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EINSTEIN THE(!)RY OUTL/iVED 
IN PRJNC,JPLE BY POE l1V 1848 

1 Leller Reveals Concepts of Limitation of Time and 

Space; Gave General Proposition: 

Nothing Was, All Things Are" 
It Because! 
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Professor Albert Einstein. 
Princeton University. 
Princeton. New Jersey. 

!ly dear Pro feasor: 

December 11. 1933. 

Although I knoW· that you are B\1tinped with 
requests of all aorta. the request I wish to make io ~ne thut 
only you cnn !ill. 

I have been a collector of the works of Ed~.r 
Allan ~oe. America's ~eatest genias. !or ~ yeurs. and huve 
secured the hou~e in which he lived ln Philadelphia and in 
\'Jhich he \·,rote his greatest works. On January 19. 19Z4. the 
125th Anniversary o! the birth o! Poe. Philadelphia is honoring 
his =-:~e·:1or;~ for the first tirae with o. large dinner VIhich will Le 
held in the b11llroom of the BenJamin Franklin Hotel at seven­
thirty in the evening. ~1ve hundred peo~le will be present. 
nnd some of the leading men of the United Stutes will ue here 
to join in honoring Poe. 

The last work that Poe ~rote is c~lled EID1EY~. 
The sip.nific~ce of this short prose-poem has been ueyond the 
comprehension of all of us. because it delves so deeply into the 
astronomical fields and the philosophies surrounding them. Some 
.huve even c~nJectured that there are s numoer of things in this 
~ark "hich are closel~ allied to the field in which you are 
supreme and show thut Poe was striving to get socer;here along 
the trnil which you have so successfully traveled. 

~ould it be expecting too much of you to usk 
that you donate the necessary time to read this short story and 
BiVe the Poe ocholars of Aoerica ,your opinion of its r.1euning? 
".'hether your opinion should be favorable or UD!avorable to the 
!?oe theories • . I a·:1 sure it would be a real contribution to our 
knowledee of the greutest American genins. It would certa inly 
be a greut honor to all of us if you would come to this dinner 
as my ~ueot so thut you rnif"ht give us your opinion in person. 
Pleu~e consider this r.ot only a personul 1nYitation in ~dvunce 
of the formal one. but also an urgent request that you attend 
and solve !or us this greatest of Poe m~steries. The story 

. EUf.v.',<.t ia pnLliahed in both English nnd German. and if you are 
\"Jillin~ t.:> undertoke the work I ahal.l be p·lad to send it to y~u 
in either ~~ge. or in both. 
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THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY 
SCHOOL OF MATHEMATICS 

Eerrn rlichard Giebel 
c/o Gi~bel Brothers 
Fh.i ladelp!lia 

Sehr gee~rter ~err! 

FINE HALL 
. 

PRINCBTON, NEW ]BR.SBY 

13.Dezember 1933 

I c!l ·:rill gernedie Erzahlung des ~·e i!:: ters 

les '; n und dann in r-.. ller ::esc:heidenhei t . !"!'li tteilen, was . ic~1 da-

riiber ~en~e . Zu dac ~inner zu .ko~~en ist ~ir zu ~einen !edauer~ 

t;anz U"T""".0G"::!.."i c~, i ch f!"eue :-:i ch ab er, das~ AI!lerika seine 

l: C~c:pferis chen Schne nicht v ergisst. 

! :it a us gez e i chn eter :!ochaqhtu ·1g 
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The Ottendorfer Lranch, 
Yew York Public Library, 
136 Second Street, 
New York City. 

Gentlemen: 

December 16, 1933. 

Some ti~ .e ago you were kind enough to lend me 
Edgar Allan Poe' a X.1JH~ in Ge1·can. rre v..re working on a 
new research of this work in Germt!n, and I ohall 
appreciate the fuTor if you w1ll lend it to me a~in. I 
shall be ~lad tc pay an; oxpenaea involved 1n calling 
the volame to me. 

Please addrasa mo in care o~ Gim!Jel Brothers. 
Philadelphia. 

Thankinft you iu adva.nce, I ~emain 

Very traly yours, 

Records of the Office of the Director / Faculty Files / Box 10 / Einstein, Albert -- Poe, Edgar Allan-Letters re: Eureka 
From the Shelby White and Leon Levy Archives Center, Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, NJ, USA



Professor Albert Einstein, 
Princeton University, 
Princeton, ITew Jerney. 

~ deur Professor: 

December 28, 19~~ . 

