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nm INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED S11lDY 

PIUNCETON, N1!.W JOSEY 

President Frank Aydelotte 
Swarthmore College 
Swarthmore, Pennsy 1 'ftnia 

My dear President Aydelotte: 

January 3, 1939 

The dates of the meetiD«_ ot the Trustees 

of the Institute for Advanoed Study for the year 

1939 are as follows: 

JIonday, January 23 

Monday, April 17 

Monday, Oot ober 9. 

You may wish to note them on your oalendar now. 

Very tru~ your_, 

ESB, MGB 
~ / I.fo.-A. 

Seoretary ~ 
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MRS. FELIX M. WARBURG. Nn1I Yor'" 
EUGENE WARNER. 8"6"''' 
HENRV WINEMA"!, Ddr,,;1 
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,NC. 

tOO EAST 42ND STREET 

1100 .. SI. 

NEW VORK CITV 

January 10. 1939 . 

Uy dear Dr. A.,vd.elotte : 

It T/as a p rivilege to be with you 
yesterday and to meet Dr . Rufus Jones, and a lso 
t o mak:e the acquaintance of your good lady; above 
all , to breathe the atmosphere of human ki ndness 
which, thoue}l I had lOlown of it, I was happy t o 
realize so much more definitely in our conversa­
tion last night . Time i s the most dan~erous and 
the most important element we have to deal with 
at this time . I t i s a race with misery and death. 

Thankine you agai n , 

Dr . Frank ~delotte , 
Cedar Lane , 
Swar thmore , Pa . 

S1nc~~ 

Paul :Baerl{ald 

THIS ORGANIZATION IS SU"~RT.D SOLELV SY VOLUNTARY CONTRISUTION1i" 
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(PIN P!l ~ ~. ck.u. ..... ?1 

----"-
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l~ January 1939 

Dear IIr . Maass: 

I returned las~ fi i ,ht and had a talk _i th Clarence 
Pickett this .0rn1nc . As you know, he bad tortunately met 
Harold I..1ndler 10 New York yest erday and had a ve!'y .b tls1'actory 
talk with him . It was arranged hat J..inaler sll~ulQ tell Rublee 
very fully a bout the plans whlch t he Amer ican Frlend. Service 
Coa=ittee i. conaiderln, so as t o avoid any poss i bility of 
conflict or misunderstanding _ith the Intergovera=ental Co~ittee . 

I g4ve Clarence rickett .our ~e ssage ~ r egara t o 
1Ir. Baruch . Pickett kno~ s Baruch well hOd . ill ,,~lte ~o his 
ottice 10 lew York 1mmedlatel~mentlon1og ~ our 0 and my 
own and asking 1'or an appo1ntment . 

Mr . rlckett nas a lready consul~od the aed Cros s~ 0 
are running 8 ca.p , 1 believe in Bolland , on the matter of cost. 
and has made a rou gh estimate or the ex~r~se of 8 caap f or refugees 
who already have American Q.uota numbers tor the next t l'iO or 'three 
years . It s eetls C(ulte clelir 1.0 h1..lll thbt. it would be necessary 
to have an assurance of a IIlLl lmum of a million dollars n year 
for t wo years. ~e cost woulci of course vary with the number , 
and thls acount mi ght sell he exceeded. He hus not yet had time 
to ~ke a definite budget and can hardly do so until more f actor. 
are known .uch as the location of ~he cnm~, type of bullding. 
needed, etc . Ie t binks it would cost probabl y *5000 to ~ke the 
necessa ··y preliminary studies ... hleh ought t o be um ertaken 
t.medlately . 

Mr. Pickett does not know . hether any of the Qoney to 
wbieb .r . goo~er has access woulc Le availabl e tor this ~urVose , 
but will put that ~ue. tion to him on J anuary 16th. 

The idea of such a refugee camp as r hove mentionea 
seems to the Friends on f urther discusslon the bes t step to take 
next . aslae trom the rel~er ot dIstress which 1s by comparison 
a small problem. A retugee caap tor yersons _ho ~re assured or 
ad.is.ion ~ tbe Unlted State . in t wo or three ,e& r s 1. perfectl y 
feasible. The expense can be calculuted ~ i th a fair cegree or 
accuracy, Bnd the ¥rlends are eager to groceed aith this as soon 
as the t1ounc1ng 01' it can be arranged . I am . end1ng Clarence 
P1ckett a copy of this letter 1n or der to say, bo~b t o you and 
t o him, that 1 tb1n~ it ~ould be advlsa ole to have a conference 
on the f10ancial problem as .oon a. possible att er »r . ~ickett 
sees Mr. Hoover on Januery 18th . 
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It lia s a gr eat pleasure 'to see rou and. ilr . Le 1desQ.or! 
yesterday , and I sball be ava i lable at a .oment " not1ce in Ca.e 
you or ne want to get hold of ma at any t1~e . I f nothing inter­
feres , we shall go ort to Flor id" next week for t he 11 t tle no11d"y 
we have been planning , but .. y .ecretary lTlll be able to re .. cb 
IDe by telep~one at any time , and I could 'f, i th tt.e greatest ease 
run up to Kew York any day aud sbould Je glad to co 1t i f tbere 
were any reason for my doing 90 . 

