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CHAPTER ONE

INTRODUCTION

1. Survey of  Previous Scholarship

Interest in Ibn Kamm na in Europe dates back to the 17th century, 
when Barthélemy d’Herbelot (1624–1695) included some of  the infor-
mation provided by jj  Khal fa (or K tib elebi, 1609–1657) on 
two of  his works—his comparison of  Judaism, Christianity and Islam, 
Tanq  al-ab th li-l-milal al-thal th, and his commentary on Ibn S n ’s (d. 
428/1037) al-Ish r t wa-l-tanb h t—in his Bibliothèque orientale, published 
posthumously in 1697.1 Research on Ibn Kamm na started near the end 
of  the 19th century, and the point of  departure for the first generation 
of  scholars was a codex, held in the Berlin State Library, containing 
his Tanq  al-ab th, together with his investigation into the differences 
between, and mutual accusations of, Rabbanites and Karaites.2 Given 
the relevance of  these two texts for Jewish studies and given the fact that 
the entire codex was written in Hebrew characters, it was scholars of  
Jewish studies who initiated the research on Ibn Kamm na. Though still 
in doubt about its authenticity, Hartwig Hirschfeld included an edition 
of  the treatise on Rabbanites and Karaites in his Arabic Chrestomathy 

in Hebrew Characters published in 1892,3 and in 1893 Leo Hirschfeld 
published an edition in Hebrew characters with a translation of  a section 

1 Barthélemy d’Herbelot: Bibliothèque orientale ou dictionnaire universel: contenant generalement 

tout ce qui regarde la connaissance des peuples de l’Orient. Paris 1697, pp. 476, 851.—D’Herbelot 
was the source for the accounts on Ibn Kamm na in Johann Christoph Wolff: Bibliotheca 

Hebraea. Hamburg 1715–33, vol. 3, p. 643 no. 1337b, and in Carolus Fridericus Kochius: 
“Observatio nova de vero scriptore libri in 3 impostoribus mohammedano.” In Annales

Academiae Juliae ex editis et manuscriptis monumentis compositi. Julio, Augusto, September 
1721, § viii [= p. 144].

2 Ms. Or. Oct. 256; see infra, Chapter Two, Sections 1.4.1 and 1.4.2.
3 Hartwig Hirschfeld (ed.): Arabic Chrestomathy in Hebrew Characters. With a Glossary.

London 1892, pp. 69–103.
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2 CHAPTER ONE

of  the chapter on Judaism from Tanq  al-ab th.4 Little attention was 
paid at the time to the philosophical works known to have been written 
by Ibn Kamm na; the principal source was still jj  Khal fa, who in 
addition to the Tanq 5 and the commentary on Ibn S n ’s Ish r t6 listed 
the following three titles: Tadhkira f  l-k miy ,7 a commentary on Shih b
al-D n al-Suhraward ’s (d. 587/1191) Talw t,8 and al- ikma al-jad da f

l-man iq.9 Several manuscripts of  philosophical writings were, moreover, 
known to be held in Western libraries: his commentaries on the Talw t

and the Ish r t, his excerpts from Na r al-D n al- s ’s (d. 672/1274) 
Talkh  al-mu a al, and a treatise on the pre-eternity of  the soul.10 The 
latter was incidentally the only independent treatise by Ibn Kamm na
on a philosophical issue to be analyzed by Ignaz Goldziher in 1896 on 
the basis of  the manuscript in the Carlo Landberg collection, which was 
believed to be the only extant copy of  the text.11 By contrast, the rich 
manuscript holdings of  writings by Ibn Kamm na housed in public and 
private libraries in Turkey, Iraq and Iran remained unexploited and in 
fact completely unknown to the scholars of  the time.

 4 Leo Hirschfeld: Sa d b. Man r Ibn Kamm na und seine polemische Schrift 

. Berlin 1893.
 5 Kashf  al- un n an as m  al-kutub wa-l-fun n. Lexicon bibliographicum et encyclopaedicum 

a Mustafa Ben Abdallah Katib Jelebi dicto et nomine Haji Khalfa celebrato compositum 1–7. Ed. 
Gustav Flügel. Leipzig 1835–58 [hereafter cited as Kashf  al- un n], vol. 2, p. 443 no. 
3672.

 6 Kashf  al- un n, vol. 1, p. 303. See also below, Chapter Two, Section 1.1.1.
 7 Kashf  al- un n, vol. 2, p. 271 no. 2865. See also below, Chapter Two, Section 2.6.
 8 Kashf  al- un n, vol. 2, p. 420. See also below, Chapter Two, Section 1.1.2.
 9 Kashf  al- un n, vol. 3, p. 102 no. 4584. See also below, Chapter Two, Section 

1.3.1.
10 Namely his Maq la f  anna wuj d al-nafs abad  wa-baq ah  sarmad . See infra, Chapter 

Two, Section 1.3.10.—For an overview of  what scholars of  the first generation knew 
about Ibn Kamm na’s writings, see Leo Hirschfeld: Ibn Kamm na, pp. 11–13.—Max 
Horten pointed out the significance of  Ibn Kamm na’s philosophical writings for later 
Iranian philosophers such as adr al-D n al-Sh r z  (“Mull adr ”, d. 1050/1640) and 
Sabzaw r  (d. 1295 or 1298/1878 or 1881). See Max Horten: Das philosophische System 

von Schirazi. Straßburg 1913, passim; idem: “Die philosophischen und theologischen 
Ansichten von Lah gi (ca. 1670) nach seinem Werke ‚Die aufgehenden Sterne der 
Offenbarung‘, einem Kommentar zur Dogmatik des s  (1273 *).” Der Islam 3 (1912), 
p. 129.

11 Ignaz Goldziher: “Sa d b. Man r ibn Kamm na’s Abhandlung über die 
Unvergänglichkeit der Seele.” In Festschrift zum achtzigsten Geburtstage Moritz Steinschneider’s.
Leipzig 1896, pp. 110–14.
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 INTRODUCTION 3

In the first decades of  the 20th century, two scholars explored 
manuscripts of  writings by Ibn Kamm na in Eastern libraries: Hellmut 
Ritter and gh  Buzurg al- ihr n . In his catalogue of  Istanbul 
manuscripts related to Shih b al-D n al-Suhraward  published in 1937 
and 1939, Ritter provided information on numerous copies of  Ibn 
Kamm na’s works.12 The holdings of  libraries in Iraq (among others 
the Gharawiyya library in Najaf  holding numerous autographs of  Ibn 
Kamm na) and Iran were consulted by gh  Buzurg, who included 
information on the writings of  Ibn Kamm na in his Dhar a il  ta n f

al-sh a, which he had started to compile in 1911.13—The next scholar to 
advance our knowledge of  Ibn Kamm na was Dawid Hartwig Baneth 
with a study published in 1925.14 Although his point of  departure was 
again the Berlin codex, he managed to correct some of  the errors 
of  earlier scholars. He established the authenticity of  the treatise on 
Rabbanites and Karaites and showed that Ibn Kamm na must have 
lived and worked in Baghdad, and not in Egypt as Moritz Steinschneider 
had argued earlier.15 This was later confirmed when the chronicle al-

aw dith al-j mi a wa-l-taj rib al-n fi a, containing a biographical entry 
on Ibn Kamm na, was published in 1932.16 The information provided 
by the aw dith was later supplemented by the entry on Ibn Kamm na
in Ibn al-Fuwa ’s Talkh  majma  al- d b f  mu jam al-alq b.17

12 Hellmut Ritter: “Philologika IX. Die vier Suhraward . Ihre Werke in Stambuler 
Handschriften.” Der Islam 24 (1937), pp. 270–86 [hereafter cited as Ritter I]; idem: 
“Philologika IX. Die vier Suhraward . (Fortsetzung und Schluß.)” Der Islam 25 (1939), 
pp. 35–86 [hereafter cited as Ritter II].

13 gh  Buzurg al- ihr n : Al-Dhar a il  ta n f  al-sh a 1–25. Beirut 1403–6/1983–
86 [henceforth cited as Dhar a].

14 Dawid Hartwig Baneth: “Ibn Kammuna.” Monatsschrift für Geschichte und Wissenschaft 

des Judentums 69 (1925), pp. 295–311.
15 Steinschneider: Arabische Literatur, p. 239.
16 [Anonymous]: Al- aw dith al-j mi a wa-l-taj rib al-n fi a. Ed. Mu af  Jaw d [as a 

work by Ibn al-Fuwa ]. Baghdad 1351/1932, p. 441; see Walter Fischel: “Arabische 
Quellen zur Geschichte der babylonischen Judenheit im 13. Jahrhundert.” Monatsschrift 

für Geschichte und Wissenschaft des Judentums 79 [N.F. 43] (1935), pp. 302–22, esp. 319–22.
17 Ibn al-Fuwa : Talkh  majma  al- d b f  mu jam al-alq b. Ed. Mu af  Jaw d. Damascus 

1962, pp. 159–61 (= Majma  al- d b f  mu jam al-alq b. Ed. Mu ammad K im. Tehran 
1416/1995–96, vol. 1, pp. 190–91 no. 199). See Leon Nemoy: “New Data for the 
Biography of  Sa d Ibn Kamm nah.” Revue des études juives 123 (1964), pp. 507–10.
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4 CHAPTER ONE

Despite these advances, scholars in the West were still unable to exploit 
the manuscript materials in Iran, Iraq and Turkey adequately. The focus 
of  their attention remained the treatises located in Western libraries and 
known of  since the 19th century, particularly those relevant to Jewish 
studies. Moshe Perlmann continued the work of  Leo Hirschfeld by 
preparing a critical edition of  Tanq  al-ab th published in 1967,18 to be 
followed in 1971 by an annotated translation into English.19 In addition 
to the Berlin codex and the manuscript from the Bodleian Library 
in Oxford that had already been used by Leo Hirschfeld, Perlmann 
used a copy of  the text in the Biblioteca Angelica in Rome and two 
manuscripts from Istanbul and Tehran.20 Nemoy worked on the other 
treatise preserved in the Berlin codex, dealing with the differences 
between Rabbanites and Karaites, which was still believed to be the 
only extant copy, publishing an improved edition of  the text and an 
annotated translation into English.21 In addition, Nemoy continued 
the advances of  Goldziher and worked on the treatise on the eternity 
of  the soul on the basis of  the manuscript in the Landberg collection 
that, again, he believed was the only extant copy.22 Although Nemoy 
was aware that Ibn Kamm na had written more extensively on the 

18 Moshe Perlmann (ed.): Sa d b. Man r Ibn Kamm na’s Examination of  the Inquiries into 

the Three Faiths. A Thirteenth-Century Essay in Comparative Religion. Berkeley/Los Angeles 
1967 [hereafter cited as Tanq ].

19 Moshe Perlmann: Ibn Kamm na’s Examination of  the Three Faiths. A Thirteenth-Century 

Essay in Comparative Study of  Religion. Translated from the Arabic, with an Introduction 
and Notes. Berkeley / Los Angeles 1971.

20 For details, see below, Chapter Two, Section 1.4.1.
21 Leon Nemoy: “Remarks on Ibn Kammuna’s Treatise on the Differences between 

the Rabbanites and the Karaites.” [Hebrew] Tarbi  24 (1955), pp. 343–53, vi and in 
Sefer yovel mugash le-khevod Yisrael Elfenbeyn. Ed. Yehuda L. Maimon. Jerusalem 1962, pp. 
201–8; idem: “Ibn Kammunah’s Treatise on the Differences between the Rabbanites 
and the Karaites.” Proceedings of  the American Academy for Jewish Research 36 (1968), pp. 
107–65; idem: “Ibn Kammunah’s Treatise on the Differences between the Rabbanites 
and the Karaites.” Jewish Quarterly Review 13 (1972–73), pp. 97–135; 222–46.

22 Leon Nemoy: The Arabic Treatise on the Immortality of  the Soul by Sa d ibn Man r ibn 

Kamm na (XIII Century). Facsimile Reproduction of  the Only Known Manuscript (Cod. Landberg 

510, fol. 58–70) in the Yale University Library. With a Bibliographical Note. New Haven 1944; 
idem: “Ibn Kamm na’s Treatise on the Immortality of  the Soul.” In Ignace Goldziher 

Memorial Volume. Eds. Samuel Löwinger, Alexander Scheiber and Joseph Somogyi. 
Jerusalem 1958, vol. 2, pp. 83–99; idem: “Ibn Kammunah’s Treatise on the Immortality 
of  the Soul.” Ha-Rofe ha- Ivri. The Hebrew Medical Journal 1 (1962), pp. 239–213.
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 INTRODUCTION 5

issues dealt with in this treatise,23 he had no access to any of  his other 
philosophical writings and he was unaware of  the author’s two other 
extant treatises on the soul.24

Only slowly did scholars follow the path taken by Ritter and 
gh  Buzurg to provide information on Ibn Kamm na’s writings in 

tracing manuscripts in Eastern collections. Carl Brockelmann took 
into consideration the findings of  Ritter and gh  Buzurg in the 
supplementary volumes to his Geschichte der arabischen Litteratur published 
between 1937 and 1942.25 Henry Corbin consulted Ibn Kamm na’s 
commentary on Suhraward ’s Talw t when preparing a critical edition 
of  the metaphysics section of  the Talw t.26 Fuat Sezgin checked the 
Turkish libraries for writings by Ibn Kamm na, although his findings
have not been published.27 In 1958 and 1965 Mu ammad Ri  al-
Shab b  published his descriptions of  autographs by Ibn Kamm na in 
the Khiz nat al-Mashhad al- Alaw  (i.e., al-Khiz na al-Gharawiyya) 
in Najaf, which he had consulted in 1911.28 The information provided 
by Shab b  and gh  Buzurg was supplemented by the manuscript 
catalogues of  the collection of  usayn Al  Ma f  who visited the 

23 At the beginning of  the treatise, Ibn Kamm na refers in a general manner to 
earlier writings related to the subject (transl. Nemoy, p. 86).

24 Namely Maq la f  l-ta d q bi-anna nafs al-ins n b qiya abadan and Maq la f  anna l-nafs 

laysat bi-miz j al-badan wa-l  k ina an miz j al-badan; for these two treatises, see below, 
Chapter Two, Sections 1.3.8 and 1.3.9.

25 Carl Brockelmann: Geschichte der Arabischen Litteratur 1–2. Leiden 1943–49 [hence-
forth cited as GAL]. Supplementbände 1–3. Leiden 1937–42 [henceforth cited as GALS], 
vol. 1, pp. 768ff; vol. 3, p. 1232; see also his Vorwort in GALS, vol. 1, pp. xi–xvii. Cf. also 
Ritter I, p. 270 n. 1: “Dieser Aufsatz hat Brockelmann für sein Supplement zur Geschichte 

der arabischen Litteratur im Manuskript vorgelegen. Da der betreffende Teil des Supp.
inzwischen erschienen ist, zitiere ich nun meinerseits Brockelmann’s Werk.” Of  the 
Dhar a, Brockelmann had only the first two volumes at his disposal; see Etan Kohlberg: 
“al- ar a el  Ta n f  al-Š a.” In Encyclopaedia Iranica, vol. 7, p. 36.

26 Particularly ms. Ahmed III 3244; cf. Shih b al-D n al-Suhraward : Opera Metaphysica 

et Mystica I. Ed. Henry Corbin. Istanbul 1945, pp. lxivff.
27 Professor Sezgin has kindly made his notes available to the present writers.
28 Mu ammad Ri  al-Shab b : Mu arrikh al- Ir q Ibn al-Fuwa 1–2. Baghdad 

1378/1958, vol. 2, pp. 121–25; idem: Tur thun  al-falsaf . jatuh  il  l-naqd wa-l-tam .
Baghdad 1385/1965, pp. 100–9. Al-Shab b  wrote another work entitled Fal sifat al-

yah d f  l-isl m in which he also deals with Ibn Kamm na and which perhaps contains 
additional information on him (cf. Dhar a, vol. 16, p. 304 no. 1337); gh  Buzurg does 
not provide any bibliographical details, and it is not certain whether the book ever 
appeared in print.
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6 CHAPTER ONE

library in 1958 and of  A mad al- usayn .29 Apart from these efforts 
by individual scholars, the activities in Iran and in Turkey to catalogue 
the holdings of  public and private libraries have brought to light further 
manuscripts of  writings by Ibn Kamm na.30 Two Istanbul manuscripts 
served as the basis of  an edition of  his major independent work on 
philosophy, al-Jad d f  l- ikma, published in 1982 in Baghdad.31 Because 
of  a too narrow textual basis and the careless manner in which it was 
produced, this publication, which can hardly be traced in any Western 
library, is of  little use to modern studies.

Contemporary Iranian scholars have concentrated on Ibn Kam-
m na’s philosophical writings and edited some of  his works in this 
field. Independently of  each other, Sayyid usayn Sayyid M saw  and 
Hossein Ziai together with Ahmed Alwishah edited Ibn Kamm na’s 
commentary on Suhraward ’s Talw t.32 Sayyid M saw  also edited his 

29 usayn Al  Ma f : “Fihris al-khiz na al-Gharawiyya bi-l-Najaf  f  mashhad 
Am r al-Mu min n al-Im m Al  b. Ab lib alayhi al-sal m.” Revue de l’Institut des 

Manuscrits Arabes 5 (1378/1959), pp. 23–30; A mad al- usayn : Fihrist makh t al-

Raw a al- aydar ya f  l-Najaf  al-Ashraf. Najaf  1391/1971.—Hideo Fujii and Kazumi 
Oguchi give two codices containing works by Ibn Kamm na as having been looted 
from the Kirkuk Museum (Makh t D r ad m) during the war in 1991, namely 
manuscript no. 14757 (no. 263 in the list of  Fujii and Oguchi), a majm a containing 
Lub b al-man iq wa-khul at al- ikma [by Nakhjaw n ], Talkh  al-kit bayn al-madhk rayn

[sic], and al-Ma lib al-muhimma min ilm al-kal m wa-ghayruh ; and manuscript no. 14780 
(no. 285 in the list of  Fujii and Oguchi) containing an autograph by Ibn Kamm na of  
his Maq la f  anna nafs al-ins n abadiyat al-wuj d, meaning presumably his Maq la f  l-ta d q

bi-anna nafs al-ins n b qiya abadan. See Hideo Fujii and Kazumi Oguchi: Lost Heritage. 

Antiquities from Iraq’s Regional Museums. Fascicle 3. Tokyo 1996, pp. 26, 27, 40, 41. That 
Kirkuk was the location for Ibn Kamm na’s autograph seems unlikely.

30 For manuscripts of  Ibn Kamm na in Turkish libraries, cf. specifically Rama n
Sh sh n (Ramazan e en): Naw dir al-makh t al- arabiyya f  maktab t Turkiyya 1–3. Beirut 
1975, vol. 1, pp. 163–67 [henceforth cited as Naw dir]; idem: Mukht r t min al-makh t

al- arabiyya al-n dira f  maktab t Turkiy . Istanbul 1997, pp. 142–45 [henceforth cited as
Mukht r t]. Both lists contain numerous errors and misidentifications.

31 Edited with introduction by am d Mar d al-Kab s  (Baghdad 1403/1982).
32 Ibn Kamm na: Al-Tanq t f  shar  al-Talw t. Ed. Sayyid usayn Sayyid M saw .

PhD thesis: D nishg h-i Tihr n, 1375–1376/1996–97; Ibn Kamm na: Al-Tanq t f

shar  al-talw t. Refinement and commentary on Suhraward ’s Intimations. A Thirteenth Century 

Text on Natural Philosophy and Psychology. Critical Edition, with Introduction and Analysis 
by Hossein Ziai and Ahmed Alwishah. Costa Mesa, California 2003. The edition 
contains only part II (physics); Hossein Ziai is currently preparing part III (metaphysics) 
for publication.
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concise philosophical treatise, al-Ma lib al-muhimma min ilm al- ikma,33

and ns yah Barkhw h did the same for Ibn Kamm na’s three treatises 
on the soul.34 One of  the two exchanges by letter between Na r al-
D n al- s  and Ibn Kamm na was recently published by Abd All h
N r n .35 Apart from our own contributions,36 the most recent studies 
on Ibn Kamm na are by the Turkish scholar Ömer Mahir Alper on Ibn 
Kamm na’s notion of  the soul37 and by Y. Tzvi Langermann on some 
aspects of  his al-Jad d f  l- ikma.38

33 In: Kheradn me-ye adr 8 xxxii (T best n 1382/Rajab 1425/September 2003), pp. 
64–86.

34 Ins yah Barkhw h: Ta -i Ris la-yi Azaliyyat al-nafs wa-baq ih  ta l f-i Ibn Kamm na.
MA thesis: Madrasa-yi Murta  Mu ahhar  (Sipahs l r), 1379/2000.

35 Na r al-D n al- s : Ajwibat al-mas il al-na riyya mushtamil bar 20 ris la. Ed. Abd
All h N r n . Tehran 1383/2005, pp. 25–34.

36 Sabine Schmidtke: “Studies on Sa d b. Man r Ibn Kamm na (d. 683/1284). 
Beginnings, Achievements, and Perspectives.” Persica. Annual of  the Dutch-Iranian Society 29
(2003), pp. 105–21; Reza Pourjavady and Sabine Schmidtke: “Qu b al-D n al-Sh r z ’s 
(d. 710/1311) Durrat al-T j and Its Sources. (Studies on Qu b al-D n al-Sh r z  I).” 
Journal Asiatique 292 i–ii (2004), pp. 309–28.

37 Ömer Mahir Alper: Alk n Hazz . bn Kemmûne’de Bilgi Teorisi. Istanbul 2004.
38 Y. Tzvi Langermann: “Ibn Kamm na and the ‘New Wisdom’ of  the Thirteenth 

Century.” Arabic Sciences and Philosophy 15 (2005), pp. 277–327.—See also the various 
recent entries on Ibn Kamm na in Turkish, Iranian, and Western encyclopaedias: 
Sayyid Ja far Sajj d : “Ibn Kamm na.” In D irat al-ma rif-i buzurg-i isl m , vol. 4, pp. 
524–26; Aydin Topalo lu: “Ibn Kemmûne.” In Türkiye Diyanet Vakfi Islâm Ansiklopedisi,
vol. 20, pp. 127–29. See also am d am d: “Na ar  bih m r th-i ma naw -yi Ibn 
Kamm na. Zindig , and sha u shubah t.” r nshin s  11 iii (1999), pp. 632–43. Y. Tzvi 
Langermann: “Ibn Kammuna (d. 1284).” In Routledge Encyclopaedia of  Philosophy, vol. 4, 
pp. 621–23; Lukas Mühlethaler: “Ibn Kammuna.” In Metzler Lexikon jüdischer Philosophen. 

Philosophisches Denken des Judentums von der Antike bis zur Gegenwart. Eds. Andreas B. Kilcher 
and Otfried Fraisse. Stuttgart / Weimar 2003, pp. 68–70.—Earlier encyclopaedic entries 
on Ibn Kamm na are: M. Zobel: “Ibn Kammuna, Sad ibn Mansur.” In Encyclopaedia 

Judaica. Das Judentum in Geschichte und Gegenwart, vol. 8, pp. 354–55; Moshe Perlmann: 
“Ibn Kamm na, Sa d b. Man r.” In Encyclopaedia of  Islam. New Edition, vol. 3, p. 815; 
idem: “Ibn Kamm na, Sa d ibn Man r.” In Encyclopaedia Judaica, vol. 8, pp. 1186–87; 
idem: “Ibn Kamm na.” In D nishn ma-yi r n u Islam, fasc. 6, pp. 808–9.—According to 
Mu sin Kad war and Mu ammad N r  (Ma khadh shin s -yi ul m-i aql . Man bi  ch p -

yi ul m-i aql  az ibtid  t  1375 1–3. Tehran 1378/1999, vol. 1, p. 196 no. 2423) Abd
al- Az z Izzat authored a study entitled Ibn Kamm na. Falsafa akhl qiyya wa-ma diruh

(n.p., n.d., 244 pp.). This is not the case. The correct bibliographical details of  Izzat’s 
study are: Ibn Miskawayh. Falsafatuh  al-akhl qiyya wa-ma diruh  (Cairo 1946). See Hans 
Daiber: Bibliography of  Islamic Philosophy 1–2. Leiden 1999, vol. 1, p. 503 no. 4805.
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2. Notes on Ibn Kamm na’s Biography

Much of  Izz al-Dawla Sa d b. Man r b. Sa d b. al- asan b. Hibat 
All h Ibn Kamm na al-Baghd d ’s biography can only hypothetically 
be reconstructed as little concrete data is available. He presumably 
originated from Baghdad and spent most, if  not all of  his life in this city. 
His ancestors, to whom he refers at the beginning of  his writings when 
he gives his full name,39 were most likely learned as well, as is suggested 
by Ibn Kamm na’s accurate reference not only to his father (Man r)
and his grandfather (Sa d), but also to his great-grandfather (al- asan),
and his great great-grandfather (Hibat All h).

Nothing is known about Ibn Kamm na’s early life and education. 
He was born into a Jewish family40 and he must have received a 
thorough education in both Jewish and Islamic letters, as is evident from 
the erudition of  his writings in both fields. His knowledge of  Jewish 
literature is evident from his treatise on the differences between the 
Rabbanites and Karaites, although he states in the introduction that he 
does not consider himself  an expert on the details of  law.41 The text is 

39 See the beginning of  texts as quoted below in Chapter Two, Sections 1.1.3, 1.2.1, 
1.3.1, 1.3.3, 1.3.4, 1.3.5, 1.4.1, 1.4.2, 1.5.1.

40 On the basis of  documents from the Ben Ezra Genizah in Fustat, Shlomo Dov 
Goitein draws attention to three further Jewish personalities with the surname “Ibn 
Kamm na” living in Iraq, some or all of  whom may well have been ancestors of  Izz
al-Dawla Ibn Kamm na. See his A Mediterranean Society. Volume III: The Family. Berkeley 
1978, p. 13: “The surname Ibn Kamm na, ‘Son of  the Grain of  Cumin [fem.]’ .  .  .  is 
quite another story. It appears first in the Geniza in the year 1121, in a report about 
messianic troubles in Baghdad, when an Ab  Sahl Ibn Kamm na was received by the 
caliph and intervened with him for the Jewish community. Another Ibn Kamm na,
clearly a prominent personality, died in an underground prison in W si , Iraq, in 1204/5, 
reported by a Muslim historian [i.e., Ibn al-S : al-J mi  al-mukhta ar. Baghdad 1934, 
p. 165; R.P. & S.S.] as a noteworthy happening. A third one, bearing the title ‘Pride of  
the Efficient [servants of  the government]’ [i.e. Fakhr al-kuf t; R.P. & S.S.], is referred to 
as a benefactor in a letter by the Gaon of  Baghdad, Samuel b. Eli, dated 1206. All these 
as well as the famous oculist and philosopher Izz al-Dawla Ibn Kamm na . . . might 
have belonged to the same family. For all of  them lived in Iraq and were connected with 
the government in one way or another.” For the first mentioned incident, involving Ab
Sahl Ibn Kamm na, see also idem: “A Report on Messianic Troubles in Baghdad in 
1120–21.” The Jewish Quarterly Review 43 (1952–53), pp. 57–76.

41 See his introduction to this tract (quoted in Chapter Two, Section 1.4.2): .  .  . wa-

arrartu al-bay n t wa-l-ajwiba ma a qillat ma rifat  bi-juz iyy t al-shar a .  .  .
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replete with Talmudic and Rabbinic references, while his main source 
was Judah ha-Levi’s (1075–1141) Kit b al-Khuzar .42 The numerous 
Hebrew terms, notes and quotations from the Hebrew Bible indicate 
that Ibn Kamm na mastered Hebrew. His erudition in Jewish religious 
literature is also evident from his Tanq , in which he relied not only on 
the Khuzar , but also on Maimonides’ (1138–1204) Dal lat al- ir n.43

Presumably, Ibn Kamm na also studied Islamic literature under at 
least some scholars, although for the field of  philosophy he states in 
his Maq la f  l-ta d q bi-anna nafs al-ins n b qiya abadan that he was self-
taught.44 This is confirmed by his habit of  noting down useful points 
( faw id) for himself  from works he was studying. Autographs of  excerpts 
from several philosophical and scientific works by Na r al-D n al- s ,
Najm al-D n Ab  Bakr Mu ammad al-Nakhjaw n  (d. after 626/1229), 
Najm al-D n al-Dab r n al-K tib  al-Qazw n  (d. 675/1277), Mu ayyad 
al-D n al- Ur  (d. 664/1266), and Ab  Ray n al-B r n  (d. after 442/
1050), written between 670/1271–72 to 675/1277, are extant.45

The earliest dated evidence of  his life is the date of  completion of  his 
short work on philosophy, al-Ma lib al-muhimma, which he finished in 
Sha b n 657/July-August 1259.46 A few months later, in Dhu l- ijja 657/
November 1259, Ibn Kamm na completed his concise philosophical 
treatise Taqr b al-ma ajja wa-tahdh b al- ujja.47 Apparently these treatises 
were not his first output, as in the Ma lib he alludes to a treatise he 
wrote on the immortality of  the soul.48 It is likely that he was referring 

42 Detailed references to his sources are provided by Nemoy in the second apparatus 

criticus of  his edition (“Ibn Kamm nah’s Treatise on the Differences between the 
Rabbanites and the Karaites,” pp. 160–65 [54–59]). See also his “Contributions to the 
Textual Criticism of  Judah ha-Levi’s Kit b al-Khazar .” The Jewish Quarterly Review 26 
(1936), pp. 221–26.

43 Detailed references to the Jewish sources used in the Tanq are provided by 
Perlmann in his edition and translation of  the work. See also Simone Rosenkranz: 
“Judentum, Christentum und Islam in der Sicht des Ibn Kamm na.” Judaica. Beiträge 

zum Verstehen des Judentums 52 (1996), pp. 7–12.
44 Ed. Barkhw h, p. 115.
45 See below, Chapter Two, Sections 1.2.1 to 1.2.7.
46 See below, Chapter Two, Section 1.3.2.
47 See below, Chapter Two, Section 1.3.3.
48 At the end of  his proof  for the eternity of  soul ( f  abadiyyat al-nafs), Ibn Kamm na

states: wa-qad afradtu lah  maq la dhakartu f h  m  yumkinu r duh alayhi wa- al  muqaddam tih

f  l-i tir t wa-bayyantu wajh al-jaw b anh al  gh yat al- ; see Ibn Kamm na: “al-
Ma lib al-muhimma,” p. 85:3–4.
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here either to his Maq la f  l-ta d q bi-anna nafs al-ins n b qiya abadan,49

or to his Maq la f  anna wuj d al-nafs abad  wa-baq ah  sarmad .50 Cross 
references in both writings to another work on a different aspect of  the 
soul, Maq la f  anna l-nafs laysat bi-miz j al-badan wa-l  k ina an miz j al-

badan,51 suggest that the latter treatise precedes the two former maq las. 
Moreover, in his Taqr b al-ma ajja he refers to glosses (ta l q) in which he 
had elaborated his thoughts on the soul.52 None of  his extant writings 
fits this description and it is possible that he is referring here to a work 
hitherto unknown.

Some time before 667/1268, Ibn Kamm na wrote glosses on the 
critical remarks of  K tib  on Fakhr al-D n al-R z ’s (d. 606/1209) Kit b

al-Ma lim f  l-u layn. As he indicated in the introduction, he was at that 
time in Iraq,53 by which he presumably meant Baghdad. The terminus 

ante quem for the glosses is determined by Ibn Kamm na’s commentary 
on Suhraward ’s Talw t, completed in the beginning of  667/1268, in 
which he refers to them.54

Ibn Kamm na stated in the introduction to his commentary on the 
Talw t that he had composed this work at the request of  some scholars 
(jam a min al-s da al-nubal  wa-l-a b al-fu al ).55 He did not dedicate 
either the commentary, nor any of  his previous works to any individual, 
indicating that he had no patron at the beginning of  his scholarly 
career. It was apparently through his commentary on the Talw t that 
he established himself  as a philosopher. Thereafter he seems to have 
been patronized by the family of  the ib al-d w n, Shams al-D n al-
Juwayn  (d. 683/1284).56 On 28 Sha b n 671/19 March 1273 Ibn Kam-
m na completed his commentary on Ibn S n ’s Ish r t which he had 

49 For this maq la, see below, Chapter Two, Section 1.3.8.
50 For this maq la, see below, Chapter Two, Section 1.3.10.
51 For this maq la, see below, Chapter Two, Section 1.3.9.
52 Wa-qad basa tu al-kal m f h  wa-f  ghayrih  mimm  istanba tuh  bi-fikr  f  ta l q ghayr 

h dh  l-m jaz. See below, Chapter Three, Text Three, p. 205.
53 Quoted below Chapter Two, Section 1.1.3.
54 Shar  al-Talw t. Ed. M saw , pp. 701:10–11, 714:19–20.
55 For the text of  his introduction see below, Chapter Two, Section 1.1.2.
56 On Juwayn  and his family, see Bertold Spuler: “Djuwayn , Shams al-D n

Mu ammad b. Mu ammad.” In The Encyclopaedia of  Islam. New Edition, vol. 2, p. 607; 
see also Hend Gilli-Elewy: Bagdad nach dem Sturz des Kalifats. Die Geschichte einer Provinz 

unter il nischer Herrschaft (656–735/1258–1335). Berlin 2000, passim; George Lane: Early 

Mongol rule in thirteenth-century Iran. A Persian renaissance. London 2003, pp. 177–212.
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dedicated to Sharaf  al-D n H r n, one of  the sons of  Juwayn , who 
was apparently a governor for part of  Anatolia at that time.57 On 19 
Dhu l-Qa da 676/13 April 1278 Ibn Kamm na completed his most 
extensive independent treatise on philosophy, which later circulated 
under the titles al-K shif or al-Jad d f  l- ikma or other similar titles, and 
which is dedicated to Dawlatsh h b. Sanjar al- ib  (fl. 724/1324).58

Dawlatsh h was a government official who probably held a high 
position in Baghdad. His title, ib , suggests that he must have had 
good relations with the Juwayn  family. Ibn al-Fuwa , who saw him in 
679/1280–81 in the Ni miyya madrasa of  Baghdad, remarked that he 
was well versed in astronomy, mathematics, philosophy and literature 
and that he wrote poetry in Arabic and Persian.59 The wording of  Ibn 
Kamm na’s introduction60 suggests that at the time Dawlatsh h was still 
a novice in the study of  philosophy. Ibn Kamm na also mentioned here 
that the work was written with the latter’s encouragement, his company, 

57 See below, Chapter Two, Section 1.1.1.—K tib  also dedicated a work on logic, 
J mi  al-daq iq f  kashf  al- aq iq, to Sharaf  al-D n H r n.

58 See below, Chapter Two, Section 1.3.1. The work will henceforth be cited as al-

Jad d f  l- ikma.
59 Ibn al-Fuwa  has two entries on Dawlatsh h: Majma  al- d b. Ed. Mu ammad

K im, vol. 1, pp. 182–83 no. 185: Izz al-D n Abu l-Fa l Dawlatsh h b. Sanjar b. 
Abd All h al- ib  al-ad b al-k tib; vol. 3, pp. 225–26 no. 2521: Fakhr al-D n Abu l-Fa l
Hind  b. Sanjar al- ib  al- ak m al-munajjim al-ad b. Dawlatsh h produced three works, 
two of  which have been published: a  al- ajam (ed. Ghul m usayn Baygdil . Tehran 
1361/[1982]), and a work on history, Taj rib al-salaf  dar taw rikh-i khulaf  u wuzar -yi sh n

(ed. Abb s Iqb l. Tehran 1313/1934 [reprinted Tehran 1344/1965]; Taj rib al-salaf  dar 

t r kh. Ta w r-i nuskha-yi mu arrakh-i 846 h.q. Ed. Am r Sayyid asan Raw t . Isfahan 
1361/1982; cf. also GALS, vol. 2, p. 202), and an anthology entitled Maw rid al-adab,
which is extant in manuscript; cf. GAL, vol. 2, p. 192; GALS, vol. 2, p. 256. In his Taj rib

al-salaf Dawlatsh h states that he had studied under Shams al-D n al-K sh  (p. 200). 
Furthermore he is known to have copied K tib ’s J mi  al-daq iq f  kashf  al- aq iq (copy 
dated 683/1284–85; cf. Ibn al-Fuwa : Mu jam, vol. 3, p. 226 n. 1) as well as Qu b al-
D n al-Sh r z ’s Shar ikmat al-ishr q (ms. Turhan Valide 207; copy dated 4 Mu arram 
721/2 February 1321); he also wrote poetry praising Qu b al-D n al-Shir z ; see John 
Walbridge: The Science of  Mystic Lights. Qutb al-D n Sh r z  and the Illuminationist Tradition in 

Islamic Philosophy. Cambridge, Mass. 1992, p. 74. In addition, he copied K tib ’s and Ibn 
Kamm na’s glosses on Fakhr al-D n al-R z ’s Ma lim (copy dated 11 Rama n 721/4 
October 1321); see ms. Esad Efendi 1932, f. 126b. Moreover, extant in manuscript form 
(ms. Esad Efendi 1932, f. 140a) is a note by his son Mu ammad b. Hind sh h (dated 
28–30 Rab  II 743/28–30 September 1342) at the beginning of  a copy of  Shahraz r ’s 
Shar ikmat al-ishr q stating that he studied the work with his father and providing the 
latter’s isn d for the work.

60 See infra, Chapter Two, Section 1.3.1.
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and his helpful remarks, suggesting that Dawlatsh h studied with Ibn 
Kamm na.61

Sometime before Sha b n 678/December 1279 Ibn Kamm na was 
asked by a government official by the name of  Shams al-D n Mu ammad
b. al-Mu min al-Qazw n  to write a philosophical work for the library 
of  Bah  al-D n Mu ammad (d. 678/1279), another son of  Shams al-
D n al-Juwayn  who was governor of  Isfahan and the central regions of  
western Iran ( Ir q-i ajam) from 673/1274–75 until his death in Sha b n
678/December 1279.62 Ibn Kamm na subsequently composed his 
Kalim t waj za mushtamila al  nukat la fa f  l- ilm wa-l- amal (known also 
under the titles al-Lum a al-juwayniyya f  l- ikma al- ilmiyya wa-l- amaliyya 

and Ris la f  l- ilm wa-l- amal ), which he dedicated to Bah  al-D n.63 The 
work includes various pieces of  ethical and moral advice to the ruler.64

In the introduction Ibn Kamm na mentions the fact that it was during 
his sojourn in Baghdad that Shams al-D n asked him to write the work 
and further that it was composed before he left for Isfahan, taking the 
book with him.65

Ibn Kamm na was in contact with many of  the scholars and 
philosophers of  his time. Twice he wrote to Na r al-D n al- s  seeking 
answers to philosophical problems. On one occasion, he asked s
about a problem related to K tib ’s view on the issue of  the createdness 

61 Other members of  Dawlatsh h’s family also held high positions at the time. His 
father Sayf  al-D n Sanjar is referred to by Ibn Kamm na as “the great ruler” (al-am r

al-kab r). See infra, Chapter Two, Section 1.3.1. Dawlatsh h’s brother Sayf  al-D n
Ma m d was ruler of  K sh n, and in 674/1275 Dawlatsh h for a time succeeded his 
brother in that position before going to Baghdad. See Hind sh h: Taj rib al-salaf, p. 301 
and introduction p. v.

62 See Wa f  [ Abd All h b. Fa l All h al-Sh r z ]: T r kh-i Wa f. Lith. Bombay 
1269/1853, vol. 1, pp. 60–66.

63 See below, Chapter Two, Section 1.3.4.
64 See particularly jumla two, b b two, Chapters ( fa l) Two, Three, Four, and Five. 

See infra, Chapter Three, Text One, pp. 176–85. Inter alia, Ibn Kamm na advises 
him not to persecute religious minorities.—Moral and ethical advice to rulers is also 
included in Ibn Kamm na’s Ithb t al-mabda  wa- if tih  wa-l- amal al-muqarrib il  ll h; see 
below, Chapter Three, Text Two, pp. 194–95. Both works therefore can be considered 
as belonging, at least partially, to the advice literature known as “mirrors for princes” in 
modern scholarship. For this genre, see Patricia Crone: Medieval Islamic Political Thought.
Edinburgh 2004, pp. 148–64.

65 See below, Chapter Three, Text One, p. 140.
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of  the world ( ud th al- lam), and on another occasion he requested 
s ’s views on seven philosophical issues.66 Of  the first exchange, only 
s ’s reply is available, in which he addressed Ibn Kamm na as al-

d  al-mukhli , while the whereabouts of  Ibn Kamm na’s initial query 
and the subsequent letter he wrote in response to s ’s reply are lost. 
The second exchange is complete. In it, s  addressed Ibn Kamm na
respectfully as al- ak m al-f il akyas al-aqr n wa-aw ad al-zam n. Neither 
of  the two exchanges is dated. The only secure terminus ante quem for 
both is s ’s death on 18 Dhu l- ijja 672/25 June 1274. Moreover 
it is likely that the letter in which Ibn Kamm na is addressed simply 
as al-d  al-mukhli is the earlier of  the two. Presumably it was written 
when Ibn Kamm na did not yet have the standing of  an acknowledged 
philosopher. Another scholar Ibn Kamm na had contact with was 
K tib , with whom he had two exchanges of  correspondence. In one 
of  them,67 K tib  addressed Ibn Kamm na as Mawl  al- all ma af al

al- a r and Qudwat al- ukam  al-mu aqqiq n, and it is evident that the 
correspondents regarded each other as colleagues on equal standing. 
The correspondence further indicates that Ibn Kamm na had once 
participated in the majlis of  K tib  at which a problem of  logic was 
discussed. Ibn Kamm na took this as a point of  departure for the 
correspondence, consisting of  three letters addressed to K tib  and two 
replies by the latter, all of  which are extant. The second correspondence 
dealing with the liar paradox is only partly extant in a brief  quotation 
by Jal l al-D n al-Daw n .68 Ibn Kamm na also corresponded with 
Maytham b. Maytham al-Ba r n  (d. 699/1300),69 a Twelver Sh
scholar teaching in illa, who also had connections with the Juwayn
family; he dedicated several of  his writings to Al  al-Dawla A  Malik 
al-Juwayn  (gov. 657–81/1259–83).70 With all three scholars it was Ibn 
Kamm na who took the initiative, addressing an epistle to them.

66 See below, Chapter Two, Sections 1.5.1 and 1.5.2.
67 See below, Chapter Two, Section 1.5.3 and Chapter Three, Text Six.
68 See below, Chapter Two, Section 1.5.4.
69 See below, Chapter Two, Section 1.5.5 and Chapter Three, Text Seven.
70 For a biographical sketch of  Maytham al-Ba r n , see Ali Ahmed Al-Oraibi: Shi i

Renaissance: A Case Study of  the Theosophical School of  Bahrain in the 7th/13th Century. Diss. 
McGill University 1992, pp. 46ff.
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Two additional exchanges, in which Ibn Kamm na is the addressee, 
are extant, to some degree or other. One correspondent was a certain 
Fakhr al-D n al-K sh ,71 about whose identity nothing is known.72 The 
second was Ibn al-Fuwa , as he himself  reports in his Majma  al- d b,
quoting Ibn Kamm na’s reply.73 He adds that he had approached him 
in writing in 683/1284–85, i.e., shortly before Ibn Kamm na’s death.

With the exception of  the exchange with Ibn al-Fuwa , none of  the 
letters mentioned are dated, and with the exception of  the exchange 
with K tib  none of  the extant letters contain any indication that Ibn 
Kamm na had met his correspondents. They all belonged to Na r al-
D n al- s ’s circle at Maragha (with the exception perhaps of  Fakhr 
al-D n al-K sh ). The possibility that Ibn Kamm na paid a visit to 
Maragha, presumably at an earlier stage of  his life, should not be ruled 
out. Yet there is no conclusive evidence for this. In his report on Ibn 
Kamm na in Majma  al- d b, Ibn al-Fuwa , who had lived for nearly 
twenty years (660–79/1261–62–1280–81) at Maragha serving as a 
librarian, writes as if  he had never met Ibn Kamm na. This suggests 
that Ibn Kamm na never went to Maragha or, that, if  he ever had, it 
was before 660/1261–62.74

During the period in which the Juwayn  family occupied the leading 
bureaucratic positions in the state, Ibn Kamm na apparently held a 
high-ranking position in their administration. A reliable indication of  
this is his title, Izz al-Dawla.75 This is further supported by the fact that 

71 See below, Chapter Two, Section 1.5.6 and Chapter Three, Text Eight.
72 Fakhr al-D n also had a correspondence with Qu b al-D n al-Sh r z  of  which only 

the latter’s reply is extant (ms. Ayasofya 4862, ff. 268a–269b).
73 See below, Chapter Two, Section 1.5.7.
74 Majma  al- d b, vol. 1, pp. 190–91 (transl. Nemoy: “New Data,” p. 508): “. . . He 

was sought by many people who wished to profit from his instruction. It so happened 
that I myself  was prevented from meeting him personally by an illness which overtook 
me, but I wrote him requesting to let me have a token of  his instruction, so that I might 
embellish my work with it. He wrote in reply, through my colleague and friend Shams 
al-D n Mu ammad b. Ab  al-Rab , the calculator, known as al- ashaf, in the year 
683 . . .”

