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Dear Professor Veblen:

lirs. Bailey has handed me Mr. Bauhan's bill.
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FRANK K. AYDELOTIE
EDOAR 8. BAMBERGER
ALEXIS CARREL
ABRAHAM FLEXNER
JULIUS FRIEDEN WALD
JOHN R. HARDIN
ALANSON B. HOUGHTON
SAMUEL D. LEIDESDORF
HERBERT H. MAASS
WINFIELD W. RIEFLER
FLORENCE . SARIN
WALTER W. STEWART
PERCY §. STRAUS
OSWALD VEBLEN
LEWIS H. WEED

LIFE TRUSTEES
LOUIS BAMBERGER
MRS. FELIX FULD

She asks

me just what the procedure was, whether the Board or the Executive

Committee authorized the preparation of the plans.

I myself know

nothing of it beyond the fact that the blueprints are here in the

office.

Mrs. Bailey will have to certify to Mr. Leidesdorf the
auspices under which Mr, Bauhan was engaged. You will sce what I

mean from the impression of the stamp below, which is used on every
requisition sent to Mr. Leidesdorf. Will you please let me know
precisely what she and I can and should do?

I am returning herewith Mr. Wilson's letter to you.

Thank you very much for letting me see it.

Ever sincerely, (L . —f-,
=%\
APPROVED FOR PAYMENT
Professor Oswal :

Princeton, New Jersey CHARGE: ...........
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THE INoTITUTE FOR ADVANCED S1JDY
SCHOOL OF MATHEMATICS

FINE HALL
PRINCETON, NEW JERSEY December 2, 1937

Dear Doctor Flexmer:

I enclose the bill from Mr, Bauhan which you suggested I ask
him to send in. I inguired how he computed his charge, and he said
that it is 25 per cent. of the estimated cost of the improvement, which
he said is the usual charge for preliminary plans.

I also enclose herewith a letter which I have received from
E. B. Wilson in response to a request for advice about the publication
plans of the Americen Philosophical Society. TWithout much relevance
Wilson volunteers an sccount of the discussion he had with Mr, Fosdick,
which I thought might interest you. I presume that the letter wasin-
tended onlsr for me and the other members of the Philosophical Society
Cormittee, but I thought it could do no harm to show it to you if it
goes no further. I have arranged the letter so that you will come
without delay to the part which is of interest. Please return it
I;rhen you have looked at it.

! Yours sincerely, ’/_’&‘
Osmell TR,
Dr. Abraham Flexmer
P.0. Box 631

Princeton » Nade
OV:GB



:mm»meum
m:umw.m-qutnun . i
be adnitted to the Insbituto for tho current s .

Ever sincerely,

ABRAZ1E FLEXNER
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THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY
SCHOOL OF MATHEMATICS, FINE HALL
PRINCETON, NEW JERSEY

September 24, 1937
Dear Doctor Flexmer:
I am returning herewith the letters from
Professor Bohr and President Siege I shall be
glad to discuss the situation at the University of
Washingbon with you whenever you have time.
With thanks for letting me see these let-
ters,
Yours sincerely,
(Nowsld filen
Oswald Veblen
Dre Abrahem Flexmer =
P.0, Box 631

Princeton, H.J.
OV:GB
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THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY
SCHOOL OF MATHEMATICS, FINE HALL
PRINCETON, NEW JERSEY

September 27, 1937
Dear Mrs, Bailey:

Professor Veblen asks me to let you kmow
that he will attend the meeting of the Trustees of
the Institute for Advenced Study in New York City ¥
on October 11, 1937.

Sincerely,

N
o

Mrs. Esther S. Bailey
P.Oo Box 631
Princeton, N.Je
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£ UNIVERSITY OF WASHINGTON
' DEPARTMENT OF MATHEMATICS
SEATTLE

July 3, 1937

Dr. Abraham Flexner
Institute for Advanced Study
20 Nassau Street

Princeton, N, J.

Dear Dr. Flexmer,

I was very glad to hear that you have sent on
the invitation to Neils Bohr, and I have just written to
him a letter in which, among other things, I expressed the
hope that he would not find American so hectic as he did
last spring. I think there is every reason to expect that
his visit will be a very profitable one for us.

Hag anything further been done zbout Dirac? I
am reminded of this because we had a postcard from Mrs.
Dirac this morning. They are in Budapest, and he has been
wanting to go to Russia but they feel doubtful whether that
is wise under the present circumstances. Dirac and Bohr are
great friends, and it would be fine if we had them both in
Princeton at the same time.
L
Last night I saw in the paper that Morgenthau has
asked Riefler to take gharge of the gold buying of the govern-
{ ment. Does that mean that Riefler would have to be in Washington
or will it be merely incidental to his other activities?

liy factory here is still working at full pressure.

*
! As ever,
7‘:-""—»&-//—;#1—«//-, 0. Veblen
OV:HT
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WEe s Y S hane S, 180T

Dear Frofeusor Veblem:
T am terribly sorry that before writing you as I 414 in refierence :
to Bohr I 444 not carefully esamine the correspondencs. I do remesbor nost of
the details which you yesall in your leftor of Jume 14, but I evidently forgot the
. main thing or at least one of the main thing?, namely; the salary proposed, Of
course, under the circumstances I shall abide by our agreement, =snd I am writiag
Bohr by this mail to that effect. I cuite agree with you that in view of the
size of the honorarium Bohr shoubd practically confine himself to Princeton during
the term. I wonder Lf you can make that clear to him by ewplaluing that is the
~ practice of the pagular members of the staff. e
mm;mmlmum»-.m-mammm"
with me. 1 am very happy indeed o Mnow $hat you both had a lefsurely trip throwgh
the gountry to Washingtén and that Mrs, Veblen is impressed by the faot that after
all the United States Ls a more extemsive domain than Epgland, w-mutp-__ =
manifestly inferior in a good many other respects. i =
: t.mu.m-urmonuummuum
1e just begluning. The oldest inhabitamis tell us that there has mever beem gueh
.mmmmnmnm.-um-punnmmnsi:-af};;
_ summer which has made o gentle a heglaning. _ At
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Professor Veblen June 23, 1937 2

: Cur only worry 1s Burcpée. What is happeming in Spain is heart-
rending. I ghall not be happy until Hitler and Mussolini are dangling at the
end of a hangman's rope, for without them the Loyalist Coverument would have
easlly maintained its own.

We have had a lot of politics here since you left. I suspect -
that the Supreme Court bill is dead ani that Roosgvelt has all but split his party.
He 18 glving the members of Congress a picnic at the emd of the week in the hope
of healing the breach, but he and his man, Parley, have counted too heavily on
patronage, relief, and last November's big majority. It is too bsd when he had
it in his power to continue to do great things, but the thing has obviously gone
to his head, and there are many indications ﬁ@t he 18 paying the penalty of a
"swelled" head. Farlcy 48 lylng very low.

Ve are geiilng ready to go to camp, presumably at the end of
thie week., |Vasn't it understocd that you and your wife ware golng to drive
by on your way %o Maine?

Ramember me very wa.mly to Mrs. Vsblen, and bBeliev: me

Bver sincerely,

% s AT T I Sl s

P.S.

I am emclosing a copy of my letter % Professor Bohr. I cam't tell you how
sorry I am for cansing you ary dismay such as you must naturally have felt when
you got the letter that was waiting for you at Seattle. 5

LI -

Prof esscr Oswald Veblem
Department of Mathema.ics
University of Washington
Seattle, Washington

AF; ESB
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UNIVERSITY OF WASHINGTON
DEPARTMENT OF MATHEMATICS
SEATTLE

June 14, 1937

Professor Abraham Flexmer

The Institute for Advanced Study
20 Nassau Street

Princeton, N. J.

Dear Dr. Flexner,

I found your letter of May 31 here on my arrival the day
before yesterday. 1 was very glad to have the news from Princeton
and particularly glad that you have really enjoyed the spring there.

My letter to Bohr did specify £6,000 as the salary for one
term. This was, however, not at my suggestion because the whole
matter was initiated and the terms laid down by yourself. TYou will
probably recall that after an interview with one of the temporary
members, you came to feel that our work in theoretical physics ought
to be strengthened and transmitted through von Neumann a request
that I should write to Bohr. I composed a2 letter embodying your
suggestions and brought it to a meeting of the Buildings and Grounds
Committee which was held in New York on March 26. You read it over
carefully and made one or two changes. I then went to . Maas!
office and had it typed and sent it off in the hope of reasching
Bohr before he sailed from San Francisco. I asked Miss Blake to
send a copy of the letter to Mrs. Bailey.

I am recalling these matters in detail because I should
never have thought of mentioning a stipend to Bohr without very
explicit authorization. Nevertheless, I am convineed that your

- original suggestion was the right one., If Bohr does come, I hope
very much that his visit will be definitely to Princeton end that
during the time he is there he will not be traveling around and
giving lectures elsewhere to any considerzble extent. We really
want him to take a part in the everyday life of the place. Giving
‘him a generous salary will, I think, have the same influence in
this direction that it has upon our regular professors. As far as
I have observed, the latter feel a very deep obligation to give all
their best efforts to the welfare of the Institute.

May I venture one other suggestion: namely, that,if you
decide to extend the invitation to Bohr, you write to him yourself
in your capacity as the director. If you let me know that you have
done so, I can then write him an informal letter on a personal and
scientific basis.
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Dr. Flexner -2- June 14, 1937

I am already well established here and have been provided
with an office and stenographic assistance. I have also reestablished
relations with Dr, Taub and hope to push on rapidly with the writing
which we have in view. The trip out by automobile, although a long
and ‘circuitous one, has been a real vacation and I am feeling quite
fresh once more.

Elizabeth joins me in wishing you and Mrs. Flexner a very
pleasant summer.

Yours sincerely, p/

0. Veblen

OV:HJ
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May 71, 1927

Dear Profecsor Veblen:
I have your interesting letter of oy 19 with the enclosure from
Bohr., I ehould have answered you more preaptl;. bat I have had to be -ut of town
a number of times, and there has been a great deal to do here. However, I do not
believe that anythineg of importance has 'boen lost, inaamuch ae Bohr can make no ar-
ranzement at this time,
I assume that you have not mentioned a definite salary to Bojhw. It
seems to me that your sugrestion of $6,000 for a three ponths' term is excessive,
for 1t amounts to $12,000 per annum vhen we Lave never given a visiting prof essor
_above $10,000, and my inpreéslon. is -~ though as to this I may be mist:ken - that
-in conversation with you or vom ¥eumanr or both, I made the sugseslon that visiting
professors shiould be invited om the basis of $1,000 per month. I Bohw spendis
three months in America, 1t seems to me that he would be reasonably recompensed
+1th a salary of $3,000 plus perhaps his transportation from Stockholm to Princeton
and return, the latter being an addition to anything that we have pald heretofore,
but I think £t not unreascnable to add this 1n the cnae of a person who comes for

a brief period.

I think we should-bear in mind that the other schools are all going
in coursas of time to wish to be able to extemt similar invitations, and we eannot

lose sight of the fact that at the moment our expenditures are pretty close to the
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Professor Veblea May 31, 1937 2

end of ocur income,

I have no objection to our listing distinsuished visitors as members.
Thether the other schocls, as they continus, will eare %0 carry on the same precedent
I do not ¥now, We ha'e rather procesded upon the theory of autonowy so that there
is no reason that I can ses why each ach ol =iould not do what 1t pleases.

It is a Dity that you and Mrs, Veblen lost this epring im Princetoen,
for of the four springs which we have spent hers this kas been by 2il odds the most
beautiful, It has been cool and sufficiently wet to keep the bléssoms on the tress
an wmusually lonz time, Anne and I have lingered on and will probably siay till
the twelfth of June, after which we will go to Few York to remain there until sbout
the first of July - then to Magnetawan, .

| Our mmbers are melting, Jommnie and Harietia szil Wednesday.
%oyl has pone. Lowa and ¥itrany ha.Va left, and EHerzfeld goes in the near future,
Papofsly is thindnz of remaining here in order to complete a set of lecturas which
he 43 to give at Bryan Mawr next eession.