Herber t H. Maas s , Esq . 
20 Exc .ange Place 
New York, ~Ie. York 

Xoura s i ncer ely . 
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JanU4l'y 25 . 1948 

J . Barnard ·alton. LSq . 
1515 Cherry Stroet 
F'll1ladolphill 2 . Pellllflylvnnill 

Duar .Friond: 

I llIlve rur latt~r ot January 20th. und lw.aton 
to DB}' tlw.t I shall bo truo to nttund the &loting 
in Tronton on oh 13th. It ~~thur ~O~OB Jones 
WiD hOD to lw.v" u nC!!1ll group oonter \'11 th ~instein 
10 could probBbly ~e tlw.t oDD1ble by Baking 

t!.0111 o.nd i.Lw to c ur MUllO in . -"incoton . lll1lt 
would bo th .. boot til!!o? 'ould it'bo'oonvon!ont 
to hnvu th tOl' ,,,)ll on SBturday <ll.'t",'noon . . 'ch 
13t'. or I. uld to two on »undn, nttornoon bo 
buttor? Plu,,~o lot Imo'" and I "til tako tho 
=tt01' up w1th Z1nDtuin as eoon us I ruturn to 
P..-inooton nuxt Vloek . You bod bo~l,o..- roply to 
l!!.O thoru cinco mUD to noridn. aru alau . 

Yow"S ainooruly . 

Frank Aydolotte 

J!A/p 
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12 JhIlUl,ri 1939 

Dear Ur. Baer'fluic : 

W: ,,11'e U! d I \!oasidered it is. great. prlvilege to nave 
~ ou and those other .,;,ondcrf:..l peojlle at. 0 ..11' house on ondti./ 
night. 'l'ile Frie;'l{;.s .feel e:onorul ttp.;rovbl ot the ~ec1ute 
setps which we d.lscussec , i.e. , reJ-let of c istre.ls in Gerruan;y 
and the organlzat.1on ot a CWD;> tor refugees '-laving lluota numbers 
which wIll admlt thee 'to 'Cue U ~ S . J~. duriug tile next two or three 
Jears. Clarence Pickett 1s tr~ing ~o hlake a tentative estimate 
of case. He has an ap~olntQellt ~~th .r. Roaver tor Jun~rJ 18th 
a t which tue he . Ul lenrn "bether an.;, of the [ " ,ds to .. ~lch 
Mr . Hoover bas access can ue used for this ~~rJ,>03e . Mr . Pickett 
would lIke soon after tba t. to nave a conrereHce IlS 'to Yra" 5 and 
means of flnanc1nn t he c~p. 

The expense Kill, or course, vat"')- fit.:cordtng t o nuwuE"rs 
and the length of tice tbat each lnu1vld~al sta~ s. Mr . Pickett 
told me this morning .hat 1t seelts t o tWa that tile L1wl.l'lum amo""t 
needed woul e be something like a mtllion loollars a :rear assured 
for two )'I>ars . l'erha,>. the Llost i ...... e<l ,n Le need 18 Il ~JI:l in the 
neighborhood of $5000 for ~relu.1nar) studies 01' s11.e , uullcllngs, 
etc . I underatand he suw ou in New York )"esterdu)", and he 
proba bly talkea this whole ~tter over flit.o • QU. V,e all ugree 
wt~h • our optn1on about t he Luportance ot gettlng s~e ne!~lte 
action uncel'wa a~ ... ue eo.rltest possiule mo ent. 

l o l.l.r s slncerel} , 

Paul Baerwald , LSq. 
AlII. J e .. ish J 0 In t II is tl"lllu't lon Co ..... lt tee 
l JO ~nst 42nd ~troet 
lIew Yorlt Cit) 

r 
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1Jfrirni'lli' ~!'nrral (!Jllnf!'t'!'n!!' 
151S CHERRY STREET 

OFFICEU PHILADELPHIA 2, PA. 

BLISS FOUUSH,o.ol""o. 
Vic.Ch"irrnu: / T.I.p""~ •• lillIe-how .. 6 ·2286 

EXECUTIvE COMMITTEE 

Offl,," 
Committ .. Choi ..... "" 

J. KENN eDY SI NCLAIRE 

-I C. MARSHALL TAYLOR AdvancemenT 
RI CHARD L. BUROSALL', 8udg"t and Fi nan 'e 
HER BERT F. FRASER. Econ .. ,,.,,, P,,,bl,,m. 
GEORGE A. WALTON, education 

E. VESTA H .... IN ES 
PATRICK MURPH Y MALIN 
CHARLES A. WHITNEY 
eDW IN C.ZAVIT'Z 

Sect.lory Fi.ld SKrela f'/ 
JtICHAJtD P. EASfMAN 

801t 2602. Y.llow Spring., Oni .. 

