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INSTITUTE HISTORY Institute History

SCHOOL OP ECONOMICS AND POLITICS Academic Organization

FULD HALL VS. EXPANSION OP SCHOOL OP ECONOMICS AND POLITICS

The donation of nearly $1,000,000 by the founders in 1936
was used for the expansion of the School of Humanistic Studies.
( Ghe ck e xtent ) . <XL\e S ̂  *- Cs> 6 u. ( ̂  > i o --«- t % ,<

During 1937 in August of which Plexner presented his plans
for expansion of the SEP was there an overt effort by Veblen and
Maass to divert future gift to the building of Fuld Hall? Straps
in the wind: Plexner said he had agreement with the founders on
a memorandum for academic expansion, Maaatx in 1937- Maass
cautioned him in June of 1938 that if the founders had ever given
him any assurance that ikiaxKaixMxkapcpBaa they would add to

endowment for this purpose, "they had evidently forgot it0"
Did not this imply that in the founders' minds contribution for
the building had taken the place of the importance of expanding

SEP?

i

Was the source of hostility between Maass and Plezner
due to a competition in purposes for additional endowment? Was
it this which turned the founders sour?(/K̂ vw->4» ̂  ̂ r5*~-

Since Maass expressed interest in and hope for Plexner 's
plans for extension of the work in economies, was it rather
Veblen who pressed the claims of the building in such a manner
as to distract the founders' intentions, or was it simply that

\ bad times, falling income, and threatened war made them
apprehensive?

Note also that the plan for Institute aid to professors'
building of homes came along at about this time, another
distraction to the minds of the founders perhaps.

However, it is perfectly apparent that something happened
to divide Maass and Plexner late in 1938 or early 1939 before
Maass espoused the cause of the rebellion because the
correspondence with Maass would indicate that close collaboration
between them continued well up into 1938. (Closer than Plexner 's
with Leidesdorf ) .
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X1937-1938

EARLE, E.M. Biographical

FLEXNER, A.

Earle has a relapse, and, as a matter of fact, does/not
come to the Institute until the fall semester of the

academic year 1937-1938.

D, Earle, Edward M., 1936-1939
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9̂37-38

BUILDINGS AND GROUNDS Facilities

AYDELOTTE, P. Biographical

His correspondence regarding architects.

A, 10/18/56, Architects
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/1937-1938

BUILDINGS AND GROUNDS Facilities

See correspondence between Maass and Ayaelotte-,Bldg. (Puld Hall)
Also on Advisory Boards of Architects at Johns Hopkins, Goucher, etc.

A. File I. A. S. (home)
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XL937-14-8

MEMBERS Academic Personnel

SCHOOL OF'ECONOMICS AMD POLITICS Academic Organization

See attached paper for membership in the School of Economics
for the years 1937-19̂ -0.

S Reports-Memoranda, 19̂ -8-9
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MEMBERSHIP 1939-19^4-8

SCHOOL OP ECONOMICS

Period

1937

1939

19UA2

19UA2, 19ii2A3, 191J-3 M,

191AA2, 19^2/j_3, 191; 6

191J.2A3

1910M, 19/AA5, 19/J-5A6

191;!;, 19*;$ A6,

19i;6

-7

19*1-6

, 19i;7A8

Name

H. C. B. Mynors

Sir Henry Clay

Erich Roll

David Duraaad

t,r Braddock Kickman
' : •
Robert D. Leigh

Jonathan Mitchell

Clarence D0 Long, <J

Etienne Mtotoux

Prederich Lutz

Walter B0 Schiffer

Richard Pc Blackmur

C. W. Everett

•^drienne .Koch

Lucius Wilmerding, Jr,

Jo R. N. Stone

Alexander Loveday

E. A. Goldenweiser

Noel Hall

William 0. Aydelotte

Alexanaer Baykov

Norman Sc Buchanan

John C0 Cooper
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194&A7, 1947A8 Jacob Viner

1946A7, 1947A8 Ragnar Nurkse

194&A7. 3-91-1-7A8 John Lindberg

1914-7 Eo P. Penrose

1947 Frank Tannenbaum

19.!4-7 (1 month) David Mitrany

1948 Arnold |e Toynbee

194-8 Richard B. Morris

1947A8 Torquato C 8 Giannini

1948 S. V. Mantrup
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1937-1957

PROFESSORS Academic Personnel

HOUSING Facilities

TRUSTEES Corporation

MERITT, B. P. Biographical

Meritt's taxes are over Bl,000 a year and he and Mrs. Meritt
want to sell house. But real estate agents say recapture
clause runs with deed and power of Trustees to buy back
(at market) eternal until they formally forego it. House
therefore not saleable*

Interview Cherniss June 31, 1957
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MOORS, HUMPHREY

Head of Research Division Bank of England, 1937.

Secretary of Bank of England,

No source necessary
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SCHMP, MICHAEL Biographical

Siiaap was the nephew-in-law of L. Bamberger. Married
Stella Hammersmith, who received $50,000 in Bamberger's will,

Schaap was with Bamberger & Company at one time.

D, Baraberger, Louis, 1937-19i|4
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^937404-

FOUNDERS Corporation

FRIEDEIMALD, HARRY Biographical

Priedenwald' s mother was the daughter of Isaac Barriberger
and Babette who migrated from Bavaria in l81|-7. Ellean Bamberger
was one of if children of Babette by former marriage.

D Pile, Bamberger L., 1937-lUi-
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VJ.O.Aydclotte
Baykov WWS
Blackmur W¥3
Buchanan WWS
Qooper WWS
G-oldenwesier
Ho el Hall WWR?
Long WWR
Loveday WWR &WWS
Lutz NBER
Schlffer WWS
Stone
Stone
"ilwerding WWS

means largely Rockefeller -f'dtn -projects, but not always.
Consult texts.

i.cu se '^yi'^-B
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1937-5

EMIGRES Academic Personnel

Reports to foreign members of IAS.

File D Annual Census of Foreign Students in U.S.
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/1937

EINSTEIN, A. Biographical

An excerpt from an article in The Cooperative Engineer by
Clifford Pruefe^r on the Institute at Fine Hall.

Pruefgr says Einstein's name was omitted from the Directory at the
entrance to Fine Hall. Einstein and Dr. Walter Mayj^r of Berlin, Bins tein1 s/L
assistant and collaborator of the last three years of his work in Berlin,
would arrive each morning at the off ice at 10:30, close the doors, and

.seclude themselves for the rest of the day, except that they K&K±cia:±i$:
cordially welcomed students who came to consult them. (Page 11).

"Dr. Einsteia has appeared in public only three times since he
arrived, and they w ere to attend a series of lectures by the Belgian
scientist, Abb'e LeMaitre who recently gained attention by reason of his
spectacular views on the expansion of the universe. These lectures were on
Eddington's theory of the interaction of electric charges, a verj obscure
piece of work. Dr. Einstein in a sweater was seated in the front fasozt
row with Professors Veblen, weyl, and von Neumann, all of the Institute,
and together they made an imposing lineup. During the course of the
lecture, these celebrities plied the lecturerwith questions, and the
differences of opinion they voiced, coupled with frank acknowledgment of
their inability to understand Eddington's drift, proved to b e both
_ / entertaining and reassuring to the audience." (page 23)
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1937

WEYL, H .RMA.M Biographical

?R1TZ

Weyl a.ssisted Fritz Noether's son, , in an endeavor to
trace the fate of the father of Emmy and , who had. taken
refuge in Russia at the tine of the Nazi discrimination against Jews,

and who, it was known, had been arrested a± while at the iieseaida Institute
for Mathematics and Mechanics in Tonsk, Siberia, during the purge of 1937*
HIS two sons, Emmy's nephews, were forced to leave Soviet Russia at the
time. "practically nothing of Frifcz Noether's fate is known after his
arrest late in 1937 ° '̂ he only news came from a physicist who also was
arrested in Russia about that time, and ads&f. happened to share a prison
cell with Fritz in the Butyrka Prison in Moscow in December, 1939. Fritz
had. been sentenced to 2> years iriprison on some silly confession of
espionage to which he had been forced under torture. The supposition is
that the Russian government turned. No ether over to the Gestapo along with
many of the German refugees who had fled Germany in 1933̂  > ana the
presumption is that the Gestapo liquidated Noether as it did many of the
others0 Although an advertisement was inserted in the British magazine,
Nature , no response apparently was ever heard."

Correspondence, Hermann Weyl files
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1937 •/

LI ffiAR Y

SCHOOL OF ECONOMICS & POLITICS

- Fac Hit ie s

Academic Organization

See file 11-18 for correspondence between Professor Richard Ely, Instititue for Economic
Research, Inc., 5£l Fifth Avenue, New York City who seeks to sell his library to the
Institute for Advanced Study in order that he may finance the completion of four works
or books which he has in process. A tear-jerker about -which Flexner stk could do nothing,
The last wor.0. in the file is a note from Riefler to the effect that it is more important
and possibly less expensive to see that Professor Ely is given an opportunity to finish
his work i»a*ber than to purchase his library. Riefler doubts that the library is useful
at the present time.

File 11-18
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1/6

Facilities

Biographical

•si

BUILDINGS AND GROUNDS

PEEXEER, Aa

X

VEBLEN, 00 % '̂
vV ^

RIEFLER, W. (vW*

RERl'lT ^ >f "

^K^Veblen has evidently! taken up the question of -«Hp4«*g
fOlden Manor ana Olden Farm, and Flexner is against it,

AJ because with filing Interest^rates ther^e is doubt there
;wlll be money • next year for Dl_rac or a Greek schalar whom *»>
:Meritt would like to bring over for his Agara work. Such/
i being thc/case, the Olden Farm, the Olaen Manor and
land'scaping were out of the question. It is a long letter.
He says that Housing for the Faculty' ana the closing of the
golf course transaction are the big things to be concentrated
Upon. Le t ' sge t them finished so that Riefler ana his
associates may at once be isaable to get homes for themselves
ana quit thinking and speculating on the subject, for it
really does not interest them. He suggests renting additional

rl '' , v>

• —
space In 20 iMassau Street, and thus, "Get our minds scTfull
of the purpose for wnich we exist, that we will all become
relatively indifferent to buildings ana grounds."

"It is, I think, quite clear that these tnings dwellen ( ? )
muc|i less largely in your mind than they do in mine or
Riefler 's or Merittfe, for we are strangers to them, but I
fear -enemas I fear the plague for these young men bursting
with ideas and alive to opportunities who fina themselves
distracted by things in which they are not interested,
though insofar as the housing is concerned, they have got to
take a minimum amount of their time to settle tneir problems
in a brief perloa once ana for all as you settled yours many
years ago."'1

He sends copies to Riafler and Meritt
getting committed on the real estate thing

He worries about

We have already spe nt. on/Alexander
Street three times the amount ,expected <, If we start on
Battle Road, landscaping, and, Olden Farm, then we may have to
"cut the, mathematics budget seriously.
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-X1937 1/11
1/12

SCHOOL OF HUMANISTIC STUDIES Academic Organization

DQWHEY, R. S. E. Biographical

DODDS, H. ¥.

Dodds to Flexner, January 11, 1937*

"Professor Prentice has asked that his assistant,
R. S. E. Downey, be given the formal title of Curator of the /
Eipgraphical Museum to succeed Prentifie who is not; serving in 'J w

that capacity,, As I understand it Downey is living on a grant
from you which is a grant-in-aid rather than payment of salary.
For this reason I do not consider that to give him this title
would infringe upon our policy of separate pay-rolls, but of
course I do not want to act unless you are in thorough agreement,11

Bailey to Dodcis, January 12, 1937.

Flexner approves and assures Dodds the Institute will continue
Downey's grant-in-aid for the rest of the year, 1936-37 0

D, Dodds, Harold
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9̂37
1/16
3/8

NEW YORK UNIVERSITY

SCHOOL OP HUMANISTIC STUDIES

HERZFELD

EMIGRES

Relations WOAI

Academic Organization

Biographic al

Academic Personnel

¥. W. S. Cook (New York University) to Flexner. 1936-1937
New York University contributes 02,000 to Herzfeld's salary.
Emergency Committee in Aid of Displaced German Scholars 02,000,
I. A. S. 02,000.

Cook assumes I. A. S. takes Herzfeld over 1937-1938, but
will sBEtd Herzfeld 01,000 for travel expenses for year to continue
seminars in New York University. Encomium Eerzfelf Plexner to
Duggan: assents: to Cook also.

D, Herzfeld
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1937 1/18

ARCHEOLOGY

MERITT, B. D.

WADE-BEEY

PLEXNSR, A.

Academic Activities

Biographical

Merit t asked Plexner to invite Wade-G-ery as Visiting
Professor at $6,000 for the year 1937-38. This was to assist
Merit t in publishing important ep%igraphical documents from the
5th century of Athenfe--the Athenian tribute -quota lists.
Allen B, West had been collaborating with Merit t, he was
Professor of History at the "University of Cincinnati but had
died. ¥ade-Gery was Professor at Wadham College, Oxford. The
arrangement was made*

D, ¥ade-Gery, Prof. Ho T., 1956-57
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1/22

CARNEGIE CORPORATION

PRINCETON UNIVERSITY

FIEXNER, A.

, F. P.

Academic Organization

Relations WOAI

Biographical

Flexner to Keppel, January 22, 1937*

His letter is general, presumably responsive to Keppel 's
of December 7» but asking quite spontaneously ana suddenly
for something which had. not been foreseen at the time he
had written originally for t he £25iOOO for three years; ->,l
namely, $10,000 for Professor WaS'e-Grery of Oxford to come to
Princeton during the next academic year. In a sense this
seems to cut the ground out from under the request which he
made. He assures Keppel that this is acceptable to Dodds.

D Pile, Carnegie Corporation, 1932-1939
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/L937 1/25

GEHERAL Pinaneei

Assets of the corporation as of December 31» 1936, were
08,350,985.03.

Trustees' Minutes, 1/25/37, p. 9-10
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1̂937

CARNEGIE FOUNDATION

AMERICAN PHILOLOGICAL ASSOCIATION

SCHOOL OP HUMANISTIC STUDIES

POLICIES

LOWE, E. A.

MERITT, B. D.

Foundations

Academic Orginization

Administration

Biographical

The Director says Carnegie Institution has expressed
desire to contribute annually to Lowe's work, and the American
Philological Association toward Meritt's work, but we must
to Some extent rely Upon our own efforts. ^ts-ir-inrfariyTrfetearine
He suggests taking action, the total involved on salaries
annually is 09,000 for the balance of the year Si|.,500» The
Board raised the salaries of Riefl er and Meritt to 015,000

\effective February 1, 1937. Xstfesus

"Rigid adherence to the full-time plan was unanimously endorsed. "
Trustees' Minutes, 1/2^ 37, p. 9
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"1937 1/25

BUILDINGS AND GROUNDS Facilities

$1,000 was appropriated to be administered under the
direction of Veblen and Riefler and used for reforestation and
transplantation of trees on the Institute property.

^• If - -w - "-" • -*> 1 R

Trustees' Minutes, 1/25/37, p. Iff 10
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/1937 1/25
I/ - .

