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THE UNIVERSITY OF CHICAGO
CHICAGO 37 - ILLINOIS

DEPARTMENT OF MATHEMATICS
January 25, 1957.

Dr.R.Opvenheimer
The Institute for Advanced Study
Princeton, N.dJ.

Dear Dr.Oppenheimer:

I am much otliged to you for your very kind lstter of Jan.23.
I have no doubt at all that it could be qulite pleasant and quite
profitable for me to stay for some time in Princeton.

During the academic year 1957-58, however, I shall te on leave
from this University on an Air Force contract, and I have already
made plans to spend the whole of that year in Paris. This makes 1t
impossible for me to consider your invitation for the first term
of 1958, as I should otherwise have done.

It may be premature to start making plans now for a more remots
period; but I see no reason why I should not be able to arrange to
epend some time in Princeton after I come back to this country in
the Summer of 1958.

Very sincerely yours

A

André weil
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Mrs, Barnett
Miss Underwood

Very sincerely,
Robert Oppenheimer
Dr. Andre Well
of Mathematics
Urdversity of Chicago
Dlincis
e i:)_,i l/_, 50!\2-‘7 A La M ARt



THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY

PRINCETON, NEW JERSEY

SCHOOL OF MATHEMATICS December 21, 1956

Dr. Robert Oppenheimer
Institute for Advanced Study

Dear Robert:

Deane Montgomery proposed informally and I think the School of
Mathematics informally approves the suggestion that André Weil be
invited to spend the second term of next year here with a grant which
would be in the order of the one we now give Leray for a term. Con-
sidering the present state of the School of Mathematics funds, it is
felt that this would be difficult unless it is possible to use the
money saved from Borel's leave of absence during the second term for
this purpose.

The question is complicated by virtue of the fact that we do
not know the financial arrangements with regard to Borel's absence;
whether his salary will be deducted during just the months in which
he is at M.I.T., or whether he will be on leave of absence for a
term and the $9,000 deducted for this term. It was recommended that
if any arrangements of this sort are possible, Borel clearly under-
stand the deductions which are to be made.

All of this is tentative and should be discussed further between
us and the School.

Sincerely yours,

Marston Morse
MMedu
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December 6, 1944
TO WHOW IT 2AY CONCERN: '

This 15 to certify that I know
Professor iLndre Weil amd thut I take great
pleasure in qzﬁtirying to his high character
and his uwausual ability, He 1s onme of the
ablest mathematicians in this or in any other
country. | b ' }' J
1 can state with great emphasis
that he is an individual who would not be
harmful to the puﬁlic order, to the matiomal
. security, or to the 'pubiia mwumm.m
thoi gontrary, 1 consid_ar-tha;_’tnrusor Well

would be an asset to any country where he

may make his home, e
: b
' . Yours very truly,
Frank Aydelotte
Director
FA3KX
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549 Riverside Drive (Apt.6 G)
New York 27, N.Y.

December 3, 1944,

Dr.F.Aydelotte

Institute for Advanced Study
Fuld Hall

Princeton, N.J.

Dear Dr.Aydelotte:

I have a favor - another one -~ to ask of you. The Bra=-
zilian consulate, in order to give us our visas, requires that I
should bring, for myself and for each member of my family, "two
letters from officials of reliable firms, stating bearer is not
harmful to public order, to the national security or to the public
institution" (I am quot this verbatim from their official docu-
ments). May I ask you to be kind enough to send me such letters,
viz. one for myself (André Weil), one for my wife (Mrs.Madeleine
JeE.M.Weil), one for my father (Dr.Bernard Weil) and one for my
mother (Mrs.Salomea Weil) ? I am also asking Dr.Moe for similar let.
ters.

I had intended, before my departure, to find some occa=-
sion of taking leave from you, and expressing you my gratitude once
more for all you have done for me recently. As things to do, in com:
nection with my impending trip, are piling up more and more, I am
uncertain whether I shall be able to do so, and may therefore take
the present occasion: of giving you some news of myself. My wife’s
health has been making very satisfactory progress, so that nothing
now stands in the way of our trip to Brazil any more; we shdll be
sailing from New Orleans some time next month. In the meanwhile
thanks to the Guggenheim fellowship, I have been working ateadiiy al
my book, the bulk of which is now completed and in the hands of the
American Mathematical Society, who, I expect, will publish it.

With heartfelt thanks again, I beg to remain

Very sincerely yours
A 4Z5

André Weil
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JOHN SIMON GUGGENHEIM MEMORIAL FOUNDATION
551 FIFTH AVENUE +« NEW YORK 17 « N. Y.

June 22, 1944

Dr. Frank Aydelotte
The Inn
Buck Hill Falls, Pa.

Dear Frank:

Herewith 1:, - letter just received from
Dr. A 3 o 1 think probably you
will agree with me that the answer to
his request ought to be in the negative.
It doesn't seem to make any real sense
to me and I don't think 1 ought to
exercise any discretion 1 mey have in
his favor to the effect he suggests.

May I have your advice, please, before
I respond?

Sincerely yours,

WI)) Helys Allen lioe
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JOHN SIMON GUGGENHEIM MEMORIAL FOUNDATION
551 FIFTH AVENUE « NEW YORK 17 « N. Y.

June 21, 1944

Dr. Frank Aydelotte
The Inn at Buck Hill Falls
Pennsylvania

Dear Frank:

I thank you for sending me Dr. Weil's
letter to you and a copy of your reply.
Both are returned herewith. We have
taken copies for our files.

I share your feelings about this and
gbout the way he is going at things, and
I am delighted that you wrote him as you
did. I hope it makes him more sensible
about it.