75 For the use of  this and similar titles during the Ilkh nid era, see Amnon Netzer: 
“Rash d al-D n and His Jewish Background.” Irano-Judaica III. Jerusalem 1994, pp. 121–
23. See also Fischel: “Arabische Quellen zur Geschichte der babylonischen Judenheit im 
13. Jahrhundert,” p. 319 n. 95.
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in the introduction to his al-Jad d f  l- ikma and elsewhere he indicates 
that he was engaged in some professional activity which was in complete 
contrast to his scholarship.76 Moreover, there is no evidence that he was 
ever a regular teacher at one of  the madrasas in Baghdad, and we do not 
know of  any students of  his, apart perhaps from the above-mentioned 
Dawlatsh h. He may have given some informal philosophical lectures, 
particularly near the end of  his life. In some manuscripts of  his works he 
is referred to by the scribes as mawl n , sayyidun , and shaykhun , indicating 
that they regarded him as their teacher.77 Moreover, there is at least one 
piece of  evidence that the copyist of  one of  his writings read the copy to 
him,78 and Ibn al-Fuwa  mentions for the year 683/1284 that “he was 
sought by many people who wished to profit by his instruction.”79

At the end of  his Kalim t waj za, completed sometime before Sha b n
678/December 1279, Ibn Kamm na remarks that weakening eyesight 
was preventing him from writing any longer.80 However, his physical 

76 Ibn Kamm na: Al-Jad d f  l- ikma, p. 146:12–13: fa- amaltu h dh  l-kit b f  athn i m

qad ulji tu ilayhi min mul basat al-um r al-daniyya wa-l-shaw ghil al-dunyawiyya . . . See similarly 
his concluding words in his commentary on Ibn S n ’s Ish r t, completed in 671/1273, 
quoted below, Chapter Two, Section 1.1.1.

77 Cf., e.g., the title page of  ms. Damat brahim Pa a 820 (undated): al-qism al-awwal 

min Shar  al-Talw t wa-l-th n  minhu wa-huwa k mil al-kit b li-Mawl n  Mull Izz al-

Dawla wa-huwa k mil shar  al-fannayn al-man iqiyy t wa-l- ab iyy t. See also the beginning 
of  the text of  Taqr b al-ma ajja as preserved in all three extant manuscripts, namely mss. 
Ayasofya 2446 (f. 293b), 2447 (f. 77b), and Esad Efendi 1933 (f. 49b): q la mawl n  wa-

sayyidun  wa-shaykhun Izz al-Dawla . . . The formula sayyidun  wa-mawl n  is also used 
at the beginning of  Tanq  al-ab th in Hebrew script, ms. Berlin Ms. Or. Oct. 256/1, 
f. 1b.

78 See the colophon on f. 253a of  ms. ehid Ali Pa a 1740 which contains a copy of  
Ibn Kamm na’s Shar  al-Talw t. The anonymous scribe completed his copy in 686/
1287 in the Ni miyya madrasa and he states that he collated part II of  the commentary 
with a copy that had been read to Ibn Kamm na. No further details about the latter 
copy are provided.

79 Majma  al- d b, vol. 1, p. 190; transl. Nemoy: “New Data,” p. 508.
80 See below, Chapter Three, Text One, p. 184. Ibn Kamm na’s expression u f

bukh r  f  l-ba ar, literally a ‘vapourous weakness in vision’, occurs in Ibn al-Naf s’ al-

Muhadhdhab f  l-ku l al-mujarrab. Eds. Mu ammad Z fir al-Waf  and Mu ammad
Raww s Qal aj . Rabat 1988, pp. 451–52. There it appears to be a weakness of  vision 
occurring in one of  the tunics of  the eye. It is presumably a weakness of  vision due to 
excessive discharge which was attributed at the time to a vapourous weakness associated 
with one of  the tunics. (We are grateful to Emily Savage-Smith for the reference and the 
ophthalmological explanation of  Ibn Kamm na’s phrase).
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condition still allowed for substantial writing activity afterwards. In 
Jum d  II 679/September-October 1280 he completed Tanq  al-ab th,
and between 21–30 Dhu l-Qa da 679/14–23 March 1281 he finished
a treatise on philosophy and/or theology, possibly entitled Ris la f

l-kal m.81

In his Tanq Ibn Kamm na discussed the arguments for and against 
Judaism, Christianity and Islam as known from the earlier polemical 
literature. Being basically a work on interreligious theology, its contents 
are strikingly different from the author’s other philosophical writings. 
The only exception is his treatise on the differences between Rabbanites 
and Karaites, which is written in an equally objective style. In his 
introduction to the Tanq , Ibn Kamm na states that it was a discussion 
that had induced him to write the work, i.e., possibly a debate between 
representatives of  the different religions. In 683/1284, four years after 
he had completed the Tanq , Ibn Kamm na was persecuted for having 
written it. The anonymous author of  al- aw dith al-j mi a relates the 
following incident for that year:

In this year . . . it became known in Baghdad that the Jew Izz al-Dawla Ibn 
Kamm na had written a volume entitled The Inquiries on the Three Faiths,
in which he displayed impudence in the discussion of  the prophecies. 
God keep us from repeating what he said. The infuriated mob rioted, and 
massed to attack his house and to kill him. The am r Tamaskai, prefect of  
Iraq, Majd-al-din b. al-At r, and a group of  high officials rode forth to the 
Mustan ir ya madrasa, and summoned the supreme judge and the [law] 
teachers to hold a hearing on the affair. They sought Ibn Kamm na but 
he was in hiding. That day happened to be a Friday. The supreme judge 
set out for the prayer service but, as the mob blocked him, he returned 
to the Mustan ir ya. Ibn al-At r stepped out to calm the crowds, but these 
showered abuse upon him and accused him of  being on the side of  Ibn 
Kamm na, and of  defending him. Then, upon the prefect’s order, it was 
heralded in Baghdad that, early the following morning, outside the city 
wall, Ibn Kamm na would be burned. The mob subsided, and no further 
reference to Ibn Kamm na was made. As for Ibn Kamm na, he was put 
into a leather-covered box and carried to Hilla where his son was serving 
as an official. There he stayed for a time until he died.82

81 See below, Chapter Two, Section 1.3.7.
82 Translated in Perlmann (transl.): Examination, p. ix.
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The report does not explain why it was only after four years that the 
attention of  the people of  Baghdad was drawn to the work, leading to 
such a violent reaction, and there is no independent source confirming 
the report or providing further information. The time difference 
between the completion of  the book and the riot suggests that there 
were additional circumstances leading to the persecution. Some time 
before the incident, on 4 Sha b n 683/16 October 1284, ib al-d w n

Shams al-D n al-Juwayn  and several of  his sons were executed, and it is 
likely that the immediate cause for Ibn Kamm na’s persecution was the 
execution of  his patrons.83

Ibn Kamm na’s son was serving as an official in illa, which was 
possibly the reason why Ibn Kamm na chose to seek refuge there. 
Another reason may have been his contacts with some of  the Sh
scholars of  illa. He had corresponded with Maytham b. Maytham al-
Ba r n , who had taught in that city for a time.84 Moreover, the fact that 
Ibn Kamm na’s Ma lib were later copied by a Sh  scribe also points 
to some connections with the Sh  community. The scribe who refers 
to Ibn Kamm na with the title al-mu aqqiq al-muft  even claims that he 
converted to Sh ism at the end of  his life.85 A further indication for the 
reception of  Ibn Kammuna’s writings among the Sh s of  illa are the 
glosses on his Shar  al-Talw t apparently written by Na r al-D n Al  b. 
Mu ammad al-K sh  (or al-K sh n ) al- ill  (ca. 675–755/1276–1354), 

83 Cf., by contrast, Perlmann’s introduction to his edition of  Tanq  (p. x), where he 
suggests that the persecutions may have been the result of  the irritation of  the Muslim 
population following the overthrow in 683/1284 of  Ahmad Tegüder, who was a 
convert to Islam, by Arghun the son of  Abaqa, who was a Buddhist. Dominique Urvoy 
(Les penseurs libres dans l’Islam classique. L’interrogation sur la religion chez les penseurs arabes 

indépendants. Paris 1996, p. 203) suggests, as a possible explanation for the difference 
in time between the composition of  the work and the persecution, that initially it may 
have been written for a closed circle but that it reached the wider public later on when 
it caused deep resentment.—For an overview of  Ilkhanid dynastic history and the issue 
of  conversion among the Ilkhans, see Reuven Amitai: “Il-Khanids. i. Dynastic History.” 
In Encyclopaedia Iranica, vol. 12, pp. 645–54; idem: “The Conversion of  Tegüder A mad
to Islam.” Jerusalem Studies in Arabic and Islam 25 (2001), pp. 15–43.

84 See above, p. 13.
85 Ms. st n-i Quds 901, f. 15a: h dh  l-kit b ta n f  al-Shaykh al-mu aqqiq al-muft Izz

al-Dawla Sa d b. al- asan . . . b. Hibat All h b. Kamm na alladh ra al  madhhab al-Im miyya 

khiran wa-m ta alayhi . . .
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a Sh  scholar of  illa and Najaf,86 and a copy of  his commentary on 
the Talw t, completed on 5 Rab  II 762/12 February 1361 by asan
b. Mu ammad b. asan b. al-Mu ahhar, apparently a grandson of  the 
All ma al- ill  (d. 726/1325).87 Again according to the aw dith, Ibn 
Kamm na died in illa a short while after his arrival. This is confirmed 
by the biographical entry on Ibn Kamm na contained in Ibn al-Fuwa ’s 
Majma  al- d b, in which 683 is given as the year of  his death.88

There has been debate in modern scholarship as to whether Ibn 
Kamm na converted to Islam at some stage of  his life.89 In his late 
work, the Tanq , completed in 679/1280, i.e., some four years before 
his death, his loyalty to Judaism is beyond doubt, whereas his critical 
attitude towards Islam is equally clear. Particularly telling is the following 
passage towards the end of  his chapter on Islam:

Thus it becomes clear that there is no proof  that Muhammad attained 
perfection and the ability to perfect others as claimed, nor that anything 
mentioned on this point has been proved at all—for example, the allegation 
that the world turned from falsehood to truth, from lie to veracity, from 
darkness to light, and so on. Yet precisely this has been the subject of  
dispute.

That is why, to this day we never see anyone converting to Islam unless 
in terror, or in quest of  power, or to avoid heavy taxation, or to escape 
humiliation, or if  taken prisoner, or because of  infatuation with a Muslim 
woman, or for some similar reason. Nor do we see a respected, wealthy, 
and pious non-Muslim well versed in both his faith and that of  Islam, 
going over to the Islamic faith without some of  the aforementioned or 
similar motives.90

86 See below, n. 162 and Chapter Two, Section 1.1.2.
87 Ms. Ayasofya 2423. For a description of  this manuscript, see below, Chapter Two, 

Section 1.1.2.
88 Ibn al-Fuwa : Majma  al- d b, vol. 1, p. 191.
89 For a summary of  the discussion before his time, see the introduction by Habib 

Bacha to the aw sh  (Notes) d’Ibn al-Ma r ma sur le “Tanq ” d’Ibn Kamm na. Etude et édition 

critique. Rome 1984, pp. xxiv–xxxiv.
90 Perlmann (transl.): Examination, p. 149:1–15; Perlmann (ed.): Examination, p. 102:

10–17.—Ibn Kamm na’s position, as it appears in his Tanq , was the main point 
of  Leo Hirschfeld’s argument (Ibn Kammûnah und seine polemische Schrift, p. 9), Baneth 
(“Ibn Kammuna,” pp. 304–5) and Fischel (“Arabische Quellen zur Geschichte der 
babylonischen Judenheit,” pp. 320–21) against Ibn Kamm na’s conversion to Islam, 
and a similar view has been maintained more recently by Rosenkranz (“Judentum, 
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For a variety of  reasons, some scholars have argued nevertheless that 
Ibn Kamm na converted to Islam even before he composed the Tanq .
This was maintained by Moritz Steinschneider, who considered the 
eulogies for the Prophet Mu ammad in the Tanq  to be clear indications 
that the author had become a Muslim.91 Another scholar who took Ibn 
Kamm na’s conversion to Islam prior to the composition of  the Tanq

as a historical fact was Carl Brockelmann. The reason was evidently 
a confusion between Samaw al al-Maghrib  (d. 570/1175), the Jewish 
convert to Islam and author of  the anti-Jewish polemical treatise If m

al-yah d, and Ibn Kamm na that occurred in the card catalogue of  the 
Süleymanie Library in Istanbul. There, the correspondence between 
Samaw al and an anonymous accuser who had doubted the sincerity of  
the latter’s conversion (as preserved in ms. Fâtih 3141/2) is ascribed to 
Ibn Kamm na.92 The entry in the Süleymanie Library’s card catalogue 

Christentum und Islam in der Sicht des Ibn Kammûna,” pp. 20–21) and Barbara Roggema 
(“Epistemology as Polemics. Ibn Kammuna’s Examination of  the Apologetics of  the 
Three Faiths.” In The Three Rings. Textual Studies in the Historical Trialogue of  Judaism, 

Christianity, and Islam. Eds. Barbara Roggema, Marcel Poorthuis and Pim Valkenberg. 
Leuven 2005, pp. 47–70, esp. 51 n. 15). See also the reviews on Perlmann’s edition of  
the Tanq by Kurt Rudolph (in Orientalistische Literaturzeitung 67 ix/x (1972), pp. 462–65) 
and Rudi Paret (in Der Islam 46 (1970), pp. 102–104) who both reject the assumption 
of  conversion on the basis of  this text. This is also the view of  Sarah Stroumsa (“On 
Jewish Intellectuals Who Converted in the Early Middle Ages.” In The Jews of  Medieval 

Islam. Community, Society, and Identity. Ed. Daniel Frank. Leiden 1995, pp. 179–97, esp. 
197). Friedrich Niewöhner, in contrast, denies any bias towards Judaism and against 
Islam on the basis of  the Tanq ; he considers Ibn Kamm na to have been a religious 
sceptic beyond religion; see his “Die Wahrheit ist eine Tochter der Zeit. Ibn Kamm na’s 
historisch-kritischer Religionsvergleich aus dem Jahre 1280.” In Religionsgespräche im 

Mittelalter. Eds. Bernard Lewis and Friedrich Niewöhner. Wiesbaden 1992, pp. 357–69 
esp. p. 364: “Ibn Kamm na argumentiert in den Entgegnungen auf  das Judentum von 
einem Standpunkt aus, der weder christlich noch islamisch ist, aber auch nicht jüdisch 
sein kann, da er sich ja gegen das Judentum richtet. Es ist somit ein Standpunkt außerhalb

aller drei Religionen. Immer wenn Ibn Kamm na sagt ‚I say’, bedeutet das, daß er seine 
eigene Meinung sagt, die unabhängig von jeder Religion ist. Ibn Kamm na’s Standort 
ist der der Vernunft, der des eigenen Verstandes.”

91 Steinschneider: Polemische und apologetische Literatur, pp. 39–40. Moshe Perlmann 
accepts the validity of  the argument, yet suggests that these may have been inserted by 
later copyists. See the introduction to his edition of  Tanq , p. xii.

92 The card on ms Fâtih 3141/2 is to be found under the title As ila va Acviba bn

Kam nat al-Isr l . An edition of  the correspondence with translation into English is 
included in Samaw al al-Maghrib : If m al-yah d. Silencing the Jews. Ed. and transl. by 
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was doubtless Brockelmann’s source, who ascribes the correspondence 
as preserved in ms. Fâtih 3141/2 to Ibn Kamm na. Brockelmann also 
states that Ibn Kamm na composed the Tanq following his conversion 
to Islam. He was evidently unfamiliar with the text and the studies of  
Leo Hirschfeld and Baneth.93 Confusion between Ibn Kamm na and 
Samaw al also occurs in ms. Köprülü 1612, containing Ibn Kamm na’s 
al-Jad d f  l- ikma, copied in 691/1291–92 by Abd al- Aziz b. Ibr h m b. 
al-Kh m  al-M rid n  in Baghdad. The title page of  the work reads as 
follows: Kit b al-mulaqqab bi-l-Jad d li-l-Shaykh al-ajall al- lim al-k mil Izz

al-Dawla Ibn Kamm na . . . bal aslama qabla mawtih  wa- annafa Kit b If m

al-yah d bayyana f hi fa i ahum wa-kidhbahum wa-muk baratahum f  l- aqq

wa-iftir ahum al  ll h . . .94

These two cases of  confusion between Ibn Kamm na and Samaw al
notwithstanding, the majority of  Muslim scholars and scribes either 
considered him to have been Jewish, as can be seen from epithets such as 
“al-Yah d ” or “al-Isr l ”,95 or else that the matter was of  no concern, 
as is indicated by the numerous “neutral” title pages and colophons.96

Moshe Perlmann. New York 1964.—For Samaw al al-Maghrib , see the introduction to 
Samaw al al-Maghrib ’s (d. 570/1175) If m al-yah d. The Early Recension. Introduced and 
edited by Ibrahim Marazka, Reza Pourjavady and Sabine Schmidtke. Wiesbaden 2006, 
which includes an improved edition of  the correspondence.

93 GAL, vol. 1, p. 431: “11. Beantwortung einer Frage nach dem Grund seines 
Übertritts. [Fâtih 3141] f. 263a/264b.” Cf. also GALS, vol. 1, p. 768: “ Izzaddaula . . . 
war zum Isl m übergetreten und schrieb bald darauf  seinen Tanq . . . . 1. Tanq  al-ab

lil-milal a - al , Verteidigung des Islams gegen Juden und Christen . . .” Brockelmann 
includes bibliographical details of  Leo Hirschfeld’s partial edition of  the text, but gives 
no reference to Baneth’s study on Ibn Kamm na.

94 For a facsimile of  the titlepage, see ed. am d Mar d al-Kab s , pp. 130, 137.
95 In the colophon to ms. Landberg 510/5 which is a copy of  Ibn Kamm na’s 

Maq la f  anna wuj d al-nafs abad  wa-baq ah  sarmad  (= Chapter Two, Section 1.3.10), 
Ibn Kamm na is described as al-Shaykh al-mu a am wa-l- ak m al-muqaddam qudwat 

al- ukam  al-yah diyy n. See also mss. Feyzullah Efendi 1195, copied in 696/1297 in 
Tabriz, which has two indications as to author and title by two different hands on its 
title page: Shar  al-Talw t al-Suhrawardiyya ta n f  al-f il Mu izz al-Dawla wa-huwa mu ir

al- All ma al-Sh r z  wa-l-nasab il  Ibn Kamm na al-yah d , and: Shar  al-Talw  li-l-Shaykh 

al-f il al-mu aqqiq Izz al-Dawla Sa d b. Man r al-ma r f  bi-Ibn Kamm na al-Isr l ; Lâleli 
2522, undated: Shar  al-Talw t li-l- ak m al-mudaqqiq Izz al-Dawla Sa d b. Man r al-

ma r f  bi-Ibn Kamm na al-Isr l ; Lâleli 2516 written in 1086/1675: Shar  al-Ish r t mimm

allafah  mukammil ul m al-awwal n wa-l- khar n qudwat al-mu aqqiq n Izz al-Dawla Sa d b. 

Man r b. Sa d al-ma r f  bi-Ibn Kamm na al-Isr l  . . . See also infra, n. 193.
96 See below, Chapter Two, passim.
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Again, an exception among the testimonies is the aformentioned state-
ment of  an Im m  copyist of  Ibn Kamm na’s Ma lib that the author 
had converted to Twelver Sh ism at the end of  his life.97 This statement 
may explain why gh  Buzurg took his conversion to Sh ism as historical 
fact; this is evidently why he included all writings of  Ibn Kamm na he 
was aware of  in his Dhar a—including the Tanq , although it is clear 
from the wording of  the entry (Dhar a, vol. 4, p. 460 no. 2054) that he 
was unfamiliar with the text.98 Initially, gh  Buzurg also intended to 
include an entry on Ibn Kamm na in his abaq t a l m al-sh a,99 and it 
was only later that he or his son Al  Naq  Munzaw  decided not to do 
so. Munzaw  was familiar with Perlmann’s edition and translation of  
Ibn Kamm na’s Tanq  and also edited and studied the work.100 Since 
he is the editor of  most of  the volumes (namely vols. 3–6) of  the abaq t

a l m al-sh a of  his father, it may be that it was he rather than gh
Buzurg who decided not to include an entry on Ibn Kamm na.101

 97 See above n. 85.
 98 He also includes references to the various sophistries (shubah t) that supposedly 

originated with Ibn Kamm na, ascribing them, however, to his ancestor whom he 
identified explicitly as Hibat All h Ibn Kamm na al-Isr l . See Dhar a, vol. 13, pp. 
24–25: shubhat Ibn Kamm na wa-huwa Hibat All h b. Kamm na al-Isr l  min fal sifat al-yah d

k na mu iran li-Ibn S n  . . .; see also ibid., vol. 2, p. 286 no. 1160. For the shubah t, see 
below, pp. 44 ff. gh  Buzurg was familiar with Kashf  al- un n and its various entries on 
Ibn Kamm na where he is regularly described as al-Isr l , yet he apparently assumed 
that jj  Khal fa confused Izz al-Dawla Ibn Kamm na with his ancestor. See, e.g., 
Dhar a, vol. 13, pp. 152–53 no. 519.

 99 gh  Buzurg al- ihr n : abaq t a l m al-sh a 1–2, Beirut 1390–91/1971; 3–5, 
ed. Al  Naq  Munzaw , Beirut 1392–95/1972–75; 6, ed. Al  Naq  Munzaw , Tehran 
1362/1983.

100 Al  Naq  Munzaw : Ibn Kamm na wa-falsafatuh  f  l-nubuwwa. PhD thesis, Université 
Saint Joseph, Beirut 1972. [Al-Qism al-awwal: al-Madkhal wa-l-na  al-k mil li-Tanq  al-

ab th; al-Qism al-th n : al-Ta l q t al  Tanq  al-ab th li-l-milal al-thal th]. See also his 
“Tanq  al-ab th-i Ibn Kamm na.” Wa d 6 v (1348/1969), pp. 369–71, 6 vi (1348/
1969), pp. 503–14, 6 xii (1348/1969), pp. 1079–83.

101 This is indicated in some of  the footnotes to abaq t a l m al-sh a, e.g., vol. 7, 
p. 69:

 . . .
.
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It cannot be decided conclusively whether Ibn Kamm na did or did 
not, at some stage, convert to Islam.102 Yet the evidence against such a 
conclusion seems to be stronger than the evidence suggesting conversion. 
His position towards Judaism and Islam as far as his personal convictions 
are concerned is, on the basis of  his Tanq , beyond doubt. It cannot be 
excluded that he became a Muslim for any of  the reasons mentioned 
at the end of  the chapter on Islam; yet it seems questionable whether 
he would have written a work such as Tanq  following a conversion 
on the grounds of  persecution or for opportunistic motives.103 Another 
indicator against conversion is that he is invariably called Izz al-Dawla 
by virtually all later scholars and scribes. Had he ever converted to 
Islam during his professional life, his title would have been modified
into Izz al-D n or Izz al-Dawla wa-l-D n, as can be seen in the case of  
Rash d al-Dawla (later: al-D n) Fa l All h.104 Had he converted to Islam 

See also ibid., vol. 7, p. 176:

 . . . 
 . . . 

.1967
102 Contemporary scholars at times take Ibn Kamm na’s conversion as historical 

fact without giving any reason for their assumption. See, e.g., Walbridge’s and Ziai’s 
“Translator’s Introduction” to their edition of  Suhraward ’s ikmat al-Ishr q (The 

Philosophy of  Illumination. A New Critical Edition of  the Text of  ikmat al-ishr q with English 

Translation, Notes, Commentary, and Introduction. Provo, Utah 1999, p. xxii), in which they 
talk about “the Jewish convert to Islam, Ibn Kamm na.”

103 This seems to be the view of  Georges Vajda, who writes (“Le milieu juif  à Ba d d.”
Arabica 9 (1962), p. 392): “Ce n’est pas à dire que la communauté juive de Ba d d n’ait 
pas produit encore, au XIIe et au XIIIe siècles, quelques personnalités intellectuelles 
marquantes comme les philosophes Hibat All h Ab  l-Barak t et Ibn Kamm na, qui 
ont d’ailleurs, au déclin de leur carrière, payé un tribut aux circonstances adverses plutôt 
qu’à une conviction intime en se convertissant à l’Isl m.”

104 See Abb s Zary b-Kh i: “Sih nukta dar bara-yi Rash d al-D n Fa l All h.” In 
Proceedings of  the Colloquium on Rash d al-D n Fa l All h. Tehran-Tabriz, 11–16 Aban 1348 

(2–7 November 1969). Tehran 1971, pp. 123–35; Netzer: “Rash d al-D n and His Jewish 
Background.”—The only case we came across of  the title Izz al-D n being used for Ibn 
Kamm na by a Muslim is Moshe Perlmann’s edition of  an anonymous refutation of  Ibn 
Kamm na’s Tanq (“‘Proving Muhammad’s Prophethood’, A Muslim critique of  Ibn 
Kammuna.” [Hebrew] In Hagut Ivrit Ba’Amerika. Studies on Jewish Themes by Contemporary 

American Scholars. Eds. Menahem Zohori, Arie Tartakover, and Haim Ormian. Vol. III. 
Tel Aviv 1974, p. 83:5). However, Perlmann clearly erred here, since the manuscript of  
the text has Izz al-Dawla. For an improved edition of  the text, see below, Appendix B: 
Kit b f  ithb t al-nubuwwa li-Mu ammad alayhi al-sal m (ms. Hamidiye 1447/3).
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before or during the persecution he experienced, either the anonymous 
author of  al- aw dith al-j mi a, or Ibn al-Fuwa  would have mentioned 
it. The possibility of  his conversion to Twelver Sh ism in illa during 
the last months of  his life, as suggested by the copyist of  the Ma lib,
cannot be ruled out altogether. Yet again, it would be hard to believe 
that the author of  the Tanqi would have converted to Islam, once he 
had escaped persecution.105

3. Ibn Kamm na’s Philosophical Thought

A comprehensive assessment of  Ibn Kamm na’s philosophical thought 
can only be undertaken when critical editions of  all his extant writings 
are available. In the following pages, only some basic outlines of  his 
thought will be given.

As a philosopher, Ibn Kamm na was a follower of  Ibn S n . With 
some modifications, his cosmology is Avicennan. His distinction between 
the One as the Necessary Existent (w jib al-wuj d) and other existents as 
contingents (mumkin t) is also Avicennan, as is his notion of  prophecy, 
explained in detail in the first chapter of  his Tanq .106

One of  the issues Ibn Kamm na was most concerned with is the 
human soul, and it is on this issue that he formulated his most distinct 
views. He wrote several independent treatises on the soul, three of  which 
are extant.107 His detailed discussions of  the human soul in his other 
philosophical treatises and commentaries also testify to his interest in the 
issue. The main sources for his psychology are again Ibn S n ’s writings. 

105 Although it is almost certain that Ibn Kamm na remained Jewish throughout his 
life, there are clear indications in his writings that attest to his openness to and respect 
for Islam and possibly Christianity. He freely adduces Qur nic verses in his writings 
and uses the relevant eulogistic formula when mentioning the Prophet Mu ammad. As 
was said earlier (see above, n. 91), Perlmann suggests that these eulogies were added by 
later scribes. This is unlikely since they are to be found in copies of  his writings made 
by both Muslim and Jewish scribes. Moreover, in his Kalim t waj za (see below, Chapter 
Three, Text One), Ibn Kamm na uses the term al-shar i  al- aqqa which also indicates 
his respect for the three Abrahamic religions and their respective dispensations.

106 Some instances where Ibn Kamm na follows Ibn S n  have been indicated in 
Perlmann’s annotation to his edition of  Ibn Kamm na’s Tanq .

107 See below, Chapter Two, Sections 1.3.8, 1.3.9, and 1.3.10.
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However, he disagreed with Ibn S n  when he rejected the latter’s view 
that a human rational soul comes into existence with the birth of  the 
body in which it inheres. Instead, he maintained the pre-eternity of  the 
human soul. His main argument is that the human soul is simple (bas )
while everything that is originated in time ( ad th) is a composite. Thus, 
the human rational soul must be pre-eternal (qad m). His arguments 
for the simplicity of  the human soul and for simples being necessarily 
pre-eternal seem to be original—at least this is what Ibn Kamm na
claims. Following Suhraward , Ibn Kamm na criticizes the arguments 
against the transmigration of  souls and seems to take a non-commital 
position on the issue. This is also the view of  Suhraward  in his ikmat

al-ishr q and this is typical for later followers of  Suhraward , such as 
Shams al-D n al-Shahraz r  and Qu b al-D n al-Sh r z .108 However, 
since he is the only one of  them maintaining the pre-eternity of  the 
soul, his understanding of  transmigration must have been different from 
the notion upheld by Suhraward , Shahraz r  and presumably Qu b
al-D n al-Sh r z , who agreed on its temporal origin.109 Apparently Ibn 
Kamm na was searching for Plato’s explanation for the eternity of  the 
soul, as is suggested by his use of  Miskawayh’s (d. 421/1030) al-Fawz al-

a ghar in one of  his maq l t devoted to the human soul. Ibn Kamm na
was not entirely satisfied with the explanations he found there; he states 
that he was unable to grasp them fully as they lacked precision. Perhaps, 
he says, it was not originally presented as an apodictic proof  (burh n) but 
rather rhetorically (kal man khi biyyan) and only later was it understood 
by the later philosophers, including Miskawayh, as a syllogism.110

Ibn Kamm na was not a typical Peripatetic philosopher, as he did 
not hesitate to criticize Aristotle openly and to maintain views that 
disagreed with what were perceived to have been Aristotelian positions. 
His detachment from the Aristotelian tradition was apparently due 

108 For the views of  Suhraward  and his early commentators on the issue of  the 
transmigration of  souls, see Sabine Schmidtke: “The Doctrine of  the Transmigration 
of  Soul according to Shih b al-D n al-Suhraward  (killed 587/1191) and his Followers.” 
Studia Iranica 28 (1999), pp. 237–54.

109 I (S.S.) take the opportunity to correct what I wrote earlier, viz. that Qu b al-D n
al-Sh r z  was a follower of  Ibn Kamm na on the issue of  the pre-eternity of  the soul 
(“The Doctrine of  the Transmigration of  Soul,” pp. 249–50). See also below, p. 32.

110 See his “Maq la f  l-ta d q bi-anna nafs al-ins n b qiya abadan,” pp. 115–16.
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to the influence of  the writings of  Abu l-Barak t al-Baghd d  and 
Suhraward  on his thought. Ibn Kamm na repeatedly refers to al-Kit b

al-Mu tabar, the magnum opus of  the Jewish convert to Islam Abu l-Barak t
al-Baghd d . The controversial views of  Abu l-Barak t in his Mu tabar,
which was a major critique of  Aristotelian philosophy, were attacked by 
later scholars such as Suhraward , who disparagingly referred to him 
as ba  man tafalsafa min al-yah d, Fakhr al-D n al-R z  and Na ir al-D n
al- s . Ibn Kamm na attempted to justify Abu l-Barak t’s positions 
on a number of  issues and refered to him respectfully even when he 
maintained different views.111

Shih b al-D n al-Suhraward , the founder of  the philosophy 
of  illumination ( ikmat al-ishr q), was another critic of  mainstream 
Aristotelian philosophy. When Ibn Kamm na wrote a commentary 
upon the latter’s Talw t, Suhraward  did not as yet figure among 
the higher ranks of  philosophers, and it seems that Ibn Kamm na’s 
Shar  was the first commentary ever written on any of  the works of  
Suhraward  and that the popularity of  this commentary influenced
subsequent reception of  the Shaykh al-ishr q. From his commentary on 
Talw t, as well as from some of  his other writings, it is evident that Ibn 
Kamm na was familiar with and used Suhraward ’s other philosophical 
works in Arabic, namely his ikmat al-ishr q, al-Mash ri  wa-l-Mu ra t,

al-Muq wam t, al-Alw  al- im diyya and his Kalimat al-ta awwuf. While he 
explicitly refers to the first three works mentioned, he never mentions 
Kalimat al-ta awwuf by name although he used it extensively, particularly 
those parts containing moral advice and mystical instructions, many of  
which Ibn Kamm na adduced in his Kalim t waj za and some of  his 
other writings.112

Ibn Kamm na followed Suhraward  in a number of  issues, such as 
the principle of  the most noble contingency (q idat al-imk n al-ashraf ),
his admission of  movement in substance, his non-commital position on 
the issue of  the transmigration of  souls and his uncertainty about the 

111 See, e.g., his Shar  al-Talw t. Eds. Ziai and Alwishah, pp. 267–69. Ibn Kamm na
also refers repeatedly to Abu l-Barak t in his maq las on the human soul.

112 See below, Chapter Two, Section 1.1.2 for references to other writings by 
Suhraward  in his Shar  al-Talw t, and Chapter Three, Text One where adoptions 
from Kalimat al-ta awwuf have been mentioned in the annotation.
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number of  spheres. Moreover, like Suhraward , Ibn Kamm na was not 
interested in mathematics, which he never addressed in his writings. 
Yet it would be inappropriate to consider Ibn Kamm na a follower of  
Suhraward , as he disagreed with him on certain issues such as the pre-
eternity of  the soul. There are aspects of  Suhraward ’s thought and œuvre

that Ibn Kamm na ignored, and there is no reference in his work to any 
of  the allegorical writings of  Suhraward , most of  which are written in 
Persian and therefore may have been inaccessible to Ibn Kamm na. But 
he also never referred to those composed in Arabic, just as he ignored 
any writings by Ibn S n  in this genre. Moreover, Ibn Kamm na did not 
share Suhraward ’s veneration of  the ancient philosophers of  Persia, 
Egypt and Greece, and likewise he was not interested in Suhraward ’s 
specific terminology, which was derived from pre-Islamic Persian notions 
and figured prominently in his ikmat al-ishr q.

Ibn Kamm na was also familiar with, and made extensive use of, 
the writings of  Ab mid al-Ghazz l  (d. 505/1111) and Fakhr al-
D n al-R z . As has been pointed out by Perlmann, Ibn Kamm na
used Ghazz l ’s Tah fut al-fal sifa and his Munqidh min al- al l in his 
Tanq ,113 and in his commentary on the Talw t he used Ghazz l ’s 
Mishk t al-anw r.114 In his various maq las on nafs Ibn Kamm na rejected 
Ghazz l ’s view on the soul, presumably having his Tah fut al-fal sifa

in mind.115 Moreover, in his Kalim t waj za and Ithb t al-mabda  Ibn 
Kamm na adduced some pieces of  moral advice which he seems to 
have paraphrazed from Ghazz l ’s I y ul m al-d n.116 His familiarity 
with R z ’s writings is evident from his superglosses on the latter’s 
Ma lim, in which he constantly refers to other writings by R z , namely 
his Nih yat al- uq l, his Mu a al and his Kit b al-Arba n, and the fact that 

113 See Tanq  al-ab th. Ed. Perlmann, pp. 2–3.
114 See Shar  al-Talw t [part III, mawrid 4, mir d arsh ]. Ed. M saw , pp. 992–93.
115 In his “Maq la f  l-ta d q bi-anna nafs al-ins n b qiya abadan” (ed. Barkhw h,

p. 124), Ibn Kamm na says that he was familiar with Ghazz l ’s view on the soul, which 
he rejected.

116 For example Ghazz l ’s prohibition on cursing (la n) others and his argument that 
it is not a sin to refrain from cursing Satan (Ibl s), let alone others. See I y ul m al-d n

[al-Juz  al-th lith. Kit b f t al-lis n: al- f t al-th mina]. Beirut n.d., vol. 3, p. 118:23–24 
which is to be found in Ibn Kamm na’s Kalim t waj za and his Ithb t al-mabda . See below, 
Chapter Three, Text One (p. 164) and Text Two (p. 190).
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he quoted a great deal from his writings in the Tanq .117 Ibn Kamm na
had studied R z ’s Mu a al, together with the critical commentary on 
it by s , as is evident from the extant excerpts.118 Ibn Kamm na was 
also familiar with R z ’s view on the soul, which he criticized in his 
superglosses on his Ma lim and in his Maq la f  l-ta d q bi-anna nafs al-

ins n b qiya abadan.119 In addition, he was well-acquainted with R z ’s 
views on logic, to which he refers in his commentaries on Talw t and 
Ish r t.120

At some stage in his life Ibn Kamm na also became familiar with 
Najm al-D n Ab  Bakr Mu ammad al-Nakhjaw n  and his critical 
commentaries on Ibn S n ’s Ish r t. However, although he studied his 
writings closely, as is evident from the extant extracts that he copied,121

there is no evidence that Nakhjaw n  had any influence on his thought. 
Rather, Ibn Kamm na seems to have disapproved of  his criticism.122

Moreover, since Ibn Kamm na’s epitomes of  Nakhjaw n ’s critical 
commentaries on Ibn S n ’s Ish r t were written some eight years after 
he had completed his own commentary on the work, in which there is 

117 This is the case particularly in Chapters One and Four. See, e.g., Tanq . Ed. 
Perlmann, pp. 7, 8, 10, 18, 19, 69, 86, 88.

118 See below, Chapter Two, Section 1.2.1.
119 See ed. Barkhw h, p. 124 where he explicitly mentions R z  as an opponent of  the 

philosophical notion of  the soul.
120 See, e.g., Shar  al-Talw t [part I, mar ad 1, talw  1: f  ghara  al-man iq]. Ed. M saw ,

p. 9; Shar  al-ish r t. Ms. Ragıp Pa a 845, f. 42b. In both instances, he specifically refers 
to R z ’s notion of  conception and consent.

121 See below, Chapter Two, Sections 1.2.6 and 1.2.7.
122 According to gh  Buzurg (Dhar a, vol. 2, p. 97 no. 382), Ibn Kamm na writes 

at the end of  his excerpts from Nakhjaw n ’s al-I tir t min Kit b Zubdat al-naq  wa-lub b

al-kashf:

.
There is so far no study of  Nakhjaw n , and none of  his writings have as yet been 
edited. See the brief  sketches provided by Shab b : Tur thun , pp. 100–4, M s  M saw :
Min al-Suhraward  il  l-Sh r z . Beirut 1979, pp. 79–87 (most of  the material adduced 
by M saw  is based on Shab b ’s account), and Mudarris Ra aw : A w l u th r, pp. 
195, 565.—Nakhjaw n  also has a work on medicine which is extant in manuscript: 
Ajwiba an i tir t Fakhr al-D n al-R z  li-l-q n n (ms. Ayasofya 3721, ff. 1a–66b). Another 
manuscript of  the same text is extant in Paris; see Ferdinand Wüstenfeld: Geschichte der 

arabischen Aerzte und Naturforscher. Nach den Quellen bearbeitet. Göttingen 1840, p. 131 no. 
233.—There are some indications that he may also be the author of  a Mathnaw  entitled 

ar q al-ta q q, the authorship of  which is still disputed (ed. Bo Utas. Lund 1973).
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no trace of  Nakhjaw n , he seems to have become acquainted with the 
latter’s writings at a relatively late stage of  his life.

Among the philosophers of  his own time, Ibn Kamm na had studied 
in depth the writings of  Na r al-D n al-T s , K tib , and Ath r al-
D n al-Abhar . In the introduction to his commentary on Ish r t, Ibn 
Kamm na states that he has made extensive use of  s ’s commentary. 
K tib ’s works and notions repeatedly served as a point of  departure 
for his writings, and in his commentary on the Talw t Ibn Kamm na
explicitly refers to Abhar ’s Muntah  al-afk r.123 There are also indications 
that he used Abhar ’s Kashf  al- aq iq.124

4. The Reception of  Ibn Kamm na in later Muslim Thought

Ibn Kamm na was one of  the most popular and influential philosophers 
of  the Eastern lands of  Islam both during his lifetime and in the decades 
following his death. It was his commentary on Suhraward ’s Talw t that 
was copied and read most, followed by his independent philosophical 
work al-Jad d f  l- ikma. Numerous manuscript copies of  his Shar  al-

Talwi t were produced during this period, not only in Baghdad but also 
in places such as Isfahan, Tabriz, Mashhad, and possibly Najaf. Some 
of  the copies made in Baghdad were transcribed in the Ni miyya 
madrasa.125 Given the quantity of  manuscript copies of  this commentary 
and the fact that it quickly became available in many of  the cultural 
centres of  the Eastern lands of  Islam—as compared with Shahraz r ’s 
commentary on the Talw t—126 Ibn Kamm na very soon became 
known as the “commentator on the Talw t” (sh ri  al-Talw t).127 Most 

123 See Shar  al-Talw t [part III, mawrid 1, talw  1: f  dh tih ]. Ed. M saw , p. 701.
124 Far marz Qar malik  states that the way Ibn Kamm na presented the liar 

paradox is apparently taken from Abhar ’s Kashf  al- aq iq. See his “Kit bshin s  ta l l -
yi paradox-i Dur ghg ,” p. 33.

125 For details, see below, Chapter Two, Section 1.1.2.
126 Ritter I, pp. 273–75 lists only four copies of  Shahraz r ’s commentary.
127 As reference is given to him by Jal l al-D n al-Daw n  (“Shaw kil al- r.” In 

Thal th ras il. Ed. Sayyid A mad T ysirk n . Mashhad 1411/1991, p. 153:4–5), 
Qu b al-D n al-R z  (“al-Ris la al-ma m la f  l-ta awwur wa-l-ta d q.” In Ris lat n f

l-ta awwur wa-l-ta d q. Ed. Mahd  Shar at . Qum 1416/[1995–96], p. 116:9), Najm al-
D n Ma m d al-Nayr z  (Mi b  al-arw  f  kashf  aq iq al-alw . Ms. Ragıp Pa a 853, 
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of  the extant copies of  his al-Jad d f  l- ikma were also produced during 
the fifty years following his death.128

The most immediate influence his philosophical writings and notions 
had was on his younger contemporary Qu b al-D n Ma m d al-Sh r z
(634–710/1236–1311).129 It is not known whether or not the two ever 
met. Qu b al-D n is known to have spent some time in Baghdad between 
665/1266 and 667/1268, and he could have met Ibn Kamm na there.130

Qu b al-D n wrote two major philosophical works, a commentary on 
Suhraward ’s ikmat al-ishr q in Arabic, completed in 694/1295,131 and 
an independent encyclopaedic work written in Persian, Durrat al-t j li-

ghurrat al-dubb j, completed between 693/1294 and 705/1306, which 
contains an extensive section on philosophy.132 Both works testify to the 
profound impact that the writings of  Ibn Kamm na had on Qu b al-
D n al-Sh r z .

ff. 3b:15, 123a:19) and adr al-D n al-Sh r z  (“Mull adr ”) (“Ris lat al-ta awwur wa-
l-ta d q.” In Ris lat n f  l-ta awwur wa-l-ta d q. Ed. Mahd  Shar at . Qum 1416/[1995–
96], p. 67:7).

128 See below, Chapter Two, Section 1.3.1.
129 The influence of  Ibn Kamm na’s writings on those of  his contemporary 

Shams al-D n al-Shahraz r  still needs to be studied in depth. In his edition of  vol. 2 
[containing al-Ris la al-r bi a f  l- ul m al- ab iyya] of  Shahraz r ’s Ras il al-Shajara al-

il hiyya, Najafqul ab b  has shown that Shahraz r  has numerous adoptions therein 
from Ibn Kamm na’s Shar  al-Talw t (Tehran 1384/2006).

