
THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY 
PRINCETON, NEW JERSEY 08540 

SCHOOL OF HISTORICAL STUDIES 

23 September 1971 

Dear Carl : 

Should a full set of these documents be opened to re­
sponsible s cholars generally (as I think they ought to be) , 
and should then one or two scholars of outstanding experience 
and ability set about of their own accord to study them, then 
I think the government would be well- advised to encourage 
their work and to_ give them every facility. But I think it 
would be ill- advised e ither to select them or to make the 
documents available to them alone. 

Dr. Carl Kays en 
Director 
The Institute for Advanced Study 

cc: Professor Gilbert 

Sincerel y , 
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THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY 

PRINCETON, NEW JERSEY 08540 

SCHOOL OF HISTORICAL STUDIES 

9 June 1971 

MEMORANDUM for : Dr. Kaysen 

FROM: Janet Smith 

Dear Dr. Kaysen: 

I have heard further from Professor 
Kennan about his Norw:egian telephone 
number. The one that I gave you the 
other day i s out- dated. 

The correct number is : 

45544 
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THE INSTITUTE FOR ADV AN CED STUDY 

PRINCETON, NEW JEllSEY 08540 

SCHOOL OF HISTORICAL STIJDIES 

7 June 1971 

MEMORANDUM for: Dr. Kaysen 

FROM: Janet Smith 

Dear Dr . Kaysen: 

Professor Kennan mentioned before 
he left that you and Mrs . Kaysen might 
be travelling in Norway during the 
summer and should have his address . 

As I shall be going on vacation on 
June 15 and might not be here in case 
you leave before July 8 , I thought to 
send it to you now: 

Dvergsnestangen 
Randesund 
Kristiansand s . 
Telephone : Kristiansand 

43844- v.o.- ./{ 
The telephone number is in Mrs . Kennan ' s 
name. Mrs . Kennan's brother, through 
whom you could reach them in case of 
difficulty, i s Herr Einar S¢rensen , at 
Firma s . S¢rensen, in Kristiansand. 
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July 8, 1971 

Dear George~ 

Our plans for our Scandinavinn expedition 
seem now to have settled down. We hope to be making 
the brief Norwegian leg of our journey from August 14 
to 18, arriving at Kristiansand on the ferry from 
Hirtshals, Denmark, on August 14. If it is convenient, 
we would like to see you and Annelise that evening, 
and perhaps you would be good enough to arrange for 
us to stay overnight in the vicinity . Our plan is 
to drive on next morning to Stavanger, where '<;Je wi 11 
leave our car, and take the hydrofoil to Bergen. 

The Institute has settled into its s unnner 
somnolence. I trust you are finding peace below and 
blue skies above! 

Annette joins me in sending warmest greetings 
to you and Annelise. 

Professor George Kennan 
Dvergsnestangen 
Randesund 
Kristiansand S . 
Norway 

Cordially, 

Ctlrl K.aysen 
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THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY 
PRINCETON, NEW JERSEY 08540 

SCHOOL OF HISTORICAL STUDIES 

8 March 1971 

MEMORANDUM for : Director ' s Office 

FROM: Janet Smith 

In response to your inquiry , Professor Kennan would be 
able to attend a Faculty meeting on Thursday , March 25, at 
10 A.M. 

Enclosed are: 

1 ) His reaction to the proposal to include photo­
graphs of the Faculty in the annual booklet; and 

2) The form stating that he will not be in the 
country when the Trustees meet. 

Professor Kennan received the enclosed copy of 
Switzerland Economic Survey 1970 and thought that the Director 
or the people in the fourth school mi ght like to have i t . 
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Janu~ry 25, 1971 

De~r George : 

Thanks for the letter from Wood•:1ard. 
1 have read it snd lllilde s n".>te of the names. I 
agree with you th.at it should not be circulated, 
and I have oade uo copy of it . 

If you are vi!ling to trust yourself t o 
me, I propnae to drive to the Council. Why doo 1 t 
I pick you up about four o'clock to allow for the 
rush hour traffic? 

Cordially, 

Carl KayseD 

Pro£essor George Kennan 
Institute for Advauced Study 

Attachment 
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Professor G. Kennan 
c/o Firma S. Sorensen 
Box 292 
Kristiansand S. 
NORWAY 
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THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY 

PRINCETON, NEW JERSEY 08540 

SCHOOL OF HISTORICAL STUDIES 

11 January 1971 

MEMORANDUM for : The Director 

FROM: Janet smith 

Dear Dr . Ka~s.en : 

Professor Kennan has asked me to 
advise you that he will be in Washington 
today and part of tomorrow. He expects 
to be in the office by 4 P. M. tomorrow 
afternoon. 

Almost inunediately after lunch on 
Wednesday, he will go to his farm, 
where he will remain until January 25, 
for family reasons. He plans to work 
there during that time. I shall be 
in touch with him by telephone during 
those days, should there be any message 
that you would like to have relayed to 
him. 
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Dear George2 

In the course of your thinking about 
South Africa, have you come across a good lysis 
of the present social and economic ~ituation, es­
peeially in relation to the issue of American trade 
and inveatnent? This question is DO"W being agitated 
at the Pol roid Corporation. of whi~h as you may know 
1 am a Director. We have almost 900,out of 9,000, 
black employees, and the queation is a tense one. 
I am tryins to be helpful in pursuing a rational 
disCU8sion ~hich here, as alwaye, ia a difficult 
task, and l would appreciate any suggestions you 
have about this. 

Cordially, 

C:irl aysea 

Prof eseor George Kennan 
Institute for Advanced Study 

P.S. Thanks for your note about Palling. It seems 
to me that we might \#ell tnke up the questi.on of 
inviting him as ~ visitor. 

C.K. 
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THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY 

PRINCETON, NEW JERSEY 08540 

SCHOOL OF ffiSTORICAL STUDIES 
June 1.5 , ' 70 o 

Carl : 

My memory clicked while I was on t re way 
upstairs . 

Albert Lord g ot into touch with me , when 
I was recently int he Boston area , J.n the follow ­
ing matter: 

As you may know, he and the deceased 
Parr y made , some years ago , a marvelous 
collections of recording s of the epic tales 
sung by folk - minstrels in the coffee houses 

t f the Balkans , primarily in Bosnia; and they 
j.: ublished these , in .serbo- 6roa ti an/and in 

English translation , in a joint w'ork of 
.lf.-.LJ.l:I~~.-......-~· versi ty and the Yugoslav J1cademy 

ofl ~iences , Lord has since cont inued and 
broadened this work , but has run i nto 
increasing dif'fic ulty withregard to the 
financing of it . To get support at Har vard , 
he was had to widen i t into a sort of inter­
de partmental program on Oral History and 
Mythology , or some such title , but now even 
the su pport for this i s drying up -- although 
they had great&-exapnded XE. the scope ot: the 
work and had mo?ed , through qualified people , 
into the oriental and African fields . They 
wanted my hel p in drumming up funds to 
conti nue the pr'<{; ramo 

I pointed out to them that their problem 
arose largel y from tre association of this 
work with teaching, b ecause i t was a kind of 
work which did not lend its lef to explomtation 
as an adjunct of urrlergradu a t e teaching ; arrl 
I mez:tioned to him that trey wou l d be better 
off if they had some sort of an institute 
like Dumbarton Oaks , where such work could be 
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concentrated o 

I th ink the field is a 1 egi tima te 
one -- it certainly is, at least , among 
the Slavic peoples and among tm 
Africans , an d I suspe ct among many of 
the Asians o It is inter- disciplinary in 
that involves , of ccurse , linguistics 
and history and literature , but also 
borders on anthropology o I think Geerts 
would b e int erested in ito 

It occurred to me that the most 
suitable way to er ganize such work would 
be with a professor in an instituion such 
as our own , forming the nucleus - - as 
Hornor does for the archeologists -- of 
a cluster of independent scholars to 
whose work he gi~es a sort of g entlemcx 
guidance and structureo I gave him no 
reason to hope that anyt h ine; of that sort 
could be done !Ere ; but it does represent 
a field in which , it s e ems to me, the 
Institute could co!l./Ceivabl y be useful , 
and I just thoug ht you might like to 
have it in mindo 

Go F . K o 
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THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY 

PRINCETON, NEW JERSEY 08540 

SCHOOL OF IDSTORICAL STUDIES 

21 September 1970 

MEMORANDUM for: Miss Wakeham 

FROM : Janet Smith 

Dear Angel a : 

Please forgive the delay in 
sending you this note to thank you for 
gi ving to Pr ofessor Kennan the copy 
of Notes for Essays 1951-1952. It is 
tremendously helpfiu to have it for 
the fil es . 
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Professor Kennan phoned on Wednesday, April 9, to say he would like 

to add the name of Henry Kissinger whom he had failed to mention when 

talking with Dr. Kaysen . 
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THE DIRECTOR 

THE INSTITUTE FOR ADV AN CED STUDY 
PRINCETON, NEW JERSEY 08540 

T elephone-609-924-4400 

Memorandum for the Record 

Conversation with Professor Kennan at lunch at the Nassau Club 

at 12:30 on Monday, April 6 , at his request . 

1 . He raised the question of a successor to himself, pointing 
out that as a man interested in contemporary events and diplomatic 
history he was a successor at the Institute to Llewel lyn Woodward 
and Edward M. Earle . He fe l t that this tradition should be continued , 
that it was extremely valuable to keep the Insti tute in touch wi ththe 
contemporary world. I agreed that some continued representation in 
modern history, whether in the field of international politic s and 
diplomatic history or otherwise, was desirable . I mentioned Pr ofessor 
Gilbert ' s interest in the possibility of inviting Franklin Ford . 
Kennan agreed that Ford would make an interes ting candidate but said 
that he was concerned with a more modern orientation and also, if 
possible, with someone who maintained a connection with the history 
and literature of the Sl avic world as he did. The discussion moved 
on to names, and Kennan mentioned Messrs . Tucker, Ullman, and Billington 
at the Univer s ity , and at var ious times in the discussion Max Bel off, 
Alan Bullock, Leonard Shapiro, Zbigniew Brzezinski, and Adam Ulam . 
I indicated that Ullman was not sufficiently scholarly, that Bel off 
and Shapiro were probably too near Kennan's own age, and that I thought 
Bullock unavailable; to mos t of which Kennan s eemed to agree. 
I objected to Brzezinski also on grounds of l ack of scholarship, and 
Kennan felt that Ul am had certain personal deficiencies which made him 
unsuitable as a candidate . I agreed that Tucker was t he most interesting 
of the poss ibiliti es h e had mentioned . In connection with Billington I 
asked about Malia , whose work Kennan does not know well. 

2 . We agreed that Professor Kennan would continue to think of the 
matter and would write a memorandum on it for his colleagues sometime 
during the course of the next year. I would a l so continue to think of 
it and would pass on any idea;! had of additional names to him, recognizing 
that the various elements and the combination of interes ts he h imse l f 
represented were unlike l y to be reproduced in any s ingl e person . I also 
said that I thought in genera l no one shoul d be proposed for a pr of essor­
s hip who was over 55 . I n the course of the discussion I reminded Kennan 
of the Meri tt-Woodhead history to indicate that the Faculty might not be 
ready to discuss hi s s uccessor immediately, although Profes sor Kennan 
had opened the discussion by saying that he felt his views on his successor 
did deserve special weight, c i t ing the cases of Panofsky-Meiss,and 
Alfoldi-Gilliam? as precedents . 

c+-
Carl Kaysen 
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THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY 
PRINCETON, NEW JERSEY 08540 

SCHOOL OF HISTORICAL STUDIES 

MEMORANDUM to: 

SUBJECT: 

8 January 1970 

Miss Wakeham 

Names and Birth Dates of 
Professor Kennan's 
Children 

Grace Kennan Warnecke (Mrs. John C.)--born 
June 5, 1932 

Joan Kennan Griggs (Mrs.)--born April 24, 1936 

Christopher James Kennan--born November 24, 1949 

Wendy Antonia Kennan--born May 10, 1952 

Janet smith 
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THE INSTITUTE FOR ADV AN CED STUDY 

PRINCETON, NEW JERSEY 08540 

SCHOOL OF filSTORJCAL STUDIES 

18 March 1970 

MEMORANDUM for : Director ' s Office 

FR OM : J . Smith 

Professor Kennan thought 
that the Director might be in ­
terested to see this letter 
that h e is sending to an 
American schola r . 
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The pressure of other c orrrr:1.itments is such that I 
have not been able , and would not be able at this 
juncture , to give your manuscript a thorough crlticA.l 
reading . This would be a long t9.sk , for one would have 
to have the source mater i als at hand and to exa~ine not 
just the inner l ogic of the narrative but the ~anner in 
w~ich the sources have been used . I have , however , 
gl anced over the first fou~ chapters, and I may make the 
followin g cmnments. 

I recognize the a!llount of w erk thgt has gone into 
the study, and the effort w~de to arrive at an inde~cndent 
judg:nent on t'1.e qi..1eqtions irivolvecl . T'1.e book is readable , 
e.nd superi or in its entirety to sor:ie or the books that 
have r ecent l y appeared on this subj~ct . NevertQeless I 
must c o11fess to a sense of Much unhappiness as I look 
through it , for it seer-.. s to me that you have been ex­
tensively i nfluenced, in question1 of content, as well 
-as in stylP. nnd use of source materials, b y earlier 

11revisionist 11 writers of whose works I have no high 
opinion. 

So far as concerns major natters of cbotent, I am , 
as you know , in aereement with the t bes is that the l~ited 
States government was deceiving itself in houine for the 
preservation of any sort of national indeoendencc or 
democratic freedom iri the countries into which the Red 
Army :·ms adv a nci nt: in l 9W- l 945, P.:-Jd v! ov!.d have ·done 
better to have desisted from futile ef rorts on behalf 
of the respective peoples , Hhich it WRS not in a position 
to back U? · On the ether hand, I do not thlnk this 
would have v1ade any appreci::-.ble ciif ference in our sub ­
sequent relations with tne Stalin reeine . It seems to 
me that you wholly ignore the pre-l9Lµ years in our 
relatio riship with the Russians . T"l-iat relation8hiu was 
not appreciably more co~fortable t~an th~ one that 
developed after · 'orld ··" ::; ~., II . The "Cold '·ar , 11 in fact , 
beg~n in 1917, not in 19~5- I also think t~et you 
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great l y un1errate the horror th~t SoviPt rule 8pel~d for 
the non-Russian peo~les involved. The brutality of ~oviet 
conduct with relati0n to the population of areas which 
fell under Soviet control is repeatedly and consistently 
understated in your uork:. 'rhe reader would not guess that 
for several of these peoples t~e prospect o f Soviet rule 
represented a calamity no smaller than rule by the razis o 
Nor would the reader gain any adequat 0 i dea of the grim 
reality that lay behind the ea~-y euphemism of 11 friendly11 

governnents along "Russ i a 1 s -...rnstePn borders . Finally, I 
think that you , like the other revisio~ists, have greatly 
overrat'3d the role of the atomic bomb in the calculations 
of .Arnerican statesmanship as uell as in t11.e develorment 
generally of our relations wi th the Russians in those 
early years . 

As f o~ style , I must say tnat I deplore the practise , 
followed in countless i nstances in the works of W. A. 
\;Ti 11 iams , G. A lperovi tz , and others , of weavine: quoted 
fraIT~ents of other oeoole 1 s lan~uaPe into one ' s own 
prose , thus g i ving a speciOllS alr of authority t o what 
one is saying but maki~[ no effort to acquai nt the reader , 
except insofar as he is willing to go to the trouble of 
tracing dow".1 footnotes , ~Ith tho context from which these 
fragTTlents were lif ted . 

Finally, in close connectio~ with this last , I find 
much t o object to in the use of source mater i Bl. by 
Nr . Al::ierovit z in particular but not by him alcne ; and 
I think you have weakened your work both by direct re ­
fer ences to the Al pero·Ji tz book, as though it were an 
authori t ative source , and by emulat i ng cert8in of r:r ... 
Al perovitz 1 abuses in the use of source ma~erial . 

Let me of fer ti,rn r andor1 exarmles : 

You have cited, twice , I believe (once , at any 
rate, on p . IV/lJ) , a sentence taken fron a private 
memorandum written by Acting Secre~ary of ~tate Joseph C. 
Gre".; o'1 I:ay 19 , 1 9~-5 . It r eads as follo·,rs : 11 A future 
war wi t h Soviet 311ssia is as certa i n as anythi'1g in t~is 
'>rorld can be . 11 This sentence is offered as sunDort for 
your o·-m stater.1en"'c that !·r . Grew was ~'vehementiy anti ­
commun i st arid 1-ms already c01nJl1itted psycholozical l y to 
an eventual war with Russia . 11 !Ir . Alperovit z , as you 
know, s i mil ar-ly cited this staterrent i~ his .Atoriic 
Diplo'T1acy . You rriust both surely have been aware th.at 
on the opposi tc p'lf"' of Gre"·f 1 s rremoi rs fror1 the one on 
Hhich this sentence B.ppe2.rs , ! r . Crre · 1 ep19hRsized the 
pUY'e l y pri vate r~11a.lity o ~ this r!e.rnora.".1d.'m , P'1d the dis ­
tress of mind i".1 vhich i~ was written , ~nd s~id th 0 t if 
he had b~e~ nrc~ari~2 it as ~~ offici~l o~rer he ~·ould 
hgve added ~o t~.::i. t '3;;.,.,t.,nce -::1e ~;,.,.,as"' : ''uril e~<;! "e 
r°C0!:!1~Ze t.1 a ~1 3.'1 ~8!' Dr:::i t::.>-:e S t.8.l.3 ~O 11:-:;e-r; i~ in tin q .'' 
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To cite the sentence Jn q_uest i on , ':" ithout letting the 
reader know of Er . Grew 1 s own ~ualific8tion of it , 
see"ns to me unfeir to hirr., 811d qu~te 1rnj11st.ifiaole . 

Let me take , s econd l y , just the language of the 
parafraph about the terr:.:..nRtio"' of Lend-Lease, on 
pp . IV /15-16. The para§,;ranh fol lo·.rs one abotit Soviet 
a ction s in Poland :-rhich Here disagreeable to the 
United States Government , and it betins with the words : 
"The United States and Great Bri t?, in r ~ ·ta liated . 11 After 
a one - sentence reference to counter - measures i:runediately 
affectin~ Polish natter~ , the passaEe continues : 

More seriously, lend -le~se aid to Russia Yas 
terminated on Nay 8 o iiarrim2.n , and the top 
officers in tho Department of State had 
urged that t he United States " shoulc retain 
current control of ••.. credits (to the Russians) 
in order to be in a posit ion to protect American 
vital interests in f Pe formative peri od i mmedi atel y 
f olloFinf€ t'-:e war . 114° The abrupt termination of 
Lend - Lease ~as a logical way to increase the 
econorr!ic l everRge of Arrer;Lcan assistance , by 
i ncreasing Russian needs . L~7 Stimson had joined 
Harriman and Grew in urging Truman to t erminate 
Lend -Lease , and it; is clear that he reali zed 
the implications of the act . The Russ i ans , 
S~imson felt ~ needed tou_Be brought to a realiza­
tion of American power . · 

A few lines further doHn , it is stated that : 11 3y 
May 10 it was clear both i n Washin~ton and London that 
e c ono .... 1ic Pressure alone was ineffective against the 
Russians. it 

The reader could only concl1.lde frorr: these passages , 
as I arr1 sure you Hould agr ee , that the term.inatiori of 
Le nd -Lease a i d was undertaken by President Truman , at t he 
urging of Eessrs . Stimson , Harr i man and Grew , as a means 
of bringin[ pressure on the Russians tc yield i n the 
Polish ~uPstion . 

Now , in. the first rlace , such a thesis represer.ts 
a serious over - siI'lpl i f icat i on , i f not; a d i stortion , of 
a c omolicated situation . The curtailrrtent (it was not 
a " terr'lina ti on 11

) of Lend- Lease to Russia which took 
p l ace on Hay l l, l 9L~5 , was of course !'rimaril y a r esponse 
to the terT"lins.tion of the war in i:;urone and the fact 
that t~e language of th .... Lend- Lease Act , as interpreted 
by the ad'linistration , 8.fforded no legislative basis for 
the ccntinuation , after t~e end of hostilitiPs in Europe , 
of such of the Lend- LeQqe shipMents es ware related to 
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t he wa.r in th8t theatre . Shipments of ii:;<>rns i n t~e 
p i pe l ine or on order coulc have been continued only on 
t he basis of a special a£reen1ent whereby the Russians 
would have underteken to purchase theM on credit , the 
c redit terms offered beinf. extren:ely easy ones . The 
attention of t0e Sovi et leaders had been repeatedly 
drawn to this si tuB.tion ; the7 had been urged , for 
months back, to conc l ude such ~n agr8eFent ; they had 
b een ws.rned time 8.nd again that, in tne absence of such 
an agreer.i.ent , shipments connected Hith the war in 
Eur ope would have to cease wit~ the termicatio~ of 
h os tilities o revertheless they ha.d refused Gven to 
enter into negotiations on this ~etter , believin£ they 
c ou 1.d get better terms b: holdiol. out for a major 
American l oan for post\·iar reconstruc tion . 

There were d i sagreen.ents in T,ra.shi~f- ti:. n over t(ie 
manner i n which these shipments should , under the terms 
of t he Act , be t e rminated . The manner Rdopted , the 
abruptness of which the President himself later re~retted , 
was chosen at the insistence ofthe Lend-Lease ad.l'llinis ­
t rato:r, Er . Ealco l m Cro·,1ley . Er o Harrirne.n actually 
opposed it , and , as you lmo;_.r , the origina.l order· 1.-~as 
modified , in t~e direction of greater l en~ency , only 24 
hours after it was issued . 

The impression thai:; shipments were " terminated" 
b ecause l'iessrs . Stimson , Harriman and Greu had urged 
i t , is thus wholl y mi sleading . No one in 1:fashington 
questio~ed the fact tnat this particular portion of the 
shi pments had to be terminated in deference to the terms 
of the Act , and there was thus no question of anyone 
11u r gi ng 11 Er . Truman to take this action . 3y the same 
token , the action could not possibly be properly described 
as a move of retaliation against Russiq . 

So much for the bacl-:ground . Let us now l ook at the 
wording of your pararrra ~h . 

You oarne Eay 8 as the date of the termination of 
Lend-t.ease . No ment i on is mnde of the fact th8.t this 
was the day of t~e endin~ of the ~ar in rurope . This 
omi ssion he..s a strjkine: sir-1il~rity to the '.-!ho l e tenor 
of Mr . Al perovitz 1 Ato~ic Diplomacy: Hiroshima and 
Pot sdam , in which the sie:nificance of the ending of the 
war i n Europe , as a factor i n the development of 
Amer i can pol icy, is eross l y underpl ayed . Obvious l y , 
without reference to the ending of the European Har and 
the terms of the Lend - :.ease Act , the entire discussion 
of thi s episode misses -- if it does not conceal -- the 
Illa.in point . 

FroP1. the followirig sentence, aboutHarrim9.n 1 s "urgin g 
current con crol of • • •. c:redi t s 11 the reader ·mule ci eri ve 
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the imnression ths.t r-r . Harrirr.an's words (a rrain cited 
out of.context and woven into your own langiiage) were 
in some wav connected with the term-i natio~ of Lend- Lease . 
As source ~or this statement , you cite p . 35 of hr. 
Alperovitz 1 book. An examination of the latter shGrs 
that Alperovitz lifted the phrase (which he, again, has 
woven misleadin~ly into a sentence of his own) from p. 41 
of the Forrestal Diaries . (This source ~·ras itself 
evidently available to you , for later int his chapter 
you yourself cite , in another context, the same page 
and paragraph of the Forrestal book. There was thus no 
reason to cite the passage from Alperovitz . ) But by 
taking over this statement verbatim from Alperovitz, yau 
have also taken over his significant omission of the 

word Hthese" ("these credits Ii) and its replacement by a 
hiatus . This omission obscured the fact that the credits 
which Mr . Harrim an was talking about when he used these 
words did not relate to Lend- Lease at all but to the 
possibility of a majo.c loan to Russia at a later date 
f or postwar industrial development . 

You then go on to emphasize the impression, already 
c reated in "Gh.e r eader 's mind , that the 11 termination 11 of 
Lend-TJease (the reader would have no idea that shipments 
in the amount of hundreds of millions of dollars were 
permitted to go forward if they coul ~ be construed a s 
connected with the Pacific War) was designed to ''increase 
the leverage of Arneric8n assistance, by increasing Russ ian 
ne eds ." As substaotiation for this staterr1ent, you aeain 
direct your reader tc r.r . \. lperovi tz I book ( p . 36) . The 
reader Hho is curious enou[h to pursue this reference 
will indeed find there the fol lowin §: ti·!o sentences , which 
presumably serve as the basis for your statement : 

"Indeed , a limitation on Lend-Lease fol l m-rnd 
logically from the view that Ameri can diplo,...1acy 
coul d gain if the Sovi et Union were more de­
pendent u-r:on econor~ic ass istance. This wcu ld 
i ncrease America ' s economic leverage and would 
' make the 8oviet avth~6~ ties come tc us , 1 2:s 
Deane had phrased it. 

Now , the first of these two sentences \•:as simply an 
observation by l':r . P. lperovi tz., and as such , sc2,rcely 
a proper basis of authority for so far - reaching a 
judgment on your part o In the second of his sentences, 
Nr . Alperovitz seeks t o lend authorit-v to this observa­
tion by weaving into his sentence a phrase attributed 
to General John R . Deane , Chief of the Ar.l'~rican Lili tary 
Miss ion in r-:oscoH during the war , -- a phra:: :l :-: hi ch, the 
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reader must; infer, was used by General DeBne in some 
connection with the "a0ter at hand . 1-.ctual ly , pursuit 
of :Mr . Aluerovitz 1 footnote r eveals th.qt this rhrase 
v!as taken ... ( ser io1_is ly out of con-cext) from a letter 
written b"'"' General Deane to General J.:3rshal l not at all 
at t he ti.;ne tc which your ....,a ssage (or his, for that 
matter) refers but at the end of 1944 - - prior to 
Yalta , prior to ho lotov 1 s suggestion of a major loan , 
prior to the entire cornplicatioti of the Polish C!_Uest ion 
that took place in the ~inter and spri~g of 1945, and 
qu i te without reference to the "immediate quest ion of 
the termination of a nortion of Lend-Lease at the end 
of the war in Europe. -

The l ast sentence of your paragraph, ~rof essing 
to describe Secretury Sti~son 1 s feelings , is again 
substantiated by a reference tc the Alperovi tz book . 
But here a§:ain , confusion :s compounded . Not on-Ly is 
Mr o Al perovitz ' statement ("iiowever , the Secretar-y of 
War vias confident that America 1 s power would bring the 
~us s ians into line : ' They can 1 t [et along wi tnout our 
helu and industries . • • 111 ) somewhat di:'ferent frorri 
yours , but it is i tself buttressed once afain, by the 
i nclusi on of a phri:ise taken frcrn a document with Hhich 
the r eader is not fami liaro In this case, the reader 
would net find it easy to have access to it, for it 
r eposes in the Stinson papers in the Yale tniversity 
Li brary, which are , I believe, open only to authori7ed 
scholars and to such as wish to ake the journey to few 
Haven for this purpose . 

Al l this might ne t be so bad if circunstances ~er­
mitted us to have any confidence in Ero Al perovitz t 
book. Unf ortunat'3 l y , i:;his is no-c -che case . Tne rna teria l 
on tee V"'rv nsr'es to ·11hich thP~e; of "701..l::r footnoti:-s refer 
contains au n~r:brr of egregious inocc~.r'3..cies -- inaccuracies 
which should not, it seems to me , h~ve been difficult for 
any. serious s cholar to spot . Oa these caEes , ~r . 
Alperovitz conveys the misirrpression that President 
Truman had discretion, under -;:;he terrr:s of t~e I,end- Lease 
Act , to continue or not to co:itinue such of the Lend­
Lease shi_Ments as werP r elated to ~he war in Europe . 
He states flatly -c1at no warn:ng had been given for 
Nr . Trum:tn 1 s action . This , too , as we have seen, is 
untrue . 

And the footnote references in i:;hese pages stand 
un no better than the one ~entioned above . It is 
stated (p . 35) i:;nat "Ha,...ril""lan believed tha"'::. :en:l-Lease 
shipments cculd 11ow be lir.:ited exclu"'.ively to~ h 0 

rmte1'ialL th'.?.t could be directl'T rel'.lted t ·:: ~he C8IT"'"On ... 
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war effort . 11 Fron_ en exarr:ina.tior: of the footnote 
reference for this staterent , it develops th~t the 
v i ews refe:rrc-d to ~-'eT'e those of (-Pneral DeeYJe , not 
of !\Irtbass:::.dor Harrir'1an; a!"ld even these vie•.-1s are 
i ncorrectl- renor~nd : Jeane did not SP-v t1at ~o 
furthPr ma~crials ~~uld be sent to Russia other than 
ones related to thL cc1'11!"'on "1f'r effo:r>t ; he said only 
that 11where our assistance does not c ontribute to the 
winning of the war , we should insi5t u~on a quid r r o 
quo 11 

-- whi ch i s c:u:i. te a different thing . I c ould 
easi l y mult i ply s11ch exmr!"les . These are a·1 ta-:en 
from the pages whic.1 ysu , "by irr_plication , endorse as a 
s e r ious and rel ia.ble sou!'ce or infor!ll::>,t i on on this 
su bject . 