BUILDINGS AND G ROUNDS Facilities

PRINCETON Relations WO£E

DODDS, HAROLD Biographical

FLEXNER, A.

Negotiations with Princeton regarding transfer of a
portion ©f the Gol|t Course in exchange for the remodeling
or moving of the Golf Club House have been entirely completed,
said Flexner, After the meeting of the Trustee^ Dodds notified
Flexner that final action had been taken on the basis of several
committee meetings and a report of the advisory architect
who also approved. ttThis is the first time that the University
has alienated any of the land which is has acquired for its
use and protection,"

Trustees* Minutes, January 25, 1937, pp. 1-2
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/1937 1/25

SCHOOL OP MATHEMATICS Academic Organization

VON NEUMANN, JOHN Biographical

Von Neumann has been invited by Souneil of the American
Mathematical Society to deliver the Colloquium Lectures at the
annual meeting of the Society inSeptember— the third successive
year in which von Neumann has been invited by a learned body
to present the results of his recent studies.

Trustees' Minutes, 1/25/3$, p. ij.
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937

SCHOOL OP ECONOMICS AND POLITICS Academic Organization

NORMAN, MONTAGU C. (The Right Honorable, Biographical
Bank of England^

MYNORS, H. C. B.

Mynor has discussed with Riefler sending someone from
the Bank of England to the Institute on problems of inter-
national finance. Originally he was going tosend Henry Clay, but
couldn»t spare him. Mynors is coming. Plexner says
unprecedented in the world, the first time "that a gidtk high
official from the Bank of England has come to an American
institution of learning for the purpose of a prolonged study
©f international financial problems}*1 although there has been
conference between government heads of fiscal agenciesi
Riefler has been asked and accepted position of American
representative on the Finance Committee of the League of
Nati ons.

Trustees: ' Minutes, January 25, 1937» P* 3
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937

SCHOOL OP HUMANISTIC STUDIES Academic Organization

HERZPELD Biographical

COOK, WALTER W. (Chairman of the
Pine Arts Graduate Center in
Few York University)

"Herzfeld has more than exceeded all expectations. He
is not only the greatest scholar alive today in his field,
but has such a charming personality and is such a thorough

gentleman that he tf has won the admiration and respect of all
whojkave .taken his course." /

"It will interest you to know that Mr. Winloek, Director
of the Metropolitan Museum, asked two of his curators in the
Egyptian Department to attend Dr. Herzfeld's lectures at the
Museum, and they have reported to me that ±at it is the first
time in their experience that anyone has with authority discussed
the ancient art of the Hear East,B

(This was from a letter from Cook regarding a few lectures
Herzfeld gave at Metropolitan Museum of Art in New York)
Trustees' Minutes, l/^37> p« k
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/L937 1/25

HOUSING Facilities

The Board decided to encourage members of the staff to
build their own homes, and accepted Riefler'g plan involving
the sale by the Institute bf land owned by it not ess ential
for its own requirements.) The plan proposed that in addition

to selling the ground, the Institute advance the cost fofe the
construction of the home upon receipt of the bond of the
owner secured by a first mortgage upon the land and dwelling
at ij. Sax per cent per annum, monthly amortization payments
which would retire the mortgage at the end of twenty-five
years, to be supported by life insurance policy on the life of
the staff member equivalent to the mortgage. Monthly deductions
for the interest on the mortgage, the amortization,taxes on
the property, fire insurance premiums and the premiums on the
life insurance policy. The houses to b e built according to
plans developed by eadh owner with architects, and by a builder
selected by the owner.

If the owner severed connection with the Institute before
the mortgage was paid off , he would remain lieble on the bond
and if he died during the interval, the insurance policy would
be sufficient to pay off any balance due.
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Maass commented that this was a good plan which would
bring in as good a return as any other investment the
Institute had.

Hardin supported the planw ith the statement that
something similar had been undertaken at Princeton and had
worked out satisfactorily. The plan was approved.

Trustees' Minutes, 1/25/37, pp. 10-11
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/1937 1/25

STANFORD UNIVERSITY Educational Institutions

f 1Professor Hat Harolw of Stanford University has
vitled Flexner, and conferred about the Institute. Since that
time he wrote a letter dated December 30, 193&. After reading
the Bulletins, he pronounced the Institute as a distinguished
service to higher education, and he expects to see the Institute
become the most powerful force for advanced s tud^in the worldo
"American higher education gives you and the Institute its
endorsement and wishes you well*11

_j^s^r -"
- \- i

Trustees' Minutes, January 25, 1937, P«
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J-937 1/25

SCHOOL OP HUMANISTIC STUDIES Academic Organization

CAMPBELL, ¥. A. Biographical

Plexner says at the Board Meeting held January 2^, 193y,
Campbell's appointment as professor in the School of Humanistic
Studies for an indefinite period was authorized. Since the
appointment was made, the archeological work in which Campbell

was ±SL engaged had been put upon a six-year basis. After conference
with Campbell, it has been agreed with him that his appointment
with the Institute shall be upon the same basis. 1'he Board
approved. The Board rescinded its resolution of January 27, 1936,
and appointed Campbell as a field areheologist devoting half
of each year for a six-year period beginning July 1, 1937*
to field work and research connected with the Princeton
Expedition for the excavation of Antioch-on-theGrontes at
$3>000 a year, half his present salary0 VWS*^<A \

Trustees' Minutes, 1/25/37, p0 13
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^937 1/25

SCHOOL OP MATHEMATICS Academic Organization

GEHERAL Publications

The five-year sustaining membership of the Institute
in the American Mathematical Society at $200 a year had raan
out. It was authorized for five years more at |200 annually.

Trustees' Minutes, 1/25/37, p» 12
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FOUNDERS Corporation

BUILDINGS AND GROUNDS Facilities

HOUSING

FLEXNER, A. Biographical

Flexner t o founders January 26, 1937«>

Just before they take off for Arizona, Flexner writes this.

"While I am hoping that we shall meet in Arizona I want
to express to you both how deeply I am gratified byt he
action that was taken at the meeting yesterday and how

\l I am to you both for having made it possible for me
to realize at this time of life an institution which, as
Professor Veblen rightly said, is unique in this country and
perhaps in the whole world*

"You will also be happy to know that I have had confidential
y ] talks with a few people this morning regarding the action

taken in reference to the housing situation, and their minds

are enormously relieved by the fact that the problem has been
solved in a feasible manner... I am sure that the administration
of the Institute will in no wise be complicated and that on tfee
contrary we shall have added to the happiness of our professors
in disposing of the land which is actually useless to us as
far as academic purposes are eoncernedo"

ftAlu-JW"""? Sxx.

b ) -

SY>

D, Bamberger, Louis, l937-19i|i|.
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BUILDINGS FAND GROUNDS Facilities

MEMBERS Academic Personnel

Flexner to Maass :

"I showed Rî gter the report you made at the recent meeting as Chairman of the
Committee on Buildings and Grounds to the Board of Trustees. He made one or two slight
alterations. We cannot complete the minutes until you have passed judgment on these
emendations. My own recollection was that Riefler's memorandum provided for amortization
at the end of a period of twenty-five years.

"The sentence on page 2 marked '0' depends in part on the amount which the Institute
charges for the ground, and I therefore suggest its omission at the present moment, for I
mean while in Phoenix to suggest to Mr. Bamberger more liberal terms for the small number
of men involved. In Riefler's opinion, the charge of $5»000 for the lot plus the cost of
the house would constitute a heavy monthly burden, and I cannot insist too strongly that,
if we are to keep this gcoup of younger men together - and upon them the future of the
Institute depends more than it does upon the older men, we must exert ourselves to the
uttermost to make positions in the Institute financially attractive to them..."

Source: IAS Trustees - Maass, Herbert H.
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SCHOOL OP MATHEMATICS Academic Organization

BIRKHOPP, GEORGE Biographical

FIEXiMErt, A.

Plexner to Keppel, February ij. , 1937 •

Birkhoff wrote an elaborate paper which he finished
"two or three weeks ago," and before kakingjciua undertaking to
.publish it, he brought it down to Princeton and read it to

> the assembled mathematical group for criticism ana discussion
which occurred over two days' period. He went back to
re-write it.

Flexner also tells Keppel Sir Otto Niemeyer, Hea4-e£
aftel-gtatiB&iQB Director of the Bank of England

is arranging a meeting of the head of Economics ana Statistics
Section to study with Riefier three months,,

On February 3, 19|J7» Keppel informs Flexner the Executive
Committee has appropriated $b,000 for ¥ade-Gery0 There seems tobe no

D Pile, Carnegie Corporation, 1932-19391 further reference in file to
flTh'e request "for 025,000 for eschof 3 years.

Beatrice Stern research files, Chronological Files, Box 2, 1937 
From the Shelby White and Leon Levy Archives Center, Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, NJ, USA



/L937

SCHOOL OF MATHEMATICS

PRINCETON UNIVERSITY

PUBLICATIONS GENERAL

2/8

Academic Organization

Relations ¥OAI

Publications

See for outline of new math series in which I. A. S. and
School of Mathematics collaborated.

V-7
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HOUSING Facilities

POLICY Administration

POUNDERS Corporation

FIEXNER, A. Biographical

Plexner to Leidesdorf, February 12, 1937*

He has conferred with Mr. Louis Bamberger in Arizona where they are
both sojourning, andjhave come to an agreement about Faculty housing.
"Our object is to help these [younger] men to acquire homes without
imposing on them too heavy a financial burden, and at the same time
protecting the Institute's investment. It is clear that if the lots are
disposed of to them on a strictly commercial basis, the financial .burden
will destroy our purpose. We concur, therefore, with you in suggesting
that the lots-be disposed of more cheaply, say at 01,000 or $1500 apiece.

The houses should be built at a cost as close to £20,000 as possible.
The other provisions that Riefler suggested in his memorandum as regards
Interest, amortization, insurance, fire and life, taxes, and so forth are

acceptable. In tiiis way the men who take advantage of the offer will
have their own homes which they will own, ana the whole transaction will
oe of a strictly businesslike character. Mr. Bamberger is most solicitous

should be nothing in the arrangement which can now or in the
future permit anyone to feel that the Institute is taking advantage of
the professors..."

D File, Flexner, Abraham
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PRIM]ETON UNIVERSITY

BUILDINGS AND GROUNDS

DODDS, HAROLD W.

Relations WOAI

Facilities

Biographical

Dodds xo Flexner, February 1?, 1937.

His Trustees have approved the recommendations of the
Committee on Grounds and Buildings and the Finance Committee
for the transfer to I. A. S. by the University £SK a plot
of ground on the north side of the golf course fronting on
the Graduate College road, the particular piece to be used
as a site for a building to be erected by the Institute at
some time in the future, the design of the new building to
be submitted to the University for its approval, ana the
Institute to provide the necessary funds for the erection of
a new golfi club house0

He says this general approval was at the moment all that
was possible, and he suggests limitations and specifications
in the understanding to be undertaken in the f uture0

D File, Dodds, Harold w,
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HOUSING Facilities

RIEPLER, W. Biographical

BAILEY, ESTER S0

A letter from Bailey to -f'lexner (still in Arizona) after receiving
a telephone call from Flexner. She checks with Leidesdorf, and talks to
his secretary, finding out that the plan for housing suggested in Flexner's
memorandum to Leidesdorf ,of February IẐ Ĵĵ sjuaê

was satisfactory, Leidesdorf said that it was,
and had already talked w t h Riefler about it. Then Mrs. Bailey talked
to Riefler who said "that he was in a peculiar position being a trustee
and a professor." H© thought it was generous of the founders to make
the price nominal, and that being a tmistee it was "like making a gift
to himself and he did not feel that he should approve, but that of course
it was splendid that he could go forward with the building plans „ I am
not sure that I make his delicacy of feeling clear."

D File, Flexner, Abraham
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POUNDERS Corporation

EINSTEIN, A. Biographical

FEEXNKR, A.

Flexner to Bamberger, Marcy I)., 1937J founders are in
Arizona.

MThe men are all well, ttie one BJS exception being that
the other night Professor Einstein was walking in his room in
the dark and stubbed his big toe, with the result that he
was quite 1 ame for a day or two. I went to see him and asked
him why he didn't switch on the light and put on a pair of
slippers, and he said, 'Oh, I never thought of that.1 Then
I asked, 'Has this thing happened to you before?' and he
said, 'Yes, five or six times, and I always have to have
an X-ray taken to be sure no bones are brokenc' I told him
I thought it really would be cheaper to turn on the light,
and he laughedo"

D, Bamberger, Louis, 1937-19l|4
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1937 .-3/18

BUDGET finance
SCHOOL OF MATHEMATICS Academic Organization
HOLDANE Biographical

Flexner to Veblen:

Flexner writes that the budget for next year, 1938, is approximately 0300*000 and
that the budget for the School of Mathematics, omitting entirely Dirac and Bohr, is
$1̂ 3 , 020 which is about one-half of the total income of the Institute. He feels that

\t is necessary to allow this amount for mathematics but that the sum should not be
'increased if there is to be any development in the other two schools.

Haldane (?) has been invited for two terms at a salary of $2500 a term with the
Institute and Princeton University each paying half the salary. jSkBXHBCE 'Veblen has
suggested this sum to Cornpton and Flexner feels that it should not be charged to the
general budget, *futhe latter being a point which, as far as I can remember, %«ras not

: previoxisly raised*1, but either to the $30,000 set aside for stipends, or from the amount
previously allocated in reserve for Dirac.. He is trying to get money from another
source'̂ for Dirac and Bohr. Flexner says the mathematicians should arrange the Haldane

I matter in the way that seems to them best, but that the mathematical budget cannot be
; increased.

File IV -20
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PRINCETON UNIVERSITY Relations WQAI

HERZPEED Biographical

MOREY

Flexner to Morey.

Herzfeld feels he can't lecture at Princeton next year.
Has 1 day a week in New York; his own researches and writing;
weekly conference with 5 or 6 men at McCormick. Accepted gracefully
by Morey. No possible doubt about cooperative spirit.

D, Morey, C. R.
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March 23-May 1

ARCHEOLOGY Academic Activities

GOLDMAN, HETTY Biographical

MEMBERS Publications

See Miss Goldman's report on the Excavations at Gttzltl Kule, Tarsus,
March 23,-May 1.

D Pile, Goldman, Hetty, 1936-Ijlj.
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1938 --3/30

BUDGET Financial

POLICIES Administrative

Flexner writes to Veblen that he has spent several days in New Tork and Newartt
•discussing the financial situations. "In view of dthe steady decline in the income from

\securities and the inevitable indefiniteness regarding the amount that will be required
ito build Fold fHall, I am under the necessity of recommending to the Budget Committee...
ja budget from which every possible item has been excised though nothing, I believe, that
(will really impair the quality or extent of the opportunities we offer next year.." He
suggests the excision of the sum of $1,000 for occasional lecturers, and that no commit-

"ments be made to the stipend budget before the Jan. meeting of the Board, "...nothing
will come out of our current income towards the payment for the new building, but

: indirectly we are nevertheless affected by what may prove to be a considerable non-produc-
5tive investment.11 He said he will ask each school to incur no expense not authorized
by his office, and that no lapses in appointments for the next year should be filled.