All of us joinm im all good wisixes to you and Mrs, Vebleu.

| Evoar sincersly,
Fine Hall
Princeton, Hew Jersey
APy 138
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April 12, 1937

Dear Professor Veblen;

In reference to our telaphone conversation this morning I should like
to suggest that, 4f I were in the place of the mathematical growp, I should not
allow myself before the end of the year tc be caught,as the group 1s caunght, by
reason of the fact that Frofessor Weyl has recently discovered a promising candi-
date for a stipend in the person of a Japanese mathematician. I should set aside
a sum of $4,000 or $5,000 which I would not touch until, let us say, May 1 or some
other arbit®ary dste,and thus bs enabled to take advantage of a surprise candidate
Iike the Japanese mathematiclan in question.

1 do not believe that the Bergmann case is tharreal obstacle since
in the matter of Bergmann we are doing precisely what we did for Alexander in
a simllar manner concerning Ziypin a few years ago. :

The budget of the Institute is in a different position. It is made
up by Mrs. Balley, Mr. Leidesdorf, and myself a good many we=ks in advance of the
annual meeting held about the middle of April. It would seem to me a pity to
make any ‘one select an assistant, if he has not found the person, prior to that
date. I see no reason why, if one of the mathematicians finds among those
receiving stipends someone whom he muld like as his assistant, he should not be

allowed to have him, no matter if this decision is postponed as late as October 1
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Professor Veblen April 12, 1837 2

or later. We have had irregularities of this kind to manage previously, and
there has never been any difficulty about it, buf, if I were in your place, I
should do in the fund for stipends precisely what I do in the general income
of the Institute. I simply will not spend it all on the theory (first) that
it will do no harm if a ceriain amount of money is returned to the treasury
unspent and (second) I am in position %o take oare of a gemuine surprise if
anything of the first magnitude presents itself in the course of the following
year. In other words, don't allocate money to the last dollar jmt because you
have 1it. ‘

VYery sincersly yours,

ARRAHAM FLEXNER

Professor Oaswzld Veblen
Fine Hall
Princeton, New Jersey

AF: ESB
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April 7, 1937
Dear Professor Veblen:

I have yours of the 6th regarding
lre. Calkin and I will send him & notlice to the
effect that you have esked that he be nsmo.d as
your assistant for the year 1837-1938, und that
his salary will be {1800,00.

Ever sincerely,

ABRAHAI FLEXNER

Professor UOswald Veblen
Fine Iiall
Princeton, lew Jersey

AF/HCE
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THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY
PRINCETON, NEW JERSEY

Fine Hall, April 6, 1937
Dear Doctor Flexmer:

I should like to have Mr, Jolm W, Calkin
of 20 Ware Street, Cambridge, Mess., eppointed as
my assistant for the yeer 1937-38. Mr, Calkin
is taking his doctorate at Harverd this June, and
has done his work chiefly under the direction of
Professor Stone,

As Mr, Calkin is married I should like to
suggest that his selary be $1800.

Yours sincerely,

(fi);yyraiadféidfé;ﬁ
Dre Abraham Flexmer

P.0., Box 631 Osweld Veblen
Princeton, N.J.
QV:GB
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April 3, 197

Dear Proiessor Veblen:

I really owe you an apology. I went to sown Thursday afternoon and
did not returnm until last night. Hence the dslay in sending you the blue print,
which I wey have to ask you Lo return to me as Mr. Black sent me only a few, dut
I don't like polling votes by mail or any cther irregular procedure, but in
this 4nstance putting on all the steam I can progress is slow - so slow that it is -
now almost certain that the men will be disappointed im their hopes of getting into
tielr houses by Cctober 1, They :;7:5::: soms temporary and, I fear, inconvenent
arrangements for several months longer. I really hate %o bother you about any
of these mloute real estate details, They aren't worth your time and attention.
T ings that are worthy of your cerebfations are the School of Mathematics in
general, your o+m work in particular, and the Institute in its educational aspects.
In the long run, notling else really matters.

I am returning Haldane's letter. There is, I think, nothing we can
do except to awalt a possible furdher communication from him, 1If and when it
arrives, we shall of course live up to eur onsagements..

Thank you for getting Miss Blake to send a note regarding the seminar
which you are giving in the University of Washington during the first temm ‘of the

summer quarter.

With all good wishes, Sinoerely yours,

ABRAIAM FLEX Ny
Professor Oswald Veblen
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THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY
PRINCETON, NEW JERSEY

Fine Hall, March 31, 1937
Dear Mrs, Bailey:

Professor Veblen asks me to tell you that it
is the Welker Ames Professorship of Mathematics under
which he will conduct a seminar on the Theory of
Spinors at the University of Washington in the first
term of +the summer quarter,

Sincerely,

%,WMJ_.
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March 71, 1937

Dear Professor Veblen:

You will remember at the mesting of the Commlttee on Bulldinge and
Grounds some dipsatisfaction was expressed with certaln detalls of Mr. Black's
rough drawing, and I was authorized to see Mr. Black and present them for his
consideration. I asked Mr. Plack and Mr. Woodbridge to meet me in Princeton
Saturday afternoon, and we had an hour or more together. The upshot was that
Mr, Blacksw the force of drawing the dividing lines between prmo perties in such wise
that the number of square feet w@d be approximately the same and that the more
or less triangular shape of some of the lots should be modified. It was also
sugzested that instead of two lota fronting Merger Street the pro.erty should be
s0 divided that there would bs three of approximately equal area.

Yesterday Mr. Black lunched with Mr. Leidesdorf and me in New York
(Mr, Maass at the last moment being unable $o attend, saying that he would abide
by any decision which we three reached). The ocutcome was that there was a
decision in favor of leaving the eircle approximately where it wasbut reserving
the middle of the three lots fronting Mercer Street as a future entrance if 1it.
was at any time deemed desirable to make use of it. The sixty feet easement
botwoe:#mr property and Mr. Maxwell's is to be retained. Om this proposition
Mr, Lciﬂo;dort and Nr., Maass and I voted in the affirmative. I am sending this

report to you and President Aydelotte. Will vou please let me know your position?
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Professor Veblen March 31, 1937

It is imposeible, I think, to continme the discussiom of the
subject longer, for Mr. Riefler must sail within two weeks, and the bullding
costs are rising. 7 Of those who are to purchase the property, all are
satisfied with the arrangement which I have descrided.

Sincerely yours,
ABRAHAM FLEXNER

Professor Oswald Veblen
Fine Hall
Princeton, New Jersey

AFI RSB

P, 8.

" Sinece dictating the above letier tiis morning I have commanicated with
Preasident Aydelotte by teleprone, and he-has authorized me to cast his vote in
the affirmative.

" I am sorry that the time left for action 1s so short that 1t is impossible

to get anotheor meeiing of the committes, I am going to commnicate with

the members of the Executive Committes by mall or teclephone today and get thelr
authorizations Informally regarding the expenditure for street and sewer. Fatters
of this kind are of such slight general importance that none of us - certainly
nelither I nor Aydelotte nor you - has the time to Sake practically a d-y off

to go to New York for further discussion regarding them.

P.S, #2
Thank you for le$ting me see Professor Wheeler's letter which is very
gratifying. I return it !a rewith.

P.S.#3

I have just shown the blue print - of which I will send you a copy -
to Mr. Sincerbeaux, He regards Black's scheme as "excellent" & "modern".
The line between Johnnie's line & the central lot can be still further
moved so as to equalize the areas; ditto between the central lot & Weyl's.
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THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY
PRINCETON, NEW JERSEY

Fine Hall, March 29, 1937

Dear Doctor Flexmer:

lr., Maass kindly had the letter to Bohr re-
copied in his office, minus the last sentence. I
am sending you the copy which you corrected, for
your recorde

I enclose also & polite note from Wheeler
which you might like to glance at as bearing on the
situation in theoretical physics.

Yours si.ncerel@y,w)d m

Oswald Veblen

Dre Abraham Flexner
P.0.Box 631
Princeton, N.Je.
0V:GB
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THE ..NSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED »I'UDY
SCHOOL OF MATHEMATICS
FINE HALL %1
PRINCETON, NEW JERSEY lMarch 25, 1937

Dear Bohr:

We, that is to say our group of mathemeticians and theoretical
physieists, would like very much to invite you to spend a term at our In-
stitute next year, and Dr, Flexner is faveorable to this idea but is not
yet sure whether the necessary funds will be available. I am therefore
taking the liberty to write to you informally about the question to find
out whether you would be gble to accept in case the funds are available.

I am sending this letter by air mail in the hope that it may reach you be-
fore you leave for Japan., If it does, I should appreciate a reply in
which you would also give me your next address,

The proposed invitation would be for one of our two terms, with a
stipend of $6000. The first term is from October 1 to Christmas, end the
second term is from January 23 to May l. Either term would be satisfactory
to us,

We should of course be glad if you would give a few lectures or con-
duct & seminar, but the main desire would be that your colleagues, especiaslly
the younger omes, should have a chance to discuss scientific questions with
you.

We have some hope that you will consider this proposal seriously
because we feel that you might welcome an opportunity to influence and to
keep in touch with the development of physiecs on this side of the Atlantic,

i oF

e iife ] ntatgeon more. nttractlve we should be- g]:&d to sug-
believe t ?/ Fle}mer woufld agree, \that your engagement with the
itut\g shefild be annual hﬁe, ove‘r a perlod af-,.b'say. five years.

Yours sincerely,

Professor Niels Bohr

Care Department of Physies Oswald Veblen
University of California

Berkeley, Califormie

OV:GB
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THE 1.~STITUTE FOR ADVANCED »>(UDY
SCHOOL OF MATHEMATICS
FINE HALL
PRINCETON, NEW JERSEY March 24, 1937

Deer Doctor Flexmer:

I enclose herewith a copy of the letter to Haldane which I sent off
lest night after making the verbal corrections which you suggested. I feel
that I was very much at fault in not having written you a note to embody my
understanding of the matter after our first discussion. My recollection
agrees with yours that I explained that Haldane was interested in the appli-
cations of mathematics to biological phenomena. The exact field to which
he proposed to make the espplications is gemetics. The project is an experi-
ment to determine whether mathematics (I don't mean here our School of Mathe-
maties in particular) can profitably extend its activities into the field of
genetics as it has already done into theoreticel physies and chemistry. I
thought that the support for this would approprietely come from general fumds
rather than from those already allocated to other purposes. In this I was
doubtless influenced by my earlier experience on the committee administering
research funds for the University.

My understending of the outcome of our conversation this morming is

that the Haldane stipend, if it materializes, should be put under some other

heading than the $30,000 stipend fundj but that on the other hand, salary for

Bergmenn, who is in feet acting as Einstein's assistant, should appear in the

| list of stipends chargeable to this fund, In order to make the present situ-
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Dre Abraham Flexner - 2 March 24, 1937

ation quite clear, I am appending on amnother sheet a statement which shows the
commitments against the $30,000.
You will be interested to heer that there are three or four extremely
strong and young candidates for the remaining §$1200 in this fund.
Yours sincerely,

O ocil] Vohter

Oswald Veblen

Dre Abrahem Flexmer
P.0O.Box 631
Princeton, N.J.
OV:GB

PeSs Perhaps I should explain that the stipend for Bergmann has
not been acted on at & formal meeting of the mathematical professors, but
since I saw you I have consulted each of them individually, end they suthor-
ize me to recommend to you that the stipend should be granteds It is there=-
fore now in order for you to notify Bergmamn of the stipend in case you epprove

ite a v
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March 23, 1937
Dear Professor Veblenm:

Y I have yours of the tweaty-second this moraing. My memory may of
course be at fault, but I camnot recall that,when we spoke of the Haldane matter,
any mention was made as to where the funds were to come from, and I merely assumed
that he-was being invited here without increasing the genersl budget of the School
of Mathematics, which I have felt for some time was as large as we can afford with
our present resources and with the present condition of the budgets of the other
schools,

I enclose your letier with twe minor alteratiocns. I see no objection
to your writing Haldane in practically the terms you sug-est, provided it is
understood that the appropriation will come from the remainder of the stipend
allowance., In fauture it might be best if after spesking of matters of this kind
you sent me a note embodring your understanding, for in this way we should avoid
the sort of misunderstanding that appears to have arigen in this 4instance.

