MS. MAHDAWTI 514. AN ANONYMOUS COMMENTARY
OF IBN MATTAWAYH’S KITAB AL-TADHKIRA

Sabine Schmudike

During the fourth/tenth and early fifth/eleventh centuries, Mu‘tazilt
kalam flourished under the ShiT reign of the Buyids in Iraq and west-
ern Persia. The vizier al-Sahib ibn ‘Abbad (d. 385/995) in particular
favoured and promoted Mu‘tazili teachings. In 367/977 he appointed
‘Abd al-Jabbar ibn Ahmad al-Hamadhant al-Asadabadt as chief judge
(gadr “l-qudat) of Rayy, where the latter taught even after his dismissal
from office in 385/995 until his death in 415/1025. Representing the
Bahshami school of the Mu‘tazila,! named thus after its founder Aba
Hashim al-Jubba’t (d. 321/933), Qadt ‘Abd al-Jabbar became the undis-
puted head of the Mu‘tazila after the death of his teacher Abt ‘Abd
Allah al-Basriin 369/979.2 ‘Abd al-Jabbar was commonly recognized as
the most prominent kalam theologian of his time and attracted numer-
ous students, among them Abt Rashid al-NisabtarT, who became the
leader of the school upon his teacher’s death;* Abtt Muhammad Hasan

' For a detailed account of the Bahshami school tradition, see M.T. Heemskerk,
Suffering in the Mu tazilite Theology. ‘Abd al-Jabbar’s Teaching on Pain and Divine Justice (Leiden,
2000), pp. 13-71.

? For a detailed study on the life and work of Qadt ‘Abd al-Jabbar, see G.S. Reynolds,
A Muslim Theologian in the Sectarian Miliew. ‘Abd al-Fabbar and the Critique of Christian
Origins (Leiden, 2004).

* On him, see R.M. Frank, ‘Abt Rashid al-Nisabari,” in EI?, Suppl., pp. 31-2.
Of his writings the following have been published: F7 “-lawhid, ed. M.°A. Abu Rida
(Cairo, 1969); and Masa’il al-khilaf bayna al-basriyyin wa’l-baghdadiyyin, ed. M. Ziyada
and R. al-Sayyid (Beirut, 1979). An earlier partial edition of the latter work containing
the first portion on substances and accidents was published by Arthur Biram under
the title Die atomische Substanzenlehre aus dem Buch der Streitfragen zwischen Basrensern und
Bagdadensern (Berlin, 1902), and a free translation of the entire text was produced by
Max Horten (Die Philosophie des Abu Rashid [Bonn, 1910]).—For the identification of
the text Fi “l-tawhid as being part of NisabtuT's {yadat al-sharh (and not of his Duwan
al-usil as argued by the editor Aba Rida), see R.C. Martin, “The Identification of Two
Mu‘tazilite MSS,” 740S 98 (1978), pp. 389-93. See also idem, 4 Mu‘tazilite Treatise on
Prophethood and Miracles, being probably the bab ‘ala ’l-nubuwwah from the Ziyadat al-sharh
by Abit Rashid al-Nwsabari (Died First Half of the Fifth Century A.H.). Edited in Arabic with
an English Introduction, Historical and Theological Commentaries, PhD thesis (New
York University, 1975). Daniel Gimaret contested Martin’s identification and suggested
that the {zyadat as extant in the edition of Abat Rida and in ms. British Library 8613
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140 SABINE SCHMIDTKE

ibn Ahmad ibn Mattawayh;* Abt ’-Husayn al-Basi1 (d. 436/1044);
Abu ’1-Qasim al-Bustt;® the Zayd1 sharif Abu °l-Husayn Ahmad ibn
Abt Hashim Muhammad al-Husaynt al-Qazwini, known as Mankdim
Shashdiw (d. 425/1034);” the Twelver ShiT al-Sharif al-Murtada
(d. 436/1044);® the two Caspian Zaydi imams and brothers Aba Talib
Yahya ibn al-Husayn al-Buthant al-Natiq bi’l-Haqq (d. ¢. 424/1033),’
and Ahmad ibn al-Husayn al-Mu’ayyad bi’'llah (d. 411/1020)." At
the same time, BahshamT doctrine was widely adopted in Jewish, and
particularly Karaite circles."

originated with a later author; see his ‘Les usal al-hamsa du Qadt ‘Abd al-Gabbar et
leurs commentaries,” A7 15 (1979), p. 73.