I wn sending you under separa te cover today 
a copy of Ed~ Allun Po P- 's EUREAA in English, together with 
a cony o! the same ntori i~ German which I have borro~ed !rom 
the lie\; York Public Library. It is a matter o! deep gratifi­
cation to me that you have consented to read such & difficult 
work. the signi!ic~unce o! ~hich has been in controversy for 
nearly ~ centa1·~· I trust that at your earlieot opportunity 
:,rou V~ill ~1 ve me ;our opinion o! 1 ts metllling. ]>articul:.i..rly in 
relution to the nreF.ent duy vie\"Jpoint on this subJect. Ae 
J~ur puper ~ill be reud to the hundreds gathered to do hor.or 
to ~oe on Januury 19, it would be helpful if I miRht huve it 
soon enough to give lt some ~dvance study before thut da te. 

I~. in addition to sending your ~~uacript 
in Ger~un. you c~uld hnve your translator translate it into 
rm~lish. I n1 :mrP. it \Jauld be -:10re la.cid than if I \;ere to 
huve so~eone here tra nslate it. 

'i th wur:1eat personnl greetinP:'O and thanks. 
and hopinP" that you o.u,;; :,ret find it possible to 1!ttend the 
dir.ner, I rema in 

Ver; oincerely yours , 
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Princeton, 7.Ja nuar 1934 

Re rrn Rich ard Gi~bel 
The !' ich~rd Gin b e l :!'ounr1.ation 
The Foe :rouse 
53C Ko!'th Seventh Str. 
Fhilo.ci.e l :"hic. 

Sehr g c ehrter : ~err! 

I ch !lc.. b e dc.s 'J e rk "~ureka'' zun 'I'Gi 1 stud i e rt, !1~ :; e 

::..ber k eine :~ o ffnung , in cl lt; rntc:'lr- t e r Zeit -:Ueses 3tud inn beenr.i. i g.::n zu 

kom~en. :!)er an ..... nf~·>.nG :-lieses ·.ler}:es gec ebene fingierte :Sri.~ f e ines 

s:p ~~ t e:-en :Jen}:e: rs, in ·:.- elch~t:l d ie b e iden :~aurtstrcnunc e::n der n eu e r en 

philoso:>his chen .nu f f c.ssunc en des ':lis sens kri tisi e rt ;;e:-d.en, is t r.c.c!1 

neiner -~in,_m:- -:;ine se?lr scht:n e Leistnn~ eines unge";:'C: !mlich sel ~if't ~.n ~~. ir.en 

ist - in Li c 21te der sei t~1 erig r-m ::nt.-:ric~-clnnr; der ·:!i esen nc::<.:ft b r. t ri:'.c;,-::c:: t -

ein l ~uc:1tende r :ey:-ei s dc-~r-:.=. r, d c:.ss c.uch ein n o ch so fre i e r Geist c....n 

s e in " Gi tc.l te r ~e~·mnc~c:n bl e i ben muss, ~.-de frei von des ~en 7or nrte ilen 

er s ich au ch f Uhl q;n !·w.g. 

:?:.i ~~ e ine ·.'!i.~ rdi t;unrr des k~~nstl e rif;c:u:-n ··ilertes d.es 

Jer~ces k<:..nn i ch in n:~ c ·:. s ter ~ c: i t d i e ::.uj' nicht finden, b e i a ller 

.nl1Zi e_1unc , -~ ie von (l en ·::unC:.erbc..r en -r:anne au~geht. 

: .'it un:::ge~ e i c~TlE t e r Jio chach tunp; 

'0~~-

I 

Records of the Office of the Director / Faculty Files / Box 10 / Einstein, Albert -- Poe, Edgar Allan-Letters re: Eureka 
From the Shelby White and Leon Levy Archives Center, Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, NJ, USA



UNIVERSITY OF PENNSYLVANIA 
PHILADELPHIA 

George E. Nitzsche 
Rteorthr 

Copy of ~ation of a letter from A. Einstein. 
I' 

Mr. Richard Gimbel, 
The Richard Gimbel Foundation, 

The Poe House, 
530 North Seventh St., 

Fhiladelphia. 

My dear sir. 

ftinceton, January 7,1934. 

I have studied the work ~reka" in part, but I have no hope to be 
able to finish this study in the near future. The f ictitious letter of the later 
thinker of this work in which both the ~ tendencies of the newer philosophtc 
conception of knowledge are being criticised, is to ~y way of thinking, a 
vet~~ti!ul achie~ent.._gL~ unusu9.lly indep&Dd.ent mind . The attempt ot a 
co ogppiff;- which-makes up the rest of the wori_, i~ cnBil4ere4.- in the light 
of the aevelopment of science since then, a shining proof that even such a tree mind 
must reDilin bound to hie time no matter how tree he rrAy feel himself of the p!)O• 

gress of such time. 
ror an appreciation of the artistic value of t his work, I cannot find 

the time in the near future in spite of all the attraction which eminates from this 
wonderful man. 

