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Feb ry l~, 1939

De r Fos ickl

et er fro Professor Courun ,

lIo • 5 Direc tor of the Insti te of the tic8

t Gettingen at the to e In ern&Uon

_ ucatio Boer ma e its Oft. He ve

co;R;Jl te account of h~t h tE.ken ," e ~

Get lngen un er the Hitler r.:giae.

Ever :lincerel ,

AklRAHA 1 FLEX £fi

Mr. f~ymond B. Fosdick
The Rockefeller Foun ation
49 est 49th Street
Plew York City

F/C
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THE ROCKEFELLER FOUNDATION
49 WEST 49th STREET. NEW YORK

OPFICE OF THE PR£SIDE/liT

April 28, 19118

Dear Dr. Flexner:

Mr. Fosdick asked me to send you the en-

closed copy of your report. He greatly enjoyed

reading it.

Secretary to Mr. Fosdick

Dr. Abraham Flexner
20 Nassau Street
Princeton
New Jersey
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A:,rU 2,. 3

Des iss -1r~1

TIl !:AI: ;rou for O' Dota of Al!"U ll.

A IDa t t ,rs havtf "h ped uil, no ill be done

if I do not ~ee r. os31c~ un he r" t.urnll to

his of io ;;(hI t1= '1 ~ ~ COUI'ae 0 the wt:~k ~ter

ney. I II:> _j" the. t e ~ub (.ct in in Ie 0 e

h

th re:'er nc to .loh I c .,t t thl tL.13 r1 t"

•

1th 00 wishes,

i C reI .'oux,

A . UJA F £. '" ..

iss : vira A. irk
Th Rock~rel18r FounJati n
49 e t 4 t... t

.. 70rk Cit·



Records of the Office of the Director / General Files / Box 22 / Fosdick, Raymond B. 
From the Shelby White and Leon Levy Archives Center, Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, NJ, USA.

THE ROCKEFELLER FOUNDATION
49 WEST 49th STREET, NEW YORK

at'FleE. OF THE rRESIDIiNT

April 11, 1958

Dear Dr. Flexner:

Mr. Fosdick asked me to tell you that the

invitation to go to Washington was quite unexpected,

and he has therefore had to revise his schedule for

the week in order to accept. He plans to be in

Washington tomorrow and Wednesday, returning in time

for a luncheon which he is giving for Harold Laski on

Thursday. Friday and Saturday are holidays for us here,

so he is leaving early Thursday afternoon to be gone

until week after next. He is most sorry he won't be

able to see you this week. He wonders if you couldn't

perhaps write him.

Si~~

Dr. Abraham Flexner
20 Nassau Street
Princeton, N.J.
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Febru y • 1":58

r .osdlckt

I col to lr YO.1I: °
Tu 8 J of tho

15 r tl. r. I II 0 1d 11"0 t 8e yo or

• i;'~ 0 (Ir (. "ty l1nl1~ 8. I h VB de o ell«tl e-

llIBt t~ :.tea t 0 to' 1"'11C on tl> 16 il. If lt

is '30= 1 r.t : ClUJ dro ln at1;Y t 0 s •

" r 81n(\oroly.

A r,,,~~r.'J L •

•~JA?!!!;..Jl.&.~~,
loundation

:.I~t.; .....tl·v8

'it

•

4S

•
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THE ROCKEFELLER FOUNDATION
49 WEST 49th STREET, NEW YORK

OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT

January ll, 1938

Dear Dr. Flexner:

Answering your note of February 9th, Mr. Fosdick

will be glad to see you on Wednesday, the 16th. Would

12:00 o'clock suit your convenience? I shall put you down

for then but if for any reason some other time is better

for you, perhaps you will telephone me after you reach New

York on Tuesday.

With kind regards,

Sincerely yours,

Dr. Abraham Flexner
20 Nassau Street
Princeton
New Jersey
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April ai, li37

Daar loadick,

I lUI aor!'1 tha Thuradq 18 th" on. 4Jq

Dext k when I know that I shall have to r_in in

Pr1noeton. I aa tI'1111l) to " bT telephone one

or two othflr Hew lork appointllflnh. and I shall call

your ottice up to rrow l"ridl\T IlOrnint; in oro· r te lllake

aura tha t. TOU end I can tind a Ulle IIIltual17 conven1.t..