* On him, see W. Madelung, ‘Ibn Mattawayh,” in EP, Suppl., p. 393; M. McDer-
mott, ‘Ebn Mattawayh,’ in £Ir; Samad Muwahhid, ‘Ibn Mattawayh,” in K.M. Bujnurd1
(ed.), Da‘irat-i ma‘arif~ buzurg-t islami (T'ehran 1374/1996-), 1v, p. 580.
> On him, see W. Madelung, ‘Aba 1-Husayn al-Basr1,” in £72, Suppl., p. 25; M,J.
Mugaddam, ‘Abt I-Husayn al-Basr1,” in Bujnurdi (ed.), Dairat-i ma‘arif-i buzurg-i islams,
v, p. 368; D. Gimaret, ‘Abu ’l-Hosayn al-Bast1,” in Efr. See also S.M. Stern, ‘Ibn
al-Samh,” 7RAS (1956), pp. 31-44; E. Giannakis, “The Structure of Abt 1-Husayn
al-BasiT’s Copy of Aristotle’s Physics,” SGAIW 8 (1993), pp. 251-8; M. Cook, Commanding
Right and Forbidding Wrong in Islamic Thought (Cambridge, 2000), p. 2181t

% On him, see the introduction to Aba ’1-Qasim al-Busti, Kitab al-bahth ‘an adillat
al-takfir wa’l-tafstg (Investigation of the Evidence for Charging with kufr and fisq), ed. and introd.
W. Madelung and S. Schmidtke (T'ehran, 1382/2004).

7 He is the author of a commentary (ta%q) on the lost Shark al-usil al-khamsa com-
posed by ‘Abd al-Jabbar. The work was published wrongly as a work by ‘Abd al-Jabbar
(ed. ‘A. ‘Uthman [Cairo, 1384/1965; numerous reprints|). On him, see Gimaret, ‘Les
usal al-hamsam,’ p. 571

8 For al-Murtada’s theological views, sec W. Madelung, ‘Imamism and Mu'‘tazilite
Theology,” in T. Fahd (ed.), Shz‘isme imamite (Paris, 1970), pp. 13-29; M.J. McDermott,
The Theology of al-Shaikh al-Mufid (d. 415/1022) (Beirut, 1978). His most extensive theo-
logical works are his Kitab al-dhakhira fi ‘im al-kalam, ed. A. al-Husaynt (Qum, 1411/
[1990-91]) and his Aitab al-mulakhkhas fi usil al-din, ed. M.R. Ansart Qummi (Tehran,
1381/[2002]). On the Ritab al-dhakhira, see also S. Schmidtke, ‘Nuskha-1 kuhan az Ritab
al-dhakhira-i Sharif Murtada,” Ma‘arf 20/2 (1382/2003), pp. 68-84.

9 On him, see W. Madelung, Der Imam al-Qasim ibn Ibrahim und die Glaubenslehre der
Laiditen (Berlin, 1965), pp. 178-82; idem, “Zu einigen Werken des Imams Aba Talib
an-Natiq bi I-Haqq,” Der Islam 63 (1986), pp. 5-10. An edition of his {zyadat to a com-
mentary by Qadi ‘Abd al-Jabbar on the Kitab al-usal by Ibn Khallad that are extant in
what seems to be a unique manuscript (ms. Leiden 2949) is currently being prepared
by Camilla Adang and Sabine Schmidtke.

' On him, see Madelung, al-Qasim ibn Ibrahim, pp. 177-8.

