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EINSTEIN THEORY OUTLINED
| IN PRINCIPLE BY POE IN 1848

Space; Gave

Lelter Reveals Concepls of Limitation of Time and

General Proposilion: “Because

Nothing Was, All Things Are” ,

‘rrnrml in the New Warld, was written
D,

Npecwri to The Inguirer \
| INDIANAPOLIS! Ind., Dee. 25, —A
letter written by Bdgar Alien 'oe on
Febroary 20, 1848, rvevealed here to-
[night, shows the poet then had con-
cepts of Hime, space and matter similar
to those linally evolved by 'rofessor
Einstein  into  the theories of rela-
livity.

The letter, now owned by Dr.” Albert
'FL Sterne,  Indianapolis  nenrologist,
wiax addressed to George B, Irbey.
Binghamton, X, Y, It says in part:

“The Yestiges of Creation [ have

nol vet seen: and it is alwavs nosale

from reviews of them, One (ling is‘l
certain, that the objections of merely
seientific men—men 1 mean, wha el
vate the physieal seienees (o the ex 0
clngion, in a greater or less dezree, ol
the mathematics, of metaphysies and]
of logic—are generally invalid excep
in respect to scientific details.  Of all!
persons in the worll, they are at “Il‘l
same time the most bigoled il fhe |
less eapable of using. gencealizing, or

(deciding wpon the facts which  (hey
bring to Jight in the eourse of (her

.l'xllt‘rhm-m:-; amd these are the moen
e e ]

lamd unwise to form opinions of bouks Continued on 5th Fage, Ist Column

- - =

Poe Foreshadowed
Einstein Theory in
Letter Dated 1848

Conltinued From First Page

who eliefly writer the eriticism against
all eMorls a1 menernlization, denonie-
ing these eforls nx speeulalive  awl
theoretical,
Speaks of Leclure
“Phe notice of my lecture, which ap-

y some one grossly incompetent o the
task which he nndertook.

1 have not published the lecture,
t nie lo stale, suecinetly, my|
ml resulis: s
neral propoesition: X

“Because nothing wns, therefore all
things are. X

“One—an  ingpection of the nniver-
gality of gravitation of the fael thal
each particle tends nol o any  one
eommon point, but fo every particle —
sugzests perfect protality, or abzolute
unity, as the somee of the phenowm-
enom,

“Two—Gravity is but the mode  in
which is manif=ted the tendeney of all

things 1o return into their original
unily, I
“Theee 1 show that the !:I\\: of the ll

reluen, ioe, the law of gravity, is b g,
nevessary result of the necessar
g0 possible mode of squah® § 1
of malier | el a Bimited spaer,

“Fonr—We he universe of sine<
(eomtemdistinguished Leom the aniverse
of epacetr anlwited, ue wa=lils oo

e
ive—-1 show hat unily s unlhim:g;
“Nix =N malier,  springing lrmull
unity, sprang feom nothing, i e, was
erenled. |

“Neven— AL will pefurn (o unity, i
e, 1o nothingness,

“1 wonld bhe oblized to you if yon |
would let me know fow far these jdens |
are  coincident  with  those  of  the
Vestiges.™ 11

Speculative Attitude

Dir. Sterne says of the letier, “1ow,
althongh he enjoyed a seientifie trenin-
ing in his youlh, was in no sense n
seientist, muel-less o physicizt of (he
iype of Kinstein. DBul nevertheless his
letier revealg a remackable philosophie
speculative altitude on Poe's part,

“He speaks of a leclure he made.
It the leeture wax cver published. |

have never heen able (o fiml it L

speaks of the *Vestiges uf Crention.
This work was puld
Chambers jn 1845, I

conclusions, in which Linstein’s findine-
ol three guarters of s comtuey 1ofes
@ tae le wd loresfadowen,

“In a partinl apalysisx of 1he Eig
stein prineciple is found the theoary of
relativity (o which (he  concepls  of
lmitation of spnce ax suggested by
Yor is applicable. Finstein limits both
time and spuce,  In (he fourth tene
voiced hy 'oe there seems 1o be a con-
facl with Finsiein’s general theory of
relativity in the unlimited field."”

Edmund  Clarenee
George Edward Woodberry, anthoritivs
on Poe, vouch For the anthenticity of
the letier, It has bheen in D, Sterne’s
possession for (wenty-six  years, The
Ietter is affached (o a prospecins of
the Stxtus, a literary jonrnal edited by
I'oe.

-

-

Stedman — awd |-
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December 11, 1922Z2.

Professor Albert Elnstein,
Princeton University,
Princeton, New Jersey.

!ly dear Professor:

Although I know that yon are swamped with
requests of all sorts, the reduest I wish to make io one thut
only you can fill.