File IV-20
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1937

PRINCETON UNIVERSITY

MEMBERS

DODDS, HAHOLU W.

Flexner, a.

V20

Relations WOAI

Academic Personnel

Biographic al

Dodds to Flexner, April $, 1937. ^ s

Giving his approval to a proposal "that you make it
possible" for Professor George Rowley to -take a leave of ly<L

v^«° absence for the second terra of 1937-38> and also the request
of the Department of Art and. Archaeology for a grant to

•vo o « cover the expenses of professor George Forsyth for one-half
year to be devoted to reacch also meets wittT my approval." ->

"In so informing you I know you understand, of course,
that I am not undertaking to substitute my judgment for yours,,
I merely desire to tell you that the University administrative
channels are clear should you see fit to act affirmatively
regarding the above matterso"

On April 20, 1937, Flexner to Dodds.

It is the judgment of the men in the School of Humanistic
Studies that they would like to offer Professor George Rowley
a stipend of $2,500 for the second term of 1937-1938 and to
Dr. Glanville Downey and professor Richard Stillwell stipends
of £i,f>00 and 02,000 respectively, for the year 1937-1938.

Flexner says if this meets with Dodds1 approval, Dodds
should take the necessary steps to inform the E&&X&II recipients 0

"While we are doing this sort of thing with other institutions,
it naturally gives us keener pleasure to cooperate with Princeton
than anywhere else because we are firmly convinced that whatever
strengthens the scholars of one institution strengthens both
of us

Dodds thanks Flexner on April 21 for the action,,

"V

J

D File, Dodds, Harold ¥,
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DIRECTOR Administration

AYDELOTTE, P. Biqg raphioaL

PIEXNER, A.

Flexner t© Aydelotte, April 6, 1937.

Asks him to get to Princeton an hour ahead of the
meeting on April 19th, so that "you and I may have a talk
about matters connected with the Institute, which vrill $&
snot, however, come before the meeting. I want to" keep you
posted as to developments in r̂ apecĵ t p the subject which we
'have discussed between ourselves f rom Time ̂ to time. M
(Aydelotte's succession) o

•Ls*£ î V̂ Â . L

Pile 1-7
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BENEFITS Academic Personnel

EINSTEIN, A . Biographical

FLEXNER, A.

MAYER, WALTHER

Einstein to Flexner, April 11, 1937.

^I have learned verbally that payment to /vv^J
'B&pgmaen will be changed next year- to a stipend. I learned " '<14
the same from the agenda-list (?) for the meeting of the (^^ ~'**(f
professors to be held April 12.

I should like to make a remark about this. It is right
that I have no claim to choose an assistant according to my own
consideration, because with my own appointment to the
Institute Professor Mayer through my own urging secured a
permanent appointment on the assumption that yt he would be

>my assistant in my issckEx work. This cooperation has
unfortunately not been maintained, through no fault of my own.

But the character of my work is such that riot without
losing time can my co-worker be changed often. It would be
in the interests of my progress in work, and therefore in the
interest of the Institute, were the choice of my assistant
lef t to my discretion, just as it is in the case of the
other colleagues.

I should like to confer with you on this soon, as a
result of̂ jwhjLch I would like you to allow me my o wn~ ~ ~^
I cannot say nBw~Tiow~"¥o~or§viate" f rom" thi"s~^Tne~^o~that a situation
will not arise again which will unsettle my work...

I would hope that you would ask the Trustees to allow
me an assistant of ray own choice with established capacity,
so that the stability of my mfcE work will be assured and a
needless loss of time will be avoided.

Flexner to Einstein, April 12, 1937.

You have complete freedom to choose your assistant
without consent of your associates or my consent. Simply t ell
Mrs. Bailey who and she will send notice.
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Mayer's case is entirely separate...

Eleven days after this Mayer applied for T. I. A. A.
deferred annuityj

D, Einstein, A., 193̂ -44
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BULGET *! ^ il - % W-W<> - v W«"S yvU-t^ Finance
* ,- . V..JII i VI Academic Personnel

\L OF MATHEMATICS fu-yvvu - M ^ Academic Organization

Flexner to Veblem ^ /. ̂-4 VJK^ *̂ kjvw-*.4 /̂ /Js»u.v. CLJU x̂UM̂ v KjM (-fc

"In reference to our êfepholne"" conversation this morning I should like to suggest
that, if I were in the place of the mathematical group, I should, not allow myself before
the end of the year to be caught, as the group is caught, by reason of the fact that
Professor Weyl has recently discovered a promising candidate for a stipend in the person
of a Japanese mathematician. I should set aside a sum of $+,000 XE or 05,000 which I
would riot touch until, let us say, May 1 or some other arbitrary date, and thus be
enabled to take advantage of a surprise candidate like the Japanese mathematician in
question.

tsl do not believe that the B^rgmann case is the real obstacle since in the matter
of Bergmann we are doing) -precisely what we did for Alexander in a similar manner
concerning Zippin a few years ago. >

"The budget of the Institute is in a different position. It is made up by Kr.s
Bailey, Mr. Leidesdorf, and myself a good many weeks in advance of the annual meeting
held about the.middle of April. It would seem to me a pity to make any one select an

assistant, if he has not found the person, prior to that date. I see no reaspn why, if

one of the mathematicans finds among those receiving stipends someone whom he would like.J
as his assistant, he should not be allowed to have him, no matter if this decision is jF
postponed as late ..... as.,0ctober._l or later. ¥e have had irregularities of this kind to
manage previously, and there has never been any difficulty about it, but, if I were in
your place, I should do iriS<j the fund for stipends precisely what I do in the general f
income of the Institute. I simply will not 'spend it all on the theory (first) that it
will do no\m if a certain amount of money is returned to the treasury unspent and
(second) I am in position to take care of a genuine surprise if anything of the first
magnitude presents itself in the course of the following year. In other words, don't
allocate jnoney to the last dollar 3^®t. because, .you. have it."

. . . . . ' ' " "

« o t^i î

l

File IV-20
Î TT sf- Od-"V<iV'..'»-«™, ONS»" MNA^^vOL- ' •)\
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PRINCETON UNIVERSITY

LIAISON COMMITTEE

HARDIN, JOHN R.

Relations WQAI

<y Yf * r*

Biographical

Flexner to Hardin, April 12, 1937.

I am sorry to say that a considerable number of the
gentlemen who form the Liaison Committee will be unable to
meetia in Princeton for dinner on Friday, April 23. Plexner
has had a conference with President Bodds, and they agreed
regretfully to postpone it until the end of October.

JRH Correspondence from January, 1937 to December, 1939
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SCHOOL OP MATHEMATICS

ASSISTANTS

ROSEN

MAYER

PIEXNER, A.

Ac ad era! c Organization

Academic Personnel

Biographical

In confirmation of what Flexner had told Einstein by
telephone: "You have the choice of your assistant absolutely
In your own hands and... you are perfectly free to take on
someone who has already been granted a stipend or a complete
outsider, If you please, and in the choiee of your assistant
you have thus complete freedom. You do not need ...... the ....consent
of your associates or ,.̂f my consant. ............ IT ..... you would simply let
me'~¥now"'whom you wish, Mrs. Bailey will send. a formal letter
so that the person in question und erst and s/fifii: relationship
to you. In previous years you have selected Rosen who (Us**-
also held a stipend, and he was made your assistant. l ^

"Professor Mayer's case is entirely separate and it has
no hearing whatspe.Vjer on anything you may wish to do in the future."
D f RinsTJexii, 193"- -till
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^GENERAL (Bryn Mawr) Relations WOAI

PLEXNER, BERNARD Biographical

PARK, MARION (PRESIDENT OP BRYN MAWR)

PANOFSKY, IRWIN

Park to Plexner, April 16, 1937-

Informs him that Bernard Plexner suggested inviting Panofsky or
Herzfeld of the I. A. S. to deliver a series of the Mary Plexner Lectures
in October and November, 1937. She and Panofsky have arranged a series
of 6 lectures ana asks Plexner's permission.

Plexner to Park, April 17, 1937*

Assents to the arrangement. Asks President Park If it is true that
Bryn Mawr College is prepared to furnish 02500 a year for a three-year

period to complete Missfc-oldman1 s excavations at Tarsus0 Goldman hopes to
complete the excavation and write it up within four years, and will
require 012,000 a year for the first two years and 06,000 for the third s£
and fourth years. Plexner asks 02^00 for the first two years each and \0 for each of the third and fourth

,s

111-27
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SCHOOL OP HUMANISTIC STUDIES Academic Organization

HERZFELD Biographical

The Emergency Committee in Aid of Displaced German
Scholars will continue its contribution of $2,000 towards the
salary of Herzfeld during the year if 1937-8, but the
contribution will caase in June, 193^, when the amratnafcint amount
will have to be assumed by the Institute.

Trustees Minutes, 4/19/37, p« 7
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GENERAL Finance

GEST ORIENTAL LIBRARY Facilities

LOWE, E. A. Biographical

HERZFELD

Flexner is looking for space for the books of Lowe and
Herzfeld '5m. the Gest Oriental Library, and is having
difficulty finding it.

The University is assisting*

Trustees Minutes, 4/19/37* p» 8
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SCHOOL OF EffiHHffiDSX HUMANISTIC STUDIES Academic Organisation

ARCHEOLOGY Academic Activities

GIFTS Finance

GOLDMAN, HETTY Biographical

An un-named graduate of Colombia fi and of the University of
Heidelberg, has offered to underwrite Miss Goldman's work for
the next four years at qbout $50,000 j£fi exact sum to be
determined later. Flexner opines that this man might be a
friend of the Institute, and he has mosey to leave it.

As to other possible gifts he says that patience is reauired
because of the histoiy of the institute is a brief one. lf¥E

have only to live up to our ideals and trust to the
thoughtful approbation of those who are interested in basie
scholarship and research."

Trustees Minutes, 4/19/36, pp. 5-6

Beatrice Stern research files, Chronological Files, Box 2, 1937 
From the Shelby White and Leon Levy Archives Center, Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, NJ, USA



937 1/19

SCHOOL OP HUMANISTIC STODIES Academic Organization

PANOFSKY, ERWIN Biographical

Panofsky will give six lectures at Bryn Mawr College
in the early autumn to be published by the Oxford University
Press dealing with secular iconography of the Renaissance*

Trustees » Minutes, i}/19/37, P» 7
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HARD IN, JOHN R. Bbgraphical

Hardin apologizes for his absence at the Trustees'
meeting April 19, 1937» his first absence since the
organization of the Institute.

JRH Correspondance from January, 1937 to December, 1939
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SCHOOL OP MATHEMATICS Academic Organization

A recent two -day/ conference has been held at the
University of Fotre Dame. Of the 15 names appearing on the
program, 8 came from Princeton, either from the University or
from the Institute. .Morse directed the discussion at one of
the four sessions.

Veblen has been invited to conduct a seminar on the
Theory of Spinors at the University of Washington in the first
term of the summer quarter under the Walker Ames Professorship
of Mathematics.

Weyl will lecture at the Technische Hochschule in
Zflrlch during the summer term.

Trustees' Minutes, 4/19/37* PP» 6-7
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MEMBERS Academic Personnel

"There are workers or members from China, Poland, Germany,
Czechoslovakia, Norway, Italy, Holland, Belgium, France,
Spain, England, and from universities situated in the following
states: Washington, California, Louisiana, Illinois,
Michigan, Indiana, Ohio, New York, New Jersey, Pennsylvania,
Maryland, North Carolina, Massachusetts, and Connecticut,
making a total of fifty-eight members,11

Most of them hold good or important academic positions
and are studying in Princeton on leave of absence. A few
have held modest posts which they have surrendered to come
to Princeton. For the coming year, men who have worked at
the Institute have already accepted posts at Yale, Cornell,
University of North Carolina, and M. I. T.

He cites a letter from an associate professor /£ of Latin
in New York as&ng if Professor Lowe, the great paleographist,
intends tohold a seminar. If he does, will the professor be
able to attend it. "I know that I am not the only one to
cherish the hope that Dr. Lowe will be able to offer a seminar.'

Trustees' Minutes, k/19/37> PpJf-5
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GENERAL Finance

POLICIES Administration

PRINCETON UNIVERSITY Relations ¥OAI

Director's report, page 2 & 3 of the Minutes.

Flexner reports every step he has taken has been after
wide consultation with the Trustees or their Committees,
Faculty, President Dodds, Dean Eisenhart, and their associates,
He feels ±K±iKgc fairly satisfied that the results are
substantially correct as the Institutip closes its fourth
active year. The Institute has been fortunately free of many
expenses which other institutions have been unable to avoid,
partly because "of fee attitude and resources of Princeton
University, and partly because of the simplicity of the task
which the Institute has undertaken."

Trustees' Meeting, 1 /̂19/37, PP. 2-3

Beatrice Stern research files, Chronological Files, Box 2, 1937 
From the Shelby White and Leon Levy Archives Center, Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, NJ, USA



1937

SCHOOL OP MATHEMATICS Aeademic Organization

SCHOOL OP HUMANISTIC STUDIES

SCHOOL OP ECONOMICS AMD POLITICS

PIEXKER, A. Biographical

The first two schools may be xx&xxdxsi: "regarded as stabilized."
Fiexner sees no need for any increased expenditure in
humanistic studies and mathematics in the near future.

But the SGhool of Economics and Politics needs development
to match the other two, and particularly because the field of
economics cannot be developed by a single person, even so able
SOL a person as Riefler. But Riefler has opposed the several

; possibilities for appointment to the School. Plexner hopes
that within the next year or two ^one or two persons with the
proper endowment and experience may be found,..! shallnot
hesitate to bring the matter to the attention of the Trustees,
and the same is trme ©f his two mraggfracfrfrg associates,11

He also asks for development of mathematical physics,
V
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COMMITTEES Academic Personnel

Executive Committee:

Weed, Chairman
Edgar S. Bamberger, Leidesdorf, Sabin
L. Bamberger, Puld, Director ex of f io iis , Chairman, Vice -Chair men

ex officiis

Financed Committee:

Hardin, Chairman, Louis Bamberger, Leidesdorf, Maass, Riefler
Mrs. Puld, Chairman and Vice-Chairmen, ex officiis

Committee on Nominations:

Aydelotte, Chairman, Priedenwald, Straus
L. Bamberger, Puld, Chairman and Viee-Ghairmen, ex officiis

Committee on Buildings and grounds

Maass, Chairman, Aydelotte, Veblen
L. Bamberger, Mrs. Puld, Chairman, Vice-Chairmen & Director

ex officiis

Budget for the Year ending June 30, 1938, on page 11.

Minutes Trustees, V19/37, pp» 10-11
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\J 193/ V19

OFFICERS Corporation

Boughton, Chairman and President
Maass and Stewart, Vice-Chairmen and Vice-Presidents
Leidesdorf, Treasurer
Esther S. Bailey,
Flexner, Director*

7
Trustees' Minutes, lj./19/3#, P« 9
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j/1937

GENERAL Finance

Financial report, budget 1936-1937, $296,000;
Income $350,000; Budget for 1937-1938, $313,9ii-9o; Income
$35o,ooo.