" For the reception of Muslim kalam within Jewish circles, see H. Ben-Shammai,
‘Kalam in Medieval Jewish philosophy,” in D.H. Frank and O. Leaman (eds.), His-
tory of Jewish Philosophy (London, 1997), pp. 115—48; D. Sklare, Samuel Ben Hofni and
his Cultural World. Texts and Studies (Leiden, 1996); W. Madelung and S. Schmidtke,
Rational Theology in Interfaith Communication. Abu I-Husayn al-Basre’s Mu ‘tazilt Theology among
the Karaites in the Fatimid Age (Leiden, 2006).
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MS. MAHDAWI 514 141

‘Abd al-Jabbar and his pupils and later followers composed the
authoritative works of the later Mu‘tazila, among them al-Mughnt
Ji abwab al-tawhid wa’l-‘adl, a comprehensive exposition of Mu‘tazilt
doctrine that ‘Abd al-Jabbar dictated over a period of twenty years
(8360/970-380/990),'* and his al-Kitab al-muhit fi ’I-taklif of which Ibn
Mattawayh made an independent, explicative, and at times critical
paraphrase entitled al-Majmi‘ fi °I-Muhit bi’l-taklyf."* Manuscripts of most
of these works have been preserved until today in Zaydi and Karaite
Jewish repositories. While most of the published Mu‘tazili works are
based on manuscripts that were discovered in the early 1950s by an
expedition of Egyptian scholars in the Great Mosque of Sana’a,' the
material housed by the many private and smaller public libraries in
Yemen and the various European and Russian libraries where the bulk
of Mu'tazilt writings of Karaite Jewish provenance is preserved, still
needs to be explored in full."”

12 ‘Abd al-Jabbar al-Hamadhanit, Ritab al-mughni fi abwab al-tawhid wa’l-‘adl, ed. M. Timt
ct al. (Cairo, 1961-65).

!5 Tbn Mattawayh, Kitab al-mami‘ fi “l-mubit bi’l-taklif, i, ed. J.J. Houben (Beirut,
1965); 11, ed. J.J. Houben and D. Gimaret (Beirut, 1981); i1, ed. J. Peters (Beirut,
1999). Margaretha T. Heemskerk is currently preparing a critical edition of the fourth
volume. Whereas the original al-Ritab al-muhit seems to be lost in the Islamic world,
extensive fragments of the work are extant in the various collections housing material
from the Karaite Genizah in Cairo. See H. Ben-Shammai, ‘A Note on Some Karaite
Copies of Mu'‘tazilite Writings,” BSOAS 37 (1974), pp. 295-304.

' For the expedition and its results, see the report by Kh.Y. Nami, al-Baltha al-misriyya
li-taswir al-makhtitat al-‘arabiyya fi bilad al-Yaman (Cairo, 1952); Qaima bi’l-makhtutat
al-‘arabiyya al-musawwara bi’l-mikrifilm min al-fumhiryya al-Arabiyya al-Yamaniyya (Cairo,
1387/1967). For further references, see G. Roper, World Survey of Islamic Manuscripts,
iii (London, 1994), p. 645

