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Flexn r in reoapitulati his tudios and
consultations which preceded his policy memor ndum of
Sept ber 26, 1931, presented to the Trustees' eeting
Ootober 13, 1931:

"To my reque t for co tructive id as, the respon e wa
different. Men knew ore or less cl ly whbt they would li¥e
or nee ed; but as no on had supposed that an in titut.on
of the kind aesoribe was lik ly to established, no one
was prep r d to be definite in his i di te reco endations.
In informal talk, often ocoupy1n many pour., w browsed
over the whol f~el; frequently, before we parted, I ws
promised a memoran um which would embody delib rate observations
a to proce ure, per onnel, sUbject, tc. In what I now
write, I am drawing upon th ~e informal oonferences, upon
suo notes an refloctions sIma e at the t me anc
subsequently, an upon th moranda which have oome to me
fro America, n lan, rill ce, Germany-, and It y. I am
indebted, very d ply indebted, to 11 0 ga e freely of
theit time, thou nt, an experience; and yst I houl be at
a 10 s to as 1.n re ponaibl1ity, if I were ask d as to any

I R b b Ab ah ·l 36ga~tloular item."_ emem er, y r am exn r, pp. ;,-q.
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Flexn r in reoapltul t1ng his stud1es and 
oonsultations which preoeded his pollcy memor ndum of 
September 26, 1931, presented to the Trustees' meeting 
Ootober 13, 19311 

"To my roque t for oonstruotive ideas, the res ponse was 
dlffer ent. Men knew ore or less olearly whut they would ll¥:e 
or needed; but as no one had su r po ed that an institut on 
of the kind oesoribed was lik ly to e established, no one 
was prepa.red to be definite in his di te reoo endationa. 
In informal tMlk, often oooupyln~ many pours, we browsed 
over the whole fleld; frequently, before we parted, I was 
promised a memorandum whioh would embody delib rate observat i ons 
a to proce m'e, personnel, subjeot , eto. In what I now 
wrlte, I am drawing upon the e informal oonferences, upon 
suc~ notes an refleoti ons s I made .t the t me an 
subsequently, an upon the moranda which have oome to me 
from Am rioa, n~lan, rdlce, Germany, and Italy. I am 
indebted, very dee ply Indebted, to all who ga e me freely of 
t heit time, thou t, an experienoe; and yet I should be at 
a lOBS to as s ~n respons i bility, 1f I were aske d as to any 
1. Rememb r, by Abraham Plexner, pp. 36~~tioular item. n 
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In tit t istory

Dlscu slon with Lr. Oppenheimer about the nls tory.
February ~2. 1956.

File' in ertica1 lIe un er Institute 1etory.

Disouss on \~th Dr. ppenheimer, 2/22/S6
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