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J ohn O. iater, !i:aq . 
~~arthmore College 
$w~Ttho)r • Penn8ylv~nis 

De John: 

June 19. 194.7 

I h~ve your letter ot June .18th and should like 

to r efEr it to Dr. · Op enhalmer vhen he oom~s here at 

the ~ nd of th~ s~~er. I knov tP~t he i k nly 

1 nt .. r e ted in 180000 iT:l~. .ean\fhl e you understand . 

of oourse. tha. t t e QUill of 85 ,000 Ilppropr1.11 te tor 

tan soaping the new h ur.ro was t or the ya 1947 and 

~e9 not mean th t turth~r sum. would~ not be aYailable 

in future yea r9. I vent you to ta t r.1 m. Ie matter 

ov~r l t h Op enheimer a t the r rst ooportunity . 

Y ur sinoere y , 

1"1" nl7 Ay eloth 

Copy to Miss 14111er . 
• 

\ 

, 
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..JOHN C. WISTER 
LANDSCAPE ARCHITECT 

SWARTHMORE COLLEGE 

SWARTHMORE, PA . 

Jr . T" S rL\{ "yue lo .te 
I'lstitute Tor .. uv~nced bUOy 
Princeton , ~e~ J ersey 

_e<.r L·r . ,yoelotte : 

.jlmE 18 , 19L7 

I "1e.' < ntEu to cone over to t,lk cO you t ut 
i-l" ve ueen ~'eL)t so DUSY here tn.", t I ni ve not ueen i b1e 
to . ? rn~ns I c'n ~o EO be~ore ynu '0 a~&y ~or the 
s~.mer . ~an you tell me when th~t ~ i 11 te l 

It 'lar see ed to ~e ~~-e ",:~ lo~e tna it ~ou1d 
be bet e r 'or me to s;>:,<1 i n F. b i ll "'or "Y s rv ices 
in rna? i!".!- vc rious pl ans :'or :IOU beL ir-.ning c bout a 
ye"r ago '.0 ,;o::'!1g , let us say , <1. t~ t'.e .' i rst 0: 
July o~ t~ i s YELr an~ tnen lct t~e., 1e th ing rest 
-"-'ltil tne nel. oirector t1. es over -"ro::! you . h e coul d 
then feel o~rfe ctly :ree to €et ot'ler pers ns to 
carry.p,ut tee I'.ork or to en;!ae;e ~;;e <.s he •. ishes . I 
_' ee l W"ma.y 1 e Jrli'c ir t h' m r,O .0 o!'":' fill:' gel ~"'c. t ~"'e 
is obli" teo cO hO o .. ith !!!e . I .ouut vf;ry tl.lc:n i1" 
I cen do a ob satisr"o:ctory to .i:n or to ;,nyone i n
r: l~ irrl' ~."3elr LUllier 'lS -' re S'''Lt Cll'C21st cces ",no 
\':i -t-h in t.ne ..Li :_i ~i.- tin.s ~e t ll<:tees \', i s" ~o "lUt o;.!. 
the eXDeno i ture . 1.5 I I'.rot", y' tl Le 'are I lie,, ' t v,ant 
to .L11oel't".ke eloin!, a vob \'" icl' I cUI sur , ;0 one v.ill 
lil{e . 

I 'lL ve .1i te E 1"11_1 ... eel: next I'.",el: but perha ps 
t ow& r us c~e ena of it I mc} ~e ~l~e to co~e ov e r to 
go over this ~ith you . 

\'e r y sincerely , 
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26 Kay 1949 

Dear Mr . Bradley: 

I am de l i hted to hear indirectly that 
you have been consult i ng oOn ister about the Bamberger 
walk and the lake. I consider him honest and conscientious 
above any landscapo a cliitect that I know, and he has 
the most delightful tas e. 

I don' know whether you know that ha 
was the ~an who laid qut the garden around Olden Manor 
for us when we came to the Institute 1n 1940. In my 
opinion i t is about t ho most beautiful garden in Princeton . 
He has he l ped 5 a certain ao:n unt wi th our garden at 
88 attl e Road, but of CO.lrs e t here is nothing like the 
opportun _ty t ere t t he had Dt Ol den Manor . Incidentally, 
the plants :I t Olden ;la nor. cons l sting of aevers.l truck 
loads, v er e a gift from Swarthmor e College. 

, You 111 fin Jehn Wl:s ter ai ident and 
resorved, but ~ f yo insist you will f in t h at he will 
do anythl'cg that nee s to be done and .ill do i t better 
then ablOst anyone I se could. 

Yours Sincerely, 

111iam Bradley, ~sq . 
~ Institute for Advan ad Study 

• 
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TH E INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY 
Founded by Mr. Loua Bamb"ger and MrJ. Felix Fuld 

PR IN CETO N, NEW JE R SE Y 

July 3, 1940 

Dear Dr . Aydelo t te : 

As Mr s . Aydelotte said that you would pr obably not come to 

Princeton until the middle of next week , I am sending you a few letters 

t hat you may wish to have before that t ime . 

l. Letter from Mr . Maass 
2 . Letter from r . Wis ter 
3. Lett er from IIlr . Hooton 
4. Let t er from President Ogi l by 
5 . Lett er from Mr. Gr aves 

At Mr s . _~delotte ' s r equest I t el ephoned Mr . Gr eey t his 

morning about the wor k at Olden Manor. He said tha t there was a second 

man at wo rk on t he floor today and had been most of y ester day . He stated 

"!hat the second floor would be finished today and t hat all the r est of the 

wor k was moving according to schedule . 

Mr s . Aydelotte also asked t hat I telephone Mr , Bergen to arr ange 

for a vi sit to t he litt l e house occu?i ed by t he Pullen Fami ly . Mr . Ber gen 

said that it woul be advisable to let him know the day before so that someone 

would be at home , as all the member s of the f~mily work, and the house is 

l ocked in the daytime . mr. Bergen sai d that the Insti t ut e Committee had 

spent $2 ,000 on r epairing the house occupied ~ the col ored f amily , the 

Bri t t inghams , but had done little on t he small er house . It is heated ~ 

a stove , a wi ndmill t akes car e of t he water supply . There is electricity 

in t he house but no conveniences . There ar e a f ai r - s ized room, a smaller 

r oom , and kitchen on t he fi r st f loor , and t wo or three small bedrooms on 

t he second floor . IAr . il ergen thought it in 
pr omi s ing fo r your Albert . 

poor coni ition , whiC~s not 

IrA~ T;;' 
~/. 6'~ 
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JOHN C. WISTER 
LANDSCAPE ARCHITECT 

W I STER STREET AN D C L .... RKSON AVENUE 

GERMANTOWN. PHILADELPHIA 

Dr . Frank Aydelotte, 
Institute for Advan ced Study , 
Princeton , New Jersey . 

Dear Dr . Aydelotte : 

July 1, 1940 . 

Thank you for your letter . I am sorry , 
of course, that you cannot put the driveway through this 
year . I don 't know if that means that you cannot star t the 
pl anting , bu t in any case as I have told you before, I want 
to come up and g o over the new survey with you , and make 
any additiona l suggestions based on the finding s of that 
survey, particularly about the terraces . I can reach much 
wiser conclusi ons about this than before t h e survey was made . 

I ga thered from y our letter t ha t you would 
be back in Swarthmore t h e earl y part of this week, and t he re
fo re woule. not wan t me in Princeton, but as I told you before 
I c oul d come to you any day t he week of July 8th , although 
preferab l y not on Wednesday or Sat urday . I could also c ome 
over after July 16th , at any time that you mi ght s et . 

I am glad you are p leased with the report . 
I thought it l ooked very well and I have had very pleasant 
acknowledgments of i t from various people . In addition to 
the regular colle ge mai lin g list it has been sent to over 800 
peop l e, who we either knew to be a lready interested in Swarthmore, 
or who we hope may become interested in it after they r ead it . 

Sinc e I de livered the report to you and 
talked about it to you in t he winter, I have b een thinking a 
g r eat deal about the second part of t his rep or t . I t runs c l ose 
t o 650 pages and contai ns I believe very valuable mat erial. 
You will remember I asked you if you would be wi lling t o send 
the College copy to t h e Arnold Arboretum, the New York Bo tanical 
Gar den , the Br ooklyn Bo t anic Gar den , or the Missouri Bo t anica l 
ga r den , to ge t the opinion of competent person s the re , whether 
they be l ieved i t is val uable enoug h to print . It does not seem 
to me that Swarthmore Colleg e should take any action on it 
until some such outside opinion Vias secured . If one or mo re 
of the di r ec tors of these other ins tituti ons thought well of 
it I still hope that you or Dr . Nason would fee l like applying 
to the American Phi l osophical Society for a g rant to print i t. 

There is the other possibi l ity of mimeographing 
o r phot os tating a limi te d number of copie s for d is tribut ion to 
bo t anical g ardens . I would be willing to have t his done as a 
l ast resort, b ut onl y af ter we had exha~sted t he possibi l ities 
of having it printed , whi ch se em to be so much b etter. It woul d 
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- 2 -

not be cheap at all to re produc e a smal l number of c opie s , 
in fact I wou l d g ather i t would run from fiv e hundr ed to one 
t hou s and dollars to do i t satisfactorily . I have had n o 
p r inting e stimate s on it, bu t it p r oba b l y woul d b e well to 
ge t them i n order to g e t some idea of t he differenc e in 
pri ce . When Dr . J . Hor ace McFarl and was last i n Swarthmore 
he a sked me t o submit a c opy to him so t hat h e might c on 
sider t he possib il i ty of printing it for us , or h ave some 
publisher do it . I h ave not as yet done t his , as I have no 
copy availab l e , but Mr s . Scott has lent me her copy for t he 
summer so I may send it up t he re . 

As I t o l d y ou t his report c o v ers not only 
the 5 , 000 diff eren t p lant s we a re g r owing at Swarthmore , bu t 
2500 i n additi on t hat Vie ei t her expect t o g r ow when we c an 
ge t t hem , or which we definitely do no t wi s h t o g row , and 
t he r efor e wan t t o put t hem on r e c or d as undesi r a b l e for u s . 
It is my opini on t hat if there was a possibility of p rinti n g the 
report t hi s number should be d ras t ically r ed u ced and t h e numb er 
of p ages r educed according l y . 650 t ypevIT it t en p a g es is entirel y 
t oo many , bu t whe t her i t could be r educ ed below 5 00 without 
s e r iously cutting ou t some of its value , I d o not know . 

The report has had some s e rious r eading 
since your copy was pre s ented t o you and a g ood many minor mis
t akes in s pelling hav e been found. These , of course , woul d be 
correc ted before any printing , mimeogr aphing or photostating . 
If t h e r e is any l i ke lihood of any of t hese methods of rep ro
duction I should like to spend at least three months next 
a u tumn or winter on the copy so t hat all mis tak e s can b e e l im 
inated a nd text conde nsed as much as p ossib le . 

Yours Sincerely, 

\ 
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JENS FREDRICK LARSON 

ARCH I TECT 

HANOYI:". NIlW HAMPS HIRE 

THO ... ". TASH . E:NGINIEIl" 

S TAHLIl., ORCUTT 

JOHN 1:. NICHO LS 

OLDDI IlAlfOR 

R!!J'" 8, 1940 

Dear Dr. ~ elotte: 

I hue instructed the4i&.~p:jitC~~~) 
in the -reur.r swi t es. The differenee in 
sUght; it is i the pennies rather 

I ell' the pro 
be e difficult one to band e , 
standings, 1 t cot IIlOJBentarily 0 
Veblen 18 a woaderrul peaee 
luI and shall do as I pro:aised biB; 
.,lot plan SIloll'ing the loe tile ~~ 
to help larle a U ttle "'~~~~" 
it lIlore ueb l.e to 

wi th you and II . 
wi til Olden or 80 

Dr. Frank: J,ydelotte , Director 
The Institute tor Advanced S~ 
Princeton , Ill . J . 

m.. 
• 

illg nr your ~roblellls 
ope every ~c goes well 

Pi'nng in it. 

regard8, I 
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Dear ~r . Lar son: 

6 &ay 1940 
Dic t a ted May 5 

Would i t make any serious d ifference In 
the cudget for Olden .anor if any new swi tches in
s t alled were thos e wonder fu l s ilent on es whi b we 
have in Ful d Hall? If the budget al lowed I should 
l ove to have the se swit ches all over the hous e , but 
I su ppose that i t w u l be extravagant t o change any 
wh ich are alre ady In 0 e r tion. If, however, you 
cons idered i t safe t o do so I shou l d be gr a teful i f 
you would give ins truct i ons that any ney ones put 
in should be of th i s par ticul ar new s ilent type . I f 
we cou l d only have one I should like it in the ba th
room between Mr s . Aydelo t t e ' s r oom and my own • 

. ~ 
I understand you h ad a s torm~. time on 

Friday in connection with the locat i on of Professors ' 
houses. I was eor ry not to be there to ass i s t 
in t he mee ting but mos t grate~l to you for tackling 
the probl em. 

J. Fr edrick Larson, Esq ., 
Hanover, New Hampshire 

\ 

Yours s i ncerely, 
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JOHN C. WISTE R 
LANDSC APE AR C H IT ECT 

WJSTIli:R STREET A N D CLARKSON AVENUE 

G ERM.ANTOWN . PHIL.AOELPH I A 

'- " ~~ Lu, CLut....~~~ 

a 

/' 

~~\ ~ ~~~ ec-~ 

~~ ~ aee ~ ~ da-d . 

