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anusry 2,

Dr. Frank Aydelotte, Director
Institute for Advenced Study
P**wcetcn, Yew Jersey

£ Ll

Desr Dr. Aydelottie:

I zm sbout to leave for Californis but wish to
reply to your letter regerding Dr. arnst Kaun before
departing. I met Dr. Kspp some weeks ago and nave
hed him in mind; but openings for classicists are
not meny, end none has appeasred as yet. I shall con-
tinue to look for an opportunity for him.

Sincerely yours,

et

Laurens H. Seelye ®
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v December 24, 1940

Dear Seelyes

1 sbould like to urge very strongly upon you some
effort on behulf of Professor Ermst Kepp, who is at preseat
living et 414 West 120th Stresti tLpT-%- 304) 5 New York City.
Kapp 18 & good men. I believe the Emergency Committse has
expressed its willingness to make a contributlon towards his
support, snd the Carl Schurz Foundetion or the Oberlaender Trust
is willing elso to contribute. 211 thet Kapp needs is an
appoiniment with someé institution, so that the imstitution cam
make a requsst for these eontributions, In addition, I thimk
soms of Kapp's friends would, if necessery, put up small sums
such &8s they could afford (from $10 to $25 & meath each) to
insure & modest livelihood for him.

Kapp 1s mot eligible for Dr, Alvin Johmaon's scheme
because he 18 already in this country. The faect is that if he
does not get some halp he will not be here long, for he is
likely to stave to death, lie is =t the moment down almost to
his last dollar.

I expect there are full recorsé concerning him in
the ofiice of the Emergency Committee, and these will gzive you
& good idea of Kapp's quality. I have met him and can certify
to his high charzgcter end personal chara.

It is only necessary to find some kind of an appoint-
ment for him in order to secure him a stipend, with no expense
or only a very small expense to the institution concerned. If
you could arrange that you would be seving & first-rate man from
despair.

Yours sincerely,

FRANK AYDELOTTE
Dr. Laurens H, Seelye
Emergency Committee in Aid of
Displaced Foreign Scholars \
2 West 45th Street
New York City

FA/HCE
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Professor Brnst Kapp CFINION
' Scheidege im Allgau
Septesber 23rd 1937,

To the

Society for the Protection of Science and Learming,

Londen,
Gentleneni

From my Baadburg colleague Professor Snell I hear that some remarks of
mine on the work and scholarship of Professor Ernst Xapp might be of some use
to you,

I should like to state daforehand that ] bave been gellaborating with
hin very clowely ddring hie tenure of the chair of Classical Philelegy at Nem=
burg University and that we are bound by & common view of scholarship and an
equal interest in the classics and philesephy, This may give me a certaln dias
in his favour, btut on the other side it ought to enadble me to understand sad
appreciate him more thoroughly, A trua estimate of the guality and the scape
of his scholarship is made rather difficult for those mot in touch with him by
the fact - which may appear te be a sericus limitation and certainly is held
to be ia German acedemic circles =~ that he has published very 1ittla and has not
written until now what may be called a big book, Most of his energy has been
spent on his lecturees with the result that these lectures as well as his "Semin~
arfbungen® may be takea t» he original contridutions to classical scholarship.
So s true impression of the man and the scholar can only be got in the lecture=
room or in private discussion of the subject he is treating at the time. To
tshow that the impression I shall try to commmmicate later on is shared by others
I should like to mention the experience of a young English classical scholar =
an Oxford man and holder of a research fellowship of his Oollege, Staying with
me he had been listening to Professor Kapp developing his theory of the origin
of the Saturnian verse. When ] asked him what he though sbout it his answer
waei "He is almest & genius¥, Another English student - a Balliol men not
inclined to exaggerated praise snd in general a master of understatement had
been & member of Professor Kspp's seminar during ome of his terme in Humburg,
His suaming wp wasi "It 1s most frightfully good,®

