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Dear Professor Veblen: 

lIrs . Bailey has handed me lIr. Bauhan' s bill . She asks 

me just what the procedure was . whether the Board or the Executive 

Committee authorized the preparation of the plans . I ~self know 

nothing of it beyond the fact that t he b l ueprints are here in the 

office . Mrs . Bailey will have to oertify to Mr. Leidesdorf the 

auspices under which !.fr . Bauhan was engaged. You will see what I 

mean fram the impression of the stamp below, which is used on every 

requisition sent to Mr . Leidesdorf. Will you please let me know 

preoisely what she and I can and should do? 

I am returning herewith Mr. Wilson's letter to you. 

Thank you very much for letting me see it . 

Professor Oswald 
Fine Hall 
Princeton, New Jersey 

AF/MCE 

Ever sincerely, 

APPROVED FOR PAYMENT 
BY: •................................ 

Cllr,nnE: .. 
CHEC" ..... ,; 

er[ 
r.:.., .., f: I ,: .. 

b', Oh 1 : 
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THE I£ .:>TITUTE FOR ADVANCED S( JDY 

Dear Doctor Flexner: 

SCHOOL OF MATHEMATICS 

FINE HALL 

PRI N CETON . N EW JERSEY December 2, 1937 

I enclose the bill from Mr. Bauhan which you suggested I ask 

him to send in. I inquired how he computed his charge, and he said 

that it is 2~ per cent. of the estimated cost of the improvement, which 

he said is the usual charge for preliminary plans. 

I also enclose herewith a letter which I have received from 

E. B. Wilson in response to a request for advice about the publication 

plans of the American Philosophical Society. Without much relevance 

Wilson volunteers an account of the discussion he had with Mr. Fosdick, 

which I thought might interest you. I presume that the letter was in-

tended only for me and the other members of the Philosophical Society 

Committee , but I thought it could do no harm to show it to you if it 

goes no further. I have arranged the letter so that you will come 

without delay to the part which is of interest. 

when you have looked at it . 

Dr . Abraham Flexner 
P. O. Box 631 
Princeton, N. J . 
OV:GB 

Yours 

Please return it 

Oswald Veblen 
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lie,. 7 Ir It. 111' 

1 -_" y_ lItt_ of tbe 28th 

a1l4 1 •• 1II'ltbc Dr. ISeaIIIer ~ tbat .... 111 

be adIIltW to the lmt1 __ t_ tJle ClU'IWlt 

year. 

PPClte .. or Onald -r.blAla 
n.. Ball 
"1110_'-11, ... hn., 

• 

• 

r 

• 
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( 
.THE lNSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY 

SCHOOL 0 .. KATH:E:MATlCS, FlHE HALL 

PRINCETON, NEW JERSEY 

September 24, 1937 

Dear Doctor Flexner: 

I am returniDg herewith the letters from 

Professor Bohr and President Siege I shall be 

glad to discuss the situation at the University of 

Washington with you mensver you have time. 

With thanks for letting me see these let-

ters, 

Dr. Abraham Flexner 
P.O. Box 631 
Prinoeton, B.J. 
OV,GB 

YLurs sinoerely, 

()~~ 
Oswald Veblen 
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( 
THE I NSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY 

SCHOOL or IolATHElofATICS. nNE HALL 

PRINCETON, NEW JERSEY 

September 27. 1937 

Dear Mrs. Bailey: 

Professor Veblen asks me to let you mow 

that he will attend the meeting of the Trusteas of 

the Institute for Advanced study in New York City 

on October 11. 1937. 

Mrs . Esther S. Bailey 
P. O. Box 631 
Princeton, N. J . 