.J~~ '"if-~ 
~ ol ~ ~ 4a{.(J;A.. ~ ~ 

~~~~ . J 

~ 9h~ ~d: J 
~ ~ -L ~ l/~ ( ~cv-z ~ 

~~~~ r;f~ 

dflr ~ ~~ .J>~~ 

9 ~ ~ ~ -f;;;- ~ ~ r:k:t. ,.. ~ 

d,.e ~ ~ h 4;4d h ~ ~~ ~ 
~ . ~~t</~~~~ 
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)t.;-h. h. ~ ~(7' k /£- ~ ~-.J 

~~~~~~~~ 

~~ 

. i~'7 
~(.0~ 

\ 
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79 Ap E 194" 

De a r U::- . Lu rse n : 

I !'!l:l dc ~ if ... h ted LO ha v Joer lett :: r c f /"p' il 
27 t h and <; 0 knc," th~ t there L - c hE..."1ce (,f yellr being in 
Princ e t on 0 :1 Fr iday, May 3r d , I ... he:1 l. ove to see y ou 
the re a ud wr i te i.~·lled i~te17 t ~ 8sk ,;1 ~tL~r t bC' re is a ny 
c a 1ce t r"at you CC'l!. ge t ie e'l!'~i~r ~nan l2 : ~~ o ' c lock noon. 
I ba ve a ffi" et i "1'~ '. a ;-/ 3'11 Yerk F rtd-:.y af t rne.on a t fi ve. I 
h a v e no t y e t €'>t t h e dsv!iht s e v i ne t i.me t flo le , bu t ... li th 
trains !::- 8 Ll1ey ~re a t , reoent I sheul h~ va t o l e ave 
P r i c eto n a t 2 : 18 t-:; k-"l~" t hi.s 9:J€;s,,,,e e 'lt. I f it is L..;.?0S 
s i b is fc!' y OlJ. to r "l'1ch P::,. 'c ,tC'1 ~)C;'( ;'e t ',,:' v e , n00:1 , " '0' I d 
it be rc,ssibl e f vr YCl t,) stay t! e • i:~t £.n\!~(' ",v.Jr t .. in.;s 
witb - r .:: . Ay del0 t t e, ?l •.• Gr~ey, ",e S" t ·.rd.y :~orning? 
Tba t WC\\ ~ clC a o,eb" CC" V J ·euc e S:J f:; r lOS we ",re conc erned . 

I a te '# :.. t YO·J. s ay 
a nd c ind er b lock 1) " ~~ ", ':1,5 . ',j 
I.1attnews have hE.d e,cel, e nt eXile 
f c l"ldat ;;: ns in P r i'l , e to :J., ~ Q1 1 
0_ cou l d l' ec.1Y be ~de . 

' •• lC .. It bi.:. ... ters, c:::) pe r r eof , 
nd3r0~- 1Q ~a~ B th::-: t he 

'mo e ii t h c~;" der blcck 
;10 '1 t·,;.1': th~.t ch : s c ~ n-

,'fe e e :lOW c ont c=p.l.a t tug the eoeSB i t y of ~et.\v-
i ng o1'f t h e llo rt e - cocl:€' re f e r r r·"r.n ~ <. .; .\ ~n.,e . 1_ r .. e de 
t h is , I ho, e we mey b e ab :" e to inc l.lde t ., S .l.'.'.llidry i n si de 
t h e $14 , ' ,J,) bud:::et . If "~ie h~ve to 011 \t t !, e .'or1:. e - cc che r e , 
we Il h 51. 1 hav e co -ccc:-:,'gn c.n ,mt r l'.u (;e pe rcb, ll',> tory, etc. 
I ho e ~/e c an Et 1 '?!lBt af :or d e noa h r -of t o \;:Pf)P the r ai n 
o ff peopl e ,"':' .1 6 t hey ring t:'e .!0~rb a1.i , a, I "hC'l~" l i ke 
t he "-ho';'e b·.si ,eS5 50 d e s\~.:led tha t y,Jr o r igin " l 9l!:. ns 
f or t r. e pcrt e - c o chere OC'L eV3.<;· 11y b3 cc--i.ed C'.l t. 

Pl.<Jt..se le t :.5 "no. '. 'b!'lt wr:",.1 be nece 5s~,ry thsre . 

Yc~ have aC'..t bt1 oss re.;:e~ved .y ~e tt er e. out 
e. l ' t t I e c ov "rec, p""::' oh bel: ' ' ~n :l t Le k 1 c Cu en hn t Ie I s d ry . 
Sin I s e :).t th i s off to y ou I h "Ie wO::ldered '\:, e t her we pre 
s t r ' - 6i ng t;hc to'.lse 0,.1: - m,o 1:.00 ong :md too t h in a l i ne. 
If s o , wOl:l.d you udvi s e p'.lt t i ns t h e I F nd ry a t r i t.,h t "in l es , 
accor d i ng to the enc_ cs ed sket ch? I shv .. L be o r t. t e f ll 1 i f 
y ou - . i.l.~ thi~.k this ()V ~- end l 3t 15 ~'ve YC'.J. r adv i ce . 
Th r e 8.1'e ,_;-ny other .:v·t t e rs :.f det £Jl ... u o'J. t , ',. ieb ';;e 'ttant 
t o c on sult y ou . I BE espec_ul ly e ~er t~ 1 ,uve out e v e ry 
unessent i~l ~ order to be .n~e t L kee) ·v!t. i n t uB budge t 
t ,e t h ings t he t "il ~ b e .C., t :'_pnrtEL t :'or tliB sc t i f ctory 
r ua ni cf t Le h01 S C . 

J. :F'rec. r i ck Lar s o n , Esq . 
Ha no ver 
. eY{ Hampshir e 

YC1, rs sincer e l y, 
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29 ApriJ.. 1 94u 

De ar '!r . Wister : 

~eny th~s for your J..etter . I u, deliLhted 
that YOll have bee able to go ov er th i n g s i n Pri~ceton d 
I all v sry .I ch i .:.ere_ ted in yC~l' co.-"e!lts . 

o f ar as o~r rec ent planti Ls conccr,ed 
I di.d 't G:uy because i t had b 3n cont r=.cted for a n d 
'He Cc. -1.Lc. ll.£ r d.lY break the agree ent . I tri ed t o see to 
it that t he things were put in as nearly 8S possible in 
t"e plE!c e you seo od to t hink advisa ble , but i f in t he 
end i t i.s necessc.ry to ;:;ove t hese trees or cut theL. ou t , 
'(e ~1Ust do i t . 

I.e sh'~l scon be conf::-o::lt ed "ith the saT, e 
k i nct of prol:ae,. n conne ct i>j ;i th the Olden house . ,'Ie 
nre :'lk:'n£ rcpld prcgre;;s ":ith tbe r 3pai rs and renov ations, 
and I sbc~.Lc. li.ke V 'H"J _.u ch to do sOL"etning about t he 
garden th's SpJ" "" and aU.LeI' . I pie soon to ne ve a l o t 
cf the r",bb L<>I: (;J..earad away , £ind if Ly ',," fe or I could 
h~ ve Ii t c l.k "~ tl, 7'-:' cval" ': e r e i:;o::-..el: e L t, in tl. e !lext 
fe,', peeks , we shculd love to eet; y Cl.lr 'ld v i ce abo'Jt t he 
pl1?nt' ng, I ::>r0pLse to che..::l{';e nothing until yo,: Le ve 
had e chance to look 4t it a nd give ' C an 0i,inion . 

I ~ sorry I rill ve net been ej.le to get a n air
pl'l ne phctogr aph tAken yet, b",t I h O'Je to do t soon. 
t,! eamrhile I shal~ send yC'J. the lust of this w_ek such maps 
a nd pL ~ns as 1'e av~ilfibie . 

Ti::.e 0 .vhrtl":'0 a c _p 5 is a grg, t j oy 1.0 u s 
al.L those d:...ys . .A pare:J.tly e .... JrytL ing is e:;oing to bloom 
tit once, e nd I :11.:/ '1 sh I CO'clll' bring the I--:s t i tllte Tl"-.lstees 
tc see 'hat -8 bee do ne here '....ad er your 5Kilfll di:-ectj on. 

J ~ • C. Wi ster , Bi. . 
Viis t : r S .. ana C1. ,rics(;n Ave . 
Ge r rr.anto"m , FhL &ceLph.li , Pa . 

Yours 8inceriLY , 

\ 

1 
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JENS FREDRICK LARSON 

AR C HITECT 

THOMAS TAS H , ENGINE ER 

STAN LEY ORCUTT 

JOHN E . N I CHO L S 

OLDEN OR 

HANOV ER. H EW HA M PSHIRE 

April 27, 1340 

atthews Constr uction Co 'lAlly, 
Princeton, N. J . 

Dear • Greey: 

Enclosed 
built i nto the cornice. 

1' . E. B. Gree,. 

t t ers and era 

I appreciate tha t m Toncan me to 
cop r will increase your lIostS . again with 
Dr. Aydelotte 00 thi s because the 
euough if painted es tiJ:Ie_~~..;;. 
long life that y a~ thllR'~~&-J~ 

is " i te good 
ted. I t will give a 

1U.~,Dl!t.lJlt for such u terial. 

I have 
IlI1d fee l that you can 
mold to it, a i t pic 
nice . This of course 
counteract t he &Utter 

for the 
but I 
not til 

JFL 

CC Dr . Aydel otte 

r ake a t the gable ends , 
cia and jus t add the crown 
our return of the sin cor

'le hat on your budget to 
copper if tha t is necessary. 

;;;a"""~g a t ,.ou select a stock skylight 
r. ~ lotte speaks of a l a rge f lat one , 
light with a vent would be best, and I do 

over 5 ft. square in this room. 

use cinder concrete blocks for the f ounda ti ons 
tisfa ctor,y to you in a past. 

Sincerely yours, ( U 

\ 
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lENS FREDRICK LARsON 

ARCHITECT 
HANOV EIl, NEW HAIofP SHIIl Il 

THOJ&A..5 TASH, ENGlNI3I!.1l 

STANUY O Rcurr 
JOHN P . COl'!l) 
FRANCIS H . M.ARSTO!'oI 

April 27, 1940 

OLDEN MANOR 

Dear Dr. Aydelotte: 

In repl y to your two letters of April 25th , I 
would say that I have a letter from Matthews Construction Company saying 
that you have advised them to change the metal work to copper, which is 
all right i f you cal'! ai'ford it. Othervdse, the Toncan metal would 
simply have to be painted each time the house was painted. 

I am sending Matthews a detail of the built in gutters 
and leaders. My point in leaving out the gutters was one of costs. On 
the ground around the house I usually put a paving of broken stone, and 
then plant a hedge 5 ft. from the house so that the drip falls behind it. 
That was my i dea when doing the roof but this of course is · out if you 
want a gutter. 

On the question of the frieze in the gable ends, I am 
sugges t ing that they leave it,as we find on our drawings that it would 
not l ook a t all bad, and it will effect a saving there which would go 
toward the gutters and the chan ge to copper. 

The skylight should be a stock one and will need no 
detliil. 

Matthews can of course build the f oundations of the 
porte-cochere and the servants sitting room and laund~' of cinder block 
if they can gulir!in tee it , as it certa.i nly will be a real ecoDomy . 

I can go through New York Dext week OD the way to ODe 
of my colleges and be at Princeton Friday noon, May 3d, if this would be 
helpful to you . 

Enclosed is a copy of Matthews lett er and of my reply. 

Dr. Frank Aydelotte, 
Swarthmore , Pa. 

cc to Princeton 

JFL 
Vi 

~incerely yours, 

NU~~~~~~~-

\ 
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OLDEN MANOR 

COP Y 

MATTHEWS CON STRUCTION CO;APA.~Y 

Princeton, New Jersey 

J. F. L~rson, Architect 
Hanover, 
New Hampshire. 

Dear Sir: 

Apr il 26, 1940 

Dr. Aydelotte advised me tha t he had llritten you r equest
ing t hat gut t ers be pl aced in the new cornice. Thi s, of course , 
will entai l l e aders and i n cr ea se t he cost of t he sheet metal work 
materially especially as he wishes these made of copper. May we 
have a de tail of the gutter you intend using and also leader l oca
t i ons . 

Full size details f or the cornice do not show the width 
of the frieze on the r akes of the main house r oof. The present 
frieze i s 2'-5" wi de with a moulOingin t he center. I s it your 
intention this be re tained? If not, and a narro 'er frieze is to 
be used it will be necessary to patch out all the clapboards on 
the gables, and the saving could be used t owar d t he gutters which 
Dr. Aydelotte feels he ~~shes. 

Dr. Aydelotte also wishes the roof on t he second floor 
extension made of copper with a skylight in t he linen closet in
stead of Toncan metal as originally specified . 

Could t he foundations for the Porte-cochere and servants 
sitting room be con s tructed of cinder concrete block parged on the 
ext erior with 3/ 4" cement plaster instead of pour ed concrete? The 
cinder concrete block can be laid f or the cost of the f orms . 

Ve ry t ruly yours, 

MATTHEWS CONSTRUCTION COf~PJl.NY 

By E. E. Greey . 
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JOHN C . WISTER 
LANDSC APE ARCHIT ECT 

WI STER STREET AND CLARK SON A V ENUE 

G E R M AN T OW N . PH I L AD ELPHIA 

President Frank Aydelotte, 
Swarthmore College, 
Swarthmore, Pa. 

Dear Dr. Aydelotte: 

April 26, 1940 

I spent Sunday before last at Princeton 
walking over the entire property, except along Stoney Brook, 
which was too flooded to get near, and this Wednesday I was 
up again and spent most of the day taking photographs of 
various parts of the ground, so that I think I have now a 
pretty complete record of the present appearance, and also 
information which will help me to work out vistas and things 
of that kind. This last day I spent a great deal of time in 
the woods and was again quite appalled at the very bad condi
tion of most of that area. It is evident that there has been 
a very severe fire there within the past five or ten years, 
which has killed many of the trees and scorched the bark at 
the base of many others, so that it is a question of how long 
they will survive. 

When I was up there with you in January 
you will remember that I was unwilling to criticize the plant
ing which had been done because I felt that I did not know 
the property well enough to be able in any way to judge whether 
the plants had been put in good locations or not. I am still 
unwilling to make any criticism of this work. It certainly 
has taken away much of the bareness that was there, and my 
only worry is that some of it will later be found to have been 
placed in spots where open ground mi ght be more desirable. 
Please understand that I do not say this is so because as I 
told you in the winter it will take a good deal of time to 
formulate a general plan for the property. It may turn out 
that this planting has been placed just exactly right. I can't 
help feeling sorry, however, that so much of it has gone for
ward before a general plan has been prepared . 

The trees which have been moved recently 
look very well. There was some slight winter burning on those 
that were moved earlier and it is too early to tell whether 
they will recover from that or not. It has been a severe winter 
on many plants, as you will probably have noted at Swarthmor e . 

I have been particularly interested on my 
last visits to get some inkling of the character of the ground 
in the matter of drainage, which it was quite impossible to 
form any opinion about when I was up there with you in January. 
I have been trying to take notes on this but have not yet got 
them in any particular shape . But this ' information is, of 
course, necessary to get before much planting is undertaken. 
I was quite unprepared for the great area which Stoney Brook 
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",i/l 

-2-

flooded. It seemed to cover some times four or five hundred 
yards back from the stream itself, and along much of the 
property there was no shore line at all at the hei ght of the 
water. 

I shall be glad to have the maps you prom
ised me any time at your convenience. I am getting familiar 
enough with the ground so that I will be able to read them more 
intelligently, and if you have any airplane photographs taken 
since the building was finished they also would prove helpful. 