Professor Espp is a disciple of Ulrich von Wilamowits, who was killed
in the war, and has edited his well=known dook on Sopheclean tragedy, I am
vriting in the Bavarian mountains, having no books, s0 I cannst enter imts a
detailed analysis of Professor Kepp's published work, He became Privatdozent in
Munich with a theeis on Aristotelian preblems, Among German classical scholars
bs 1is at present the highest authority on Aristoteliam logic. He has worked
out & new theory on the syllogism, ppblished very concisely in sn article in
Pauly-¥iseowa®, Later on he has turned to Plato, The result waes 2 new and very
shrewd interpretation of the theory of ideas., Not long ago he has published
an excellent paper on the practical Platonic attitude towards the Gresk State,
as 1t really existed, which full of weighty matter as it is, shows not only
the condensed power and accomplished elegance of his style, but also his insight
into the deeper implications of Platonis and Academic thought, Behind ite
scholarly detachment and slmost diedainful restraint to s careful reader there
will appear the clear and firm outlines of a true scholar's mind that hss
magtered the perturbing problems of his lonely position among surroundings not
unlike in many ways to thoss the rising Academy had to cope with, A review of
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a recent Germsn thesis on Demokritos may be quoted as & specimen of Professor
Eapp'e critical shrewdness and his skill in textual interpretation. Another
review = of a book of Professor Pasquall = contains a sketch of his very
planaible explanation of the origin of the Saturniss verse. He had been led to
it by the study of Cicero. But it is also a resmlt of hig keen interest in
metrics. He has an exceptionslly wide and exact knowledge of the history of
metrics back to Bentley. Thie interest made hie lecture on Plantus during his
last term in Marnburg. He is planning a comprehensive book on classizal versi-
fication. Of other sudjects treated in his lectures I ought at least to mention
Menander, Thuhydides and Homer.

Thies may give a feir 1dea of the scope of his work and his erndition.
But what really matters is the gensral outlook by which his work is directed
and the speclal type of classical echolarship 1t embodies.

I shall say without any hesitation - end I am weighing most carefully
what I am going to say = that Professor Kapp belongs to the very small number of
philologists who represent the most distinguished tradition of classical scholar-
ship. Small as his pudblished work may bde, he is working in the true splrit of
Bentley ami Frederich August Wolf. His is an slwmost uncanny gift to redunce anmy
probdlem to its moast simple and essential elements and to read classical texts
in a way that reveals the true meaning in its original simplicity and freshness.
Combining critical shrewdness of the highest order with hard commonsense he has
the open-mindedness and the complets freedom of preconceived notions indispens-
able to the gemuine interpreter. The combined result of these qualities is a
rare directness of vislon which puts him into immediate contact with what may
for brevity's sake be called historicsl reality.

I am speaking of persomal experience and am only too well aware of the
difficulty inherent in any attempt to maike plansible to others a conviction
which is founded on & series of rather sudtle impressions. So I should 1like te
244 that Professor Schwarts has t0ld me more than once that he had oaly been
prevented from proposing Professor Kapp as his successor in Munich by the small
mumber of his publications.

But after all it is not so much the future of Professor Kapp that mattars
as the contimmation of & particular line of German classical scholarship of which
he 18 one of the most distinguished and efficlent representatives at the present
time. German philology has reached a climex in the work of Ulrich von Wilamowits
and Professor Kapp surpasees all the scholars of his generation in his firms
grasp of the master's fundamental conception of the aime and methods of classical
scholarship. There is need to stress the dangers that are threatening the tradi-
tion of German scholarship at the present time. The finest achievements of the
human mind are highly wulnerable at any time, bdecause there will be always only
2 very few who are able to carry them on in the true spirit. For it does not
metter =0 mach that they are pressrved as a2 previons, but dead heirloom; what
really matters is that the living flame be kept burning. Professor Kapp is fore-
most among the few Cerman Scholers who ars trying bard to carry the burning torch
through the night and the storm.

I am, Gentlemen,
Yours falthfully
EMIL WOLFF
Professor of English Langusage and Culture
(Bamburg)
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THE NEW SCHOOL

FOR SOCIAL RESEARCH
66 W TWELFTH ST NEW YORK

September 23, 1940

Dear Dr. Aydelotte:

I am sorry but our present program
doesn't include talkking care of men who
are already here, and so for the time
being Kapp is out.