With eat wlah8ll,

Mr. Ra7Bond B. load1ck
The Rocketeller loundatlon
49 W.at. 49th Stor••to
Jew lork CUT
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OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT

THE ROCKEFELLER FOUNDATION
49 WEST 49th STREET, NEW YORK

April 28, 1957

Dear Flexner:

I shall be delighted to see you next week.

How about Thursday, May 6th,at twelve o'clock? Is

this entirely convenient? Would you rather shift it

to some other day?

Best wishes,

Always yours,

Dr. Abraham F1exner
20 Nassau Street
Princeton, N. J.

RBF:CL
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If 3

April z.~, 1931

»e I' J'oedickl

I :v" JUllt returned tro. a two ~e Y18lt to a inlt\oll ill

tb" CCT.u'e" at which I had a yerr 1 nhr"eting cony"r8&tioll If1th WI'. el,

who 18 Curator of tb~ C!l\ ee SectiOIl of tbe Lib1"'U7 of Con«reee, and. wi th

r. Pu ,t.e lbraria. Reflect_II(!; all what paeBed betwellll la, I haTe III

thl! ?U1'ChaBe ot
idea r~ rd~ the o.et Collection towarde!whlch thll Rockef'I'!ller J'oundatlon

lIl&de a libel' £rant to la. ]lefore I do aDTtblllf; or .enll on the _\tel'

to a:rJ:I one elee I ebould 1lke to eet ;your opinion, tor the po nt I haye 1n

sind concernl thl'! J'oundatl on a well I the Inltitute. Can 70U let

know 1Ib&t. da7 in the next week or t 0 I lee 70U for a brief tAllt' I

o not in' 1t will tsklt yo 10

I hope that 70

o llIB1ce U 11 70= m!1ld.

Jett7 are fine. SpriD& 18 IIIak1 i h wa:r

'10",17 do"ll here, and I NI afraid that the It courae 11 look ..\ 11tUe 1.

bea ut1ful tt we r.ad bo d for the eardsn \7 nen e k. I am sure it

ill look lees belUlUtul now that I learn fro. Anne tnat lau anel. :Betty can l t

co

i th all l;Ood. wiebee to you both,

r. Rqaolld :B. )'oallck
!he llocketell er J'0IIll UOIl
49 elt 49th Street.e York 01

r lIlc 17,

,"1' I'



Records of the Office of the Director / General Files / Box 22 / Fosdick, Raymond B. 
From the Shelby White and Leon Levy Archives Center, Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, NJ, USA.

OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT

THE ROCKEFELLER FOUNDATION
49 WEST 49th STREET, NEW YORK

April 19, 1957

Dear Flemer:

That was a mighty generous letter you

wrote me about my report, and I appreciated it

tremendously. I have never met Archie Woods, but

I am going to try to get in touch with him very

shortly.

Affectionately yours,

Dr. Abraham Flexner
20 Nassau Street
Princeton, N. J.

RBF:CL
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.prll 16, 1037

Dear Fosdiok.

I r o\;ioal~ breathle•• intorect y ur 1'1rot roY19\v of'

the or of I; Rookefoll FoUDd tion. You he otten talked to me about

tho way - ""'''.00. Lionaons - nobody ilJ"itos 11:h uoator '\'i or or olnr1ty than

you do, m no on o re..d. th1a doo nt would for a m nt 8 1,00t thot it

18 the fir t ducu:nont of tho kind. oh you h ht:.d ~ 0 000&810n to rep. '0.

I,;ortalnlj e ork ot tile FoUDd t10n le, lUI 1pli would say,

s rdly a corner of tho 01'\'111100. worl tl t 1t do 8

not touoh.

I \.ou... r thor you bave 1.s a~ opportunity to talk th young

croh1 ,coda, o 1s I reotor of tho rkle Fo t10n. He spent .. day 1n

Prinoeton reo ntly and had an intereoti~ diao slon to llll. t foundat lons

oan do, dh •

ith all good sh o.

t r sincerely.