This is the latest spring of wh ich I have 
any record. The Daffodils should have been at their height 
last Sunday and you have probably already enjoyed the early 
varieties blooming near your house, but the main collection 
~d hardly be at its best before another week unless we 
get some very warm days. I hope when it blooms that you will 
take the opportunity to walk along the border in front of your 
house and along Cedar Lane, as many beautiful varieties are 
to be seen there in some quantity, while in the Meeting House 
Woods there are established masses of some of the older varie
ties. 

The spring work at Swarthmore has been much 
delayed by the constant rains but Mr. Wood has been able to 
get all of the plants out of the nursery down below Mr. Simpson's 
house, so that nothing will be damaged when the work of changing 
the road is begun. Miss Smith was to have started on the 
planting of your garden yesterday , but the cold weather may 
again have prevented it. 

Yours sincerely, 

\ 
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24 April 194c 

Dear wr . Larsen : 

"iany thClnk" for tl.le pldns , ""hleh ave j us t 

arrived . I se:lt til"!, ov ar to ..... r d . A:J e o.te beeeuse 

IsLa 1 have :10 tL.t> to look at the:., t his norning . 

:>he a nd I "-j.l..!.. st dy the," on t he S,,0t to~o:::-ro\ a nd 

re pGrt a ny furt He r subc.estie.ls thE. t .... ay oee r t o u s . 

I agree -,-! tll y'-'-" t h. t we ca n settle 5:...9..1. 1 detai~v c f 

t l, e i::J.t erior ..... ' th ~r . Gr 'ey ITi t hcut bothering you , 

but I s IE . .I. .!.. W6, t to g]t y eur ap _ r V 6.l. c f a:lyt" in:; of 

i~,Jvrt Cl ce o 

1'It th 'faro' !iP , ree ! .tj;:'1 cf yc . r inter<lst 

_nd troub l e , I 81" 

J. Fredr ie~ L~rb~. , hs: . 

Hanr v ,r , .. 'i ,~~ ~ nq nshi-e 

Yours si.:c ere_y , 
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I we s there t hr: t 

I \:;: _ i ilted to he" !' fro .. -{ebien th e t 

J:h::"': c . ~";~t.::r , ~s 
':!is t :.)T' ct. . .. ~L ..... l,;~ tt:·k-.lv!l ... ... v e .. 
Ger.~a :1 tc',:DJ ?h ...... : u-:: l,_l!.i.~ ... , P'l ~ 

: C ...;. ::- :3 8.1 ceL"ely , 



R
ec

or
ds

 o
f t

he
 O

ffi
ce

 o
f t

he
 D

ire
ct

or
 : 

D
ire

ct
or

s 
: F

ra
nk

 A
yd

el
ot

te
 F

ile
s 

: B
ox

 5
  :

 O
ld

en
 M

an
or

, r
es

to
ra

tio
n 

an
d 

re
m

od
el

in
g 

Fr
om

 T
he

 S
he

lb
y 

W
hi

te
 a

nd
 L

eo
n 

Le
vy

 A
rc

hi
ve

s 
C

en
te

r, 
In

st
itu

te
 fo

r A
dv

an
ce

d 
S

tu
dy

, P
rin

ce
to

n,
 N

J,
 U

S
A

.:..ny -:;ll ',.i'" 1"0" tLe 1 n &, ',h ic ] I t lll 
'H'O cn tL'3 ,,'"13 till) c,-r~ct 'ns"ler 't, n tto" budg t "'r 9 -
£ 0 " ')~n . ',3-~ f.r'J L fe _ '1 I' .l.ter'ti;)nl' t ch I 'J t<..o ing 
(' v ":" !" ,·vh l..""' . Ijr ~"'ly :::!o:1c."'"'7l'nl- C.l0t!"tS, bQokc ~.- es J .3tc ., for 
wI,; eh I ti' -:. : . () charlo e '0 tr,e -1,,06 i 11 Oe n e<'lOeo . I v:o 11a 
be ..;rt1teL;.l t f 6' i e t ::"10 you WOI.. ... I1 sKet cfl ou t on 00--'1 01 ohese 
P.l " OS tue l~l rge f i r Gproof st<;QY w .. ich we plan to builcl 
evc·.1;u~ l ty . It 1.,ot J" t h l1 9..1 th "L on e Trus tees "I eo 
tl 'I):' S '~ t he -l:.ce ~n M'y will t t ,k tn .. t .-;0 ' .1d b e d0ne 
tl ::, U<f qr . 

1 ;n «!c:o:tsn'j ti. t Y'l ',re fur r.l sL1ng Larle 
with SOL.e ree.dy - r .. ,d e .. ... :IS l\,r his Lous o clod trie other ·'.smber s 
o f that gr up ere n o" cc-,<.i.d:; r:ng v"'ry f;" lriou"ly the b,li diog 
o f 1!.ldlv d'''' l 1I0H"es . iJ\;:;s \Jol :9. 0 t el 'n, th t you .1'0 
r ~ \orte1 t h _ ~~u hL1 f~s~ad - ~ ~n- ~·u ~c~ 9 s alL 1 ~ou 6as 

as ~nch l!" ye')' . c:e to =.nd 'r .... .1..... r:..; f dr' !l __ t tL-;:!Y ':ook 
el Fe~'1ere . I.;h U1G Cl 9 b l "d 11/0',), '.-11. t:31 :te fr !li(.l.Y 
wi atl 3r th!l t js yc Jr're~c"!t fon inE' . You nn v e tr T 't ed ch e , 
so ~el'l':'T'o·.). ... Ly th t 1 l' ... n ~! .. , . ,,~!~~ .:._ .... yin:...: il .---.Tc bl teet , I 
'iTn 8'l r e ~n ~y Qui 31 < l' )".1 t.:Hl,l l '-"_;., t v~ '0 ;;C you , ,:r::lv ideO 
y o·] V' '1o,Jd U,e j e D, Olt I C-,,:J,':: _ _ :I ::.e0 tl , t :J." :n i)Jt t D '1 
to' lr.t ', r S.s. Jjo:J<es .~orJ tr'.)t.b.L tLa "m r:! 131'6 :vrth . 
Cer t Elitlly '3Y ~ryc e .:.;.1, _ unjersta . u a,ld ' . .'!'lwL, te your 80t 1 -
tude ~, t ev a r it i~ , 

\jlt.l K i nu3;.;t r ~o:.lrw._ , I ~ . .: 

fOlrs ..;l. cerely , 

J . F ed tClC ,ar '0.'1 , ~s • 
!lanoY'l r 

\ 
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T1-IOlolA..S TASH, IiNGn<o"'EElI. 

sr I<NUIY oacurr 
JOHN P. CONE 
FRANCIS H . NARSTON 

J ENS FREDRICK LARsON 

ARCH IT ECT 
HANOVEIl. NEW HAMPSHlaE 

A ril 13, 1940 

Dear Dr . Aydel otte : 

Enclosed ar e the pl ans f or Olden Manor 
D S .;e discussed it Thursday , the 11th . I am also sending 
a copy of these pl an s to Mr . Greey f or his r ecor ds and 
action if you ;;i sh him to go ahead . 

I certainly thi nk til is is t he r i ght 
answer to the house , and you will have more value with t he 
book room built on in f i r e? r oof construction than to alter 
t hi s house with excessive cost t o accommooa te your books . 

Please advise me as soon as you are ready 
to l e t hi m go ahead becau se I have f u l l size de-wils t o make 
f or the exteri or . 

Wi t h kind personal regar ds , I am 

Dr . Frank Aydel otte , 
Swarthmore , Pa . 

JFL 
V: 

i. 

Sincerely yours , 

\ 
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Within five blocks of the UniveTsity of ViTginia 

(?NARLOTTE 

ChaTlottesville, ViTginia 

~ IJ ~7'r() 
" 

. 
S> r~~~~ 

~u ~~ o'-~ 

~!f~~fo-
S~ -£- ~ ~ :/-"U~../-

A£ tPn /~~ ~ Y~J~/~ ~ 

I~~ ~ ..Jp'~ ..fe4r~ ~ . 

Y ~i ~J ~~ t4-
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1 3 ""?" eh C'10 

Dear Larson : 

I am da1~Jlted that you can COilla to Princeton 

n,)':l : ,;i~l tr J t.) we:" 

nas s . 

I . .1ot£ ~Lr.t y:>u '[;i ll cone 10 .. 

. uO: L : ,1 
, , , 

- 1- :c v , l.!. ... IU~ 

l' . , :(. : . t ~ C ! 
., , , . J • 

, ' .)", v . . , >,~ ,~. , 

lJOon . 

J . F r e,",-r ::' ck ~arson , Esci e, 
Hanover , 11 ew iIBLlpshire 

T 

-

, , 1 

)_ .. J ..... 

~Jl :. 
, ... - r~ -":':~3 , 

" 
..... 3.nl~ 

.. ,. 
" 

, 
,J .. > ., 

\ 

0::' r . 

, ~ 
~ " ~ 

-~ .. v -
";0 " . "RUS S 

"C ... 0r> co '1-
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T HO MAS TASH, ENGI NE.E R 

STANLEY ORCUTT 

DOPLES HODSES 

JENS FREDR I CK L ARSON 

ARCHI T ECT 

HANOVER, NEW HAMPSHIR E 

1.ly dea r Dr • . ~delotte : 

March ll" 1940 

Thank you f or your letter of March 8 . 

We shall finish our plans and be r eady 
t o send them out 0 the contr actors on /,la rch ;:'2 , including 
the 6- ca r garage f or the houses . 

I would be ve r y much pl ea sed indeed to visit 
you a t t 'le I nsti tute Tuesday , Mar ch 26t.l:! , and will a r r i ve on 
t he morning train from New Yor k . I hope Mr . ilaass can be the r e 
so we can settle all these que s tions and have a good talk on 
any pr oblems we may have . 

With kind regards , I am 

Dr . Frank Aydelotte, Director 
The Insti tute for Advanced Study , 
Princeton, N. J . 

JFL 
VI 
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7 March 1940 

Dear ~r . ister: 

I am deligh ted to have your l etter or March 5th 

which 1s entirely sati sfactory so far as I am concerned . I 

r ealize that it wi l l be impossible f or you to do much before 

t he end of Sprin or the early summer and that is really quite 

satisfactory to me since I shall then be spending more time 

i n prince t on myselr and shall be ver y interested to talk to 

you from day to day about the possibilities of t he Institute 

grounds . 

I shall try to get together ror you immediately 

some maps and plans and shall ab t he same time rin- over to 

you t he airplane view of our grounds which 1s not very ood, 

but b&tt er t han nothin • I wi sh we had a new one shoVl1ng 

the bu1ldin 1n place and we must some time make arrungements 

to procure one . 

Looking fo rward ~ith gr eet enthusiasm t o t he 

results of your work , I am 

John C. Wi ster, Es q., 
Wister Itreet and Clarkson Avenue, 
Germantown, Pa. 

Yours sincerely, 

FRANK AYDELorTE 

Please exouse typed signa
ture--arm in plast er cast 

\ 
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JOHN C . W ISTER 
LANDSCAPE ARCHITECT 

WiaTER STREET ANO CLARKSON A V EN UE 

GERMANTOWN, PHILADELPH I A 

Dear Dr . Aydelotte : 

March 5, 194 0 . 

I am writing y ou merely t o put on 
paper t he con clus i ons that we reached on Mond ay . 

I understand that you wish me to 
p r oceed to familiarize myself with t he property of 
the new institute of Princeton. I can do this best 
in Mayor June and I shall p lan to s p end some· d ays 
t here every week for a few weeks. After I ha ve done 
t hat I shall send you a detai led report outlining 
what seems to me the possible developments you mi ght 
make . 

I s h all, at the same time, out line 
the various methods by which I think I can be of ser
vice to you, and include a schedule of fees Which seem 
to me t o be proper f or this work if you ask me to 
undertake i t. 

I s h all ma ke quiet i nquiries as t o 
possib l e persons who might be suitable for a superin
tendent with the idea that such work mi ght beg in next 
October or later . In the event that you later e ng a ge 
me to carry out this wo rk I s hall make no Charge for 
this pre l i minary survey excep t actual traveling or 
hotel expenses . If you should, after reading my r eport , 
de cide not to go a he ad on a ny of it, or decide to turn 
it over to someone else to carry out , I sh all make what 
seems to be a proper charg e for t h e p reliminary work. 

Yours Sincerely, 
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J ::.~ y ,:-'" G a-: to t ,ve ye, - 1 t::- a :::t ti. :; t;ua -
t lc.n &. t ,[ I'_t:..ce ln.~ . r.-: .... .: ' ._ t y:,' ~ tit I J.;;-_ 1 ~) r .. nlng 
tono I .: \ ':'i yco,: ,. -. =. 'lJP;i,..:::' tf:!. t t O!10 c . .a1 T ":-'n t_ .. ,J:l}. ~~ t. ...... 3 

th~ t yeu Sh"',\l..L r.l.?ve f "ll ot t ~(~ e C!J. i l ~ ..1c1nL..i:-__ fI, :..iio!> ~~L~ 

~ve '3:: cpp~rt\;n i ty there tc ·,10~\.-:.. ot:t tl l~out..ll ( _ · ... :· ~ iJi c;;f yeG. ~ s 
otl e nlng wfi ! <':!l ·iJCPi.t. be oru .. :!1 b·.; t:l: you f..; od. C.r" i __ o.)tr . c t~ ve 
es!:: 'J. ": 0 pec")l~! "t.o GOIDoe ::'rc ...... ev 1./ .:=. l'"C L! C;-le e riC. tc 
s~uay a~ ~~e In~titli t e . 

I :.":1 Ii .L! t"L.L t" sIn' ,E\c. &:'ot.; t y:: c:.r 0 ~. i",a es of 
c osts . I thl "- we ':''l:s t (' 0 t he t 'i:,e no :!:!lt t c r "het it costs , 
btl n e d hac. in :!.i;:;' so:.e 1ih ~!".g "', let '~U ... be l e.: !:x ~ !:1" i ve 
t hlln t h e ":o!"k of t he J'rtllUr Eoyt bCGet F U~;(, t:·~:::! a t 3wurt ore 
in t [, t it \'IOUJ.', h.I, Utore to tr -es an:' f lc\!ler i:le; s:.r~ s r:. •• d 
EO t o f lc'/' e rs. v'h i '] n3ed e.o sta " t ca re . I ""ou 16. 81 ,0 b e 
wi_l!.!l7 :'0 8~':"' L!l~ t_i.'n.f: .,:.} lJ ~n i· .... :t; '3 :=,-.,"-1 1 ana -.t:ft ·-.V(,~ 

thcu.:h ';0 h <1 .0 ,~::.~t 80.e ye<;."' s f o r OU 0 tc 't :.l e. fect . 

I ::;r.01;'_;:\ 11%,; V '.3 ry !D' H;h to t al' t h i!: ". :".l ov~r OJ: th 
you et 'trie a ' r.l. l..;..., t CO:lve .-. ieat t l ~e , an~ I. ' /.:. nda if j .YJ. o· ..... ~t.t 
t o come to Pr~ncetl) 71 83ain t o l ook ,ev e::- t ne ~,.." d thore .:'lore 
thcroug::~ly . I e .:. ~iu_"\.l sr:>"y th- t I !l":' V 3Dt~) h e~·,:·t ' :-.. t.cv1ng 
you do it . I we.. t to a t o::.ear what we oU ,b t to ) t::.y you an 
what~ne o.x ,) ~::l(liture ~rLi.l bA out 'l ida ("'1 'th Qt , ;0 th"t ::: ,,!.&ll 
lena 0 ho'.': r..u ch mcn c:y I :ohall have to fi nd . 

J ohn C. 'Iii-s t er , .... sq . 
W_st er St . a C::' e r k on Ave. 
Ge r ::an tc"-:: , Pl! i_ade .!. ' uia , Pe. . 

\ 
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JOHN C . W ISTER 
LA NDSCA PE ARCH ITECT 

W1STER STRE ET ANa CLARKSON A V EN U E 

G E RMA NTOWN. PH ILADELP H IA 

Dear Dr. Aydelotte: 

February 21, 1940. 

1 have been thinking a great deal about the development of the 
new Institute at Princeton. You have indicated that you would probably 
want m,. services but 1 do not lolow if you want me to make preliminary plans 
which would later be carried out by others, or whether you wanted to engage 
me in a capacity similar to that of Director of the Scott Fbundation. 

As you have not yet indicated the tYP9 or extent of the work, 1 
have not been able to formulate my ideas either about the work or about the 
charges I ought to make for it. Naturally, 1 should prefer to be retained 
over a period of years, as at Swarthmore, and if 1 were, naturally the 
charges should take this into consideration. 

If you do want me in any capacity and you expect to make any start 
during the 1940 season I shall be glad to talk this mat tsr over with you, at 
your convenience, during the month of Mareh. If, on the other hand, as 1 
rather gather, this work will have to wait until 1941 then 1 can discuss it 
with you at greater length during the summer or autumn. 

I would expect to need at least a year to become familiar enough. 
with the grounds and with your general idea of the future of the Institute, 