—

Sincerely,

Al

Alvin Johnson

Director
AJ:EW

Dr, Frank Aydelotte
Institute for Advanced Study
Princeton, New Jersey
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September 20, 1940

Deer Dr. Jolnsoni

Is there any poseibility of a place for Ermest
the University in Exile? llen who kmow him tell me
fEEE he 18 a classieal philologist of high sbility, who hus
made notable contributions to Aristotelian literzture and
to the history of Greek selence. Vom Iritz, who is & membar
of the steff st Columbia, wes & pupil of Kapp and can tell
you ell sbout him. ZXapp himselflms & reseerch appointment
assisting Simkhovitz at Columbia this summer and would be
available for s confsrence if you wish to ses him, though
I think it extremely likely that you hsve alresdy met him.

From what I have heard of him 1t seems to me
that he 15 a man of suiTicient eminsnce to qualifly umder
the program sponsored by the Emergency Committee.

Yours singerely,

FRANK AYDELOTTE, Director

Dr. Alvin Johnson
66 West 12th Street
New York City

FA/NCE
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THE NEW SCHOOL

FOR SOCIAL RESEARCH
66 W TWELFTH ST NEW YORK

December 18, 1940

Dear Dr. Aydelotte:

I conld see Professor Panofsky
but I am not sure how helpful it would be.
The plan under which I am working could not

possibly extend to the case of Professor

Ernest Kapp.
a Sincerely,
Alvin Johnson
Director
AJ:EW

Dr. Frank Aydelotte
Institute for Advanced Study
Princeton, New Jersey
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COPY QF
WESTERN UNION TELEGRAM

December 16, 1940

Dr., £lvin Jolmson
66 Wiest Twelfth Street
New Yori City

Could you see Professor Penofsky of our faculty sometime this week to discuss

further the cese of Dr. Emmest Eupp Feel very strongly we should teke actiom

in this case Panofsky could conveniently call Wednesdey between eleven and two

or would come any lsier day this week Plesse wire reply

Frank Aydelotte
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January 31, 1939

Dear Professor Stuart:

1 have your fine letter of Januury 30, and I can see very

easily that your joining me in asking Professor Kapp to come to

e SFETE ;
Princeton might raise in his mind some hopethat we should probably not
be cepable of realising. Under these circumstances you are right not :
to participate.

Of course, I know perfectly we.l without your assurance
that you have the deepest sympethy for Professor Kapp snd “or scores
of other scholars whose fate has been so needless and so cruel,

I an going to have a talk with Professor Panofsky, who
brought the matter of Professor Kapp to my sttention,and sce what
steps, if any, we should take.

Let me say in conclusion that you must alweys be perfectly
frank with me, and I shall prouﬁse to be always frank with you.

With all good wishes and very high regard,

8incerely yours,

ABRRAHAM FLEXNER
Professor Duszne Keed Stuart
Departaent of Classics
Princeton University
Princeton, New Jersey

AF/uCE
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Department of Classics

PRINCETON UNIVERSITY
PRINCETON NEW JERSEY

January 30, 1939,
Dear Dr, Flexner:

Pressure of academic duties incident
to this season of examinations has prevented me from
promptly acknowledging your courtesy in calling to my
attention the recommendations of Professor Ernst Kapp.

In reply to your letter may I confess
that, in case Professor Kapp were to be invited to lec-
ture in Princeton, my preference would be that the Insti-
tute stand sponsor for his coming? I do not doubt that
various members of my department and perhaps of others
might welcome the opportunity to hear so eminent a teacher
and scholar,

I am sorry that I feel hesitant to join
in any official way in an invitation to him, notwithstand-
ing my deep sympathy for his lot and for the lots of
other expatriated scholars whose cases have been brought
to my attention,

I should deem myself culpable if any act
of mine should inspire false hopes on the part of any of
Professor Kapp's friends that the department might be able
to consider obtaining his services, The truth is, we are
not in need of any classical scholar whose interests lie
in the field cultivated by Professor Kapp.

