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September 10, 1940

Dear Dean Richardsoms

Many thanks for your very kind latter. I was
somewdet amused o realize suddenly that Strom wes a
Rhodass Seholar, whom I imew slightly and who used to be a
teacher of maethematics at Decorah, Iowa. This gave me &
hint as to the line to take with him, and I am happy to say
that I am now by way of getting on friendly terms with him
' end hops I may be able to induce him not to take all the
| responsibility for the developuent of higher mathematics in
the United States but to give some welght to the opinion of
scholsrs in this country.

eyl told me thiz morning that Polya was having
difficulty in getting a trensit permit te cross Franes, snd
there are, of course, always difficulties in getting sailings
from Lisbon. Weyl is asking Psuli, who has just arrived
hare and who seems o mow ths ropes very well, to send Polya
some advice. '

Yours sincerely,
FRANK AYDELOTTE, Director

Dean Rs G. D, Richardson
Brown University
Providence, Rhods Island

FA/uCE
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BROWN UNIVERSITY
ProviDence, RHODE IsLAND

THE GRADUATE SCHOOL August 24, 1940

Director Frank Aydelotte
Institute for Advanced Study
Princeton, N.J.

Dear Director Aydelotte:

Brown University appreciates the courtesy of
the Institute in clearing the way for the invitation of
Professor Polya to come to Brown University. The condi-
tions might easily have been reversed and your decision
to invite him might have been made a day or two in
advance of ours. I know that you feel, as we do, that
the cause of mathematies and the fate of Polya are the
chief considerations. I made it clear to Professor Szego
of Stanford University (who is such an intimate friend of
Polya) that if he thought it advisable Brown would with-
draw in favor of the Institute. He has been most gener-
ous and considerate in every way.

Now we take pleasure in acknowledging your
great assistance and that of Professor Weyl in expediting
the procuring of a visa in Zurich. Evidently some of
the consuls feel that they are policy-making officials;
this man Strom seems to be gquite obstreperous.

I trust that the Germans will not see fit to
ban Polya's leaving Switzerland, and that he will arrive
in America before many weeks elapse.

It has been a pleasure for twenty years to work
with Professor Veblen on mathematical affairs. As you
know, he is on the Executive Committee of Mathematical
Reviews, an abstract journal which the American Mathematical
Society established a year ago with headquarters zt Brown
University. This is one of the divers services he has
rendered to the cause.

Very sincerely yours,

1’59 Ll din,

. R.G.D. Richardson,
Dean



Records of the Office of the Director: General Files: Box 52: Polya, G.
From the SheltﬁWhite and Leon Levy Archives Center, Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, NJ, USA.
23 |

Institute for Advenced Study

COPY OF
- T WESTERN UNION TELEGRAM

August 20, 1940
Eolya
Engelberg (Switzerland)

Aydelotie cabled and wrote to Strom airmail August sixth stromgly
recommending granting visa Please cable results

eyl

e



Records of the Office of the Director: General Files: Box 52: Polya, G. .
From the Shelby White and Leon Levy Archives Center, Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, NJ, USA.
] = | i

August 15, 1940

Deser Professor Szegl:

Many thsnks fof your letter of August 7.
I am delighted with the arrangementa for Polyas and would
certainly not want to do anything to get him away from
Browm. If at some future time he wants io come to work
at the Institute we shell always be interested and glad
to do our best for him, I feel very strongly that owur
responsibility in all such matters is to do the best
thing for the individuals concerned and for ths cause of
scholership in the country, snd I intend always to put
that motive first rather tham to try to build up owr group
here at the Institute.

Tours sm,

FRANK AYDELOTIE, Director

Professor G. Szegl

Department of Mzthematics
Stanford University

Stanford University, CAkifornia

FA/uCR
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STANFORD UNIVERSITY

DEPARTMENT OF MATHEMATICS

Stanrorp UnrversiTy, CALIFORNIA

August 77,1940,

Dear Dr.Aydelotte =

I am very sorry that I kept you waiting
with answering your letter of July 30.I also received
your letter of August 2.Your second offer is indeed a
very favorgble one and I am sure thet Pélya will fully
appreciate this man&festation of the helpfulness of
the Institute.Unfortunately it is too lete now.I in-
formed Dean Richardson immediately.dowever before my
request should have reached him,T obtained a letter
from him stating that he already undertook all the
necessayy steps.I mean by this not only the appointment
of Pélya but also the cables and letters to the consul
and State Department.,While I feel that under these
circumstances it would not be fair towards Drown to
ask to release Pélya,I am also afraid thet the cause
of Pélya with the consul would suffer by again altering
the arrangements already mede,

For these reasonf and after careful
consideration I decided that at this moment it is
more beneficial to Pélya to let run the matter on
the old paeth.I repeat in his name that your kindness
is highly appreciated.

