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Copy to Miss Miller

U

3P

June 19, 1947

John O, Wister, Eaq.
Swarthrore College
Swarthmore, Penneylvania
Dear Johni

I have your letter of June 1&th and should like
to refer it to Dr. Oppenhelmer when he comes here ;t
the #nd of the summer, I know that he ig keenly
intereated in larndscaping. Meanwhile you understand,
of ocourge, that the gsum of $5,000 appropriated for
landacaping the new housea was for the year 1947 and
does not mean that further sums would not be avallable
in future years. I want you to talk this whole matter
‘over with Oppenheimer at the first opportunity.

Youre elncerely,

Frank Aylelotte
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JOHN C. WISTER
LANDSCAPE ARCHITECT
SWARTHMORE COLLEGE

SWARTHMORE, PA.
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June 18, 1947
rank aydelotte
tute for sLovzanced Study
eton, New Jersey
br. sydelotte:
I have seznted to come over to talk to you but

been kept so busy here thet I nave not been &ble
Perhaps I cen do so before you Zo aw

y for the
2

r. van you tell me when that will be

It has seemed tc me more znd more that it would
‘or me to s=e in & bill for o rvices

tter ¥y S

ting various plans for you beginning sbout a

ago znd going, let us say, ux tae first of

of this year ana then let the le thing rest
the new director takes over from you. He could

perfectly free to get other

the work or to engage me as
may be unmTeir te him to have

ligzated to go on with me. 1 woubt wve

do & job satisfactory to ~im

ng ayselfi unaer thes present circ
f=2

Teel persons to

ne

within the .irmitetions the trustees wisn fto »ut on
the expenditure. £s I wrote vyou before 1 ucn!'t want
to undertake doing a job which I &m surs o one will

like.

tower:

£0 OV

I heave ruite & tfull week next week but perhaps
1s the end of it I may be zvle to cone over to
er this with wyou.

Very sincerely,

O Lot
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26 May 1949

L
. 8}

Dear Mr. Sradley:

I am delighted to hear indirectly that
you have been consulting Jchn Wister about the Bamberger
walk and the lake. I conslder him honest and conscientious
above any landscape architect that I know, and he has
the most delightful taste.

I don't kmow whether you know that he

was the man who lald gut the garden around Olden Manor
for us when we came to the Institute in 1940. In my
opinion 1t 1s about the most bsautiful garden in Princeton.
He has helped us a certaim amount with our gerden at
88 Rattle Road, but of coarse there 1s nothing iike the
opportunity there that he had st 0lden Msnor. Incidentally,
the plants at 0Olden ‘lanor, cons!sting of several truck
loads, were & gift from Swarthmore College.

, You will find Jchn Wister diflident and
reserved, but if you insist you will find that he will
do anything that needs toc be done and will do it bette
then almost anyone else could.

Yours sincerely,

William Bradley, Esqe
=52 Institute for Advanﬁed Study
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Wislea

{ / THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY
i Founded by M. Louis Bamberger and Mrs. Felix Fuld
‘ PRINCETON, NEW JERSEY

g
July 3, 1940
Dear Dr. Aydelotte:

As Mrs. Aydelotte said that you would probably not come to
Princeton until the middle of next week, I am sending you a few letters
that you may wish to have before that time.

1. Letter from Mr. Maass

2. Letter from lir. Wister

3. Letter from Mr. Hooton

L. Letter from President Ogilby

5. Letter from ¥r. Graves

At Mrs. Aydelotte's request I telephoned Mr. Greey this
morning asbout the work at Olden Manor. He said that there was a second
man at work on the floor today and had been most of yssterdsy. He stated
that the second floor would be finished today and that =211 the rest of the
work was moving according to schedule.

Mrs. Aydelotte also asked that I telsphone Mr. Bergen to arrange
for a visit to the little house occupied by the Pullen Family. lir. Bergen
said that it would be advisable to let him know the day before so that someone
would be at home, as all the members of the family work, and the house is
locked in the daytime. iy, Bergen said that the Institute Committee had
spent £2,000 on repairing the house occupied by the colored family, the
Brittinghams, but had done little on the smeller house. It is heated by
a stove, 2 windmill takes care of the water supply. There is electricity

in the house but no conveniences. There are a fair-sized room, a smaller

room, and kitchen on the first flcor, and two or three smzll bedrooms on

the second floor. Ilir. Bergen thought it in poor condition, whichis not

promising for your Albert. ﬂk 7ow~a,
) | : 22,,/ S, Bate,
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JOHN C. WISTER
LANDSCAPE ARCHITECT
WISTER STREET AND CLARKSON AVENUE
GERMANTOWN, PHILADELPHIA

July 1, 1940.

Dr. Frank Aydelotte,
Institute for Advanced Study,
Princeton, New Jersey.

Dear Dr. Aydelotte:

Thank you for your letter. I am sorry,
of course, that you cannot put the driveway through this
year., I don't know if that means that you cennot start the
planting, but in any case as I have told you before, I want
to come up and go over the new survey with you, and make
any additional suggestions based on the findings of that
survey, particularly about the terraces. I can reach much
wiser conclusions about this than before the survey was made.

I gathered from your letter that you would
be back in Swarthmore the early part of this week, and there-
fore wouléd not want me in Princeton, btut as I told you before
I could come to you any day the week of July 8th, although
preferably not on Wednesday or Saturday. I could also come
over after July 16th, at any time that you might set.

I am glad you are plessed with the report.
I thought it looked very well and I have had very pleasant
acknowledgments of it from various people. In addition to
the regular college mallling list 1t has been sent to over 800
people, who we either knew to be already interested in Swarthmore,
or who we hope may become interested in it after they read it.

Since I delivered the report to you and
telked about it to you in the winter, I have been thinking a
great desl zbout the second part of this report. It runs close
to 650 pages and contains I believe very valuable materiesl,
You will remember I asked you if you would be willing to send
the College copy to the Arnold Arboretum, the New York Botanicel
Garden, the Brooklyn Botesnic Garden, or the Missourl Botanical
garden, to get the opinion of competent persons there, whether
they believed it 1s veluable enough to print. It does not seem
to me that Swarthmore College should take any action on it
until some such outside opinion was secured. If one or more
of the directors of these other Institutions thought well of
it I still hope that you or Dr, Nason would feel like applying
to the American Philosophical Society for a grant to print it.

There is the other possibility of mimeogrephing
or photostating a limited number of copies for distribution to
botenical gardens. I would be willing to have this done as =z
last resort, but only after we had exhausted the possibilities
of having it printed, which seem to be so much better. It would
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not be cheap at all to reproduce a small number of coples,
in fect T would gather it would run from five hundred to one
thousand dollars to do it satisfactorily. I have had no
printing estimates on it, but it probably would be well to
get them in order to get some 1dea of the difference in
price. When Dr. J. Horace McFarlend was last in Swarthmore
he asked me to submit a copy to him so that he might con-
sider the possibility of printing it for us, or hesve some
publisher do 1t. I have not as yet done this, as I have no
copy avellable, but Mrs., Scott has lent me her copy for the
summer so I may send it up there.

As I told you this report covers not only
the 5,000 different plants we are growing at Swarthmore, but
2500 in =addition that we either expect to grow when we can
get them, or which we definitely do not wish to grow, and
therefore want to put them on record ss undesirsble for us.

It is my opinion that if there was a possibility of printing the
report this number should be drastically reduced and the number
of pages reduced accordingly. 650 typewritten peges is entilrely
too many, but whether it could be reduced below 500 without
seriously cutting out some of its value, I do not know.

The report has had some serious reading
since your copy was presented to you and a good many minor mis-
takes in spelling have been found. These, of course, would be
corrected before any printing, mimeograephing or photostating.
If there is any likelihood of any of these methods of repro-
duction I should like to spend at least three months next
sutumn or winter on the copy so that all mistakes can be elim-
inated and text condensed &s much as possible.

Yours sincerely,

(ﬂé C breh
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JENS FREDRICK LARSON
ARCHITECT

HANOVER. NEW HAMPSHIRE

THOMAS TASH. ENGINEER

STANLEY ORCUTT
JOHN E. NICHOLS

Moy 6, 1940

Dear Dr. Aydelotte:

I have instructed the
in the mercury switches. The difference in cost is
slight; it is in the pemnies rather thsn—th@\dollars.

I knew the propd cusing wov’
be a difficult one to handle, apd Au : =i sun
standings, it got momentarily owt W rofessa
Veblen is = wonderful peace maker. I can be he.

mmmuulmmm; 1-, to prepare
plot plan shewing the log ) BT

to help Earle a little &9
it more wvalusble to b

ing over your problems

pe everything goes well
ng in it.

Dr. Frank Aydelotte, Director
The Institute for Advanced Study
Princeton, N. J.
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6 May 1940
Dictated May 5

Degr Mr, Larcon:

Would it meke any serious difference 1in
the tudget for Olden Msnor if any new switches in-
stalled were those wonderful silent ones which we
have in Fuld Hall? If the budget allowed I should
love to have these switches all over the house, but
I suppoze that it would be extrevegant to change eny
which are already in operstion., If, however, you
considered it safe to do so I should be grateful if
you would give instructions that sny new ones put
in should be of this particuler new silent type. If
we could only have one I should like it in the bsth-
room between Mrs, Aydelotte's room and my own,

T understand you had a storm¥ time on
Friday in connection with the locetion of Professors'
houses, I wes sorry not to be there to assist
in the meeting but most gratefl to you for tackling
the problem,

Yours sincerely,

J. Predrick Larson, Esq.,
Henover, New Hampshire
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29 Aprii 1940

I =nm

Qa
=

eL1;nteﬁ to havs your letter of April
27th and to know thet th iz & chence of ycur being in
Princeton oa Fridey, ﬁay 3rd. T shcul Llove To see you
there and write iﬁmediately to ssk whether there is any
chance thaet you couild gat in eariizr than 12:0C o'clock noon.
I heve & m=seting in New Ycrk Friday afterncon at five. 1
heve not yet got the daylight saving time table, but with
trains as Lney z2re st present I shoul' huve to leave
Princeton at 2:18 to ke2p this sagage ent. If it is impos-
8ible for you to resach Princsiton hefore twalve, noocn, would
it be possible for you to stay the night and go over things
with &rs. Aydelotte, 3r. Greey, -nd me Saturdey morning?
That would be & greal convenisnce so far as we are concerned.

I note what you say about gutters, copper rcof,
and cinder block bezements. iy undsrstandiag 18 thet the
Matthews have hsd oxcelient expericence with cinder blicocck
foundstions in Prineceton, and T she:ld thiak that tThis scien-
omy could readily be made.