I have had to refuse so many possible in-
cumbents that I have come to shrink from causing further
disappointment,

I hope you will condone my frankness which
I have dared to hope our pleasant personal relations may
justify,

Very sincerely yours,
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January Zi, 1939

Deir Professor Stuarts
| My attention has been called recently to a Greek scholur,
Protssser Emst Kapp, who is & grandson of Friedrich Kapp, sho came to
this country after the abortive Genun Hevolution of 1843. The present
‘ Kapp was formerly professor of classics at the University of Hamburg,
but was dismissed because his wife is helf Jewish. He is himself, so
— I am told, a man of rare cherm, end in his om special field of
Ariitotle is described to me a2s "e genius®™. I am sending you some
letters which will convey some idea of the opinion held of him by
foreign ncbolaz:s.
Inasmuch as Profess?r Kapp is now in this country, living
st Larchmont, I wonder whet you would think of our bringing him down
' ‘hera to give a lecture, which wight emable the classical group here to
form some impression of his achlevements and personality. Should this
meet with your approval I should of oourse. take the matter up -r:lt'h
Presldent Dodds, but I will not bother him aith it otherwise.
#ith all good wishes,
Sincerely yours,
Professor Duane Reed Stusrt ABRAH AN Floaiven

Princeton University
Princeton, Now Jersey
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(Translation) Firense, 11 20.1X.1937.
. Langarno Vespueei 4.

of Aristetle, and his article on the young Scerates, m
from its tion of a diffiecult passage in Aristotle, I

found partieularly useful for my researches on Pl e epistles.
Especially important are the studies whieh he has ished in the
form of reviews Gnomon, both those referring to the problem
of ethiecs and those on des. The ane on des i an
extreusly ori emtribution. It must net be foved, however,

§ 1 uhnml lu‘-.nu-inl. The edition of the posthumous werk
mu this literary genius, and he has given v useful oon-

ations, partioularly integrations recently of the dramatic
frageents in Strasburg, published by Snell,

Some people will have wondered that he reviewed in the
MAqumhtuz.uuntﬂm i.hnthana:'huro-
me a Kapp thought prefoundly on prodlems
of the beginnings of the antique metre.

I feel At is characteristic of this scholar that he is
able to grasp rapidly every new problem, and this faeulty fits
hin sdmirably for the integration of papyri. He has given good
proof of his skill in this Bnell's book.

xuumnmmmmtum.gtmxum
on the most varied arguments, and has slways been able te hold
their attention.

:

OICRGIO PABOWALX.
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e Opinion,

Ernst Eapp, zuletzt o,0e, Professor der elassischen Philologie
an der Universitaet Hamburg, wurde mir zuerst bekannt als anfangender
Student in Goettingen; mach einer langen Unterbrechung traf ieh ihn
in Freiburg wieder, wo er bel mir promovierte, Dort begann ein
reger persoenlicher Verkehr; ales iech nach Strassdburg ging, plante er
siech dort zu habilitieren, Der n-s:: machte diese Projecte unmoeg-
lich, atatt dessen habilitierte er sich in Muenchen, wo er als Lehrer
mit grossem Krfolg wirkte und uns ein wichtiger Helfer war.., Unser
Verkehr von neuem; ieh war dabei keineawegs nur der Gebende,
mt 1, war er es, der neue, ja bis auf die Fundamente gehende
nl"nchn. Er ist von an seine eigemen Wege ngen;
schon seine Dissertation ueber die sche Rthik des Aristoteles,
in der er das bis dahin falsech aufgefasste Werk unabhaengig von
W, Ja dem Verstaendnis erschloss, ist eine Lei s, die mir neu
und schend war, Ebenso seine h Kuenchen reif m Un :
der aristotelischen Logik, durch die or das Raetsel des aristotelischen
Syllogismus loeste; sie wuedden Aufsehen und auch auf die Fach-
e staerker gewirkt haben, wemn er sie nicht in einem Artikel
der pPa ~Wissowa'schen R.E. nngnkt haette,

