. Fellow in France (French funds) for several years; then

Maitre de conferences in Rennes; now full professor in Nanoy
Field. Polynomial and rational functions of a complex variable, general

topology, theory of integration
Rating. A very good mathematician, good at general theories and at speoial

concrete problema --
Address: tix CHiC)" .... 'rEa' l'PIO''''i''fEP=>:&il

H"'''i.l~ FacUite des Sciences, Clermont-Ferrand

Univ. of oscow, grad. 1912. Ph.D. ibid. Dr.Sc. Paris 1923
Instructor, Univ. of Moscow 14-18) Professor at Polytechnic
Institute of Ekaterinodar and Univ. of Erivan (Caucasus) 18-21)
Charg..... de cours at the Sorbonne 21-27)
In 1926 invented a new type torsion-balance with three massee,

patented in several countries, including the U.S.A.
In 1927 founded in France the ·Societe de Prospection c;eo­

physique" (by gravimetric and ma etic methods)
During 1933-38 taught as professor at the newly-founded Univ.

of Teheran (on recommendation of the French Government to the
Government of Iran). Mathematics, Theoretical Astronomy,
Applied Geophysics in the School of Mines, where he organized
and directed a laboratory devoted to Gravimetry and gneto­
metry

In 1938 returned to Paris and waS placed in charge of mathemati­
cal research at the National Foundation of Scientific Research
in France

Charge~de cours at the Sorbonne from 1938
In the French army until demobilization
Dismissed by the Viohy government in 1940

Languages. English, French, German
Field. APplied mathematios, Applied geophysics (new methods of prospecting).

Infinite series, polynOmials of Jacobi, Laguerre, He ite, etc.
Rating. As a mathematician ood, but not first rate. "Enthusiastic teacher"

(according to Shohat). Should be placed in an engineering school.
Addresa. Care Professor Jacques A. Shohat, University of Pennsylvania.

Philadelphia
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arch 20, 1941

elor IJuggan: •

,

'.

I

I .as -elleh ed to se 1vin Johnson's
1 tt l' to iDstein, yin' th~t you ad he had
be n' conf~l'e ce on the s bj ct of L nevin and
he .bre \1 lin to < attempt t at alant
for ~he Insti~ut ~o th t i' co a 1 v te La,gevln
over. It give me he tret tt.st 'tL;f~ction to
mr -e formal u i lic' tion for !:u.ch nmt an to
s ' tht t" zhoulG be most h .'1 y to v him here.

In ~ccor ancs Ith Dr. o~ 's advice,
I shoulo lit_f) t ·u~ st t . t the gr t c .r
"4000 ' y [,1' '. Ll af_" ion ',e ould h ve to r~ Le
it f:.:Ir tw yet.rs in t:. . L ~ tins Lllce ill ord~r to
b.t vise ~or i. I v ry wucl hope thut the

tt r c n b arr£n'ed.

Olli.S S ncerely,,

Dr. Staph n Dugga.
er,ency Co~ itt e in Lid
Dis~ ce r reign ~cholers

2 Ie t 45th ~tr~et

New York City

!:-'CE
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THE NE\V SCHOOL

FOR SOCIAL RE EARCH

66 W. Twelfth Street
New York City

March 18, 1941

De r Dr. Einstein:

I ha e been in touch with Dr. Stephen D gan,

Chairman of the Emergency Committee in Aid of i placed

Foreign Scholars, on the subject of LangeVin. The

action of tho Committee can never be predicted in

advance, but Dr. Duggan and I both feel that an attempt

should be de to get a grant for the Institute so that

it may invite Langevin. If the Institute will send a

formal application to the Committee, Dr. Duggan and I

ill try to get a favorable decision as soon as possible.