We are ncw contempiating the necessity cf leav-
ing off the porte-cochere for r:ascns o ex .ense. If we do
this, 1 hore we mey be able tc include the isundry inside
the $14,000 budget. If we heve tc omit the norte-cochers,
we shsll have to recesign san entrance pereh, levatory, ete.
I hore we can et l2ast aflord encurh roof tc keesp the rsin
off pecple while they ring tlhe _O“rnail, aad I shoulid like
the whcle business so designed that your originsl plsans
Tfor the prrte*cnche"e ecculd eventually be carried ocut.
Plesse let us know what woulc be necessary there.

Ycu have doubtless received my letter about
a little covered porch between the kitchen and the laundry.
Sinee I seant this off tc you I hrve wondered =hether we ere
stringing the house cut inic tco long and too thin a line.
If s0c, would you advise putting the laundry at right sngles,
accorning to the enc.ozed sgketch? 1 sholl bs grateful if
you wiii think this ovar and lst us h=ve ycur advice.
Thare are many other mmtters cf detaii sbout waich we want
to consult you. I emn especially szger to lesave out every
unessentizl i1 order to be abie to keep witiuin ths budget
thie things that will be mcst importsat for the sati:fsctory
running cof ths house.

Yours sincerely,
Jd. Fredrick Larscn, Esq.

Hsnover
New Hampshire
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Dear Mr. Wister:

Meny thanks for your lstter. I em delighted
that you heve been able to go cver things in Prianceton and
I am vary nmuch interested in your comments.

So far as cur recent planting is concerned
I did it oniy because it had been ccntracted for and
we could hardly break the sgreement. 1 tried to see to
it that the things were put in as nearly as possibie in
tie place you secmed to think sdvisable, but if in the
end it is necessary toc move these trees or cut them out,
we must do it.

we shall scon be gconfronted with the same
kind of problem in conneeticn with the Olden house. We
are raking rapid progress with the repairs and rancvations,
end I should like wvary much tc do something about the
garden this spring and summer. I plan scon te neve & lotb
of the rubbish cleesred away, and if my wife or 1 could
have a telk with you over there somet me withiin the next
few weeks, we shculd love to gelt yocur advice ebout the
pisnting. I propcse to chaage nothing until you Lave
had & chance tc look &t it and give me &n oninion.

I am sorry 1 have nct bsen z2ble to get an air-
pisne photograph tsaken yet, but I hooe to do it soon.
Meanwhile I shall send you the last of this week such maps

and plans &s asre availsble.

The Swerthmore carpus is a gresat joy to us
ali these days. Apparently everything is geing to bloom
at once, sad 1 only wish I could bring the Institute Trustees
tc see what has besn done here undar your skilful direction.

Yours sineere.y,

dohn C. Wister, Esqg.
Wister St. &and Clarkscn 4Ave.
Germantown, Fhilacelphia, Pa.
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JENS FREDRICK LARSON
ARCHITECT

HANOVER., NEW HAMPSHIRE

THOMAS TASH., ENGINEER

STANLEY ORCUTT

JOHN E. NICHOLS .lpril 27, 1240

OLDEN OR

e ——a

Hatthews Construetion Company,
Princeton, H. J.

¥r, E, B, Greey

Dear ¥r, Greey:

Enclosed iz the detail
built into the cornice.

I appreciate that
copper will inerease your eosts. S
Dr. Aydelotte on this hecause the Tonegqa Agtal is guite good
enough if painted each time the house i fainted. It will give a

0P : al\paint for such material.

A r at the gable ends,
acia and just add the crown
our return of the main cor-
sewhat on your budget to
o copper if that is necessary.

I have f
end feel that you can [1e
mold to it, as it picls
nice. This of course \
counteract the gutter ax

55ting that you select & stock skylight
T, Aydllotte speaks of a large flat one,
light with a2 vent would be best, and I do
ver £ ft. square in this room.

CC Dr. Aydelotte
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JENS FREDRICK LARSON
ARCHITECT

HANOVER, NEW HAMPSHIRE
THOMAS TASH, ENGINEER

STANLEY ORCUTT
JOHN P. CONE
FRANCIS H. MARSTON

April 27, 1940

OLDEN MANOR

Dear Dr. Aydelotte:

In reply to your two letters of April 25th, I
would say that I have a letter from Matthews Construction Company saying
that you have advised them to change the metzl work to copper, which is
81l right if you can afford it. Otherwise, the Toncsn metel would
simply have to be painted each time the house was painted.

I am sending Matthews a deteil of the built in gutters
and leaders. My point in leaving out the gutters was one of costs. On
the ground around the house I usually put a paving of broken stone, and
then plent a hedge 3 ft. from the house so that the drip fells behind it.
That was my idea vhen doing the roof but this of course is out if you
want a gutter.

On the question of the frieze in the gable ends, I am
suggesting that they leave it,as we find on our drawings that it would
not look at all bad, and it will effect a saving there which would go
toward the gutters and the change to copper.

The skylight should be a2 stock one and will neeé no
deteil.

Matthews can of course build the foundstions of the
porte-cochere and the servaents sitting room snd laundry of cinder tlock
if they can gusrentee it, as it certsinly will be a real economy.

I can go through New York next week on the way to one
of my colleges and be at Princeton Friday noon, May 3d, if this would be
helpful to you.

Enclosed is a copy of Matthews letter and of my reply.

Sincerely yours,
ElkL_\jEza_L~‘L<3¥’"“\\

Dr. Frank Aydelotte,
Swarthmore, Pa.
cc to Princeton

JFL
W
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MATTHEVS CONSTRUCTION COMPANY
Princeton, New Jersey

April 26, 1940

OLDEN MANOR

J. F. Larson, Architect
Hanover,
New Hampshire.

Dear Sir:

Dr. Aydelotte advised me that he had written you reguest-
ing that gutters be placed in the new cornice. This, of course,
will entail leaders and increase the cost of the sheet metzl work
materially especially as he wishes these made of copper. May we
have a deteil of the gutter you intend using and alsc leader loca-
tions.

Full size detezils for the cornice do not show the width
of the frieze on the rekes of the main house rcof. The present
frieze is 2'-5" wide with a moulcingin the center. Is it your
intention this be retained? If not, and a narrower frieze is to
be used it will be necessary to patch out all the clapboards on
the gables, and the saving could be used toward the gutters which
Dr. Aydelotte feels he wishes.

Dr. Aydelotte also wisches the roof on the second floor
extension made of coprer with a skylight in the linen closet in-
stead of Toncan metal as originally specified.

Could the foundations for the Porte-cochere ancd servants
sitting room be constructed of cinder concrete block parged on the
exterior with 3/4" cement plaster instead of poured concrete? The
cinder concrete block cen be lsid for the cost of the forms.

Very truly yours,
MATTHEVS CONSTRUCTION COMPANY

By E. B. Greey.
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JOHN C. WISTER
LANDSCAPE ARCHITECT
WISTER STREET AND CLARKSON AVENUE
GERMANTOWN, PHILADELPHIA

April 26, 1940

President Frank Aydelotte,
Swarthmore College,
Swarthmore, Pa.

Dear Dr. Aydelotte:

I spent Sunday before last at Princeton
walking over the entire property, except along Stoney Brook,
which was too flooded to get near, and this Wednesday I was
up agaln and spent most of the day taking photographs of
various parts of the ground, so that I think I have now a
pretty complete record of the present appearance, and zlso
information which will help me to work out vistas and things
of that kind. This last day I spent a great deal of time in
the woods and was again quite appalled at the very bad condi-
tion of most of that area. It is evident that there has been
a very severe fire there wilthin the past five or ten years,
which has killed many of the trees and scorched the bark at
the base of many others, so that it is a question of how long
they will survive.

Wnen I was up there with you 1n January
you will remember that I was unwilling to criticize the plant-
ing which had been done because I felt that I did not know
the property well enough to be able in any way to judge whether
the plants had been put in good locations or not. I em still
unwilling to make any criticism of this work. It certainly
has taken away mueh of the bareness that was there, and my
only worry 1s that some of 1t will later be found to have been
placed in spots where open ground migzht be more desirable.
Please understand that I do not say this 1s so becsuse as I
told you in the winter it will take a good deal of time to
formulate a general plan for the property. It may turn out
that this planting has been placed jJjust exactly right. I can't
help feeling sorry, however, that so much of 1t has gone for-
ward before a general plan has been prepared.

The trees which have been moved recently
look very well. There was some slight winter burning on those
that were moved earlier and it is too early to tell whether
they will recover from that or not. It has been a severe winter
on many plants, as you will probably have noted at Swarthmore.

I have been particularly interested on my
lest visits to get some 1nkling of the character of the ground
In the matter of drailnage, which it was quite impossible to
form any oplnion about when I was up there with you 1n January.
I have been trylng to take notes on this but have not yet got
them in any particular shape. But this information 1s, of
course, necessary to get before much planting is undertaken.

I was quite unprepared for the great area which Stoney Brook
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flooded. It seemed to cover some times four or five hundred
yards back from the stream i1tself, and along much of the
property there was no shore line at all at the height of the
water,

I shall be glad to have the maps you prom-
ised me any time at your convenience. I am getting familiar
enough with the ground so that I will be able to read them more
intelligently, and if you have any airplane photographs taken
since the building was finished they also would prove helpful.

This is the latest spring of which I have
any record., The Daffodils should have been at their height
last Sunday and you have probably already enjoyed the early
varietles blooming near your house, but the main collection

wi/l would herdly be st its best before another week unless we
get some very warm days. I hope when it blooms that you will
teke the opportunity to walk slong the border in front of your
house and along Cedar Lane, as many beautiful varieties are
to be seen there in some quantity, while in the Meeting House
Woods there are established masses of some of the older varie-
ties.

The spring work at Swarthmore has been much
delayed by the constant rains but Mr. Wood has been able to
get all of the plants out of the nursery down below Mr. Simpson's
house, so that nothing will be damaged when the work of changing
the road is begun. Miss Smith was to have started on the
planting of your garden yesterday, but the cold weather may
again have prevented 1t.

Yours sincerely,

(
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lany thanks for
arrived. I sent them ovar

I skeli have no time to lo

24 April 1940

the plans, which heve just

tc &rs, Ayuelotte Decause

k at them this mcoraing.

ohe end I willi study thewx on the spot towmorrow snd

report any further suggestions that may occur to us.

I agree with you that we can ssttle smell detalis of

tue intsrior with Mr. Greey without bothsring you,

but I sk=sil wsant

importance.