Ein zweites, im Zusammenhang mit dem Unterrieht vom ihm in Angriff
genommenes Geblet ist die Metrik, Hr begann mit Untersuchungen ueber
Aristoxenos und ist dann zu Anschaunungen gelangt, die vermutlich eine
ganz neue Auffassung der antiken Versmasse begruenden werden; die
Rezension von Pasqualis Buech ueber den Saturnier erceffnet weite, von
Rezsmuian der opinio recepta total abweichende Perspectiven, Aus
diesen m—{: auf zwel weit auseinanderliegenden Gebieten darf
aber nieht gefolgert werden, dass er sich aus der Wissenschaft Speei-
alitasten aussueht um siech auf sie zu beschraenken, Er ist ein univer-
saler Philologe, dem kein wichtiges Gebilet fremd ist und der sich
uneberall ein seldstaendiges Urteil bildet,

Fuer die Philologie, wio sie seit dem vorigen Jahrhundert in
Deutschland betrieben wurde, ist mit Kapps Entlas eine einzig-
artige Zukunftshof zerschlagen, Es bleibt nur der Wunsech uebrig,
dass er eine Staette et, wo er seine Taetigkeit als Forscher und
Lehrer fortsetzen kann; maoh bestem deutschen Ueberliefer:mgen ist
bel fhm das eine vom andern nicht zu tremnen,

Muenchen lo,11,37
E. Schwartz (8igned),



Records of the Office of the Director: General Files: Box 34: Kapp, Ernst

[From the Shelby White and Leon Levy Archives Center, Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, NJ, USA.

'r

to the wmanimous of the best
elassical scholars of the rank Prefessor
Ernst ‘s ishments is n.n.mnoun
regret e fact the size of his publi work is
slender. mnmu?nruu-
certain extent by the qualities o iine
that has come from his o in the studies of
Greek him as one of the mest experiemced
and connoisseurs of that subject and alse non-

fact
:n-m,mumu of his interests and the
4dity of his knowl nmﬁmum-muﬂ
power a superior « I am firmly econvineed it
would be a serious loss to elassical studies at large, if

m'm-u College,
September 19th, 1937,
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PROFESSCR E, KAPP,

86 .w Avenue
Lavohment, N, Y.

September £8, 1937.

Dear Ior,. Adaums,

I feel a 1little ewbaraseved to recommend a man whe for
some time has been my teacher and who is so superior in knowledge
and in all scholarl { accomplishments to myself, I realize,
howsver, that in spite of this I may perhaps be able to make a
eocntribution to his appreciation. For since his axtreme modesty
has wmrmmnn:.“mmn-mumu

Yy known as it otherwise w eertainly be; and only those
who had the privilege to attend his lectures and courses and to
1isten to his private conversations about the most different
sub jects in the fleld of Classies cun possibly have a full
knowledge of his superior qualities,

- I know Professor Kapp personally since 1921, As &
studant at Munich I attended his lectures about OGresk me
and about several platonie Later on, as his -
I heard him talk Platen Aristotle, about Cleero
his relation to Greek philosephy, about the werk of des
sbout Greex metrics, one of the mest diffieult if mot the
{1 M et srisinel ad ook 115imbonitns S, s
<] E : uminating 1ldeas,
‘ T Dtng Son Shat UASIver T RPOtir o e 'of
s present challenged his opinions and tried
he was .lnthcndwnr;mhdhmm
« In the fleld of Oreesk metriecs rrun-
develeoped an entirely new method to solve

2

P

g;;;ega
E

H

il

:
¥
£
5

a groat ling problems, but he alse di a
knowledge history of modern theories of ' -
SRy Shtapt oo daive ortnte seChions had D AStrey wad oy
: o solve ems Fone
what they had been misled,
The few articles he shed are absolutely first rate.
This Thesies about Aristotles d for the f time
M‘w‘ s0 called Eundemean Rthies h had been considered as
ous 3

only genuine but an earlier version Artn‘:h'l

(1939 g vl
the state.