I 10uld advise that you request a grant of

4,000 for one year. This is too little, but we shall

have to supplement it from other sources.

incerely yours,

(Signed) Alvin Johnson
Director

Dr. Albert Einstein
The Institute for Advanced Study
School of Mathematics
Princeton, New Jersey
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PRESIDENT'S ADVISORY COMMITTEE

ON POLITICAL REFUGEES

Hamilloo Fish Armstrong 122 EAST TWENTY-SECOND STREET, NEW YORK
Paul Baerwald
Jos~pb P. Chamberlain
Basil Harris
Louis Kenedy
The Most Rev. Joseph F. Rummel
James M. Speers
Rabbi Slephen S. Wise
James G. McDonald, Chairman
Dr. Samuel McCrea Caven, Sure/ary March 13, 1941.

Dr. Frank Ayde lotte
Director, The Institute for Advanced Study,
Princeton, New Jersey.

Dear Dr. Aydelotte:

Thank you for your letter of March 11th concerning
Professors Langevin and Perrin. I am pleased to
be able to advise you that recommendations for visas
with respect to each were made by this Committee to
the Departments of State and Justice, Washington, on
March 5, 1941. As soon as further word from the
Departnents conoerning the aotions taken on our
reoomme dations is received I shall be ve glad to
advise you.

With kindest personal regards, I am,

George L. Wane:n
Exu"/~t SUrU4?

CRAMERCY 5-I 093

GLW:J

Yours very truly,

!::z:.<~
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llarch 11, 1941

DearProfes80r Rapkinel

I have your letter of March 9th md enolose

copy of the letter which I am \lriting to 1Ir. .lLrren today.

I don't know of any specific arran~ements hich are beiDg

Ill!lde for either Langevin or Perrin but think it very lID-

likely that anything would be done .ithout the knowledge

of Dr. Ilubgan lind Mr. Appleget. I flIII sure the e-two men

Clln keep you informed. You will note llhB.t I ssy to iiarren

about the possibility of the two men comiDg to the Insti-

tute for Advanced Study. Our budget for next yeL.r 18

already made and we have no free funds which could be

used for their support, but if money could be found froa

llIly source, we should be delighted to have thea.

ith warmest good wishes, I aa

Yours sincerely,

FRANK AYDELOTTE, Director

Professor Louis Rapkine
The Rockefeller foundatiOn
49 West 49th Street
New York, I. Y.
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c/o The Rockefeller Foundation
49 West 49 h Street
'ewYork, .Y.
~larch 5' h, 1941

Dear Dr. Ayde otte:

Your letter of February 17th reached me in Canada, where
I was vis ti various institutions and laboratories. I returned
to ew York a few days a~O and as there were no new developments
concerning Professors Lan ev n and Perrin, I did not write to you
unt 1 now.~owever within the last few days I made new arrange-
ents, about which I had already int mated to you when last visited

you n Princeton.

I had, to an extent, suspected h~ the Rockefeller Foundation's
policy would prevent it from ~rovidin funds for the above men because
o their age. I have therefore arranged with an intimate friend of
Professors Lan evin and Per"'in 0 provide the necessary affidavits
of SUppOD. On my return from Canada, I found these affidavits
wa ting for me. Having prepared prev ously the aff dav ts of spon­
sorship(5iven by Professors F. Boas and H.C. Urey of Col bia Univer­
sity) as well as the prerequisite b 0 raphies, I handed all these
documents to Mr. George L. vlarren , secretary of The President I s
Adv sor Committee. r. Warren, really" un ho me de bonne
volonte 11 and who is ke nly aware of the time element, has
immediately approved both dossiers and sent them to the Dept.
of Justice, in Washington. This side of the problem is, there-
fore, well taken care of. I am quite conf dent that once these
men will be here, the money question will be easily solved. But
I do consider it very important hat both Lange in and Perrin
should be ot en outof France as qUickly as possible. You have
here the most important details of the arrangements made so far.