Mrs. Balley gave me her outlins of her conversaticns with you over the
telephone on Saturday morning. If she understood you correctly, your objection
to using the stipend money for Haldane was $Shat his field was blology. ¥y recol-
lection is that, whem you spoke to me, you explained that Haldane was interested in
_ascertaining whether mathemgtical processes could not be applied to biological
plhienomena. Had you said bilology in simple terms, I should, I think, have replied,
as I have often replied to similar requests im other fislds, that unfortunately our
work 1s limited by our funds to the three schools now im operation, and this would
automatically have excluded an appro riation for a worker inm blology. Not a day

passes that I do not get attractive applications from thoroughly competent persons

who wish to work in other fields, and I invariably decline them on the groumd ..
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Professor Veblen March 23, 1937

that we must hew to thq lines set by the three schools which we are now

trying to develop.
Very sincerely yours,

ABRAHAM FLEXNER

Professor Oswald Veblen
Fine Hall
Princeton, Hew Jersey

AP:;ESB
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THE 1.NSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED »>IUDY
SCHOOL OF MATHEMATICS
FINE HALL

PRINCETON, NEW JERSEY

March 22, 1937

Dear Doctor Flexmer:

My recollection is that I made the suggestion that
Haldane should not be on the mathematical budget when I first
raised the question with you. Then you authorized me to go
ahead and negotiate with the University, I thought that it was
on this basis. In point of fact it is not very likely that
Haldene will feel himself in & position this spring to agree
to come, so that the whole question is likely to remain an
academic one. If you approve, I will send him the letter of
which I enclose a copy, in the hope that we may hear something
definite on the subject before the Institute year closes.

Yours sincerely, 3
(D g td Yo

Dre. Abraham Flexner Oswald Veblen
P.0. Box 631

Princeton, Ne.J.
OV:GB
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March 18, 1937

Dear Professor Veblem:
The dentist pgave me a respite yesterday morming until Saturday, so
I came to Princeton yesterday afternoon to remein umtil late tomorrow afternoon
in order to catch up with my mail. I do not knmow how long he will want me next
weeks I am suffering no discomfort, but there is a lot of repalr work to be done
and he is not certain how long it will take.
I find on my desk a letter from von Neumann suggesting stipends to
Carlson, Feenberg, Ketchum and Richardson, to each of whom I shall send the
qaun]. official notice, as von Neumamn suggests.
o There is elso a letter fram you asking me to write Professor Hhuv
: .;afonning him that a stipend of {1000 has been appropriated for him for the
first term of next year. This I shall also attend to.
I shall write Dr. Tildsley with reference to the rumor that & new
college is to be started in Q@em and let you see his answer when I receive it,
While I was in New York I worked over the budget for next year. We
can count, barring absolutely unforeseen contingencies, on an income of approxi-
mately (300,000, and perhaps & little more. The budget of the School of
'mue-. omitting entirely Dirsc and Bohr, is §143,020; that is, we are

practically
spending on mathematics/one~half of the total incame of th r-uuh. Ide M
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lMarch 18, 1937

Dear Professor Veblem:
The dentist gave me a respite yesterday morming until Saturday, so
I came to Princeton yesterday afternoon to remain until late tomorrow afternocon
in order to catch up with my mail. I do not know haw long e will wvant me next
week. I am suffering no discamfort, but there is & lot of repair work to be done
end he is not certain how long it will take.
I find on my desk a letter fram von Neumenn suggesting stipends to
Carlson, Feenberg, Ketohum and Richardson, to each of wham I shall send the
q-un]. offiociel motice, as von Neumamn suggests.
: - 4 There is also & letter fram you asking me to write rofessor Hlavaly
* Informing Mim that s stipend of $1000 has been apgwopriated for him for the
first term of next year. This I shall also attend to.
I ehallr write Dr., Tildsley with reference to the rumor that a new
college is to be started in Qu.—eens and let you see his answer when I receive it,
Vhile I was in New York I worked over the budget for next year. Ve
can count, barring absolutely unforeseen contingencies, on an income of approxi-
mately {300,000, and perhaps a little more. The budget of the Sehool of
‘Mathemstios, amitting entirely Dirsec and Bohr, is $143,020; that is, we are

practically -
spending on mathemetics/one<half of the total inocame of the Imstitute. I do not

—



Records of the Office of the Director / Faculty Files / Box 32 / Veblen, Oswald 1936-1937
From the Shelby White and Leon Levy Archives Center, Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, NJ, USA
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object o this disproportion = quite the contrary = because mathematiocs is the
~. lpohrhud with which we have made our way, but I am sure it will be obvious to
you that until our endowment has been substantially inoreased so that something
'cen be dome to develop the other two schools, the ot set aside for mathematics
j cannot be inercased,
This bears on the invitation to Haldane. I have e copy of your
letter to Compton under date of November 30, 1936, in which you svg-est to Comptom
it Professor Heldane should be invited for two terms at a salary of {2500 a '
"tem, Princeton University end the Institute each to pay half of the salary”. Im
your letter of larch 17 you propose a comnitment on the part of the Institute of
£2600, .nd also that it shall be cHerged against the general budget, the latter
beingz e point which, as far es I can remerher, wms not previously raised. It
would geem to me that the sum In question should elther be charped to the
- £30,000 set aside for stipends, or, 1f this amount has been alloecated, should
| come. out of the awount which hes béen rrovisionally reserved for Dirrc. I mey say
| that I em endeavoring to get fram another sourse momey for both Dirae and Bohr,
and I shall let you know as soon as I know the result of my efforts.
Wiith these conslderations in mind, I should wish the mathematicians
to arrange the Haldane matter in the way that seems to them best, but there ought
te be an wnderstanding that for the present and until our inoome has substantially
inoreased the reguler manthematiocal budget cannot be inoreased beyond the sum
above mentioned, namely { 143 020,00,
Ever sincerely,

Professor Oswald Veblen ABRAHAM FLEXNER
Fipe Hall '

mm. New Jersey -

PeSe I assume from your note that it is not necessary for me to write Professor
\ licCoys Let me know if you wish me to do so.
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THE 1:«STITUTE FOR ADVANCED 51'UDY
4 SCHOOL OF MATHEMATICS
FINE HALL

PRINCETON, NEW JERSEY

March 17, 1937

Dear Doctor Flexmer:

‘/%ou will recall that we have often discussed the fact that
there are a great many mathematical teachers in the colleges of the
New York metropolitan area, and very few mathematicians., It is now
being rumored that & new college is to be started in Queens. TVould
it be possible to get in touch with seme of the people in suthority
who might be accessible to good advice in the choice of a head for the
Mathematics Department in this college?

If a sufficiently intelligent person were chosen for this
post he could very rapidly build up a strong department by merely giv-
ing opportunities to the excellent young men who are coming on the mar-
ket at the present tims:,x'

I have no doubt that if physics, Greek or any other subject
were substituted for mathematics, the above remark would still apply.

Please do not bother to reply to this letter unless by some
chance something should oecur to you which I might do about this ques~-
tion.

Yours sincerely,

: A A

Oswald Veblen

Dre Abraham Flexmer
P.0s Box 651
Princeton, N.J.
QV:GB
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Dear Professor Veblem:

Since we parted this morming I have had interviews with both
Riefler end Meritt on the subject of buildings and grounds, and a telephone
talk with Mr. Sincerbeaux, who told me thet with his other work he simply could
not do in the next few days what you requested him to do this morning.

I find myself drawn into a vortex which I have been preaching against
all my life, namely, that universities devote an inordinate amount of time to
just such operations. It is perfectly plain to me that Riefler and Meritt are
tired of it, and I am sure that if I did as much speculating and walking in
connectlion with the problem es they have done I should pgive up building and
simply rent additional space at 20 Nassau Street.

| - I am quite clear that at this moment we have neither the time nor
the money to bother about the Olden Manor and the Olden Farm, for there is
actually a question as to whether, with falling interest rates, we will have
money next year for Dirae or a Greek scholar whom leritt would like to bring
over for his Agora work. Such being the case, the Olden Farm, the Olden lanor
and landscaping are out of the question, If we embark upon them we will find
ourselves on the same a.ort of ineline plane that has landed the Johns Hopkins

University in the mire.
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I told My, Sincerbeaux to limit his report to the Battle Road and
Mcreer Street lots, and he assured me that he could take care of this in sueh
a way thet if ever we wished to do anything with the Olden Farm he would not
have prejudiced that plece of property from any point of view.

It is my comviction that we will never heve eny academic buildings
on the farm, and I have such grave doubts as to the use of the Manor for social
purposes that if I had to vote on the matter now I should vote in the negative.
Fortunately, it does not have to be decided now end I ean take time to think.

The problems which we need to settle at this time are (1) housing
for the faculty end (2) closing up of the golf course trensaction. Let's
concentrate upen these and get them finished so that Riefler and his assoclates
may at once be enabled to get hames for themselves and quit thinking and speculat-
ing on the subjeect, for it really does not interest them. The golf course matter

+ may drag along & little lomger, but 1%t will be settled in the way we desire.

I feel no inelination whatsoever to take up the question of &
building, for I am not clear enough in my own mind es to what we want. I would
far rather rent additional floor spece in 20 liesseu Street and cet our minds so
full of the purposes for which we exist tiut we will all become relatively
indifferent to buildings and grounds. Iir. Gilmen had a great university in two
old boarding houses, and the present Johus Hoplins, with a beautiful campus, is
on the rockss I am all for the boarding houses and opposed to the rocks, as I
Iknow you are at heart. It is, I think, quite clear thut these things bulk mueh
less larpely in your mind then they do in mime or Riefler's or Heritt's, for we
aere strangers to themjy but I fear them, as I fear the plague, for these young men
bursting with ideas end alive to opportunities, who find themselves distracted
by thinge in which .ey are not interested, though . so far as the housing is
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mmm“mhm;mmottmuw to settle
their problems in a brief period omce and for all, as you settled yours many

hY

years ago.
" With all good wishes,
Ever sinecerely,

ABRAMAM FLEXNEN

/

Professor Oswald Veblen
Fine Hall
Princeton, New Jersey

 AF/MCE

Pe S« I am sending copies of this letter to Riefler ard Meritt.

Aes Fo

Pe 8. #2. Since I dictated the above, Meritt scd I have driven the whole
length of Battle Road. I am more than ever pussled as to why there should be
any difficulty at all. Dattle Road is not a highway or traffic-way. It is a
residence street and a side street, It corresponds to the horizontal line in
the letter "H". There is 2 highway at one end, and there is nothing thet we
can do, it seems to me, with the blocks om whieh your house and our lots are
situated beyond accepting the present layoub.

Ag far as lendscaping is concerned, it seems to me out of the
guestion to think of it in comneotion with Batile Road, as now leid out, and
there is no occasion for even ralesing the question at this time in comnection
with the Olden Farm, the future of which is absolutely darke. There will, of
course, be a street as wide as we choose to make it from Mercer Street to the
Olden Farm, past the end of Battle Rosd. No unusual width is required and
henoe we meed not saorifice all the space we own on the far bloeck of Battle Road.

It is my opinion that we should recommend the completion of Battle
Road as now laid out, leaving for the future all other gquestions. On the lines
I propose we can get & decision at the next Board Meeting; on any other basis
a final decision will be postponed "till the cows come home".

- gvery =
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Onoce more I romnt to the umforeseen expense the moment we get

inte the reel estate business. Ve have spent on 65 Alexander Street

three times the amount amyoms expected. If we start on Battle Road and

the Olden Farm, the only way to meet the expense - foreseen and unforeseen =
is to cut the mathematies budget seriously, for that school is the only one
which spends so large a sum that a reduction of any size can possibly be made.