Sincerely, 

~~~ 
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UNIVERSITY OF WASHINGTON 
DEPARTK.ENT OF MATHEMATICS 

SEATTLE 

July 5, 1957 

Dr. Abraham Flexner 
Institute for Advanced Study 
20 Nassau Street 
Princ'eton, N. J . 

Dear Dr. Flexner, 

I was very glad to hear that you have sent on 
the invitation to Neil s Bohr, and I have just written to 
him a letter in which, among other things, I expressed the 
hope that he would not find American so hecti c as he di d 
l ast spring . I think there is every reason to expect that 
his visit will be a very profitable one for us . 

Has anything further been done about Dirac? I 
am reminded of this because we had a postcard from Mrs . 
Dirac this morning . They are in Budapest, and he has been 
wanting to go to Russia but they feel doubtful whether that 
i s wise under the pr esent circumstances . Dirac and Bohr are 
great friends, and it would be fine i f we had them both in 
Princeton at the same time . 

L-

Last night I sarr in the paper that /Aorgenthau has 

(
asked Riefler to take ,\!harge of the gold buying of the govern­
ment. Does that mean that Riefler would have to be i n Washington 
or will it b merely incidental to his other activities? 

My ~actory here is still working at full pressure. 

O. Veblen 

OV : lIJ 
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Profe •• or Veblen June 23, 193'1 

Our onl, worry il EurOpe. lfhat 18 hapilcing in Spain is h8ftrt-

rending. I shall 1lO~ be ~W until Bitler and l.!u.uaol1n1 are dan8l1ng at the 

end of a hangman'lI rope. tor without thes the Loyal1at Oovertll\ent would have 

sadl, ma.inta1ned. i h 01111. 

Ifa have had a 10' of polt tics here sino9 you. lett . I suapeot · 

that the au."reme Court bUl is dead ana that Rooa~elt has nll but aplU hb part,. 

Ha t.a giving the memb"ra of Oongren a picnic at the EIld of tha weak in the hope 

of healing the breach. but he BJUl bto 1iI.all. 1!'arlq, have counted. too hAAYll, OIl 

patronage, relief .. and lalt Nay8llber' I big 1IIBJ0rity. It h too bad when he ba.d 

it in hiB power to continue to do groot thln~I, but the thing baa obviously gone 

to bis head, and there are maq indications that he is pqiD8 tbe 'penalt7 of a 

"swelled" head. l'arla;,r la lying very low. 

Ife are get.ting ready t.o go to C!lT.lv , IlreaU!!!BhlT at the end. ot 

thi. week. \Yaan' to 1 t UDdar.tood that you and your nte we.a going to drive 

~er u1ncerely, 

P .S. 
I alii melolling a OOP7 of -:y letter to Profe •• or liohr. I CQDt to tell 70U how 

aorry I all tor oauslng )"OU a r.y dtnlllllT auoh aa you mat natUl'Rll, hal'e felt ..men 
you got the lett~r that wal wa1 ting tor )"OU at Seattle. 

Profenor O...,ald 'ebl_ 
Department of Ila.th_acB 
Unlveralty of Waabington 
Seattle, Ifaabill&ton 

A.I. 
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UNIVERSITY OF WASHINGTON ( 
DEPARTMENT OF MATHEMATICS 

SEATTLE 

June 14, 1957 

Professor Abraham Flexner 
The Institute for Advanced Study 
20 Nassau Street 
Princeton, N. J. 

Dear Dr. Flexner , 

I found your letter of May 51 here on lI\)' arrival the day 
before yesterday. I was very glad to haol e the news from Princeton 
and uarticularly glad that you have really enjoyed the spring there . 

My letter to Bohr did specify ~6,000 as the salary for one 
term. This was, oowever, not at my suggestion bec~use the whole 
matter was initiated and the terms laid down by yourself . You will 
probably recall that after an interview with one of the temporary 
members, you came to feel that our work in theoretical physics ought 
to be strengthened and transmitted through von Neumann a request 
that I should write to Bohr. I composed a letter embodying your 
suggestions and brought it to a meeting of the Buildings and Grounds 
Committee which was neld in Ne.1 York on larch 26 . You read it over 
carefully and made one or two changes . I then went to Mr. Maas ' 
office and had it typed and sent it off in the hope of reac ing 
Bohr before he sailed from San Francisco . I asked Miss Blake to 
send a copy of the letter t o Mrs . Bailey. 

I am recalling these matters in detail because I should 
never have thought of mentioning a stipend to Bohr without very 
explicit authorization. Nevertheless, I am convinced that your 
original suggestion was the right one. If Bohr does come, I hope 
very much that his visit will be definitely to Princeton and tuat 
during tOe time he is there he will not be traveling around and 
giving lectures elsewnere to any considerable extent. We really 
want him to take a part in t e everyday life of the place . Giving 
-him a generous salary will, I think, have the same in luence in 
t his direction that it has upon our regular professors . As far as 
I have obser ved, the latter feel a veri deep obligation to gi ve all 
their best efforts to the welfare of the Institute. 

May I venture one other suggestion: namely, that,if you 
decide to extend toe invitation to Bohr , you write to him yourself 
in your capacity as t e director. If you let me know that you have 
done so, I can then write him an informal letter on a personal and 
scientific basis . 
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( 

Dr. Flexner -2- .June 14. 1957 

I am already well established here and have been provided 
with an office and stenographic ~ssistance . I have also reestablished 
relations with Dr . Taub and hope to push on rapidly with the writing 
which we have in view. The trip out by automobile. although a long 
and 'circuitous one. has been a real vacation and I am feeling quite 
fresh once more . 

Elizabeth joins me in wishing you and Mrs . Flexner a very 
pleasant summer . 

Yours sincerO~ fA 

o. Veblen 

OV : H.J 
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DeAr Professor feblant 

J hnve your In"\eresting letter of 1l?-3'" 19 with the enclo!lU!'El t1'Olll 

Bohr. 1; ehlrold hATII GIlslfflred :VO)! llIOrs pr!!!lpt.l:v, lmt I ban had to b e (lut of town 

a ll1lI!Iber of tUJee. GIld the re has been a 6Z'eQt deal. to 10 here. Ho","er, 1 do not. 

believe tha t nnythlI1P, of 1mpnrtanoe has bllEll1 lost. lna1"Mh M! lJoh!." ann lMko no ~ 

r angP.!'lent. at thfs tue. 

I atsume th"lt you haV!!! not. m.;mtt OIled a .wfini to sahl"',f t o Bola. It. 

seems to me that your SlJ66estion or $6.000 for a three tmttbs' t.erm 1& axeudye, 

for 1t amounts to $12,000 per ~ when "69 llavfl nllY&l" etVIII1 a v1s1t~ professor 

_ above $10.000, and nur impression 1B - though as to this I ~ be I!dst3kan - that 

- in conversation 111 th you or von N8Il1!Wl!! or both. 1 rade the stl&";e91l on that vi siting 

professors sl.ould be 1nYl ted OB 1:I:1e bash ot $1,000 per mnth. If BOM S'J ena.a 

t hr ee months in Amerien. it S"",8 to mil that he would be rlllBsonab17 reeoI!lpBlle04 

--1 th a aala!7 of $3.000 -11lull perha.pB hi I) tr-... .nsportation from Stockholm to Princeton 

lIIld return, the latter being an ad41 tiOll to llll7thint; that "" have p:l.ld heretorore, 

but I think It not unrea.scnable to adA thi 8 in the CaBlI of a peraon -mo ccmes for 

a brief period. 

I think we should-bear in mind ~t the other schools are all goinc 

in eOlU''''' of time to "ish to be able to IIxt-.li similar invitations, and we cennot 

lose sight of the fact. that at the/ moment our expendl\uree are pretty close to the 
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Professor Yeblllll. KaT 31, 1937 J 

end of ~ur 1noome. 

I have no obJeotion to our listing 41aUDgIli9hed YlsUors all ~tIIIlbera. 

:'11ether the othp.r Bchoc-ls, as th.". continue, -..111 OIU'II to car17 on the Dame pr!ICaden.t 

I do not know. 'fe hs; ' e rather proc8P.d.ed upon the theoQ' of autollom;r &0 u..t. there 

is no reason that I can see whr eaoh seh-01 ~hou1d not do 'what 1t pleaslIB. 

It is 1\ ,1 ty that 1UU and Mrll. Te'bl8ll lost this epring in Princeton. 

for of thll four springs which we h_e SP8llt here this na.s beell b:y 1111 odds the molt 

be."llltltu1. It lUl.s been cool lIIld suffioiently wet t.o.l!:eep tile blossom, on the treRs 

all unl18ua117 Ion.:: time. Anne and I ~,.e lingered on and will probabl y staT till 

~he t<veltth of .Tune, lif ter which we 11'111 go to IlQW York to rBOO.ln there until a.bout 

Our ~~bel'!11t.re lila]. ting. Johnnie 3!lIl ;6arletta sa U \'1ednesda;y. 

r. ")'1 ha3 eane. Lo~e -and. ll\1 tl'8Zl7 haYe ;left. and Herzfeld goes in tll" no:>.!' future. 

Panof:31~ is thinlrl.ll6 of re!!la!1I.111g here in order to coJr,llete a Bet of lectures wh:.ch 

he 18 to gtye at ~ tia.-..r nen eeaslon. 

All of 1111 jo11l tn all good wishes to 70U and 'lrs. '1ebleu . 

Professor Oswald feblan 
c 10 Mis9 Owen !11lb1 
Flne Hnll 
Princeton, New Jers.". 

Records of the Office of the Director / Faculty Files / Box 32 / Veblen, Oswald 1936-1937 
From the Shelby White and Leon Levy Archives Center, Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, NJ, USA



Atbenaeum 

551 SouJ. Hill Avenue 
P ••• Jena, CJJomi. 

( 
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AprU 12, IV37 

Dear Professor 'eblenl 

In reference to our tftlephone CODY8l'aatlon this morning I should lUte 

to .suggeat that, 1f I ware in tht! plaoe of the mathe_tioal gl'O-ap, I should no·t 

allow ~self before the end of the Fear t.o be oall4:bt,as the group is caugh~, b)' 

reason of the tact tha.~ Professor 1f8)'l has recently d1llcovered a promislng oandi­

date for a stipend in tho person of a Japanese mathematician. I should set aslde 

a 9UI1I ot $4,000 or $5,000 which 1 would not touch untU, let us B<L7, May 1 or some 

other arbi tzar,- date,and thus be enabled to take advantage of a surprise candl«ate 

bike tha Japane8e l!lathe)!ll\tio1&n in 'lU8at1on. 

I do not beliave that the Bergmann case 111 the real obstacle since 

in the mat.er of Ber~ we are doing preCisely what we did for Alexander in 

a sim11ar manner conoern1ng Zl~pln & few 76&1'. 880. 

The w.1get of the InatUllte 1s in a different position. It los aad. 

up b)' Mrs . ]jall.,., Mr. Leldesdorf, and lIIYael! & &>od IIBIl7 weeks 1n adl'Bnoe of the 

annual meeting hBld about the II11ddle of April. It wOQld 88flm to me a p1ty to 

mke art)' ·one select all. asslBtant, 1t he haa not found the person, prior to that 

date. I ~ee no r88.son why, if one of the mathematic1anB flnda among thoae 

reoeiving atipendll lIomeone wholl he would Uke all h111 aBslatant. ha should not ba 

allowed to haYe hill, no _tter if thla dechion is postponed a8 late a8 October 1 
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Prof~a.or feblen Apr1l 1;) , U37 <I 

or later. We have had irregulari tiea of' th1a kind to l!lBIla&e preTiousl:r, and 

there hal neTer beID alIT diff1ault:r about it, but, it I were in;your place, I 

should do in the rand for sUp8llda prechel,. wha~ I do in the CIDsral income 

of the Inat itute. I 81*1117 w111 not spend it aU on the theoJ'7 (first) that 

1 t will do no harm it a certa1n a llDunt of money is returned to the treasur;y 

unspent and (lI9cond) I &II in poe1Uon to take oare of a genuine surprise it 

Ilnyth1ng of the first lIIB6nitude pres8I1ts- itself in the cour88 of the following 

;year . In other words, don I t Allocate \IIOney to the last dollar Just because :rou 

have it. 

Profe8sor Oawald Veblen 
Fine Hall 
Princeton, New J erse;y 

AF: ESl! 

Ver;y sincarely yours, 

AlI!'IAHAM FLEXN~ 
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prll 7. 1931 

Dear Prof essor Vebletu 

I have y ours of the 6th r egard1ng 

l.lr. COllldn and I will send him a notioe to the 

eff eot t hat you ha ve nsked t hat he be Il1ll!Wd ns 

your assis tant f or the year 1937-1938. a nd that 

his sa l nry will be C1800.00. 

Ever sinoerely. 

Profess or Oewald Veblen 
Fine llall 
Prinoet on. Hew J orsey 

Records of the Office of the Director / Faculty Files / Box 32 / Veblen, Oswald 1936-1937 
From the Shelby White and Leon Levy Archives Center, Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, NJ, USA



( 

THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY 

PRINCETON, NEW JERSEY 

Fine Hall, April 6, 1937 

Dear Doctor Flexner : 

I should like to have Mr. John W. Calkin 

of 20 ware street . Cambridge. Mass., appointed as 

my assistant for the year 1937- 38 . Mr. Calkin 

is taking his doctorate at Harvard this June, and 

has done his worle chiefly under the direction of 

Professor stone . 

As Mr. Callcin is narried I should like to 

suggest that his salary be $1800. 

Dr . Abraham Flexner 
P. O. Box 631 
Princeton, N. J . 
OV: GB 

Yours sincerely. 

O~YA 
Oswald Veblen 
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Attached to blue print 
April 3. 1937 
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April ;;, 1931 

Dear Professor Veblen: 

I really owe you an apoloQ. . I went to *own 'fhursC!a7 afternoon and 

did not return until last night. Hence t.he l1elll1' in sendin~ you the blue print., 

"hlch I Ill"..y have to ask you 1.0 return to me as Mr. Black sent me on17 a tew, but. 

I don',; like polUng Totes by 1!II\1l or ~ other irregular procedure, but in 

this instanoe putting on all the .team I can progress 1s slow - 80 slo" that 1t. 1. 

DC''' nt.cs t. certain that the lien will be disappointed in their hopes ot getting into 
han to 

t Lelr houses b;,: October 1. The:- m:r/'t!JSke s05e temporal'7 and , I tear, InconTemmt. 

arrangements tor sflveral months longer. I really hate to bothsr :you abou.t a.n:r 

ot these minut.e real estate details. TheT aren't worth your time and, att.ention. 

T" ing3 that are worthy ot your oerellfo.t1ons are the Sohool ot Ira thematlos in 

general , your oen work in parUaI1l.ar, and the Institute 1n its educational aspeots. 

In the long run, notl.11l6 else rsally _thrs. 

I am r p. turn1ng Haldane's leHer. '!'here 18, I think, noth1ng w. can 

do except to await a possible tar~er commanlcation troll him. If' and when 1t 

a rriTes, we shall of courRe 11TII up to sur ellgBt!;emenh. 

Thank you tor getting l41ss Blake to send a no te recardlng the eam1nar 

which you ars ~v1ng in the Uni",ers1tT ot Wssh1ncton durlJl1: the tirst term 'of the 

summer quarter. 
\YUh all «ood wishea, SlnoerelT yours , 

Prot ••• or O.wald Veblen 
AlIftAHAM F L E'X, u " 
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THE INSTITIITE FOR ADY ANCED STIlDY 

PRINCETON, NEW JERSEY 

Fine Ball, March 31, 1937 

Dear MrS . Bailey: 

Professor Veblen asks me to tell you that it 

is the Walker Ames Professorship of Mathematics under 

which he will conduct a seminar on the Theory of 

Spinors at the University of Washington in the first 

term of the summer quarter . 

Sincerely, 

~ .~ 
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"'"rch 31 , li3'7 

Dear Prof.ssor Teblenl 

You will r6ll1eab"r at the llleF Une of the Commlt.tee Oil Bu11dill&B BII4 

Grounds Rome diasatisfaction was axpresaed with aertain detal1. at Mr. ~adk'. 

roudl dra .. lng, and. I _a authorized to 888 Mr. Black sad pre.ent them for hi. 

consideration. I allked Ill'. Black sad Ill'. lfoodllrid«e to fle.t .e in Princ.ton 

Satllr'dal' afternoon, and we had. 8.11 hmU' or IIIOre toeether. 'The upshot 11&8 that 

Ill'. Bladk_ the fore. of drawln& the d ividing linea bein_ pm perUes 1n such wi •• 

that the nUlllbp. r of square f8 p. t would b e '6pproxi_tely the 8&IIIe sad \hat the 1101'. 

or le .. triane,ular shape of IOIM1 of the lota shoul4 'be .ad1flad • 

.uggeated \bat instead of two lot. frontln~ Mercer Street the prO) art7 st,ould be 

so divided \ha.t . the r e would 11" \brae at approx1aate17 equal area. 

T88te~ Mr. ]Slack lunohed with Mr. L.l4ee40rf and lie 1n New Talk 

(Mr. lIaa .. at tha lalJ~ IIIOlItIIlt being _lila to attend, 118TiD« that h" would &b14. 

by aIQ' d801810n which _ thr." reaohed). ~he out co •• wa. that thera wa. a 

decta1cn 11l favor of leavlJl4t the o1role approxi_ie17 whera U W8abUt raleninc 

the mlddl. of the thre. lob fronUng ""roer S'reet a. a fU1nIre an'ranc. it U · 

waa at 8Z1T till. d_ed 4e&1ra1l18 to -.ke 118. at U . '!'he I1xt7 feet eaa_t 

betw.e~ pl'opertT sad Mr . llazwell ' a 18 to lIa l'e\&1n84. Oa thi. propoe1t1on 

Mr. Le14.adorf and all'. lIaa .. end I TOtad 1n the aft1r.t1ve. 

rep0l't to you and Pre.ldeat ~delo'te . "111 you pl ... le' ." know y tllU' po.Uion' 

. ' , 
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Proteasor Veblen lIarcb 31, 1937 

It 1. lmpoaaible. I think. t~ con\lnPB tbe dlscusaloa ot tbe 

subject 10Ill:er, tor Kr. R1ener IIlIlIIt 8ail 111 thin two "lib. end the buildinc 

coat8 ara rislIll:. Ot thoae who are to purcha.e the propert7. all are 

$atiafled with the arrnngeroant which I I~ve d8.cribe~. 

Profeo80r Oswald Veblen 
Fine Ball 
Princeton. Wew Jersey 

P. S. 

Sincerel~ ~Our8 • 

... _SAH/U4 FLEXN~ 

" Since dic tnt1Ill: tl",o a.boTe letter t r.1 s morning 1 haTe cOBllWlioa ted wi th 
President A.ydelotte by telepnone, and h"'baB authorized me to cast his V01.9 1n 
thl! atfil'l!lll.ti ve • 
. " . I alii 80r~ that the t1me lett for acU on 10 so s ,on that it. is impossible 

to /Jet Mot h sr. lJI!otlng ot the co_it taa. I I'm goiIll: to comaron1ca \a wi th 
the u:emb ra of the Execu. ti ve COIlli'.l1\ tell by mail or t"l eptona to4a.Jr and get t hai r 
authorizations infornallT r egarding thfl exp enditure tor stree\ and 89wer. ~attor. 
of ~h1B kind are of such sUght general il!lportancR that nona ot us - ccrtainly 
nei ther I nor JI . .vd .. lotte nor ;rou - hag thfl til!le to take practically a d,1' otf 
to eo to New Yone for f'urther d.1acusoion regarding them. 

p.S. 12 
Thank you for le",Ung me llee Professor \'/heeler' 8 letter .. hich is verr 

gratifyIng. I r~ turn it In rcwi tho 

P.S.#3 
I have just shown the blue print - of which I will send TaU a cOPT _ 

to Mr. Sincerbeaux. He regards Black's scheme as "excellent" & "modern". 
The line between Johnnie's line & the central lot can be still further 
moved SO as to equalize the areas; ditto between the central lot & Weyl's. 

/ 

3 
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TIfE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY 

PRINCETON, NEW JERSEY 

Fine Hall, March 29, 1937 

Dear Dootor Flexner: 

Mr . Maass kindly had the letter to Bohr re­

copied in his offioe, minus the last sentenoe. I 

am sending you the copy which you correoted, for 

your record . 

I enolose also a polite note from Wheeler 

which you might like to glance at as bearing on the 

situation in theoretioal physios . 

Dr . Abraham Flexner 
P.O.Box 631 
Princeton, N. J . 
OV:GB 

Yours 

081lB.ld Veblen 
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THi .,-I"STITUTE FOR AOVANCEO( ..,rUOy 

SCHOOL OF MATHEMATICS 

FINE HALL 

PRINCETON, NEW JERSEY 

Dear Bohr: 

? 
"j; 1 ' 

MArch 25 , 1937 

We, that is to say our group of mathematioians and theoretical 

physicists, would like very DRlch to invite you to spend a term at our In­

stitute next year, and Dr . Flexner is favorable to this idea but is not 

yet sure whether the necessary funds will be available. I am therefore 

taking the liberty to write to you informally about the question to find 

out whether you would be ~ble to accept in oase the funds are available . 

I am sending this letter by air mail in the hope that it may reach you be-

fore you leave for Japan. If it does, I should appreciate a reply in 

which you would also give me your next address . 

The proposed invitation would be for one of our two terms, with a 

stipend of $6000 . The first term is from October 1 to Christmas, and the 

second term is from January 23 to May 1 . 

to us. 

Either term would be satisfactory 

We should of course be glad if you would give a few lectures or con­

duct a seminar, but the main desire wruld be that your colleagues, especially 

the younger ones, should have a chance to discuss scientific questions with 

you. 

We have some hope that you will consider this proposal seriously 

because we feel that you might welcome an opportunity to influence and to 

keep in touch with the development of physics on this side of the Atlantic . 

ieve t • Fle~er wo Id agree, ' that your engageme;nt with the 

l~lIW<ere~vita '>i>n more attractive, we should be glad to sug-

tad be annual ~e , ove a period five years . 

Professor Niels Bohr 
Care Department of Physics 
University of California 
Berkeley, California 
OV: GB 

Yours sincerely, 

Oswald Veblen 
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THE 1.,STITUTE FOR ADVANCED ::>t'UDY 

SCHOOL OF MATHEMATICS 

FINE HALL 

PRINCETO N , NEW JER SEY March 24, 1937 

Dear Doctor Flexner : 

I enclose herewith a copy of the letter to Haldane which I sent off 

last night af'ter making the verbal corrections which you suggested. I feel 

that I was very much at fault in not having written you a note to embody my 

understanding of the matter after our first discussion. My recollection 

agrees with yours that I explained that Haldane _8 interested in the appli-

cations of mathematics to biological phenomena. The exact field to which 

he proposed to make the applications is genetics . The project is an experi-

ment to determine whether mathematics (I don 't mean here our School of Mathe-

matics in particular) can profitably extend its activities into the field of 

genetios as it has already done into theoretical physics and chemistry. I 

thought that the support for this would appropriately come from general funds 

rather than from those already allocated to other purposes. In this I was 

\ doubtless influenced by my earlier 

research funds for the University. 

experience on the committee administering 

My understanding of the outcome cf our conversation this morning is 

that the Haldane stipend, if it materializes, should be put under some other 

heading than the $30,000 stipend fundJ but that on the other hand, salary for 

BerglllB.XUl, who is in fact acting as Einstein's assistant, should appear in the 

list of stipends chargeable to this fUnd. In order to make the present situ-
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Dr. Abraham Fle:mer - 2 Maroh 24, 1937 

ation quite olear, I am appending on another sheet a statement whioh shows the 

commitments against the $30,000. 

You will be interested to hear that there are three or four extremely 

strong and youn g candidates for the renaining $1200 in this fund. 

Dr. Abraham Flexner 
P.O.Box 631 
Prinoeton, N.J. 
OV:GB 

Yours sinoerely, 

O~j/A 
Oswald Veblen 

P.S. Perhaps I should explain that the stipend for Bergmann has 

not been acted on at a formal meeting of the mathematical professors, but 

sinoe I saw you I have consulted eaoh of them individually, and they author-

ize me to reoommend to you that the stipend should be granted. It is there-

fore now in order for you to notify Bergmann of the stipend in oase you approve 

it. (;1/. 
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March 33, 11137 

Dear Proteasor 'eblan; 

/ 
I have ;youra of the ~"eatY-8econd this morniue;. 

course be at fault, but I cannot recall that,when we spoke of the Haldane matter, 

any moot ion was made aa to where the tunda were to COIle frOll, and I Iller ely alBUlled 

that h"·,,as being inYited here without 1nor8881n8: the caneral budget of the School 

of Iiathemat1c8, whioh I haY8 tel t for so.e t,1." tra8 aa large as we Can a!ford with 

our present resourc8s and with the present condl'10n ot the budge's of the other 

Gchools . 

I enclose your letter with two minor al terations. I see no obJect.ion 

to your writing Rald..~e in practically the teJ'1118 you BUg>'8at, provIded it 11 

underRtood that. th8 a.wro):)rtatlon will cOile froll the renninder of t.he stipend 

allowance. In future 1t m1dht be b e"t it a!ter apeakiag of matters of tbts kind l you sent lIIe a note eRlbo~tll8 ;your uncieratnnd1118. for in this way we should ayoid 

the sort of m1sunderetandlnc that appears to have &rhen in th1s tnatlUlce. 

Mrs. Ba1l87 &Bye me her outl Ine of her oonyersations with ;you OYer the 

telephone on Saturda,y mornlnc. It she understood you correctl,., your objection 

to us1ne; the stipend 110M,. for HaldanA _a ~t. h18 fteld waa biolog. NT recol-

l eotion 111 that. whan you spoke to me, you u »laIn.d that Haldane was interested in 

1_ascertain1l\& whether math8llllUc:al prollesaea 

~ phenomf3na. Had you satd blo1oa 1n eimple 

oould not. be applied to bl010g1oal 

terms. I should, I thInk, have replied, 

as I have ott811 raplled to el.tlar requeats 1a other f18lda. that unfort1mately our 

wol1c 18 11l1i ted by our tunds to 'he three aohooll now ill operat ion, and "hh would 

auto_tically haTe excluded an 8Pl'ro ,r1atioB tOt" a worker in bl010gy. Not a dq 

p&aaes that I do not get attrnotiYe appl1oatlOila fro. tborougbl,. cOllpetent persona 

who wiah to work in other tieUs, snd I invariably decline th .. on the ground • 
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Protessor Teblen March 23. l.i37 

that we IIIIllIt hew to the lines .et by the three IOhoo18 which w. are now 

tryill8 to develop. 

Proteseor Oswald Teblen 
l'1ne Hall 
Prlncetcn, New Jer8~ 

Al:ESB 

'~ry s1noer~ly yours, 
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THE h,(STITUTE FOR ADVANCED(;:,rUDY 

SCHOOL OF MATHEMATICS 

FINE HALL 

PRINCETON, NEW JERSEY 

March 22, 1937 

Dear Doctor Flexner: 

My recollection is that I made the suggestion that 

Haldane should not be on the mathematioal budget when I first 

raised the question with you. When you authorized me to go 

ahead and negotiate with the University, I thought that it was 

on this basis. In point of faot it is not very likely that 