ESTHER HOLMES JONES Peoce and S ...... ,. 
W ILLIA M MACKENSEN, k.l ili ioUI Educall,," 

ELISABETH H. MIlTtEll. Boltimor. 
H"DASSAH MOORE LeeDS 
T,e",u'~t 

JAMES R. FROREI!., PhilodelJ>hia J. S.CURriS HARVEY, JR. 
" .. Ilion! r,,,O'"'" 

GEORGE E. ono 
ESTHER M. FURNAS Indi"",, 
BAUen HOLLISTER, Indiono 
JA MES D. HULL. Bahi,"",. 

MaOOller 01 a;."njol Co.,.,."". 
CARL D. PRAn 

AUHUJt C.JACKSON Philad.IIlh'a 
JtICHA~D H. McFEELY. Ph llad.IIlhia 
RICH MOND P. M lLlE~. Philadelphia 
tO RE NA Z. PAINTER. Genesee 
MA.JOltIE F. scon. Balri,"a" 
GLADYS S. SEAMAN N_ York 
JEAN/limE F. STETSON. Ill inoi, 

... "illonl Manager 01 8ie"n;al Con' .. ,.,. 
MOtACE R. STUIBS 

I 

Frank Aydelotte 
SS Battle Road 
Princeton, New Jersey 

Dear Dr . Aydelotte: 

January 20, 1948 

The Peace and Service Committee of Friends ' General Con­
ference and the Committee on Economic Problems are planning a 
joint conference at the Friends' Meeting House i n Trenton, New 
Jersey, on Friday, Saturday and Sunday, March 12, 13 and 14. 
Esther Holmes Jones , chairman of the Peace and Service Committee, 
asked me to give you a cordial invitation to help with the con­
ference, especially for Saturday afternoon, the 13th . We are 
all much interested in the line of thought of t he group for whom 
Albert Einstein is speaking in the publicity now coming out in 
the papers. Do you think it would be a good idea to get someone 
from this group to come over to Trenton Saturday afternoon to 
interpret their thought to our conference? Would it be better 
for us to bring a delegation of our people to Princeton to con­
fer with some of the leaders there and possibly to calIon Dr. 
Einstein in his study? Esther jones thinks this would be a r eal 
experience for our Committee members and would make a profound 
impression on them. You know the situation at Princeton, and 
we trust your guidance in helping to make the plan which would 
be most profitable to the Committe e . 

We expect to have representat ives of several of the Meetings 
in New York, Philadelphia and Baltimore, making a group of about 
twenty from outside of Trenton . When we have an open meeting 
in the Trenton Meeting House we would probably have fifty to a 
hundred additional people rrom Trenton and from nearby me etings 
to whom the invitation is extended . 

We tried to reach you by phone this morning but received 
word that you are away for about a week. If this letter is 
forwarded, and if you have time to send me a line saying whether 

FRIENDS' GENERAL CONFERENCE AT CAPE MAY, N, J" JUNE 25 _ JULY 2, 1948 



Records of the Office of the Director / Frank Aydelotte Files / Box 1 / American Friends Service Committee 
From the Shelby White and Leon Levy Archives Center, Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, NJ, USA

2 

the date of March 13th is ~ree for you and whether you can do 
something or not we can use this In our earl y publ icity . We 
can, of course , keep the definite plans open until near the 
time; and we will gladl y wait until you have opportunity to 
talk with the people you would wish to invite at Princeton. 

Very sinc ely, 

JBW :mjm 
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C R 0 S S REF ERE ~ C E 

Jate : .z:;~ /'J-/r 

FILE: ~J~~ ~~ 

.&-.u-u.-e 

HE : (7~ ~-z; ~~ ~-4 
ALt.;~ , 
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C R D S S REF ERE NeE 

:Jate : ~ If, 19fY 

FILZ : a 1,sc- ~( 

SEE : c:c ':fS'C -~ 
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THE I NSTITUTE FaA ADVANCED STUDY 

SCHOOL or K.\Tf/WUTlCll, fllIlI f/.\LL 

PRlNC£TON, NEW J E RSEY 

November 23 , 1938 

Dear Aydelotte: 

1'any thanks for your letter of November 21 . 

And best wishes to you and Marie for your holiday in 

the South. 

President Frank Ayde l otte 
Swarthmore College 
SWarthmore , Pa . 
OV.GB 

Yours sincerely, ,I 
O~-4f/A 

Oswald Veblen 

(),~- ~~~/ '4.' 1 { 
(;lA h, ~A- r 1r~,:,~ 

Jj,u«<""<" "-4 
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15 October 1938 

Dear Ve \>len. 

I have thougnt. u. lJout j our le tt.er of Octo .:J or I Bth 

and believe the Lest Quaker bocy t o do sOIIIeth.lng aeout refuge •• 

would Je ~be American Friends 

woule! be w111lne t o 'mdertuke 

~ 

Service Comm1tte~ . 

"'" it or not, I ci a not 

rlethcr they 

lcno'l\ , bu t 

I think, if j ' O U were willing , I Lllght pOd!ll l.J~y arrange f or 

you to appear anc1 make a statement at one of t heir me e tings. 