Sincerely yours,

ﬂ ;
Allen loe

F_J



Director's Office: Faculty Files: Box 36: Weil, AE’- Member, Professor and Emeritus 1936-1957
From the Shelby White and Leon Levy Archi , Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, NJ, USA

Hes ?“MTQ“/“— A~

ta

Geansl
ceenlid

Ao~ CMW
Ca ke e puslia £~ Qot TrewCars 9E



Director's Office: Faculty Files: Box 36: Weil, André- Member, Professor and Emeritus 1936-1957
From the Shelby White and Leon Levy Archives Center, Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, NJ, USA

O CawuteN K gene ot

bon caw ate ol 4 4o

) (,;tff(( peere S RN
fehaly opace lewe: T
Cac, 428 (wo /WW 4

Q&= ke INN ar Buck Hilf FarLs




Director's Office: Faculty Files: Box 36: Weil, André- Member, Professor and Emeritus 1936-1957
From the Shelby White and Leon Levy Archives Center, Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, NJ, USA

ﬁé@a@ﬁ, ot i Vel ¢ o I

U ) el o gan /ol; (F=
e awe, el o G wny Ll
opwrcliccesd «f s Pacls | o
aee [tr: peoavore, Y by 590,
b 5 fnn-u—.) witd G e, floe,
5 Sanl oyl dom o T a/?f.x_,

Lo A b—vw—y-!VvJ Rod,

/V B¢

;auJ @e Lokl

Y



i

Director's Office: Faculty Files: Box 36: Weil, André- Member, Professor and Emeritus 1936-1957 ————
From the Shelby White and Leon Levy Archives Center, Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, NJ, USA

LEHIGHE UNIVERSITY
BETHLEHEM, PA.

MATHEMATICS AND ASNTRONOMY

602 W.Broad St.,
Bethlehem, Pa.
June 17, 1944,

Dear Dr.Aydelotte,

It is hard for me to express my gratitude for your action
on my behalf, which has met with such full success. If I have not
written to you immediately on receipt of your telegram, it is because
I have spent some busy days, trying to decide on the next steps which
I had to take.

I must confess that I had so little expectaiion of such a
prompt success in this matter that, in the meanwhile, I had already
cancelled my reservations for the next boat; but this does not make
much difference, because it would have been in any case next to im-
possible to get my furniture disposed of, to get my books and manus-
cripts censored, etc., in tdme for the sailing which I had had in
mind; and, what is more serious, the strain and overwork of these
years in Bethlehem have told on my wife’s health, and it uow appears
that it will now be wise to delay our departure until she has had
the opportunity fully to restore her health by a period of complete
rest for which I am now trying to make arrangements. I have every
reason to believe that the University of S.Paulo will not object to
such unavoidable delays on my part; and, in the meanwhile, the Gug- '
genheim foundation is taking care of me, as you know. :

My prospects seem therefore to be settled as satisfactorily
as could be hoped for in the present circumstances; and it is largely
due to you that they are taking this favorable turn. Assuring you
again, therefore, of my lasting gratitude, I beg to remain

Sincerely yours

Lt

André Weil

fﬂﬂé““ Y&AM. 1o
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f
June 13, 1944 |
Howard K. Travers, Eeq.
Passport Division -
Stute Depurtaent
Reeghington, D. C,
Dexr Mr, Traverss
I sppreciete very wermly your attentlon to the cape
o, ¥
of Dr, Andre Well and I am delighted thet 1t has been ;
satisfectorily settled. I sm sure the decleion you :
Mchd is In the netionsl interest end ic et the same L
time the best thing for Professor Well's own scholarly N
work, '
With kindest regards, I es
. Yours sincerely, * il
\ - N
Frank aydelotte =
Tf:k
B— . &
Farjer
Copy to Henry Allen Moe . X ; ,;1
| - |
Ial h!
L
.\- :
e
K :
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TIME FILED

PRESIDENT CHAIRMAN OF THE BOARD FIRST VICE-PRESIDENT

Sand!]ufoﬂudn;ms, subject to the terms on back hereof, which are hereby agreed 1o

June 13, 1944

Professor Andre Weil
602 Broad Street . ‘
Bethlehem, Pennsylvania :

Delighted hear from State Department this morning that
your permit for Brezil has been cleared. Only remains for you
to call at Philadelphia office where you originally made
application to receive necessary papers. Heerty—eougratuletionsw

Frank Aydelotte

FA:jer

*#Cannot be included in tele

Copy sent to Henry Allen E:?G s13:44
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THE SECRETARY OF STATE

WASHINGTON, D. C.

DEPARTMENT OF STATE
WASHINGTON

June 12, 19o44
In reply refer to
SEA

My dear Dr. Aydelolte:

I have your letter of May 25, 1944, con-

cerning Professor André Well's desire to obtain

reentry permit for the purpose of his proposed
professorship in S8o Paulo, Unfortunately,
war conditions prevent the Department from
divulging the reasons for the refussel of this
application, Personally, I am in accord with
you concerning the academic merits of Professor Well,
but I regret that I am in no position to object
to the considerations which motivated the Depart-
ment te reject his application for reentry permit,

I trust Professor Weil will be able to continue
the good work he is doing at Lehigh University.
Perhaps conditions may change in a year or so in
such a way that his proposed professorship in
Brazil would be possible.

Sincerely yours,

Assistpnt Chief
Exchange and Llaison Branch
Science, Educatijon and Art Division

Frank Aydelotte, Ph. D.,
The Institute for Advanced Study,
Princeton, New Jersey.




Director's Office: Faculty Files: Box 36: Well André- Member, Professo
From the Shelby White and Leon te'vy Archlves Center Instltut§ fEJr Ad

'Howard K. Travers, Esq.

- to ask w ether you conld see vour way to reversiPf this de-
“eision. I am confidsnt that Weil's orosence in Brazil could

~ we Jdo here at the Institute, I um sure that you would come to

- j._"

June 10, 1944

Passsort Division il
State Dedrartment ‘ -
Washington, D, C.