5 For recent efforts to search and catalogue the holdings of Yemeni public and
private libraries, see ‘A. al-Habshi, Fikris makhtatat ba'd al-maktabat al-khassa fi °l-Yaman
(London, 1994); M. Watadar Muradi, ‘Fihrist- alitba1-yi mikrafilm-ha-yi tahiyya shude
az Kitabkhana-yi Jami® San‘a’,” in Ritabdarr wa-ittila“ rasant. Fasinama-y Kitabkhana-yi
Markazt wa-Astan-i Quds Radawt, 1/3 (1378/1999), pp. 127-73; H. Ansart Qummr,
‘Guzarishi az nuskha-ha-yi khatti-yi Yaman,” Ayina-yi mirath 3/4 (Spring 1380/2001),
pp- 105-11; ‘A. ‘Abbas al-Wajth, Masadir al-turath fi °l-maktabat al-khassa fi °l-Yaman,
2 vols. (Sana’a, 1422/2002). For Mu‘tazilt materials preserved through the Karaites,
see A. Jakovlevi¢ Borisov, ‘Mu tazilitskie rukopisi Gosudarstvennoj Publi¢noj Biblioteki
v Leningrade,” Bibliografya Vostoka 8-9 (1935), pp. 69-95; see also idem, ‘Ob otkrytych v
Leningrade mu‘tazilitskich rukopisjach i jich znacenii dlja istorii musulmanskoj mysli,’
Akademija Nauk SSSR. Trudy perooj sessii arabistov 14—17 ijunka 1935 g. (Trudy Instituta
Vostokovedenija 24), pp. 113-25. The two articles were reprinted in Pravoslavniy Pal-
estinskty Sborntk 99 (36) (2002), pp. 21949 and in The Teachings of the Mu'tazila. Texts
and Studies I-11, Selected and repr. F. Sezgin in coll. with M. Amawi, C. Ehrig-Eggert,
E. Neubauer (Frankfurt, 2000), i, pp. 17-57; D. Sklare (in coop. with H. Ben-Shammai),
Judaeo-Arabic Manuscripts i the Firkovitch Collections. The Works of Yusuf al-Basir. A Sample
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142 SABINE SCHMIDTKE

By contrast, next to nothing has been preserved of the Mu‘tazili
literature prior to ‘Abd al-Jabbar, nor of rivals of the Bahshamiyya,
such as the Baghdadt school or the Ikhshidiyya. The same applies to
the @uvre of ‘Abd al-Jabbar’s student Abt ’I-Husayn al-BasiT who devi-
ated from the doctrines of his teacher and later became known as the
founder of the last innovative school within Mu‘tazilism. None of his
theological writings has come down to us, with the exception of three
extensive fragments of his Zasafful al-adilla that have been preserved
in the Abraham Firkovitch Collection (Russian National Library, St.
Petersburg),'® and the writings of later adherents to his doctrine are
indispensable for a systematic reconstruction of his thought. The most
important among these are Rukn al-Din ibn al-Malahimi al-Khwarazmi
(d. 538/1144), the author of an extensive yet incompletely preserved
Kutab al-mu‘tamad fi usil al-din and of the shorter but completely extant
Kitab al-faviq fi usal al-dm,"” and a certain Taql al-Din al-Najrani (or:
al-Bahrani) al-‘Ajali (end of sixth/twelfth or early seventh/thirteenth
century), the author of the Ritab al-kamil fi l-istigsa’ fima balaghana min
kalam al-qudama’ containing a systematic comparison of the teachings
of Aba ’I-Husayn al-BasiT and the Bahshamiyya.'®

Catalogue. Texts and Studies ( Jerusalem, 1997); S. Schmidtke, “The Karaites’ Encounter
with the Thought of Aba 1-Husayn al-Bas1 (d. 436/1044). A Survey of the Relevant
Materials in the Firkovitch-Collection, St. Petersburg,” Arabica 53 (2006), pp. 108-42;
eadem, ‘Mu‘tazilt Manuscripts in the Abraham Firkovitch Collection, St. Peterburg,’
in C. Adang, S. Schmidtke and D. Sklare (eds.), A Common Rationality. Mu‘tazilism in
Islam and jJudaism (Wirzburg, 2007), pp. 377-462; O. Hamdan and S. Schmidtke,
‘Qadi ‘Abd al-Jabbar al-Hamadhanit (d. 415/1025) on the Promise and Threat. An
Edition of a Fragment of his Kitab al-Mughni fi abwab al-tawhid wa-I-‘adl Preserved in
the Firkovitch-Collection, St. Petersburg (II Firk. Arab. 105, fol. 14-92),” MIDEO 27
(2008) [in press].