Incidentelly,in his last letter,Dean
Richardson emphazises that they are mainly concerned
in helping P6élys and would not stand in the way of
any better other arrangement.,l belisve that Brown's
help must be fully honored and if Pdélya succeeds to
come to this country,he must spend at least hig first
year there.Since he is certainly anxious to spend als
some time at the Institute,he may ask you at a later
time to return to your generous offer provided con-
ditions at the Institute permit you to do so.

With many thanks,

Yours very sincerely
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NIGHT LETTER August 6, 1940

Strom
American Consulate
Zurich (Switzerland)

Strongly recommend Polygloutstanding mathematician now

applicant for visa Invited teach two years Brown University Stanford and
Institute at Princeton eager invite him also Career in America assured

Aydelotte

i)

CAD
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Institute for Advenced Study

COPY OF
- WESTERN UNION TELEGRAM

should check clum of o

hgust 6, 1940
Strom

American Consulate

Zurich (Switzerland)

Strongly recommend Polya outstanding mathematicism now applicamt for visa
Invited teach two yeers Browm University Stanford end Imstituts at
Princeton eager invite him also Cereer in America sssured

Aydelotte
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From the Shelby White and Leon Levy Archives Center, Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, NJ, USA.

MEMORANDUM FOR THE MEMBERS OF THE SCHOOL OF MATHEMATICS:

I had egreed with Professor SzegB that his fund for
Polya should be transferred to the Institute and that we should
invite Polya on & two-year sppointment st $2400 per year. I
received word from SzegB that Dean Richardsen of Brown hed been
eble to make Polyz an offer of & two-year appointment. I
immediztely wrote to Professor SzegB and Desn Richardson heartily
approving of this arrangement and withdrawing sll claims of the
Institute.

A cablegram from Polys addressed to Weyl indicates
that he has received Richardson's offer, and I am today replying
in Weyl's name strongly urging him to accept. This seems to me

a very satisfactory solution of the whole matter.

FRANK AYDELOTTE

FA/MCE
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August 2, 1940

Dear Professor SregBs
Im’mmm-t:uuao;umm-a—.t
Aogust 2. I husten to say thet we phould pot in eny way went
w-wmmm&ammmw,munmum
is in position to meke Polyn e two-yeer ofier, that might be
the best solution, Ifth;tmnme,mmnmwam
mhwhm@h%fus&ﬂ.wﬂhﬂtﬁr
Polys st Stenford in case Brom is uwnabla to continue thedir
position at the end of two yeurs?
Ibpomvmfaslt;mh~nrtw.ntt¢ut
with Dean Richardeon in whatever way seens best for Folys and
for Stanford snd Brom Univercities. Our only desire iz to be
of service mnd to rescus Polye from the situstion in Burope,.

Yours sinecerely,
\ FRASK AYDELOTTE, Director s

Professor G. Szegd

Depertnant of Latnematics s
Stanford Univereity

Stanfoxd University, Califomis

FA/MCE
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DEPARTMENT OF MATHEMATICS

STANFORD UNIVERSITY

StanForD UNIVERSITY, CALIFORNIA

July 30,1940,

Dear Dr.Aydelotte =

Thank you very much for your telegramm
and for your very kind letter of $uly 24,I have to
apologize not having answered earlier but several
actions were rumning and I did not want to compli-
cate the situation by premature statements,

Today,Dr.Wilbur returned and immediately
I had a conference with him,He believes that you
are perfectly right by stating that it is more favo-
reble to offer the appointment by one institution,
He appreciates very much your generous offer to help
to finance the recompensation of Pélya.He seys how=-
ever =~ like I believed - that since there are here
no meetings of the Board of Trustees during the
sumer,the procedure would have been delayed con-
gidersoly.Accopding to our first experience with
the consul,he would not be much impressed with a
promise of an appointment which could have been
sent in an official form only sometimes in September.

In the meantime I got in touch with
Brown University,and Dean Richardson just wired
that they are oiTering Pdélya a 2 years appointment,
We all believe,including Dr.Wilbur that this is a
very favorable settlement at the time being.We do
hope that at a later time we are going to be able
to get P6lya here as a visitor.Perhaps the Institute
will be also in the position to reconsider his person
sometimes later.