I an sorry to have h8.d to go into such detail 
about a singl e paragraph in a '·Tork of J OO pages . I 
no r: e this jucigrEent does not seeF~ to you too hars'-1. . 
The task you have marked out for yoursel f here is a f ar ­
r eaching ooe . I t ~~aunts to no l ess than a c ha llen~e to 

t he vi ew o f the nature and purposes of the St a l in regime 
a r r i ved nt by several of our most distinfu~shed leaders 
of thr:; immedia-cs post -hosti l ities period , nc-c to menti on 
the un8.ni!:10us on i nion f rnysel f and others who had 

lived for ~any years in RussiR a~d passed as experts on 
that count ry . It i rnput;ns tne t:cod- '1il l and e:ood j udg ­
ment of such men as Pr esidPnt ~ru~an , Henry S-c i mson , 
Joseph Gr~~ and ~verell Harriman , char5ing them, by i m­
pl i cati on a~ l east, with usint_ i nti"'!i:lation and economi c 
pressure to frustrate r easonable aspirations of Russian 
s tat esmanshi!"l , thus incurr.:. ng rrajor res1·'l0nsi'::>ility for 
t he postwar deterioration of Soviet - American relations . 

Such t'-leses , 2.s yolJ know , have a. l ready been advanced 
b y ot hers , and this has had a Fore than neglisi~la effect 
i n shakin3 t e confidence of the uresent student gene r a ­
t i o'1 net just in the h i storical :-·erso'1a§i:es co'1cer~ied but 
i n the i llte€ri ty o: P.Tr1erican states'":ans':li p generally . 
To re i nforc e these theses nou is of course -:-our good 
r ight , i f thic; is ti'"le -,·ay you seA things ; out it is a very 
r esponsibl e step , and yo~ ~uqt expPct , I thin~ , to be 
hel d to the highes~ s~andards cf sc~olarship . I woul d 
not think you would oe justified .:.n "'l>l_l.{: i n§:: the attempt 
except on the basi s of a ~ore extensive indenenient use 
o f orig i nal sources , and l ess rel i ance on se c ondary 
uor ks , e spe c ial l y .ones of dubious sc~olarly ouali t-r , than 
i s visibl e in the porttonR of your nanuscr~?t I have 
ex9J"1i ned o 

I hB. ve of t en ':)Peri a <:i~ccd for "'"''-Y v leHs on the boo1<s 
of ti. l rero:itz o..11J c-cnors cf -;h 0 11 revisioni:t:; . 11 I have 

Director's Office: Faculty Files: Box 19: Kennan, George, Professor and Emeritus, School of Historical Studies 1955-1971 
From the Shelby White and Leon Levy Archives Center, Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, NJ, USA



- 8-

never °!)reviousl~ had occg,sion to Hrite enything on 
t::iis subject. Since tCi .i.s let t;er i l lus trate!'l the 
objections I have to sc .e of this rric;teri9.l , I may 
wish to sho~ cori0s of it , climin8ti~[ Al.l indic8tio~ 
of your o·.·o iden'Ji ty, to a 1111:'1.Jer of f riend~ arid 
acquaint!'nces .. 

The t y"!_)escrint is beinc return~d under separate 
cover . 

SincE'rely yol1rs , 
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September 15, 1969 

Dear George: 

Thanks for your note on Jagan Nath 
Ctosla. My feeling is that he would do better 
at Woodrow Wilson or the Center for International 
Affairs at Harvard than he would here. Brookings 
is also a possibility. I believe, however, that 
the best possibility both in terms of finding a 
place for him and giving him the kind of intellec­
tual home he would need is the Center for Inter­
natio113l Affairs at Harvard. I would suggest 
that you write Bob Bovie about him. 

Cordially, 

Carl Kayaen 

Professor George ltennan 
Institute for Advanced Study 
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THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY 
PRINCETON, NEW JERSEY 08540 

SCHOOL OF HISTORlCAL STUDIES 

12 September 1969 

MEMORANDUM for: The Dir ector 

Dear Carl: 

Ambassador Jagan Nath Khosla, a distinguished Indian scholar and 
di p lomatist who was my colleage when I was ambassador in Belgrade , has 
sent word that he hopes to see me at some time around the end of next 
week, and I am forewarned hy the Council on Foreign Relati ons that he 
probably wants my opinion on whether there is any place i n t his country 
where he could r e tire for some two year s i n order to write a book --not 
memoirs, but a serious, objective treatise -- on r ecent developments 
(as I understand it) in Hungary , Indo- China and Indonesia, with all of 

which he has had some experience. 

Khosla '·s present position is that of Director of the Indian Insti­
tute of Public Admini stration . He has had a number of responsibl e 
positions in the past . He has a Ph.D , in addition to a B. A. and B. Sc. 
He was called to the Middl e Temple Bar in 1 931, and subsequently prac­
ticed law in I ndia . From 1932 to 1948 he was l ecturer in l aw and 
politi cal science, and subsequently Princi pal, at Punjab University. 
In subsequent years he has served in diplomatic capacity in London, 
Rome, Prague, Bucharest, Indonesia and Yugoslavia . He was at one time 
director of the historical division of the Indian Forei gn Offi ce. In 
1954- 55 he was president of the Vietnam International Commission and 
of the International Control and Supervision Commission for Laos . He 
was in HU?gary in 1956 (presumably at the time of the upr i sing) as 
personal representative of the Indian Pr ime Minis t er. He has been 
presi dent of the Indian Political Science Association and of its 
apparent successor, the International Political Association. 

As you see, he is a man of some distinction and wide experi ence . 
I found him, as a col l eague, quiet, serious , and agr eeable- - his wife, 
too . 

If talk turns to his desire to settle down here somewhere for a 
time and write a book, do you think I should encourage him to feel that 
there might be a possibility of his coming here? There are , of course , 
several other possibilities that suggest themselves--notabl y Brookings , 
or one of the American school s of public adminis trati on . I am sure he 
will need some financing . The Rockefel ler Foundati on might , I should 
think, be a possibil i t y . I am not even sure but that John Rockefel l er, 
who is much interested in cultural relations with Asia , would be in­
terested. 
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August 14, 1969 

Dear George: 

Your concern with what Morris Abram 
is after ia, I am sure, not misplaced, but I 
do think you can take as much or as little of 
all these things os you wish. If you go to the 
dinner on the 23rd, it could be nothing more 
than a conventional gesture of courtesy. Clear­
ly, if you turn out to be busy on the 23rd, it 
may be harder for Brandeis to put to you the 
further requests which might follow. 

Cordially, 

Carl Kaysen 

Professor George Kennan 
Institute for Advanced Study 

Attachment 
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THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY 

PRINCETON, NEW JERSEY 08540 

SCHOOL OF HISTORICAL STUDIES 

13 August 1969 

Memorandum to the Director 

Carl: 

Can you divine the motives behind 
this one? And can you tell me what, if 
I accept it , will ensue by way of conse­
quence: --such as p ress interviews, demands 
that I make a speech, requests for par­
ticipation in fund-raising campaigns, 
etc . ? 

Sorry to sound cyni cal, but experience 
has taught me to l ook these horses in the 
mouth. 

fj{;, Kennan 
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M..~rch 7, 1969 

Dear George: 

Thanks very much for your good letter 
of 28 February. As it turned out, we did in fact 
nominate both Adler and Dashen for professorships . 
No one in the Faculty raised any question in the 
end, and I am sure the Trustees will give their 
approval shortly. I agree with you that this 
will strengthen Natural Sciences greatly. 

I am glad to hear the progress of your 
own efforts, and I hope that we will have a chance 
to see yoll when you are in Princeton. If you have 
a free evening. we would love to give you dinner. 
Let us know. 

With greetines to the family, 

P-rof essor George Kennan 
All Souls College 
Oxford, England 

Cordi~lly, 

Carl lUsysen 
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s~d"'mm• ~;tt'~ J 

AN AIR LETTER SHOULD NOT COl\l'TAIN ANY 

ENCLOSURE ; IF IT DOES IT WILL BE SURCHARGEL 

OR SENT BY ORDINARY MAIL. 

SECO"iD FOLD HERi! 

J(f.I( 
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February 21 1 1969 

De:ir George~ 

Here is the o~tcome. I guessed. 
wrong about the tI1Ceting and fouru:i eoi;.ewaat 
to my surprise that ouly Gbdel was willing 
to join the physicists and me in velcomiug 
joint appointments. In the eod I think we 
may be just as trell or better off vich the 
course of action qe are taking since both 
young Den are excellent, and t::heir combine<i 
presence '-<ill do a great deal for the Faculty 
of our Sc.uool of Natural Sciences. 

Uith warmest regards~ 

Cordially . 

Carl Ka.ysen 

Professor George !Cennan 
All Soul s College 
O.xf ord 
England 
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February 17, 1969 

Dear George: 

The attached pie.ce of Institute 
business 1DllY be of interest to you. I will 
let you know bow the Faculty meeting comes 
out. My expectations are for u good de~l 
of sound and fury sig.nifying nothing. 

With best wishes, 

Cordially, 

Carl Keyseu 

Professor George Kenn.an 
All Souls College 
Oxford 
England 

Materials re appoi ntment of Adler and Dashen 

Director's Office: Faculty Files: Box 19: Kennan, George, Professor and Emeritus, School of Historical Studies 1955-1971 
From the Shelby White and Leon Levy Archives Center, Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, NJ, USA



J anuary 9 , 1969 

Dear George: 

My letter to you of April 29 about your 
leave arrangements indicates that they were for three 
months without pay. I am now arranging, in accord­
ance with your request, that you should be paid for 
January and that the three months without pay should 
be February, March and April. 

Cordially, 

Carl Kaysen 

Professor George Kennan 
Institute for Advanced Study 

cc: Mr. M. C. Morgan, Jr. 
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THE INSTITUTE FOR ADV AN CED STUDY 

PRINCETON, NEVV JERSEY 08540 

SCHOOL OF HISTORICAL STUDIES 

October 21, 1968 

Dear Carl: 

I have your note about George Kennan ' s 

possible leave of absence for the second 

term . The only intimation that has come 

to me has been from Felix Gilbert, who 

wants to avail himself of leave in 1969/70. 

He has not told me for sure whether he 

wants a half year or the whole year . 

This is the i nformation on leaves that 

I have to date . 

Since rely yours, 
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THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY, Princeton, New Jersey 
Office of the Director 

October 22J 1968 

Dear Ben: 

After further con.sidel:'ntion, Ceorse Kennan 
decided not to p ly for a sabbatical for he 
period of hi.. ab nee. That le.aves o:he slate 
clear. 

Cordi lly. 

Carl hytl'!tl 

Professor BenjGI:l!.n Meritt 
Institute for Adv need Study 
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THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY 
PRINCETON, NEW JERSEY 08540 

SCHOOL OF HISTORICAL STUDIES 

21 October 1968 

Dear Carl: 

I have your note of the 17th and appreciat e the suggestion 
that I might take my coming absence as a sabbatical l eave . 

I have thought this over, but it seems to me better for 
several reasons that I should not do thi s , but should , rather, 
proceed as we had previously p l anned , wi th a view to my 
taking my sabbatical leave some time later, when thi s suits 
the convenience of the Institut e and of my colleagues in 
the Historical School . 

Thank you for the suggestion. 

Very sincerely, 

Dr. Carl Kaysen 
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October 17, 1968 

Dear George: 

I have now considered your leave dates 
in the past. and it ie clear to me that you are, 
under the rules, entitled to a sabbatical rather 
than a leave of absence without pay during the period 
in which you will be away at All Soul's. As you re­
member, we had previously agreed that you were taking 
a leave v ithout pay for thre.e months. 

It may be that you would prefer to wait 
till a time when you expect to take a longer period 
of leave rather than use up the sabbatical for what 
is only a three months' period. 

Please let me know what your desire is 
on this. 

Cordially, 

Carl Kayaen 

Professor George Kennan 
Institute for Advanced Study 
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April 29 , 1968 

Dear George: 

I am pleased to be able to tell you 
that the Trustees approved a leave without pay 
for you for three months in the second term of 
the next academic year to permit you to accept 
the invitation of All Souls College. The In­
stitute will continue to make its regul~r 
contributions to your retirement and other 
benefits. 

Cordially, 

Car l Kaysen 

Professor George Kennan 
Institute for Advanced Study 

cc: Mr. Morgan 
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THE DIRECTOR 

T HE INSTITUTE FOR ADV AN CED STUDY 
PRINCETON, NEW JERSEY 08540 

T elephonc-609-924-4400 

March 29, 1968 

Memorandum for File 

Conversation with Professor Kennan in the 
Director's Office 11:45 a .m. March 28, 1968 

Professor Kennan has been invited to 
spend the spring term of 1968-69 at All Souls . 
It i s not clear what amount of stipend they wi ll 
provide him. He suggests tenta tive l y that he 
take t hree months' leave without pay for next 
academic year, corresponding to the t erm time 
period that he would be away. It i s agreed I 
wi ll recommend this arrangement to the Trus tees 
with the Institute ' s continuing to pay benefits. 

~ 
C. K. 
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Oetober 22, 1968 

Dear Ce.orge: 

Thanks for your note about the 
Minutes. llo"iJ right you are. Here is what 
I suggest d to Deane Montgomery as the proper 
way to put wlult I said. 

Cordi.ally, 

Cad Kaysen 

Professor George Xcnnan 
Institute for Advanced Study 

Attachment 
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THE INSTITUTE FOR ADV AN CED STUDY 

PRINCETON, NEW JERSEY 08540 

SCHOOL OF fllSTORICAL STUDIES 

22 October 1968 

MEMORANDUM TO THE DIRECTOR 

Dear Carl: 

The present wording of the marked 
sentence on Page 2 seems to me to be 
unsatisfactory as a summary of what you 
were saying. 

I woul d not like to make suggestions 
for amendment relating to one of your 
statements if you were going to do this 
yourself or if you felt it shoul d not be 
amended. Could you l et me know whether 
you intend to amend the sentence or 
woul d prefer that it stand as is? 
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THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY 

PRll'CETON, NEW JERSEY 08540 

SCHOOL OF MATHEMATICS 

October 18, 1968 

Faculty 
Institute for Advanced Study 

Dear Colleagues : 

I enclose a first draft of the Minutes of the 

recent Faculty Meeting . Please let me know in the 

next fe~., days what changes and improvements you wish 

to suggest . 

Sincerely yours, 

(\ ·I' . 
\ 1 II•· ··-
~ ~ : ~4..L~C·/l-J..t!U~ . /\ !f-Deane Montgome~y U 

Enclosure 
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DRAFT MINUTES 

Faculty Meeting, October 17, 1968 

Present : Professors Beurling, Borel, Cherniss, Clagett, Dyson, Gilliam, 

GBd e l, Harish-Chandra, Kaysen, Kennan, Meiss, Meritt, Montgomery, 

Regge, Selberg, Setton, Thompson, Weil, and Whitney. 

l.a. The Director reported that the Trustees had decided to build two 

buildings to the west of Fuld Hall, one t o include a cafeteria and lounge, the 

other t o be an office building . The office building would contain about 70 

offices for members and secretaries and 10 offices for faculty with some 

poss ibility of rearranging this space . 

It is esti mated that the housing units now being built .and the new 

buildings wi ll cost about $4, 000, 000 of which it i s proposed to borrow about 

$3,000,000 from an agency of the state of New Jersey under a 40- year l oan 

with interest of 5 to 5 1/2 percent. 

The Institute is the r ecipient of a bequest of unknown size from 

Mr . Samue l Le i desdorf . There is some prospec t of r eceiving some funds for 

building purposes . 

The Director ment ioned the i ncrease in rents in the Housing Project of 

between $20 and $30 a month. 

Professor Se l berg remarked that the decis i on to build may have been made 

t oo quick l y a nd he suggested that it might be desirable to build a somewhat 

smaller office building, keeping in mind that it i s almost certain that one 

could get National Science Foundation fund s in a few years for a building 

prov iding space for the sciences . The Direc tor thought that very likely such 

a building would be built in any case, so that t he possible NSF funds would 

not be c ompletely l ost . 

' ' ... . . . . .. ' 
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b . The Director reported t hat Admiral Strauss has resigned from the 

Board of Trustees and that the present Board has no chairman . Mr . Rosenwald 

i s Act i ng Chairman . There will be a number of vacancies on the Board in the 

next f ew years and it migh t be desirable to have a f ew members from faculties 

of other institutions appointed to the Board. The Director encouraged our 

faculty to make comments and suggest i ons. He said that he and the Board were 

not disposed t o accept members of the I nstitute Faculty as members of the 

Board of Trustees . 

The Director stated that he i s applying to the Ford Foundation for a 

10- year gran t to operate a program of social science with an estimated cost 

of $350,000 a year . There i s some prospect of getting at l east some of this 

r eques t, but on a match i ng basis . 

Pr ofessor Bor e l said t hat he understood that no l ong- range plans i n the 

s ocial sciences would be made unti l the present experimental program had been 

eva l uated, and that no program i n the soci al sciences should be pursued at the 

expense of the exist i ng schools . The Director expl ained that obtaining funds 

fr om the Ford Foundati on di d not i mp l y permanent commitment , 

The Director said the Trustees had ta l ked with him at the time of his 

a ppointment about expansion of t h e I nstitute and that perhaps he should have 

cons ul ted other s . ;e said t hat he fe l t the Institute should not operate in ( 

qu i te such a secure financia l manner as it had in the past and that the way 

.u -· u. .kl. , ...,:; a.bt/ ,1 ' /, ' to get money was ~c-rea~e ~xpenses_ u y 

Professor Borel asked if the Faculty wou l d be shown the application to 

t he Ford Founda t ion. Professor Weil suggested that i t be circulated to the 

Facul ty or at least to representatives of each school. 

2 . Professor Weil made the following motion which had been c i rculated 

previously to the Facul ty : 
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"This faculty wishes for formal means to be established for 
bringing its views to the notice of the Director and Trustees, 
particularly in matters of academic policy . " 

3. 

The motion was seconded by Professor Whitney. There was considerable dis-

cussion and amendments were suggested by Professor Gtidel, Professor Thompson, 

and Professor Meiss. Al l of these amendments were accepted by Professor Weil 

and are included in the following statement of the motion: 

"This faculty wishes for i mproved means to be established to 
elicit its views and bring them to the notice of the Director 
and Trustees, particularly in matters of academic policy. " 

During the discussion there was some connnent on means which might be 

suggested , In particular there was ment ioned a committee selected by the 

individual schools. Professor Weil sai d he had thought of various possibilities 

but thought it was best t o l eave until l ater the decision of just what method 

to use. 

There were some remarks on the desirability of additional communication . 

~ 

Professors Kennan and Dyson fe lt there already was adequate opportunity for 

t he Faculty to express its opinion. Professor Dyson said the Trustees had 

consulted extensive l y with the Faculty at the time of the Director's appoint-

ment. Professor Montgomery said these consultations stopped short of the main 

point and that neither he nor many other faculty members had been consulted 

about a school of social science, nor had they heard the name of any candidate 

be ing considered for Director . 

The Director said he had no objection to the Weil motion and that i f a 

number of faculty members felt a need, this in i tself suggested the desirability 

of additional means of cormnunication . 

Professor Clagett asked Professor Weil if he were propos i ng an additional 

way of communicating to the Trustees. Professor Weil said he was leaving 

this open. Professor Selberg said that the Director was the normal channel of 

Director's Office: Faculty Files: Box 19: Kennan, George, Professor and Emeritus, School of Historical Studies 1955-1971 
From the Shelby White and Leon Levy Archives Center, Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, NJ, USA



4. 

communication but that in some circumstances it need not be the only one. 

Professor Gilliam said he felt that improved communication between schools 

and between members of the faculty in general was desirable, as well as a 

more regu l ar arrangement for co:nmunication between the Faculty and Director . 

Professor Meritt felt that the main thing was the spirit in which matters 

were approached . Professor G!Jdel quoted the following sentence from t he 

section of the By-Laws concerning the Director: 11He sha l l be responsible 

f or conununicating to the Trustees views of the Faculty on a l l matters 

a f fecting the Institute. 11 Article VI. 

The motion was carried by a vote of 13 to 3 with 2 abstentions. The 

Director suggested that the i ndividual schools should discuss this matter to 

see whether they could find some agreeable procedure. 

3. Professor Montgomery remarked that he considered there had been a 

s erious l ack of adequate consul tation concerning decisions involved in, or implied 

by, the n ew buildings and concerning the plans so far for the program in social 

s c;ience . Professor Whitney sai d this was a matter which would better be 

t aken up by a committee . Professor Wei l said that this might be a subj ect 

which could be considered by t he Facul ty, using whatever method is sel ected. 

He a l so suggested that i t wou l d be desirable t o delay app l ying to the Ford 

Foundation until after such consideration . 

4 . Professor Setton was e l ected Secretary for the remainder of t his 

academic year. 

Deane Montgomery 

Temporary Secretary 
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George F. Kennan 

1950-1951 One year's membership 

1951-1952 Five-year membership 

1952-1953 In Russia 

1954-1955 Membership extended to 6-30- 61 

Fall of 1955 - Elected to Professorship, 
effective 1-1-56 

1957-1958 

7-1- 61 to 
7-1- 63 

October, 1968 

Leave without pay (Eastman Professor at Oxford) 

Leave of absence - Ambassador to Yugoslavia 
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George P. Kennan 

1950-1951 One year's membership 

1951-1952 Five year membership (to 6:30-56) 

1952-1953 In Russia 

1954-1955 Membership extended to 6-30-61. 

Fall of 1955 - Elected to Professorship effective 1-1-56 

1957-58 

7-1-61 to 
7-1-63 

Leave without pay (Eastman Profeasor at Oxford) 

Leave of absence - Ambassador to Yugoslavia 
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August 19 ~ 1968 

Dear George: 

Your letter of July 27 has been waiting nere for me. 
Annette and l felt t ile impul.se t o go off, and Ye have just re­
turned from t hree very agreeable weeks in Franc , including a 
return trip by ship on the France. We di d no t h i ng in particular, 
and I hope we did it very well . I did ca~l in on Averell Harriman 
in Paris and was fascinated to see how he persists vitn, I fear , 
much less help and s~pport than he should get from the President 
and the Secretary. 

On t he I11Stitute matters , I have now made a definite 
commitment to Draper t eveu though Freund was not ready to speak 
favorably in behalf of the Rockefeller Foundation. Re did, hov­
ever, encour~ge me to reapply in the Fall, and perhaps we both 
can do something about this. In the meantime I think I will look 
into the situation at the Twentieth Century Fund. 

On Miss Sachs , the course of action which the members 
of t he Historical Faculty present here tnink be&t , as do 1 , is to 
wait and drav on the \!fide kno-wledge and experience of Kenneth 
Setton in recruiting a new librarian. In the meanwhile , Mrs. Agar 
will be acting librariau, anJ I am stn:e s he will pt?rforl'.1 compet:ently 
and agreeably . What inspired Judith Sachs I will never know, but 
my motto i n this respect is "Amo Allemanes praesertim dona ferentes." 

The Soviets have, after all, turned out to be sensible 
ab out the C~echs , and t h i s probably represeu~s a.n important step 
in their pollt1c.al evolution. I e11close for your atnU&ement, but 
witn no t ho\58bt that you should feel obliged to read it or trans­
port it back if it is bnrdensome 1 a draft of a paper of mine on the 
future of military policies . I put it in t he mail just as the 
Czech crisis reached its peak. This gave me an added interest in 
the outcome , since l had predicted , in eff ect , in the course of tile 
paper t hat t he Soviets would not again bring tensions iu Europe to 
t he •53 or '56 levels. 
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The Republicans have just cheer.ad us al.l up by producing 
Nixon and Agnew, and now I suppose we can sit back and wait for the 
Democrats to do an equally good job. In more than one way you show 
your wisdom by being in an inaccess~ble place at this depressing 
time. 

l trust the rest of the summer provides good sailing and 
not t oo much interruption. Annette joins me in warmest greetings 
to Annelise and you. 

Professor George Kennan 
Box 292 
Kris t1ansand s . 
Norway 

Cordially, 

Carl K.aysen 
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TO OPEN CUT HERE 

SENDER { r-1-.. ~ t ,& •n' 
· {~,.,/. ................ . 

MERK! OET Ml IKKE LEGGES NOE INN I ELLER HEFTES NOE VEO 

AEROGRAMMET I s.\ FALL VIL OET IKKE BLI S"ENDT FRAM MEO FLY, 

MEN MEO JERNBANE ELLER SKIP. 

AEROGRAM 

r 
I 

I 

~ 
PAR AVION 

lUFTPOST ~ 2,_~;(;:~, . ~ 
a/~i;fo!&#tt~~ ...... . 

....................... ~~t Jiu,.'17ossr0 

..... Jf s_ . ~ - ......... . 
., ..,~..,.., 
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July 25 , 1968 

Mr. Harold Willens 
National Co- Chairman 
Business Executivea i:1ove for 

Vietnam Peace 
800 \Teat Pico Boulevard 
Los Angeles, California f0015 

Dear Mr. 'Willens: 

T1uank you for your letter of 
July 22. I aa sure Professor 'Kennan 
has expressed to h1.s Secretary hia vievs 
about communicatio11, and I ar.:. ill no posi­
tion to coutradict or override them. 

Sincerely y1:>urs , 

Carl Kaysen 

bee: Janet Smith 
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TUf (]">j:>TITllTE' fOR AD\ ANC'ED STUDY 

PRl!'ICEH>,,; , l'FW JERSl:.Y 08540 

SCHOOL OF lilSTOll•CAL STUDIES 

16 July 1968 

Dear Mr. Willens : 

Thank you for your letter of July 
11th. 

I fear that it is quita futile to 
attempt to write t o Professor Kennan in 
Norway. He spends most of his time 
sailing and is almost completely 
inaccessible. 