Haldane will feel himself in a position this spring to agree 

to come, so that the whole question is likely to remain an 

aoademic one. If you approve, I will send him the letter of 

which I enclose a oopy. in the hope that we may hear something 

definite on the subjeot before the Institute year oloses. 

Dr. Abrahsm Flexner 
P.O. Box 631 
Prinoeton, N.J. 
OV,GB 

Yours sinoere1y. ~~ 

O,~ 
Os1i9.ld Veblen 
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" March 18, 19ST 

Dear ProfesBor Veblen. 

The dentiat gave me a r eapite yeBterd~ morning until Saturday, so 

I . onmo to Prinoeton yesterdq afternoon to remain until late tamorrOfl afternooll 

':< in order to oatoh up w1 th 1lIIY _11. I do not know haw long he will v-oant me next 

week. I am suffering no diaoamfort, but there 1. a lot of repair work to be done 

and he 18 not oerta1l:a how- long it 'Il111 take. 

I find on 1lIIY de.k a l.tter from von lie_lID .uggesting stipends to 

Carlson, Feenberg, KetohllPl aDd RiohaJodaon, to _em of wh_ I .hall send the 

usual offioial notloe, a . 'YOn Nelllll&lIIl. s uggests. 

There 18 alao a lett81' from you asking 1118 to wrIte Professor Hla_.,. ' 

infonlllng him that a stipend of 1000 baa been appropriated for him for the 

first term of' D8zt year. This I .hall alao attend to. 

I shall write Dr. Hldale;y with reterenoe to the rlJDOr that a new 

oollege i5 to be started in Queena and let you .oe hi. an.wer when I reoeive it. 

'.'hile I 1'Ja. in lIe .. York I worked over the budget for next year. w. 

can oount, barring Ilbaolute4r unforeseen oontingenci •• , on lUi iooOlll8 of approz1-

mateq $300,000, IUId perhape a little more. Th. budget of the Semool of 

*~tio., omitting entirelY Dina aDd Bohr, i, $1"3,020, Jil!at is, we \1J'8 
, practIcally ~ " ',' _ 

.,e1ll11nc on mathaatlOl/one-halt of tIw tetal inca. of tIw liIi'i~.. I •• 111ft 
; , 
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". Maroh 18. 19l5T 

Dear Proteaaor VeblelU 

The dent1et gaTe _ a r espite ;yesterdq' morning until Saturday, so 

I . OQJllO to Prinoeton 78aterda¥ afternoon to remain until lats tomorrorl afternoo. 

-~. in order to oatoh up wI th ~ _11. I do not kDDW how lout; I1e will v.'8.nt 1118 next 

week. I BIll suttering DO d1eoClDlfort. but there Is a lot ot repair work to be done 

and he 18 not oerta1ll how loag it will take. 

I f"in4 on m.r desk a letter f'r_ TOn NewaJlll suggesting 8tipends to 

Carle on, FeeJlberg, Ketch .. IlIId RlohaJ'daOll, to _oh ot wile I shall send the 

usual offioial notloe. as ~1l Ne_1Dl. 8uggeete. 

There 18 0.180 a letter tr_ you uk1ut; _ to write Protessor Hla_tr ' 

Intonai1lg h1lll thllt a stipend ot 1000 hu been appropriated for him for the 

firet term of' uezt ;year. l'h1s I .hall alao attend to. 

I 8hall write Dr. Hldaley with reterenoe to the rlBOr that a new 

ool1ege 18 to be started in Queua and let ;you eae hi. alWYMr when I reoebe it. 

' Ih il. I _. in New York I worked oYer the budget for next year. W. 

can oount. barring abeo11lteq Illlforeseen oontinge1lOi •• , on au: iooOlllllt of appJ'Olrl-

mateq (.;300,000, am perhapa a Uttle IIIOre. Th. budget ot ths Sohool ot 

*"--tio., ClIIIitt1ut; ent1re17 Dirao and BohI'. 18 C14'3,020, .~t is, _ I;U'8 
. pract:!:cally . __ . _ ~ ~ __ . 

ap8ll41ng onma,",-Uoe/one-balt ot the tetal. lno_ ot the &ii'I~.. I •• 111ft 
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• 

hetM .... Veblen Uarch 16, 19Z7 • 

object to thb disproportlon - qulte the Goatn1.J7 - becaWlG _th_tic8 is the 

8pelU'head with which _ Iw.va _de our 'W:¥, but I am s ure it will be obvious to 

you tha t UJl.tll our endowment has been sub8-.ntialq increased eo that 8C1111f)thl111 

) 

can be done to d8't'8lop 

cannot be increased. 

the other two school8, the w.ount Bet aslde for _themutlce 

Thle bean on the imltatlon to Haldane. I have e. cOp'J of your 

letter to CClllpton unde r date of Nov9lllber ZO, 19116, in mich you Bug- e,t to CClllpton 

't Professor HAldane 8hould be 1l1Vited for two tenaa at a lIalal')" of ~21!OO a • 
~ .. 

term, PrinoetOll Gn1vera1t;y and the Institute .ach to Jl&T half of the aalar,y". In 

your lette r of Lmroh 17 you prOp080 a OQJIill1tment on the part of the Institute of 

$2fiOO, -lnd also that it 3Mll be o16arged agalnst the general budget, ths latter 

being a polnt mloh, &lI :f'a.p as I oan rente."ber . _8 not preTl.ously ·raised. It 

would Geem to me t hat the 8U!1l in question should either be charc;ed to the 

~ 4l W,OOO set aside for ctlponds. or, it" this 8l11ount haa been allocated, should 

0_· out of the emount T.'hich ~lliiS be en prariB10nalq rtlser-ved for Dirac. I ~ 8.., 
that I am emaavorlng to get 1'r0lU another 80url)e lIlOD8Y for both Dirao and Bohr, 

and I shall l e t you kDOW as 800n lUI I know the rtlsult of Tl'f3 efrorts. 

~ith these oonulderatlona in mind, I should w1sh the mathematioiana 

to arrange the Haldane matter in the '_y that 8._ to them beet, but there ought 

te be an underatandlns that for the pruDent and untl1 our inoame hae 8ublltantiall1' 

iD4reaoed the r ogulsr _th_tical budget cannot be incr eased beyond the eun 

above mentioned, namely (' 14~ ceO.OO. 

Prof.8l1or Oswald Veblen 
n .. lfI,l1 
~n, H_ Jere&)' 
AlfJ1t1& -

Ever 8lhcerely, 

,.~ftAt1MA fl LEXN~ 

P.S. I aeeu.. tram your DOte that it 1e not neo.eaary for me to writ. Profe •• or 
tfuCOY'o Let me know it you wllh _ to do eo. 
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( 
THE " STITUTE FOR ADVANCED ~l'UDY 

SCHOOL OF MATHEMATICS 

FINE HALL 

PRINCETON, NEW JERSEY 

Maroh 1'1, 193'1 

Dear Dootor Flexner: 

"'You will reoall that we have otten disoussed the fact that 

there are a great many mathematioal teaohers in the oolleges of the 

New York metropolitan area, and very few mathematicians. It is now 

being rumored that a new oollege is to be started in Queens. WOuld 

it be possible to get in touch with sane of the people in authority 

who might be accessible to good advice in the choioe of a head for the 

Mathematics Department in this college? 

If a suff iciently intelligent person were ohosen for this 

post he could very rapidly build up a strong department by merely giv­

ing opportunities to the excellent young men who are ooming on the mar­

ket at the present time~ 

I have no doubt that if physics, Greek or any other subject 

were substituted for mathematics, the above remark would still apply. 

Please do not bother to reply to this letter unless by some 

chance something should oocur to you which I might do about this ques-

tion. 

Dr . Abraham Flexner 
P . O. Box 631 
Prinoeton, N.J. 
OV:GB 

Yours sincerely, 

{j ~~ 
Oswald Veblen 
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Janua'i7 6, 1931 

Dear Prof.llorV,blenl 

Sino, ,.. parted th1a morning I have had intem ... with both 

Rietler aDd Meritt on the lubjeot ot build1n&l aDd ~roUDde, and a telephone 

talk with J.lr. SinoerbealD. who told _ that with hie other work he 11mply could 

not do in the neAt few daya w,at you reque.ted him to do thil morni~. 

I fiDd my.elf drawn into a vortex "hiah I have been preaching againllt 

all my lite, _ly. that uniTe1'!litie. devote an inordi_te amount ot time to 

juet aueh operation.. It 18 perfeotly plain to me that Rietler aDd Meritt are 

tired ot it, aDd I am .ure that it I did al much SpeOlllating and _~ in 

conneo\1on with the problem a8 they bave done I shollld giTe up building and 

.imply rent additional .pace at 20 N ...... u Street. 

I am quite olear that at thie _ant we haTe neither the time nor 

the money to bother abollt the Olden llanor and the Olden FIlm, for there 11 

actually a que.tion as to whether, with talling interest rates. we 1f111 ban 

money next year tor Dirac or a Greek soholar whan !.Ieritt would like to bring 

over for his Agora work. Suoh being the o .... e. the Olden FIlm. the Olden Uanor 

and laDdacaping are Ollt ot the queat1on. If we embark upon them 'fie 11:1.11 fiDd 

01l1"sel"s on the .ame aort of inolin. plane that hal laDded the John. HopJdne • 
University in the mire. 
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Profenor Veblen 

o 

I told lIr. Slueerbeam: to l1lll1t his report to the Battle Road and 

lle-rcer Street lota, and be allured _ that he could tue care of thls in suoh 

a _y. that if ever 1':e wished to do a~thing with the Olden Farm he lIIOuld not 

have prejudioed that pieoo of property i'ram any point of view. 

It 11 1I1¥ conviction that we will never have any academio building. 

on the farm, aild I have such grave doubts as to the use of the Manor for social 

purposes that if I had to vote on the matter now I should vote in the negative. 

FortUJllite~, it doe. not have to be deoided now and I can take t1lll.e to think. 

The problema "ioh ... need to settle at thi. t1JIIe are (1) housing 

for the faoulty and (2) clodng up of the golf cours. transaction. Let'. 

concentrate upon these and get than finished so that Riefler and his &lsooiates 

may at once be enabled to get haDe, for thelilaelve. and quit thinking snd speculat-­

lng on the 8ubject, for it real~ does not interest them. The golf oOlD'Se IIII1tter 

• 'lf1Iq drag alollg a little louger, but it will be settled in the _y we dedre. 

I teel lID 1nal1nation 1Iba.taoever to take up th6 question ot a 

building, for I am not olear enough in 1I1¥ own mind e.8 to mat we _nt. I would 

far rather rent additional floor space in 20 Nll8se.u s treet and get 0\11' mind •• 0 

full of the purposes for which .. exist that ... will all beoome relatively 

indifferent tQ build'ngs and grcnmda. !.Ir. Gilman had a great univera1ty in two 

old boarding houses, and the present Johna HopJdns. ",1.th a beautiful _pus, 1a 

on the roolal. I am all tor the boarding hOllees and opposed to the rocka, &I I 

know you Il.J'8 at heart. It ie, I think, quite clear tlu.t these thing. bulk mllOh 

len lar)je~ in your III1nd than they do .in JI1De or Rietler'. or Meritt's, for .. 

are slirangera to th •• but I fear th-. as I tear the pla~e, tor thes. YOIIIIg mell 

bursting with ideaa and allv. to opportunitlea, who find thema.lvea distracted 

by thillf'. , in which .8)' are DDt interes ted, thovgh 

'-

.0 tar aa the houll1C 111 

Records of the Office of the Director / Faculty Files / Box 32 / Veblen, Oswald 1936-1937 
From the Shelby White and Leon Levy Archives Center, Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, NJ, USA



oonoernecl 

JUJ1a71 6, lesT 

, 
7 

,,_'- A mll1."11111 __ ot their time to a.ttl. 
t)aa;y have got to -- - ----

- 1-

thair p.l'ob~ In a bri.f peri04 OlIO. and tor all, aa you •• ttlecl ;youra -.u;y 

;year. ago. 

Tilth all good wilh.a, 

pror •• aor Owwald V.blen 
Fine Hall 
Prinoeton, Haw J .... .,y 

A1~ 

EveI' l1noal"ly, 

~.~AHAM P'LEXNEN 

P. S. I am lending oopl .. ot thls lettel' to Rlefler ani Uerltt. 

A. F. 

P. S. {!~. Slnoe I dictated the above, Marltt and I have driven the whole 
lencth ot Battl. Road. I am more than aver pusaled .. to why there ahou14 be 
aDf d1tf1CNlt;y a t all. Battle Road 1. not 8. hig~ 01' tratf1o~. It 11 a 
relidenoa atreet and a side Itreet . I t correspond. to the horizontal line in 
the letter "R". There il a h1g~ at oue end. aDd there 18 nothing thet we 
can do, it leema to me, with the blo~ on sloh yoUI' house and OUl' lota 11.1" 

eltuated beyoDd acoIPting the present layout. 

AI tar .. landaoap1ng 11 ooncerned, it ae_ to me out of the 
que.tlon to think of 1t 1n oonneotion with Battle Road, aa now laid out, ' aDd 
there 11 no oooal1on tor enn raia1llg the queltion at th18 time in oolDl8otlon 
with the Old.n Farm. the future of whioh 11 ab.olllteq d&rk.. There will, at 
courl., be a .treet a. wid. as we choo.e to make it tram Meroer Street to the 
Olden Farm, pall t t he end of Battle Road. lITo \I11III\1&1 width 18 required and 
henoe we need not .aorlfioe all the apaoe "., cnm on the i'Ilr blook of Battle Road. 

It 11 JIIIf opinion t hat we should reo_nil the oompletion at Battl. 
Road a. now laid out, .1ea.t1lJ £01' tbe future all other quelt10na. On the llDeI 
I propose we oan get a deoia1on at the nest Board lIeeting, on aDf other bal1l 
a tiDal deoia1on will be poetpollld "till thl con oem. home". 

- aver -
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I Ouae 1I01'1J I "0111" to the 1IIlf0re ... n eXplllI8e the _n\ we get 
into the real e.tata budllellll. e ha_ .pent 011 69 AloxaDder Str .. t 
tJuoee tt-8 the _t ~ expeoted. If .... e .ta~ on Battle Road aDd 
the Olden Farm. tho only _y to meet the expense - fore.een and un1'orelleen -
ill to out the _th_t1ca budget lIer1011817. f or t hat sohool is tho on17 one 
whioh Spendll so l a rge a SID. 1Ihat a redllOtlon of a~ sbe Clan pose1b17 be _de. 

A. F. 
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THE INSTITIJTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY 

PRINCETON, NEW JERSEY 

Fine Hall , December 4, 1936 

Dear Doctor Flexner : 

Here is the little screed which I prom-

ised to send you . It, of course, contains nothing 

which you have not thought of long ago, but I hand 

it on for the little that it is worth. 

Dr. Abraham Fle=er 
P. O. Box 631 
Princeton, N.J. 
OV:GB 

Sincerely yours, 

Oswald Veblen 
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Deoember 4, 1936 

/ The program of the Institute is to give its pe=ent members an 

opportunity to pursue soholarship unhempered by any of the handioaps whioh 

such an organization oan reasonably be expeoted to eliminate. It is also 

its policy to give a similar opportunity for limited periods (usually a 

single acadElllio year) to temporary members. Some of these are men or women 

who have recently attained the Ph.D. and who need not only the freedom of 

opportunity implied by their residence at the Institute but also inspiration 

and help from the professors. Some are mature soholars whose primary need 

is temporary release from routine aoademio Obligations. In the second olass 

of oases it is often possible to induoe the university to whioh the scholar 

is attaohed to give him leave of absenoe and pay half his salary. Men of 

this sort derive a great deal of stimulus and help from their association 

with the younger group as well as from the Institute professors. The latter 

derive a great deal of stimulus in their work from both groups of temporary 

lDfIIlbers. Indeed, many if not all of our professors will testify that they 

reoeive more from the visitors than they give. 

The signifioanoe of this establishment, consisting of a permanent 

group of scholars year by year in oontact with a steady stream of oolleagues 

f'''om all parts of the world, is already well understood throughout the aoademio 

world. It is inoreasingly thought of as something whioh oould not be dimin­

ished without serious loss to this 1'1Orld . 

It would be hard to exaggerate the importance of the stream 

flowing through it to the Institute itself. If this stream should dry 

up, there would be danger that the "aoademio heaven" would 
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approaoh the state of Nirvsn~ 

The funds which the Institute devotes to the stipends for temporary 

members are matohsd and probably exoeeded in amount by the oontributions from 

outside souroes. Every uni versi ty whioh grants a member of its faoulty leave 

of absence to come to the Institute is making a oontribution to scholarship 

of a definite pecuniary value. This is by no means always a routine matter. 

A recent letter from a professor at the University of Wisoonsin begins. 

''President Frank has given me permission to aooept your offer of a 
year at the Institute, whioh I am very glad to do. He says he 'WOn't 
knOll' emctly where the money will oome from until the budget is adopted, 
perhaps not until next summer, but that he will get it somewhere. n 

\ The various universities and foundations (e.g. Trinity College, Cambridge, 

and the Rookefeller Foundation) whioh send young men here on felloll'Ships are 

all making finanoial oontributions to the same oause. 

The founders and trustees of the Institute therefore have a right 

to feel that their generous support of seholarship is reoeiving reeognition 

not merely in the form of words of praise and gratitude. rut also in the more 

ooncrete form of pecuniary support and ready oooperation. 

2 
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December '. 1936 
/ 

Dear Professor VebleDl 

I have been soratohing 1IW" head before replying to your note of the 

30th. The difference between "rights" and "privileges«, under the oiro'-Stanoe8 

existing here, 8ljemB to ute almost metaphysical, and I should be very sorry 

indeed i f t he tilile ever came when it had to be l"&.b9d "nn settled in oontraot 

or other definite f orm. Why e&DDOt we go on as we have begun, on the basis 

of jo1ntly affording each other courtesies, opport~ties , arid good will? No 

legal ' agreement can furnish a f inuer i:usis for eo8peration. Take, for _pIe, 

the relationship between the Johna Hopldna Hospital al!d the Johns Hopkins 

I!edioal Sohool. The Hospital 1s absolutely oontrol1ed by the Wee'ical School 

on mat basiB? Good wUland mutUill interest. 'i'ooy \oav e different Boards of 

• 
Trustees, dH'fereDt flDis, OY&rlapping.. expeooitures, and ye t t here is not a 

8i~~le line' in print or in writing defining a~hing. nevertheles s, there is 

. no equally sound ooaperatlve relu l;1orwhip bet-.leon any othe l' hospital 11m all;Y 

othe r medioal sohool, dospite the taot t ha t in all or most other inotanoes 

le~l oontracts de ilnillG ' ro.lationahipe exist.· 

If the q ... ation --mioh you raloo is takOD up In referenoe to Flne Ball, 

It w111 ill!evitabq spread to" the Library and to 14oCormiok Hall, am lII1&Jlt ns.lq 

influenoe both illStitutions in their entirety. with the result that the lJIIItitute 
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Professor Veblen December 4, 1956 - 2 -

\ 

with its II1II&11 end_ent .auld man out, start; an 1Dde,peDdent career aonlewher8 

\ 

else, and spend a lar,. part ot it. substance on bll1ldll1t;s.· upkeep. etc •• 

rather than on pl"ofeaeorial salariell. l'rillOeton las cellliroueq recognized the 

contribution which the Institute makes to our joint interests. I ~ not uware 

of alllY serioue point at wMch we have been hampered. Quite the contrary, I e.m 

incl1Ded to think, as I have alrea~ told you. that we bave hampered Princeton 

by overcrowd1Dg Fine Hall • . 1Iy "nole inst1nct, theretore. · iu to ''let sleepinc 

dogs lieU and netto mention "righte" and .nprlv118(:01I" or BDythlng elso, rut 

'luietq .go about our businells ef developiut: 8Cience o.nd trainiug a small hand-

picked croup annualq. 

,11th very creat reluctance I spoke to Prote'sor Smyth on the subject 

cf pt\rting. · ~ reluctance was due to the tact that pElrldng seems to me a 

superfluous detail. Nt a 8 aut<lll1obiles themsel_. do. I should not consldilr 

it in the leust u hardship if th08e ,connected with the IDBtltute should all haw 

to po.rk on {ushiDgton Rood~ They would then have about threo minutes walk to 

the entrance of Palmor. through "n1ch thsy oould reach Fins Hall. I have a , 

longer wnlk four times a day, and take it by ulling rubbers aDd umbrella, a s a 

-
rule, even in bad weather. In T!1;f stude nt citlya I could not as much as arford 

a street cur, though I had .over a mile tc walk, a nd I cannot see t hut I s ' ~ fered 

ae a result. llrB. Dailey, in goed weather aDd bad, bas to get her breakfast 

outside aDd come to the office, and !.!iss Eiohelaer ball a ttJenty-mi~ute -walk to 

her breakfas t end to of fice, and they are both in bale. good health. The same 

18 true of sccres of pBraona associated in diff erent capaoities with the 

University. 

Pro1'eaaor Gm;ith was genal'OWl and oollperative. 

I , 

Be said at onoe that 
I 

every pel"DBl1ent DlIIIIber of the IlIBtitute croup in Fiue Ha ' 'IIOu14i have space for 
\ ,. 

i 
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Prot.ssor Veblen Deo .... r ft, 1936 

IN'--, t"-~-'-" -...\o.v ~ ~, " , , , ''''~ f- '-
hi. oar and, in addition, persons who O~ on the basis ot v1a1ting profe •• or.hi,. • 

• I don t eee how we oan possibly ask more or expeot more. a. said that there 

\ ' still I'GmIllned a B!IIIlll _rgin, but I told him t.ltat he should do what he pleased 

with 1t, tor 1t would be a source ot embar ras31llent to us 1f we had add1tioDaI 

spuoe for a fev oarB aDd then had to decide whother we should exteDd the 

prl~llege to Pro fessor A and Doc t or D a Dd Msistant C aDd then stop "'.len we 

reached Doctor D. 

The Whole thing looks to me extremely trifling a nd may contain the 

germ of an explanation of a phencmauon t ha t L mve never lIJIderstood, _]Y, wirT 

lIIlivers1ty preeidonta are lIometi!oos dic tatorial o~or trif'lQs. Perhaps it 111 

beoause t hese pin prien oontain o lements of danger and i.t i o best, in t he long 

run, f or somebody to say "yes" or "no" without making the question at issue a 

!!IIl t ter of ' discuss ion between different departments. 

I urite this in ~ 11 HndDOOS. I do not believe tha t I lllifSolt should 

ha~e the slightest .~if'ficulty in lhing on the he.:ppiellt posdble tel"lllll with allY 

porson who ie rum in Fine Hall, though I know perfectl;y vrell t in t t he persona 

t here are tomperanentally differ ent. 1 s hould s imply 3ubordinate lllifSelf to thaa, 

in view ot t he 'taot that !;he use ot Fine r.all hus ghon us the uee ot the library, 

the librarian, janitor servioe, telephone s ervi ce. " rut lwturious quarters. and 

what 111 more important than all these put together. the easy opportunit)' for 

oonference, oo&peration and oontaot with other men i ntoreoted in mathematios 

aDd mathematical p~sios. We u ust make a "ohoioe - t9 oontinue our oo6peration 

'with Prince ton, ignoring everyth1ne t ha t i. not of pM.mS importanoe. or to .ot; 

\ up s hop alone. In the tormer OaBe we can hope to d0T810p a .:reat inetitu\ion, 

\I,in the latter e~ent TIe shall have' a s l'lIl ll one. and the tirst. subject to lIutrel' 

would be mathematios, 

."RAHAI'" FLEXNER 

, . 
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Docember 4. 1936 

eur Professor Veblen: 

Thauk you for the \"'0 letters in 

rei'erenee to Professor Bohr. I "Ill Ii.lightod that 

this has \;leen st1tisfo.etorily arra.llgod . 

Ever s incerely. 

Professor {ls .. ~dd Veblen 
Fine l!all 
Princeton. l!E>W J e rsey 

A8HAHAM FLEXNER 

.1 
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COpy FOR T,iE INFORlhATION OF DR. FLEXllER 

December 1, 1936 

Dear Professor Bohr: 

1:e are sorry that you will not be able to stay more than a week in 

Prir.cet on . rut we are of course delighted to have you ~lere at all. 

In order to be quite definite. I repeat that the understanding nOlF 

is t hat you v.1.ll spend the _ek of February 7-14 in Princeton, and will re-

oeive an honorarium of 0250. The subjeots announoed for your leotures vdll 

be two lectures on"The General problem of measurement. in atonic tbeo~ and 

one on your"leoent work on transmutations of atomio nuclei~ Of course U 

you ahould deoide to change the subjeots of the leoture. for any reason thi • 

would be quite aooeptable. 

~1ioh you have proposed. 

Professor llieh Bohr' 
universi tetets Instltut for 

Teoretisk Fysik. 

8i;~_~=jI.6~1t 
OVIGB 

.But everyone would be interested j.n the subjeots 

You rs sincerely. 

081mld Veblen 
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I 
THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY 

SCHOOL OF MATHEMATICS 

FINE HALL 

PRINCBTON, NEW JBRSEY 

November 30, 1936 

Dear Doctor Flexner: 

I wonder whether this is an opportune time for reminding you of the 

question of our status in Fine Hall. I should like to have it established on 

the basis of rights rather than of privileges. To take one eX8lllple among sey-

eral: 
~ 

At present IJlhave to appeal to Professors Harry Smyth and/or Tracy 

Thomas in order to secure the parking privilege for a member of the Institute. 
- ' 

In my opinion a certain number of parking permits should be available for mem-

bers of the Institute without further discussion. This is, of course, rather 

a minor question, but it illustrates the general prinoiple. A number of weeks 

have elapsed since any special case has been discussed by me with these gentle-

men and it should now be possible by looking over a list of the permits issued 

for the Palmer-Fine area to see how the present arrangement works out in prac-

tice. 

Dr. Abraham Fle:xner 
P.O. Box 631 
Princeton, N.J. 
OV:GB 

Yours 

OB1l8.ld Veblen 
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( 
THE .I'!~STITUTE FOR ADVANCED :sTUDY 

SCHOOL OF MATHEMATICS 

FINE HALL 

PRINCETON, NEW JERSEY 

November 25. 1936 

Dear Docto~ F1ezner. 

Thanks for the oopy of your letter to 

KacDuffee which I have just received. It occurs 

to me that you might be interested in the follow-

ing extraot fram a letter whioh :Io!aoDuffee wrote me: 

/ "President Frank has given me permission 
to accept your offer of a year at the Insti­
tuile, whioh I am very glad to do. He says he 
won't know exaot1y where the money will cCllle 
from until tha budget is adopted, perhaps not 
until next summer, but that he will get it 
sOD1BWhere :/ 

I did not think of sending it to you before, but it 

now occurs to me that this is a good e:xamp1e of the 

spirit of cooperation that 118 are enoountering in 

oonnection with these grants. 

Sincerely yours, 

Dr. Abraham F1exner 
P .O. Box 631 
Princeton, N.J. 
OV:GB 