Desr dr. Traverss

1 was talking on the telaephone to Mrs, Shipley this
morni=ng about the case of Mr. Andre Weil, a French refugee
who 15 2t the present moment teaching mathemstics st Lehigh
University and who has an invitation to become »rofessor of
mathemutics u«t the University of Sso Paulo in Draszil. At |
Mrs, Shipley's suggeation I am writing to you to urge that ; A
Pro’essor Woil be given peraission to go to Brazil to accept |
this apoointment, 8

Well 1s one of the ablest of all the young French mathe-
matieinns, e would be a great zddition to the United States
were it not for the faet that he is somewnhat diffienlt per
sonally, end in my opinion will never it cowfortably into
the organization of an American university., He i3 the kind
of min who is critical of his surroundings wherever he is
and the best way to moke him & loyal supporter of the Un&&od
States tnuld be to send him to Drazil,

I as sorry to 2ay that the State Department has so far RN
refused hiy rermission te leave this country., I am writing e%;”

not ‘n sny way assist the Germens z2ni I am sure that it would &
in the end tend toward better relgtions between France and NS
the United States, Il you knew ¥eill nersonally as well as i,

Lha same conclusieon, If there {5 any information which we
enn present to the State Department which would aid you in
roseidng 3 decision in this ecuse, 1 hope you will not fail to
lat =2 ¥now,

fours very sincerely,

= Frank Aydelotte
WA KK
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June 10, 1944 iy

Henry Allen Moe, Esq. ?ﬂﬁ
\ Guggenheim Fonaaation f?;
551 Fifth Avenue e
New York, New York oy
Dear Henry: ‘ rﬁ'
I have discussed Yeil's case very fully with the members tﬁ

of our School of Mathematies., As you know, he was here some o
years ago and it was through efforts made by the Imstitute w
that he received h}s anpointment at Lehigh. V;g
We all of us feel that an effort should be made to pro- ly

vide for him and that he will neesd more than the $#2500 of his -
Guggenheim stipend, The ideal solution would of course be the A
apoointmant fm Brazil, I have telephoned this morning to the -
S3tate Bepartment about that and have been encouraged to think W
that the case is not hopeless, 1 am writing to Travers and + N8
shill let you kxnow his reply. '-&ﬁi
™

Failing that, I think it may be possible to get a thousand il
dollars for Weil from a refugee fund which Shapley is trying to 8l
procure, $25,000 of which is to come to the Institute for pre- '

-—
=

cisely suech purposes as this, namely, support of refugees who
will return to their own countrias after the war.

..
po=Z
%

3

n “;@

Failing that, it might be possible for us to make an ap-
propriation of a thousand dollars for Weill out of our mathe-
matics stipend fund to supplsmant his Guggenheim fellowship.

I think the faculty of our School of ﬂnthiﬂtfg:‘ would vote

for such an appropriation provided Weil does not come here,

I will pursue all these various lines and let you knmow the re-
"sult, Meanwhile, I return Weil's letter and suggest that 'you
reply to him that he can take up his Gutgenhqtn fellowship on
July first if he wishes, that the question of going to Brazil is
not completely hopeless, and that if it should prove feasiblg.
for him to leave sometime during the summer; he I&I be allowed
to keep as much of his Guggenheim stipend as has already been
paid and resign the rest,

et LI

‘Yours sincerely,

Frank Aydelotte
FA:KK
“nclosurss




Professor Andre Yeil
602 Broad Btreet
Bethlehem, Pennsylvania
Dear Professor Weil:

I have had 3 telephone ennmutim with
the State Departmént this morning about the
question of sllowing you to go to Brazil and
have been encouraged to think that the case
is not hopeless, 1 am making further efforts
ﬁm shall ‘let you know the result.

With kindest regards, 1 am

Yours sincerely,

Frank Aydelotte .



FAKK

June 9, 1944

Professor W
The Institu or Advanced 8tudy
Princeton, New Jersey

Dear Oswald:

I am anxious to get in touch with you
through Miss Blake as soon as you raturn this
week and to discuss the ca of Andre Weil.
He has been refused permission to to Brazil
and would like to come to the Institute next
year., He has a stipend of $2500 from the Gug-
genheim Foundation, but with a wife and two
children and his aged parents to support he
oonldtnot possibly live in °rinceton on that
amount.,

Hermann Weyl, before he left a few days
ago, raised the question with me whether we
should not offer Andre Weil an extra 21000
out of our mathematics stipend fund. What
do you think?

Yours sincerely,

Frank Aydelotte

.....
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Dr. Frank Aydelotte
The Institute for Advanced Study
Princeton, K. J.

June 5, 1944

Dear Frank:

The enclosed letter from Dr. André Weil has
just come. The answers to his first two
questions are easy, of course. Before 1
respond to him, however, 1 had better ask

you whether or not the Institute could add
anything to his Guggenheim Fellowship stipend,
which is $2,500. Doubtless $2,500, consider-
ing his family responsibilities, would be
rather slim in Princeton.

Will you please return Dr. Weil's letter to
me?

Sincerely yours,

b

Hepry Allen lice

M:1
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ILLEHIGH UNIVERSITY
BETHLEHEM, PA.

60Z W.Broad St.,
Bethlehem, Pa.
May 29, 1944.
Dr.F.Aydelotte
Institute for Advanced Study
Princeton, N.J.
Dear Dr.Aydelotte,
I am afraid the Department of State is refusing to let
me go to Brazil, not (or not merely) to let me come back from there;
for otherwise, as you suggest, I should simply go, and wait for the
other matters to get cleared up later. This is partly indicated by
the wording of the letter of which I sent you a copy (..."The De=-
partment of State has declined to grant concurrence" ag to destina-
tion); and it is definitely confirmed by an enquiry which has been
made on my behalf, specifically about the point raised by you, by
the French Delegation. I quote from a letter from the French Delega-
tion, dated May 18:
", .. La Délégation étant intervenue auprés du Département
d’Etat pour faire transformer votre demande de permis de rentrée
en une demande de simple permis de sortie, s’est vu ppposer un re-
fus formel, définitif, et sans explication".
With best thanks

Sincerely yours

s

A.Weil
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May 26, 1944

Dear Professor Weil:

Do I understand from the copy of this letter '
from the Department of Justice that the only difficulty
in your case is with a re-entry permit? If that is so
and if you are free to go to Brasil, I should like to
raise the question whether it would not be wise to do
so even without the assurance of re-entry to the United
States. After the war all these restrictions are sure
to be relaxed, and I should think you would have no
difficulty returning to this country if you wish to
do so,' even though you do not have assurance of per-
mission in advance.