Trustees' Meeting, l}/19/37, Treasurer's Report, p. 1
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HOUSING Facilities

RIEFIER, W. W. Biographical

See Minutes of this meeting for precise terms agreed
upon between the Institute and professors for Institute financing
of professors houses.

U- S O U ^

Executive Coimaittee Meeting, April 19, 1937.
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OailSfAL Facilities

ttt Fotandatiotis

Fl«3owt»r <Prino®tos) to Fosdiok (Rook*f®ll@r Found., M10)

WJ have Just r»tum«J fro® a two day* -visit to Washington in th® course of stoieb
I bad & very interesting coairaipsatlori with Ht*. Hunaaly wto is Curatar ei" the Chia®a0
Saotlon of tha Library of CoDgr*8ft} and with Sir. Potwi, tha librarian. R«f looting on
what passed bertwtNm as, I feava an icl©a -regarding tb« 0<wit Coll«oti<m t«war«is tha purchase
of waioh th« aook«f@ll®r Foaadation a llbeyal grant to us, S®for® I die* a^ffching or
i^ntion tb« matt@r to any on® 01s® I should like to g«t yo\ir opinion } for tba point 1 have
in nirad concerns th« Foundation as wall as th« Institutd. Can you. let w knew what daj
in tb« n«xt we«k or two I e*n s®e yom for & brief talk? I do not think it win taks you
long to aak* up your mind.

*t M
* * *

ni« 11-23
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1937
5/31
6/14
6/23

STIPENDS Academic Personnel

BQHRjf NIELS Biographical

Veblen to Flexner (May 19, 193?):
Veblen writes that he has heard through von Neumann that Flexner approves of Veblen 's

making an offer to Niels Bohr. Veblen says he prefers to wait to hear directly from
Flexner. The offer was for $6,000 for one term and Bohr accepts in principle for the
autumn terra. Veblen says he will be glad to write Bohr a formal invitation, or if
Flexner wishes to do that Veblen will write Bohr informally, as he wants to suggest that
Bohr see Simon Flexner at Oxford to talk over international fellowships, etc.

Veblen seems to prefer listing distinguished visitors as "members" rather than as
"visiting professors" and hopes this will be done in Bohr's case.

Flexner to Veblen (May 31, 193?) :
"I assume that you have not mentioned a definite salary to Bohr. It seems to me that

your suggestion of $0,000 for a three months' term is excessive, for it amounts to $12,000.
per annum when we have never given a visiting professor abowfe $10,000, and my impression
is - though as to this I may be mistaken - that in conversation with you or von Neumann or
both, I made the suggestion that visiting professors should be invited on the feasis of
$1,000 per month. If Bohr spends three months in America, it seems to me thâ ie would be
reasonably recompensed with a salary of $3,000 plus perhaps his transportation from
Stockholm to Princeton and return, the latter being an addition to anything that we have
paid heretofore, but I think it not \mreasonable to add this in the case of a person who
comes for a brief period."

Veblen to Flexnerl (June 14, 193?):
"My letter to Bohr did specify $6,000 as the salary for one term. This was, however,

not at my suggestion because the whole matter was initiated and the terms laid down by
yourself. You will probably recall that after an interview with one of the temporary
members, you came to feel that our work in theoretical
and transmitted ~T̂ ^ write to Bohr. I composed a
letter embodying your suggestions a"hd brought it to a toeeting of the Buildings and Grounds
Com mittee which was held in New York on March 26. You read it over carefully and made
one or two changes. I then went to Mr. Maas1 office and had it typed and sent if off in
the hope of reaching Bohr before he sailed from San Francisco. I asked Miss Blake to send
a copy of the letter to Mrs. Bailey..

"I am recalling these matters in detail because I should never have thought of
mentioning a stipend to Bohr without very explicit authorization, nevertheless, I am
convinced that youforiginal suggestion was the right one." He goes on to say that if
Bohr does come he hopes he will spend most of his time at the Institute and not traveling
and lecturing. He thinks a generous salary may have an influence in this direction. He
then suggests 1hat Flexner write to Bohr himself in the capacity of the director.

Flexner to Veblen (June 23, 1937):
Flexner apologizes to Veblen for not examining the correspondence more carefully

before writing to him as he did, for upon doing so he found that $6,000 was the agreement
and therefore, he would abide by it. He wrote to Bohr to that effect. "I quite agree
with you that in view of the size of the honorarium Bohr should practically confine

himself to Princeton during the term." *> 'M̂  ̂  ***» "«' ̂  I* ^
File IV- 20 wv% 'v* s-'1 •"••>'' y •,- * - ft
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PROFESSORS (VISITING) Academic Personnel

MEMBERS

YEBLEN, 0. Biographical

FLEXNER, A.

Veblen suggests that distinguished visitors be listed as
members rather than as visiting professors.

Flexner agrees. May 31. Let each school do as it wishes,.

IV-20
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ARCHEOLOGY Academic Activities

GIFTS Finance

FLEXNER, A.

GOLDMA«, JULIUS

GDIBMM, HETTY "**&• "^ ....... P*̂  . , ,
* * '

Julius Goldman to Flexner, May 2i, 1937* enclosing his check to
Flexner's order for $20, 000 "as a gift to the Institute for Advanced Study
of Princeton to be applied towards j-tŝ  activities in archaeological
research in Tarsus, Turkey „"

Flexner to Dr. Goldman, Julius, May 22, thanking him for the gift,
"which will itself go far towards removing all pressure from your
daughter and those associated with her, but I cannot accept this gift with-
out expressing my profound gratification that you should live to see
Hetty attain worldwide distinction and recognition, and I trust that for
many years to come you may be enabled to follow with continuing
satisfaction the upward progress of her career0"

D File, Goldman, Hetty, 1936-19Ml-
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9̂37 5/22
GEl\ERAL Gifts

GOLDMAN, HETTY Biographical
HARVARD Relations WOAI
FIEXNBK, A,«

Plexner to Leidesdorf, May 22, 1937*

M^ss Goldman's forecasts is that the Tarsus excavation should faui be
completed in four years at a cost estimated to be 035*000 or $36,0000

Bryn Mawr is offering $7*500 of that amount to be paid over a three year
periodo A gentleman primarily interested in the work sent Plexner a
check for $20,000 which should be earmarked for Miss Goldman's worko There
| remains the sum of $8,000 which, I am sure, will be provided within the
'next few weeks, Plexner/ says.

Plexner to Goldman, May 26, 1937.

Transmits a message from Professor Paul J. Sachs of the Fogg Museum
of Harvard saying they are unable to make any financial arrangements for
Tarsus.

D Pile, Goldman, Hetty, 1936-ljlj.

Beatrice Stern research files, Chronological Files, Box 2, 1937 
From the Shelby White and Leon Levy Archives Center, Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, NJ, USA



1937

PRINCETON UNIVERSITY Relations ¥OAI

FLEXNER, A. Biographical

DODDS, HAROLD ¥.

Flexner to Elsenhari., May 26, 1937«

Flexner sends a copy of his letter of May 13, 1937,
on the constitution of the Institute racially, religiously,
etc0 as i^ritten to Dodds S*zom Eisenhart.

J H

D File, Eisenhart, Luther P0

Beatrice Stern research files, Chronological Files, Box 2, 1937 
From the Shelby White and Leon Levy Archives Center, Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, NJ, USA



'1937 5/28

SCHOOL 0? ECONOMICS Aito POLITICS

LLER, W. W.

Finance

Academic Organization

Biographical

Riefler to Flexner regarding £5'0,000 to I. A. So for
endowing a visiting professorship in Economics at I. A. S,

Filed in ^hronologtad. File under 1937,

1.

S-8
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3. 193?

*x

I ar, returning the draft of a «t*t»r-w»* odrthii gflfant of $5D»CXX3 '
the Institute for A&rancodl Stxi^y tc andow a visiting professorship

in the School of Uoonomlcs and Politics* Satwslly I
2'il«a«5od, and gratlfi(»& to learn that a /*lft of this kind is In proa-
roct,

cm!*"
ba with thn

fcnr • eshnnr«»B In ths draft a-twthnt
rath»r than with the "h^d* of the School of

Polities ar,d ^nt the misbw of lectnres to b« A«llvorod
rafwl« alas tie f*n£ not Halted to fliT9»

, Dlreeto?
for &0*nno<»& I
H. J»
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7 NOTES May 31 - June 23

SCHOOL OF MATHEMATICS

STIPEHDS

BOHR, NEILS

VEBLEN, 0.

FIEXNEn, A

Academic Organization

Academic Personnel

Biographical

THEllti; IS correspondence iKi between the two, ana
concern the amount oi' the stipend offered to Bohr. Flexner
criticizes Veblen for offering Bohr $6,000 for one semester,
and says it should be $1,000 a month, Veblen replies
that it was Plexner, himself, who Bet the amount, and
Plexner, after reviewing the conversation, gracefully bows
and says that this is true. Then he suggests that Veblen
in writing his personal letter to Bohr explain that It is the
practice of the regular members of the staff who are,
likewise, ^^rell paid, to do no work outside the Institute.
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1937 Summer

BUDGET

BUILDINGS AND GROUNDS

FIEMER, A.

BAMBERGER, LOUIS

Finance

Pacillties

Biographical

Plexner (draft) to L. Bamberger (3/10/14-3)

Flexner visiting Bambergers at Murray Bay told by
Bamberger wanted to gEê «±*pe**«t««4*®»i«ajad erect a building
for I. A. Se

A - Supplemental Budget Material, 19̂ 3 Vertical
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SCHOOL OP ECONOMICS AND POLITICS Academic Organization

POLICIES Administration

GENERAL Government Relations

RIEPLER, ¥. W. Biographical

MORGENTHAU", HENRY

Flexner to Morgenthau, June 9, 1937*

Riefler has reported to me in strictest confidence the
essence of his recent conversation with you. The Institute has
as a matter of principle kasM tried to be helpful to all
educational institutions, and it goes without saying that we
should be happy to be helpful to the United States Governmentc

Flexner then proceeds to outline limitationso There must
be no publicity, and no commitment of Riefler to policy
determinations. "The field of economics is the most difficult
field in which to preserve an absolutely correct scientific
attitude. For that reason we have made it a rule, as you will see

if you will examine the marked passage enclosed, (an excerpt from
the latest Bulletin of the Institute), to which we have
inflexibly adhered that salaries and retiring allowances #/
should be so adequate that no member of any department of the
Institute may accept remuneration even of his expenses from any
outside source wkatsoever."

"It would, I think, be a mistake for any member of the
Institute to have an official connection with any governmental or
business enterprise, but I should welcome any opportunity which
will enable a person in Riefler's position to discuss with you
fundamental financial problems and to give his judgment a s to whg.t
is sound or unsound without reference to other considerations which
may have to influence policy. The Institute will gladly bear any
expense connected with any service of the kind above mentioned
that Mr, Riefler may be able to render you, and It rust that you
may completely understand the principle to which an institute of
this character is bound to adhere0"

Morgenthau acknowledged this, and said he would respect the
unofficial basis. On October 2l|, 1939, ne thanks the Trustees
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officially for their consent to emergency service in the
Treasury Department by Stewart and Riefler, saying that their
services are proving of the greatest value to the Treasury
Departmento

f\

,

D, MI - MZ
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7/1

SCHOOL OP ECONOMICS AND POLITICS Academic Organization

MARSCHAK, JACOB Biographical

HIEFLER, WINFIELD W.

Marschak came to America for Cowles Research Cora.
Wanted to see Plexner but latter was in Ontario*,

111-17
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937 iQ?ES July 3
July 9

SCHOOL OF MATHEMATICS

BOHR, IMEIIB

VEBLMT, 0.

FEEXIERjA.

R1EFLER, W.

Academic Organization

Biographical

Veblen replies to Plexner »s 'cap! tuition on the subject
of Bohr's stipend, ana asks whether anything has been Gone
about

Veblen to Plexner, July 3,' 1937 «

Dirac has been watting to go to Russia, but Veblen doubts
he should go to Russia considering the circumstances there.
Dirac and Bohr are gre,_t friends, and it would be fine to
have them both at Princeton at the same time. Then he asks
a question. Last night he saw in the paper Morgenthaflt has

asked Riefler to take charge of the gold buying of the
government. Does that mean that Riefler would have to be
in Washington, or will it be merely incidental to his other
activities?

Plexner to Veblen, Juxy 9, 1937*-(-W.

I have done notning about Dirac, nor am I until there is
an increase in funds0 Even so, Riefler has first call on the
next million or two. ( |̂ v i,..a MU \t , f^jr l=o *&£(& /U^.4,f.

"The newspaper account you refer to is totally wrong.
Morgenthal/pleased with Riefler 's account of the situation
abroad, offered him a handsome honorarium ana an official
art-time connection with the JfrnbajEadafiity; he promptly

cleclined both on the ground. that'7"T~ry~~ne was on a full-time
.salary (not counting strictly high-grade educational or
-scientific work out of term), and (2) a Treasury post would
.put him in politics in appearance, if not in facto When he
reported, the interview to me, I wrote Morgenthc\t* reiterating
his (Rief ler)s) and our position,, HE In reply," M. s a.ic&w^~~
that he .wished there were more such. I added that anyone in

H* ̂ - ' V*-*
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the Institute was free to say what he thought, but taat no
one would be responsible even in appearance
'politics '.

ft

" SP- . %faa&«A

'N/l- Vts
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STEWART, WALTER Biographical

RIEPLER, WINPIELu W.

FLEXNIiS, A.

Riefler to Flexner, July 28, 1937.

Flexner has asked Riefler to 0.0 something that Leidesdorf wants done,
and it involved Riefler getting in touch with Joe Willits. The
correspondence is not in the file. (Sf}f s <&«* s >~|K̂ » b k. P*")

Riefler to Plexner, "As soon as I received your letter I wrote
Joe Willits quite strongly -ana trust that he has done his best... I
agree with you that Mr. Leidesdorf is practically a saint, and I am glad
to do anything that I possibly can for him."

"After my telephone conversation with you I flew to New York and
saw Walter Stewart. It certain seemed to me that he was in the mood
to drop Case Poraeroy and come with us." He promised to visit Riefler at
the Cape to discuss the matter. _i\ Pile, Riefler, Winfield, 193̂ -1939 ^ *** ĥ ; H* "?*<•*»• ̂  ~**

ko^b K

Beatrice Stern research files, Chronological Files, Box 2, 1937 
From the Shelby White and Leon Levy Archives Center, Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, NJ, USA



1937

AMERICAN COUNCIL OF LEARNED SOCIETIES Foundations

Notes on 4-year Plan for increasing the number of institutions in which instruction
in the Far East is given - offered by ACLS. Notes continued interest in Gest Library

D ACLS
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August

GIFTS Finance

SCHOOL OF ECONOMICS AND POLITICS Academic Organization

AYDELOTTE, F. Biographical

FLEXNER, A.

FOUBDERS Corporation

reveals no details of Flexner's talks with
founders on further endowment to I. A. S., but shows that
Flexner and Aydelotte conferred about it.

A, Flexner
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SCHOOL OF ECONOMICS ANL> POLITICS

POUNDERS

STEWART, MIMESES W.

iiii, WINPlJiLD W.

