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UNIVERSITA DEGLI STUDI DI FIRENZE 

Facolta di lettere e Filosofia 

Giovedi 16 Maggio 1968, alle ore 17, presso la Facolta di 

Lettere e Filosofia - piazza Brunelleschi, 3 - sara conf erita la la u­

rea honor is causa in Lettere al professor 

MILLARD MEISS 
Direnore del Dipanimento di Storia dell'Ane presso lo 

Institute for Advanced Studies a Princeton (U.S.A.) 

La S. V. e invitata a intervenire alla cerimonia. 

Firenze, 9 maggio 1968 

IL PRESIDE 
Ernesto Sestan 

IL RETTORE 
Giacomo Devoto 
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July 25, 196d 

Dear Hill..ad: 

Tbaoka very mueh for Blllllt 
returned herewitll , and the letter to 
Monsieur DuPont. I sure we will 
profit from our improved education. 

Cordially, 

Carl K.ayse:n 

Professor Millard ridsa 
S(:b.ool. of liistorica.l S~udies 
Instit~e for Adva.uced Study 
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July 10, 1968 

Memorandum to Mr. Morgan: 

This will authorize the payment of $132 . 50, 
charged to the Publications Fund, to Marion Anderson, 
721 Brunsrrlck Pike, Princeton, New Jersey, for 26-1/2 
hours of proof reading for Professor Meiss at $5.00 
per hour. 

Ruth E . Bortell 

Bill attached 
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I 

ii. 

Account of the Scholarly Record of 

Millard Meiss 

delivered by Professor Roberto Salvini of 

the University of Florence at the convoca-

tion held for the award of Honorary Litt. D. 

May 16, 1968 

Director's Office: Faculty Files: Box 21: Meiss, Millard, Member, Faculty, Emeritus: School of Historical Studies, 1959-1968 
From the Shelby White and Leon Levy Archives Center, Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, NJ, USA



.na to a Cine inna ti (Ohio) nel 1904, I!Iil lard Meiss, do po av ere s tuciia to f'i·no· 

al conseguimento del B.A ~ all'Universita di Pr~nceton,ottenne nel 1933 il 

titolo di Ph .D. d~ll'Universita di New York. Gia nel 1935 fu assunt o co~e 

Ass is t<:.1.n t Professor all a ColU-"lbia University, dove s ue 1::ess i va:.1ente tenne per 

wolti an..1i la cattedra di Professore Ordin~rio di Belle Arti e A.rcheologi.aL 

Dal 1954 al 1958 fu Professore di Belle ~rti e nel contempo Conservatore 

del ?ogg Ar·t , Kuseua presso 16 Harvard University. Thll l 958 e ?rofessore Or­

din~rLo e Ca po del Diparti~ento di Belle art~ nello Institute for Advanced 

Study a Princeton. Li sua ass unzione a c apo della sezione di storia dell ' ar­

te di questo IstLtuto - destinato,co~'e noto~alla specializz~zione e al per­

fezionanento di studios~ provetti ed anziani - equivale al ~ii.i. alto ricono­

sciJento poss i biie da parte Qel ~ondo accadetlico degli Stati Uniti del va­

lore scientifico della sua opera •. 

La sua attivi t~ di studioso ebbe inizio intorno a l 1930 con 11.!.3. sarie di b -

porta..nti sag5i su probleni di fi:ologia figur~ tiva e di a ttrit uzione nell'~ 

ambito del la pittura tosc~n~ del Duecento e i el ~recento. T~li s taJ i cul=i-

narono in un fond.ct.:i.en tale saggio su ?ranc es co 'l'raini e sul f -:i. :1oso a.ffresc.o 

del Trionfo della ;,~orte nel .:;a:.;ir osa...r1t.o d. i ?is a, c ;: ~ ;;os e su nuove bus 1 q uel-

1' in trica~o ~~oble~a : l'~utore pervenLva inf~tti ~ cistinguere con ~o:to 

actute e con persuasive argo:ientazioni fra le due opere attricuite a l Tr~ini 

d2l Vasari e die~ro di lu~ da tutta i~ critica antica e ~oderna - il trit­

tico di S ..non enic-<>. e la Gloria di. To...::uaso d ' .l.quino - , ..1.cco5liend.o cor.-i.e au­

togr~£a solo la pri:la , fir~at.a. Da l uest.a i~~ ortante precisazione discencev~-

no notevoli ~]profondi~ent:l sulla pitt ura pisana e sulra Aini~t~.:tra, f ondaoen­

t.o ...i su~cessive !'icognizioni sulla ~ i tt;1ra libr aria !.Jisana(ad o:per:J. anche 

di ~ i tri studios i. co:ie t:ario s~::...:::ii e 8-i .;etta :Jalli ?.e gol~ ~ sui s uo i ..lspet:­

ti :;?i·J. O.:"i :?:inaii. ri..?.Ce ::-i::o!:'.:_...?.re fin i a Ora Che un .ill tro .interes ~3..nt.e CO!:-

tritut.o al ~edes i:::.o te::.:ia e st~to di rece._rite recato dal :.:eiss -:- nel 1965 -
[ d i lLl'l "..18 -~ 

attr9.verso l ' es a'":l.e 3.elle .:iL1.i'.lture :i ca r £. ttere trainesco e ~ell' L11-

f erno. ::.i :LJunte c ol co:D.en.to di fr.:ite Guiia d :i. ?isa, l'u.nico co::::.lent.o trece!1-

t esc o tl.l t tord. inedi_to , c:1a il nos tro ?i::az zor!i s i :::.cc in.;e a :.:mtclic::i.re ... 
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Si: tra.tta,~Br c:ue.nto rigua rda eli s tud i.. del priLlO p eriodos. d i l a vori ba .sati 

su di un riGoroso netodo for1:i.J.lis tic o sull ::i. s c1a. degl i or i en t a.::;ienti sottil-

1ente fi:.ologici d i Richa rd O::fner. J,:a a l cli la d i t;ile i~postazione,nel i.~eiss 

t a li ricerche si ani~anQ d i una viva sensibilita per la qual i ta a r tistica e 

per il signific2.t;o estetico delle for.':leJ e gia si inquadrano. in una visione 

s tori:ca di grand e anpi ezza e di ragg io europeu : t anto che ques t i. s tud i 

trova.no_ subit_o coapl e:1ent.o in una s erie di r ic erche sulla d iffusione e sul-

l ' influenza dell ' 3.rt.e i t aliana ,.e segnatament.e t oscana, del Trecento iz1 .A.ustr ia 

e in Spagna . I nol tre proprio de. -:iu este ric erche vol t .e in gran pa.rte a ~rec i­

sazion£ 3ttributive nascono que i vivi interess i iconografic i e iconolo6i c i 

c!le rap_presente:!'~O d i q_ui in~::..nz i uno 2ei fil o.ni. )ill .1arc3.t.i. e . ..:i itl c onti­

nu a ti7i dell ' o~erJ. cri tice. ·del ::eiss . Cos:. in un S:J.t:gio 1:.el 1946 s ui Prii·1i­

t ivi it~li~n± nella collezione di ~onopi¥te , lo s tudi o del ~aestro sene~e _, 

., ~ 1 ~ . t ' . , I~ ., . . ., . ' . -l::I c:. e.t 2. ..:..le a s 1 >::..L r ga c....a un :!' J.. esx1e , r1~co 01 nuo-.ri .:-!•n~ri:ierrti~ :1r,::>bie:-.1a 

:1ell a genes i ci·ell :i Fi8ta i soI .:i.ta , in _u aC.ri e .:~1.u .. :ret t i di ::.:•ittur'=! ' P-voz;iori-=: :!. e , 

l ' i sol.:.rsi. ;. sco..._) o .;. evoz i onale (1.elle ::'i.g;ure _:irinci::,Lli l<..lle s~ene li. c :..r2t-

ter l'? s t.:>ri.c..v 2- e::!..la De9osi zio=re e Je:. :;: -- 1er.to S'l l Ge3 \ ~orto >: in un :::: i..::;::i::'i -

.: .... tivo p ·~::- .::.:!...eli.;;~o ~on l e ori_;L'1:L L:.el t e.13. :ella. ::-. .:onna co"l 3::-..:ib:.._"!o .. 

:,:;;.i. ben pres t u - cert...; sotto la S:;:'in t3. Li. e2.le i:'..4.p~i~:.:..zi•_:1.r::f ~ul tu.rB.I::,£:.losofi-

Sl.~~~""!_ri ·:o i :.-.;,o:r t .::.nte t e::-12. r:. i 2. 2.VOrO , i l :'rior:.-

1i ..,.):i:r~f;)n.iire le ori.;:.ni e le i:·-r~C.i:::..~ioni c: e1::. 1 ~per2. ,: • :::.rt e ::i .;1J.r_· ti-.rc.. 

i:: c ue~o :.e::.e -i"'e:iess e e de2.ie cor.seguerIZ e - . 
'i_ ::_ 1 li. , u 

.... _ ~ ~- ..... to~i·· .. .... , .....,, .... "'"' ..... ,· -~I"\ ... .., ..... ~.) ...... ,· - _1_ -, ... ..., "'1, -, ..... ,,, -~ P ... _ .. .., ·-..... 1· -.-..: ·i~. ·-
-~,;; ~2_ -:'.~- 1. ~ - a ·L-: _ r '::·~~-r;;- ·J. 1 ..l..L-- ;: .•• __ .::, _ -;: _ __ ~-'-''-'-..:. ·;.;:. J .<::l.-<- 1. • . .:..~ • ...:., 

~,, ~ stcri~ ".lell2 soc .iet2 e ove o~co:!'r3. 0.e.;:. i 0vPnti .:.:·o,itic-i : ~en un;. :i-

s 1rr_ ...... ~+ -.. i··~ "' ... -n 11-..., ,_, .... u- 1~1°c::::1· .._ , -; --r+; ·"'01 ~~ ; o....,; e f,_·nez~_,, d L. sf1 1 ..... ."0.tu.::-e, - "' '-·"" "'- "' ~::l. ' .J """- -~-.. \,, !: - "ra..·- ./---.# - -""-"" -~ - --1.. ;...I. :...4---
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.'3 tu~iosi,::.n:.:he t:r .n'ii co·:e , :::ioni<:·110 ,: un J :1kob 3ur~!:he.rdt- e u .. 11. :~=.x D7or.4k , e 

;:ii~ -•ncora stu•lios i.., :;_)Ure as ::.ai s c:>r!' e rispett'lbili ->e ;~tt di orient3.nento 

recu co.le sottotitolo. " Le e..rt.:ii , l:..... reli gione e l a societa sulla ,r...eta U.eI ~ 

Treci:mto" •. In quest;J. oper:..:. d i. V?.St.O r esp i ro , che forse p i li. d i ocni al tra nu 
consacr at.o l e. fa.J.e. intern<...zionale del suo auto.re,. e una a.ttenta e sens ibile 

descriziane del passac::;3io d.elle. l)i ttura fioren t im.l e senese ,nel: 'iconoe;:!:'afi:=. 

e nello stile , -la un a tte2:2;ia::ien·t;.Q "narrati vo" ad un c:. tte_:::?;ian.en to " ri tua.le " ~ 

che f •)rt~ se:1,re di piu , s'ulla ::1et2. 1.eI secoi o, ad tm ' es::.l t a zione della 

'Jhi es :=. er~ in-.rert:e i l ca;-i.-:iino C.ell ' arte da , .. uello ;l"ltr .:!preso con Giot~o e con 

""' .:· :'1 y.L_. lt::=.na e dr?..:~-

::-:.::i.ti:C.3.::. :nello, cul : inc.:.nt.e nel:..3. r ittu.ra e 11€:~. l:..! s ::ultnra 1i _.pr:!"e:=. CrC~Q'l:::., 

ed ·m ' i:1-re :-si·:>21e d i rot.ta. r,:::' i s ::-etto ..::.1 !irccesso :: i l a icizz'.3.zione '1el: ' a.rte e 

·l ella cu:. tur::. . ._~rvi3t.o d:J.11~ 3ene:::- s:..z i one di Giotto. ::~ o£. :u:~~ro 8osi oe~e de-

l~e~ t.o '5.i t.a::..e ..,:rofc·ndo _iuta :er:. to ci. i int.en ti nel c..:i.:rpo d ell::l pi ttu.r:;. e G.e2.l e 

al tre art.i ::'ic,UT3. t.i:Ve f .J. sev..ii.tQ Un 1 ind~gine dott.a ed 3.CCU:::'a t .issina ::li tutte 

1uelle t en<l enze .le:: ,;::iens iero, ::ell2 relic;ione e d it?lla cult.ura , <i i tutt.e quelle 

condizi·on:L delia vi ta ;iubol±.ca e privs. ta, d i ti.;. t.:ti qu e:L n.uta.:aent± sociaii. che 

possono contribuire alla spi egazione o. ~o:i.unque al chiari:.iento deL fenoneno .. 