VON FRITZ.
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Prof. Ernst Kapp, Opinions,

pProf, Dr. ®. Homld
Zuerich (Schweiz)
Titlisstr, 28,

Prof, Kapp ist einer der besten Kemner der griechischen Philosophie
in Deutsehland, speziell der Akademie und des Peripatos; schon seine
Erstlingsarbeit ueber die aristotelischen Ethiken verraet den Meister,
Bs gehoert zu Kapps Eigentuemlichkeiten, dass er von sich aus nieht
das Beduerfnis empfindet, die RErgebmisse seiner Forsehung su veroeffent-
lichen, =Es brauecht immer einen asusseren Anstoss dazu, wie den Auftrag
zu oimer Hezension oder zu einem Artikel in der Realenmeyelopaedie,
Diese OGelagenhoeitsartikel sind aber jewells kleine Mesfterwerke; man
fuehlt, aus welech tiefer Fenntnis der Naterie heraus Kapp eine Speszial-
frage anzupacken versteht, Vor allem waere die Bespree des Buches
von H, Langerbeek "Doxis epirysmie” im Onomon 1936 zu erwachmen, die
in der Abwehr einer recht dilettantischem Arbeit sorgfaeltig die Fra-
gestellung, die eigentlich haette behandelt werden sollem, aufstellt
und so fuer eine erneute Bearbei des Problems der demokrmitischen
Ethik den Weg bahnt, Ueberhaupt ist die methodische Sicherheit Eapps
bewunderungswuerdig, die z.,B. auch in einer Rezension zu Tage tritt,
die seinem Arbeitsgeblet eigentlieh g fern liegt, naemlich ueber
das Buechlein von Pasguali, Preistoria dellapoesia Romuna (Goett,Oel,
Angz, 1936), Die imponierendste Lelstung aber ist der Artikel!'Sylle-
gistik'in der Real-Eneyelopaedie (1931)., In unuebertrafflicher Welse
wird die Entstehung der aristotelis chen 3yllogistik aus dem Gespraech
uchgniun und damit die Seltsamkeit dieser Logik versaendlil {o-
macht in Verwvendung der modernen Erkemntnisse usber die geschichtliche
Reihenfolge der Schriften des Aristoteles, Ees ist nicht dor Denkvor-
gang in einem einselnen Individuum, der von der Syllogistik erfasst
wied, sondern in einem Gespraech werden die Praemissen zu sinem vor-

handenen Schlussatz gesucht, Diese Erkenntnis ist philosephiege-
sghichtlich von einszigartiger Bedeutung, W%Wie immer bel Eapp taeuscht
die Anspruchslosigkeit des Auftretens ueber die Wiehtigkeit des Gebo-
tenen leioht hinweg,

Zuerioh, dem 24,8ept, 1037, WRNST HOWALD,

Prof, Dr, M, Leumann
Zuerieh (Sehwels)
Signaustr,.9,

Den vorausgehenden mehr aus persoenlicher Ferne gegebenen Ausfueh-
rungen, die die wissenschaftlichen Qualitaeten von Herrn Kapp ausge-
geichnet charakterisieren, erlaube iech mir aufgrund engerer Beruehrung
besonders wachrend unserer gemeinsamen Muenchener Privatdozententae-
tigkeit 1922-1927 noch folgende Bemerkungen beizufusgem, Herr Kapp
ist erfuellt von den Problemen seiner Wissensgehaft, nisht nur won
denen der alten Philosophie, sondern beispielswoise von denen der
epischen und lyrischen Dichtung und der Tragoedie; seine eindringende
Vatrautheit mit letzterer lmnn man eralmnen, wemn man das Bueh seines
fruehverstorbenen Freundes Tycho v, Wilamowitz "Die dramatische Technik
des Sophokles" in die Hand nimmt, das Kapp fuer don Druck abgeschlossen
und herausgegeben hat, -- iber in Cespraechen haben seine o
in Vorlesungen seine Schueler, in Vortraegen (wie dewm in der Mnemosyne

: 227~ ‘m aton und die Akademie) ausch eoin
weiteres Krets 108 it i Torner g e G-

lehrsamkeit gezehrt, Herr Fapp 1st niecht nur ein ausserordentlich
seharfainniger und tiefschuerfender Philologe, sondern er erwirbt sich
auch rein mensehlich die aufrichtigste Sympathie durch seine Liebena-
wuerdigkeit, Offenheit und Weltaufgeschlossenheit,

Zuerieh, demn 24, Sept, 1837
¥, LEUNANN,
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ERNST KAPP.
R Jesuniversiteit Te Leiden
Faculteit Der Letteren En Wi jsbegeerte.