Academic Organization

Corporation

Biographical

Pjiexner to Riefler, August 5, 1937.

"...I was paying a week's visit to Mr. Bamberger and Mrs. Paid,..
I had previously sent them at Mr0 Bamberger f s request a**nemorandum
which you will see later—I don't want to bother you with it now—
outlining the future of the Institute, as I now see it, subject, of
course, to such changes as experience and wisdom suggest.

"I put in the very first place the development of the School of
Economics and Politics. They were very much pleased with the whole
memorandum and told me_to_go ahead. I am therefore enormously interested
inTybur feeling that StewartPmayBe 'in the mood to drop Case Pomeroy and
come with u s e 1 If he has paid you the promised visit, let me know ski
whether this subject came up ana, if so, how it stands,"
D Pile, Riefler, Winfield W., 193^-1939. >> fy &,
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FOUNDERS C or p or ac i on

GIFTS Finance

FLEXNER, A. Biographical

Flexner to Bamberger August 6, 1937* from Magnetawan.

He submits to Mr. Bamberger draft of a letter such as &H .̂ /̂  \t b-e~Ĥ @̂ &̂ ~4,.â ^ *MttUtr» *

enjoining upon the Institute what seemed to be the wise policy
to be pursued in future years in the handling of its
endowment funds. This was discussed by them when he
visited the Bambergers at Murray Bay» He encloses the draft.

He is also working out a new by-law creating a budget
/committee and defining its functions. He is consulting
Simon on the experience of the Rockefeller Institute in
constituting its Budget Committee, which has been so successful
in safeguarding the principal and in storming up the unused
income'of its funds.

paeepe&ea draft of the proposed letter follows:

The following is a dtne-et copy of the draft.

DRAFT OF LETTER FOR MR. BAMBERGER AND HBE. FIT ID

To the Trustees of the Institute for Advanced Study

A We have had recent conferences with the Director of the
Institute respecting the_future of the Institute and the
importance of conserving~such funds as the Institute may

••^k 1 recjeiye in order that, when the opportunity for expansion or
i growth in a basic field arises, the Institute may be financially
I able to support advance.

We are grateful to the Trustees of the Institute for the
extreme care which they have exercised in developing the
Institute within a few years to a point where it has already
won international recognition. We are naturally concerned
that it shall maintain p erraanently the standards upon which it
has been conducted and that it shall restrict its activities
to fields and subjects of fundamental importance, raising its

| standards whenever the development ^Iklg^jnii^eiJLlffia in
1 America makes X±E# such elevation~of standards possible". We
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wish to impress on the Trustees and their "successors the fL
importance of so conserving the endowment of the Institute

^ that, as advances become advisable"and feasible, funds will
be at hand with which to support them,

( lÂ 'vU ̂  *
In our recent conferences with the Director it was ̂

11̂ ® °lear fc° us that additional income to the extent of 4, •
$250,000 or $300,000 could be employed within the next few £*
yeaf'sTTor the logical development of the Schools now in" %»
existence, provided personnel equal in capacity and" ability A*
to tHe"present personnel of the Institute can be found; but
he possibilities of usefulness on the part of the Institute
ill not end with this expansion. It leaves out of account
such important subjects as history, literature, etc., as well
;as the experimental sciences. Fortunately the Institute need
not undertake to develop any subject unless it possesses the

V-v>'arequisite funds and can find the proper persons. This we
regard as fundamental to its spirit and ideals; this letter
is written by the Founders in the hope and expectation that
the Trustees and the Faculty will keep continuously in mind a
long-rang© policy of development either in fields now

cultivated or in new fields into which development may be
deemed important hereafter. Unspent income should normally

•̂  at the end of every year, in our judgment, be added to the /
capital funds of the Institute, thus gradually Increasing the "

V\x> Ŵ W income avail dole for the purposes of the Institute, as it
t } : expands in future years„
Vv~«*»¥ j V̂ **'

« With deep appreciation for the services of the Trustees
and the Faculty, we are

Very sincerely

D, Bamberger, Louis, 1937-l9i|lj.
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1937
8/18

SCHOOL OF ECONOMICS AND POLITICS Academic Organization

FLEXNER, ABRAHAM Biographical

MAASS, HERBERT

Flexner to fMaass:

°I had a very interesting time with Mr. Bamberger and Mrs. Fold, going over the past
and sketching the future development of the Institute as far as it can now be foreseen. A
point which I stressed very emphatically was the following: there are certain fields like
mathematical physics and economicŝ andL̂ politics, in whichjif we can find the men/we are

, prepared to advlfice now, but the resources oT the Institute - principle and income - should
I be so expanded that we will have in hand money for future development and avoid expansion
\p to the limit of our income, which is now crippling almost every other institution in
\thls coujasfcty. This was a point of view in which Mr. Bamberger and Mrs. Fuld thoroughly
sympathized. I feel no doubt that, if we can find the persons, there will be no trouble
jfebout the funds.

"Mr. Bamberger and Mrs. Fuld were both extremely well. I am sure they were wise

to go to a cool place this summer, largely on account of Mrs. Fuld's health. They like

jtthe hotel, which I also found most satisfactory. Mr. Bamberger keeps his excellent
health, and Mrs. Fuld has made a very distinct improvement. The weather is delightfully
cool without being chilly, and the situation of the hotel overlooking the mouth of the
St. Lawrence is really superbl"

Maass to Flexner:

"The news of your conversations with Mr. Bamberger and Mrs. Fuld is of tremendous
, interest. As you know, I have always beei/confident of their intention ultimately to
give us a substantially increased endowment, and as you say, 'if we find the persons there

I will be no trouble about the funds *. With no desire of course to hurry you in your
I selections my only concern is that the program of expansion be enacted during the period
*of your own activities, and this I am most hopeful you will bring about."

'\K,r
D

Source: IAS Trustees - Maas, Herbert H.
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SCHOOL OP ECONOMICS AND POLITICS

RlfiPLER, WINPiJSLD w.

FIEXNER, A.

JONES, TOM

LEITH-ROSS

Academic Organization

Biographical

Flexner to Riefler, August 10, l"93ips I ̂  ?1

Jones knows Keynes, Clay, Pigou, Robbins, Leith~Ross, Norman,
etc. He thinks that Leith-Ross is the ablest economics of the whole
group. He thinks that Clay is "in capacity not superior to a good
university professor." '' f\^ „,»_, -i.uJe«uAC fcu-c.^— f j" A,̂  K>/^ AF^^

Leidesdorf!s son was not admitted to the University of Pennsylvania.
Did Willits exert hi mself in the matter?

D I3M, Riefler, Winfield W., 193 -̂1939
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RiEFLEK, WliMFlJiljD Biographical
FijEXNER, A.
LEITH-ROSS
STEWART
LE1DESDORF

Riefler to Flexner, August 13, 1937.

Flexner has written Riefler that T. J0 (Tom Jones) has suggested
Leith-Ross for the School of Economics ana Politics. Riefler says in this
letter that he never had thought of Leith-Ross because his position was
so enigmatie that he is not one of the men whom Riefler Saw in Europe„
He says it might well be that Leithe-Hoss comes closer to what we want
than Clay. He will talk to Stewart~"*at>out it.

MN0 , Stewart has not yet shown up, and I am writing to find out
why. I-should certainly feel that we have hojgjked_a__whale when we get him
signed up. He is the most elusive person one can imagine. When I saw

»him last jBjarJL^jya jTuly he spoke quite confidently of going to England in
.'the fall* and of sJ l̂in@-4ip-XL .̂y while he was there. That wa.s one of the
tilings 'i;hat made me feil he had practically decided to come with us himselfo

At the same time he showed he was thinking through our proolem
by saying that he was not sure but that Siepman (at the Bank of England)
would not be more -to our purpose than Clay..0I simply said that our
jmost important task n<bw was to get him (Stewart) and that then we would
make our next movec If his judgment favored someone else over Clay, that
was acceptable to me0"

(Apparently the Leidesdorf matter with Joe Willits concerned
Leidesdorf 's son at Perm State.)

Leith-Ross, he says, was in something of an eclipse in the spring,
contrasting with the situation in 1930-33 when he was the acknowledged
brains of the freasury0

D Pile, Riefler, Winfield W., 193ij.-1939
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GIFTS

FIEXNER, A.

AYDELOTTE, F

Finance

Biographical

Several letters from Flexner to Aydelotte.

August I?, September 16, September 20 allude to Intensive visits
Flexner had with Louis Bamberger and Mrs. Puld regarding further
endowment. The first reference to it is a visit Flexner made to the
founders at Murray Bay where they are spending the summer. The letters
do not reveal how much was the gift or whether or not there were terms
attached to it, because he saves details until he meets with Aydelotte
which he does not do until well Into September.

A. Pile, Flexner, Abraham
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BUDGET COMMITTEE Finance

SCHOOL OF MATHEMATICS Academic Organization

FOUNDERS Corporation

PIEXNER, A. Biographical

Flexner to Mr. Bamberger, August 19, 1937.

-v̂  /
"The Budget Committee shall consist of three members (

with the Doctor and Chairman of the Board, ex offioxia.

"Tt- shall be the duty of the Director to ascertain from
the Treasurer the Lount of income which will be available

during the following year0 From this sum --- per cent shall
be deducted to be held as^reserve, Eaeh School shall submit
to the Director its recommendatTbris"" as to its needs and plans
for the coming year. xhese recommendations shall be considered
and amended as may be deemed advisable by the Director and the
Chairman of the Board. The sums requested by the sereral
Schools and the general budget based thereon as recommended
by the Director shall be submitted by the Director to the
Budget Committee with power to amend. The budget, as approved
by the Budget Committee, shall be submitted to the Board at
the annual meeting. ̂  *»

"Unexpended balances at the end of the fiscal year
Shall be returned to the treasury.

"No professor Trustee shall be a member of the
Committee,,'1

D, Bamberger, Louis, 1937-19l|4
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SCHOOL OP MATHEMATICS Academic Organization

FOUNDERS Corporation

VEBLEN, 0. Biographical

FLEXMER, A.

TAUB, ABRAHAM

Flexner to Mr. Bamberger, Augusfe 19* 1937*

Sends a letter from the President of the University of
Washington (State of Washington) showing how the influence
of the Institute has been extended over a wide territory
from Princeton to the Pacific Goastc "Last year the
President of the University of Washington came to us tn order
to find a young instructor. The mathematicians recommended a
young Jewish scholar, Dr. Abraham Taub, who went out not only
to teach mathematics but to see what he could accomplish in
stirring up an interest in modern mathematics in that section,,
Towards the end of the first year he had succeeded in so
interesting his colleagues that Professor Veblen was invited

to come out this summer [1937] to give a course of lectureŝ ...
N0w as the end of Veblen's work approaches, the President of
the University writes to ask if we cannot continue this sort
of cooperation, the results of which will be in time that the
University of Washington willpossess not a branch of the
Institute but its own independent and thoroughly modern school
of mathematics operated by its own funds. You may be sure that
the example set by the University of Washington is not
altogether a novelty0tt

D, Bamberger, Louis, 1937-19i}4
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BUILDINGS AND GfiOUHDS Facilities

FLEXNER, ABRAHAM Biographical

MAASS, HERBERT

Flexner to Maass:

"You were quite right in your recollections that the Esjegutixe..Goramit.te.e voted te a
sum u$ to $10,000 for the rehabilitation of the Olden Farm. I kept the item out of the
docket because I meant to ask you to draw a resolution safeguarding and defining its
expenditure and have so written Mr. Leidesdorf. I had no intention of waiting indefinitely
but first you went to the Coast and then I went to Phoenix and the thing just slipped my

^ mind. I really came away thinking that I had attended to it. long before this reaches
<you Mr. Leidesdorf will have a statement of the fact and, when you get back, we will
j draft a resolution which will be incorporated in the minutes of the Executive Committee
1 meeting heldJLastJDecember so that the appropriation will be technically authorized.

"I am drafting a new by-law setting up a Committee on Budget, for, if the funds of
the Institute increase perceptibly, we ought now to be able in the light of experience to
follow a more definite procedure than has been possible up to the present time. I am
drawing upon the experience of the Rockefeller Institute, for they went through the same
evolution through which we have come..."
SOurce: IAS Trustees - Haass. Herbert H. .

Beatrice Stern research files, Chronological Files, Box 2, 1937 
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Academic Organization

Relations ¥OAI

Biographical

SCHOOL OP HUMANISTIC STUDIES

PRINCETON UNIVERSITY

PLEXNER, A,

Ml? DODDS

PANOFSKY

Panofsky to Morey, September 2, 1937.

Discusses a letter from ^lexner to Panofsky about
Panof sky's suggestion that a certain stipenaiate receive/a
grant-in-aid of Sl^OO suddently male available to the
School of Humanistic Studies, Panofsky quotes Plexner as
follows:

^
^ t

11 »I shall be very happy to have Porsyth as a member
of the Institute, but I have an understanding with President
Dodds that no appointment of a member or the Princeton
Faculty is to be made by the Institute without having first

received his approval.0.I would suggest, therefore, that
Professor Morey take the matter up with President Dodds and
communicate to me any decision that President Dodds may
make, and that no formal announcement be made to Professor
Porsyth for the coming year until this formality has been
complied wit$ZL0 '"

Panofsky files - M - XSgjf. 1936-ij.b
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POLICIES Administration

PANOFSKY, ERWIN Biographical

FLEXNER, A.

Panofsky to Flexner, September 16, 1937.

He sands to Flexner and asks his advice about aletter from the
Prick collection in New York, an invitation. He akks advice because,
he says, MissHelen Prick is violently anti-German, "so that I have never
entered her Library in view of the absurd fact that from her point of
view I don't cease to belong to the Fatherland until I shall have
become an American citizen,, The Prick Collection is theoretical ly
independent although I suppose that she still has considerable influence
with its management. As my answer in a way involves the attitude of the
Institute I should not like to write the usual letter..."

Flexner to Panofsky, September 20, 1937o

"I should not, in your place, pay the slightest attention to
Miss Prick's anti-German or pro-German views, for I do iH&£ not think it

matters to you j£ or to me or to anybody how Miss Prick feels. It also
seems to me to be a mistake to answer intolerance with intolerance. On
the contrary, I should, as far as personal and institutional dignity
allowed, show these people how much superior you are to the considerations
which move them, and also, incidentallj:, how, with all their anti-German
views, they cannot get along without either Germans or Jews. If it
appeals to you or interests you I should advise you to accept Mr. Clapp's
invitation in the same objective fashion in which he extends it, ana to
add to your acceptance th$t members of the Institute do not accept
[honoraria for an occasional lecture, which is a matter of courtesy
>between institutions. The result will be that you will have the run
I of the collection regardless of MissPriek, and that is something that may
'pr&ve worth while to you and your students."

D Pile, Panofsky, Erwin, 1936-
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MEMBERS Academic Personnel

POLICIES Administration

FLEXNER, A. Biographical

Plexner to Veblen, September 25, 1937.

He is inviting Dr, van Stockum as Veblenrecommended.
Plexner raises the question: "While not laying down anything
like a rigid rule, are we not safer if} except under unusual
conditions, we aim to admit to the Institute not young men who
have just received the doctorate but young men who have
already had teaching experience of a few years and have
published something that shows promise of future development?"