~osl 1 1 ~ttenzione Jell ' sutore si. 3~osta~. sulie crist ecQn03ic~e che turoano 

?irenz~ e Sien.'.3. a partire dal 1340 e si ;:>.3~::.Ye.no in s.?gui to 2.lia ?este, sr.l-

:e ::i.:it-==.z:..oni. ::_J .:-liti~he e soc iali. ::he ne ct.:::is egu.ono , sullo shoc;r anc~1e ps ic olo-

s1co c~usato dslla .:P"~nde ~oria :el ' ~8 , su:le sue ccnseguenz e suila strutt'.1-

r a sociale dei iue co~un:i., sui loro effet-t:i sulla cultura e sul pensiero~sul 

~i.nnovcrsi e el senti~ento r eli0 ioso in senso ::Ustico e per.itenzi~le. Questo 

licro e un ese:ipio ei:iinente d i ricerc·:i. inter1lisciplinare , nell2 qua.le le =3.na­

lisi ?O~tate sulla situ~zione nei dive r s i c~op~ non sono n~ se~plice~ente 
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7 
giustappost.e n e subordin~te le une ~lle a ltre in ~1odo detercinistico, ma 

si illuminano invece a vicenda, t a lche se le conC:isioni po: i tiche e socio.-e­

cono:Ji.che sono offerte ad illuninazione dei wutahlenti a rtistici, i fenouenf. 

figur::1.ti.vi. sono d' aitra parte presentati in ;:iodo de. contribuire a lore Yol ta 

ad una piu profonda co~prensione delia s ostanza delle situazioni. storiche e 

culturali. Donde l'utilit.8. del librQ non soltant.o per gli storici dell'arte/ 

oa anche per i cultori. di quelle diverse stori.e la cui sint.es i. ha nor:i.e da 

pi:u di un secolo "Kul turgeschicht.e" •. Approfondi t .e indagin± iconografico-sti_­

list±ch.e sugli a ffreschi. di dildrea Bonajuti nel Cappellone degii Spagnoli.,> 

sul nuovo ~ondo di i ::lllagini pittoriche suscitate dalle vision~ e d2lle predi-

che di S •. Gaterina da Siena,una storia del te::::ta iconografico della, ~:adonna 

dell 'Uoil ta in ra:PlJo::-ot.o col'} i. suoi signi:ficatf. ideologic·i,nonche U...'1 agiJ:e 

sagbio sulle opere tarde del 3occaccio e sui loro possibili. rap?orti. con 

l'arte fi 2,urativa forni:scono,~~ a conclus ione Ci.el libro,,un3. serie d i riproye 

d ell.a tesi generaie .. 

I1' origin·.lli.ta del u.etod.o cri tico del i;:eiss 3.n.:!he nelie ricerche di ca.r8.ttere 

piu sp=cifica.::i.ente iconologic.o. nei c~nfronti C.ella L!leri t~ .1ent.e i llu stra .scuo­

la icono:ogica d i Londr.a - 2nch'essa cos~ :econda di .;1..lti risult:.iti s cienti.-

fici - c.;,ns i ste :iel :'a. ttm che ..ientre 1uesta si £erra d.e:: 'opera. 1.'arte,stu­

dia. ta nella. SU.l iconogr'°"fi.E., c o:ie di un d.ocu:::i.e:::i to Ji tend.enz e cul ture..li. e 

i deolog iche, il ~eiss cercG costan~e~ente ai f a r concorrere la va.st?. ~esse 

dei risultdti delle sue ind~gini icon~:ogiche ~nc~e al chia.ri~en~o cie i va­

lori es ~ ressivi dell'opera d 'arte : t~lch~ vengono a c~dera quelle riserve 

che la critica ital i-ana,es"!?ress::la.ent.e o piu spesso e silentio, suole nutrire 

nei confronti Qe i pur t~n~o util i studi d i orienta~ento iconolog ico. 0os)icui 

es e ::.1~t d. i iuest..:. .)!'i~inali ta d i :::.etodo sono, fro. l 'al tro ,_il volu:ietto su:. 

"Giotto ed .Ass isi." (:..96C).,il s.:a.3gio su 11 :c1. luce co::i.e for~a e co:ie si::ibo2.o in 

alcuni C.i?inti riel ~u::;.ttrocento", il saggio e i2. volu::ie sul "S .2r::?..ncesc.o (li 

Giova~_li. 3ellL~i!',:~ se~ie de i saggi,sc~lati =~d il 1941 e il 1S66 sulla 

paia d ' a.ltare d.ipinta da Piere della .?r~ncesca per ?eJ.lerico di i.:ontefeltro, 

lo stu:J.io C.e l l963 sulla "cou.posizio:ie circolaren C.e l Tri.but.o d i. :.:asaccio • . 
In tutti. q_ues ti studt il signi£ica t.o inl...:.c;.;.t.o aotti:L::ient.e, '.lel t 2::a icono~;.-
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fico con tutte le sue i~pl icozionL cul~~rali e i de ol oe iche e messo in s i gni­

ficante r~pporto con i r isulta t i d i una rinnovd t a ea arprofon dita lett ura 

dell ' opera nei s uoL ~spetti for~al±,e propi o dd t a l i approfondi~enti criti­

ci-. d i s c en dono tal vol ta - come nel C il.SO della :p.:..la cli ? i ero. della :?rancesca -

precisazioni sulia origin~ria des tin~zione e ~uindi sulla d~tazione del l' o­

per a , nonche sulla sua collocazione storica in r apport.a. cmche con. l' d.rte fi.9.n-

minga •. 

A ~uesto pun to e necessario rileva r e co~e le. s.._J icca. t.a a tti tudine del :t.:eiss a 

cogliere l ' opera d ' art e per cosi dire in tutte le sue " d i ='-.ens i oni" lo 8.bbia 

p iu d ' una volt•;1. portat.o a concentra re l ' a tten z io!ie s ugl i a.spetti tecnic.i : _ne 

e es e~pio e~inent.c il volune , co~posto in coll~borazione con un maestro deI re-

stauro c .:>::ie Leonello Tinto..!'i, s ugl i a ffreschi Llella Ie3;.:;~nd.a di " S . Francesco 

n~lL~ b::.s i ,_ i cd. s uperi ore di· _lse i s i, dove l 1.uccur2-tiss i-1»6" 2s~:ie della su;ierfic i e 

d ipint~ e del:e suture ~ell ' intonaco h& port~to • notev~l i ~ ·1i~ri 1enti e a e 

s copert e su:: a t ec~ica usa~a da ~ue i J i ~t~ri ~ , i-~:DO.i:'t.-.nti con~lus ioni :=ul-

l a cron 0lo_;i.c. ir.1; 2r:::.J. iel c iclo . 

~i~ce tutt~via ~i rilev~re c~_e l c ]r::mun z i::. tiss i _1e c .:. ... 1;.1.c it2. r2. el :.:e :.ss 

le in1l~ .si!:i. " E::i.1.J • .::. i t e " non si .no :.:ie.i riuscite '-- (1e7L!.:rla --~ X's o :.1 ic erc:1e tro;;0 
. rf 

~c.rtico1... c.riV:::..ne :i ~e a t ess e e , 3. ~ .... unto ,,c i st:-e1; t.a e:t."Udizione ,, e co-:~ a. I contra-

r i o i suoi ir_ter<:ss i ·i i s tudios o_ si sic.no ai pref erenza ~;i-~1L'1~ 2.t.L vers o ::.lctr-

cento =iorent ino e ven.eto,l~ ~ittura fr~ncese J el t~rdo ~e~ioevo ,,I~ ;ittura 

=-ian:iing~ <:i el r: uattrocenta . Su ques t .' ultino t.e.J.a appa jono pa.rt icol.::.r::tente_ 

O.egni d.i ::::ienzione i l s.:iggio sul c2.rdiJ1;;le _.\l be rgat.i e l ;. •:::ronologia l ei.. ri-

t:::-c. tt.i d. i .ran -.ran =trek e l a relazione congressuale s u n J e.n van 3yck e il ~i­

n-:-:.sc L!ent o i_-:al i ano" .. -~"bbis.::o .J.:iesso d i. e.ccenn.ire a. :iol ti a l t::-i s aggi , pu-bbli-

,1].• 'I": Q J"'P <7].·-q 11) Q ..... - ..&.. .. __ _ ~ 

in :::'o!"7J.:;. \i i ·1rti..c olo (co'J.e :_1.lel:o ,zi ova.nile c:"P. i :entifica il cos i c,detto Ue;:'J ­

:ino :.or en zet.ti. con 3arto:o:ieo :::ulg-::.rini, .;_l.~el:o su :J.lcuni.. 9.:::rescn c:..;.vall i.­

n i .ini in .?rancia, s u un Duccio ine.i i to, su -:.u~ -ctro nuovi pannelli elf. ~orenzo 

:.:onaco , s u ~ ..... nuova i.:adonna del Traini) ci i ca.rattere piu tradizionalaente 

filol ogico o :;>iu stre tta"J.e~t.e ic.)no:o5ico ~o ~e i 1::.ue r ecent.i e i ::i:iortanti ~ 

saggi.. sulle :io d. i ::iche apportate c::.l pri:ii ti-ro ::_J ro5Ta:n:ia :i eI. trr.ttico d i_ t,:asa-
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lino per S .. naria Kaggiore e quello dal ti t .olo "Sleep in Venice : ancient. 

· ?.1yths and Renaissance proclivities" , per so.ffer!!larc:i piu a lungo sui lavo-

ri di pii.l 3.::lpio respiro e di piu a l ta original i ta di metodo •. i,Ia e pure in­

dispensabile ricorda re, per l'iD.portanza dell~ sua nuova prospettiva storica
1 

il saggio nel qua.le un gruppo di t avolet.t.e d i cultura senese-:.iartiniana e 
convincenteuen t.e accostat.o alle ~iniature della n irabile Bible moralisee 

della E4iblioteca Nazionale di ~igi.,c~e appartenne a Luiei II d'~.ngio : 
\ 

col che il I.1eiss ha :::iostrat .o. l'esistenz · Napoli ·di una cul tura art.is tica 

1 al~a carte angioina nal oga a quella franceseJ ed ha gettat.o nuova luce sul­

l' anbiente napoleta.no co.I!le centre C.'incontro di cultura figurativa senese e 

francese •. 