I also am flooded by la tters and .,arsonal visits, 

ane! have succeeded 1n f1nd1ng some k1nd or ber th. for 11 nUllber 

of men lately. I have , however, now uone a oout all that I 

can. The problem 18 an appalling one. 

Profa5S0r O~wald Veblen 
. The Institute for Advanced Study 

Prinoeton, New Jersey 

Yours stncerely , 
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5 De " ~ .. be r 19c8 

~ear Dr. Flexnerl 

141m), thanks for j our kind W Cii1 i I' 1.es 
w!'!l ch I ORve been unH~le \.u un8\\o t~ r \lIlt. ll t his mumen " . 
I ~w now s afe l y back fr om CI.ariottesvl11e , s t Ill 1n 
bed , tho:lg~. ru pld l ;:. conv&. los(! lllU: f r om an. O}H:"L'U t i on which 
I had down the r e . 'l' d e moment it 'll'US over r reb.l l zed 
tt:nt t l-:.e c1ro lnlntf of this al>~ ce5g ha d dono t he Lr- l c k 
anc t h;lt I should soon ut" a ll right aguin. 

You p I"o tmu l j' ,JU 'h L"1 th ts mo rning' 5 

'il l!.es tllfo b.f'I.nounccment :>f t.hc Rufus Jones Com181 l.1:ee . 
whi ch 1 s going ove r 1.0 (h~J~rouny t o s ee wha t the limer l ctm 
Fr iends S e rvi ce COlllQlt tee Chll GO 1n the nla1. t~ r of Jt!''t.lsh 
re],1ef . I was asked. ;,0 l,e a IDerut le r of , -; l1e ~ot!lmlttee J 

'. ~:l'd. ! t ~. r.: !l .:t- qltte r o lsll JJpo1ntment t.o me tlHl t I coul u 
not go last \\eek . ' It 1s Just pos s i b l e that t.ue!' may a sk 
me ~o go latE r, and if ... 0 , I !:S hall c ·~ J~t.a lIlly do 1 t . I 
am a little s orry that t his unnouncement npyenreci in 
t h e n G~.spa ~ ei:' s and u litt.l e t roauled !l. UO;Jt J mll ... hn t 
I1ne the commit.tee will thke. My or:n tholgnt wa s t.hat 
the most eff \~ ctlve im.l:s(!l ate thing \. 0 hu etoile VobS m«!!s 
feed1n5 of those 1n need on the plan of the Quaker fee d­
i ng of Ge r"L1un chl1drer.. aftel' 'the war . Dut r ho))€' thut 
the commi ttee will mkKe no decisIon until they have l ooked 
lnto t.~lC !:latte r cr.rel"u lly, nnd I cannot. ue1ieve t.b&t sn 
inte rview wi th Httler, which Seelil S t o U6 1n their minds , 
v.:111 ac c:)::.pli 5h an "t. h t ne a t a ll. 

I ~h&. ll (lo uL tless . UV(> lIli 'pu.rt 1n wha t ­
ev e r pitin o f ac tion 18 uecla ed upon, ana 1 [lOpe l"or an 
opportwll ty of tb.lk1n ..; t.he whole matLe r ove r ." l t h J Ou as 
soon as I am on my feet again . 

Dr. Abr a :lam }'.i. exner , Direc tor 
rnstitu~e for Advanced Study 
Princeton , New J e rsey 

Yours sincerely , 
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5 December 19l..8 

Dear Mr . Maassl 

You have pro buul y s een t he enclosed art iole 

prLnted Ln t he New York Times t hl. morning . A. I told you ln 

my letter, t he Priends asked me to go as a member ~f thl. 

cOQmlttee, but I had had an operation only a few day. before, 

c.nd am sttU in bed waltLng for the .. oun to heal. The .. hole 

business is no t very serious, but it keeps me out of any kind 

or active work for the moment , though there l~ JU8t ' s poss l-

bility . that I may follow the committee to Germany next week. 

I am a little troubl ed .. bout what they 

are going t o dOj and ve ry much regret this statement in the 

new.papers. I intended, if I had gone, to cake a lot of in­

q~ir1e. on the spot hefor e udvocating nny def1nite proposals. 

I a. inclined to think myself from a d1stance that the most 

useful thing would be some kind of mas. feed1n& of those in 

need j organ1zed on somewhat the aa~e glan as the Quaker 

teeding ot Uermen chlldren after tbe war. I bope and expect 

t o take my 'part 11:'1 whatever course of action 1a t ,', 'tually , 
decided upon. As I said to you in my letter trom Charlottes­

ville, I hope to talk t he whole matter over witb ou as . oon 

.a I am up and ahout. 

R •. R. lIa .. s , Esq. 
20 Exohange Place 
New York, New York 

W1th kindest regards , I am 

Yours slncerelYj 
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Jlirmdd [r!l4/ l/trhon 
.YWkJ'N~}tJ 

Jff.l...t.:1P. It"~ 
Y/J/",.. if: j?k, .... k 

Dr. Frank Aydel otte, 

l'fl6!nknJYQ 9/a",e' 
. l,w..Iq?!,;rl I December 6, 1938. 