With wars sporeci

znd trouble, 1 s

d. Fredrick Larson, Esqg.

Henov:r, aew Harpshire

tc g2t your aprrovel of anything of

aticn of your interest

Yours sincerely,
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15 Aor 1940

[t
[

Daar Laraon:

Many thanks for the plans, whieh I think
are on the wrole the correct answer within the budzet pre-
soribed. There &re a8 few m . n r siterations which I am going
cver with Mr. Greey concerning ciosets, bookecases, ote,, for
which T thiak no change in the plans will be neaded. I would
be grateful if sometime you would sketch out on ons o these
pians the large fireproof study which we plan to builld
eventuelly. It might just hepren that the Trustees wlen
they se=s the pisce in Mey wili tiiilnk that should be done
this sumesar.

I understand that you are furnishing Earle
with some ready-msde plens for his house and the other members
cf that group are now considering vary seriousiy the building
of individuel houses. MKiss Ucldman told me thet you ned
reported thet you had fussad arcuns® wiith these small housas
ag much 23 you w.nted to =nd woula »rafer that thney look
elsewhere. 1 should be gled If you would tel. me frankly
whether that §s8 yocur ovreseat feeiing, You heve tr:sted them
80 gen=roucly thet if they were sm-l ying an architect, I
am sure they would al. Teel they cught te g0 to you, provided
you wsnted the job, but I ean ¢caciry se9 thst you mizht think
a loet of smal: houses more troubie than tiusy wers worth.
Certainly averyone will uanderstazd and appreciate your atti-
tude whatevar it la.

[V

Wwith kindest regards, I en

Yfours sincerely,

Jd. Frede¥ck lLarson, 33,
renovsr
wnew s 1pah iTa
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JENS FREDRICK LARSON

ARCHITECT

HANOVER, NEW HAMPSHIRE
THOMAS TASH, ENGINEER

STANLEY ORCUTT

JOHN P. CONE

FRANCIS H. MARSTON

April 13, 1940

OLDEN MANOR

Dear Dr. Aydelotte:

Enclosed are the plans for Olden Manor
as we discussed it Thursday, the 1lth. I am also sending
a copy of these plans to Mr. Greey for his records and
action if you wish him to go shead.

I certainly think this is the right
answer to the house, and you will have more wvalue with the
book room built on in fireproof construction than to alter
this house with excessive cost to accommodszte your books.

Please sdvise me as soon as you are ready
to let him go ahead because 1 have full size detzils to meke
for the exterior.

With kiné personal regards, I am

Sincerely yours,

e

Dr. Frank Aydelotte,
Swarthmore, Pa.
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Dear Larsons
I am deli hted that you can come to Princeton
oa Tuesday, arch 26th, Hrs. Aydelotte will melke a point

el 1 At P ap . - RS — -
) m ¥ =YY s [» T ]
of beinz there thzat day and T

6888,

I note thet you will come dowm on the morning

from Ncw York. I hope you can take arn carly tralin,
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JENS FREDRICK LARSON
ARCHITECT

HANOVER, NEW HAMPSHIRE

THOMAS TASH, ENGINEER
STANLEY ORCUTT

Merch 11, 1940

DUPLES HQUSES

My dear Dr. Aydelotte:
Thenk you for your letter of Marech 3.

We shall finish our plans and be ready

to send them out to the contractors on Harech £2, including
the €-car garage for the houses.

I would be very much pleased indeed to visit
you at the Institute Tuesday, March 26th, and will arrive on
the morning train from New York. I hope Mr. Maass can be there
so we can settle all these questions and have a good talk on
any problems we may have.

With kind regards, I am

Sincerely yours, .

~

_ﬂ
A )

.
#

Q&QMuﬁﬂ\w(fMo j

é mkm,uc /Lc_-.__Q' LA c_‘t(_‘. ./ 2
: (%0
(}'ﬂ ) -

Dr. Frank Aydelotte, Director
The Institute for Advanced Study,

Princeton, N. J.

JFL

¥i
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7 HMarch 1940

Dear Mr, Wister:

I am delighted to have your letter of March 5th
which is entirely satisfactory so fer as I am concerned, I
realize that it will be impossible for you to do much before
the end of Spring or the early summer and that 1s really quite
satisfactory to me since I shall then be spending more time
in Princeton myself and shall be very interested to talk to
you from day to day about the possibllitles of the Institute
grounds,

I shaell try to get together for you immediately
scme meps and plens and shall at the same time Uring over to
you the airplane view of our grounds whick 1s not very good,
but better than nothing, 1 wish we had a new one showing
the bulléing in place and we must some time make arrangements
to procure one,

Looking forward with greet enthuslasm to the
results of your work, I em

Yours sincerely,
FRANK AYDELOTTE

Please excuse typed signa-
fture--arm in plaster cast

John C., Wister, Esq.,
Wister Etreet and Clarkson Avenue,
Germantowm, Pa.



JOHN C. WISTER
LANDSCAPE ARCHITECT
WISTER STREET AND CLARKSON AVENUE
GERMANTOWN, PHILADELPHIA

March 5, 1%940.

Dear Dr. Aydelotte:

I am writing you merely to put on
paper the conclusions that we reached on londay.

I understand that you wish me to
proceed to familiarize myself with the property of
the new institute of FPrinceton. I can do this best
in May or June and I shall plan to spend some days
there every week for a few weeks. After I have done
that I shall send you a detailed report outlining
what seems to me the possible developments you might
make .

I shall, at the same time, outline
the various methods by which I think I can be of ser-
vice to you, and include a schedule of fees Which seem
to me to be proper for this work if you ask me to
undertake it.

I shall make quiet inquiries as to
possible persons who might be suitable for a superin-
tendent with the idea that such work might begin next
Cctober or later. In the event that you later engage
me to carry out thils work I shall make no charge for
this preliminary survey except actual traveling or
hotel expenses. If you should, after reading my report,
decide not to go ahead on any of it, or decide to turn
it over to someone else to carry out, I shall make what
seems to be a proper charge for the preliminary work.

Yours sincerely,

Lo
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26 February 1940

Dear MNr. Wister:

» vory glad to kave your lettsr alout

=
st

L

tee sltua-

ticn at frincetcrn. This 15 egurtaialy the tims to Degla p.auning

end I wish you acula beg

n this et cnoe. Ly cwvn tacugint was

2
= C

that vou shouil nove full oherge cn & toanslnuin, basis end
bave sz op ﬂr+uq1iy thers tc work out through e .sricd of years
something wnich weuld be oreditebie tu you end &n inastractlve
igsson Lo pecpies who come from every part of the world to
study at the Institute.

I am e 1ittle alarwed alout yc asiimates of
ocsts. I thiak we musat do the thing no matt T what it costs,

but I head had in mind someghing wiulch wculd be less
than the work of the Arthur coyt bant F:uvﬁ‘*ir: at

in that it would run more to tre2eg and flowering siim
net to flewers, which naed constant care. I sho

willing tc see Lue taings put in quite s=ell and lef
thouzgh we had to walt gote years Tor ou- teots=l elfec

I should like very much to talk this =1l
you et the esriisst convenient time, snd I wender if

%
)
t.

aXpsnsive

Swarthmore
b8 and

uld EL»O be

SV \-A..l

~ |
‘L;V-“I‘ s R
you ought

to eome tc Pr,uceton again to look .cver tne ground there nore

theroughly. I cun oaly 8ay that I have 35t my heer
you do it. I weﬁt to get olear what we ou.ht Lo pey
what the exponditure will be outside of thet, uo the
know how much monzy I shall have to finde.

With Kindsst regards, I a=

On LAaving
you and

t 1 D.r.;?.{.ll

Yours sizeeraiy,

.

John C. ¥Wister, #s8q,
Wister 8¢, and Clarkson Ave.
Gerzantcwn, Philadeiphia, Pa.

f
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JOHN C. WISTER
LANDSCAPE ARCHITECT
WISTER STREET AND CLARKSON AVENUE
GERMANTOWN, PHILADELPHIA

February 21, 1940,

Dear Dr, Aydelotte:

I have been thinking a great deal about the development of the
new Institute at Princeton. You have indicated that you would probably
want my services but I do not know if you want me to make preliminary plans
which would later be earried out by others, or whether you wanted to engage
me in a capacity similar to that of Director of the Scott Foundation,

As you have not yet indicated the type or extent of the work, I
have not been able to formulate my ideas either about the work or about the
charges I ought to make for it., Naturally, I should prefer to be retsined
over a period of years, as at Swarthmore, and if I were, naturslly the
charges should teke this into consideration,

If you do want me in any capacity and you expect to meke any start
during the 1940 season I shall be glad to talk this matter over with you, at
your convenience, during the month of March, If, on the other hand, as I
rather gather, this work will have to walt until 1941 then I ean discuss 1t
with you at greater length during the summer or autumn,

I would expect to need at least a year to become familiar enough
with the grounds and with your general idea of the future of the Institute,
to be able to make a suitable plan for the landscape development., You will
remember I thought you would have to live there some such period before you,
yourself,would see the problem in all its aspects very definitely. I do not
think anyone can make an acceptable plan for such a place without long study.

Long future time planning is necessary. The property cannot, in
my oplnion, be developed in a satisfactory way by bringing in a landscape
architect or a contractor from time to time. Construction should not be begun
until a first-class superintendent or head gardener has been engaged, and by
first-class I mean a man capable of becoming as valuable as Mr, Simpson and
Mr, Wood are at Swarthmore. I have talked to them and they think that such
a man should be paid about $3,000, a year. There are plenty of men to be had
for half that but we do not think they would have the all-around ability that
is really needed.

Such a man would need, for upkeep, several helpers and proper equip-
ment such as trucks, tractors, plows, mowing machines, etec.

No one can glve anything but the vaguest idea of construction costs
until more is known of the type and scope of development. I don't see how
anything worthwhile could be done on a place of that size and importance for
less than $10,000. a year for the first ten years.
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Dr- Ayﬂelotte. - 2 - Febr‘mry 21| 1940-

You have seen the results at Swarthmore from an expenditure of
abouf .this sum of money in the last ten years, There the problem was com-
pardzﬂ? asy because the buildings, roads, paths and large trees were already
there to form a background and because the hezd gardener and the men under
him had been there for some years and were functioning well,

The Princeton property is still in a primitive condition and is,
therefore, in an entirely different category. While I feel gquite sure that
if I should be retained I could give just as great satisfaction as I have at
Swarthmore, I know full well that it cannot be done as quickly or as economicel-
ly. I should not want to enter into it at all unless I believed that conditions
were such that I could do work of which I would be as proud as I am of that at
Swarthmore.