Alla pi ttura :i'rancese del t ardo nedioevo il 1,:eiss va dedicando. un' opera di 

gre:.nde respi·ro,prevista L--1 ben quattro nutri tis s i ::i.i volU.Bi acconpagne.t.i da 

altrettantf.. voltllli di illustra zioni. E' usci~o l'anno scorso,per Katale~ 

il pri:l.o di que~ti voluw.i e l' autnre sta in questi giorni correggendo le 

bozze del secondo. L'opera intera si accentra sulla personal ita di un nece­

nate d'ecc.ezione,il Duca Jean de .!3err;y : non solo perch2 cuest.i fu i1. co:-2..nt­

tente di. tutti i .oag3iori. codi~i ::::i.inis t± del te.::lpo_, ::i.a a.nche 9erche l ' a rt.a: 

tutta di quel periodo fu arte di carte e l a sua sosta...~za non puo essere sta­

rica~en te intesa se non tenendo neI dovut.o cont.o la personalita del Duca e 

le vicende e gli aspett.i dell3. Yi t.a/ a 2..2. 2. sua cort.e. Gia cues to prbo -rolu=.e 

do;::.in-3. un ::.ateris.le vastissi.:lo (bs.st.i: dire che il corpus G.elle t:::.vole co:r:­

tiene ben 845 illustrazioni) e diacute e risolve una qu~ntita di ?roble3.i. 

fi:!.ologi.c.£ e di a.ttr;buzione in un c~po quant..o al tri ::.ai irt:o. di difficolta. 

La ::iiniatur=:!.,e ~u3.Ilto sussiate dell :a. pittura su tavola,.e i:::i.dagat:a.,pe::- q_ue-

s to peri .J::..o e ~uc:s to 2.--:bi.ar: t.e ,,sott.o il pro.:i::.. o i·J onogr£Lfico ed artistic~ : 

::;'.)ree;iudiziale d.l ~ O StU1.:. io d. -=l:'._ I Ope:!:3.. d e:: '3 :!in:60l::! :J.filiB.tOri ,: :;?i ttor± e in-

::3.tt.i l'ind.:;.gir:e - di S)l i t0 ~r::iscur-=..ta :iei nost:ri" s ti..idi - del: e difficolt.2. 

c:ie .:. =!_Uesti si p!'e::oe-:it :::.Y2.2'.l:O ~el:!.' :::.ff::-~~tc...re i r:uovi te::U :-ichies ti. dal:'...' ::::-

che ~ifettavano di tr~d i z ione iconogr~fic~ . E l'~utore ricost~isce 2ncne 

d.a r:_uest:> _::iu..1-co ~i visi.o1 illustr::i.ti~ro, t:;nto connesso ~l.:'...a cu::..tura. letter:=.-

ria,,con _-J.ol t ;J. puzienzc.. e co!l :::.ol to ..iC1...l.:le L~ .;enesi. stessa d i ':l.lcuni. dei. 
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piu f~:~osi car-ol~vori della pittur a l i braria . Al te~po stesso eglL e atten­

tissir.i '.) al le vicende stilisticb.e e rec a V3.lidi con tri·but.i a l l o stu:1io delle 

relazionji ~::-tistiche del l a ?r2.ncia corr le Fia n:ire ,Ja 3oemie. , l'Italia . Sf 

tr::!. t ta inso :.l.!1.2 di un' i ndagine ?!'Ofondo. e d i a.~]l issi::10 r espi:-o su uno dei 

temi piu problematicI d i tutta l~ sto!'ia dell ' arte,~ffrontato con novita di 

i::::ipost::i.zione, "'.1e ttendo :nagi s tra L.1ente tJ. frut_to i risul t a ti d i riccrche st.ori­

che e sociologicbe,iconograficbe e stilis tiche nel qu~dro di una acutissin3 

ricostruzione del clina. cultu.ra ie,in vista della definizione dei val OTL pill 

propria':lente arti:stic i delle op ere d ' arte. Quest,0 studio non n·J.nchera di 

susci t a.re inport~nti c!1i8.ri.r:lent:i su tutt;,j. l a st.oria , anc ora. da scriv-ere ,:C.el. 

"Gotico cos:.:iopolita.no" neg~i a l tri paes:i! d ' 31.l.ropar.Italia co:n.presa .. r.1s con 

la sua v2stiss i na docunent~zione sulla bibliot ec~ del Due~ di 3erry , d ell~ 

quale riesce a ricostruire l' intero catalogo t;e su tutte le opere d ' art.a da 

lui co~esse, e c"on le finissi::ie ed approfondii;e osserva zioni sugli o::-ienta-

::::!lenti' culturali e sul gust.o di quel :iecenat.e port:a un c ontributo eccezionaie 

alla storia della cul turc. e della civil ta L!.ell' a..':loiente e d ell' epoc-a . 

!~on si ;>uo c~iudere questa. cursoria e l;J.rga-:ient~ inco::i.:pleta r :::.s s egna dell±=~-

produzione scientific a ie~ :~ei.ss senz:;. a.ccennare =:.beno ai.: 'op e:-:. ct.~ egli 

y a co:npiendo,in C.ue voluni,_in coll.=..!:lora zione col d?.Il tistE S ingleton,su i. :lE.-

noscri tti. :.iiniat.i-' l ell a :Divin2. :;o.=..-:iediE. . 

Conc J..uienG.o ,.L=. ?e.col ta d. i ::.ettere e :?iloso::'ie. dell ''Cni-..rers i ta <i i :?U'enze e 
~~ 

:partico:'...c.r:'.:!ente lieta j f jn c ~ ~.,i-e ..: . .:-1, -~a::-e~ ·onorie .:;.cts-a-uno stuJ.i:oso 

cb.e, ?u.:r ~.rersato c o::ie :pocni. :a.l.t!:i nel:e r~ erclle della :?Ht strenu.2. fiI ologi:;., 

pu:' si co::e~a 2e~ i · ~~piezza ,lQ ~rofondita Q8 i suoi. interess L e lo spiri.to 

di sintesi · ,~ul tur 3.le de:::.e s ue o:pere :::i·~s£;iori. ;;:.l :'...d. ~:3.nd.e s toriog:-:ifia e.rti-

t . , .. . - . . s J.C2. C:. L in:.lrlZZ O storico- e!ult'..lrale G.ell ' Ottocent.o e -=.e l pri::lo ::tovecento 7: 

evitan~o :a secche d i ~u el. so:~ s tic ~ to ed 3nche r~f~ina~o , ~a ~1=-~ fine ariJ o 

filolo ,;is:-:o :!:1e c -::.r :=.tteri~3a 1 -;.rg:::. ?arte :legli s tuO. i s torico- s rtis tic i d e: 

nostro tenpo. 

Al di la dell ' J.ttivi ta scientifiC:3.,c:1.e ::1U.!'e insufficiente::;iente si e cerca t-o 

d i de~ineare,n~n ?OSSi3-~o , qui a ?irenze,;ion s otto:in~e.r e che l'Italia e l~ 

no st~a. ~i.t:t2. h . .:::.nno p:3.rticol:::?.ri. .J.eb i ti .::. i riconosce:iz a verso ::r~ .. 2. ·:.i.rd. ;,:e i ss 
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per l'opera generoBa da lui svolta in due diverse dra."'1.~atiche occasioni per 

il s::i.lvataggi.o. O.el;epatri"r:1onio artistico i t9.liano . Gia insi.:;nit.u della "Stel­

l a iiella Solidarieta" nel 1948 per l'opera cla lui svoltc:. in guerre.. e neL do-

pogu.erra i ::-J.D.ediat.o , e8li ha dat .o or ora un contribute essenziaie al s occorso 

dei. ~en£ culturali. e delle opere d'arte danneggi ate dall'alluvione . Giunto a 

Firenze nell'ottobre del 1966~ per un periodo di tranquiIIo studi.o nelI 'Isti­

tuto harvardiano dei Tatti,egli non esito do~o il 4 nove~bre a rinunzi~re 
l-<,t.r 

total !.lente al 1:::. t.ra.n q_uilli ta degli studt e del ~:i .:: b:~ · sog~iorno sui colli 

di settie;nano per dGrai aniru~ e corpo all'org2.D.izzazione dei soccorsi , ~uale 
-U'- {'/-tJ.JKA, I 

Pres idente deL C~Ii, di~ostr'1ndo sul piano dell' azi one quello s tesso attac-
A ' 

car.i.ent:o a.i valori dell' arte e della civilta del nos tro ;iaese e della nos tra 

ci tta che s.vevano ispira t .o ed ispir2.D.O le:. sua opera. di_ studioso . 
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May 8, 1968 

Dear Millard: 

I trust this finds you and Miggie rested and 
relSJCed in the fnm.iliar setting of I Tatti. 

I bad a long talk with Gerda this week about a 
variety of matters, mostly centering on the question of the 
volume of letters. She volunteered to do the editorial job 
herself and asked mo whether I thought this would raise any 
problems. In what I hope was a tactful way, I pointed out 
first the question of detachment; second> and more important, 
the risk that she might get into a long run relationship 
with the Institute which would be difficuit on both sides. 
It would not be a proper job for her, and it might put us 
in a position where ~.,e would find it embarrassing to terminate 
it. She recognized the merit of this and quoted Pan on the 
virtue of the Institute rule of not appointing anyone who did 
not have some place to go back to and a finite term to his 
appointment. We agreed that, 1£ she did not do it> whoever 
was selected for the editorial responsibility 't4'ould hnve to 
be a person of wide learning Who had known Pan well and who 
knew some of his circle of friends and correspondents and who 
was personally perceptive with respect to the relationships 
involved. Gerda showed some continuing no:xiety about her 
own ability to control just what would be done. 

In the end we agreed that we should talk about this 
matter again when you return. 

Annette joins me in greetings to both of you. 

Professor Millard Meiss 
Villa I Tatti 
'Florence> Italy 

cc: Panofsky File 

Cordially, 

Carl Kaysen 
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April 29, 1968 

Dear Hillard: 

I am pleased to inform you that 
the Trustees approved my recommendation that 
you be granted two months' leave without pay 
in the spring of next year to allow you to go 
to I Tatti. 

Cordially, 

Carl Kaysen 

Professor Millard Meiss 
Institute for Advanced Study 

cc~ Mr. Morgan 

Note to Mr. Morgan: Let's continue paying 
all the benefits. 

C.K. 
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January 18, 1968 

Dear Ml l lard: 

What we agreed on in our conver­
s at1 on Monday was that you would request two 
months' leave without pay in the spring of 
1968-69 with the expectation that Harvard 
would be COtnfensa ting you for four months' 
stay at I Tatti. This I think I described 
as splitting the difference. 

Cordj a lly, 

Carl Kaysen 

Professor Millard Meiss 
Institute for Advanced Study 
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THE DIRECTOR 

THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY 
PRINCETON, NEW JERSEY 08 540 

Telephonc-609-924-4400 

Memorandum for File: 

Conversation of Professor Meiss with Dr. Kaysen in 
the Director's Office 3:30 p.m. Monday, January 15, 1968 

Professor Meiss asked for an appropriate leave 
of absence for part of next year in order to accept an 
offer from Harvard to spend a period as Acting Director 
at I Tatti. Har vard would like Professor Meiss to be 
there from March through June, 1969, and would pay him 
accordingl y . We a greed that an appropriate l eave would 
be two months, s p litting the difference, so to s peak, m 
t he additional income. 