Leidexn, 18 September 1937.

To the Board of the Scolety for the Protestion
of Seience and Learning

London.,
Dear Sir,

Prof, Bruno Snell, of University, informs me,
our matual friend, Pref. Kapp, his of same
Institute, has to leave his ¢ in to Tfind slsewhere

a new working-ground for his abilities as a qualified and dist-
inguished classie scholar.

Now in my funection as managing editor of owr Classie
Review, Mnemosyne, I have been happy to publish an article of

Prof. ) in owr )ﬂ’lm (u. Ser. 111, . ‘QW.
Pe ! Platon und die Wissenschaft), so that perscnally I

Yours sincerely,
F. MWLLER,

Professor of Latin and
Literature at Leyden versity.
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B. Kapp. opinien,

Professor Dr, B, Xapp wurde vor 10 Jahren an die Hamburger Univer-
sitaet derufen, Seltdem habe ich auf das engste mit ihm zusammengear-
beitet, und habe aus der Nashe beobachtet, wie fruehtbar seine Lehr-
taetigkelit gewesen ist, Ich zoegere danach nicht zu behaupten, dass
Herr Kapp einer der glaenzendsten Philologen und einer der besten
Lehrer ist, die wir heoute bdesitzen, Die grosse Welte seiner wissem-
sehaftlichen Interessen und der Umfang der von ihm gewonnenmen Erkennt-
nisse kommt nioht anmachernd in seinen Verceffentlichungen zum Aus-
druek, Der hervorstechende Zug seiner wissenschaftlichen Arbeit ist die
Selbstaendigkeit seines Fragens; ich habe es nie erledbt, dass er
einem ihm vorliegenden Stoff nicht ganz neue und wesentliche Erkemnt-

nisse abgewonnen haette,

m‘. 15.9.37

Brumo Snell (Signed)
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To the
Soclety for :: Protection of Solence

Prom my ﬂniwth:ouupo Professor Snell I hear that
some remariks of mine on work and scholarship of Professor
Ernst Kapp might be of some uase to you.

I should like to state deforshand that I have baen
collaborating with him doulg his tenmure of the chaiyr
of Classieal Philology at nivers and that we are bound
by & common view of scholarship and an equal interest in the olass-
fies and philosophy. This give me a eertain blas in his favour,
but m'n1 t. ;::nr su:hit t %o enable .::‘u W u:
appreciate more s A true mate ' : t{
and the seope of his nm% is made rather arnmm
not in touch with him by the faet - which to be a
Mz:' limitation and inly is held to Cermen academic
eireles - that he has published 1little and has not written
until now what may be ealled a B ook, MNost of his snergy has
been spent on his leotures with the result that these leotures as
well as his "Seminariibungen” mav be taken to be original contribu-
tiens to clasaleal scholership. So a true fmpression of the man
and the schelar can only be got in the leeture-room or in private
diseussion of the subjeet he is treating at the time. 7o show
that the lmpression I shall to communicate later on is shared
by others I should like te ion the experience of a young
- ish uqh:;l::l ;Il;;lﬂ - an M-:‘ ‘-:n m:. h::u- of :‘Nm

ellowship s College. Staying me been listening
to Professor Kapp hﬂhpmu of the origin of the
Satwnian verse. When I him what he thought about it his
answer was: "He is almost a genius®, Another English student -
a Balliol man nmot inelined to exaggerated praise and in general
s mastier of understatement had been a member of FProfessor Xapp's
seminar during one of his terms in Hamburg. His suanming up was:
"It 1s most frightfully good.”