Yours sincerely,

Frank Aydelotte

Professor André Weil. =
602 West Broad Street 1

Bethlehem, Pennsylvania
FA:MOH



Director's Office: Faculty Files: Box 36: Weil, André- Member, Professor and Emeritus 1936-1957
From the Shelby White and Leon Levy Archives Center, Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, NJ, USA

602 W.Broad St.,
Bethlehem, Pa.
ML‘-.y 24 9 1944 .

Dr.F -Ay'de lotte
Institute for Advanced Study
Princeton, N.J.

Dear Dr.Aydelotte:

I am greatly obliged to you for your kind letter and
your willingness to help me.

As you suggest, I am sending you herewith a copy of the
letter from the Immigration Service, which is the only official
notice I have had of the action taken by the Department of State
in this matter.

With most grateful thanks, I remain

Sincerely yours

André Weil
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(wIPY) Uelelepurtment of Justice
z==== Imaigration and Haturalization Cervice
- "hiladelphia ©
2-1306E33
P=1356554
P-1356£35 |
R&LPU ‘

irl.Aindre Veil \
GOf Vest Bread Sireet [
Dethlehem, Pa.

Uy dear LUr.Teil:

Reference is wade to the ¢pplications ror reentry permils
vhih you submicted in behalf of yoursell, your wife and her son,
vhich were reccived in this of'fice om lLareh 17, loa4.

In accordance with existing regulations, it was necescary to
refer these cases 10 the Deparument of State at "ashingtony D.C.
for possible concurrence as 0 destination. That Depeartment has 55-
clined to grant concurrence, and, therefore, reentry permits may not
be issued to you, your wife and her son.

1he fees in the sum of three dollurs each which were submiuied
with your applications will be returned to you &s soon as possible.

Cincerely yours
Larl Gelarrison, Comuissioner
Sy
(sd.) l.B.Shoemaker
1l .B.Shoemuker, issistant Comuissiouner

N.B. (1) An identical letter was sent to my parents, Dr.and Urs.
Bernard Weil (File-numbers P-1356236 and P-1356237,R EPU).

(2) The Immigration and Naturalization Service has later agreed to
keep the cases in abeyance for the time being, so as to give me the oppo1
tunity for a direct appeal to the Department of State.
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May 25, 1944

Mr. Harry H. Pierson, Jr.

Assistant Chief, Division of Cultural Relations
Department of State

Washington, D. C.

Dear Mr. Pierson:

Members of the School of Mathematics here at the Institute
have been much interested in Professor André Weil of Lehigh University,
who was formerly a member here and who has now received an offer of
an excellent professorship in the University of Sao Paulo in PBraszil.

I have just heard from Professor Weil that he is in danger of losing
this professorship becsuse our State Department has refused him per-
mdssion to go from the United States to Brasil. Professor Well has
no idea of the reasons why this permission was refused. I do not
wish to be indiscreet but I have been wondering whether it would be
possible to get this decision reconsidered.

We have very full information about Professor Weil at the
Institute. He is one of the most brilliant and promising of the
younger French mathematicians. Individuals who know him well are
prepared to guarantee his loyalty to the Allied cause and it seems,
on the wholesthat this appointment in Brazil would be an axcellent
way of taking care of a distinguished refugee mathematiciam, who,
through no fault of his own, has been driven out of his native country.

Professor Weil's position at Lehigh is not a very good one,
but it was the best we could find for him st the moment. Thile 3
American universities have absorbed a great many refugees, there is
a limit to the number we car take, and from now until the end of
the war it seems clear that the amouht of university teaching needed ' 5
is going to decrease rather than increase. Under the circumstances, -
the appointment at Sao Paulo would seem to be an extremely good
solution for Professor Weil's case, and we believe that enabling
him to take it would facilitate friendly relations both with France
and Braszil.

Yours sincerely,

FA s MGH Frank Aydelotte
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M=y 24, 1944

Dr. Frank Aydelotte
The Institute for Advanced Study
Princeton, N. J,

Dear Frank:

Dr. weil@@gy written me of the State
Department's refusal of a visa. 1 have

not done anything about it because it seemed
to me that in war time there is nothing I
could possibly do about it. The person

who would have jurisdiction in a matter of
this kind is the Chief of the Passport
Division of the Department of State,

Mrs. Shipley. Mr. Harry H. Pierson, Jr.,
Assistant Chief of the Division of Cultural
Relations in the State Department is also
aware of Dean André Dreyfus' plans for

Dr. Weil: Pierson has had conversations
with Dean Dreyfus about it. I doubt that he
would be in a position to do anything about
it at 211. If Weil were an American citizen
I doubtless should feel differently about this
but as it is, in war time, I don't see that
either you or I can do anything about it.

Sincerely yours,

He Allen Moe
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May 23, 1944 | B
Henry Allen Moe, Esq. - i
Ouggenheim Foundation o
551 Fifth Avenue g
New York City
Dear Henry: 1
I have & letter from André Weil saying that ’ e
after all arrangements had been completed for him to R
go to Sso Paulo the State Department has refused to ¥l
allow him to go to Brasil. According to Weil, the a3
Brasgilian Embassy has interfered on his behalf but oy
the State Department has remained adamant and refuses 73
to give any explanation of the decision. Has Weil 1
written to you about the matter and have you done k
anything about 1t? I thought it better to consult ¥
you before taking any action myself, so that there
will be no danger of getting our wires crossed. Do g
you know who would have jurisdiction in a case of s
this kind--would it be Charles Thomson or Howland £y
Shaw? It seems a curious attitude for the State De- %
partment to take, and I hope that in some way it 2
may be possible to get the matter satisfactorily
arranged.
Yours sincerely, "
%
FA1 MOH Prank Aydelotte k)
- 3

= |
A
» b ..
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May 23, 1944

Professor André Weil
Lehigh University
Bethlehem, Pennsylvan ia
Dear Professor Weil:

I have your letter of May 19 and am very
much surprised that the State Department should take
the line of refusing to allow you to go to Brasil.