I a greed that I would recorrnnend to the Board at 
their April meeting that Profes sor Meiss be granted l eave 
without pay for two months in order to accept this a ppoint­
ment, and I assured Profes sor Meiss that he could count 
on the Board's s o doing . 

Car~n 
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THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY 

PRINCETON, NEW JERSEY 08540 

SCHOOL OF HISTORICAL STUDIES 

January 26, 1968 

Professor Carl Kaysen, Director 
Institute for Advanced Study 

Dear Carl, 

Yes, as I thought. Very generous. 

Thank you. 

Millard Meiss 

MM: le 
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THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY 

PRINCETON, l'<'E.W JERSEY 08540 

SCHOOL OF HISTORICAL STUDIES 

August 30 , 19o7 

Mrs . Barnett, 

This is just to say that Mlle . Marie-Ther~se 
d'Alverny will wish to occupy a room in the 
village from September 7 throu~h September 12. 

I suggest that an order from Toto to provide 
breakfast for her would be very welco.~e . 

Thank you for t:laking the arrangements . 

cc:Kaysen 
MM: le 

Millard Meiss 
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August 23, 1967 

lmMORANDUM FOR FIIB 

Conversation v:lth Professor Meiss , 10:00 o.m. August l3. 1967, 

in the Director's Office 

I agTeed that Professor Meiss might be absent for 
approximately two weeks in term time. 25 September to 
7 October, to nttend the t~ternationsl Congress on Giotto, 
and to visit vi.th art historians in connection with that 
Congress . 

Professor Meies also ~ i~ d t1e question of in­
viting Senor Procnccio, the Director of MuseUlllS of Florence, 
as a visitor. I caid this mis entirely a matter for the 
School to decide, and that there was ample money in the 
budget in the Visitors Fund. 

Carl Koy en 
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April 4, 1967 

Dear Millard, 

This was just a routine meeting but I thought you 

would like to have the minutes of it. The Hofstadter matter 

should come t o a head within a couple of weeks. If he is at 

all interested in coming I shall let you know. 

There is little chance of our arriving in Florence prior 

to your departure, although I think things are a little better 

at home. 

My best to Miggy, 

Professor Millard Meiss 
Villa I Tatti 
Via di Vincigliata 
Firenze, Italia 

enclosure 

As eyer, 
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VILLA I TATTI 

THE H A RVARD U N IVERSITY C ENTER 
FOR ITALIAN RE N AISSANC E STUDIES 

20 March 1967 

Miss Elizabeth Horton 
Institute for Advanced Study 
Princeton, New Jersey 

Dear Betty: 

Via di Vincigliata 
Florence, Italy 

tel. 603.251 

You are quite right: I prefer not to send applica­
tion forms to senior art historians unless I can foresee 
that there is a place for them. Neither of the men you 
mention are quite in that category, so that the tangle 
is not major. I do hope , therefore , you will withdraw 
your resignation. If you don't I won ' t come home. 

In answer to your question about future procedure 
I can say simply that I would like to see, wherever I am, 
all inquiries of art historians about membership. 

Millard Meiss 

MM : gr 

Director's Office: Faculty Files: Box 21: Meiss, Millard, Member, Faculty, Emeritus: School of Historical Studies, 1959-1968 
From the Shelby White and Leon Levy Archives Center, Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, NJ, USA



March 9 > 1967 

Dear Millard: 

In the weeks aince I urote, a great deal has 
happened here as you know. Robert' s death mu; reslly rather 
sudden in the sense that a month ago one would not have 
thought things wera so near the end. On the other hand, he 
was at a Nacural Sciences Faculty meeting the week before 
he died, and it w~s frightening to see him. In all this 
bis cournge, grace, and ability - when he desired - to 
refrain from nhowing his wourtde to the world Qhowed up at 
their best. We had a Memorial Service for him in Alexander 
Hall. Bans Bethe, Harry Smyth, and George Kennan spoke 
very movingly. I was especially pleased that Bethe spoke 
of Robert as a physicist, so that the world was not left 
with a picture of him as purely a public man and a public 
victim, but got some reflection of the great contribution 
he had made to his science. 

The rains and flood waters seem to be receding 
here as they have nlreacly receded in Florence, and life goes 
on calmly. Some.time we might gossir about my great confronta­
tion with your distinguiched colleague (emeritu5) on the is sue 
of Foltiny, but that in a tale for telling and not ~rrit1ng. 

I hope Mrn. Kiro.ch has arrived saf~ly and i s 
proving a pm1erful help to you 

Annette joins in regards to you and Miggi~. 

Professor Millard Meiss 
Villa I Tat ti 
Florence , Italy 

Cordially, 

Carl Kaysen 
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VILLA I TATTI 
THE HARV ARD UNIVER S ITY CE NT ER 

FOR I T ALIA N R ENAI SSAN CE S T U DIE S 

Professor Marshal l Clagett 
School of Historical Studies 
The Institute for Advanced Study 
Princeton , New Jersey 

Dear Marshall : 

1 March 1967 

Via di Vincigliata 
Florence, Italy 

tel. 603.251 

Thank you for the minutes of the meeting and for your 
friendly note . I do appreciate your readiness to keep i n 
mind~ thoughts about assistants. I am wholly in accord with 
all the decisions reached at t he meeting . 

Being both admi ni strator for Fl orence and chairman of 
the Committee that se l ects projects I shal l soon have to go 
to Montecat i ni and r ehabi l itate myself . I do hope t hat your 
fami l y worri es diminish , and t hat you fee l i n a positi on to 
make the pl ans that you want f or next year . 

Warmes t t hanks . 

Faithfully yours , 

MM : gr 

- --- - - -
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VILLA I TATTI 

THE HARVARD UNIVER S ITY CENTER 

FOR ITALI AN R EN AISSANCE STUDIES 

Professor Carl Kaysen 
Director 
Institute for Advanced Study 
Princeton , New Jersey 

Dear Carl : 

15 February 1967 

Via di Vincigliata 
Florence, Italy 

tel. 603.251 

I have been rather dejected by Kitzinger's decision. I 
agree that his choice implies little about our attractiveness . 
When we go after the very best man the risks are bound to be 
considerable. 

Thank you very much for your statement about research 
assistants . I appreciate the allowance for exceptional cases . 
I am very sympathetic to the establishment of rules but I hope 
we can always preserve the freedom that is possible only in a 
small institution, and that is I think so precious. 

We have already become used to the discomforts of 
life , but we do not have ;:,.o contend with snow. Plenty 
things , though . w lh uh~ i& MA1&vjd/ 

Best to both of you from both of us. 

Millard Meiss 

MM :gr 

European 
of other 
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Febru&ry 10, 1967 

Dear Millnrd: 

Ernst it%inger m:-de the decision you pre­
dicted s you know e nd will go to H8rv~rd. I resrct 
very much that he did so but do not f el th t his 
choice reflects on u s in ~ny ~-y. 

y w y of ho ing you~ t you re misning. 
U ~ttscb e n effus ion on Foltiny ·nd rel tcd tters . 
If you find ~nything in this r~isac question in 
your mind, I would ccrtcinly F.ppreci te herring f rom 
you. It seem to me th;t the kind of problem you ~nd 
I dt~cussed in r el P. tion to Mr • Kir ch could perfectly 
~ell be fitted within the fonnuls I suggest. 

Aside from two feet of snow, Princeton hna 
provided no urpri&P.9 s ince you left. I truot I Tntti 
is ~eing similarly ~ greeDble 4aid th t you are finding 
Florence returning to comething near its normal s t ate. 

Annette joins me in warmes t greetings to you 
and Miggie. 

Professor Millard ~teiss 
Villa I Tatti 
via di Vinci~lieta 
Florence, It<ly 

Enclosures 

Cordi~lly, 

Cnrl Kaysen 
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THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY, Princeton, New Jersey 
Oft1ce of t he Director © @ 

cc: Professor Meiss 
Mrs. Barnett 
Mr. Morgan 
Miss Horton 

January 9, 1967 

Dea M I s. Ki ... sch: 

On the 1 ecommendation of P ofesso r Meiss. 
I am plea&ed formally to offe ?' you an extension of your 
appointment in the School of Histo.:ical S tudies of the 
Institute for Advanced Study, as .1."\.e search Assistant to 
Professor Meiss from J1.1ly 1 1967 to June 30 1968. 
•l(e c:an make available to you a sala .. :y of $7, SOO fo ... 
the yea, . 

With all good wishes, 

Sincerely your s , 

Carl haysen 

M s . Edith Ki r sch 
The Ins titutt: for Advanced Study 
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Ti"!-7 INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY, Princeton, New Jersey 
Ofh~e of t he Director 

MEMORANDUM FOR FILE 

December 23. 1966 

Conversation with Professor Meiss in the Director's Office on 
December ZZ at 10:30 a. m. 

Professor Meiss .t.'aised with me several questions about 
the status of Mrs. Edith W. Kirsch, hie present Research Assistant. 
Mrs. I<irsch has been here for five and a half years. When •he 
started working for Meiss she was the wife of a Princeton professor; 
she is now divorced and, being childless, is very much a full time 
member of the labor market. She had originally started out in 
English Literature, and Meiss praised her ability and accomplish­
ments both in this field and in Art History. Her contribution to 
Meies 1s present book is so great that Meiss thinks seriously of 
putting her name on the title page. 

M r s . Kirsch would like to get a Ph.D. in Art History at 
Princeton, but some difficulty has a.risen concerning their willing­
ness to accept her as a part-time graduate student. The pre sent 
level of work she does for Meiss would not be consistent with he r 
being a full time student. The difficulty apparently lies in the 
Graduate School office rather than in the Department of A.rt which 
would be perfectly happy to have Mrs. Kirsch on a par t-time basis. 
I suggested to Meiss that perhaps some proposal made Jointly by 
Coffin (the head of the Art Department) and him to the Graduate School 
with the following elements might be acceptable: 

(1) Mrs. Kirsch should get the equivalent of one course 
credit per term for her work with Meiss. 

(Z) l n this coming academic year she should take two 
courses (including her work with Meiss) and in the year 
or years following. three courses, i.e. full time. 

If this failed, I promised to be helpful in whatever way I could 
(n. b., I did not indicate to Mei~s that I had had a conversation 
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n ... ,i INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY, Princeton, New Jersey 
Office of t he Di rector 

with Prof. Benacerraf on this subject and responded sympathetic­
ally to their difficulties in dealing with part-time graduate students. 
It was in the light of that conversation that I made my suggestion). 

Meiss then raised the question of increasing Mrs. Kirech's 
pay to $8, 000. I flatly refused to consider this, making the point 
that there was a fixed level for an Assistant, and it was better to 
stay with it. The few exceptional cases, euch as Foltiny's involved 
more senior people who all had Ph.D. s and an independent scholarly 
output. I furthe r ma.de the point that keeping Mrs. Kirsch as a part­
time student, part-time assistant over a long period was simply not 
fair to her, and here again emphasbed the Foltiny precedent and my 
own determination to prevent this situation from recurring, mention­
ing the suggestion I had :nade to Professor Clagett that the History 
Faculty expres• its being in favor o! a three year term for assistants 
with at most one renewal barring highly exceptional circumstances. 
In general, I made it clear that 1 saw no gains and many losses from 
creating new non-professional permanent members of the Institute, 
with a variety of stipend as a means of accommodating the under­
standable desires of the faculty to keep assistants around as convenient. 
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THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY 
PRINCETON, NEW JERSEY 

OFFICE OF THE DillECTOll. 20 October 1966 

MEMORANDUM TO FILE 

In a conversation with Professor Meiss, I agreed that Y.trs . Kirsch 
may go to I Tatti with him this spring, and continue to be paid out 
of Institute funds, as his assistant . Professor Meiss will be 
responsible for her travel expenses . 