Sincerely yours, 

~~~ 
Mr. Harold Willens 

Secretary to 
Professor Kennan 

National Co-Chairman 
Business Executives Move for 

Vietnam Peace 
800 West Pico Boulevard 
Los Angeles, California 90015 
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Business Executives Move for Vietnam Peace 

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 
William F. Fischer, Jr., Pru1den1 
Fischfl lbc:hirie Cc.. Ptoi1i.delptna. Pa. 

Joseph E. McDowell. Pfe'.Sldtnt 
SeNorNtion Coro- N-Yor1c. N. Y. 

Henry E. Niles 
Chiurrran of tt. Board 
Ba11~ Lrlt! IMUf'lna! Co. 
Ba frm«e. Ma, 

Et"k1n A. Salk. PrHic»t1t 
Sil' Wwd,&Sal\,,.l~Dll~llL 

Charles G. Simpson, 

i-------------------------------------------------------~~l~Wcwtrs 

July 22, 1968 

Mr. Carl Kaysen 
The Institute for Advanced Study 
Princeton, New Jersey 08540 

Dear Mr. Kaysen: 

Some time ago, John Kenneth Galbraith urged me to write 
Professor George Kennan inviting him to joi n our Diplomatic 
Advisory Committee now being formed. At the present time 
the Business Executives Move for Vietnam Peace consists of 
approximately 2500 business executives as well as an advisory 
committee of five retired military officers of general and 
admiral rank . To date, Professor Galbraith, Benjamin V. 
Cohen, Roger Hil sman, and Edwin 0. Reischauer have agreed 
to be part of our Diplomatic Advisory Committee. 

Professor Ken nan 1s sec retary responded to oar letter telling us 
that Mr. Kennan was in Europe for the summer . Ken Galbraith 
then suggested that I ask you for his address in Norway . I first 
wrote to Miss Janet Smith who responded per the attached letter. 

I sincerely believe that Professor Kennan might well be interested 
in serving on our Diplomatic Advisory Committee a nd would like 
to be in a position to put the question to him direct. The enclosed 
material will indicate that our group has achieved respectability 
and contributed to the growing awareness that the Vietnam War 
is against our national interest. 

Perhaps in terms of this material, you will be he lpful in giv i ng 
me a forwarding address so that I can communicate with Professor 
Kennan. 

Si/ erely, . , .. 

(fvt, ,-; CJdu_L-A-. 
Pf arold Willens 
Nati onal Co-Chairman 

Phil.oelofti.a,. Pa_ 

lee 8. Thomas, Jr .. President 
Vermont Amcr1C1,, Caro.. lou~tVll.._ Ky. 

Harold Willens. PrHtdrnt 
Factory [Q1,11pme'lt Supi:ity Ca.. 
Lm,t.,...eles, Clhf. 

COMMITTEE OF SPONSORS 

Thomas 8. Adams, Prts1oent 
Alann Security Co.. 8o$l0tl. Mau. 

J. Sinclair Armstrona. Bink.a 
NewYorlc., N. Y. 
(fom'ltf As.st. SK.- of the H ny) 

Usie Baker, Jr. 
E.xecutiveVice-Prtsidt nt 
Ccui~ Journal & Loc;lsvHi. Tinws 
Louisville. Ky. 

George E. Beggs, Jr., PreSJdent 
Leeds & Nonhrup Co. 
Philarlelohia. p._ 

Harold Berry, Vice-Ptuic»nt 
Fisher-New Center Co.. Detroit, Mich. 

Benjamin J. Buttenwieser 
lnffitJMnt Banku 
N11w'for'c.N. Y. 

Chester F. Carlson, Con1Ultant 
Xerox Corp.. Pittsford. N.. Y. 

E.rnest Chanes. P¥uidtnt 
c:onsohdated Water Condrtionina Coro. 
hewYorft.N Y. 

Robert A. Childen;, Presida-nt 
ChUclers MantJfactunna Co.. 
Hou~on. To:as 
Randolph P. Compton 
lnvtstrnert Brier 
Sandale.l'<l.Y. 
Maxwell Dane 
N-Yor\.N Y 

Fagan Dickson 
V'~Oent & Ditector 
Ofdtlon Ptoptmu, Inc.. Austin, Ttus 

Marriner S. Eccles 
fonMf CNiirman of tM 
Ftdetel Re.wrve Bo.wd 
Slit Lake Crty, Utah 

Saul R. Gi lford, Pr9Sld9nt 
Gilford lnstrurnenl Labs. In~ 
Obethn, Otuo 

G. Stertlng Grumman, Pres.rdent 
G. s. Grumman & AssociateL lrK. 
Boston. Wass. 

~w~!!~~ ~~~J~t. ~~~,%. 
Frederick Heldring, 
Stnlof Vice-President 
PhiladtlphtA National Bank 
Phlladelphfa. Pa. 

Clarence E. Heller, Partner 
Schwabachtr & Co.. San Francisco. Calif. 

Ira Hirschmann, Prtsident 
Ira t11rsctun.nn ~New VOt\, N. V. 

Proctor W. Houghton. Pre.J~11t 
Pnl!ip A.. HQU2h!On. Inc.. Allmin., MISS. 

Harley Howell. Founoer 
f'l!:lcnon. ficlrMJI & Heathtt 
81 tumore.. Md. 

Edwin Janss, Jr .. PrHidMl 
Janss tnw:.stment Corp. 
Thougnd Oaks. Calif. 

Edward lamb 
Quuman & Pra..dent 
Umb ~ Inc.. To~ Ohio 

Graeme Lorimer, Trustee 
PhilM!ielptl>&.Pa.. 

David G. Lyon, Pruidlrit 
On1d G. lycn, Inc_ Wtstoon, Conn. 

Stewart R. Mott 
NawYOlt, N Y. 

John B. Paine, Jr .. Trustee 
Boltlln.Mass.. 

Max Palevsky, Pre.MORnl 
Sde.M1fic Dia Systems 
San!• J.11.ontCA,Caht. 

Augustin H. Parker 
Boston. Mass. 

John 8 . Pendergrast, Jr. 
AU1n~Ga. 

Miles Pennybacker, ~.s1ct.nt 
M..P., lnc..F.11rlield,Conn. 

Lawrence S. Phillips, Pruidtnt 
Ptull1ps.Van Hetlsen Corp. 
New Yori(, N.. V 

James W. Rouse, Prw-sident 
The Rouse Cornpan)' 
Baltuncn. Md 
Richard A. Russell. Prn1dent 
N«the:Ht LH~na. Inc.. Bmton. M.ass. 

Ezra L Schacht. Pfffldent 
Ulhtau.ud Eledron.ICS Mta. Co. 
Hovston. Texn 
Dale I. Steele, President 
N1bONI l~t Lab., Inc.. 
Rodrlllk. Md. 

Robert D. Stem 
Exec.utl'o'e VU·l''l'M tOent 
u. s. Shoe Corp.. CincitwWlti. Obio 

Ira O. Wallach. President 
Gottuman & Co.. New Yortt. N. Y. 

B. S. Weiss, Vb-Pl'audant 
C..mcel Brochtfl. 
Ptl11adelphi ... Pa. 
Theod04'e 0. Yntema 
Bloomfield Hiiis. Mich. 

MILITARY SPONSORS 
Brig. Gen'I. William Wallace Ford 
u. s. Anrrt. Rebred 

Bng. Gen'I. Samuel B. Gnffrth., 11 
u. S. Manne: Corps, R•t1r9d 

Bna.. Gen'I. Robert L Hughes 
u. s. Army, Reh~ 

r----------------------N-a_t_i_o_n_a_l _C_o ___ C_h_a_i-rm_e_n---- - - -------------------l ~;·~2:1~t.~·~s~~""!. 
Rear .(\dm. Arnold E. True 
U. S. Navy, Retired Henry E. Niles 

901 No. Howard St. 
Baltimore, Maryland 21201 

Harold Willens 
800 W. Pico Boulevard 

Los Angeles, California 90015 
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Dear Angela: 

I appreciate your cooperation. I would really hate to 
have Professor Kennan's vacation disturbed by anything like 
this . I don't give out his address, except in rare and 
special circumstances, so I shall appreciate your not 
doing so . Many thanks . 

JS 

July 16, 1968 
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16 July 1968 

Dear Mr. Willens: 

Thank you for your letter of July 
11th. 

I fear that it is quite futile to 
attempt to write to Professor Kennan in 
Norway. be spends most of his time 
sailing and is almost completely 
inaccessible. 

Mr. Harold Willens 

Sincerely yours, 

Janet Smith 
Secretary to 
Professor Kennan 

National co-Chairman 
Business E>..ecutives Move for 

Vietnam Peace 
800 West Pico Boulevard 
Los Angeles, California 90015 

bee: Miss Wakeham, 
Director's Office 
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CROSS .REFERENCE 

FILE: Kennan, George 

RE: Possible long-term appointment of Theodore Draper 

LEI'TER DATED: June 8, 1968 

SEE: Institute Miscellaneous - Draper, Theodore 
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May 7, 1968 

Dear George. 

Thanks for the copy of your letter to 
Louis Halle, and the note frmn Walter nutterworth. 
I think a &1.e.mbership for Draper ls au idea worth 
considering . hovever, I am skeptical auout llamil­
ton , with al.l due resp~cts to journalism, there 
is some difference between journalism and scholar­
ship, but you may get u different expressio~ when 
you talk. to me. 

Cordially, 

Carl Kaysen 

P.S. Warmest congratulations on the Pulitzer~ 

Professor Geor ge Kennan 
I nstitute for Advan ced Study 
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May 1, 1968 

Dear George: 

Thanks very much for the copy of 
your voluce of papers from Prague. I f a il 
to understand how you can write books faster 
than I can read them, but I guess that is 
hardly an occasion for complaint! 

Cordially, 

Carl Kaysen 

Professor George Kennan 
Institute for Advanced Study 
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THE INSTITUTE FOR ADV AN CED STUDY 

Note for File: 

O FFICE OF THE DIRECTOR 

PRINCETON, N EW JERSEY 

February 28, 1968 

Professor Kennan wi ll take several 
weeks in the Caribbean f r om the mi ddle of March 
for reasons of his wi fe ' s health. 

C.K. 
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Public Broadcast Laboratory 

342 Madison Avenue 

New York, N . Y. 10017 

Telephone (212) 661-6900 

June 27, 1 967 

Dear Carl: 

As you_ may recall, you advised me to contact 
Ambassador Kennan directly by mail to inv ite him 
to participate in the broadcast with Madame 
Alliluyeva for the Public Broadcast Laboratory. 
His secretary acknowledged my letter and said it 
would be brought to the Ambassador's attention 
when he returned from an extended trip. 

I am enclosing, in confidence, a xerox copy of a 
letter we have received from Evan Thomas. As you 
can see, if Madame Alliluyeva does appear on tele­
vision, she will most likely do it at the advice 
of Ambassador Kennan. 

If you could, should the opportunity arise, I would 
appreciate your conveying the sense of this note and 
of our deep interest to Ambassador Kennan. 

With best wishes, 

Dr. Carl Kaysen 

Si;iely, 
Av Westin 
Director 

The Institute for Advanced Study 
Olden Lane 
Princeton, New Jersey 08540 
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HARPER. & Row, PUBLISIJERS 

INCORPORATED 

EXECUTIVE VICE PRESIDENT ·49 EAST 3 3D ST., NEW YORK, N. Y. 10016 
889·'1500 • 9ABLE1 lJARPSAM 

I se•·:- ;.l<ln Sch:,' t;_rtz yesterday . morn in::.: , e;,...~ 

G ~!=.src:"tly ;·..rs . ':lliluyeva ·has ·not mede u:r: he:r !'11.nri 
•·:rr~at she ' s goint; to do in t he w2y of pu~Jlic or TV 
a ! :;e!.'ranc:es. =~ut t here's a .· ist;nct }:'Os si '.:;ility 
th•t c;1:e rr.··y decide to do your non- corrJrnrcj_a l .!.TV, 
,;;_nd -,..ot:·.inz, else. (You understa . .nd t i·<> t I ;,~, ;_~e 

v err l ittlP. ini'luence in t h·is" 1r.atter, and the.t 
1:roh-? -.,ly i· r . Kenn?J1 will advise her , a·n•" tha t s .·e 
w:i.lJ then c0r.4l!U.."lica ta l ·i th .-.lan '..:.c'.-iwartz . )" i· ore 
lA.ter . 

_·11ss J:>ne !co~en 
Coordin8tor, Sr-eci~l i ro jects 
.l'ublic '::roadcast La.")oratory 
"1477 1 t>di s on Avenue 
hAv! York , ~ew York 10022 

. Zv!T/bl 

.. , 
' ! ~.' 

. . 

·' : 
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February 27, 1967 

De l! r George: 

/g~in, it ve a plcowure. Here re the sugges­
tions for minor changes of vhich I spoke. 

P . 3 - i sn't a n "of" missing here? 

P. 8, next to 1 ot line - "group: l:rl.ght be better 
th n "objects ." Objects don 't h~ve purposes . 

P. 10 - next to l eqt line - how about "the b leful 
determinc-tion to s tUJp out11 ins~.,d of r'm: lcvolence o f 
intent tow3rds." 

Psge 15, 7th line - second p~r: grl ph - I ould suggest 
deleting nproduced by the Induatrif' l Revolution." 

Profes sor Georrc F. Kenn~n 
Institute for Advenced Study 
Princeton, New Jera,.y 

Enclo .. ure 

Cordhlly, 

Cnrl Kay en 
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THE INSTITUTE FOR ADV AN CED STUDY 

PRINCETON, NEW JERSEY 

SCHOOL OF HISTORICAL STUDIES 22 February 1967 

To the D i r ector: 

Thi s, for your perusal, is the draft of 
a leading article for Foreign Affairs for the fiftieth 
anniversary of the Russian Revolution. 

Would you object to any of the language on 
pages 9 and 10 ? 

Don1t let this be a burden. 

G eorge Kennan 
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G. F. KENNAN 

Tentative personal schedule for coming year 

1. Fall term, 1966: until December 9 
T eaching graduate seminar and lecture course at Woodrow Wilson School 
on "History of Major International Developments from 1870 to 1945. 

11 

2 . December 9, 1966, to F e bruary 1, 1967. 
Work on two books : 

(a) Collection of documents on developments in post-Munich 
Czechoslovakia, written by me during period of my service as 
official observer there from day of Munich to outbreak of World War, 
to be published by the Princeton University Pre ss. 

(b} Volume I of intellectual-political memoirs, unde r preparation 
for Little, Brown--Atlantic Monthly Press, and scheduled for 
delivery under contract by February 1. 

3 . February 1 to April 1, 1967. 
Preparation for l ecturing in Cambridge in April, plus preparation of 
special leading article on Russian Revolu tion for a nniversary edition of 
Foreign Affair s. 

4. April 4 -22, 1967, in Cambridge 

5. 

(a) Participation (including delivery of 6000 - 8000 word pap e r on 11 The 
Disintegration of the Impe r ial Regime"} at the Conferenc e on the Russian 
Revolution, to be held at Harvard under the auspices of the J oint Committee 
on Slavic Studies of the American Council of Learned Societies and the 
Russian Research Center. 

{b) Three-to-five day visit t o the Charle s Warren C ent er for Studies in 
American History, at Harvard, including delive r y of one public l ectur e-­
subject as yet undete rmined. 

May 1 to June 25, 1967. 
Visit to Africa, 

1 
under auspices of the United States - Sout h Africa Leader 

Exchange Program. This includes d e livery of single public lectur e s at four 
or five South African universities, pr e sumably on the sub j e ct of the Russian 
Revolution from the perspective of 50 years. 

6. June 25 to July 3 1, 19 67 . Vacation in Norway. 

7. July 3 1 to Septe mber 30, 1967. Work, here at Princeton, on the two books. 

8. Fall t e rm, 1967 . H e r e at Institute, exc ept fo r thr ee weeks at Harvard, fo r 
delivery of three lecture s i n Russian history, under auspi ces of the Russian 

Research C enter. 
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1 7 March 1966 

MEMORANDUM TO: Office of the Directo r 

FROM: Constance Moench, Secretary to Professor George Kennan 

Professor Kennan r ecently visited Harvard University for academic 
purposes, returning to Princeton in the middle of his v isit to attend the luncheon 
and dinner fo r the new Director on March 12. He thought the travel expenses 
involved might legitimately be charged agains t his Institute trav el fund and asked 
me to give you the following information: 

Four trips b e tween Princeton and Cambridge--March 10, 11, 20 and 23 

plane-- $ 16. 00 each way 'f Z ~~...; . 
taxis in Boston-- $3. 75 each wayJ f 'f;....;..v,.v:: 

$64.00 
15.00 

$ 79. 00 
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I IARV ARD UNIVERSITY 
CAMBRIDGE, PllASS. 

/~(LL 

HE.LEASE: MORNING PAPERS OF MONDAY, JANUARY 3, 1966 !JllllVEl\SiTY NEV.S OFFICE 

President Nathan M. Pusey announces the appointment of George 

Kennan, diplomat and historian, as University Fellow in History and 

Slavic Civilizations at Harvard University o "This is a unique 

title, ii Mr. Pusey pointed out, "giving Mr o Kennan a part-time 

position somewhat analagous to that of a University Professor, the 

highest academic rank at Harvard. 11 

The new office, effective at once, will enable Mr. Kennan, 

while continuing his Professorship at the Institute for Advanced 

Study, Princeton, N.J. , to participate in seminars and conferences 

and give occasional lectures at Harvard. It will give Mro Kennan a 

focal point at Harvard for research and writing, and the opportunity 

to meet regularly with coileagues and students in historical and 

Slavic studies. 

Mr , Kennan is the author of several books including: 11American 

Diplomacy 1900-195011 (1951), which won the Freedom House Award; 

' 'Realities of American Foreign Policy 11 (1954); 11Das Amerikanisch 

Russische Verhaltnis" (1954); 11 Russia, the Atom and the West" 

(1958); "Russia and the West under Lenin and Stalin" (1961); "On 

Dealing with the Communist World" (1964); and a two-volume history 

(more) 
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of Soviet- Americ an Relations 1917-1920, "Russia Leaves the War," 

Vo l I (1956) and 11Decision to Intervene, 11 Vol II (1958). The firs t 

vo lume of this series won the Bancroft Prize, the National Book Award, 

the Francis Parkman Prize , and the Pulitzer Prize. 

When Harvard conferred on Mr . Kennan its honorary degree of 

r oe tor of Laws in 1963, Mr . Pusey noted, 11 He brings to the 

interpretation of history the rich experience of a discerning 

diplomat. 11 

Mr. Kennan , born in Milwaukee in 1904, graduated f rom Princeton 

University in 1925 and began his l ong diplomatic c areer with an 

appoint men t in 1927 as Vice Consul at Hamburg. In add ition to 

s everal tours of duty a t Moscow in junior capacities, he has served 

in Tallinn, Ri ga , Kovno , Berlin, Vienna, Prague, Lis bon, London and 

Washington, and as ambassador in Moscow and Be l grade . 

In 1957-58, Mr . Kennan held the Ge orge Eastman Visiting 

Professorship at Oxford, and in 1960, he served as Visiting Professor 

a t Harvard. 

Mr. Kennan was elected to the National Institute of Arts and 

Letters in 1962 and to the Americ an Ac ademy of Arts and Letters in 

1964. He became Pres i dent of the Nationa l Institute of Arts and 

Lett ers in 1965. 

He is married and has four children . 

(end) 
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THE INSTITUTE FOR ADV AN CED STUDY 

PRINCETON, NEW JERSEY 08540 

SCHOOL OF HISTORICAL STUDIES 

On November 22, 1965 at 8:15 p.m. in the Seminar 

Room of the new Library, Professor George F. Kennan 

will lecture, for members of the School of Histori­

cal Studies, on cert ain questions connected with 

Stalin 1s early life, as examples of t he nature of 

t he evidence available for the s tudy of recent 

Russian his tory . 
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THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY 

PRINCETON, NEW JERSEY 08540 

SCHOOL OF HISTORICAL STUDIES _} /<1 
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INSTITUT UNIVERSITAIRE DE HALITES ETUDES INTERNATIONALES 

GRADUATE INSTITUTE OF INTERNATIONAL STUDIES 

132, R UE ~LAU ANNE , GENEV E 

T£LltGR A M ME 

INS TONAL GENEVE 

Dear Dr . Oppenheimer: 

Les Granges/Salv 
Valais 

2 September 1964 

As you know, earlier tlil.is year we told George Kennan 
that, if he wished a second academic home on this side of 
the Atlantic, nothing would delight us more than to have 
him consider our Institute ito This appealed to him, with 
the consequence that he and Mrs. Kennan stopped off in 
Geneva last July, on their way from Tokyo to Norway, to 
see us about it . 

In fact , we talked mo stly about other thines, but I 
gathered that he would like, in principle , to come to us 
every year in the spring after he is free to leave Princeton . 
I say 11 in principle" because he does not want to be at all 
committed and in practice would probably n ot come every 
spring . Jacques Freymond (the Director of the Institute) 
and I s¥mpathize with his desire n ot to be committed and 
say 11 amen . 11 There the matter stands . 

I write you because George suggested that I talk the 
matter over with you when you came to Geneva . However, I 
don't g et back to Geneva from this mountain-retreat until 
Friday afternoon, and my information is that you will prob­
ably (but not surely) leave Geneva Friday. I don ' t want 
to make demands on your time in what must be a crowded few 
days for you . 

We do very much want to have George a s part of our circle 
whenever he can join us, and that is all we have in mind . 
Nothing as formal as lecture-courses and weekly seminars need 
be involved for him . One possibility is to organize, out of 
selected students and staff members, some ad hoc discussions 
with him - - presumably of matters Russian . This could range 
from the informal and occasional t o s omething like a regularly 
s cheduled meeting of a discussion g r oup , with papers . However, 
I have myself had the experience of being a research professor 
(at the University of Virg inia) with no duties and n o oblig ­
ation even to do research; and he would be most welcome at 
the Institute on the same basis any time he chose to drop in. 
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I go into all this b ecause it will enable you to 
judg e whether there are a ny problems or points t o talk 
over that would justify your time . If s o , I should most 
warmly apprecia te a ' phone-ca ll t o me out here (dial 026-
6- 57- 44) . Or , if you a re ~oing t o be in Geneva after 
Friday , I could call on you at your convenience . 

Dr . Robert Oppenheimer , 
Hotel des Bergues , 
JJ , quai des Bergues , 
Geneve 

Sincerely yours, 

~,; 

Louis J . Halle 

Director's Office: Faculty Files: Box 19: Kennan, George, Professor and Emeritus, School of Historical Studies 1955-1971 
From the Shelby White and Leon Levy Archives Center, Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, NJ, USA



-,('._ ~l 
0 

-~ 
~\ 

~ ~ /\/\ 

t tJ 

Director's Office: Faculty Files: Box 19: Kennan, George, Professor and Emeritus, School of Historical Studies 1955-1971 
From the Shelby White and Leon Levy Archives Center, Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, NJ, USA



10 March 1964 

Memorandum to r.r. Morgaru 

Dr. Oppenheimer has authorized payment to Mrs. Rigmor 
Burlingham for pa.rt-time work for Professor Kennan, at the 
rato of 4.00 an hour, to be charged to Prof'e-ssor Kennan's 
assistant fund • 

Verna Hobson 

Copy to Professor Kennan 
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GEORGE F. KENNAN 
146 Hodge Road 

Princeton, New Jersey 
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2 May 1963 

Dear Mr. Kennanc 

I read your cable to Dr. Oppenheimer 
by telephone to Copenhagen this morning, 
and he asked me to send you word that be 
was always clear that the story was garbled; 
and that he is hopeful and eager to see 
YoU in June . 

The Oppenbeimers left last Saturday 
!or three weeks in Copenhagen and Paris. 

:e have informed Euz Henry, and are 
informing Mr. Hochschild, who is just back 
in this country . 

Best wishes to you and your fam1}¥, 
and to Dorothy, 

Ambassador George Kennan 
United States Embassy 
Belgrade 
Yugoslavia 

Verna Hobson 

Director's Office: Faculty Files: Box 19: Kennan, George, Professor and Emeritus, School of Historical Studies 1955-1971 
From the Shelby White and Leon Levy Archives Center, Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, NJ, USA



THE FOREIGN SERVICE 

OF THE 

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 

American Embassy, 
Belgrade, Yugoslavia. 

Dr. Robert Oppenheimer, 
Director, Institute for Advanced Study, 

Princeton, New Jersey. 

Dear Robert: 

April 29, 1963 . 

You will have seen the press speculations and leaks that have 
appeared in the press with regard to my future . I had nothing to do with 
the appearance of these items, and I have not welcomed them, since I 
should have pref erred that there be no announcement and no public discus­
sion of these matters before the beginning of July. 

It has been decided in Washington that no official announcement on 
this subject will be made there prior to Secretary Rusk's visit to Yugo­
slavia at the end of this week. Even then, there is a small area of un­
certainty concerning the final decision. Things have recently taken a 
turn for the better in our affairs here . There have been expressions of 
hope from senior levels in the Yugoslav government that I would not leave 
at this time . I have been prepared all along to prolong my stay here if 
I could have the feeling that this was strongly desired and that my 
activity as ambassador was part of a serious and determined effort to 
pl ace our relations with this country on a sound and hopeful basis . The 
possibility that I might remain after this summer is, however, a slender 
one. 

1fuenever the government 1 s announcement of my retirement is made, it 
would seem to me fitting if the Institute were to put out at the same 
time its own announcement of my resumption of residence and active status 
at the Institute -- particularly so because I believe the government in­
tends to mention, in its announcement, the Institute and my intention of 
returning to it . I am therefore addressing to the Director of the Foreign 
Service the following self- explanatory letter. 

I have much appreciated 
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I have much appreciated your keeping me inf orm.ed about the various 
problems that have arisen in connection with the faculty and its procedures, 
and the various nominations for appointment . I have not yet learned of the 
outcome of the April meeting of the Trustees and the planned meeting of 
the faculty; so I shall not attempt to connnent on these problems at this 
time . I hope it will not be too long before we can have the opportunity 
to talk personally of these and many other things. 

Very sincerely, 

t Y . 
e /. ~ennan 

or 

Enclosure: 

Copy of letter to 
Director of the Foreign Service 

• 
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tJl.TCUSSIFIED 

OFFICIJJ..-Th70Cil!AL 

Belgrade, Yugoslavia. 
April 29, 1963. 

Dear Tyler : 

I tin.ve just thi:; n;ornin rccei ved the neasage !rom the Acting 
... ocretary :.1~ that no announc ent eonoerni.ng WJ retir~ent i s 
to be iaae prior to the Secretary' e fortlico .... "'lin5 vi!}i t to Jelgr~e . 

31nc• it is pro able. as I understand it, that the govorni::ont's 
armouncemcmt will mention 'llfY connection with the Institute for 
Advanced Study, I think i t woul.d be hQ.lptul to the Institute if th 
Department ould let thSll have advance notice of any announc .enr. it 
~v ba preparin~ to uako, so that they cnn, it they .dsh, i!take at 
the E>~e til:le their cr.m announce;:\ent of ray in:.ention t o ro .. urr10 iork 
and re:lidence there . I would be &rate.fu1 it you "ould hold this in 
mind and see that .i..t io dono at tho proper tio.e. 

I have taken the liberty o.f sending a copy of this letter to 
Dr. Robert Oppenheimer., !rector,, Institute for Advanced Study. 

Th~ Honorable 
Tyler Thar.pson, 

George F. Kennan 
American Amb8.3sador 

Director Gaieral o! the Foreign Service, 
;aehington, D. C. 

Ull:LAS-SIFTIID 
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CLASS OF SERVICE 

This is a fast message 
unless iu deferred char­
acter is indicated by the 
proper symbol. 

WESTERN UNION 
TELEGRAM 1201 (4-GO) 

w . P. MARSHALL. PRESIDENT .JV 

SYMBOLS 

DL= Oay Lc:ucr 

N L= Night Lcctcr 

LT-Internationa l 
- Lener T e:lcgram 

The filing cime sh own in <he dare line on domes<ic relegrams is LO CAL TIME a< poinr of origin. Time of reccipr is~e""Y')inr i5f~sciifiion 37 

;PA238 SSF582 

~ CDU775 V/UB706 29 PD I NTL=CD BEOGRAD V I A RCA 29 1835:­

=LT OPPEIJHE l r .. 1ER I NS TITUTE ADVANCED STUDY = 

PR I NCE TON {NJER) USA= . I 
: P R ES S R EP 0 RT S RE H A RV ER D Q U I T E WR 0 N G r:1 AT T E RS S T AN D 

-· . ~-

PREC I SELY AS AL READY D I SCUSSED BET WEEN US PLE ASE TELL 

HOCHSCH ILD AND HENRY L ETTER FOLLOWS= 

KENNANo•• · 

THE COMPANY WILL APPRECIATE SUGGESTIONS FROM ITS PATRONS CONCERNING ITS SERVICE 
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C LASS Of SERVICE 

This is a fast message 
unless Its deferred char­
act~r is indicated by chc 
prope.r symbol. 

WESTERN UNI 0 N"-' oc~:~:~ , K 

TELEGRAM 1201 (4-60) 

w. P. MARSHALL. PR<910EHT 

NL=Nighr Lener 

LT-International 
- Letter T clc:gram 

~ · - J 

The filing t ime shown in the date line on domestic: tdegrams is LOCAL TIME at point of origin. Time of receipt i~ LG>W ~ ?t qohit of'<lc!stinaiQn ~ ') 

1 .~P A 2 7 6 = l 3 7 ) o '9 
1 

-------..... 
;p P CDV594 WUT1 62 YJU075 13 PD f f\l TL= CD B EOGRAD VIA 

RCA 18 11 620 := 

=LT OPPENH EI MER I NSTIT UTE ADVANCED STUDY= 

PR I NCETON (NJ ER )= 

:DI SREGARD L ETT ER MARCH FI RS T PROSPECTS I MPROV I NG= 

l<ENN AN= 

T HE COM PANY WILL APPREC IATE SUGG ESTIONS FROM ITS PATRONS CONC ERNI NG ITS SERVICE 
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5/17/63 

Mr. Galloway of the State Department called to give us press release they 
had written for release this afternoon. Said he did not know in what form 
the White House would give the release , but Kennan had asked S. D. to keep 
us informed! and if the Institute sho·lld uish to ::iake a st atement do so . 

"Our Ambassador to Yugoslavia George Kennan bas informed the President 
that he feels it necessary to return this autumn to his academic duties 
as a professor at the Institute for Advanced Study in Princeton. from which 
he had been given leave of ab~ence t o enable him to serve as .Ambassador to 
Yugoslavia . This move is in accord with Ambassador Kennan ' s long-standing 
plans . no decision has been reached with respect to Ambassador Kennan 1 s 
successor. 11 

This is COI:FI~ENI'IAL until a~er release has been given. 
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Cv.ss OP SERVlCE 

This is a fast: message 
unless its deferred chu­
actcr i1 ind icated by the 
proper sym bol 

WESTERN UNION 
TELEGRAM 1201 

w . P . MARSHALL. Ptt&•IOCHT 

SYMBOLS 

DL =Oay Letter 

LT-lnccrn ario nal 
-Letter T clqeram 

The 6ling ciJne shown In th.e date line on domcsdc tdegnm.s la STANDARD TIME ac point of origin. Time of cocdpc ls STANDARD TIME at poin t o f d cstinotio n 

-

~. J(ennan 

American Embassy 
Bel grade 
Yugosl avia 

oth the story from -el grade and the story from '"ash;ngton seem straight . 
They are consistent and clear . The Insti tut.e will gladly respond to 
enquiries but should not I think initiate a confirmation to the press. 
"'v!e l ook to your return i n the autumn with joy and hope to see you both 
i n a for tnight at Mount Kisco . Love ,, 

Y.itty and Robert 

THI! COMPANY WILL APPRl!CIATI! SUGGESTIONS !'ROM I T S PATRONS CONCERNING ITS Sl!RVlCI! 
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, 

May 13, 1963 
(DATE) 

FROM: THE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT 

TO: Dr. BOO ert O ppenheiiner 

FOR INFORMATION - DO NOT RETURN 

D TO HANDLE 
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May 13, 1963 

The Honorable George Kennan 
United tate .Ambaaaador to Yugoslavia 
cl o Department of tate 

ashington, D . (' . 

Dear George: 

Thank you ver y much for your letter of May 
to say, I am delight d to have it and to find that it confirm 
auppos 

Needless 
nrh.at e had 

e in the Univer ity -- and I use thi "Nie' co include the 
His:ory D partment a well a th oodrow ' Uson chool _"1 .....,yself -­
are certainly looking forward to your return to the Prine to • .::o ununity, 
and we hope that we can help to er ate here in Prlncet n t!- 0 

• 'l of it .. 
uation which ill be most r warding and ati fying toy 

All good wi he . 

inc rely. 

Robert F . Goheen 

RFG/eae / 

bee: Dr. Robert O ppenheime r 
wi th copy G. F . Kenna n ltr. 5/5/6 3 
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Dear Bob: 

r · : · '": 1
1 

6. ;-., ' • ... - !...: 

I < • ..:. r_ . 

THE FOREIG!~ SERVICE 

OF THE 

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 

C. 1 1 1 I 

• •-l •. ~ LC 
• ~ • t. .--. 

....... .. . ._ . 

American &nbasay, Belgrade, 
Mq 5, 196.3 

I have your letter o! April 2.4 and hasten to assure you th&t, 
while the Nev York Tim.ea report vaa technic~ true in the sense 
th&t I had been of!~a University professorship at HarY&l"d, it 
was not correct in conTe,'ing the impression that I had accepted it. 
I had written to President Pusey acme time ago in.t'o.nning him that 