Yours sincerely,

(E}K;A*_ C . {LJIEMA;L_,_
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§ Yabruary 1940

Dear Mr. Larson:

Did you get it cleer from Mr. Masass that we
ncw propcse to screen ell the windcws in Fuld Hall? And
will you meke suitab e arrangenent with the contractor soc
that can be done? 1 should be grateful 1f we could have
an estimate of the cost so that I ean have it apprcved by
Mr. Msesss before the work is actually begun.

Yours sineerely,

J. F. Larson, Esg.

Hanoy er, New Hampshire
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BUSINESS REPLY ENVELOPE

First Class Pcrmit No. 4057, Sec. 38414, P. L. & R., Philadelphia, Pa.

4c. POSTAGE WILL BE PAID BY

MILLER NORTH BROAD STORAGE CO.

MILLER NORTH BROAD TRANSIT CO.
2709 NORTH BROAD STREET

CONTRACT DEPARTMENT

PHILADELPHIA, PA.

No
Postage Stamp
Necessary

If Mailed in the
United States
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' MILLER NORTH BROAD STORAGE COMPANY
MILLER NORTH BROAD TRANSIT COMPANY

BROAD ABOVE LEHIGH
OFFICES AND WAREHOUSES:
2709 NORTH BROAD STREET PHILADELPHIA

S52ND BELOW BALTIMORE AVE.
53201 GERMANTOWN AVENUE

February 2, 1940

Dr. trank Aydelotte
Swarthmore College
Swarthmore, Pa.

Uear 3ir:

This firm has been informed that
in the near future you contemplate the removal of
your household goods from 324 Cedar Lane, Swarthmore,
to New Haven, Comn.

May we offer our estimate for this
work, as well as suggestions to facilitate removal?

We operate a large, modern fleet
of motorvans, all owned by Miller North Broad Storage
Company, all manned by careful, courteous men who have
spent many years with us, safely handling the finest
household belongings.

Since inter-state remcvels are
governed by mates filed with the Interstate Commerce
Commission, cost of the work will be uniform, depend-
ing on the actual weight of your goods.

Your request by mail or 'phone will
bring our estimator, at your convenience, ready to guote
prices, meke helpful suggestions.

We hope we mey have the opportunity
of serving you, for we feel sure our service will meet
with your approval.

Very truly yours,

MILL:R NORTE BROAD STORAGE COMPANY,

" A, L. MATERSON.
AIM:F Contract Dept.
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JOHN C. WISTER
LANDSCAPE ARCHITECT
WISTER STREET AND CLARKSON AVENUE
GERMANTOWN, PHILADELPHIA

February 1, 1940.

Dear Dr. Aydelotte:

Thank you for your letter of January 28th.
Because my work under you at Swarthmore has covered so many
years and has been so extremely delightful, I would naturally
want to work under you at any new place to which you went. I
feel, however, that the problem before you at present is not
like one which might confront you had you merely become the
head of another college or university. When you spoke to me
about the more mature students and the more rapid turnover by
the fact of the one year term combined with the fact that these
men are golng back to their own colleges to teach, you pointed
out to me totally new visions of what this new school might be-
come in the way of influencing the development of college
zrounds all over the country. You mentioned that the school
itself was unigue from the point of view of its technical in-
struction, but I feel that this opportunity to influence mature
men and their wives is even more unique, and that it can become
one of great importance.

For all these reasons, I shall be delighted
if you will want me to work with you in this development over a
period of years, and at the proper time I shall be glad to go
over the whole matter with ycu at such length as you desire.
As I told you, I felt strongly that whatever you did and what-
ever persons or firms you employed to help you, the development
should proceed very slowly because it 1s a new work that must
begin from scratch, and if it should be begun hastily much might
be done which would have to be changed later.

I feel strongly that one must live with a
property or a problem for some time before one can fully grasp
all its parts and details. That would be true in the landscape
of any ordinary place, but is much more true here in a place,
the main object of which is to serve as an example for others.

When you first came to Swarthmore, and to an
even greater extent, when 1 first came there, we both stepped
into a going concern. By that I mean that the campus, most of
the present buildings, and all of the present big trees were
all there, so were the great stretches of lawn and features like
the great walk of oaks leading to the rallroad station. These
features were present because the college had been going for half
a century or so and the time had been ample for the growth of the
trees. Not only that, but the grass was being cut and men and
tools were on hand to do various kinds of work even though 1t may
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have been very lnefficlently done compared to the present time.
I draw attention to this because the contrast is so great when
you think of the new school at Princeton where nothing has been
done. The land around the buildings is bare and big trees such
as you have at Swarthmore cannot be had for a quarter or half a
century except at very high cost. There are no persons who have
been working on the property and know it well, and there 1s no
equipment. The school itself 1s running and you are stepping
there into something you helped to create and which is going well
but the minute you step away from the teaching to the physical
property, it is necessary to begin at the very beginning.

I don't feel that this is anything to be sorry
for, in fact it makes the opportunity for splendid development
that much greater, but it means a longer time needed for develop-
ment and a relatively much higher expense.

I have talked twice to lir. Wood and once to
Mr. Simpson at some length on this problem and have got very
valuable ideas from them on this problem which I shall be glad
to discuss with you in the future. They both feel as I do, that
this is a wonderful opportunity to do something very fine but
it is going to be an exceedingly big job which 1s going to take
much time and patience, careful thought and a large amount of
moneye. I don't know if I was able to make them understand what
to me i1s the most inspiring thought - the influencing of those
persons who come to the school for the sole purpose of getting
technical knowledge, and making them more or less unconsciously
absorb something which will beautify their own lives and the
surroundings of the colleges in which they work. The more I
think of it, the more it seems to me that this has never been
done or even thought of before, and it seems bigger and more
splendid.

Yours sincerely,

Cly fohn_
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JOHN C. WISTER
LANDSCAPE ARCHITECT
WISTER STREET AND CLARKSON AVENUE

GER NTOWN, PFHILADELPHIA
\} 2 January 27, 1340.
Y /

President Frank Aydelotte
Swarthmore Colleze
Swarthmore, Fa.

Dear Dr. Aydelotte!

I want to thank you for givinzg me the opportunity of seeinz your
beautiful new place. It was the greatest pleasure to me to have the
drive with you to see the place and meeting many interestinz people.

I think you have a marvelous location and an unusual opportunity
tc make a planting that will not only be agreeable and enjoyable to you
and the faculty but which will impress itself upon the students in such a
way that when they return tc their own college campus they will have &
wish to make it more beautiful.

I do not see any difficulty at all in accomplishing this Dbut,
like any project in building or planting, it cannot be done in a minute
nor can it be doue cheaply. I feel gquite sure that when you have had
time to think it over that you will realize the wisdom of appropriating
sufficient money to make such a development possible and to keep 1t up
properly once it is startad.

As I told you, I am in complete accord with you and the others
that no elaborate development of the grounds is either necessary or desir-
able. The outstanding character of the place is the sweep of country
wnich it overlooks and every care must be taken not to interrupt long
vistas or tc put in trivial planting which temporarily catches the eye
and takes away from the main theme.

I naturally hope that when you come to do this work that you
will want me to do it for you. 7You have been most kind in expressing
appreciation of what I have done at Swarihmore and I fesl quite sure
that I can zive you equal satlsfaction here with a totelly different pro-
blem and a totally different approach.

I have no suzgzestions to make at the moment because the problem
is too new to me. I will want to kesp thinking about it and if you want
me to do anything about it I will have to come over and study it at some
length. I do, however, feel guite confident that the few suzzestions I
made to you on the ground were sound and that you will not go wrong on
starting any planting this year in the groupings and positions which were
suzzested.

Records of the Office of the Director : Directors : Frank Aydelotte Files : Box 5 : Olden Manor, restoration and remodeling
From The Shelby White and Leon Levy Archives Center, Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, NJ, USA



President Frank Aydelotte. January 27, 13540,

I did not have a chance to talk to you after the tea about the
woods. I enjoyed my walk in them very much. Parts of them are very
beautiful but need attentlon and, unfortunately, many parts are not beau-
tiful but will need a great desl of attention to bring them to proper
development. I feel strongly that a series of wood roads should be put
in as soon as possible to give access and help fizht fires if any should
start. The woods are in an exceedingly dangerous condlition from a fire
hazard point of view and the sooner that this is done the better, dbut I
do not think the roacds should be put in haphazardly, but should follow
pleasinglines and should go to points of interest. This part of the pro-
blem is not at all unlike what I faced at Swarthmore in 1930, even thouzh
the land is flat instead of very steep.

I shall talk over with Mr. Simpson and Mr. Wood the gquestion
of care of grounds in general ané I think between us we can give you a

sound recommendztion as to the number and character of persons which are
ngeded in this department.

Yours sincerely,

C 4//%_
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JENS FREDRICK LARSON
ARCHITECT

HANOVER, NEW HAMPSHIRE

THOMAS TASH., ENGINEER

STANLEY ORCUTT
JOHN E. NICHOLS

January 25, 1340

THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY

Dear Dr. Aydelotte:

Inasmuch as we gzre tondiscuss the
and the housing, I thought it we ge down Wedn
day night arriving at Princeton/THursday ddming, February
l1st. I will leave my bag at i« gmen go on to the
Institute for 10:30. I wili %Wla gin in Princeton all
of Thursday and as long on Friug) ecessary, 50 we can
discuss a1l our problems. I wi} e the necessary material

with me for our conferene
; look forwa \ with™pbeasure to seeing you
again, and hope yg

are well resded after your holiday.

With kind pergbpal regards to you and
drs. Aydelotte, I ¥!

//g Sincerely yours,

4 : L ({/'
2R -"-J',._'—:" oA LY
Dr. Frank otte, Director

The Institute for Advanced Study,
Princeton, New Jersey

cc to Swarthmore
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24 Jenuary 1940
Dear Mr. Lé&rson:

I have your letter cf January 19th and have Just
sent you the enclosed telegran. It will be very satisfactory
indeed for us to have a telk 1z Princeton avbout Olden Manor,
end I agree with you that we have got about as far s we oan
get through corresccondence.