Copy to: Mr . Morgan 
Mrs . Barnett 
Miss Horton 

(!J!_ . 
Carl Kaysen 
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THE INSTITUTE FOR ADV AN CED STUDY 

PRINCETON, NE'W JERSEY 08540 

SCHOOL OF HISTORICAL STUDIES 

May 19, 1966 

Dr. Robert Oppenheimer 
The Inst itute for Advanced Study 

Dear Robert, 

The Harvard Corporation has approved 
the appointment and I shall t herefore be 
at I Tatti from February through June 1967 . 

With best wishes, 

~JJvl 
Millard Meiss 

MM:ek 
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THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY, Princeton, New Jersey 
Office of the Director 

Dear Millard: 

11 i'fo.y 1966 

Thank you for your letter of May Sth asking for a 
leave of absence for the spring term of 1967, to enable 
you to sene as Acting Director at I Tatti. A.a we let you 
know, I recommended this to the Board, and they have now 
approved your leave of absence. 

I hope that it will be a fruitful and pleasant 
sojourn. 

With good wishes, 

Robert Oppenheimer 

Professor Millard Meiss 
The Institute for Advanced Study 
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THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY 
PRINCETON, NEW JERSEY 08540 

SCHOOL OF HISTOR1CAL STUDIES 

May 5, 1966 

Dr. Robert Oppenheimer 
The Institute for Advanced Study 

Dear Robert , 

Harvard has asked me to serve as Acting Director of the Center 
for Italian Renaissance Studies at Villa I Tatti during the spring term 
of the coming academic year. I have just received a formal but not yet 
definitive letter from President Pusey; the appointment requires t he usual 
approval of the Overseers. I hope that the Institute for Advanced Study 
will find it possible to grant me a leave of absence, because I should like 
to accept this invitation and I have informed President Pusey that I would 
request a leave. 

I should expect of course to relinquish my salary for the second half 
of the academic year; Harvard will take that on . I have also made clear 
that I would remain in Princeton to welcome the historians of art who arrive 
for the second semester . I shall not in other words leave before early 
February and possibly even a little later. 

I natural l y would regret absence during the latter part of the first 
year of a new Director. Except for a coup l e of weeks in Europe, however, 
I shall be in continuous residence in Princeton f rom now until February ' 67 , 
and back again in Princeton in the sunnner of that year . The months at 
I Tatti would not only be extremely useful for my work, which is now centered 
on Florencejbut would serve to strengthen links between t he I nstitute for 
Advanced Study and myself with European scholars and with Harvard, whose 
centers at the Fogg and in I Tatti compose an important segment of my discipline. 
You will r ecall that I expressed my interest in the new Harvard institute at 
I Tatti, and of the possibility that I might want to go there for limited 
periods of time, in my letter of acceptance of a professorship at the Institute. 

Faithfully yours, 

tktt~ 
Millard Meiss 

MM:ek 
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On t he leave of absence for Pr ofessor Meiss 
for the second term of the ocademic year 
1966-1967, I 

Please r eturn to 
Director ' s Office 
Institute for Advanced Study 
Princeton, New Jersey 

Signed 

Date 

approve __ v __ 
disapor ove __ 
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VOTE SHEET 

On t.he leave of absence for Professor Meiss 
for the second term of theecademic year 
1966- 1967 , I 

Please return to 
Director ' s Office 
Institute for Advanced Study 
Princeton, New Jer sey 

approve __ _ 

disaporove __ 
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VOTE S!IBET 

On the leave of absence for Professor Mei ss 
for the second term of the ccademic yea:r v 
1966-1967 , I approve f' 

Please return to 
Director's Office 
Institute for Advanced Study 
Princeton, New Jer sey 

Date ~~ \ - .. '°'C.f-
\ 
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VOTE SHEET 

On the leave of absence for Pr ofessor Mei ss 
for the s econd term of the ocademic year 
1966-1967, I 

Pl ease return to 
Director ' s Office 
I nstitute for Advanced Study 
Princeton , New Jer sey 

Signed 

Date 

appr ove __ / __ 

disapnrove __ 

isZ~ 
Harold F. L inder 

May 9. 1966 
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VOTE S!-JEET 

On t he leave of absence for Profe~sor Meiss 
for the second term of the a::ademic year 
1966-1967, I 

Flease return to 
[lircctor ' s Office 
Ins t itute for Advanced Study 
Princeton, New Jer sey 

Signed 

Date 

approve _ _ v __ 
disapnr ove 

~Yv~LN\ 
lihAM"( I 0 I & (o 

Director's Office: Faculty Files: Box 21: Meiss, Millard, Member, Faculty, Emeritus: School of Historical Studies, 1959-1968 
From the Shelby White and Leon Levy Archives Center, Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, NJ, USA



VOTE S!-IF...ET 

On the leave of absence for Pr ofessor Meiss 
for the second term of the a::ademic year 
1966- 1967, I approve J( ----

disapnrove __ 

Signe~ 
Date -~. ~ c k { 

Please return to 
Director ' s Office 
Institute for Advanced Study 
Princeton, New Jer sey 

I I 
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VOTE SHEET 

On t.he leave of absence for Pr ofessor Mei ss 
for the second t erm of t he a;ademic year 
1966-1967 , I 

Please return to 
Director ' s Offi ce 
Institute for Advanced Study 
Princeton, New Je r sey 

J appr ove ___ _ 

disaporove __ 

Director's Office: Faculty Files: Box 21: Meiss, Millard, Member, Faculty, Emeritus: School of Historical Studies, 1959-1968 
From the Shelby White and Leon Levy Archives Center, Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, NJ, USA



THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY 
PRINCETON, NEW JERSEY 

OFFICE OF THE DmEcroR. 

Memorandum to the Members of 
the Board of Trustees: 

6 May 1966 

I reconunend your approval of Professor Mei ss ' request 
for a leave of absence without oay for the second term of 
the academic year 1966-1967 . A copy of his letter is 
enclosed. May I have your vote? 

VOTE SHEET 

On the leave of absence for Professor Meiss 
for the second term of thea::ademic year 
1966-1967, I 

Signed 

Robert Oppenheimer 

approve __ _ 

disaporove __ 

~----~--~ 

Please return to 
Director ' s Office 
Institute for Advanced Study 
Princeton, New Jersey 

Date 
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THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY 
PRINCETON, NEW JERSEY 

OFFICB OF THE DillECJ'Oll 

Memorandum to the Member s of 
the Board of Trustees: 

6 May 1966 

I recommend your approval of Professor Meiss ' r equest 
for a l eave of absence without pay for the second term of 
the academic year 1966-1967. A copy of his letter is 
enclosed . May I have your vote? 

VOTE SHEET 

On t he leave of absence for Professor Meiss 
for the second term of the a::ademic year 
1966-1967 , I 

Please return to 
Director ' s Office 
Institute for Advanced Study 
Princeton, New Jer sey 

Robert Oppenheimer 

approve __ '{ __ 

disaporove __ 
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THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY 
PRINCETON, NEW J ERSEY 

OFPICI! OF TIU DaECTOI. 

Memorandum to the Members of 
the Board of Trustees: 

6 May 1966 

I recommend your approval of Professor Meiss ' request 
for a leave of ~bsence without nay for the second term of 
the academic year 1966-1967. A copy of his letter is 
enclosed . May I have your vote? 

VOTE S!-IEET 

On the leave of absence for Professor Meiss 
for the second term of thc~ademic year 
1966-1967, I 

Robert 0prenheimer 

approve_ / __ 

disapnrove __ 

II 

Signe9f- U\,f'?v--/ 
Date ~fe> / O ttj {& 

Please return to 
Director's Office 
Institute for Advanced Study 
Princeton, New Je r sey 
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THE INSTITUTE FOR ADV AN CED STUDY 
PRINCETON, NEW JERSEY 

OFPICJI OF THE Dl1ECJ'OI. 

Memorandum to the Members of 
the Board of Trustees: 

6 May 1966 

I r ecommend your approval of Professor Meiss ' request 
for a leave of absence without nay for the second term of 
the academic year 1966-1967 . A copy of his letter is 
enclosed . May I have your vote? 

VOTE SHEET 

On the leave of absence for Pr ofessor Meiss 
for the second term of the a:ademic year 
1966-1967, I 

Robert Oppenheimer 

approve_V __ 

disapnrove __ 

Signed \:;::'.' =:--(' -~ 
Date \ \(M.. 5 \ j ~,(, 

\ 

Please return to 
Director ' s Office 
Institute for Advanced Study 
Princeton, New Jersey 
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THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY 
PRINCETON , NEW JERSEY 

OFFJCB OF THB DIJlBCTOI. 

~emorandnm to the Members of 
the Aoard of Trustees: 

6 May 1966 

I recommend your approval of Professor Meiss ' request 
for a leave of ~bsence without nay for the second term of 
the academic year 1966-1967. A con;.· of his letter is 
enclosed . May I have your vote? 

VOTE S!-IEF.T 

On the leave of absence for Professor Meiss 
for the second term of thea::adcmic year 
1966- 1967, I 

Please return to 
Tlircdor ' s Office 
Institute for Advanced Study 
Princeton, New Jer sey 

Robert. OppPnheimer 

approve ~ 
disarinrove 
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THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY 
PRINCETON, NEW JERSEY 

OFFJCB OF THI! Dilll!CTOI. 

~emorandum to the Members of 
the Board of Trustees: 

6 May 1966 

I recommend your aonroval of Pr ofessor Meiss ' request 
for a lea~1e of absence without nay for the second term o: 
the academic year 1966-1967 . A cony of his letter is 
enclosed . May I have your vote? 

VOTE S!IBF.T 

On the leave of absence for Professor Meiss 
for the second term of the ocademic year 
1966-1967, I 

Robert. Oppenheimer 

approve __ "_/ __ 

disannrove 

t r;:J 
Signed l >-I "' 
-,~-, --'-.:.....-.-

Please return t.o 
Ilircctor ' s Office 
Institute for Advanced Study 
Princeton, New Jer sey 

Date ) I I J b ) 
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THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY 
PRINCETON, NEW JERSEY 

OFFICJ! OF THE Dm.ECTOI. 

Memorandum to the Members of 
the Board of Trustees: 

6 May 1966 

I recommend your approval of Pr ofessor Meiss ' request 
for a leave of absence without nay for the second term of 
the academic year 1966-1967. A cony of his letter is 
enclosed . May I have your vote? 

VOTE S!IBET 

On the leave of absence for Professor Mei ss 
for the second term of the ~adcmic year 
1966-1967, I 

Signed 

Robert Oppenheimer 

approve ',(~u}J 
disapnrove __ 

--------~ 

Please return to 
Director's Office 
Institute for Advanced Study 
Princeton , New Jersey 

Date ----------

Director's Office: Faculty Files: Box 21: Meiss, Millard, Member, Faculty, Emeritus: School of Historical Studies, 1959-1968 
From the Shelby White and Leon Levy Archives Center, Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, NJ, USA



r 

THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY 
PRINCETON, NEW JERSEY 

OFYICll OF THll D1-ECJ'OI. 

~emorandum to the Members of 
the Board of Trustees: 

6 May 1966 

I recommend your approval of Professor Meiss ' r equest 
for a leave of absence without nay for the second term of 
the academic year 1966-1967. A copy of his letter is 
enclosed . May I have your vote ? 