Le F
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THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY
PRINCETON, NEW JERSEY

Fine Hall, December 4, 1936

Dear Doctor Flemmer:

Here is the little sereed which I prom-
ised to send you. It, of course, contains nothing
which you have not thought of long ago, but I hand
it on for the little that it is worth.

Sincerely yours,

ole.

Osweld Veblen

Dr. Abraham Fle:xmer
P-Oo Box 631
Princeton, N.de
OV:GB
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/i‘ha progrem of the Institute is to give its permanent members an
opportunity to pursue scholarship unhampered by any of the handicaps which
such an orgenization can reasonably be expected to eliminate. It is also
its poliey to give a similar opportunity for limited periods (usually a
single academic year) to temporary members. Some of these are men or women
who have recently attained the Ph.D. and who need not only the freedom of
opportunity implied by their residence at the Institute but also inspiration
and help from the professors., Some are mature scholars whose primery need

| is temporary release from routine acedemic obligations. In the second class

| of cases it is often possible to induce the university to which the scholar
is attached to give him leave of absence and pay half his salary. Men of
this sort derive a great deal of stimulus and help from their association
with the younger group as well as from the Institute professors. The latter
derive a2 great deal of stimulus in their work from both groups of temporary
members. Indeed, meny if not all of our professors will testify that they
receive more from the visitors than they give.

The significance of this establishment, consisting of a permenent
group of scholars year by year in contact with a steady stream of colleagues
from 2ll parts of the world, is already well understood throughout the academic
world, It is increasingly thought of as something which could not be dimin-
ished without serious loss to this world.

1t would be herd to exaggerate the importance of the stream
flowing through it to the Institute itself. If this stream should dry

up, there would be danger that the "academic heaven" would
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approach the state of Nlrvany'

, The funds which the Institute devotes to the stipends for temporary
members are matched and probably exceeded in amount by the contributions from
outside sources. Every university which grants a member of its faculty leave
of absence to come to the Institute is making a contribution to scholarship

L_OI:: definite pecuniary value. This is by no means always & routine matter,
A recent letter froin a professor at the University of Wisconsin begins:

"President Frank has giveh me permission to accept your offer of a
year at the Institute, which I am very glad to do. He says he won't
kmow exactly where the money will come from until the budget is adopted,
perhaps not until next summer, but that he will get it somewhere."

YEB various universities end foundations (e.ge Trinity College, Cambridge,
and the Rockefeller Foundation) which send young men here on fellowships are
all making finencial contributions to the seme cause,

The founders and trustees of the Institute therefore have a right

to feel that their gemerous support of scholarship is receiving recognition
not merely in the form of words of praise and gratitude, but also in the more

concrete form of pecuniary support and ready cooperation.
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December 4, 1936

lUear Professor Veblems .

I heve been seratehing my head before replying to your note of the
30th. The difference between "rights” and "privileges", undor the circumstances -
existing here, seems to me almost metaphiysical, and I should be very sorry
indeed if the time ever came when it had to be relcad end sett:leé in contrect
or other definite form. iihy eamnot we go on as we have bepgun, on the basis
of jointly affording each other courtesies, opportunities, and good will? To
legael agreement can furnish a {irmer tusis for colperation, Take, for example,
the relationship between the Johmns Hopkins Heospital and the Johns Fopkins
Uedical School. The Hospital is absolutely controlled Ly the Lec‘ecal School =
on vhet basis? Good will and mutusl intereste They lave different Boards of
Trustees, different fumds, overlapping expenditires, and yet there is not a
single line in print or in writing defining anything. levertheless, there is

"no equally sound oo&peratl.'fe relationship between eny other hospital and eny
other mediocal school, dospite the fact tiat in all or most other instances
legal comtracts deiiniur (s relationshipe exists

If the question which you raise is taren up in reference to Fine Hall, .
it will inévitnbly spread to the Librery and to MeCormieck Hall, end might finally
influence both institutionms in their entirety, with the reau].; that the Imstitute
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\ﬂth its small endowment ' ould move out, start an indopendent career somewhere

\ ' else, and spend a large part of its substance on bﬂldilgl,.\mh.p, ete.,

\ rather then on professorial salaries. Irinceton has gemerously recognized the
contribution which the Institute makes to our joint interests. I am not aware
of any serious point at which we have been hampereds Quite the eontrary, I em
inclined to think, es I have already told you, that we have hampered Princeton
by overcrowding Fine Hall, - liy whole instinet, therefore, is to"let sleeping
dogs lie"™ and notto mention "rights" and "privileges" or anything else, hut
quietly go about our ﬁuninua of developing science and training s small Lend-
picked group ammually, | [

lilth very great reluotance I spoke to Professor Smyth on the subject
of parking. Iiy reluctance was duwe to the fact that parking seems to me a
superfluous detail, jJust as eautomobiles themselves do. I should not coneidoer
it in the lezst a hardship if those ,oomieotod with the Imstitute should all have
to park on Washington Road. They would then hnve about threo minutes walk to
the entrance of Palmer, through whioh they could reach Fine I‘ialno I have a
longer walk f{our times a day, and teke it by using rubbers and wmbrella, us a
rule, even in bad weather. In my stk duys I could mot es much us afford
a street cur, though I had over a mile to walk, and I eannot see thut I s fered
as & result, Irs. Bailey, in good weather and bad, has to get her breekfast
outside and come to the ofﬂt;o, and liiss Eichelser has a twnty-mlxiute walk to
her breakfast =nd to office, and they are both in hale, good health. The same
is true of scores of persons associated in different capacities with the
University. |

Frofessor Sm;th was gemrm.and colperative, He sald at once thnt'

every permanent membor of the Imstitute group in Fine He " would' have space for
{
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Wy Pt ke hy wikes e o b
1 his car and, in addition, persons who come on the basis of visiting professorships.
: I don't see how we can possibly ask more or expest more, ie said that there
still remeined e small margin, but I told him that he should do what he plo;uod
with it, for it would be a source of embarrassment to us if we hnd.a.dditionl.l
spuce for & few cars end then had to decide whether we should extend the
privilege to Professor A and Doctor B and Assistant C and then stop when we
reached Poctor D,

The whole thing loos to me extremely trifling and may contain the
germ of an explanation of a phenomenon thoet I hove never understood, namely, why
university presidents are sometinmes dictatorial over trifles. Perhaps it is
because these pin pricks contaln elements of danger snd 3t is best, in the long
run, for somebody to say "yes" or "ﬁo' without malking the question at issue a
matter of discuscion betwsen different departments,.

I write this 1n -1 kindness, I do not believe that I myself should
have the slightest difficulty in living on the heppiest possible terms with any
person wio is now in Fine Hall, though I kaow perfeetly well thut the persons
there are temperamentally different. T should eimply subordinate myself to them,
in view of the fact that the use of Fine Hall hus given us the use of the library,
the librarian, Janitor service, telephone service, und luxurious quarters, nﬁd
what is more important then all these put together, the easy opportunity for
conference, codperation and contact with other men interested in mathematics
and mathematical physiss. We nust make & cholce = to continue our oonemtioi
with Princeton, lgnmoring everything that ie mot of prime importance, or to set

up shop alone. In the former case we oan hope to develop a great institution;
:!.n the latter event we shall have a small one, and the first subject to suffer

‘ would be mathematies,

Always sincerely, ,omAHAM FLEXNER

AF/MCE
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Dceember 4, 1956

Veur P'rofessor Veblens .

Thank you for the two letters in
reference to I'rofessor Bohr. I um delighted that
this has been satislactorily arranged.

bBver sineerely,

ABRAHAM FLEXNER

Professor Oswzld Veblen
Fine Hall
Prinseton, Iew Jorsey

oFf1CE



Records of the Office of the Director / Faculty Files / Box 32 / Veblen, Oswald 1936-1937
From the Shelby White and Leon Levy Archives Center, Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, NJ, USA

COPY FOR TEE INFORVATION OF DR. FLEXIER

December 1, 1936

Dear Frofessor Bohr:

Tie are sorry that you will not be able to stay more than & week in
Prirceton, ut we are of course delizhted to have you here at all,

In order to be guite definite, I repeat that the understanding now
is that you will spend the week of February 7T=14 in Princeton, and will re=
ceive an honorerium of $250, The subjects anncunced for your lecturss will
be two lectures on"The general problem of meesurements ir atamic theory’, end
one on your"Recent work on transmutetions of etomic nucleif Of course if
you dhould decide to chenge the subjects of the leotures for any reason this
would be quite acceptable. But everyone would be interested in the subjects

1ich you have proposed.

Yours sincerely,

Ogwsld Veblen

Professor liiels Bohyr®
Universitetets Imstitut for
Tecretisk Fysik,

Conbngatiiy’® sennari

0ViGB
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THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY
SCHOOL OF MATHEMATICS
FINE HALL

PRINCETON, NEW JERSEY
November 30, 1936
Dear Doctor Flexmer:
I wonder whether this is an opportune time for reminding you of the
gquestion of our status in Fine Hall. I should like to have it established on
the basis of rights rather than of privileges. To take one example among sev-

eral: /

At present I have to eppeel to Professors EHarry Smyth end /or Tracy
Thomas in order to secure the parking privilege for & member of the Institute.
In my opinion a certein number of parking permits should be available for mem=-
bers of the Institute without further discussion. This is, of course, rather
& minor question, tut it illustrates the general principle. A number of weeks
have elapsed since eny special case has been discussed by me with these gentle-
men and it should now be possible by 'loolr.ing over a list of the permits issued
for the Palmer-Fine area to see how the present arrangement works out in prac-
tice.
Yours sincerely, ’

7 / //f

A ML( %
Lt

Oswald Veblen

Dr. Abraham Flexmer
P.0. Box 631

Princeton, N.J.
OV:GB
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THE «»NSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED sTUDY
SCHOOL OF MATHEMATICS
FINE HALL

PRINCETON, NEW JERSEY
November 25, 1936

Dear Doctor Flexmer:

Thanks for the copy of your letter to
MacDuffee which I have just receiveds It occurs
to me that you might be interested in the follow-
ing extract from a letter which MacDuffee wrote me:

/ "President Frank has given me permission
to accept your offer of a year at the Insti-
tube, which I am very glad to do, He says he
won't know exactly where the money will came
from until the budget is adopted, perhaps not
until next summer, but that he will get it
somewhere,"

Y4

I did not think of semnding it to you before, but it
now occurs to me that this is a good example of the
spirit of cooperation that we are encountering in
connection with these grants.

Sincerely yours,

CQ.I-U\N—Q&_L—Q—Q;__.

Dre. Abraham Flexner Oswald Veblen%‘ i
P-O. Box 631

Princeton, N.J.
OV:GB
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THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY
SCHOOL OF MATHEMATICS
FINE HALL

PRINCETON, NEW JERSEY

November 21, 1936

Dear Doctor Flexmer:

The errangements are now complete for issuing a formal in-
vitation (on the recormendation of the mathemetical group) to Profes-
sor Cyrus C. MacDuffee of the University of Wisconsin to be a tempor-
ary member of the Institute during the year 1937=8., The exact amount
of the stipend depends upon the comsiderations set forth in the follow-
ing paragraph of a letter from Professor MacDuffee:

"My salary is something that requires more than methematics
to figure out. The nominal salary is $5,000, but we have & waiver
system which brings it down to $4,140. for this year. The figure
for next year will be somswhere between those bounds, no one lknows
where,"

I would suggest that the letter to MacDuffee state that the amount of
the stipend will be equal to the part of his salary paid by the Uni-
versity of Wisconsin but not more then §2,500.