. $ , -\. Vufjtr1" r»« S l M |J

(• -.. , |B . .»; ,\ i vw i -

D, Stipends
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10/8

SCHOOL OP MATHEMATICS Academic Organization

MORSE, MARSTON Biographical

WEAVER, WARREN

ROCKEM.IER Foundations

Correspondence betwee Morse and the -"ockefeller Foundation
(Warren Weaver) on the pygjnsgrmt request of the Institute on
behalf of the International Congress of Mathematics through
the Institute for 07,500 for the Congress to be held in 19ip «.
The Institute has pledged the amount of $7»500, but Morse makes
the point to Weaver that if the $7,500 is paid for this
purpose, stipends for foreign mathematicians will be cut by that

much since the Institute hasn't got the funds. After that the
Rockefeller Foundations grants $7*500 on condition that the
Institute give the Congress 02,5>00 which is done,

D, Morse, Mars ton, 1933-19^5
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9/29

BUDGET

AYDELOTTE, P.

FLEXNER, A.

Pinanc e

Biographical

Aydelotte to Flexner, September 27, 1937-

Approves the idea of a Budget Committee as complexity
in the budget with the growth of the Institute increases.
Also expresses approval of the reserve, "although there are
times when, in my opinion, it is not advisable to
accumulate a reserve," Fluctuations of security prices, etc.
He thinks reserve funds should be accumulated duringa period
of prosperity and jsx spent during a period of depression,
and he is not sure that the language of the resolution

provides for this .

Plexner to Aydelotte, September 29, 1937.

The point Aydelotte makes about the reserve was also made

D,

by Percy Straus.

"You know college faculties. They will spend
±Ltr i!S ha?f °n! and Fob^7 ** the mo^t

, -4- » and even to the distant
and with that in mind has to reserve something for
even though a fine immediate use could be foSId for

future
a

Pile 1-7
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PRINCETON UNIVERSITY Relations WOAI

LIAISON COMMITTEE Ca ,*

HKSXEEKK PLEXNER, A. Biographical

Flexner to Hardin, September 28, 1937.

Notice of a dinner meeting of the Liaison Committee
at Princeton Inn, 7 o( clock, November 19.

JRH Correspondaaee from January, 1937 to December, 1939

Beatrice Stern research files, Chronological Files, Box 2, 1937 
From the Shelby White and Leon Levy Archives Center, Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, NJ, USA



1937 9̂/29

GENERAL Finance

FLEXNER, ABRAHAM Biographical

Flexner to Percy Strausj he asks Straus for any objections to the proposed by-law
that he may have. Flexner does not see how the proposed by-law will restrict the
freedom of the Board. "It sets aside a sura of money as a reserve fund, but it does not
add this reserve to endowment, whichcannot be touched...The advantage of putting this
provision in the by-laws is that it becomes automatic and regular procedure, but can, of
course, be suspended whenever conditions tanss warrant.

"At the present moment almost every college and university in the United States is
pinched because they have provided no such reserve. The exception is the Rockefeller
Institute...because they have had almost from the very beginning a by-law like the one
I am proposing, and as a result they had accumulated reserve enough to protect them
against the consequences of depression and even to enable them to expand, precisely as
they would have expanded had conditions been normal.*'

Source: A File IAS (home)
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PRINCETON UNIVERSITY Relations WOAI

SCHOOL OP MATHEMATICS Academic Organization

MORSE, ANTHONY P. Biographical

Morse permitted to teach Princeton part time while
member I. A. S.—Salary S500; Stipend £1300.

School of Mathematics Faculty Minutes.
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DIRECTOR Adminis trati on

AYDELOTTE, P. Biographical

FLEOTER, A.

Flexner to Aydelotte, October 5, 1937<>

Suggests he stop in before the October meet in g.

Pile I-?
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1937

SCHOOL OP HUMANISTIC STUDIES

PAiNOFSKY, ERWIN

, C. R.

Academic Organization

Biographical

Panofsky to Morey, October 6, 1937 •

Encloses a four-page double spaced memorandum for
suggestions and amendment s0 Memorandum is to Plexner, and
contains a list of five possible candidates for grants-in-aid
to the Institute. From that memorandum:

"Mri. Morey and I were very agreeably surprised to hear
that the chances of temporarily inviting young and promising
art historians to the Institute are b etter than we expeotedo
We have scanned the possibilities ana I should lilfe to make
the following suggestions, which have the full approval of
Professor Morey,,"

This is for the year 1938-1939. They suggest:
Rensselaer ¥0 Lee, Francis ¥„ Robinson of the Museum of
Cincinnati, Mr0 Carson Webster of iMorthwestern University,

of Minnesota, and

Morey cordially agrees with the list on October 8, I937

'Ht/1

0

9

Panofsky File, M - 1936-^6
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ST937 10/21

SCHOOL 0*' MATHEMATICS Academic Organization

CARNEGIE Foundations

ROCKEFELLER x ̂ /î u. Wû ,̂ . ̂

MORSE, MARSTON Biographical

Two letters regarding foundations, 1937, 10/6 and 10/21

Piled in Chronological File under 1937, 10/6.

D File, Morse, Marston, 1933-45
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THE ROCKEFELLER FOTJHDATION

COPY FOR DR. FLEXNER

October 21, 1937

Dear Marston,

I have had an opportunity to discuss with my colleagues here the ques-

tion of a possible contribution of |7,500 from The Rockefeller Foundation

to the American Mathematical Society toward the expenses of the coming In-

ternational Mathematical Congress at Boston in 1940. This is a matter

which will be referred to the Executive Committee of our Trustees when they

meet in mid-November. You will realize, I am sure, that it is -wholly im-

possible for me to prejudge in any way the decision of the Trustees, but I

can inform you that the proposal will go to them with favorable recommenda-

tion by this division and with the support of the President of the Foundation.

This recommendation, however, will be Wsed upon the assumption that the In-

stitute for Advanced Study will, if our Trustees' action is favorable, be re-

leased from $5,000 of their underwriting but will contribute the remaining

|2,500 to the American Mathematical Society toward the expenses of the Congress,

I have assumed that, in your discussions with me, you have been act-

ing in something of a double capacity, namely, as the Chairman of the committee

charged with the financial responsibility of the Congress and also as something

of an informal representative of the Institute for Advanced Study. I do not

wish to come before our Trustees with our recommendation without having a clear

understanding with the Institute authorities concerning the condition just de-

scribed; and I would not wish to appear in any way indirect or discourteous

to Dr. Flexner. It is not just clear to me how to proceed, because I am un-

certain as to what extent you are representing the Institute. Near the end

of your letter of October 6 you state, relative to the possibility that the

Beatrice Stern research files, Chronological Files, Box 2, 1937 
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Institute appropriate 12,500 as a gift to the Society: "Dr. Flexner has as-

sured me, however, that this could be arranged if finally necessary." Is

this a point -which you and/or Dr» Flexner would prefer to have me take up

directly with him, or is it a point which I am justified in considering as

already understood on the basis of this letter?

Very cordially,

WARREN
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INVESTMENTS Finance

HA.KDIN, JOHN R. Biographical

RIEFLER, WIHPIELD ¥.

Hardin to Maass, October 8, 1937,

He does not agree with investing in ParkeDavis common
stock, nl see no reason for changing at this time the
present policy of the Institute in the matter of
proportional holdings of common stock."

Maass has said that while earnings and dividend
records are quite satisfactory, there are a large number of
common shares outstanding. Riefler had approved it.

JRH Correspondence from January, 1937 to December, 1939
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DIRECTOR Administration

AYDELOTTE, P. Biographical

FHEXNER, A.

Flexner to -%delotte, October 8, 1937.

Suggests that on the docket are subjects which merit a
candid atp expression of opinion from you which would be
"enlightening to the Board and very gratifying to
Mr. Bamberger." The subjects are:

(1) The development in economics and politics

(2) The range of institutions in this country and Europe
from which we have had workers

(3) The building

(l(.) The other subjects from which future activities may be
selected from time to time, without, however, any haste,

!*0f course, I want you t© speak with absolute candor,
but there is really no one who can discuss these particular
problems more competently than you.*1

Pile I-?
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BUILDINGS AND GROUNDS Facilities

Tha mathematicians have been im Pine Hall, the
humanists have been partly accommodated in McCormiek Hall,
partly at 69 Alexander Street, and partly in their own homes.
The economists and publicists have worked either at home or
at 69 Alexander Street. The offices at 20 Nassau Street.

Though considerable property has been obtained, including
the Olden Farm, "[Director] was averse to taking any step
until it became perfectly clear to me what the varying needs
of the three faculties or schools would require." Now he
thinks the first building should be erected. The founders have
offered the money to the Institute. They are eager to proceed
with the building.

Flexner proposes to ask each of the three groups for a
definite statement as to accommodations and facilities required.
He thinks that these plans can be rationalized and that no member
of the Faculty should seriously be interrupted during the
building process. (A stab at Veblen) Gratitude expressed to the
founders. He has undertaken to insure cooperation with Princeton
'through talking this over with President Dodds.
Trustees' Minutes, 10/11/37, PP« 4-5
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SCHOOL OP MATHEMATICS Academic Organization
(MATHEMATICAL PHYSICS)

the question of
Flexner returns to/augmenting the work in mathematical

physics at the Institute, presumably from abroad.

Trustees' Minutes, 10/11/37, P«
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GENERAL (BY-LAWS) Corporab ion

Article IV, Section 1 .̂, duties of the Chairman amended
to provide that he shall "in collaboration with the Director...
consider recommendations f or 1iie budget of the next academic
year." Previously the Chairman had been written in for the
duties of the President in the original by-laws per Article IV,
Section ij..

Article V. The Budget Committee is added which makes 5
standing committees. The Budget Committee to consist of 3
members in addition to the Chairman, Treasurer and Director
ejjc-officiis. Ho professor Trustee shall be a member.

"The Budget Qommittee shall submit the budget of
expenditures proposed for the next academic year to the Board
of Trustees at the regular meeting in April."

Article VI, The Director. The latter part of the
original provision after the HHEiii words "limited periods"
reads as follows: "It shall be the duty of the Director to
ascertain from the Treasurer the amount of income which will be

available during the next academic year and to receive from each

School its recommendations as to itsneeds and plans for the
â SS/!ar' T56S! *ecc™>ndations shall b e considered and
amended as may be deemed advisable by the Director and the

K/

*«

*•>
b M p

^ . j

( .

Trustees' Minutes, 10/11/37,̂ 0 12-13
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GRANTS-IN-AID Academic Personnel

$30,000 appropriated for the fields of mathematics and J T5
theoretical physics with $1,000 for honoraria for lecturers.

SLJS-- 1

M-

Trustees' Minutes, 10/11/37, p. 13
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GEHERAL (BT-IAWS) Corporation

Transmitted with the notice of the October, 1937
meeting of the Trustees are two pages of proposed amendments
to the By-Laws.

These amendments are in papallel columns, and are filed
in the source mentioned below.

JRH, Correspondence from January, 1937 to December, 1939
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SCHOOL OP MATHEMATICS Academic Organization

GENERAL Corporation

VEBLEN, 0. Biographical

See page 2 of Source below for the effect of Veblen's
teaching at the University of Washington.

Trustees" Minutes, 10/11/37, p. 2
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0*i,
MEMBERS Academic Personnel

Names of American Universities and foreign universities
from which, members come are listed.

Five non-resident scholars are cooperating with Meritt
in exaavafeiag the Athenian Agora representing Columbia,
Harvard, Indiana, and two of them the staff actually engaged
a* Athens, WI am sure that it is no e xaggeration to say that
no American institution with an enrollment of between 50 and 60
members has anything like such a proportion of scholars and
scientists from institutions of learning in this country and
from institutions of learning in foreign countries. The number
of those who are recent doctors of philosqdby is negligible and
should continue to be such because it is usually not easy to
gauge the capacity of a young man to pursue independent work
until he has demonstrated his ability after leaving the
institution where he received his doctor's degree, though,..
no rigid formula should be pursued* M

Trustees' Minutes, 10/11/37, PP* 3-4-
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POLICIES Administration

GENERAL Academic Organization

SCHOOL OP ECONOMICS AND POLITICS

SALARIES Academic Personnel

Plexner repeats/the need for expansion in the School of
Economies and Politics.

He repeats the need of equalization of salaries by
raising moderately the salaries of a few persons.

Other subjects which might be pursued are history,
literature, languages, and all the natural sciences, which may
| be touched in the future nprovided they retain their fundamental
s importance," but not on the scale of mathematics,

He repeats that certain fields lie permanently outside
the Institute; professional education, for instance.

Instead of American scholars setting a tide for Europe, this
is no longer true. The tide is turned. Europeans are coming to

America. This is in medicine owing to the Rockefeller
Institute for Medical Research.

Trustees' Minutes, 10/11/37, pp. 6-8
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GENERAL Public Relations

AIDELOTTE, P. Biographical

Aydelotte calls attention to the remarkable record of
the Institute in its short existence in enrolling representatives

t of 29 foreign and 33 American institutions, and stressed the
I importance of international scholarship, he said, "The
Institute has developed a life of its own in ways that were
not quite foreseen—a place for more advanced ard most advanced
scholars."

Trustees' Minutes, 10/11/37, p. 10
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BBILDINGS AM) GROUNDS Facilities

The Committee on Buildings and Grounds was authorized to
engage landscape engineers and architects to study the land of
the Institute to determine the most practicable site for building.

Trustees' Minutes, 10/11/37, p« 13
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BY-MWS Corporation

BUDGET Finance

Copy of proposed By-Law revisions for a Budget Committee
and for a specific percentage reserve annually*

Piled in Vertical Pil© under "B®.

S-l (Riefler)
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..<T

BUDGET Finance

The Director proposes the establishment of a Budget
Committee of the Trustees to consider 3aa budget before
submission to the Trustees. This i s approved in the form of
an amendment to By-Laws, see By-Laws.

Trustees' Minutes, 10/11/37, p0 9
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10/15

(SEAL) Corporation

BAMBERGER, LOUIS Biographical

FLEXKER, A.

MAASS, HERBERT H.

Plexner to Maass.

Bamberger has raised question of legality of seal which does
not mention Bamberger and Felix Fuld Foundation,, Maass says
legal*,

D, Maass.
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BUILDINGS AND GROUNDS

SCHOOL 0? MATHEMATICS

10/21

Facilities

Academic Organization

For a report from Riefler ( or Veblen) October 21, 1937> see Source,

S, I. A. S., Sousing Plans Fuld Hall
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BUILDINGS AND GROUNDS

FEEXNER, A.

Facilities

Biographioa 1

Flexner to Aydelotte at Swarthmore, November Ij., 1937*

!II had to be in Boston the other day and had tea with
Conant one afternoon. I got an outside glimpse of the new
residence halls, another look at the School of Business which
I had previously seen, as well as an outside look at the

_jLittauer School of Public Affairs. I wonder if the type of
ijViv architecture embodied in these schools will not come pretty

Inear to serving our purposes. At any rate I hope you can manage
to see these new Harvard structures.