More important still is this proposed four-fanmily
house for whieh you drew such admirable plans last year. The
Trustees of the Institutse hove been unwiiling to build the
house tc rent to the faculty, but they are willing to consider
a propousal from the members of the Facultly that they build
the house themselves, the Institute lending a substaatiel
properétcn of the cost on a mortgege. Whea you come down
next week.l hope we csn have some disoussiocn with the members

f the Faculty ccncerned and possibly with the Institute Com-
mittee on Puildings and Grounds. . ;

One ¢f the mozt important juestion is Just when
the final deolsiocn must be made in order that this house can
be built and ready for occcupsney in September. I wish you
would give some thought to that mand be prepared to give as
definite &n enswer as possible.

May 1 ask you to dc one more thing. Various
fears have been expresssd that the building of this house
would be in some way & disfigurement of the Institute grounds.
Ky own opinion is that it will lcok much better than any of
the expensive faculty houses that have so far bsen erected
and will in no sense suggest a s_um or tememsent. If you could
prepere cnoe ¢f ycur beaut!ful erchitect'’sa drawings of the
front selevation, possibly with colors, I think it might do
& gocd deal toc convert these who are doubtful abcout the
effect of such a building.

Would ycu prepare alsc on & falirly smai. scale
en outline of the institute grounds, showing the place of
this building but cmitting the guarters for tine housing of
members sinee thls latter project is not yet rsady for genersal
discussion. In this connectlon I should like to raise the
questicn with you &3 to whether it wou.d no. be & good thing
to put this first fcur-fawuily Louse as far awaey from Fuld
Hell as possible, down towsrd the sad of the block adjacent to

ne goif course. '

Locking forward with great intsrest to our dis-
cussions next week, L am

Yours sineeraly,

Jd. Frederick lLarscn, %sq.
Hanov:r, New Hampshire
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JENS FREDRICK LARSON
ARCHITECT
HANOVER, NEW HAMPSHIRE

THOMAS TASH, ENGINEER

STANLEY ORCUTT
JOHN E. NICHOLS

= ; January 13, 1540

iy dear Dr. Aydelotte:

Thank you for your letier of
1Z. It seems to me that our next move is to have

you raise.

I could visit Princeton the weeN
Jenuary £3 for a day or so if that wou
you. I think we have gone unow beydnd Niat of cor
and aust get together so that I ferstand your
"wishes end requirements. We Jours what would
takes weeks to aecomplish by c 3 '

cndence

Copy to Swmarthmore, Pa.
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Pr. BRUurE NanDa ANSHEN
=05 WEST STTH STREET
Npew YoRE CITY

Dear lilss Abbett,

Dr., Anshen has asgked me to
express her gratitude to Dr. Adyelotte znd to
say that she antlicipates the ple- ure of gpeak-
ing with him on Thursdsay, January 25th, at
eleven ocloclk, wa Primedin.

a

plan has Desn devised to
syntheslize contemnorﬂxj “no"Wed ze in which the

nogt eminent scholars and humanists of tais age
are interested and lu ig the wish of both
Dr. Conant and Dr. itﬁheud that Dr. Adyelotte

be informed of this plar
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Lectures

on

Gardens

NELSON MILLER WELLS
LaNDscaPE ARCHITECT
22 Forest Avenue, Hastings-on-Hudson, N. Y.
Phone Hastings 2573-R, or Plaza 8-2695
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Lecture Series

HOW THE LANDSCAPE ARCHITECT
DESIGNS PLANTING

Some reasons why the good plantsman needs to know and use
his plants as an artist uses his materials.

PLANT COMBINATIONS

How to use plant materials for landscape effects.

BUYING PLANTS AND HOW TO PLANT THEM
{BLackBoARD ILLUSTRATIONS)

What you should know about plants in the nursery and the dos
and den’ts of the planting operation.

These three leciures form a series which may extend
over the period of one year for the total fee of $100.
plus traveling expenses.

The fee for all separate lectures is $50. plus fraveling
expenses.

Lectures are illusirated and many of the slides are in
natural color photography.

Other New Lectures

DESIGNING THE SMALL GARDEN
Opportunities for satisfying designs in small gardens.

TREE AND SHRUB ARISTOCRATS
Selected plants both old and new to give the garden interest and

distinction.

AN ARBORETUM IN THE MAKING
The garden club or the small estate builds an arboretum. How
it is planned and what it means to the owner and the community.

WINTER GARDENS
What can be done in creating winter gardens with evergreens
and the berried trees and shrubs.

AT

To meel a growing demand, Mr. Wells will arrange
to visit a group of club members and give advice on
landscape planning. A sketch plan or memorandum
will be left with each owner so that the recommend-
ations can be carried out. Four participating members
thus receive @ two hour consultation and divide the
$50. daily fee and traveling expenses al an individual
cost of less than $15.00.
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Mr. Wells is a graduate of Cornell University in dscape
Architecture. For fifteen years he was associated witl{ Olmsted
Brothers, Landscape Architects, Brookline, Massachusetts. Dur-
ing this time he had a wide range of experience in all phases
of landscape work throughout the eastern United States. For
three years he was Chief Planting Designer for the Park Depart-
ment of New York City in charge of planting design for over
700 parks and parkway developments. He is now President of
the City Gardens Club of New York City and Landscape
Consultant for Cornell University on the Cornell Arboretum.

9

His wide experience in landscape work, especially as related
to planting gardens and estates, makes his lectures most valuable.
Jane Deeter RippPIN

In his lectures on gardens and landscaping, Mr. Wells
speaks effectively and with authority out of a wide experience.
C. StuarT GAGER,
Director, BrookLYN BoTanic GARDEN

Mr. Wells has given lectures at the New York Botanical
Garden by special invitation.

Myr. Wells has thorough training, valuable experience, a
keen appreciation of plants and a most inferesting way of lalking
about them. His lectures are very worth while.

Rarp W. CurTis,
Professor of Ornamental Horticulture,
CorNeELL UNIVERsITY.

Records of the Office of the Director : Directors : Frank Aydelotte Files : Box 5 : Olden Manor, restoration and remodeling
From The Shelby White and Leon Levy Archives Center, Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, NJ, USA




JdJanuvery 12, 1940

Jd. Fredrick Larson, Esq.
Hanover, Hew Hampshire

Dear Mr. Larson:

I have been studying the plans which you sent on,
end rave a fev points which I wish you would think
over before we meet in_Princeton a week or two hence.

First: I anm assured by everybody that apartments for
members who build ought to rent f6r fifty dollars per
month for elght months, so that the eannuel income for

& suite would be sbout four hundred éollars. Can we
construct them so that they will pey on that besis? I
made & rough-cube from the plans vou sent me, and I am
wondering whether your figure of $3,000. is not too
high. Theres are less than five hundred =quare feet in
an apartment, eand if we aliowed for a ten foot story
(which is too high) thet would meke 5,000, which at for-
ty feet, would come to #2,000. If the expenses of the
construction could be kept to £2,000, I should think we
could just do it.

Second: Would it be feassible to meke & separate en-
trance for each apartment, thus doubling the number of
steirways and multiplying by four the number of outside
doors? This would cost somewhat more but would have many
advantages, cne being the separation of adjoining apart-
ments and elimination of noise. It occured to me that

it might elso maeke the exterior somewhat more interesting.

Third: Trhere would be & good meny advantages to the
quadrangle form of coistructiocn, eppecially from the point
of view of control through & porter's lodge at the main
entrance. If the quadrangle were large enough, it would
make an admiraebly safe place for little children in the
dey time.

Fourth: As I study the new plans ofOlden Hanor, I have

some question about the location of the tollet just be-

hind the dining room. In that perticular place, I think
it would inevitably be used meinly by the maids. My in-
clination would bte to eliminste it ané lengthen the din-
ing room, or if you think twentv-one feet long enousgh
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Page 2.
d. F. Larson

for the dining room, put the toilet from the front
end, with the door into the hall. In that position
there would be spece also for esnother hellway coat
closet.

Fifth: 1If the enlargement of the study which 1 pro-
posed, spolils the sxterior it might be possible to add
some at the west end upon the fireplace, another small
room vhich I could use somewhat as 1 do my smell work-
room &t Swarthmore.

Sixth; I notice that in thess plans you have given up
altering the nosition of the dcor into the living room.
Would it not be better to place that opposite the door
to the reception room where you had it originmslly, thus
thus providinzg a long vista into the study?

Seventh: Upstairs, I think the arrangsments you have
made for the number four guest room and bath ars digni-
fied and admirable., I still question the two baths side
by side at the end of the hall. Perhaps the wall bs-
tween them could be ~ade sound prcof, but I should think
it a better solution if thsse two baths could be thrown
back into the cne, ths walls and rooms of number one and
number two restored into their original position, and a
bathroom for numbar one guest room taken out of the maids'
gquarters at the rear. I reselize that this will involve
more construction, but I think it impcrtant to achieve

& simple and dignified solution.

Bighth: Rooms number two snd number three would I think,
make &n gdmirsble suite for us, but I think a corridor
should be constructed through the shoe closet, so that
there would be access to the bath room from rcom number
three without passing through room numbsr two. With those
two bath rooms thrown into one, I take it that could be
accomplished.

In genersl, I think we ought to avoid tricky solutions
and give the rooms in the house as much of an appearance
of space as possible. You have done this so well in room
number four that I am esger to get similar results with
the other rcoms.

Looking forward with great pleasure to discussing the
whole matter with you, I am,

Yours sincerely

Frank Aydelotte
Fi/db
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danuary 12, 1940

Hiram Blauvelt, Esg.

"Bluefield"

Orzdell, New Jersey

Dear Mr. Blauvelt:

Many thanks for vour courteous lstter
of December 22nd. I congratulate you
on your combination of Princeton and
Brasenose, and I look forward with
grest plessure to making your acguain-
tance in Princeton sometime in the neasr
future,

With kindest regards, I am,

Yours sincerely
Frenk Aydelotte

Fo/db
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January 12, 1940

John C, Wister, Esg.

Wister Street and Clarkson Avenue
Germantown

Philedelphia, Pennsylivania

Dear Mr. Wister:

Many thenks for your kind letter of Jsnuary 9th.
Either the eighteenth or ninsteenth of Jsnuary
would suit me perfectly for your visit to Prince-
tocn. We can reach & decision on the telephone
Monday or Tuesday. We leave here tomorrow and I
shall be in my office at Swarthmore Monday morn-
ing.

I haeve to spend Wednesday night, Janusry 17th,

in Baltimore. 1t may be thet the rost convenient
thing will be to return directly by train to Prince-
ton, letting Albert drive you over from Philadel-
phia. I shall want my car in Princeton, and when

he brings it over he might as well bring you.

I will be glad to go over the carbon copies of

your report with you and edit a suitable version
for printing. I can s=e that it will be & most im-
pressive publication.