T.ft·~~Dd D. Fosdiok
The .ook f ller F undc.tion
49 .eo 4 tb .tr et
11ew York City

iFf CE

AHAt,4 FLEXN£'R

•
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THE ROCKEFELLER FOUNDATION
49 WEST 49th STREET, NEW YORK

OFFICe. OF THE PR.ESIDENT

March 25, 1957

Dear Flexner:

I have your letter in regard to the mathematical

situation at Princeton, and I can assure you it will have

our most careful consideration. Just now, we are in some-

thing of a jam over the annual meetings on April 7th and

8th, so that it may be a little time before I can get in

touch with you, but I shall communicate with you about the

situation at the earliest possible moment.

With best wishes,

Sincerely

h.

Dr. Abraham Flexner
20 Nassau Street
Princeton, N. J.

RBF:CL
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oh 1 • 1911T

Deal' 0 diolc:

YOII '7 b s 1'1:1 Ii b;r the tOl'lll or

th ncl08 0 unlo tio • t 1, • 11ttle d1ff1cult

for _ to
.
te yo u ar • Foe I.okn or

• Pr Ii tn. blOt I ope I "., oceedec!

1n 01 eo I. 0 t too &t1 .hiB

addend b;r '1 0

letter.

r 1

it 11 ood , ,t.o ;you e. d tty.

Rv I' Binoorely.

• a Dd B. oed1olc
Roo efe11 I' FoUDde.t10.9 e,t 4 treet
!lew Yor!l: City

~ FLEX ER

t
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THE ROCKEFELLER FOUNDATION
49 WEST 49th STREET, NEW YORK

OFFICI OF THE PU:5IDINT

January 8, 1937

Dear Flexner:

Wasn't that a delightful letter that Rex

Harlow wrote you! I appreciate your sending it to me.

It was good to see you the other day, and just as

soon as I get my breath after I return from the South,

we will get together on that report.

Affectionately yours,

Dr. Abraham Flexner
150 East 72nd Street
New York City

RBF:CL



Records of the Office of the Director / General Files / Box 22 / Fosdick, Raymond B. 
From the Shelby White and Leon Levy Archives Center, Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, NJ, USA.

J nuary 6, 1037

oar • 00 10kt

I think tho t tit rat l?lU"lll':rap'" of

tho 1 ttor ....nioh I B!:l onolo in-. _. 0l:1 IToi'e080r

JLrl o SI: i'ord. who vis it riDooto~ a 00 'le

ot 0 oka a~o, rRY ,ive you on idea or t e ~

the Institute tmpre~~ 8 onle wlo s"o th9 "n

who ro not only proi'eBsorc but work rs.

Ow' 1 ChOOD yosterday :uo c! 11 -hthl

and I

thm.

sh 00 re 0103 r ~~U could va moro o?

\0 itll 10 to you !letty,

=. y;:lo
Roc et Eer
~9 \ eat ~O

J8'lrYorlc <; i ty
..F!.:.rx

~..or ll:i\otlon -eJ;y,

ok
Ilt on
ot
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llovecber 11, 1936

Denr Foed1okJ

Pres1dont Dodde Mil told hat you have n p 1uted a

or of e jo1nt OOl.ltUttee o 111 to eet f'r t tot to

d1scus tho int r-re t1 t • -.,...,'OSII

to e ,I at au 11 ey

h intorest 1na

dOTelop1ng.

1!IJJtitut1C1lllJ

I g01 to be 1n I Yor Uo;vmlbor IS. 14 and 16. I d

• to.lk wit! I should 1 -0 to report to you•

If' you will of' 1 • d~ for ton or f'i en

nut 6, eept .' 1cw.)"luuc eo • t ! nlq. u 11 be

intor at in t pasll bo S •

te ,
to .. ...,. ...\ ....~ ,.U,.....

.- 'I

•

P." j'!l1n I 1 r
of t rogrtlss 0 1n ooUMotlOl1
lldd Ule 0110171 •

o In.." or ted
OOUl d IS for it...