"Do you know who was the architect of the new Hopkins, for
Gilman Hall, the central building of the Hopkins group, appeals
also to me as worth considering?

"Prom informal conversations with the members of the
faculty I am rather fsarful that, when their suggestions are
added up, they are going to require a building far beyond

. anything that Mr. Bamberger contemplates in point of

construction and upkeep. However, I have had no final information
from any of the groups up to the present time."

K-Vo

Pile I-?
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BUILDINGS AND GROUNDS Facilities

The the Faculty to Dr. F'lezner, Novc 5> 1937 in regard to
recommendations with respect to accoraodations in Fuld Hallo

Filed, under Chronological File under 1937>

S File, Housing Plans, .Fuld Hall
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PRELIMINARY DRAFT November 5, 1937

MEMORA.NIIUM

TO: Dr. Flexner

From: ^ The Faculty

Subj e c t: Recommendations, with respect to accomodations. in Fuld Hall

These recommendations with respect to accommodation for the Institute in

Fuld Hall are based upon the following four objectives:-

1« That, insofar as practicable, the present scattered quarters oc-
cupied by the varioxis b]
centrated in Fuld Hall.
cupied by the varioxis branches of the Institute are to be con-

2. That Fuld Hall provide a genuine focus or center for the Institute
as a whole. In other words, we regard the possibility of daily
'informal contact between professors ir the different branches of

• the Institute as a factor of fundamental importance in its future
development,

3» That some leeway shall be provided in Fuld Hall for growth of
- Institute activities (l) by providing a modest excess of accommo-
dation over current minimum needs, and (2) by providing in the
basic architectural plan for future additions to "he made to Fuld
Hall as they may be needed.

U. 'That full cooperation with Princeton University be preserved.

With these objectives in mind, specific space requirements for Fuld Hall

can best be discussed under five main heads:-

1. Requirements for the Administration.

2. Requirements for activities that are common to all branches of
the Institute.

3» Requirements for work in the School of Mathematics and Theoretical
Physics.

if. Requirements for work in the School of Economics and Politics.

5. Requirements for work in the School of Humanistic Studies.
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(Our tentative recommendations with respect to three of these five main

heads, namely, 2, 3, and H, are discussed separately below. In order the&thls >i ij-

) "be
document may lend itself through expansion to serve as the "basis for a complete ) dro-onec

) later.
report on requirements for Paid Hall, should such use prove to "be desirable, )

)
we have also, however, made provision in the following discussion for incorporar-)

| )
tion of the sections discussing the two remaining heads, 1 and 5»)

A. Requirements for .the, accommodation of the Director, the Secretary, and
the administrative staff* (To "be incorporated later, if dejsired).

B. Space requirements for activities that are common, to all "branches of the
Institute,

Besides purely service rooms such as heating and s torage rooms,
janitor's quarters, etc., all groups in the Institute will have a com-
mon need for certain rooms, the use of which may "be shared, namely
seminar or conference rooms, lecture rooms, a social room, and possibly
a lunch room,

Seminar o r confer ence_ rooms«

We recommend that three seminar or conference rooms "be provided,
Each should "be equipped with a large conference table capable of seat-
ing ten to twelve persons, ten or twelve conference chairs, and a
double sliding "blackboard with modern overhead blackboard lighting,
These rooms will be used interchangeably "by all three groups in the
Institute, both for group seminars of members, and for the numerous
special conferences which require somewhat more space than that pro-
vided by a professor's study.

IJecture

There will be need for at least one lecture room, similar to the I
small lecture room of Fine Hall, seating about U5 persons. This also
should "be equipped with double sliding blackboards and modern black-
board lighting. In addition, there will be occasions when a larger
lecture room capable of seating from 150 to 200 persons wilj be needed.
We hesitate, however, to include this room as part of the essential

"minimum equipment of Fuld Hall, It may be that such a room can be
worked out as an alternative use of the common room or of the lunch
room,
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It is also possible that the Institute may get along by borrowing one
of the larger lecture rooms of Princeton university on occasion. We
simply wish to stress here that there are definite essential needs for
a lecture room of this size and that the plans of the Institute should
take this need into account either (a) "by providing a special large

; lecture room in Puld Hall, or ('b) by providing for conversion of the
;. common room or lunch room at Fold Hall into a lecture room, or (c) by
:making definite arrangements with the University for the availability
vof a large hall when the occasion demands,

A common social room.

A common or social room will offer great advantages in facilita-
' ting contact among workers in the Institute, between workers and faculty,
j and within the faculty* At present the conmon room at Fine Hall serves

^' this purpose admirably insofar as the School of Mathematics is concerned.
The other groups, however, are left without means of informal contact
with the result that weeks frequently pass without members of the various
faculties seeing each other. We regard an adequate common room at Fold
Hall, capable of 'accommodating the whole Institute family at a daily

La. tea as a potential factor of great promise in the development of the
Institute, In addition to this function, it should be ms.de available
for informal dances among the younger group whose social life at pre-
sent is undoubtedly too limited, TO serve both purposes there should
be a small jadjoj.nj.ng kitchen for the preparation of tea and light re-

freshments. There shouTcfalso be provision of a radio for dances and,
AMM-*~- 5 if possible, a good piano for the use of temporary members.

Dining or lunch room.

In this connection we desire to raise a question concerning the
; desirability of more adequate kitchen facilities capable of providing

*", | lunches for the Institute group as a whole. Should Fuld__Hall _be lo-
A ^ cated on, the Olden Tract, definite provision of some kind will have to

;|be made with respect to'Tunches, especially for a considerable number
i 'of the younger members. These members have no cars and will live much
" too far away to permit walking back and forth, especially in inclement .

weather. On a minimum basis this need might be met by providing the
small kitchen referred to above with facilities for making coffee, etc.

, to supplement lunches carried from home. In general this would seem
an unsatisfactory solution except as a temporary sxpe$41aat. We recom-

iment that serious consideration be given to the problem of providing at
jleast a regular lunch room similar to that operated by the Rockefeller
'(Institute at Plainsboro. There are some members of the Faculty who are
i inclined to recommend that evening dinners al^o be served.
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Space requirements for the School of Mathematics and Mathematical Physics.

It is important that in providing adequate space for the School
of Mathematics and Mathematical Physics we do not sacrifice objectives
whi ch a re close to the heart of what the Institute is trying to accom-
plish. We have in the School of Mathematics at present a living em-
bodiment of these ideals. In Pine Hall there are gathered under one

/roof a most distinguished group of resident scholars, namely the per-
j rnanent faculties in Mathematics of Princeton University and of the In-
Lstitute for Advanced Study. Each year there are mingled with them a

temporary group of scholars from other seats of learning all over the
(world. All of the scholars in this latter group have achieved at least
i the Ph,D. level of proficiency. A great proportion are much farther
'advanced. An important constituent represents a level of distinction as
\h as that sought for in the permanent resident faculty. Because of

the advantages afforded by the layout of Pine Hall, this group is able
to function at a high level of efficiency with a minimum of organization
and mechanism. The factor of propinquity alone provides an intellectual

| ./stimulus of mind on mind through informal day-to-day contacts that would
be' difficult if not impossible to replace through more highly organized

^procedures.

The phys^ical requirements of this group have outgrown the capacities
of Pine Hall. We must '"re'cognize that already, •Ten'"before the Institute

; undeTfaTFesHfco expand its work in mathematics into the field of'tTie'ore'tl-
: cal pjny.sles, the work of the mathematics group is subject to space limi-
tations, Por example, the plans for Pine Hall included originally pro-
vision for studies for National Hg,gg,ar,cJi..,Z?H.ows s^cL other distinguished
visitors. The needs of the institute, however, have reduced this provi-
sion to a minimum. At the present time no one who is not on the per-
manent staff of the Institute or a teacher in the University has an in-
dividual study in Pine'Hall, There are no studies for visitors such as
Hardy and Bohr. This year Professors Ms.cUnffee, Hlavaty, Wintner, Wall
and Morrey a're unprovided for, not to mention numerous National Research
Pellows and workers. There is only one room for all of the Institute
assistants.

The physical remova,J^X«Ai;I,^,fill,&l>§, :̂rouP *° Puld Hall will improve
the current situation enormously simply becauslF~it will relieve real con-
gestion. It does not, however, offer a completely satisfactory solution
to the problem, since it will impair to a certain extent the present ad-
vantages in the way of informal day-to-day contact which result from
sheer propinquity ia Pine Hall. We will have two centers of mathematical
activity in Princeton. Though contact between them continues to "be close,
it will necessarily be much more formal than it is today. It is for this
reason that the mathematical group have for some time held that an addition
£o Pine Hall sufficiently large to accommodate adequately both their cur-

1 rent activities and the new activities that are contemplated under the
program in theoretical physics is a better solution to their immediate

Beatrice Stern research files, Chronological Files, Box 2, 1937 
From the Shelby White and Leon Levy Archives Center, Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, NJ, USA



-5-

problem. Even this solution, however, assuming that it-were feasible,
would entail serious sacrifice from the point jsfjriew of the Institute
as a whole. It would permanently remove all possibility of insuring
informal day-to-day contact within the Institute between the faculties
in mathematics and theoretical physics, on the one hand, and the human-
ists and social scientists on the other, contacts which also hold great
promise for the development of the Institute.

We have incorporated this long discussion of the problem with re-
gard to the mathematicians in this memorandum because it epitomizes the
type of problem which the whole Institute must face in planning Fold
Hall. It demonstrates, furthermore, that compromises must be made and
that no completely ideal solution is practical, since such a solution
would require for the Mathematics group alone facilities in Fold Hall
capable of meeting the full demands now made on Pine Hall by the Univer-
sity as well as the Institute, in addition to contemplated increases in
those demands, and would leave little further use for Fine Hall either
by the University or by the Institute.

S.tudieg.

On the assumption that Fine Hall continues as the major center of
.work in mathematics, minimum needs in Fuld Hall will be limited to five
.large studies and ten smaller studies. Should the center of work be re-
moved to Fuld Hall, on the other hand, these requirements would be doubled,
i.e., ten large and twenty smaller stTidies would represent minimum require-
ments. In both cases a larger number of studies could be profitably used.

Cjn^f-^A, i • •
. By large studies we mean rooms appfeoziiiLating in size and accommoda-

tion^ those now enjoyed by Professors Veblen and Alexander in Fine Hall,
These are about !<?' x 2U* and are sufficiently commodious, not only to
meet routine needs for documents, books, etc., and conferences with in-
dividual visitors, but also to serve as informal seminar rooms where half
a dozen students and colleagues may gather to discuss mathematical ques-
tions with the aid of a blackboard. Meetings of this sort form a most
important spontaneous activity which would be seriously hampered if such
informal groups were obliged to repair to public rooms for discussion.
It has also been demonstrated in Fine Hall that the provision of attrac-
tive accommodations for professors has the effect of inducing them to
center their work at that place rather than at home, a factor which makes
them much more accessible to students and colleagues. These plans con-
template a study of this type for each of the permanent professors.
Should Fine Hall continue as the main center of activity, two of._the
present Institute faculty in Fine Hall would be moved to Fold Hall to
establish a proper liaison between the two centers. This would release
two s tudies in Fine Hall which are urgently needed there on the basis

iof present activity, and leave three additional studies in Fuld Hall to
'meet the expansion contemplated in the program in theoretical physics.
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The smaller studies recommended above should "be similar in design
to quarters of the same type in Pine Hall which are about IJ1 z IS1 in
dimension. One such smaller study should "be located adjacent to each
of the larger studies for the use of members who act as special assis-
tants to the professors. They would also "be available in that case to
take on the overflow from the professor's study such as filing cabinets,
private collections of reprints, etc. The remaining smaller sti.id.ies
are intended for the use of visiting members. It is contemplated that
the more mature of the members, visiting professors of the highest dis-
tinction from other universities in different parts of the world, should
be tendered studies of this character for their sole use. It is impor-
tant to provide this accommodation because their temporary living quar-
ters in Princeton are usually very restricted and also because it is
desirable to make them easily accessible to other workers. Younger and
less ma.ture workers would be assigned to this same tyis of study on a
sharing basis, two or possibly more to a room*

Equipment needs for both types of study can be ascertained from the
experience of Fine Hall. Special attention, however, should be given
to adequate light and sound-proofing,

Library.

All of the mathematicians feel that adequate library facilities
will be required at Fold Hall, even in case Fine Hall continues to house
the greater jscrt of their work. Without a working library the value of
Fold Hall will be seriously qualified. It is estimated that an initial
outlay of $UO,000 will be sufficient to establish such a library and that
an annual allowance of $5,000 for books and isriodicals will be suffi-
cient to keep it up to date and also to supplement from time to time
less urgent basic equipment that is not purchased at the outset. The
library at Fine Hall would continue to be the source of old and rare

/books. It is felt that experienced assistance would be required to
! catalogue the library, but that its maintenance could be assigned to
one or more of the recipients of stipends.

Secretarial rooms.

The secretary of the mathematics group now oversees or performs the
following taWiff' correspondence, ordering of mail, typing of papers and
notes, mimeographing, sale and storage of planographed notes involving
a considerable publishing business. We feel that the bulk of this ac-
tivity should be removed to Fuld Hall. Two rooms will be needed, one
for typing and receiving dictation, and another to serve as a post of-
fice and room, for temporary assistants working at typing, mimeographing,
etc. They should be provided with adequate filing cases and storage
space for supplies and notes.
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D» Space requirements for the School of Economics and Politics.

At the present time the School of Economics and Politics is still
in a. developmental stage. Its requirements, therefore, are subject to
considerable ezpansion, should additional appointments be contemplated.
To meet present requirements alone, three large studies and three ad-
joining smalleir3s tudi e s of the type outlined in the recommendations for
the mathematical group will be sufficient. Two secretarial rooms should
also be provided. This will give each of the professors an adequate
study and at the same time will provide rooms for secretaries and for
visiting members. Present library, filing case and storage requirements
can also be taken Care of adequately in these rooms* Space needs for
conferences, etc. 'will be met by the seminar rooms provided for in the
common requirements outlined above. We would advise that the studies
be furnished with blackboards, to make them interchangeable with studies
of the mathematicians. When used by the socia.1 scientists this wall
space will be available for the hanging of economic charts, maps, etc.
We feel that this provision will make the equipment of Fold Hall more
flexibleffor alternate uses by the different groups.

The School of Economics and Politics will, of course, need a con-
siderably larger amount of space than this, as and when it expands.
With respect to the s]Sce required for this expansion, we recommend that
one large study gild two smaller studig_s of the type outlined above be
provided for each additional permanent appointment to the faculty of
the school. One of these smaller studies should adjoin each larger
study. This added space would provide studies for each additional ap-
pointee to the faculty. It would also provide rooms for such secre-
taries, assistants and distinguished visitors as would beoome members
of the group. In. view of the fact that the work in the Social Science

j group is more likely to espand rapidly from its present level than that
J of either of the other groups0 we recommend that estimates for future

space requirements of this group be made on a liberal rather than on a
conservative basis. Since the equipment required for the social science
group is interchangeable to a large extent with that needed by the

: Mathematicians, the marginal space requirement of both groups can be
planned as a unit*

E. Space requirements for the School of Humanistic Studies, (To be incor-
porated later.)

Beatrice Stern research files, Chronological Files, Box 2, 1937 
From the Shelby White and Leon Levy Archives Center, Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, NJ, USA



•s , f <J,<b
43

s fo OOj
r^\»

BUILDINGS AND GROUNDS Facilities i|vy"VvM

FIEXNEH, A. Biographical
MAASS. H. H.