to be able to make a sui table plan for the landscape development. You will 
remember I thought you would have to live there some such period before you, 
yourself,would see the problem in all its aspects very definitely. I do not 
think anyone can make an acceptable plan for such a place wi thout long study. 

Long future time planning is necessary. The property cannot, in 
my opinion, be developed in a satisfactory way by bringing in a landscape 
archi tect or a contractor from time to time. Construction should not be begun 
until a first-class superintendent or head gardener has been engaged, and by 
first-elass I mean a man capable of becoming as valuable as Mr. Simpson and 
Mr. Wood are at Swarthmore. I have talked to them and they think that sueh 
a man should be paid about $9,000. a year. There are plenty of men to be had 
for half that but we do not think they weuld have the all-around abili ty that 
is reall;y needed. 

SUeh a man would need, for upkeep, several helpers and proper equip
ment sueh as trucks, tractors, plows, mowing machines, etc. 

No one can give anything but the vnguest idea of construetion eosts 
until more is known of the type and scope of development. I don't see how 
anything worthwhile eould be done on a place of tha t size and importanee for 
less than $10 ,000. a year for the first ten years. 

\ 
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Dr. ~elotte. - 2 - February 21, 1940. 

You have seen the results at Swarthmore from an expenditure of 
abouL~qis sum of mone,.- in the las t ten years. There t he problem wa s com
para~~asy because the buildings, roads, paths and large trees were already 
there to form a background and because the head gardener and t he men under 
him had been there for some years and were functioning well. 

The Princeton property i8 still in a primitive condition and iB, 
therefore, in an entirely different category. While I feel quite sure that 
i f I should be retained I could give just as grea t satisfaction as I have at 
Swarthmore, I kno w full well that it cannot be done as quickly or as economice.l
ly. I should not want to enter into it at all unless I believed that conditions 
were such tha t I could do wo rk of which I would be as proud as I am of that at 
Swarthmore. 

Yours sincerely, 

\ 
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5 ebrua I""j 1940 

Dea r Mr . Lar son : 

Did y ou get : t cleE.r f r om lAr • . ~aass tha t we 

new prop cs e to screen eL. t he Y ind::;ws i n Fuld Hal~? And 

vlil l y ou ~e.ke sui ~ab e arrenge.4e:1t with t te contra ctor so 

tha t can be done? I shou.i..d De gr a teful :f we could have 

an 9st.i..:I:a te of the cost so that I ca. have i t eppr" ved by 

Mr . Maas s befo re t he work i s a ct a_ly bes~ . 

J. F . Lar son , Es~ . 

Fiancv a r , NeYi Ha:J.pshi re 

Yours s i n cerely , 

\ 

• 
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MILLER NORTH BROAD STORAGE COMPANY 
MI LLER NORTH BROAD TRANSIT COMPANY 

OFF1CES AND W4REHOUSES : 

2709 NORTH BROAD STREET 
5 2 ND BELOW BALT I MORE AVE . 
530 1 GERMANTOWN AVENUE 

BROAD ABOVE LEH IGH 

PHILADELPHIA 

Dr. Erank Aydelotte 
Swarthmor e College 
Swarthmore, Fa. 

Dear Sir: 

:february 2, 1940 

This firm has been informed t hat 
in the near future you contemplate t he r emoval of 
your household goods from 324 Cedar Lane , Swarthmore, 
to New Haven , Conn. 

May we offer our estimate for t his 
work, as well as suggesti ons to f acilitate removal? 

We oper ate a l arge, modern fleet 
of motarvans, all owned by Miller North Broad StOI1ige 
Compeny, all manned by careful, courteous men who have 
spent many years with us, safely handling the finest 
household belongings. 

Since inter-state removals are 
governed by I1ites filed with t he Interstste Commerce 
Commission, cost of t he work will be uniform, depend
ing on the actual weight of your goods. 

Your request by mail or 'phone will 
bring our estimator, at your convenience, ready to quote 
prices, make helpful suggestions. 

We hope we my have the opportuni ty 
of serving you, for we f eel sure our service will meet 
with your a pproval. 

Very truly yours, 

MILLffi NORm BROAD stORAGE COMPANY. 

C(.y'~ 
A. L. MATERSON. 

AIM:F Contract Dept. 
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JOHN C. WISTER 
LANDSCAPE ARC H ITECT 

WISTER STREET .loNe CLA RKSON AVE N UE 

GERMAN T O WN . PH I LADELPHIA 

Dear Dr . Aydelotte: 

Febr uary 1, 194 0 . 

Thank you for your lette r of January 29 th . 
Becau se my wor k under you at Swarthmo re has c overed s o many 
years and has been so ext remely de lightful, I would naturally 
want to work under you a t any n ew p lace to wh ich y ou went . I 
feel , however , t h a t the pr ob lem b efore you a t present is not 
like on e wh ich mi ght confron t you h ad you merely b ecome t h e 
h ead of anot her colleg e or university . When you s p ok e to me 
ab out the more mature stud ents and the more rapid turnover by 
the fact of t h e on e year term combined with t h e fact that t h ese 
men are go ing b ack t o their own col l e ges to teach , y ou po inted 
out t o me tot a l l y new visions of what this new school might be 
come in t h e way of influencing t h e deve l opment of colle ge 
g round s all over the c ountry . You mention ed t h a t the school 
itself was unique from t h e point o f view of its te chni cal in
struction, but I feel t hat t hi s opportunity to i nf luence mature 
men and their wives is e ven more unique, and that it can become 
one o f g reat i mportance. 

For all these reasons , I s h all be delighted 
if you will want me to work wi t h you in this d eve l opment over a 
period of years, and at t h e proper t i me I shall b e g lad to go 
over the who le matter with you at such leng th as you desire . 
As I told you, I felt strong l y that whatever y ou did a nd what
ever pe rsons o r firms you emp lo ye d to help you, t h e d e velopment 
should proceed very slowl y b ecau se it is a n ew work that must 
be g in from scratch , and if it should be begun hastily mu ch mi gh t 
b e d one which would h ave to be chang ed later. 

I feel strong l y t h at one mus t li ve with a 
p r operty or a problem for some time before on e can f u lly gras p 
a l l its parts and details . That would b e tru e in t h e land scape 
of any ordin ar y p lace , but is much mo re true here i n a place, 
the ma i n ob j ect of which is t o serve as an e xa...rnple for bthers . 

, hen you first c ame to Swarthmor e, and to an 
even greater extent, when I first came there, we bo th stepped 
into a go ing c oncern . By that I mean t h at the campus, most of 
t he present build i n gs, and all of the present big trees were 
al l t h ere, so were the great stretches of lawn and features lik e 
t he great walk of oaks lead ing to t h e railro a d stati on . These 
features wer e p resent b ecau se t he colle ge had b e e n g oing f or half 
a ce ntury or so a nd the t i me had been ample fo r the g r owth of the 
trees. No t only t hat, bu t t he grass wa s being cut and men and 
tools were on hand to do various kinds of work even thou gh it ma y 
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h ave been very inefficiently done compared to the present time . 
I draw attention to this because the contrast is so g reat when 
you think of the new school at Princeton where nothing h as been 
done . The l and around the building s is bare and big trees such 
as you have a t Swarthmore canno t be h ad for a quarter or half a 
century ex cept at very hig h cost . There are n o persons who have 
been working on the property and know it well , and there is no 
equi pment . The school itself is running and you are s tepping 
there into something you help ed to create an d which is going vTe l l 
but the minute you step away from the teach ing t o t h e physical 
pr operty, it is necessary to be g i n at the very beg inning . 

I don 't feel that this is anything t o be sorry 
for, in fac t it makes t he opportunity for s p l e ndid d evelopment 
that mu ch greater, bu t it means a longer time needed f or develop
ment and a relatively mu ch h i gher expense . 

I h ave t a l ked t wi ce to Mr . ood and once to 
~Ir. S i mp son a t some l e ng th on this prob lem and h ave g ot very 
valu able i d eas from t h em on this problem whi ch I shall be g lad 
to d iscuss with you in t h e future . The y both feel as I do , that 
this is a wonderful opportunity to do something very f i n e but 
it is g oing to be an exceeding l y big job whi ch is g oing to take 
much time and patience, careful t hought and a larg e amount of 
mone y . I don 't know if I was ab le to make t h em und erstand what 
to me is the most insp iring t hou ght - the i nfluencing of those 
person s who c ome t o the schoo l f o r the sole pur pose of getting 
techni cal knowledge , and making t h em more or less unconsciously 
abs or b something whi ch wi ll beauti f y t hei r own l i ves and the 
surroundings of the colleges in whi ch they wo rk . The more I 
t hink o f it , t h e more it seems t o me that t hi s h as n ever been 
done or even thought of before, and it seems bigger and more 
splendid . 

Yours sincerely , 
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JOHN C . WISTER 
LANDSC APE ARCHITECT 

WISTIlR STREET AN D CLARKSON AVENUE 

NTOWN, PH I LAD E LPHIA 

~/~sident Frank Aydelo tte ;I'~!rthmore College 
Swar thmor e , Fa. 

Dear Dr . Aydelotte : 

January 'Zl , 1340. 

I ;yant to thank you for giving me the opportunity of seeing your 
beautiful new place . I t was tile greatest pleasure to me to have the 
drive with you to see the place and meeting many i nteresting people . 

I th ink you r~ve a marvelous location and an unusual opportunity 
to make a planting tr.at will not only be agreeable and enjoyable to you 
and the faculty but which wil l impress itself ~pOL the students in such a 
wB¥ that when tiley return to their own co llege campus they will have s
wish to make it more beautiful . 

I do not see any :l.ifficul ty at all i n accomplishing this but , 
like any project in building or pl anting, it cannot be done in a minute 
nor can it be done cheaply. I feel quite sure that when you bave had 
time to think it over that you will r ealize the wisdom of appropriating 
sufficient money to make such a development possible and to keep it up 
properly once it is started. 

As I told you, I am in complete accord with you and the others 
that no elaborate development of the grounds is either necessary or desir
able. The outstanding character of the place is ths sweep of country 
which it overlooks and every ca re mus t be taken Lot to interrupt l ong 
vistas or t o put in trivial planti ng which temporarily catches the eye 
and takes away fron the mai n theme . 

I naturally hope tha t when you come to do thi s wo l'k t ho. t you 
will want me to do it for you. You have been most kind in p.xpressing 
appreciation of what I have done at Swarthmore and I fesl quite ~e 
that I can give you equal satisfaction her e wi th a totally different pro
bl em and a totally different approach. 

I have no suggestions to make at the moment becaus e tile probl em 
is too new to me . I will want to keep thinki ng about it and if you want 
me t o do anything about it I will have to come over and study H at some 
leng th. I do , hcmever . feel quite confident that the few suggest ions I 
~ede to yo~ on the ground were sound and tilat you will no t go wroL6 on 
startiLg any plant i ng tuis year in the g roupings and pOSitions which were 
su.gges ted. 
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PresiQent ?rank Aydelotte. January 27 . 1940. 

I did not have a chance to talk to you after the tea about the 
woods . I enjoyed~' walk in them very mOlch . Parts of them are very 
beauti ful but need attention and, unfortunatel y , many par ts are not beau
tiful but wil l need a great deal of att ention to b ring them to pr oper 
develo~ent . I feel str ongly that a series of wood roads should be put 
i n as soon as possibl e to g ive access and hel p f i ght f ires if any should 
star t . The woods are i n an ey.ceedingl y danger ous condi t i on f rom a f ire 
hazard point of vi ew and the sooner that this i s done the better , but r 
do no t think the r oae s sho-.ud be put i n haphaza.rdly , but should follow 
pl ea sirgl i nes and should go to poi nts of i ntere s t . This part of the pro
blem is not at all ~~ike wr.at I faced at Swa r thmore in 1930 , even though 
the l and i s flat i nstead of very steep. 

I shall talk over with Mr. Simpson and Mr. Wood the questi on 
of care of grounds in general and I think between us we can gi ve you a 
sound r ecommendati on as to the number and char acter of persons which are 
needed i n this department . 

Youre sincerely . 

\ 
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JENS FREDRICK LARSON 

ARCHITECT 

HANOVER. NEW HAMPSHIRE 

THO NAS T A SH . EN GINE ER 

ST.-.NI..ET ORCUn 

.JO H N E. NICHO I..S 

THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVAN CED STUDY 

Dear Dr. Aydelotte: 

Inasmuc 
and the housing, I thought it lie 
day ni ght arriving at Princeto 
1st. I rill leave my bag a t 
I nsti tute for 101 30 . I wil 
of Thursday and as l ong on 
discuss ~l our problems . 
with me fo r our confer~~~~ 

again , and hope y 

,~rs . Aydelo tte, I 

J anuary 25, 1940 

--"~ discus s the 
e dov.n Wedri 
roi g , Febr uary 
en go on t o t he 

On in Princeton all 
eces sary , 0 we can 

the ecessary material 

asure to seeing you 
af ter your holiday . 

al regards t o you and 

Si ncerely yours , 

Dr . Frank otte , Director 
The I ns titu t e for Advanced Study , 
Princeton, New J e r sey 

cc t o Swarthmore 

JFL 
\ 

• , 
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WESTERN 
UNION 

NEWCOMe CAR1.TON. "IIDIOCNT 

J. Fr ederiok Larson 
Ha nover. New Hampshir·e 

to 

24 Janua ry 1940 

......... 
CHECK 

ACCT"G lNFM N. 

TIME FILED 

DELIGHTED YOU CAN VISIT PRINCEI'Or NEXT WEnt 

SUGGEST FEBRUARY FIRST OR SECOND COOPERATIVE FOUR FAMILY 

HOUSE NOVI BEING SERIOUSLY DISCUSSED PLEASE BRING PLANS 

AND ESTDMTES 

FRA. ;K AYDELOTTE 

WESTERN UNlON GUT ORDERS SOLVE THE PERPLEXING QUESTION 01-' WHAT TO GIVE. 
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21.. J a n'...le. ry 191..0 

Dear Mr . .... raO:l : ) 

I h llve y o I ::" _ett;,r c f J am.ifi ry 1 9 t h and h a ve j us t 
sent y ou the enc':'osed te ... egra.. . It 1i11_ b e v e ry sat isf a cto ry 
indeed f ur 'ol s to have a t al k l:! ' r :' c e ton aoout Olden ~6.nor , 
and I agree ,'/ th y e t!::!.!: t we ha ve got abo~t, a s ,i'ar as we c an 
get throu' corres ~cndence. 

Mo re impo::-ta:lt still is t h i 3 pr opo sed f our - f 8I:!ily 
hou s e f er nhi ch you drew such edm:rable pl a ns last yea r . The 
Tru stee of the I st~tut e h ve bee~ willi'18 t o build t h e 
bouse t o rent t o t ' e ~ ac~' t,y , bu t they are w:lli to contiid e r 
a proposal fro::: the rr: eu:.b ars of t he Fo. cu l_y that 'they build 
the hO'..ls e the:r.se _v e s , the l ns t :. tute l e :-.d · a subst e:-.tial 
propor!lt en of th_ cost on a ::ort;ese . V:he:l you come do m 
next t:leek • .I ho , e we Cf; n he ve some dL c~ss1on Iv:. th the lllo::lb e r s 

f tho ] 'a cu ':' ty cenc 3rnod a nd -JOSS ' bl y Vl1 th the I nsti t;u te Com
:n: ttee on ul.ld i ngs and Gr :lU, ds . 

One c f t he mos t _m.porta!lt lU est ion i s j s t wh en 
the f : a1 deo!.sion m .. ,s t b t:!!1d e in or der tha t this hou s e can 
be bu'l t and r oady f or oc ou pancy .:n e vtembe r . I wi sh y ou 
wo~ld g:ve 80=.e ti-.ou;r; t to t ha t and be pr e,.,ared t o s i ve as 
def:' .i te a~ answer as nossib e . 

v.flY 1 ask you t o ~o or.e more t hing . Va riOUS 
fe .r3 have been e p re3sed ch ~ t he building of t h i s hou se 
wC'lld be t n some way ad' s f :'gu relt.ent of the I n s t i t u te g rou nd s . 
" y own opi n ion is tha t it; ?ril l ook Illl.. ch be tter than any of 
the ex pens i ve f acul,-y houses th",t haye so f a r been erecte d 
a ld w!.Ll :'n n o sense s ug~est a 5_.la: or tene.:.e. t . I f you c~uld 
prepar e one of y eur oetiJ.t ' f u a r chl t e c t ' s dr!!wlngs of tho 
f ro t e~ 9va t::. C !1 , posslbly ...,j eh colo rs , I t hi::.k : t :!ligt.t do 
a goed d eal t e c onv '3rt the se ',Iho are doctbtfu1 aholl t the 
e f!'ect s f fj1l Ch a b,,'- _c : ng . 

Wou le. y C'J repe re a130 L, n a f a' r l y sma - _ scale 
a n 0;] t1 : ne or t he i n s t; t t'..: te g r ounds , sho";! _ the p ce or 
th ~.3 b\,;~ln:ng bu t cmi tt ing t he quart e rs for t l, e hou s ing or 
c 9mb ers s ~n ca tl! '.s l!l. tt a r pro j e ot i s not yet r dady fo r general 
dino lss:on . In thi s c onnec t :on I dhoulCi l ike to r aise the 
1uest :on witt you as t o whet r.er :t wou_c. no _ be a good t i g 
t o pu t tl ~~ f i rst f cu r - f n :ly .lcas e as far a ',my from Fuld 
Hall !lS ~o.3slhle , dOH:! toV/!; r d t; t:e end o!' the block a d j a cent t o 

i:l e gOolf COclrse . 

LOokiL-6 f"r Hard ,/' t.h g rent : t 3rest t o ou r d1s -
C' as lon~ n ext Vleek , a 

J, Freder:oK __ r o ~ , ~ 5q . 

Ha:lov ~ r , re";, Ha~p sh1 re 

Yours stnoarely , 
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THOMAS TASH. ENGINEER 

STANL£Y ORCUn 

JOHN E . N I CHOLS 

JENS FREDRIC K LARSON 

ARCHITECT 

HANOVER, NEW HAIotP8H IRE 

\ 
• 

y dear Dr . Ay e1 tte: 

1:: . It ee S to 
feren ce wbere we 
you r aise. 

Thank you f or your let ler of 
e t hAt. our next ove is t o .:tave 
can di CU 85 in de teil the va ri ') 

I could vis! t 
January ::3 for Ii day 6r 0 if th.u 
y ou . I think we have gone "w 

Princeton the we ' . 
.9-la~'--.!!,,,,,c:mvenien t. 0 

t of carre 
and llS t. get toge er so thll t I 

. wi bes and re<;uire ant.s . e c 
6S eeks to acco ;>11s!> by c6'1~~s 

1 I 

ector 
ed Stuq, 

Copy to lI11rtlmore, P • 

\ 
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J<:nuary 16 , 1940 

D el?r ::i s s "_bbet t , 

Dr . ft.:ctshen has asked me to 
expre ss iler gratitude to Vr . _ yel ot te end to 
sl?y that she enticipates the p leasure of S)e8.1;:
in5 7i ita him on Taur sda..;y , Janua r y 25 t11, at 
elev en oclo c l~.1 "'" 1'~. 

u l an ha s be8n dev i s ed to 
synthe s iz e contemporary kno';lled~e _n 1711ich the 
n ost eni nent scholar s and . unan i s ts of t:lis aGe 
a r e intere sted 81d it i s the >7 i sh of b oth 
Dr . Conant and r . ','Ihitehe ad tha t Dr . Adyelotte 
be inforned of thi s p l an . 

LO Ll!'S sin c er e l y 

~:v' ~ 
Louise .-a ckson, Secretary 
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~ecfures 

on 

9ardens 

NELSON MILLER WELLS 

LANDSCAPE ARCHITECT 

22 Forest Avenue, Hastings.on-Hudaon, N. Y . 

Phone Ha,ting' 2573-R. or Plaza 8-2695 
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Lecture Series 
HOW THE LANDSCAPE ARCHITECT 
DESIGNS PLANTING 

Some reasoru why the good plantsman needs to know and use 

his plants 8J an artist uses his materials. 

PLANT COMBINATIONS 

How to U~ plant materials for landscape effects. 

BUYING PLANTS AND HOW TO PLANT THEM 
(BLACKBOARD ILLUsTRAnONS) 

What you should know about plants in the nursery and tbe dOl 

and don'is of the plantins operation. 

TheJ,e three leclures form a Jer;Cl which mall extend 
over the period of one ~Q' for 'he tolal fee of $100. 
plul 'raveling expenses. 

The fee for 011 separate ledures is $50. plus tfa\leling 

expenses, 

Lectures are illwlraleJ and many of the sUdes are in 
nalural color photograph). 

Other New Lectures 
DESIGNING THE SMALL GARDEN 

Opportunities fOl satisfying dcsigm in small gardena. 

TREE AND SHRUB ARISTOCRATS 
Selected plants both old and Dew to give the Barden interest and 

distinction. 

AN ARBORETUM IN THE MAKING 
The garden dub or the small estate build. an uboretum. How 
it is planned and what it means to the owner and the community. 

WINTER GARDENS 
What can be done in creating winter gardens with evergreens 

and the berried trees and shrubs. 

To meet a growing demand. M,. Wells will arrange 
10 visit a group 01 dub members and give odvice on 
landlCope plonning. A ske.tch pion or memorandum 
will be left with each oumer so that the recommend
ations can be carried out. Four participating members 
thUJ receive a two hour consultation and divide the 
$SO. dail:9 lee and tr(llJe.ling expenses at an individual 
cost of ,." than $15.00. 
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Mr. WeU. is a graduate of ComeH Univenity in L:andsc.ape 
Architecture. For fifteen years he was aJIOCialed witl(. Olmsted 
Brothen, Landscape Architect., Brookline, MasoachutellL Dur
ing this time he bad a wide range of experience in aU phasu 
of laodscape work throughout the eaJlem United States. For 
tIuec yean he was Chief Planting Dcsqp,er for the Park Depart
ment of New York City in charge of plantina desicn for over 
700 parks and parkway developments. He is now President of 
the City Garde.. Club of New York City and Landscape 
Consultant for Cornell University on tbe: Cornell Arboretum. 

His l.OiJe experience in landscape work, especially as related 
to planling garJeru and estates, makes his lectureJ mosl valuable. 

JANE DEEn:a RJpPIN 

In his lectufu on gardens and landscaping, Mr. W ells 
speaks effectively and with authority out of a wide experience. 

C. STUART GAGER, 

Director, BROOKLYN BOTA NIC CARDEN 

Mr. Wells has given lectures at the New York Botanical 
Garden by spttial invitation. 

Mr. We'" hGl thorough training, "aluable experience. a 
keen appreciation of plan', and a most interesting wall 0/ I4lking 
about them. Hil lecturel are " ery UJorth IDhile. 

RAu>H W. CURTts, 
Pro/eSlOr 0/ Ornamental H orticulture. 
C ORNELL U NJV£RSrTY. 
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January 12 , 19~0 

J. Fredrick Larson , Es q . 
Hanovor , re'" Hampshire 

Dear !Lr . Lars on : 

I have b een tl t udying the pl ans ';hich you sent on , 
and t a ve a fe" poin ts wh ich I wi s h you v:ou ld think 
over before '"e r eet in Princet on a week or t .. o hence. 

First: I an assur ed b~' ever ybodv t 'lat apartment s for 
members v']:o build oueht to rent for fifty dol a r s pe r 
!!lonth f or e rht onths , so that t he annua l income for 
a su e I:oul be about fa r hundred dollar s . Ca n we 
c onstruct hen eo t hu t t bs7 -':;'11 ]:ay on t hat basis ? I 
I::.8de a rourh cube f r o t he pl~!ls you sent me , and I am 
!onderioF '''hethe r our 1'igur e of .,>3 , 000 . i s !lot too 

h i gh . Ther e are le.s t han l' ve h~ndred ~quare feet in 
a n apartcent , and if \"e allowed for a t en foot story 
which is too high) that wO"Jl d I::8ke 5 , 0 0 , '''hi h a t for

ty f eet, v,'o'ld CO!ICe t o .... 2 , 000 . I f the expenses of t he 
construction c 1 be kept to 2 , 0 0 , I shoul d t hlnk:-i;e 
could ust do t . 

Second : \'{ou l c i t be f eesible to lta ke a s eparate en
t r anc e f o r each apart ment , t hus doub l in~ t he nUJ!lber of 
s t Ain'ElVs and Itultip l yin .. by four the number of out side 
doors ", This "001 0. cost some 'hat more but would have l!!8 ny 
a dvant ages , e ne being t he s epar at ion of ad join in~ apar t 
ments an d eliminat i on of noise . I t occured to me tha t 
it might a l so mak e the exterior s ome hat r.ore interes t ing . 

Third : There 'could be a good ma ny adv..- nt e.ges to t h e 
quadr angle form 01' co struct ion , e p pecia l l y f r om t he point 
of viev.' of c antral through a porter ' s lodge at t he main 
e ntra nce . I f t he quadr angle Vlere l a r ge enough , it would 
mak e a n admirably saf e p l a ce f or little children in the 
da y t i me . 

Four t h : As I s tudy t he new pl ans of Olden Ma nor, I have 
some question about the loca t ion o f t h e toilet just be
hi nd t he di n ing room. I n t hat pa r t i cula r p l a ce, I t h ink 
it ~ould inevita bly be used mainly bv t he KE ids . My in
c l inat i on would be to e limina t e it a nd leng t hen the din
i ng room , or if you think t went y- one f ee t l ong enou~h 

\ 



Records of the Office of the Director : Directors : Frank Aydelotte Files : Box 5  : Olden Manor, restoration and remodeling 
From The Shelby White and Leon Levy Archives Center, Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, NJ, USA

Page 2. 

J. F. Lar s on 

f or the dining ro om, put the toile t fro t he f ront 
end , with t he doo r into the hall. I n tha t posi t ion 
t here woul d be spac e also for anot her hall\ay coat 
closet . 

ifth : I f t he enlar gement of the study which I pr o
posed, a~oi13 t he e xt erior it mi ght be possibl e t o a dd 
so~e at the west end upon the fi replace , another small 
roO!:] ~hi ch I c ould use somewhat as I do my small \': ork
r oon at Swarthmore . 

Sixt_ ; I not ice t hat in t ~ese pl ans you have gi ven up 
a ltering the ~osition of the door into the living room. 
Would it ~ot be bett er to place t tat opposite t he doo r 
to the r eceptio:l room 1; here Y0.l had it origi na lly , t hus 
thus providin ~ a long v i sta into the study? 

Sevent h : Upstai r s , I think the 'ir:,an;:-3~e'1ts you have 
made for the number four g193t roon anc ~ath are d i gni 
fi ed and adni a ", le . I still :].ue- ion t he two baths side 
by side at tl1e end of the ha ll. Perha;ls the ·:a ll bg
t ween t hem coul be -;ade s ound ;:>roof , -It I shou l d think 
it better soluti on if these t wo bath coul d be thro~n 
back i nto the one', t he \"alls and rooms of nucber one and 
number tore t re d int o their ori£i na l position, a nd a 
ba t room fo r number one l7uest room taken out of the maids ' 
qua rte r s at t he rear . I - realize t ',at t his will involve 
more construc t on , but I think it import an to a chieve 
a simple a nd dignified sol ution . 

Eighth : Roo s nur~ber t wo Bnd number t hr ee would I t hink , 
make a n a~irable suit e for us , but I think a corri dor 
should be constructed t hrough t he shoe closet , so t r~ t 
t here woul d be access to t he ba t h r oom from room number 
t hr ee ~ithout passing through room number t wo . Wi t h t hose 
t wo ba th r ooms t own i n to one , I t ake i t t hat could be 
a ccompl ishe d . 