With kindest regards, I am,

Yours sincerely
Frank Avdelotte

FA/db
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January 10, 1940

d. Fredrick Lsrson, Esq.
Hanover, New Hampshire

Dear Mr. Larson:

Msny thanks for these interesting plans which
accompany your letter of January 7th. I think
you have made great improvements. I have a few
questions to take up with you concerning them,
but these can wait until we meet.

Only one you might be thinkinz over. Would it be
feasible to enlarge the living room by lengthening
the whole house at that end, meking corresponding
enlargements of the two rooms upstairs and the room
on the third floor, building & new fireplace with

& chimney which might, incidentally, do to provide
firs places in the two rooms upstairs and in the
room on the third floor? That would mske & wonder-
ful house, and I think we could then get along with-
out the extension to the study. What I want is one
large room somewhere. The lengthening of the house
would have to be esnough to involve another window,
say eight or ten feet.

I am delighted that you cen come to Princeton in
February. Do you mean by the first week that you
would be there February lst or 2nd, or February 8th
or 9th? One time would be good as another as far
as I am concerned.

With xindest regerds, I am,

Yours sincerely

Frank Aydelotte

Fi/ab
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JOHN C. WISTER
LANDSCAPE ARCHITECT
WISTER STREET AND CLARKSON AVENUE
GERMANTOWN, PHILADELPHIA

Januvary ninth
1940

Dear Dr. Aydelotte:

I have your letters of Jamary third and fifth. It will be per-
fectly convenient for me to go to Princeton on January eizhteenth or ninteenth,
or both. If you are driving up perhaps you would take me with you. I
could come out to Swarthmore on the train which leaves Philadelphia at 8:23
and gets there at 8:49 or I could meet you in the city or in Germantown, as
you prefer, on either the eizhteenth or nineteenth or I can stay in Princeton
over night if you wish it. I shall keep those dates for you until your
return.

You have relieved my mind very much by tellinz me you haven't
been cutting the nice copy of the history I gave youe I shall bring out
to you,when you return, 2 carbon copy of this report which can be cut.

Of course I am delizhted that you think the thing can be printed
but I don't think the history should be printed in its present complete form
of a hundred pages plus some thirty pages of appendix. There are a number
of things in it which I felt important to put in a record which could be
preserved at the College in the bound form in which I presented it to you
but which I don't think are suitable for publication. After I have talked
to you about this I shall be glad to go over one of the carbon copies and
cut these parts out.

The second part of my report continues to zo forward. We have
three hundred and eighty-five pages typed and the end is not yet.

Yours sincerely,

LKJ fojn_ -
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JENS FREDRICK LARSON
ARCHITECT
HANOVER, NEW HAMPSHIRE

THOMAS TASH, ENGINEER
STANLEY ORCUTT

Janusry 7, 1240

OLDEN MANOR

Dear Dr. Aydelotte:

Mr. Butterfield of my office has returned from
meesuring Olden Manor so I have spent the week-end making new
sugcestions at 1/4" scale which seem to work out with extraordinary
simplicity and few structural changes.

The present toilet beyoné the dining room, which
opens from the study, seems to be in a better location than any front ~
hall toilet would be.

On the second floor I have teken the liberty of
showing a new solution to prevent the need of building in front of
the staircase and thereby darkening it.

I have czlled rooms £ and 3 your suite with only
one bathroom but with a separate entrsnce from the hall to each of
the rooms. This seems to me to agree with what you said when I was
at Swarthmore. Then room No. 1 could be & very charming guest room
looking out over the Institute for & man like Lord Lothian. Guest
room No. 4 has its own bath and would be over the plumbing below.
This would mean that we would only be putting one new bath on the
second floor and one new bath on the third floor, and certainly nobody
can complair about that.

It is remarksble how simply this plan works out
if it meets with your approval. I have not shown the extension to the .,
study as I did not want to try to work it out until I have had a chance

to study the elevations. But as these plens sre merely for your omm | -

use I thought we could work out the study later before presenting your
final proposition to the trustees.

I feel strongly now from seeing the photographs
and the elevations that we shall want to change the cornice and meke the
outsicde in a more dignified Colonial character by very minor changes to
the cornice and porches.

All the new work on this plen is shown in cross-hatching

I shall be ready to go down th Princeton to see you
the first week of Februsry with elevations and other sketches for a good [

¥
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session on the house, and I hope that at that time you can telk also
on the plot plan development of the Institute.

With kind personsl regards, 1 am

Sincerely yours

cho Fanm

Dr. Frank Aydelotte,
Highland Park Florida Club,
Lake Wales, Fla.

JFL
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JENS FREDRICK LARSON
ARCHITECT
HANOVER, NEW HAMPSHIRE

THOMAS TASH, ENGINEER
STANLEY ORCUTT

January £, 13540

Dear Ir. Aydelotte:

I shall be busy all day and evening
January 10 in Philadelphiz but would be very pleased indeed
to go out to Swarthmore on the 1lth and drive up to Prince-
ton with you on the 12th. I shall be steying at the Benja-
min Franklin Hotel the night of the 10th, and if you could
send your car to the hotel sometime the morning of the 11th
I will be ready any time convenient to you.

I do not see how we could move the stair
six feet as the door to the north guest room would prohibit
this at the second floor. I think the last plan I sent you
is perhaps the best way to solve all your problems. As soon
as one alters too much the interior of the old house one gets
into terrifiec cost of refinishing, etc.

It will be nice to have = couple of days
with you and talk over our interesting problems.

With kind personal regards to you, I am

Sincerely yours,

- “ &Q&M\

Dr. Frank Aydelotte,
Highlend Park Florida Club,
Leke Wales, Florida
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JENS FREDRICK LARSON
ARCHITECT
HANOVER, NEW HAMPSHIRE

THOMAS TASH, ENGINEER
STANLEY ORCUTT

December 30, 1939

OLDEN MANOR

Deer Dr. Aydelotte:

Please find two copies of rough sketches of
your revised floor plans.

I thought it best to leave off the den
mtil some future time. Otherwise the increased expense of
this house would be only the two bathrooms at the front which,
after 211, would not be great and would give you a much better
plan of living.

I like this plen much better than the other.
I strongly sugzest not thinking of meking one bathroom of the
two that are now to the south on the second floor &s it is & nice
luxury for each to have a bath. It would be much more expensive
to glter the two to one than to leave them zs they are.

I am rushing these plans to you
today so that the long week—end will not delay your receiving tuem,
so please pzrdon the poor draftsmanship.

Sincerely yours,

V

Dr. Frank Aydelotte,
Highland Park Florida Club,
Lake Wales, Florida.

JFL
W
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JENS FREDRICK LARSON
ARCHITECT
HANOVER, NEW HAMPSHIRE

THOMAS TASH, ENGINEER
STANLEY ORCUTT

December 27, 1939

Lear Dr. Aydelotte:

Your EXmas Day letter came today. I find that
the plot plan I sent you yesterdsy has the same thought of omitting
lots 2 to 7, so I have made for you a new plot plan which I have
numnbered 1 to 12 so that you can leave out 11 and 12 as property
you do not wish to build on at this time.

Viould it not be better to keep the remainder of
these lots in the housing srea for Institute members now thet we
have so few, though I think sufficient for our needs?

Your point of reserving all the other property,
vwhere we previously had showvn lots, for Institute needs in the fu-
ture seems to be very much to the point.

I am enclosing a budget for the housing of members
which is self-explenatory. The interest they would have on their
investment the first year would be 6%, en each yesr after that it
would increase slightly as the building is psid for during a Z5-year
period.

I thought it would be best to include furniture
for these houses as otnerwise where would the students get their
fumiture just for a year or two tenancy. It mekes & very reason-
atle rentzl for & brick and fireproof freme building at $524.00 a year
per suite ineluding furnishings, heat and service. I think it would
be wonderful if you could work out & methed of building members'
housing for which I am enclosing prints of & typiesl floor plan.

I am enjoing working out these plasns with you and
look forward with pleasure to meeting you on the 1Zth at Princeton.
- (=]

Sincerely yours,

Dr. Frank Aydelotte, ( i

Highlané Park Florida Club,
Lake VWales, Florida.

JFL
W
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JENS FREDRICK LARSON
ARCHITECT

HANOVER, NEW HAMPSHIRE

THOMAS TASH, ENGINEER
STANLEY ORCUTT

December 26, 19232

INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY

Dezsr Dr. Aydelotte:

Thenk you for your letter of December 23d.
I appreciate your letting me go forward with the maples.

I believe I have placed the 148 pines cor-
rectly as I had them 30 ft. on centen to allow a landscape man
to fuse in other trees, behind them in the future, as shown on
plot plan. I like your idea of having a conference in January
with ¥dr. Wister. I could check my plan over with him and see
what his ideas would be for further besutification and types of
trees. I shall new plan to be at the Institute the moraning of
Januzry 12 as I have to be in Philadelpinia the night of January
"10 and all dey the 11lth on other work.

After careful study I am sending you a plot
plan showing my proposed location of the housing for the faculty
and students. There are 36 msmber suites, 17 fsculty houses, and
a Social Hall for dining, games, etc., all of which can be heated
from a centrsl plant for economy.

The lots for the faculty to build individual
homes I would keep at the north end of the campus where they now
are as thers seems to be sufficient of these.

This plan I shall want to keep redoing until
you and I are satisfied. By the end of the week I shall send
plans on member housing.

I hope you received the plans for Olden ianor
as they were mailed cduring the Chrisbamas rusih.

Vith kind personal regards, I anm
Sincerely yours, —,
Dr. Frank Aydelotte, 3 {£

Highland Park Florids Club,
Lake Vales, Florida

JFL
W
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JENS FREDRICK LARSON
ARCHITECT
HANOVER, NEW HAMPSHIRE

THOMAS TASH, ENGINEER
STANLEY ORCUTT

December 22, 1239

OLDEN HANOR

Dear Dr. Aydelotte:

Enclosed please find three sets of Olden Manor
prints. I studied the suggestions in your letter of Yecember 4, and
am coming through on my first trial with quite a simple solution
which I hope will help you in determining your final wishes.

The suggestion of adding to the old dining room
lead me to think that & sunny den off that room would give you zmple
space for your study, and the room between the old dining room and
the hall could be used for your secretery and for conferences. Then
use the old front room as z dining room. Putting the buffet into
the wall space of the pantry would make that room quite sizable,

18' x 16', snd with & proper portioned table you could get in a very
good group zt dinner.