I felt unable, llfhile serrlng abroad in this way, to make M7 tin&l. 
decisions concerning ~ ac&demic future and that I proposed. when 
I left here to return, initia.11.y at M7 rate, to ~ post at Princeton. 
I am con!ident that I had nothing whataoeTer to do with the lea.le. in 
Washington, which wa1 most unfortunate and has cauaed me a good deal 
of trnb&rrusment. 

I have had very much in mind in recent weeks the prospect o! 
making a contribution at the University in th~ second tenn o! next 
year, in t he field of politics, and have eTen begun reading tor it, 
t o t he extent this eanewhat hectic work pennite . 

Ve17 eincerel.J", 

Dr. Robert Goheen, 
Pr~ident, Princet on University, 

Princet on, Nev J eraey. 
RECEIVED 

MAY I 0 1963 
PRESIDENf S OF.f ICE 
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The presiden,t of the- I nstitute 
For Advanced Study 
Prineeton University 

P R · I N ·-(} E T 0 N • N. J". 

USA 
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~.Lsi; .J.i'eoruary .L':;loJ 
Dear Sir, 'Vhen Cardinal Spellman pretends so sanct: 
moniously-clumsily, like recently at the Berlin wal 
, to pray in public for the POOR and oppressed by 
CO.lll11Il,Jpism~ then he is evidently U'iing the very same 
un-Christian and arrogant way MULTILATERALLY in fa­
vour of the _ ULTRARICH and privileged of the PINK Am• 
rican Masonry and Jewry Mr.JFK quite evidently 
is lying, when he is speaking of a MULTILATERAL NAT( 
missile force, keeping the.missiles unilaterally fo: 
himself, like Mr . Spellman does his aid for the poor 
and oppressed by communism, at the same time. 
The unwise and dangerous for him silence of Yott for· 
mer professor Mr .G.F.Ke .to my appeal, recently forw; 
rded through You, only proves he is extremely fitt~ 
g in that suicidal Spellman train of thoughts too. 
Si!lcerely Yours 1":::4~.e...... YA--~ 

Dr.Milan Vomacka, Zagreb III., 

F k.,,,.~A"'v.../ Karasovaul .J, Yugoslavia .... f!J.-G- .........,.,-. -... 
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THE FOREIGN SERVICE 

OF THE 

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 

f 

American Embassy, Belgrade, 
March 1, 1963 

Dear Robert: 

On February 19 I wrote you, somewhat opt~tia3lly, saying that 
I expected to be able to attend the colloquium at Ht. Kisco . Since 
then a number of things have come up which affect my program for the 
remai.riing months of service at this post, and it begins to appear 
less and less likely that I could free myself for so long a period 
from official duties on this side of the water. It looks as though 
I should have to come home briefly for the week of June 9-15 for other 
matters . But to try to leave here before the end of May would involve 
my being absent from my post almost without interruption from mid- May 
to the beginning of July. I doubt that the Department of state would 
view this favorably; and I think chances are that even if I attempted 
to plan it this way, I would only find it necessary to change plans at 
the last moment . It is, among other things, quite possible that Mr . 
Khrushchev might be coming here in June, and that our Government would 
place some importance on my being here at the time of his visit. 

He are now firming up the arrangements for final departure from 
Belgrade sometime in August and for taking the custody of our house 
in Princeton, once again, as of September lo That would seem to me to 
be, prospectively, the most suitable day for the resunption of my status 
at the Institute; and unless you have objection I shall propose this 
to the Government . 

I have thought much, since returning to Europe, of our talks 
and of the problems of the Institute. You know, without my reiterating 
it, how I feel about all this . I have been grateful to receive the 
accounts of the faculty meeting and am particularly pleased that a 
satisfactory solution seems to have been found of the pr oblem of 
Professor Milnor. 

With wamest regards to Kitty, 
/ 

Yours, 
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D B MILAN VOMACKA 

Cersorship danger f or all INCOMING letterer 
( 

ZAGREB III., Karasova ul . 3 , 
19th January 1963 . 
Yugoslavia 

The Presi dent of The Institute f or advanced study 

Princeton University 

P R I N C E T 0 N, N.~. 

Dear Sir, 
1'/hen all is said and done , only by American fault and guilt 

the USA- fed r ed Yugoslav Stat e- police conspiratively put me since long 
under a virtual DEATH-SENTENCE by starvation: I am neither permitt ed 
to work and earn here (for the very same phenomenon the USA recently 
accus ed Hungary befor e the UNO!) nor am I per mit t ed to qui t this country. 
No passport for me either. 

It would take too much time and be by far too dangerou s to 
exp lain that unfathomable to a normal west ern brain phenomenon h ere , in 
a half- and- half censorshi p- condition ed lett er . 

Your former professor , Mr . George Kennan (whom t he Soviet 
government dismissed as a should- be NAZI several year s ago !), knows all 
about that problem of mine but h e does not want to help me fo r reasons 
being completely i ncompatible with American and western interests . 

Ther efore I was , unfortunately, forced to start an extr emel~ 
wel l-gr ounded anti- Kennan campaign wi th quite a ser i es of Whit e House , 
Senate and Congr ess personalities . And should Mr . Kennan not help me 
very s oon I shall , unfortunately, be forced to extend my desperate 
campaign against all t hose Kennan attitudes to the American press 
(ANONYMOUSLY , of course ) too . 

Because Mr . Kennan is , unfortunately , completely ou t of 
reach for me by r egular mail or reception , I must beg You to for ward 
kindly that bad news to Mr . Kennan . Of course, You cannot do that by 
r e~lar mail (better use State Department channels ! ), because such a 
le er would never r ea ch (CENSORSHIP for all incoming letters ! ) Mr . Kennan 
and would only be detrimental to ALL concerned sides . 

If You don ' t want to undertake anything, Sir~ , then I must 
beg You to destroy kindl{ that l etter (or keep it for Mr . Kennan ' s first 
visit with Your Universi y ! ), not r e t urning it in any cas e for c ensorship 
reaf?ons . 

Begging You to forgive me the intrusion and troubles I am 
causing You by t his unusua l way of writing in that most desperat e 
situat ion I am kept in here, I r emain 

most r espectfully and sincerely Yours 

Eventual answers via : Mrs .Lenemarie Vomacka, Zagreb r., Ilica 30 , 
c/o MLADOST 
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Dear Robert, 

THE FOREIGN SERVICE 

OF THE 

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 

American Embassy, Belgrade, 
November 16, 1962 

In writing this letter, I am drawing on your patience to let me 
talk a bit about my future. The time has come when I am afraid I have 
to make at least termtive plans . Letters lie on my desk from both the 
~/oodrow Wilson School at Princeton and the Fletcher School of Diplomacy 
at Tufts, asking me to teach at those places . Pusey, who spoke to me 
this last sunnner about a 11university professorship" at Harvard, is 
waiting for an answer. And Yale, which has offered me Bemis 1 position, 
has sho~m itself inclined to wait patiently, but not indefinitely, for 
a reaction. All in all, I have the feeling that I owe to many people 
an early clarification of my future plans. The debt is not made easier 
for me by the knowledge that this is, in view of my age, the last 
decision of this nature I can expect to make . lfuatever I decide, I must 
be prepared to live with for the remainder of my active life, if I am 
to accomplish anything worthwhile. 

No one, of course, can make this decision for me . But I am very 
lonely in it here. I cannot talk to anyone here about plans to leave 
my post next sunnner, for it would weaken such present usefulness as I 
have. Nor would there be anyone here who would understand these things 
even if I could talk about them. So I want you to let me expose this 
problem to you as I see it, and to tap once more your own judgment, 
which has been of greater help to me in the past than t hat of any 
other friend . 

Two main alternatives seem to me to present themselves. One is 
that I yield to the most obvious and insistent pressures and spend the 
remainder of my active academic life in the formal position of a pro­
fessor of politics or of recent diplomatic history -- actually as an 
instructor of young people in the viewing of contemporary life. The 
other is that I genuinely withdraw into history -- and into a period 
and branch of history suf'ficiently remote from our present problems of 
international affairs so that there is no danger of my being drawn into 
the vortex of discussion that surrounds them. I shall tell you presently 
what I have in mind, in detail, if this were the course to be adopted . 

The first alternative has more to be said for it than might i.mme­
diati.y appear. The fact that this is, overwhelmingly, what people 
want of me and expect of me -- what students invariably look to me for 

Dr . J . Robert Oppenheimer, 
Director, The Institute for Advanced Study, 

Princeton, New Jersey. 
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seems to me to be of itself a powerful argument in its favor. Beyond 
that there is the ever-recurrent reflect i on, with which so many of us 
have wrestled in recent years, that the time is critical beyond words 
that what is at stake in the outcome of contemporary issues is not just 
the study of history but its very continuation, and that the least one 
could do to help assure that there continues to be a history to be 
studied would be more important than the greatest historical manuscript 
one could add to the ashes of a holocaust . 

On the other hand, I would not look forward much to this sort of 
thing. I would find it, incidentally, incompatible with a further 
association with the Instituteo It would mean a disorderly, harried 
life, marked by endless pressures to sound off about passing things, 
which one understands imperfectly. It would be al.most impossible to 
conduct this lii'e without being swept at every point into the cacoph-
ony of commercialized chitchat about world events. I would be working 
in a field which is not a discipline, and I would not lmow how to make 
an orderly presentation of what I have to offer . ~fy views on current 
problems would be apt to make universities uncomfortable, and to estrange 
such mass media as might be initially lured into purveying them. I 
would probably be pressed to speak too much; the voice would soon wear 
thin; nothing permanent or even identifiable would r emain to mark the 
effort . 

The second alternative, obviously, implies a field of study to which 
I could address myself over a period of several years - one which would 
really interest and absorb me -- and one in which I would hope to make 
some sort of lasting contribution to hiS!;)rical scholarship. I have 
thought a bit about this, and I think I can see such a field. In its 
broadest aspects, it is the development of outlooks and tastes in the 
modern world (not just 11estern Europe, but Russia and the United States 
as well) in the period from - - roughly -- 1815 to the events of mid­
century: 1848, the Crimean ~Jar and freedom of the serfs, the Civil 
Uar in our country, etc . This is the period of transition from the 
clear and symmetrical concepts of 18th century culture to the strange 
Victorian world of the latter half of the century . It has always 
intrigued me as a problem in aesthetics; but I am no less interested 
in the intellectual and political impulses that produced the romantic 
movement . All of this interests me particularly because, in so far as 
any period can be said to have been decisive in l aying the origins of 
the problems of our own time, this one seems to me to answer most 
closely to this description. 

: /hat I envisage, at this stage, is nothing so ambitious as a single 
book . It is rather that I would choose this as a field in which to 
work over this coming decade, while I can still hope to be able to have 
some creative capacity . I should like to steep myself in the entire 
period - - to try to make myself a part of it in every way -- to become 
conscious, in so far as a historian can do so at all, of all of the 
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currents and impulses to which men were exposed at t hat t ime -- to let 
this work in me, and t hen to detennine, as spirit and occasion n:ight 
dictate, what I want to express, and what form to give it . 

This is, it seems to me, a task for which I am as well-fitt ed as 
for any. It would permit me to use the languages I know: Russian, 
German, French, plus some of the Scandinavian and the secondary Slavic 
languages . It precludes me entirely neither from American history nor 
from Russian history. It would permit me to do what I have always 
wanted to do: namely, to study more deeply the Russian literature of 
this period -- but to do t his without covering in the same way and 
from the same standpoint all the ground so ably covered by Isaiah 
Berlin and Venturi and others . 

Two or three weeks ago I delivered t 9'rlectures at the University 
here (in Serbo- Croatian) on the visits to America and Russia, respect­
ively, of Tocqueville and Gustine, in the 1830s . I greatly enjoyed 
preparing these (Betty Horton helped me on one of them when I was home 
last summer) and genuinely regretted that I could not pursue the 
i~ries further . 

Should this alternative be selected, what I should like, ideally, 
to do is to combine deep reading and resear ch with a certain amount of 
teaching and lecturing -- the lecture series varying from time to time 
(perhaps every two or three years) with the trend of my own interest 
and inquiry. Books would probably come out of the lecture series; 
they seem to have a habit of doing so . I think I need the stimulus 
and discipline of some teaching and lecturing to carry me in a field 
so vast and so remote, in many ways, from the preoccupations of our 
generation. It would be my hope that at the end of several years of 
immersion in this field I would have produced, in some form., something 
that would have permanent value, and more than minor . 

If I were to take this course, I would regard my contribution to 
public life of our time as completed and I would e.xpec't to detach myself 
completely from the public discussion of contemporary affairs (Dorothy 
smiles as I dictate this; but she is wrong) . 

If this last were to be the decision, the further question arises 
as, to where one should work . I could of course use the Institute as a 
base for study and research and try to do the teaching and lecturing 
elsewhere as I did at Yale and Harvard in the period before I went back 
to government. This is not wholly satisfact0ry, for a number of reasons, 
personal and otherwise. I am inclined to feel that it would be better 
to have a single campus on which to try to do this sort of thing, to be 
resident on it and to have a regular status on it. The university pro­
fessorship at Harvard, with its rather mild, implied obligation to 
contribute in the field of teaching but with i~s great flexibility and 
its lack of association with any particular department, would seerJ. close 
to ideal from this standpoint . 
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On the other hand, Annelise would prefer to remain in Princeton, 
and indeed I do not look forward much personally to pulling up stakes. 
,;e are well-established in Princeton and happy in our friendships there. 
One forgets what a lovely pl ace it is until one is suddenly put up in 
all seriousness against the prospect of leaving it for some place else . 
I need not tell you that it would be with real sorrowthat I would leave 
the Institute where, all the troubles and asperities notwithstanding, 
I have a deep sense of attachment to my colleagues and to the place, 
and above all to yourself and Kitty. 

These, then, are the alternatives . I do not ask you to choose for 
me . I wish only that you would comment on them in your way. You know 
that whatever choice is made, nothing will ever weaken my appreciation 
for what you and the Institute have done for me . :J-iatever I may accom­
plish as a scholar, in these remaining years, will be something that 
would never have happened withoutjOur confidence in me and without 
your help and encouragement . 

The last weeks here have been terribly difficult ones . :mat the 
Congress did with respect to the l:ost-Favored- Nation treatment and aid 
to Yugoslavia re~~h~ered not just my own efforts of the past 
year and a .half aftM f'~ose who have been associated with me here 
but much of what ha een accomplished in previous years as well . I 
cannot recall any instance of an action more drastically and needlessly 
destructive, or more utterly without positive r ationale . As the Yugo­
slavs keep saying: ·1 /horn was this supposed to benefit? '' There is some 
hope that .we can get some of this r eversed over the course of the winter. 
If we cannot, it will be quite disastrous for our relations with the 
Yugoslavs . It has been a comfort to me that the latter know very well 
what my ovm position has been with regard to these matters and have 
treated me here with sympathy and consideration in what they know is 
a very difficult personal position. But all this has been a blow, and 
I am ~ much aware that what needs most to be done for U.S.-Yugoslav 
relations has to be done in i,ashington rather than here. 

\:ith most affectionate greetings to Kitty and yourself, 
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4 December 1962 

Dear George: 

I was most grateful for your long, detailed letter of November 16th, and 
even more grateful for our telephone conversation on the day that your letter reached 
me. You arc, of course, quite ri,;tt that no one can, and no one sho ild atteJ:Ipt to 
make these decisions for you, and rey ,rineipal counsel is that you follow the 
dictates of your conscience and your own sense of anticipation and fitness with 
regard to the years ahead. I remember Justice Frankf'urter's story of the colored 
:;an who had been convicted o! burglary, and who, when the judge asked him whether 
he had any words to say, replied, "Just this, Judge, remember ;rou are talcing an 
awful lot of liberty wi tb another man's life. n I hope that you will remember 
this story, too, in giving a.'l appropriately small wei{jlt to what other people 
expect of you, and a very great one to what you expect of yourself. 

What I can do is to review again what I know of the true meaning of an 
Insti.tute appointment, and perhaps at the end to make a procedural suggestion that 
z.ay help you in reaching your own conclusion. You roust know that I cherish you as 
colleague and neighbor far too rruch to trust my own objectivity. 

It is, of course, clear that no man would have reason to accept a professor­
ship at the Institute unless he had a serious and continuing interest in advanced 
study. There is no presumption that tho subject of study, or the style, will be 
the same aft.er a rnan has been here a while as it was to start with, and important 
changc:s have indeed occurred in the intellectual development of D'.any rr.ambers of 
our faculty . 'rlith regard to teaciung, the situation is very zruch freer, and the 
practice very much more active than you may know. For obvious reasons, I am 
disturbed when a temporary rembcr does :::-uch teaching, since escape from that is one 
of the purposes and benefits of membership; but perhaps a majority of our faculty 
members do in fact teach from ti.me to t:L'lle . Cherniss is giving a rourse for 
Princeton right now; Dyson did la.st year; I·anofsicy has often lectured in New York; 
and all o! the young physicists, like you, have come here vi.th little or no 
professorial activity behind them, and like you) find it, in moderation, helpful 
and constructive. I realiZP that a visiting lectureship in a remote place away 
from home is not at all the same tiling as teaching at home, but I a.'tl sure that in 
the department at Princeton, as well as in the School, there will be a recurrent 
and varied need for just such things as you liiOuld wish to provide, &.."'ld I even have 
the hope that before long the quality of Rutgers University may be worthy of the 
small state which it serves. I see, indeed, no conflict at all between your being 
here at the Institute and your t eaching, at times that seem right to you, in nearby 
campi. 

There is one other point: the Institute was surely not primarily designed 
by Flexner as a forW!I for the discussion of public issues, though there was enough 
of All .:>auls in his model to ro · orce rather than to preclude that. I would rem.ind 

Director's Office: Faculty Files: Box 19: Kennan, George, Professor and Emeritus, School of Historical Studies 1955-1971 
From the Shelby White and Leon Levy Archives Center, Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, NJ, USA



- 2 -

YoU that our first professorial appointment was Albert Einstein, and that his pro­
nouncements on public issues are sufficiently numerous and voluminous to r.iake more 
than one book. I remind you that Earle and von Neumann, and indeed I myself, have 
not felt silenced, nor even inhibited, b.r our attachment to this place. For all 
these reasons, I see nothing in our tradition, our practice, or our purposes which 
would necessarily inhibit any of the variations you descril.-e as possible for your 
future li!e • 

It is true that involvement in public affairs, teaching, and study are 
probnbly rather more universal in the narvard faculty than in ours; and it is also 
true that the Cambridge com:nunlty- is a larger and, I believe, richer conmru.nicy than 
ours in Princeton, not in all fields, but taken as a whole. I know that these 
considerations may speak for Harvard, and I would understand that. But my practical 
suggestion is that you seek to post~one the decision between the Institute and 
Harvard until you have k!'t the public service, and had some substantial sample of 
private and scholarly life. I would imagine that Pusey would be prepared to keep 
the chair warm for you, since it is not a departmental one, and would not be filled 
by another 1nan, and since I know that very late appointments- -much later than ycurs 
would be--have often been made. I would suggest that you come back to the Institute 
vhen you are free to do so, and try it f or six months, or whatever time seems right, 
and at that point reopen or close the University Professorship at Harvard. I think 

th.at this will enable you to make a decision the visdcm of which you will have less 
reason to doubt than any- that you could make today. As for the woodrow Wilson School, 
it would seem to 1:1e enough to express appreciation and interest, but to defer any 
cornr.i tment. As for Yale, I should think that you might decline in order to clear 
your desk of at least one decision. 

l remind you again that my e!f or ts to be of help to you may be thoroughly 
undone by my own concern to have you near me. I! you are ready to make the Harv-A!'d 
decision, and sure of your ground, this letter should not make it harder for you. 

Kitty sends you both her affectionate wishes. I have talked with her of 
your letter, and in general terms I think she agrees with me. And I send my very 
best to Annelise and to you . Perhaps we shall see ea.ch other in June. 

Tbe Honorable George Kennan 
American Amba.ssaaor 
Belgrade 
Yugoslavia 

Robert Oppenheimer 
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cc Mr . Morgan 

20 April 19)9 

The ':I'nmtees c r the In:iti tut.a,, ·eeting on April 18th, 
have fixed yor;:r salar.r, and that of your colleagues, at 

22 1 500 a nr, starting Jul:; 1, 1959. 

I mn glad to tell you the good new::. 

ery sincerely, 

obert OnperJ1eimer 

· :rofc:::r.or George Ken."'1111 
The Ir.sti. tute for Ad\-anced Stuc\r 
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27 October 1959 

Dear George: 

It seems to me very good of you to undertake 
the voyage of discovery to Boston and way stations. 
I should have said that you~ charge the upenses 
of this trip to Institute travel funds, r ather than 
t.o your own, since you are undertaldng it not .for 
your work bu.t to help the i.Dsti tution. 

Very sincerely, 

Robert Oppenheimer 

Protessor George Kennan 
The Institute for Advanced Study 

Cow to: Mr. M:organ 
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Dear Pro!easor lennanr 

At tt eir sting on ebruary 91 1961, the Board ot 
Trwsteea. of tbe Insti tut for Advm ced St"tJEtr wted to grant 
70u 1eaw of absence as Prof"eaeor in the School of Historical. 
Stu.dies, to begin with our next s«llOSter, July 11 1961., aa1 
to extend 1ndai'inite]¥. At the see time, the Board uked 
me to e~ss t.o you their earnest good W'iabea in your new 
service to our country. 

Duri.og ;your absence, we eh all expect to con t.inllG our 
pa.ym.enta to the !Und for your retire:Jent. r. organ and I 
will, cf course, be &lad to tall! "1th you, and hopeful of 
helping you., in any of the practical. or rinancial roblems 
that may- be occasioned by your departure. 

Protueor George K9Dl:lml 
The Institute for Advanced St~ 

CCI l'fr. Leidesdorf 
rfr. !!organ 

Very sincerel7• 

Robert. Oppenheimer 
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THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY 

PRINCETON, NEW JERSEY 

SCHOOL OF HISTORICAL STUDIES 

If~ 
~ ~ 1~t>t{fitl/~ t 

7~Mil: 
tddP_ ~tr~J:d 

f!tWl Y-U-~- . 
t 

~/:!( 
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THE I TITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY 

PRINCETON, NEW JERSEY 

November 24, 1958 

Dr. Oppenheimer: 

Mr . Kennan wanted me to send you this latest 
from Professor Gilmore for your in:formation. He 
asked me to say that his first reaction is to 
tell Professor Gilmore simply that he will be 
available at Harvard ' s di sposa.l, beginning April 10, 
for the remainder of April and May, and will arrange 
the lectures to suit their convenience. 

Mr. Kennan has left for New York (a study 
group at the Council on Foreign Relations) and 
Washington (lecture at the National War College) 
and will plan to see you about this after the 
Thanksgiving holiday. 

Attachment: 
Gilmore f'ile. 

k 
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THE FOREIGN SERVICE 

OF THE 

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 

ADDRESS OF'FICJAL. COMMUNICATIONS TO 

American Embassy, Belgrade, 
September 22, 1961 

Dear Robert : 

In mid-July, I r e creived fran Arthur Link a letter enclosing 
a copy of hi~ letter to you of June 27, concerning the place of 
diplomatic history at the Institute. With the opening of the new 
term, I am sure you will be having thi s problem on your mind. 
Whether the following thoughts , coming from one now so remote geo­
graphically and so little in touch, will be useful, I cannot know. 
I offer them on the chance. 

Ther e are, of course , three questions involved here, intimately 
connected but not identical. One is that of modern European histo:!'y 
generally; another -- diplanatic history; a third - - American history. 
I would like to see an interest and ccmpetency in all three fields 
reflected in the composition of the Institute's faculty and in t._~e 

work done there by temporary members . 

Modern European history, in this sense , could mean anything 
frc:m the beginning of the Renaissance down to World War II; and if 
the scope is to be broad enough to serve our purposes, it must embrace 
dipl anatic history as -well as that of domestic affairs. In the case 
of the history of European countries over these_ centuries it would 
be a narrow interest indeed, and one t oo highly specializ~d -- surely 
for our purposes, which did not include the external relations of these 

"countries as well as phases of internal development. 

The same applies to American history. Surely no American historian 
whose interests did not include the external relat ions of our country 
would be suitable for inclusion on the Institute facul ty. 

Dr. J. Robert Oppenheimer , 
Director, '[he Institute for Advanced Study, 

Princeton, New Jersey. 

We could 
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We could assume , t herefore, that if appointments were made in 
either of these fields , strength would be added to the resources 
available for the pursuit of diplomatic history at the Institute. 

And this , it seems to me, is the proper way for such strength 
to come . Diplomatic history is not a discipline in itself, nor is it 
separable from political history generally. Anything of any value 
-written about the diplomacy of a country assumes an adequate knowledge 
of all those factors of internal life out of which impulses of diplo­
matic action emergeo Our problem comes back, therefore, to the one 
which caused us so much difficulty during this past term: the possi­
bility of appointments in these fields of modern ~uropean history and 
Pmerican history. 

I have respect for what I understand to be the op:mion of some 
of my colleagues : that we should look for distinguished scholars where 
we can find them, taking their fie lds of interest as they come , and should 
not be concerned for the encouragement of one or another field of scholar­
ship as such at the Institute . To the extent that this means •re should 
not take peo:ile for the sake of encouraging work in~ given field whose 
qualifications we would not otherwise consider adequate, I am thoroughly 
in agreemento However, I can see no reason why it should not be a 
source of concern to us that fields of knowledge whicl:}1.end themselves 
to inquiry at the Institute , and in relation to which valuable work 
has been accomplished there in the past~ should continue to have their 
place among the objects of study within our walls . It seems to me that 
just as the existence of a strong collection of boor~ in a given field 
always represents a commitment on library procurement policies , so the 
existence of strength in ? given field at such an institution as ours , 
with the undefinable advantages of tradition and precedent it brings 
with it, represents in itself something worth cherishing and preservin6 
and, if possible, continuing. I have no shame, therefore, in my feeling 
that we ought to be concerned for the continuation of modern history as 
a subject of study at the Institute and that for this reason we ought 
to be UIL~appy at the absence of modern historians on our faculty and 
anxious to correct the deficiency if we can properly do so within the 
limits of our own standardso 

Even these standards) however) must be taken with relation to the 
subject itself. They cannot be borrowed from other diiciplineso I am 