~~~~ 
Oswald Veblen ~ " 
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THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY 

SCHOOL OF MATHEMATICS 

FINE HALL 

PRINCETON, NEW JERSEY 

November 21, 1936 

Dear Doctor Flexner: 

The arrangements are now complete for issuing a formal in-

vitation (on the recommendation of the mathematical group) to Profes-

sor Cyrus C. MacDuffee of the University of Wisconsin to be a tempor-

ary member of the Institute during the year 1937-8. The exact amount 

of the stipend depends upon the considerations set forth in the follow-

ing paragraph of a letter from Professor MaoDuffee: 

y salary is .something that requires more than mathematics 
to figure out. The nominal salary is $5,000, but we have a 1V8.iver 
system which brings it down to $4,140. for this year. The figure 
for next year will be Iromawhere between those bounds , no one knows 
where. n 

I would suggest that the letter to Mac Duffee state that the amount of 

the stipend will be equal to the part of his salary paid by the Uni-

versity of Wisconsin but not more than $2,500. 

Dr. Abraham Flexner 
20 Nassau Street 
Prinoeton, N.J. 
OV:GB 

Yours sincerely, 

Oswald Veblen 
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COpy 

No~ber 1~ 1936 

Dear Professor Veblen. 

I thank you for the kind letter from you and Professor 

Billenhart and look forward very lII10h to oome to Princeton acoording 

to your kind invitation. I am sorry. howver. that it will hardly be 

possible fOT me to stay in Princeton for more than a wek, 8S on ao· 

count of my dutiel here I shall. not ba able to leave Copenhagen ac 

early as I hoped when w last SlIIIlDIer in Tisvilde talked about my vi­

a1 t to A:aerica. I might propose to be in Prinoeton in the wek tram 

th th . 
February 7 til 14 • and during that time to gin three leotures, 

two on the general problem of Dlasurmaants in atomic theory and one 

on m:r reoent work on tran&llD.ltationa of atomio nuolei. Abo"" all. of 

oourse. I greet the opportunity of disC1lsa1on, with you and your 001-

laborators at the Institute tor Advan08d Study and to learn about the 

progress of e:.periJDental. in"fttatigatlona in the labora.tories of the 

Princeton University. 

(Signed) nELS BOHR 
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!lon.lIer 1~, 1836 

mean. "'. c1enr a. I \bo'agh', tor, it AZlJlIodJ' .... tlT8I' ao.pletely 'like la. I ... 

taken la b7 701L te1lcnra la,t alp', and it 1e Il<~t the lea.t .. 'letTing teakN 

ot the whole budn ... _t :r had b_ lbo. SQa4a;r aOJlCl"&tu.1aUJIg lQ'lelt Upon ., 

- , superior cleTern.... Wei1, U ia n •• r too late to· 1ea.n., and I "no1l' OD..- aor. 
, 

han bee ta1l8ht that it h well tor a MIl 1\0' \0 Walt \00 highl7 ot hil 0..,. .wU .. 

. bid. trca thi. I __ Y'J'7 deepl7 taacl.ed b7 the .pirU· which "... .. 

shown b7 the liMber. ot the .,arlON CJ'G1IPs last alPt. 

extrelllel7 01".7 in expr ••• lng aad ahowina bow deep17 :r was touched. and I ehal1 , 
that ' , 

ll!!gra~etul. to 70U 1t. a. OOoaa101l oLt.r., 70U tell )"0_ a.loolate. f'hA' th., dl4 
~ : ... '+ ... 

,and the.., thq did it pl.led .. tlU' lIeyond ~tillng \bat :r oClllld Iq or 40 Nl 

- , 
1'0 han with lQ' .'Ioolatel the lntoMal r~ 

, . ~ 

U. on.hlp which 08lle out la \hat ino1dllJlt ginl .. createI' eathtaotioll ,han au:rthllll 
, -

!hat hal haPPllJled sino. I _ to Prlncetoa to Joln 70U aDd th_ in thh D __ , __ 

. priae. It abow. that .. han v_ted a epirU at Bn"rn1.r1. whioh atttot. 1M' 
\ - - . 
on17 the protel.orl lnlt Uclud .... , aDd lQ' 0 •• FIC"" 11 \hat the __ lib ,.. 

wit. aad AIm. aDd ~therl, .0 .hAYe 4on. 'thelr par\ la the _ 'P11'1 '. oOQl!'" 

'al III hay. '.en pl'''.'. 
AU thla, .1 7011. •• a ah&Do" ,.,.a: 0 ...... oleai' U 7CIV. ud .,.". 
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f Rdt •• aor Teblen a 
. 

....... ootat •• lauch 0.,.1' the lna14_t at 'ea .Uhl. til. lI.n , .. _I. but n h 

IIOt lD1tlU1\IC Qla\ I 1ho1l14 ad4 ~\h1JIc \bat b _, to., 701l il. .... 

% eho:a14 _. "'FT 411\re .. 14 1t I ~\ \bat 701l Q0Ill4 110 .. 11117 

1I18lU1der.tand the hUll' whloh I •• , 701l beGau. lalt II1gh'" 111014_, ft. IUOh 
. -

1II0re cha1'aoterhtlc \hall &DTthlUC elll' \hat hal happened. Jlo _Uer wh.\ber 10'4 

and I ~tter 011 a _tter ot d.\al1, % do nOt. tor a ~ID' 10 •• liChtot the faa' 

~t~ are the .u:er af \bo 8ohool 01 lath_Un l1li4 ."bout Ulat IOMO!, laala-

loned. al rou hA ... o lallioll'" U, the oiMr lauoh woul4 1 .. III ideal ~if'" 
'--~ 

"hich they aan Itr1". 0. \h. obI' b&D4, le' .. a* 7011. tilt.. I aa not or the 

-0;.011 iJ'pe of oollece or 1III1?t!ro1 V pl'Hldeat. !I.U •• qun. IAIldl41T 4111lq. 

what is 111 ,-our 111114. Jt U lllYolTII lal'-reaohl\IC plul, 40 .. I ..... ,ed b 

... --' 
t ala HYing ill. a .,eFT high atllosphere for .'. aAd I need \1 •• &0 thlu propooU101l' ....J! 

OTer, tor. until our endoWllent lB aOllpht.., UUI 111l1li0141 ald. of ..... FT IIOTe lleeda 
. . 

r' to be a!Lret'o.l17 oan.Uered. I dOll't. nat .... er '0 C" 1nto thl posU10ll ot lneU. 