VOTE SHEET 

On t.he leave of absence for Professor Meiss 
for the second term of theccademic year 
1966-1967, I 

Signed 

Robert Oppenheimer 

approve __ / __ 

disaporove __ 

/re~<»-
nate __ ~ ___ 1...._' ....... t ...... 6_ 

Please return to 
Director' s Office 
Institute for Advanced Study 
Princeton , New Jersey 
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SCHOOL OF lllSTORICAL STUDIES 

THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY 
PRINCETON, NEW JERSEY 08540 

May 5, 1966 

Dr. Robert Oppenheimer 
The Institute for Advanced Study 

Dear Robert, 

Harvard has asked me to serve as Acting Director of the Center 
for Italian Renaissance Studies at Villa I Tatti during the spring term 
of the coming academic year. I have just received a formal but not yet 
definitive letter from President Pusey; the appointment requires the usual 
approval of the Overseers. I hope that the Institute for Advanced Study 
will find it possible to grant me a leave of absence, because I should like 
to accept this invitation and I have informed President Pusey that I would 
request a leave. 

I should expect of course to relinquish my salary for the second half 
of the academic year; Harvard will take that on. I have also made clear 
that I would remain in Princeton to welcome the historians of art who arrive 
for the second semester. I shall not in other wortls leave before early 
February and possibly even a little later. 

I naturally would regret absence during the latter part of the first 
year of a new Director. Except for a couple of weeks in Europe, however, 
I shall be in continuous residence in Princeton from now until February '67, 
and back again in Princeton in the summer of that year. The months at 
I Tatti would not only be extremely useful for my work, which is now centered 
on Florence7 but would serve to strengthen links between the Institute for 
Advanced Study and myself with European scholars and with Harvard, whose 
centers at the Fogg and in I Tatti compose an important segment of my discipline. 
You will recall that I expressed my interest in the new Harvard institute at 
I Tatti, and of the possibility that I might want to go there for limited 
periods of time, in my letter of acceptance of a professorship at the Institute. 

Faithfully yours, 

lltt~V 
Millard Meiss 

MM:ek 
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THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY 
PRINCETON, NEW JERSEY 08540 

SCHOOL OF HISTORICAL STUDIES 

May 5, 1966 

Dr. Robert Oppenheimer 
The Institute for Advanced Study 

Dear Robert, 

Harvard has asked me to serve as Acting Director of the Center 
for Italian Renaissance Studies at Villa I Tatti during the spring term 
of the coming academic year. I have just received a formal but not yet 
definitive letter from President Pusey; the appointment requires the usual 
approval of the Overseers. I hope that the Institute for Advanced St udy 
will find it possible to grant me a leave of absence, because I should like 
to accept this invitation and I have informed President Pusey that I would 
request a leave. 

I should expect of course to relinquish my salary for the second half 
of the academic year; Harvard will take that on. I have also made clear 
that I would r emain in Princeton to welcome the historians o f art who arrive 
for the second semester. I shall not in other words leave before early 
February and possibly even a little later. 

I naturally would regret absence during the latter part of the first 
year of a new Director. Except for a couple of weeks in Europe , however, 
I shall be in continuous residence in Prince ton from now until February '67, 
and back again in Princeton in the sunnner of that year. The months at 
I Tatti would not only be ex tremely useful for my work, which is now c entered 
on Florence7 but would serve to strengthen links between the Institute for 
Advanced Study and myself with European scholars and with Harvard, whose 
centers at the Fogg and in I Tatti compose an important segment of my discipline. 
You will recall that I expressed my interest in the new Harvard institute at 
I Tatti, and of the possibility that I might want to go there for limited 
periods of time, in my letter of acceptance of a professorship at the Institute. 

Faithfully yours, 

lktt~ 
Millard Meiss 

MM:ek 
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THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY 

PRINCETON, NEW JERSEY 08540 

SCHOOL OF HISTORICAL STUDIES 

r.1 .u~ 
April 19, 1965 

Dr. Robert Oppenheimer 
The I nstitut e for Advanced St udy 

Dear Dr . Oppenheimer: 

I am glad t o accept t he extension of 
my appointment as research assi s t ant t o 
Professor Meiss and look forward very much 
t o c ontinuing i n this position. 

Sincerely yours, 

Mrs . Edith W. Kirsch 
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cc: Proressor Meiss 
Mr. tk>rgan 

• lt1.n;ch: 

Mrs . Bunett 
Miss Horton 

on the ~t1on or Pro1'UIJ01" ss, I ara -.Md 
1'ol'WJ.l l7 to ofter JOU GD stena!on ot 7our appoi.Dtaent 1.n the 
Gcbool ~ H.ifftor1eal Stud1C1: ~ the ln&titute for YallCi!4 
~:1 aa Besearcb istaztt to :Pr....1'n ~Helsa, tr-0m 

JU17 i, l.966 to June '°, l rr. e can lllBke av:.dl.B!;l to 
10ll a tiJ.1JAr7 ar , 500 :tor the "Je&r. 

I 

MN. Fidit.h !Kii'scll 
The :Imstit\lte f'or Mvaacecl Stt.141 

Director's Office: Faculty Files: Box 21: Meiss, Millard, Member, Faculty, Emeritus: School of Historical Studies, 1959-1968 
From the Shelby White and Leon Levy Archives Center, Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, NJ, USA



THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY 
PRINCETON, NEW JERSEY 08540 

SCHOOL OF HISTOR1CAL STUDIES 

Dr. Robert Oppenheimer 
Institute for Advanced Study 

Dear Robert, 

March 23, 1966 

This is my final word about scholarly assistance for the 

tf.l 

.,/, /:. 

As ..t ... a:· /..(.;'}..(.( l> 

next academic year, which you discussed with me twice three months 
ago . Edith W. Kirsch will become my research assistant. You fixed 
her salary in January and she will count on prerogatives, chief l y 
a room aboard ship i f available . 

Gerda Soerge l and I have made our own private arrangement 
for the wo r k she will do for me nex t year. I am in the process 
of securing financial support outside the Institute for special 
assistance, and Minot Morgan has agreed to hold contributions in 
a Fund for French and Italian Painting . No official Institute 
appointment is involved, and no space in the project. 

Faithfully yours, 

1kd1Pu<ikw 
Millard Meiss 

MM:ek 
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THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY 
PRINCETON, NEW JERSEY 

OFFICE OF THE DlllECTOI. 7 March 1966 

Memorandum to File: 

Professor Meiss came to see me on January 
24th . It was agreed that the Institute would provide 
him, as all other professors, with an assistant of his 
choosing. It was also agreed that the Institute would 
see that his secretarial problems, of dictation and 
typing and so on, were met . Since , for the academic 
year 1966-1967, he had two assistants which he wished, 
I congratulated him on this, and we agreed that he would 
pay for Uie second himself . 

Copy to: Professor Meiss 
Mr . Morgan 

Robert Oppenheim3r 
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cc rro.tessor .ciss 
1~. Morgan 
1rs • flarnet t 

Miss Horton 

ation ~r feSJli(')l" a.ll&:r\1 isa, 
pleased f'<.,rM.117 " ct! r yu-... an ap."Xlintmcnt as 

rese'!Jreh u:iatant to r rofe:idor e~s ror the onth of 
Jll.J.¥. L.e65, wi a sala.7 ot 500. 
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cc Professor Meiss 
Mr. Horgan 
!tra. Barnett 
M1.aa Horton 

12 Januar,y 196.S 

Oo the re~tion ot Pro1'eaaor lfeiae, J. aa pleuea 
!enwll.y to offer )"OU an utansion cf 70fiJr ~1.ntaent in \ht 
Sch~ol o! fti~tariuJ. !>tudin of the lnatitute tar Ad~ tu~. 
118 aueat'cb Aasistant t.o frofesaor ~ w, trQGi July i.. 1965 t.o 
June JO, 1966. We C.!Nl Nke •vailabl.~ to 1011 a ealar.r ot ~400 
ror the 1oar. 

ftra.. Edith iil's~h 
!fhc Iimt.itute for Adv&Deed Ctud;y 
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UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA 

DEPARTMENT OF PHYSICS 

BERKELEY 4, CALIFORNIA 

27 April 1964 

Dr. W. fcNeil Lowry, Director 
The l'ord Foundation 
477 Madison Avenue 
Nev York, New York 10022 

Dear Dr. IDwry: 

Thank you very much tor your April 23. I regret 
the reason for your delay; I~ll'\Jloa:r deeply grateful tor 
what you have done tn co ti r Jl?'kh.ardt and Ray. 

It does seem to me t 
ot money, since they 
himself, are eo t 
stil1 not quit ai 

ot pursue these sources 
volve intervention by Meiss 

, vould be clouded by the 
~~rior ot Harvard, and at best 
the bill. My reason is that an 

tute implies a readiness on our 
would pay 1.ess 
appointment at t 
part to grant a 
'Cl8.Il'a work makes 

av t absence with full salary, whenever a 
that desirable. 

Once again my thanks and my very warmest good wishes. 

Sincerely yours, 

Ibbert ()ppenheimer 

RO/oa 
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PROGRAM IN H U MANITIES 

AND THE ARTS 

THE FORD FOUNDATION 
477 MADISON AVENUE 

NEW YORK , NEW YORK 10022 

Dr . Robert Oppenheimer, Director 
The Inst itute for Advanced Study 
Princeton, New J ersey 

Dear Dr . Oppenheimer: 

April 23, 1964 

I regret the delay in answering your l etter of March 31, but 
the death of my father and unusual pressures in the office have 
disrupted my schedule . 

I have, however, discussed Mr. Meiss' situation with both 
Frederick Burkhardt of the ACLS and Gordon Ray of the Guggenheim 
Foundation . I should report that all three of u s feel very 
surprised and somewhat disconcerted by the fact that Harvard 
Univer sity is not undertaking any financial r esponsibility for 
Dr . Meiss ' being i n Florence and counseling t he development of 
I Tatti . We hope that you yoursel f have pr essed this matter 
sufficiently to be absolutely certain that this is indeed 
Harvard ' s position . I t is, of course, Dr . Meiss ' responsibility, 
and not ours, to decide whether he wants to undertake this con­
sultat ion under t hose circumstances . 

I wish there were some immediately availabl e fund in our program 
activities to be of real assistance to the I nstitute and 
Dr . Meiss in this situation, but unfortunately this is not the 
case . So far as I have been abl e to get tentative commitments 
together, i t might be possible for the Ford Foundation, through 
i ts travel and study grants to the Institute of International 
Education, to pay travel and other expenses to Dr . Meiss totaling 
between $5, 000 and $6, 000 for the period i nvolved, for the ACLS 
from a discretionary fund to add $2,000 perhaps, and for Guggen­
heim to entertain a grant under i t s March, 1965 fellowship 
allocations, which could be backdated to January 1, which would 
add another $5 , 000 to $6,ooo . 

Each of these actions would have to be taken as grants to 
Dr. Meiss directly . If he and you ar e interested in their being 
put into the wor ks, if you will l et me know I shall also inform 
Mr. Ray and Mr . Burkhardt . Mr . Ray tells me that he would get 
in direct touch with Dr. Meiss and that it would of course be 
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THE FORD FOUNDATION 

-2 -

understood that only in March could the Selection Committee 
formalize any commitment . 

I realize that these three things together do not solve the 
problem, but at any rate I would like to have your reaction to 
them. 

With kindest personal regards , I am 

W. McNeil Lowry 
Director 
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THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY, Princeton, New Jersey 
Office of the Director 

Dear Dr . Lowry1 

f ,.,, 

Jl }iareh 1964 

As you Bllf.t;estcd when we talked yesterday, I am writing you a brief note 
summarizing what I had to say. I shall be glad to suppletnen t it. 