Wihh kindest regards, 
(signed) A. Einstein. 
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,We sent a bo-ok .. to the . Poe House three 
wee~s ago ~ut haven't heard Anyt.hin8 . 
The address of the sender WAS nleinlv 
writ t en on the bs.ck of the na c kA 12e. ~ 

. . 
P:-ofesell>r Einstein ki'ndly asks v1hy you 
haven't Acknowledged receipt of th~ book-

Very truly yuurs, 

H. Dukas, 3e cre~ery 

530, =orth Sevent~ Str. 

Fhi l <;.c.el J>hia, I a . 
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............ 

Wilkening Manufacturing Co. 
Philadelphia 

Janu~ry 16, 1934 

De<ir Richard: 

I am returning to you the German copy of 

Einstein's letter together with a transl<ition 

which ~r. Wilkening has made. I haven't the 

Commerci~l Museum's translation here with me 

for comparison, but as I recall it, .Mr. v~·ilkening' s 

seems tc be a much smoother effort. 

Sincerely yours, 

~r. Richard Gi~bel 
G~bel Brothers 
8th & Market Str&ets 
?hi:.adel~hia 

J 
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R. G. FOUNDATION 

:?rofeaeor All. ~.1:t Elm:! tein, 
?rinceton University. 
Princeton. Ilew Jersey. 

~Jy dear Protesaor : 

7ebruur~ 2 , 1~~ . 

! c:mnot b~gin to tell you hoYI pleaoed 
~ie were with your short note on EUREKA. and I hope that 
it will be :-osPible for ~ou to finieh the book so the t ~e 
:na,1 have your highly deeired commMts on the whole. I 
re~d your letter ut the Poe dinner. o~ which a clipping 
i ~ enclosed; it was a great affair. and we were very 
sorr~ thb.t J"OU co4ldnot be preeent. Perhaps the next 
time ;au CJ~e to ?hiladelphia ~on will do me the honor of 
vi a itinp. the ~oe House. 

'hen yon are finished ~ith the copJ of 
~eKa in G e=~n plea . e let me kr.ow. as I wish to return 
1 t to t , .~ public library from which 1 t wae bOrrowed. 

"ii th beat niehes to you and 
:.:r ~ . Sins tein, I remein 

Sincerely ;;ours , 
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R. G • . FOUNDATION 

?ro!e~aor ..:ilbert E1n£tein. 
?rinceton ur.iveraity. 
?r inceton. Ue\'J Jersey. 

11.:,7 deur Proiessor: 

Unrch 6. 19~4. 

I hnve received a request from the rrew 
York ?ublic ~iLr~r~ that I return the cop¥ o£ Poe's 
·.:;ureka in Ger~:lElll. 

If ~ou are not yet finished nith it 
will yo a 1e ao good '3.5 to give ~e some idea ~ihen you 
~111 ~e through. 30 tl~t I may notify the Libr~ry when 
they QQY expect the book? 

!:Jith 1dndest personal regards, 
I re!:l!lin 

Slr.cerelJ yours. 
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R. G. FOUNDATION 

Pro£eseor ~lbert Einstein. 
Princeton University. 
Princeton. Nevi Jeroey. 

Jy deur ?rofeasor: 

I!nrch 1(~ . 19Z4 • 

Pleeee accept ~ apolo~y ror h~vir~ 
;·.:ritten ':!cy letter of :..lurch 6.. Sinc-e receiving the lette1· 
!rom Jour aecretars ! huve located the bc.ok. which v1aa 
inedv~rter.tl:,r placed on exhibition a.t The ?oe Ho11ae. It 
~rived promptl.,j and kn good condition. and I regret hu.v­
inrr caused lOU ~l arinecesaary trouble or concern reg~rd­
inr; 1 t. 

Th.u.nkine yolt !or your !;lt.t.ny kinnnesoes 
and for ~;o ur interest in vu.r ?oe reaearch. I re!'Ilb.in 

Sincerely yonr~ . 
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:-:e rrn :Uchard Gi!'!!bel 
The l-oe :~ouse 
5:= c , ~ -ort}1 Sev"!nth Str. 
Ybiladel~i~,Pa. 

Sehr gee~~tar ~err: 

Frinceton F.~., den lo.narz ~~0~ 
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