130 For the main stages of  Qu b al-D n al-Sh r z ’s biography, see Walbridge: Science

of  Mystical Lights, pp. 7–24.
131 Shar ikmat al-ishr q has been published at least twice: Lithograph edition by Asad 

All h Har t . Tehran 1313–15/1895–97, containing also Mull adr ’s glosses on Qu b
al-D n’s commentary [recently reprinted without place and date]. Critical edition by 
Abd All h N r n  and Mahd  Mu aqqiq. Tehran 1380/2001. If  not stated otherwise, 
we will refer in the following to the critical edition only. Hans Daiber mentions another 
edition by Ibr h m ab ab  (Tehran 1934) which was not available to us (Bibliography 

of  Islamic Philosophy, vol. 1, p. 751 no. 7316).
132 No complete edition of  Durrat al-t j is yet available. Between 1317–20/1938–41 

Sayyid Mu ammad Mishk t published five portions of  the work, namely f ti a, jumla

1: logic (man iq), jumla 2: first philosophy ( falsafa-yi l ), jumla 3: physics ( ilm-i ab ),
and jumla 5: metaphysics ( ilm-i il h ). The third edition which was at our disposal 
(Tehran 1369/1990) has the original pagination for each separate volume, as well as 
consecutive pagination for the editor’s introduction and all five volumes; in the following 
only the consecutive pagination will be given. Sayyid asan Mishk n abas  in 1324/
1945 published portions of  jumla 4 on mathematics ( ilm-i riy ), and in 1369/1991, 
M hdukhtb n  Hum  published sections three and four of  the kh tima.
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In the introduction to his Shar ikmat al-Ishr q, Qu b al-D n
mentions without any further qualification that he had made use of  
other commentaries on Suhraward ’s writings when writing his own.133

His main source is the one on the same text by Shahraz r , completed 
nine years before Qu b al-D n wrote his.134 The dependence of  Qu b al-
D n’s commentary on the Shar  of  Shahraz r  has been well established 
ever since the study on the two commentaries by Corbin.135 Less well 
known hitherto has been that Qu b al-D n also relied heavily on 
Ibn Kamm na’s Shar  al-Talw t in his commentary which contains 
numerous quotations and borrowings from Ibn Kamm na’s Shar .136

Qu b al-D n al-Sh r z  offers some general elaborations on a variety 
of  issues, taken from Ibn Kamm na’s Shar  al-Talw t with only minor 
modifications. In none of  these cases does he indicate his source. They 
include (1) elaborations on the philosophical principle that God does not 
act with specific objectives, for an agent who acts with an objective does 
so to reach self-perfection and must therefore be deficient. The entire 
passage in Qu b al-D n’s commentary is meant to clarify Suhraward ’s 
statement that the motion of  the celestial spheres is not for the sake 
of  what lies beneath them (inna arakat al-bar zikh al- alawiyya laysat li-

m  ta tah );137 (2) his critical remarks about the Ash arite notion of  the 

133 Qu b al-D n al-Sh r z : Shar ikmat al-ishr q, p. 5:19.
134 Ms. Esad Efendi 1932 contains a colophon at the end of  Shahraz r ’s Shar ikmat

al-ishr q indicating that the author completed the work on 20 Rajab 685/11 September 
1286; see f. 298a:10–14: faragha min ta l fih  al-faylas f  al-k mil . . . Shams al- aqq wa-l-Milla 

wa-l-D n . . . Mu ammad b. Mu ammad [sic] al-Shahraz r . . . f ishr n min Rajab min sanat 685/
[11 September 1286]. Cf. our “Some notes on a new edition of  a medieval philosophical 
text in Turkey. Shams al-D n al-Shahraz r ’s Ras il al-Shajara al-il hiyya,” p. 77.

135 See Shih b al-D n al-Suhraward : Opera Metaphysica et Mystica II. Ed. Henry 
Corbin. Tehran 1952, Prolégomènes II, pp. 64–71 (6. Les deux grands Commentaires 
de Shamsaddîn Shahrazûrî et de Qotbaddîn Shîrâzî). The dependence of  Qu b al-
D n al-Sh r z ’s commentary on Shahraz r ’s Shar  was first mentioned by iy  al-D n
Durr  I fah n  in the introduction to his Persian translation of  Shahraz r ’s Nuzhat al-

arw  entitled Kanz al- ikma (Tehran 1316/1937, p. 12).
136 Some of  the borrowings have been mentioned by Sayyid usayn Sayyid M saw :

“Mull adr  u Ibn Kamm na.” In Mull adr  u mu la t-i ta b q . Majm a-yi maq l t-i

ham yish-i jah n -yi ak m Mull adr . Vol. 5. Tehran 1381/2002, pp. 46–53. See also 
our “Qu b al-D n al-Sh r z ’s (d. 710/1311) Durrat al-T j and Its Sources,” pp. 309–28 
for additional examples for the reception of  Ibn Kamm na’s writings in Qu b al-D n
al-Sh r z ’s Shar ikmat al-ishr q.

137 Qu b al-D n al-Sh r z : Shar ikmat al-ishr q, pp. 395:12–396:9 [commenting on 
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eternity of  the divine attributes;138 (3) his elaborations on the meaning of  
pleasure and pain and the difference between the two.139

There are other issues on which Qu b al-D n al-Sh r z  considered 
Ibn Kamm na’s comments to be appropriate explanations since he 
included them in his commentary, such as (1) Ibn Kamm na’s proof  
for the immortality of  the soul following the death of  the body;140 (2) his 
explanation that the divine attributes can be thought of  as either relative 
(i fiyya), negative (salbiyya) or respective (i tib riyya);141 (3) his elaborations 
on conception (ta awwur) and assent (ta d q),142 and (4) his explanations 
as to which of  the categories (maq l t) are receptive to change in 
intensity.143 Qu b al-D n, moreover, followed Ibn Kamm na in some 
instances where the latter criticized Suhraward , as in the case of  Ibn 
Kamm na’s argument for the absurdity of  a body without inclination 
( jism ad m al-mayl ). Ibn Kamm na agreed with Suhraward ’s position 
but criticized his argument for it, and Qu b al-D n incorporated the 
relevant passages in his Shar .144 Ibn Kamm na also criticized one of  

part 2, discourse 3, chapter 4] which is taken from part III of  Ibn Kamm na’s Shar  al-

Talw t [mawrid 2, talw  1: f  l-ghan ]. Ed. M saw , pp. 805:12–806:14.
138 See Qu b al-D n al-Sh r z : Shar ikmat al-ishr q, p. 377:13–18 [commenting on 

part 2, discourse 3, chapter 1] which is taken from part III of  Ibn Kamm na’s Shar

al-Talw t [mawrid 1, talw  5: f  kayfiyyat ibd  al-w id min jam  al-wuj h]. Ed. M saw ,
p. 787:15–21.

139 Qu b al-D n al-Sh r z : Shar ikmat al-ishr q, p. 328:11–18 [commenting on part 
2, discourse 2, chapter 5] which is taken from part III of  Ibn Kamm na’s Shar  al-

Talw t [mawrid 3, fa l 7: al- ujja f  imtin  al-tan sukh]. Ed. M saw , pp. 928:14–929:2.
140 Qu b al-D n al-Sh r z : Shar ikmat al-ishr q, pp. 24:21–243:5, 243:7, 243:11–17 

[commenting on part 1, discourse 3, judgement on proofs of  the immortality of  the 
soul] which is taken from part III of  Ibn Kamm na’s Shar  al-Talw t [mawrid 3, fa l

5: i lam anna l-nafs b qiya ba da l-badan . . .]. Ed. M saw , pp. 908:21–909:5, 909:13–15, 
910:7–12.

141 Qu b al-D n al-Sh r z : Shar ikmat al-ishr q, pp. 303:21–304:24 [commenting 
on part 2, discourse 1, chapter 9] which is taken from part III of  Ibn Kamm na’s Shar

al-Talw t [mawrid 1, talw 2: kal m jumal  f if tih ]. Ed. M saw , pp. 732:5–733:8.
142 Qu b al-D n al-Sh r z : Shar ikmat al-ishr q, p. 41:7–9, 41:20–21 [commenting 

on part 1, discourse 1, rule two on the difference between conception and assent] which 
is taken from part I of  Ibn Kamm na’s Shar  al-Talw t [mar ad 1, talw  1: f  ghara  al-

man iq]. Ed. M saw , pp. 9:5–12, 9:19–10:2.
143 Qu b al-D n al-Sh r z : Shar ikmat al-ishr q, pp. 230:14–18, 230:22ff, 232:9–13, 

232:17–20 [commenting on part 1, discourse 3, judgment concerning investigations 
related to prime matter and form] which is taken from part III of  Ibn Kamm na’s Shar

al-Talw t. Ed. M saw , pp. 614:6–9, 614:22ff, 615:615:5–9, 615:18–20.
144 Qu b al-D n al-Sh r z : Shar ikmat al-ishr q, pp. 251:22–252:4 [commenting on 
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Suhraward ’s arguments against atomism as inadequate, and Qu b al-
D n quoted the relevant passages in his commentary.145

In addition to these borrowings, Qu b al-D n mentioned some 
positions of  Ibn Kamm na which he did not share, such as the view 
that the simple cannot emanate from the composite146 and on the pre-
eternity of  the soul.147 In his summaries of  Ibn Kamm na’s views on 
these issues, Qu b al-D n evidently used other works by him other than 
Shar  al-Talw t. With regard to the first issue, Qu b al-D n states that 
he formulated the argument himself  with minimal modifications (ma a

adn  taghy r), using various writings by Ibn Kamm na. Various passages 
with similar wording to Qu b al-D n’s, but none of  which seems to have 
been Qu b al-D n’s exclusive source, can be found in his Maq la f  l-ta d q

bi-anna nafs al-ins n b qiya abadan,148 Maq la f  anna l-nafs laysat bi-miz j al-

badan wa-l  k ina an miz j al-badan,149 and al-Jad d f  l- ikma,150 of  which 
the first text mentioned was apparently his main source.151 In regard to 
the second issue, viz. Ibn Kamm na’s view on the pre-eternity of  the 
soul, Qu b al-D n partly quotes and partly summarizes his Maq la f

l-ta d q bi-anna nafs al-ins n b qiya abadan.152 In both cases Qu b al-D n
ascribed the views mentioned to ba  al-mu ir n min al-af il or ba  al-

af il min al-mu ir n in order to make it clear that he did not share them. 
Such references were apparently understood by the readers of  the time 
to refer to Ibn Kamm na.153

part 1, discourse 3, principle stating that the simple may emanate from the composite] 
which is taken from part II of  Ibn Kamm na’s Shar  al-Talw t [Fa l f  l-jism al-muta arrik 

wa-l-mayl]. Eds. Ziai and Alwishah, pp. 119:5–7, 120:6–7, 120:9–11, 120:13–14.
145 Qu b al-D n al-Sh r z : Shar ikmat al-ishr q, pp. 234:3–11 [commenting on part 

1, discourse 3, principle on the denial of  the individual atom] which is taken from part 
II of  Ibn Kamm na’s Shar  al-Talw t. Eds. Ziai and Alwishah, pp. 29:10–30:1, 30:3–4, 
30:6–7.

146 Shar ikmat al-ishr q, pp. 249:10–250:5.
147 Shar ikmat al-ishr q, pp. 431:12–432:14.
148 Ibn Kamm na: “Maq la f  l-ta d q bi-anna nafs al-ins n b qiya abadan,” p. 97.
149 Ibn Kamm na: “Maq la f  anna l-nafs laysat bi-miz j al-badan wa-l  k ina an

miz j al-badan,” pp. 138–39.
150 Ibn Kamm na: Al-Jad d f  l- ikma, p. 249.
151 Shar ikmat al-ishr q, pp. 431:12–432:7 which is presumably taken from Ibn 

Kamm na: “Maq la f  l-ta d q bi-anna nafs al-ins n b qiya abadan,” pp. 91–92.
152 Ibn Kamm na: “Maq la f  l-ta d q bi-anna nafs al-ins n b qiya abadan,” pp. 

91–92.
153 There is, for example, a marginal note in ms. Ragıp Pa a 854 (f. 112b) on a 
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The impact of  Ibn Kamm na on Qu b al-D n al-Sh r z  is even more 
evident in the latter’s Durrat al-T j. The work consists of  a f ti a, five 
portions (sg. jumla), and an epilogue (kh tima). The five portions constitut-
ing the main body of  the work deal with 1. logic, 2. first philosophy 
( falsafa-yi l ), 3. physics, 4. mathematics and 5. metaphysics. The sections 
dealing with first philosophy, physics and metaphysics ( jumla 2, 3, and 
5) are translations of  chapters 2, 3, 4, 5, and 6 of  Ibn Kamm na’s al-

Jad d f  l- ikma. Qu b al-D n even kept editorial statements that disagree 
with the context of  Durrat al-t j. In the section on first philosophy, for 
example, he translated Ibn Kamm na’s statement that the discussion on 
al-kayfiyy t bi-l-kam al-munfa il belonged to arithmetics, which is beyond 
the purpose of  the book, i.e., al-Jad d f  l- ikma (pp. 281–82), although 
Qu b al-D n treats arithmetics at length in jumla 4.

The text of  jumla 1 of  Durrat al-t j, dealing with logic, is far less 
dependent on the Jad d f  l- ikma. The text of  the first three chapters 
(maq lat) of  this section is independent from Ibn Kamm na’s Jad d,
although Qu b al-D n was clearly inspired by the work, as the number 
of  chapters and the respective chapter headings correspond exactly 
with those in the Jad d. Chapters 4, 5, and 7 of  the portion on logic are 
again dependent on Ibn Kamm na’s work; here Qu b al-D n translated, 
with minor exceptions, the corresponding chapters of  al-Jad d f  l- ikma,
supplementing them with copious commentary, exemplifying or other 
additions. In some cases Qu b al-D n adds critical remarks directed 
against ba  muta akhkhir n or ba  az muta akhkhir n, whose identity still 
needs to be clarified.154 Throughout chapters 4, 5, and 7, moreover, 
he makes a number of  editorial changes. He further subdivides the 
material presented in each chapter of  the logic section into several 
ta l m, even when taking material from Ibn Kamm na. Chapter 6 is a 
verbatim translation of  the corresponding Chapter ( fa l) Six of  al-Jad d

f  l- ikma.155

passage where Qu b al-D n refers to Ibn Kamm na as ba  al-af il min al-mu ir n

(= Shar ikmat al-ishr q, p. 431:12) stating: q la al-mur d bih  faylas f  al-yah d Ibn Kamm na

mawlaw . For further examples, see below, pp. 136–37, and n. 188.
154 Cf. Durrat al-t j, vol. 2, pp. 431:17–432:5; vol. 3, p. 424:5–18.
155 For further details, see our “Qu b al-D n al-Sh r z ’s (d. 710/1311) Durrat al-T j

and Its Sources.”
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Qu b al-D n al-Sh r z  had a number of  Ibn Kamm na’s writings in 
his possession, among them a copy of  Ibn Kamm na’s Shar  al-talw t,
which in 692/1292–93 he gave as a gift to a prince.156 He also wrote a 
codex, copied around 685/1286 in Konya, containing Ibn Kamm na’s 
Kalim t waj za, Tanq and possibly Jad d f  l- ikma, which is partially 
preserved.157 In addition, two incomplete copies of  the codex are extant. 
One of  them (ms. Majlis 593) was written in 1060/1650.158 This copy 
does not contain al-Jad d f  l- ikma, which is included, however, in a 

156 Ms. Ahmed III 3244 (= Topkapı 6707). In the dedication written by Qu b al-
D n’s hand (f. 1a), Ibn Kamm na is referred to as al-Im m al-f il wa-l- ak m al-k mil, see 
below, Chapter Two, Section 1.1.2.

157 Ms. Mar ash  12868. The codex contains the following items: (1) Fragment from 
an unidentified philosophical work (f. 1 [heavily destroyed]); (2) various poems in Arabic 
(f. 2); (3) various poems in Arabic and Persian (f. 3a); (4) fragment of  report about a 
conversation between Aristotle and Alexander (f. 3b); (5) fragment of  Majlis-i makt b-i

Khw razm by Shahrast n  (ff. 4a–22a); (6) an anonymous Persian history of  the Mongols 
(ff. 22b–39b); (7) Ibn Kamm na: Kalim t waj za (ff. 40a–59b); (8) Ibn Kamm na: Tanq

al-ab th (ff. 59b–126b); (9) min kal m Aris  (ff. 126b–128b); (10) various poems in Persian 
(f. 129); (11) Samaw al al-Maghrib : If m al-yah d (ff. 130a–144b); (12) Nuskhat mas ala

waradat al  Samaw al min ba  al-zan diqa al-mutafalsifa (ff. 144b–145b); (13) Nuskhat al-

jaw b [li-Samaw al al-Maghrib ] (ff. 145b–147a); (14) fragment from an unidentified
work apparently on medicine (f. 147). See also A mad al- usayn , Sayyid Ma m d
Mar ash  Najaf  [et al.]: Fihrist-i Kit bkh na-yi Um m -yi Ha rat-i yat All h al- u m  Najaf

Mar ash  1–. Qum 1975–, vol. 32, pp. 637–43, 1151–57. We are grateful to Sayyid 
Ma m d Mar ash  Najaf  for having provided us with a copy of  this codex.

158 Ms. Majlis 593 consists of  203 pp. [from p. 100 onwards, the codex is also 
foliated, p. 100 being f. 17a], 19 lines to a page, 24,5 × 15,5 cm; it contains the 
following items: (1) Fragment from an unidentified work, apparently on philosophy 
(p. 1); (2) Fragment from an unidentified philosophical work (p. 2); (3) Ibn Kamm na:
Kalim t waj za (pp. 3–40); (4) Majlis-i makt b-i Khw razm by Shahrast n  (pp. 40:5–69); 
(5) Ibn Kamm na: Tanq  al-ab th (pp. 69–178); (6) Samaw al al-Maghrib : If m al-

yah d (pp. 178–199:16); (7) Nuskhat mas ala waradat al  Samaw al min ba  al-zan diqa

al-mutafalsifa (pp. 199:17–200:16); (8) Nuskhat al-jaw b [li-Samaw al al-Maghrib ]
(pp. 200:17–202); (9) Excerpt from an unidentified philosophical work (pp. 202:15–
203). A microfilm of  ms. Majlis 593 is preserved in the Central Library of  Tehran 
University (no. 2320); see Mu ammad Taq  D nishpazh h: Fihrist-i m kr f lmh -yi

kha -yi kit bkh na-yi markaz -yi d nishg h-i Tihr n 1–3. Tehran 1348–63/1969–84, vol. 1, 
p. 673.—The codex contains the following colophons: p. 40 : wa-qad tamma tasw duh  f

shahr afar li-sanat 1060 min al-hijra al-muqaddasa (at the end of  Ibn Kamm na’s Kalim t

waj za); p. 68: nuqila min kha  al- All ma al-Sh r z  (at the end of  the Maj lis al-Shahrast n );
p. 178 (at the beginning of  If m al-yah d): nuqilat min kha  al- All ma al-Sh r z ; p. 199 (at 
the end of  If m al-yah d): rat kha  al- All ma al-Sh r z .
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second copy taken from the Sh r z  codex (ms. Fâtih 3141).159 The Fâtih 
codex was written by T j al-D n al-Kirm n , a student of  Qu b al-D n
al-Sh r z .160 Although the scribe does not mention his source, there are 
indications which make it patently clear that he had the original Sh r z
codex at his disposal. His codex contains most of  the writings also 
included in the original codex, and the similarity of  the versions of  Ibn 
Kamm na’s Tanq  and Kalim t waj za preserved in both codices likewise 
points to the Sh r z  codex as its Vorlage. It is likely that Qu b al-D n also 
possessed a copy of  Ibn Kamm na’s Maq la f  l-ta d q bi-anna nafs al-ins n

b qiya abadan which he used in his commentary on ikmat al-ishr q.
Presumably Qu b al-D n al-Sh r z  encouraged his students to read 

the writings of  Ibn Kamm na. Numerous copies of  the works of  Ibn 
Kamm na were made between 690/1291 and 710/1309 when Qu b
al-D n was active as a teacher.161 It is possible that apart from T j al-D n
al-Kirm n  there were other students of  Qu b al-D n, whose connection 
to him as a teacher has not been as yet established, who copied the 
works of  Ibn Kamm na.162

159 Ms. Fâtih 3141 (293ff, 20/25 lines to a page, 8 x 16,5 cm) contains the following 
items: (1) Ibn Kamm na: Al-Jad d f  l- ikma ff. 1–158 (= ed. am d Mar d al-Kab s
(Baghdad 1403/1982), pp. 145:1–498:7), ff. 160–172 (= pp. 498:7–531:7), f. 159 (= pp. 
531:8–533:3), f. 210 (= ed. pp. 533:3–536:22), ff. 173–201 (= pp. 536:22–598:4); (2) 
Ibn Kamm na: Tanq  al-ab th, ff. 202–209 (= ed. Perlmann, pp. 2:1–16:4), ff. 211–
263 (= pp. 17:2–108:8, 111:9–11); (3) Correspondence of  Samaw al al-Maghrib  with 
an anonymous accuser, ff. 264–265; (5) Ibn Kamm na: Kalim t waj za ff. 266–286; (6) 
Excerpts from various unidentified historical, philosophical and poetic works, partly 
Arabic, partly Persian, ff. 286–293.

160 The manuscript of  the ij za issued by Qu b al-D n al-Sh r z  to T j al-D n al-
Kirm n  (dated 696/1296–97; ms. Y suf  Agha (Konya) 6624, fol. 281) which may 
contain more information on what Kirm n  studied with Qu b al-D n was unavailable 
to us.

161 See below, Chapter Two, Sections 1.1.2 and 1.3.1 and passim.
162 A preliminary list of  his students is given by Walbridge (Science of  Mystic Lights,

pp. 172–74: Appendix B: Qu b al-D n’s Students). An in-depth study of  Qu b al-D n’s 
teaching activities would require, among other things, a thorough investigation of  all 
extant manuscripts of  his writings. Such an investigation would also bring to light 
some of  the erroneous attributions, such as his presumably alleged commentaries on 
Ibn S n ’s Ish r t and his Naj t. For his commentary on Ibn S n ’s Naj t, reference is 
given to ms. Damat brahim Pa a 817, and for his commentary on the Ish r t to ms. 
Ragıp Pa a 861; see John Walbridge: The Philosophy of  Qutb al-D n Sh r z . A Study in the 

Integration of  Islamic Philosophy. PhD thesis: Harvard University Cambridge, Mass., 1983, 
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For over a century and a half  after the death of  Qu b al-D n al-
Sh r z , knowledge of  Ibn Kamm na among Muslims remained 
limited to his commentary on Suhraward ’s Talw t. In the first half  of  
the 8th/14th century, glosses were written on the commentary by Na r
al-D n al-K sh  (or al-K sh n ) al- ill .163 Another philosopher of  the 
8th/14th century who made use of  Ibn Kamm na’s Shar  al-Talw t

was Qu b al-D n Mu ammad al-R z  al-Buwayh  (d. 766/1365), who 
quotes a long passage from the commentary in his Ris la f  l-ta awwur wa-

l-ta d q, including Ibn Kamm na’s definitions of  conception and assent, 
indicating his source.164 He was presumably also aware that Qu b al-
D n al-Sh r z  followed Ibn Kamm na on this issue, for immediately 
after quoting Ibn Kamm na’s words he refers to Qu b al-D n as “one of  
them” (ba ahum) and quotes a few lines from his Shar ikmat al-Ishr q,

pp. 244, 247. An examination of  these two manuscripts shows, however, that the former 
is Fakhr al-D n al-Isfar yin ’s commentary on the Naj t, while the latter is Qu b al-D n
al-R z ’s al-Mu kam t bayn Shar ay al-Ish r t. For a preliminary overview of  manuscripts 
of  writings of  Qu b al-D n, see ibid., pp. 235–76: Appendix C: Qu b al-D n’s Works. 
The list was compiled on the basis of  reference works and manuscript catalogues, and 
Walbridge apparently did not have the opportunity to inspect the manuscripts himself.

163 Extant in the margins of  the commentary in ms. Ragıp Pa a 852 (completed 
on 17 Rab  I 752/14 May 1351). See below, Chapter Two, Section 1.1.2.—K sh
also wrote glosses on some other philosophical and theological writings, viz. s ’s 
supercommentary on Ibn S n ’s Ish r t and on Shams al-D n al-I fah n ’s commentary 
on s ’s Tajr d al- aq id. On K sh ’s life and work, see Dhar a, vol. 2, p. 223 no. 879; 
vol. 6, p. 112 no. 601; vol. 13, p. 365 no. 1361; gh  Buzurg: abaq t a l m al-sh a,
vol. 3, pp. 149–50; Ab Abd All h b. s  al-Afand : Riy  al- ulam  1–6. Ed. A mad
al- usayn . Qum 1401/1981, vol. 4, pp. 180–82; vol. 5, p. 247; Mu sin al-Am n: A y n

al-sh a 1–11. Beirut 1403/1983, vol. 8, p. 309; Mu ammad b. asan al- urr al- mil :
Amal al- mil 1–2. Ed. A mad al- usayn . Baghdad 1385/1965, vol. 2, p. 202 no. 612; 
Abb s al-Qumm : Al-Kun  wa-l-alq b 1–3. Tehran 1368/1989, vol. 3, p. 218; N r All h
Shushtar : Maj lis al-mu min n 1–2. Ed. A mad Abd al-Mun f . Tehran 1375–76/
1955–56, vol. 2, pp. 216–17; Abd All h Ni ma: Fal sifat al-sh a. ay tuhum wa- r uhum.
Beirut 1962, pp. 314–16.—Among K sh ’s students were Sayyid aydar mul  (d. 
after 787/1385), Abd All h Sharafsh h to whom K sh  issued an ij za in 759/1357–58 
(cf. gh  Buzurg: abaq t a l m al-sh a, vol. 5, pp. 122, 149, 153, 185), and al-Miqd d
al-Suy r  (d. 826/1423), who repeatedly refers to his teacher’s views in his writings; cf. 
Sabine Schmidtke: Theologie, Philosophie und Mystik im zwölferschiitischen Islam des 9./15. 

Jahrhunderts. Die Gedankenwelten des Ibn Ab umh r al-A s  (um 838/1434–35—nach 906/

1501). Leiden 2000, p. 46.
164 Qu b al-D n al-R z : “al-Ris la al-ma m la f  l-ta awwur wa-l-ta d q,” pp. 116:9ff, 

taken from Ibn Kamm na: Shar  al-Talw t. Ed. M saw , pp. 9:5–10:15. Qu b al-D n
al-R z  introduces the quote with the words: q la sh ri  al-Talw t.
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which are Qu b al-D n’s concluding words to the same quotation taken 
from Ibn Kamm na’s commentary on the Talw t with no mention of  
its origin.165 Shams al-D n Mu ammad Ibn Mub raksh h al-Bukh r
(d. after 760/1359) also used Ibn Kamm na’s Shar  al-Talwi t in his 
commentary on K tib ’s ikmat al- ayn and explicitly referred to it.166

Like Qu b al-D n al-R z , he was aware of  Ibn Kamm na’s impact 
on Qu b al-D n al-Sh r z ’s Shar ikmat al-Ishr q, and he is the first to 
mention it explicitly.167

In the 9th/15th century, Jal l al-D n Mu ammad al-Daw n  (d. 
908/1502) departed from the pattern of  his predecessors by using a 
wider range of  writings by Ibn Kamm na.168 In his commentary on 
Hay kil al-n r, completed on 11 Shaww l 872/4 May 1468, Daw n
refers to Ibn Kamm na’s discussion of  the proof  for the uniqueness of  
God (isti lat wuj d w jibayn / wa dat w jib al-wuj d).169 Ibn Kamm na
had dealt with this issue first in his Ma lib, completed in Sha b n 657/
July-August 1259. There he sets out to prove that the species (naw ) of  
the Necessary Existent is specific to Him, i.e., that it is not shared by 
any other being (w jib al-wuj d yajibu an yak na naw uh  f  shakh ih  ay l

yak nu min dh lika l-naw  siw  shakh  w id),170 and the subsequent proof  

165 Qu b al-D n al-R z : “al-Ris la f  l-ta awwur wa-l-ta d q,” p. 121:5: q la ba uhum

f  l-farq bayn al- ukm wa-l-ta d q . . . The quote (p. 121:5–9) is taken from Qu b al-D n al-
Sh r z : Shar ikmat al-ishr q, pp. 41:24–42:3.

166 Shams al-D n Mu ammad Ibn Mub raksh h al-Bukh r : Shar  Hikmat al- ayn.
Kazan 1319/1901, pp. 275:8–11 (q la Izz al-Dawla f  shar ih  li-l-Talw t . . .), 286:30 
( Izz al-Dawla fi shar ih  li-l-Talw t).

167 Ibn Mub raksh h al-Bukh r : Shar  Hikmat al- ayn, pp. 286:30–287:1: hakadh

dhakarah an Izz al-Dawla f  shar ih  li-l-Talw t wa- aba ah  jam  min al- ulam att

ib al- aw sh ba thar hu f  shar ih  li-l-Ishr q. The quotation preceding this final note 
(p. 286:26–30) is taken from Shar  al-Talw t. Eds. Ziai and Alwishah, pp. 118:17–
119:4, and it is quoted verbatim by Qu b al-D n al-Sh r z  in his Shar ikmat al-ishr q,
p. 252:21–24.—The only extant version of  Qu b al-D n al-Sh r z ’s glosses (“al- aw sh

al-qu biyya”) on ikmat al- ayn are the quotations from them included by Ibn Mub raksh h
in his commentary.—On Ibn Mub raksh h, see asan rim : “Bukh r , Mu ammad
b. Mub raksh h.” In D nishn ma-yi jah n-i Isl m, vol. 2, pp. 384–85.

168 For Jal l al-D n al-Daw n , see Stephan Pohl: Zur Theosophie im nachmongolischen Iran. 

Leben und Werk des al ladd n ad-Daww n  (gest. 902/1502). Bochum 1997 [unpublished 
manuscript]. For his inventory of  his works, see Reza Pourjavady: “Kit bshin s -yi
th r-i Jal l al-D n Daw n .” Ma rif 15 i/ii (1377/1998), pp. 81–138.

169 Jal l al-D n al-Daw n : “Shaw kil al- r f  shar  Hay kil al-n r,” p. 166:11–13.
170 Ibn Kamm na: “al-Ma lib al-muhimma,” p. 77:21. In his al-Jad d f  l- ikma
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he adduces is meant to show the impossibility of  His species being 
shared by two necessary beings (law a ala min naw ih  shakh n . . .).171 Ibn 
Kamm na concludes the proof  by pointing out that all it shows is that 
there cannot be two necessary existents sharing the same essence ( fa-

qad b na min h dh  isti lat wuj d w jibayn mutash rikayn f  l-m hiyya). It is 
not an adequate proof  that there cannot be two necessary existents, 
each being the only representative within its own specific species (wa-l

yantiju h dh  l-burh n isti lat wuj d w jibayn kayfa k n  li-annah  min al-j iz

f  l- aql an yak na f  l-wuj d mawj d n naw  kull w id minhum  f  shakh ih

wa-yak n n mutash rikayn f  wuj b al-wuj d ). To rule this out, he continues, 
would require a different proof, and he admits that so far he has been 
unable to work out an appropriate proof  ( fa-h dh  l-i tim l in imtana a

k na imtin uh  bi-burh n ghayr h dh  l-burh n wa-lam a far bih  il  l- n).172

Daw n  inserts in his Shaw kil al- r f  shar  Hay kil al-n r the whole 
passage that contains Ibn Kamm na’s criticism, together with the 
latter’s confession that he had been unable to formulate an appropriate 
proof  to settle the issue. Daw n  does not give the title of  the Ma lib,
but refers to his source as “one of  his writings” (ba  ta n fih ).173 Ibn 

(p. 535:5–6), he formulates this principle as follows: kull m  huwa w jib al-wuj d li-dh tih

fa-inna naw ah  l  budda wa-an yan a ira f  shakh ih  . . . Qu b al-D n al-Sh r z  translates this 
passage as follows (Durrat al-t j. Ed. Mishk t, p. 815:21–22): har chih n w jib wuj d ast (li-

dh tihi) naw -i n l  budd b shad k  mun a ir b shad dar shakh -i .
171 Cf. Ibn Kamm na: “al-Ma lib al-muhimma,” p. 77:21–31. The complete proof  

reads as follows:

 .
 :  .

 .
 .

 .
 .

.
172 Ibn Kamm na: “al-Ma lib al-muhimma,” p. 78:2–3.
173 Daw n : “Shaw kil al- r,” p. 166:11–16. The complete passage reads as 

follows:

 .
.  .
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Kamm na seems to have pondered the problem intensively after having 
completed his Ma lib, for he supplies a proof  in his Taqr b al-ma ajja

completed in Dhu l- ijja 657/November 1259, i.e., some three months 
after the composition of  the Ma lib. Here he argues that all parts 
of  the world are inseparably linked to each other so that the entirety 
of  creation constitutes one composite. If  there were two necessary 
existents they would both necessarily be perfect causes ( illa t mma).
This, however, is incompatible with creation being one composite.174

Daw n  does not seem to have known Ibn Kamm na’s Taqr b al-ma ajja,
but he was familiar with his al-Jad d f  l- ikma (completed in 676/1278), 
containing a detailed discussion of  this issue.175 Here Ibn Kamm na’s 
main argument is that if  there were two necessary existents, regardless of  
whether they are of  the same or different species, they would share the 
necessity of  their existence (wuj b al-wuj d ), and since the two necessary 
existents are not the same, the necessity of  existence could not be part of  
their essence (m hiyya) or reality ( aq qa) but would have to be something 
additional, accidental ( ara ), which is absurd.176 Daw n  adduces this 

174 See below, Chapter Three, Text Three, p. 206.—The complete  argument reads 
as follows:

 .

 .
 .

.
175 Ibn Kamm na: Al-Jad d f  l- ikma, pp. 535–42. The argument that he had 

formulated in his Taqr b al-ma ajja is to be found here on p. 540:14ff.
176 Ibn Kamm na: Al-Jad d f  l- ikma, pp. 537:3–538:4. The complete argument runs 

as follows:

 .  .
 .

 .
 .  .

 .
 .  .

 .
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proof  in his Shaw kil al- r, quoting from it the most significant passages 
which, he explicitly states, are Ibn Kamm na’s words in his K shif (i.e. 
al-Jad d f  l- ikma).177 Daw n  adduces some critical remarks against 
this proof  and argues that regardless of  whether the existence of  God 
and of  contingent beings is the same only by analogy (bi-l-tashk k) (as is 
upheld by the Peripatetics) or whether existence is understood as light 
(n r) as maintained by the people of  illumination ( al  dhawq ahl al-ishr q),
with regard to God there is nothing but pure existence. Thus the entire 
discussion about whether there can be two necessary existents and the 
subsequent considerations of  the possible ontological foundations of  the 
necessity of  their respective existence is superfluous.178 In his Ris lat Ithb t

al-w jib al-jad da Daw n  discusses the issue again in more detail.179 Here 
again he quotes Ibn Kamm na’s remarks from the Ma lib and makes 
the same arguments he presented in his Shaw kil al- r. He adds that this 
issue is the most subtle and most significant problem in the discipline of  
metaphysics and that he is the first to have dealt with it adequately.180

The problem of  the proof  for the uniqueness of  the Necessary Existent 
Daw n  derived from Ibn Kamm na’s writings subsequently developed 
into one of  the most popular philosophical problems, and it was later 

.
177 Daw n : “Shaw kil al- r,” p. 166:15–19. The complete passage which is taken 

from Ibn Kamm na’s al-Jad d f  l- ikma, p. 537:6–9, 15–16, reads as follows:

.
178 Daw n : “Shaw kil al- r,” pp. 167:4–171:4.
179 Jal l al-D n al-Daw n : “Ris lat ithb t al-w jib al-jad da.” In Sab  Ras il li-l-

All ma Jal l al-D n Mu ammad al-Daw n  (al-mutawaff  908 h.) wa-l-Mull  Ism l al-Khw j

al-I fah n  (al-mutawaff  1173 h.). Ed. Sayyid A mad T ysirk n . Tehran 1381/2002, pp. 
125–37.

180 Daw n : “Ris lat ithb t al-w jib al-jad da,” pp. 127:15–128:5. The relevant 
passage reads as follows:

 :  .

. . .
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named after Ibn Kamm na as “Ibn Kamm na’s Sophistry regarding 
the Uniqueness of  God” (shubhat Ibn Kamm na f  l-taw d).

Daw n  also referred briefly to Ibn Kamm na’s Shar  al-Talw t

in his commentary on Suhraward ’s Hay kil al-n r when dealing with 
a passage on the pre-eternity of  the soul.181 Moreover, in his second 
supercommentary on s ’s Tajr d al- aq id, and later on in his 
independent treatise on the liar paradox, Nih yat al-kal m f all shubhat 

jadhr al-a amm, he quotes from a correspondence between Ibn Kamm na
and K tib  on this problem.182

There is only little indication that philosophers who came after Daw n
used any work by Ibn Kamm na other than his commentary on 
Suhraward ’s Talw t. Moreover, it also seems that after Daw n  most 
scholars no longer learned of  Ibn Kamm na through his own writings, 
but mostly through secondary sources. The most important sources 
for the later reception of  Ibn Kamm na were the writings of  Daw n
and to some extent also those of  Qu b al-D n al-Sh r z , although later 
philosophers were often no longer aware of  the influence that Ibn 
Kamm na had on Qu b al-D n’s writings. Daw n ’s contemporary, adr
al-D n al-Dashtak  (d. 903/1498), for example, quoted Ibn Kamm na’s 
solution to the liar paradox from his correspondence with K tib  in 
his second supercommentary on Al  Q shch ’s (d. 879/1474–75) 
commentary on s ’s Tajr d al- aq id and in his independent treatise 
on the problem, Ris la f  shubhat jadhr al-a amm.183 Since Dashtak  did 
not add anything to what had been quoted from the correspondence 
by Daw n , it is likely that the quotations in the latter’s writings were 

181 Daw n : “Shaw kil al- r,” p. 153:4–5, where he refers to sh ri  al-Talw t.
182 See Jal l al-D n al-Daw n : shiya jad da al  l-Tajr d. Ms. st n-i Quds 19827, 

ff. 195b:21–196a:8; idem: “Nih yat al-kal m f all shubhat ‘kull kal m  k dhib’.” Ed. 
A ad Far marz Qar malik . N me-ye Muf d 2 i (1375/1996), pp. 113:21–114:6.—See 
also below, p. 44.

183 adr al-D n al-Dashtak : shiya jad da al  Shar  al-Tajr d. Ms. Majlis 1998, 
f. 116b:15–20; idem: “Ris la f  shubhat jadhr al-a amm.” Ed. A ad Far marz Qar
malik . Kheradn me-ye adr  2 v/vi (1375/1997), pp. 79–80.—For another edition of  
Dashtak ’s treatise on the liar paradox and a study, see Afs nah Mu ammad : Ris la f

shubhat jadhr al-a amm ‘kull kal m  k dhib’. MA Thesis, University of  Tehran, 1381/2002, 
esp. edition (with separate pagination), pp. 9–11.
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his sole source.184 Ghiy th al-D n al-Dashtak  (d. 949/1542–43) put 
Daw n ’s quotations from Ibn Kamm na’s Ma lib and al-Jad d f  l- ikma

on the arguments for the uniqueness of  God in his supercommentary 
of  Daw n ’s commentary on Suhraward ’s Hay kil al-n r.185 Approving 
of  the solution of  Ibn Kamm na as quoted by Daw n  from his 
Jad d f  l- ikma, Ghiy th al-D n then reproached Daw n  for having 
criticized it.186 In addition, Ghiy th al-D n also had direct access to 
Ibn Kamm na’s Shar  al-Talw t, as can be seen from his reference 
to a comment made by Ibn Kamm na in it on the burh n al-mus mata

for the limitation of  dimensions (tan h  ab d ), which he quotes in part, 
and of  which he approves.187 On other issues, Ghiy th al-D n disagreed 
with Ibn Kamm na. He rejected Ibn Kamm na’s notion of  the pre-
eternity of  the soul as explained by Qu b al-D n al-Sh r z  and singled 
out Ibn Kamm na’s main argument in favour of  this position, viz. 
that the cause of  a simple can only be caused by a simple whereas the 
cause of  the temporal is always composite; and since the soul is simple 
it cannot be temporal and therefore must be eternal,188 pointing out 
briefly that temporal origination of  simples is possible, as is the case 

184 See above n. 182.—The quotation from the correspondence supplied by Daw n
is encountered repeatedly in later works, such as Shih b al-D n Ma m d al- l s ’s (d. 
1270/1854) Ghar ib al-ightir b wa-nuzhat al-alb b f  l-dhah b wa-l-iq ma wa-l-iy b. Ed. 
Khayr al-D n al- l s . Baghdad 1317/1899–1900, p. 210.

185 Ghiy th al-D n Man r al-Dashtak  al-Sh r z : Ishr q hay kil al-n r li-kashf  ulum t

shaw kil al-ghur r. Ed. Al  Awjab . Tehran 1382/2003, pp. 180:6–15: wa- lam anna l-

sh ri  naqala an Ibn Kamm na annah  q la f  ba  ta n fih . . .
186 Dashtak : Ishr q hay kil al-n r, pp. 180:16–181:2ff  (Daw n ’s criticism quoted from 

his “Shaw kil al- r,” p. 166:20–24 ), p. 181:3ff  (Dashtak ’s commentary).
187 Dashtak : Ishr q hay kil al-n r, p. 291:12–15: wa-yaqrubu minhu m  ra aytuh  ba da

dh lika f  Shar  al-Talw t li-Ibn Kamm na fa-innah  q la ba da taqr r burh n al-mus mata. . . . 

The entire passage is based on Ibn Kamm na: Shar  al-Talw t. Eds. Ziai and Alwishah, 
p. 71:4–8; ed. M saw , p. 330:6–9.

188 Dashtak : Ishr q hay kil al-n r, p. 167:11–12: wa-li-Ibn Kamm na dal l istadalla bih al

qidam al-nafs wa- arrarah  al- All ma al-Sh r z  . . . Dashtak  paraphrases in the following 
(pp. 167:13–169:3) Qutb al-D n al-Sh r z ’s Shar ikmat al-ishr q, pp. 431:12–432:14. 
At the beginning of  this passage, Qu b al-D n refers to Ibn Kamm na as ba  al-af il

min al-mu ir n. Dashtak  introduces the argument with q la (p. 167:13) which refers 
back to Ibn Kamm na whom he mentioned two lines before by name (p. 167:11). This 
indicates that it was evident to Dashtak  that the phrase ba  al-af il min al-mu ir n

referred to Ibn Kamm na.
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with simple accidents (annah  manq  bi- ud th a r  bas a).189 Najm al-
D n Ma m d al-Nayr z  ( jj  Ma m d, d. after 943/1536) repeatedly 
adduced explanations provided in Ibn Kamm na’s Shar  al-Talw t in
his commentary on Suhraward ’s al-Alw  al- im diyya.190 His reliance 
on Ibn Kamm na is much more extensive than he admits to, and 
concerns issues such as the proof  for the existence of  the soul191 and 
divine knowledge.192

In his supercommentary on the section on metaphysics in Q shch ’s 
commentary on s ’s Tajr d, Shams al-D n al-Khafr  (d. 942/1535–36) 
discusses in detail the problem of  the uniqueness of  God.193 Khafr  refers 
to it as “Ibn Kamm na’s sophistry” (shubhat Ibn Kamm na), and he seems 
to have been the first to use this label and presumably coined it. Moreover, 
he explicitly blames Ibn Kamm na for having formulated the shubha,
calling him “The Pride of  the Devils” (iftikh r al-shay n).194 Although 
Khafr  does not adduce any of  the relevant passages from Daw n ’s 
writings, it is likely that his knowledge of  the paradox came from the 
latter’s writings. Had he had direct access to Ibn Kamm na’s works, it 
is unlikely that he would have focussed so much on this issue or that he 
would have judged him on it exclusively. On this issue, moreover, Khafr
also criticized the commentator, Al  Q shch , for having followed, or 
so at least is Khafr ’s understanding, Ibn Kamm na.195 However, there 
are no indications that Q shch  was using Ibn Kamm na’s writings or 
even that he adopted any of  his positions when discussing the issue of  
divine uniqueness in his commentary.196 This also suggests that Khafr

189 Dashtak : Ishr q hay kil al-n r, p. 169:4–5.
190 Najm al-D n Ma m d al-Nayr z : Mi b  al-arw  f  kashf  aq iq al-alw . Ms. 

Ragıp Pa a 853, ff. 3b:15ff, 10bb:16ff, 118b:12ff, 123a:19–123b:21.—A comprehensive 
study of  Ma m d al-Nayr z  is currently being prepared by Reza Pourjavady.

191 Nayr z : Mi b  al-arw , f. 118b.
192 Nayr z : Mi b  al-arw , ff. 123–b. This passage is taken from Ibn Kamm na:

Shar  al-Talw t. Ed. M saw , pp. 879:14–880:14.
193 Shams al-D n Mu ammad b. A mad al-Khafr : Ta l qa bar Il hiyy t Shar  al-tajr d-i

Mull Al  Q chsh . Ed. F r zah S atchiy n. Tehran 1382/2004, pp. 208:13–209:4.
194 Khafr : Ta l qa, p. 209:2–3: wa-bi-dh lika yandafi u shubhat Ibn Kamm na alladh  bi-

ibd ih ra iftikh r al-shay n. According to the editor, two out of  four manuscripts give 
his name as Ibn Kamm na al-yah d ; see ibid., p. 209 n. 3.

195 Khafr : Ta l qa, p. 209:15.
196 See Al  Q shch : Shar  Tajr d al-kal m. Lithograph edition. Tehran 1301/[1883–

84], pp. 359–60.
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was unfamiliar with the writings of  Ibn Kamm na, for otherwise he 
would not have made such a claim.