Yours sincerely,

Oswald Veblen

Dr, Abraham Flexner
20 Nassau Street
Princeton, N.J.
QV:GB
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COPY

November 14 19036

Dear Frofessor Veblen,

I thenk you for the kind letter from you and Professor
Eisenhart smd look forward very mach to come to Princeton according
to your kind invitation, I em sorry, however, that it will hardly be
possible for me to stay in Princeton for more than a week, &8s on ae~
count of my duties here I shall not be able to leave Copenhagen as
early as I hoped when we last swmer in Tisvilde talked about my vi-
sit to America, I might propose to be in Princeton in the week from
February T°F 11 14", end during that time to give three lectures:
two on the general problem of measurements in atomic theory and ome
on my recent work on transmutations of atomio muelei, Abowve all, of
ecourse, 1 greet the opportunity of discussions with you and your col-
laborators &t the Institute for Advenced Study and to learn about the
progress of experimental investigations in the laborateries of the
Princeton University.

(Signed) NIELS BOHR
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November 11, 1936
Dear Professor Veblen:
I awoke this morning with the strong comviction that I am by no
means as clever as I thought, for, if anybody was ever completely takem in, I was
~ taken in by you fellows last night, and it is not the least satisfying feature
of the whole business what I had been since Sunday congratulating myeelf upon my
- superior cleverness. Well, {t is newer too late to learn, and I now once more
' have been taught that it is well for a men not to thimk too highly of his own wits.
Aside from this I was very deeply touched by the spirit which was
shown by the members of the various groups last might, I think I must have been
extremely clumsy in expressing and showing how decply I was touched, and I shall
be grateful to you if, as occasion offers, you tell your utocuto:h;!}at they did
and the way they did it pleased me far beyond anything that I could say or do on
the spur of the moment last night, To have with my assoclates the informal rela-

N : :
;" 4 onship which came out in that incident gives me greater satisfaction than anything

| that has happened since I came to Princeton to joim you and them in this new enter-

' prise, It shows that we have oreated a lplrit of gamaraderie which affects not
‘only the professors but includes me, and my one regret is that the women 1like m
\-u-. and Anne and others, who have dome their part in the same spirit, could not

‘al @ have been presemt.

e A y
I

All this, as you have a chance, you oan make clear as you and your
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Prefessor Veblen November 11, 1938 2
agsociates laugh over the incidemt at tea within the next few days, but 1% is

not unfitting that I should add something that is meant for you alome. )
I should be very distressed if I thought that you could possibdly ’:
misunderstand the letter which I sent you because last night's incident was much :
more characteristic than anything else that has happened. No matter whether you
and T d1ffer on a matter of detail, I do not for a moment lose sight of the fact
{hat pu are the maker of the School of Mathematics and without that sohool, fash- :
ioned as you have fashicned 18, the other schools would lack an ideel towards -
which they can strive. Om the other hand, let me ask you this: I am not of thoh
‘common type of college or university presideat. Tell me quite candidly alwﬁ s
what is in your mind. If it imyolyes far-reaching plans, do as I suggested in
my recent letter. Put them on paper, and give me a chance to think of them, for
| T am 1living in a very high atmosphere for me, and I need time to think ﬁropoﬂllo;l
| over, fcr, until our endowment is complete, the financial side of every move needs b
-~ 10 e arefully considered. I don't want ever %o get inte the position of inati-
| vantons shieh are Tiscomsd by the lack of o fov thousasd Gellars. 1§ cem yeniily
understand that in the past it may have been necessary for you to feel your way
carsfully and that, if you had sald everything that was in your mind. you might
‘have accomplished far less tham you haye, but you need not employ such caution with |
me. Tou can be perfecily frazk withou fear thad eves an asbitivus ylam will 5%
weaken my confidence in the ultimate wisdom of your judgment. I want also, 4£3
hn, to reassure you about the University. No one tut myself kmows the kind of
helpful cofiperat ion which we have received,in mosat instances without the expendi- :
ture of a cent, from the Pringeton anthorities. Hardly a day passes that tlur' |
do not do something for us that we simply could net. dp for ourselves, and they do H

it modestly, unostentatiously, and without asking orespecting any return. § should



rese B T
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(r.fessor Veblem November 11, 1936 3

|'ie, therefore, to get our relations with the University om such a matter of
fut. basis that the questiom of .rclaﬁ.ulhlp is non-existent, and that is what

I had in mind when I deprecated a formal discussion by any group or all the groups
as to the question of the relationship between the Institute and the University.
Of course, as we grow, problems will arise, and we shall have to talk them over,
but such problems as have arisen up to now have nm been gapable of settlement
in an informal fashion, and that seems to me to De under the circumstances and for
the time bdeing ideal.

It would, I think, surprise you, if I told you, as I think I had
better not tell mno.l that one or $wo little matters of friction which have
arisen have been daproeatod to me not only by the n.bors of the Institute but
equally and with porhqn even more emphasis by members of the Untvm!.v. Where :
80 many pu'nm are ptheﬂd tmthor absolutely perfect harmony, never brokem by
the idiosynorasy of any person, can't be expected. It can't even be expedpd im a
small family, but 1t has no significance ;3 wast not be -piﬂod.fao please

1

congider this letter in the spirit of its content as a supplememt to the more reasoned
and formal letter which I semt you on &. and do not for a mement forget that,
as loag as I live, I ghall never foi-‘ot or fail to recognise the outstanding
importance of your contribut ion towards making the Instituté in poiat of standard
and personnel in mathematics and im other subjects what it is today and what I
hope it may continue to be indefinitely.
With all good wishes and ;orr deep appreciation,
Sincerely yours, \
: r'::.;:;- Oswald Veblen ABRAHAM FLEXNER 4
Princeton, New Jersey =

AF$ESB
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Bovember 7, 1936

Dear Professor Vebleni
1 have your note of November 5. I was surprised, as I told you in
| my Teply, on reading your memorandum entitled "Building for School of Mathematics",
| to find that you had gome 5o far afield as to take in chemistry and Dlology without
any previous commmnication to me im respect to this extension. Now to my further
surprise Illoam that your imagination has gone 30 far as to play a decisive part
in your thinking not omly about the future of the School of Mathematics but ‘f the
relationship of ‘tho Institute to the University. I feel that I lhould not have
T 'bo-, presented with a problem im terms of space when, back of the problem of
| space, there were, umlmown to me, implicatioms of which I had had mo intimation.
At the present moment the School of Mathematics is utilizing well nigh
i thp entire income from the original endowment of the Institute. The other two
| seeds which I was anxious to pln't. though there was some differemce of opimion
as to the wisdom of my recommendations, are existing on a minimal basis and will
paturally be entitled to 'pidor consideration in the event of any substantial
inorease of income. I value very highly your féﬂlh. fundamental thinking, but,
‘a8 there is no immediate likelihood, even should spage have been obtained, ot any :
such expansion as you apparently have beem thinkimg of, I should like to sugzest _
thtjmwitmnﬂntlmud sugeest lons to paper in the form of a memo- ‘i

i

. vandum to which I and my sugcessor gan have agcess when the moment you gontemplate .77.}
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 ‘Professor Voblen November 7, 1936 8
arrives, and I hope it -' before too long. u' far as your colleagues are
concerned, I should thisk {§ wise informally t0 lmpress wpon them theé fmportanse
‘of doing the utmost with the opportunities which you now possess, for, short of
a surprise, these opportunitics are not likely to be increased for some time to

+ come; and the opportunities must really be very great if a man like G.H.Hardy
asks me directly the question as to whether wemnally wish a monopoly on mathematics

! in Princeton. ;
| I feel even more strongly as to your int!.l;tiog $hat you have beem
thinking of the relationship of the Institute to the University and that you would
1ike to comsult your collesgues on that poimt alse. I should regard any dlsoussion

- om .thnt subject as inopportune and 1l)-judged. Knowledge that such a discussion
had taken place would almost inevitably spread and would do incalculable harm.

The rélations between the Institute and the University are very intimate, and
they are important to each other im woy: in which you and your mathematical
asgsociates do not and camnot posaibly kmow. A discussion on the'pert of the

| mathematicians on that subject would bde futile and might de harmful. It would

) be 1like pullingup a tender plant after a lhoit period to find out vhether it is
growing. BShould {% wver Decome necessary, as I hope 1% may never become necessary, :
%o have a faculty discussion on this point, the discussion could not be limited to
the mathematical group. It would be called by me, and would de attended by all
groups. 1 should preside and astively partioipate, for the very obvious reason
that, leaving all else aside, I am far Detter informed than any one im any of the
groups regarding the substance of the relatiomship, Any move that at this moment
suggests that that relationship bo modified, when i% is the rock on which we now .
rest, and anything that could possibly interfere with the type of collsboration :
which we are trying to work out would be deplorable. In my opimion, therefore,

" dnd*this 1s the resul® ~f yery careful reflection the whols subject should be

has : ‘

E‘ b et g z - P e
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Professor Veblen b= ovember 7, 1938
dropped and the entire inoident regarded as closed. Should the subjeot e
ment ioned by some one d.n'o. you can easily sidetrack 1t. At the moment we can
not expand in any direction or for any purpose. Let us, therefore, be as pro-
ductive as possidle in our individual capacities and in addition do what we can
for those who o;'.-n here for inspiration and guidance.

I trust that you will mot misunderstand this letter. You surely kmow
that I set the highest value upom the services which you have rendered to me
personally and to the Institute, but your memorandum and your letter have both
di{sturbed me, and it seemed %0 me only right that I should put you quite candidly
in full possession of every doubt that has erossed ny mind since receiving them.

With all good wishes,

Biaur_nly yours,

ABRAHAM FLEXNER

Professor Oswald Veblen
Fine Hall
Princeton, New Jersey

AV ESB

-

P.8. Hovember 9, xm
Since writing the above letter, I have had a call from one of the most
t men in the Princeton faculty in rofarence to a specifié topic, bdut
without any intention upom his part or mine we drifted into a discussion of
the mutual importance to each other of the University and the Institute, I
confess I was amged to find the enthusiasm with which he regarded the rela~

| tionship and his anxiety to contribute everything in his power to its permanence
'and its interaction. believe that this represents the general sentiment of

the Princeton faculty, and 1t surely would not become any member of the Inatitute,
which has been a beneficiary of Princeton hospitality, to ralse any question lht
affects the fundamental relations between the two institutions.
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November 7, 1938

;:
Dear Professor Veblem: | .- ‘1‘!‘
5
The phrase to whish you called my attention in my report, nemely,
"to take the seame action in Miss Goldman's case as in Professor Capps'",
referred simply to the payment of an ammuel honorarium, because at the present
tineumnotupluuhmwmbugotwthingﬁatmuldbemm
2 salary in dealing with persons of their eminence. These motions, which were  '*'-’
drawn up by me and which were in lirs. Bailey's hands, in reference to the two
-appointments, read as follows:
"l. That Dr. Edward Capps be appointed Visiting Professor _
in the School of Humanistic Studies for one year, begiming 3
October 1, 1956, with an honorarium of §200.00 & month, =
2. That Dr. Hetty Goldman be appointed Professor in the ﬁ
School of Humahistiec Studies, begimning November 1, 1936, a 1
"~ with en honorariun of §200,00 a month." %

There was, lMrs. Bailey says, a good deal of tallking going on at the
time these appointments were confirmed, However, es far as letters received by
us fram the members of the Board are oomoerned, there does not seem to have been
any question except your reference to Dr., Goldman's ummnt and a question
raised by Myr. Meass in reference to Dr. Swann's nmm; As a matber of

faot, both appointments were intended to be indefinite in temwe, as all staff

appointments are.
Professor Ogwald Veblen Sincerely yours, : B
Princeton, New Jersey  ABMRAMAM FLEXNER
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THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY
SCHOOL OF MATHEMATICS
FINE HALL

PRINCETON, NEW JERSEY

November 5, 1936
Dear Dootor Flexmer:

On thinking over your letter dated October 31 but re-
ceived yesterday, I find that the expectation thet our quarters
in Fine Hall would be extemded either on the Campus proper or
into & building across the street, has played a decisive part
in my thought about the fubure of the School of Mathematics and
Rts relation to the University. Since it now eppears that this

xpectation is not to be realized, my opinion on some of our funda-

tael problems has changed, I have no doubt that the same will
be true of my mathematical colleagues, and therefore feel that I
had better consult with them before replying to your letter. I
hope that this will meet with your approvel,

Yours sincerely,
() st Vbl
Oswald Veblen

Pr. Abraham Flexner
P.0. Box 631

Princeton, N.J.
OV:GB



Records of the Office of the Director / Faculty Files / Box 32 / Veblen, Oswald 1936-1937
From the Shelby White and Leon Levy Archives Center, Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, NJ, USA

THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY
SCHOOL OF MATHEMATICS

FINE HALL
PRINCETON, NEW JERSEY

November 5, 1936

Dear lrs., Bailey:

In response to your request for corrections to the
Minutes of the last regular meeting of the Trustees of the In-
stitute, I would submit the following:

With reference to the motion recorded on page 16 with
regard to Dr, Hetty Goldman,- my recollection is that the mo-
tion was not to appoint Miss Goldmen a professor, but rather
to take the action which is described in Dr, Flexner's report
es it,sppears on page 6; that is, to make an anmual appoint=-
ment eanalogous to that of Professor Cepps. In the motion as
made, according to my recollection, there was no mention of

\
any title.