I n general , I think ':e ought to e voi d t r icky solutions 
and g ive t he rooms in t he house as much of an appear anc e 
of space as possible . You have done t his s o ~e ll in roo~ 
nu~ber four t ha t I am eager t o ge t simila r result s with 
t he ot he r rooms . 

Looking fOrl 'e r d with grea t pleasur e to discussing the 
whole matter - i t h you, I am , 

Yours sincerely 

Frank Aydelotte 
FJ../db 
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J a nuary 12 , 1940 

Hiram Blauvelt , ESQ . 
"Bluefield" -
Oradell , Ne ~ J e r sey 

Dea r Mr . Bl auvelt : 

:any thanks for your courteous latter 
of Deceober 22nd . I congr a t late you 
on ~'our combina t ion of Princeton a nd 
Bra s enose , and I l ook fOr'l'ar d with 
gr eEt pleasure to maki ng your acquain
tance in Princeton so~etime i~ the nea r 
f ut ur e . 

Vith kindest regards , I am , 

Yours s i ncere l y 

Fr ank yde lotte 

FA/db 

\ 
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J anua r y 12 , 1940 

J ohn C. Wister , ESQ . 
Wister St r eet and Cl a rkson Avenue 
Ger nantown 
Philadel?hia , Pennsylvania 

ear Mr . Wi ter : 

Many tha~e for your kind letter of J anuary 9th. 
Eit her t he ei hteenth or nineteenth of January 
would suit me p~rfectly for your visit to Prince
ton . ne cen r each a decision on t he telephone 
londey or Tue s day . We leave here tomorrow and I 
shall be in my of fice a t Swart hmore Uonday mor n
ing . 

I have T,O spend V/ednesday night , J anuar y 1 ?th , 
in Baltimor e . It may be t hat t he c ost convenient 
thing will b e to r eturn directly by tra in to Prince
t on , l etting Albert drive you over from Philadel 
phia . I shall want my car in Princeton , a nd wh en 
he brings it over he ~ight a s well bring you . 

wi 1 be g ad to go over t he carbon copi es of 
your report ith vou and edit a suitable v ersion 
f or printing . I can s"e t hat i t nll be a most im
pr e ss i ve publication . 

With kindest r egar ds , I am , 

Your s sincerel 

Fr ank Aydelott e 

FA/db 

\ 
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J anuar y 10 , 19~0 

J . redrick Larson , ~sq . 
Ha nover , N6\' Hampshire 

Dear Mr . Larson : 

Many t hanks f or the se interesting plans ' hich 
a cconpany your letter of J anuary 7th. I think 
you have -de great improve ents . I have a few 
que s tions t o t a ke up ~ ith you concerning thew , 
but thes~ can wa it "J.!lti l we mee t . 

Only one you might be t hinki over . "/ould i t be 
f eas ible to enla r ge the living oom bv lengt hening 
the whole house a t t hat end , making corresponding 
enla r gement s of t he t wo r ooms upst a irs a nd t ne r oom 
on the t rd f loor , bu i l ding a new f irepl ace with 
a chimney which mi ght , i cident a lly , do to provide 
f i r e places in the t wo rOODS upst airs a nd in the 
r oom on he thi r d f l oor? That 'ou ld e a 'onder -
ful house , a nd I think \'-8 coul d t hen get alo g \.- ith
out t he extension to the study . l'hat I Vlant is one 
l a r ge room some .'here. The lene hening of the house 
would have to be enough to involve anot her wi ndow, 
say ei~ht or ten feet . 

I am de li ghted that you 
Febr uar y . Do you mean 
would be t here Febr uary 
or 9th? One time woul d 
a s I am concerned . 

can come t o Pr i n cet on in 
" t he f irst I':eek t ha t y::>u 
1st or 2nd , or Februa ry 8th 
be good as anot he r as f a r 

With k indest regards , I am , 

Yours sincerely 

Frank ydelot t e 

F /db 
\ 
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JOHN C . WISTER 
LANDSCAPE ARCHITECT 

WISTER STR E ET AND CLARKSON ... VENUE 

G E RMANTOWN . PHILADEL.PHIA 

Dear Dr. Aydelotte : 

January ninth 
1 940 

I have your letters of January thi r d and fifth. It will b e per
fectly convenient for me to go to Princeton on January eighteenth or ninteenth, 
or both. If you are driving up perhaps you would take me with you. I 
could come out to Swarthmore on the train which l eaves Phila delphia at 8 :23 
and g ets there at 8 :49 or I could mee t you in the city or in Germantown , as 
you prefer, on either the eighteenth or nineteenth or I can stay in Princeton 
over night if you wish it. I shall keep those dates for you until your 
return . 

You have relieved my mind very much by telling me you haven1t 
been cutting the nice copy of t h e history I gave you. I shall bring out 
to you,when you r eturn, a carbon copy of th is report which can be cut. 

Of course I am delighted tha t you think the thing can b e print ed 
but I donlt t hink the historl should be printed in its present complete form 
of a hundred pages plus some thirty pages of appendix . There are a number 
of th ings in it which I felt important to put in a r ecord which could be 
preserved at the College in the bound form in which I presented it to you 
but which I donlt think are suitable for publication. After I have talked 
to you about this I shall be gl ad to go over one of the carbon copies and 
cut these parts out . 

The second part of my report continues to go forward. Vie have 
three hundred and eighty-five pages typed and the end is not yet . 

Yours Sincerely , 

\ 
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THOMAS TASH, ENGINEER 

STANLEY ORCUTT 

OLDEN MANOR 

Dea r Dr . ~delotte : 

JENS FREDRICK L ARSON 

ARCHITECT 

HANOVER, NEW HAMPSHIR E 

January 7, 1940 

Mr. Butterfield of my office has returned from 
measuring Olden Manor so I have spent the week- end making new 
suggesti ons at 1/4" scale which seem to work out with extraordinary 
simplici ty and few structural changes . 

The pre sent toilet beyond t he dining room, which 
opens from the study , seems to be in a bett er location than any front :.. • , 
hall toilet would be . 

On the second f l oor I have t aken the liberty of 
showing a new solution to prevent t he need of building i n front of 
the staircase and thereby dar kening it . 

I have called r ooms 2 and B your sui te with only 
one ba t hroom but with a sepa r a t e entrance from the hall t o ea ch of 
t he rooms . This seems to me to agree with wha t you s ai d when I Vias 
a t Swar thmore . Then room No .1 could be a very charming guest room 
looking out over the b lstitute f or a man like Lor d Lothian. Gues t 
room No.4 has i ts own ba th and would be over t he plumbing below . 
Thi s would mean tha t Vie would only be putti ng one new ba th on the 
second floor and one new bath on the third floor, and certainly nobody 
can compla i n about tha t . 

It i s r emar kable how simply this plan ¥lorks out 
if it meets with your approval. I have not shovm the extension to the 
study a s I did not want to try t o vlork i t out Wltil I have had a chance 
t o s t udy the elevations . But a s the se pl ans are merely for y our own 
u s e I thought we could wor k out the s tudy l a ter before presenti ng your 
f inal proposition to the trustees . 

I f eel s trongly now from seeing the p lotographs 
and t he eleva tions tha t we shall want to change the cornice and make the 
outside in a more dignified Colonial character by very minor changes to 
t he cornice and porches . 

-'- \/'-* • 
e' 

JI.ll the new work on this plan i s s hown in cross- ha tching 

I shall be r eady to go do"n th Princeton t o see y ou 
t he first week of February with elevations and ot her sketches f or a good 
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session on the house , and I hope that a t that time you can talk also 
on the plot plan development of the Institute. 

With kind per sonal r egards , I am 

Dr. Frank Aydelotte , 
Hi ghland Park Fl orida Club, 
Lake Wal es, Fla . 

JFL 
W 

Sincer ely yours , 

\ 
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JENS FREDR ICK LARSON 

TH OMAS TAS H, ENG INEE R 

STAN LEY O RCUTT 

Dear Dr . ~~delotte : 

ARCHITECT 

HANOVER. NEW HAMPSHIRE 

January 2 , 1940 

I shall be busy ali day and eveni ng 
J anuary 10 i n Philadelphi a but would be very pleas ed indeed 
t o go out t o Swarthmore on the 11th and drive up t o Prince-
ton with you on the 12th. I shall be staying at t he Benj a-
min Franklin Hotel the night of the l Oth, and if you could 
send your car to the hotel sometime the mor ning of the lith 
I ¥iill be r eady any time convenient to you. 

I do not see how l'Ie could move t he stair 
six feet a s t he doo r to the no r th guest r oom would prohibit 
thi s at the second flo or. I think the l ast plan I s en t you 
i s perhaps the bes t way to solve all your probl ems. As soon 
as one alters too much the interior of t he ol d house one gets 
into terrific cost of r ef inishing, etc . 

I t will be nice to have a couple of days 
with you a~d talk over our i n t eresti ng problems . 

Wi th kind personal r egards to you, I am 

Dr. Frank Aydelotte, 
Hi ghland Pa r k Florida Club, 
Lake Wales, Florida 

JFL 
VI 

yours , 
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THOMAS TASH, ENGIN£.ER 

STANLEY ORCUTT 

OLDEN MANOR 

JENS FREDRICK LARSON 

ARCHITECT 

HANOVER, N EW HAMPSHIR E 

Dear Dr. Aydelotte: 

December 50, 1959 

Please find two copies of rough sketches of 
your revised floor plans. 

I thought it bes t to leave off the den 
illltil some future time. Otherwi se the increased expense of 
this house would be only the t wo ba throoms at the front which, 
after all, would not be great and would give you a much better 
plan of living. 

I like this pl an much bette r tl,an the other. 
I strongly suggest not thinking of making one bathr oom of the 
two that are now to the south on the se cond floor as it is a nice 
luxury f or each to have a ba th . It would be much more expensive 
to alter the t wo to one than to leave them as they are. 

I am rushing these phns to you 
today so that the long week-end will not delay your r eceiving taem , 
so please par don the poor draftsmanship . 

Dr. Frank Aydelotte , 
Highland Park Florida Club, 
Lake Wal es , Florida. 

JFL 
VI 

Sincerely your s , 
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THOMAS TASH . ENGIN EER 

STANLEY ORCUTT 

Dear Dr . Ay delo t t e : 

JENS FREDRICK LARSON 

ARCHITECT 

HAN OVE R. f'rEW H AMPSHIRE 

Dece~ber 27, 1 339 

Your Xmas Day l etter carne today . I find that 
the plo t plan I sent you yesterday as the sa~e ~l ought of omitting 
lots 2 to 7 , so I have made for you a neVi pl ot plan which I have 
nUlJIl,e r ed 1 to 1 2 so that you can l eave out 11 and 12 as pr oper ty 
you do not wish t o build on a t thi s time . 

v.-ould it not be better to keep t he r emainder of 
t hese lots · tile housi ng a rea f or I nstitute member s now thEt v·e 
have so f ew, though I t h i nk sufficient for our ne eds? 

Your point of reserving all the ot her pr operty , 
"her e Vie previou s l y had shov!I1 lots , fo r I n stitute need s i n the fu
tur e seems to be very mu ch to ~~e poi nt . 

I am enclosi ng a b u:ige t f or the housing of me mbers 
which i s self- explanatory . The inte r est they .. auld have on their 
investment the first year ?lould be 6% , an" each year after t hat it 
would incr ease slightly as the buildi ng is paid fo r during a 25- yea r 
period . 

I t hought it woul d be best to i nclude f und tur e 
for these houses as other rise "her e woul d the students get their 
fur-ui ture just for a year or two tenancy . It :nakes a very reason-
atle rental f o r a brick and fire p roof frame building at ~~24 . 00 a year 
per suite includi ng furnishings , he t and service . I think it Vlould 
be wond erful if you could wo r k out a method of buil<ii ng membe r s 1 

hou sing for whi ch I am enclosi ng r in t s of a typi c b.l floor pl an . 

I am enjoi ng ~,o rking out these pl ans wi th you and 
look forwar d .:i th p l easure to meeting you on the 1 2th at Princeton . 

Dr . Fran." .y aelot te , 
Highland Par k Florida Club , 
Lake '.ales , Fl orida . 

JFL 
VI 

Si ncerel y y ours , 

J 
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T HO MAS TAS H, ENG INEE R 

STA NLEY O RCUTT 

JENS FREDR I CK LARSON 

ARCHITEC T 

HAN O V E R, N EW H AM PS HI R E 

Dece~ber 26 , 1939 

IN STITUTR FOR ADVA:ICED STUDY 

ear Dr . Aydelotte : 

Thank you for y our letter of Dece~ber 25d . 
I appr e ciate your l etting me go forwar d d th the mapl es. 

I believe I have placed the 148 p i nes cor
r e ctly as I had them 50 ft . on ceuten to allor. a l andsc p e man 
t o fu se i n other tree s. behind them "i n t he future , as sholm on 
plot pl an . I-llke your idea of having a conference i n J anuary 
with ~Ir . V:ister . I could checl<: my pl an over with hi m and see 
what his i deas would be f or f urther beautificati on and ~pes of 
trees . r shall now pl an to be at the Institute the mor n ing of 
January 1 2 as I have to be in Philadelphia the night of J al'lU/iry 

. 10 and all day the 11th on 0 t he r wor k . 

After ca r eful stuey I am sendin you a pl o t 
plfu~ showing my pr opos ed l ocati on of the hou s i ng f ar the f a culty 
and students . The r e a r e 56 .namber suites , 12 f a culty houses, and 
a Social Hallfor dini ng , games, etc., a l l of which can b e heated 
from a central pl ant fo r economy . 