In your letter of Febr ry 17th you ask me to keep you informed
about new developments and you kindlx propose to me " to point the
way to further efforts on your part. I I trUly believe that it would
help reatly, if you could write to r. George L. Warren of The
President's Advisory Co ittee( 122 East 22nd st., N.Y.C.) telling
him about the enthusiasm voiced by tr.e members of your Institute,
concerning Langevin and Perr n. The case of Professor Lebes ue
will have to remain in abeyance, s nce I have, so far, been un­
able to obtain fo i affidavits of support. f you find it
poss ble to write such a let~er , may I take the liberty of
asking you to send me a copy of it. I will permit myself to
keep you informed as to further developments.
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Thanking you for your interest and sympathy and hoping to
hear from you at your earliest convenience, I am , believe me

ery fathfully;rours
,(~ £¥~

Louis Rapkine

P.S. Ma I ask you to nform me of any othe' specific arrange­
ments, that you may be acquainted with, concerning the rescue
of Professors Langevin and Perrin. For best results I t~~ it
is advisable to '! run wires parallel rather than cross~II...

L.R,

Dr. Frank Aydelotte, D rector
The Institute for Advanced Study
Princeton, NeT erse
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Februnry 19, 1941

Dear H11.1:

I am 1 d 0 say that apk1ne and Lau~1er

came to see me the oth I' day 11th your le PI' of intro­
duction. Ie h d a long t~lk 8bout PI' nch scientists
and I nEve undertaken to do anything thkt ~ an h.re'

t the Institute to find alee or men who wou1e it
into our .york.

It' s del 'h ful to hear from you a ain
od I am ore please th.n I can t 11 you thrt the

project of coop ration which we di~ uss d he you
~ere in tilis country a ye r ago ar now noving 10
ven tp~ugh at n s10 er p cs than one ould .ish.

I think the", gl1sh r sistanc Din e last
• ~..it .h' ps the nost Glorious e is 'e in E:ng1ish

h stor ,: it .as, in my opinion, effectively turned
the ~orn I' of the rr ~nd put the diet tors on the
defen"lve. Doubtl ,,5 th re is still a "I'd strur.e1e
head, tIm myself thoroughly con ident of Hitler's

ttl tim<. te de. ;l t, ~n I ~"10\l th" t the contribution which
this cou try 1 we..e O\,ard it ill const tly an
ra; y incr' se.

"lth ',rro"st r,,",rus, I am

F.ld: AYI:ELa'l'TE

Pro eS~Or A. V. Hill
The Ro 1 Society
5 rlingt n n us
London, W. 1, nB1~nd

AleE

•
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Fel:,ru:lrY 17, 41

II • ....Ill.;...:JOTIC., I

I Dr. 1. er

iD 'a ie•

0

t t una to r1n L in,

rrin to te. 11

y II toll Lan liviD d

err1n o evi-

t llgu i 1.&

n t

•

r. .. r t r

itti 0 U i

t. ill •
, er d •••

not t i II

I ld b

t Inllt tut II

c II rt.
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Febr ry 17, 1941

-

r ro

d

to
o n
do.

t t
e
t s nd

o
" op . ~

P 1'".

ho
ic 'f..

y. 5 inc 1,

, 0'1' E, Director

rts

Professor Louis Rapki
c/o TIle Rocke e~ler Fo cation
49 esl 49th Street

'!w York City

F / CE
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J ry 3, 941

D r Dr•• _.
I !l.:.ve , t rturn ro a , cay the outh..

(j :l in "ur :!.~tt r 01 J

.lL:l'e uct~OD. I y t

I 10 1 -8 d

Dr. j it oe 03;;1 1':J tor t:l t ;) ~ J u co •

dIJ to Princ t to y 1 ch

t • hou"". h_Y l:. til P ...01 yo

d tltl have tea t t .e eUtut., .J. ril I uH 1 to

hi v. you tl "t sOllle t11' tat

}.zl7 n.xt ~
. yOto tur-'.....l 0 d, 110 t r s

I can fiO tlO, b_ c ~. o on ,8
.8 ou • 1,; ....ht..ll to 1 (1 o-:.h.r.