Yours sincerely, / V
G st Vbl

Oswald Veblen

Mrs, Esther S. Bailey
20 Nassau Street
Princeton, N.J.

OV:GB
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November 2, 1936
Dear Professor Veblem:
I have given very thoughtful consideration to the gratifying memoe
randun submitted in beholf of the faculty by you and Mr. Riefler. I am inclined
to belleve that the attitude which the faculty group recommends is sound and that

we should make no commitment wntil im the course of mature 1t becomes unavoidable,
| The one change I would suggest is the following, that im place of

my commmicating such ideas as float mhl-rmrmtounu I think of the
problem, I will enbody them in confidential memoranda which I ghall seal and nquu
in Mrs. Balley's care. Im that way I shall feel free to change my mind, and there
will be absolutely no danger of leskage which inadvertently might take place under
~ the method suggested by the group, This is of course not mean$, as you well
understand, as a reflection upon their disoretion but rather as a msans of enabling
me to retract or wodify my opinions in the light of expefience and further thought.
' I am very deeply touched by the attltude of the whole group towards
me, and I trust that for the few remaining years nothing will ever disturb the -
spirit which has prevailed within the Ingtitute and bLeiween the Institute and the -
University. ' . .

o o ,
S
i > . » i i, [ 37
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- October 31, 1936
Dear Professor Veblen: . |
I have repeatedly read the statement 'hich you and Professor ¥
Al exander sent me regarding accommodations and have given a very conlidp;g'bln
amount of thought to the entire problem. |
One or two thoughts are clear: we have no present or, as far as
I can ses, future reason for taking chemistry and biology into consideration at
- all., It will be many years before our endowment is such that we can hope to
enter the oxparimont#l sciences and, if and when we do 80, some very lu"c
‘queltionl are involved golng far beyond the provision of studies for thn prdbasors
which those subjects need. The question reduces itself, theraefore,io the possibility
of procuring three large studies and two more small ones for the present staff.
w me to think that, if additional facilities were
provided, they would not be ocoupied by members of both staffs but simply by members
of the Institute staff, and thls wonld intoiﬂ a .;sepﬁi'alton which I think would be
[ . unfortunate for all concerned. For the present, therefore, inasmuch as an extension
of the fa.ol?.ltiu connected with ma Hall is not feasible, I think that it is the
lesser of tw ovils if we restrict our enrollment scrupulously to, ie will say, a
number around forty by excluding perasons who have not obtained the Ph.D, degree
'and who have not given plain indication of unusual nﬂ}_ty. It may fo that the
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Professor Veblen _ October 31, 1936 | 2
musber will fall below forty, but I should not regard that as a misfortune.
It may also happen that the opportunity to obtc_;n somsone uh Dimw make it
run above forty - a situation with which I think we can Cope, as ;hlnq- now lhnd

I have not lost sight of the fact to w;:ioh. I believe, Alexander |
first called my attention that numbers count for less in tho-ln_atlmto than in the
Oraduate School, for exampls, becauss of the fact that the Institute members are
often very mature and able and hence organise apu groups within themselves, but
it would be a grave error, I think, to push this type of thing loo: fu‘, for -!,t might
ultimately come about that the members would be teaching or mmfgrrigc or haﬂ.hc
contacts with one another rather than with the mature and pomonthcrmp‘ fhiah
really attracted them to Princeton. Vhen I think of what my intercourse with
President Gilman, Professor Gildarsleeve, and others meant to me fifty years ago
at the Hopkins and what Simon's informal and frequent contact with Dr. Welch wmeant
to him almost as long ago, it would seem to me that,if the men who are attracted
here are to get the most out of the opportunities shich they geek, they should
have abundant opportunity to come in contact with the Instituie faculty. They
have this opportunity in the form of lectures and seminars, but this 1is Aot w.
They should have in addition %o it every opportuanity for informal contact. Now
if inform~l contacts are well developed and easy, then the number of persons in fht
Institute 1s a matter of prime conaldemtion from the standpoint of the professor,
for if, for example, we gay that there are seventy-five or one hundred men in She
Institute who are to have a\'mh opportunity, then each of the permanent professors
would be oonplotW as far as their own Shinking is concerned. I 4o not
thersfore see any rsason for changing the p\osulon which I took when I urged
Mr. Bamberger and Mrs. Fuld %o establish the Institute and which I have reiterated
in dnr; Pulletin issued to the public and !.n mrr report read to the Board, namely,
that the Institute is a 1all affair and that, while there “ve a few stated lectures

Y " _

AR
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or ;-niml. its real uniqueness consists of the opportunity for men not only y
to confer with one another but to have easy access to the professorswithout
fesling that they are maiing any waduo demands wponfeir time. I camnot but feel,
therefore, that the gquestion of numbers is an important one and that our influence

in the long run will be the greater if we have a small number well selected who

really fe=l the influence and stimmlus of tho profnndu than if we have a’ la.i-gor :

nulbor whose opportunitias in tais ureouon are limited, 1

Fithout any mention of the aituauon of the mathematioclans ! have

(talked this thing over with the humanists and with the ecomomists, and I find their
» &y

thinking coincides with mine., I cannot see that the subjects really make any
dirrermo. wnethar ft is patholegy or physiology or mathematics or epigraphy or
economies. 'The great thing is %hat men who possess unusual thinking capacity

such as we have brought together should be easy of aocess to the persons who come

here %0 spend a.perlod with them, Shat 1s, alas, really 00 brief and that, therefom,
must be utilized to its maximum.
There is another point which is suggested to me by the attitude
of certain members of the Board on the question of stipenda. As you remember,
Dr. Weed objects to the stiponds om principle. Since the Board meating he has

" written me a long letter om the subject arguing his point, and I have replied,
\ defending the stipends. However, another Trustee has orally takem the thing wp ]

with me and has told me that not anlr he bnt other members of the ‘Board qnnattu tho r

= 21

'151_10! or qnnutty of the ltw - Al long as we utilige the stipends to blm
tocothor a small n-bii- of Mly chosen men, we oan hold our ground, but if

'tho numbers inorease, it is obvious that the abglition of stipends would still leave
us with as many workers or ﬂ_:n_‘,_n. in my judgment, wlo Ml*ﬂlmr to dring

together. There is, therefore, the possibility of which I think 1t would be a
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mistake for you to lose sight that the mere sugsestion of increassd mumbers
and the provision of additional space for increased numbers may tend to de-

prive you of an important selective weapon which you and your assoclates

, possess in the form of stipends.

However, the whole problem is not quite as simple as the mumber

given would seem to_ indicate. I have in the last two wecks talked with each
one of our reglsterel members. Curiously enough, the firet four or five told
me that they were working vith Princeton paofunon ltunhu't. Lefschets,
Bochner, Wigner, ete. This would appear to amount to a virtual reduction
of our numbers, thond: an increase in the Princeton mumber - an excellent
situation, However, I asked Eigenhart to anoortalp whether or not he and his
eolleagues would recommend an addition to our numbers which might mean an addi- .
tion to thelri. and thoir,-'snmr m- negative, greatly as they appreciate and

~ value the kind of parsons: we are bringing im, but they have their regular acadenl o
duties to perform, and they have got to watoh numbers. fence an addition to '
our number which might amoun® to an addition to their mumber is to be avoided.
On the other hand, the same argument works the other way around. Some - I do
not Jmow how many - of the Princeton men follow the lectures and seminars of our
faculty group and doubtless get into conference with them so that the Princeton

\ énrollment may therefore vithually increase our own. Between us the two
faculties have in the neighborhood of seventy advanced students of mathematics.
We may, I belisve, loave 1t to other universities to do the rest withdhe feeling
that we are doing our fair shuiu-e of the r;imr mathematical teaching in this
country. | e |

In .u falrness I ought also to memntion anolhor point, that u.

thonhnlbnrd-aot teaching any fixed number of -m-:t. is bound toul‘rfm

\ _year to year with the liber of the members. Nobody r  say in advange that
i i -

o R
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forty men this year will create precisely the burden that will be constituted by
forty men next year, but over a long period of years I think we are bound to assume
that the burden om the two faculties and the opportunities in the two faculties
to'cn.rr.r on their own work and to maintain an easy and close and informal rela-
tionship with men will approximate the same level. In w conversation with the

members I noticed im a good many cases a reluctance on theirpmrt to approach the

= ._.‘-{

.' members of the faculty in a personal way. I assured them that this is one of the
essential features of the Institute's organization and urged them to have no
! hesitation in so d;mlg. tut I could see that that aspect of the relationship between
professor and member has not as yet eatablished itself as clearly as we had intended,
and this may very readily be due to a feeling of consideration on the part of members
because they realize there are so many other mathematic:l workers in Fine Hall,
' A professor has atundant means of protecting himself against a member who may
have been inadvertently admitted. A positive effort may be required im Fine Hall
| -tc_: make the m‘an feel that within reason and without unduly 1irr1nm'm the
professor!s time for his own eriginal work, counsel, and guidance are meant to be
;/A provided, but the greater the mumber, the harder it will be to realize this feature
of our organization 'by which I myself hold great stors. _
The point of view which I have expressed in this letier is as a matter
of fact stipulated by Mr. Bamberger and Mrs., Fuld in their letter of gift.
I have continued my investigations into the problem of the Gateway Club,
. The financial burden resting upom the club is in the neighborhood of $35,000, far
‘\ in exoess of its value, and the University has, I u‘ persuaded after thorough and
- }‘ confidential investigation, a legitimate and urgent use mot ogly for it but for one

||or two other buildings of the same character. I am not in pouitin at this moment

%o explain precisely what these uses are.
Won't you share this with Professor Alexander?

(ovag) (T MO0STIY TVURS: mmAMAM FLEXNER.
Professor Oswald Veblen L 2



Records of the Office of the Director / Faculty Files / Box 32 / Veblen, Oswald 1936-1937
From the Shelby White and Leon Levy Archives Center, Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, NJ, USA

P.'.

~ In order to provide more spdge for the assistants 1t will
be posaidle to rent am additional roog at 20 Nassau Street in which Swo or
three of them could work if that should be worth while,

AT,
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Fine Hall, Princeton, October 26, 1936
Memorandum for Messrs. Aydelotte and Maass:

1. On Seturday afternoom I saw Professor Russell, and found that he is
leaving Princeton for the West in about three weeks, He is desirous of seeing Dr.
Flexner, end is going to invite the latter to his house so that they can discuss
questions on the groumd. I have commmicated this to Dr. Flemmer.

2, I talked with Mr, Paris, expleaining that with regard to the land the
present policy is first, to conserve what facilities it contains amd to try to use
these in such a way that the Institute would at least not lose money on it; and
gecond, to make a very modest begimning in the direction of improving the land by
reforestation, ete. I also suggested that we should be glad to make an arrangement
by which Mr, Paris would contimue to cultivate the fields which he already has under
cultivation, and perhaps extend his operations to other fields. He pointed out that
it is not reasonable to expect & return from fields which have been lying waste, until
some Time and money have been spemt upon them. However, he undertook to study the
question and to meke & proposal (1) to cultivete as many fields as he reasomably
could, and (2) to develop & modest plam of improvement which would not cost the In-
stitute more than §1000 e year. I am hopeful that we ean secure his cooperatiom
along these liness In the course of the conversation he salid that he knew of a man
who would be a suitable tement for the house which we looked over on Saturday morn-
ing, and agreed to suggest to this men that he should see Mr. Bergen sbout it.