Thanking you again for the trouble you
took in this matter,I am

Yours sincerely

(r. Ypegi
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July 20, 1940

If Leland Stanford University can plece at our disposal £3,500

hin gn offer af a taso-year appointament at

uade up out of the £3,500 from Stanford plus
pe to find for the asademic yeer, 1941-1942,

I ho

iy proposal would them be to grant P8lya = lesve from the Institute
in order that ke could spend the academic yesr, 1940-1941, at Stunford, returning
to Princeton for the year, 1941-1942. liould this arrangement be satiafactory teo
the suthorities of Leland Stenford? If so, slesse send me & telagram, and I
will cable the offer to P8lys immedistely. Pleanse show this letter to the

financial officer st Stenford University so that there will be no
% of any wisunderstan ing.

I hope that the arrangement proposed will be satisfsctory te
the consul =t Z8rich, =nd I have every reaszon to beliosve that it will be singe
we followed the pame plan succesefully in the case of Pamli, I think it much
bettor that he have a two-year zprointment ostonsibly in the same Institutiom.
I am sorry that our contribution to khis sslary cannot be largsr, but there are |
womaupmuatmmmnmt,demmehor&nttmgh
to meke an arrangement for P8lys which will ensble him to get awy from Switzere
land, Roedless to say, if eny better opening appeared at amy wniversity in
the United States, we should promptly forge =ll clzims on him =nd release him
to accept the better sppointoent,

%

Yours very sincerely,
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STANFORD UNIVERSITY

Staxeors Unrvasrry, Carmromsta
Tuly 24, 1940

Dr. Frank Aydelotte, Director,
The Institute for Advanced Study,
Princeton, New Jersey.

Dear Sir:

By this time I suppose you have received the reports of Pro-
fessor Weyl and Professor von Neumann with whom I had correspondence
regarding Professor Pdlya, Zurich. Professor Polya was appointed by
Stanford for 1940-4]1 as a Kesearch Associate and he is trying now to
obtain a second years appointment at another institution in order to
secure a non-gquota visa to this country. As I understand, Professor
Weyl submitted to you certain suggestions involving the Institute and
he writes me that it would be desirable if I would inform you directly
about certain details.

Professor Weyl raises the guestion whether Professor Pdlya
could not be invited for two years to Stanford (insteed of one) with the
salary of $5500-6000 altogether. He suggests for this case that the
Institute should guarantee the sum exceeding $3500 available already
for the first year, and that Professor Pdlya should spend a part of the
second year at Princeton. - Unfortunately, I do not see any possibility
for this arrangement because of special circumstances at Stanford. I
may also mention that the approaching retirement of Dr. Wilbur makes it
difficult to make commitments farther ahead than a year.

Professor Weyl wished also to have information about the sum
of §3500 reserved for Professor Pdlya for the first year. To this I
can tell you that these funds are in my hands until the coming of Pro-
fessor Polya is entirely settled. Should the Institute have the desire
to appoint him for two years I am sure Stanford tould release him from
the appointment already made: In this case I could transfer the amount
to the Institute without delay.

However, we would prefer very much to have Professor Polya
here for 1940-41. As Professor Weyl writes, you have already in the
Institute a rather large number of European mathematicians for the
approaching year, Thus, I believe, it would be in the interest of all
if Professor Pélya eould stay next year at Stanford and would receive
an appointment on a modest financial basis at the Institute for 1941-42,

I may add that although Professor Polya is not in a concentra-
tion camp and he has still his position, he is trying desperately to get
out before it is too late. About his qualifications you have heard, I
am sure, from Professors Weyl and Neumann, Needless to say that 1 should
be only glad to supply you with any further information needed,

For all the efforts you may undertake in this matter, I am
greatly obliged to you.

Copies sent to all I.A.S. Very sincerely yours,
Math. Profs, July 26/40

: 7~
et
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THE INSTITUTB' FOR ADVANCED STUDY
SCHOOL OF MATHEMATICS
FRINCETON, NEW JERSEY

North Belgrade, Maine, July 27, 1940

My dear Doctor Aydelotte:

In reply to your letter comcerning P8lya I will first say
that I approve of your telegram to SzegB, but I em glad that you did
not suggest more than §4800 for the two years. There are cases of
methematicians in much greater need than Pdiya is in, end some of
these are more eminent than Pélya. We must be careful not to let
our action be determined by the accidents of the day. I sympathize
more with Weinstein than do Weyl and Veblen and think that there is
en element of justice in what he says. We need alsoc & greater re-
serve of money to take care of our own deserving young men,

I hope you and Nrs. Aydelotte are being comfortably settled
in your new home., We shall be back in Princeton eround the middle
of August to prepare 40 Battle Road for occupancy. Flease give my
kindest regards to lirs. Aydelotte.

Sincerely yours,
(-\'\‘\ > '\'\WIM—
aral gan
?ﬁ
Marston Morse .