I put the downstsirs toilet in the rear of the
front hall because of the plumbing sbove and also because it works out
well there. Facing the Institute I am suggesting & two-cstory old
Southern porch which would be very interesting when you are entertaining
at garden parties to have your guests sit looking out over the Institute
grounds and down the new mall we are just finishing.

The kitchen, pantry and dining room work out very
economically this way, as do the three maids rooms above with a sewing
room and bath. If the owner's suite is not large enough, you could
run the den €l1 up two stories and get another bedroom off the main
bedroom, more like a sleeping porch. It would, however, be more at-
tractive architecturally not to have the den run up two stories. I
thought we could do a better job on the third flocor, outting a2 very
attractive bath and two guests rooms.

¥ill you kindly mark up one of these sets of prints
end return it to me with your criticisms so I can make the alterations to
the plans and keep sending them to you until we finally get the result
that pleases you both.
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On Thursday of next week , December 28, I =m sending one
of my men to Princeton to measure the house, and after he has measured
it I can make some studies of the exterior for you.

I certainly hope you and Mrs. Aydelotte are enjoying =
good rest. With kind personal regard, I am

Sincerely yours,

clr_

Dr. Frank Lydelotte,
Highland Pzrk Florida Club,
Lzke VWales, Florica.

JFL
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JENS FREDRICK LARSON
ARCHITECT

HANOVER, NEW HAMPSHIRE

THOMAS TASH, ENGINEER
STANLEY ORCUTT

December 20, 1339

THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY

My dear Dr. Aydelotte:

Enclosed are the two plans you reguested
showing the planting about Fuld Hall and the 148 trees along the
roads.

Morrell has some of the large trees sbout
Fuld Hall already balled and resady to move. Both of these two
groups of trees, the remaining msples and the 143 trees on the
roads, are part of my architectural scheme, and I would appreciate
it greatly if you can see your way to allowing these to proceed.
From this point your landscape man could carry on and put in
hundreds of trees of various types, but I think of these as formal
or architectural trees to build up to Fuld Hall, and essential from
my point of view.

I shall mske a rough sketch of Olden Manor
to send you the first of next week. I shall also send two of my
men to Princeton to measurs it up the week of January first so that
we can begin defianite study of known conditions. With the Olden
Mznor plans next weelk I shall also send you the faculty housing
solution.

I look foward wita pleasure to calling on you
on my varioys trips through Philadelphia and Princeton to chat over
with you the architectural problens of the Institute.

Thenk you for your kind holiday zreetings.
Mrs. Larson joins me in extending to you and drs. Aydelotte warm
wishes for a Merry Christmas and a very Happy New Year.

Sincerely yours,
Dr. Frank Aydelotte,

Highland Park Florida Club,
Lake Wales, Florida
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¥rs, J. W, 8tedman
10 Hesdley FRoad
Horristovn, New Jersey

My dear Hrs. Stedmen:

Our telephone conversation on Saturday,
together with the telegram I sent you, will have explained why
I could not respond to your last letter earlier.

A8 I think over the situation with which
you ara faced, it occurs to me to make one or teo suggestions,
which I hope may prove acceptable.

I must confess that my enthusiasm for

seeing you take over the Tubbs' Estate lagged a bit, when I
discovered that it was about fifty miles from New Brunswick,
and when I learned from another source that its value from the
standpoint of converting 18 into an Arboretum was not particularly
reat. I cen well understand how the latter may be the case.

ot only with respect to the fact that the trees, even though
they may have attained a fine size snd represent a considerable
assortment, are not likely to be arranged as to groups or
inter-relationship to prove of highest value as zn Arboretum,
and what is even more important, perhaps, 1s the faet that the
buildings, which have been erected for a particular purpose,

are not well suited for the purpose of sn Arboretunm. In my

own mind I find examples when I contrast the situation at the
Morton Arboretum at Lisle, Illinols, designed for its psrtliculare
use, with that at Choltnut H111, Phlludelphia, where the Morris
Arboretum, en old estate taken over by the University of Pennsy-
lvania, is endeavering to make use of an old house. The latter
is really very discouraging. Then sgain, you will remember
that I emphasized the desirability of having an Arboretum
associated with an educstionsl institution, and a fifty-mile
separation hardly meets those specifications in the way I intended.

If then, I may be bold enough to make
these suggestions and I sm sure you realize thst I have no"ax
to grind", I would like to suggest that your group should cling
stoudfastly to the thought of developing en Arboretum for the
State of New Jersey, on a scale in keeping with the size and
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HI‘S. Jo “. Stedman ! 12"'1‘«"39
Horristown, New Jersey

interest of the State, but that the group should not be in too
great a hurry to declde on thelr course of action. But in the
mesnwhile some one, or more, of their number should make &

very careful study of the situstion. ¥hile doing this, I can
think of nothing that would prove more helpful than & visit to

. a few enterprises of this character, and I would suggest, for

example, that you would find great profit in visiting Cornell,
especlsally 1if you could have the advantage of Mr., Vells to

explain their plans. Second, I should include the Horton
Arboretum at Lisle, (near Chicago), Illinois; and, third, it

would be quite worth while to wvisit the Hational Arboretum f
now in the making a2t Washington. Dr. E. C, Auchter, Chief of

the Bureau of Plant Industry, or B. X1 Morrison, the Director,
would be very happy, I &m sure, to arrange this for you.

A wvisit to places of this chsracter would enable you to understand
more completely the factors involved in the problem,

: 2 . If then & study were to be made of what may be
possible &ndirhat.may prove to be the best choice in the location
for an Arboretum, I should be strongly inclined, if I were in your
place to enlist the services of one of the few men in the United
States, such &8 Olmsted Brothers or Mr. NelsovH. Wells, who has
done much to develop the Cornell Arboretum, snd is available for
this kind of work, and employ such an' one to make & study of

the sress thst might be had, appraise their possibilities, zilve
you something in the way of sn outline, a&s to what developments
might be made, with also an estimate as to the probable costs
involved.

One who has not had experience in matters of this
character is apt to overlook the various factors without which
the undertaking would better not be begun. For exemple, it is =
very-long-time enterprise. The finest results are not likely to
be realized by those who make & beginning. The expenses involved
are considerable, snd the cost of meintenance, if the work is to
be effective 13 such as to engage the major attention of those who
undertake the enterprise. These things being true, you will
agree I am sure that it is wise to plan very esrefully with respect
to the location, the administr=tion, and support for maintenance.

Under the above progran}g study could be made of
the possibilities of making use of the gift of the Tubhs! Estate.

(2) of finding lend for the purpose contiguous to the College
at NewsBrunswick.

(3) and quite definitely of exploring quite fully what the
possibilities might be in connection with the Institute for the
Advancement of Learning, where the new President is so receptive
to & development zlong the line we have discussed and who has had
a4 highly successful experience in obtaining funds for worth while
enterprises in the field of education. >

=

—— " =



Records of the Office of the Director : Directors.i.Frank-Aydelotte Files:::Box:5::Olden:Manor; restoration and remodeling

From The Shelby White and Leon Levy Archives Center, Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, NJ, USA

Krs. J. ®,8tedman 12-19-28
Morristown, lew Jersey

In the meanwhlle, 1f and when you have the
opportunity, I think you would glean richnly from a wvisit to the
Library ot the Brooklyn Botaailc Gnrann, where you will meet Dr.
Gager, zhom I conside:ﬁ_.,‘-\_r 0 sdapin: the past 25 years,
one of the most success "ﬁfbi““'ox #ork in developing an
enterprise of this character that I know of in the United States.

Of course, I trust that at sometime you can
viait Ewarthmore, too, where we atarted out with a College Campus
75 years of age, and begazn where we found it. Eut the develop-

‘ment there has been along different lines &s can be explained

when opportunity offers. I am sure you will be most welcome
at Swarthmore whenever you find it possible to come, snd when
you do, I hope you can have ¥r. ¥ister tc explain what he and
others have accomplished during the past ten years.

With the best of good wishes, for your success
in this highly commendable enterprice, believe me

Very sincerely,

£Signed) ROBERT PYLE

Chairmen
RP: ¥

Copyof telegram sent Dec. 16, 1929:

DR. AYDELOTTE RETURXE TODAY FROK THRFE-DAYS' ABSEUCF LEAVIZG
HONDAY FOR FLORIDA, BSaYE8 IT ¥OULLC BF IMPOSZIBLF FOR THE
INSTITUTE AT PRINCETCN TO TAKE OVFR AND RUN THF TUBBS' ESTATE.
DESIRES ME TO S£Y TO YOU THAT THF INSTITUTE ¥OULD BOPF TO HAVE
THE FRIENDLY INTEREST OF YOURSFLF AKD THE GZRDEE CILUBS OF

HE# JERSFY IN THE COURSE OF IMPORTANT HORTICULTURAL
DEVELOPHMENTS AT PRILNCETON. ®RITING.

(Signed) EOBERT PYLE.
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19 Decewber 1939
Dear Hiss Eicheliser:
Upeon raceipt of vour letter of December 15th
1 referrad it immedistely to Dr. Aydeiotte. He dictated

n letter et once tc M¥r. lL=rson and later sent we o' e cards

you reguested

,» which I enclose herewith. I apologize for

not getting these off (o von yesterday, but I was rather
swamped.

Dr. Arvdslotta’s favcrite pen point is the
C.Howard Hunt Pan Company's X-38 Silverine, & atub of
course.

Yours hastily,

Migs Marie C, Eicrelser
Institute for #dvanced Study
Princeton, Now Jersey
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leteonls )
18 December 1939
Dictated Dec. 17
DB L1 Jd Moltheti .7
Dear Mr,., Larson: TevoneH
eTideqral weM

Meny thanks for your lett:r of December 1llth
together with the plan of Olden YM=nor. We are leaving to-
morrow for a three-wsaek holiduy at the Highlend Park Florlde
Club, Lake Wales, ¥floride. If you have any ideas ambout
Olden Manor of which you could send us even the most hasty
sketches, we should be gled to have them because we want to
discuss the plens a little durinz the leésure of the vaca-
tion. The Welches hsve undertasen to move April lst. They
are entireiy willing tco have anyone 20 in at any time to
make careful measurements of the house, and I think we
cught to get on with the plans &s rapidly as we can so that
we can begin some construction, if possible, the moment they
mcve out.

I should like to discuss this whole mattsr
between our two ssives in ell the early stages inasmuch as
the Board of Trustees have not yet heard anything about the
proposal to make alterations. I gether that most of them
think the house is &ll right as it stands. Mr. Maass was
@ littie worried st the estimate you gsve him of $10,000,
and I took the lib:rty of saying to him that I was sure you
didn't want to be bound by any es im=mte at thls moment. But
I have also said to him and to other Trustees that I feel
that in the long run they would think it wise to remodel the
house in such a way &8s to make it a dignified and adequate

Director's house. I am perfectly confident that that point

of view will prevall in the ead.