I must say frankly that I do not understand it, but

I shall initiate inquiries immediately and see whether
it may not be possible to ret the ruling changed.

If you could send me any communications you have had
from the State Department about the matter, that would
help in getting the difficulties cleared up.

Yours sinocerely,

FA: MOH . Frank Aydelotte

I
gt

1 .‘A'-' b -1({ "‘»
)&"ji- ‘Jn‘irm-_ Vs it
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Laica UNIVERSITY
BETHLREHEM, PA.

MATHEMATICS AND ASTRONOMY

May 19, 1944.

Dr.F.Aydelotte

Institute for Advanced Study
Fuld Hall

Princeton, N.J,.

Dear Dr.Aydelotte:

You are, I believe, well informed of the fact that, a
few months ago, and for the first time since I left France in 1941,
I was offered a position which afforded fair prospects of being
suitable and congenial and of giving some scope to whatever abi=-
lities I may possess as a mathematicianj; this offer came to me
from Brazil. I was to go to the University of Saoc Paulo, as pro-
fessor of mathematics; under an agreement of long standing between
the Brazilian and the Frénch Governments, the regular professorial
salary which I was to receive from the University was to be supple-
mented by an equal salary to be paid by the French authorities, who
were also to pay for my travelling expenses, for me and my family,
from this country to Brazil; I am mentioning this, because it may
possibly have some bearing upon my main point, which is the fol-
lowing.

After long and tedious formalities connected with my
proposed departure, and when I thought that everything was at last
in order, I was suddenly informed that the Department of State

had refused to allow me to go to Brazil. This was so unexpected
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that I at first imagined this refusal to be due to some mistake or
misunderstanding; inquiries, however, which have now been made
through the French Delegation show that thies is not so, and that
the decision of the Department of State is to be regarded as final.
I have not yet heard from the Brazilian Embagsy, whom I also asked
to intervene in my favour; but it would seem, from the answer that
I have received from the French Delegation, that they have been
equally unsuccessful in this matter.

No explanation whatsoever has been given by the Depart-
ment of State for their decision. Therefore, being entirely at a
loss to understand what may be behind such a move, which seriously
threatens my prospects by compelling me to stay in a countiry where,
possibly by my own fault and possibly for other reasons, I have
been unable to find for myself any suitable position, I venture to
inform you of the circumstances of my case, hoping that it may be
possible to you, by direct or indirect means, to make another &ap-
peal on my behalf to the responsible authorities in the Department
of State. If they hold it against me that I am to be partly sup-
ported by the French authorities, then it might be pointed out that
similar arrangements are being made by them in favour of American
professors who are being sent there, and that, since I cannot hope
to get such support from the United States, I can hardly be held

responsible for the fact that I have to get it from some other
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source. If, on the other hand, they should, for some reason, have
any personal objection against me,then the matter should be inveg-
tigated, and I, or the French authorities acting on my behalf,
should be given an opportunity of dispelling such doubts on their
part.

It is true that, if this should fail me, I sﬁall fortu-
nately not find myself in immediate trouble; I am referring to the
Guggenheim Fellowship, which, partly (or, as I should perhaps s&y,
largely) through your own efforts on my behalf, has recently been
awarded to me, precisely in view of such a contingency. But, quite
apart from the fact that this would afford only a temporary relief
from my difficulties, it hardly seems fair that I should have to
give up the first promising prospects to have been offered to me
for such a long time, because I find myself detained, and, for
aught I know, arbitrarily detained by a country where I had hoped
to find the freedom which was being denied to me in my own.

Whatever you may do in this matter will only add to the
debt of gratitude which I already owe to you. Therefore, assuring
you again of my deep sense of obligation for what you have done
for me, I beg to remain

Sincerely yours

s

André Weil
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Res VD 811,111 Weil, Andre
e May 7, 1941

Dear Mr, Warrens

In reply to your lstter of May 6th I wish to
msywmﬁdmmﬂmumh
Putuni:hdulou. I am glad to inform you that he came
to the United States vie the ships from Maveeilles to '
nrmmu-naum‘nmurmu. He has slreudy
given some lectures in mathematics which have attracted most
favorable attention on account of his brillisnt originality.
You can rest sspured that in assisting him to come to this
wtptrylmhtve conferred a great bemefit on the solence of
mathematics.

Yours sincerely,
FRANK AYDELOTTE, Director

A. M, Warren, Esq.
Chief, Visa Division
Department of Btate
Washington, D. C.

FA/MCE
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..ADDRESS OFFICIAL COMMUNICATIONS TO
THE SECRETARY OF STATE

WASHINGTON, D. C.

DEPARTMENT OF STATE
WASHINGTON

In reply refer to
VD 811.111 Weil, Andre

My dear Lr. Aydelotte:

I refer to my letter of February 12, 1941 and to
previous correspondence concerning the visa application
of Professor 4indré Weil. A further report in this matter
has been requested from the American Consular Offices
at Lyon and Helsinki. As soon as the reports are received,
I shall be glad to communicate with you further.

Sincerely yours,

£ aaliia

A. Ik, Warren
Chief, Visa Division

Mr. Frank Aydelotte, LL.D., Director,
The Institute for Advanced Study,

Princeton, New Jersey.
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VONNEUMANN 1941 Mer 3 PM 6:18

VANSTITUTE PRINCETON. NJ

ARRIVED TODAY WITE FAMILY COMING PRINCETON WITHIN NEXT FEW DAYS

WEIL

—
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February 28, 1841

Dear Doctor Johnson:

I have received today two letters from Fro-
fessor André Weil, one dated Marseilles, France, Janu-

———
ary 24, and the other Guadeloupe, February 21. In
the first he tells me that he is sailing on the 5.8,
Winnipeg of the French Line, bound for the French West
Indies (presumably Martinique), where he expects to
transefer to another boat and then to land in Baltimore
at the end of February or first of March. The second
letter is a short note telling of his arrival in Guade-
loupe, and his expectation of arriving in New York, via
St. Thomss and Porto Rico, early in March. He does
not name any ship.