Swarthmore College, 
Swarthmore , Pennsylvania. 

Dear Dr . Aydelotte:-

Thanks for yours of the 5th with enclosure, which item 
had already been re-prlnted 1n the New York papers and which I had 
read. 

I am distressed. to learn that yalt are stlll incapac1tated, 
but hope that the wound will heal shortly and thoroughly and that 
you w1ll then be able to do what you have 1n mind . 

I think your Joining the Committee in Germany would add 
tremendously to its weight. In view of your 1llness would it b e 
more convenient if Leldesdorf and I were to come to Swarthmore for 
a talk w1 th you? If 80 J I am all.re 1 t CQuid be arranged. 

Leldesdorf, who knows that I am writing, Joins me 1n 
best wishes for a speedy reoovery . 

../::z-v.r youre. 

HHI4:JR 
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10 December 1958 

Dear IIr . Maass : 

Thank yo'.;. ver~' cuch for ) our l e tters of DeceQber 

5th and 6th , I 'N2.nt very much to ha e a confe:renc;e with 

you and }J,r. L.ooldes c.orf es soon a s ~ve have sowe news from 

the cOI:lmittee in GerL..lln~r , It 1s ver kind of you to offer 

to cottle dOr-lu here , ane it ~ OU .lf eive we ereut pleasnre to 

have you . I !:>ball let: JOu know, prot-ubI · b} telephone , 

what pr ogres s r uake anu ",bat we l"lear from Germany, and 

try to arrange & meeting e ither here or In New York , 

whlchever , roves lJ.dvi.ss ble. 

The rlo~tor looked ~e over car eful J '9sterday 

and says r aLl IDWcing satls!'actory progress lm t. Oltst be 

carefu l untl.1 the inc ls10.'1 1s healed . I must Stt ,;.· 1 t S8etlS 

to me t o be going a little s l owly, b'.lt I s l~pose t here 1s 

no helping that . 

With kindest. regurus , I uQ 

Herber t H. Maass , Esq . 
20 Exchange Place 
New York , lier: York 

Your s s lncere.lr, 
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Dear lIeritt: 

~ December 1938 
DIctated Dec. 13 

Dr. , 'lexner told me over the telephone last n1ght 

that you want to see me , and he asked me to write to you to sug­

gest a date. I shall be very happy it you can come over either 

for lunch or tea on Friuay, the 16th, or on Monday or Tuesday , 

the 19th or 20th. Anyone of these t1mes ~ould s ult me about 

as well as ~other stnce I tiD conf1ned to the hous e getting 

over the effects ot a" recent operation and have at the moment 

very few engagements. I am glad to say I .. maklng steady 

progress . It 1s not as rap1d as I should lIke, but the doctor 

says 1t 1s rapld enough to s uit him and there seea. to be 

nothlng I can UO about 1t . 

Looking forward with great pl eas ure to seeing 

you, I am 

Protessor BenJamtn D. lIer1tt 
InstItute tor Advanced Study 
Princeton, Hew Jersey 

Yours sincerely, 
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19 Dece",ber 1938 

Dear I.I.r. Maass : 

I have Just received j o ~r secrutar)IS tele­

gram suggest.ing that. you anu 1ii.r. tell lesuol'f a:ight plan 

to come down on Frlnay. I aa Barr to sal tbat that 

day would be- iLlpos~llJle f or me. Lor <i Lothian orrlves 

ftursday , Is coming 'to SwarthrJore to spend a couple ot 

days with me on Rhode s S cholarsbl~ IJ 'Jslnes!3 , and I 

promised to keep Thursday to Sa~ur~ui tree for him . 

Wodne sdRY, the 21st, waula be fiHe , and tailing that , 

I shall be free all the earl) jJart of the ... eek f ollolling. 

Looking f orward ".1 t.h greu t illeasul'e to see­

ing you , I am 

8. H. Uaass, Esq . 
20 Exchange PlAce 
Bew York, Ne~ York 

Yours s incerely , 
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~#::vuitJ V!ik.vrr4077 
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~17fO' C. !Z-" .... ;6..., prJ £",,{c":Y'u%Wffr 
. //n~/~~", December 21, 1938. 

Dr. Frank Aydelotte, 
Swarthmore College, 

Swar thmore, Pa . 

Dear Dr . Aydelotte: 

This will acknowledge yours of the 19th, and 
first of all I want to expr ess my r egret tha t you are 
still confined to the house , together with the hope that 
you are making fl n e progress and wil l Boon be about . 

Unhapp1ly , my slster 1s critically 111 and it 
would have been impossible for me to come to Swarthmore 
to vislt you this week . In accordance with your l etter, 
unless there 1s Borne change 1n her situation, I sha] l en­
deavor to conflrm an appointment for one day early next 
week. 