I have Leen & collector of the works of Edgar
Allan Poe, America's greatest genins, for aany yeurs, and huve
secured the house in which he lived in Philadelphia and in
which he vrote his greatest works. On January 19, 1954, the
1<56th Anniversary of the birth of Poe, Philadelphia is honoring
his menory for the first time with a large dinner which will Le
held 1n the bullroom of the Eenjamin Franklin Hotel at seven-
thirty in the evening. ™ive hundred people will be present,
and some of the leading men of the United Stutes will Le here
to join in honoring Poe.

The last work that Poe wrote is cualled EURIX..
The sipnificunce of this short prose-poem has been uveyond the
comprehension of all of us, because it delves so deeply into the
astronomical fields and the philosophies surrounding them. Some
Jhave even conjectured that there are a numoer of things in this
work which are closely sllied to the field in which you are
supreme and show that Poe was striving to get somevhere along
the trnil which yon have so successfully traveled.

Mould it be expecting too much of you to usk
that you donate the necessary time to read this short story and
pglve the Poe scholars of America your opinion of its meuning?
’hether your opinion should be favorable or unfavorable to the
Poe theorieb I aa sure it would be a real contribution to our
knowledge of the greutest American genius. It would certainly
be a greut honor to all of us if you would come to this dinner
as my guest so that you might give us your opinion in person.
Pleace consider this rot only a personal invitation in advance
of the formal one, but also an urgent request that you attend
and solve for us thie greatest of Poe mysteries. The story

. ZUREX: is puilished in both English and German, and if you are
willing to undertake the work I shall be pglad to send it to you
in either lungusge, or in both.
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THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY
SCHOOL OF MATHEMATICS
FINE HALL

. PRINCETON, NEW JERSEY

13.Dezember 1933

Zerrn Richard Gimbel
¢/o Girbel Brothers
Fhiladelphia

Sehr geehrter Ferr!

Ich will gernedie ErzZhlung des "'eicters
les=n und dann in aller Eescheidenhéit.ﬁitteilen, was . ich da-
riiber denke. Zu dzm Dinner zu .kormen ist mir zu meinem Bedauern
ganz urislich, ich freue mich aber, dass Amerika seine
schcpferischen Schne nicht vergisst. |

17it ausgezeichneter Fochadhtu~g

e Bl .
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December 15, 1933.

The Ottendorfer Iranch,
llew York Public Litrary,
136 Second Street,

New York City.

Gentlemen:

Some tir.e ago you were kind enough to lend me
Edgar Allan Poe's EURERA in German. Ve are working on a
new research of this work in Germun, and I shall
appreciate the favor if you will lend it to me aguin., I
shall be glad tc pay any exrenses involved in nailing
the volume to me.

Please addrass me 1an care of GimLuel Brothers,
Philadelphia.

Thanking you in advance, I remain

Very truly ycurs,
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December 28, 1957,

Professor ilbert Einstein,
Princeton University,
Princeton, Nev Jersey.

-iy dear Professor:

I am sending you under separate cover today
a copy of Edgur Allaun Poe's EUREXA in English, together with
a cony of the same story in German which I have borroved from
the New York Public Library. It is a matter of deep gratifi-
cation to me that you have consented to read such a difficult
work, the significance of which has been in controversy for
nearly a century. I trust that at your earliest opportunity
you will pive me your opinion of its meaning, particulurly in
relution to the rrerent day viewpoint on this subject. 4is
Jour purer will be reud to the hundreds gathered to do horor
to ®oe on Januury 19, it would be helpful if I might have it
soon enough to give it some advance study before that date.

If, in addition to sending your manuscript
in German, you could have your translator translate it into
nelish, I an sure it would Le more lucid than if I vere to
huve someone here translate it.

‘ith warmest personal greetings and thanks,
and hovring that you muy yet find it poasible to utternd the
dinrner, I remain

Very sincerely yours,
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Princeton, 7.Januar 1934

Herrn Zichard Girbel

The ilichard Ginbel Toundation
The Foe House

53C lsorth Seventh Str
Fhilzdelphia -

Sehr geehrter lierr!

Ich hebe dos Jerk "Hureka" zunm Teil studiert, h:i e
:ber keine Hoffnung, in allernicihcter Zeit dieses 3tudium beendigzsn zu
Xonnen. Der arm anfeng dieses Jerkes gegebene fingierte Eriaf cines
sni.teren Jenkers, in welchom die beiden laurtstrinungen der neueren
philosophischen auffussungen des .Jissens kritisiert werden, ist nach
meiner «~einums sine selir schine Leistuns eines ungewihnlich selbhstin’igen
Geictes. Der den ..sst “Zes Terﬁas ausnachende Versuch z2iner :lo-mogonie
ist = im Lichte der seitherigsn Sntwicklung der Tissenschuft betrzchiet -
ein lsuclhitender Zeweis dufir, dass cuch ein noch so freier Geist en
sein <citalier gebunden bleibén muss, wie frei von descen Vorurteilsn
er sich auch fihlzn ncg.

e

™ir eine Hirdigunr des kiinstlerischien Jertes des

Jerkes kinn ich in nilc:ster «cit die lfuglnicht finden, bei aller
anziehung, <ie wvon dem -runderbaren llanne ausgeht,

I.it aucgezeichneter Hochachtung

¥ biuadeiie.
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UNIVERSITY OF PENNSYLVANIA
PHILADELPHIA

George E. Nitzsche
Recorder

Copy of fﬁﬁranalation of a letter from A.Einstein.