00 ratula y u VOl: \'Ia:r.JlJ~

rt'ul 1nflu no of 0 r ... 0 • tloa
uoh lIh1n1ng ox loIS. aohing aloft 'beoaUB of tlleir

of tru valuo, are groo.tly nood in t a odern rId, ro
1s so oft n pr l' rred to q l1ty.n Th ro are very r_ po.-aons

u1d daro to shOll' an OO'tnlon 111"0 this - you are ono of th •..~ -
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lIovambor B, 1935

Dear Fos lck:

Prosldant Dodds haa tol me that you havo been a::>.JOinted.

a oemb r of the joint committee which is to moet from tino to time

to dlscuss the inter-rolatlons of t~o Institute and tho Un1vo.sity.

docdlcos to c-~, I, vory hn). at tt~c choice, d 1 t .inJ: • au "ill

be vO"7 MUCh interested. indelld in t e W>I:7 t ose collpor1\tinc; i ,ti Lu-

tion in dovelopinc;.

I 108<1 t kod wi th SiMon yeoto about t 0 ,olcl bibrar,r.

T oir;ht oantion the fact t t· ou 'Uld I ha poken brie 17 on the

oubj oc t -.men I 1aa t saw yo I to bo in Utr.7 Yo.'k liovOJ:lbor 13-15.

Let Me 1mo,", if I rI1I drop in to 000 ou tor 3 ~m1 l1lO:lcntc on :u _. ono

of tl oeo 8. I think thoro 1e a. pOBnlbll iy of ornot inc boi

dono that 11 a?p~ol to ·ou.

or af!ccticnatol ,

.:r. :t '''''~'nd B. 0'1 iok
61 Broa4,.
110\1 York City
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JCLASS OF SERYICE DESIRED \.

WESTERN
./ NO. CASH OR CHG.

DOMESTIC CABLI:

TE1.EGRAM FU1.1. RATE

OAY 1.E'ITER DEFERRED
CHECK

NIGHT CABLE

UNIONMESSAGE LETTER

tUGHT WEEK END
LETTER UTTER TIME FIlED

~~ebeckd.-of..-nct

d..u-t; othB'wiMl~.w be
""'- enz.mtted... fG1l...-ta '\...ammunle-.tinn. NEWCO". CA"LTONo ~"I:.IOlllfT oJ. Co WIL~rRo l"1"n .te:.·..-.IDCHT

SenJ the lollounng mu.JDge. subject to the lerm~ on bac:k her«J!. U)hIch are huehy agruJ to

Cctobe. 29, 19~5

1:)8 .El 01 or Fle.~or

c/o l'bs Helen D tsc
t. Qnel"l Thn tre »uil rig

:M6 lent 4~ th Street
16: York Ci t;:

f ynur ;>-. cttLc.J.te:; .;1 t.'! • au ;:>1,' "0 1~0

E~ lCr S.

(Cr~• ..;e IMtit\l~o .or AdvxcOtl Stu',»

lier todJly

.. .... 0':'

TilE QUICKEST,s REST AND SAFESt WA \' TO SEND MONEY I BY TELEGRAPH OR CABLE
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Fobruart 5, 19:>4

De' l' F '. d10kl

I.:e.nv thanks for: UTS oj' tho 2nd nolod

whioh I shall show to ProfosDor ~fsoh teo

Eu !itt,Io noto,

I ndor 1f Bullitt und rstunds tbAt Pontrja 1n 1s not

int nd1n to r in in ;.mer10o.. H '(lnts to 00 lore to work '"1th

tho 1'1 eton '0 n 1ntond to r ::'urn at oue6 to 'oee ,\', ore

t.ho nuss ana \ i 11 U Co t t e Ion fit of his rio n experienoo.

I ono100e oopy of a note 111:"011 r bl!l se 1ng Bullitt t.o thut efroct.

i.:any tlla

:.:r. na~'Illond B. Fosdiok
tll Broad y
N ork Oit:,

1 Erol.
AF/ CE

to ~,,, for having si:arted the ball rolling.