inclined to doubt that you will ever find in the field o~ modern history 
the grand elder statesmen) revered and detached, who exist in other fields 
of inquiry and some of whom we have been privileged to bave among our 
colleagues. Modern history is too close to the dust and sweat of the 
present0 Its devotees are too ept to be carried off, as I myself have 
sometimes beenJ into the activities and the contradictions of the present 

day. 
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day. There ar e exceptions , of course, but for some reason or other 
it seems to be ~ field that offers its attractions mostly to youn3er 
meno ftll these circumstances seem to me to const.'..tute only ressons 
why we must ask ourselves w'iether the standards to be applied should 
be considered identical to those which we apply in other fieldso I 
am not suggesting they should be m~re lax; I am only suggesting that 
t heir severity should be of a different nature . 

All these thoug 11ts incline me to feel that we should not desist 
fran the effort to :nake appointments in this field . On the ot:her hand 
I must also recognize that if we were to apply th~ -~~dards voiced at 
our faculty table last year, it is unlikely that ~appointmentjwill 
ever be made . If link and Beloff are not considered acceptable in the 
""ield of American h.'..sto:-y -- Link because his interests are not wide 
enough, and Bel off because his are too -,,ride - - I would not know where 
to turn. 

Link 's l ett er, of course , is directed specifically to dipl omatic 
history. This is a problem which goes beyond t~e questi~n of pr ofes­
sorships , and includes memberships as well. Here again, I am inclined 
t o t hink there will have t o be somewhat 6reater flexibility than we have 
had in the past if the sort of thing that Link has in ~ind is ever to be 
realizedo ~at we need is to be able to bring together a number of 
scholars of different ages and s-r;ages of development, and for varyin3 
times , depending on their work and tbeir situation. I think, too, that 
we do need something in the way of rb~ular contact between them and mutua 
cr i~icism and discussion -- sanething akin to, perhaps , cut certainly 
not identica 1 with 1 the physics seminar. There .:.s no one who is more 
skeptical than I about any ~orm o~ collective work in the ~ield of 
history, and this is not what I am. suggesting. But the ~cneliness :n l~ 
which my own work was performed at the Institute in these recent years ' 
was extreme and in my view excessive. fside from your mm kind interest, ~ 
Fe is and Woodward were my only mainstays. Fe ither of them was always "/1 
available , and neither will presumably be very much a?ailable in future. • 
I think it would have been better for me had there been more people vi th 
whom I could have talked over what I was doing, and raore peoole in whose 
work I had taken an inter est, even ~-f this delayed the accomplishment of i 
my own. I agree with Link that !Princeton is an admirabl e cent er (I 
would know of none better, anywhere in the world) for the pursuit of 
modern and recent diplonqtic history. The Institute can offer unique ~ 
facilities for this sort of work; and in my opinion the Institute will 
be impover ishing not only itself but the Princeton community if it fails, 
for reasons of mere administrative inelasticity, to do what it can along 
these lines . 0\ 

I think this is all I can say that will be ueeful at this time. 
~.Y-ou know t'Jat I came away from Princeton last spring with a real 
feeling o.., concern for the future at the Institute o:: those i' .:.elds of 

scholarship 

~ : 
'-.::: 
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scholarshin in which I c~ a tiny part but vhich I strongly 
feel ought not to lose their place in the activities of the Institutea 

With warm.est personal greetings to my colleagues on the Faculty, 

Very sincerely, 
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$ 
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DAY LETTER TELEGRAM E 
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Ambassador and Mrs . Kennan 
American Em.baBsy 
Belgrade 
Yui:,c'sl avia 

1206 (4-55) 
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""" With worrow tell of Lady ·-1oodward ' s death . 
today. With all affection . ~ 

Your good letters 21st 22nd arrived 

Kitt.v and Robert 
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THE INSTITUTE FOR ADV AN CED STUDY 

PRINCETON, NEW JERSEY 

February 27, 1961 

Robert: 

I send you this just to show you an example 
of the sort of thing I have been doing in quan­
tities greater thai. outsiders might suppose . 
This involved two different readings of a 400-500 page 
thesis . There is a lot of this that comes the way 
of anyone concerned with recent diplomatic history; 
and it is work which I find particularly suitable 
for a professor here at this Institute, who is 
spared the usual teaching load. 

Dr. J. Robert Oppenheimer, 
Director, 

{,,,,~( J(' Gig/ id.nnan 

The Institute for Advanced Study. 
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SCHOOL OF HISTORICAL STUDIF.S November 1 7, 1959 

Dr . Oppenheimer : 

For your information -

George Kennan 
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THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY 

PRIN CETON, NEW JERSEY 

October 21, 1959 

Dear Bill: 

I enclose, tor the event that you have not seen it, a letter f'rom 
President Goheen ot Princeton University to Mr. John A. McCone, Director 
ot the United States Atomic Energy Commission. sident Goheen had 
spoken to me about this the other day when we ha ned to meet socially. 
He is much troubled about the matter, and rightl He did not ask me 
to wr1 te you; I am doing this on my own i · e but will send him a 
cow of this letter for his information. ---....... 

I would like to support very st o e view he has put torward. 
Not only am I sure that Mr. Gohe o have overstated the awkward-
ness and wmaturalneas which would e ved tor the University by deny-
iag Mr. Shevchenko access to t th e unclassified operations, but I 
am persuaded that it is not i attempt to retaliate personally 
against Soviet visitors and n t country tor all the limitations 
placed on Americans in Rues d haTe ref'rained entirely from 
entering upon this particul and thus have given no opportunity 
tor Mr. Shevchenko h there might have been something to 
be said for that; vi once accepted him as an academic guest in 
this country tor al nger p od of time, our best course, surely, is 
to send him back t k1 rather than hostile feelings toward the 

ived here, and this will certainly not be 
accomplished by an att to apply to him artificial restrictions not 
justified by normal security considerations and not suffered by sny of 
those with whom he is associated. 

I very much hope that the canpetent authorities withd.n our government 
can find it possible to give consideration to President Goheen•s views and 
to reexlimine the position that has been taken in this question. 

The Honorable 
William S. B. Lacy, 
c/o Department of State, 
Washington 25, D. c. 

GFK:dmh 

Very sincerely yours, 

George F. Kennan 
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!here tollon the text ot the C~aaioll'• torml. Jleaolution on 
th1a aubJect, dated ~ 211 1958. '?hi• RHolut1oo vu tranamitted to tbe 
lecreta17 ot State vith a letter tram Preaident Arthur 8. Adam, elated 
June 23, 1958: 

~elf BY THI C<IMIBSICB QI ID™ICll All> D'IDllATXCllA.L An>JifJ 
at !Bl AMIRICAJ COUICII. (Jf IDu::ATICll CCfiCIRliDO J'RllDCll at 

IOfDmft' FOR UCl!UGI VISI'!Ull 1JO( THI u.s.s.R. 

'!he Ccamiaa1on on tiucat1on and International. Attain ot the Amrican 
Council on lducatioa bu oo'ted vith aatiatact1on the prog.reH which bu been 
mde ill the deftlopm19:it ot a C\lltural excb&nge program between the u.s.s.ft. 
and the United Statea. It hope• t.h&t. tlw recent &gillWllt vill be only tlw 
tirat step toward cona1de1'bly ex;p&Med axcbani• act1Tit1ea liith Ruuia in 
t.be t·..iture. 

In order that the portion ot thl program attectinc Jtue•ian vtaitora 
to th1• country 11/&Y h&Te maxi.mull ettectiveneea, it 1• ea1.nti&l. that the .. 
vieitore gain knowledge &Dd u:aderatanding ot the Amar1can ~ ot lit•, not 
merely traii what they are told, but primarily trom what they actually 
experience. The Comm.1sa1on believe• that they should be permitted to 
enjoy to the greatest po1sibl• extent tbe treed.OID9 •hich American 
citisen• take tor granted. 

freedom ot movement is onie o! those fundame!lt&l. ri.ght8 cb&rac­
terietic of lite in the United StatH. 'nlo8 Coami••1on on lducation &!ld. 
International Attain, therefore, notes with concern tbat ltuaaia:ul coming 
to this countey under the recently •igoed technical, cultural, and 
educational agrH99nt will be attected bJ apeci&l. re1trictiona which wre 
originally ettabli•bed tor Ruaei.&n d1pla11at• to match restriction.a on our 
diplO!Dll.ta 1n tbe U .a .s .R. In tM li&bt ot available intonation, tbe 
Cllll:miasion considers that !reed.all cf movemmnt tor Ruaai.an viaitora vould 
be advanu.geoua to the United. States, rep.rd.l.eH ot any restrtctio.o.e on 
travel that tne U.S.S.R. rsw.y impoae on .Amrican citheoa 1n Ru.a11&. '!his 
country baa the opportunity, the CoI!lll1aeion believe•, to demonatrate a 
•i&ni.ticant dttterence betvwen lite in the tree world and lite in areaa 
vbera auch treedou are not en.Joyed. 

It it tlwretore rec~ed. that the United States Government 
in coad.uctina cult'"'1 excbaoge prolJ"llM with the Soviet Unioa 1.m;poee 
no re1trict1ona on the movem.nt ot :Ruaai.an viaitora vh.icil are not conaidered. 
eaaenti&l., in the 1.ntereet ot national aecurity, for Tie1tors tran other 
toreigo couotrie1. 
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Dear Geort;e: 

SPECIAL ASSISTANT TO THE SECRETARY or STATE 

WASHINGTON 

November 101 1959 

I a~ologize for tr.e delay in answeriflb your letter of 
October 21, 19~9. As you reay well unaerstand this matter has 
been considered bJ more than d. few agencies of this Government. 
and a reply to President Go~een awai~ec a cor.solidation of the 
positions of those agencies, an operaticn not easily t:onsumated. 

I sincerely oelieve, George, tha~ the position ~e have 
described in my letter to President Goheen is the oes t we can 
adopt. I ao not mean, of course, that it is iaeal. We have said 
that in dealing with the Soviets on exchan€es, ar. ins•st.ence ozi 
reciorocity affords us some opportunity to get our p&opLe into 
t.he Soviet Union and no thine; else does . We kr.ow ·~.th-~ ind1 vi dual 
Soviet acadeIIll.c i ans, industrialists, artists and others a~e ea::,er 
to receive O'-lr oeople generously and without imposing unreasonable 
limitations on their activities; uni'ortunately, ..his .... s not the 
attitude of their burea~cratic masters. 

I fear that you will not be satisfied wi.Lh the u.newer to 
President Goheen l'fh.:.ch I have been obliE;ed to send ln.m, bt.. t I 
hope that your painful experience with the Soviets provides 
you some basis ~or undPrztanding why we m~st stand wnere we do. 
I r.rust add that I net c::ly hope but believe that if t!1e exchu.nges 
in the broad fields covered by the agreement can cor.tim.:.e, th• 
mer: in t.he .Kremlin ~i.11 find it L"lcreasingly di1ficu.lt to- inhibit 
the activities of ou.r people in the Soviet Union on ax<..:hange 
visits. But until th:.,t happy cay arr·ive::. I must, i t seems to :ne, 
insist on strict reciprocity in all importan~ excha.~bes . 

My very best to you and your fa~ily. 

Mr. Georfe F. Kennan, 

Faithfull,y yours,~~ 

lf.illiam s. g. Lacy 

'!be Institute for Advanced Study, 
School of Historical Stuc1es, 

Princeton, New Jersey. 
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OM:' ,,._idm\ Oohecns 

I refc- \o JOU.r le~t.er <Uted Ootobor 14. 195~, to 
:;.or~ Herter con••ming th• propo•ed ucti.ange under whi'2h 
GoY"Wt phr.doin Y. J~ ~mio .rould corM to rrinc.ton for cm• 
yea.r vhil• Ur. ihan17 Hill would spEd a lik• period of time at the 
Inst! tut• ot l'h)'ai oa in 1 i0eoow. lour let t,er a.leo raieea oertain 
l"l\198\io~ oonoaning thia '.11.>Tenudllt' e Q\lrrent -axchang• polic) 
with th• U • .: • • R. whian l vill diiuni.a• bet ore procHding t.(· t,he 
•P"itie case of Hr. Shnoh.UCo. 

In prino1pl• the Oepart..eet ol tat• would 11.k• to u" ~viet 
scbo.lan in the United .... tat•• enjo7 tt• aead•io truodor. !.r~d 
poaaibillti•• for unr•tric-AMl tranl that &H ~n.llabl• to ,ra.,rlcan 
eoholan u well ae to Tieitinl •ebol.&ra tro:n ether oountri••· *• 
a" no i ... int.erested. in seeing that American sclt0.lu!I in the 
3orl9t. lil1on reeoin r.aeonabl.7 Nniproe&l opportunitiee. fe 
realise, o! co.re•, th&t it '1101.l.ld be unre;~li$t:..c to ~ot lul'.eriean 
aahol&re in the :-.oviet Union to u;perienoe the ~..- tull mu.s~ 
ot a.cad.-10 freedom and abilit,- to t.ravel a.a exist• 1.c th.U countrr 
but an e.xa.M.Jlge proeram would be 11teani.ng.leaa 11 the M5tl"iotiona 
cm our .oholare •hcNl.d be •o gr.at t.Mt the AJMriun• were un&ble 
t.o •M7 out their studies. 

l regret. to •&1 \.ha~ our experi.moe vit.h :>oviet treutiaent of 
lcni; tena a.oact-.o UChanf!ee tbu~ !tt.r ha• ~et ueriowt doubt.e on 
t.b• a.b::.lii7 ot our eobolare t.o obtain net that a.1.nimma freedom fl'QI 
reatriot.im wt.ich 1a neecl9d fgr tbeir t1- thve to ~ well apct. 
,,. nav1 leunecl, bo~ev•r, t.h&t ou.r ability to dneL;)p a<iequ.at.• 
opportw:dtae tor cn&r aehol&re i.a ooneiderably 1.llpMn<i it we ..,. 
able t.o OGat.nct or expand re•\riotion• oa ~ot acbolare here. "'• 
bellen that it h p"1'•rably to aontinu• t.h• e:xob&ncu at •eholan 
vit.h t.hl u. ~: •. • 1. end striTe \o hlpron the conditiona und91' wtdah 
ov eohola.re work 1n th9 !.>oviet Union ~th•r t.ban to gi.e "P e.xehang .. 
'lltoget.her beoaU8• of the li.mi.W.\iona whioh the ~>OY1at.a illpos• on our 
people. 

or. Rober\ r. Goheen, 
Preei<Wnt., 

h-1.n.-.n UninnU7, 
Prinoet.oo, Nsw Jeraq. 
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A .,.cl. cumple ot tbeM Sorlet liaitat1eu can be found 1n Use 
nu4mt -.obanp. The AiMrioan \Ul1v8"it1es wbi.ch pa.rt1o1p&tAd 1n the 
tint ,.ar ot \bu proj .. t. round th.at, 1Jl contrast to th• !re• aa• .. • to 
librari" and r•earoh u.t.erials and the relative f~ to iranl lfilloh 
the SoYiet. •t.udmta eijopd in th• United ~it.ates, tn• Ameriea.n at.uderita 
W9re eerioualJ' llaited in theee reopeote. \.nly one ~rican studclt ~ 
finall7 penaitt.ed acoeiss t.o role,rant. c..rohival llltlt•riAl, and thia onl7 nMr 
the end of hia at.q. U.rici-n •tuu«ite ~re &J.eo unabl• to t.rav•l into 
cloaed areu and were o!t.m prevtlltsd from tnTel.i.ng to opea areas. 

Th• Dell&l'tamt baa iad.e e:xeeption• to oloeed. area re•tl'ictions !or 
...orl9' et.udcmt• on a tar greater eoal• than w&8 Con• for tt1• A.;uerioan 
ll'tudmts in tbl ~rl•t Union, this beo&uae the '.iepa.rt.msnt vish85 t.o 
interpret th• tre.nl re•triotion rulu ir.15 liborally as poaoible td.toout 
undenidning ou..r b&sj.• tor s•ourlng bettttr treatment ot O\lr tJW etudent... 
Acaord.ingl.7, the 3oviet 5tu·.ient• we"9 permitted t0 travel freely within 
an area of 2; rail.Ge of t.hoi.r l.lllivereitie, irrespective of wh~her th• area 
wu nonaaJ.l.T closed to treT•l b7 ..JOviet. oitizena. Th.is exc•ptioo h&e not. 
bee granted to American etu<len\a ln t.b9 U.S . ... . R. The Oep&rt.ment hu a.lee 
t:ranted. nlJIJJdroua additional traffl e.xcept.1.ooa to :Joviet stuuant.. 5'1.tlJh u t..h.e 
pel"S&Ualon reoentlJ given to Mr. DerevenakoT t.o traT•l !rolk 1':-1..noeton to 
New York on weekenda witbou.t wait.in& tor :. reply t?'aU the :i•~...Mnt \o 
hi.a notification o! t.ra:nl. 

Mr. David c. Kuni'oJ'd, .~eu~in ..ecrstary o! the Intsr-i 'nivereity 
Ooimit.tee oa Travel Gnnt.a, whiab adrainistera the American aide ·)f the 
stud.-it a:oha.nge, bu atronglr reconamded. to th• Department that it. 
attempt t.o itHU.1'9 1 before an exoh&nge :La ~.:rk•d uµon1 . top-level ~>0viet 
agr1 at. to ~ ~ ~~~ student.&•~•• to arohiv• and other 
~ !or ..-ningtu.l. atudT aucb u the Sovin• cijo7 in the United 
.it.a.tee . tu-. H\ln!ord feel.a t.bat eontiml&t.ion o! th• stud.,t, ex.ciange m&at 
d9plnd an iaoroved SoTi•t performn4• and on est.abllabMnt o! &at.is!aatory 
pound Nl• rt tor C&J"l'1'in« out t.lM ex.ohange 011 a baai• that i. tair to bot.a 
•iclee• Uoordin&)7, t.he o.p.n.ent h&a propo11ed and \h• Sovi•t. 1ppeu to 
bav• aecepted. & I1lUMr of proTisiona 1n the n.w exohange &t.rMmSn\ that. 
~t both •1da to aertain oond1t.1one that were granted to t.h• Soviet 
.tud8nta in 19~59 but not to t.iw A.-r.erican lftudenta. I! thi8 :,orletA do 
&grM tc th• ll\clusian of \beee provia1on• in tM new agrs-.-rt, it will 
still remain to be •MD whet.her t.h•1 O&IT7 t '.1em out fa1th!ul.l.1 in pra4t.i~, 
of oourae. 

Mr. Munford'e experimo• with tlw ~tud9'1t. exa~ baa 'bMn boin• oat 
by two other ~rioan.e 1DD havo gone to t... _evi,et, Union tor ext.ended 
perioda t.o clo reaearoha ProfHsor ilbert °'17 of Purdue and Dr. Hubert 
LMhnaller ot Ru~. 'nle De!-o&rtmant oannot in .. ood oonecrlanc• ignore 
the r-cc uia.t.iOM or thue •Gholara ~o ha.Ye b"'1 pereonal..q inTOlYed 
1n ~erm aoh&ngu wit.h t.he U • ..;.S.R. tha.t s\&Oh sui".angea &re a ~•u 
ot the A»rieaa 1 I t!m. and aenoe a lose to the United St.&tea i! ~td..e1'ac~o17 
ut.ailed rul..u tor t.he exoha.n&a &re ~t agreed to in adY&no• by t he SoTieto. 

In tm 

Director's Office: Faculty Files: Box 19: Kennan, George, Professor and Emeritus, School of Historical Studies 1955-1971 
From the Shelby White and Leon Levy Archives Center, Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, NJ, USA



' I 

In the cu• of the Hill-..,heTohS'lk.o a:xcha.ng•, the ll•partmmt bellnu 
it muet cone•m iteelt with the arrangaent• unJer which th• axoha.ng• ·r1ould 
t.&k• pl&c• both for Ur. H.ill' e eak• Md !or the oake of th• larger 1.a•\.' .. 
involved. fh• .... oYiet side has Eaready . tipul&ted that Ur. H1ll will be 
reetriot.ed in his woric to the field of low xn!f 1~\lr.l-ener~ nuclear pb;fa14B. 
In view of wnat you 813..:J &bout the umd.11.intneas of i' ri.no.-t.on to re8trict 1n 
any w.1 the aooe~& o! Mr. '.hevonenko tv univoreit.y a.ctLvitiee at tne 
Forreet&l H.eeurch Genttiir, e..ccept. wnere classified pro~dc c.e a.re involved., 
it W\lld appoor thi...t the Dc.>&rtrnent could hartUy ·.ie.!'oo~ tn• .UC'k\llge •• 
being in our int.ere!. t 0nlesl4 the : (vi.et sids w.ere to 61Ye 4 ~,<..llranoe that 
!Ji·. Hill wu.l 1 b.-:v" free acoesa to <>viet. work, •.,~. the controlled 
thermonuclear reactL:;n ;1?··.:ijeot at the Hoscow A.tc.omic . ~norgy ln~titute, 
COllp&rable t.o that which ~. :,hevchenko 'WOul~ see :it FoITest.a.l. vh&.:..nnan 
~Con• or t,ne i.toraic ~n:tre,:y ~oma:i.ssion md j rofc ~oor .·p1t1$er of !-'rinceton 
reo91tl.y vi::ited tne i.:c.f>Oow A.tortlc ~:nerg;t : n-tit•ite, oo t~1e \l>"Vrk pre1J11•nbly 
ie WlCl.aaaif ied. 

La::t.l.J", it 3houlJ be e :l•Hk"l.&ized tna.t ti.ii De;.iart1;·ent 1 s conoem rcr 
reciprocity ia f l.llO.porta.ncft .:.lat- to >r. liiil himaal!. Hi.a tay in thtJ 
U. :J.P.. will un1.oubtedJ;r b.,i be~ot by many ·..l..ff.ic-JJ.tiAS iu any caee, :iut it 
is not likely t:.-.t ha " · l be able t(.; n •. ke the best U!'Je c.f h.1.Jt 3tay • .. :.nlaee 
Soviet agre--.,t h g1 ver- ill adTanoe t.o such con:.:.itions Q.!I tho ri.-)lt t.o 
visit uncJ.as..,ified l.aborfitoriu oth·,r th.an tha one in which tne oviete 
will allow him to work. fhia prob. bly c;:.,i1 be obtained !:>ecau.ee o! )'JVidt 

1.ntereet ln securing acce ,s t.o the con.~.arable fe.oilitie:i in the t:nitnd 
•ta.tee. l a~"'t th&t. pot!.;ibly yuu may W'i3h to writ~ to £.(r. :; e~:rri.nr.iv, 

th• Cha.iruan of th• r•-0viet F.Q&d~ of •Cience•, to SOOK his agr~m.er1t. ~hat. 
the oom11tions ot !Jr. Hill's vlsit. wi.J 1 be !)im.Uar t.<.> t110ee you :mticipat• 
according MJ'. 1h~vct1enko. 

I w.nt 70u to know that J f ul.ly understand the nature of yota" oonc•m 
that the ~.mer1.oan position in aCectinr, th.s• axch&ne .. 1a consonant. ·.tith 
the (~t Aro"lrlcan tradition o! academic !reedom.. Aa l tried to tUpl&in, 
the fa.tors liaitinr, our position &r-e tho~~• of a rraotica..!.. n&tun and in 
our opinion, compoiling onn. 

l\eain, 1 am most eager for you to know tha.t i.ne !.lep&rtcitrit o! S'tate 
and I in p&rtioul.ar &:11. ex.cMd.inglJr gr!'\tetul t.o you and to f'1·inoeton !or 
the u:tnmei, Ulport&nt and unique contribut.ioo r;iu ha.n made to the su.cceas 
ot the ca.change progl'6Jll. 

Sino• rq old fri«id, 1.eori:.e Kerul&ll, lfl"Ot.e to ine u.bout thl..I 11atter, _ 
aa tak:1.n[; the liberty or enoloeing 3 cop7 u! this letter lr. 9',V ~05"•r t.o hiui. 
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to certat.n prEmlse8 
tJ.ans or t :t 'U.MIM"fl1 or thllt man sbou1 
ot vtat be repurtoe to h1a aiper!ors) t be- lad 

6 be in a1a .... vitb tact, ' vltb 
t1 , u a ftlimD to bis aw r1sbt n.'tber than~ With a view to 
hie ottlctal utatw:> ~ ciU.ef!'U!Mp •• l shouJ.4 wmemtat~ r;.q t J.attm. 

Ya&";&.~~ ~·helom ~ om' £!0\ii'e:!."11""' 

cu1m" ca::root:cw.:c 
'~•, .. au ,e;g:~oge ~u.u:i;;i-8 retunl 

f..nf"m"r'~tian about tbi 
·ctamMG tliU ve 

t ia tl31a ~ tNe OU1" t.ak 'V1~v1 V1a1tors ft'QO bel11l:d tbe 
Zro 111 ac , waul4 tbink, to contlm tbm 1D au u.t the Pa.rtN 

Te t.c1d them: 8'boUt bostiU t7 af the cap1.tal.1at llD7J.d, the Ntbl B ft. t'Q 
ot col var, aDd i.Dev'it:ah11U" ~ tr! cf qutan or 
Our taak, u I eee it, ~ mtber be to mow then ~t there 1• a world 
were, ln contrast to tbe1J' ow, tbe ~t10n Witb poUttca.1. cOJ2%'1J.ct, 
espJ.omse, am sub cm is not t dlllll1Qent factor tn Ut'e, other 
w.1 e pre: 1 where W QI• ae lods:e.d at in a dif'tennt , vhere 
lU can theretare ricber and mre warth liV'S.neJ to te to 
tl:at the •wae eantbropic Ol1tlook or tbe!z ~ _,......, .... 
foun&rtJ.on, ID 1'm' U tbe ., • l• • lD obJe<:t1ve rea.llty -
col war repi ea euta an lnterml enl~ of the et ~ ·GCllcretiWll.I 
i!QPC)se(i ~ Gia ( tl1e,y lik to ) by the !nel~ 
b.ost1Ut7 or the eapltaUat vorl 

e :la wttr. JJl.ICb 
aboUt t 

,. __ believe tmt tJ:d.s letter 1G \U'1 
vt:th ~ fol" t.he au.ms vitb di ~ 
reetrlot1ons vbidl r on ~ own tl'eedam o~ acuon. 

GFK:dmh 
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ll/3/60 

Professor Kennan called. He is just back from three hectic 
days , and plans to spend the afternoon raking leaves. We can 
call him at home, should you for any r eason need to, and he 
will be available tomorrow. 

1. His time with the Russians at Dartmouth was very interesting. V"' 
He has asked one, ( Kornechuk?) to come down here next week, and r-,} , 

if he does, would like to have you lunch with them. K. is a ~ L. ,.+· v 
playright, a member of the central committee. U' 

2. He is being paid r egularly for his lectures at Yale this 
tenn. Apparently he did not expect this . It will amount to 
some $5000. He wonders whether he should volunteer to give 
up an equal amount of his Inst. salary. Naturally does not 
want to, but naturally would wish to if it is proper. 

0 
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THE INSTITUTE FOR ADV AN CED STUDY 

PRINCETON , NEW JERSEY 

SCHOOL OF HISTORICAL STUDIES February 15, 1961 

Dear Dr. Oppenheimer: 

Permit me to express my deep appreciation for the 
generous action of the Boa.rd of Trustees of the Institute 
in granting me leave of absence, as stated in your letter 
of February 14. 

It will be a great comfort and source of strength 
to me during this forthcoming tour of duty in government 
to know that when it is over I can return to what I have 
now come to regard as my proper and permanent calling . 

I hope you will find it possible to transmit to the 
Trustees, on some appropriate occasion, the expression of 
my appreciation . 

Very sincerely yours, 

Dr. J. Robert Oppenheimer, 
Director, The Institute for Advanced Study, 
Princeton, New Jersey. 
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17 Kay 1961 

Dear Mr. Kennan: 

I told DorothY' that I would seni you eome 
reviews of the book, as she thought that they 
might not otherwise reach you very promptly. 
Wilder's review (lJewsweek) was the first to 
come out, and he told me that he had heard 
that its appearance had caused a big run in 
the Washington bookstores. 

We all miss you, and think of you often, 
with hope. 

Best regards, to your family, to Dorothy, 
and to you, 

Ambassador George F. Kennan 
Embassy of the United Sta.tea 
Belgrade 
Yugoslavia 

Director's Office: Faculty Files: Box 19: Kennan, George, Professor and Emeritus, School of Historical Studies 1955-1971 
From the Shelby White and Leon Levy Archives Center, Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, NJ, USA



THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY 

PRINCETON, NEW JERS EY 

SCHOOL OF HISTORICAL STUDlES April 2l, 1961 

Verna, 

I 1hought you might like to have for your 
records one of the memoranda giving all the 
various addresses where Mr . Kennan can be 
reached. rfhink the APO is much slower, but 
would certJinly do for reprints, etc . 
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MAIL TO BEmRADE. 

AIRMAIL from Washington, D c., usually reaches the Embassy in 3 to 6 days; first 
class surface mail is received in 20 to 25 days. The address for air and first class 
surface mail is : 

Name 
Belgrade-Tit le 
Department of State 
Washington 25, D. c. 

or Name 
American Embassy 
Belgrade 
Y-;igoslavia 

International air (15i a half ounce) or surface ra+,es (8~ for first ounce, 5¢ each 
additional ounce) must be used for mail sent to ei7.her of the above addresses. 

PARCELS may be sent to the Embassy by State Department Sea Pouch or by APO. 
Department regulations limit the size and content of packages sent by sea pouch and 
the international postal rate applies; therefore, ~t is preferable to use the APO 
with its more liberal regulations end domesti c rates : 

The address for APO mail is 
Name 
Postal Officer at Belgrade 
APO 293 
N~w York, New York 

The address for Sea Pouch mail is: 
Na.me 
Belgrade-Title 
Department of State 
Washington 25, D. c. 

APO mail is received twice a month dependent upon the weather . Four to six weeks 
pass from mailing in the United States to delivery in Belgrade. 
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My dear colleagues: 

THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY, 
PrincetcL, New Jersey. 

February 1, 1961 

In order to give you time to ponder such views as I am able to put 

forward on the subject to which cur meeting of February 7 is to be devoted, 

I am ta.king this means of submitting them to you in advance. This should 

help to free the time cf the meeting fo~ discussion. 

I am departir.g, in this discussion, from -r.he assumption that we will 

wish to make at this time one further appointment in the field of ancient 

or mediaeval history and that in addition to ~his it would be desirable for 

us to make two appointments in the field of modern history: one with emphasis 

on American history, the other with emphasis on modern European history. 

The Director has repeatedly called attentioa to the fact that such a con-

stellation of appointments would be co~sistent with the policy decisions 

arrived at in 1956 . Actually, if two retirements and my own prospective 

absence are ta.ken into account, we will be scarcely holding our own, even 

with such a program. What :follows relates only to the problem of the two 

appointments in the field of mod~rn history. 

The question of an appointment in American history is one which we have 

all of us had in mind for some time. I have done what I could, in the past 

year, to get a closer acquaintance with people working in this field in 

this country. This was one of the reasons ~hat led me to accept the part-

time appointments at Yale and Harvard iL recent months. 

To date, I have found no one working in this country in the field of 

American history who seems to me both clearly suitable and available for 
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Faculty of the 
School of Historical Studies, 
February 1, 1961, 
Page 2. 

appointment here. Even some of those who might be qualified from the stand-

point of competence in their own special fields tend to lack -- as Panofsky 

has correctly observed -- the broader range of historical and cultural inter-

eats which we would like to see in anyone coming to us in this capacity. 

There are, however, two British historians for whom American history 

has been a major preoccupation, both of whom seem to me, not just for this 

particular reason but for others as well, worthy of consideration for appoint-

ment. These are Max Beloff, Fellow of All Souls and Gladstone Professor of 

Government and Public Administration at Oxford; and Frank Thistlethwaite, 

Fellow of St John's College and University Lecturer in Economic History at 

Cambridge. I shall return shortly to the reasons that lead me to feel that 

they would be suitable candidates. 

Turning to the other side of the question -- that of an appointment in 

modern European history -- our problem seems to be simpler. I have recently 

talked twice with Gordon Craig. While neither of us could be very explicit 

in these discussions, Craig hinted strongly that once a decent interval had 

elapsed after his assumption of his new position at Leland Stanford, he would 

be receptive to an invitation to come to the Institute. I could not, of 

course, discuss this with him in any detailed way, and therefore no specific 

period of time could be mentioned. I should think that he would regard one 

or two years there as a reasonable time in which to meet his present 

commitment. 

If I am correct in this impression, it means that we could, within two 

or three years, make what I believe would be an excellent and suitable appoint-

ment in modern European history. You will appreciate that once Craig leaves 
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Faculty of the 
School o:f' Historical Studies, 
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Page 3. 

Princeton at the end of this term, there will no longer be any :formal imped!-

ment to our inviting him. 

This combination of circumstances leads me to suggest a solution of our 

problem which would consist o:f' appointing a European primarily :f'or his back-

ground in American history, and an American primarily for his background in 

European history. I think this solution, while outwardly unusual, has con-

aide.rable merit, not only in the specific circumstances at hand, but perhaps 

even in principle. 

Let me now say a little more about Beloff and Thistlethwai te. While both 

have been here at the Institute as temporary members and are known to some of 

us personally, it will be useful to review their careers. 

Beloff is now about 48 years old. He took his B.A. at Oxford in 1935 

and a B.Litt. in 1937. From 1937-39 he had a Junior Research Fellowship at 

Corpus Christi College, at the end of which time he took his M.A. at Oxford. 