1 wilont which are blO0k.4 ",. the lAo); ot a t .. \houIand dol l arl. t COlI readU, 

un4er.\aA4 that 111 \he pal' it ....,. haTe 11 •• aeo8l8Ql'T for il"ou &0 toel 'lfour vtn:t 

carefull, and that, if you h&4 lald eve1lFtbtng that wat ill yoU!' 'm~nd, you Bieh' 

rhaYe aocOIIpl1ahe4 far 1 ••• . than you baYe. ft' 1011nee4 ·110\ em;pl~ ItIDh oau1l10n wlQ:-­

II.. You CIaIl 11. perfectlT frank .lthou' teu 'ha.' .,.en an IIIIbUl cnu IIlaa Will 

weakeIl lIT oonl1d.nol 1a \h. 1I1tlJlate wladoa of yowt .1u4P.t. I WIUlt allo,- It I 

aan, &0 ""aura 10'4 abft., the Vn1Yerai V. 10 onl ~, .,.011 lI;D01ro th. klll4 of 

helpful colpOl'&t ion which •• hare reoelYed.111 lIOet 1n"aIIO ••• ithout the ~dl--:' 

ture of a aat. tl'Oll \h. P~e\a. authoriti... 8a.r4l, a dar put" that U1q' 
. 

do . not do loaething for U tha\ ... l1!1plr oould not, _ for OWlelY... sad ther c10 

1\ .o4eatlT. uaol'IID'atiou'lT. anA wl'bout aIklllC OJ'elll:Pict1nc ~ re~urn. r.hn14 

• 
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Q,!.Jte. lib .... tor.. to,.., our TelaUoal with tho VDl"erd \7 _ I1I4h a _'t.1' of 

laa' lIadl lih.- Uke quelt10a ~ 1'.la\1oat1tlp 1I 1I01l-1IZ1 ... ,. &Il4 \h.- 1I .. , 

I ha4 11l .u4 whlll I 4epJ'_'e4 a tonal 411oull9io.1I7 aq povp 01' all til. II' .... 

al to the que.HOD ot the relat loalhlp b,' ••• the lUlU _te 8Ild \he Ull1yerIU;r. 

Of oourl., al .. trrOW. prolll ... 1.11 ari.o, IIIId WI Ihall haYo to taUt \h_ ""', 

bu.t such proal .. 1 al .h&Ye arll. up '0 DO.-here alwql ,_ tapallle of ,.,n __ , 
, , 

11& l1li lDt'ol'llal f&l~loll. sad \hat .... 1 to . .. to lie _ .. the Oll'C'Dlllltaao'l UId tOI' 

the \1 .. be111g ldeal. 

It would, I 'hiM, .urprhe fVU, 1f I to14 IOU, al I thl.nlIl I had 

bott" not t.ll &Jl1Onl, that onl 01' two 11'tle mattera of frlotloll .blah ~ 

arhen ban Mea depreoate4 to .. 110' oal,.. bJ" the -.1Ie1'9 of the bltltu\e bu.t 

- ---eqgallJ" &Il4 with pmut,pl WIIIl .on tapbalh by III_ere of the UnlTeral\7. flbe" - ----- ----
10 IIaDT peraoul are pthered ~thel' absolutely perfec" hanlO!II'. n.,..1' broke by 

tho 1d101f11l01'll.1I7 of ~ P'I'IIOIl. oaa" ,. espeoted. It caa't .,.. be oxpedilc11. a 

Imll fBll117'. lIIlt U ~I JIG 11plftoanoo . and, _, 110' 11. aca1t1ed.f so Pl~" . 
I 

conl1dor thh leUe .. UI. the IpbU at ' UI oonten' al a IIIppl_~ to the 1101" l'8&t!aalll 
t/.u "l-

and foNal 1ott..- whlah I 8811' J'OIl on lIouc1q. aDd dD not tor " .... , force' that .. 

___ ..::a~ 10011 ae I l1,.e t I Ihall nwer for,..t or tall to .ecopll. tho ouhtand1i1c 

ll1pOnaDOl of 7CIUr OOIltrlbut. \01& ~. -.lE!1Ig lbe 1 ... 1\1 taw 1Il poiJlt of It~ 

and pf!l'1Jonnel In _til_U" aDd 1. o\hlr. nlIJoob what U 1I todq _ what 1 

hope U mq Gon Unuo· to be ln4lfllll h11 • 
• 

W1th all good wiab .. _ ftl'J' bop appreolatlOJl. 

Prahl .. r Olwald Yoble 
nne Ball 
Prt.IIOetoa .... I .. .., 

, AhllSi 
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.GV"~lr 7, 1936 , 

n.ar ~e .. o~ '~lenl 

I halrl 7o~ DOh ot lOT_bel' 5. I WlU uurpriaed, at I teI:ld JOU la 

I
., repl)" on rewilaa )'olU' .lIIIOraJId,. enUUed "Bu11d1nc for School ,of IIa~Uo,·. 

tel tlad \bat you had, goae 110 fal' athid aD to take til ohemis try aDd 111010., 'wi thou' 

l.1InT prmo~ OOII1IW1ioattoll to lie i. reapeot to tbb ezhnsion. 1I0y to ., taJ'ther 

IlUrpriee I leal'D tlbat ~ lJlllgillation haa gone !IO tar a. to plq a 4echin par' 

\ 1.:rour thlllld.JIl: DO' al7 aboo.t \he future ot the 8chool of Math_tic. _, of the 

) relationship ot .th. ~n'tl\11h to the Un1"'r51\,. I teel \hat I ~0Q].4' ao' baTe 

I 
11_ pJ' ••• 'e4 wi~ a pJ'Obl. i. tel'll' of _paoe wh •• back ot \he pl'Ob1!111 ot 

, \ spao., lhare were, 1IDlmowa to _, 1otpllcaUono of "hich I bad ha4 DO iatl .. U9n. , 

At the preslIDtllolllent \hI! School ot Ila.th_tlos is ut1l1dllC nl,l .1p 

the IIDtlre I-noolll fro. the or1glaal 1ID40 .. ~t 0: ~. In,tUute. fb.t .,ther 'WO 

leed •• lob I was aaal.ou to plant. \tD1Ich there .... 10_ 41tfar~e ot oplaiO. 

al to the ,,184011 of IV rla.la4at1o~., art <U1at11lC oa a alall1&111atl. aDd rill 
- \ 

_turall, be IIDt1~led \opl'1or pOIl114eraUoll in the lVent of a1¥I .uItBll~la1 
, 

lnorease of lnc_. I ~alu V8l"J hlPl, ,.our {WtUI, t\Ial4aIIaW ~lnll:lllCJ but. 

'al there h no 1111"1 .. \1 IUtellho04, "'lID .~4 ep.".. ba.,. 11 .... 0)\aU". of .., 
I 

IUOh upu.tOD &I 'OU appanDU, haVt lite.' ,ht'*'N ef. I 1hn14 liD \0 "-1' 
I 

tbat J01l oonU :rour ...n1O~UO&l aa4 ...". •• \10 .... palMI' 'a •• I.,. If a _ 
, . 

.. ,~ to 1III.1Qb. 1; ancl IV eqpo .. lOJ' QIIl. ban &&jI", 'lib. "'J--"Ift ... teapla'. 
'- \ \ 

• 
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., 

ant" ... _d I hOpl U' ..,. htor. '" 1-.. Aa tar .. ,OV *1 ...... are . 
OODOlrlle4. I ebn14 \iliall it "I· Intonal,lJ' W illlpl'l" 'tIpOIl \il_ the PpoI'\aDH 

. ot elotllC th. \\..", "Uh Va. oppol'haHhl &lGh J'O'lIlO" PO,I"I, tOl', lbon of 

a wrpl'hl, \hIli Oppol'\1I11Ult11 arl DO' 1111;e1,. to 111 1nOl'161e4 tor 101111 tillle to 

\ 

0.,.., anel \he olJpOI'WIllU ..... , J'8allJ' 118 "11'7 II'lat It a MIl l~ IJ.B.Har4l' 

alb .. 411'10\1,. \hI qauUoa al· to whltMl' , WI ~17 wiu & -.1,. _ ~\h_UO·I 

1A PriDOetoa. 

I tiel .,.,IID "l'Iltl'Ollgly as to 101Il' lntimatio!l that 7~ llhlA'l!LJitHD_---, 

tblllld.lC ot \he l'elationeb1p of \he lnatl.te to till Vnl~er!!i~ and that J'OU W01I1d 

UP to· ooa.!I1Il. t your oolleago.el oa tbat poill' &110. I Q10Uld 1'16DJ'4 &IQ' 4hou.eloa ~ 

OD \bat subJeot Q.II inoppol'ttlae Olld 111-Ju.4«e4. lnowled€o Q1at !!UDh a ell_dOD 

had W .. plaol would alllOl' 1nev1tnbl:r spread and "auld do inoalculable haJ'II. 

The l'elaUOnl betweep the IlletUute and the UnlTer'3lty are "P.ry . intimate , and 

alSoclatell do not nnd OallnO' pOlalblyeo". A. dhousaloa OD 'he 1.,.- t ot thl 

, _~tlolaD1 011 ~, I11III310\ "Ilulel b~ tuttle III1d lIieh' be harmtol. It would 

j bl 1~ pulllJl« up a 'lIIel.1' plan' after a uo~' pertod to tlDd out whither 1\ 1. · 

I1'Owll!lC. Should it llnr blOollle nlO .. IIU'3", al I hop. 1t ma:t Dever beCOlae noOI'~, 

" to baTI a tacul tJ' dhouulaa Oil thio pold, till elhOU80ioD ooulel not be 11.1\14 to 

the _th_tioal jp'Oup. I, would bl oa~I4 _ M, u4 would bl' .'ttil4ed b,. all 
, 

croupl. I Iboulel pr111a. .ad .0'1"11, partloipate, tOI' \hI 1'e1'7 Ob"iOUl 1'1&1011 

that. 1ea1'111« all 11 .. al1ell, I .. tar lIet t el' Intone4 thaa &lIT 0.1 la u7 ot the 

Cl'OI1pl "prdl .. 'hi lUlIet&DOe ot thl ~e1at1oJl8hlp. IwT 1II01'e that at thh ••• , 

.,..1" \hat Ulat l'elaUolimip bo 1I04.1tle4, ..me 1\ 11 th't"9 OD "hlClb w. an 

I'll', and imTth1rc that oould po1l11117 1M..r8l'1 wltll \he 'III • • t oollu.raUoa 

.1ol1 WI are tl'71al to 110. 011.' wIII14 1/1 4eplorabll. III IF O~OIl, .aauetor., 

_ 'hi. 11 thl l'I.uH 'If "Il'( OU'ltul l'enlO\loll,Vae .... ~J'" IhG\Il4 be 
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dfttpe4 UI4 10118 .Un luS'.' ~' .. 01-..&. 1bcN11 .. IQ)J'" ... 

a.UOae& lIT .OIMI OIle .11 •• ,,0Il Cu .. ,U, ,14ltnok U. .U~, __ .' we •• 

110' upaad 1& ur:r c1lreoU~ or -tor ...., purpOli. 1.., u.. th.,...forfl. be at pro­

duotl •••• po .. tble la our iAdlYl4ual. oqaol U .. aac1 la a441 t i oa do what w. 0&Il 

tor tho.e who COlli h.re tor lDlpiraU oll ud cul4ano •• 

I true' tha, J'lI1lwUl .", 1IlftD4ln~ W. lIU.r. Iou 1I'4J"17 JaIn 

\hat I ,.t th" h1~e't value upca \hI 1111710.' 1Jhla1l lOll ha .... rllll4ere4 to .. 

persona'll, and to the tn,tiUut •• lJiI1t ),our 11191N:/raadua IIlIil 7ov.I' 1.U.r ba .... lIoth 
. 
dh1ow-b.d _. urd it ,.emed to- _ OIll;y rlcht Ulat I Ihould put TOU _ qv.1te 0&Ilcl1~ 

III full po ..... i oa ot .,,,rt dau\\ \hat haa oroue! my .t."114 11110. r.oe1 ... lDC th_. 

With a U c004 'fIiaheli. 

Proteiaor O,wald ·f"ble 
flD. Ball 
Princ.toD, new Jersey 

SlnolrelT J'OUI'I • . 

Ar.ffAHA .... P'LEXNEff 

P.S. i OY_bar 9, 1136 
l1nol wrltblc ~ alIoYe 1.10' •• , I Jla'rl had • oall fl"()ll Olle of the ac,' 

:"--~.1IIJ.f>Ol'"\IUlt ... ill lAl hinGe'_ t.-lV 1JI h r.ol to a ~1!Oift. topic, but 
w1~' ...., In'_U0Il1lP0il hh pal't or 1d,JJ. ... 4.r1tt_ into a c1l.oa .. !OJl ot 
,the _Wal laponano, to eaob otll .. ot \hI Vnt ....... l. UI4 the Xn.1oUllh, "I 
cont ... ~ as _ •• \0 11l1li1 \N _\bui .. w1 \h .1. hli r~e4 \h. 1'eJ.a,., 

\ tioDlhlp UI4 hie arur1e~ to 0InItr1'1nl'. "'rTthill8 f,a htl power to 1 h peNaIl ... 
I MIl -l'. In'eraotlOll. 1 ~e1.1_ .... t \hie , ..... h tale ,.eN lIIl'Iaea' of 
. the I'r1.Doetoa faoulV, III!d It 1Ilft17 would no' 'beo ... IIlq a.er of tU !aU1.t., 
whlch haa ~ a 'b.etlQ1&r1 of I'r1.noetoll hollpiWU:r. h rah. rm7 qullUoa Ulat . at~eo'. the tundulfttal 1'.1aUo". 'bet .. _ the two iA.UtuUoal. 

" . 
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Ncrnaber ", 1936 

"to tak8 the ._ aoUOD in w... GoldDaD'. oaa ... 1D Prote .. ol' Cappll'", 

retolT8d .1mp~ to the ~nt of aD lUlDua1 honorarium, beoause at the pres.nt 

time _ are DOt 1D podtlOD to add to our budcet azw1;hing that could be oa11ec1 

a salary 1D d_11ng with penoa. ot thoir em1D8noe. Thes,s motiona, 1Ih1ah_re 

,drawn up by II1II aDd wuoh wen 1D lfra. Ball"¥'. hand., 1D refereno'e to the twa 

,appointments, read .. 1'011_. 

"1. That Dr. Ed'ftl'd 'Cappa be appointed Visiting Profe.sor 
in the Sahoo1 ot HUIIIIlnistic Studies 1'01' ODe yoo.r, begiming 
<?atobar 1, 1936. with aD honorarll.m ot 200.00 a month. 

2. That Dr. lJet1W OoldDaD be appointed Profellsor 1D the 
S,ohoo1 of H~.tio Studi8ll, beginning No-Amber 1, 1936. 
with an ~J'8.I'1_ of 1800.00 a IIIOIlth. n 

i There __ , »r •• Bai1e,r .~, a good 4ea1 ot talldng going on at the 

time these appo1Dtments _1'. oonf'1ftled. Howrrer, &II tar .. letten reool'Nd .. 

us fl'em the u.Dbera ot the Board are oonoeraed, there doea DOt ._ to ha.... been 

au,v quest10D exo.pt JOW" ... tonne. to Dr. <lold:all.a'. appo1Dtmeat and a q_tloa 

rabe4 by ........ lD ref 0l"811li8 to Dr. Snml'. appolDk nt. Aa a _tter of 

raot, both apt01Dtlllllnta _n il1ten4e4 to be lDd.t1D1te 111 temre, as all .tatt 

appoil1t.!-Dt. are. 
Proto ..... a.-l4 Veblen 
FiDe Ball 
Pri ....... Jen., 

St.orel¥ ;rov., 
AlIIlIIAHAM FUXNQ 

----~---. 
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THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY 

SCHOOL OF MATHEMATICS 

FINE HALL 

PRINCETON , NE W )EiRSEY 

November 5, 1936 

Dear Doctor Flexner, 

On thinldng over your letter dated October 31 but re-

cei ved yesterday. I find that the expectation that our quarters 

in Fine He.ll would be extended either on the Campus proper or 

into a wilding aoross the street, has played a decisive part 

in my thought about the future of the School of Mathematics and 

ts relation to the University. Since it now appears that this 

:xpectation is not to be realized , my opinion on some of our funda-

ntal problems has changed. I have no doubt that the same will 

be true of my mathematical colleagues. and therefore feel that I 

had better consult with them before replying to your letter. I 

hope that this will meet with your approval . 

Yours sincerely. 

Dr. Abrahem Flexner 
P . O. Box 631 
Princeton, N. J . 
QV,GB 

C J-~{-J Yd&.. 
Oswald Veblen 
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THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY 

SCHOOL OF MATHEMATICS 

FINE HALL 

PRINC8TO N, NEW JERSEY 

November 5, 1936 

Dear Mrs . Bailey. 

In response to your request for correotions to the 

ILinutes of the last regular meeting of the Trustees of the In-

stitute, I would submit the following. 