With the Sea s on I B Kindest Greetlngs , I am 

HHM: IS 
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27 December 1938 

Dea~ lIr . Le1desdorf: 

Thank you verI much tor this marve aus pipe, 

which I a~¥reclc. to vcr-i warml~' as I 00 the entert. lnlne; blld 

usefUl !;adgets -;o:'h1c'h accompanIed it. This vilJe smoke.,..r s 

Imll'e 1" socetllJ.n~ wblch r IUs a need I had felt for" long 

tille, u'Jt. r hiid not. rea Li.te.-J be.rare that. 30 ac.mlrable ton 

artlclt! was in existence. I am a~ Light.ed also to havo the 

cocstllnt. t tUll pencil atto lighter, hlt.:h comhtnes t.o articles 

'1:11::11 L aLl al~tlJ'~ uslnr. toret,~flr. 

I &t:. hapZl!/ 'to SL ' th.:....t r {il .... te1.ttna on IJ,.: reet 

ago.1n thougb recovery f'rorJ this nasty little oVBratlan r.n s 

not been as rapid 89 r personally think t ought t o be . 

The Committee of FrIends who ~ent to Gerllwny 

are Olf on the oceBn on theIr return. I!lm in toach with 

ilr. Ilaass tr.nd flOpS to arrange for a conference tor au and 

hlm with them as soon as ~osblble after their arrival. 

W1 th renewed thanks and hearL-lest good wl.sh.es , 

I alll 

fr. D. Leldesdorf, Esq . 
,1 Persbing bquare 
New York, Ii. Y. 

Yours sihcerely, 
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, , , 

JM:.aJd fT!ifc'l/l~"n 
S?$/m.II,M 

$~~.Af_.j, 

;f,11{.~G: q,.w;&.. 

Dr. Frank Aydelotte, 

PIJ#ad.a1::7",9~ 
J lnp'J(,,.,t, November 22, 1938. 

Swarthmore College, 
Swarthmore, Pennsylvania. 

Dear Dr. Aydelotte:-

Herewith I acknowledge your letter of November 
19 th, with clipping enolosed. 

It 18 hearten1ng 1n times like these to find men of 
the type and position of yourself and associates t~ng BO 
deep a personal intere s t 1n the situation whioh confronts us 
and reoognizing its lmpllcatlo~to the world at large and 
future generat1ona. 

I have discussed the BubJect matter of your letter 
with Leldsadort. Unfortunately, neither he nor I know any­
thing about the Wo~l organization beyond What we have read 
1n the newspapers, but we are making an investigation and hope 
to be able to give you some definite advioe betore the week­
end. 

Your suggestion to have the American Friends SerVice 
t ake up the matter, and that you cooperate with them, would ap­
pear at tirst blush to enable you to render a muoh more effective 
service than through participation in the Woll organization, 
whatever it may be. It appears to me that t he more independ-
ent and unaffiliated organizations take up the matter, the 
greater the strength the movement Will derive. 

As soon as there is anything further in hand, I 
shall write you promptly. 

HHII:JR 

With kind personal regards, I am, 

Sincerely your I 
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:$!,.{,.,./,£: jl,,~t.iJ 
~2<" C EZ,,,;';" pccYd:Cha?J?&PkC& 

J I-:;',,'?J;;,,;{ November 28, 1938. 

Dr. Frank Aydelotte, 
SWarthmore College, 

Swarthmore t Fa. 

Dear Dr. Aydelotte: 

Referring again to yours of November 19th, Mr . 
Leldeadorf and I have been completely unable to get any 
very satisfactory information 8S t o the Committee which 
1s being organized by Mr. Matthew Wolle This, of course, 
does not 1n s11ghtest degree reflect upon the activities 
of Mr . Wall, or the prospective value of bis Committee 
when organized , but more likely 1s due to lack of inform­
ation on the part of the sources of informat1on at our 
disposal. Nevertheless, 1n discussing the matter with 
Leldesdort, he wants me to say that he concurs 1n the 
suggestion whioh I made 1n my last letter. namely, that 
if you are able to persuade the American Friends Service 
to take up the matter there would be a leader in their 
activities, which probably would be of greater value than 
your part icipation in the Wall Committee. 

With my personal regards, believe me to be 

Sincerely yours, 

HHM:IS 
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THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY 
SCHOOL OF MATHEMATICS 

FINE HALL 

-
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THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY 
SCHOOL OF MATHEMATICS 

FINE HALL 

PRINCSTON, NEW JERSEY 

-II- r rt- ~:'} #-:-~. /j'1.-.<h.. ,-,/ ~ 
" ~ ~ 1 ~<_lC._ .e . / ,- .-< ,...:. ~,J. , 

4 _roo.: . , .--L~ --'-~~ ~, ~ 
~ 1lL "~7 #... 1ft-.-JH ~ cI /-<. 
-tfJ ~ ~ ;t;. -u. t>-" - ~ ~. 

~,---, 
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lS October 1938 

Dear Veblen. 