18 Abu ’l-Husayn al-Basri, Tasaffuh al-adilla. The Extant Parts, introd. and ed.
W. Madelung and S. Schmidtke (Wiesbaden, 2006).—Extant and edited is his opus
magnum on legal methodology, al-Mu‘tamad fi usil al-figh, 2 vols., ed. M. Hamidullah,
A. Bekir, and H. Hanafi (Damascus, 1964—65). The edition also comprises a brief text
on juridical dialectic, entitled Aitab al-qiyas al-shar7. For an analysis of the latter tract,
see W.B. Hallaq, ‘A Tenth-Eleventh Century Treatise on Juridical Dialectic,” MW 77
(1987), pp. 197-228.

7 Ibn al-Malahimi, Kitab al-mu‘tamad fi usal al-din, ed. W. Madelung and M.D.
McDermott (London, 1991); idem, Kitab al-faiq, ed. W. Madelung and M.D. McDermott
(Tehran, 1386/2007).—In addition, Ibn al-Malahimt’s Tuhfat al-mutakallimin fi *l-radd
‘ala °l-falasifa has been discovered some years ago. See H. Ansart, ‘Kitab-1 tazihyab dar
Naqd-i falsafa. Paida shudan-i Kitab-i “Tuhfat al-mutakallimin-i” Malahimi,” Nashr-i
danish 18/3 (2001), pp. 31-2. Hasan Ansari, together with Wilferd Madelung and
Sabine Schmidtke, is currently preparing an edition of this work.

'8 Taqt al-Din al-Bahrani (or: al-Najrani) al-‘Ajalt, al-Kamul fi “l-istigsa‘ fima balaghana
min kalam al-qudama’, ed. al-S.M. al-Shahid (Cairo, 1420/1999). See also E. Elshahed,
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Ms. Mahdawi 514 belongs to the literary legacy of the Bahshamiyya. It
is a commentary on a work by Ibn Mattawayh on natural philosophy
which is known under the titles al-Tadhkira fi ahkam al-jawahir wa’l-a‘rad
and Kitab al-tadhkira fi latif [im] al-kalam. The commentary, which is
not given a title of its own (the colophon rather says: hadha akhir Kitab
al-tadhkira) and whose author is nowhere identified in the text as such,
1s preserved in an apparently unique manuscript copy housed at the
Asghar Mahdawi Library in Tehran and is now available in a facsimile
publication.' The entire codex consists of 191 leaves (19 x 25 cm) with
40/45 lines to a page, of which the commentary covers 188 folios.”

Das Problem der transzendentalen sinnlichen Wahrnehmung in der spétmu ‘tazilitischen Erkenntnistheorie
nach der Darstellung des Taqiaddin al-Nagrani (Berlin, 1983).

9" An Anonymous Commentary on Kitab al-Tadhkira by Ibn Mattawayh. Facsimile Edition
of Mahdavi Codex 514 (6th/12th Century), introd. and indices S. Schmidtke (Tehran,
2006)—TFor a brief description of the codex, see M. Taqi Danishpazth, ‘Fihrist-i
nuskha-ha-yi khattt kitabkhana-yi khustsi-yi Asghar Mahdawi,” Nashriyya-yi Ritabkhana-y:
Markazi-yi Danishgah-i Tihran 2 (1341/1962), pp. 156—7.—Ibn Mattawayh’s original
work is preserved in five manuscripts: ms. Ambrosiana (Milan), Arabic C 104; mss.
Sana’a, Maktabat al-Jami‘ al-kabir (Sharqiyya) nos. 901, 560, 562, 561. For details, see
G. Schwarb, S. Schmidtke, D. Sklare (eds.), A Handbook of Mu tazilite Manuscripts and Work,
ii. Repertory of Mu'‘tazilite authors, works and manuscripts (Leiden, forthcoming).—In
1975, a partial edition was published: Al-Hasan ibn Mattawayh al-Najrani al-Mu'‘tazili,
al-Tadhkira fi ahkam al-jawahir wa’l-a‘rad, ed. S. Nasr Lutf and F. Badir ‘Awn (Cairo,
1975). Daniel Gimaret has completed a new critical edition of the entire text which
will be published shortly (Cairo: IDEO).—Ibn Mattawayh’s Tadhkira as well as the
commentary presented here constituted two of the key texts for the study by Alnoor
Dhanani: The Physical Theory of Kalam. Atoms, Space, and Voud in Basrian Mu ‘tazily Cosmology
(Leiden, 1994). Dhanani gives the shelfmark of the Mahdawi codex erroneously as ms.
Teheran Danishgah [sic] 514.