Professor Kapp is a diseiple of Ulrich von Wilamowits
and Frofessor Schwart=. He was the friend of Tyeko ven Wilamowitz,
who was killed in the war, and has edited his well-known boock on

- Sophoolean tragedy. I am ‘ -
m&uaim.a:!mtm o8 led an is of
Professor Kapp's published work. He becams Privat in Munich

with & thesis on Aristotelian ems. Cerman classieal

scholars he is at sent the highest suthority on Aristotelian

logie. He has d out a new theory on the syllogism, published

very concisely in an article in "Pauly-Wissowa". Later on he has

tarned to Plate. The result was a new and shrewd | :

tion of the theory of ideas. WNot long ago he published an

exeellent paper on the etical Platoniec attitude towards the

Groek State, as it really existed, whieh full of weighty matter

as it is, shows not only the condensed and ase ished

el e of hie style, also his insight into the deepsr
ications of Platonis and Academic thought. Behind its schelarly

and almost disdainful restraint to the careful reader
there will appear the elear and f outlines of a true schelar's
mind that has mastered the perturb problems of his lonely -

ition among surroundings not unlike in many ways to
m&nmmmu-muu. A review af a resent
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Erofessor Ernst Kepp, Qpinion.

thesis on Demokritos may be quoted as a imen of Professor

's eritical shrewdness and his skill textual interpretation.
Ano review -« of a book of Professor Pasquali - contains a sketeh
of his very plasusible explanation of the origin of the Saturnian
verse. He had been led to it by the study of Cicero. But it is
also a result of his keen interest in metries. He has an exception-
ally wide and exact knowledge of the history of metriecs back %o

ley. This interest made him leecture on Plautus during his last
term in Marnburg. He is planning a comprehensive book on ¢lassical
versification. Of other subjects treated in his lectures I ought
at least to mention Menander, Thuhydides and Momer,

This may give a falr idea of the scope of his work and
his erudition. But what really matters i the general outlook by
whioch his werk is directed and the special type of classifal
seholarship it embodies,

I shall say without any hesitation - and I am weighing most
carefully what I am going to say - that Profeaser Fapp belongs to
the very small number of philologiats who represent mnost disting-
uighed tradition of classical scholarship. Small as his published
work may be, he is working in the true spirit of Bentley and Fidederich
August Welf., His is an almost uncanny gift to reduce any problem
to ite moat simple and essential elements and to read eclassical texts
in a way that reveals tha true meaning in its original simplicity and
freghnoss, COombining critical shrewdneas of the highest order with
hard coumonsense hs has the open-mindedness and the complete freedom
of preconceived notions indispensable to the genuine interpreter.
The combined result of thease qualities is a rare directness of vision
vhich puts him into immediate contact with what may for bLrevity's
sake be called historical reality.

I am gnﬂm of personal experience and am only too well
anare of the diffieulty inherent in any attempt to make plausible
to others a conviction which is founded on a series of rather
subtle impressiens. So I should like %o add that Professor Schwarts
has teld me more than ence that he had anly been prevented from
proposing Professor Kapp as his successor in Mumich by the small

er of his publications.

But after all it is not so mueh the future of Professor
Kapp that matters as the contimuation of a particular line of German
elassical scholarship of which he is one of the most distinguished
and efficient representatives at the present time. GCerman philelogy
has reached a elimax in the werk of Ulrich von Wilamowitz and
Professor surpasses all the scholars of his generation in his
firm grasp the master's fundamental conception of the alms end
méthods of ¢lassieal scholarship. There is need to stress the
dangers that are threatening the tradition of Cerman scholarship
at the present time. The finest achievements of the human mind are
highly valnerable at any time, begause there will be always only a
ery few ﬁo are nhlo‘-tg , them on in the true spirit. For i
3-3 not matter so mm are preserved tu a previous,
dead heirleoom; what really matters is that the living flame be Xept
burning. Professor Kapp is foremost among the few Cerman scholars

to the burning terch through the night

BT B o

. EMTIL
Pfofesaor of English Language and Culture
/". - (Hamburg)

.