As a result of  the popularity of  the writings of  Daw n  and of  Khafr ’s 
supercommentary on s ’s Tajr d among the philosophers of  subsequent 
generations, Ibn Kamm na now became primarily known as a formulator 
of  philosophical and logical sophistries (shubah t). In addition to shubhat

al-taw d, two other shubhas were now ascribed to him. One of  them was 
the liar paradox, known among Muslim philosophers as shubhat jadhr 

al-a amm or shubhat ‘kull kal m  k dhib’. I mat All h b. Kam l al-D n al-
Bukh r  (10th/16th c.) was one of  the earliest scholars to claim that 
this paradox originated with Ibn Kamm na. He even states that it is 
called a amm (“deaf ”) because, so he maintained, Ibn Kamm na was 
deaf.197 Ibn Kamm na had corresponded about the liar paradox with 
K tib 198 and had written about it in his al-Jad d f  l- ikma.199 However, 
the attribution of  this shubha to Ibn Kamm na as its alleged originator 
is without foundation, as this paradox was well known and had already 
been dealt with by Muslim scholars before him.200

197 In his Shar  al-Mugh la t al-Bukh riyya which is a commentary on the Ris la f

l-Mugh la t al-ghar ba written by his father Kam l al-D n Ma m d b. Ni mat All h al-
Bukh r  (d. 947/1540–41). See A ad Far marz Qar malik : “Kit bshin s -yi ta l l -yi
p r dox-i dur ghg  nazd-i d nishmand n-i musalm n,” pp. 32–33, 40. For an analysis 
of  Kam l al-D n’s treatise, see idem: “Kam l al-D n Ma m d Bukh r  u mu amm -yi
jadhr-i a amm.” Kheradn me-ye adr  4 xiv (1377/1999), pp. 53–57.

198 See below, Chapter Two, Section 1.5.4 (Correspondence with Najm al-D n al-
K tib  II).

199 Ibn Kamm na: Al-Jad d f  l- ikma, pp. 205–6.
200 See Larry B. Miller: “A Brief  History of  the Liar Paradox.” In Of  Scholars, Savants, 

and their Texts. Studies in Philosophy and Religious Thought. Essays in Honor of  Arthur Hyman.
Ed. Ruth Link-Salinger. Frankfurt/Main 1989, pp. 173–82; Far marz Qar malik :
“Kit bshin s -yi ta l l -yi p r dox-i dur ghg  nazd-i d nishmand n-i musalm n.”—
The various editions and studies by Far marz Qar malik  (see below, ABBREVIATIONS

AND BIBLIOGRAPHY) constitute a valuable point of  departure for a “Catalogue of  the 
Insolubilia Literature in Medieval Muslim Philosophy” (the term being borrowed from 
Paul Vincent Spade: The Medieval Liar. A Catalogue of  the Insolubilia-Literature. Toronto 
1975). It is striking that the liar paradox became relevant to Muslim philosophers 
(apparently only in the Eastern lands of  Islam) roughly at the same time as the problem 
started to be dealt with intensively in Medieval Europe, i.e., at the turn of  the 12th/13th 
century. The methodological questions, that have been formulated for Medieval Europe 
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The second sophistry ascribed to Ibn Kamm na was the so-called 
“problem of  necessary requirement” (shubhat al-istilz m). This shubha,
which challenged the philosophical notion of  the eternity of  the world 
(qidam al- lam), apparently originated with K tib . In one of  his exchanges 
with s , Ibn Kamm na asked for s ’s view on this problem which, 
as he states here explicitly, had been formulated by K tib .201 The first 
scholar who attributed this shubha to Ibn Kamm na is Shams al-D n
al- usayn  al-Astar b d  (“M r D m d”, d. 1041/1631). He fails to 
provide any reference for his claim, simply stating that this problem “has 
been transmitted from Ibn Kamm na” (shubhat al-istilz m al-manq la an

Ibn Kamm na) or labelling it “the famous sophistry of  Ibn Kamm na”
(al-mugh la a al-mashh ra li-Ibn Kamm na). The significance the problem 
had in his eyes is evident, as he devoted several of  his writings to it.202

M r D m d also discussed the problem of  the uniqueness of  God, 
stating that the ascription to Ibn Kamm na was not accurate, as he was 
not the first to discuss it. M r D m d’s derogatory description of  Ibn 

and that are still being discussed, have so far not been touched upon in Islamic studies: 
“What were the origins of  the discussion of  the insolubilia in the Middle Ages? . . . first, 
when did the mediaevals begin to discuss such paradoxes, and second, where did they 
learn about them? Did they inherit the Liar, or did they discover it for themselves?” 
(Paul Vincent Spade: “The Origins of  the Mediaeval Insolubilia Literature.” Franciscan 

Studies 33 (1973), p. 293). See also Christopher J. Martin: “Obligations and Liars.” In 
Sophisms in Medieval Logic and Grammar. Acts of  the Ninth European Symposium for Medieval 

Logic and Semantics, held at St Andrews, June 1990. Ed. Stephen Read. Dordrecht/Boston/ 
London 1993, pp. 357–81.

201 See below, Chapter Two, Section 1.5.1 (Correspondence with Na r al-D n s
I).—The problem as formulated by Ibn Kamm na in the correspondence runs as 
follows: “the [temporal] originatedness of  the world does not necessitate the negation of  
reality, and whatever does not necessitate the negation of  the reality is itself  a reality that 
resulted from the originatedness of  the real world” ( ud th al- lam l  yastalzimu irtif  al-

w qi  wa-kull m  l  yastalzimu irtif  al-w qi  fa-huwa w qi  yuntiju anna ud th al- lam w qi ).
202 M r D m d: “Ta l q t man iqiyya.” Ed. Abd All h N r n . In Collected Texts and 

Papers on Logic and Language. Eds. Mehdi Mohaghegh and T. Izutsu. Tehran 1974, pp. 
303–304 (6. Shubhat al-istilz m al-manq la an Ibn Kamm na), pp. 305–7 (7. all mugh la at

Ibn Kamm na). Editions of  both texts are also included in Mu annaf t-i M r D m d mushtamil 

bar dah unw n az kit b-h  u ris la-ha u ij za-h  u n ma-h . Vol. 1. Ed. Abd All h N r n .
Tehran 1381/2003, pp. 528–29 (12. Daf  shubhat al-istilz m al-manq la an Ibn Kamm na),
pp. 529–31 (13. all mugh la at Ibn Kamm na). Included in the volume is a third treatise 
on the same issue, entitled Jaw b al-mugh la a al-mashh ra li-Ibn Kamm na (p. 534 no. 15).
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Kamm na in this context as rajul min al-mutafalsif n al-mu dath n yu rafu bi-

Ibn Kamm na suggests that he knew him only on the basis of  secondary 
writings, most likely those of  Daw n  and Khafr .203

adr al-D n al-Sh r z  (“Mull adr ”, d. 1050/1640) discussed the 
shubhat al-taw d on numerous occasions. The most elaborate version is 
to be found in his magnum opus al- ikma al-muta liya f  l-asf r al-arba a.
Here, he presents his own solution to the shubha which, he states, is 
“ascribed to Ibn Kamm na” (mimm  yunsabu il  Ibn Kamm na).204 As was 
the case with Daw n  and particularly with Khafr , his solution is based 
on the analysis of  the notion of  pure existence (wuj d ba t). To conclude 
his discussion, Mull adr  clearly has Khafr ’s words in mind when 
he states that in this way a solution is found for the problem that has 
been ascribed to Ibn Kamm na, and that “one of  them” (ba ahum)—
he refers back to the aforementioned ahl al- ilm wa-l- irf n—called him 
the “Pride of  the Devils” (iftikh r al-shay n) for having invented the 
problem.205 The entire section of  Mull adr ’s al- ikma al-muta liya is 
entitled rajm al-shay n (“Stoning Satan”) indicating his approval of  Ibn 
Kamm na’s designation as iftikh r al-shay n.206 However, Mull adr ’s 
reservation about Khafr ’s judgment is evident. For, as was the case with 
M r D m d, Mull adr  is aware that Ibn Kamm na was not the 
first to express doubts about the conclusiveness of  the proofs for the 

203 M r D m d: “Al-Taqd s t.” In Mu annaf t-i M r D m d, p. 115.
204 Sa r al-D n al-Sh r z : Al- ikma al-muta liya f  l-asf r al- aqliyya al-arba a 1–9. 

Beirut 51419/1999, vol. 1, pp. 131:17–132:3.
205 Sa r al-D n al-Sh r z : Al- ikma al-muta liya, vol. 1, p. 132:2–4: wa-bih  yandafi u

m  tashawwashat bih ab i  al-akthar n wa-taballadat adhh nuhum mimm  yunsabu il  Ibn 

Kamm na wa-qad samm hu ba uhum bi-iftikh r al-shay n li-ishtih rih  bi-ibd  h dhih

l-shubha al- aw a.
206 Sa r al-D n al-Sh r z : Al- ikma al-muta liya, vol. 1, pp. 131–32. Cf. also his 

Shar  al-Hid ya al-ath riyya, completed in 1029/1620 (Lithograph edition. Tehran 1313/
[1895–96], pp. 291–92). He refers to the shubha also in his glosses on the section on 
metaphysics of  Ibn S n ’s Kit b al-Shif  (Ta l q t al  l-Shif . Lithograph edition. Qum 
1399/[1978–79], p. 304), in his “Mas il al-Qudsiyya” (in Sih ris la falsaf . Ed. Sayyid 
Jal l shtiy n . Qum 1378/1999, p. 214:16: al-shubha al-mashh ra al-mans ba il  Ibn 

Kamm na) and in his “Ris lat al-Shaw hid al-Rub biyya” (in Majm a-yi ras il-i falsaf -

yi adr al-muta allih n. Ed. mid N j  I fah n . Tehran 1375/1996, p. 285:2: al-shubha

al-mashh ra al-mans ba li-Ibn Kamm na). See also Fazlur Rahman: The Philosophy of  Mull

adra ( adr al-D n al-Sh r z ). Albany 1975, pp. 134–36.
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uniqueness of  the Necessary Existent.207 Elsewhere, he sets this out more 
specifically, explaining that the shubha had explicitly been formulated by 
Suhraward  in his Mu ra t and was implied in his Talw t. It was again 
taken up by Ibn Kamm na, a commentator on Suhraward , “in one of  
his writings” ( f  ba  mu annaf tih ), Mull adr  continues to explain. 
It has become associated with his name because he was unable to solve 
it. This was because he followed Suhraward  in his understanding of  
existence as a mental notion with no counterpart in reality (li-i r rih

al  i tib riyyat al-wuj d wa-annah  l ayn lah  f  l-kh rij). Mull adr  then 
quoted the relevant passage from Ibn Kamm na’s Ma lib, which he 
presumably took from Daw n ’s Shaw kil al- r or his Ris lat Ithb t al-

w jib al-jad da.208

Mulla adr ’s severe attitude to Ibn Kamm na is comprehensible 
only if  one assumes that he did not have immediate access to his writings. 
As with Khafr  and M r D m d, he presumably misjudged him, since 
everything he knew about Ibn Kamm na came from secondary sources. 
Had he read his works, particularly those written after the Ma lib where 
Ibn Kamm na offers his own solutions to the problem, he would have 
taken these into account.209

Moreover, all clear quotations from Ibn Kamm na’s works in Mull
adr ’s writings seem to have been found in the writings of  later scholars, 

207 Sa r al-D n al-Sh r z : Al- ikma al-muta liya, vol. 1, pp. 132:5–133:2:

.
208 Sa r al-D n al-Sh r z : Al- ikma al-muta liya, vol. 6, p. 63:7–12:

 :
.

The passages in Suhraward ’s Mu ra t and Talw t that Mull adr  presumably had 
in mind are Suhraward : Opera Metaphysica et Mystica I, p. 393:9–15 (Mu ra t) and pp. 
386, 394–95 (Talw t); see also Sayyid usayn Sayy d M saw : “Mull adr  u Ibn 
Kamm na,” pp. 55–57.

209 Ibn Kamm na moreover insists, contrary to Mull adr ’s claim, that God’s 
existence alone is not a mental notion. See Shar  al-Talw t [part III, mawrid 1, talw  1]. 
Ed. M saw , p. 706:21–22: . . . fa-l  wuj d ghayr i tib r  ill  wuj dih .
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which confirms that he did not have direct access to Ibn Kamm na’s 
ideas. In his treatise on al-Ta awwur wa-l-ta d q, Mull adr  obviously 
used Qu b al-D n al-R z ’s treatise on the same subject when quoting the 
passage from Ibn Kamm na’s Shar al-Talw t.210 When commenting 
on a passage concerned with conception and assent in his glosses on 
Qu b al-D n al-Sh r z ’s Shar ikmat al-Ishr q, Mull adr  remarked 
that Qu b al-D n followed Ibn Kamm na on that issue. To support this, 
Mull adr  quoted the entire passage from Shar  al-Talw t which 
is also to be found in Qu b al-D n al-R z ’s Ris lat al-ta awwur wa-l-

ta d q.211

There are further indications that Mull adr  did not have direct 
access to the writings of  Ibn Kamm na. He followed Ibn Kamm na
in his view that the simple cannot emanate from the composite, which 
was part of  the latter’s argument for the pre-eternity of  the soul. Mull

adr  became familiar with this argument through Qu b al-D n al-
Sh r z ’s commentary on ikmat al-ishr q, where Qu b al-D n quoted 
Ibn Kamm na’s argument and criticized him for it.212 Since Qu b al-
D n did not mention Ibn Kamm na by name referring to him only as 
“one of  the contemporary scholars” (ba  al-mu ir n min al-af il ),213 the 
identity of  the holder of  this view was not clear to Mull adr , and 
so he referred to him in his glosses to Qu b al-D n’s Shar ikmat al-

ishr q as the “one who maintains this position”, h dh  l-q il, or al-q il al-

madhk r.214 Mull adr  quotes Ibn Kamm na’s argument in its entirety, 
together with Qu b al-D n’s criticism and his own counter critique, 
again in his al- ikma al-muta liya, where he is likewise ignorant of  the 

210 Sa r al-D n al-Sh r z : “Ris lat al-ta awwur wa-l-ta d q,” pp. 67:7–68:12. See 
the identical passage in Qu b al-D n al-R z : “al-Ris la al-ma m la f  l-ta awwur wa-l-
ta d q,” pp. 116:9–117:11.

211 Sa r al-D n al-Sh r z : [Glosses on Qu b al-D n al-Sh r z ’s Shar ikmat al-

ishr q], p. 41: kam  qarrarah  al-sh ri  al- All ma wa-qad akhadha h dh  l-ta q q min kal m Ibn 

Kamm na f  Shar  al-Talw t aythu q la f  taqs m al- ilm il  l-ta awwur wa-l-ta d q: inna u l

rat al-shay  . . .
212 Qu b al-D n al-Sh r z : Shar ikmat al-ishr q. Lithograph edition, pp. 255–56 

[= ed. Mu aqqiq and N r n , pp. 249:10ff ]. See also above, p. 32.
213 Qu b al-D n al-Sh r z : Shar ikmat al-ishr q. Lithograph edition, p. 255:17.
214 adr al-D n al-Sh r z : [Glosses on Qu b al-D n al-Sh r z ’s Shar ikmat al-ishr q],

p. 256.
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identity of  the holder of  this position which he ascribes here to ba  al-

mu aqqiq n.215 It was also through Qu b al-D n that Mull adr  learned 
about the doctrinal result of  Ibn Kamm na’s argument, the pre-eternity 
of  the soul. Again, the identity of  Ibn Kamm na is unknown to him.216

However, although he approved of  the main argument defending this 
position, Mull adr  says that such a conclusion, i.e., the pre-eternity 
of  the soul, cannot be derived from this premise because the soul is 
simple.217

With few exceptions, Ibn Kamm na’s philosophical writings remained 
unknown to other scholars of  the Safavid period and beyond.218 How-
ever, mainly because of  the shubhat al-taw d and the two other shubhas
mentioned above, the name of  Ibn Kamm na continued to appear in 
philosophical writings in Iran.

In the late Safavid period, shubhat al-taw d became one of  the most 
challenging philosophical issues and numerous independent tracts were 
written on it. One of  the earliest examples is a treatise written by Al
b. Fa l All h al-J l n  (G l n ) al-F man , presumably from the end of  
the 10th/16th century. The author quotes the relevant passages from 
Ibn Kamm na’s writings, most probably on the basis of  Daw n ’s 
quotations. Moreover, J l n  was aware of  Khafr ’s response, as he used 

215 adr al-D n al-Sh r z : Al- ikma al-muta liya, vol. 2, pp. 194:17–197:1, which 
is a complete quotation from Qu b al-D n’s Shar ikmat al-ishr q. Ed. Mu aqqiq
and N r n , pp. 249:10–251:4. Thereupon, Mull adr  repeats his approval of  the 
position of  h dh  l-q il (i.e. Ibn Kamm na) (p. 197:2ff ): wa-inn  dhakartu f  l- aw sh  allat

allaqtuh al  dh lika l-kit b wa-shar ih  bi-anna kal m h dh  l-q il qaw  jiddan f  jam  m

dhakarah  ill  f  qidam al-nafs . . .; see also Sayyid usayn Sayy d M saw : “Mull adr
u Ibn Kamm na.”

216 See adr al-D n al-Sh r z : Al- ikma al-muta liya, vol. 2, p. 198:5 where he writes 
again about h dh  l-q il al-madhk r when discussing his view of  the pre-eternity of  the 
soul.

217 adr al-D n al-Sh r z : Al- ikma al-muta liya, vol. 2, pp. 197:2–198:17; vol. 8, pp. 
379:1–380:2; idem: [Glosses on Qu b al-D n al-Sh r z ’s Shar ikmat al-ishr q], p. 458.

218 One of  the few scholars who was familiar with the writings of  Ibn Kamm na
was Sayyid A mad Alaw  (d. between 1054/1644 and 1060/1650) who quotes from 
Ibn Kamm na’s Shar  al-Talw t in his commentary on M r D m d’s Qabas t when 
discussing the issue of  time (zam n). See Sayyid A mad Alaw : Shar  al-Qabas t. Ed. 

mid N j  I fah n . Tehran 1376/1997, p. 456 which is taken from part II of  Shar

al-Talw t. Ed. M saw , p. 403:13–16; eds. Ziai and Alwishah, pp. 189:15–190:2.
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the title Khafr  gave to Ibn Kamm na.219 Shams al-D n Mu ammad
b. Ni mat All h al-J l n  (“Mull  Shams  G l n ”, d. 1064/1654), one 
of  the renowned philosophers at that time, was deeply involved in this 
discussion. He devoted five works to the uniqueness of  God, two of  which 
are specifically concerned with the shubhat al-taw d of  Ibn Kamm na,
namely Ib l wuj d al-w jibayn and Daf  shubhat Ibn Kamm na.220 Mull

adr ’s student and son-in-law Abd al-Razz q al-L h j  (d. 1072/1661) 
discusses the shubha, formulating his own solution in a philosophical 
work written in Persian, Gawhar-i mur d.221 q usayn b. Jam l al-
D n al-Khw ns r  (d. 1098/1687) also wrote on the issue in glosses on 
Ibn S n ’s Shif .222 Mu ammad b. Abd al-Fatt  Sar b Tunk bun
(d. 1124/1712) wrote a treatise on the shubhat al-taw d (completed in 
1103/1691–92) in which he commented on the solutions formulated 
by Mull  Shams  G l n  and Abd al-Razz q al-L h j .223 Moreover, 

219 A manuscript of  the text is preserved in the Majlis Sh r -yi Isl m , ms. Majlis 
Sin  602, ff. 129b–130a (cat. 1/389).

220 Cf. Ibr h m D b j : “A w l u th r-i Mull  Shams -yi G l n .” In Collected Papers 

on Islamic Philosophy and Mysticism. Eds. Mehdi Mohaghegh and Hermann Landolt. 
Tehran 1971, pp. 53–96. See also Daiber: Bibliography, vol. 1, p. 831 no. 8080; Mu jam

al-tur th al-kal m , vol. 3, p. 148 no. 5428.
221 See Abd al-Razz q L h j : Gawhar-i mur d. Ed. Mu assassa-yi ta q q ti-yi Im m
diq. Qum 1383/2004, pp. 204–6; the section is introduced as follows: amm  shubha-yi 

mashh ra bih shubhat Ibn Kamm na.
222 q usayn b. Jam l al-D n Khw ns r : “ shiya al  l-Shif  (Il hiyy t).” Ed. 
mid N ji I fah n . In Dab rkh na-yi kongiri-yi q usayn Khw ns r . Qum 1378/1999, 

pp. 289ff  [ta l qa 46/18]. For the glosses, see also Dhar a, vol. 13, pp. 24–25 no. 68. 
Khw ns r  does not mention Ibn Kamm na explicitly but states that the shubha perplexed 
the thought of  most scholars and their minds were obsessed with finding a solution 
(al-shubha al-mashh ra allat  tashawwashat bih ib  al-akthar n wa-taballadat adhh nuhum an

daf ih ). He then says that the originator of  this shubha was called “Pride of  the Devils” 
for having produced so intricate and complicated a problem that intelligent people were 
unable to solve it (li-ishtih rih  bi-ibd  shubha aw a wa- uqda shad da ajazat al-adhkiy an

allih ). Khw ns r  presents his own version of  the shubha and cites various solutions to it 
including Mull adr ’s. He rejects them all, stating that because of  this shubha he is not 
aware of  any rational argument for the unity of  God; while there are numerous rational 
proofs for the existence of  the Necessary Existent and for prophecy, the unity of  God 
can be proved only on the basis of  the Qur n and the a d th.—Khw ns r  also wrote on 
the liar paradox in his superglosses on Daw n ’s glosses ( aw sh  qad m) on s ’s Tajr d

al- aq id. See A ad Far marz Qar malik : “ gh usayn Khw ns r  u mu amm -yi
jadhr-i a amm.” Kheradn me-ye adr  3 x (1376/1998), pp. 77–89. Khw ns r  did not 
refer to Ibn Kamm na’s view on the issue nor did he attribute the paradox to him.

223 Ris la f  ta r r shubhat al-taw d. The autograph is preserved in ms. Mahdaw  592/2, 
ff. 3a–6a.
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Tunk bun  wrote an epistle on the liar paradox (completed in 1097/
1686) in which he quotes Ibn Kamm na’s view, evidently on the basis 
of  the quotation cited by Daw n  in his writings, and then comments 
on it.224

In contrast to his philosophical writings, Ibn Kamm na’s comparison 
of  the three religions, Tanq  al-ab th, never achieved much attention 
in the Islamic world and indeed remained unknown to many scholars, 
despite the scandal the work had provoked in Baghdad four years after 
its completion. Compared with the number of  manuscripts of  Ibn 
Kamm na’s philosophical works, there are few extant copies of  the 
Tanq transcribed by Muslims. The work is included in the above-
mentioned codex written by Qu b al-D n al-Sh r z  as well as in the 
two incomplete preserved copies of  the codex.225 These three contain 
the same version of  Ibn Kamm na’s Tanq  which differs significantly
from all other extant manuscript copies of  the text containing numerous 
additions and variants. There is a fourth manuscript of  the work of  
Muslim provenance, which is held in the Chester Beatty Library (Ar. 
4965). This copy varies from the three other manuscripts of  Muslim 
provenance and is undated. However, it contains a reading colophon 
written by the owner of  the copy, Shih b al-D n A mad b. Abi l-Q dir
b. al-H d  (?) stating that he read it to his Shaykh al- All ma Badr al-D n
b. al- abb kh al-Ash ar  at the beginning of  965/1557.226

A further indication of  how little attention the work received in the 
Muslim world is the fact that the two tracts which it is known were 
written to refute it are lost. The first reaction is entitled al-Durr al-man d

f  l-radd al  faylas f  al-yah d and was written by Mu affar al-D n A mad
b. Al  b. al-S t  al-Baghd d  (651–694/1254–1294–5). The second 
was composed by Zayn al-D n Sar j  b. Mu ammad al-Mala  (d. 788/
1386–7) and is entitled Nuh ath th al-nuh d il  du  khab th al-yah d.227

224 Ris lat shubhat jadhr al-a amm. The autograph is perserved in ms. Mahdaw  592/1, 
ff. 8b–11a.

225 See above, nn. 157, 158, 159.
226 We were unable to inspect a fifth manuscript of  Muslim provenance, ms. Sh r z

538.
227 See below, Chapter Two, Section 1.4.1.—For Ibn al-S t , a anaf  scholar who 

was teaching at the Mustan iriyya madrasa, see Ibn al-Fuwa : Majma  al- d b, vol. 5, pp. 
260–1 no. 5040. Presumably the earliest reference to his refutation is in Zayn al-D n
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The only extant Muslim reaction to the Tanq is a comparatively brief  
treatise by an anonymous author which was apparently composed in the 
8th/14th century. In his introduction the author states that it was Ibn 
Kamm na’s Tanq  that caused him to write the tract; yet the subsequent 
main text of  the treatise, consisting of  two chapters, is rather a polemical 
treatise against Judaism in its own right, than a refutation of  the Tanq .
Instead the author uses the Tanq , as well as Samaw al’s If m al-yah d,
as a source for his own treatise.228 The only other extant refutation of  Ibn 
Kamm na’s Tanq  was written by a Christian (presumbly Jacobite), Ibn 
al-Ma r ma, who around 733/1333 composed lengthy glosses ( aw sh )
on Chapters Two and Three of  the Tanq  dealing with Judaism and 
Christianity.229

Towards the end of  the 18th century, Ibn Kamm na’s Tanq  came to 
the attention of  q  Mu ammad Al  Bihbah n  (1144–1216/1732–
1801), apparently through the aforementioned Sh r z  codex230 or the 
codex copied in 1060/1650 (ms. Majlis 593).231 Bihbah n , a son of  the 
famous Wa d Bihbah n  (1118–1207/1706–1792), is mostly known 
for persecuting and killing some of  the leaders of  the Ni matull h  order 
and for his profound hostility towards the Ni matull h s which has found 
literary expression in his Khayratiyya dar ib l-i ar qa-yi fiyya.232 Shortly 

Q sim b. Qu l bugh : T j al-tar jim f abaq t al- anafiyya. Ed. Gustav Fluegel. Leipzig 
1862, p. 4 no. 10 (= T j al-tar jim f  man annafa min al- anafiyya. Ed. Ibr h m li .
Beirut 1412/1992, p. 16 no. 14). Sar j  al-Mala ’s refutation of  the Tanq  is often not 
listed in bio-bibliographical works; see, e.g., Khayr al-D n al-Zirikl : Al-A l m 1–8. Beirut 
1980, vol. 3, p. 82; Umar Ri  Ka la: Mu jam al-mu allif n 1–14. Beirut n.d., vol. 4, 
p. 209.

228 The text was introduced and edited on the basis of  the only extant manuscript 
(ms. Hamidiye 1447/3) by Perlmann: “’Proving Muhammad’s Prophethood’, A Muslim 
critique of  Ibn Kammuna,” pp. 75–97. For an improved edition, see below, Appendix 
B: Kit b f  ithb t al-nubuwwa li-Mu ammad alayhi al-sal m.

229 For details, see below, Chapter Two, Section 1.4.1.
230 See above, n. 157.
231 See above, n. 158.
232 Ed. Sayyid Mahd  Raj . Qum 1412/1991. For manuscripts, see Dhar a, vol. 7, 

p. 286 no. 1407; Munzaw : Fihrist-i nuskha-h -yi kha -yi f rs , vol. 2 i, p. 940; Mu jam al-

tur th al-kal m , vol. 3, p. 233 no. 5820.—On the work and Bihbah n ’s relation to the 
Sufis, see Nasrollah Pourjavady and Peter Lamborn Wilson: Kings of  Love. The Poetry and 

History of  the Ni matull h  Sufi Order. Tehran 1978, pp. 128–31; Nasrollah Pourjavady: 
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before his death (in 1216/1801), he completed R dd-i shubah t al-kuff r, a 
polemical work against Judaism and Christianity.233 In his introduction, 
the author says that he will go into detail about the three religions (dar

la if-i ab th-i milal-i thal th) and that he will present his material in 
an introduction (muqaddam t), three chapters (sih ba th) and an epilogue 
(kh tima). He further gives an enlarged title of  the work: R dd-i shubah t-

i kuff r dar dhikr ab th-i milal-i thal th,234 which already alludes to Ibn 
Kamm na’s Tanq  al-ab th li-l-milal al-thal th. A comparison of  R dd-i 

shubah t al-kuff r and Tanq  reveals that not only the overall structure of  
Bihbah n ’s work is modelled according to Ibn Kamm na’s Tanq ; both 
the introduction and the subsequent three chapters of  the R dd consist, 
to a large extent, of  translations of  extensive portions of  the Tanq ,
although Bihbah n  refrains from explicitly mentioning either the title of  
this work or its author throughout the entire text of  his R dd. Bihbah n ’s 
introduction is, with few omissions, a translation of  Ibn Kamm na’s first 
chapter dealing with prophecy in general235 with only some additional 
remarks by the author. Bihbah n ’s first chapter, dedicated to Judaism, 
is basically a translation of  most of  Ibn Kamm na’s second chapter on 
Judaism, with a few additions from other sources.236 Bihbah n ’s second 

“Opposition to Sufism in Twelvershiism.” In Islamic Mysticism Contested. Thirteen Centuries 

of  Controversies and Polemics. Eds. Frederick de Jong and Bernd Radtke. Leiden 1999, pp. 
614–23.

233 Ed. Sayyid Mahd  Raj . Qum 1413/1992.
234 R dd, p. 24:18–19. On p. 5:7 he mentioned the title under which the work has 

been published: R dd-i shubah t al-kuff r.
235 Tanq , pp. 2–21; transl. Examination, pp. 14–39.—Bihbah n  translated the 

following portions of  this chapter: Tanq , pp. 2:3–14 (wa-l-mumtana t) [= R dd, p. 6:12–
7:5], 2:16–4:17 [= 7:6–10:4], 5:3–5 [= 10:4–6], 6:1 [= 10:6–7], 7:13–20 [= 10:10–23], 
8:3–22 [= 11:1–12:13], 9:22–23 (makh ) [= 12:14–16], 10:1 (wa-h dh )-2 [= 12:16–17], 
8:23–9:4 [= 12:18–13:2], 10:3–5 [= 13:3–8], 9:5 [= 14:13–15], 10:6–7 [= 14:16–20], 
9:6–21 [= 14:21–15:22], 10:8–18 [= 15:23–16:17], 15:18–16:19 [= 16:19–18:8], 17:1–
20:16 [= 18:9–24:7], 20:19–22 [= 24:7–13], 21:1–2 (wa-Agh t d m n), 21:3 (wa- manat)-5
( alayhi al-sal m), 21:6 (wa- mana)-7 (bi-nubuwwatih ), 21:10–13 [= 24:13–16].

236 Tanq , pp. 22–50; transl. Examination, pp. 40–77.—Bihbah n  translated the 
following portions of  this chapter: Tanq , pp. 22:5–23:20 (shamsiyya) [= R dd, pp. 27:10–
28:19], 24:10–22 [= 28:20–29:12], 25:11–27:14 [= 29:14–31:17], 27:17–24 (mul kihim)
[= 31:17–32:4], 28:1 (bal )-12 ( adaduh ) [= 32:5–22], 28:13–20 (li-taw tur) [= 32:23–
33:11], 28:22–32:3 [= 33:11–38:4], 32:4 (wa-k nat)-32:17 (bih ) [= 38:4–21], 32:18–19 
(nusiyat), 32:22–33:13 (al-tawr h), 33:16–20 [= 38:22–40:7], 35:7–13 (sul nih ), 35:13 
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chapter devoted to Christianity is, with a few omissions and with the 
exception of  the first two sections and part of  section eight, a translation 
of  Ibn Kamm na’s third chapter on Christianity.237 The third chapter, 
dedicated to Islam, contains a translation of  Ibn Kamm na’s fourth 
chapter, though with considerable omissions and numerous additions 
from other sources.238

5. The Reception of  Ibn Kamm na in Judaism

Compared with the significance of  Ibn Kamm na’s philosophical 
writings and thought for the later development of  philosophy among 
Muslims, the reception of  his writings within Jewish circles was limited. 
The fact that there are manuscripts of  his writings in Hebrew characters 
preserved in European libraries, in the various collections of  material 
from the Ben Ezra Genizah in Fustat/Old Cairo and in the Abraham 
Firkovitch collection in St. Petersburg, which partly originates from the 
Genizah of  the Karaite synagogue of  Cairo,239 show that some of  his 
philosophical writings, as well as his two comparative works, circulated 
among Jews and particularly Karaites. Out of  his philosophical writings, 
the following were copied and read by later generations of  Jews: Maq la

(wa-yu akkidu)-15 (bih ), 35:16–36:2 (al-ma m ra), 36:4–8 (al- n), 36:11–12 (sana), 37:1–9 
(al-amr), 37:9 (wa-qad)-10 (dhalika), 37:11 (wa-man)-20, 40:7–42:4, 43:9–18, 45:5–47:5 
(al-daw m), 47:10–14 ( anhu), 47:17–18 (naskh) [= 40:15–49:18], 49:15–50:3 [= 49:19–
50:1].

237 Tanq , pp. 51–66; transl. Examination, pp. 78–99. Bihbah n  translated the 
following portions of  this chapter: Tanq , pp. 51:4–52:16 (al- aq da) [= R dd, pp. 57:5–
59:13], 52:16 (wa-ittafaq )-54:7 (bi-ma n ), 54:10–15 (l  ghayr) [= 60:8–62:22], 54:16–
55:20, 55:23–57:7 [= 63–67:4], 57:8–14 [= 67:6–16], 57:14–21 (al-nab ), 57:23–58:1 
[= 68:3–21], 58:5–14 (ajlika), 58:15 (wa-kayfa)-20 (ba ahum), 59:1–7 [= 69:1–70:13], 
59:8–61:17, 61:22–62:20, 62:22 (wa-na nu)-23 ( ikmatih ), 63:3–5 (wuq ih ), 63:6–64:9, 
64:13–65:1 (al-an j l ), 65:4–5 (mu tamil) [= 70:14–78:12].

238 Tanq , pp. 67–108; transl. Examination, pp. 100–57.—For Bihbah n  and his 
R dd-i shubah t al-kuff r, see our “Muslim Polemics against Judaism and Christianity in 
18th Century Iran. The Literary Sources of  q  Mu ammad Al  Bihbah n ’s (1144/
1732–1216/1801) R dd-i shubah t al-kuff r.” Studia Iranica 35 (2006), pp. 69–94.

239 On the various collections, see David Sklare: “A Guide to Collections of  Karaite 
Manuscripts.” In Karaite Judaism. A Guide to its History and Literary Sources. Ed. Meira 
Polliack. Leiden 2003, pp. 893–924, esp. pp. 895, 905–9 with further references.

schmidtke_F2_1-57.indd 54 7/15/2006 6:32:01 PM



 INTRODUCTION 55

f  l-ta d q bi-anna nafs al-ins n b qiya abadan and al-Ma lib al-muhimma, of  
which incomplete copies are preserved in the Firkovitch collection,240

and his commentary on Suhraward ’s Talw t, three fragments of  
which are preserved in the same collection. Two of  the fragments are 
evidently from the same copy of  the work,241 and another substantial 
fragment of  this copy belonged to the Nachlass of  Moses Wilhelm 
Shapira (1830–1884) and came into the possession of  the State Library, 
Berlin in 1885.242 The three fragments taken together constitute (with 
the exception of  at least four folios) a complete copy of  parts I (logic) 
and II (physics) of  Ibn Kamm na’s Shar  al-Talw t.243

Ibn Kammuna’s comparative works were also read and copied in 
Jewish circles. The Firkovitch collection contains three fragments of  his 
treatise on the differences between the Rabbanites and Karaites, two of  
which originally formed parts of  the same copy of  the work.244 The only 
complete manuscript of  the text, which is in the State Library in Berlin, 
was copied in 1341 C.E. in Baghdad.245 Moreover, three complete 
copies of  his Tanq written in Hebrew script are preserved in the State 
Library, Berlin,246 the Bodleian Library, Oxford,247 and the Magnes 
Museum, Berkeley.248 Two fragments which are evidently from the same 
copy of  the Tanq  are preserved in the Firkovitch collection,249 and a 

240 RNL II Firk. Yevr.-Arab. I 1416 (Maq la f  l-ta d q) and Yevr.-Arab. II 73 
(Ma lib).

241 RNL II Firk. Yevr.-Arab. I 3137 and 3138. RNL II Firk. Yevr.-Arab. I 857 is 
written by a different hand.

242 Berlin Ms. Or. Fol. 1321.
243 See below, Appendix A: The Firkovitch/Shapira Codex (Shar  al-Talw t).—This 

is not the only case of  a work of  which fragments were collected by both Firkovitch 
and Shapira. See, e.g., Gregor Schwarb: “Découverte d’un nouveau fragment du Kit b

al-mu n  f abw b al-taw d wa-l- adl du Q Abd al- abb r al-Hama n  dans une 
collection karaïte de la British Library.” Mélanges de l’Institut Dominicain d’Etudes Orientales 

du Caire 27 (2006) (in press).
244 RNL II Firk. Yevr.-Arab. I 913 and 914. Yevr.-Arab. I 1703 is a fragment from a 

different copy of  the tract.—Yevr.-Arab. II 807 contains a one-page fragment (f. 33b) 
with some lines of  a paraphrastic summary of  the introduction to the tract.

245 Ms. Or. Oct. 256/2, f. 180.
246 Ms. Or. Oct. 256/1.
247 Ms. Huntington 390.
248 Ms. Magnes Museum KC 24.
249 RNL II Firk. Yevr.-Arab. I 1702 and Yevr.-Arab. II 490.
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third fragment is part of  the Adler collection at the Jewish Theological 
Seminary, New York.250

There is, so far, only one case of  a later Jewish thinker who is known 
to have studied Ibn Kamm na’s writings and to have used them in his 
own writings, namely David ben Joshua Maimonides, a late descendant 
of  Maimonides active circa 1335–1410 C.E..251 In his Judaeo-Arabic 
commentary on Maimonides’ commentary on the Mishneh T r h he 
quotes from Ibn Kamm na’s al-Jad d f  l- ikma;252 he was apparently 
also familiar with his Shar  al-Talw t.253 It is not unlikely that the copy 
of  Ibn Kamm na’s commentary on Suhraward ’s Talw t, portions of  
which were collected by Abraham Firkovitch and by Moses Wilhelm 
Shapira, is the manuscript that was available to David ben Joshua.254

250 Ms. Jewish Theological Seminary 5519 (ENA 95).
251 On David ben Joshua, see Paul B. Fenton: “The Literary Legacy of  David ben 

Joshua, last of  the Maimonidean Neg dim.” The Jewish Quarterly Review 75 i (1984), pp. 
1–56; idem: “A Judaeo-Arabic Commentary on Maimonides’ Mišn  T r  by Rabbi 
David Ben Joshua Maimonides (circa 1335–1414).” [Hebrew] In Heritage and Innovation 

in Medieval Judaeo-Arabic Culture. Proceedings of  the Sixth Conference of  the Society for Judaeo-

Arabic Studies. Eds. Joshua Blau and David Doron. Ramat Gan 2000, pp. 145–60. Fenton 
has also edited and translated one of  David ben Joshua’s writings: Al-Murshid il  l-tafarrud 

wa-l-murfid il  l-tajarrud. Edited for the first time with a Hebrew translation and notes by 
Paul B. Fenton. Jerusalem 1985.

252 Cf. Fenton: “Literary Legacy,” p. 33 no. 38; idem: “A Judaeo-Arabic Commentary 
on Maimonides’ Mišn  T r ,” p. 154. The quote (ms. RNL II Yevr.-Arab. I 1497, ff. 
47b:15–48a:21) is taken from Ibn Kamm na’s al-Jad d f  l- ikma, pp. 403:14–404:6 and 
includes the passage where Ibn Kammuna quotes Mu ayyad al-D n al- Ur . Other 
than was suggested by Fenton (“Literary Legacy,” p. 37 no. 48) who did not identify al-

Jad d as the source of  David, this second part of  the quote is therefore not taken directly 
from a writing by Ur .—For Ibn Kamm na’s use of  Ur , see below, Chapter Two, 
Section 1.2.3.

253 Suggested by Fenton (“Literary Legacy,” p. 37) for ms. West. Coll. Ar. II 75 which 
is a portion of  David ben Joshua’s al-Murshid ila l-tafarrud.

254 There is also an extensive paraphrastic quotation from Ibn Kamm na’s Shar  al-

Talw t contained in a copy in Hebrew script of  a partial commentary on Maimonides’ 
Sefer ha-madda  (i.e., the first book of  his commentary on the Mishneh T r h) by the Muslim 
author Al  al-D n Abu l- asan Al  b. aybugha al- alabi al- anaf  al-Muwaqqit 
(d. Aleppo 793/1391). The text of  ms. BL Add. 27,294, ff. 60b–61b is introduced 
as follows 

See also G. Margoliouth: Catalogue of  the Hebrew and Samaritan Manuscripts in the 

British Museum 1–4. London 1965–77, vol. 2, pp. 108–11 for a description of  this 
manuscript. Another fragment of  the same work is preserved in ms. RNL Firk. II 
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Yevr.-Arab. I 1426 which does not include the chapter based on Suhraward  and Ibn 
Kamm na.—On the work and its author, see also the studies of  Moritz Steinschneider: 
“Schriften der Araber in hebräischen Handschriften, ein Beitrag zur arabischen 
Bibliographie.” Zeitschrift der Deutschen Morgenländischen Gesellschaft 47 (1893), pp. 338–
41; Y. Tzvi Langermann: “Arabic writings in Hebrew manuscripts. A preliminary 
relisting.” Arabic Sciences and Philosophy  6 (1996), pp. 137–60; G. Margoliouth: “A 
Muhammadan Commentary on Maimonides’ Mishneh Torah. Chs. I–IV.” The Jewish 

Quarterly Review 13 (1901), pp. 488–507; Fenton: “A Judaeo-Arabic Commentary 
on Maimonides’ Mišn   T r ,” pp. 150ff; David Blumenthal: “An Arabic Translation 
to ‘Hilkhot Yesode ha-Torah’.” [Hebrew] Da at 14 (1985), pp. 113–47; Gregor Schwarb: 
“The commentary of  Al  al-D n Ab  l- asan Al  b. aybugha (d. 793/1391) on 
Hilkhot Yesodey ha-Torah, I–IV: a scientific encyclopaedia.” (Forthcoming).—For the 
Hebrew original of  Sefer ha-madda , see Maimonides: Mishneh Torah. The Book of  Knowledge

[Sefer ha-Madda ]. Edited according to the Bodleian (Oxford) Codex with Introduction, 
Biblical and Talmudical References, Notes and English Translation by Moses Hyamson. 
Jerusalem 1962.—Ibn aybugha was a contemporary and close friend of  David ben 
Joshua, and the manuscript contains “various additions by at least one Jewish redactor 
of  the work.” Cf. Margoliouth: Catalogue, vol. 2, p. 108; see also idem: “A Muhammadan 
Commentary,” pp. 490–92. Certainly, one of  these “Jewish redactor[s]” was David ben 
Joshua.
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CHAPTER TWO

INVENTORY OF THE WRITINGS OF IBN KAMM�NA

The purpose of  this inventory is to serve as a reference tool for further 
research on Ibn Kamm�na. Included are all works of  which he is known 
to be the author or that have been attributed to him. Each entry gives 
the title of  the work, together with a brief  description of  its contents, 
and contains references to relevant bibliographical sources. As far as 
can be established, the date of  composition is also given. Editions, 
translations, commentaries and studies are indicated, and the location 
of  manuscripts of  extant works, together with brief  descriptions is also 
given. We have tried to trace and describe all extant manuscripts of  
Ibn Kamm�na’s writings and to inspect as many manuscript copies as 
possible. Where this has not been feasible, the information provided 
is based on the descriptions in the respective manuscript catalogues. 
References to manuscripts of  Ibn Kamm�na in secondary literature 
that proved to be wrong, as well as misattributions in catalogues, have 
been omitted. In many cases, Ibn Kamm�na did not give his writings 
speci�c titles. The �rst title mentioned for each entry is either the one 
that was given to the work by Ibn Kamm�na, or that can be deduced 
from his wording in the respective works and from cross references in 
other works. Alternative titles, as found in quotations of  later scholars, 
in manuscript catalogues, or in modern scholarship are indicated 
in parentheses. Given the sometimes confusing state of  the titles, the 
respective incipit and explicit are quoted for each work in order to facilitate 
future identi�cations of  as yet unknown manuscripts. For those works 
that have either not been edited as yet or that are dif�cult to trace, the 
quoted incipit includes the text of  the entire introduction. The respective 
sources for incipit and explicit have been indicated. Misreadings in the 
editions and manuscripts have been emended without speci�c notice. 
The abbreviations used in this chapter for manuscript collections and 
catalogues and for bibliographical references are explained below (see 
Abbreviations and References).
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1. Authentic Writings

1.1. Commentaries and Glosses

1.1.1. Shar� al-u��l wa-l-jumal min muhimm�t al-�ilm wa-l-�amal (Shar� al-

Ish�r�t)

A commentary on al-Ish�r�t wa-l-tanb�h�t of  Ibn S�n�, dedicated to 
Sharaf  al-D�n H�r�n, one of  the sons of  ���ib al-d�w�n Shams al-D�n 
al-Juwayn�. As Ibn Kamm�na says in the introduction, the commentary 
is heavily indebted to the commentary of  Na��r al-D�n al-��s�. It was 
composed in less than two months and completed on 28 Sha�b�n 671/
19 March 1273. A copy of  the work was sent by Ibn Kamm�na to the 
library of  Sharaf  al-D�n H�r�n and his father.