:linoorol '''Oure,

ABRAHI\M FL'=X ER
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CU RTIS, FOSDICK & BELKNAP

ATTORNEYS & COUNSELORS AT LAW

•
61 BROADWAY

.JAMES F". CURTIS
RAYMOND 8. F"OSDICK

CHAUNCEY BELKNAP

ear F exner:

NEW YORK
CABL.E A.DDRESS CURTISITE

January 29, 954

Yes, I ave t en up t e r. ontrja matt'!r th

assa or litt an expect to have VI r from him any ay now.

out that weekend, I seem t ave g ne my-

self up for the next three wee s. y calend s

be re t. ever, I wan very muc to como t Pr cet n

an '11 arrange t at t e ear est possible moment.

th est wis es,

fecti nately,

~ /J.~

r. raham F exner
20 assau treet
Princeton

ew Jersey
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Dear l'oeil '.1

....ere at'Q t 0 :'0 . \; ttl .boule 11'"9 to our "'r('l "0 \ abo ttl

1. ' v " "J. 91\U 1

of Dr. Pon rj :11

!l11 tot b ot

2. I ',111<, ,,It i cit. r r 0 .nt .. Me • ,. 9 tt'Cl h"

you au' be I,

told 1:19 '1 t

for yo 'lI' olf • 10 he

end I t about aIId whlob I 1 auld 1 It to t. 11" • C1\t witl 111m,

\.0 cntion til,-' ,~i... t t' t Aunc WO' l>o v. rD.

111 )'uu tel ,houo' t ot r,,'~ . ~d o ~ or

S turOOy in tho n turoT, 'IlY day '11111 zu1 •

o 1clt

er ~ncerc1:1.
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CURTIS, FOSDICK 8. BELKNAP

ATTORNEYS & COUNSELORS AT LAW

61 BROADWAY
,JAMES F" CURTIS
RAYMOND B F"OSDICK

CHAUNCEY BELKNA~

Dear Flexner:

NEW YORK
CABLE ADDRESS CURT'SITE

December 6, 1952

ell, I see that Einstein got his visa after all. As

you said last night, it was one of those damn fool things that could

only happen in the United States. Last evening I sent Stimson the

following telegram:

"Action by American Consul in Berlin in regard
to Dr. Einstein's visa is a deep humiliation to
America. Strongly urge that steps be taken at once
to remedy situation so that we may not become ridicu­
lous before the whole world. If &S a result of blunder­
ing stupidity of our representative in Berlin Einstein's
visit is made impossible, history will never forgive us."

Harry also sent an indignant telegram to Hoover and we called up

Nicholas Murray Butler and got him started on the war path. He was

mad as the devil about the whole proceeding and promised to raise hell.

I also got Shotwell started and he sent telegrams to \.ashington. I

got in touch with Finley of the New York Times and we were just planning

out a campaign .,hen the flash came over the wires that the visa had

been granted.

That the State Department Should have dignified that absurd

petition from the Woman Patriot Corporation is nothing Short of a

national humiliation.

Faithfully yours,

Dr. braham Flexner
100 East 42nd Street
New York City
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September 28, 1931

To: Dr. Flexner

From: RBF

This is swell stuff and I have no criticisms

of any kind.
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Time was, when Europe was exposed to ravage by typhus or

b'll1>onic plague. Their origin and progress were shrouded in ~stery;

but the veil has now been lifted; these plagues will not recur,

because their causes and methods of distribution are understood; they

can be prevented or stopped. :But from social and economic plagues the

10rld is not yet immune. They continue to come and go ~steriously.

We cannot any longer sit helpless before these social and economic

plagues, which, once well under wa:!, ravage the \10rld, as our present

economic and social perplexities and sufferings show. The very con-

quests which science has wr~~t - increased production and easier

distribution, which ought to be bleSsings - ~ve dra\711 in their wake.., ~ )-. '--L
curses that mBlf or may not be~connected with them. On these intricate

and recondite matters I have no opinion: but clear it is tllat noRhere

in the world does the subject of economics enjoy the attention that it

deserves - economics in the broad sense, inclusive of political theory,

ethics, and other subjects that are involved therein. The Institute

for Advanced Study has here a pressing opportunity: and assuredly at

no time in the world's history have phenomena more important to study

presented themselves. For the plague is upon us, and one cannot well

study plagues !!:flilr they have run their course; for with the progress

of time it is increasingly difficult til recover data, and memory is,

alas, short and treacherous.