The l ots for the f a cult-.f to bui ld i ndividual 
ho e s I would keep a t t he nor th end of tc'le ca.npus wher e t hey now 
a r e as there seems to be suff i ci ent of these . 

This pl an I shall want to keep r edoing unt i l 
y ou and I a r e sati sfi e d . By t he end of tne week I shall send 
plans on membe r housing . 

I hope you received the plans for Ol den ).lanor 
as they were mail ed duri ng the Chr i stinas rush . 

VIi th kin pe r sona l r ega r ds , I am 

Dr . Frank Aydelotte , 
Highland Pa r k Florida Club , 
Lake Wales , Fl ori da 

JFL 
VI 

Sincerely yours , 

\ 

) 
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THOMAS TASH . !:NGIN!:ER 

STANI..EY ORCUTT 

OLDEN ' lNOR 

Dea r Dr . Aydelotte: 

JENS FREDRICK LA RSON 

ARCHITECT 

HANOVER. NEW HAMPSHIRE 

December 22, 1939 

Enclosed plea se f ind t hr ee sets of Olden ' lanor 
prints . I studied t he suggestions in y our l e tte r of ~ecember 4, and 
am coming thr ough on my f irst trial wi th quite a s i mple solution 
which I hope will help you i n deter mining your final wishes . 

The suggestion of adding t o the ol d dining room 
lead me to think tha t I< lIunny den off tha t room would give y ou ample 
space fo r y our study , and the r oom between the old dining room and 
t he hall could be used f or your s ecretE.ry and f or con ference s . Then 
u se t he old front room as a dining r oom. Putting the buffet i nto 
the ,"/all space of t he pantry would make that ro om quite si zab l e , 
16 ' x 16 ', and with a proper por tioned t able you could get in a very 
good group a t dinne r . 

I put t he d07mstai r s toil et in the r ear of the 
fron t hall because of the plumbing above and als o because it works out 
well there. Facing the Ins titute I am suggesting a two- s tory ol d 
Southern por ch which would be very inter esting ,o;hen you a re entertaining 
at gar den pa rties to have your gues ts sit looking out over the I nstitute 
grounds and dOlm the nevI mall we are just fini shi ng . 

The kitchen , pantry and dining room wor k out ve ry 
economically th i s w y , as do t he three mai ds rooms above with a sewing 
r oom and bath . If t he owner ' s suite is not l a r ge enough, you could 
run the den ell up two stories and get another bedroom off the ma in 
bea r oom, more like a sleeping por ch . I t would , ho~ever , be more at-
t r a cti ve archi tecturally not to have the den run up t wo stories . I 
thought we could do a better job on the third floor, putting a very 
a ttra ctive ba th and two guests rooms . 

Wi ll you kindl y mar K up one of the se sets of prin ts 
and r e turn it to me Vlith your cr iticisms so I can make t he altera tions to 
the plan s and keep sendi ng them to you until \\'e finally get the r esult 
tha t pl ease s you bot h . 
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On Thursday of next week , December 28 , I am sendi ng one 
of my men to Prince ton to measure t he house , and afte r he ha s measured 
it I can make some studies of the exter ior for you. 

good rest . 
I certainl y hope you and Mrs . P~delotte are B~joying a 
Wi th kind personal r egar d , I am 

Dr . Fr ank Aydelotte , 
Highland Park FloriCa Club , 
Lake Wal es, Florida . 

JFL 
W 

Sincerely yours , 
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THOMAS r ASH, ENGI NEER 

STAN L EY ORCUTT 

JENS F REDR I CK L A R SON 

A RCHIT E CT 

HANOV ER , N EW HA M PSH I RE 

THE I NSTITUTE FOR DVANCED STUDY 

~ d ear Dr . Aydelotte : 

December 20 , 1939 

Enclosed are the t wo plans you r equested 
showi ng the pl anting about Fuld Hall and the 148 tree s along the 
roads . 

Mor r ell has some of the l a r ge t r ees about 
Ful d Hal l already balled and ready t o move . Both of these t wo 
group s of trees , the remaini ng maples and the 140 t r ees on the 
roads , are pa r t of my a rchite c tural scheme , and I Vlould appr e ci2te 
it greatly i f you can see y our way to al l owi ng t he se t o pr oceed . 
From t his point y our l andscape man could carr'J on and put in 
hundr eds of t r ees of va r i ous t yp es , bu t I t hink of the se as f or mal 
or a rch i tec tural t r ee s t o buil d up to Fuld Hall , and e ssential f r om 
my poin t of view . 

I s hall make a r ou gh sketch of Ol den Manor 
to send you the f irst of next week . I shall also s end t wo of fer;! 
men to Pri nceton to measu r e i t up t he week of J a11ua.. __ ry f i rst so that 
we can begin definite study of !mOl'11 condi ti ons . Wi th t he Olden 
;.Ianor plans next week I s hal l a lso send you the f a culty housing 
s ol ution . 

I look roward wi th pleasur e to calling on you 
on my va rioys t r i ps through Philadelphi a and Pr inceton to chat over 
wi t h y ou t he architectural proble .ns of t..he Insti tute . 

Thank you f o r your kind holiday greetings . 
j~rs . La r son joins me in extending to you and Mrs . Aydelotte war m 
wishes f or a Me r r-:r Ch ristmas and a vet;,' Hap~' New Year . 

Dr . Frank P~delotte , 

Hi ghland Pa r k Fl or ida Cl ub, 
Lake Wales , Florida 

JFL 
W 

Sincerely your s , 



R
ec

or
ds

 o
f t

he
 O

ffi
ce

 o
f t

he
 D

ire
ct

or
 : 

D
ire

ct
or

s 
: F

ra
nk

 A
yd

el
ot

te
 F

ile
s 

: B
ox

 5
  :

 O
ld

en
 M

an
or

, r
es

to
ra

tio
n 

an
d 

re
m

od
el

in
g 

Fr
om

 T
he

 S
he

lb
y 

W
hi

te
 a

nd
 L

eo
n 

Le
vy

 A
rc

hi
ve

s 
C

en
te

r, 
In

st
itu

te
 fo

r A
dv

an
ce

d 
S

tu
dy

, P
rin

ce
to

n,
 N

J,
 U

S
A

i)-r.a,tf,,(~-~ ~ ~ .. ~ 

td.c c" ~ ~.L~ A·:~< 

If( l' 1Ir.. 1"'-", 

-e.' 

au .. ~... ..UaD GIl 8a~, 
wlth tel ,_t Foa, wU1 bay. ..pla1De4 .. 

1'",_ to J'OU bat 1."_ "I'U'I' • 

• _ .mal' tile .tt.U.,. w1 b wblah 
fO\1 are .. • 1 _ 'IIake •• ... ... •• Uon • • 
,,"ela I .. ,. _ pow .... !' .. ~~ .. 

I: _~ .j~ • ..-JaIl ....... 
t1:"=':"~'~.~td~~I; ~ 



R
ec

or
ds

 o
f t

he
 O

ffi
ce

 o
f t

he
 D

ire
ct

or
 : 

D
ire

ct
or

s 
: F

ra
nk

 A
yd

el
ot

te
 F

ile
s 

: B
ox

 5
  :

 O
ld

en
 M

an
or

, r
es

to
ra

tio
n 

an
d 

re
m

od
el

in
g 

Fr
om

 T
he

 S
he

lb
y 

W
hi

te
 a

nd
 L

eo
n 

Le
vy

 A
rc

hi
ve

s 
C

en
te

r, 
In

st
itu

te
 fo

r A
dv

an
ce

d 
S

tu
dy

, P
rin

ce
to

n,
 N

J,
 U

S
A

• ~ a~ <k 
, . 

t ,~ ~:>-'>-1\ 

1 • r 

> -
e 

1 

.'1 'l-
t. .. t 
"- l!:l '1 Vt' IlL. 1 

'11 . ':) ~;t .. • T ct " 
• '::d :t .0 I) .1 (,11\ 

I 



R
ec

or
ds

 o
f t

he
 O

ffi
ce

 o
f t

he
 D

ire
ct

or
 : 

D
ire

ct
or

s 
: F

ra
nk

 A
yd

el
ot

te
 F

ile
s 

: B
ox

 5
  :

 O
ld

en
 M

an
or

, r
es

to
ra

tio
n 

an
d 

re
m

od
el

in
g 

Fr
om

 T
he

 S
he

lb
y 

W
hi

te
 a

nd
 L

eo
n 

Le
vy

 A
rc

hi
ve

s 
C

en
te

r, 
In

st
itu

te
 fo

r A
dv

an
ce

d 
S

tu
dy

, P
rin

ce
to

n,
 N

J,
 U

S
A

• 

Mrs. J. \'. Stedll<lln 
~orristown, New Jersey 

-£-- " 
12-11.-39 

inter~st of the State, but that the group should not be 1n too 
great a hurry to dectde on their course of action. But in t he 
me&nwhile some one, or more, of their number should make a 
very careful study of the situation. ~hile doing this, I can 
think of nothing that would prove more helpful than a visit to 
a few enterprises of" this character, and I would SU!5gest, for 
example, that you would find great profit in visiting Cornell, 
especially if you CQuid have the advantage of Mr. tells to 
explain their plans. Second, I should include the Morton 
Arboretum at Lisle, (near Chicago), Illinois; and, third, it 
would be quite worth wh1le to visit the Na.tional Arb?retum 
now in the ~~king at WashL~gton. Dr. E. C. AUchter, Chief of 
the Bureau of Plant Industry, or B. 11 Morrison, the Director, 

\ 
\ 

would be very happy, I am sure, to arran~e this for you. \ 
h visit to places of this character ~~uld enable you t~ understend \ 
more completely the factors involved in the problem. 

If then a study we!'e to be made of what .8.1 be 
possible and ",ea.'" lIllY prove to be the best choice in the loclltion \ 
for an Arboretum. I should be strongly inclined, if I were L~ your 
place to enl1st the serv i ces of one of the few men in the United 
States, such as Olmsted Brothers or Mr. Nelao"M. ~ells, who has \ 
done much to develop the Cornell Arboretum, and 1s av&ilable for 
thi. kind of work, and employ such an one to make a study of 
the areas tha t might be han, appraise their possibilities, give 
you something in the "ay of an outline, a.s to what developl:ients 
might be mate, ~ith also an estimate as to the probable costs 
involved. 

One who has not had experienoe in matters of this 
oharacter is apt to overlook the varioul factors without ~hioh 
the undertaking would better not be begun. For example. 1t 15 e 
very-long-time entE' r prise. The finest results are not likely to ' 
be realised by those who make a beginning. The expenses 1nvolved 
ar8 conSiderable, and the cost of ma1ntenance, if the work 1s to 
be effective is such as to engage the lIIaJor attention of those .... ho 
undertake the enterprise. These thinga be1ng true, you will 
agree I am sure that it is wiae to plan very carefully with re~pect 
to the location, the administra tion, and $upport for maintenance. 

Under the above prosra-i1 study could be made of 
the posstbll1.ties of milking use of the gift of the Tubbs' Estt.te. 
(~) of findL~g land for the purpose contiguous to the College 

at liewi llrunnick. 
(3) lind quite definitely of exploring quite full,. Whtlt the 

possibilities might be in connectIon with the Institute tor the 
Advancement of Learning, where the new President is so receptive 
to a development a long the line we have discussed and who has had 
a highly successful experience in obta1ning funds for worth while 
enterpr1ses in the fiGld of education. ' 
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Mrs. J. I.Stedman 
1I0rriitown, lIe" Jersey 

-3-

12-19-39 

In th~ m~AQ.hlle, if and when you have the 
opportunity I think you would glean richly froe a Yisit to the 
Library ot tho Brookl~ Bot~o GQrdon, ~hero 1o~ wl11 •• et Dr. 
Gager, :,holl! I consider , , g the past 25 ye'1r!!, 
one at the most lucce.. p1e 81 Dl .or in developing an 
enterprlse of this charaotor tht;t I know of in the United Stat ... 

Or courle, I trust tbat at so.etime you oan 
vlslt Swarthmore, too, where .e started out with a College Campus 
75 Yl!!ars of age, and began where • found it. But the deTelop
.ent there baa been alone different lines al can be ex~laln~d 
when opportunIty otters. I am lure you wIll be most welcome 
at Swarthmore ~henever you fInd it possible to co.e, and when 
you do, I bope you can have Mr. ~l.ter to explain what he and 
others bave aoco.plished ~ur1ng the past ten yearl. 

lith the best of good wish •• , for your lucoe.s 
1n this highly commendable enterprise, belleye me 

"err .Lneerely, 

~Signed) ROBERT PYLE 

Chairman 

Copyof telegram .ent Dec. 16, 19391 

DR. AI;)rLOT~ P' TJ RX5 TODt.1 FROU: TnRn-DAYS' ABSJ!:"'CY 1rAvr:;a 
1I0l!DJ.Y FOR f:::'')RIDt. S,l.YS IT '~OULD Bl I)(POSSIBLP J OR Tll! 
IJlSTI'l'UTF AT ?RIliClTOi TO T "It! OVFR "'H' fUN TIff TUBBS I ESTAT!. 
DESIRES IfF. TO sa TO Y(\U TH.t.! THY INSTITUTF V,oOt,D HOFP TO HAW 
THE nIElfDLY t 'iTFP.IST or YOURSFLF 1.110 THF OJ RDEN CLUBS OF 
Ntft J!RSFY IN TBE COURS[ OF IKPORTANT RO~TIC:LTUFAL 
D!VTLOPMEW'!'S AT PRI!iCE'l'ON. if.ITI:iG . 

(Signed) ROBERT PYLE. 

, 
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19 Dece;.'lb e r 1939 

Dear !o1i ss Elchelser : 

- i~tt.1" e.t r'lce tC' .. ~. L-,r~~n 'lad lat 9r 3ent e ~ e e ,rd s 

Y"U reT cst'3d , '~hich I eue ose e"'e~·1. th. I 8pologi e for 

not gett i!lg th'3se off to '!'. '1 yes~ r j y , bl t I 'a s ratber 

s 'RS!llped . 

course . 

Mi ss Ma rie C. ~i()!' I ser 
Ins t:t~ te for hdv~neod Study 
Pr inceton, .1::'" J erney 

Y0 1.S h ;;s" ily , 
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.'c: "I oala "I 

Dear Mr . Larson : 

{ 8 1 If 

18 ec mber 1939 
D cteted Lec . 1 7 

'.t 

J.. .... . t 

e' _. F 
Many thanks for your lett r of December 11th 

together with t ho plan of Old en 1.Ianor . We a re <Hiving to 
mor rovi for a three- week hol c y at the Ll it;hlend Park Florida 
Club , Lake ·ales , ~lorldp . I f you hav any ldess about 
Olden Manor of whicb you coul d sond us even t ho most haety 
sketcbes , we eh o!lld be g ad to h'lve the bec'lUec we want t o 
discuss t he plans a 1 t tl duri nG the lemsure 0 1 the va ca 
tion . The Welches &ve undexta~en to move April 1st . They 
e re entirely Vlil ing to ha ve anyone ::0 in a t any time to 
make c e ~eful measur e out e of the hous e , ~nd I thi~ we 
ought to get on with the pl ans as rapi dly a s we can so t ha t 
we Clln begin son.e constructi on, if p s '3 ible, t he n;o-nent t hey 
Dcve out . 

I should like to d i s cus s t his hole mat t er 
between 0 r t wo selves i n all the early s t ages inas~uch a s 
t he Board of Trustee s have not ye t heard anyth ing abou t the 
proposal to Lwke alter ations . I gathar tha t ~ost of tbem 
t hink the house is all r i ght as it stands. r . Maass 'fa s 
a litt .l. e \'orr:ed st the estima te you eF ve him of $10 , 000 , 