2 At the end of the codex there are two heavily damaged fragments from two differ-
ent kalam works, each written by a different hand. The first fragment (fol. 188b—189a)
is clearly from a Mu‘tazili kalam work that evidently also belonged to the Bahshami
tradition, as it starts with a reference to Abt Hashim al-Jubba’t and his Autab al-jam:
and is again concerned with natural philosophy. The second fragment (fol. 189b—191b)
begins with the remark nagaltuhu min Kitab al-nihaya fi ’l-kalam, and contains a discussion
of various aspects related to accidents (¢ 7ad). It is written by a so far unidentified Ash‘art
author who refers to the Mu‘tazila, whom he defines as wa-hum Abi Hashim wa-man
taba‘aku (fol. 190a, 1. 10), and to the philosophers as ‘the opponents’. Apart from Abu
Hashim, the anonymous author of this fragment refers to Aba ’I-Hudhayl al-‘Allaf
(d. between 226/840 and 236/850), Abu ’l-Husayn al-Basri, Abt ’1-Qasim al-Ka‘bt
al-Balkht and Hisham [ibn ‘Amr al-Fuwati] (d. ¢. 230/844) (fol. 191a, 1. 28), Abt Ishaq
al-NasibinT (or al-Nastbi) (fol. 191a, 1. 29), Ibn ‘Ayyash (fol. 191a, . 29 and 191b, 1. 3),
and Abt Ya‘qab al-Shahham (d. 257/871?) (fol. 191b, 1. 1) among the Mu'‘tazilis,
and to the Imami1 theologian Hisham ibn al-Hakam (fol. 191b, 1. 5-6). Among the
Ash‘ariyya (ashabuna) the anonymous author refers to the gadi Abu Bakr [al-Baqillani]
(d. 403/1013) (fol. 190a, 1. 11, 12, 14, 16), the Imam al-Haramayn [al-Juwayni]
(d. 478/1085) (fol. 190a, 1. 11), the ustadh Abu Ishaq (fol. 190a, 1. 26, 28), by which Aba
Ishaq al-Isfarayini (d. 418/1027) is meant, and to the not further identified shaykhuna
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144 SABINE SCHMIDTKE

Both Ibn Mattawayh’s Zadhkira and the commentary contain a
detailed chapter on substances (al-qaw! fi *ljawahir), followed by two
major sections devoted to physics (al-kalam fi ithbat al-juz’ wa-furiiihy)
and to ‘biology’ (al-kalam fi °l-hayat). These are further subdivided into
several aquwal, each consisting of numerous fusil. The section on physics
contains comprehensive discussions of the annihilation and restoration
of substances ( fana’ al-jawahir wa-i‘adatuha) and of atoms and bodies as
well as their various properties, viz. colours (alwan), tastes (tu‘@wm) and
odours (rawa’ih), heat and cold (harara wa-burida), pains and pleasures
(alam wa-ladhdhat), sounds, speech and language (aswat wa-kalam), spatial
states (akwan), composition (talif' ), pressure (i timad), and moistness and
dryness (rutitbat wa-yabas). The section on biology deals in detail with
desire and distaste (shahwa wa-nifar), capability (qudra), will and aversion
(irada wa-karaha), belief, knowledge, and assumption (¢ %gadat wa-‘uliim
wa-zuniin), rational investigation (nazar), and perception (idrak).