(Dhar��a, vol. 13, p. 94 no. 301; GAL, vol. 1, p. 592; GALS, vol. 1, p. 769; 
d’Herbelot: Bibliothèque orientale, p. 476; 	ujjat� & D�nishpazh�h: Fihrist, vol. 
1, p. 473; Kashf  al-�un�n, vol. 1, p. 303; Mahdaw�: Fihrist, p. 35; Rescher: 
Development, p. 205; Steinschneider: Arabische Literatur, p. 239 no. 4)
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�  ��� h��5�V��  P�6e��

. . . NQZ$� k�� ; !��� k��
�

End (Rag�p Pa
a 845, f. 198a:3–16):—

  9��#/� 0¯  ��  >"'�T½�  3¯�'¡
�  �� >���¼ s#l��  ;  �Þ/
�  kB)  *�  P��
�� Á̈�( #� �]-&
 h#À'M��  ®
��� h#�&�'�  �b(�u�� #�  U'B�  U� 0R��
�  ;�e��  r� 'nu�� Y"]:(  >/n�
� �� Ó%�Z(
  3"�#l�  �� G'j�×  P��� #�� 3��l u�l� 0�� ~ ß '?  SWl  ��  �%&  @A� U�  *� #4

�  D/C
  D� �½�  ��  Ç�/«  U�  Y8u��  £à�  ��
��  !#�� E#/( +  ��� ~#5BO�  D=#��� ~#5�/
� 
m#2�
  9�#/� E�  D�i�'
�  ��#��C  DÞ:�.$�  �C�]�  ��  D��Ý�  �C#.C  ��]�{
�  ��5/ZC  D
'5¡$�  ��,u  ;
 *�  �(á'�i�  D$#/
�  [u â �Õ��  .D�
2��  �
2��  D,�

�  k)u�  �T�  ��#�
��  9
�q  ; �C��
 0ã  kJj��  ��
?#Q
�   �f� �g *� h#i'Rj�  D/|�  ��#�
���  ��#%tT�   *��  DC
�$�   �JB�{�
  >"
ä  >å5�V��  D/.V�� ����  >ZV�  ��  U#./6  ��  ��x/
��  ��#1
�  DZª��  ;  ���
�( 	}�T�

. ��
-6  ��  Y"
l  ;

Editions

Eds. Ibrahim Marazka, Reza Pourjavady & Sabine Schmidtke. Tehran: 
Iranian Institute of  Philososophy (forthcoming).
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Manuscripts

Awq�f  ��mma 6474, 181 ff., 12 × 22 cm, “nuskha jayyida qad�mat al-kha		” 
(cat. vol. 4, p. 60 no. 6261).

British Library (India Of�ce) 4545 (= Arabic Loth 484), 174 ff., 11.4 × 
20.3 cm, 29 lines to a page. Copied by 	asan (or �Al� ?) b. �Abd al-
Ra�m�n b. �Abd All�h . . . al-M�lik� and dated 12 Rab�� II (?) 734/20 
December 1333 (cf. colophon f. 174a). The leaves at the beginning 
and the end of  the manuscript are in disorder; the correct order is ff. 
1, 4, 3, 6, 5, 2, 7 . . . and 168, 170, 169, 172, 171, 173, 174 (cat. 1877, 
p. 135).

Lâleli 2516, 292 ff., 15 × 21 cm, 18/19 lines to a page, copy completed 
on 3 Rab�� II 1086/27 June 1675 by Darw�sh �Abd al-Ra�m�n Ibn 
Kam�l al-��th�w� al-Sh�m� (cf. colophon f. 198a). The title page has: 
Shar� al-Ish�r�t mimm� allafah� mukammil �ul�m al-awwal�n wa-l-�khir�n 
qudwat al-mu�aqqiq�n �Izz al-Dawla Sa�d b. Man��r b. Sa�d al-ma�r�f  bi-Ibn 

Kamm�na al-Isr�
 �l� . . . (cat. p. 193).
Lâleli 2487/6, ff. 222b–223a, 16.5 × 12 cm, 16 lines to a page. Excerpt 

from Ibn Kamm�na’s commentary in nama	 9, ish�ra 15 that is 
introduced as follows:

 w° ; E#/( + �,u >T'52 �m ��½� 	8 u#�æ� �#/
� 34#�
� �#�v� Ò�V¡
� �{2 ��
 k:(#B��� kÙ�')� ; >%&'R
� s#ç�QR� ±/C w° D&u#/
� s#�#�� �Z8 s�u#6v� [#JB\

. . . ¦�Z
� *� �
� #� '? k?�Z8 
=#´� !#l k:(#�#�� © ¬
� >�"x
�

The corresponding passage in the commentary is as follows:

  ¬
�   >�"x
�   k:(#B���   kÙ�')�   ;  >%&'R
�   s#ç�QR�   ±/C   r4'$�  �]?   ;  wu#6 º��
  ³�� �
� #� '?  k?�Z8 
=#´� 
2G  N.V� #5%& h{ ��  FG  r�|  U#2  U��  k:(#�#��  ©

. . .  ¦�Z
�

The text of  the excerpt continues up to the beginning of  the following 
tanb�h and corresponds to ms. Rag�p Pa
a 845, ff. 184a:13–184b:18 
(cf. Ritter II, p. 76).

Rag�p Pa
a 845, 198 ff., 13 × 25 cm, 23 lines to a page, copied in 
Rama
�n 674/February–March 1276 by Mu�ammad b. Ab� L�jik 
al-N�l� al-Turk� and collated with a copy transcribed from the 
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autograph and read to the author (cf. colophon f. 198a: balagha 

muq�balatan wa-ta����an bi-l-a�l al-manq�l minhu �asab al-jahd wa-l-il	�q 

wa-k�na al-a�l qad nuqila min kha		 al-mu�annif  wa-quri
a �al� mu�anni�h� ). 
The title page, which has numerous ownership statements, indicates 
the title of  the work as follows with no hint that Ibn Kamm�na is 
the author: Shar� Ish�r�t al-Shaykh Ab� �Al� Ibn S�n�. There is a note by a 
different hand at the upper margin of  the title page stating: min ta��n�f  

al-Mawl� al-shar�f . . . Abu l-Faraj al-mad��w bi-Ibn Kamm�na (cat. p. 64).

1.1.2. Shar� al-Talw���t (al-Tanq���t f� Shar� al-Talw���t)

A commentary on the Talw���t of  Shih�b al-D�n al-Suhraward� 
produced in response to a request by some unidenti�ed scholars, whom 
the author refers to as jam��a min al-s�da al-nubal�
 wa-l-a���b al-fu�al�
, 
and completed at the beginning of  667/1268.1 There are no indications 
in the text that Ibn Kamm�na was aware of  a commentary on the same 
work by Shams al-D�n al-Shahraz�r� (if  the latter’s commentary in fact 
predates Ibn Kamm�na’s). In the introduction he says that he used 
other works by Suhraward�. Throughout the text, he explicitly refers to 
�ikmat al-ishr�q (eds. Ziai & Alwishah, pp. 221, 224, 382, 388, 424–25; 
ed. M�saw�, p. 997), al-Mash�ri� wa-l-Mu	�ra��t (eds. Ziai & Alwishah, 
pp. 180, 296; ed. M�saw�, p. 997), al-Alw�� al-�im�diyya (ed. M�saw�, 
p. 994) and Muq�wam�t (eds. Ziai & Alwishah, p. 452); although he 
refrains from explicitly mentioning it, he also used Suhraward�’s 
Maq�m�t al-���yya (Kalimat al-ta�awwuf ), particularly with respect to Su� 
terminology; especially his de�nitions of  tawakkul, shukr, and ri�� (ed. 
M�saw�, pp. 1020–21) are based on Suhraward�’s Kalimat al-ta�awwuf (ed. 
Habibi, pp. 133–34). Following the structure of  Suhraward�’s Talw���t, 

1 Ziai and Alwishah state that Malik 934 contains a colophon on f. 288b according 
to which “the date of  the completion of  the work by Ibn Kamm�na at the Ni��miyya 

Madrasa in Baghd�d [was] in the beginning of  the year 667 A.H.” (emphasis ours). See 
the introduction to their edition, p. 47. This information is, however, incorrect; the 
reference in the colophon to the Madrasa Ni��miyya refers exclusively to the copyist. 
The complete text of  the colophon reads as follows:

 u��C >%�#�Z
� >�u�$� ; >"
ä >�#5/.V�� rCu� >ZV� !��� r�Cu °#/
� Ó.R
� !�� DZª�� �'" �è�� �� é�
�
� rl�
.>�#5�V�� D�V�� r.V� >ZV� 3���� ; ���ZR( �� é�
�
� rl� s#&Ý� �8 r( + #?#5) ����C >Z"�� �{�
�
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the commentary consists of  three parts: logic (part I), physics (part II), 
metaphysics (part III).

(Dhar��a, vol. 13, pp. 152–53 no. 519; GAL, vol. 1, p. 437; GALS, vol. 1, pp. 
769, 782; Kashf  al-�un�n, vol. 2, p. 420; Rescher: Development, p. 205; Ritter I, 
pp. 273–75; Suhrawardi: Opera Metaphysica et Mystica I, Prolégomènes, pp. lxiii 
ff; Steinschneider: Arabische Literatur, p. 240 no. 5)

Introduction (ed. M�saw�, pp. 2:1–3:8):—

 9
jÝ� ; 9�#/�
�� #�T½� ; >"��-�� N&̈'" U� >.ê

�� 9
§�'�$� ���f *� E#/( + �, �/C
 ���̈"ë$� ��#�
��� ��#%tT� �� P#�Qi� �� *�� 9
?#Q
� >�2	
� s��A� ��� �JB�{� *� 9{R
��
 �'�'$�  »�æ�  U#2  #$  �T�  .�f�  �g *� h#i'Rj 9
?#�
�  s#��
B\��  9
?#.
�  s�	}/$�
 *� h{5�V¡� �ìà u'̈T� ���u + í�̈l @�u�
-�
� ��½� [#-6 >�{/
� �#�î
 s#ì'��
�
 s#5-5�� h#Z5̈�J� #-/�T�� #?��� *� >�5BO� N�#l½� ��� #-/&u�� #?#ZV�� �� >�5�/
� N�#�O�
 �� 012 ; HI:�Z$� q#«v� 9�6 �� ���� '? #� r� U#2� !ï$� ; 9�/�$� !#5B\� E� �i'$�
 k-& ; rn
� wxµ #Z��C #5%& � �'n'� 0¯ q#�
v� 3�Wl �� U'B� U� �#B� #� E� r4�'$�
 [#ð��� ~{.Z
� 9�#�
� �� >�#5n Ç� ¦5�
� ����� ����'ê >T�� ; !'/"� ��
� P�i#��
 h#�° u'2]$� »�æ� w°� U� k-�"
= 0  32 E� 3-̈�� k-�%&'( E#/( + ��)� ~{��
�
 9�Bm  h�u]�/�  FG �8 k:�/&��&  [#JB\�  ®�
ê�  �� ~Ìµ 3̈¢ �� [#Z=v�  E� Ð
¢ �
 >T#Q�
� [�u� �Z8 Ç��V�� ¦5��$� wx
� U�C� �'�/
� P]? �� ¬8#�C >�̈l� �'5Ù�� !#�6��
 [#JB\� �]? �i#�� *� £{=�� >='�t$� YJB�� k-����C k:��� u]/�" � G� [#.
�� '
���
 �#�6� ~#Zª� ; wx
� �]? ��5/& .>�l#��� >¡l#Z$� y
§ h#��J�� >�&�'5�� h#Wn'� h#�#O� �'O�&
 �)#W� �%& h#/�#z Í#�
�� Y"]:�
 9��#/� �� `#/$� Ó%�Z�
 >/n�
� 0¯ �� �Þ/
� kB) *�
 0ÏB§�  #?���'l  
�
�(�  #?�i#��  0��(  r�  #:."]:(�  #:Z%�.(  ;  h��:�X  #:W�(
§  *�  s#ì'��
�
 #$ h#ç��� #-�ñ 3�R�(� #-��
� ��%�(� #?	��� 3̈�� #?	n'� ¶�µ� #?�l#/� 
�
a� #?���'&
 U�� ��#��� 9#��
$� N"
= �%& �� #$ h#ò'�� �?#�$� 3%t� *� [#JB\� Y)#i �C ó�
 �.?]�� NO� y'�� ; ��"
QC �2�� ; h#"�J��� �.�2 ¸�'C �� FG k�/� h��%��V�� �Z2
 �z� *� P�u��� ���
$� #:�#Zª� �� Dt�" 9u#./C [#JB\� �� 
2G� >����V�$� r4�'$� ; `� r�
 _®
/J� 0¯ u#RJj�� >Q"° FG r�| ; h#�ô�� ��
�v� FG ¦�T �� õ$� w° N�M�"
 ; Ç�/«� [�'R
� Ç5-�" U� E#/( + E� h#�ÑJ� u#12v�� [#-�v� E� >"�ë$� s#�"
/���
 [#JB\�  Y)#i �#�v� !#l .k%)u �'�u k"
2 ��'n �T�  �[�'1
�  u�� ; u�
m�� P�#.8 9
�q

. . . �Z8 + �u
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End (ed. M�saw�, pp. 1022:20–1023:2):—

 *� >"u#z #:T'2 r� #:T� *� .9��#& 9�pq �� !#  �� 
B���� 0  ̄s#�C#Q´� �& ; �]? 3Ï�� . . .
 �)#.$� ��(� �� *� ³�ö � #:T�C H5�� �'
� >�5�� 9012 Ã�#Q
 *� �5�V¡� © >C#Q´� U'T#l
 >�̈O� r��x
� [��f �8 Ðu#  '? #� p#i'
� P]? ; ¦�
� #:�� ���� 32 *� �.̈T� ��B\ >�
#�
�
 �� ���& #:C ^�̈5�
�� #:��� >.À�'$� >"�C�� 9�#/�
� Y
#= *� Y« ���� �#:C����� #:Wn��

.h�	�#& �C�� 9�#/�µ� h�	�#� ��Á
� 9�#�V�
 #:�?#�� y
§� #?
���� !#1J�� �ô
�

Most manuscripts contain an additional remark by Ibn Kamm�na 
following the end of  the text (Yeni Câmi 766, ff. 214a:23–214b:20; 
Majlis 1850, f. 291b; Feyzullah Efendi 1194, ff. 245b:18–246a:12; 
Feyzullah Efendi 1195, f. 205b:12–27; Ayasofya 2392, ff. 261a:19–
261b:12; Chester Beatty 3598, ff. 216a:14–216b:4; Leiden Or. 137, 
ff. 281b:12–282a:2):—

 Y�#Z" � �l U#2 U�� D�e�$� 9�#�
� ®
�
 Y�#Z$� �z'
� *� s#ì'��
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jf �]?�
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� r�" #� h�012 �T� r� ù�/$� �R�$�
 ; FG £'l� s�?#6� ���&� Ô/$� �C !#ç�V�� #� �
) �� >5�2 0��( ; <) k-={¯� ��
 YJB�� >�#�
� �C#�$� 35:( U� Y« #� �]-
� .���� �C !#= �G� Ã%B& ���#ú� 3Wl wx
� �]?
 @�#-
� @'�
� ���'
� *� �� U{B§ �� #:�
� >çR
� ; �'ª'$� #:��� !'/$� Ò�K
� >�5�/
�
 '? G� �C kR�/( U� ^��/& .!#�&v� ���� �̈$� �� !{��� 9	/
� [̈u '? @'�
� Û�»
� E�
 !̈G P�z'� >"#Z/C »���� � ��� y�6
�� ^"�#? '? G� �(#ç�T w�

 ®
/�( U�� y�z'�
 U� P�6e�� 3̈�" �� P�i#l Y�¢ � �� p F���� .3̈4 P�6
� >"��:C »���� � ���
 �� ^C��f k"'�C [���
� ��ô
� Ç�/û U�� ^�"��? u�'T�C `�6
§� ^�"#Z8 y�u�LC `��/(
 k:C'�l �K"q ��A� r� `xa U�� DÞ:�.$� �� ^C#�n k"
2 E� [
��
�  ����C� DÞ:�Z$�

schmidtke_F3_58-138.indd   65 7/18/2006   6:39:12 PM



66 CHAPTER TWO

 9�#/�
� 3M� �'�R(#& �'�.
�� 9�#�¡
� ±��) �8 �'/�(u#& �'l�� Yt�
� �'B�5�& �'��
�
.D,�

� k)u�� D�
2�� �
2� p ^�,
m �'R�
�

Ibn Kamm�na’s colophon (Ayasofya 2423, f. 333a; Ayasofya 2392, 
f. 261b:13–14):—

>"
ä 667 >ZV� 3���� ; [#JB\� �]? Ã�ZR( �� é�
�
� rl�

Glosses

Extant in the margin of  Rag�p Pa
a 852 (completed on 17 Rab�� I 752/
14 May 1351). The reference to “Na��r al-D�n al-K�sh�” in the margin 
of  f. 194a suggests that the glosses signed throughout the text as  U or 
y U were written by Na��r al-D�n al-K�sh� (or al-K�sh�n�) al-	ill�.

Editions

Quotations from part I of  the commentary are included in the annotation 
of  �Al� Akbar Fayy�
’s edition of  the logic section of  Suhraward�’s 
Talw���t (Man	iq al-talw���t. Tehran 1334/1955). The editor refrains 
from mentioning Ibn Kamm�na by name and identi�es the quotes 
simply as shar�.2

Al-Tanq���t f� shar� al-Talw���t ta
l�f-i Ibn Kamm�na. Ed. Sayyid 	usayn 
Sayyid M�saw�. PhD thesis: D�nishg�h-i Tihr�n, 1375–76/1996–
97.
[The edition is based on the following manuscripts: Ahmed III 3244; 
Malik 934; Majlis 1849/5; �st�n-i Quds 700; �st�n-i Quds 703].

Ibn Kamm�na: Al-Tanq���t f� Shar� al-Talw���t. Re�nement and Commentary 

on Suhraward�’s Intimations. A Thirteenth Century Text on Natural Philosophy 

and Psychology. Critical Edition, with Introduction and Analysis by 
H. Ziai & A. Alwishah. Costa Mesa, California 2003.

2 Daiber seems to suggest (Bibliography of  Islamic Philosophy, vol. 1, p. 445 no. 4463) that 
Fayy�
’s edition includes an edition of  the entire commentary. This is not the case.
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[The edition, containing part II only, is based on ms. Malik 934. 
The editors collated the text with the following manuscripts: Yahuda 
201/2; Leiden Or. 137; Mishk�t 273; Majlis 1849/5]. On this 
edition, see the review by John Walbridge (Iranian Studies 38 iii (2005), 
pp. 520–1).

Manuscripts

Ahmed III 3208 (= Topkap� 6705), 386 ff., 25.5 × 11.5 cm, 29 lines 
to a page, copied by Mu�ammad b. al-	asan al-Q�sh� (or al-��sh�), 
completed on 14 �afar 696/11 December 1296 in the Madrasa 
Ni��miyya in Baghdad (Ritter I, p. 274; cat. vol. 3, p. 639).
[Micro�lm copy: Ma�had 231 (cat. vol. 1, pp. 222–23)].

Ahmed III 3219 (= Topkap� 6706), 265 ff., 24 × 13 cm, 35 lines to a 
page, copied by “A�mad”, completed at the end of  Jum�d� I 691/
May 1292 (Ritter I, p. 274; cat. vol. 3, p. 639).
[Micro�lm copy: Ma�had 232 (cat. vol. 1, p. 223)].

Ahmed III 3243 (= Topkap� 6708), 169 ff., 25.6 × 18 cm, 25 lines to a 
page, containing part III. Completed on 2 Rajab 729/2 May 1329 
(Ritter I, p. 274; cat. vol. 3, p. 640).
[Micro�lm copy: Ma�had 235 (cat. vol. 1, pp. 222–23)].

Ahmed III 3244 (= Topkap� 6707), 308 ff. [ms. has two paginations; only 
the modern pagination is referred to here], 25 × 16.3 cm, 27 lines 
to a page, containing parts I (ff. 1b–85b), II (ff. 86b–167a), and III 
(ff. 168b–307a). The codex also contains two pieces of  Na��r al-D�n 
al-��s� written by the same hand (ff. 307b–308a). Copy completed on 
16 Jum�d� II 687/17 July 1288 (see colophon f. 307a:3–4). The copy 
belonged to the library of  Qu�b al-D�n al-Sh�r�z�. On laylat al-qadr of  
Rama
�n 692/August 1293, he presented the copy as a gift to the 
son of  a certain am�r Kam�l al-D�n, as is indicated in the dedication 
written by his hand on f. 1a:

 k%BO�� 34#�
�  �#�î
 s#ì'��
�  w° '?� [#JB\�  �]? >�8x
� >.-
�  N� Ç� 3��T�
 ~{��
� Ã�  	8�� ½'
� E� P�'Ï� >Z�� 3/n� P�
ü + H��� >T'52 �m� ��½� 	8 3�#B\�
 ����� ��#�C !'QC + Ô/J� D5��$�� �{�v� �X� 	8� ��½�� �$� !#52 ~�
��� �°
 ��V¡l#�� �° + Çlqu ý#R
� �$� ý#R
� þ�� '?� ��� �.�= �$� � 9
2]( ��#�
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 Ð')� '?� �.¿ Pu
) (�) 9u'�V�$� �(0�� 9u'-¡$� �J�"
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 Ó.R
� 3�Wl u��
� ��
 . . . ÔV�O� � + kJj @q�0¡
� �'/�� �m �'g ��
� + N� 

.>�#5�V�� D/��� D�Zª� >ZV� U#��u ��

The manuscript contains Ibn Kamm�na’s “critical edition” of  Suhra-
ward�’s text; the scribe used several manuscripts and frequently notes 
the variants (cat. vol. 3, pp. 639–40; Ritter I, pp. 273–74; Suhraward�: 
Opera Metaphysica et Mystica I, Prolégomènes, pp. lxiv–lxv).
[Micro�lm copies: Ma�had 230 (cat. vol. 1, p. 222); M�nuw� 65 (cat. 
p. 80); Ritter/Uppsala MF 15:2701–2710 (cat. pp. 179–80)].

Ahmed III 3284 (= Topkap� 6687), 233 ff., 24 × 12.5 cm, 25 lines to 
a page, containing parts I (ff. 1–114a, completed on 8 Dhu l-	ijja 
684/4 February 1286) and II (ff. 114b–233b, completed between 
11–20 Rajab 685/2–11 September 1286), copied by Ism���l b. 
Ibr�h�m b. al-Z�hid for his own use (li-nafsih� ). Part III of  this copy is 
extant in Yeni Câmi 766 (Ritter I, p. 273; cat. vol. 3, p. 633).
[Micro�lm copy: Ma�had 233 (cat. vol. 1, p. 223)].

�kh�nd 591, 69 ff., 21 lines to a page, 24/26 × 15 cm, containing part I 
only, incomplete in the beginning and the end (cat. p. 1333).
[Micro�lm copy: �st�n-i Quds micro�lm 141].

�st�n-i Quds 700, 324 ff., 30 × 20 cm, 21 lines to a page, containing parts 
II and III; copy completed on 8 Dhu l-Qa�da 1031/14 September 
1622 by Waj�h al-D�n b. Ism���l b. �Abb�s al-Mu�allim al-Makk� (cat. 
1926–85, vol. 4, pp. 170–72; cat. 1990, p. 330).
[Micro�lm copy: �st�n-i Quds micro�lm 9683].

�st�n-i Quds 701, 144 ff., 19 × 13 cm, 25 lines to a page; containing 
parts II and III, incomplete in the beginning and the end (cat. 1926–
85, vol. 4, pp. 170–72; cat. 1990, p. 330).

�st�n-i Quds 702, 208 ff., 22 × 17 cm, 12 lines to a page, containing 
part II; copied in 1297/1880–1 (cat. 1926–85, vol. 4, pp. 170–72; cat. 
1990, p. 330).
[Micro�lm copy: �st�n-i Quds micro�lm 9771].

�st�n-i Quds 703, 336 ff., 19 × 26 cm, 25 lines to a page, containing 
parts I, II and III, copied by �Abd al-Ra�m�n Ma�m�d al-Qirim� 
(?); at the end of  part II there is a colophon of  the copyist dated 
beginning of  Mu�arram 705/July 1305 (cat. 1926–85, vol. 4, pp. 
170–72; cat. 1990, p. 330).
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[Micro�lm copies: D�nishg�h micro�lms 1522 and 2909 (cat. 1969–
84, vol. 1, pp. 340–41)].

�st�n-i Quds 11523, 287 ff., 16 × 23.5 cm, 22 lines to a page, containing 
parts I and II; copied by Ma�m�d al-	usayn� in Mu�arram 1298/
December 1880–January 1881 from a corrupt manuscript (cat. vol. 
11, p. 186).

At�f  Efendi 1587, 265 ff., 25.2 × 16.5 cm, 27 lines to a page, containing 
parts I (ff. 1–111) and II (ff. 111–266). Copied at the beginning of  
the 8th/14th century by 	ab�b b. Ras�l b. Ibr�h�m b. Zakariyy�; 
collation completed on 20 Dhu l-Qa�da 711/29 March 1312 (cat. 
1892, p. 93; cat. 1987, p. 256; cf. also Naw�dir, vol. 1, pp. 164–65; 
Mukht�r�t, p. 143; Ritter I, p. 274).

Awq�f  ��mma 5342, 415 ff., 19 × 25 cm, containing part III (cat. vol. 2, 
pp. 291–92 no. 3401; in the catalogue the manuscript is misidenti�ed 
as a Shar� Hay�kil al-�ikma by an anonymous author).

Ayasofya 2392, ff. 44–261, 25 × 17.5 cm, 17–22 lines to a page, 
containing parts II (ff. 1b–44a [Talw���t], 45b–125b [commentary]) 
and III (ff. 126b–261b). Copied by al-Fat� b. �Abd All�h b. al-Fat� 
b. �Al� b. Mu�ammad al-Bund�r� al-muta	abbib; part II completed 
on 20 Jum�d� I 732/18 February 1332 (see colophon f. 44a), part 
III completed on 25 Rama
�n 732/20 June 1332 in the Madrasa 
Ni��miyya in Isfahan (see colophon f. 261b:13–19) (cat. p. 143; Ritter 
I, p. 274).

Ayasofya 2423, 336 ff., 13 × 19 cm, 23 lines to a page, part I (ff. 1–
94a) completed on 17 Rab�� I 763/15 January 1362 by 	asan b. 
Mu�ammad b. al-	asan al-Mu�ahhar, part II (ff. 95b–183b) on 18 
Jum�d� I 764/5 March 1363 by 	asan b. Mu�ammad b. al-Mu�ahhar 
for his own use (li-nafsih� ), part III (ff. 184b–333a) completed on 5 
Rab�� II 762/12 February 1361 by the same scribe li-nafsih�. The title 
page has: Kit�b Shar� al-Talw���t li-l-Faylas�f  al-mu�aqqiq Hibat All�h b. 

Kamm�na (cat. p. 145; Ritter I, p. 274).
Ayasofya 2424, 129 ff., 19.4 × 13.3 cm, 21 lines to a page. Contains 

part II (ff. 2b–114a) and the beginning of  part III (ff. 115b–130a) of  
the commentary. Copied by �al�� al-D�n b. D�w�d al-�an��m� (?) 
(cf. undated colophon on f. 114a). Presumably 8th/14th century (cat. 
p. 145; Ritter I, p. 274).

Bankipore 2356, 323 ff., 10 × 6.5 cm, 22 lines to a page, containing 
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parts II (ff. 1–116a) and III (ff. 116b–323). The copy is not dated 
(apparently 11th/17th century) and transcribed from a copy dated 
706/1306–7 (cat. 1908–, vol. 21, pp. 100–1).

Bankipore 2357, 163 ff., 9.7 × 6.5 cm, 23 lines to a page, containing 
part I. Missing in the beginning (beginning = ed. M�saw�, p. 2:22) 
and the end (end = ed. M�saw�, p. 114:6). The copy is not dated and 
was apparently written in 8th/14th century. Ff. 83–103 are written in 
a later Nasta�l�q hand and were evidently later added to the copy. The 
manuscript belongs to the same copy as Bankipore 2358 (cat. 1908–, 
vol. 21, p. 102).

Bankipore 2358, 170 ff., 9.7 × 6.5 cm, 23 lines to a page The copy is not 
dated and was apparently written in the 8th/14th century. Ff. 100–
103 and 122 are written in a later Nasta�l�q hand and were evidently 
later added to the copy. The manuscript belongs to the same copy as 
Bankipore 2357 (cat. 1908–, vol. 21, p. 102).

Berlin Ms. Or. Fol. 1321, 18.2 × 25.8 cm, 99 ff., 25 lines to a page, 
fragment containing the following portions of  the text: ff. 1a:1–30b (= 
ed. M�saw�, pp. 228:19–297:4), ff. 31–49 (= 298:26–340:25/ eds. Ziai 
& Alwishah, pp. 13:2–88:4), ff. 50–99 (= 364:1–496:3/ 125:3–339:6). 
The manuscript which belonged to the Nachlass of  Moses Wilhelm 
Shapira was originally part of  the same copy as St. Petersburg RNL 
II Firk. Yevr.-Arab. I 3137 and RNL II Firk. Yevr.-Arab. I 3138 (cat. 
1878–97, vol. 2, pp. 65–66 no. 217; Steinschneider: “Schriften der 
Araber,” pp. 364–65). See also below Appendix A: The Firkovitch/
Shapira-Codex of  Ibn Kamm�na’s Shar� al-Talw���t.
[Micro�lm copy: IMHM no. 1809].

British Library OR 6348, 228 ff., 17 × 25 cm. Contains parts II (ff. 1b–
77b) and III (ff. 78a–225b). Ff. 5b–78a written in black ink (instead 
of  brown) and possibly by another hand; ff. 224a–225b written by 
a different hand; ff. 226–228 are from a different manuscript. Copy 
completed in Mu�arram 900/October 1494 (cf. colophon f. 225b) 
(cat. 1912, p. 12).

British Library OR 7728, 384 ff., 18.5 × 25.3 cm. Contains parts I 
(ff. 2b–119a), II (ff. 119b–221b) and III (ff. 222b–384a). Copy 
completed in 1037/1627–28 by Mu�ammad b. �Abd al-Ra��m 
(colophon f. 384a) (cat. 1912, p. 12).

British Library Delhi Arabic 2105, 135 ff., 13 × 24 cm, ff. 1–41: 33 

schmidtke_F3_58-138.indd   70 7/18/2006   6:39:13 PM



 INVENTORY OF THE WRITINGS OF IBN KAMM�NA 71

lines to a page, ff. 42–135: 35 lines to a page. The manuscript is 
in disorder and contains quires from at least two different works 
written by different hands: ff. 1–41 which is a fragment from another 
unidenti�ed philosophical work (possibly Ghazz�l�’s Maq��id ), and ff. 
42–135, containing fragments of  parts II and III of  Ibn Kamm�na’s 
Shar� al-Talw���t.

Carullah 998, 101 ff., 17.7 × 12.5 cm, 15 lines to a page. Contains parts 
II (ff. 1–43a) and III (ff. 43b–98a) of  Suhraward�’s Talw���t. Copied by 
D�w�d b. 	asan at the end of  Rama
�n 720/October–November 
1320. The copy contains two variants of  the complete name of  the 
scribe; according to the dated colophon his name is as follows:

(�) `#�
/
� S� �m ��) �m ��Ü�� �Cu >5)u E� 
�J�$� �./
� k��C

The scribe collated his copy with Ibn Kamm�na’s copy of  the text 
and noted throughout the copy selected portions of  Ibn Kamm�na’s 
commentary in the margins. In the collation mark on the lower 
margin of  the last folio, he gives his name as follows:

 ÃZR� >T'52 �m� Ò�V¡
� ÃZR$� 3i� �� ���T >è�� �� >�#Q�V��� Y�� �C#�� . . .
 ��) �m ��Ü�� . . . �5��C [#JB\� �]? 
Q�� E#/( + N�  3l� º�� [#JB\� �]? w°

(�) Ó��$� �m� ��
/$� ÓJ�
� �� �m S� �m

(Ritter I, p. 272; Suhraward�: Opera Metaphysica et Mystica I, 
Prolégomènes, pp. lxvi–lxvii).

Chester Beatty 3598, ff. 20–216, 23.5 × 16 cm, 29 lines to a page; 
containing parts II (ff. 20–74b) and III (ff. 75a–216); incomplete in 
the beginning (f. 20a:1 = ed. M�saw�, p. 371:20); part II completed 
at the end of  Jum�d� II 729 (?)/April 1329 (cf. colophon f. 74b). On 
f. 20a title and author are written by a different hand as follows: Shar� 
al-Talw���t f� �ilm al-man	iq wa-l-�ikma wa-ghayrihim� li-l-�ak�m �Izz 

al-Dawla Sa�d b. Man��r al-mashh�r bi-Ibn Kamm�na (cat. vol. 6, 
p. 34).

Chester Beatty 4612, 227 ff., 24.5 × 17.5 cm, 25/31 lines to a page, 
containing parts II (ff. 1a–83b—incomplete, the beginning of  the 
manuscript corresponds to ed. M�saw� 295:21 [an yak�na ma
kh�dhan]) 
and III (ff. 84a–227b); written by at least two different hands; undated, 
presumably 8th/14th century (cat. vol. 6, p. 34).
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Damat �brahim Pa
a 820, 234 ff., 21 × 15.5 cm, 23 lines to a page, 
contains parts I (ff. 1b–119a) and II (ff. 119b–234b) of  the commentary. 
The title is given as al-qism al-awwal min Shar� al-Talw���t wa-l-th�n� 
minhu wa-huwa k�mil al-kit�b li-Mawl�n� Mull� �Izz al-Dawla wa-huwa 

k�mil shar� al-fannayn al-man	iqiyy�t wa-l-	ab��iyy�t . . . (f. 1a). Ownership 
statement dated 886/1481–2 (f. 1a) (Ritter I, p. 275).

D�nishkadah 194b, 194 pp., 21.3 × 34 cm, containing part III only; 
copy completed on 15 Mu�arram 1349/13 June 1930 by Mu�ammad 
K��im; it was later collated with another manuscript by al-	ak�m 
and Sayyid Isl�m al-D�n. It contains an ownership statement by �iy�� 
al-D�n Durr� al-I�fah�n� (cat. vol. 1, p. 572).

Feyzullah Efendi 1194, iv + 246 ff., 12.5 × 17.6 cm, 27 lines to a page, 
containing parts I (ff. 1b–58b), II (ff. 59a–120b) and III (ff. 121a–
296a). There is a scribe’s colophon at the end of  part I (f. 58b:28–29), 
dated beginning of  Sha�b�n 700/April 1301:

cRj >ZV� U#./6 3���� ¦��� �'" #-���/( �� �ê
&

The manuscript contains con�icting and partly mistaken information 
on the author of  the commentary. On f. IIIa is written:

���T + í�l @����.
� s#2ù
� HIC� D�l�$� 352�� D���� 3�&� s#ì'��
� w°

On f. 1a it is written:

 '?� >T'52 �m� ��
/$� u'R�� �m �/� ��½� 	8 N��� 34#�
� Ò�V¡�� ²'��
� w°
. . . >�#5�V�� D1�ª� DZª� >ZV� �(#&�� @�u�
-�
� ��½� [#-6 Ó"'��
� Y)#R
 �#/�

Feyzullah Efendi 1195, 205 ff., 16.7 × 24 cm, 29 lines to a page, contain-
ing parts I (ff. 2b–61b), II (ff. 62a–113b) and III (ff. 114a–205b); 
copied by �Abd All�h b. Mub�rak b. Hadiyya, completed in a 
madrasa in Tabriz on 22 Shaww�l 696/12 August 1297 (see colophon 
f. 205b:27–29). The title page (f. 2a) contains two partly con�icting 
indications as to title and author by two different hands:

 @q�0¡
�  >�{/
�  �#/�  '?� ��½�  	/�  34#�
�  Ã�ZR(  >"�u�
-�
�  s#ì'��
�  w°
@�':�
� >T'52 �m� E� Y�K
��
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 S���Æv� >T'52 �m� ��
/$� u'R�� �m �/� ��½� 	8 N��� 34#�
� Ò�V¡�� ²'��
� w°
>�#5�V�� Dª{ª� DZª� �§#$� ;'( �§#$� �#/� wu#¡
�� Ð�	� w° '?�

(cf. Naw�dir, vol. 1, p. 165; Mukht�r�t, p. 143).
Flügel 1331 (= Codex Vindobenensis Palatinus Mxt. 453), 510 ff., 8.5 

× 5.7 cm, 17 lines to a page, containing parts I (ff. 1b–279b) and II 
(ff. 280a–510a) (cat. vol. 2, pp. 606–7).

Gharawiyya (cat. 1959, p. 25 no. 24: Shar� al-Talw���t al-Suhrawardiyya 

Sa�d b. Man��r b. Sa�d al-ma�r�f  bi-Ibn Kamm�na). According to �gh� 
Buzurg, who inspected this copy (cf. Dhar��a, vol. 13, pp. 152–53 no. 
519), it is incomplete and may contain only part II.

Hekimo�lu Ali Pa
a 854/2, ff. 46b–275b, 31.5 × 19 cm, 32 lines to a 
page, copied ca. 1100/1688–89. Containing parts I (ff. 46b–100a), 
II (ff. 100a–165a) and III (ff. 165a–275b). The codex contains no 
indication that the commentary was composed by Ibn Kamm�na 
(Ritter I, p. 275; Naw�dir, vol. 1, p. 165; Mukht�r�t, p. 143).

Istanbul University al-qism al-�arab� 2775, 312 ff., copied in 1101/
1689–90 (Naw�dir, vol. 1, p. 165).

John Rylands 340, 104 ff., 11 × 20 cm, 30 lines to a page. The manuscript 
was copied around 1680 C.E. in India and is de�cient both at the 
beginning and the end (cat. columns 674–76 no. 400).

Lâleli 2521, 310 ff., 22 × 16.5 cm, 25 lines to a page, contains parts I 
(ff. 1b–157a) and II (ff. 157a–310a). The title page has: Shar� 
Talw���t al-Shaykh al-Suhraward� li-Ibn Kamm�na (cat. p. 193; Ritter I, 
p. 275).

Lâleli 2522, 171 ff., 24 × 16.5 cm, 25 lines to a page; containing parts 
I (ff. 1b–80a) and II (ff. 81a–171b). There are two undated and 
anonymous collation colophons (ff. 80a, 171b). The title page has: 
Shar� al-Talw���t li-l-�ak�m al-mudaqqiq �Izz al-Dawla Sa�d b. Man��r 
al-ma�r�f  bi-Ibn Kamm�na al-Isr�
�l� (cat. p. 193; Ritter I, p. 274).

Leiden Or. 137, 282 ff., 31 lines to a page, containing parts I (ff. 1b–76a), 
II (ff. 76b–149b) and III (ff. 150b–282a); part II completed on 6 �afar 
736/14 September 1335 in Mashhad (f. 149b), part III completed 
on 29 �afar 736/17 October 1335 in Mashhad (f. 282a). It has been 
collated with other manuscript(s) as is indicated by several marginal 
collation notes (cat. 1851–77, vol. 3, pp. 349–51 no. 1496; cat. 1957, 
p. 362).
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Majlis 1849, 227 ff., 17 × 24.5 cm, 27 lines to a page, completed on 
1 Mu�arram 702/25 August 1302; containing parts II (ff. 2b–81a) 
and III (ff. 81b–227b). Up to f. 86a, the text of  Suhraward� is under-
lined in red (cat. vol. 5, pp. 314–17).

Majlis 1850, 281 ff., 26.5 × 13.5 cm, 24 lines to a page, containing parts 
II (ff. 1b–109b) and III (ff. 110b–291b). Copied by Mu�affar 	usayn 
al-K�sh�n�, who had completed copying part II in �afar 1023/
March-April 1614 (f. 109b). The text of  Suhraward� is underlined 
in red. The title page has: Shar� al-Talw���t ma�a jild-i d�gar (cat. vol. 5, 
pp. 317–18).
[Micro�lm copy: Majlis 2607].

Malik 934, 283 ff., 12 × 22.2 cm, 35 lines to a page. Part II completed 
on 14 �afar 704/15 September 1304 in the Madrasa Ni��miyya, part 
III completed on 10 Rab�� I 704/10 October 1304. The scribe used 
several manuscripts, and numerous corrections and additions are 
noted in the margins (cf. f. 288b), and it contains a collation note. On 
the front folio there is a statement of  ownership by 	�jj 	usayn Malik: 
“[This] is an exceptionally �ne book in respect to both the [quality 
of  the] manuscript as well as to the author’s [rank] who had been 
one of  the great [scholars] of  his age at the Ni��miyya Madrasa in 
Baghd�d . . . I bought this book, together with 45 other volumes, from 
Mr. Falsaf� Sharaf  al-Mulk . . . and placed it in the library in the year 
1314.” (Translation provided in the introduction to Ibn Kamm�na: 
Tanq���t. Eds. Ziai & Alwishah, p. 47) (cat. vol. 1, pp. 390–91).

Mishk�t 273, 214 ff., 16 × 24.5 cm, 23 lines to a page; containing parts I 
(ff. 1b–114b) and II (ff. 115b–214a) and one page of  part III (f. 214b); 
undated, containing an ownership statement (f. 1b) by the name of  
Mu�ammad b. Mu�ammad b. Barak�t dated 961/1553–54 (cat. 
1976, p. 16; cat. 1951–85, vol. 3 i, pp. 211–13).

Nuruosmaniye 2661, 139 ff., 18.5 × 13 cm, 17 lines to a page. The 
text of  the commentary is located in the margins whereas the text of  
the Talw���t is on the main parts of  the pages. At the end of  part II 
there is a colophon dated 11 Mu�arram 713/8 May 1313 (Ritter I, 
p. 274).

Rag�p Pa
a 852, 336 ff., 26 × 18 cm, 27 lines to a page; completed on 
17 Rab�� I 752/14 May 1351 (see colophons at the end of  parts II 
and III on ff. 177a and 336a). Contains parts I (ff. 1b–85a), II (ff. 85b–
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177a) and III (ff. 177b–336a), together with glosses by Na��r al-D�n 
al-K�sh�n� and apparently also by some other, not identi�ed readers 
(cat. p. 64; Ritter I, p. 274).

�ehid Ali Pa
a 1740, 253 ff., 17.8 × 25.3 cm, 29 lines to a page. 
Containing parts I (ff. 1b–59a), II (ff. 59b–125a) and III (ff. 125b–
253a). Copy completed on 16 Jum�d� II 686/29 July 1287 in the 
Madrasa Ni��miyya (see colophon f. 253a:11–13). Part II was collated 
with a copy that has been read to Ibn Kamm�na (see colophon 
f. 125a: q�bila bi-nuskha mu�a��a�a maqr�
a �al� l-mu�annif  fa-�a��a bi-

qadr al-imk�n wa-ll�h al-musta��n).
St. Petersburg RNL II Firk. Yevr.-Arab. I 857, 1 f., 5 lines (f. 1a), 

respectively 22 lines (f. 1b) to a page, heavily damaged fragment 
containing the beginning of  the text: f. 1b (= ed. M�saw�, p. 2:1–21) 
(cat. 1991, p. 104).
[Micro�lm copy: IMHM no. 54602].