Millard r eies, Professor in the School of Historical Studies at this 
Institute, has requested a leave 0 1

• absence for the next academic year-, July 
1 5 196L to June 30, 1965. He plans to spend this year at I Tatti . There are 
two separate reasons for his f:Qing . 

1. He plruis to COll'IOlete his ~eat work, now many years in the making, on 
the Quattrocento . It is clearly necessary that he be for a time close to his 
primary sources, and he refards it a.a desirable that he be there for the 
greater part of a year. On this ground alone, the Institute would feal itself 
obligated to ;:rant hi..· a leave of absence, and to pay his salary of 301 000 a 
year U there were no a1ternative source of support. 

2 . Pro.fosscr !ieiss came to us from Harvard, where it had been preswned 
that after Berenson' ,s a.ea th he mir,ht bo asked to undertake the direction of 
I Tatti. When }<_eiss decided to come to this lnsti tute; he decided in effect 
to devote hi3 future years to his own studies, and not to the creation of a 
school at I !-atti. This w;nt~r, he was again asked by President Pusey to 
reconsider accepting the direction a t I Tatti, and after some reflection a~n 
decided not to do this. Tha Director :::Jesianate of I Tatti is a scholar, but 
he is not a historian of art, and t~eiss haa undert3.ken to give bim such coum:;el, 
advice and help as he can in developing 1 Tatti as a school. Heiss is of the 
opinion that Harvard will offer hie the facilities of l 't'atti, but will not, 
and perhaps properly could not, unde.rtaka to compensate hiJli for his advisory 
role. 

Under these circumstances,, the Institute would be most grateful for any 
funds which could support, 1n whole or even .. in part, Professor ~1e"1ss 1 year 
abroad • 

..With warm good wishes, 

Dr. U. Yi.eNeil Lowy 
Ford Foundation 
477 t-iadison Avenue 
New Yor.c C1 ty 

Robert Oppenheimer 
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20 April 1964 

Dear Prof'essor ~.eiss: 

At a meeting or the Board of Trustees of the Institute 
for Advanced Study on April 17, 196h, the Board gave formal 
approval to your leave of absence, with full salary, far 
tha academic year 1964-1965. 

With good wishes, 

Robert Oppenheimer 

Professor Mill.ard Meiss 
'!be Institute for Advanced Study 

Director's Office: Faculty Files: Box 21: Meiss, Millard, Member, Faculty, Emeritus: School of Historical Studies, 1959-1968 
From the Shelby White and Leon Levy Archives Center, Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, NJ, USA



THE INSTITUTE FOR ADV AN CED STUDY 

PRINCETON, NEW JERSEY 

April 15, 1964 

Dear Dr . Oppenheimer : 

Thank you very much for your letter 
of April 9th. I am happy to accept your 
offer of an appointment as Research Assistant 
to Professor Meiss from July 1, 1964 to 
June 30, 1965. 

Sincerely yours, 

~L~ 
(Mrs. Arthur Kirsch) 

Dr. Robert Oppenheimer 
The Institute for Advanced Study 
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• KiJ"OCh: 

cc: ~ J:C.IW» 

• ltll'gan 
Mn. ~t 
Miss BQrt.aD 
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THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY 
PRINCETON, NEW JERSEY 

SCHOOL OF HISTORICAL STUDIES 

April 8, 1964 

Dr. Robert Oppenheimer 
The Institute for Advanced Study 

Dear Robert, 

I have talked with Mrs. Kirsch several times during the past weeks 
about her work next yea:r, and I hope that the following proposals, similar 
to those I presented to you earlier, will seem right to you. The period 
in question extends only from October 15th to the following June 15th, 
when I shall return from Europe. Mrs . Kirsch has offered to postpone 
her month ' s holiday and remain at work during the period of intensive 
preparation of the French corpus during the summer . The earliest date 
at which her holiday would thus begin would be September 15th. During 
this period, furthermore, from October to June I shall be in residence 
in Princeton for about six weeks. 

During my absence her work will consist of: 

1. Correspondence, much of it about photographs for either 
the French or the Italian book. Because of her experience 
she can conduct much of this herself. 

2. Recording and acknowledging incoming reprints, as well as 
mailing out reprints of my own publications. 

3. Reading galleys of the French books. Because of the 
intricacy of studies of manuscripts, only a specialist, 
which she has become, can successfully read these galleys. 

4. Typing, either from a disc or manuscript, text of the book 
on Italian painting that I shall be writing in Florence . 

5. Preparing the bibliography for this book . Following indications 
that I shall give her Mrs . Kirsch will work for this purpose in 
my study and in the Marquand Library. She has typed in exemplary 
fashion the bibliography for the French book~ and has acquired a 
special competence. 

6 . Preparing a tabl e of what I call vital statistics for the book . 
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Dr. Robert Oppenheimer 2. April 8, 1964 

As you see Mrs . Kirsch will continue to act as my secretary and 
research assistant while I am in Florence, and in certain respects 
her presence is more important than when I am here too. 

Millard Meiss 
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6 April 1964 

Memoran:!um to Mr . Morgan: 

Professor ~eiss will have an assistant, rias 
Sharon Oft, wrkill(; fer him tor the :onths of June, July 
and Allf,Ust oi this year, and perhaps tho last veek in '.q 
and the first lleek 1.n Septentber. This will authorize ;you 
to char e th~ blicatioos Fund and pay Mias Off at the 
rate of $500 a month. 

cc: Professor .~ss 
Mrs. ·arnett 

Robert Oppenheimer 

NOTE TO MRS . BARME'l"l' * Miss Off will probably want to rent 
an apartment in the project. 
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4/2/64 

Professor Meiss called, about the matter you discussed of a summer assistant 
for him, to be charged to the Publications Fund. 

He has found the right person, a young woman i n New York who almost has her 
doctorate, and is in the same field as the book . He would like to engage her, 
for the months of June, July and August, with the possibility also of the last 
week in May and the first week in September--he plans to leave about Sept. 10th. 

He would suggest a salary of $500 a month; and woul d hope that s he could rent 
an apartment in the project for that t i.Pie. I checked the l atter with Ruth, 
who says it can be done. 
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2 May 1963 

Dear Professor and Mrs . Meiss: 

This morning I spoke with Dr. Oppenheimer 
by telephone to Copenhagen. He asked me to 
send you this message from him and Mrs. Oppenheimer: 

We want you to know of our staunch 
sympathy in this dreadful tragedy. 

Very sincerely, 

Verna Hobson 

Prof essor and Mrs. Millard l-"<eiss 
Maxwell Lane 
Pr inceton, New J ersey 
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THE INSTITUTE F OR ADVANCED ST UDY 

SCHOOL OP HISTORICAL STUDIES 

Dr . Robert Oppenheimer 
at the I nst itute 

Dear Robert, 

PRI NCETON , NEW JERSEY 

October 29, 1962 

While t he use of the annex of t he proposed library is under 
discussi on I t hink I shoul d say about t he problem of my own office 
that I feel the same as when we last talked a couple of years ago, 
and that I continue to aspire to the periodical reading room of 
our school. This would of course accollllllodate a secretarial office 
on the north as well as my own on the south. I shall need a larger 
office in any event because of our move to a smaller house . I would 
appreciate your thought while both the arrangements in the Institute 
and my own in the house are still fluid. 

Lillard !11eiss 

MM :ek 

RO hand note: Jear hillard, Thank you for your note . I see no reason 
not to have things as you suggest . Yours, Robert . 10/30/62 
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June 13, 1962 

Professor Uillnrd l'.eiss 
The Institute for Advanced Study 

Dear Profesoor Meiss : 

Dr . Oppenheimer has asked me to write you about 
your pension arrangements . At the meet ing of the Board 
of Trustees held in Prin~~ton on April 6 and 7, ~he Board 
voted to increase faculty salaries to $25,000 and increas~ 
the l!dnit:ll.lm guaranteed pension through TIAA-CREF to $15,000. 

The standard 5% contribution by the professor 
matched by a 5% contribution by the Institute for the bal­
ance of your tenure as an active professo= vill not p~oduce 
the minimum gunrnntcc~ and the Inntitute is thcrefoLc adding 
$292 . 57 to the monthly payments in your bchnlf to TIAA-CREP. 
Previous additional payments on your policy were $38 . 40 per 
month . 

You should knmt also that the Major Medical con­
tract vi.th TIAA has been modified to reduce the deductible 
after Blue Crosa from $200 to $100. 

HCM:h1 

Cordially yours, 

Minot c. Morgan, Jr . 
General Manager 
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THE INSTITUTE FOR ADV AN CED STUDY 

PRINCETON, NEW JERSEY 

April 18, 1962 

Dr. Robert Oppenheimer 
at the Institute 

Dear Robert, 

The enclosed letter gives you a 
better sense of my reason for troubling 
you yesterday . 

t.'dllard Meiss 

MM:ek 

Enclosure 
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Mrs. Fern Rusk Shapley 
National Gallery of Art 
Wbahiogton 25, D. c. 

Dear Mrs. Sbapley, 

March 14, 1962 

Only a very busy schedule has kept me .from writing to 
thank you f'or your hosp~t.a.lity in the Ga.1lery1 and especially 
for the_ opportunity of seeing the Kress paintings before they 
diaappeared. 

On a separate sheet I'm sending you some thoughts about 
paintings in the Gallery. I hope you will find them useful. 

Again maey thanks and greetings. 

Faithfully yours, 

I-illard l·~iss 

l ) L . ,;,/ 

Professor of the History of Art 

Enclosure 

P. S. I am sorry that the pressure of' other obligat;i..ons prevented the 
completion of the list begun on l-18.l"Cb 14. Nov I must apologize fur my 
brevity, caused by my departure for ,Europe in a few days. If you should 
have any questions about this list I shall be at I Tatti during t.he month 
of ll.ay. Woul.d you be so kind as to send me photogro.phs (including any 
available details) of No. 371, Entanbment; No. 30, Madonna by Antonello; 
No. 311 ,jort_rait attributed to the same painter. 

April l 7, 1962 

I-
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C()(J![llE!nts on Some Paintings of the Kress Foundation 
That Are Not Now in the National Gallery 

reproduced in the The numbers are those that the paintings bore when 
Book of Illustrations published in 1941. 

256. Follower of Fra Angelico. 

Jiafr M. 

241. Not Andrea but a f"ollower of DEUidi and Orcagna. 

316. Follower of Giovanni Bellini. 

181. Giovanni del Biondo. . 
520. A forgery. 

()~ 

250. Palmerucci. 

453. Tegliacci (see my Painting i n Florence and ~). 

32, 289, Not Mantegna hirueelf, but his circle. 
and 37'7· 

259. A Pisan follovei· of fuccio . .:/ Cri.J i~(,,61 1' · 19~ ~ ttP ~5 ~J¢/' ~ 
! a>u e.dU 

1£, . Not Ci;riabue, but a Tuscan master influenced by h1ni and by ~ccio ---
I agree with the attribution of the following ~iotings, and I have here 
indicated my agreement because these attributions are sanewhat controversial: 

30, 223, i52-154, 325, 427, 3uu, 313, 328, 3·a, 12B, io, 429, 518, 33, 
279, 338-339, 459 

Annunciation attributed to Baldovinetti. Not by him. 
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Notes on Paintings in the National Gallery (Millard Meiss) 

The following list does not include the paintings discussed in Painting in 
Florence and Siena; these are readily found through the index of the book. 