Dr. Frank Aydelotte
Fuld Hall
MM3:GB
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COPY OF
WESTERN UNION TELEGRAM

LY 26, 1960
FROFESSR GABOR SZBOO

SATETEATICS Dz ARDOST

STALY D TXITERATTY

WAFSD WIVRIITY, CALIVORNIA

TAVE URGRNT LSTTIRC PR WEYL VODL'S COBCYRNING FOLYA  EAGER T0 EELP STOP
ENOY PY ECTRITECE ASSRICAN (ONSUL SURICE DIFPICULS  SUCGEST YOU CAZLE
FOLYA CPPIR OF FURTY KICHT NUNPRED FOLLARS FOR YWO YEARS WITH UNTERSTASDING
TMAFYOID CONITHINR 0TS 5% RGN T TY |1V MUTERD  STITUTE FOR
ADVATCTD STUTY WUID TEEN INVITE NN HIRE [OR AT LEASY ONE JRMESTIR AT
TIIPTERS EDWIHED "OLIARS GAIARY  SUOOBST FURTVER YU MACE UNGSNT
WECRRSSNTAT] B8 TO DAVIES ¥ SIATE UEPARTNENT IN RILSURS RASED REQUBSTING

VISA DE ORANTED. lo
I o FRARE AYUELOTTE DIRECTOR
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Priroeton, July 24, 1940

Memorsndum to the members of the Sehool of Mathematios:

I enclose wvarious doouments widich will make olear to you
the situstion of Frofessor Pélya et this moment, together with my
lettor and telegranm to Ssegh showing the motien I have tekem. The
problem is precisely the seze os that which confrented us in the
esse of Pauli, and I feel eonfident that 1f Ssegl will take my sd~
vios, & two=ysar sppointment will enable Félys to get & viea.

You will note that I have not formally comsitted the
Sehool of Mathematics, but morally I hawe, And I thimk 1f thig
goos through, it will be ineumbent on us to have Pélys bere st
least for cne term of his seeond ywsr, snd possibly for the emtire
yosr, 1 hope the members of the Vathemsties Group will agree te
this aotion, end I should be grateful if I eould have & line frem
esch mewber inmedistely saying whether or mot he does agres.

PALGB Prank Aydelotte
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AIR MAIL
CoOPY

Stenley Hotel, Estes Park, Col., July 21, 1940
Dear Dr. Aydslotte:

Will you please ask Miss Blake to let you see a copy of a letter writ-
ten to me by Prof. Szegl of Stenford University on behalf of Prof. G. P6lys in
Z8rich. The question is in which way we could help Pélys to obtein a non=guota
visa from our friend ¥r. Strom, the Americen Vice-Consul in Z8rich.

Pélys is Fungarien by birth, I believe of Jewish race, or at least half-
Jewish, but of Christien feith. He has been & naturelized Swiss citizen for at
least the last 10 years. In that respect he is in a much better situation then
Pauli. He is ebout 52 yeers old. His wife is of purely "Aryen" Swiss stoock.
They have no children. Pélya came to ZHrich in 1915 or 16 and hes ever since
been comnected with the Technische Hochsohule in Z#rich, first as Privatdozent,
then as full professor. He was in Americe for one year and also lectured in
Cambridge, England, for at least half & year; so he has & fairly good command
of English. He is & top-notch mathematicien, of great productivity, though not
gquite GBdel's or Siegel's rank., But then Goedel and Siegel are such extreme
types that they have to pay for their mathematical genius by a somewhat unbalanced
personality, while Pdlya is, physiologically and psychologieally, a sturdy men.of
broad vitality with sound judgment on all humen effeirs. He is an excellent
teacher who has thought deeply about the art of mathematical invention and teach-
ing, He has & peculiar gift of posing interesting problems within the reach of
an average advenced student. The two volumes on advenced mathematical problems
which he published jointly with SzegB are unique in the whole mathematical liter=-
ature. He has also closely collaborated with the two great English methemati-
ciens, Littlewood end G. He Hardy. Pélya is en impressive personality, a man
of great honesty whose words and deeds are one, of indomiteble spirit end cepable
of deep love and hatred. For meny yeaers we used to conduet & joint seminar in
Zlrich, end in spite of wide divergence of views and temper I grew to respect end
like him ever more. v. Neumann's end Veblen's reaction to SzegB's appeal has been
one of spontaneous enthusiasm. Apart from all politicel conditions we feel it
would be a fine thing to have P&lya in this country snd, at least for some time,
in Princeton, end none of us would feel the slightest hesitation to invite him to
the Institute for one year if the financial and visa gquestions could be solved.
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I do not think that Pélye is in any immediate danger or was in immedi-
diate danger of losing his job in Z#rich, although it is umpredicteble to what
lengths the Swiss will go in order to placate the Nazis. Pélya ebhors Nazism

and will find it hard to breathe in the present Buropean atmosphere. He obvi-
ously wents very much to have & chance tc come to this country, yet it may well
be that later he will decide to return to his position in Zfirich.

fhat cen we do for him after the consul refused a nocn-quota-visa on
the basis of the one~year invitation to Stanford? (Whether he was not eligible
for a visitor's visa or wished to obtein an immigrant's visa, I do not kmow.)
I see several elternatives.