Yoar.. II cer ,

Director

Dr. Lou! pdn
c T... ~~ ~ti:.l

9" t 49t tr
I JIf Y r C1 i"

on

AI' E
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J tlI1U&1":Y l? 1941

Dr. Louis pldne
c/o a c "efo.:.ler fuun tion
49 • at 49th wI. at
New Yor it

dear Dr. • p:1;;oI

Your t tor of J:>mlAl''V 15 I closing

letter of introduction fro. fassor A. V. Bill,

hall 00 e while • Aydolatte is mra on holiday.

I hal it for sturn nc~ woeI-..

Ver,r t yo •

Socretary to • ank alatta
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Re Fe~U9-ry 12 meeting, 10 a.m.

Seen by

Prof. Alexander

Einstein

/
/

l.!orse ./

v. eumann ./

Veblen vi

eyl J
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l' "
MATHEMATICS

Number ones

1. Brelot - 56 yrs.- Fr. Cath.- harmonic funct~ons ... finiv. of Bordeaux

cartan, Henri - 55 yrs.- Fr.
Strasbourg ­
France - Fac

Gath.- theory of functions, theory of groups ...
onsidered as one of best young mathe_ticians in

Sc., Clermont-Ferrand, France

•

5. Cbabauty, Claude ... 28 yrs.- Fr. Cath.- theory of nUJIi>ers ... Ecole NorDRle Sup. ­
speaks Eng.; was on two occasions RF at Princeton at School of
Advanced Studies

[f: Chevalley ... 50 yrs.- Fr. Cath.- Univ. of Paris'" refer to ~chool, o~ Advanced Studies
for curriculwn titse - Princeton Schl. of Adv:' Sti"j"'NllW 1J9l'k 7. tJ J

5. Coul6mb, Jean - 59 yrs.- Fr. Cath.- equstion of Lame - Univ. of Algiers, France

6. Delsarte ... 57 yrs.- Fr. Cath.- Univ. of Nqncy - linear operators, Taylor series

7. Lebesgue ... 55 yrs.- Fr. Cath.- ~sis ... College de France ... member of French
mst.; very reknowned methe_tician

8. Leti, Paul - 55 yrs.- Fr. Jew ... theory of functions, Fourier transfor_tions ­
Ecole Poly-technique, Par~s

r-s:- I4mdelbrojt, S. - 40 yrs.- (RuSllian) Fr. Jew ... theory of functions - College de
L...:: France - left Paris legally bating obtained exit permit from

VicW after being intited as tis. prof. by Rice mst. where he
bad lectured before; one of most re=kable _the_ticians in
France - Rice mst., Houston, Texas

10. MI.lloux, Henri - Fr. Cath.- theory of functions - finiv. of Bordeaux

11. Pisot - 28 yrs.- Fr. Cath.- theory of nUJIi>ers - Ecole NorDRle Super.

12. de Possel - 50 yrs.- Fr. pr.- mathematics ... Ec91e Normale Super.

Weill, Andre - 54 yrs.- Fr. Jew - functions of~ complex var~bles, theory of
numbers, and groups'" Strasbourg - one of greatest _thematicians
in Europe - iD LoPeon-now ,...... -ft.c... ~ ~ I f
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BrilloUin, Leon - 52 yr.- r. th.- co uc
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inU•• , Jeih e,
l' seignelllent er eur (

2. Bauer, Ed

9. Longc mbon,

10. Luc a - 40 yr .­
V'auq1l1e

11. !<yot - 45 yra.­
b;y o;yw.

12. ur,

Ci: Jo1iot- ie,

~.
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1 ~l-·e g. fr

with ;young
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Sol Co ,

16. ong - 40 yr .- ;fr. Cat .- e1' ctr 1
') 17. Thibaud - 3 yr .- Cath.- A-r y analyei of

(j) ~ 8. L£;ngev

, '
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ctober 14, 1940

list of French mathematicians

who may be helped b an invitation to this countr

BSERV IOf: Probacl the cases are ost urgent of those mathe~Aticians

who rAve been di . ssed ( ) or who were teachin at Strascour or "ancy ( ) or

were torn in Isace (~); the latter are Ferhaps in danger of being made German

citizens against their will.