St. Petersburg RNL II Firk. Yevr.-Arab. I 3137, 18.2 × 26.2 cm, 123 ff., 
consisting of  one quire of  six leaves (ff. 1–6), four isolated leaves 
(ff. 7, 8, 9, 10), one quire of  eight leaves (ff. 11–18), one isolated 
leaf  (f. 19), one quire of  eight leaves (ff. 20–27), one isolated leaf  
(f. 28), one bifolio (ff. 29–30), one isolated leaf  (f. 31), one quire of  ten 
leaves (ff. 32–41), two quires of  eight leaves (ff. 42–49, 50–57), one 
isolated leaf  (f. 58), four quires of  ten leaves (ff. 59–68, 69–78, 79–88, 
89–98), one isolated leaf  (f. 99), one quire of  eight leaves (ff. 100–
107), one bifolio (ff. 108–109), one isolated leaf  (f. 110), two bifolios 
(ff. 111–112, 113–114), two isolated leaves (ff. 115, 116), one quire of  
six leaves (ff. 117–122). 25 lines to a page. The fragment contains the 
following portions of  the text: ff. 1–7 (= ed. M�saw�, pp. 3:1–21:9), 
ff. 8–9 (= 23:11–28:2), ff. 10–18 (= 48:3–71:16), f. 19 (= 45:18–48:3), 
ff. 20–27 (= 165:7–181:2), f. 28 (= 73:16–75:23), f. 29 (= 544:8–547:6/ 
eds. Ziai & Alwishah, pp. 420:13–424:12), f. 30 (= 526:21–529:12/ 
391:11–396:3), f. 31 (= 226:21–228:19), ff. 32–41 (= 182:23–204:20), 
ff. 42–49 (= 28:2–45:18), ff. 50–88 (= 75:23–163:7), ff. 89–98 (= 
341:1–364:1/ 88:4–125:3), ff. 99–107 (= 204:20–226:21), ff. 108–109 
(= 559:5–563:15/ 444:14–451:16), f. 110 [lower margin of  the leaf  
heavily damaged] (= 565:14–567/ 455:5–458), f. 111 (= 556:9–
559:5/ 440:9–444:14), f. 112 (= 563:15–565:14/ 451:16–455:5), 
f. 113 (= 181:2–182:23), f. 114 (= 163:7–165:7), f. 115 (= 524:12–
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526:21/ 387:9–391:11), f. 116 (= 521:16–524:12/ 382:12–387:9), ff. 
117–123a (= 529:12–543:2/ 396:3–418:13), f. 124 (= 2:1–21). The 
manuscript belongs to the same copy as RNL II Firk. Yevr.-Arab. 
I 3138 and Berlin Ms. Or. Fol. 1321. See below Appendix A: The 
Firkovitch/Shapira Codex of  Ibn Kamm�na’s Shar� al-Talw���t.
[Micro�lm copy: IMHM no. 56523].

St. Petersburg RNL II Firk. Yevr.-Arab. I 3138, 18.2 × 25.8 cm, 9 ff., 
consisting of  one isolated folio (f. 1) and two quires of  four folios 
(ff. 2–5, 6–9), 25 lines to a page. The fragment contains the following 
portions of  the text: f. 1 (= ed. M�saw�, pp. 496:3–499:1/ eds. Ziai & 
Alwishah, pp. 339:6–344:2), ff. 2–5 (= 504:21–516:5/ 353:8–373:4), 
ff. 6–7 (= 499:1–504:21/ 344:2–353:8), ff. 8–9 (= 516:5–521:16/ 
373:4–382:12). The manuscript belongs to the same copy as RNL 
II Firk. Yevr.-Arab. I 3137 and Berlin Ms. Or. Fol. 1321. See below 
Appendix A: The Firkovitch/Shapira Codex of  Ibn Kamm�na’s 
Shar� al-Talw���t.
[Micro�lm copy: IMHM no. 56522].

Taym�riyya 	ikma 92, containing part II (cf. GAL, vol. 1, p. 565).
Yahuda 201, ff. 1a–73a (text of  Suhraward�’s Talw���t), ff. 74b–345b 

(commentary by Ibn Kamm�na), 28 lines to a page, completed 
Friday, 11 �afar 702/4 October 1302 in Isfahan (see colophons ff. 
141b, 345a) (cat. pp. 143–44).

Yeni Câmi 765/1, 225 ff., 32 × 21 cm, 33 lines to a page, copied for 
the Sul��n Mu�ammad F�ti� (reigned 848–850/1444–1446 and 
855–886/1451–1481). It is followed by a copy of  Na��r al-D�n al-
��s�’s Aw��f  al-ashr�f, dated 864/1459–60, which seems to have been 
copied at about the same time as Ibn Kamm�na’s Shar�. The copy 
contains parts I (1b–58a), II (58b–117a) and III (ff. 117b–217b) of  the 
commentary entitled Shar� Talw���t al-Shaykh Shih�b al-D�n al-maqt�l 

li-l-Shaykh al-ma�r�f  bi-Ibn Kamm�na (Ritter I, p. 275).
Yeni Câmi 766, 213 ff., 24 × 12.5 cm, 25 lines to a page; containing 

part III. Parts I and II of  the same copy are contained in Ahmed III 
3284 (= Topkap� 6687). On the title page is written: al-Juz
 al-�khir min 

Shar� al-Talw���t ta
l�f  al-�ak�m al-F��il al-Faylas�f  Sa�d b. Man��r b. Sa�d 

b. al-�asan b. Kamm�na. Completed between 27–30 �afar 686/12–15 
April 1287 by Ism���l b. Ibr�h�m b. al-Z�hid for his own use (li-nafsih� ) 
(cf. colophon f. 214b:21–25). On the �rst leaf  is to be found a waq�yya 

schmidtke_F3_58-138.indd   76 7/18/2006   6:39:15 PM



 INVENTORY OF THE WRITINGS OF IBN KAMM�NA 77

for the library of  Mashhad �Al� (Najaf ), dated 766/1364 (cat. p. 40; 
Ritter I, p. 273; Istanbul Umumî kütüphaneleri Yazmalari, p. 36).
[Micro�lm copy: Ma�had 234 (cat. vol. 1, p. 223)].

��hiriyya 7885, 308 ff., 12.5 × 25 cm, copied in 690/1291 in Baghdad 
(cat. 1970, pp. 26–27; cat. 1987, p. 394).

1.1.3. Ta��l�q �al� l-su
�l�t al-m�rada �al� l-u��layn min Kit�b al-Ma��lim 

(I�tir���t �al� Kit�b al-Ma��lim f� l-u��layn li-Fakhr al-D�n al-R�z�/ Maq�la �al� 
mab��ith Najm al-D�n al-K�tib� al-Qazw�n� wa-�r�duh� �al� naw�ay al-�ilm)

Commentaries on K�tib�’s critical remarks on the Kit�b al-Ma��lim of  
Fakhr al-D�n al-R�z�. Since Ibn Kamm�na refers to them in his Shar� al-

Talw���t,3 the date of  completion of  his Shar�, 667/1268, is the terminus 

ante quem for the Ta��l�q.

Introduction (Esad Efendi 1932, f. 116a):—

 >T'52 �m + >.? �m ��O� �m �/� ��½� 	8 N��� 3��$� 34#�
� >�{/
� Ò�V¡
� !#l
 
� N�{´� >� >�{/
� �#�î
 D
'i�� ; �#/$� [#�2 s�z� `� :E#/( + �,u @����.
�
 ��
� �]? ; >�ZR$� s�»�æ� r�T� �� �T'2 r� �ìà u'̈T� ���u + í�̈l @q�

� ��½�
 *� �.̈T� U� s�u�& .>C]:� 0¯ �#��� 9����� 0¯ r4�'� �8 _!#  0¯ h#�%l�(� h#�%�a #?�6��
 #$ u#B&�� N�#l�� u#�T�� rl�'� �� [#JB\� �]? ; #� E� N�#�O� HI.
#Q
 h��#6u� r4�'$� �(
 �#�î
 �#�u �� rl� U� N�(#& ��
� ��»T�� 9�2� ���� ��
/
� ; í#Z
� !#Wl� �� �(�?#6
 ����C k�/
� 3?� + rJ̈� [HI.(#B\�] U�0C½� ��½� k	 D���� ��V�� ��
j��$� 3�&� >�{/
�
 9�
�J� >�� ���'�
� *� �5�V¡� �#/$� [#�2 H8'T *� �åV�� #-8��� �l �(�̈� >��
)� ��p�
 9012 ~#�V6� FG �� >Z5�J� >."
�
�  N�#l
� >/�#z >.�}/
�  �)#.$� >"�#� >5-$�  ���
�
�
 �� 9�p	
 �5�¿ 9�� r4�'� FG r� #:%& s�z� ÇB\ [#JB\� Ó�R( �Z8 � s
Qj . . .
 s�z� #� `#��� ���� �%tZ�
� *� ��	8� Y�2 #58 #:C ��Z��V�#& 
�T 9��#/� E� 9
�J���
 r� ���'�
� �� #:%& #� E� �#6uv�� �)#.$� �( s#.ª� E� 9u'2]$� r4�'$� �� �åV��� �( ;
 *� ß�'O� @
X @u#z FG U'B�
 ���� k�B�" � ��½� !'i� �� r4�'� *� �#�� >&#4�

3 Shar� al-Talw���t. Ed. M�saw�, pp. 701:10–11 (wa-an� fa-qad ajabtu �an h�dh� f� 
jaw�b al-shuk�k allat� awradah� al-Im�m al-�All�ma Najm al-D�n al-Dab�r�n� . . . �ala Kit�b al-

Ma��lim . . .), 714:19–20 (. . . wa-qultu �alayhi f� ajwibat m� awradah� al-Im�m al-Qudwa Najm 

al-D�n al-Dab�r�n� . . . �al� Kit�b al-Ma��lim min al-as
ila . . .).

schmidtke_F3_58-138.indd   77 7/18/2006   6:39:16 PM



78 CHAPTER TWO

 N��/�
� �]?� 9u'2]� �åV�� � Ã�4� �G� ��� #?���
�
 h�051(� #?���'�
 h�0ÏB§ �#�

� �(
 � `� *� �./R�V��� �({B¡� [±/C] 3� >=#�v� �/l�� �C £#��T�� k( �#/$� [#�2 E�
 ; 
�Z
� UL& >"'�T½� 3¯�'¡
� �l'
� N��
 >%�{B\� �'i� *� �M.
� r"
�( �� �B5(�
 ��ëT �� >C]¡$� u#B&�� �2áu�� E� 3%t� � >./¡�$� �#��� ; N5/�
�� >C]-$� N�#l½�
 E� >"��-
�� N%&'�
�� >5R/
� E#/( + !���& .>C'R�V�$� 0�
� u#�T�� �� P]? !#O�� �%&

.k%)u k"
2 �T� N"
Q
� ~�'�

End (Ayasofya 4862, f. 151a):—
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=#´

.D�
2�� �.ð� ��
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� �f� �g ���  0  *� 9{R
��

Manuscripts

Ayasofya 4862, ff. 141b–151a, incomplete in the beginning (cf. Naw�dir, 
vol. 1, p. 167).

Esad Efendi 1932, ff. 118a–126b, 12.7 × 18.5 cm, 23 lines to a page; 
containing also K�tib�’s remarks, ff. 99a–117b; copy completed on 
11 Rama
�n 721/4 October 1321 in Nakhjaw�n by Fakhr al-D�n 
Hind�sh�h b. Sanjar b. �Abd All�h al-���ib� (i.e. Dawlatsh�h b. 
Sanjar al-���ib�, �. 724/1324) (cf. Mukht�r�t, p. 142 where a wrong 
shelfmark is mentioned).
[Micro�lm copy: Ritter/Uppsala MF 15:2573 (cat. p. 169)].

Editions

Eds. Reza Pourjavady & Sabine Schmidtke. Tehran: Iranian Institute of  
Philosophy (forthcoming).
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1.2. Excerpts

1.2.1. Faw�
id min Talkh�� al-mu�a��al (Multaqa	 / Iltiq�	 / Intikh�b min 

Talkh�� al-mu�a��al)

Excerpts from Na��r al-D�n al-��s�’s critical commentary on Fakhr al-
D�n al-R�z�’s Mu�a��al afk�r al-mutaqaddim�n wa-l-muta
akhkhir�n, Talkh�� 
al-mu�a��al, completed between 1–3 Dhu l-Qa�da 670/30 May–1 June 
1272. While Ibn Kamm�na paraphrases the textual selections from 
��s�’s Talkh�� at the beginning of  his excerpts, he gradually starts quoting 
them verbatim as the work progresses. It is noteworthy that he does not 
adduce anything from the section devoted to the impeccability (�i�ma) of  
the Prophet and selects only one comment by ��s� from the chapter on 
the imamate, stating that most Sh��ite traditions are based on unreliable 
texts. The excerpts contain the following portions of  the text (references 
are given according to British Library Add 7517):

[From al-Rukn al-awwal: f� l-muqaddam�t:]
Ff. 67a:5–9 (= Talkh��, Beirut 1405/1985, p. 6:9–12), 67a:9–11 (= 7:6–
11), 67a:11–67b:4 (= 7:18–23), 67b:5–7 (= 8:18–20), 67b:7–9 (= 9:8–10), 
67b:9–13 (= 12:1–4), 67b:13–68a:7 (= 12:15–21), 68a:7–9 (= 14:21–
22), 68a:9–68b:2 (= 23:6–10), 68b:2–6 (= 23:14–17), 68b:6–9 (= 24:3–
7), 68b:9–69a:7 (= 29:13–19), 69a:7–69b:2 (= 30:7–12), 69b:2–6 
(= 30:20–23), 69b:7–10 (= 31:9–11), 69b:10–70a:7 (= 31:23–32:9), 
70a:8–9 (= 33:8–10), 70a:9–12 (= 34:10–12), 70a:12–70b:4 (= 35:5–
9), 70b:4–5 (= 35:17–18), 70b:5–11 (= 35:23–36:4), 70b:12–71a:1 
(= 36:14–16), 71a:1–4 (= 37:3–5), 71a:4–7 (= 38:3–5), 71a:8–13 
(= 38:14–19), 71a:13–71b:5 (= 39:5–14), 71b:5–8 (= 49:5–7), 71b:8–10 
(= 52:20–21), 71b:10–13 (= 53:4–8), 72a:1–4 (= 53:14–16), 72a:4–6 
(= 55:2–5), 72a:6–9 (= 55:16–18), 72a:10–13 (= 56:8–11), 72a:13–72b:9 
(= 57:8–15), 72b:9–10 (= 57:22–23), 72b:10–73a:4 (= 59:3–9), 73a:4–
5 (= 61:20–21), 73a:5–6 (= 63:2–3), 73a:7–9 (= 63:20–21), 73a:9–11 
(= 64:2–4), 73a:11–13 (= 67:5–6).
[From al-Rukn al-th�n�: f� taqs�m al-ma�l�m�t:]
Ff. 73b:1–3 (= 75:11–13), 73b:3–4 (= 75:14–15), 73b:4 (= 75:18–19), 
73b:4–8 (= 75:22–24), 73b:8–10 (= 77:16–18), 73b:11 (= 78:5–6), 
73b:12–13 (= 81:16–18), 74a:1–2 (= 91:3–4), 74a:2–3 (= 92:13), 
74a:3–6 (= 93:16–94:1), 74a:6–74b:2 (= 94:7–13), 74b:2–10 (= 95:9–
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14), 74b:10–75a:2 (= 97:20–98:2), 75a:2–9 (= 98:4–8), 75a:9–12 
(=  98:21–99:1), 75a:12–75b:3 (= 100:3–8), 75b:3–76a:6 (= 100:17–101:5), 
76a:6–76b:4 (= 101:18–102:5), 76b:4–12 (= 102:19–103:2), 76b:12–13 
(= 103:22), 76b:13–77a:3 (= 106:10–13), 77a:3–77b:9 (= 107:12–108:4), 
77b:9–11 (= 109:22–110:1), 77b:11–78a:6 (= 115:22–116:5), 78a:6–7 
(= 116:10–11), 78a:7–10 (= 116:19–20), 78a:10 (= 117:3), 78a:11–78b:3 
(= 118:19–22), 78b:3–4 (= 119:14), 78b:4–6 (= 120:20–22), 78b:7–13 
(= 121:19–25), 78b:13–79a:7 (= 127:21–128:3), 79a:7–79b:1 (= 128:13–
18), 79b:2–8 (= 130:14–19), 79b:8–12 (= 131:22–132:2), 79b:13–80a:4 
(= 133:6–9), 80a:4–8 (= 133:20–23), 80a:8–80b:9 (= 134:22–135:9), 
80b:9–81a:6 (= 135:15–136:2), 81a:6–9 (= 137:1–3), 81a:9–11 (= 137:
7–9), 81a:11–12 (= 137:19–20), 81a:12–81b:1 (= 139:7–8), 81b:1–2 
(= 140:16–17), 81b:2 (= 146:11), 81b:3 (= 147:10), 81b:3–6 (= 155:17–
19), 81b:6–7 (= 156:15–16), 81b:7–8 (= 156:21–22), 81b:8–11 (= 157:
1–3), 81b:11–82a:1 (= 157:7–9), 82a:1–3 (= 157:18–21), 82a:3–11 (= 162:
5–10), 82a:11–82b:6 (= 162:12–17), 82b:6–8 (= 164:3–5), 82b:8–10 
(= 164:12–14), 82b:10–83a:4 (= 166:7–13), 83a:5–8 (= 167:8–12), 
83a:8–12 (= 173:8–14), 83a:12–83b:4 (= 174:5–13), 83b:4–6 (= 175:8–
9), 83b:6–7 (= 177:21–22), 83b:7–84a:11 (= 178:2–14), 84a:11–12 
(= 179:6–7), 84a:12–84b:2 (= 179:10–12), 84b:2–7 (= 181:6–8), 84b:7–
8 (= 181:13–14), 84b:9–11 (= 182:14–16), 84b:11–85a:6 (= 184:15–22), 
85a:6–7 (= 185:11–12), 85a:7–10 (= 185:16–18), 85a:10–11 (= 185:20), 
85a:11–85b:1 (= 186:18–20), 85b:1–7 (= 186:23–187:4), 85b:8–9 (= 187:
5–6), 85b:9–86a:1 (= 188:1–4), 86a:2–9 (= 188:17–22), 86a:9–11 (= 189:
12–13), 86a:12–86b:2 (= 201:12–14), 86b:3–6 (= 201:15–19), 86b:7–
11 (= 202:9–12), 86b:11–13 (= 202:23–203:1), 86b:13–87a:4 (= 203:9–
12), 87a:4–7 (= 203:21–204:1), 87a:8–13 (= 204:3–8), 87a:13–87b:1 
(= 204:13–14), 87b:1–3 (= 204:15–21), 87b:3–6 (= 206:20–23), 87b:6–
13 (= 207:13–18), 88a:1–2 (= 207:19–22), 88a:2–5 (= 207:23–208:5), 
88a:5–88b:1 (= 209:8–14), 88b:1–8 (= 210:16–20), 88b:8–11 (= 211:11–
13), 88b:12–89a:1 (= 212:17–18), 89a:1–8 (= 214:21–215:4), 89a:8–
10 (= 215:6–8), 89a:10–89b:3 (= 216:15–19), 89b:3–12 (= 217:17–
23), 89b:12–13 (= 219:19–220:1), 89b:13–90a:1 (= 222:8–9), 90a:1–6 
(= 222:23–223:3), 90a:6–13 (= 223:23–224:16), 90a:13–90b:13 (= 226:
9–19).
[From Kh�tima: f� a�k�m al-mawj�d�t:]
Ff. 91a:1–2 (= 232:13–15), 91a:2–6 (= 232:16–19), 91a:6–9 (= 236:3–
5), 91a:9–11 (= 238:7–9), 91a:12–13 (= 238:15–17).
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[From al-Rukn al-th�lith: f� l-il�hiyy�t, al-Qism al-awwal: f� l-dh�t:]
Ff. 91b:1–6 (= 244:8–12), 91b:6–7 (= 245:15), 91b:8–11 (= 246:15–18), 
91b:11–92a:5 (= 247:6–13), 92a:6–11 (= 252:1–4), 92a:11–12 (= 252:
20–21), 92a:13–92b:2 (= 256:17–23).
[From al-Qism al-th�n�: f� l-�if�t:]
Ff. 92b:2–3 (= 260:2–3), 92b:3–5 (= 261:22–262:1), 92b:5–7 (= 262:10–
11), 92b:7–10 (= 265:19–266:12), 92b:10–12 (= 267:13), 92b:12–13 
(= 267:20), 92b:13–93a:2 (= 269:12–19), 93a:2–5 (= 269:19–270:2), 
93a:5–6 (= 275:11–12), 93a:6–8 (= 276:1–2), 93a:8–10 (= 276:7–8), 
93a:10–11 (= 276:11–12), 93a:11–12 (= 276:18–20), 93a:12–14 (= 276:
22), 93a:14 (= 280:2), 93a:14–93b:1 (= 280:4–5), 94a:14–94b:3 (= 293:8–
11), 94b:3–4 (= 293:12–13), 94b:4–5 (= 294:5), 94b:5–7 (= 294:17–20), 
94b:7–9 (= 295:17–18), 94b:9–13 (= 295:23–296:5), 94b:13–95a:6 (= 296:
16–22), 95a:6–7 (= 297:20–21), 95a:7–10 (= 298:12–14), 95a:10–15 
(= 299:14–18), 95a:15–95b:4 (= 300:11–14), 95b:4–6 (= 300:17–18), 
95b:6–9 (= 303:23–304:2), 95b:9–10 (= 305:14–18), 95b:10–13 (= 305:
19–22), 95b:13–15 (= 309:17–19), 95b:15–96a:4 (= 310:6–9), 96a:4–6 
(= 310:19–20), 96a:6–7 (= 311:2), 96a:7–8 (= 313:1–2), 96a:9–13 (= 313:
5–8), 96a:13–15 (= 313:10–11), 96b:1–2 (= 313:12–13), 96b:2–8 (= 315:
18–22), 96b:8–9 (= 315:23–24), 96b:9–14 (= 319:18–22), 96b:14 (= 320:
1–2), 96b:15–97a:2 (= 320:19–21), 97a:2–3 (= 322:11–12), 97a:3–7 (= 324:
1–5).
[From al-Qism al-th�lith, f� l-af��l:]
Ff. 97a:6–7 (= 327:1), 97a:7–9 (= 327:4–6), 97a:10–15 (= 327:14–17), 
97a:15–97b:1 (= 327:18–19), 97b:1–3 (= 328:17–18), 97b:4–7 (= 
334:19–21), 97b:7–10 (= 335:1–3), 97b:10–14 (= 335:4–6), 97b:14–98a:1 
(= 335:7–8), 98a:1–5 (= 335:21–336:1), 98a:5–14 (= 338:2–8), 98a:15–
98b:2 (= 338:9–11), 98b:3–6 (= 339:10–13), 98b:7–9 (= 340:20–21), 
98b:9–11 (= 341:2–4), 98b:11–13 (= 341:11–13), 98b:14–15 (= 343:2), 
98b:15–99a:1 (= 343:5–6), 99a:1–4 (= 344:5–8) 99a:4–8 (= 344:10–12), 
99a:8–12 (= 344:16–19), 99a:12–15 (= 345:12–15), 99a:15–99b:3 (= 
345:14–16).
[From al-Qism al-r�bi�, f� l-asm�
:]
Ff. 99b:3–6 (= 347:12–13), 99b:6–11 (= 347:18).
[From al-Rukn al-r�bi�: f� l-sam�iyy�t:]
[From al-Qism al-awwal: f� l-nubuww�t:]
Ff. 99b:11–13 (= 351:23–352:1), 99b:13–14 (= 353:9–10), 99b:14 
(= 365:14–16), 99b:15–100a:1 (= 366:2–3), 100a:1–3 (= 366:17–18).
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[From al-Qism al-r�bi�: f� l-ma��d:]
Ff. 100a:4–5 (= 376:1–2), 100a:5–8 (= 379:3–4), 100a:8–100b:1 (= 380:
16–23), 100b:1–3 (= 381:1–2), 100b:3–6 (= 381:5–7), 100b:6–12 (= 381:
23–382:4), 100b:12–13 (= 382:14–15), 100b:14–101a:4 (= 384:13–17), 
101a:4–9 (= 385:14–17), 101a:9–11 (= 387:7–8), 101a:11–14 (= 387:13–
17), 101a:14–101b:4 (= 387:19–22), 101b:4–9 (= 388:5–8), 101b:9–10 
(= 389:18–19), 101b:10–13 (= 389:22–390:1), 101b:14–15 (= 390:1–3), 
102a:1–10 (= 390:13–19), 102a:10–14 (= 391:6–9), 102a:14–102b:2 
(= 391:15–17), 102b:2–4 (= 392:4–6), 102b:4–6 (= 392:7–8), 102b:6–
15 (= 392:9–16), 102b:15–103a:5 (= 398:1–5), 103a:5–6 (= 399:7–11), 
103a:6–14 (= 400:3), 103a:13–103b:3 (= 400:5–8), 103b:3–8 (= 400:
18–22).
[From al-Qism al-th�lith: f� l-asm�
 wa-l-a�k�m:]
Ff. 103b:8–11 (= 401:12–16), 103b:11–12 (= 402:19–20), 103b:12–
104a:2 (= 402:22–403:2), 104a:2–3 (= 403:5–6), 104a:3–6 (= 403:13–
15), 104a:6–104b:1 (= 404:16–22), 104b:1–5 (= 405:5–7).
[From al-Qism al-r�bi�: f� l-im�ma:]
Ff. 104b:5–6 (= 421:22–422:2).

(Dhar��a, vol. 2, pp. 357–58 no. 1444; vol. 22, p. 196 no. 6669; GAL, vol. 1, 
p. 507; GALS, vol. 1, p. 769; vol. 3, p. 668; Kholeif  (A Study on Fakhr al-D�n 

al-R�z�, p. 198) erroneously classi�es the excerpts as “a commentary on this 
Talkh�� by Ibn Kamm�nah;” Rescher: Development, p. 205; Steinschneider: 
Arabische Literatur, p. 240 no. 7)

Introduction (British Library Add 7517, ff. 66b:2–67a:5):—

 + #�8 >T'52 �m + >.? �m ��O� �m �/� �m u'R�� �m �/� E#/( + E� 0��
� !#l
 �� #- b�Q��
� ���'& *� ��u��� P]? 35�V¡� :��8#Q
 ��&�� ��4�
� *� �T#��� � 
�ê� �Z8
 34#&�� ��V� D����� ~#5BO� �� 
j����� 3����� �'�� r�#z >�{/
� k�8�� �#�v� �{2
 ��½�� ��½�� NO� 0RT E'$� Ã�#Q���� N�#l½� £e¼ Ã��'Q
�� �
�
� ¬�� 3ª#��� 9��l
 rJ��� Pu��Jl� Ã8#4� Pu#RT� E#/( + 	8� �'Q
� �g �m �g D5��$�� �{�v� 
�
 ��A #:C 3MZ"� 3R�� c�o��C P#5� @A� �C#�2 ; �(�� >��
)� ��p� ����C k�/
� 3?�
 �Ï)#W� ~#Zª� ; #� #:�� Dt�"� ��Q
#��� �2'B6� 3R�� [#�2 s{B¡� 3���
� �/C >T#Q�
�
 ; 3%l #� r�| [#/%��� �8 >�Z��� �Q�
� ³2A� �Z8 FG ; >%&#2 #-�/
� 3�	
�� 3�´� ��
 [#JB\� Í#�
� ��
�� *� >�&#�� �� ±/C �8 #-�/C �)#.$� Ö�5( �ô
� �� u'2]$� c�o��
�

. . . y�u�v� ¦�T E� k��Z( `#/$� .[ï$� ��
�� @�#-
� '?� [�'R�� N&'� +�
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End (British Library Add 7517, f. 104b:6–13):—

 ®
ê Y�� �� �
ê Y�� 3R�� c�o�( [#�2 �� P
2G� U� �"�u #� 
jf �]?� . . .
 FG �� �T� .��u�½� 9�#/�� >5(#´� ��)� N%&'�
�� >"��-
�� >5R/
� E#/( + !���� @0¯
 �� *� �(�'�i� D$#/
� [u â �Õ�� .k��/
� S/
� â� �� 9'l �� !') �� ���� u�#�
��
 �g *� # hi'Rj� DR�æ� ��#�
��� D��
$� ��#%tT�� DC
�$� �JB�{� �� P�#.8 �� P#�Qi�

. . . D/|� k:��� ��{� � ��
?#Q
� �f�

Author’s colophon (Gharawiyya 572; quoted in cat. 1971, p. 25):—

 >�#5�V��  D/.V�  >ZV�  9�/�
�  @G  ��  ¶����  x/
�  ;  h#è���  h�#è�T�  ���  é�
�
�  U#2�
. . . >"
ä

Manuscripts

British Library Add 7517/6, ff. 66b–104b, 13/14 lines to a page. There 
is a scribe’s colophon following the previous item in this codex dated 
9 Sha�b�n 672/18 February 1274 written in Baghdad (cf. GALS, vol. 
3, p. 668; cat. 1849–71, p. 210 no. 429).

Gharawiyya 572 (cat. 1959, p. 24 no. 10; cat. 1971, p. 25 no. 15; cf. also 
Dhar��a, vol. 22, p. 196 no. 6669; Roper: World Survey, vol. 2, p. 45) 
autograph, completed between 11–20 Dhu l-Qa�da 670/9–18 June 
1272.

1.2.2. Excerpts from al-Shamsiyya f� l-man	iq (Multaqa	 / Iltiq�	 al-Shamsiyya 

f� l-man	iq)

Excerpts from the Ris�la al-shamsiyya of  K�tib�.

(Dhar��a, vol. 2, p. 286 no. 1158) 

Manuscripts

Gharawiyya. Contained in an autograph majm��a, written in 679/1280–
81 (cat. 1959, p. 24 no. 8).
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1.2.3. Excerpts from Kit�b al-Hay
a (Multaqa	 / Iltiq�	 Kit�b al-Hay
a)

Excerpts from the Kit�b al-Hay
a of  Mu�ayyad al-D�n al-�Ur
�.4—Ibn 
Kamm�na refers to �Ur
� in his al-Jad�d f� l-�ikma (p. 403) praising 
his Kit�b al-Hay
a as the �rst of  its kind (m� lam yu�aqqaq min qablih� ) 
and paraphrasing a brief  portion of  the work (ibid. pp. 403–5). Ibn 
Kamm�na was apparently the �rst scholar to use �Ur
�’s work which 
was later on also used by Qu�b al-D�n al-Sh�r�z�.5

(Dhar��a, vol. 2, p. 286 no. 1160)

Manuscripts

Gharawiyya. Contained in an autograph majm��a, written in 679/1280–
81 (cat. 1959, p. 24 no. 7).

1.2.4. Excerpts from al-
th�r al-b�qiya (Multaqa	 / Iltiq�	 al-
th�r al-b�qiya)

Excerpts from the 
th�r al-b�qiya �an al-qur�n al-kh�liya of  Ab� Ray��n 
al-B�r�n�.

(Dhar��a, vol. 2, p. 286 no. 1157)

Manuscripts

Gharawiyya. Contained in an autograph majm��a, written in 679/1280–
81 (cat. 1959, p. 24 no. 6).

4 �Urd�’s work has been edited with an introduction by George Saliba: The Astronomical 

Work of  Mu
ayyad al-D�n al-�Ur��. A Thirteenth Century Reform of  Ptolemaic Astronomy. Kit�b al-

Hay
ah. Beirut 1990.
5 See George Saliba: “The original source of  Qu�b al-D�n al-Sh�r�z�’s Planetary 

Model.” In idem: A History of  Arabic Astronomy. Planetary Theories during the Golden Age of  

Islam. New York / London 1994, pp. 119–34.
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1.2.5. Excerpts from al-Q�n�n al-Mas��d� (Multaqa	 / Iltiq�	 al-Q�n�n al-

Mas��d�)

Excerpts from the Q�n�n al-Mas��d� f� l-hay
a wa-l-nuj�m of  Ab� Ray��n 
al-B�r�n�.

(Dhar��a, vol. 2, p. 286 no. 1159)

Manuscripts

Gharawiyya. Contained in an autograph majm��a, written in 679/1280–
81 (cat. 1959, p. 24 no. 5).

1.2.6. Excerpts from al-I�tir���t min Kit�b Zubdat al-naq� wa-lub�b al-kashf  

(Multaqa	 / Iltiq�	 al-i�tir���t min Kit�b Zubdat al-naq� wa-lub�b al-kashf )

Excerpts from Najm al-D�n al-Nakhjaw�n�’s commentary on Ibn S�n�’s 
al-Ish�r�t wa-l-tanb�h�t, entitled Zubdat al-naq� wa-lub�b al-kashf, written in 
Shaww�l 679/January–February 1281.

(Dhar��a, vol. 2, p. 286 no. 1161; Shab�b�: Tur�thun�, p. 101; on Nakhjaw�n�’s 
commentary, cf. Mudarris Ra
aw�: A�w�l u �th�r, pp. 110–11; Mahdaw�: Fihrist, 
p. 35)

Manuscripts

Gharawiyya 686/1; contained in an autograph majm��a, completed in 
Shaww�l 679/January–February 1281 (cat. 1959, p. 23 no. 4; cat. 
1971, p. 54 no. 94).

Notes from the introduction (Shab�b�: Tur�thun�, p. 101):—

 �'R�$� k-�" Y�2
§� 9u#./C ¹f U� �� �(#�l#��� �(#4�e�� �� ~Ìµ 3 � ��C �ô�� 0¯ . . .
 ®e�� �� P0¯ ®
ê Y�� � �
ê Y�� �(
2G #� s
2G 3C #:��� Ã�" �� 32 #:��
 k�/" #$ h#��T ��� U#2 #�� .¶�& ±�Z
�� ®�e��� *� s»Jl� 3C [#JB�� ��° �� ~Ì

 U'B� #5̈Cu� ��l#�� s
2G #5̈Cu 3C P
2G� � s�u#6v� [#�2 Y)#R
 �'R�� 0¯ �T� h#/Ql
 ÃZ̈R$ »JK"� #:Z8 [�'�� �B5" #:(
2G ¬
� s#�l#Z$�� s#4�e��� P]? �2�� �� h��'R��
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 >i{ � NQZ$� [#.
 :P#5� @A� �C#JB\ c�o�( �/C �(
Q̈� #·� �]?� #:��� s�u#6v� [#�2
.>5BO�

End (Dhar��a, vol. 2, pp. 286–87 no. 1161):—

 �m + >.? �m ��O� �m �/� �m u'R�� �m �/� u'2]$� [#JB\� �� �Q��
� @A� �.�2
.679 >ZV� !�'6 ; >T'52

1.2.7. Khul��at m� ta�ammanathu khul��at al-�ikma (Talkh�� lub�b al-man	iq)

Summary of  Nakhjaw�n�’s Lub�b al-man	iq wa-khul��at al-�ikma, which 
is an abbreviation of  his more extensive Naq� qaw��id al-ish�r�t wa-kashf  

tamw�h al-shif�
 wa-l-naj�t (cf. Shab�b�: Tur�thun�, p. 102). Khul��at al-�ikma 
is the title of  the second portion ( jumla) of  Lub�b al-man	iq. Completed 
in Dhu l-Qa�da 675/April–May 1277.

(Dhar��a, vol. 4, p. 425 no. 1876; Shab�b�: Tur�thun�, p. 108)

End of  the text (Shab�b�: Ibn al-Fuwa	�, vol. 2, pp. 124–25; see Shab�b�: 
Tur�thun�, p. 108 for a shorter version of  the quotation):—

 9�Cq �]-& .�'�u >ZV�� + [#�2 ; ���'�
� P]? P#�B�V�� �� �B5�" !'i�� *� Ãl�'
��
 �#�v� Ã�ZR( ���� [#�2 #:��� 35�V¡$� NQZ$� [#.
 E� >�'5�$� >5BO� >i{  �Z5��( #�
 @G ; ��� u��
� �]? u#�Jj� �� é�
�
� rl�� �`�'}oZ
� �g �m 
Bm HIC� �m �,� ��½� k	
 u'R�� �m �/� E#/( + >,u E� 0��
� �./
� FG u#Jj� @A�� >"
ä 675 >ZV� �� 9�/�
�

.�Z8 + #�8 >T'52 �m + >.? �m ��O� �m �/� �m

Manuscripts

Gharawiyya or Am�r al-Mu�min�n, contained in an autograph majm��a, 
completed in Shaww�l 679/January–February 1281 (cf. Dhar��a, 
vol. 4, p. 425 no. 1876; Shab�b�: Tur�thun�, p. 108).
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1.3. Independent Philosophical Treatises

1.3.1. (al-Jad�d f� l-�ikma / al-Jad�d f� l-�ikma wa-l-il�hiyy�t / al-�ikma al-

jad�da / Kit�b f� l-�ikma / “Ris�la-yi falsafa” / al-K�shif  / al-K�shif  f� l-�ikma 

al-jad�da / Falsafat Ibn Kamm�na / Kit�b f� l-man	iq wa-l-	ab��iyy�t wa-l-�ikma 

al-jad�da / Kit�b f� l-man	iq wa-l-	ab��� ma�a l-�ikma al-jad�da)

An extensive treatise on philosophy, arranged in seven abw�b, each 
containing seven fu��l. Composed at the request of  Dawlatsh�h b. Sanjar 
al-���ib�; completed on 19 Dhu l-Qa�da 676/13 April 1278.6—The 
author did not give any title to this work, and it is not clear on what basis 
the various titles under which the work later circulated were coined.

(Dhar��a, vol. 7, p. 56 no. 300 [al-�ikma al-jad�da]; vol. 16, p. 305 no. 1350 
[Falsafat Ibn Kamm�na]; GALS, vol. 1, p. 769; Rescher: Development, p. 205; 
Steinschneider: Arabische Literatur, p. 239 no. 1; Kashf  al-�un�n, vol. 1, p. 450)

Introduction (ed. 	am�d Mar��d al-Kab�s�, pp. 145–47):—

 >T'52 �m + >.? �m ��O� �m [�/� �m] u'R�� �m �/� E#/( + >,u E� 0��
� �./
� !#l
 �� �"	$� Yn'"� k"
B\� �C#�n E� [
�" h��, E#/( + �,� :��4�
� *� �T#��� �Z8 + #�8
 �C#�n �� *��� í��
�
� ; 
¢� k�
�� �C#�8 �� ��ë" h�u#���V�� P
���V��� �T#�)�� ��&
 *��� ~{$� �� *� SR" U�� �T#?
m 9uº�� NO� �#-
LC k%��V�$� �=�� E� >"��-
� �����
 N�(�  ��&  ��/C�  .�T{���  �%)'�
�  u#-Àv D�QR$�  *�� k��/
�  �
/
�  !') �� D&#O�
 >"#¯ '? s#O#R
� 3Ê� 
jÝ� �'�
�� â� U#
v� U� >���Z
� sºp½�� >���/
� ��#�/
� [�u�
 .>"�
j�� 9�#�¡
� �� '}Z" �� >"��Á
� 9�#/�
� U#��v� q'�" � �T��C� >�T#��v� s�#5B\�
 >"�����
� � >�T#?ù
� �
Q
�� >�Z�
� � >�Z%��
� P'n'
� *� ��Ra k�" � FG U� 
?#�
� ���
 N�#�O� �s#�"�R�
�� s�u'R�
� 3�RM�C >�T#��v� ¦�Z
� !#5B�V�� '? @A� >5BO� k�/C ��
 �� ��Ra ; Yê
� � �� u]� rQ�T� �]:C� .>"xt
� >l#Q
� Y�) *� �>��5/
�� >"
�Z
�
 � 3�
½�� ����$� ��� r� 3"��
�� >5BO� 3?� []B� UL& .�'i�� P���'l ��-5( ; [��"
 3�" � U� ��R$� *�� Û')�� 35/
� ��e$� *� Y«� .3�RM�
�� ��/
� 3?� �� �/"
 �{�v� 
� ��½� 	8 !�#/
� �#/
� 34#�
� 0WB\� 0��� U#2 #$� .3%t�
� ~�'� �8 k�� *�

6 This date is given in Majlis 1938, p. 418. In Ayasofya 2446/1, f. 176b, only the 
month and the year are given: Dhu l-Qa�da 676.
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 ��½�  Ã�V� 0WB\�  0��� �m  P#6 ��� Dl�
/
�  
oJ�� �$� 
� ��½� �5�/� D5��$��
 >Wl#1
� ���/$�C k�/
� �]? �° *� r�=� �� #5-�p� ����� #5?#��W� + #5-��C HIW)#R
� 
}ZV�
 �å�� �l #� ~#Zª� ; [#JB\� �]? ��5/& �Ø
§ �%& [#�2 Ã�ZR( Ç� ¦5�
� >.�#R
� ���uf�
 Y
#Q$� s#5:� *� Pu#RJj� r� h{5�V¡� >"'�T½� 3¯�'¡
�� >�T½� u'��� >�µ{� �� ��
�
 >5B)  [#.
�  
j����  u#B&�  >i{´  SWl  ��  ¬
�  s��p	
�  r�  h#Z5�J�  3�#�$�  s#:���
 ��%�a @�« � #� N%�a �8 hpu#� 3��½�� �}O� �� D��
� 9�#&� �8 »�" #58 h#�
#  3�����
 s#�i� �:"�(� P�%)'(� E#/( â� k�/
� ; �C r�JK" #� �� [#JB\� �]? ; �û {& .3�#QC
 >B�{$� s#.ª� ;� ���"#Z8� P�'n U#�C� ��5�8� ��pù2 *� ��½� �(#l'�¼ Y�#�� �{z
 #�� #:��2	§� #:�"�C�� U�.
�  [�
j �/C #:�#�C� #?uÉf� #:(#2áu��� >�4u�� í'�Z
�� >"�#5�
�
 ���� .>�T#1
� 9�¡K
�� �#/$� !#�� >"�'
�� 9'.Z
� c�#Rj ;� �U�]´�� �Q´� �� #-5R/"
 �C ��a #� !ï$� ; ¦�Z
� �/��� !#-�� ���l� �	�� !{�
� �� kR/" #� *� 35�V¡� '-&
 [#JB\� �]? 3¿ �
/" � �T� :k�/
� �� ¬8#�C �l� @0R��C ;�e�� r� !'l�� .!#5B\� ��
 [� 32 ; [�'C�  >/.V� ���/n �l� �����  >�C#�
�  YJB\�  ; P
�T  !#= @A� N��� ��
 '�/
� �T� [�'1
� 3"	n� >,

�� [�'R
� >C#i�� >5R/
� �5�V�� + ��� .!'R& >/.V� #:��

. . . NQZ$� 9#5�$� 
�Z
� �f ; !��� [#.
� .[#?'
�

End (Majlis 1938, pp. 417–18):—

 3��(� k:��� ÃQ/J� P�#./C Ã�Q
 k%)u u'�ê �T�� ���� 9
jÝ�� #�T½� 
m�� U� k�� ��� . . .
 >C°��� >5/=�� N�  kª ��"��-
 >1/C kª ~#�8�� >�{�� U�.
� >ð �� U#��v� *� �C . . .
 h#l'ª� 3���
� FG � Yn�� >C#Þ�V�$� s�'8½�� >/}Z$� s�0C��
� �� �5Ù� #�� �z� >"�����
 Ç/�Z( U�� #-�?� �� Ç�/û U� k-��� �åV��& 9
jÝ� ; E#/( + >,u >/� E� �JK�T�5Q
 h#��
 Ç5R/( U�� ��½� �'" ¬��Qj � 
��( U�� S̈� � � >� >�#%�
� �'" �/û U�� Ç�5�� #�
 #$ y�'Î Ç�&'(� DR�æ� Dl�#R
� s#zu� Ç��.( U�� D��$� s#=u� �� ^�"��? u'ZC
 DO#R
� y�#.8 9
�q Ç� �(� ��	�#�
� �� �C�� 9�#/�µ� D��Ý� �� �'�´� u�� ; �C U'2�
 DC
̈�$� �JB�{� *� �(�'�i� D$#/
� [u â �Õ�� .D�
2�� �
2� p� D,�

� k)u� p ^�,
m

.��
2�¡
� �, â �Õ�� ��
?#Q
� D.�Q
� �f� �g *� h#i'Rj� D/|� ��#�
��� ��#%tT��
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Author’s colophon (Ayasofya 2446/1, f. 176b):—

 ��
ë� �.�2� >"
ä >�
{? >å5�V�� D/.V�� �� >ZV� �� 9�/�
� @G ; ���
�( �� é�
�
� rl�
 #�8 >T'52 �m + >.? �m ��O� �m �/� �m u'R�� �m �/� E#/( + >,u E� 0��
� �./
�
 [u 9
jÝ�� #�T½� ; s�0´� �� ��u�½� ; ���f� ��4�
�� ��8#Q
 ��&�� � 
�ê� �Z8 +

.D,�

� k)u� p ^�,
m 0ã kJj�

Editions

Ed. with introduction by 	am�d Mar��d al-Kab�s�. Baghdad 1403/1982 
(Wiz�rat al-Awq�f  wa-l-shu��n al-d�niyya. Qism al-dir�s�t wa-l-
bu��th al-isl�miyya. I�y�� al-tur�th al-isl�m�; 44).
[Edited on the basis of  the following manuscripts: Ahmed III 3234 
(= Topkap� 6757), Köprülü 1612/7].