I have thougnt auout Jour l.~tcr of Octo ber 18th 

and believe ~ho best Quaker boey t o do sOIIInhing a~out refuseea 

.ould "e the American Fr1ends Serv1ce COmLI1t tae. t; ne ther t he)' 

would be wl1line to undertake it or not, I do not know , but 

I ttdnk, if ~ou were willing , I ~1bht po •• l bl y arrange f or 

you t o appear and make a statement at one of the1r meetings . 

I also am flooded by letters and ~.rsonal v1s1ts , 

nnd have succeeded in finding some kind of berth for a number 

ot men lately. I have , however , now oone about all that I 

oan. Toe problem 1. an appall ing one . 

Your" sinoerel:! , 

Professor O~"ald 'eblen 
T,e Inst1tute f or Advanced Study 
Prinoeton, ;.~ew Jerse.1 
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THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY 

I'RINCETON, NEW JERSEV 

Ootober 19, 19SB 

Dear Aydelotte: 

Many thanks for your letter of the 15th. I 

shall be very glad to appear before the AmerioAn Friends 

Servioe Committee if it is thought advisable. I under-

stand that they have already been helpful in a number ot 

oue8. 

I shall be away unti 1 Thursday, the 27th, but 

shall be aVailable at any time after that except for a 

short ab8enoe in t he middle ot November. 

President Frank Aydelotte 
Swarthmore College 
swarthmore, Fa. 
OV,GB 

Very sinoerely, 

(J--J1t/A 
Oswald Veblen 
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20 NASSAU STREET 

PRINCETON, NEW JERSEY 

November 29, 1938 

D&ar Aydelotte: 

I had your letter ot November 19 Bome time since , but my 

desk has been overloaded with letters, mostly concerning refugees, and 

lIf3" time and thoughts and strength have been largely limited to problems 

connected with them~ 

I read with interest the clipping regarding the attitude 

of American universities and colleges, with which you well know I am in 

complete sympa:t~. There are, to be sure, practical difficulties, due 

mainly to the natural impatience of our own young men to procure promotion. 

It would be a mistake in the long run to embitter them. On the other band , 

there are certain sections of the country - particularly the south and 

the middls wsst - where no problem of this kind exists a t all and where 

the type of immigrant now procurable from Germ.a.ny and I taly might have 

the same sort of influence that the Brandeis family, fle eing from Germany 

in 1848, has had in this country. 

I do not know anything of the refugee work which Matthew Woll 

is beginning. I am to see President Oodds in the next day or BO , for he and 

Conant have been discussing the possibility of some large scale program. 

The practical difficulty which I foresee is this: everybody will want and 

will welcome the first-rate men like Weyl and von Neumann. They compete 

with no one and their coming is all pure gain. The difficulty arises 1n 

the class just below, but even so, if on the average our American colleges 

could take one or two each we would not only improve our own scholarly 

standards but would do a service to humanity which is crying aloud to be 

done. 
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President Aydelotte November 29, 1938 - 2 -

Anne had a note from Marie yes terday which tells us that 

you had gone to Charlottesville to recuperate and that you had encountered 

two unforeseen difficulties : (1) this unexpected snowstorm, (2) an abscess, 

which however appears f rom Marie's account to have been successfully 

treated b.Y the Charlottesville doctors . Do drop me a line or send me a 

wir e and l et me know how you are and what your plans may be . 

With affectionate greetings to you both , 

President Frank Aydelotte 
Swarthmore College 
Swarthmore , Pennsylvania 

AF/IICE 

Ever sincerely, 

7 

• 
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5 December 19B8 

Dear Dr. Flexner ' 

lIany thanks tor your kind in'll1 iries 
wh1ch I have been unable ~o unswer unt1l t his moment . 
I am now safely back from Charlottesville, still In 
bed , though rap1dly convalesclnt! from an opeNlt1on which 
I had down there. The moment i t "as over I reallzed 
thnt the dra1n1ng of this a\Jsees. hnd done the tr i ck 
and that I .houl d soon be a ll r1gbt ugaln . 

You probabl y saw in this &orning 's 
Times the announcement of the Rufus Jones Committee, 
wluen i. going over to Germany t o see whnt tbe AAmerican 
Friend. Service Committee can do in the matt~r ot Jewlsh 
relief. I ,",'as asked t o te a member of the committee , 
BaG it "8' :t b1tter eli.apP01ntment to me th.t I could 
not go last week . It is Just pos . tble that they may aak 
me t o go l ater , and if ,0, I .hall certainly elo it . I 
am a 11ttle sorry that t hl s announcement apy.ured in 
the newspayers and a little troubled llbout just what 
l1ne the committee ,,111 take . lIy own thougllt was that 
the most effective immediate thing to be done "as mass 
feedIng of those in need on the plen of the Quaker feed -
1ng of Gercun children after the war . But I ho~e that 
the committee wl11 mnke no declsl on untll they have l ooked 
into the catter curefull y , and I cannot believe that nn 
interview with Hltler , Which see.,. to be in t helr m1nds , 
..tll acco:::pl1sh any thine at all. 