Frc::n 1939-46 he was an Assistant Lecturer in History at the University of 

Manchester. In 1946 he returned to Oxford as a Reader in Comparative Study 

of I~stitutions. In 1954, he spent a term here at the Institute. In 1957 

he assumed his present position as Gladstone Professor of Government and 

Public Administration. He is married and has two boys who are, I believe, 

LOW away at school or college. 

Whatever criticism might be levied against Beloff, it could not be on 

the point of narrowness of interest. On the contrary, he has spread him-

self widely -- some might think too much so. Since 1938 he has written, 

or collaborated in the authorship of, fifteen books. These have been divided 

among modern European history, early American history (1750-1830), and the 
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history of Soviet foreign policy. I have the impression, in fact, that 

Beloff, torn by a wide variety of interests, is one of those people the 

use of whose time has tended to be controlled more by pressures and sugges-

tions coming to them from outside than by any systematic program of their 

own . If this predicament reflects weakness of character, I must leave the 

criticism of it to those who have been more consistently successful in 

resisting it than I myself have been. 

Despite this dispersion of interests, what Beloff has written bas been, 

in general, of a high order of competence . It is not for nothing that he has 

achieved the chair he now holds at Oxford. Among his various works, the best, 

in my estimation, have been the two-volume history of Soviet foreign policy 

in the 1930's {a restrained, objective, and careful study) , and the things 

he has written on American history. These last have not been voluminous. 

They consist of (1) a book on Thomas Jefferson and American Democracy 

[Hodder and Stoughton Ltd. for The English Universities Press, London, 

1948], (2) a long introduction to a documentary collection entitled The 

Debate on the American Revolution 1761-1783 [Nicholas Kaye, London, 1949], 

and (3) a set of lectures on The American Federal Government [Oxford Uni-

versity Press, New York & London, 1959]. (For some reason the published 

volume makes no mention of the origin of the book; but I have the impression 

that this book was made up of lectures delivered at Johns Hopkins University 

and that the work on it was done largely here at the Institute . ) 

Of the volume on Jefferson, the Times Literary Supplement reviewer wrote : 

We are in Mr. Beloff's debt for this first serious study of 
Jefferson to appear in England . Mr . Beloff is familiar with the 
vast Jeffersonian literature and he used it intelligently. Thomas 
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Jefferson and American Democracy is, in effect, a history o~ the 
United States from the American Revolutiion :1.n the 1770 ' s up to 
the writing of the Monroe Doctrine in 1823 . Englishmen ca.I! ask 
for no better introduction to this important period. 

The introduction to the volume entitled The Debate on the Americar: 

Revolution, forty pages in length, seems to me to be a minor classic : an 

excellent review of the ideological. background of the revolution, on both 

the British and American sides. It was considered of sufficient importance 

in England to be made the point o~ departure for ~ lead article i~ the 

Li tera.r-1 Supplement. The same was true of Beloff'' s inaugural. lec"ture at 

Oxford, on ''The Tasks of Government" -- a lecture in which he took issue 

with the teaching of political science in a:n:y we;y other than. as a part of 

histo:ey. 

The volume on The American Federal Government, discussing i!l histor ical 

perspective the various institutions of the American political syst em, seems 

to me to be of no lesser excellence than the others. 

Bel.off is an interpretative hist orian, not a factual. one. His ber:.t 

is for the history of ideas and institutions; and this is a field i n which 

he moves with great firmness . His books are writ'ten with vigor, clarit y, 

and grace of style . They reflect exhaustive study and thought . 

Isaiah Berlin said of Beloff, when the latter applied in 1953 f or mem-

bership at the Institute: 

I have no hesitation in saying that Mr . Beloff has made 
his mark both as a lecturer, a teacher and a general admi:n.is­
trator more rapidly and more securely than almost anyone else 
of his time and generation. He has been a prolific, industrious, 
accurate and illuminating and often original. writer on all the 
topics on which he deal.a. His volumes on Soviet foreign policy 
are authoritative in this field. His articles, reviews, broad­
casts, etc., dealing with such various topics as modern French 
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history, modern and mediaeval history, pre-war diplomatic 
documents, various aspects of Russian pre-revolutionary and 
post-revolutionary developments and so forth are models of 
lucidity, concision and accuracy . ••• 

Beloff is not, outwardly, a warm person. Some, I think, have thought 

him gruff. I can recall an occasion, at an in-f:.ernat:!.onal con:ference in 

Milan, when he got up and demolished some of the speakers from the "under-

developed areas" with a ruthlessness a:n.d forthrightness which I thought 

was intellectually deserved but which took us all aback and which certainly 

won him no friends at the moment iu. the Afro-Asian camp . On the other hand, 

no one in Oxford showed more real kindness to me when I was there. He took 

upon himself the burden of mediating between my unprecedented innocence 

and the various mysteries of Utlversity procedure: arranged my lectures, 

set up my seminars, etc. I would know of no reason, other than goodness of 

heart, which might have impelled him to do this. My own impression is that 

he, like many English people, is shy, and that the uncharitable competi-

tiveness of English academic life has given him a somewhat harder pro~ec~ive 

shell than might otherwise have been the case. 

An appointment of Beloff' would have, as I see it, several advantages 

worth particular mention. First, he likes this country and is interested 

in it. He would, I feel sure, welcome the thought of spending a laxge por-

ti on of his time here . Secondly, his present occupation involves no direct 

teaching -- only lecturing; and no other institution would be seriously 

inconvenienced by his departure. Finally, and more important, his presence 

here would serve to continue -- at a time when it might oth&rwise te!ld to 

die out -- the tradition of work at tr.is Institute in the field of recent 

diplomatic history which F.a.rle, Woodward, Feis and others have developed 
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with much distinction and to which I have tried to add my bit . I n this way, 

a continuity would be preserved which I consider to be valuable. 

For these reasons, Beloff would be my first choice, among the English 

scholars in question. This is not, however, to say that Thistlethwaite 

stands far below him in ability and promise . 

Thistlethwaite, who is two years younger, took his B. A. at Cambridge in 

1938 (with a major in American History) and his M.A. at the same place i n 1941 . 

After service during the war in the R.A.F . , the Ministry of Production, and 

Offices of the War Cabinet, he became a Fellow of St John's College in 

Cambridge, where he functioned first as tutor and then as University Lec~urer 

in Economic History in the Faculty of Economics and Politics. He was at the 

Institute for Advanced Study in the first term of 1954-55 . In the i"all term 

of 1956 he lectured at the University of Pennsylvania, as ~he first Visiting 

Professor of American Civilization. Aside from a number of articles {al.most 

exclusively on American subjects) his scholarly output has been small but 

excelleot in quality. In 1955 he published The Great Experiment : An Intro­

duction to the History of the American. People [Cambridge University Press] . 

This is primarily a work of social and economic history, although it also 

deals with the development of political ideas . What it does not deal with is 

the federal government : the presidents and the evolution of natio!l.8J. policy 

"at the highest level." Being myself inclined to find social history 

particularly the social history of this country -- intolerably dull, I must 

sa:y that Thistlethwaite's work is an agreeable exception. I can read it with 

pleasure and admiration, and others have had the same reaction . It reflects 

an insatiable curiosity about the finer texture of American li.fe in earlier 
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times, and brings to the analysis of this life the refreshing detachment and 

originality of one who did not have orthodox American history inflicted upon 

him on the school bench . 

In 1959 Thistlethwaite published, under the title The Anglo-AmericSl?. 

Connection in the Early Nineteenth Century [University of Pennsylvania Press, 

Philadelphia], the lectures he had delivered in 1956 at the University of 

Pennsylvania. They, too, constitute social, economic, and intellectual. history. 

They stand as a useful corrective to the general trend of American historiography, 

which has surely been to underplay the British influence on American society in 

the period following the revolution. This book, too, is in all respects admir-

able . Arthur Link, incidentally, has a very high opinion of it, as he has 

of the earlier one. 

Thistlethwaite, in other words, in addition to having the deepest sort 

of intellectual interest in American history, has proved himself a highly 

competent social, economic, and cultural historian. He has not yet written 

anything which would make it possible to judge his abilities as a political 

historian; nor is there evidence that political history has particularly 

attracted him. 

I may add that Woodward, whom I recently consulted, has a high opinion 

of both of these men. I hope I do not misquote his views when I give it as 

my impression that he would find the appointment of either of them quite in 

order. His first preference, howeyer, would be for w. N. Medlicott; and I 

think, for this reason, that this name should also be examined. 

Medlicott is Stevenson Professor of International History at London 

University. He was here at the Institute for the first term of 1957-58. 
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He has published, as part of the history of the Second World War put out 

by Her Majesty's Stationery Office, two ponderous volumes o~ the British 

economic blockade of t he wartime period. He has also written several books 

on European diplomatic history of the past century. The Congress of Berlin 

and After [Methuen & Co., London, 1938] a!!.d i ts chronological continuati on 

Bismarck, Gladstone, and the Concert of Europe [The Athlone Press, Uni­

versity of London, 1956] represent his most important works in this field. 

These books are of highest scholarly quality: painstaking, comprehensive, 

workmanlike. In addition to this, he has written a summary history of 

British Foreign Policy since Versailles [Methuen & Co . , London, 1940) which 

is careful and competent. 

Were it only a question of' finding someone in the field of modern Euro-

pean history, and were there no chance of getting Craig, I would think we 

might well give consideration to Medlicott . However, the need to which I 

am addressing myself at this poir.t is for someone who would lend st rengt h 

in the field of American history. Bel.off and Thistlethwaite meet this need; 

Medlicott does not . 

To this discussion of British historians, I should perhaps add a ~ourth 

name: not, I think, as one which would come seriously into question at this 

moment but as one we might wish to bear in mind for the future. This is a 

much younger scholar (only 38 years of age) : Mr . Marcus Cunliffe . WCa.t he 

is now doing, I do not know. I know only that he took his M. A. at Oxford in 

1947 and his B.Litt. there in 1948. He has produced, in addition to one book 

on American literature, a volume entit led The Nation Takes Shape 1789-1837 

[University of Chicago Press in the "Chicago History of American Civilization 
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Series," 1959] which is a positive delight to read, and which has wor.. 

admiration in a number of quarters. Some think him the most promisi!l.6 man 

anywhere coming along in this field; and such perusal as I have beer. able to 

give to his book does nothing to weaken such a belief. Neither ~he stage he 

has reached in his academic career nor the volume of his out put wcu.ld warrant 

us, I think, in considering him for an. appointment at this time; but he is 

certainly a man to keep an eye on.. 

So much for the British. I have not thought it necessary to say much 

about Craig, for you all know him or know of him. There is , I t!!.i.:ik, r.ot 

an institution of higher lea.ming in the country that would not be delighted 

to add him to their faculty. His field is, of course, recent ·Jerman histocy 

and diplomatic history. His presence here, like that of Beloff, vou.ld gc far 

to reinforce the tradition of diplomati~ hist ory which Earle and Woodward have 

established. I have ~o hesitation 111 recoll!ll!e~di:.'.l.g that b.e be added t o ou.:r· 

group as soon as this can tactful.ly be ar:ra:;igsd . 

* 
In the light of the above, my OWL best judgment is that we should move 

at this time to offer an appointment to Max Beloff', it being understood that 

if he accepts, we would expect to supplement the move within a reasoc.abla 

time by a similar invitation to Gordo!l Cre.ig. Should this approacc b e ae.opted, 

I think it might be well to find some discreet means of letting Craig koov 

(without commitment, of course, on. either part) that he was 1:1.kely to receive 

such an invitation within the next two or three years, for this would help 

him to avoid what might prove to be conflicting commitments; but this should 

be dol!e only a:rter Bel.off's disposition has been ascertained. Should Beloff 

Director's Office: Faculty Files: Box 19: Kennan, George, Professor and Emeritus, School of Historical Studies 1955-1971 
From the Shelby White and Leon Levy Archives Center, Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, NJ, USA



.. 
Faculty of the 
School of Historical Studies, 
February 1, 1961, 
Page 11. 

not accept (I think this unlikely), the entire matter ought probably to be 

re-examined. We might then wish to invite Medlicott in preference to Thistle-

thwaite; but in this case we would have to reconsider Craig's appointment, 

since their fields of interest are very similar. It might be better, in such 

a case, to comb over the American field once more, with a view to finding 

someone who could give representation to the field of American history, which 

I think deserves some place in the spectrum of our interests . 

The books mentioned above will be available for examination, until the 

morning of February 7, in Miss Horton's office. On the morning of' the 7th, 

they will be available in the Director's office, be~ore the meeting. 

Copies to: Dr. Oppenheimer V 

GFK:dmh 

Professor Alf'oldi 
Cherniss 
Kantorowicz 
Meiss 
Meritt 
Panof sky 
Thompson 

Miss Horton 

Very sincerely, 

~'l~' /~'IM 
Geo/ge le~ 
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Dear Hrs. Beauchamps 

The e in Kennan is short, as in ken. 

Mrs. w. T. Beauchamp 
7 Briarcliff 
Saint Louis 24 
Missouri 

Sincerely youra, 

(Mrs. Wilder Hobson) 
Secretary to the Director 
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COUNCIL ON FOREIGN RELATIONS, JNc. 
THE HAROLD PRATT HOUSE 58 EAST 68TH STREET 

NEW YORK 21 , N.Y. 

To meet 

The Honorable George F . Kennan 
United States Ambassador to Yugoslavia 

THE COUNCIL ON FOREIGN REIATIONS 

requests the pleasure of your presence 

at an off-the-record meeting at 

The Harold Pratt House 
58 East Sixty-eighth Street 

Tuesday afternoon, January sixteenth 

at five-fifteen o ' clock 

Mr . Hamilton Fish Armstrong 

Subject or Discussion: 
RECENT DEVELOPMENTS IN 
YUGOSLAV FOREIGN POLICY 

Chairman 

Please mail the enclosed 
card if you plan to attend 
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Dear Robert : 

COPY 

American Embassy, Belgrade 
September 22, 1961 

In mid-July, I received from Arthur Link a letter enclosing a copy of his 
letter to you of June 27, concernlilg the place of diplomatic history at the 
Institute. With the opening of the new term, I am sure you will be having this 
problem on your mind. Whether the fo llowi ng thoughts, coming from one now so 
remote geogra~hically and so little in touch, will be useful, I cannot know. I 
offer them on the chance. 

Ther e ar e , of course, three questions involved here, intimately connected 
but not identical . One is that of modern European history gener al ly; another -­
diplomatic history; a third -- Amer ican history. I would like to see an inter est 
and competency in all three fields r eflected in the composition of the Institute 1 s 
faculty and in the work done there by temporary members. 

Modem European history, in this sense, could mean anything from the 
beginning of the Renaissance down to World War II; and if the scope is to be 
broad enough to serve our purposes , it must embrace diplomatic history as well as 
that of domestic affairs. In the case of the history of European countries over 
these centuries it would be a narrow inter est indeed, and one too highly 
specialized -- surely -- for our purposes , which did not include the external 
relations of these countries as well as phases of internal development. 

The same applies to Amer ican history. Surely no American his t orian whose 
interests did not include the external relations of our country would be 
suitabl e for inclus ion on the Insti. tute faculty . 

We could assume, therefor e, that if appointments were made in either of 
these fields , strength would be added to the r esour ces available for the 
pursuit of diplomatic history at the Institute. 

And this, it seems t o me, is the proper way fo r such strength to come. 
Diplomatic history is not a discipline in itsel f , nor is it separable from 
pol itical history generally . Anything of any value written about the diplomacy 
of a country assumes an adequate knowledge of all those factors of internal life 
out of which impul ses of diplomatic action emerge. Our problem comes back, 
therefore, to the one which caused us so much difficulty during this past term: 
the possibility of appointments in these fields of modern European history and 
American history. 

I have r espect for what I understand to be the opinion of some of my 
colleagues: that we shoul d look for distinguished schol ars where we can find 
them, taking their fields of interest as they come, and should not be concerned 
for the encouragement of one or another field of scholarship as such at the 
Institute. To the extent that this means we should not take peopl e for the sake 
of encouraging work in a given field whose qualifications we would not other.vise 
consider adequate, 1 ·-am-thoroughly in agreement. However, I can see no r eason 
why it should not be a source of concern t o us that fields of knowl edge which lend 
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themselves t o inqu iry at t he Institut e, and in relation to which valuable work has 
been accomplished there i n the past, should continue t o have their place among the 
objects of study within our walls. It seems to me that just as the existence of 
a strong collection of books in a given field always represents a connni tment on 
library procurement policies , so the existence of strength in a given field at 
such an insti tution as ours, with the undefinable advantages of tradition and 
precedent it brings wi t h i t , r epresents in itself somethi ng worth cherishing and 
preserving and, if possible, continuing . I have no shame, therefore, i n my feeling 
that we ought to be concerned for the continuation of modern history as a subject 
of s tudy at the Insti tute and that for this reason we ought to be unhappy at the 
absence of modern histori ans on our faculty and anxious to correct the deficie.ncy 
if we can properly do so within the limits of our own standards. 

Even these standards , however, muct be taken with r elation to the subject 
itself. They cannot be borrowed from other disciplines. I am inclined to doubt 
that you will e ver find in t he field of modern history the grand elder statesmen, 
revered and detached, who exist i ,, ot her fields of inquiry and some of whom we 
have been privileged t o have among our colleagues. Modern history is too close to 
the dust and sweat of the present. Its devotees are too apt to be carried off, as 
I myself have s ometimes been, into the activities and the contradictions of the 
present day . There are exceptions, of course, but for some reason or other it 
seems to be a field that offers its attractions mostly to younger men. All these 
circumstances s eem to me t o consti tute only reasons why we must ask ourselves 
whether the standards to be applied should be considered identical to those which 
we appl y i n other f i elds. I am not suggesting they should be more l ax; I am only 
suggesting that their severity should be of a different nature. 

Link ' s let ter, of course , is directed specifically to diplomatic history. 
This is a probl em which goes beyond the question of professorships, and includes 
memberships as well . Her e again, I am inclined to think there will have t o be 
somewhat greate r f lexibility than we have had i n the past if the sort of thing 
that Link has i n mind i s ever to be r ealized. What we need is to be able to bring 
together a number of schol ars of diff erent ages and stages of development, and f or 
varying t imes, depending on their work and their situati on. I thi~k, too, that we 
do need something in t he way of r egular contact between them and mutual cri ticism 
and discussion -- s omething akin to , perhaps, but certainly not i dentical wi th, 
the physics s eminar. Ther e is no one who is more skeptical than I about any form 
of collective wor k i n the field of history, and this is not what I am suggesting. 
But the loneliness in which my own work was performed at the Irstitute i n these 
r ecent years was extreme and in my view excessive . Aside from your own kind 
inter est, (and I should also mention Eka's invaluable help in reviewing the manu­
script of my first volume) Feis and Woodward were my only mai nstays. Neither of 
them was always a vailable , and neither will presumably be very much available in 
future . I t hink it would have been better f or me had there been mor e people with 
whom I coul d have talked over what I was doing, and ~ore people in whose work I 
had taken an interes t, even if this delayed the accomplishment of my own. I agree 
with Link that Princeton is an a dmirabl e center ( I would know of none better , 
anywhere in the wo rld) f or the pursuit of modern and recent diplomatic history. 
The Institute can offer uni que facilitie s for this sort of work ; and in my opinion 
t he Institute wi ll be i~poverishing not only itself but the Princeton community if 
it f ai ls , f or r easons of mere administrative i nelasti city , t o do what i t can along 
these l ines . 
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I think this is all I can say that will be useful at this time. You lmow 
that I came away f'rcm Princeton last spring with a real feel ing of concern for the 
future at the Institute of those fields of scholar~hip in which I could per sonall y 
pl ay only a tiny part but which I strongl y feel ought not to lose their place in 
the activities of the Institute . 

With warmest personal greetings to my colleagues on the Faculty, 

Dr. J. Robert Oppenheimer 
Director, The Institute for Advanced Study 
Princeton, New J ersey 

Very sincerel y , 

/s/ Geor ge K. 

Geor ge F. Kennan 

P.S . This has been, of necessity , hastil y dictated, at the end of a l ong day and 
a long week, and only by kindness of Dorothy, who has f ait hfully stayed 
l ong after hours . Do for give the obvious evidences of these circumstances . 
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Ambassador George F . Kennan 
American Embassy 
Belgrade 
Yugoslavia 

Dea.: Mr. Kennan: 

June 13~ 1962 

Dr . Oppen'!:leimer has asked me to write you about 
your pension errongemcnts . At the meeting of the Board 
of Trustees held in Princeton on April 6 and 7, the Board 
voted to increaoe faculty salaries to $25,000 and increase 
the mini.nrum guaranteed pension through TIAA-CREF tc $15,000. 

The sta~dard 5% contribution by the profcsoor 
matched by a 5% contribution by the Instit~te for .:he bal­
a.~ce of your tenure as an activ~ profesdor will not produce 
the mi.nimal!l guar~ntec; .,nd the !nstit u.:c is tL.erc fore adding 
$480. 95 to the monthly payments in your behalf to TIAA-CREF. 
Previ~us addit!o~~l ~1yments on your policy ver~ ~134.76 per 
montr_ 

You should know alao thnt .:he Major ?Ldicol con­
tract with TIAA has been modified to reduce the deductible 
after Blue Cross from $200 to $100 . 

l1CM: lw 

Cordially yours, 

Minot c. ~..organ> Jr . 
General Manager 
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OFFICE OF THE DIRECTOR 
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17 September 1958 

l1o:norandum to Mr. Morgan: 

On ~e::>tember 16th Pro!'ese:or and l1rs . Kennan gave a B!!!all 
din."lcr for the Vice Chancellor of Oxford. The expenses they 
incurred in connection witr. this dinner are a proper charge 
against the Entertainment Fund of the Institute. Professor 
Kennan will bill you when he has the figures . 

Robert Oppenheimer 

Copy t.o Prof'essor Kennan 
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5 December 19.57 

Dear Prof eseor Pol.and: 

Responding to your enquiry of 
December 3rd, this note ie to inform you 
that Professor ennan expects to remain 
in England for the entire acade!nic year. 

Sincerely yours, 

(ire. Wilder Hobson) 
Secretary to the Dir ct.or 

Professor Burdett.e c. Poland 
Department of History 
The Universiiy of Nebraska. 
Lincoln 8, Nebraska 

- ' 
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:3 J.ir_e 1957 

Dear Pro!'essor Kemi.an: 

AB you kr...ow, the Trustees of the !r..stitute !or Advanced Study have been 
cor..eidorlng tho adaquac-.1 or retire:i:ont ar.d pension arrangement s, both for 
the Faculty and :tor o thers who are in ti e.."1?1-oy or ::. e Ir.st.itute. Their 
doliberaticno have led 0 SO!:lO char.gos ir~ 1.o:!.!.cy > clJ. Of k'hl.Ch should be 
ravoni.bl for the e:::ployco. ar.d ~ 0 i:..rl..c.n at.feet you. 

1. Tho c.andatory e for retir ent tor members of' the !'aculty has 
b n c.dvanced "t.C; • •• .r .. o Juno 30th following their 70tb birthday. 

2. For those tiho have como to the Institute·before the age of 55, he . 
T .I.A.A. contract .... wll1 provi<ie a mi.ninrJin annual pension after rctirw..ent at 
70 which, wher. suppl ted by Soc1.e.l security benefits, lio'ill come to ¢10.000. 

3, The Institute llil1 aak that mecbers of the Faculty- continue to ccr-­
tribute iive per cent or their salary to T .I.A.A. The Ir.5 itute. wll.1 n:atch 
this contribution as i.t ha.a il1 the me , and tlll aii.o make such additional 
rayDl6Lt as reay bo t'Oq'.iireO. under tho T .I.A.A. contract.. In our case the 
ir,crease iri annual pal'Jtentn n.ade by th InatiLuto will be eli£htly in excess 
of ¢2,500. · 

• 
4. In estimating your pension at ¢10,000. Social r ... curity ben fits cf 

about ~l,JOO per year iw.ve been included. If', aft r retirmer:t, you should 
in any calendar year earn :core than ¢1,200, you li.-Ould '~-aive part o.r Socic.l 
Security payments. This does not apply t o supplezr;entary unearned incme. 
Thase provieior.s are in ac~orci uith present Fcdoral le 1&lation ar4 ad-
inietrativo rulirJ a, which may, or course. be changed. 

5. The Institute will allocate the maximum that it may, which is fifty 
per c nt of the total ar.mial contribution that you and the Institute make 
toward your re'Li.rem~t, to Coll o 'RGtir ent Equities Fwxi. Thia fUnd has 
been setablishErl in order that ber.eficia?-les may bo prc:nrided •"ith a hedge 
a&ainst infla.tion, through inves'bnent in eql:ities whose value and whose in­
c01te have increased · d.th the years in t e past, and are expoctad to increase 
ir, the !"uture. The Trustees a."'"e o.waro of th fact t be.r.-efits from C.R.E.r. 
vary as provided in C.R.E.F. contracts, and ara not guaranteed as those e.c­
cr11ir..g under T .I •. A.; but they beli~e t ~t, urd.o!' tho C.R n.F . -T .I.A.A. 
arrangement, your tot.9.1 retiroo:ent ber.efits a.r3 1tore likoly to exceed ~1. ,ooo 
than to i'all below this sum • 

• 
\ 
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Within the next n:.ontha you will receive a new contract from T.I.A.A. 
describing the provisions under which your retiren:er.t bene!'i.ts v11l be 
paid. Shoul.d sou have a:rry questions abou ... that contract or t his letter. 
or the matters 1.<0uched upon in it, please do not oositate to let mo kr.ow. 

Professor G. Kennan 
Insti~ute for Aavanced Study 

• 

Very si ncerely. 

Robert ()ppeJ".heimer 
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THE UNIVERSITY OF NEBRASKA 
LINCOLN 8. NEBRASKA 

OEPARTM ENT OF HI STORY 

December 3 , 1957 

The Institute for Advanced Study 
Princeton , New Jersey 

Gent l emen : 

A committee of the University of Nebraska is 
currently giving consideration to a list of possible 
candidates for a speaker for an Honors Convocation 
scheduled for mid- April of 1958. Among those persons 
being considered is Professor George Kennan . 

I n discussing the possibilities of his coming, 
it has come to our attention that Professor Kennan 
is at the present time lecturing in Great Britain . 
I should be very grateful if you coul d tell me whe t her 
Professor Kennan is expected to remain in England for 
the entire academic year, or whether he is expected 
to return to thi s country by early spring. If the 
l atter is the case , I should also appreciate having 
his English address , if this is available . 

Inasmuch as our committee has not yet made a 
final decision on the individual it desires for this 
address , I should appreciate it if you would regard 
this inquiry as confidential . 

Sincerely yours , 

~c~ 
Burdette c. Poland 
Assistant Professor 

Director's Office: Faculty Files: Box 19: Kennan, George, Professor and Emeritus, School of Historical Studies 1955-1971 
From the Shelby White and Leon Levy Archives Center, Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, NJ, USA