Rating:
dress:

rational

Ecole 'o=ale perieure (EI ) 02 5
• itre de conferences, ontpellier 09-17

Professor, Utrecht (Rolland) 17-22
ince then in Faris; full professor since 1931

Theory of integration and darivation, series of complex
functions
Outstanding.

116 Boul. Raspail, aris

naud, born 1884, January 5
~=.;.....".-='---'-'--

Field:

(1)

(2) Cartan, '"'enri, born 1904, July 8, at ancy
arried, one child

Education: 23-26
ositions: Charge de cou s, Lille 2£-31

ince then, full professor at trasbourg
Field: Functions of several complex varia les, general topology
Rating: First-rate mathematician; his work has created entirely new methods

in the theory of functions of complex variables
dress: Universite, tr ourg

(3) Lera~.. Jean, bo between 1905 and 1908
1..arrJ.ed

ducation: EI~S 26-29
ositions: ull professor at "anc since 1937

Prix Francoeur, prix hAlaxa (with chauder)
ield: Partial differential equations, application of teneral topology to

analysis and to concrete proble~s in hydrodynamics
Rating: First-rate ILathe"latician; his work shows oaste y of roth the modern

and the classical methods
dress: 2 rue de la Craffe, ~anc
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Field:
Rat~.q;:

(4. ) de essel, Ren , born 2/7/05
, arriec, 2 chi Idren
Education: Era 23-26. Fellow ( rench funds) 26-33
ositions: ~itre de conferences in tarseille, Cler ont-~erran, esancon 3338Full professor at Cle ont-~errand sinoe 1938

alytic functions, theory of intebration
ver.' good :nat 611'.atic ian , thoroui,h in his work (a larbe part of

which is still unpublished). Outstandin teacher, apt to foster
research amono his stude~ts

dress: Cle ont-~errand ( y-de-Dome)

(5 ) Delsarte, Jean, torn 10/1~/03
Larried, at Ie st 3 children
Education: ~-S 22-25
Fos tions: ince 1927 in 'ancy, now as fu 1 professor
Prix lAdame ;our in 1 35
Field: Operational calculus, Eessel functions
Ratinb: ver Lood mathe~tician, ~hose wor", directed alerg the lines of

classical anal sis, is hiohl ori inal (has not yet gained its due
reco{,Dition)

ddress: 4. e de l' ratoire, •.ancy

Born kay 4, 191

EKS durinb 3 years tetween /30 and/36, Proctor Pellow at
Princeton Univ. 35-37

Fellow in France ( French funds )
bet aic m::mlers and Diophantine approxilrations
very prOlrlsinL "'atheIl'.atician

? Care of. Claude Cr.evalleJ', Fine Eall, Princeton, .J.

osition:
Field:
Ratinb:

dress:

Cha auty, Claude,
rried

Education:

(6)

Univ. 32-34
aitre de conferences,

sece, April 19, 1905

EC'S 24-27, octor Felle at Princeton
.ellow i_ ~rance (French funds) 34-38;

ras ourb' since 1538
Different:al ~eometry in the ler e, topolog

ood ~t~e~tician

Universit, rasbourg

ield:
:re.tinb:

d ess:

(7) ~E:::h:::.rc.:e:.:s:.:I1!::.;:::n:::n:;.!-,....::..:..:.;:a::..r:;l;:e.::.s, born in
...arried
Education:
Positions:

(8) isot, Charles, born in sace a ut 510-13
!..arried
Education: during 3 years tetween 1930 and 1935
Fosition: ~ellow in France (French ~unds) since t en
Field: Tl,eory of nun:ters
RatinL : Protatly the most nromisine ounb ?rencr. ~the. ati ieu

ddress: ? Care rof. Claude Chevalle:', tine -all, Princet r,
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Rating:

KOl betliantz,
rried

Education:
sitions:

(9)

(10)

3

Dieud~nre, Jean, born July 1, 1906
:arried, 1 child
Educ~tion: 24-27, Proctor ellow in Princeton Univ. 27-29
Positions: Fellow in France (French funds) for several years; then

l~itre de conferences in Rennes; now full professor in 'anc
Field: Pol ;nomial and rational functions of a complex variable, general

topology, theory of inte6ration
Rating: very oood mathematioian, "ood at ·eneral theories and at special

concrete problems
dress: 28 rue des Trente, Hennes (Ille-et-Vilaine ; but now probably:

Universit~, ancy

Univ. of _OSCOW, brad. 1512. Ph.~. ibid. Dr.Sc. Paris 923
Instructor, Univ. of oscow l4-l~; Professor at Polytechnic
Inst"tute of Ekaterinodar and Univ. of Erivan (Caucasus) lS-2 ;
Charge de cours at the orbonne 21-27;
In 1926 invented a new type torsion-balance with three masses,

patented in several countries, including the U.S.A.
In 1927 founded in France the "Societ<l' de Prospection (;40­

ph sique" (by !ravimetric and magnetic methods)
Durin 1933-38 tau"ht as professor at the newly-founded Univ.

of Teheran (on rec=endation of the French :;overnment to the
~overnoent of Iran): Lathematics, TLeoretical stronooy,
prlied Geoplo:sics in the chool of ~ines, where he or anized

and directed a laboratory devoted to ~raviwetr and ~~eto­

metry
In 1938 returned to aris and was placed in cloarge o· InB.the-~ti­

cal research at the rational ::'oundation of Scientific .•esearch
in !i'rance

Charge de cours at the Sorbo=e fr:>m lS38
In the French a _y ~til demobilization
Di missed by the Vichy covernrrent in 1940

Lanouages: En lish, French, Ger n
ield: pplied mat ematics, ~.lied ~eophysics (new methods of prospecti~b)'

Infinite series, polynofuials of Jacobi, Laguerre, e ite, etc.
s a mathemati ian bocd, but not first rate. "Enthusiastic teacher"

(according to Shohat). Should be placed in an en ineerine, school.
dress: Care Professor Jacques • Shohat, University of Penns'lvania,

hiladelphia
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crhe-~cJcSo-vie!Y
'BurG::Jton1fous&,2orz£Jnrw1

~eJU; 3335

EC.B/ns

12 ..>1L,3USt 19

Dear !..ydelotte,

rhis is to introd ce:Jr ouis Ra kine, for .erly
a van i n, naturalised so e years a 0 as _rene
who before the .. r was workin 7 at the Institut 1e
Biolovie Eh'sico-chi ique in .aris. I have known
hi for so"e time, particularl:; because of the generous
Ij active part he h s taken in ~rance in recent years

in providing for ac~det:lic refugees fro '-azi op re'lsioD.
Since the war began ,e h~s been workin' ith t e French
00al ission in London .

••e is in very close to\;.c . i th scientL ic
colle ues, ~nd he and Dr ..enri _ Qfessor
of . hysiolo Y :lot the 30rbonne till :- .Ie d of
.e, res:;::-c s c .iono.i: t_e ve tre . tio 1 e

la Recherche Scientifi ue, h ve been in7ited by the
a~c'efeller Foundation t, visit the United St~tes in
order tc discuss the position cf their scientific
celIe 'ue' still in :-r nce. 'l?4ey hope ~::'at so.e
~e~ns ay e fo to uuintain the s~irit ~n- to
,reserve t.e rersonrel of Fre ch science for t4e d •
ryhen ~rance a_ain is free.

I am ivins Rapkine an introduction to you and
to a fe others in c~.e you are able by your a vice
or in uny way to fO~larj his mission.

Yours sincerely,

3ecretar:- _ . s.