Very sincerely yours,

John von Neumann

Dr. Alvin Johnson, Director
New School for Social Research
66 West 12th Street

New York City

JvNiGB
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COPY

La Guadeloupe, Feb. 21, 1941

Dear Johnny,
This is just to tell you that we are on our

way to good old U.S.A. via Saint Thomas and Puerto Rico,
and t.hat‘.te expect to reach New York early in March.
Looking forward to seeing you soon, and with
best greetings to all in Princeton
Very sincerely yours
A. WEIL

P — e e B e e e B B Ly Y g

= ==
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ADDRESS OFFICIAL COMMUNICATIONS TO
THE SECRETARY OF STATE
WASHINGTON, D. C.

DEPARTMENT OF STATE
WASHINGTON

In reply refer to
VD 811.111 Weil, Andre February 12, 1941

My dear Dr. Aydelotte:

Referring to my letter of January 24, 1941, a
preliminary report has been received by cable from the
American consular officer at Lyon concerning the visa

application of Professor Andre Weil, The Department

i1s again communicating with the officer by telegraph
regarding certain aspects of the matter and I shall
communicate with you again as soon as his further report
is received.

S8incerely yours,

6./ L

A, M, Warren
Chief, Visa Division

Frank Aydelotte, LL.D., Director,
The Institute for Advanced Study,

Princeton, New Jersey.
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COPY FOR DR. AYDELOTTE

January 27, 1941
Dear Doctor Johnson:
I have received just now Lhe following wire
from Marseilles, France, probably from André Weil's
father: -

ANDRE ANS FANMTLLE HAVE LEFT TODAY FOR USA VIA
MARTINIQUE SEIL

If I should get any other information from Weil in
the course of his voyage I will ismediately forward
it to you.
I am very glad that Well seems to have been able

to penetrate the mountain of red tape which appeared to
block him in.

Sincerely yours,

John von Neumann

Dr. Alvin Johnson, Director
New School for Social Research
66 West 12th Street

New York City

JvN:GB
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COPY

VIA RCA CD HARSEILLE

IC VONNEUKANN

VANSTITUTE PRINCETON NJ

T

Recd. 1941 JAN 26 AM 8 20

ANDRE ANS FAMILLE HAVE LEFT TODAY FOR USA VIA MARTINIQUE

WEIL
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ADDRESS OFFICIAL COMMUNICATIONS TO
THE SECRETARY OF STATE
WASHINGTON, D. C.

DEPARTMENT OF STATE
WASHINGTON

In reply refer to January 24.
VD 811,111 New School for Social Research '

=
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I

My dear Dr. Aydelotte:

I regret very much that as the result of the heavy
presgure of work during thie time your letter of
November 29, 1940 concerning the immigration case of
Professor Andre Weil has not recelved an earlier reply.

In the interim, however, the Department has been in
telegraphic communication with the American consular
officer at Lyon with regard to the visa applications of
alien professors who have been offered appointments by
the New School for Soclal Research and expects to receive
cabled reports indicating the final action taken in
thelr cases.

Ag goon as a report is received in the case of
Profesgor Weill I shall communicate with you agailn.

Sincerely yours,

Y R a—

A, M, Warren
Chief, Visa Division

Frank Aydelotte, LL.D., Director,
The Institute for Advanced Study,
Princeton, New Jersey.
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THE NEW SCHOOL

FOR SOCIAL RESEARCH
66 WTWELFTH ST NEW YORK

December 2, 1940

Dear Dr., Aydelotte:
1 appreciate very much your sending me
the copy of your letter to Mr. Coulter,
Sincerely,
Ol ©
Alvin Johdson
Director

Dr. Frank Aydelotte
Institute for Advanced Study
Princeton, New Jersey
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Hlovember 29, 1940

Dear Dr. Johnsong

Professor von Newsann hag juct handed me
the énelpud ceblegram from Well, whieh I send to you
immedietely, together with ;;:t a letter whick I have
written to My, Coulter. I hope very much that you will
feel you cen write in the seme vein to lir. Coulter and
that we may break t;n- vicious e¢ircle by having an
hmerican vtu granted first.

A8 to the trensit permit across Bpain, I do
ot oy b M sty B T Tl wwny e pwn ik
have gome plan to meet thet difficulty.

With kindest regerds, I eam

Yours sincersly,

FRANK AYDELOTTE, Director

Dre Alvin Johnson

New School for Soeciel Research
66 West 1l2th Btreet

New York City )

FA/MCE
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November 29, 1940

Dear Mr, Coulter:

Eay I ssk your kind sseistence in another refugee
case? Professor Andre Well, formerly of the University of
Strasbourg, is esger to leave France to come to the United
States, &nd he has & two-year sppointment st the New School
for Sociszl Research in New York City.

Professsr Vell hes auplied for an Amsrican visa
&nd hes been told by our Congul in Vichy that en dmericean visa
can bs granted to him only if iy obteins an exit permit from
France aud & Spenish translt visa.

A number of us wio sre interested in Well reguested
the French Ambassador in Washington to use hig influence in
ebtaining this exit permit, which he is very glad to do, making
&8 & sols quelification thet Professor Weil should first obtain
an imericen vise.

You will see the vicious circle that is thusset up.
The French government will grant an exit permit only if he has
&an American visa; {he Americen Consul at Viehy will zrent the
visa only if he hep an exit permit. Under the circumstsnces, I
should like to urge that you request our Consul in Viehy to
grant the American visa which eesems to be the indispensable
raquigite for the exit permit. I méke this request believing
that the American suthorities are more accessible to reason and
good semnse than the Vichy governmemt is likely to bes.

Ilbﬂdgraﬂy&pprnhhmytﬂniynuéndoh
the situation,

sl Yours sincerely,

FRANK AYDELOTTE, Dirsctor

lr, Eliot B, Coulter, Acting Chief \ :
. Visa Division

Depertment of State

Washington, D. C, :

FA/1iCE
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New Schocl for Social Research

November 28, 1940

Dear Doctor von Neumann:

Thenk you very much for your letter of
November 27.