(1) v. Neumann suggests to apply with your help and that of the State
Bepartment, the same pressure or persuasion to the comsul that worked in Peuli's
case. But did the consul ever actually refuse a visa to Pauli and swing around
later? And what business have we to interveme on behalf of Pélyal except that
a representative mathemetical body like our School of Mathematiocs is in a muoch
better position to judge the desirability of admitting a foreign professor of
mathematics to this country than eny individuel consul. In Pélye's case we are
the more competent as advisors because two of us, v. Neumsnn and myself, kmow
P6lye quite intimately.

(2) With the §3500 aveileble we could invite P6lye to the Imstitute
for next year. But would not this shift of the inviting institution arouse the
suspicion of the consul as to the source of the money?

(3) We could, as Prof, SzegB suggests, supplement the invitation to
Stanford for 1940s4l by an invitation to the Imstitute for 1941-42, with a stipend,
say, of $2-3.000.

(4) We could try to meke a desl with Stanford University pledging some
additional §2,000-2,500 with the understanding that they invite Pélya for a two-
year-period with a selery of $5,500-6,000 but would grent him leave of absence
to come to the Institute for at least one term. This would probably go farthest
in setisfying the consul, but cean we do this in good faith?! I shall sound out
SzegB whether he thinks Stanford eould agree to such & scheme, and encourage him
to write directly to you.

If lines (2) or (3) are followed, one could with better right ask for
the cooperation of the State Department as suggested under (1). Any of the
ections (2)=(4) would have to have the consent of all the six professors of our
School of Mathemetics. I realize that we should have settled this among our-
selves before approaching you; but as we are scattered all over the country,
it is perhaps reasonable that you, who have remained at the central seat, take
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the matter in hand. I agree in advance to any plan you will adopt, and so does
Ve Neumernn, with whom I communicated by letter. Veblen was evidently much more
interested in PSlya them in Born. 1Is acting with least possible delay so im-
portent a viewpoint es to rule out (4)?

Will you be so kind as to let Veblen know about this letter? I hope
you will find same way to aid Pélya.

My best wishes to you and Mrs. Aydelotte for settling down in your new
home. You must be glad that the transitory period of osecillating between Swarth-
more and Princeton comes to an end.

Sincerely yours,

HEFMANN WEYL
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COPY Brooklin 19 July, 1940.

Dear Frark:
Having heard from Weyl end von Neumann on the subject, I think I

ought to write to you wbout G. Polya. He is a professor of mathematics at
Zirich, of Fungarien Jewish origin, but, presumesbly, Swiss citizenship, a

very good mathematician, younger than Weyl and older than von N., has lec=-
tured in Princeton (I am not sure whether at the Univ. or the Inst. [Univer-
sity G.B.]) where he was well liked, has an attractive wife, and speaks

good English, He has been invited to Stenford Univ, as a visiting professor
for the year 1940-41 at & salary of §3500. The U.S. Consul et Zlirich has re-
fused to give him e non-quota visa on this besis., SzegB, the head of the
math, dept. at Stanford, has written to Weyl and von N. for advice and help.
He seys that it is not possible to extend the Stanford invitetion for 1541-42,
though it is likely that Stanford would invite him for summer lectures, etec. in
the future.

The questiors raised by W. and von N, ares (1) Could you intervene in
any wey with the State Dept. or the Consul at Zlirich (the same one Pauli had to
deal with)?

(2) Could the Institute invite him for the year 1541-427 Weyl sug-
gests a stipend of §2000. If this is done, the other mathematical professors
(Alexander, Einstein, Morse) should be consulted. Weyl, von N. and I would
agree,

(3) 1f (2) is adopted, could not the money be obtained from the
Rockefeller Foundation? If we ssked them I believe the emount should be $3500.

Polye is really & very good methemsticien whom we should all be very
glad to have with us.

There are several other refugee questions about which I may have to
write to you, btut this is the best mathematical case in sight now (except the
Copenhagen problem).

As ever,
OSWALD VEBLERN
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