The style of the commentary is characteristic of the bulk of Mu'tazili
literature of the Bahshami tradition that is amply available to us. It is
an explicative paraphrase of Ibn Mattawayh’s work that closely follows
the original in argumentation and doctrinal outlook and can be read
independently of the original Zadhkira.! The commentator differs from
Ibn Mattawayh mainly in his wording and in the fact that he often
subdivides the text further than is the case in the original Zadhkira.
Moreover, the commentary by far exceeds the original in length.?

The commentary is replete with references to earlier Mu‘tazili
authorities and contains numerous references to and quotations from
Mu‘tazilt writings that are lost, although in most cases the commenta-
tor seems to have relied on Ibn Mattawayh’s Zadhkira for the earlier
literature. The two authorities mentioned most often are Abt ‘Alf and
his son Aba Hashim al-Jubba’1. Among the generation of Bahshami
Mu‘tazilis following Ab@t Hashim, frequent mention is made of Abu
‘All Muhammad ibn Khallad,” Aba ‘Abd Allah al-Basi1 (d. 369/979)

(fol. 190a, 1. 31). The fragment may possibly be part of Fakhr al-Din al-Razt’s Nikayat
al-‘uqal fi dirdyat al-usal that is extant in manuscript.

21 For a discussion of the literary genre of commentary literature among the Bah-
shamis, see Gimaret, ‘Les usal al-hamsa,” pp. 48-78.

2 Roughly estimated, ms. Mahdawi 514 consists of 262,260 words, whereas ms.
Ambrosiana Arabic C 104, containing a complete copy of Ibn Mattawayh’s Tadkkira,
consists of 104,850 words.

% On him, see D. Gimaret, ‘Ebn Kallad,” in EI.
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and Abt Ishaq ibn ‘Ayyash, and of the next generation the most
prominent theologian referred to throughout the text is the Chief Judge
‘Abd al-Jabbar. Among the generation of ‘Abd al-Jabbar’s students, the
author repeatedly mentions Abti Rashid al-NisabtuT and, of course,
Ibn Mattawayh himself. In addition to the Bahshamt school tradition,
the commentary contains comprehensive accounts of the views of
opponents from within and outside the Mu‘tazila. The views of Ibn
al-Rawandt (d. 245/860 or 298/912?) and of Ibn Zakariyya al-Razi
(d. 313/925 or 323/935) and of the philosophers in general (al-awa’il/
al-falasifa) are often mentioned and refuted.” The views of rivals within
the Mu‘tazila, such as Muhammad ibn ‘Umar al-Saymart (d. 315/927)
and his disciples Aba Bakr ibn al-Ikhshid (d. 326/938)* and Aba
Ahmad ibn Salama as representatives of the Ikhshidiyya, and Abt
1-Qasim al-Ka‘bt al-Balkht (d. 319/913), the founder of the school of
the Baghdad in its scholastic phase, are also discussed in detail.

Throughout the entire commentary, different patterns of style can be
observed at the beginning of the various fusil. Numerous chapters
begin with brief quotations from the original Tadhkira, introduced by
formulas such as gala rahimahu °llah, followed by the opening words of
the respective chapters ila akhirihi/ila akhir al-fas (fol. 1b—26b, 48a—91a,
101a—146b, 165a—). At times, the formula gala rafumahu “llah 1s missing
and the chapter begins immediately with the opening words #la akhirihi/
da akhir al-fasl (fol. 1b, 27b—35b, 52a, 59a, 60a, 65b, 80b, 81b, 83b,
114b, 181a—188a). This is followed by the commentary, introduced by
formulas such as gala [al-shaykh] ayyadahu °llah/ adama °lah ‘uliiwwahu. These
eulogies suggest that the commentary was dictated by the skaykh and
that the present manuscript was written down by a student attending
his lectures. That the commentary was dictated in a teaching context
is further supported by the fact that it neither quotes from nor com-
ments upon Ibn Mattawayh’s brief introduction, and that it lacks an
introduction of its own (see Appendix). On fol. 157a, 1. 40, the view
of the Caspian Zaydi Imam Ahmad ibn al-Husayn al-Mu’ayyad bi’llah
(d. 411/1020) is reported, which may indicate that the commentator
himself was a Zayd1. Moreover, at one instance, the text says (fol. 100b,