I am distressed over the difficulty of
getting exit permits but there seems fo be no way
we can hurry things up from this end.

Sincerely,
ALVIN JOENSON

Alvin Johnson, Director
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1940 NOV 27 PM 10 52
NP 227 VIA RCA-CDi CLERMONTFERRAND 720 25 27
NLT VONNEUMANN
VANSTITUTE
PRINCETON NJ
AMERICAN VISA ONLY IF EXIT AND SPANISH TRANSIT OBTAINABLE TRY GET

INSTRUCTIONS FROM STATE DEPARTMENT TO MADRID AND VICHY EMBASSIES

WEIL

————————————
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November ”. 1540

Dear Doctor Johnson:
I hasten to snswer your letter of yesterdey. Since we last
talked I have had the following two cables from André Weil:

CLERNMONTFERRAND NOV, 12, 1840
WIFE ARRIVED WEXT PROBLEM VISAS YOUR HELP NEEDED CONCERFING EXIT
PERMIT AND SPANISH TRANSIT VISA PLEASE CABLE POSTE RESTANTE
GREETINGS WEIL

¥OV, 23, 1940
PLEASE CLIFFER AFFIDAVIT OF SUPPORT FOR WIFES SON ALLAIN ROBERT
RAOUL DE POSSELDEYDIER YOUR HELP FOR EXIT PERMIT AND
SPANISE TRANSIT

WEIL VOTEL PELLEVE CEYRAT PUYTEBOME
to which I replied as follows:

ANDRE WEIL NOVEMBER 25, 1940
HOTEL BELLEVUE

CEYRAT, PUYDEDOME (FRANCE)
AYDELOTTE JOHNSON AFPROACVED FRENCH AMBASSADOR CONCERNIWG
EXIT AMBASSADOR PROMISED HELP BUT SUGGESTED YOUR OBTAINING USA
VISA FIRST STOP ALEXANDER SERDING AFFIDAVIT STOP HAVE KO
CONNECTIONS FURTHERINC SPANISH TRANSIT GREETINGS
JOHN VONNEUMANN
You will notice that, in agreement with cur last conversa-
tion, Dr. Aydelotte also has written to ths French Embassy, and hes
also received an encouraging enswer to which my cable to Weil refers.
In his letter to the Fremeh Ambassador Dr. Aydelotte expressed, as a
member of the Emergemey Committee in Aid of Displeced Foreign Scholars,
his interest in furthering your efforts for Weil and elso his immediate
interest in bringing to this ocountry a first rate men like Weil. Pro-
fessor J. W. Alexander's affidavit, mentioned in my cable to Weil, was
mailed yesterday snd should go by tomorrow's Clipper.

Sincerely yours,

Dr. Alvin Johmson, Director
New School for Social Reseerch
66 West 12th Street John vor Neumenn

New York City
JVHGB

PeSe¢ 1 am enclosing e copy of Dr. Aydelotte's letter to
the French Ambessador.
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I acknowledge receipt of your letter of November 13

concerning Dr. André weil, formerly of the University of

Strasbourg, who has been offered a position on the staff
of the New School for Social Research in New York.

I shall be glad to transmit your request to my
Government, but Frofessor Weil will probably obtain his
exit permit if an american visa has first of all be
granted to him. I believe it would be advisable to sug-
gest to Ur. Weil that he apply for such a visa at an

American Consulate in France./.

Sincerely yours,

Lo dls

[
Mr. Frank Aydelotte,

The Institute for advanced Study,
Princeton, N.d.
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November 13, 1940

—

The French Ambassador
French Embsssy
Washington, D, C,

Dear lir., Ambassador)

; As & member of the Emergency Committee in Ald of
Displaced Foreign Scholars I take the liverty of asking your
good pffices in securing an exit permit for Dr, dndrs Weil,
formerly of the University .

maticians in the world, He is & member of the Jewish race
and because of conditions in Eurgpe he is eager to come to the
\mited States. He has been invited to
New School for Socisl Research

X Jobnson, the head of the School has, I believe, made applice=
tion to you or to M, Charles Lucet in support Professor
Weil's application for permission to leeve France., I should
like to support this application very strongly. A

Professor Well has previously been & member of
the Institute for Advanced Study, of which I am the Pirector,
and we kmow &t first hand the eminence of his gifts in mathe-
matics, In grenting him permission to returm to this country
I am sure that the French government would be taking sction
which would be recognized by men ih Professor Weillsy field
as & service to scholarship. e

I should be most grateful for anything thst‘\m
can do to facilitate Professor Weil's plans to come from
France to the United States.

Belleve me,

Yours very sincerely,

o e
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November 11, 1940

Dear Dr, Johnsons
&nmmnmmtmpthnw'nd
W 1 ha’
dndre Weil, whom Mc:ntndm ve invited to come |
to this country? Ionhuuhhd\mhotmmlm.
asking for help, but I see nothing thet I could do unless
- reinforce
there is some way in which I gould the efforte you
ere making, 1 should be most grateful if you would let
me lmow whet the situstion is.