Dear Robert , 

7, Merto n Street, 

Ox~ord . 

Tel . 4 7404 . 

10 March, 1958 

I t was a very wise and understanding letter which you wrote me 
on the 28th and I am grateful for it. I recognize the force of what 
you say , and will not attempt to raake decisions about the future at 
this ~ime. The pressures of the coming academic year, and evan the 
one after it, are alreaay beginning to come upon me , and I fetir tney 
will increase in volume from here on out . I am rejecting them all 
with the statement that I do not expect to make plans at this time 
for the period fo l lowing my return . 

rre are go i ng away to Portugal for a short holiday at the end 
of th i s month , but vill be back here about ~pril 15 tllld wili remtiin 
here until June 7 when we are leaving Oxfor d f or good , going firscto 
Norway and then home . I have Kept the l atter half of L1ay reason&.oly 
unourdened, thus far, and I am sure we can a r rang e to meet at th~t 
time . 

I do not fee l that you were at all foolish to try to dissuade 
Grace from her wedding ulans. I t was a disappointment to us both that 
she felt i t necessary to have this sort of a wedding, but it may have 
represented some sort of a need for her, and perhaps it was all to 
the good . Personally, I think ..o..merican wedding customs are wasteful, 
self-defeating and barbaric. 

I have now completed all the regular acade~ic lecturing I am 
going to do this year. I gave 18 lectures in all, and thin~ tnat it is 
generally recognized i n the Oxford comrunity (one has to sense these 
t~ings here : no- one ever tells you) that this represented about all 
that I could do within the limits of my strength and in the face of 
other demands on my ti~e. I am still holding regulur seminctrs and am 
now addressing a numoer of the student associati0ns wbose i r vita tions 
I was unable to a ccept earlier in the year . ~hen I return from Portugal 
I have a guest lecture at Cambridge and a few other si~ilar engagements 
out s ide of Oxford. 

ith love to Kitty, 

Mr . Robert Oppenhe i mer, 
The Institute for ~dvanced Study, 
Princeton, New Jer sey. 
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28 Febr iary 1958 

Dear George: 

Thank you for your good letter. It has just come, but I am 
impelled to answer it with out delay. I think I know something of' 
the pressure, the adulation, and the criticism with which you have 
had to live . From Miss Hessman I have learned a little of your 
heal th, and fear that it is not too good. It is a time when one 
wishes for friendship more than hillllan powers. 

Thus I wish that I could write at once to put your mind at 
rest, both in your analysis of the quandary in which you find your­
self, of the alternatives that are before you, and in your choice 
of alternatives . Perhaps \<tlen I have had your letter some ti'll"le, 
and t hought more of it, I shall be able to do that; but on all 
three counts I find myself assailed with doubts and question. Some 
of these may disappear as I think f'Urther; others may disappear 
when we have occasion to talk; a few, I think, will not easily be 
dissipated. 

What I am most clear about is that you should not attempt to 
make so grave n set of decisions at the present time, or under the 
present circumstances. The pressure of interest in which you live 
is itself toxic, and your ill heal th and fatjgue, and the inevi tal:i e 
emotions of these months' adventure, must almost disqualify you from 
th.inking of the years ahead with serenity or any true clarity. I 
know that it is a comfort to believe oneself assured in decisions 
for the future; but if the Institute is to mean what it can to you, 
it must surely mean that you are free to return here with no clear 
notion of what you will do next, and with the confidence that here 
you will find, in terms of the years that you have spent here, and 
perhaps with some help from us, a gradual settling of the issues. 
In any case, I beg you not to rush for a conclusion when everything 
about you makes the reaching of it more difficult and more treacherous. 

It will not be long before we olan to be in Europe . We should 
get to Paris by the 20th of April. I would gladly come to see you, 
either in Oxf'ord or in London, and even more gladly welcome you in 
Paris . I would want to do that even if we did not have such grave 
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problems as those you review in your letter. We do not have a certain 
Paris address, though my office will be at the Ecole Normale. When 
we do, I shall send it along. In any case, we have yours, and I will 
be in touch with you. 

Some weeks ago we had an evening with Grace and her young .,.,an, 
who by toir.orrow will be her nusba.nd. We liked hi""!! very, very much. 
I was foolish enough to try to talk Grace out of having so ceremonial 
a wedding in yoU!' absence, but that was not to be done. Ki tty and I 
thought that you would both be very happy with your son-in-law. 

I have now read most of the Dec.i.sion to Intervene. I do not 
know whether, as you said, it is far better than Vol. I;. but I thought 
it was, and enjoyed it even more. We miss you very much, no less for 
the length of your absence . We had many talks with Feis and Bohr and 
Nietmhr which would, I think, have pleased you in their tone and 
drift, and were , we felt, not wholly removed from the deep questions 
which have been the origin. bf so much of the turmoil that your words 
evoked. 

We have had the foulest weather too, with more snow and cold 
than one can remember. I can wish you nothing better than an English 
spring, wnich has a quality of healing and of hope unlike any other 
that I know. fay it come soon. 

Our love to Annelise and to you, 

Professor George Kennan 
8 B Merton Street 
Oxford 
England 

Robert Oppenheimer 
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copy to Hr. Morgan 

S April 1957 

Dear Pro essor Korman; 

At. thair eating on pr 1 L, 1957, the Tru.steo or 
... Ins tJ. tuts tor Advanced S~d;r voted to approve your 

request tor leave or a sence without pa;y- for the academic 
'1'CBJ.. 1957-1958, dur.uig tne riod of your ProfeeGor-
ship et Oxford. 

Professor George Kennan 
Institute for Advanced Stud;y 

Very sincerely, · 

Robert Op ~nheimer 
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THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY 
PRINCETON, N.EW JERSEY 

SCHOOL OF IDSTORJCAL STUDIES March 22, 1957 

Dear Dr. Oppenheimer: 

I am very sorry to have to be absent from the Faculty meeting on 
the 28th. 

I was grateful. for the frankness and explicitness with which the 
pros and con3 of Andre ileil's proposed appointment were set forth at the 
la.st meeting, and have given careful thought to the questions involved. 

I am of course unable to undertake any independent assessment of the 
scientific contribution that :~il might be expected to riake here, as a 
professor; and I cannot, therefore, weigh this accurately against the risks 
that would seem to be involved. Thie being the case, I would not wish my 
vote to stand against the final consensus of feeling in the mathematics 
group, and will ask that it be ad:ied to whatever that consensus is . 

I wouJ.d like to say, however, that I haire misgivings about this 
appointment, and would be happier if we did not have to proceed with it 
at this time. Weil is, as I understand it, slated to cane here anyway 
as a member within one or two years . If, after association with him in 
that capacity over the course of some months, we felt reassured about his 
personal qualifications for a position on the Faculty, then there would be 
no obstacle to the appointment. 

I am much impressed, just on the tasis of my own brief acquaintance 
with the work of the Faculty, with the vital importance of preserving 
collegial relations marked at all times by forebearance, tolerance, and 
restraint, and with the realization of how much harm a single discordarrt 
personality could do in this respect. This is why I feel we shouJ.d seek 
maximum assurance on these counts, before we add to our number. 

Dr. J. Robert Oppenheimer .. 
Director, 
The Institute for l\.dvanced Study. 

Sincerely yours, 
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Copy t o Dr. Oppenheimer 

Jeb. 13., 1957. 

Dear Dana: 

\11th reference to the conYersat1on ve had on Monday,, I thought it might 

be uaef'ul U I were to tey to aua up on paper 97 t1cn to tha euggeat 1on 

you wre f!iOOd enough to make. It 1a this: 

a) or the 

academic year 1958-59,, and v1 

thia time 18 therefore 

b ) to resume vrit.i~ 

iJamadiately; in principle.. to maka a contri­

Thia contribution could 

not be tull time., or anything lite it; but it could,, conceivably, 

be reg1.llar in nature. 

c) I vould viah to be aure that whatever I undertook to 

do repnaaented the moot uaeful contribut ion 1 could make - · that 

all poaaibilitiea,, in other vorda., had been exaa1ned and veigbed 

cmpa.rathel y. I recognize that the Univereit7 would be the 

beet Jud89 ot t his . 

Thank you again for the luncheon. 

S1noerel7., 

/a/ 1QB &EDA!f 

Copy:dmh 
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From: Henry Allen Moe, Treasurer 
Association of American Rhodes Scholars 
551 Fifth Avenue, New York City 17 

FOR RELEASE THURSDAY MORNING, JANUARY 31, 1957: 

The University of Oxford announced today the appointment of George Frost 

Kennan, Professor in tl'.le School of Historical Studies at The Institute for Advanced 

Study, Princeton, New Jersey, as George Eastman Visiting Professor in the 

University of Oxford for the academic year 1957-58. Professor Kennan will take 

up his duties at Oxford in October 1957 . 

The Eastman Professorship was established in 1930 by the late George 

Eastman, founder of the Eastman Kodak Company. The list of previous incumbents 

of the Chair include two Nobel Prize winners, Dr. Arthur H. Compton of Washington 

University, St. Louis, and Dr. Linus Pauling of the California Institute of 

Technology; Justice Felix Frankfurter of the United States Supreme Court; the 

late Professor Wesley Mitchell of Columbia; Professor Benjamin D. Meritt of 

the Institute for Advanced Study; Professor Willard V. Quine of Harvard; and 

Professor Wallace Notestein of Yale. 

The funds of the Eastman Professorship are held in trust by The Chase 

Manhattan Bank of New York for the Association of American Rhodes Scholars. 

The Board of Electors to the Eastman Professorship consists of two m e mbers 

selected by the Association of American Rhodes Scholars and two selected by the 

Hebdomadal Council of the University of Oxford, with the Vice-Chancellor of 

Oxford as Chairman. 

Mr. Kennan was United States Ambassador to the Soviet Union in 1952. 

He is the author of several books, including "American Diplomacy, 1900-1950", 

which won the 1951 Freedom House Award; "Realities of American Foreign 

Policy"; and "Russia Leaves the War", the first of three volumes on Soviet-

American relations 1917-1920. 
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Department of the History of Medicine 

Historical Library 

YALE UNIVERSITY SCHOOL OF MEDICINE 
333 CEDAR STREET· NEW HAVEN 11 ·CONNECTICUT .,, 

Dr- Robert Oppenheimer 
Institute for Advanced Study 
Princeton, New Jersey 

My dear Robert: 

31 December 1955 

By now you will have seen the notice of George 
Kennan's address as given in the New York Times. I heard 
it more or less by accident as Kennan at a distance looks 
like our President, Lynn Thorndike. It was really a 
most magnii'icent speech and more than a thousand pro­
fessional historians in attendance gave him a rousing, 
standing ovation after he had finished. Individual 
historians hold him in the highest regard and they £eel 
that the Institute should be congratulated on his 
appointment there. A critical fellow like I. Bernard 
Cohen went out of his way to tell me this-~ ~ f?u Jv» 

Very sincerely yours , 

John )'::ton, M.D. 

Copy to Mr .. Wilmarth s. Lewis 
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Release1 Friday, December 16, 12.22 

~RELEASE 

The Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, New Jersey 

The Institute for Advanced study announces three new appointments to 

its Faculty--two in the School of Historical Studies and one in the School of 

Ma.thematics, The two new professors in the School of Historical Studies are 

Andrew Alfoldi, authority in the study of Pagan and Christian Rome and Byzantium; 

and George Ksnnan, for many years a foreign service officer, Counsellor of the 

Department of State, Ambassador to Moscow, now engaged in studies of diplomatic 

history, Dr. Chen Ning Yang, mathematical physicist noted for his work in funda­

mental physics and subatomic theory, has been elected Professor in the School of 

Mathematics. 

The Institute further announces that Professor Alexandre Koyre', historian 

of science and philosophy, of the Ecole Pratique des Hautes Etudes, has accepted 

an appointment as member at the Institute during the next five years, The Institute 

further announces the return for the coming semester of five distinguished members~ 

Mr. Jean Gottmann , geographer, of Paris; Dr. Kunihiko Kodaira, mathematician, of 

Princeton; Dr. Otto Neugebauer, historian of mathematics, of Providence; Dr, 

Wolfgang Pauli, physicist, of Zurich; and Miss Veronica Wedgwood , historian, of 

London. 

-)O ... 
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THE INSTITUTE FOR ADV AN CED STUDY 

PRINCETON, NEW JERSEY 
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THE I NS TITUTE F O R ADV A N CED ST UDY 

P RINCETON, NEW J ERSEY 

SCHOOL OF HJSTORICAL STUDIES November 30, 1955 

Dear Dr. Oppenheimer: 

I have your letter of November 28, offering 
me an appointment e.s Professor in the School of 
Historical Studies at the Institute for Advanced 
Study. 

This appointment is a source of deep grati­
fication to me, and. I accept it happily. 

I em conscious of the unusual confidence the 
Faculty and Trustees of the Institute have shown me 
by this appointment in a field of endeavor I entered 
so late in lit"e, and earnestly hope that I may be 
useful, in this new position, to the purposes the 
Institute is concerned to promote. 

Very sincerely yours, 

Dr. J. Robert Oppenheimer, 
Director, The Institute for Advanced Study, 
Princeton, Nev Jersey. 

Director's Office: Faculty Files: Box 19: Kennan, George, Professor and Emeritus, School of Historical Studies 1955-1971 
From the Shelby White and Leon Levy Archives Center, Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, NJ, USA



copy to Mr. Morg~ 

28 November 19.5S 

Dear Mr. Kennan: 

It is with great pleasure that I write to offer you a Professor­
ship in the School of Historical Studies at the Institute for Advanced 
Study. I do this on the recommend.a tion of the Faoul ty and Yd. th the 
concuiTence of the Trustees of the Institute . This appointment could 
start vdth the N0W Year, January lat, 1956. 

You know the Institute well e1JOugh so that I can usefully men­
tion to you only those respect.s in v1hich a Professorship differs .from 
you:r prcsen t posi ti.on as a Member. I ou ~ retire at ~ time after 
your 6!)th birthday, and according to our present rules mu.st retire on 
the June 30th after your 68tb bli'thday. Your sala..-y has been oet at 
\t1a.ooo a year. We shall make available to you $1,000 a year to cover 
the expenses of travel for professional purposes, and this fund is 
CU.'Ilulative up to a total of $31 000. We should be glad to contribute 5% 
of your sala.rJ each year toward· provision .for your retire:nent, pro-vid.od 
you do the same. You are entitled to have a pro£essionnl research 
assistant should you desire one, or to contr:!.bute the fund no budgeted 
as a grant for a. c amber in Ymose work you are interested. 

As a Professor, you will share with your colleagues and me t.J.ie 
responeibili~ for the academic policies of the School of Historicril. 
Studies and for important academic policies involving the Facul:ty as a 
whole. Occasionally there mq be administratiVt. .attars which are 
either important or interesting to the Facul.~ . For the rest, it would 
be our hope that the new and fruitful wor;: a."'la t..le companionship which 
have charac~rized your past years here would continue and grow. 

Mr. George F . Kennan 
Institute for. Advanced Stu~ 
Princeton, New Jersey 

Vecy sincerely, 

Robert Oppenheir.ler 
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THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY 
PRINCETON, NEW JERSEY 

OFFICE OF THE DrRECTOR 

9 November 1955 

To the Trustees of the Institute for Advanced Stuczy-: 

At a meeting of the Faculty of the Institute on March 8, 1955, 
the School of Historical Studies reported its unanimous nomination of 
George F. Kennan for a professorship in th.at School. As is our custom, 
this nomination lay over t o enable members of the Faculty to consider 
its wisdom. On March 22nd the Faculty voted to defer its decision to 
a meeting to be held not later than the end of November, 1955. 

This appointment clearly differs in i:nportant ways from any 
recent:cy- made to the Institute 1 s Faculty; and it has proved to be 
controversial. Some elements of the controversy are suggested in the 
enclosed letters. The controversy was resolved at a meeting on 
November 8, 1955, at which the Faculty approved the appoin1:men t by a 
vote of 13 to 5, all members voting. I shall be prepared to report 
fully the substance of the diverging views at our forthcoming meeting. 

Robert Oppenheimer 

enclosures 
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THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY 

Princeton, New Jersey 

School of Mathematics 

November 7, 1955 

Dear Colleagues: 

Having carefully consi der ed and discussed the proposal ra ised by 
the School of Historical Studies that the faculty recommend the appoint­
ment of Mrc Kennan to a professorship at the Inst itute, we have found such 
i mportant arguments agains t this proposal that we mus t strongly advise 
against it and shall vote accordingly at t he eventual decision. Our view 
in t his matter can be summarized in the f ollowing two principal points: 

l e The Institute f or Advanced Study is a center for serious 
scholarly research and a prerequisite for any pr ofessorship there should 
be scholarl y merits and achi evements of outstanding quality. Non-scholarly 
merits, to the extent t hey are present, should only be taken into account 
to disting-u.i sh bet ween two or more men who meet the requirement of out­
standing s cholarship to an equal degree. We consider any departur e from 
these fu:idamental principles as a gr ave step whi ch might endanger the 
Instituh~ ' s future and undermine its position in the academic community. 

~~ fh'-o Kenn~n 1 s published books are directed to the general 
publ i c and nre la~gely propagandistic. The historical anal ys es contained 
in them ar e of questionable value as is borne out by l etters from l eading 
histoTians. His firs t attempt at serious schol arly research is a manu­
script on -'.:,he Russ ian-American rel ations during the period 1917-1920. Its 
chief v'.....::-tus , ~s f a r as can be judged now, seems to consist in making a 
coh::irent and clearl y written narrative out of the used sources. Whether 
all i mpo:-7.a.n:. f acts have been accounted for , whether the sources have been 
we:l chocsn and i mpar t ially used is still open to doubt and can be decided 
only by sps cialists in the fiel d . Such a decision could hardly be expected 
until t t e book has been published and a number of years have elapsed. It 
should als o be recalled that the manuscript now in existence has not even 
prog~essed to tl1e most important phases of Russian-American relations 
du~ing this period~ since it covers only the time from the fall of 1917 
t o ~~9 e?~iI'-g of 1Sl8n Under these circumstances we consider a recommen­
dation by the fa.cul~ for an appointment of Mr. Kennan at the present 
s tage of his s cholarly career as at l eas t grossly premature and without 
p:'sceC.ent o 
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Inadeqilate scholarly qualifications would be especially harmful 
in the present case because Mr . Kennan is a well !mown political fi gure . 

cc: A. 
A. 
H. 
F. 
K. 
E. 
B. 
D. 
M. 
P. 
A. 
E. 
A. 
H. 
J. 
H. 
L. 
c. 

Alf Bldi 
Beurling 
F. Cherniss 
J . Dyson 
G8del 
Kantorowicz 
D. Heritt 
Montgomery 
Morse 
Oppenheimer 
Pai s 
Panof sky 
SE:berg 
An Thompson 
van Neumann 
Whitney 
Woodward 
N. Yang 

A. Beurling 
K. G8del 
D. Montgomery 
A, Selberg 
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November 4, 1955 

Dear Robert: 

Thank you for your letter of November 3. I am much 
obliged to you for arranging for a general distribu­
tion of my letter. This is certainly a better process 
than circulating it. 

I am also very appreciative of your readiness to present 
in the meeting, if this should be desired, the points 
that I am making. 

You refer to a sentence in my letter, "On this, the 
professional opinion, as far as it is available, does 
not seem to be entirely favorable, 11 and you point out 
that it is obscure. What I had in mind is the third 
paragraph in Craig's letter to Woodward of October 16. 
He discusses there what he considers to be the nominee's 
limitations as a historian, and states that his 
criticisms under this heading apply to the unpublished 
book, also. 

Faithfully, 

John von Neumann 

Dr. J. Robert Oppenheimer, Director 
The Institute for Advanced Study 
Princeton, New Jersey 
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Dear John: 

Thanl! you for your letter of November lat. The arguments 
which led you to send a copy to Montgomery and Kantorowicz seem 
to me to apply to everyone on the Faculty; I am accordingly 
having your letter reproduced and transmitted. 

For moat of wnat you write I have, I think, an adequate 
understruxling; and I should be able, if called on, to make some 
comments which you would probably recognize as a reasonable 
statement of your case . There is one exception; and although 
the point would not seem to play an essential part in your 
argument, I will raise it, becau~e I simply do not know what 
you mean. Writing of the nominee, you say: "Of his works, the 
wipublished book alone is suited for consideration in connection 
with the proposed appointment. " This sentence I understand. 
You go on: tton this, the p:rofessional opinion, as far as it is 
available, does not seem to be entirely favorable." This is the 
sentence I do not understand; what is it all about? 

Dr. John von Neumann 
Atomic Energy Commission 
Washington, D. c. 

Faithfully, 

Robert Oppenheimer 

• 
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November 1, 1955 

Dear Robert: 

I have your circular letter to the faculty, dated October 24, 1955, 
stating that a faculty meeting will be held at 10:30 a.m., on 
November 8, and that the first item on its agenda will be the 
consideration of a nanination by the School of Historical Studies 
for a professorship. The first enclosure , entitled "Supplementary 
Statement of the School of Historical Studies" nominates George 
Kennan. 

To my regret, I cannot be in Princeton on November 8. I am, there­
fore , writing to you to state my views and my vote. I would be 
obliged to you if you would cammmicate these to my colleagues at 
the meeting. Since this letter in full may be too long for the 
faculty meeting, I am sending copies, for their preliminary 
orientation and information, to Ernst Ka.ntorowitz and Deane 
Montganery. 

I have read the "Supplementary Statement , " as "Well as the additional 
attacbments, the letters frcm I. Berlin, G. Craig (two letters), 
H. Dodds , T. Manmsen, P. Mose~, O. Vossler, R. Billington (two 
letters) , and J. Strayer. 

In addition to these, I discussed, before the end of la.st year, 
the Kennan proposal with Woodward, Cherniss, Ka.ntorowitz, and I 
have read his Chicago lectures and his Fra.Dkf'urt lectures. I bad 
no occasion to read the manuscript of his latest, unpublished, book, 
but with regard to this I am relying on Craig's evaluation. 

After a thorough reconsideration of all that bas been said and done 
in this matter, I find that the nomination is open to the same 
decisive objections as before. 

Kennan is a distinguished public figure but not, so far, an 
historian. Of' his works, the unpublished book alone is suited 
for consideration in connection with the proposed appoin'bnent. On 
this, the professional opinion, as far as it is available, does 
not seem to be entire~ favorable. Clear~, an appointment to a 
professorship at the Institute should be based on more than a 
single publication, particularly if this is one that bas not yet 
stood the test of a general review and discussion by the professional 
:fraternity, and when there is no evidence of its exceptional 
character. 
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The Eastman Professorship in Oxford is a one-year appointment. 
All possible inferences from this have already been allowed for 
by the Institute in the past, by giving Kennan a five-year member­
ship. 

I cannot avoid the conclusion that the only qualifications that 
can be adduced in favor of this appointment are non-academic ones. 
I have a great respect and admiration for many of the non-academic 
virtues and accomplishments . However, I feel strongly that in 
considering a man for a major academic position we should leave 
these out of consideration until we have satisfied ourselves that 
the proposed appointment can be justified on strictly academic 
grounds alone . 

I greatly regret that I must cast my vote in opposition to the 
desire of my humanistic colleagues. I would not do this if I 
were not convinced that we are dealing here with an important 
matter of principle on which no compromise can be made without 
compromising the Institute . May I, therefore, ask that, if the 
matter comes to a vote on November 8, you have me recorded as 
voting in the negative . 

With best regards, 

As ever, 

John von Neumann 

Dr. J . Robert Oppenheimer 
Director, The Institute for Advanced Study 
Princeton, New Jersey 

cc: Ernst Kantorowitz 
Deane Montgomery 
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25 October 1955 

' 

Dear Brama 

You will be havi_ng an account of the crowded schedule for the 
one copy of the manuscript which we sti ll and legitemately have. It we 
can get it to you we shall; the chances are perhaps not too good. I am 
sure, however~ that I can have it available by Monday afternoon before 
our meeting, and that if you can come down that afternoon or evening 
you can at least have a good look at it and see what it is like. 

Both Harold and I of oo urse feel that your decision as to 
whether to come or not to come to the meeting is yours aloneJ but we 
both share the feeling that if you did come, irrespective of how care­
fully you had studied the manuscript, 1 t might well turn out to be a good 
thing. 

Dr. A. Pais 
Apartment 5c 
47 Perry Street 
New York, New Y 0rk 

• 
Robert Oppenheimer 

' 

, 
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AN AIR LETTER SHOULD NOT COJ\'TAIN ANY 

ENCLOSURE; IF IT DOES IT WILL BE SURCHARGED 
OR SENT BY ORDINARY MAIL. 
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23 ftarch 1955 

Dear Pan: 

· Herewith Kq' s notes on the ope'ning phase of 
yesterday 1s meeting. They are in part stenographic; i n 
part they are reconstructions that I tried to make of the 
places she missed. They are not accurate: some sentences 
have been lost, and some se$nces I am sure I have recon­
s truc ted incorrectly . When you are through, I would pro­
pose that you destroy them; they are only for your conve­
nience in refreshing your memory, and deciding what points 
should be in the minutes . This is the only copy. 

_Robert Oppenheimer 

Professor Panofsky 
Institute for Advanced Stuc\Y • 

enclosure 

• 

Director's Office: Faculty Files: Box 19: Kennan, George, Professor and Emeritus, School of Historical Studies 1955-1971 
From the Shelby White and Leon Levy Archives Center, Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, NJ, USA



~a:.A£ 4/~~d : 

./ bV~ ~~ ~/- _7 ~a_.,~ ~e:.-c. ~ ~ 4 4.ek ...&-y~ 

uYt-/~ a.SVt.</-,?~f< ~~· ~k, ~/- /?~~~Ad' . 
~lu/.J a-tL ~o l'- ~ ~c OT!<'~~ r /t:'<r/~~ y~~ 

~~-
/~~ ~ ~1-4 .,,,<irl·~~~r-~ ~r J ~ 

d-11 ,~ wfu_~ ~ ~,y ~ 4k~dr~4 -<l~ U"r~cre . 
/ /,~c( ~~ ~,kh~ ~50-.~/'U~~ /h'-~ ~ ~h.-a-d ~~ 
dv 4-c · / ~~~~ :f e~, a-z 4~r ·· c.'")-'c ~~ 
107- .,...... U-~·"·"',._.,, ."fa ~,.,.r_,~ - 6-_t-, ad~ <2d / l'o..£..t 

J~d:J~ ,1 4 ,4('hcf~¥ J.,rt£!1 4~<'~ cz-~l?l ./ H-,Z,..J ~d ~ 
/fu ~d~ ~~t- :i 1-Vtn:~~ . ~~~ Y~1L~~dd~ ~ 
~ ~(!£_~~~ ~ --4<~ ~rz __.. G 41~. ~ • 
. ·J17 7 4 ~~ ~ ~e~ eUrCkA~ ~:/c~~A-4 
~i'~ ~ a--,,d, a-:1 a dfit~ :f 4 ~e«E~ ~eh 
e~ ~ r~ ~ ;r:'~a-h~ 7 7~~·- ~~Q~~ ~~ 
w;ICJCh<r dak ~h~ :f Ae~~ a-,~ ('.'~~~~/ 7k..__ _ 

bar~ ~re<A~~f . 7~ Q~h~~, :7 e~ ~~ ~ .£~~7 
It/~ a-rd a./~ 4 ~t::Ld. / J/lvu-Ct?( rdj.e. /h~/ ~ ~ 
a .6.voh. ~u-h .e/.i ~ ./t::..12~ (>~~~¢~ a~-/z.~~ - ~d 
~o< a!U.<he-~ - ~ -£.C ~~-

~ AJ.O,, a-<1 f JC1.<°d oY1 ~df ~ 4~.515 ~c·£, 7. 
~/~~ ~. -7 A"~~ ~yen-<- a.5~r ~ ;=1-c:W;~y 
tj_ ~~ Jf_'Y !rry-e t2d p+~~~ 7 ~ ~/ a/- ~ 
/nJhfUU h~ ~of-~ ~uved. ~ 4'«-.J ~ ~ ~ £ 

jc fur k 4Jd.t" 6.e a kd~4-r ~ ~ ~ 4~c-ye--vc.. ~re{ 
r~M~,c:; tvt;L ~~~. ~~ ~ /tu. ~c H-t:~e¥c; 
k ~ r~ QY{ .8C<7~~ ,,,lt 4~ ~7 . ~u_ ~:.ech~ ~ ~~ 
~ 4 ~ ~~ fil.< ~ 'J' ~ ~ee4C, evr_y~.:J /t:;. P~ 

Director's Office: Faculty Files: Box 19: Kennan, George, Professor and Emeritus, School of Historical Studies 1955-1971 
From the Shelby White and Leon Levy Archives Center, Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, NJ, USA



i /'f.Jo r- ~ c.:,,;.e-•• -~.u;, ::f /r'T. ./;, ad~h....:,, 
/ 4 na ,/Ld ~4.c, -:f 4 /r-un:/ut; ~ :7~f ~ ~/?~e­

a~~~~ ..<.C 4ftvade:t ~ ~ ,...,.,,~ ~M ~<7<7f""".J-Rc;( 

~ /fu. kd~o~ ~c:/~~ ad t;c ~~y~k<e:/( ~~~ . 

..q :J<---'- c:14~d ~ ~~~ ~~r-~ ~4-~ :T 
~c.r'l'~.L / 6Lrrl ~ ~ w~d ~ 4/k~k ~;?~ 7 ~ 
kJP"t /e . /J:ct- .y yvu c:uht-d ~ ~ ~~ ~ t:l... 

~-t- :I d::.;~y~~~ ~~~ ~~~c.J,, / ~~ r-
J<Jk~ ~ ~lhdd ~ ~oU ~~ . 

./ c<ndd, 7 r~.. .&: 41..-+~ ~.5v-v<r ~ . £.., 
~ r~ ./ /h~4r #/qr / .JIZ~I/( 7f£! yv-u. ~ec-r­
/ Th vKj It f- :/ ~ .5 erok. . 

cL~, 
~ /,/' . 
/. ?~/ 

Director's Office: Faculty Files: Box 19: Kennan, George, Professor and Emeritus, School of Historical Studies 1955-1971 
From the Shelby White and Leon Levy Archives Center, Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, NJ, USA



Supplementary Statement of the School of 
Historical Studies 

At a meeting of the Faculty held on March 8, 1955, the School of 

Historical Studies reported that it had voted unanimously to propose the 