8« With regard to the utilisation of the Olden Mamor, my wife and I got
some very helpful advice from President Aydelotte, as a result of which we probably
shall not initiate any genmeral discussion of the question, but make a few inquiries
and see whether it is possible to meke 2 begimning in & small way which would not

0./

OViGB Oswald Veblen

commit the Institute too far in any directiomn.
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A THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY
SCHOOL OF MATHEMATICS
FINE HALL
PRINCETON, NEW JERSEY October 7, 1936

Dear Doctor Flexmer: >

The arrangement with Professor!?ijayaragham was made in
October, 1935. It was that he should be invited to give one lecture
under the auspices of the University, end one under the auspices of the
Institute, the honorarium for each to be $100. It was necessary to
make the arrangement then because he was being invited to this country
under the auspices of the American Mathematical Society.

I took the precaution of getting it on record, when the final
arrangements were made in March of the present year, that everything
had been approved by Dean Eisenhart. I cannot recall that the matter
was brought to your attention or Mrs. Bailey's. It is quite possible
that I did not mention it, under the assumption that occasional lec-
tures and visits by distinguished mathematicians would be looked after
in the way which had become habitual.

At present the understending is that he shall come here and
stay for about a week, probably at the Nassau Club, end give his lec~-
tures on October 27 and 28 at 4:45 p.m. on each day.

I should like, if possible, to speak with either you or Krs.
Bailey about the proper way of taking care of this. Perhaps I can do

s0 this afternoon.
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Dr, Abrahem Flexmer = 2 October 7, 1936

I should also like to raise the question of having an appro-
priation of §1,000 for entertaimment and occasional lectures included
in next year's budget, and perhaps earmarked for that purpose at the
next meeting of the Board of Trustees. It would be very helpful to

reduce to a minimum the amount of formality required in meking such

Yours sinoereoly;‘—‘q m

Oswald Veblen

Dr. Abraham Flexnmer
20 Nassau Street
Princeton

OV:GB
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mugust 25, 1936
Dear Mre. Vehlens:

Inasmuch ee Anne ie busy with the first steps towards breaking
cemp and I heve at the moment little to do, I am enswering your extraor-
dinarily interesting letter from Vevey in her stead. Y¥c had also received
a letter from Mrs, ¥Yeyl written imSermeny and of course with very great re-
streint, but it was easy to see that your deteiled and vivid eccount only put
into plain words what Mre. Weyl meant to convey. :

There seema to be mo way of gresping at one and the same time the
peeceful life we lead here in the Cenadian woods end the turmoil and hatreds
end unresson which are sweeping over Europe. We slmost dread to open The
Times as day by dey it reports civil war in Spain, conspiraciee in Russie,
end the end of the Clympic truce in Cermeny.

There is little to report sbout ourcelves. The summer haes not
been quite up to its high stendard in point of weather, as the heat of early
July was followed by weeks of umusual chill, end for two months the awful
drought destroyed not only the crops but gave the leaves on the trees the
appearance of late sutumn. There were foresi fires all eround us, and the air
wes 20 thick withsmoke thet for dayes and days =nd deys it was igpossible to tell
whether the sun was shining or not. The welcome reins have, however, come at
lest.. The fires ere extinguished, but it is too lete to help the farmers or
the truck gardensrs who supply our neede from day to day.

With Jean and Elesnor both abroad most of the swmmer the camp has
been very quiet. Johnnie weas here, as you doubtlessknow, for a few weeks,
end Professor Irving end en artist friend paid us & flying visit from Muskoks.
¥ith these exceptions Anne and Mres. Basiley and I hawve held the fort alone.

%e have seen of course the Kirklands and the Meritis and a few other campers
whom I think you and your husband do not lmow, but for the most part we have
spent the mornings el work and the sfterncons, weather permitting, either

playing pingpong or walking through the woods or canceing.

Jesn returned from Englend a week earlier than she had anticipated,
end she and Paul have had a week here. Elesnor is leaving Southempton
tomorrow end is due to arrive in New York om the thirty-first of August or
next day. This explaine why we'are going to Tew York sarlier then usual.

Ve ere both enxiocus to mee her, and of course Anne wants to get the apartment
in order for her use eo we shall go down in two divieions = half of us Fridesy
end the other half Ssturday, erriving in New York early the following morning.

#e have had letters from the Einsteins, both Herr Professor end his
wifes Profeseor Einstein ies happy with hie seiling and his Rechmen. Mrs. Ein-
etein has not been very well, but she hae had, so she says, perfectly satisfactory
medicel atiention in Serenec and is hopeful that the good results will show in
the course of the winter. Margot is of course with them.

Thie is no such letter as you wrote to us. It rether reminds me of
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the old sdege: "Happy ie the nestion (or the femily) thet hae no histery® -
end thie summer our history is brief end uneventful.

inne joine me in effectionate greetinge to you and Professor Veblen
end in all good wishes for the remainder of your holiday and the yeer to follow.

Ever sincerely,

ABRAHAM FLEXNER

Mrs, Osimdd Veblen

Brown, Shipley end Compeny
125 Pall Mell

London, England

AFIESB
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Send the following message, subject to the terms on back hereof, whc'chmhmbyaomdb‘ Form 2

May 1, 1936
Professor and Mrs, Oswald Veblen
5.5, Britanniec
Pier 54, N. R. (West 14th Street)
New York City

Best wishes for a delightful voyage and a2 happy summer
We have had a wonderful year and Anne and I appreciate deeply how greatly
you both contributed to its success
Abraham Flexner

:'-".' W
- (Charge Institute for Advanced Study)

¥

a0k
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THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY
SCHOOL OF MATHEMATICS
FINE HALL

PRINCETON, NEW JERSEY April 20, 1936
Dear Mrs, Bailey:

I have tried to recall such parts of my éxtemporaneous remarks
at the trustees' meeting as might be of interest if written dowm in the
minutes. The result is the following modification of what you sent me
in your letter dated April 17:

lr. Veblen made an oral report regarding the School of

Vathematies, r king that the economic and politicel conditions
of the world hawe doubtless greatly accelerated its growth and in-

dicating his belief that these general conditions should make i 7
possible to develop certein other fields with Success ygut The

numbers in t}'ﬁ' School of Mathematics €¥é larger then originally
enticipated Contrary to what might be expected by analogy with
other educationel enterprises, this decreased.rather than increaseJ
the responsibility of the individual professor . The group"{'ﬁ 80
large and contains!so many brillient individuals that subgroups of
those interested in particular problems for:n“lspc)ntaneously £+ Each
person concerns/ himself with his own problems and confergiwith

others who Wré interested,. and no professer—ieunder—eny-—acmeulsion
to give hissiieniion -whereit—ts Tt to-iir-advestage.% If instead

=¥ .ot Pegsors would feel wm,concern akestmoN IRAIVIAUALl, &nd the load o

Coniaslipy

of sixty members of the School there were ten or fifteen, the ‘Ero\-f‘
s

responsibility would be very much greater than it W,

In response to a question, Mr, Veblen said a few words
about Topology, which is one of the subjeets for which Princeton is
femous in scientific circles, and described some of the ways in
which the Institute's mathemetical grou eoop%ates with other
groups in different perts of the world.¥+fHese sctivitiestare of
a spontapeous nature, but &#¥ greatly facilitated by the presence
of the ever changing, but thus far extraordinarily able end inter-

qsting/ group of ‘iﬂ:pﬂﬁy members.
[ .

This is probebly more exteénsive then you wish, but you cen cut it downm.,

Yours sincerely, V
¥rs, Esther S. Bailey Osvald Veblen
20 Nassau Street

Princeton, N.J.
OV:GB
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April 17, 1936

¥y dm Professor Veblen:

Doctor Flexner has uhﬂ me in preparing the minutes of the
recent meeting to repert briefly vour utmmooﬁo remarks regarding the
School of Mathematics. I submit the following for your sugzestions before
incorporating 1t in the minutest |

‘ Mr. Veblen made a verbal report regarding the School of

\ Mathematics calling attention t0 the fact that, although it was

important %o keep the school relatively small, it had resulted that
with larger mumbers tham were originally expected the professors had
less responsibility and that there were groups and sube-groups formed
speftaneously which were interested in ticular problems, all of
which was made possible by the larger than smaller numbers.
He pointed out that each person wemt about his owa problems and
conferred with others who were intereated and no professor was
‘under any compulsicn to give his attention where it was not to
tis advantage, and that thia method was possible because the :
numbers were somewhat large, that, if instead of sixty in the

| school there were ten or fifteen, the professors would feel a
concerp abouf each individual, and the load of nmumtw
.would be very much greater than it is.

With much appreciation, I am

stmomly yours,
ESTHER 8. MLE\'

Professor o-m "obla
58 Battle Road
Princeton, Hew ‘m
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Aprdl ¥, 1936

Dear Professor Vo‘hm

I have yours of the Srd in reference
hl Mr, Givens, Naturally, my approval follows
automatiecally.

I have also yowr letter of the 1l6th |
1npnmu1h.MNuL 1 am delighted thet he can
omhﬁtlut_itﬁoud I alse hope that
Schoenberg will obtain his post in his absence.
Your suggestion with respest to the fee of Dr.
Duren will, of course, be followsd.

Sinserely yours,
Profossor Oswald Veblen ~ABRAHAM £

Fine Hall
Princeton, New Jersey

A/moe.
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THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY
SCHOOL OF MATHEMATICS
FINE HALL

PRINCETON, NEW JERSEY

April 6, 1936

Dear Doctor Flexmer:

I should like to recommend that Dr, William L. Duren,
Jr., be edmitbted to the Institute for the year 1936-37 and that
the tuition fee be remitted in his case.

You will remember, perhaps, that I told you about this
case some days agod. Dr, Duren is teking leave of absence from
Tulane University at considerable financial saerifice. I have
recommended Schoenberg for the temporary position which will be
ereated by Duren's absence. There is some hope that this will
give Schoenberg a chance to work into & permenent position,

Yours sincerely,
Opersll Vbl

Oswald Veblen

Dre Abraham Flexner
20 Nessau Street
Princeton, N.J.
OV:GB
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Aprdl 1, 1936

Dear Professor Veblems

For the eake of & record I mnplylng to yours of Lareh 30,
I sorry that Professor Cartan canuot acoept the invitation ae yow
extended it to him. I would suggest, ¢ I sald over the telephobe, that
t.ho sum set aside for him might now be used to offer at ouce & prant to
Professor fhﬂc's choioe, m neme I forget, end that, «s you suggested,
you talk to Bohr when you see him abroad, There is no reusom wlv you
should not write Professor levi-Civita, the sum of £6,000 being available
for one purpose or another,

I um returning Frofessor lartan's lettier,

Simoerely yours,

ARBAHAM ¥ TUNER

Profescor Oswald Veblen
Fine Hall '
Princeton, Tew Jersoy

AF/lCE
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THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY
PRINCETON, NEW JERSEY

Fine Hall, April 1, 1936
Dear Doctor Flexmer:

I thought you might be interested in the
enclosed letter which is at least a sign that things
are beginning to stir a little bit in the Northwest.

Yours sincerely,

O

Oswald Veblen

Dro. Abreahem Flexner
20 llassau Street
Princeton, HN.dJe.
QV:GB
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THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY
SCHOOL OF MATHEMATICS
FINE HALL

PRINCETON, NEW JERSEY March 30, 1936
Dear Doctor Flexmer:

I have received the letter which I enclose herewith from Professor
Cartan. I will of course tell him in reply that the University and the In-
stitute are both closed in September, so that there is no chance of making
use of his kind offer to lecture at that time.