Tours sincerely,

FRANK AYDELOTTE, Director

Dy, Alvin Johmson

New 8chool for Social Research PR
66 Weat 12th Street
New York City :

F4/MCE
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THE NEW SCHOOL

FOR SOCIAL RESEARCH
66 W TWELFTH ST NEW YORK

November 13, 1940

Dear Dr. Aydelotte:

I talked yesterdsy with Frofessor von Neumann about
Andréd Weil,

_.-—-"’"'-’_

I am writing to the Secretary of the French Embassy,
Mr, Charles Lucet, asking him to use his good offices to
get Weil an exit permit, and it would be very helpful if
you would also write to Lucet eluding, of course, the in-

vitation from the New School,

Sincerely,

Alvin Johnson

Director

AJIEW

Dr. Prank Aydelotte
Institute for Advanced Study
Princeton, New Jersey
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COPY OF
WESTERN UNION TELEGRAM

FOVEMEER 5, 1840
%mm
CLERMONTFERRAND (FRAXCE)
TRYING EVERYTEING STOP WILL CABLE DEVELOPMENTS GREETINGS
JOHN VON NEUMANN

G

o
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Octeben 25, 1940

Denr Dy, Jolhnponi

I have just had s talk with Professor von Neunann
ummummmm-butm
you have iavited to come to this commtry, gent
von Neumann the following cablegrams

“40ST DIFFZCULT GETTING EXIT PFRMIT PLEASE
MELP THROUGH STATE DEPARTMYNT AND EMBASEY
mmmrmnmmmmn-

. You will have had more sxperience im this kind of
situation then any of us, but ] wonder whether it sould net
b-itfotom-thhnpuththormahhbundnhmm.
I don 't believe that our State Deprrtment would have sny
influence on the Wmt,bnt!onunﬂymmtt
night be poseible to intimate teo the French imbesssdor thet
he granting of en exit parmit in this ease would he & bit of
evidence that the Viehy povernment could act in an independemnt
and gelf-respecting menner, which the Ambassador is tryimg i
with eome difficulty to demomstrete to the Americam people.

cr

1 had a somewhat similer situstion in the case of

Goedel last spring snd sueh an eppesl te the German Bmbassy
and Goedel got permission to leseve Austris, If you
this the right line to take, von Neumann and I will be
mthwtomtoinanynyﬂutnmhwmmh

'3 ,."",
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COPY

October 24, 1940

NP260 VIA RC-CD VICHY 23 24

NLT VONNEUMANN VANSTITUTE
PRINCETON NJ

MOST DIFFICULT GETTING EXIT PERMIT PLEASE HELP THROUGH STATE
DEPARTMENT AND EMBASSY

WEIL CHEZ CARTAN FACULTE SCIENCES CLERMONTFERRAND

—
"
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o ~ COPY OF '-
= WESTERN UNION TELEGRAM

0CTORER 1, 1940
TOCTOR
TOULOUSE (FRANCE) _ .
FEW SOHOOL SOCIAL EESEARCH NEWYORK OFPERED YOUR SON POSIYION STOP O
REPLY RECEIVED STOP PLEASE WIRE ¥E YOUR FULLEST IRPORMATION
JOEN VONNEUMANN

Tl

~
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COPY QOF
WESTERN UNION TELEGRAM

OCTORER 1, 1840

SMITHIES
57, JOHNS COLLEGE

CAMBRIDGE (ENGLAND)

FEW SCHOOL SOCTAL RESRARCH NEWYORK OPFERED ANDRE WEIL POSITION §Y CABLE STOP
¥O NEPLY RECEIVED STOP PLEASE WIRE ME YOUR FULLEST INPORMATION THANKS-

.
-

10 WORDS ANSWER PREPAID v
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Institute for Advanced Study

= 'COPY OF
i&=f| WESTERN UNION TELEGRAM

August 31, 1940

m)«
Have hope securing some invitation to America Please wire your immediate
plans and address
Von Neumann :
3 (5

(A prepaid night letter was arranged for when sendin@ ‘this message)
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~ Institute for Advanced Study

LrscT | COPY OF
Zeie2)  WESTERN UNION TELEGRAM

August 27, 1940
Bt e

B
Canbridge (England)

Please cable collect anything you imow comeerning Andre Weil's address

Jolm von Neumenn Vanstitute

H, Hn o
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e COPY OF |
% WESTERN UNION TELEGRAM

August 23, 1940

NLT

Dr. B.

3 rue du Bourbonnais

Vichy (France)

Has your son returned stop Hope can secure American invitation stop

Please wire me Vanstitute Princeton NewJersey

John vonNeumann

VS Y sk

e

Al
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January 14, 1936

Moneieur Andre Veil

3, Bue Auguate Comte
Paris, France

Ny dear Monsieur Weil;

On the recommendation -of the professors
of the School of Mathematics I take pleasure in
informing you that you will receive a stipend of
$1,500 that you may be a member of the School of
Mathematics of the Institute for Advanced Study for
one term of the academic year, 1936-1937, whichever
is more convenient for you. The first term will
begin on October 1, 1936, and the second Serm will
begin on Jamary 18, 1937.

Looking forward with great pleasure to
the association with you, I am

Sincerely yours,
ATTAHAM FLFV~ r«

AFy RSB
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UNIVERSITE DE STRASBOURG £ 10.11.36. st

(PALAIS DE vuNiveRsiTE  THL. 49.53)

INSTITUT DE MATHEMATIQUE

Dear Dr.Flexner,

I am very grateful to you and to my
colleagues of the Institute for the honor done
to me in inviting me to be a member of your
School of Mathematics during one term next
year. I shall very gladly avail myself of the
invitation, and accordingly intend to spend in
Princeton the second term (January to April) of
the academic year 1236-37.

Looking forward with great pleasure
to my association with the Institute, I am, with
best thanks

Sincerely yours

P

A.Weil

Dr.A.Flexner
The Institute for Advanced Study
20, Nassau Street

Princeton, N.J. (U.S.A.)
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UNIVERSITE DE STRASBOURG £ 10.T1.36. 8.

(PALars DE vuNIVERSITE  TEL 40.52)

INSTITUT DE MATHEMATIQUE

Dear Dr.Flexner,

I am very grateful to you and to my
colleagues of the Institute for the honor done
to me in inviting me to be a member of your
School of Mathematics during one term next
year. I shall very gladly avail myself of the
invitation, and accordingly intend to spend in
Princeton the second term (January to April) of
the academic year 1236-37.

Looking forward with great pleasure
to my association with the Institute, I am, with
best thanks

Sincerely yours

A.Weil

Dr.A.Flexner
The Institute for Advanced Study
20, Nassau Street

Princeton, N.J. (U.S.A.)



	Fac-Box 36-Weil Member, Professor, and Emeritus 1936-1957001.pdf
	Fac-Box 36-Weil Member, Professor, and Emeritus 1936-1957002