2 On both, see S. Stroumsa, Freethinkers of Medieval Islam. Ibn al-Rawands, Abi Bakr
al-Razi, and their Impact on Islamic Thought (Leiden, 1999).
% On him, see D. Gimaret, ‘Ebn al-Ek$1id,” in Elr.
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. 41) gala al-Shaykh Aba Ja'far Muhammad ibn ‘Al Mazdak adama °llah
lawfigahu. According to an wsnad to be found on the title page of a copy
of Ta'lig Shark al-usil al-khamsa by Isma‘l ibn ‘All al-Farrazadi, this Ibn
Mazdak was a student of Ibn Mattawayh.” Since the wording of the
passage deviates from the usual pattern of gala [al-shaykh] ayyadahu °llah/
adama “llah ‘wliiwahu, Hasan AnsarT has suggested Ibn Mazdak as the
author of the present commentary.”’ The author, possibly Ibn Mazdak,
changed his convention of introducing new chapters throughout the
text at various occasions. Another frequent pattern he employs is to
open a new fas/ with an explanatory note introduced as al-gharad bi-hadha
’l-fasl/bihi al-kalam fi.. .(fol. 35b—37b, 38a, 38b, 39a, 40a, 41a, 41a—42b,
43a—45b, 47a, 92a—100a, 147a—159a, 160b—164b), or to summarize
what has been explained so far and to give the gist of what will now
follow (thumma lamma bayyana rahimahu °llah al-kalam fi. .. bayyana al-kalam
Ji...) (fol. 38a, 38b, 39a, 39b, 40b, 41a, 42b, 164a). At times he simply
indicates what the chapter will be about by the expression fas/ fi. .. (fol.
160a, 160b). In all these cases, the commentator evidently dispenses
with quoting from the original Zadhkira. There are some few occasions
where a chapter starts immediately with the commentary, introduced
as a rule by the imperative i7am (fol. 95a, 95b).

The commentary is concluded by a colophon (fol. 188a, 1. 16-18)
stating that the end of the 7adhkira has been reached (hadha akhir Kitab
al-tadhkira [sic]) and that it (clearly referring to the commentary) was
completed on 26 Shawwal 570/19 May 1175. If indeed the commentary
was dictated by Ibn Mazdak and taken down by a student of his,” the
date as given in the colophon leaves no doubt that the present copy is
not the mustam{’’s autograph.

A full study of the commentary described here still needs to be
undertaken. In order demonstrate the character of the work in juxta-
position to Ibn Mattawayh’s Tadhkira, this contribution will conclude
with editions of the beginning and of the second part of al-gaw! fi
Jana’ al-jawahyr wa-1‘adattha devoted to restoration of substances, as
they appear in both texts (ms. Mahdawt 514, fol. 1b, I. 1-13, 38a,

% See Manakdim, [Ta%lg] Sharh al-usil al-khamsa, p. 24, n. 1; Gimaret, ‘Les usal
al-hamsa,” p. 60fL

2 H. Ansari, ‘Kitabt az maktab-i mutakkiliman-i mu‘tazili Rayy,” Kitab-i mah din
104-106 (1385/2006), pp. 68-75.

% Hasan AnsarT (see previous note) suggests on the basis of the same isnad Isma‘l
ibn ‘Alf al-Farrazads to have been the one who took down the commentary.
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1. 12-39a, 1. 15). In the case of Ibn Mattawayh’s Tadhkira, the edition
prepared by Sami Nasr Lutf and Faysal Badir ‘Awn (Cairo, 1975,
pp. 33-34, 237-247) has been used. Obvious errors in the printed
edition have been silently corrected.
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