With referenoe to the motion recorded on page 16 with 

regard to Dr. Hetty Goldman.- 11IT reoolleotion is the.t the mo-

tion _s not to appoint lliss Goldman a professor, l:AIt rather 

to take the aotion whioh is desoribed in Dr. Flexner's report 

as it appears on page 6; that is , to make an annual appoint-

( 

ment analogous to that of Professor Capps . 

_de, aooording to my reoollection, there _s no mention of 

In the motion as 

any title . 

Mrs . Esther S. Bailey 
20 Nassau Street 
Prinoeton, N. J . 
OV.GB 

Yours Sinoerely : ( V ~ 
~ ~>J-. 

Oswald Veblen 
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I have gh6ll ftIT tiIoIIchU'ul OQllsid_Uoll to \h. craUf71ac • .,. 

rBDd'Iat .w.1tted in behalf of \he taOUl'7 bT )"OV. and Iir. nene.l'. r sa 1Jao11ned 

to bllll",e that the attitude wh1ch the raoul"" croup r800l8!1111Dd. is aoad aa4 ~, 

•• lIhoul d aut!! DO C01IIIII1 ~ to un t 11 1a th. coarllll ot D& turft U 11 1IC0IItt1 1III&,,014able. 

The oas ohaace t would W'QUest h the ' toUowiac, that In place ot 

W!T 00BlUll1cat1ng such 1d_ 0.1 noat lA\o IV 11111111 froa to U. a. I th1Jlk of \he 

probh., , wll1 ..,~ th. 111 oont1d8llU~ _1'aD4a etoh I 1ha11 seal aII4 a..pos" 

ill WI'.. B0.11 a:r' II oare. Ia that wq I ahall feel tree \0 obaIIp flIT lIlud, &lid then 

tbe .ethod suge •• tlld lIT the group. 'lh1!1 18 ot Oall'se not ..... , a. Tau .ell ---
uaderstlUl4, •• a I'Anectioa 1WOD their dlscl'etion bllt l'&th~ aa II. .-ans of llllabllac 

lIIe \0 ... ~1'aOt or IIOd11'), flIT Op,WOIll ill the U&ht of expet1l11oe aDd tvth~ \hoa&tl'. 
I aa ""IT deepl, toQ.ahad 117 the attitud. of the whole group \oIrar4s 

.. , and I trust that tor the t<1fl I'-:W~ Tear. aothln,\ w1U "'01' d1aturb the ' 

splrtt whiah has pl'WaUtd .ithin the tutUute and be twellll tbe lli.U~te aad the 

~al TIIl'ai \T. 

' W111 7ft let Iir. Ilene .fte WI aI\d use 1011l' 0" cUICIl'eUQII .. to 

_t'oat1Jlc I.t to the other .-ben tit .. t.-l. P'OWP' 
'.17 eI. .. ..-J.7 .:roan, 

"BlI'tAHAfA "LI!XNf;" 
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. October 31, 1935 

Dear Prote •• or feblenl 

I ~e repeat~ read th •• tat .. ent wh1ch you and Prot ••• or 
• 

Alexander .ent me ~d1ng ROo~t16n. and have g1Yen a yary conlldera)le 
I 

.\ 

One or ho thouchtl are oleart we haYe no preaomto or, aa tar 1\.8 

" 
I can lee, future rEICI.IOD tor tak1UC cheal.try and ·bloloQ' into con.Ueratt"on at 

\ all. 

enter the exp .. r1mental .olano •• and. 1t ud when .. do '0, '0.' yery lar~ 

qu •• tiona are 10,,01yed r,olnc tar blllFOJld t.he proy1aiClR ot atud1 •• tor \he ~ .. or. 
, . , 

wh lch t hoa. subJ~t. need. The quoltion reducea ltaelt,theretore , to the poaa1bl11t7 

ot procurlng threa Inrge atudl.a and two IIOre _ 11 onol tor the pre8ent .tatt , 

My1nqulrl .. lead EIII to \h111l1; ~t, it additional tl\01,lUh, .ere - . 
proylded, thq ,.ould not; be Ooou,p1ed ___ era at both .tatta ba.t aillpl,y 117 lIIIIben 

of tha. ID.U'ute IWt, and \hill wOl1ld I nyolTll a separa '* "hich I tMIIl!; would be 

f. unfortunate for all CClllo.rol d. 'en: \he prelent, therefore, l1lA11III1Ch ... ~ ~xtenn1on 

o~ the tac1fUle. connected wi th I'tal Hall 18 not f~e, I th1llk that J* h ' t~ 

'hner ot .... 0 .,.11. it .e reltrlo,· OW' enroll!MD' IOI'IlPllloua,17 to, .e wlU laY, & 

.11W111 l!r aroUnd for\7 by excludlng pe •• oDa 'tIbo han no' Ob~ined \he Ph.n .. d .... 

.aIId who haY .. DOt gtyen plain 1n41oaUOIl ot 1IIlu8\l&l &1&1ty. It 'M:IlIe that UMI -
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ProtellOI' Teb181l Ootobel' 31.. 193& 

1lra.b8l' w111 tAll below tOI'V. 1n&' I _auld DO' I'ttpl'd \ba\ .e a .18tol'=e. 0 
. .! _ . - - , 

I\ .., also bappell that the oppol'taDl'1' to ell_a .000eOlle like DJ~ ..,. wJte U 
• • ••• • • .' 1J.. _. J t" • 

run abOY' tOl''1' - a dt'QAUoll .lth whioh I think .. 0lUl oope ••• ~1DC' IIOW .tad. 
. • I ... 

I ha"e no\ 10., deb' at the ,ta.o\ to whiCh. I beU." •• Al.~dtr 
, ' t • • . 

t11's t -called ~ attent10n \bat uu.bel" oount tor l •• e a . \h' Inat1~te JhnD ill. th~ 

Gracblate Sohool. for U8J8plll, b_ute ot the tao' that th. tn.t!~te _be •• ail . . .. . (: , .... 

otbll .,el"f _twoe and ablo _and hllllo, oJ'8IIDis. eRlall groups withln th ••• l." •• but 

1\ would be a e rave error •. I th1Jlk, to pueh thi. b'pe of ';h~1IC too tal', tor it 111_ 
- - I .... 1.0 ... 

ul ti_tely ooae about that the IInbel'l "ould be haohlq or o()ntel'r1~ O! ha~1lC 

oontaota wi th ona anothAr l'8thel' than ' with the _\Ure and pel'lll>J1811t group wh1ch 
... ... - "-_. 

realt, attl'lloted thea to PrinoetCill. Wh811 I th1nk of what." In\eroOUl'le wi th 

Preddent GUman, ~fe-asor 011d5l'1l .... ,. aDd other •• eant to ae t~i7 18&1" ago 
, I . 

at the IiopJdns and what Sbon', 1DforMl. aDd frequent con\a.ot ,,1 th Dr. \felch mean' 

to hla alae,t a. 101l€ ago, 11: would "8111 to _ that. it the lIIen who an at tr(1oted 

here are to get the mst out ot the opporWn1th. "Mob. th07 nek. t hllT silould 

haTe abandaat opportunU,. to oo.e 1Jl oonte.ot wlth the InetUut e t8oult7. 'lhe;v 

haY' this oPpo1'Wn1t7 1Jl the tOI'lll of lecturea and IBII11nan. but t1.1 a h dot enough. 

The,. should have 1n addUiC)Jl to U eve ry oPportun1t7 tor IntoTlllAl cootnot. Bow 

11' 1nto,mn..1 OOllUOta are 1Iell dweloped and 8e.q. t h 811 thl) nUllbflr ot persOna lil the 

I n.t11111te is a matter of prileO coneidl" \tOil fro. the atnn<lJ)01nt ot th, protelaol'. _" 

tOF it. tor IIXlUIple. we 1&;1 that tblU'& QJ'II 8W8IIty.-nYe or one ~dred men 1n \he' 

In.n \ute who al'e to haYe auch opport."QIlUy. t hen each ot the p81'1l1B110n\ profesr.ore 
I 

wovJ.d be OOllplet~_Ped a. far a. thelr own \h1Dlt1nc 111 conoerned. I do no' 
, 

therefore I" An7 rea.oll tor cheDgillC the podUon wh.loh I took mIlD t Ul'goci 

Mr. Ballbel'gel' aDd Mrs,. h14 to ,.tablhh ,the In.tUuh and whi oh I ha.,e rel\arat.e4 
.. \ . 

In eye.,., hll,UIl 1ew.d to th' pub1l9 and 1JI. .,.el7 report re.4 to \he .oard, -'17, 
t.ha' the In.t.1t.ut.e 1. a -.11 aftatr and that, whU, thar.~-,., a tew ... t.ed leo_I, 

') 

v 
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I 
Prof •• lOr '.b1 .. J 

" or .1II111&ft. ih real 1IIlf:qua ••• ooulih et \he opPOl'tanUJ' to. ~ 110' 0II1J' 

~ ~ contei' ,,1\h Dill aao\her ftt \0 han ea.,. ..... \0 the profe .. ol'awi\hou' 

II 

, (aeUIIC that 'her are IIIaldIl,?; B.DT _~ 4eman4. ~ tlelr UM. I OaJIDot ft' t .. l. ' 

theretore, that the qu .. Uon ot 'Jlllllbere h an illPOnut OIle IIDd U1at 01lI' iDt1uaoe 

ill the 10ag l"IlIl will be \he pealei' it .e haT. a ~1 ll'lJllber 011 .eleote4 _0 
real1, te&l the influenoe aDd .tt.lWl ot the prot ... on than if .e haTe a ' 111.1'£81' 

ll'IIIIber who.e opporwnitlAlI in thh 41r80\1on are llm.ted. 

Without IIZfI 1ICUOIl of \he aituaUoll ot the Ilath_Uola. 1 haT. 

~ \allred thie t b iDg 0.,.1' .i th th~ ~.h ad with the eooaoll1,h. and I tllld their 

I thinkill,?; ooincide •• 1 th aile. I oanno' •• e that the I'illIJlOta reall, -.k. UJ' 

eoon01lio •• 

here to sp. a,period with thea. \hat h. alu, realI), too brief ud thAt. theref~., 

.uat be utilized to It& maxt .... 

!bere h aaotber pola' '!!blah 11 wcgellte4 to l1li bJ' the a"tW. 

of oertain II_ben ot ~. 3oari. OIl the quel$1on of "f.palld.. As J'011 I'-.ber. 

r.- Weed objects to the .UpOlQ4. ,Oil pr1Dc1ple. Sinoe \he Board m~tlDC h. hal 

\' .r1 ttc _ a 1._ letter ~ the nb"eot 1U'¢ag his point. 3DCl I ha.,. l'ep1i~. 

defalldlll,?; the .$1.,..4.. Bo." .... aao\J1er 'rNa'" baa onllJ' ,take the 'lilac "" 
f • • "I 

Wi th •• ud ha. told •• ~t DOt 0Il11 h. bIlt other _ben of the Board qusUoa the --- ' --' 

81.do. or nlOe.a1~ at the .tlpeD4,. 4. 1~ aa .. utili.e the atipead. '- -.lac 
:.- ---
.toeether a ... 11 _bel' at ~lF .a .... we G.'IQ hqU 01lI' QOUD4. 1M'it 

the aullbera lllOl'_'. it b ebTu. that' \he ~1 U~ II eUp .... 01114 '.tU1 1 ..... 
Of' '. 

ue with aa ~ _lID ... or ...., .. n .a. ill • ~,. ~e eboal,."hal'Ol' \0 -Pbc 
" together. There le, \haratorll~ the pouU/tll W ot _tch I thlllk U lIOul4 lie • 
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Prot.llor '.b1~ Ootoblr 31, 1131 

.h\akl tor Tou \0 i011 111M 'ba\ thl -.re WIE"'" Oil of lDOHa11ll .-., .. 

1114 \he proYieiQll of, add1UoDal .paill hI' laor •• 111 a_ .... .., .,_ \0 4.­

I prhl ;you ot aD 1JIpor\aat 111.UTI ."poIl "hich TOll eJid 7OUI' "lC!olat .. 

vI pOIIII .. 1n the tOI'll of IUpll&4 •• , 

However. the who11 problem 11 not qui'l &1 e111pl1 a. thl llUIIber 

gino would ••• to,lndloah. 

Olle ot oUr rogilterlll ..abere. 

I baTl la the lal' two .eeb \B1ked wi \h each 

OurlQU1T 1IIIOU«b. thl t1.n' trmr or tiTe k1d 

Joahalr, Wigaer. ~. 'l'hll ~ou14 &PPI8l' to 8III7IIZ1' to a TirWal reduction 

ot OUl' nUllbeFl. t~ aD Inol'ea .. ia the PriDeetoa _bel' - !Ill laclll",it , 

dtuatlon. Ho.ev .. r, I aoked Jlllanhar' \0 alOlI'taill whllth.r or no' he aD4 hi. 

,eoll!lQgllllI would reco_lIl~ sa 84dn101l ,\0 our II_bel" whioh .1eb' iliaD lID add!-

} 

Uon to theln. aDd \11"111',:,&11"'''1' " .. aepUYI, poeat17 a. thEl,)' apprlO1a.t. and 

I Talu.e the kind ot peroona •• are bringing la, but th"T bav. \bIll' reculal' acad-'o 

dutiel to pertol'll, nnd the;r haTe got 1;0 watoh lNIIbers. ficoe aD addt ttoll to 

our DUIIber which m1ght aIIOunll to all OOd1t10D \0 their JmdIer 18 to b .. aT014ed. 

O!l thl o\her hand, the _e al'gullent "orka the other wq around. Sae - I do 

not lInow how IllfUIT - ot the' Princeton men follow \be leotur., 8IId les1nar, ot oUr 

tacult,y group and doubnea. ,.t Into oonterllllO' with thea &0 VIa' the Princeton 

{ 4Inro11."n\ IIIOT theretore Tl*ftal1T 1nC~" our own. Be'".~ UI the ho _ 

\ taoul Us. baTe 18 \be nelchborhood ot laTen", aATaaoed Itudtlllb of maUl_t,iol. 

W • ..,. I ballIn, teaTS 1\ to othRr UlilT"relUe. to do \bl rei' .. 1t~ te.U • 
• 

that •• ars do1tlg our tall' share ot the hl~r IIlathllllatloQ]. \eaohlng 18 thll 
" ~ ,-' 

In all tain ... l ouch' alao to aent10ll aIlOther polnt. that h, 

\he ac\ua1 burden 01 ,eaahlllc IIZIT tlze4 lNIIII,r of Ih4m,. h bOlUld to YaI7' trOll 

YI&I' to Tear wiCh \hr ulb.r ot thl __ SI'I. .obo~!' ..,. 1a adYanOI MIa, 

-
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·- J . 
PJoot .. aor '.bl. -/ Oo\ob.r 31, 1_ 

for\¥ aft thi. year ,,111 ~reat. pnoi .. 1, the lnlrd_ tha,t ,,111 'It. conlltUuhd 111 

fortT _ next Tear', but oyer a 101\& perlod ot ,earl 1 tb1nk "e are bOllDd to al_ 

that the burden OD the ho taaaUlel' ~ the opportualthl in the ho faaulU.I 

to OaJ'J'T OIl thelr 0 ... wolt; &lid \0 -Sntala all aaq AIld 0101. aJld.. lnfoJ'Ml re16o­

tiODlhip with aen ' will approal_t. the .... leYe1. I~ ~ oapY.rlation with the 

~ a~ber .. . 1 notioed la a eeod 81117 cuel a. rel~tano. on theirp.rt \0 approa.ah the 

I aeabers Of the faoul tT in a 1I1rl0lUll "aT. I all1U'ed tb_ \hat t~1a 11 one ot the 
elienUal teature. of the IIlI''''ut.' I orpni'atioa &Ild ureed tho to ha,.. no 

hell tattoD in 110 doine, but 1 oould I.e that that alpect of the relationship bl\" •• 

profesoor and ~er ba. not al Tet .. tablhhed. ltlaU' al olaarly &I "e had lIlhaded, 

and 'hi. ~ YerT readily be due to a teeU:qg of condderaUon on the part of ..... er. 

because they· reall .. there are 80 ~ othlll' aatheaUQal worker. in nne Rall. 

1. protellor hal abaD4aIlt _I of proteoUng himlelt aca!nlt a _.er who ~ 

han ~en lnad,..rtenU, ada1 tted. .A. pod U,.. effort aT lie required la rlJa. Ball 

I - to -.kit the men :teel that withtn realon aIId wlthqu' lID41U, l~ri~ .upoa the , . 
protenor' .• ti_ for h1l own ol'l£lllal worle, counlel ~ aI!d cu1dano. are meeD' to b. 