2. Not Cimabue but a follower. 

6. The St. Anthony by Nuzi was apparently added, or rather inserted 
to replace the original :figure presumably by the Master of' the Fabriano 
Altarpiece. The original :figure seems to have been scraped out and new 
gold was laid :for the figure by Nuzi. 

1139· Not Cimabue but an attractive though minor Tuscan :follower. 

546. Reminiscent of Pietro IDrenzetti, but seriously repainted. 

1629. Not by the Mast.er of Badia a Isola, but a provincial though early 
Sienese . The painting seelhS to me thoroughly mediocre and not in good state. 

814. This beautif'ul _painting by Orca.gna and Jacopo di Cione was copied 
by l•.a.solino in his Munich painting. 

23. French, and much influenced by the Limburgs. 

14. The condition is not good but the painting i s certainly not by 
Masaccio himself. 

15. This portrait too is much repainted but originally it might have 
"Leen by DOmenico Veneziano himself. 

521. By "Ugolino IDrenzett~' probably to be identif i ed w1 t h Bulgarini. 

327. Not Simone, but a follower. 

371. Certainly not by Fra Angelico and not in very good condition. 

714. By a follower of Verrocchio, poss'ibly Botticini after Fra Filippo. 

64o. Benaglio? 

1141. In very bad state. 

536. By a follower of Fra Filippo. 

289. Not Mantegna himself, but after him. 

ll50. Perhaps a very early Crivelli, under some Flemish influence. 

lo88: See my book on Andrea lv'ant egna ~ IL.uminator, 1957. 
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2. 

226. Not Cossa but a Ferrareee follower of Fiero della Francesca. 

28. Not Bellini but the Circle of Carpaccio . 

32. Perhaps Peduan, but certainly not Mantegna. 

547. , Bartolonnneo degli Erri. 

29. School of Giovanni Bellini. 

448. Close to Alv1se. 

538. Af'ter Giovanni Bellini. 

357.and 505-506 did not originally belong t ogether as a triptych. The 
tooling, though similar, is not the same. 

256 . Follower of Fra AngeUco. 

348. Probably IDrenzo di Nicol~ Gerini. 

316 . Not Giovanni Bellini but a follower. 

538. " " " " " " 

448 . More of Alvise t han of Giovanni Bel lini. 

535. Follower of Botticelli. 

311. Not Cimabue but Venetian, early 14th century. 

Director's Office: Faculty Files: Box 21: Meiss, Millard, Member, Faculty, Emeritus: School of Historical Studies, 1959-1968 
From the Shelby White and Leon Levy Archives Center, Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, NJ, USA



THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY 

PRINCETON, NEW JERSEY 

SCHOOL OF HISTORICAL STUDIES 
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21 Bo"911lber 1960 

Dear Mill.ard: 

Last summer, in a long letter about other 
matters, Pais mentioned tc "!19 that ha and 
his wife might in time wish to dispose of 
their house on Battle Road. What he wrote 
W88 neither urgent nor co pletely definite. 
As you know, he is now in California, and 
will return in Januar;r. It seems to me 
quite out of the ciuestion that we do 
acything until his return, and then only 
in response to his initiative. 

Robert Oppenheimer 

Professor Hillard Heiss 
The Institute for Advanced Study 
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THE INSTITUTE FOR ADV AN CED STUDY 

PRINCETON, NEW JERSEY 

Dr. Robert Oppenheimer 
at the Institute 

Dear Robert, 

November 16t h , 1960 

I am uncertain whether we should be 
r estraini ng our curiosity about Pai s ' house 
or whet he r it is now time to look at i t . 
I f i t is, would you please tell me how we 
should go about making an appointment . 

Sincerely yours , 

Millard Me i ss 
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CROSS REFERENCE 

. 
FILE: f~. fluvv; 

RE: 

LETTER DATED: 
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Annex to the Draft Minutes of 
the Faculty Meeting, March 21, l96o 

Professor Meiss has asked that the follovring reflections on the 

discussion on March 21, l 96o, of the Institute 1 s library be added as 

an annex to the minutes of the faculty meeting: 
11 In general I think we all prefer superterranean buildings for libraries as 

well as other purposes. Our relationship to our books at the Institute is however 
in one respect unusual, and it would be wrong I think to envisage the Institute's 
library as a conventional library or a monument . Unlike the libraries of other 
academic institutions, and indeed unlike every other library I have used except 
that of the Carthusians at Calci, the library of the Institute is used exclusively 
by readers who have an office nearby. While current periodicals are perused in 
the reading rooms, books are almost always read in the cells of the readers. Thus 
the chief activities of members in the library are finding books and consulting them 
more or less briefly. 

Though I am rarely seated in the reading room I see it several times a day 
through the window next to my office and I know how very little prolonged reading is 
actually done there . If the accuracy of this observation is doubted a card asking each 
member how many hours a month he reads in the library would provide the facts. In our 
case the amount of reading done in the library is proportionate to the difficulty of 
getting books to the offices, and if the building is placed at the corner of the campus 
the reading room will be more heavily populated. 

Kenneth Kassler 1 s plan for the library is the outgrowth of a proposal to meet 
what is for users the main re~uirement of t he Institute's distinctive library: the 
maximum possible convenience of access to the books including protection from the 
weather. It my be judged that in his project too many other things are sacrificed t o 
accomplish this purpose, but in estimating their importance we should, I think, 
consider carefully their actual significance in our unusual circumstances and in our 
own proved way of scholarly life. 

March 22, 196o Millard Meiss" 

Bengt Str5mgren 
Faculty Secretary 
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9 February 1960 

Dear Millard: 

or course you should go to 
Warsaw, if that seems right to you. I 
have no plans now for a meeting of the 
Faculty in April. The Trustees will be 
meeting here, and I had hoped that you 
might meet them, and they you; but that 
will of course keep. 

With good wishes, 

Robert Oppenheimer 

Professor Millard Meiss 
The Institute for Advanced Study 
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THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY 
PRINCETON, NEW JERSEY 

SCHOOL OF HISTORICAL STUDIES 

Dr . Robert Oppenheimer 
Institute for Advanced Study 
Princeton, New Jersey 

Dear Robert : 

February 3, 1960 

I am mulling over an invit ation to take part in a 
small colloquium. at Warsaw as the guest of the Polish 
government. I am tempted to accept for a number of 
reasons, one or two not wholly relevant to scholarship, 
and I think I probably have an obligation to be present 
because there will be at the same time a meeting of the 
officers of our international society. 

The colloquium will be on April 4-5, so that I 
should leave Princeton at the end of M:lrch, and I hope 
that a departure some ten days before the end of the 
term would not cause any difficulties. 

Faithfully yours , 

idJ~ 
Millard Meiss 

MM :vc 
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THE MEDIAEVAL ACADEMY OF AMERICA 
Telephone: TROWBRIDGE 6-5823 Cable Address: 'SPECULUM , CA~raRIDGEMASS' 

OFFICERS 

Ell.'IEST HATCH WILKINS 

President 
S. HARRISON THOMSON 

First Vice-President 
GAINES POST 

Second Vice-President 
PHYLLIS GOODHART GORDAN 

T liird Vice-President 
JOHN NICHOLAS BROWN 

Treasurer 
TAYLOR STARCK 

Clerk 

Constituent of T lie American Council of Learned Societies 
COUNCILLORS 

1430 MASSACHUSETTS A VENUE 

CAMBRIDGE 38, MASSACHUSETTS 

Executive Secretary 

CHARLES R. D. MILLER 

Associate Secretary 

VAN COURTLANDT ELLIOTT 

29 July 1959 

Dear i:rs Edgerton, 

THOMAS G. BERGIN 

HARRY BOBER 

QUTIUNUS BREEN 

CURT F. BOJn.ER 

RICHARD W. EMERY 

GEORGE LEE HASKINS 

PEARL KTBRE 

DOROTHY MINER 

ROBERT A. PRATT 

JOSIAH COX RUSSELL 

MASSEY H. SHEPHERD, Jll• 
E. FAYE WILSON 

Thank you very much for your note of 
the 28th and the list of members in the School of F.istorical 
Studies for 1959--00. I am glad to note the names of several 
mediaevalists on the list . 

Thank you also for the information that 
Professor Ueiss is back in Princeton. I shall write to him 

~ 

there shof[;l Y. 

llrs llills Edgerton 
Office of the Director 
The Institute for Advanced Study 
Princeton, Nevi' Jersey 

Yours faithfully, 

Charles R. D. lliller 
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28 July 1959 

Dear Mi-. Miller: 

TbaDk ,ou tor JOU.l' letter ot. July 
24th. 'Se are herewith enclosing a lll5t 
at member• in the School ot Historical. 
Studiee tor the academ1c year 1959-l9€:o. 

P.rote•sor Mil.lard Meiss is back 
in Prilleetoa and can bo reached at the 
Institute ~or Advanced Study. 

Youre sincerely, 

(Mrs. Mills Edgerton) 
Ottice ot the Director 

Mr. Cba.rlea R. D. Miller 
The Med1aeftJ. Ac~ or America 
14.30 Naasachusetta Avenue 
Cambridge ,S, Me.aaachuaetta 

encJ.. 
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''THE MEDIAEVAL ACADEMY OF AMERICA 
Telephone: TROWBRIDGE 6-5823 Cable Address: 'SPECULUM, CAMBRIDGF..11.USS' 

OFFICERS 

ERNEST HATCH WILKINS 

President 
S. HARRISON THOMSON 

First Vice-President 
GAINES POST 

Second Vice-President 
PHYLLIS GOODHART GORDAN 

Third Vice-President 
JOHN NICHOLAS BROWN 

Treasurer 
TAYLOR STARCK 

Clerk 

Constituent of The American Council of Learned Societies 

Secretary 

1430 MASSACHUSETTS A VENUE 

CAMBRIDGE 38, MASSACHUSETTS 

Executive Secretary 

CHARLES R D. MILLER 

Associate Secretary 

VAN COURTLANDT ELLIOTT 

24 July 1959 

Institute for Advanced Study 
Princeton, New Jersey 

Dear Sir : 

\ 

COUNCILLORS 

THOMAS G. BERGIN 

HARRY BOBER 

QUIRJNUS BREEN 

CURT F. BiiHLER 

RICHARD W. EMERY 

GEORGE LEE HASKINS 

PEARL KIBRE 

DOROTHY MINER 

ROBERT A. PRATT 

JOSIAH COX RUSSELL 

MASSEY H. SHEPHERD, JR. 

E . FAYE WILSON 

I would be pleased to receive a list of the 
foreign scholars who are to be at the Institute for 
Advanced Study during the year 1959-60. e would like 
to invi t ·e any mediaevalists among them to attend the 
Mediaeval Academy meetings in December or April. At 
our annual meeting in Toronto last April we had the 
pleasure of having Professor Bernhard Bischoff as a 
guest and speaker. 

Can you tell ire when Professor Millard ~iss 
is expected back in Princeton? If you have a foreign 
address for him, I would be glad to have it . 

Yours faithfully, .... 

,,£-l .-,, ,,,~ ~ ~ ~ < ) J;./td 
Charles R. D. Hiller 

CRDM:ef 
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cc Mr. Morgan 

20 April 1959 

Dear Professor Meiss : 

The Trustees of the :Il5titute, meeting on April 16th, 
he.ve fixed your salary, and the.t of your colleagues, at 
"'22,.500 a year. starting July 1, 1959. · 

I am glad to tell you the good nevv"S . 

Very sincerely, 

Robert Opponb.eimer 

Professor Millard Meiss 
The Institute for Advanced Study 
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