election of Mr. George F. Kennan to a professorship in the Institute, and 

in support of this proposal laid before the Faculty at that time a statement 

concerning Mr. Kennan's career, character, and achievements. The Faculty 

having decided to def er a decision on this proposal to a meeting to be held 

during the present term and there having been in the interim the opportunity 

for further inquiry, thought, and discussion concerning the merits of the pro-

posal, the School wishes now to make a statement by way of supplement to its 

earlier document of nomination. 

We recognize that consideration of the proposal involves answers to two 

questions: first, whether the Institute should continue to support the study 

of recent political history, and second, if it should support such study, 

whether Mr. Kennan is not merely a suitable candidate for a professorship in 

this field of study but an eminent one and the best available. 

With regard to the first question we call the attention of the Faculty 

to the facts that immediately after the death of Professor Earle the Director 

expressed the hope that the pursuit of studies in Modern History would be main-

tained and extended and that this expression was recorded in the minutes of the 

Faculty Meeting of September 30, 1954, which were unanimously approved. We 

have no doubts about the rightness of this decision. Indeed we regard it as a 

matter of public importance that in the present critical state of the world an 

Institute such as ours should set an example in the application of critical 

methods to the analysis of recent and contemporary political phenomena, and 
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particularly, the analysis of the relations between independent sovereign 

states--the gravest danger-point in our contemporary society. We are agreed 

then to cont inue our academic interest i n this fieldo 

After considering possible candidates from this country and elsewhere the 

School of Historical Studies is more than ever convinced that Mr. Kennan has 

to an outstanding degree the qualif ications for a professorial appointment at 

the Institute in the field of twentieth-century international relations. 

Our judgment in this matter has been questioned on the grounds that Mr. 

Kennan is not a "professional11 scholar; that the greater part of his career 

has been directed to practical affairs, and that it is too late for him to 

acquire the 11background11 necessary for historical work. 

Apart from the fact that a great deal of Mr. Kennan's official work has 

been concerned with the critical examination and evaluation of the foreign 

policy of States, and that in this work he has acquired much of the technical 

training which the professional historian learns in other ways, we regard Mr. 

Kennan's experience as in itself of the greatest value. This practical knowl­

edge of affairs--in which many academic historians are notably deficient--is 

of special value in dealing with all historical material concerned with the 

relations between governmentso We may point out that many of the greatest 

political historians in the field of recent or contemporary history have been 

men who have turned to historical writing after gaining practical experience 

of affairs. It would be embarrassing to Mr. Kennan to quote the examples of 

Thucydides or Clarendon or Guizot, but--to take a modern English parallel--we 

might cite John Morley. 
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In our view, therefore, the question is not whether Mr. Kennan's previous 

career is in itself a disadvantage--we regard it as an advantage. What we have 

had to ask ourselves is whether Mr. Kennan possesses the positive abilities, 

critical judgment, patience, capacity for handling large masses of material, 

skill in writing, and above all detachment, which are necessary for a historian 

in any field, and not least in the field of the political relations between 

sovereign states. Since our last Faculty meeting we have had the opportunity 

of reading the first volume of Mr. Kennan's projected work on the political 

relations between the United States and the USSR. Our opinion of this work is 

extremely favorable. We regard it as conclusive evidence that Mr. Kennan does 

possess and can exercise all the abilities we have named, and that, in addition, 

his practical experience gives his historical work a firmness of outline and a 

distinction which put it in the first rank. We give to the volume the highest 

praise open to the historian when we say that the work will not have to be done 

again. 

It has been suggested that the scholarly reputation of the Institute will 

suffer if we elect to a professorship anyone without the usual academic quali­

fications. We should not incline to give much thought to outside criticism of 

this kind. In fact, however, we think that the reasons determining our judgment 

in the matter will be understood and approved, not only in this country, but in 

other countries--notably Great Britain and Germany--where Mr. Kennan's work is 

already widely known and appreciated. Incidentally, we would call attention 

to the fact that Mr. Kennan has been invited to hold the Eastman visiting 

professorship at Oxford, and that, to our knowledge, this invitation was given 

for the very reasons which have convinced us that we should do well to invite 

him to hold a professorship at the Institute. 

Director's Office: Faculty Files: Box 19: Kennan, George, Professor and Emeritus, School of Historical Studies 1955-1971 
From the Shelby White and Leon Levy Archives Center, Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, NJ, USA



-4-

Finally, we should like to repeat our previous statement that we do not 

regard Mr. Kennan's appointment as a substitute for the appointment of a 

leading historian interested in some other field of Modern History. We have 

continued our search for a suitable candidate; hitherto we have not found 

anyone upon whose election we should be generally agreed. We may be able 

to make a reconunendation in the near future, or we may be compelled to wait, 

possibly for a year or two, but this matter is not in itself related to Mr. 

Kennan's candidature. If we had a candidate in some other field of Modern 

History, we should nonetheless also put forward Mr. Kennan's name for 

election to a professorship. 
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PRINCETON UNIVERSITY 

PRINCETON NEW JERSEY 

Department of History 

Professor E.L. Woodward 
Institute for Advanced Study 
Princeton, New Jersey 

Dear Woodward: 

March 18, 1955 

I think that it would be an excellent idea to give 
a professorship in the Institute to George Kennan. He is a 
man of great breadth of intelligence and understanding, and 
one from whom I learn a great deal every time I talk with him. 
He is clearly of the calibre that the country has come to 
expect of men at the Institute. 

On the other hand, I would have the gravest of mis­
givings about any proposition to make Kennan a professor of 
history, or to call him a professor of history. He is not a 
historian, although he has taken to writing history, and his 
thinking is not the thinking of a professional historian. I 
am always struck in reading his work by the fact that he is so 
preoccupied with problems of the present that he at times 
distorts the events of the past in talking of them. Another 
characteristic of his historical work is his playing around 
with the historical optative; that is, he is always arguing 
that if such and such a thing had only been true then every­
thing would have been richer and better. I do not say that 
there are no historians who suffer from these failings, but 
I would insist that we do not describe such historians as 
distinguished historians. I! the Institute is going to appoint 
a man as a historian, I think the country has the right to _ 
expect that he will be a distinguished historian. One of my 
colleagues said to me the other day that when he read Kennan's 
book, he just did not think of it as history. This is the way 
I feel myself. The historical essays in his first book I do 
not regard as sound, and my opinion is shared by those of my 
colleagues who work in American diplomatic history. 

Thus, while I would be enthusiastic about seeing 
Kennan made a professor at the Institute, I would be distinctly 
unhappy, if I may be permitted to say so, if his appointment 
should prevent the Institute from going ahead and hiring a 
distinguished historian, for, as an outsider who has neverthe­
less had close relations with the Institute, I feel the need of 
someone like Ed Earle, who not only did good historical work 

• 
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Professor E.L. Woodward 
Page two 

March 18, 1955 

but also maintained relations with the historical profession 
and brought good men to Princeton. I do not think it is 
impossible to find such a man. Offhand I would mention two: 
Richard Hofstadter of Columbia and Franklin L. Baumer of Yale. 
It is, of course, none of my business to be recommending 
people to you. Nevertheless, if you are interested in any 
suggestions from the History Department I shall see that you 
get them. 

Yours very sincerely, 

GAC:ED 

«~d~>y /or,:: A. Craig ~ 
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March 7, 1955 

Confidential 

• 

Dear Craig: 

There is a prooosal hero that WA should invite George 

Kennan to hold a professorship in our School of Historica1 

Studies. Pe are therefore asking, as we allm.ys do in such 

cases, for some outside opinions on t~e suitability of the 

roposal. My collee.rnies and I would therefore be niost 

rreiteful to you if you would tell us what. you vot•ld thir.k 

atout it. 

Professor Gordon A. Craig 
Princeton University 
Princeton, New Jersey 

Yours sincerely, 

E. L. WClodvard 
Executive Officer 
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PRESIDENT'S ROOM 

PRINCETON UNIVERSITY 

PRINCETON NEW JERSEY 

March 28, 1955 

Dear Dr. Oppenheimer: 

I have your note of March 16, and shall of 

course treat the whole matter as private until in-

structed to the contrary. 

Part of our Calif omia trip was a day at 

Berkeley when I made the speech at the Charter Day 

Exercises. The Linforths were at the luncheon pre-

ceding the event and they especially instructed me 

to convey to you their most sincere good wishes and 

pledge of personal support. 

Faithfully yours, 

Dr. Robert Oppenheimer 
The Institute For Advanced Study 
Princeton, New Jersey 

f b 
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16 Karch 1955 

Dear Dr. Dodds: 

Thank you very much for your letter of March 9th, 
wh.i.ch I appreciated greatly. It is possible, and perhaps 
even probable, that the·travels of our Facu1ty", and the 
rituals which encumber such mai;ters, will make it imposs­
ible for us to settle *he question of which I wrote until 
autumn. I shall certainly let yau know when it is settled, 
and I will be grateful. if you will treat it as private 
until that time . 

With every good wish, 

Dr. Harold W. Dodds 
The Inn 
Rancho Santa Fe 
Ca.lif ornia 

Robert Oppenheimer 
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7 March 1955 

Dear President Dodds: 

The Faculty of the School of Historical Studies at 
the Institute has just voted in favor of the election of ' 
George Kennan to a chair in that School. We shall now 
present the matter to the Faculty of the Institute as a 
whole, and to the Trustees of the Institute. 

In following this course, we- would value an ex­
pression of opinion as to the appropriateness of this 
election from scholars who know something o! Kennan 1 s 
work, and of Kennan himself. I have the hope that you 
will welcome this step on our part, because I think you 
have a high regard for George Kennan, and will :t>e pleased 
by any action which will tend to keep him inathis commu­
ni -cy. I would not otherwise disturb you in your absence 
from Princeton, but it would be very helpful to us to know 

• your views within the next week or so. I would like to be 
free to present them to the Faculty and Trustees of the 
Institute, but if you would prefer to write me in confidence 
I shall be glad to respect that limitation. 

With every wann good w:is h, 

President Harold Dodds 
The Inn 
Rancho Santa J.i'e 
California 

Robert Oppenheimer 

Director's Office: Faculty Files: Box 19: Kennan, George, Professor and Emeritus, School of Historical Studies 1955-1971 
From the Shelby White and Leon Levy Archives Center, Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, NJ, USA



Dear J;ka. ; 

THEODOR E . MOMMSEN 
700 STEWART AVENUE 

ITHACA, N. Y . 

Mc..rch 17, 1:;55 

'l'ha.nk ' TOU for :vour l etter of Ma.,..ch 13, in wh ich rou 
to l d me t hat the S chool nf Historical st~di es h~s voted 
un ani roous l y to propose to the Fac ul ty o ~ thP, Institute 
the appo intmen t of George Y"nnan a.s .!?l'Ofes sor in the Scho~l 
of Hi ntor ical Studies . I wan t to say at the v e ry s t ar t 
that I ws.s g rea tly ple 'lsed by this ne7JS~ 

L e t ?:ie try to exJlai n "tr..Y re a c ti on, It is onl y par ti al l y 
b~sed on my eval ~at ion o f Kennan's books~ I have read both 
of th~rri and f oun d them v ery inforl:'la. tive a nd stimula.tin:S , 
espec1a.l l . the second b ook. Not b e in;; a n expert myself in 
diµl~ratic hi-torv, I suppose that there exist other ~orks 
"'1h ich dea l with .\lnerican f ore i ::;-n ) Ol ic ;1 in a techni~2.lly 
~ore c omprehen ive f ?shiono Fut I ~ls o note th~t ~ennan 1 s 

n~xt book !ill bP. ~ d i n l 1matic ~i~t~rv in thP most snecific 
sense of t~e word , b 9sed on ~rchiv~ l re ~ ~ rch,~s ~ell as 
on hi s pe r so nal ex pe i ences in iu~ sia~ ! f I had t9 pro pos e 
A. man f or a profes sorshi.J in _'l.n:e rica.n diJl••r;atic ~istor3 
at on e of t he maj or ~niv ers i ti e s, I ~ 0~11 c ertainly 
!'ecm:rr end T(e nn'm ·.!l10l e hr:ia r edly b e c ause I am ~onvinc ed 
that he measure s u~ to every poss i ble standard i n this 
res.i:)ec t . 

Fut i n regard ~o the q •1es ti on of Kennan's l:i.1 .. o in tme?lt 
to &. i1 erran~nt :-:el"bership i n tl: a :'1s~it11 t e , I a.m not 
thinking :; ... i ::tr il~r of Yi.is und e rii'1.ble q,uali ti'3s a s an :nper t 
i n th~ field OT i nt~~nati0nal ) olicy ~nd ii ; lo~~tic 
relati ons o '"'lier~ d.r e many :;c od schol Ft.rs :·tnd d i sti n3u i shed 
Jtrlaxxr:HXX d i p l .1"1.a ts ':1.nd :-ren of .:1..f!f'3.i rs . f:.1;r.nan ' s ac t.ial 
a c h i e v eTI:en ts in t:1e • .J : st · 4~d the .,Jrorr:i ses -c: h i ch h".! giv es 
for the f~ture , ) Ut him &t the top of t~~ s class Jf ~eo~ le~ 
But ~Yi.at really i~~ressed me mo s t dee~ly on thd fe~ 
occ c; sions :o- t ""' h icli I met h i m soc i q,lly, t.nd · ~ 1:.tt I Eens~d 
Then I liatened Lo hi~ ~rinc eton l e~t~res =nd read h i s 
books and occasion~l articles, w~~ t he ]erson~l i ty of the 
man hi~self 0 '"here are, in r:-:1 O?in ion , not many ";' ~)_t>l~ in 
thi -, ,...or l d of ou,..s , Y'1ho a.r" 'lS :;1 -rofo •.indl y hu"T'.3.ne or, if ~rou 
~ill a..tlow z:e the ..4Se of th e "lord, "'lS tru l y ''humanist", as 
Kennan. is

0 
~rom h i s wide Knowl ed6e o f the f a c ts a nd fi~ 

t houghts of the ~n st, ~s w.~ ll a$ fro~ h is ~r2ctic al 
exo"3ri~nc ee in the _t)re s ent, h·~ has d ev eloped a de ep s~nse 
of- Moral a nd cmvi c res~o nsib ili ty . 7his has en~~led him 
to fu l fill a ~ost irr~ortant funct ion in o~r 8ocie ty~ In 
the l ast 1P c1~ e or ~o, J~bl ic o) inic n in thie ctuat-ry ha~ 
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THEODORE. MOMMSEN 
7 00 STEWART AVENUE 

ITHACA, N. Y. 

become less and less a riculate a s f a r &s the discussion 
of for e i gn policy ia concerned~ Kennan ha s r emained 
a rticulate, setting forth ideas which command and receive 
r espect both in t h is country and abroad bec a use they bear 
wi tnes s to a spirit ~n1 ~ind nou~ished by the bes t of our 
·es tern t ::-a..1i ti:>ns . 

I fi 'ld i t most .. i ffic 1l t ":.o .... _Jress rr -zelf s•1 : c i n:tly o 
"'te!'.? f ur•_ , t ... .kc rr;y 0u-rr. n -c:; .:1 i 1 ..,il ; ·., .ln e:.;,,!'re~S i:) n of .., 
i -e d i =-. t 5 ~ ~ l? c ti on t J y;) . 1 r ' v • I r my es t.:. n .... t i o n 
Y:t""' .... n' s a.._J_.1Ji., -:mcnt :.o t:ie ::ns .. i ........ e ··ou:.'.:!. ... i ~nify a..nd. 
•>'J .l} ' Ift1lin1'~ f'.:1 < r a.ll.) :::r-i 1 "'l'~3J. !'t. ~ . -l: - dASe!'Vej, 
r:c ~ -r i tion c~ 1ie _as t -e~it~ _no ~is ~-~se~ t f 1nct i Jn 
in t.11. i - c 1 , ... ·y . :!:: J';. l d. :: f e::;, i !1 '" .)_)in i on , CJ cred i t 
to the T n ~ t i t .l t e i t o p l~ . 

':l _.) i or '""; . · o sen 
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THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY 

PRINCETON, NEW JERSEY 

10 November 1935 

Dec.tr Robert : 

I hope ve~y much to 5et over t o 
the m eting on Tuesd~y, November 15th but 
on the off chance that I may not I send 
you this line to say that I very he~1tily 
ap,rove of K~nnc.n for a profes~orship at 
the Institute and thi nk the objections 
, ·hich are made are largely t echnica l . You 
could call hi m a Professor of So~ial Sci ence 
if you like, just a s Panofsky is &n a uthority 
on the His tory of Art and Ste· art an 
authority on Economics . 

I am a member of the Boc..rd of 
El ectors of t he =astman ?rofessor shi~ and 
·· e are very proud to have him scheciuled to 
be Ea stman Profes ..,or yeo.J.· after next . 

I ncidental ly, the ·e is no r eason 
... hy this should not be spoken of in Faculty 
meeting but ve Ollbht not to say anything 
zbout his Eastman Profes sor ship i n t he 
ne spaper s . v·e ha~·e an un- .Ti tten l aw 
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THE fNSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY 

PRINCETON, NEW JERSEY 

that ~:'e <io nc.t announce these Prof essorships 
in this country until the Vice Ch.:.ncellor 
has announced them in Oxforc, hich he does 
usually in the spring prece~ing t he Pro­
fe ssor r s as;umpt_on of his duti es . The 
Zastman Professors are just for one year arid 
this see:ms the m ost dignified r-ay to 
manage the succession . 

As I Sa/ , I hope to go over to 
the me tin0 , but if I fe0l s ~ecy and am not 
able to I hope you ~ ill feel free to report 
my vie s . I ..m ve:y 5lad of the democratic 
-·ay in hich you have circulated this 
mater i c.l a:.:.out the mctter . 

Yours s incerely, 

Dr . Rober t Oppenheimer , Director 
Ins t i tu-'-v e for Acivanced Stud~­

Princeton, IT .J. 
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THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY 
PRI NCETON, NEW JERSEY 

SCHOOL OF MATHEMATICS March 15, 1955 

Dear Robert: 

This letter repeats the main points in my part of our conversation 
this morning, in connection with the proposal to recommend George Kennan for 
a professorship in the Institute. I nay not be able to come to the next 
faculty meeting (which is set for March 22), in which case I would like to 
ask you to show this letter to my colleagues. 

My recommendation is that we do not go ahead with the proposal in 
the manner that has been suggested. That is, we should not proceed to decide 
this matter, as far as the faculty is concerned, at great speed--and in par­
ticular not at the next f aculty meeting. Let me briefly restate my reasons 
for t his. 

Kennan's stature and his qualifications in various non-academic 
fields are obvious. As you know, I have a very high regard for his person and 
his intellectual interests. In addition to this I appreciate, that his interest 
is focussed more and more on researches in contemporary history and that he has 
made considerable progress in his first ex.tensive project in this field. Never­
theless, it would be quite contrary to what the Institute 1s practice has been 
up to now, and what , it seems to me, it should continue to be, if we acted on 
such evidence alone. 

I think that our action in recommending the appointment of a pro­
fessor must be based on achievement and not on promise , and that the achieve­
ment must be exceptional and extensive. 

I think that non-academic excellence should not influence our action, 
unless the appointment can also be justified on academic grounds alone. Further­
more, I cannot r econcile myself with the view, that in a particular field purely 
academic criteria cannot be met, or that t hey must not be decisive, because of 
some inherent characteristic of that field. If any field is really such, then, 
it seems to me it is not suited for the Institute. 

All of t his seems to me sufficient grounds to wait in Kennai 1s case, 
until his scholarly oeuvre develops further . Then the kind of evaulation that 
is appropriate will become possible. 

With best regards, 

JvNeg 

Dr. J . Robert Oppenheimer 
Institute f of Advanced Study 

As ever, 

John von Neumann 
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Excerpts from Minutes of the Board of Trustees of the 
Institute for Advanced Study: 

Vol. 1, No. 4, mtg. Nov. 15, 1955, page 4: 

"The Director stated that he had no idea whether Mr. Kennan would 
accept an appointment to the Faculty. The in vi ta ti on, if 
approved, would only be offered if Hr . Kennan expected and 
planned to make the business of scholarship his life work. 
This could of course not imply any absolute commi Ullent to 
refuse high political office." 

Vol. 1, No. 5, mtg. Apr. 25, 1956, page 2: 

"After the Director had explained to Mr. George Kennan the basic 
implications of an appoiniment to a professorship in the School 
of Historical Studies, Mr. Kennan accepted the appointment." 
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D R. A. P AIS 

47 PERRY ST., APT. 5 C 

NEW YORK 14, NEW YORK 
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THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY 
PRINCETON, NEW JERSEY 

SCHOOL OF MATHEMATICS 

March 14, 1955 

Dear Rober t : 

Since we feel that any candidate for faculty appoint­
ment, regardless o: other merits , should have subs tantial 
schol arly achievements to his credit, and in our opinion the 
candi date now before the facul ty is l acking in these , we find 
that if the matt er is brought to a vote we shall have to vote 
against him. 

We would ImlCh prefer i t if the matter woul d not be 
br ought to a vote but dropped or postponed indefinitely. The 
search for a s trong candidate in history ought of course to 
be continued . 

Yours sincerely, 

~~ 
Deane Montgomery 

Atl~~ 
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Copied from letter to Profes sor Chemise from Professor Mer i tt 

American School of Classical Studies 
Athens, Greece 

Dear Harold: 

February 20, 1955 

Your good letter of t he 13th came yesterday. Earlier 

in the week Homer came by with Eka's letter about Kennan. I 

favor this appointment most warmly. In fact, I have been rather 

kicking myself that I didn't think of it first. At first blush 

the~shall we say--non-academic aspects of Kennan's career were 

more or less in.mind; but I have become more and more enthusiastic 

about an invitation to him as I have mulled t he whol e matter over 

during the last days of the past week. His qualifications seem 

to me to be academic par excellence, or, as Po G. Wodehouse would 

say "in the deeper and truer sense 0£ the word." The Eastman 

appointment, I believe, shows that t his is recognized at Oxford, 

and I think we should recognize it too. o .. 

I am much cheered by the news that Alfdldi will join us, 

and this cheer is now reinforced by the hope that we may have 

Kenn.an too. This is good work . 

eeee•o• 

Ever yours, 

/s/ Ben 

(B. D. Mer i tt) 
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Copied from letter t o Professor Kantorowicz from Professor Thompson 

Agora Excavations 
American School of Classical Studies 
Athens, Greece 

Dear Eka : 

February 13, 1955 

Many thanks f or yours of the .5th. I'm glad to know that 

Alf"dldi' s appointment is all i .n order and shall look f orward eagerl y 

to making A's acquaintance in the fall. 

I would heartily subscribe to the nomination of Kennan. 

Last autumn, indeed, when we were beginning our search I had proposed 

his name informally, but was promptly sat upon on the ground that K. 

was not quite a scholar. He does, however, possess a good many 

scholarl y attributes, and has already proven himself to be a stimulating 

and congenial member of our community . He would also, as you observe, 

undoubtedly continue to serve as a link bet ween the ivory tower and the 

busy world. 

I am passing on your letter to Ben who will cer tainly be 

writing you on his own. We shall o.f course talk it over t ogether and 

I may write further, but I wished to l et you know at once that my own 

reactions are entirel y in favor ••• • 

With all good wishes, 

Yours ever, 

/s/ Homer 
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COMITATO INTERNAZIONALE 
DI SCIENZE STORICHE 

GIUNTA CENTRALE 
PER GLI STUDI STORICI 

CONGRESSO INTERNAZIONALE DI SCIENZE STORICHE 
ROMA 4 . 11 SETI'EMBRE 1955 

F0rio d ' I rchia , Sept . 16, 1955 . 

-R~···················· · ·········· ·· ·······-······················· 

Dear .,...Obert , 

~ Your vacation, no doubt , belongR to th€ past, but 
I do hope that your t i ip on th~ Yach~ was pleasant for you 
and Kitty and the children. My vacation will come t o an end 
in 12 days . I was in Greece , mai nly on th~ islands (Hydra, 
Rhodes) , survived th~ meeting of the historianR , including 
even a papal blessing , and am now recovering in Ischi a, but 
mny round out this tri p by a short visit of Palermo and western 
Sicily . Isl ands and Ivory Towers seem t o be i n some inner 
relationship wi th one another . 

I have discussed th•~ problem of the Unknown Soldier 
in Modern History with i ndeed very many friends . The result wa~ 
on the whole , discourag ing . Baethgen, t~P Director of the 
Monument& GLrmani ae Hi storica and a very old friend of mi ne , 
gave at 1 ast some explanat i on for the lack of moder n histori.S.­
ans in the middle generat i on , which m~y have s~me truth in 
Germany . He sai d thet in the Naz i peri od modern history was 
"hot" fo r any historian who did not subscribe to the party 
line . The younger people t wenty year s ago t~erefore preferred 
to step into mediaeval history which was l ess ''dangerous'' be­
cause the Nazis did not bother to i nterf er e wi th that subj ect . 
At any r at e , he too admitted that modern hist oriEns of the 
vintages we are interested i n are rare , whereas t here are quite 
a number of promising younger men . One name he dropped was 
Leonhard von Mural t , Professor at z..;1rich . I remember having 
looked at hie book on Machiavell i years ago , and thought it 
was qui te good . He has published other books as well and has 
done s ome work also on Bismarck. Perhaps Alfoldi would know 
more about him, and Hermann Weyl might try t o make hi s acquairut­
ance just in order to get an impress ion , or ask him whether he 
woul d not like to come to Princ rton for a semester . _ Bowra 
mentioned once more the name of C.R. Boxer of London University . 
I thumbed through his book on "Salvador de Sa and the Stru~gle 
for Braz il and Angola , 1602- 1686 11 (Uni v .of London, 1952) , but 
I know too little about the subject to have a judgment . At 
present he has a book in the press on Japan; he seems to know 
the Far- Easter n l anguages quit € well - at any rate , I was told 
it might be good to look into the matter and the man ; Isaiah 
Berlin , whom I met in Rome , knew of h im, but was somewhat vague 
I came across a book by another man of London University , 
H. Hale Bellot , "American Histor y and American Historians . " 
I know nothi ng about bim, but oth~rs might . - You will be 
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intereqted, honever , in the fact that I have betn asked, 
time and again , by. European historians about George Kennan 
and what he wc.s doing , whether I knew him, and so forth . 
At any rate, all historians I met have a Vt rY high opinion 
of him and the phrase of his being an "international figure" 
has been dropped more than once . On the whole , there i s 
nothing new to us , and I can assure vou that bis election 
would not me€t with any "astonishment n on the part of the 
European gui ld of historians . 

Thi s is just a brief information whi~h I s~all be 
glad to supplement after my arrival at home l ~ '"f'f . 3-c) 

.All my best to you and Kitty . 
As ever 

e/Ctt. 
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I 
'BI . APB ICAL D TA, Ge r F. Kennan 

Born: 
P rents: 
Schools 

De eee: 

[Married 

Jllilvauk.ee, Wieconoin, February l '>, 1904 
Kossuth Kent end Florence (James) l.ennen 
St. John ' s Military cademy, Del ield, 1econain 
A •• , rinceton vniversit7, 19~5 

Dipla:na, Berlin Seminary for Oriental Le - e , l 30 
Honorary LL.D,, Tale University. 1950 LL. D., Prm«Eton Univ. 1956 

11 LL. D. , Dartmouth Co l.lege, 1950 
" LL.D. , C:.>l te ni versi ty, 1951 
1
' LL. J). , Uni ersity of Notre ame 1 l?,>3 

~· LL. D. , enTOn C 1lle :e, 1954 
LL.D., The •ev School f'or Social Besearc~ 1QS;5 

Annelise Sor~~' September 13, 1 31; Children: "'acEf"' Jo n Eliaabet. h, 
Christophel(,-Vendy ntoni~] 

'~\'-'- ·V I u 'U fi,d,__ , f '?, 7 

Career: Appointed orei Service Officer, eptember 1, 19- 6j 
Vice Consul, GeneTS1 19.:!7; HWRbur, l ... 7 ; rlin, l 28 ; 'Iallinn 19.:B; 
Th1rd Secreto.ry1 Biga (Kovno Ctnd Tallinn), 1929; 
Language otficer, rl1n, 1929 
Third Secretary, Riga, 1 31; 
Accompenied Ambnaeador Bullitt to Moscow (to re- open ;,merican 

Embassy) , 1 3; 
Consul at Vienna, 1 5j 
Second r.ecretery, M -co , 1935; 
De tment of Stote aeo1 ment, 1937 ; 

econd Secretary, Pl·ehu., 1938; 
c~neul, Prague' 1939; 
~econd Pecretnry, rii , 1939; trot ecr et ary, 1940; 

(inte ned t d nuheim, 19bl; rep triated · n J~ l 42) 
Depar nt f f t ... e , l 42; 
Counselor, L " ebon. i I ; 
Coi.m.eelor , merican e l- atiol'l to th ~ ~roneen Advieor y Com.mi a ion, 

London, 1943; 
in eter-Counnelo~1 .oscov , 19'4 ; 

D puty f'or orei Affeirs, nti~nal ar College, W shin t on, 194 ; 
Director. Policy 'Dlano.1.n.,. Etsi'f : Department of G't::tte, 1947; 
Counselor of tr~ ~plll'"tment of t ate, 1949; 

(on leave-of-a~senee, at the Institute for venced St y, 
'Princeton, 195v} 

~mbasend r to the J. r . ~.R. , li}52; 
Retired f rom the J'ore1 ~ rvice, July ii:~ 1953, 
M m"ier, Inpt_i tute for Adven~ed St:ldy, Pr!.nceton, e ince 1953. 

/.~,r/~, ~4~~ ~r-~~ ,ou<4/k~~r;:;-~ 
Booko: AMh:.BICAN DIPLC»fACY, 1900-1950, University of Chicago press, 1951 

REALI'l'IES AMElUC.All FORBIG POLICY, Princeton nlversity Presa, l'lfl!/ 
DAS AM!RIIAlUSCH Rl...~SLSCJm VEIU!ALTNIS, utscbe Verl Bllgs-Anst lt, 

ftutt art. 1954 
·~~~!f.L!.!1.#l~ l/~~.~~tk~ 
~~/~,/f~r, -~ 
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