Ed. 	�mid N�j� I�fah�n�. Tehran: Iranian Institute of  Philosophy 
(forthcoming).

Translations

With the exception of  some chapters on logic, the entire text was 
translated into Persian by Qu�b al-D�n al-Sh�r�z� without any 
indication of  the author in his Durrat al-t�j; see our “Qu�b al-D�n 
al-Sh�r�z�’s (d. 710/1311) Durrat al-T�j and Its Sources. (Studies on 
Qu�b al-D�n al-Sh�r�z� I).” Journal Asiatique 292 (2004), pp. 309–28.

Ömer Mahir Alper: “Özü dolayisiyla varli�i zorunlu’nun kanitlanmasi 
hakkinda.” Istanbul Üniversitesi �lahiyat Fakültesi Dergisi Say� 9 (2004), pp. 
139–49 [translation into Turkish of  b�b 7. fa�l 1 f� ithb�t w�jib al-wuj�d 

li-dh�tih� = ed. 	am�d Mar��d al-Kab�s�, pp. 527–33].

Manuscripts

Ayasofya 2446/1, ff. 1b–176b, 12.5 × 18 cm. Copied by al-	asan al-
Murta
� al-	usayn� al-Simn�n� from the autograph, completed in 
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Rab�� II 731/January–February 1331 (cf. colophon f. 176b). The 
entire codex apparently consists of  what were originally two different 
codices; ff. 1–176 is written on light, white-yellow paper, all by the 
hand of  the person mentioned on the title page (f. 1a) in black ink 
only, with 21 lines to a page. Ff. 177–315 (Kit�b f� l-�ikma, see below, 
Section 2.4) is written by (at least) one different hand, on slightly 
reddish paper, with black ink and red ink for chapter headings, with 
13 lines to a page (cat. p. 363).

Ayasofya 2447/3, ff. 91a–319b, 24.3 × 14 cm, 17 lines to a page; copied 
at the end of  the 9th/15th century (cat. p. 146; cf. Ritter II, p. 58).

Ahmed III 3231 (= Topkap� 6756), 147 ff., 23 × 14.5 cm, 21 lines to a 
page, copied in 676/1277 (cf. Ritter II, p. 58 n. 3; cat. vol. 3, p. 654).

Ahmed III 3234 (= Topkap� 6757), 155 ff., 26 × 17 cm, 23 lines to a 
page. Some pages of  the last b�b are missing. Copy completed on 
8 Jum�d� I 732/6 February 1332 by �Al� b. al-Taq� (or al-Naq� ?) 
al-Mu�adhdhin in Mashhad; next to the copyist’s colophon, there 
is a note by a different hand stating that the manuscript has been 
collated with another copy taken from the autograph (for a facsimile 
of  the colophon, see ed. 	am�d Mar��d al-Kab�s�, p. 139) (cat. vol. 3, 
p. 655).
[Micro�lm copy: Ma�had 87 (cat. vol. 1, p. 207)].

Esad Efendi 1930, 220 [222] ff., 12.5 × 16.6 cm, 14/15 lines to a 
page, copy completed on 12 Rab�� I 1081/29 July 1670 (cf. colophon 
f. 222a:16–17).

Fâtih 3141/1. The text is incomplete and the sequence of  leaves is in 
disorder: ff. 1–158 (= ed. 	am�d Mar��d al-Kab�s�, pp. 145:1–498:7), 
f. 159 (= 531:8–533:3), ff. 160–172 (= 498:7–531:7), ff. 173–201 (= 
536:22–598:4), f. 210 (= 533:3–536:22); copied by Ma�m�d b. al-
Shar�f  al-Kirm�n� (cf. Naw�dir, vol. 1, pp. 165–66; Mukht�r�t, p. 144; 
in both works, the shelfmark of  the manuscript is wrongly given as 
1341/1).
[Micro�lm copy: AUB 14 (cat. 1985, pp. 492–93)].

Köprülü 895/1, ff. 1b–137a, 26 × 17 cm, 21 lines to a page, copied by 
Mu��af� b. Sir�j al-D�n (cf. colophon f. 137a:16–18); the title page 
has: Kit�b al-K�shif  li-Ibn Kamm�na al-M�saw�, and above by a different 
hand: Kit�b al-�ikma. The codex also includes a copy of  J�mi� u��l 

al-hay
a ( J�mi� al-mab�d� wa-l-gh�y�t) of  Ni��m al-D�n al-N�s�b�r� 
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(ff. 138a–334b), written by a different hand and completed at the 
end of  Dhu l-Qa�da 918/February 1513 (cat. 1886, p. 57; cat. 1986, 
vol. 1, p. 442; cf. also Naw�dir, vol. 1, p. 165; Mukht�r�t, p. 143).

Köprülü 1612/5, ff. 241–373, 24.5 × 14 cm, 27 lines to a page, copied 
in 691/1291–92 by �Abd al-�Aziz b. Ibr�h�m b. al-Kh�m� al-M�rid�n� 
in Baghdad for his own use (li-nafsih� ) (cf. colophon f. 272a:23–26); 
the title page (f. 241a) has: Kit�b al-mulaqqab bi-l-Jad�d li-l-Shaykh al-ajall 

al-��lim al-k�mil �Izz al-Dawla Ibn Kamm�na . . . bal aslama qabla mawtih� 
wa-�annafa Kit�b If��m al-yah�d bayyana f�hi fa��
i�ahum wa-kidhbahum wa-

muk�baratahum f� l-�aqq wa-iftir�
ahum �al� ll�h . . . (for facsimiles of  the 
titlepage and the colophon, see ed. 	am�d Mar��d al-Kab�s�, pp. 130, 
137) (cat. 1986, vol. 2, p. 361).
[Micro�lm copy: Ma�had 72 (cat. vol. 1, p. 206), Ma�had 315 (cat. 
vol. 1, p. 231)].

Majlis 1938, 408 pp., 13 × 25 cm, 17 lines to a page; copied in 11th/
17th or 12th/18th century (cat. vol. 5, pp. 439–44).

Majlis 1939, 217 pp., 26 × 17.5 cm, 21 lines to a page; incomplete 
in the end; copied in 7th/13th century. On the title page there are 
two indications as to title and author: Kit�b al-K�shif  min ta
l�f�t Sa�d b. 

Man��r b. Sa�d b. al-�asan b. �Abd All�h b. Kamm�na, and Kit�b f� l-�ikma 

ta
l�f  Ibn Kamm�na; author and title are mentioned again on f. 5b at 
the beginning of  a table of  contents of  the work: Kit�b f� l-�ikma ta�n�f  

al-shaykh al-f��il al-�All�ma Sa�d b. Man��r al-ma�r�f  bi-Ibn Kamm�na. At 
the beginning of  the text (f. 7b) the name of  the author is given as 
follows: q�la al-�abd al-faq�r il� ra�mat All�h Ta��l� Sa�d b. Man��r b. Sa�d 

b. al-�asan b. �Abd All�h b. Kamm�na, to which the eulogy ra�imah� ll�h 
is added by a different hand. Numerous statements of  ownership 
and reader’s colophons on f. 3a, among others by the renowned 
jurisprudent and philosopher of  the Safavid period, Mu�ammad 
B�qir Sabzaw�r� (d. 1090/1679)7 (cat. vol. 5, pp. 444–45).

Mishk�t 248, 290 pp., 20.5 × 16 cm, 13 lines to a page; copied by M�rz� 
Yad All�h Na�ar P�k Kaj�r� and completed on 3 Rab�� II 1351/6 
August 1932. On f. 1b the title of  the work is indicated as Falsafa-yi 
Ibn Kamm�na (cat. 1976, p. 14; cat. 1951–85, vol. 3 i, pp. 265–66; cf. 
also Dhar��a, vol. 16, p. 305 no. 1350).
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Studies

Christine Fink: Ibn Kammuna über die Grundbegriffe der Philosophie. Analyse 

eines Kapitels aus seinem Werk ‘Das Neue in der Philosophie’. MA thesis, 
Frankfurt/Main 1997.

Y. Tzvi Langermann: “Ibn Kamm�na and the ‘New Wisdom’ of  the 
Thirteenth Century.” Arabic Sciences and Philosophy 15 (2005), pp. 277–
327.

1.3.2. al-Ma	�lib al-muhimma min �ilm al-�ikma

A short work on philosophy consisting of  seven fu��l with seven ab��th 
respectively. Completed in Sha�b�n 657/July–August 1259.

(Dhar��a, vol. 21, p. 141 no. 4327)

Beginning (ed. M�saw�, p. 66:3–11):—

 �%& s�u�� [#JB\� �]-& ��/C� .D/|�� �.ð� �f� �g *� + *i� D$#/
� [u â �Õ�
 DC� 3l�� '?� @
�ZC ���R) #� DC FG ; h#/�#z ��C r�Z" #�� >�5BO� Y
#Q$� �� k-$�
 �NQZ$� ; #5�V� � u#RJj��� q#«v� �� >"#¯ *� FG� ��2�� '?� ��ð ���a #� P0¯
 >5-$� Y
#Q$� � b��Ø� .9
jÝ� ; 9#ÞZ
� U�� 9
j#�$�� 9#?#.$� �C Y�Q" #� FG �'� #$ h#2u�
 >/.V� *� #:�� 3R& 32 35�V¡� !'R& >/.V� *� �bJt(u� �P#Z/$ �Ø� >�C#Q$ >5BO� k�� ��
 U'B�
  ��Ra ; H/�
�� k�/
�  Y�Q
 3�/
�  [#«� U#�C  !'R�
�  
2G *� h#���� ��#��

. . . 
�
��
� �]? *� '?� �%& '? #�� [#JB\� �]? ; #� 3�Ra *� 
�#R.
� @�A h#4
¿

End (ed. M�saw�, p. 86:29–33):—

 �]? 
�
�(�  .���� {�� 3z �#/
�  ��  U�  '?� E#�
�  ��R" �('W�C�  ���$�  ��i �tª  ��&
 ~#Zª �%)'�
� ���� [#JB\� b�5�j �l� .���( �� �{2 ; P�z� � #� �z'
� �]? *� ['�Q$�
 D��
$� ��V� *� 9{R
�� D��Ý� �� �'�´� u�� ; #Z�/«� �C #Z
 E#/( + k�¢ �U#����

.��
?#Q
� �f� �g

7 On him, see �gh� Buzurg: �abaq�t, vol. 5, pp. 71–72; Corbin: La philosophie iranienne, 
pp. 227–33.
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Edition

Ed. Sayyid 	usayn Sayyid M�saw� in Kheradn�me-ye �adr� 8 xxxii 
(T�best�n 1382/ Rajab 1425/ September 2003), pp. 64–86.
[Edition prepared on the basis of  �st�n-i Quds 901].

Manuscripts

Adana 177/3 [= 181/2], ff. 226a–239a, 18.5 × 13.5 cm, 23 lines to a 
page, copied by Ja�far al-Astar�b�d� in Dhu l-Qa�da 707/April–May 
1308 (cf. Mukht�r�t, p. 144; cat. vol. 1, p. 87 no. 308).

�st�n-i Quds 901, ff. 1b–12b, 25 × 18 cm, 21 lines to a page. At the end 
of  the manuscript (f. 15a), there is the following statement:

 >T'52 �m + >.? �m ��O� �m �/� ��½� 	8 ¬�$� N��� Ò�V¡
� Ã�ZR( [#JB\� �]?
.� + 
�ê ���� s#�� h�
jf >%�#�v� Y?]� *� u#i @A�

(cat. 1926–85, vol. 4, p. 245; cat. 1990, p. 527).
[Copies: D�nishg�h micro�lm 1519 (cat. 1969–84, vol. 1, pp. 382–
83); D�nishg�h photography 6453/4 (cat. 1969–84, vol. 3, p. 255); 
�st�n-i Quds micro�lm 2189].

Gharawiyya 717/2, written during the lifetime of  Ibn Kamm�na 
(eulogy following his name: ad�ma All�h ayy�mah�) (cat. 1971, pp. 64–
65 no. 125).

Mu�ammad al-Sam�w�, autograph completed in Sha�b�n 657/July–
August 1259 (cf. Dhar��a, vol. 21, p. 141 no. 4327). The current 
whereabouts of  the manuscript is unclear.

Private Collection of  Majd al-D�n al-Nu�ayr�, dated 1080/1669–70 (cf. 
Dhar��a, vol. 21, p. 141 no. 4327). The current whereabouts of  the 
collection could not be veri�ed.

St. Petersburg RNL II Firk. Yevr.-Arab. II 73, 2 ff.; written in Hebrew 
characters; 15 lines to a page; containing the following fragments of  
the treatise: f. 1 (= ed. M�saw�, pp. 84:29–85:15), f. 2 (= 84:9–29).
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1.3.3. Taqr�b al-ma�ajja wa-tahdh�b al-�ujja (Talkh�� al-�ul�m al-�ikmiyya / 

Talkh�� al-�ikma)

A short treatise on philosophy, completed during the �rst part of  Dhu 
l-	ijja 657/November 1259.

(Dhar��a, vol. 26, p. 225 no. 1133)

Introduction:—

 �m + >.? �m ��O� �m �/� �m u'R�� �m �/� ��½� 	8 #Zo�V6� º��V�� º�'� !#l
 �� �%&  s»Jl�  q#«v�  �� �'R�
�  >"#�
�  ; c�o�(  �]? :�#5�
�  �C'i + ³�� >T'52
 9�#�¡
� �� 9#ÞZ
�� >"�C�� 9�#/�
� q'�
� HI.
#= �Z8 s#5-$� �� '? #� *� >�5BO� �'�/
�
 k�/
� D���� ~#5BO�� D/|� k:��� + s�'�i ~#%tT�� ���� r|� #� *� D='Z$� >"�
j��
 �C#��2á ; �#:Jn�� £#5nv� �]? �
̈}� 3l#� 32 *� Y« @A� �#/&�� �(#�i� E#/( â�
 Y"]:(� >Þ�� Y"
��C � b�T'Z8� ��ë$� �8 h{�& k-�"�R( ; h���{J� U#2 '
� Û')�� h{Ê

. . . >=#�v� '?� u'R( ��� k�/
� :!'l�& >ÞO�

End:—

 s�'Q$� ; P�
2G #� 3��(� Pu�Æ�� P���'& *� r�=� �� @A� »�æ� �]? �C b�5�j�
 �C#�8 �� Ç��ë"� �#6

�� ��-�� Ç�&̈'" U� ; £à� ��
�� !��� + ��� ��
�� � �Jt1(
 ��,u� �Z̈� �#./
� �� h#O#i 3Ê� ��f �� #:C ��� ¬
� �C�� 9�#/�µ Çlq
�� �#/$� �'" ;

.E#/( + ~#6 U�

Author’s colophon (Shab�b�: Ibn al-Fuwa	�, vol. 2, p. 124 quoting 
apparently from the autograph in the Gharawiyya library):—

 >,u E� 0��
� ��
ë� �.�2 657 >ZV� >ÞO� @G �� !��� k��
� ; �è�� �� é�
�
� rl�
 + ��&� >T'52 �m + >.? �m ��O� �m �/� �m u'R�� �m �/� �T�
�ê� P'�8� E#/( +

.k"
2 ��'n �T� ��4�
� *� �T#��� ��8#Q
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Manuscripts

Ayasofya 2446/4, ff. 293b–308a, 12.5 × 18 cm; copy completed be-
tween 28–30 Jum�d� I 727/21–23 April 1327 (cf. colophon f. 308a). 
The entire codex apparently consists of  what were originally two 
different codices; ff. 1–176 (al-Jad�d f� l-�ikma, see above, Section 1.3.1) 
is written on light, white-yellow paper, by one hand in black ink only, 
with 21 lines to a page. Ff. 177–315 is written by (at least) one different 
hand, on slightly reddish paper, with black ink and red ink for chapter 
headings, with 13 lines to a page (cat. p. 363).

Ayasofya 2447/2, ff. 77b–87a, 24.3 × 14 cm, 17 lines to a page; copied 
at the end of  the 9th/15th century (cf. Ritter II, p. 58).

Esad Efendi 1933/2, ff. 49b–55a, 16.3 × 25.2 cm, 19 lines to a page; 
copied towards the end of  the 10th/16th century (cf. Ritter II, p. 61; 
Mukht�r�t, p. 142).
[Copies: AUB micro�lm 15/2 (cat. 1985, p. 493); D�nishg�h micro-
�lm 535 (cat. 1969–84, vol. 1, p. 496); M�nuw� photograph 294 (cat. 
p. 138)].

Gharawiyya; contained in an autograph majm��a, completed in 675/
1276–77 (cf. Dhar��a, vol. 26, p. 225 no. 1133; Shab�b�: Ibn al-Fuwa	�, 
vol. 2, p. 124).

Istanbul University al-qism al-�arab� 1458, ff. 192b–194b; 12th/18th 
century (cf. Naw�dir, vol. 1, p. 164).

Edition

Chapter Three, Text Three

1.3.4. Kalim�t waj�za mushtamila �al� nukat la	�fa f� l-�ilm wa-l-�amal 

(al-Lum�a al-juwayniyya f� l-�ikma al-�ilmiyya wa-l-�amaliyya / Ris�la f� l-�ilm 

wa-l-�amal)

The work was written following the order of  a certain Shams al-D�n 
Mu�ammad al-Mu�m�n al-Qazw�n�, and is dedicated to Bah�� al-D�n 
Mu�ammad, one of  the sons of  ���ib al-d�w�n al-Juwayn�. The autograph 
of  the manuscript in the Gharawiyya is dated 679/1280–81, but the 
work itself  must have been completed before Sha�b�n 678/December 
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1279, when Bah�� al-D�n died. The work consists of  two portions ( jumla) 
on �ilm and �amal, each containing two b�bs, and each b�b consisting of  
five chapters ( fu��l).

(Dhar��a, vol. 18, p. 351 no. 438; GAL, vol. 1, p. 555; GALS, vol. 1, p. 769, vol. 
3, p. 1232)

Beginning:—

 >T'52 �m + >.? �m ��O� �m �/� �m u'R�� �m �/� E#/( + >,u E� 0��
� �./
� !#l
 ���"#Z8� P�'n �� �&e�� ���"��? u'ZC �6e�� �, + �,� :P�
j�� P#�T� ; �Z8 + #�8
 �'�´�� �C#�8 �� U#��� Yn'" h#�%&'( � Y:" U� ����?�� !#52� �{z s'/ZC ��
� 3�'(��
 ���"
m �� >"�'
�� 9'.Z
� ��
̈2 �� *�� �JB�{� �� D���̈�
�  *� S̈R" U�� ����̈n ;
 £u#.
�  H��̈$� 34#�
�  �#/
�  0WB\� u�R
� 3i� �%) �TL& ��/C� .�(e�� �g *� h#i'Rj
 ���p� + ���� Ç"�	�
� ��ë$� �g �$� �5�/� D5��$�� �{�v� 
� ��½�� ��½� ¦È
 h#��6 �/� YMR" U� P�R�� E� P�'8 >Cu#�� �Z8 Ç� ¦5�
� �����C E� ����
�� ��ë� ���C�
 Ã�V�
� Y)#i k�8�� Y)#R
� k�/$� E'$� >T�	j k�
m U'B�
 s#���/
� ; �{2 ��
 ; ~�uq'
� �� D5��$�� �{�v� ~#:C ��½�� NO� ¦È 3�#B\� ÃRZ$� !�#/
� �#/
� k��
��
 �g �U#�)v� 
-�� �U#�8�� 
o�� [
�
�� �x
� u'�V�� F#5$� U�'"� Y)#i D$#/
�
 �P
�� D�&#Z$� ; ]�T�� P»T + 	̈8� Ç"'�� �g ��½�� ��½� ~#:C ��/�
� Y)#i �m
 #:C r�JK" �35/
�� k�/
� ; >��Q
 �B­ *� �5�V¡� �� *� 9Öz'
� s#5�B\� P]? �.JB&
 ��~#��V�� �G� k?�/��� #:C ��»W��� �G� k?�6
§ �[��Ý�� kBO� s#5̈-$ [{̈Q
� >�#5n

.N%&'�
� Y?�� *� U{B�
�� #:Wn'� �'�Ê� #?u'ZC

 �/C S̈/
� .!'R& >�Ú *� [� 32� DC� *� #:�� �| 32 35�V¡� D��| *� #:�.̈(u �l�
 3-�� U� E#/( + �� !���� �#?
B���� �� kM�"� #?Á��V�� �� k-�" h#�° #-)°� �]?
 º�/�� U�� >%l#.
� u�½� E� >�T#�
� u�½� P]? �8 h#/�| #ZC'�l �»" U�� NO� N"
= #Z���
 �â �� ����  H��� �& �'Ä(  # Ä� Ä�� ����� u�#�
�� FG �� �T� �D��B�$� �� #Z�/« � U�� ���u�½� ;

.� bY��T b� �� ��Ä
�� Ä� b��� Ä�2 Ä'Ä( �� �� Ä� Ä8

End:—

 �{2 �� ¶���" P�2�� 9à#O� !#O� ��Jl� #� kB) *� ���'�
� �� P
2G� U� �"�u #� �]-&
 9012 >."
ê �)#W� �%&� �@
=#´ ÓZV� �� @
B�C ��2u�� @A� '? u�
� 3̈l�� #·� ����( ��
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 �Q�t
 �
j� rT�'�� >/
#Q$� !'=� >C#JB\� 9�2 �� rZ
 ».
� ; @u#ã Ã/4 �'
� �r�Z
�
 
2G P]? �� ®
�
�  #·�  ��#�

�  P]? 0¯ ; #:(
2G >�%l�  D?�
m� 3�#�� 9�p	m  �{B\�
 >�#�.
� �̈l� 0R��
� �e/� º�� >"#�2 ���( �� Y�2 ;� �0¯ � !#58��� ��#�/
� s#5:�
 #Z5R/"� �35/
�� k�/
� w{iv h#/�| #��&'" U�� �>%&#/
�� '�/
� E#/( + !���� �k�/
� ��
 �T�  �DÞ:�.$�  �� �C��  u�� ; ��#4
m� �DÞ:�Z$�  �� �.V�
  #Z�/« U�� �3�	
��  ¾"	
�  ��

.k%)u ��Üu k"
2 Ã�Q


 h#i'Rj� DR�æ� ��#�
��� D��
$� ��#%tT�� DC
�$� �JB�{� *� �({i� D$#/
� [u â �Õ��
.0´� kJj�� .��
?#Q
� �f� �g *�

Manuscripts

�st�n-i Quds 855, 26 × 18 cm, 19 lines to a page (cat. 1926–85, vol. 4, 
p. 231 no. 965; cat. 1990, p. 484).
[Copies: D�nishg�h micro�lm 1521 (cat. 1969–84, vol. 1, p. 373); 
D�nishg�h photograph 6454/5].

Fâtih 3141/5, ff. 266a–286b, 8 × 16.5 cm, 25 lines to a page; copied 
by Ma�m�d b. al-Shar�f  al-Kirm�n� in the Madrasa �Im�diyya in 
Nu�ayb�n between 27–29 Rab�� II 696/21–23 February 1297 (see 
colophon f. 286b) (cf. Naw�dir, vol. 1, p. 164; Mukht�r�t, p. 143).

Gharawiyya 686/2, autograph, completed between 21–30 Dhu l-Qa�da 
679/14–23 March 1281 (cat. 1959, p. 23 no. 3; cat. 1971, p. 54 
no. 94).

Majlis 593/1, pp. 3–40, 24.5 × 15.5 cm, 19 lines to a page, copied in 
�afar 1060/February 1650 from the codex written by Qu�b al-D�n al-
Sh�r�z� (= Mar�ash� 12868) (cf. colophon p. 40)] (cat. 2/350: “Ris�la 

dar �aqliyy�t”).
[Copy: D�nishg�h micro�lm 2320 (cat. 1969–84, vol. 1, p. 673)].

Mar�ash� 12868, ff. 40a–59b, 13.5 × 5 cm, 29/30 lines to a page, copied 
by the hand of  Qu�b al-D�n al-Sh�r�z� in Konya in 685/1286 (cat. 
vol. 32, pp. 639–40)

Mishk�t 861/16, ff. 137b–151b, 22 lines to a page; copy completed on 
21 Mu�arram 1284/26 May 1867 by Mu�ammad b. 	usayn al-	�jj 
	�jj� N�d �Al� (cat. 1976, p. 51; cat. 1951–85, vol. 3 i, p. 335).
[Copy: D�nishg�h micro�lm 6783].
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Edition

Chapter Three, Text One

Commentaries

Ibn Kamm�na says in the introduction to the work that he intended to 
write a commentary (shar�) on it later on. There is no indication that 
this was ever realized.

Ibn Ab� Jumh�r al-A�s��� (d. after 906/1501) wrote a work entitled al-

Durra al-mustakhraja min al-Lum�a f� l-�ikma, which is lost. �gh� Buzurg 
suggests that this was perhaps a commentary on the treatise by 
Ibn Kamm�na (Dhar��a, vol. 8, p. 89 no. 323; Schmidtke: Theologie, 

Philosophie und Mystik, p. 274 no. 22).

1.3.5. Ithb�t al-mabda
 wa-�if�tih� wa-l-�amal al-muqarrib il� ll�h (ilayhi) 

(Ris�la f� l-�ikma)

A brief  philosophical treatise which is arranged in a similar fashion to 
Kalim�t waj�za (see above, Section 1.3.4). The identical wording in many 
sections suggests that this treatise is a concise version of  Kalim�t waj�za, 
which was written either shortly before or after the latter work. �gh� 
Buzurg mentions a work by Ibn Kamm�na with a similar title (Ris�la f� 
ithb�t al-w�jib wa-ithb�t m� yajibu ithb�tuh� li-l-w�jib wa-ithb�t al-taw��d wa-

annah� l� sh�rik lah�; cf. Dhar��a, vol. 11, pp. 11–12 no. 51) which might be 
identical with Ithb�t al-mabda
. He mentions that there is a manuscript of  
this tract in the Majlis Library as indicated in the catalogue of  this library; 
we were unable to �nd any hint of  such a treatise in the catalogue.—In 
the only manuscript available to us (Raw
�t�) there is no introduction 
by the author. The same apparently applies to the manuscript that was 
part of  the Mahd� Bay�n� collection.

Beginning:—

 P#�T� ; �Z8 + ³�8 >T'52 �m + >.? [�m] ��O� �m �/� �m u'R�� �m �/� . . . !#l
 35/
� >��5/
� #:('l >:n �� �� k�/
� >"
�Z
� #:('l >-n �� #�� '? U#��v� ¦�T !#52 :P
jf�

. . . D('�
� D(#? !#52 E� rn
§ #:./¡� 9�2� #-&{Jj� *� !#58��� �'�/
� 32�
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End:—

 �g ���  0  *� + *i� s#.ê

� ³I:���� . . . ��
 �'� @'
'$� ����5�� h{1�� �.�2 #� �]-&
.h#5���� k��� �f�

Manuscripts

Mahd� Bay�n�; the current whereabouts of  the majm��a in which the 
tract appears as treatise no. 9 is not known (cat. 1969, pp. 692–93).

Raw
�t�, ff. 1b–9b, 18 lines to a page; copied by Abu l-	asan b. Khal�l 
All�h M�saw�; undated.
[Micro�lm copy: D�nishg�h micro�lm 2712/1 (cat. 1969–84, vol. 1, 
p. 722)].

Edition

Chapter Three, Text Two

1.3.6. Kit�b f� l-kal�m wa-l-falsafa

Manuscripts

Gharawiyya 717/1 (cat. 1971, p. 64 no. 125: kit�b �agh�r na�unnu annah� 
min mu
allaf�t Ibn Kamm�na). The codex further contains a copy of  
Ibn Kamm�na’s al-Ma	�lib al-muhimma which was copied during his 
lifetime (see above, Section 1.3.2).

1.3.7. Ris�la f� l-kal�m

A treatise on theology, arranged in chapters (abw�b), the fifth b�b being 
entitled f� mudabbir al-��lam al-w�jib al-wuj�d li-dh�tih� wa-nu��t jal�lih�. 
Completed between 21–30 Dhu l-Qa�da 679/14–23 March 1281.

(Dhar��a, vol. 18, pp. 109–10 no. 903)
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Manuscripts

Gharawiyya; autograph (cat. 1959, p. 24 no. 9).

1.3.8. Maq�la f� l-ta�d�q bi-anna nafs al-ins�n b�qiya abadan (Maq�la f� ithb�t 
abadiyyat nafs al-ins�n bi-	ar�q burh�n� / Maq�la f� ithb�t abadiyyat al-nafs / 

Ris�la f� baq�
 al-nafs wa-abadiyyatih� / Ris�la f� abadiyyat al-nafs / Ris�la 

[Maq�la] f� azaliyyat al-nafs wa-baq�
ih�)

The work consists of  ten chapters ( fu��l): 1: f� qawl al-sh�ri� li-ma�n� ism 

al-nafs; 2: f� ithb�t wuj�d nafs al-ins�n; 3: f� l-w�jib wa-l-mumkin wa-inqis�m 

al-mawj�d ilayhim�; 4: f� anna w�jib al-wuj�d l� yu�damu abadan; 5: f� anna nafs 

al-ins�n qad�ma; 6: f� anna li-kull mumkin qad�m �illa qad�ma; 7: f� anna �adam 

al-ma�l�l l� yanfakku �an �adam �illatih�; 8: f� anna jam�� al-mumkin�t tantah� f� 
silsilat al-��ja il� w�jib al-wuj�d li-dh�tih�; 9: f� tart�b h�dhih� l-muqaddam�t 
ma�a muqaddam�t ukhar bad�hiyya li-yuntaja anna nafs al-ins�n l� yu�damu 

abadan; 10: f� dhikr m� waqaftu �alayhi min �ujaj al-q�
il�n bi-abadiyyat al-nafs 

al-ins�niyya li-yatabayyana anna m� salaktuh� f� h�dhih� l-maq�la li-ithb�t h�dh� 
l-ma	l�b huwa af�al min tilka l-�ujaj.—Ibn Kamm�na refers presumably to 
this treatise or to the treatise described below in Section 1.3.10 in his al-

Ma	�lib al-muhimma (completed in Sha�b�n 657/July–August 1259) when 
he states at the end of  his proof  for the eternity of  the soul ( f� abadiyyat 

al-nafs): wa-qad afradtu lah� maq�la dhakartu f�h� m� yumkinu �r�duh� �alayhi 

wa-�al� muqaddam�tih� f� l-i�tir���t wa-bayyantu wajh al-jaw�b �anh� �al� gh�yat 

al-���� (see ed. M�saw�, p. 85:3–4). Sha�b�n 657/July–August 1259 is 
therefore presumably the terminus ante quem for his Maq�la f� l-ta�d�q bi-

anna nafs al-ins�n b�qiya abadan.

(Dhar��a, vol. 11, p. 131 no. 815)

Introduction (ed. Barkhw�h, p. 74:3–7):—

 P�,� .���?#� u'R( U�� ��"
m u#B&� ��l�� ��/Zi Y�#� ��5B� ��QT @A� â �Õ�
 u�'T� �� #Z��� ±%�" U� ����� ��}¿� �2'��� N"
= 
üï& �(0RC D/C D��
� »C� �� �,
 '? �#�$� P]? �Z5��" @A� U�#& .��,u� P�'n >/�� �Z̈� ���n ; �'�è�� �C #��&'" #� ��"��?
 k�"� ��
� ��.V� `� �
8� �� @
B�C ��2u�� #� '? `#?
m N"
QC U#��v� ¦�T >"�C� s#.ª�

. . . ¦�Z
� k�� Ô/$ wu#¡
� !'l ; !��� 3R�
� .!'R& 9�� ��
�#�C #:�� ®
�
�
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End (ed. Barkhw�h, p. 124:10–17):—

 U� U#�C E� 
�J�" #-�2� #?0¯ *� Ãl� �� ['�Q$� �]? *� 9u'-¡$� �}O� © P]-& ...
 P
�T !#z� �� FG �
/T .>�T#?
m �B� � ��� #:(#���$ 
�
�( �"	� E�� #:��� rZ�
 ¦�Z
� ��
 Ã�" U� ��u� ��� .N%�M�
� �Z8 #:%& w��" � #� ±l'T �� #-�/C ®u'8 �l� NQZ$� Y�2 ;
 *� �
�� ����T� ��A� D5�B�$� Y�2 ; 
�Z
� ���/& s#�l#Z$�� #:��� ¬
� s#4u#/$� *�
 U#2 ��� .#5?0 �̄ @q�

� Y�Q´� ��½� 
� �#�v� Y�2� ��	�
� �#�v� Y�2 3Ï� >��{�
�
 s#.ªv ��8e � #� U� k�� �'-
� N"
= ��� �� #4

� D/C NO� E� 
�T� N%�M�
� 3?� ��
 �� D��
� �%�" � �(#.ª� *� �}O� �� ��%B) #� r�| U�� >�T#?ù
� >��l�� �� ['�Q$� �]?
 *� �(�'�i� D$#/
� [u â �Õ�� �#�$� P]? ; �{B\� >5(#  �]?� .s
2G #52 
�
�( 9�p	m

.��
?#Q
� �f� HI.Z
� �g �(#�e¼ 3�&� *� h#i'Rj D��
$�� ~#%tT�� �� ���l 3?�

Edition

Ins�yah Barkhw�h: Ta����-i Ris�la-yi Azaliyyat al-nafs wa-baq�
ih� ta
l�f-i Ibn 

Kamm�na. MA thesis: Madrasa-yi Murta
� Mu�ahhar� (Sipahs�l�r), 
1379/2000, pp. 72–124.

[Edited on the basis of  Majlis 3814/1].

Manuscripts

Majlis 3814/1, pp. 1–96, 17.5× 11 cm, 17 lines to a page, copied before 
Rab�� I 1067/December 1656–January 1657 (cat. vol. 10 iv, pp. 
1832–33).

St. Petersburg II Firk. Yevr.-Arab. I 1416, 49 ff., 14 × 18 cm, consisting 
of  one quire of  nine leaves (ff. 1–9 with one leaf  [f. 8 of  the original 
ten-leaves quire] missing) and four quires of  ten leaves (ff. 10–19, 20–
29, 30–39, 40–49); incomplete at the beginning (f. 1a = ed. Barkhw�h, 
p. 80:23 [munqasiman]); on the upper left margin of  f. 1a is indicated: 
th�n� (cat. 1987, p. 26 no. 64).
[Micro�lm copy: IMHM no. 55205].
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1.3.9. Maq�la f� anna l-nafs laysat bi-miz�j al-badan wa-l� k�
ina �an miz�j 
al-badan

Ibn Kamm�na refers to this treatise in his Maq�la f� l-ta�d�q bi-anna nafs 

al-ins�n b�qiya abadan (see above, Section 1.3.8) (ed. Barkhw�h, p. 91): al-

fa�l al-kh�mis f� anna nafs al-ins�n qad�ma. qad barhantu �al� h�dh� l-ma	lab f� 
l-maq�la allat� bayyantu f�h� anna l-nafs laysat bi-miz�j al-badan wa-l� k�
ina 

�an miz�j al-badan . . .; (ed. Barkhw�h, p. 94): . . . qad dhakartu f� l-maq�la allat� 
bayyantu f�h� anna l-nafs laysat bi-miz�j; (ed. Barkhw�h, p. 104): . . . f� l-maq�la 

allat� bayyantu f�h� anna l-nafs laysat bi-miz�j. He likewise refers to it in his 
Maq�la f� anna wuj�d al-nafs abad� wa-baq�
ah� sarmad� (see below, Section 
1.3.10). This suggests that this treatise predates the treatises described 
in Sections 1.3.8 and 1.3.10.—The treatise contains eleven chapters 
( fu��l) to which Ibn Kamm�na did not give any speci�c titles. The 
editor, Ins�yah Barkhw�h, coined the following titles for the chapters: 
1. f� annah� l� ��ja il� ta�awwur m�hiyyat al-nafs wa-l-miz�j wa-�aq�qatih�; 2. 
f� bay�n shar� ism al-nafs wa-ithb�t wuj�dih�; 3. f� bay�n al-miz�j �al� l-wajh al-

muttafaq �alayhi f�m� bayn al-�ukam�
 m� huwa; 4. f� bay�n mar�tib al-ashy�
; 5. 
f� anna �illat al-��dith al-zam�n� ��ditha zam�niyya; 6. f� anna l-�illa li-wuj�d al-

��dith al-zam�n� murakkaba min mawj�d d�
im al-wuj�d wa-man sabaqa ��dith 

�khar; 7. f� imtin�� �ud�r al-bas�	 �an al-�illa al-murakkaba; 8. f� bay�n anna l-nafs 

yasta��lu an tak�na murakkaba; 9. f� tart�b h�dhih� l-muqaddim�t li-yuntij anna 

l-nafs laysat bi-miz�j al-badan wa-l� k�
ina �an miz�j al-badan; 10. f� bay�n 

tashk�k�t al-mu��nid�n �al� muqaddim�t al-burh�n; 11. f� dhikr al-ajwiba �an tilka 

al-tashk�k�t. The only extant manuscript of  the text does not contain an 
introduction by the author.

(Dhar��a, vol. 21, p. 406 no. 5709)

Beginning (ed. Barkhw�h, p. 126:2–11):—

 . h{R& x8 ��� *� 35�V¡� U�.
� Ð�	� �8 >Z�#2 �� U�.
� Ð�	� ���
 ¦�Z
� U� ; �#��
 U�.
� Ð�	� �8 >Z�#2 �� U�.
� Ð�	� ���
 ¦�Z
� U� D." U� ��u� �$ �C � �T� k��� 3R&
 �z'
� *� Ð�	$� >�%�) U� `#1
�� �'? #� �¦�Z
� :#Z
'�C ��
$� U� :��
�� U#%tC ��Jt" U�
 U�.
� Ð�	� ���
 ¦�Z
� :#Z
'l U� FG E� Ð#�ì #·�� �'? #� ~#5BO� DC #5%& ���� N��$�
 �'B�� U�'Z8 u'R( �� �%& �C {& N"�R( 32� N"�R( U�.
� Ð�	� �8 >Z�#Bm ���
 ��
 32 UL& .~{�/
� r�| #:C k�/
� ; ye¡� ¬
� u'��� �� F]C k�/
�� �kBO�� �C �'B��� ����

schmidtke_F3_58-138.indd   102 7/18/2006   6:39:23 PM



 INVENTORY OF THE WRITINGS OF IBN KAMM�NA 103

 �� h#�'�/� �T�'Z8 U#2 �G� �� �C �� ���� kBO� rZ�5" �'�/� ¦�
 #� 32 U� 9u�Ñ
� k�/" ���
. . . [#��2á E� F]C �5�� ; 
�J�"

End (ed. Barkhw�h, p. 165:9–14):—

 �#RTv� ��G �%tZ( #:�� ®
�
� 3C �T#/$� r� #?
�
�( >5BO� �� ®
�
� ¦��& ���� . . .
 
�#�& >�:"�C U#?ù
� �]? s#���� �B§ � U�� ~#�V6�� N�#�) ; ���/" U� Y« #� >%��2 *�
 �Ã�  �]? .F]2 P#Z4
&� #h �T#?
m #:�� Y2
$� í#%�
� U'B� U� !#ç�V�� �>�V�) ���
 #:T�
 #� U'B� !��� 
����
� *�� .� �� >�:"�C U'B§ U� #�� U#?ù
� �]? s#���� U� 3i#O#&
 `#1
� 
����
� *�� �h�u�? U'B%& �ç�MR( ; ��
� >z#� � #� >C'n��� s��ë�
� �� �(
2G

.�#�$� P]? ; 3%l #� Dt�" � U� �	�"

Manuscripts

Gharawiyya 49  (cat. 1959, p. 27).
Majlis 3814/2, pp. 97–170, 17.5 × 11 cm, 17 lines to a page, copied in 

Rab�� I 1067/December 1656–January 1657 (cf. colophon p. 170) 
(cat. vol. 10 iv, pp. 1832–33).

Edition

Ins�yah Barkhw�h: Ta����-i Ris�la-yi Azaliyyat al-nafs wa-baq�
ih� ta
l�f-i Ibn 

Kamm�na. MA thesis: Madrasa-yi Murta
� Mu�ahhar� (Sipahs�l�r), 
1379/2000, pp. 125–65.
[Edited on the basis of  Majlis 3814/2].

1.3.10. Maq�la f� anna wuj�d al-nafs abad� wa-baq�
ah� sarmad� (Baq�
 
al-nafs / Maq�la f� azaliyyat al-nafs / Ris�la f� abadiyyat al-nafs wa-baq�
ih� 
wa-bas�	atih� / “Treatise on the Immortality of  the Soul”)

The introductory remarks by Ibn Kamm�na, as well as his concluding 
statement, include a nonspeci�c reference to an earlier writing in which 
he says he dealt with other issues relating to the soul, consisting of  
questions and answers. The description �ts his Maq�la f� anna l-nafs laysat 

bi-miz�j al-badan wa-l� k�
ina �an miz�j al-badan (see above, Section 1.3.9).
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(Dhar��a, vol. 11, p. 131 no. 713 where Ibn Kamm�na is not mentioned as 
author; GALS, vol. 1, p. 769; Steinschneider: Arabische Literatur, p. 239 no. 3)

Introduction (ed. Barkhw�h, pp. 167:2–168:3):—

 º������ '
� r�Q�V�� � ¬
� �5/T� ~#�2� #?»)� #?�̈� �8 	}/T ¬
� �Z�� ��� â �Õ�
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End (ed. Barkhw�h, p. 178:13–17):—

 '?�  >���T  Y��
ê�  >�"° �#��  *�  �'QT�  �l  ¦�Z
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2G ��& >C'n���
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Scribe’s colophon with author’s colophon (Landberg 510/5, f. 70b; also 
quoted in Nemoy: The Arabic Treatise on the Immortality of  the Soul, p. 6): —

 �'���� >T'52 �m� D"�':�
� ~#5BO� 9��l ���$� k%BO�� k�/$� Ò�V¡
� Ã�ZR( �� �#�

� P]?
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Manuscripts

�kh�nd 1187/66, ff. 286a–290a [pp. 533–41] (cat. pp. 1479–80).
Gharawiyya (cf. Dhar��a, vol. 11, p. 131 no. 713).
Landberg 510/5, ff. 58–70, copied shortly after 680/1282 from the 

autograph (cat. p. 147 no. 1383). The second part of  the majm��a of  
which this treatise is part was copied by the order of  the circle around 
Rash�d al-D�n; see Baneth: “Ibn Kammuna,” p. 308 n. 1; see also the 
description in Nemoy: The Arabic Treatise on the Immortality of  the Soul, 
pp. 1–6.

Majlis 1837/6, pp. 127–42 [ff. 69–77], 24.5 × 19.5 cm, 17 lines to a 
page; copied in Isfahan in 1056/1646–47 (cat. vol. 5, p. 287; vol. 9 
ii, pp. 502–9).

Mar�ash� 11619/1, ff. 1–7, 6 × 15 cm, 22 lines to a page, copied by 
Mu�ammad Na��r b. 	asan Bul�nak�b� (?) J�l�n� in 12th/18th 
century (cat. vol. 29, p. 363).

Rag�p Pa
a 1461, ff. 278a–281b, 12.8 × 18 cm, 21 lines to a page (cf. 
Mukht�r�t, p. 142).

�adr al-D�n Ma�all�t� 17/5, ff. 39b–44b, 9.5 × 16.8 cm, copied in 1056/
1646–47 [the manuscript was given to the Kh�nq�h-i A�madiyya 
Library in Shiraz, the current shelfmark being no. 695] (cat. p. 273).

Editions

Leon Nemoy: The Arabic Treatise on the Immortality of  the Soul by Sa�d ibn 

Man��r ibn Kamm�na (XIII Century). Facsimile Reproduction of  the Only 

Known Manuscript (Cod. Landberg 510, fol. 58–70) in the Yale University 

Library. With a Bibliographical Note. New Haven 1944. [Online available: 
www.muslimphilosophy.com/ip/kumnah.pdf ].

Leon Nemoy: “Ibn Kammunah’s Treatise on the Immortality of  the 
Soul.” Ha-Rofe ha-�Ivri. The Hebrew Medical Journal 1 (1962), pp. 239–
213. [Edition on the basis of  Landberg 510 and translation into 
English].

Ins�yah Barkhw�h: Ta����-i Ris�la-yi Azaliyyat al-nafs wa-baq�
ih� ta
l�f-i Ibn 

Kamm�na. MA thesis: Madrasa-yi Murta
� Mu�ahhar� (Sipahs�l�r), 
1379/2000, pp. 166–78.
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[Edited on the basis of  Majlis 1837/6 and �adr al-D�n Ma�all�t� 
17/5].

Translations

Leon Nemoy: “Ibn Kamm�na’s Treatise on the Immortality of  the 
Soul.” In Ignace Goldziher Memorial Volume. Eds. S. Löwinger, A. Scheiber 
& J. Somogyi. Jerusalem 1958, vol 2, pp. 83–99. [Translation into 
English].