Mr. Maasss hes Morrell ro2ady to move the addi-
tional 148 trees sometime in January or February. I sent
word to Morrell to wait until my return in the hope that
we wmight be able to have & look arcund with the lsndscape
architect, whom I msntioned to you, in order to consider
such subjects as botanical varieties, stc. Hsave you a dupli-
cate of the plan which you gave Morrell for the location of
these trees? If so, It would be a help to me toc heve &
chance tc study it in Florida.

One more service I should like tc ask of you,
and that is that you should draw the proposed plan of lots
avallable for faculty lLouses, omitting for the moment the
sites indicated alongside Olden Msnor. It occurs to me that
we had better not open those sites up to faculty cholce until
we hrve studied & little more the comprehensive building plan
for the whole of the Institute grounés.

Please keep me informed as to when othsr business
brings you this way since I shall always have things to talk
over with you.
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. With kindest regerds and warmest good wishes
for Ohrifaa and the New Year, I am

Yours sinesrely,

RF QL Todmened 81
Y1 .08l beinisid
J. Fredrick Larscon, #sq.
Hanover tnoz1al .M 1se(
New Hampshire
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THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY
PRINCETON, NEW JERSEY
December 15, 1939
Dear Miss Abbett:
Dr. fLydelotte hzd a very busy time here
eand he may not have mede a note of a2ll the things
he wanted to do at Swarthmore, so I am sending =

few reminders.

He szid he would write to Mr. Larson
eboit the planting sround Fuld Hsll.

He szid he would send me some of his

cerds to enclose in Christmas remembrances to our
building smployees. I zm not sure if he wants to

Will you please drop me & line sometime
telling me what kind of pen points Dr. Aydelotte
uses?

Thank you very much.

Sincerely yours,

’72§2La;4_ C??CEZEL{E“”Z;‘Utkh\



OrcaNi1zeED 1875

AMERICAN ASSOCIATION OF NURSERYMEN

BOTANICAL GARDENS AND ARBORETUMS COMMITTEE
ROBERT PYLE, Chairman

r
i National Councillor, Chamber of Commerce, U. S. A.
,_\ / WEST GROVE, PA.

December 13, 1939

Dr. Frank Aydelotte, Pres.
Swarthmore College
Swarthmore, Pennsylvania

Dear Dr. Aydelotte:

Nelson M. Wells, Landscape Architect
of Hastings-on-Hudson, sends me a lecture announcement
which I am forwarding herewith.

Mr. Wells would be very glad to come
to Swarthmore. He has met Mrs. Scott and also Mr. Wister,
and says that he hopes sometime to be able to visit their
project at Swarthmore.

I had suggested the possibility of
Mr. Wells meeting you at Princeton.

It occurs to me to suggest that ii you
like the idea of having him as a consultant for the time
being, that it might Jjust be possible that it would work
out well to have his visit coincide to that of Mrs. Stedman,
perhaps for aluncheon at Swarthmore. I shall lezave the
metter in your hends.

HENRY HICKS, Westbury, L. 1., N. Y.

HONORARY MEMBERS

HON. GIFFORD PINCHOT, Milford, Pa, CHAS. L. BAUM, Knoxville, Tenn. ERNEST F. COE, Miami, Fla. G. D. COOPER, L. A., Cleveland, Ohio
E. Y. TEAS, Houston, Tex.
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JENS FREDRICK LARSON
ARCHITECT

HANOVER, NEW HAMPSHIRE

THOMAS TASH. ENGINEER
STANLEY ORCUTT
JOHN E. NICHOLS

Moy 31, 13859

FULD HALL

Dear Professor Veblens

I find on my retyr
reason we caitted the radic antennse i3
self-contained und antennae are no YOr

eapper roof the old type sntennase 4 )
‘a'iro T&m.
to go over the telephone system in AdEN

find there is no real probles—Hiere exde
eatrances of main lines @

These can be swltched g
builéing, The sutoms
few internal coamunics
outside.

risit to Princeton, is
th Ir. Flexner. I

in the number of

% to enter the building.

ppless to you as you have so
your conversstions sre to the

drawers and oy de~d T daportant one and we must tske care
- I presune this is for pagcﬁ, books, ete. It
' s office for tais
iy this group cannot use the baseasnt
ch is directly under the main stair.

fio not think we need to put leather-seated

g0 noriX library resding rooms. I would prefer in the
future adding Yesth®r cushions to the Institute wood cheirs if that
is found necessery. It would be ®uch better to buy &}l the furniture
we can afford to buy at one time if it has & place in the building,
beeause of cost. I agree with you that the Windeor chairs should be
elininated end the Institute chair substituted. Mr, daass and I had
alresdy sgreed to this.

The hole in the top of the stools to some would
be an advantage, and why could we not leave it out of half of them
80 those mho want thea can have thea. §

The plans which you were looking ab marked "Seminar”
bhave been erased on the last set which you now have. I have left all
these minor rooms void of title so that Dr. Flexner and his group can
make what use of them the future dictates. The iamportance of the con-
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versation rooms I know, but for the imsediate future I cannot ses why
they ceanot be used for other purposes until such time as the Institute
hes ample space so that they can be used for tae purpose originally
intended. This is a problem for Dr. Flaxner in zllotting the building
158

Sineersly yours,

Professor Juwald Veblen,
Fine :i(&ll,
Princeton, liew Jersey
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\ \ THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY

PRINCETON, NEW }'F_{‘SEY

Fine Fall, December 14, 1936
Dear Aydelotte:

I wes very sorry that you were kept in by a
cold. The guestion about a Comptes Rendus type of pub-
lication was postponed until you could be present at the
discussion, but I found the meeting rather instructive as
to the sort of proposals thet come before the Publications
Committee, I am more thean ever convinced that we ought to
teke some positive measures to use the available money in
a2 less wasteful wey.

I hope that it may be possitle to have a meet-
ing with Mr, Masss next Saturdey, as I expect to be start-
ing for the South early the following week.

Yours sincerely,

,;. P MU‘-'U &% “

Osweld Veblen

President Frenk Aydelotte
Swarthmore College
Swerthmore, Pa.

OV:GB
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COPY FOR PRESIDENT AYDELOTTE

December 14, 1936
Dear ir, lasss:

Herewith 1 am semding you & blue~print of a temntative plen drewm up by a
local architeet, iiolf W. Bauhan, for reconditioning the Ulden house, It embodies
suggestions obteined by me from several of my colleagues, and is the least expensive
plan thet I have been able teo concoet, It would leave the exterior of the house
unaltered except for the removal of & couple of umsightly exerescences and would
disturb nore ol the goed features of the interior. It would not speil the house
for any pessille future use.

The structural chenges would probably cost less than J2000. DPut the
house requires complete new plumbing, say {25003 & complete new heating plemt,
say 926003 complete new electric wiring, sey {10003 end redecorating, sey 31000.
Adding 10 per cent, to these estimates would call for & budget of §10,000 to make
the house ready for use on a ssetisfactory basis.

The chief weakness of the plan proposed is that it does not provide ser-
vants' querters. This is not & very serious diffieulty if the house is utilized
as 1 suggest below. But if it were to be used as a howe for the Director, & ser-
vants' wing or servents' quarters in another building would probably have to be
added. [Fothing in the present scheme would interfere with this., But efter some
study of the question I am convineced that it is nmot possible to provide adequate
servants' quarters by any less radical method,

The most important proposed change in the house is the modification of
the second story of the wing, whiech at present is an almost total loss, so as te
provide two new bathrooms and an atiractive bedroom or study. A new btethroom is
proposed on the third floor (the plem of this floor is not ineluded in the blue-
print)., There would be four other rooms on the third floor, so that en the see=
ond end third floors together there would be nine roams end four bathrooms,.

On the ground floor the room marked "Library" (the present dining roem)
is to be improved by tearing out the present badly designed closets and stairocase.
The fine old fireplece in the room marked "Dining room" would be restored. 4 ser-
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vant's bedroom and bath would be introduced at the expense of the present unduly
large kitechen. The proposed kitchem is perhaps too small, It could be em~
larged by making the servant's bedroom smaller.

It seens to me that if this plam, or semething like it, is adopted, the
Ulden house will become very useful. The groumnd floor is sdmirably suited for
social gatherings. Teas and buffet suppers could be served. A redio receiver
could be installed so tlat those who wished could listen to the Fhilharmonioc com~
certs on Sunday elternoons. The comcert could be followed by & simple tes for
which the small k' tchem would be adequate, Puffet suppers could also be served.
A piene would be & boon to many of our temporary members who sre musically in-
elined and cammot afford to rent a pianoc while they are here. A place for social
gatherings of tle temporary members of the Institute end their wives is & very
re,l need at the present time, The facilities of the University in this diree-
tion are not open to most of our younger members. Their stay in Princeton (usu-
ally one or two years) is too short to allow them to organize enything for them-
selves, ’rs, lexmer and the wives of the !rofesscrs have dome a gresat deal te
moet this situation, and I am sure would be greatly helped by the facilities which
the Olden house would provide.

The faet that the house is awmy from the center of I'rinceten would not
seriously impalr its usefulness for this purpose. It might even help it as e meet-
ing plsce for walks in the country and other forms of exeroise.

Rooms on the second and third floors could be remted to members of the
Institute. (At present, ¥rs. Ulden has three lodgers, two or them temporary
members of the Institute,) One or two rooms could be reserved for visitors who
come to the Institute om sviemtific or other business for chort periods, At
present the Nasssu Club and other imne gey this business. [Ereakfasts would
probably have te be served in the house, but not other meals,

The distance of the house from the center of rrinseton wuuld be a disg~-
advantage in the renting of rooms, but I find that pfter people have looked ths
house over they say less about thls drewbeck than before. If some more of our
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professors coms to live in the neighborhood and if our other plans dewelop as ox-
pected, it will doubtless diseppear,

I vonder whether we could heve a mesting of our committee Lo discuss
this and related matters later this week, The Institute closes for its Cluristmas
vecation at the end of this week, snd 1 expect to be going south, to attend some
scientifie meotings and otherwise waste my time, early next week,

I an sending coples of this letler to Uw. Flexmer and teo /'residemt
Aydelotte.

Yours sincerely,

Osweld Veblen

Herbert H, laass, usaq,
20 Exchange Place

New York City
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