and I took the lib )rty of saying t o him that I was Sll[" e you 
didn ' t V/a ··,t t o be b ound by any ed im.te t this moment . But 
I h av e also sa i d to him and to othe r Trustees that I f ee l 
tha t in tile long run they woule t h ink it wise to remodel the 
bouse in ouch e way a s to ma's it a digni !' ied and ade l uate 
Diractor ' s bous e . I aID per fe c l;ly cO'1fldent t bat tbat po i nt 
of v i ew wtl l preva 1 1n tbe ead . 

Mr. Maas s be s Morr ell r~ady to mov e ~be addi 
tional 148 t r ees owetLne i n Jonu~ry or ebruary . I sent 
wor d to Morrell t o 'Nait untll u;y retur n i n th hope that 
we wi ' t be able to h" ve a look arc..und \0'1. t h t he l andscape 
a rcbitect , wbom I me nt i oned to you , in or der to cons ider 
such subjects a s botani cal variet ies, atc . Have you a dupli 
ca t e of the plan which you l'$ave orrell for t he l oc uti on of 
these trees? If so , It woul d be a elp to me to he ve a 
chance to study i t in Florida . 

One more servic e I shoula lik to ask of y ou , 
and tha t is [ ha t you should draw the ry roposed p on of lot s 
ava ilabl e fo r fa cult y hOllses , o ritt i ng for the moment the 
s ites indi ca ted blongsid e Old en Manor . It ocours to me t hat 
'~e a d bet t er no t open those si t es up to faoul cy ohoi ce until 

e h ve s t udied a l i t t e mor e the comp~ehensive bui lding plan 
for the whole o f . be Ins titu te gr ou Jes . 

Please keep me inform ed a s to when other busines s 
brings you t his way s inc e I shall alway s have t h i ngs to talk 
O V 3 r wi th you . 
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f or h ri s 
Wi th ki nd e ;; t regf r ds and wa est good \',1. shes 

s and the New Year , I am 

Yours s i n cerely , 

\' . ... 

\ I 
J. }<'redrlck Larso , ""Sll · 
Hanov e r : 0 
New Hanpshire 

.d. . d~ 
- c 
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THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY 

PRINCETON, NEW JERSEY 

December 15, 1939 

Dear Mi ss Abbett : 

Dr. Aydelotte had a ver y busy time here 
and he may not heve made a note of all the things 
he wanted to do at Swar thmore , so I am sendL~g a 
f ew reminders . 

He sai d he would \\T i te to Mr . Larson 
about the pl anting around Fuld Hall . 

He sai d he would send me some of his 
car ds to enclose in Chri stmas remembrances to our 
building employees . I am not sure if he wants to 
use hi s own or his and Mrs . Aydelotte ' s . 

Will you pl ease drop me a line sometime 
t elling me what kind of pen points Dr . Aydelotte 
uses? 

Thank you ver y much . 

Sincerely yours , 
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BOTANICAL GARDENS AND ARBORETUMS COMMITTEE 
ROBERT PYLE, Chainnan 

National Councillor, Cha:rnbe r of COIDlDerce, U. S. A. 
WEST GROVE. PA. 

December 13 , 1939 

Dr. Fr ank Aydelotte, Pres. 
Swarthmor e College 
Swarthmore, Pennsylvani a 

Dear Dr . Aydelotte : 

Nelson M. We l ls, Landscape Ar chitect 
of Has tings - on- Hudson, send s me a lecture announc emen t 
whic h I am fo r war ding he rewith. 

Mr. Wells would be very glad t o come 
t o Swarthmore . He ha s met Mr s . Scott and a lso Mr . Wister, 
and says t ha t he hopes sometime t o be able to vi s it their 
pr oject a t Swarthmore. 

I had suggested t he pos s ibility of 
Mr . Wel ls meeting you a t Pr inceton . 

It occurs to me t o sugges t ha t i you 
like t he i dea of having hi m as a consultant for the time 
being , that it might jus t be possible t hat it would work 
out we l l t o have his vis it coincide t o tha t of Mrs . Stedman , 
perhaps fo r ~Quncheon at Swarthmor e. I shall leave t he 
matter in your hand s . 

RP : MM 
Enc. 

H. P. KELSEY I east Boxford, Mass. 

HON. GIFFORD PINCHOT, Milford, Pa. 

Very sincere l 

F. R. K ILN ER, Chicago, ilL GEORGE C. ROED iNG, JR., Niles, C"l if . l. M . RIGGS, longview, Tex. 
HENRY HICKS, Westbury, L. I., N. Y. 

HONORARY MEMBERS 

( HAS. L. BAUM, Knoxville, Tenn. ERNEST f . COE, Miami, Fla. G. D. COOPER, L. A., Cleveland, Ohio 
E. Y. TEAS, Houston, Tex. 
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T HONAS TASH . I:N GIN EER 

STANL.I:Y ORCUTT 

.JOHN E. NICHOL.S 

JENS FRE DRICK LARSON 

ARCH IT ECT 

HANO V II:R. NEW HANPSHIRE 

De Pret'eet:or Veblen, 

1'hank :rau for your 1 24th . 

co the 
re son IRI 1 t. ted the 
self- contained end 
copper roof the ol d 

8r:l r II 

arc that with a 

to go ver 
find til en; 1& 
e tra.nce .. of 
These c= 
b ' ewg. 
few intern 

tside . 

r . sit to rinceto , 1s 
tBle-mon ,~,,-'C;'./,u.th Dr. P'lsXD r. I 

no re 9robl.&!O~~re in the amaber f 
line to enter the building . 

o y ~rt of the 
ss to you II you va 110 

co our convers Uoos e.re to the 

;~~~~~~~~~~~~ e point about • arawer" and ;>ar tant one and we t take c.::re 
of 1 t in P.I'81!lU1e thill 1s fei r pliperll, booke, et. It 

ht a ld u e the llbrari ' o1'[1ce for thi s 
purpo e. till s group cannot use the bI!I t 
leaer c!1 111 direc u:1der the lltelr. 

a :lot think -e need to put leather -saated 
ding roo s. I would refer in the 

~,;;,ti:re":r C'~sh1on . to the Institute ad r ll it' that 
is fOU!ld Deees sar;r . I t would be truch better to bqy 1 e f'urniture 
we can afford to blJ3 lit ons t1l!Ie if i t has e. p ce in the building , 
be use of cost. I agree wi til you tha t the 'find r c'l rll ould be 
e ated e.Dd the I MUtute chair substituted. Mr. lCaaS II and I !lad 

ree ed to tail! . 

The 01 in the to of the s tool to SOlie 1!Ould 
b an adv:mtage, d 'IIb:r could n n~t leave it out of hall of th 
110 thoa who 1IlI!It th .. can have th \ 

The plans ere looking at lII8.riced ftSeDrlnar" 
have sen e-r8sed on the last at ch you nOlll have. I have left all 
the or roo. void of tiUe 80 t Dr. Fle'Zller d I! grau can 
aalta at us of th tile future dictates. .na i<l rtmlce of the co -
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V' r ti ro I know, but for tile .ill::lediate future I cannot 86 ~ 
.! the,. c at be used for ot.ller pur.,oses unill SUCh t at: tae I nstitute 

hI< e pIe s;')ace so tnat they can be U3e f r the ur >ose ul'iginally 
i a tenaed. THs i 8 a jJroble for Dr. Flemer in allotting the building 
U!3e . 

hof 3301' ,:>.,1'1«16 Vebl , 
Fine Hal , 
Princeton , :'8'l1 Jersey 

Sincerely yours, 

\ 
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I . 
• j 

\ , \ THE INSTITUTE FOR Adv MjCED STUDY 

PRINCETON, N EW J-J-SEY 

I 
Fine-/Rall, December 14, 1936 

Dear Ayde lotte: 

I was very sorry that you were kept in by a 

cold. The question about a Comptes Rendus type of pub-

lication was postponed until you could be present at the 

discussion, but I found tr~ meeting rather instructive as 

to the sort of proposals that come before the Publications 

Committee. I em more t han ever oonvinoed that we ought to 

take same positive measures to use the available money in 

a less wasteful way. 

I hope that it may be possible to have a meet

ing with Mr. Maass next Saturday, as I expeot to be start

ing for the South early the following week. 

President Frank Aydelotte 
Swarthmore Colle ge 
Swarthmore, Pa, 
OV: GB 

Yours sinoerely, 

Oswald Veblen 
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• 
COpy FOR PRESID~~ AYDELOTTE 

coober 14, 1936 

Dear • UIIG I 

berlJWith 1 sending )'Ou & blue-prlnt of a tentative p lan dra_ up by a 

looal architeot , 1 I f • Ilauhan . t or r eoonditi oning the Ol den house . It odiea 

lIU{;gest1ona obtained by me from several 

p l an that I have been abI to conooot . 

of my colleagues. and 1s t 

I t woul d Ie ve the exter i or 

least xpensi YO 

of the use 

unalt e r ed e%O t f or t he removal of a couple of unsiGhtl y excreeoenoes and would 

dis turb none 0 t1,., {,'Ood f eatllres of the interior . It would not spoil tho boulle 

t or any possible future U86. 

The structural. ohange. llOul d probably oost less than 2000 . But t he 

house require. oOlllplete t.eiI" p l umbing , l18.y 500, a oanplete new tin plent . 

say 600J co::pleto n_ e lect r i c wirins . ea.,. 1000, lind redeoor ating , y i l ooo. 

}., ding 10 per oent. t o these esti_tea \'JO d aall for a budGet of 10 , 000 t o mo.ke 

the house r eady tor IlBe on a sat iei' otory ba81 s. 

The ohief akneas at t he plan proposed 1s that it doe s not pr oVide ser-

vants ' artors. Thill i 8 not & very . erious difficul ty it th hou 18 utilh ed 

a . I suggest below. But if it _ re to be used as a home for the Director. a S61"

vanta' win,; or servant.' quartera in enothIJr bui l ding wou l d probabl y haw t o be 

added. lIo1.hin in the prosm:rb sohetlO woul d inter f ore with thi • • t efter soms 

study ot the qU6st i on I 8l:1 oonVinoed that 1 t i 8 not paB 1 18 t o provide adoquate 

S8rVllD.te ' quarters by y leSlS radical method. 

The moat important proposed c~ in the house 18 the odttioation ot 

he .. cond story ot the ¥ring , wh10h at presm:rb i . lUi a lmost t otal l oss , 8 0 a s t o 

proVide two new bathroOOl8 and an attrACt ! " bedroom or study . A new bathroom is 

prapo a d on t t .. t hird f l oor (t he plan of t 1. f loor is not incl uded i n th bl ue

pr1nt ) • There 'IIOuld be tour other r ooma on the thir d floor, 80 that on the 8 00-

ond end t h1rd floora to~ther there would b. nine 1'0 s and tOUl' bathr-o • 

t he ground floor t he room marked "Library" (tho pr esent dining room) 

1. t o be improved by tearing out t present badly de8igned oloa t. and Bta1roaao . 

The tine old fireplace in the rOClll narked "Dining 1'0 ft woul d be roatored. A se1"-
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erbert Ii. 88. sq. - 2 cember 14, 1956 

vant I a bedr 

large kite n. 

lUI beth wwl d be intr oduced. at t_ expanse of tM prosent unduly 

T prop08ed k1 tohen is perhap s t oo IIlIi&ll. It could be 

larr;ed by ug the 88. t t G bedroom s::allel'. 

It seeI:lS to that i t th18 plan, or ething 11lce i t. is a.doptcd. the 

Ol den bous wil l become very u80f'ul . The und tloor ill admirabl y suited f or 

1I00ial glLthtlrlnge. Teas and buftet suppers oould be eerv d. A. radio receiver 

coul d be installed 80 tLat thos e who wi ahed could l1eten to the Fhilh$1"=io con

oerts on autclay a1"ternoona. The oonoert could be f ollowed by a simple tell f or 

whi oh the u~ 11 k tc wou l d adequate . Butfet suppors eould aleo be se rved. 

A piano would a boon t o ~ ot our t~orAl'y bera WO IU'O sically in-

clined and oanuot afford te rent a piene whi l e they s.r here . A p l aoe t or aooi a l 

I)atherings of tile t8l!lporary lII6Il1bers of the Inatitute and their wives 18 a .,.ry 

rea l need at tho pr sent t1 • T~~ f aoilitiee of t Univerait in thi ll diroo

incetcn (uau-tioil are not open to lIIOat of our ~er lllOl!Iber • • 

h11y one or two years ) i s too abort to allow th 

Tholr stay in 

to or{;lUl1ze enythlng for t m-

selvos , " rs . FloXJlOr and the mvss of the , roroaaor. have done a Crflat deal to 

meet this s it-.mti=. Nld I am aure would be tly helped by the faoilitie s wl oh 

the Ol dan house wo~ld provi de. 

The fact tI-.at tt. house is allaY f the cent~r of oeton would not 

s or i ously 1IIIpa.1r its u SOf."ulne1J8 for thi s purpose. It might even Ip 1t a.a It. lII9 t -

lng plaoo for _lk8 in the oOWItry and othe r fo I! of ex.r ohe. 

Ro s on t he s econd and third floors coul d be ~ented to ~~r8 of t 

Inllt! tut e. (At present , .' r • • Oldan has three l odgers , two or th temporary 

members of t he Inst.i tute . ) One or t-Iro roama ooul d be reserrod for vis itors who 

come t o t he In t itut on soientific or other dneslI. foll' 

SG8.U Cl ub and other inns get t his busines • • 

to be served in the bouae . but not ot r 

ehort peri ods. At 

eakfasts .0 Id 

8 . 

pres~nt the 

probably ha'Y8 

The 

adwnta.go in 

di stance of the houae fl'<D '\:hit center at ,- rinoeton YIOu ld be Il d1 ~ 

renting ot ro(JU . but 1 find that after peopl e have l ooked t he 

houae over they •. sy 1088 abo ut t h is drawbe.ok than betore . If some mor o of our 
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\ 
iierbert H. illS, ~ q . - 3 camber 14, 1936 

prof'essors OOlllO t o live in the nei borhood and it our other pl Ms dewlap lUI ox

peoted, it will coubtlesB diaapp r. 

I wnO.or whether we c ld have a meeting of our co:mUttee to di scuss 

this and rel at.d matters l ater t • _k. The Institute c l oses foJ' its Christmas 

'VIloatl an at t he (100 or t h ia week , and 1 expect to be going /lOuth. to ttend same 

scientifio t inge and otherwise Wll.Ste "l'lq t1lne, early next _k. 

I 8m lIe~ oopies of thi s letter to •• FleXller r.nd to oidont 

Aydelotte . 

Yau I'll I!I incer ly. 

Onald Veblen 

Herbert H. • 88, ~.q . 

20 Exchanf;e Place 
. ... Yor k City 

OV IOS 
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C{(6 ')s - zn=-g 8,J ~ 
f'v1 ev. 0 

THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY 
THE SOCIAL SCIENCE LIBRARY 
PRINCETON , NEW J ERSEY 08540 

J J /1 a.. / {! '5 I fa Ide y 
I ,P f «M d ~~ 'o. / ,j' 

}o fa; / C/o) 

r ee r h f S to! ,;'/ J 
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