I proylded, but· the geo.tel" the _bel', tha harder 1\ ,,111 be \0 realhe tb.lt feature 

o~ our or&ani.atIOD 'b,r whloh I .,.elt hold creat Itore. 

The point ot riew "loh I , haYe exprelled i~ thll la, ter 11 &I a _\ter 

ot taot Itlpulated V Mr. Jaaberear and lira. l'uld In thair latter of gUt. 

I hay., captlllued lIT 1ln'elUpUonl into the prubllll ot the Oat.,., C11lll. 

'!be t1nano~al burden rea\iDg upCIIl \he 01_ 11 in the Ilel~rhood ot $36,000, tar 
. . , 

, 
confldential IIlYBIUpUOD, a lIeUl_te aDd wcent 'III' _, o~T tor U lIat tor· one 

or ho other b Ll.u~a ot '1M __ obaftOt.,.. t aa no' 1& pollUoa at'tldl _ .. , 

'~o explain preolle17 "ha\ \b ... ue.1 ar •• 
o WOII', 70U abare Ulh wiUl hot"lIor .A.l~.r' 

(oyer) 'tr7 eino,relT TOWI, " .. ,,"HAM p'U:XNKft 
rrore •• or OI .. ld '.bl811 
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P.I. 

III OJ'4- to prond. lID!"e ..... tor ~ ... h~'. it wiU , ' 

b. po.s1ll1e \0 1"IIIl' &II aMUloDal ~ .\ ao Iu_ 1\1"_' !a whl.CIh ... m" 

'hn. of them could 110M it bt ahCllll4 be WOI'th whU •• 

• 

\ 

I 
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1m. Hall. Princeton, October 26, 1936 

ICamonmdum tor lleur. . Aydelotte and ..... " 

1. On Saturday atternoan I ea.y Proteaaor llu .. ell. and tound that he 111 

leartng Princeton tor the Weat in about three _b. He 111 dell1roul ot aeeing Dr. 

Flemer, and h goin,; to 1Jrrlte the latter to hia houlle ao that they om d1.aousl 

queatiOllll on the r;round. I haw oODl!Dmioated thill to Dr. Fle:mer. 

2. I talkod with Mr. Pa.r1a, explaining that with regard to the land the 

preaent polioy 111 tirat. to 001\4' rw ..nat taol11tl .. 1t oontam. and to try to uae 

the .. in such a __ y that the In.atltute lIOuld at leaat not 10lle _yon it) md 

'eoond, to lIIllce a '"1'f aodeat beginning in the direotion ot ~rov1ng the land by 

retoraatation • .to. I alao suggeated that _ lIhould be glad to make an arrans-n-t 

by whioh Mr. Pa.r1e would oontimle to oultivate the fielda 'IIh1oh he already baa under 

oulthat1on, and perhapa extend hi. operations to other tielda. He pointed out that 

it 111 not rea.anable to Hpeot a. return from field. 'IIh1oh ha.,. been lying -.ate, until 

.ome time and IQOney" have been spat upon t~ RowenI'. he undertook to mdy the 

question and to lIIllce a proposal (1) to cultivate ... lIIBny tield. a. he reaaanab17 

oould, and (2) to de.,.lop a aodeat plm ot blpro_t which 1IOuld not ooat the In­

atitute lIlore than . 1000 a;year. I .. hopeful that _ can secure hi. oooperatian 

along tee •• linea. In the oourse of the oonver.atioD he said that he knew of .. man 

who 1I'Ould be a suitable tenant tor the house whioh _ looked OftI' on Saturday _m­
ing, and au"d to suggest to thi. man that he ehould aee • Bergan about it. 

3. With ref1l.l'd to the utilisation ot the Olden Jlanor • .,. wife and I got 

80me ft1'f helpful advioe trom Praaidont Aydelotte, ... a result of whioh _ probably 

llhell not initiate any general dhoua.ion ot the queltion. but make a tew inquirie. 

and lee whether it 111 pOll Bible to lII8ke a beg.1nnlng in a 1IIIIIl11 way 'IIh1ch would not 

cOllllldt the Inatitute too tar in e::rq direotion. 

OV,GB Oswald Veblen 
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T H E INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY 

SCHOOL O F MATHEM ATICS 

FINE H ALL 

PRINCETON. NEW JERSEY October 7, 1936 

Dear Doctor Flexner. 

The arrangement with Professor Vijayaraghavan was made in ,.. 
October, 1935. It was that he should be invited to give one lecture 

under the auspices of the University, and one under the auspices ot the 

Institute, the honorarium for each to be $100. It was neoessary to 

make the arrangement then because he was being invited to this oountry 

under the auspioes ot the Amerioan Mathematioal Sooiety. 

I took the precaution of getting it on reoord, lIhen the final 

arrangements were made in l!aroh of the present year, th&t everything 

had been approved by Dean Eisenhart . I oannot reoall that t he matter 

was brought to your attent ion or Mrs. Bailey'S. It is quite possible 

that I did not mention it, under the assumption that occasional leo· 

tures and visits by distinguished mathematicians would be looked after 

in the way whioh had beoane hab i tual. 

At present the under standing is that he shall oame here and 

stay for about a week, probably at the Nassau Club, and give his leo· 

tures on October 27 and 28 at 4:45 p . m. on eaoh day. 

I should like, it possible, to speak with either you or Mrs. 

Bailey about the proper _y ot taking oare of this . Perhaps I oan do 

so this afternoon. 
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Dr. Abraham Flexner - 2 October 7, 1936 

I should also liks to raise the question of having an appro-

priation of $1,000 for entertainment and oocasional leotures included 

in next year's budget, and perhaps earmarked for that purpose at the 

next meeting of the Board of Trustees. It would be very helpful to 

reduce to a minimum the amount of formality required in making such 

arrangements. 

Dr . Abraham Flexner 
20 Nassau street 
Princeton 
OV:GB 

Yours Sincerely, I;' J'L1 
(}4-' 4 /lftU... 

Oswald Veblen 

Records of the Office of the Director / Faculty Files / Box 32 / Veblen, Oswald 1936-1937 
From the Shelby White and Leon Levy Archives Center, Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, NJ, USA



Auguet 25, 19~ 

Daar /.lra. VehlellS 

InaBJ:IUch as Anne is busy with the first steps towards breaking 
CSlllp and I have at the Dt:!ment little to do, I SI:I answering your extraor­
dinarily interesting letter from Vevey in her atead. Ie had also received 
a letter 1'rom lire. eyl written 1.nOermeny and of' course with very great re­
atraint, but it was essy to see that your detailed and vivid account only put 
into plain words lIIbat )!r&. Weyl meant to convey. 

There seo:nB to be no way of grasping at one and the s_ time the 
peaceful life ... lead here in the Oanadian woods and the turmoil and hatreda 
and unreaoon which are sweeping over Europe~ lI'e almost dread to open 'llte 
Timea as day by ds,y it reports civil war in Spain, conspiracies in Russia, 
and the end of t.he Olye.~ic truce in Germany. 

'litere is little to report about oureelve". Th .. BU!!I!:lIIr has not. 
been quit.e up to 1ts high standard in point of _ather, as the heat of' early 
July wae followed by weeks of ununual chill, and for two mont.hs the awf'ul 
drouebt destroyed not only the crope but gave the leaves on the t.rees the 
appearance of' late autumn. '.ihere were forest fires all around us, and the air 
Iras eo thick withsmoke that for dayo and days s.nd dS7B 1ir was 1J;.poaoible to tell 
whether the !IlUl was shining or not. The welcome raiJls have, however. come at 
laet.. 'Ibe fires are e:rt.lng'.JiBhed, but it 18 too lat.e to help the fBrlllers or 
the truck gardenere "ho supply our needs frem day to dey. 

it11 Jean and Elee.nor both abroad Il1001. of the stWmer the eemp ha.a 
been very quiet. Johnnie was here, as you doubtlesskoow, for a few weeks, 
end Professor Irving and en artist friend paid us a flying visit. b-Olll lluBkoka. 
nth theBe e"ceptions Anne and s. Bailey and I have beld the fort. alone. 
We baye Bean of oourse the Kirklonds and the eritts and a flJlr other olllllpers 
wholll I tl,ink you and your huaban1 do not know. but for the I:IOst part we have 
spent. the IIIOrnings at lfOrk and the ai'ternoons, weather pemitting, either 
playing pingpong or walking through the woods or canoeing. 

JflaD ret.urned from England a week earlier thaD sbe had anticipated, 
and abe and Paul have bad a" k here. Elesnor is leaving Soutbempt.on 
tomorrow and 1B due to arrive in 1'18" York on the thirty-fIrst of August or 
next day. 'Ibis explalnn wby we are goi g to Ne" York sarlier than usual. 
I e are both anxious to Btle her. and of cour8e Anne WaDts to get the apartment 
in order for her use eo we shall eo down in two divisions - half of us f'riday 
and the other hall' Saturday, arriving in Ne. York early the following morning. 

e have had letters from tbe Einsteina, both Herr Prof'es80r and bis 
wife. Profes sor Einstein 1s happy wItb his salling and b1s Recbnen. ).!rs. Ein-
stein has not been Yery _11. but she has had, 80 she sayo, perfectly sati8factory 
medical attention in Saranac and is bope:f'ul that the good results will show in 
the course of tbe "inter. J!argot is of course with thelll. 

'lltis is no such letter as you wrote to us. I~ rather reminds me of 
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Jlre. Veblen August- 2.5, 19~ 

the old adage: "na;>py is the nat-ion (or the family) that. hae no histoory" -
end t.hia 9U1J!1er our hiat-ory 1a brief end unevent.ful. 

2 

nne jo1ne me in affection te greetinge too ;you and Professor Veblen 
end in all goed "bhea for the remaln-1er of.' your holld8J' and the year too fellow. 

Mrs. OsWald Veblen 
Brown, Shipley and Company 
12, Pall )!ell 
London, England 

Ever sincerely, 
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Profe ssor and IIrs. Oswald Veblen 
S. S. Bri tannic 
P1er 54. N. R. (West 14th Street) 
New York 01 ty 

Mq 1. 1936 

Best wishes for a delightful voyage and a ~W summer 

\fe have had a wonderful ye= and Anne and I appreciate deeply how greatly 

you both c ontribut ed to its suecesl 

Abraham Flezner 

(Charge 

~ .t., 
~ . " .. 

Izist i tIlte for -¥vanced Study ) 
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Dear 

( ( 

THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY 

s, Eailey: 

SCHOOL OF M ATHEM ATICS 

FINE HALL 

PRINCETON . N EW JERSEY April 20, 1936 

I have tried to recall such parts of my extemporaneous remarks 

at the trustees' meeting as mi~ht be of interest if written down in the 

minutes, The result is the follo\~-Og modification of what you sent me 

in your letter dated April 17: 

This 

l~ . 7eblen made an oral report regarding the School of 
l:athematics , r~rking that the economic and political conditions 
of the world have doubtless greatly accelerated its growth and in-
dicatinG !-.is belief that these general conditions should make_:i.t o!'_ 
possible to develop certain other fields with ~ocess.~IThe 
numbers in thp School of ~thenatics ~larger than originally 
anticipated,~ contrary to what might be expected by analogy with 
other educational enterprises, thi s decreasellrather than increaseel 
the responsi bili ty of the individual professor.ti--' The group "!-S so 
large end containAiso many brilliant individuals that subgroups of 
those interested in particular problems formJspontaneously/o Each 
person concern,.) himself with his ovm problems and confer,fllwith 
others who ~ interested,.. and no profes"'QP is HAS:8P ~ 8 _. 'lsisn 
to p'ive r; 9 et .... entj'XC ,LSIO it 16 not: to Lis a~&ge. If instead 
of sixty members of the School there VIere ten or fifteen, the pr~ 
fessors would feel ""'"concern 8013euL each lfuiiViiI a , and the load of- j ... 
responsibility would be very much greater than it l:i • tI ".. 

In response to a question, ~. Veblen said a f~7 words 
about Topology, which is one of the subjects for which Princeton is 
famous in scientific circles, and described some of the ways in 
which the Institute's mathematical grou!? coop'l[ates wi th other 
groups in different parts of the world'~'U(~ese activities~e of 
a spontaneous nature, but ~ greatly facilitated by the presence 
of the ever changing, but thus far extraordinarily able and inter­
estin~ group of temporenr members • ....... ~ 
is probably more extensive than you wish, but you can cut it do,om . 

Yours sincerely, 

O~tI~ 
.rs . Esther S. Bailey Oswald Veblen 
20 Hassau Street 
Princeton, r.J. 
OV: GB 
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April I?, 1936 

lfi1 41&1' ~tl!.aor l'ellllll.' 

Doctor nex.er ha. e.a1ted .. 111 F~ the mlAut .. or the 

reo8!l' .ee"DC to repo,"' brLefi7 -?/flU ptellPO~toUI r-.n:a r~ Wi- ­

School ot .111_\101, I al1l!ld.' t)le toUow1lic trrr your ~e8\10'" 1I"ore 

lncorpora.t~ it 111 \he ml.utea. 

\~ 
i I 

\ 
l 

_____ l 

\ 

. . 
14'. Y.bl_ 111&4. a ,..tbal l'II!PC)1; ' resal'cl.1JIg' \he Sc!\Qo 1 ot 

Ilath_Upe oa1l1.llg a"IIIIUOJl \t ~. tallt \bat. _BlthOCll.tl It ... 
ilDport.ant -to ltellP \he- !!chool rel,aUY.lY _11, 1\ had resul ted ~, 
wi \h latgu _ beJ:'8 \haIJ nl'tl ortct.aal17 "~eQ'ed the prot ... or. had. 
hu ,.eapOAalll1U,V u4 \bat \h~re were crov;pe and BQb;:ogoup. toned 
tSPDAlanaoual.7 wtdah"ere ta,.,. ... ,e4 In_~t1oular prvblema. all, of _ 
wh10b .... e po,alble V the lars~ ,Uii'" \baJl ..u,.r ~!lh. 
lie poll1te4 out Ula.\ ea!lh perliOn w .. ' Pau.t hh 0", problema aa4 
C,onte17e4 .nth other. who were interested aDd no pJ'ot •• aor--., 
ti!l4er<a;v Qo.udoll \0 ct. .. hh aUeAUOIl Wbllro U waa 110\ \II 
t,h ~'ap.~_4 ~t \lll~ -'b4d ~ »o .. 1b1,1 ~e ~t 
l1\IIIIben .eJ'o 1I0me_t large. that. it ine\ea4 _ o_t .1xtT 11l \h, 
.school \h8l'e JIVe hll 01' t~t'.III.. the pret ... or. would t-'- • 
oOlloel'l\ ~u, eacI:I lnd1"tdual. and \he load ot r.ep~1I1e1l1Ul'V 

.woU;4 be very much p eate" th$ 1\ h. > 

With ~ appreciation, I .. 

StuoeNJ.;r 7OIU'1I. 

lilT HEft 8. IMIL&Y 

Prot •• eor 0ewa14 '~l .. 
-eJJdUeJloa4 
Mac.ton, 1_ '8'1.., . 

• 

-- . , 

• l. 
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f April '. lSl~ 

-n.r Pro~lIor Vo1l1ea1 

I haft JOlin td the 8ri ill re1'o .. _ 

M 1Ir. Gl...... .,_U~ . .,. al'pNftl foU­

a~~U .. Ut· 

I ba .... auo .,... lotter 01' \M lIUt 

np1'd1llc Dr. Dun. 1 _ uUcllllocl that he oaa 

OellO to tho Ia'.1't1dle a1l4 I alfo Jaopo that 

SohOOllboPI'l 'Iflil obllUn hla poe' ill Ill ... bell_. 

YOII!' .ucg .. U01I. wi~ .... ,..t to \M toe of tJr. 
n.ren will, of oovao, )0 toll..,.. 

Sl-_ .. ~ JO .... 

ProteallOl' 0ewl4 Vo\10. 
~111!! Ball 
!'"neoton. ~ Jon07 

AF ace . 

I 

) 

I 

r 
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, . 