I .hall douutl ess :'ave my part 1n what­
ever plan of act i on 18 decided upon, and I hope for an 
opportuni ty ot talking the whole matter over w1th you as 
800n a9 I am on my teet again . 

Dr . Abraham 1i'lexner , D1rector 
Instltute for Advanced Study 
Prinoeton, New Jersey 

Yours sinoerely , 
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~ December 19"'8 

Dear Mr . )(aassl 

You have probauly s een ~he enclosed artIcle 

prlnted in t he Hew York Times this morning. As I told you in 

my letter, t he Priends asked me to go &s & member of thi. 

committee, but I had had an operat lon onl y a few days before , 

and !ill stlll 1n bed "at ting for tne wound to heal. The whole 

bus1ness ls not very serious, but it keepa me out of any kind 

of active work f or the moment , though there 1 ~ Just a possi ­

bILIty that I ma y follo w t ne committee to Germany next week. 

I am a 11ttle troubled about what they 

are going to do, and v~ry much re~r.t this statement in the 

new.papers. I intended , if ! had gone, to make a lo t of in­

quiries on the spot ~efore udvocating any def1n1te proposa ls. 

I .m inclined to think myself fro a distance tnat the most 

useful thing " au l d "e some kind of masa feed1nl of those in 

need , organized on somewhat the same plan a a toe ~uaker 

f ced ing of ue rmen children after the war. I hope and expect 

t o take my part 1.11 whatever course of action 1s itBlltually 

decided upon. As I sa i d to you in my letter from Charlottes­

ville, I ho~e to talk t he whole ma tter over wi t h au as 900n 

aa I am up and about. 

H. H. Maass , Esq . 
eo ExChange Place 
New York, New York 

With kinao.t regar ds , I am 

Your s slncerely , 
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. In"~",{ December 5, 1938. 

Dr. Frank Aydelotte, 
Swarthmore College, 

Swarthmore, Pennsylvania. 

Dear Dr. Aydelotte:-

When I read your letter of December 1st I was extremely 
distressed to learn that you had been 80 111 and am happy to in­
fer from What you say that you have mended and are now on the way 
to oomplete recovery . I hope by the time that this 1s reoeived 
you will have tully resumed all your act1vities. 

I read 1n this morning's paper of the steps taken by the 
Soc1ety of Friends. which I think constitutes a magnif1cent gesture 
and effort on their part . I am sorry that you were unable to be 
one of their emissaries. Perhaps 1n the near future, when you 
are agaln feeling yourself, you will be coming to New York and be 
able to arrange to lunch with Leidesdorf and me. 

Please present my compliments to Mrs . Aydelotte and for 
yourself aooept th1s expres sion of my great grat1tude for your 
deep interest 1n the problems of my people. 

W1th k1nd personal regards, I am, 

Slnce:cely yours, 

~.....----~~ -
HHIoI.: JR 
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Dear Aydelotte : 

20 NASSAU STREET 

PRINCETON, NEW JERSEY 

December 7, 1938 

I have your letter of December 5. I agree with you in 

thinking that an interview with Hitler would be absolutely fruitless 

as far as action is concerned . It would probably do good as far as 

public opinion the world over is concerned, for if he refuses to see a 
• 

committee of Quakers, whose high-mindedness the whole world appreciates , 

or if, having seen them, he declines, be will simply deepen the 

impression of brutality which be bas already made, and the deeper that 

impression is and the more widely it is known the Booner we shaJ.l be 

rid of him and bis ere" . If, therefore, be refuses to- Bee a committee 

of Quakers, that fact should be made known through the press. 

In the matter of action, I suspect that you will accomplish 

most if you act through George Rublee, now in London, head of the 

organization set up by the Evian Committee . I know Rublee well and will 

be delighted to give you or Dr . RufUs Jones an introduction to him if 

it is deeired. 

I am happy to know that you are better and I hope that you 

will continue to improve . Keep quiet until the incision bas completely 

healed and there is no further cbance of infection. 

With all good wishes, 

President Frank Aydelotte 
Swarthmore College 
Swarthmore, Pennsylvania 
AF/MCE 

Ever sincerely, 

fl.,~ f 

2 
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Dr. Frank Aydelotte, 

,I'll #XChCU/f1",:!lk,C& 
./IaN 0:::,.£ , December 13, 1938. 

Swarthmore College, 
Swarthmore, Pennsylvania. 

Dear Dr. Aydelotte:-

Herew1th returned please find the letter of Mr.. 
Pickett, which you sent me with your no tation. The interest 
of Leldesdorf and myself 1n the matter,8S well as our desire to 
be helpful 1n any possible way, remains undiminished. There­
fore, please do not hesitate to call upon us t o come to see you 
at any time that your plana are deflnltlzed. 

In the meanwhile, I am glad to learn that your health 
1s improving and I look forward to seeing you s oon. 

With my oompliments to Mrs. Aydelotte and all the 
Season's Greetings to you both, I am, 

HHll: JR 

Sincerely yours, 

/~/~/~~~~~~~~~~ 