At the Trustees' meeting of October 11, 1937, Flexner^
announced that the Founders had told him during their vacation

1 at Oyster Bav in the summer that they now tnought the Institute
should be housed in a building, and that they were prepared to
give the building to the Institute without any drain on the
Institute 's capital or income. Accordingly, the Trustees '
meeting passed a resolution thanking the Founders and
authorizing the Committee on Buildings and Grounds to investigate
the matter of who should undertake the planning and
construction of the building ana of the 1 andscaping.

^, . i"*\' Minutes, Octooer 11, 1937•)

Veblen to Flexner, November 12, 1937*

Veblen lays down wh^t is, apparently, the fi,rjt general
'result of discussion among the professors in the Faculty,

together with a memorandum of the needs of the mathematical
faculty as worked out by themselves. SksyxpKiaHxdtsxfeka
The first prospectus provides approximately as follows:

(1) Director's office: four well-lighted rooms for
Flexner, Mrs. Bailey and the administrative staff . He suggests
that Flexner should specify the requirements a little more°

\, and he adds, "I wish that you would specify for
\the Director a room at least as large as those desired by
the professors, even though you don' t want it,"

(2) Studies for Professors: 'J-'he professors generally
| want the same thing, rooms comparable to those occupied by
I Alexander ana Vobi&n in Fine Hall. The room would be
\y 18' x 21}.' ana gives space, therefore for a
large working table, blackboard, 'charts, and a meeting place
for a group of half a dozen students or colleagues. Near to
the professor's stuay should be a smaller room" for the
professor 's assistant. This would mean at least Ijp large ^ s- 5-
| rooms and L^ smaller rooms. Veblen adds that his current ^ /

•" count of professors at the Institute is llf.. J<V ^
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(3) There should be 20 studies for distinguished
visitors, approximately 15' by ib1' or less.

(If.) Special needs of the School of Humanistic Studies:
Two rooms for Herzfeld and Merit t, respectively, with
laboratories,, special shelving, and spaces for objects d 'arto

(5) Library: He estimates a library for 1^,000 volumes.

(6) Secretarial Rooms: Each School requires 1 or 2
secretarial rooms for its purposes.

(7) Lecture and Seminar Rooms: 2 small lecture rooms
each for ij.5, and 2 seminar rooms about 16' by 28'.

(8) There should, be a large Qommon Room capable of
seating 150 people, and preferably with projection apparatus
and blackboard o

(9) Lunch rioom;

(10) Women's Room in additional to normal toilet accommodations.

KSn^

'unru..

T-o

/o

lit,

1 1 jju.

Lx u^<wi

' )

FJ

Strv.

)l U

Is'

4^
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(11) Very adequate parking space.

On November 1?, he re-submits this to Flexner with a
/, statement that, "Johnny anct I have gone over it together and
1 estimate that the cubit, contents will not exceed 600,000 cubic
''feet? and that £l a cubic foot is a large allowance for building
at the time.

November 22, 1937, Flexner to Maass.

He evidently transmits the memorandum, and now suggests
two changes:

(1) The library can be cut to 10,000 square feet, and
the shelves to about If.,000 feet.

(2) The lunch room should also have an additional room,
a small dining room, in which a small luncheon party for 10
or 12 people could be givene This will be for ceremonial visits
of distinguished visitors, etc« He also sends at the same time
special design for Professor Herzfeld's library.

Maass to Flexner, November 21)., 19370

"I jb was a great satisfaction to learn f rom your
telephone conversation this morning that Mr0 Bamberger and

\ Mrs. Fuld have not circumscribed us in planning the new building
by fixing any rigid amount'~which they are willing to spend,
but that they prefer to approach it from the standpoint of
planning an adequate but not extravagant building, the cost
of which they are ready to defray, ana I shall, of course,
take up the matter accordingly,,"

Attached to here is an undated extra copy of a
memorandum, evidently deriving from the original memorandum /
after conference. It is marked 193?. C^'l** •**&? **•«•«». C~ ff*»j«frl

wnc/ar- 8/Jpr. . C.r.~**fS . frc.;i.-e

Thereafter, the Committee set about canvassing the
procedures whereby they could secure the best architectural
p-lans o There were a number of aaaJiz candidates among
architectural firms suggested by the experience of one or
another of the Building Committee or the professors or the
Trustees. In the beginning, /Maass ia^ovember 22, 1937) informs
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Flexner that he has written to 6 architects asking them
whether they would be willing to undertake to f urnish studies
and the cost of the studies in each instance. There is some
confusion about this.

Coolidge
/ Ay^fiSiLt® is very desirous of seeing Shepley,of the firm

of/Shepley, Bulfinch & Abbott who did some work at Harvard,
considered. He also is very eager to see Gnani and Ferguson
considered. They have done work at Swarthmore which he
likes very mich.

Plexner early, uodsr an arrangement with Maass, took
the position that all communications from the architects,
etc. should go direct^ to Mr. Maass, and, also, acted to prevent
Veblen, Aydelotte, et al, from going off on their own in
discussions. Maass apparently handled all arrangements, and
his files should, therefore, be most helpful in supplementation
of the files of the Institute.

Maass handled a situation with the Institute of Architects
by which something closely approaching a competition was
authorized, although the charter of the Institute of Architects,

\n Institute of Architects) ruled against such

competitions. It was understood that the architects who were
invited to consider the Institute's needs and provide
basic plans would be paid, by the Institute for such plans,
even though their plans were not chosen in the final award,,

Plexner to Maass, December 1$, 1937o

Veblen has informed him Maass tola, him about a visit
of Cram and Ferguson's man, Mr. Hoyle, set for December 16,
1937. "The prospect of a visit from an architect usually costs
Professor Veblen a day's work ana a night's sleep. I think
it would be better if you notified me of visitations connected

\h the buildings, so that I can communicate the information
I to Veblen in a way that imposes no responsibility upon him0o.
|I could get Aydelotte here so as to share the responsibility
''in your absence, and also save Veblen from the necessity of
breaking a number of appointments tomorrow. He is a most
excellent person, but the worrf 'building1 or 'farm' has an
intoxicating effect upon him.

"I talked to President Dodds this morning about his
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experience with architects. He said that the University had
found that, though they obtained a similar ruling to that which
you have obtained fro$ the New York chapter of architects,
XMMXXX [allowing a number of architects to consider the plans]
these architects are an undisciplined lot of artists and they
made difficulties about just the sort of thing we are doing
and what he had previously tried to do0 He found that the only
way he could get ahead expeditiously was to take the architects
one at a time, pay each one as he finished, and drop him for
the time being, before going ahead with another. In the long
run, he said, we would save time and avoid the sort of
situation into which we are apparently drifting, and we are
still free to use any one of those who matTes preliminary plans,
or to go to an entirely different person0"

Maass wrote, January 1?, 1938> "to Cram & Ferguson, and
three other firms, including the successful man, Jens Frederick
Larson, informing them that what was wanted was not a
'competition, but rather "a more or less philosophical treatise
which embodying the thoughts herein outlined, would result
in the projection of a program that would appeal to the
Trustees and the Building Committee and enable them therefrom

to judge not alone which such thesis best visualized the
Institute and its future but which author appeals to them as
the one with whom they could best conduct the relationship that
must exist between the Institute and an architect whose ideas
will create an arrangement for the future to which the Board
of Trustees is ready to commit itself0"

Flexnei? to Maass, March 22, 1938.

are two points which he woi Id like to make in
connection with the building:

(1) That you write a letter to each of the architects,
telling him that we desire the building to be ready for
occupancy September 1, 1939. This means that their initial
sketches should, be in our hands within a reasonable time -
say four weeks from this date. We can then make our choice and
set the architect to work, in the hope that the building
operations may begin during the coming summer.

(2) That you should ask each architect to submit in
connection with his sketch his estimate of what the building will cost,
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He understands that these estimates cannot be firm,
but that they should give some means of guidance to the
Committee,,

He also suggests that since all the architects have given
far more time and thought to the project than he could have
imagined, the Building Committee might be willing to consider
whether or not we ought to increase the amount we will pay
each of the architects who submits plans. This should not,
however, be mentioned to any of the architects.

Maass to Plexner, March 21]., 19380

He has already concluded that the architects should be
told to have their studies in fchx his hands by April 20, and
has advised them0

The award was made to Larson, and the file does not
disclose how it was done, or when; presumably those papers
will be in Mr. Maass' files. , -,

H J o

D Pile, Puld Hall — Architectural Plans & Proposals
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1937 .

ARCHAEOLOGY Academic Activities

HARIARD Relations W'OAI

BRYN MAWR

FLEXNE3, A,

GOLDMAN, JULIUS

GOLDMAN, HETTI

Flexner to Sas. Julius Goldman, November 12, 1937*

Informs him that since it is apparent Harvard will sat cooperate
further in financing the Tarsus work, a sum of £7000 is involved,, He
dees not say for what period of timea He thinks that Bryn Mawr makes
a contribution of 025>00 when the work starts.

Goldman to Flexner, ll/l£/37o

Harvard will not cooperate any further, "and in fact during all of
the years that Hetty has been excavating in the name of Harvard, that

institution has never contributed more than 0£>,GOO and all of the
expenses connected with Hetty's work have been paid by me, including the
cost of publication of Hetty's work made by Harvard."

Hetty's plans for the future cover four years requiring 036,000.
Bryn Mawr has commit fed itself to 02,£00 ijEOSLxJaosxyHaaas a year for two years
which together with Julius1/ contribution makes 02̂ ,000. He does not
know whether Bryn Mawr will continue to contribute. He believes the

I ArGheoiogicjal InsiAtwta of America will decide whether to pay something
« toward the costs, and thinks it will be about 010,000, leaving 01,000 to
be made up. He does notwish to make any further contributions at the
\present time to the Institute, but in his will is leaving a provision that
jany amount needed to raise the 036,000 will come out of his estate in the
event of his death,,

K/v/k~&4^ »NVw n (r s cL-Jt^*^, -™. *J-Q^ -JC
. ,i»i*

xW ^"^ C"'€W -

D File, Goldman, Hetty, 1936-19ij4 . £**

Beatrice Stern research files, Chronological Files, Box 2, 1937 
From the Shelby White and Leon Levy Archives Center, Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, NJ, USA



GIESE, J.H. Biographical

WALLMANN

VON NEUMANN, JOHN <^

PRINCETON UNIVERSITY Relations WOAI

von Neumann (Princeton) to Flexner (Princeton):

"As you will remember, ̂r. Wallmann has done work for the Editors of the Annals
which was paid for by the Institute. Mr. Wallman cannot continue because he has received
a Proctor Fellowship. The Editors would like to appoint Mr. J.H. Giese, of 22 fea Graduate
College, in Mailman's place. May I suggest therefore that Mr. Mailman's stipend be paid
in future to Mr. Giese? If this meets with your approval I will communicate to you the
time when ̂ r. Giese actually began his work for us."

File 11-21).
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11/19

PRINCETON UNIVERSITY

VEBLEN, 0.

Relations W. 0. A. I.

Meeting at dinner of Liaison Committee I. A. S. and Princeton
University set for 19th November

je,, bef ,

(Letters Aydelotte to Veblen 9/30/37 and Aydelotte to Plexner 9/30/3?

A. Pile I. A. S. (home)
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937 12/3
12/7

BUILDINGS AM) GROUNDS (COMMON ROOM Facilities
A LA OXFORD HIGH TABLE)

LOWE, E. A. Biographical

FLEXNER, A.

Correspondence regarding Common Room. Lowe implies
Flexner could persuade founders to provide room where
professors could dine their friends. Flexner says they wouldn't
be persuaded—better not try.

A, 10/18/56, A. E. Lowe
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37 12/6
12/11

GUGGENHEIM Foundations

MASON, ALPHEUS Biographical

FLEXNER, A.

AIDELOTTE, F.

Flexner to Aydelotte, December 6, 1937-

Flexner has asked Aydelotte to aid in securing a
Guggenheim Fellowship for Mason who will be released by
Princeton February 1, 1938 to complete his book on Justice
Brandeis. ( V<J^*~-A~ ̂  Â -Jĵ Ĵ j fe» t̂ ux/uwU ̂ '>̂ U2̂ 3

Aydelotte replies December 8, that he cannot help. There
are too many calls on Guggenheim funds and the request is
late. He hesitates to use influence.

On December 11, Flexner lilies that he was not asking
Aydelotte to use his personal influence, and suggests it is
best "under the circumstances" not to bring the Mason application

before Moe at all.

1-7
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PLEXNER, A. Biographical

EARLE, E. M. »
SAju . i

MITRANY

POLICIES Administration

Earle starts making plans vigorously which he writes
to Flexner in a letter dated December 30, 1937? to brin&
Langer from Harvard, Bailey from Stanford, Sprout from
the Political Science Department at Princeton, etc. Also he
is publishing an article in the Political Science Quarterly
in March <foy-"Earle, the substance of which he had sent to
Plexner originally as a typewritten memo and which will
appear under the name, American Military Policy and National
Security*

Flexner »s letter to Earle of January ij., 1938, indicates
there was some kind of an upset when they met on t he afternoon
of January 3 and had a long discussion. First Plexner
undertakes to tell kiaucikat Earle that it is not his place
to invite scholars from other universities directly; that

Plexner is very careful of protocol in this matter, and
must be informed so that he may make the appropriate approach
to the President of the university.

He deprecates the talk which Earle had with Crane of
the Social Science Research Council about a crisis, and points

out delicately that Earle is a scholar and not a journalist.
Invites Earle to sit down with him and discuss what they can
do. We have no responsibility for action, but we have
enormous responsibility for ascertaining facts and s eeing to
it that they are made available,"

"I think the considerations which I have mentioned above
ought to govern the form and spirit in which your article is
re-written for the Political Science Quarterly.11 You should
be a scholar - not frfrart an advocate. '

Plexner goes on to reassert his fafrh in autonomous
schools. "Now let us see whether the faculty can live up to
its part, which is stated on the same page in the same
bulletin [page 3, Bulletin 2], This little excitement in
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/reference to Mitrany may have served a good purpose of It
banishes once and for all the thought of any fundamenta^fehanges
for the next twenty-five years. Meanwhile, if the Institute
fails it will not fail because of the Board of Trustees; it
will fail because the men chosen to be professors have not
been equal to their opportunities, for they have their fate in
their own hands in your department and in the humanistic
department, as they have in the mathematical department."

Earle, January 26, 1938, sends to Dear Abe the copy of
his re c ast article for the Political Science Quarterly. HIS
letter of transmlttal is exceedingly formal.

D, Earle, Edward M, 1936-1939
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1937

ASSETS AND IHBILITIES

Assets and liabilities as of 12/31/37

Tr. Kin. - 1/24/38 - p. 13
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