In view of the action of our trustees which authorized invitations
to all three -- Hardy, Levi-Civita end Cartan -- it would seem to be in or-
der now to write to Levi-Civita in the seme way that I wrote to Hardy and
Cartan. ' Also, since it now appears that there is a chance that Nils Bohr
would be availeble, a great deal could be said in favor of substituting his
name for that of Cartan. A visit from him might be quite significant for
the development of theoretical physics both in the Institute and in the Uni-
versity, and I know that it would be welcomed by everyone comnected with the
University.

However, in view of what you wrote me in your letter of March 27,
I feel that you would like to consider both the Levi-Civite and the Bohr
question again before enything is done. So I am merely reporting the situ-
ation to you, with a request that we may have a chance to talk it over some-
time in the near future.

Please return the Carten letter as I have not yet enswered it.

i Yours sincerely, !
b Yy flen
Dr. Abraham Flexner (H/"

20 Nassau Street

Princeton, H.dJ. Oswald Veblen
OV:GB
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THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY
PRINCETON, NEW JERSEY

Fine Hall, March 30, 1936
Dear lMrs, Bailey:
I shall be glad to attend the Trustees!
Meeting in Fine Hall at 11:15 a.m,, Monday, April
13,
Yours sincerely,

skl

Oswald Veblen

/

lirs, Esther S. Bailey
20 Nassau Street
Princeton, HN.d.
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March 27, 1936
Dear Professor Veblen;

I am Just this moment free, and Mrs. Inuqrhnmortdlouth
conversation over the telephone with you. | .

I will leave 1t to you and Mr, Masss to deal with My. Maxwell inassmch

a6 T have aft all theus pruperty snitovs in the hanfs of the Cosnttten an SutiAtins

and Grounds. . |

l-l 1s, I regret to say, impossible for me to make any commitment, evem _
the conditional commitment, respecting further stipends or appropriatioms. I
bave explained to you and to others that the situation im Washington being com-
plicated as it 1s and the $ax situntion in New Jeraey - we hold 33.000.806 nrﬁ ..
of tax-exempt securities, and the New Jersey Legislature and the Governor are at
loggerheads, so that there is no telling how much our income from this source
will shrink - are such that I am uwilling at this time to incur nmaM!M :
obligation bmnd. last year's total btudget, which I feel sure that we can meet
without difficulty. I regret this situation, but I am heartily glad to find ' ‘
myself im a positiom where short of a finanolal earthquake we wre safe from. :
financial werry.

I may add that !l-ihnlrm-t- from persoms im the other schools
to which I would have to ascede if I went m&ordﬂ:thOMG!llMtbl.

Lt A R e R e

Singercly yours,

Profeasor Oswald Veblen ; ABRAHAM FLEXN_E_ZH & v
’!.‘l. mla Mm-.. '- Jt 7 Py '-,5- i ,“-’—g
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March 26, 1936
Dear Professor Veblem:

Thank you for yours of the 23rd im reference to having an
assistant for Miss Blake, The request seems to me an entirely reasonable
one, and I feel sure that we can wigegle it into ﬂu budget without departing
from the principles on which our next year's budget, I think, ought to be
constructed, as I explained t0 you and von Neumamn yestonday. langfeld
Las asked me if there 1s any possibility of a job down here for a young
woman, Miss Rounds, who is %0 De married %o one of the instructors in
his department, She liyes in Bast Orange, and Langfeld has Miss Blake's
South Orange address so that Miss Rounds can call om Migs Blake probably
over the week-end. I th.iak \ﬁa fll‘l‘t year the job might be made to run

= from October 1 to July 1, as the summer months seem $o0 be falrly vacant.

' In thie way, Miss Rounds = or whoover may be selested - would be getting

a higher monthly salary and would have a good 1-. 'rmuon'.
' 8incerely yours, l
- ARARANCEL EXNER

Professor Oswald Veblem
Fine Hall
Pringeton, New Jersey
AF:ESB
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THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY
SCHOOL OF MATHEMATICS

FINE HALL
PRINCETON, NEW JERSEY larch 23, 1936

Dear Doctor Flexmer:

This note is intended as & memorandum of our conversation last
week. The mimeographed notes,which contain a record of the work done in
some of the lectures and seminars conducted by professors and other mem-
bers of the Institute, have become wery important. They are sold at a
price merely covering cost of materials, and they have a considerable and
growing circulation both locally and among universities and individuals in
various parts of the world. TWith this the mechanical problems of produc-
tion and distribution have become quite heavy. During the present year
much of this work has been done by Dr, Taub, but as he is leaving us to
take & permanent position at the University of Washington it will be neces-
sary to make some provision for orderly continuance of the work, The Uni-
versity, which also issues such notes, contributes to the common enterprise
the services of Frofessor Tucker in general supervision and assignment of
two or three part-time assistants $o operate the mimeographing machine.

Up to date the most practical suggestion is that Miss Blake should under-
take much of this work done by Dr. Taub, This would make it necessary
for her to farm out a good deal of the typing which she has done hitherto.

Earlier in the year we also discussed and agreed upon the desir-
ebility of giving more help in the preparation of manuseripts and notes to

our more distinguished temporary members. The fact that this had not been
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Dr, Abraham Flexmer - 2 lareh 23, 1936

provided for in the budget made it awkward to put such e plan into operation
during the present academic year.

Miss Blake and I estimate that if $1000 were provided in the bud-
get both of these additional enterprises could be taken care of. They are
both in the nature of normal developments of the essential work of the School
of lMathematics.

Yours sincerely,

Oswal& Veblen

Dr. Abraham Flexner
20 Nassau Street
Princeton, N.J.
OV:GB
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T have yours of the 28th with the
enclosiire regarding the International liathe-
motical Congress of 1940 If I get a ghance
to speak with lirs Fosdiok same tine in the mear
mluwmmh“”&-m
guard end to mention to him the altermative
© proposition whieh you and Lefschets submits -

Ever sincerely,
: ‘mg AMAH TLEXNER
Professor Oswald Veblem
Fine Hall
Princeton, New Jersey
AF/MCE
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THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY
SCHOOL OF MATHEMATICS
FINE HALL

PRINCETON, NEW JERSEY January 28, 1936
Dear Doctor Flexmer:

Zlenclose herewith a memorandum on the question of an international
mathematieal con'-.ress which I mentioned to you & couple of weeks agoe. At that
time you intimated that you might be willing to teke the matter up with ¥r.
Fosdick. In case you do so, I wish to mention the fact that Warrsn Teaver of

( the Roeckefeller Foundation is ome of The group in the Mathematical Society who
jare keen on holding the semi-centennial eelebration. On the other hand, Lef-
schetz end I and some of the other people who are more seriously interested in
the science itself, feecl that such a celebration is both useless scientifically,
end a waste of time and emergy for all who are drawn into it., But it would

be very difficult for us to refuse to take part because such an attitude would
be generally misunderstoed. We should like to deflect the movement into use-
ful channels and the proposal which we are now making is the most promising

one which we have been able to think of, but it obviously will require a cer-
tain amount of tact.

I don't want you to bother with thié matter if it should cause you
any real inconvenience. I had been intending to try to spesk with lMr. Keppel
about it, but was & bit discouraged by the faet that he seemed to be so occcu-
pied at present that it would be hard for an outsider like myself to get his
attention,.

Yours sincerely,

Ir. Abraham Flexner 0 » é { M

20 Nessau Street
Princeton, N.d. Oswald Veblen
OvV:GB
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Fine Hall, January 25, 1936

I hope you will pardon me for not having pre=

viously given you the formal notification t©

I enclose herewith a short note for Dr. Flex—

[

ner which
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MEMORAWDUM REGARDING THE INTERNATIONAL MATHRMATICAL CONGRESS OF 1940

It is the custom to hold an international congress in mathematies

J every four years. It seems desirable thaet at the Intermational Congress to be
held This summer at Oslo an invitetion should be given to hold the congress of
1240 or of 1544 in the United States. This we believe would be possible if the
expense could be underwritten to the extent of 325,000,

An invitation such as proposed, if made by representatives of the United
States, would be iﬁ accord with the usual procedure. There is no permanent orgsn-
ization in charge of these intermational mathematical congresses snalogous to the
international unions in physiecs, astronomy, chemlistry, etc., since mathematicians
have felt such an organization unnecessary, there being practically no other co-
operative work of an inbternetional character which needs to be done in mathemstics.
Consequently each congress is left to organize the next one.

The congress has never before been held in the United States, chiefly
because of the expense. Tt was generally felt that it would be necessary to
offer pecuniary inducements in order to bring any large number of distinguished
Europeen mathematicians to a congress so far from all the Europeen centers, and
I for one have always felt that this would be undignified. Conditions now have
changed so that we feel that such inducements would no longer be necessary, and
we think that a coﬁgress held in the United States would be likely to be a suc-
CEeSS. The expense involved would be chiefly for the publication of the Pro-
ceedings, for the clerical services required for the organization, end a reason-
able amount for enbertaimment of delegates.

The Proceedings of previous congresses are books of permenent scientifie

value. It is reasonsble to expect that the proceedings of our congress would be

|
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a worthy continuation of this series. The interchaﬁge of ideas end opinioms
among scientists has brought forth valuable results at all previous congresses.
Therefore I feel that the money asked for would produce direct and valuable sci-
entific results.

I have talked the question over particularly with Professor Lefschebsz,
who is the President of the American liathematical Society, because of a secondary
though important consideration. Arranzements are being made for e celebration
in 1938 of the fiftieth anniversary of the founding of the American Mathemetical
Society. Both Professor Lefschetz and I feel that such celebrations are waste-
ful of time and energy and likely to be sterile so far as scientific results are
concerneds It has occurred to us therefore that if we ocould deflect the energy
which would go into this celebration into the holding of a mathematical congress,
it would be a very decided scientifie gain.

3 The arrengements for the semi~centennial celebration are rapidly taking
form, and mothing has been done about the intermational congress proposel because
of the difficulty of finding the funds, There is an understanding in the com-
mittee of the Mathemetical Society which has the matter in charge that if the
funds can be found within a couple of months, then it may be possible to substi-
tute the congress proposal for the semi-centemnial. But it would be necessary
to act before the semi-cemtennial plens are much further advanced them they are
NoWe

Wle see no possibility of raising the smount of mouney needed except by
an appeal to one of the great foundatioms, for the Mathematical Society, the Re-
search Council, and other scientific organizations interested in methemetics, are
having their hands full to keep the mathemstical pericdicals afloat.

Any help or advice which you could give us in this matter would be

greatly appreciaeted.

January 28, 1936 0,..,,1,[ %:f&-.
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THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY
SCHOOL OF MATHEMATICS
FINE HALL

PRINCETON, NEW JERSEY January 25, 1936
Dear Doctor Flexner:
I spoke with Dean Eisenhart last week about the possibility of a
joint invitation of the University and the Institute to Professors Cartan,
Hardy, and Levi=Civita, who are going to be in this country next fall on
account of the Harvard Tercentenary. For various reasons he has not yet
been able to give me a definite answer, and so I have not been able to meke
any definite report to you.

VWhat I proposed to him was that the University and the Institute
together should offer each of these gentlemen a stipend of $2000 for the
period ending with the Christmass recess or at some eppropriate earlier time
in the autumn. If the University should participate, this would involve an
expenditure of 33000 by the Imnstitute. If the University should not parti-
cipate, T should favor the Institute's going ahead with the matter amnyhow,
and this would cost us $6000. I think it would be worth while from several
points of view; but I do not think that the money should be drawm from our
appropriation for the usual stipends. It would, however, be appropriate to
use for this purpose part of the fund for the visiting professor. If
agree, I wonder whether you would wish to have the expenditure authorized at
the meeting of the Trustees which is to be held on Xonday?

Yours sinecerely,

O tf il

Dr., Abrsham Flexmer Oswald Veblen
20 Nassau Street

Princeton, H.d.

OV:GB
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