I 
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THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY 

SCHOOL OF MATHEMATICS 

FINE HALL 

PRINCETON, NEW JERSEY 

April 6, 1936 

Dear Dootor Flexner: 

I should like to reoommend that Dr . William L. Duren. 

Jr., be admitted to the Institute for the year 1936- 37 and that 

the tuition fee be remitted in his oase. 

You will remember , perhaps, that I told you about this 

case some days ago. Dr . Duren is taking leave of absenoe from 

Tulane University at oonsiderable finanoial saorifioe . I have 

recommended Sohoenberg for the temporary position whioh will be 

oreated by Duren's absenoe. There is some hope thet this will 

give Schoenberg a chance to work into a permanent position. 

Dr . Abraham Flexner 
20 Nassau Street 
Princeton. N. J . 
OV:GB 

Yours sincerely, 

a~tJ~ 
Oswald Veblen 

Records of the Office of the Director / Faculty Files / Box 32 / Veblen, Oswald 1936-1937 
From the Shelby White and Leon Levy Archives Center, Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, NJ, USA



April 1~ 1936 

FoJ' the a .. of a HOGI'd I lim repqillK to J0\lJ'8 of lJaJ'oh SO. 

I am lorr,y that Protes80r C&r~n cannot accept the 1ny1tat10n aa you 

uteDded it to him. I vould 8uc&ost, & S I Bald ~J' the telepho e, that 

,the 8111!1 eet aside tOT hbl II1ght now -be used to otter at once a grant to 
\ 

ProfeBsor Nonel • obo' ... __ e ..... I t01'glolt, QJId ~hat. ~s ~II BUc&eBted, 

yoY talk to Bohr when ;you aee him abroad. There 18 no rell.6ou ~ )'Ou 

fOT . one p\lTpoae OJ' mother. 

'1 wa retuna1Jlc 1'1'"fesoor CaTtalll·s letter. 

l'rcte9GOr Os.,.ld Veblen 
n.. Hall 
Pr1Jl.oeton, new Jel'a"Y 

S1lloere1f yours, 
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. April 3,'11J131 , 

. . ' , . !baalc yov. "e17 __ tor leUbe _ 

... the leiter troa hedd_' 8le«. . I do .. , 

kno. hill, bIlt it do •• look all It Ule ,_, ... 

wol'ldll« 1n \he -.U4 We.t-. 

~er IIlnc8J'8l7, 

A1ilRAIl"'''' FLE XNEPI 

Prot.slor Oswald Yeblen 
"'Ile Hall 
Princeton, new len., 

.' 

,. 

.. 

\ 

( 

• • 
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THE INSTITUTE FOR AnV ANCED STIJDY 

PRINCETON, NEW JERSEY 

Fine Hall , April I , 1936 

Dear Doctor Flexner: 

I thou~ht you mi~ht be interested in the 

enclosed letter which is at least a sign that thin~s 

are be~innin~ to stir a little bit in the Northwest . 

Dr . Abraham Flexner 
20 Nas sau Street 
Princeton , ~T . J . 
OV:GB 

Yours Sincerely, 

0. t. 
Oswald Veblen 
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THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY 

SCHOOL OF MATHEMATICS 

FINE HALL 

PRINCETON, NEW JERSEY h:arch 30 , 1936 

Dear Doctor Flexner : 

I have received the letter which I enclose herewith from Professor 

Cartan. I vall of cou se tell him in reply that the University and the In-

stitute are both closed in September , so that there is no chance of making 

use of his kind offer to lecture at that time . 

In view of the action of our trustees which authorized invitations 

to all three -- Hardy , Levi- Civita and Cartan - - it would seem to be in or -

der noVi to write to Levi- Civita in the same way that I wrote to Hardy and 

Cartan . Also, since it now appears that there is a chance that Nils Bohr 

would be available , a great deal could be said in favor of substituting his 

name for that of Cartan. A visit from him might be quite significant for 

the deve l opment of theoretical physics both in the Institute and in the Uni-

ver sity, and I know that it would be welcomed by everyone connected with the 

Uni versi ty. 

However, in vi~v of what you wrote me in your letter of March 27 , 

I feel that you vrould like to consider both the Levi - Ci vita and the Bohr 

question again before anything i s done . So I am mer ely reporting the situ-

ation to you , with a request that we may have a chance to talk it over some-

time in the near future . 

Please return the Cartan letter as I have not yet answered it . 

Dr . Abraham Flexner 
20 Nassau Street 
Princeton , 1! . J . 
OV : GB 

Yours sincerelC,~ ~~U-

Oswald Vebl en 
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THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STIlDY 

PRINCETON, NEW JEIlSEY 

Fine Hall , !.'Arch 30 , 1936 

Dear Mrs . Bailey: 

I shall be glad to attend the Trustees ' 

\.ieeting in Fine Hall at 11: 15 a .m., Monday , April 

13. 

Mrs . Esther S. Bailey 
20 Nassau Street 
Princeton, N. J . 

Oswald Veblen 
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plloat14 &I .U li1 u4 th.· _ .S_Uoa 1a J .. len.,. .. we bo?-4 $3.000.000 wonia 

ot tax-IIDIIp' I_Ul ... * Uae J .. J .... Legi,lat.v.N &114 t.he GoYI1'IIOI' are a' 
. , 
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AliIft.tlHAM FLEXN&:ft 
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Dear"Prof ••• or '.bl18' 

'1'haak 70Il tor YCllU'. of ' UI.. 23rd la reter_ \0 haYiIlC all 

... ideat for 11111& BlaQ. 'lb. 1"eqaed __ to •• 811 ... Ure17 I'.aoaabl. 

ae. ud I re.l 8"\U'e that we oaa wigle U b\o ill. 1Ia4«et wi thou' 48pU't&ac 
I 

conlbacted. as I .zpldae4 \0 ,OIl u4 YOJ!. 1_ r_terdq. Laagf.14 

ba. alb4 lUI it there 11 ear ~.llIlli Q' o~ .. JOll down here for .. roll1lC 

. olllla. tll.1 Round •• 1Ibo 11 \0 be II&J'rle4 \0 one of the l .. \rua\or. 1. 
I 

hie dePartment. She 11,... la ... 0ruce. ana ~Ild baa "lfl ... lU»'. 
Sou\h OrlUlCe &441' ••••• that 111 •• Roundll ... _ll. _ Ifl ... 1ak. pl"Okbl1 

oyer \hll w.eIc-.4~ I th1U: \h. tlr."t ,ear \he "o~ .lP' 1111 mad. \0 I"UZl 

-
troa Oot<m~1" 1 \0 N7 1 . ... Ule "".1' .,nthe ... '0 lie f&1l'l1 ftOaIIt . 

-
III \hie wq. 11181 Bound. - 01' 111M .. ., I/IIq 1M Hl_te4 - woul.41M ee1UIIC 

, 
.. M&b6l' .,nthl, Mlal'1 l1li4 1iOUl4 Iwre a CQ04 I., YaaaUOII!. 

'. 

Prot .. lor 0awa14 '.1_ 
J'lu 11.11 
P1"1110 ••• , I .. l.-r.", 
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THb INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY 

SCHOOL OF MATHEMATICS 

FINE HALL 

PRINCETON, NEW JERSEY !:arch 23, 1936 

Dear Doctor Flexner: 

This note is intended as a memorandum of our conversation last 

week. The mimeographed notes,which contain a record of the work done in 

some of the lectures and seminars conducted by professors and other mem-

bers of the Institute, have become very important . They are sold at a 

price merely covering cost of materials , and they have a considerable and 

growing circulation both locally and among universities and individuals in 

various parts of the world . With this the mechanical problems of produc-

tion and distribution have become quite heavy. During the present year 

much of this work has been done by Dr . Taub, but as he is leaving us to 

take a permanent position at tha University of Washington it will be neces-

sary to make some provision for orderly continuance of the work. The Uni-

versity, which also issues such notes , contributes to the common enterprise 

the services of Professor Tucker in general supervision, and assignment of 

two or three part- time assistants yo operate the mimeographing machine . 

Up to date the most practical suggestion is that Kiss Blake should under-

take much of this work done by Dr. Taub . This would make it neoessary 

for her to farm out a good deal of the typing which she has done hitherto . 

Earlier in the year we also discussed and agreed upon the desir­

ability of giving more help in the preparation of manuscripts and notes to 

our more distinguished temporary members . The fact that this had not been 
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Dr . Abraham F1exner - 2 March 23 , 1936 

provided for in the budget made it awkvnurd to put such a plan into operation 

during the present academic year . 

Wiss Blake and I estimate that if $1000 were provided in the bud-

get both of these additional enterprises could be taken oare of . They are 

both in the nature of normal devel opments of the essential work of the School 

of' Mathemati cs . 

Dr . Abraham Flexner 
20 Nassau Street 
Princeton , N. J . 
OV :GB 

Yours 

Oswald Vebl en 
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• near PJ'oteuor VeblOl 

I bne ;youn ot the 28~ w1~ 1;M 

eilaloel1re regard1Dc the Iaterlatloal J.!atbe­

lllI1tioal ~ .. ot l~. It I get· a .~r . 
to apeak with Mr. F08diak e_ tI_ III the UU' 

f'uture I shall take ocolUll~ tie IN' MIl an hb 

~rd and to mention to hbl the alte ... ti .. 

propoBitl~ wh1eh ;you and Letsahete _eubm1t1. 

m..r dJll:lel'8q. 

PrOt0880l' Oswalcl Veblen 
Fine ·Hall - . 
Prim.tOll. New Jeraq 

, c 
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THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY 

SCHOOL OF MATHEMATICS 

FINE HALL 

PRINCETON, NEW JERSEY January 28 , 1936 

Dear Doctor ?lexner : 

T enclose herewith a E:,enorandwn on the question of' an international 

mathematical congress rhich I mentioned to you a cO'-lple 01' weeks ago . At that 

time ~"ou intimated that you might be willing to take the matter up with Kr. 

!"osdick. ::n case you do so, : wish to menticn the i'act that .'arr .. n -:-eaver 01' 

the Rockei'eller ~oundation is one of the group in the kathematical Society who 

are keen on holding the sBl!li-centennial celebration. On the other hand , Lei'-

schetz and I and some 01' the other people who are more seriously interested in 

the science itself' , i'e I that such a celebration is both useless scientif'ically, 

and a waste of' time and energy f'or all who are drawn into it . But it would 

be very dii'i'icult f'or us to refuse to take part because such an attitude would 

be generally misunderstood. We should like to def'lect the movement into use-

ful channels and the coroposal which we are now making is the most promising 

one which we have been able to think of' , but it obviously will require a cer-

tain amount of tact . 

I don't want you to bother with this matter ii' it should cause you 

any real inconvenience . I had been intending to try to speak with fr . Keppe l 

about it , but was a bit discouraged by the f'act that he seemed to be so oocu-

pied at ?resent that it would be bard i'or an outsider like myself' to get his 

attention. 

":r . ",braham !"le=er 
20 ,:"ssau 'treet 
Princeton, :" .J . 
iJV : G3 

Yoars sincerely, 

Oswald 7eblen 
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THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY 

PRINCETON, NEW JERSEY 

~ine !'lall , January 25 , 1936 

Jear _-TS . 3"':' ley: 

I hope you will par don me for not havin;; pre-

viously ~iven :-ou ~he fo=al notification that I expect 

to atts!ld the '!'rustees' ::'~eeting on . onde.y. 

~ enclole herewith a short note for Dr. ?l ex-

ner -r:ili"h I believe ou~ht to be brought to his atten-

tion before the meetin;; on hlonday in case he feels it 

desirabl e to bring the matter up . 

Yours sincerely, 

o~YA 
~s . ~sther ' . 3ai1ey Csna1d 7eblen 
20 rassau .treat 
?r mceton .. _ . • J . 
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~3!!OP.A1lDUM REGA..'lDD<G THE r::rEP_,-Id'IOl!AL !!A.THmATICAL CONGRESS OE' 1940 

It is the custom to hold an international congress in mathematics 

every four years . It seems desirable that at the International Congress to be 

held this summer at Oslo an invitation should be given to hold the congress of 

1940 or of 1944 in the United states . This we believe would be possible if the 

eo::.oense ~rr 1 be underm-itten to the extent of ~25 , 000 . 

_lll illvitatio: such as proposed, if ma e by representatives of the United 

states, wo-..ld be in !,-ccord with the usual pr ocedure . T!:ere is no permanent organ-

ization ~ charge of these international mathemat_cal congresses analogous to t e 

international unions in ph sics , astronomy, chemistry, etc . , since mathematicians 

have felt such an organization unnecessary, there being practically no other co­

operative work of an international character which needs to be done in mathematics . 

Consequently each congress is left to organize the next one . 

The congress has never before been held in the United states , chiefly 

because of the expense . It Vias generally felt that it would be necessary to 

offer pecuniary inducements in order to bring any large number of distinguished 

European mathematicians to a congress so far from all the European centers , and 

I for one have always felt that this would be undignified . Conditions now have 

chanoed so t hat V~ feel that such inducements would no longer be necessary, and 

we think that a congress hel d in the United states would be likely to be a suo-

cess . The expense involved would be chiefly .for t e publioation of the Pro-

ceedings , for the clerical services required for the organization, and a r eason­

ahle amount fo r enterlaimnent of delegates . 

The Proceedings of previous congresses are books of permanent scientific 

value . It is reasonable to expect that the proceedings of our congress would be 
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a worthy coni;inuation of this series . The interchange of ideas and opinions 

among scientists has bro~6ht forth valuable results at all previous congresses . 

Therefo e I feel that the money asked for would produce direot and valuable 8ci-

entific results . 

: have talked the question over particularly with Professor Lefschetz , 

who is the _'resident of the American :.:athmna.tical Society, because of a secondary 

thou6h ~_ortant consideration. Arrangements are being made for a celebration 

in 1938 of the fiftieth anniversar' of the founding of the Anerican :'athematical 

Society. Bot Professor Lefschetz and I feel that such celebrations are waste-

ful of time and energy and likely to be sterile so far as scientific results are 

concerned. It has occurred to us therefore that if we oould deflect the energy 

which wo~ld go into this oelebration into the hol ding of a mathematical congress , 

it would be a very decided scientific gain. 

~he arran&ements for the semi- centennial celebration arn apidly taking 

fom , and nothing r~s been done about the international congress proposal because 

of the d:fficulty of finding the funds . There is an understanding in the c 

mittee of the --atherAtical Sooiety which has the matter in oharge that if the 

funds can be found within a couple of months , then it may be possi l e to substi-

tute ··',e oonbress proposal for the semi- centennial. But it would be necessary 

to act before the se --centennial plans are much further advanced than they are 

now. 

e see no possibility of raising the amount of mPuey needed except by 

an appeal to one of the great foundations , for the Uathematical Society, the Re-

search Council , and other soientific organizations interested in mathenatics , are 

having their p~ds ful l to keep the ~thematical periodicals afloat . 

-'ill he lp or advice whic 'oU oould bive us in this matter "''Quld be 

greatly appreciated . 

Januar - 28 , 1936 
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THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY 

SCHOOL OF MATHEMATICS 

FINE. HALL 

PRINCETON, NEW JERSEY January 25, 1936 

Dear Doctor ~lexner: 

I spoke with J ean Eise~rt l ast week about the possibility of a 

joint invitation of the Univers ity and the Institute to Professors Cartan, 

Hardy, and Levi- Civita, who are going to be in this country next fall on 

account of t he Harvard Tercentenary. For various reasons he has not yet 

been able to give me a definite answer , and so I have not been able to make 

any definite report to you . 

What I proposed to him was that the University and the Institute 

together should offer each of these gentlemen a stipend of $2000 for the 

period ending with the Christmass recess or at some appropriate earlier time 

in the autumn. If the University should participate , this wou l d involve an 

eXDendi~re of ~3000 by the Institute . If the University should not part i -

cipate , I should favor the Institute 's going ahead with the matter anyhow, 

and t his would cost us $6000 . I think i t would be worth while from several 

points of view; but I do not think that the money should be drawn from our 

appropriation fo r the usual stipends . It would , however , be appropriate to 

use for t h is purpose par t of the fund for the visiting professor . If you 

agree , I wonder whether you would wish to have t he expenditure author i zed at 

the meeting of the Trustees which is to be held on J onday1 

Yours sincerely, 

O~t!~· 
Dr . Abraham Flexner Oswald Veblen 
20 nassau Street 
Princeton , N. J . 
OV : GB 
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