Princeton, January 7,1934.

Mr. Richard Gimbel,
The Richard Gimbel Foundation,
The Poe House,
530 North Seventh St.,
Philadelphia.

My dear sir.
I have studied the work "Eureka" in part, but I have no hope to be

able to finish this study in the near future. The fictitious letter of the later
thinker of this work in which both the man tendencies of the newer philosophjc
conception of knowledge are being criticised, is to my way of thinking, a

veryBeautiful achievment of an unusuzlly indepemdent mind. The attempt of a
cogmo ni - which makes up the rest of the work,is, cnsddereds in the light
of 'the development of science since thenm, a shining proof that even such a free mind
must remain bound to his time no matter how free he may feel himself of the ppo=
gress of such time.

For an appreciation of the artistic value of this work, I ecannot find
the time in the near future in spite of all the attraction which eminates from this

wonderful man.

With kindest regards,
(signed) A. Einstein.

//"/ /q/ (,x/%*-’ hp
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* - We. sent a book to the Poe House three
wgeks ago but haven't heard anythine,
The sddress of the sender was nleinly
written on the back of the nackare.

‘Proféssor Linstein kindly asks why you
haven't ascknowledged receipt of the book-

Vefy truly pours,

H. Dukas, 3Secretery.
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The Toe Zons™¥

530, _.orth Seventh Str.

Thilecelphia,Tu.
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Wilkening Manufacturing Co.
Philadelphia

HEAT SHAPED J an'l.l;fry 18 » 1934

Dear Richard:

I am returning to you the German copy of

Einstein's letter together with a translation
which dr. Wilkening has made. I haven't the
Commercizl Museum's translation here w;th me

for comparison, but as I recall it, dr, Wilkening's

seems tc be a much smoother effort.

Sincerely yours,

7

dr. Richarc Giabel
Gizubel Brothers

8th & llarket Streets
fhiZadelphia
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R. G. FOUNDATION

Pebruury; 2, 19c4,

Professor Aluezt Einctein,
2?rinceton University,
Princeton, liew Jersey.

ly dear Proiessor:

I cannot begin to tell you how pleaced
we were with your short note on EUREKA, and I hope that
it will be rosrible for you to finish the book so thzt we
may have your highly desired comments on the whole. I
read your letter at the Foe dinner, of which a clipping
ic enclosed; it was a great affalr, and we were very
gorry that you couldnot be precent. Perhaps the next
time jou come to Thliladelrhia jyou will do me the honor of
viaiting the “oe House.

"hen jou are finished with the copy of
Zuregs in Germun plez. e let me krnow, as I wish to return
it to t:.e public library from which it was bdrrowed.

"iith best wiches to you and
rc. Tinstein, I remzin

Sincerely Jjours,
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R. G. FOUNDATION

larch 6, 1934.

srofessor ilbert Eincstein,
2rinceton University,
rinceton, New Jersey.

ily dear Proiessor:

I have received a request from the Illew
York 2ublic Titrsry that I return the copy of Poe's
sureka in Gerran.

If you are not yet finished with it
will you Le so good =28 to give me some ldea when you

will ce through, 8o that I may notify the Librery vhen
they aay expect the book?

"7{th zindesat personal regards,
I remain

Sirncerel; yours,
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R. G. FOUNDATION

Uarch 14, 1924,

Professor :lbert Einstein,
Princeton Uriversity,
Princeton, Hew Jercey.

Iy dear Professor:

Plesce accept ny apology for having
written ay letter of lurch 6. 3ince receiving the letter
from your secretery I huve located the bcok, which was
inzdvarterntly placed on exnibition at The Poe House. It

rived promptly and gn good condlition, and I regret huv-
ing caused jou any unnecessary trouble or concern regerd-
ing it.

Thanking you for your nuny kindnesses
and for your interest in our Poe research, I remuin

Sincerely youre,
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Frinceton ¥.J., den lo.!llarz Lvo&
2,Library FPlace

Yerrn Richard Gimbel
The fo0e -ouse

55Cy 0orth Seventh Str.
¥*hiladelrhia, Pa.

Sehr geearter Herr:

Das Buch ist vor etwa drei Jochen
an 3ie abkgesandt -vorden und zwvar mit der Adresse des
absendiers versehen. Professor Zinctein lasst Sie freund-
lich bitten, genau nachzusehen,ob das 2uch nicht doch
angzxormen ist.

it ausrezeichneter =Zochactunr

H e

Se¥retirin