Leon Nemoy: “Ibn Kammunah’s Treatise on the Immortality of  the 
Soul.” Ha-Rofe ha-�Ivri. The Hebrew Medical Journal 1 (1962), pp. 239–
213. [Edition on the basis of  Landberg 510 and translation into 
English].

Leon Nemoy: “Ibn Kammunah u-masato �al hisha�arut ha-nefesh.” Ha-

Rofe ha-�Ivri. The Hebrew Medical Journal 1 (1962), pp. 131–36. [Hebrew 
version of  the English introduction to his edition and of  the English 
translation in the same issue of  the journal, pp. 239–213].

Studies

Ignaz Goldziher: “Sa�d b. Man��r ibn Kamm�na’s Abhandlung über 
die Unvergänglichkeit der Seele.” In Festschrift zum achtzigsten Geburtstage 

Moritz Steinschneider’s. Leipzig 1896, pp. 110–14.

1.4. Comparative Writings

1.4.1. Maq�la f� tanq�� al-ab��th li-l-milal al-thal�th (Ris�lat Tanq�� 

al-ab��th li-l-milal al-thal�th)

An overview of  the polemical arguments for and against Judaism, 
Christianity and Islam. It consists of  four chapters on prophecy in 
general (ch. 1), Judaism (ch. 2), Christianity (ch. 3), and Islam (ch. 4). The 
work was written following some discussion (muf�wa��t) and completed 
in Jum�d� II 679/September–October 1280.
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(Dhar��a, vol. 4, p. 460 no. 2054; GALS, vol. 1, pp. 768–69; GCAL, vol. 2, 
pp. 270–71; Kashf  al-�un�n, vol. 2, p. 433 no. 3672; Steinschneider: Arabische 

Literatur, p. 240 no. 8; Steinschneider: Polemische und apologetische Literatur, pp. 
37–41 no. 19, cf. also ibid. p. 326; Wolff: Bibliotheca Hebraea, vol. 3, p. 643 no. 
1337b; Kochius: “Observatio nova,” § viii [= p. 144]; d’Herbelot: Bibliothèque 

orientale, p. 851)

Introduction (ed. Perlmann, p. 1):—

 ��u� ��#�.T� U#�
 *� �
-À� #�� ÔV�O� ��#5��C ��
� 3�'(�� ��?� �6u� #� *� + �,�
 9�#/�
�  3?� �� �C�� u�� ; Ç�/« U�� E���� 9
jÝ� ; Ç��ë" U� �*/
�  �(#�i ��
 h#i'Rj� �u'
� �� >"�'
�� 9'.Z
� �RJj� �� *�� *��� ¥$� �� *� SR" U�� ³5�/
�
 ��Jl� s#4�#�� s
n �l �TL& ��/C� .³I:Z
� E�� �C#ð�� �f *�� ³�QR$� �'�u *�
 ��� �u#RZ
� ��� �':�
� �� Ç8� ��{1
� 3�5�� �#��� Ó%�Z( ; �#�$� P]? ��Ê U�
 *� P]? �� �� 3Bm c�¢ #� s
2G kª � h{ñ s�'.Z
� !�')� h��� #:%& s
2]& .D5��$�
 >�T�»Z
�  �$�  ©� #-Q���C  #:('�(�  >"�':�
�  �$�  ©� hº#�q #:��l�C  s���C#&  #:���q�  Y�(
§
 #?���/� !'i� 3�$� P]? �� 9���� 32 �8 �%B)� .>%�{�v� �$� ©� #:ª���C �5�j�
 .#:C ¹Ý� HI.Z
� 9'.T >ð *� #:C�u� ��� >"#B� FG �&�u�� #:�#R��V�� u]/�
 r"u#��
� �'�
 h�Ö�� #:%& u#�T�� rl�'� *� h#:.�� #:Z8 >C'n�� �� 
2G #�� #:��� �8#Q$� �� �z� #� s�u���
 FG �� ~ß ; 3l� �� .#:�� FA Ó�R" � #58 >C'n�� �( �� ���� !'/" U� Ó�R" #�
 �'R�
� #:�"#¯ E� �� 32 �)#W� su
l 3C �
j� *� �� Ó%ne
 �4
/( �� �'-
� r�
 U�� ³I:�Z$�� >5(#´� ��)� ��-
�� N%&'�
� !��� + ��� .#:C�'C� >/Cu� *� �#�$� �t(u�
 u�½� ; s#.ê

� ³I:��� ��
�� #�T½� ; k/Z
� �� �T� ³�(�� ��f �� 9
�q ; 9
jÝ� ; Ç�/«

.³�2� + HI.V�)� E��� ��)� #� *� u'B¡$� '?� �
j��

Perlmann does not mention the following introductory remarks that are 
to be found at the beginning of  three of  the extant manuscripts.

Berlin Ms. Or. Oct. 256/1, f. 1b:1–9:—

 ������  �����  ��	  
�������  �
  ���  ���
��  
��
��  ����  ���
 ��� ���� ����� ����� ���� �
��� ������ �� ������ ������
 �� ������� ����� 
������� 	
� ���� ��
�� 
�
������� 
���	���
 
��� ��
���� ���� ��� 
� 
���� 
� ��� 
� 
���� 
� ��� ������
 ��� ������ ������ 
� 
�� ��
�� ���� ��
� ��� ���� �	�� �����

������ ���� ���
 ��� ����� �� ����
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Mar�ash� 12868, f. 59b: 30; Majlis 593, p. 69:2:—

 �m + [�m] >.? ��O� �m �/� �m u'R�� �m �/�
 �{1
� 3�5�� �#��� Ó%�Z( �#�u
>T'52

End (ed. Perlmann, p. 108:4–8):—

 ; �{B\� >%��2 �&
8 �l� ��u#RZ
�� �':�
�  
§�'(  >ð u#B­LC  �� FG E� 3%t� � . . .
 �u� � �B\ �
j� �)#W� r4'$� �]? 35�ì� .#:Z8 Y%n�� 9012 �8#Q� �/= �l� .FG
 �>,

�� >5(#´� ��)� >5R/
�� >"��-
� !��� E#/( + ��� .�(
2G @A� u�l *� 9�p	
�
 *� �(�'�i� D$#/
� [u â �Õ�� .D��Ý� �� �C#�/
� ��	�#�
� �� �C�� 9�#/�µ Ç�/« U��

.DC
�$� ��#%tT�� ��#%�i�

Author’s colophon (Berlin Ms. Or. Oct 256/1, f. 136b:8–10):—

 ��
�� ������� 
����� ��� ��� 
� �
���� ����� �� ��� ����� ���
.������� ������

Given in ed. Perlmann (p. 110) in Arabic transcription:—

 >�
{?  >"
ä  >�#5�V��  D��Y��  r��  >ZV�  ��  9
jÝ�  ��#5n  ;  FG  Ã�ZR(  		
.�{�
��

Manuscripts

Berkeley Magnes Museum KC 24, pp. 1–118, 25 lines to a page, written 
in Hebrew characters in 1886.
[Micro�lm copy: IMHM no. 49250]

Berlin Ms. Or. Oct. 256/1, ff. 1–137, 12 × 16.5 cm, 16 lines to a page; 
written in Hebrew characters. The copy is undated; it has an undated 
reader’s colophon in Hebrew letters (f. 136b) by a certain ��
�� 
������� �
	�� ���� ��� ������� �
	��. Since Ms. Or. Oct. 256/2, 
containing Ibn Kamm�na’s treatise on the differences between 
Rabbanites and Karaites, is written by a different hand, the dated 
colophon (= 1341 C.E.) found at the end of  the second treatise of  the 
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codex gives no indication as to when the copy of  Tanq�� al-ab��th was 
completed (cat. 1878–97, vol. 1, pp. 74–76 no. 107; Steinschneider: 
Polemische und apologetische Literatur, p. 39).
[Micro�lm copy: IMHM no. 1986].

Biblioteca Angelica 15; copied by a Christian scribe, dated 755/1354 
(cat. pp. 64–66).

Bodleian MS Huntington 390 (Uri 361), 146 ff., written in Hebrew 
characters. The manuscript is undated but has an ownership statement 
dated 5202 = 1442 C.E. (cat. 1886, pp. 453–54 no. 1281; cat. 1787, 
p. 66; Steinschneider: Polemische und apologetische Literatur, pp. 38–39).
[Micro�lm copy: IMHM no. 22095].

Chester Beatty 4965, 94 ff., 18.8 × 13.4 cm, 13/14 lines to a page; 
undated. At the end there is a reading colophon written by the owner, 
Shih�b al-D�n A�mad b. Ab� l-Q�dir b. al-H�d� (?) (f. 94b:9–10) 
stating that he read the book to his Shaykh al-�All�ma Badr al-D�n b. 
al-�abb�kh al-Ash�ar� at the beginning of  965/1557. Incomplete in 
the beginning (f. 1:1 = ed. Perlmann, p. 1:11) (cat. vol. 6, p. 157).

Fâtih 3141/2, 8 × 16.5 cm, ff. 202–263; ff. 202–209 (= ed. Perlmann, pp. 
2:1–16:4), 211–263 (= 17:2–108:8, 111:9–11); copied in the Madrasa 
N�riyya in M��il by Ma�m�d b. al-Shar�f  al-Kirm�n�, dated “kha��b” 
(= 698/1299) according to the colophon (f. 263a:13–17):—

 >"u'Z
� >�u�$� ; ['Rj >ZV�
 9�/�
� @G �� ¦��� �'" [#JB\� �]? 
�
a �� é�
�
� rl�
 �m �'g â� Ç�
� + E� 0��
� �./
� @�" *� s#&Ý� �8 + #?#5) 3i'� 9
C ��

.P�/� �̈z� P�̈z �/� `#�
B\� Ã"x
�

This reading disagrees with Perlmann’s reading of  the year as khu�� 

(= 696/1297) (cf. ed. Perlmann, pp. xii, 111).
Jewish Theological Seminary 5519 (ENA 95), 48 ff., 16 lines to a page; 

written in Hebrew characters. The fragment contains the following 
portions of  the text: ed. Perlmann, pp. 73:4–93:8.
[Micro�lm copy: IMHM no. 37283]

Ma�f�� 318 (cat. 1960, p. 56; cf. also ed. Perlmann, p. xii n. 1: “Al-
Maktaba (Baghdad), Vol. III, no. 2 (1962), pp. 28 ff. mentions what 
is apparently a copy of  this MS in the possession of  Dr. Husayn Ali 
Mahfuz in Kazimiya; cf. Vol. III, no. 4, p. 35.”). �Al� Naq� Munzaw�, 
who has consulted this manuscript for his edition, states that the 
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manuscript, which is undated, was written in the 19th century and is 
in fact a direct copy of  Majlis 593. He explains that the copyist could 
apparently not read everything as there are some places left blank.8

Majlis 593/3, pp. 69–142 [from p. 100 onwards, the codex is also foliated, 
p. 100 being f. 17a], 24.5 × 15.5 cm, 19 lines to a page; incomplete 
at the end. The manuscript contains only one page belonging to al-

b�b al-r�bi� f� dhikr �aq�dat al-muslim�n.9 The entire codex, including 
this work, was copied in 1060/1650 from a copy that Qu�b al-D�n 
al-Sh�r�z� had written in 685/1286 in Konya (= Mar�ash� 12868) (cat. 
vol. 1, pp. 54–55, vol. 2, pp. 350–51).
[Micro�lm copy: D�nishg�h micro�lm 2320 (cat. 1969–84, vol. 1, 
p. 673)].

Mar�ash� 12868, ff. 59b–126b, 13.5 × 5 cm, 33 lines to a page, copied 
by the hand of  Qu�b al-D�n al-Sh�r�z� in Konya in 685/1286 (cat. 
vol. 32, pp. 640–41).

Sh�r�z 538, 8 ff.[?], 17.5 × 24 cm, 19 lines to a page (cat. pp. 133–34).
St. Petersburg RNL II Firk. Yevr.-Arab. I 1702, 6 ff., 18 lines to a page, 

written in Hebrew characters. The fragment contains the following 
portions of  the text: f. 1 (= ed. Perlmann, pp. 20:8–21:6), ff. 2–3 (= 
80:22–83:11), f. 4 (= 28:2–29:4), f. 5 (= 72:13–73:16), f. 6 (= 62:20–
63:22). The manuscript belongs to the same copy as RNL II Firk. 
Yevr.-Arab. II 490.
[Micro�lm copy: IMHM no. 56251]

St. Petersburg RNL II Firk. Yevr.-Arab. II 490, 6 ff., 18 lines to a page, 
written in Hebrew characters. The fragment contains the following 
portions of  the text: f. 1 (= ed. Perlmann, pp. 45:3–46:4), f. 2 (= 44:5–
45:3), f. 3 (= 95:4–96:5), f. 4 (= 92:1–94:3), f. 5 (= 48:3–49:4), f. 6 
(= 41:7–42:4). The manuscript belongs to the same copy as RNL II 
Firk. Yevr.-Arab. I 1702.
[Micro�lm copy: IMHM no. 58782]

8 �Al� Naq� Munzaw�: Ibn Kamm�na wa-falsafatuh� f� l-nubuwwa, p. 56.
9 Last words on p. 142: �G� #52 
�Z
�� Y�Q
� >�8�� y
̈ì � �z� *� k:���C #:T� �� k:���C �('8� �B� � UL& 

. . . 9' !
� ³8�� �g �Ø� h#�t��� h#R" U� �'/Ø
Beginning of  p. 143 (apparently a new text): . . . ��{Bm �'8�ì h�012 N�  �/�"�
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Editions

Leo Hirschfeld: Sa�d b. Man�ûr Ibn Kammûnah und seine polemische Schrift 

�{1
�  3�5��  �#���  Ó%�Z(. Inaugural-Dissertation zur Erlangung der 
Doctorwürde vorgelegt der Hohen Philosophischen Fakultät der 
Universität Heidelberg. Leipzig 1893.
[Introduction, edition and translation of  a portion of  the introduction 
and a section of  the chapter on Judaism (= ed. Perlmann, pp. 1:6–15, 
24:1–29:2) on the basis of  two mss: Berlin Ms. Or. Oct. 256; Bodleian 
MS Huntington 390].

Moshe Perlmann (ed.): Sa�d b. Man��r Ibn Kamm�na’s Examination of  the 

Inquiries into the Three Faiths. A Thirteenth-Century Essay in Comparative 

Religion. Berkeley 1967.
[Edited on the basis of  Majlis 593/3; Fâtih 3141; Biblioteca Angelica 
15; Berlin Ms. Or. Oct. 256; Bodleian MS Huntington 390]. On 
this edition, see the reviews by Leon Nemoy ( Jewish Social Studies 31 
(1969), pp. 333–34), Rudi Paret (Der Islam 46 (1970), pp. 102–4), Kurt 
Rudolph (Orientalistische Literaturzeitung 67 ix/x (1972), pp. 462–65), 
Ernst Ludwig Dietrich (Oriens 21–22 (1968–69), pp. 440–41), Lenn 
E. Goodman (Philosophy East and West 22 (1972), pp. 487–88), James 
Kritzeck ( Journal of  Near Eastern Studies 32 (1973), pp. 506–7), H.T.N. 
(Bulletin of  the School of  Oriental and African Studies 36 (1973), pp. 204–5), 
Lawrence V. Berman ( Journal of  the American Oriental Society 91 (1971), 
pp. 333–34), Victor Danner ( Journal of  the American Academy of  Religion 
42 (1974), pp. 565–66).

�Al� Naq� Munzaw�: Ibn Kamm�na wa-falsafatuh� f� l-nubuwwa. PhD thesis, 
Université Saint Joseph, Beirut 1972. [Al-Qism al-awwal: al-Madkhal 

wa-l-na�� al-k�mil li-Tanq�� al-ab��th; al-Qism al-th�n�: al-Ta�l�q�t �al� 
Tanq�� al-ab��th li-l-milal al-thal�th]. [Edited on the basis of  Majlis 593, 
Ma�f�� 318 and Perlmann’s edition].

Habib [	ab�b] Bacha [B�sh�]: �aw�sh� (Notes) d’Ibn al-Ma�r�ma sur le 

“Tanq��” d’Ibn Kamm�na [�aw�sh� Ibn al-Ma�r�ma �al� Kit�b Tanq�� al-

ab��th li-l-milal al-thal�th li-Ibn Kamm�na]. Etude et édition critique. 
Rome 1984. [Containing the chapters on Judaism and Christianity].

Kar�m� Zanj�n� A�l, Mu�ammad (ed.): Tanq�� al-ab��th li-l-milal al-thal�th 

li-Ibn Kamm�na. Tehran (forthcoming). [This edition relies heavily on 
those by Munzaw� and Perlmann.]
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English Translation

Moshe Perlmann: Ibn Kamm�na’s Examination of  the Three Faiths. A 

thirteenth-century essay in the comparative study of  religion. Translated from 
the Arabic, with an introduction and notes. Berkeley / Los Angeles / 
London 1971.

Christian Refutations

Abu l-	asan b. Ibr�h�m b. al-Ma�r�ma: �aw�sh� (cf. GCAL, vol. 2, pp. 
270–71). Edition: �aw�shi (Notes) d’Ibn al-Ma�r�ma sur le “Tanq��” d’Ibn 

Kamm�na. Etude et édition critique par Habib Bacha. Rome 1984. 
On this edition, see the review by Leon Nemoy (The Jewish Quarterly 

Review 77 i ( July 1986), pp. 82–83).
On this retort, see also Moshe Perlmann: “On Ma�r�ma, a Christian 
opponent of  Ibn Kamm�na.” American Academy for Jewish Research 
2 (1965) [H.A. Wolfson Jubilee Volume], pp. 641–55; Barbara 
Roggema: “Jewish-Christian debate in a Muslim context. Ibn al-
Ma�r�ma’s notes on Ibn Kamm�na’s Examination of  the Inquiries into the 

Three Faiths.” In All Those Nations . . . Cultural Encounters Within and With 

the Near East. Studies presented to Han Drijvers at the occasion of  his sixty-�fth 

birthday by colleagues and students. Collected and edited by Herman J.L. 
Vanstiphout with the assistance of  W.J. van Bekkum, G.J. van Gelder 
and G.J. Reinink. Groningen 1999, pp. 131–39.

Muslim Refutations

Mu�affar al-D�n A�mad b. �Al� b. al-S���t� (d. 694/1294): al-Durr al-

man��d f� l-radd �al� faylas�f  al-yah�d. The work is apparently lost (cf. 
Steinschneider: Polemische und apologetische Literatur, pp. 47–48 no. 
30; Ab� l-Ma��l�: Ta
r�kh �ulam�
 Baghd�d, p. 35; Ibn Taghr�bird�: al-

Man�al al-��f�, vol. 1, p. 421; Kashf  al-�un�n, vol. 3, p. 193; Tanq��. Ed. 
Perlmann, introduction, p. 8 n. 13).

Zayn al-D�n Sar�y� b. Mu�ammad al-Mala�� (d. 788/1386): Nuh�� 

�ath�th al-nuh�d il� du��� khab�th al-yah�d. The work is apparently lost 
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(cf. Steinschneider: Polemische und apologetische Literatur, p. 107 no. 86; 
Tanq��. Ed. Perlmann, introduction, p. 8 n. 1; Kashf  al-�un�n, vol. 6, 
pp. 411–12).

Anonymous: Kit�b ithb�t al-nubuwwa (ms. Hamidiye 1447/3). A tran-
scription of  the manuscript, together with a short analysis, was 
published by Moshe Perlmann: “‘Proving Muhammad’s Prophet-
hood’, A Muslim critique of  Ibn Kammuna.” [Hebrew] In Hagut Ivrit 

Ba’Amerika. Studies on Jewish Themes by Contemporary American Scholars. 
Eds. M. Zohori, A. Tartakover & H. Ormian. Vol. III. Tel Aviv 1974, 
pp. 75–97. For an improved edition, see below Appendix B: Kit�b f� 
ithb�t al-nubuwwa li-Mu�ammad �alayhi al-sal�m.

Studies

Habib Bacha: “Tanq�� al-ab��th li-l-milal al-thal�th.” Parole de l’Orient 

11 (1971), pp. 151–62.
Geneviève Gobillot: “Ibn Kammûna. Les trois anneaux de la prophétie?” 

Tsafon. Revue d’études juives du Nord 50 (automne 2005–hiver 2006) 
[Hommage à Jean-Marie Delmaire], pp. 23–48.

Leo Hirschfeld: Sa�d b. Man�ûr Ibn Kammûnah und seine polemische Schrift Ó%�Z( 
�{1
� 3�5�� �#���. Leipzig1893.

�Al� Naq� Munzaw�: Ibn Kamm�na wa-falsafatuh� f� l-nubuwwa. PhD thesis, 
Université Saint Joseph, Beirut 1972. [Al-Qism al-awwal: al-Madkhal 

wa-l-na�� al-k�mil li-Tanq�� al-ab��th; al-Qism al-th�n�: al-Ta�l�q�t �al� 
Tanq�� al-ab��th li-l-milal al-thal�th].

�Al� Naq� Munzaw�: “Tanq�� al-ab��th-i Ibn Kamm�na.” Wa��d 
6 v (1348), pp. 369–71; 6 vi (1348), pp. 503–14; 6 xii (1348), pp. 
1079–83.

Friedrich Niewöhner: “Die Wahrheit ist eine Tochter der Zeit. Ibn 
Kamm�na’s historisch-kritischer Religionsvergleich aus dem Jahre 
1280.” In Religionsgespräche im Mittelalter. Eds. B. Lewis & F. Niewöhner. 
Wiesbaden 1992, pp. 357–69.

Moshe Perlmann: “The Medieval Polemics Between Islam and 
Judaism.” In Religion in a Religious Age. Ed. S.D. Goitein. New York 
1974, pp. 103–38.

Reza Pourjavady and Sabine Schmidtke: “Muslim Polemics against 
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Judaism and Christianity in 18th Century Iran. The Literary Sources 
of  �q� Mu�ammad �Al� Bihbah�n�’s (1144/1732–1216/1801) 
R�dd-i shubah�t al-kuff�r.” Studia Iranica 35 (2006), pp. 69–94.

Barbara Roggema: “Epistemology as Polemics. Ibn Kammuna’s 
Examination of  the Apologetics of  the Three Faiths.” In The Three 

Rings. Textual Studies in the Historical Trialogue of  Judaism, Christianity, and 

Islam. Eds. B. Roggema, M. Poorthuis & P. Valkenberg. Leuven 2005, 
pp. 47–70.

Simone Rosenkranz: “Judentum, Christentum und Islam in der Sicht 
des Ibn Kammûna.” Judaica. Beiträge zum Verstehen des Judentums 52 
(1996), pp. 4–22.

Dominique Urvoy: Les penseurs libres dans l’Islam classique. L’interrogation sur 

la religion chez les penseurs arabes indépendants. Paris 1996, pp. 202–14.

1.4.2. Treatise on the Differences between the Rabbanites and Karaites

Systematic investigation, composed at the request of  ba�� al-s�da al-

af��il, of  the mutual accusations of  Rabbanites and Karaites with the 
respective replies in three chapters ( fu��l) dealing with the validity of  
the Rabbinic tradition ( f� �ik�yat m� dhukira min kay�yyat naql al-shar��a 

wa-fa��
il al-�akham�m al-n�qil�n lah� wa-bay�n �ul�mihim wa-l-tanb�h �al� 
wuj�b al-�amal bi-muqta�� nuq�lihim), the Karaite charges against the 
Rabbanites ( f� dhikr jumla min al-ma	��in allat� yat�anu bih� al-qar�
iyy�n �al� 
al-�akham�m wa-l-ajwiba al-d���a lah� wa-li-ashk�lih� min b�q� ma	��inihim) 
and the Rabbanite charges against the Karaites ( f� dhikr m� 	a�ana bih� 
al-Rabb�niyy�n �al� l-Qar�
iyy�n wa-m� ya�la�u an yak�na jaw�ban lahum 

�anhu). There is little indication in the text as to Ibn Kamm�na’s own 
sympathies. Whereas Steinschneider argued that the objective character 
of  the tract and the lack of  characteristic Rabbanite eulogies indicate 
the Karaite allegiance of  the (in his view anonymous) author, Nemoy 
takes the fact that Ibn Kamm�na “devotes twice as much space to the 
defense of  Rabbanism as he does to that of  Karaism” as an indication 
that “his sympathies nevertheless remained with the mother-synagogue” 
(ed. Nemoy, p. 109).

The authenticity of  the treatise was intitially contested. Hartwig 
Hirschfeld designated the treatise as an “anonyme Schrift”10 and Moritz 

10 In the preface to his edition of  the Kit�b al-Khuzar� (Leipzig 1887); cf. Nemoy: 
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Steinschneider expressed doubts as to the accuracy of  attributing this 
work to Ibn Kamm�na.11 However, the authorship of  Ibn Kamm�na 
is well attested by the typical wording of  the introduction and has been 
uncontested since the publication of  Dawid Hartwig Baneth’s study 
on Ibn Kamm�na in 1925.12 The original work had no title. “Treatise 
on the Differences between the Rabbanites and Karaites” was the title 
given by its �rst editor, Hartwig Hirschfeld. The extant manuscripts are 
written exclusively in Hebrew characters.

“Ibn Kammunah’s Treatise,” (1968), p. 107 n. 3.—In the table of  contents of  his Arabic 

Chrestomathy, Hirschfeld still seems to be doubtful on the issue of  authorship when he 
writes: “Treatise on the differences between the Rabbanites and Karaites attributed 
to Sa�d b. Man��r (cod. Berol. Oct. 2562 Unicum).” See also Baneth: “Ibn Kammuna,” 
p. 296: “die zweite [Schrift über Rabbaniten und Karäer] hat Hartwig Hirschfeld in 
seiner Arabic chrestomathy in Hebrew characters (London 1892) vollständig abgedruckt, 
aber auf  Grund von Steinschneiders Urteil als unterschoben behandelt.”

11 Moritz Steinschneider: Verzeichniss der Hebräischen Handschriften 1–2. Berlin 1878–97, 
vol. 1, p. 76: “eine Schrift über die Differenzen zwischen den Rabbaniten und Karaiten, 
welche (gewissermaßen als Fortsetzung des ��	��) untergeschoben scheint; . . . Der 
Verf. dieser Abhandlung spricht als Jude, citirt fortwährend hebräische Schriften und 
gebraucht hebräische Phrasen, ganz abweichend vom Verf. des ��	��, allerdings mit 
Rücksicht auf  das Thema und mit dem Scheine einer ähnlichen Objectivität, hinter 
welcher wohl ein Karait sich versteckt, da die Rabbaniten zu einem solchen Scheine 
weder Veranlassung noch Neigung hatten. Auch fehlen selbst in den vorgeführten 
Ansichten der Rabbaniten gewisse übliche Eulogien und Formeln . . . wie auch unser 
Unicum aus karaitischen Händen kömmt und die, [sic] die Echtheit versichernde 
Schlußformel den Verdacht der Fälschung voraussetzt. Auch die Benutzung des Buches 
����� ist eine halb ehrliche, nach der Art raf�nirter Plagiatoren.” Idem: Arabische Literatur, 
p. 240: “Die Abhandlung über die Differenzen der Rabbaniten und Karaiten (ms. 
Bl.) ist jedenfalls eine, wahrscheinlich karaitische Unterschiebung.“ Idem: Polemische 

und apologetische Literatur, p. 39: “Es folgt dann eine, dem Character nach verschiedene 
Abhandlung über die Differenzen der Rabbaniten und Karaiten, welches grösstentheils 
aus dem Kusari des Jehuda ha-Levi . . . schöpft, und durch eine Vorbemerkung etwas 
ungeschickt als eine Art Fortsetzung des vorigen Werkes eingeleitet wird. Ich vermuthe 
hier eine Unterschiebung.”

12 See Baneth: “Ibn Kammuna,” pp. 309–11; Nemoy: “A Forgotten 13th Century 
Jewish Physician,” p. 157.—In his study on Ibn Kamm�na’s Tanq�� al-ab��th, Leo 
Hirschfeld followed the views of  Hartwig Hirschfeld and Steinschneider; see his Ibn 

Kamm�nah und seine polemische Schrift, p. 1 n.3, p. 15 n. 1.
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Introduction (Berlin Ms. Or. Oct. 256/2, ff. 139b:1–140a:5):—

 ������  ����  ������  ��
�  ������  ������  ������  �����  ��	
 ������ �� 
�	�
��� ����� 
�	�
��� ����� �
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�� ����
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�� ���� ��� 
�� 
���� 
�� ��� 
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���� 
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�����
 ��� �� �
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��� ����� �� ���
� ��� ���� �� ���� 
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 ��� ��� ������ �� ����� 
��� ����� ���� ��� ��� ���	���
 ���� ���� �� ���  ���  �����  ���� ���� ���� ������� ������
 ������  �����  
����  �������  �����  
�  �������  ����  ���  
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 ���	� ����� �� ����
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�����
��
 ���
��  ����  
������  ���  ����	��  �����  ����  
����  ���
���
 
������  �����  ������  �
�
	�  �����  ������  
�  
���
	��  	�
�
 �� �������� �������� �

�� 
���
	�� ��� 
�����
�� ���
�� ����
 �'& Ó�MR(] ��
��� ��� �� ���� ��� ���
��� ������� ���
�� ��	
 ���� �� ��� ���
� ��	�� 
� ���� �� ���� �
��� �� [����	 :
Q�
�

. . . 	������� ������� 
�� ����� ���� 
�� ����

Introduction (Arabic transcription, ed. Nemoy, lines 2–14):—

 >�{� P
?� �"
&� P»8 ���� ~{��
� Ð�� ~#5�/
� Ð�Æ 34#�
� �#/
� E'$� ��V�
� !#l
 �m� + >.? �m ��O� �m �/� �m u'R�� �m �/� ��½�� ��½� 	8 D�"
�
� ¬��� Dl�
/
�
 E#/( + �, �/C �#�$� P]? ; s
2G �l .P�
j�� P#�T� ; �,u� �Z8 #�8� � + 
�ê >T'52
 @�Z8 #� '?� P�̈z �/��� P�X + ���� 34#&�� 9�#�
� ±/C Ç� ���J\á #� ���f 
B6�
 k?u'�� ; U'�T�

� �':�
� �5�/" ��A� �����
� 3�#�& �� !#5nv� 3%t� *� 
2G #5%&
 �8#Q$� ;� P#�J�� 35/
� ['n� U#�C� >/"x�� k-��T >%��2 r� k:��uf� kÙ'�T *� >�8x
�
 U'�T�

� #?�u�� ¬
� �8#Q$� F]2� h��'n� h�
�
�( k:��� �':�
� �� D��
�
� N"
& #?�u�� ¬
�
 �z� � P'n� *� >/"x
� sp~	Î ¬&
/� �l r� >C'n��� sº#�.
�  bsu
̈)� D��
�
�  *�
 ��) �̈5�V�� + ��� !'R& >ª{ª ; FG b�.̈(u� Ç�.V� �� �{2 ; #:�� h�012 �� #?�2�

. . . !��� 3R�
� .N%&'�
�� >T'/$�

End (Berlin Ms. Or. Oct. 256/2, f. 180a:4–12):—

 ������ �� 
�� 
�� ���� 
�� �� ����� ���� ��� 
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� ���� �� ������
 
� ��� ����  ���� ��� ����  �� 
������ 
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��� 
� ���
 ���� ������ �� ��	 �� 
�� ������� ���� 
� ����� 
��� ����
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 ��	��� ��� 
� ������ ������ ��	�� ����� ��	��� ������ ����� 
�
 ���  ���  ���	�� ������� ���  ������  
��  ��  
�������  
������ 
��

����
�� ������ ��
����

End (Arabic transcription, ed. Nemoy, lines 876–882):—

 �2� U� �� Yn�'
� '? U#2 U�� �]?� 0¯ � �z'
� F]C �� Á̈�" U� q'« � ]åZ%)� . . .
 #� 0  ̄s�'.Z
� �{2 �� í#Z
� �2� k-�" U� E� @�ë" k��8 �Qj FG� �C D�ô�� 0  ̄>�#��
 ��� �'��
� 3?� �� #Z�/n� 35/
�� !'�
� [�'R
 #��&̈�� 3�	
�� �Q´� �� + ºG#�� �C �Rl

.s#.ê

� ³I:���� s�0´� �� �T� �'R�
� 9�#/�
� E� �'�´� u�� ; D�i�'
� D��Ý�

Manuscripts

Berlin Ms. Or. Oct. 256/2, ff. 139b–180, 12 × 16.5 cm, 15 lines to a 
page; written in Hebrew characters by a different hand from Berlin 
Ms. Or. Oct. 256/1 (Tanq�� al-ab��th; see above, Section 1.4.1); copied 
from the autograph by a Karaite by the name of  Azaryahu ha-Nasi 
ben Yehalalel ha-Nasi in Baghdad in 1341 C.E. by the order of  a 
certain Kam�l al-Dawla �Abd al-Kh�liq b. Y�nah and collated with 
another copy that was taken from the autograph (cat. 1878–97, 
vol. 1, pp. 76–77 no. 107; Baneth: “Ibn Kammuna,” pp. 309–11).
[Micro�lm copy: IMHM no. 1986].

St. Petersburg RNL II Firk. Yevr.-Arab. I 913, 7 ff.; written in Hebrew 
characters; consisting of  two bifolios (ff. 1–2, 3–4), one isolated folio 
(f. 5), quire of  four leaves (ff. 6–9, ff. 8–9 being empty), 13.6 × 18.2 
cm, 17/19 lines to a page; containing the following fragments of  the 
treatise: ff. 1a–2b (= ed. Nemoy, lines 644–703), ff. 3a–b (= 559–588), 
ff. 4a–5b (= 760–808), ff. 6a–7b (= 837–882). The fragment may belong 
to the same copy of  the treatise as RNL II Firk. Yevr.-Arab. I 914.
[Micro�lm copy: IMHM no. 54504].

St. Petersburg RNL I Firk. Yevr.-Arab. I 914, 6 ff.; written in Hebrew 
characters; consisting of  isolated folios (ff. 1, 2, 5, 6) and one bifolio 
(ff. 3–4), 14.2 × 18.5 cm, 19 lines to a page; containing the following 
fragments of  the treatise: ff. 1a–2b (= ed. Nemoy, lines 364–424), 
f. 3a–b (= 336–363), f. 4a–b (= 424–451), f. 5b [preceding f. 5a] 
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(= 309–323), f. 5a (= 323–336), f. 6a–b (= 451–478). The fragment 
may belong to the same copy of  the treatise as RNL II Firk. Yevr.-
Arab. I 913.
[Micro�lm copy: IMHM no. 54505].

St. Petersburg RNL II Firk. Yevr.-Arab. I 1703, 2 ff. (bifolio); written 
in Hebrew characters by a different hand than Yevr.-Arab. I 913 
and 914; 13.5 × 18.6 cm, 15/16 lines to a page; containing the 
following fragments of  the treatise: f. 1b (= ed. Nemoy, lines 1–9), f. 2 
(= 135–154) (cat. 1991, p. 110).
[Micro�lm copy: IMHM no. 56285].

Editions and Translations

Hartwig Hirschfeld (ed.): Arabic Chrestomathy in Hebrew Characters. With 

a Glossary. London 1892, pp. 69–103: “Treatise on the differences 
between the Rabbanites and Karaites attributed to Sa�d b. Man��r 
(cod. Berol. Oct. 2562 Unicum).” On the edition see the emendations 
suggested by Leon Nemoy: “Remarks on Ibn Kamm�na’s Treatise on 
the Differences between the Rabbanites and the Karaites.” [Hebrew] 
Tarbi� 24 (1955), pp. 343–53, vi [English Summary] and in Sefer yovel 

mugash le-khevod Yisrael Elfenbeyn. Ed. Y.L. Maimon. Jerusalem 1962, 
pp. 201–8.

Leon Nemoy: “Ibn Kammunah’s Treatise on the Differences between 
the Rabbanites and the Karaites.” Proceedings of  the American Academy for 

Jewish Research 36 (1968), pp. 107–65 [Edition of  the text transcribed 
into Arabic characters on the basis of  Berlin Ms. Or. Oct. 256/2, 
summarizing translation, and introduction].

Leon Nemoy: “Ibn Kammunah’s Treatise on the Differences between 
the Rabbanites and the Karaites.” Jewish Quarterly Review 13 (1972–
73), pp. 97–135, 222–46 [Introduction and English translation].

1.5. Correspondence

1.5.1. Correspondence with Na��r al-D�n al-��s� I

This correspondence was initiated by Ibn Kamm�na, who asked ��s� 
about a mugh�la	a formulated by K�tib� on the createdness of  the world 
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(�ud�th al-��lam). On the subsequent reply by ��s�, Ibn Kamm�na sent 
another letter.—The problem as formulated by Ibn Kamm�na in the 
correspondence runs as follows: “the [temporal] originatedness of  the 
world does not necessitate the negation of  reality, and whatever does 
not necessitate the negation of  the reality is itself  a reality that resulted 
from the originatedness of  the real world” (�ud�th al-��lam l� yastalzimu 

irtif�� al-w�qi� wa-kull m� l� yastalzimu irtif�� al-w�qi� fa-huwa w�qi� yuntiju ann 

�ud�th al-��lam w�qi� ).

(Mudarris Ra
aw�: A�w�l u �th�r, p. 523 no. 78; Mudarris� Zanj�n�: Zarguzasht, 
pp. 211–12)

Beginning of  Ibn Kamm�na’s initial query (Mudarris Ra
aw�: A�w�l u 

�th�r, p. 523):—

 k	 34#�
� k%BM�� >Q
#�� �8 >T'52 �m u'R�� �m �/� ��½� 	8 N��� �#/
� E'$� Y�2
 �	��V�� � #� 32� rl�'
� £#�(u� �	��V�� � �#/
� ���� .+ �,u Ç"�	�
� HI.(#B\� ��½�� �$�

. . . rl�� �#/
� ���� U� �JK" rl�� '-& rl�'
� £#�(u�

Beginning of  ��s�’s reply (Mudarris Ra
aw�: A�w�l u �th�r, p. 523):—

. . . �]? '? £��
� 9u'i ; q�'�� s#.ª� *� 9u'2]$� >ÞO� *� c�æ� H8�½� !#.C 
Qj

Beginning of  Ibn Kamm�na’s reply (Mudarris Ra
aw�: A�w�l u �th�r, 
p. 523):—

 �$�  0RT  D����  U#Q��  ��
j��$�  3�&�  ~#5BO�  ��  º�'�  #-�Zi  s#BZ
�  P]?
. . . ��½��

Editions

�Abd All�h N�r�n�: “Mu��ra��t man�iqiyya bayn al-K�tib� wa-l-��s�.” 
In Collected Texts and Papers on Logic and Language. Eds. M. Mohaghegh 
& T. Izutsu. Tehran 1974, pp. 285–86 (containing ��s�’s reply only; 
apparently due to a technical error, the text of  p. 286 is not part 
of  ��s�’s reply, as becomes apparent from a comparison with the 
manuscripts of  the text).

Chapter Three, Text Five (��s�’s reply only)
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Manuscripts

�kh�nd 1187/76, ff. 267a–b [pp. 495–96] (containing ��s�’s reply 
only).

Mahd� Bay�n� (containing all three letters of  the correspondence; 
cf. Mudarris Ra
aw�: A�w�l u �th�r, p. 523 no. 78). The current 
whereabouts of  the manuscript is unknown.

Rag�p Pa
a 1461/76, ff. 258b–259a, 12.8 × 18 cm, 21 lines to a page 
(containing ��s�’s reply only).

1.5.2. Correspondence with Na��r al-D�n al-��s� II

Seven questions addressed to ��s�, together with the latter’s replies. 
The questioner does not introduce himself. The only indication of  his 
identity appears at the beginning of  ��s�’s response, where the latter 
addresses the questioner by name. However, in Majlis-i Sin� 286 there 
is a blank space in place of  the name and only the second part of  the 
name is extant, which can be read as al-m�la (see infra). The editor of  
the correspondence, �Abd All�h N�r�n�, who used only this manuscript, 
does not mention this in his recent edition of  the text; he has simply 
corrected the name to Ibn Kamm�na.

(Mudarris Ra
aw�: A�w�l u �th�r, pp. 512–13 no. 67)

Beginning of  Ibn Kamm�na’s questions (ed. N�r�n�, p. 25 [variant 
readings of  Majlis-i Sin� 286, f. 74a:9–22 in square brackets]):—

 rJ�� �D���� 9��l� ~#5BO� �� º�'� 3�& k�Ê �� !�ë�$� :P'�� ��� ��
� Y�2 
jf
 �./
� ��� �l #� w#�"� ���
�� �t1(� [�B�� + :�����] ����� �(�� >��
� �?�� k�/
� +
 
�Z
� �/
 >�5BO� �)#.$�� >%�%�O� �'�/
� �� ~ß *� ��{=� ]�� !	� � ¬
� 3�#�$� ��
 ; �#:Jn�� ��#� �8 h�Æ#� �T'2 �/C P
B& �
= rn
& h�
�T #-
 !#B6v� �� U#2 #� ;� #:%&
 �@'
'$� [#Z�� *� �5}:( ; + �8 Ó�R" �� Pu]� [�#�" :!#�"] !#�" U�� �h�0�) FG
 #� �5�� UL& .�#-$�  ±/C �8 !#��V6�� �Wt�µ r�"  P#�8 #� ��#Wl�  ����� ��
�� + í
)
 .FG *� ���l� @A� '? �
B\�� ~#è�
� �� �E#/( + #-�z� �>"'
'$� �{ �� ���� ��Wn
 #·� P�Z8 #?�'� #� 32 �� k?� h#�"� © �� 3B¡� �./
� �Z8 '? #� 32 3�#�$� P]? ���
�
 �@'
'$� UGv� �/C �� 9�p	�� >��J�� 0¯ !#O� �z�� >��Ñ
� P]? >C#�2 ÓZV� #5.V�) ©

. . . ���� .*�� 
���� ��{z + 
?#À
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Beginning of  al-��s�’s replies (ed. N�r�n�, pp. 28:20–29:3 [variant 
readings of  Majlis-i Sin� 286, f. 76a:2–8 in square brackets]):—

 U�
l�� ¦�2� 34#�
� k%BO� #?�u�� ¬
� u�Æ�� �/
#= :���u + í�l ��Qj �� [�'��
 *� ���& [9~�
�� 0¯ >5�2 :+] + í
) �[�'$� :>T'52 �m�] >T'52 �m� U#�	
� �����
 U#�	
� Ó�#�� �l'
� ; 
=#´� �C ÓØ #� su
# #:Z8 [�'�� ¦5�
�� >5BO� �)#W� ±/C
 H�%&'( #�� 
?#À u]/
#& �Qj �� '-� *� 35�V6� UL& #:�C'n� �� N��'/
�� 3¯�'¡
� 9�2 r�

. . . !'l�& E��� ���$� �8 [�'�� #�� .Y�T� ��
�� ��2'( ���� â� ��

Edition

�Abd All�h N�r�n� (ed.): Ajwibat al-mas�
il al-Na��riyya, mushtamil bar 20 

ris�la. Tehran 1384/2005, pp. 25–34.

Manuscripts

Am�r al-Mu�min�n 1515; copied by al-Kha���� Ism���l al-Mar�gh�, 
13th/19th century (cat. 2003–4, p. 251 no. 732).

Majlis-i Sin� 286, ff. 74a–78b, incomplete at the end; part of  a majm��a 
written in 738/1337–38 by �Al� b. al-	asan b. al-Ra
� al-	��� at the 
request of  Shams al-D�n �w� in Sul��niyya (cat. vol. 1, p. 146).
[Micro�lm copy: D�nishg�h micro�lm 1436 (cat. vol. 1, pp. 600–1)].

Mudarris Ra
aw� evidently used a different manuscript of  the text, 
the identity of  which still needs to be established, as he indicates the 
beginning of  the text as follows (A�w�l u �th�r, p. 512):—

 D����$� 3�&� k�8�� º�'� >T'52 �m �/� #4

� 'C� ��½� 	8 #:Z8 !�� r.V� 3�#�� P]?
���$�  .�/}��  + �
m  �'Q
�  ��O�  �m  �g �m  �g ��½��  �$�  0RT  #�T½�  G#�V��

. . . E���
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1.5.3. Correspondence with Najm al-D�n al-K�tib� I13

This correspondence, which consists of  three epistles by Ibn Kamm�na 
to K�tib�, together with the latter’s replies to all three epistles, gives 
evidence that Ibn Kamm�na had participated in one of  K�tib�’s 
maj�lis, where the discussion on the logical problem dealt with in the 
correspondence started.

Ibn Kamm�na refers to this correspondence in his al-Jad�d f� l-�ikma 
where he gives a summary of  it (pp. 203–5).

(GALS, vol. 1, p. 769)

Beginning:—

 ~{��
� 9��l ~#5�/
� �� �#/
� >�{� º�'� ¦�X �� >T'52 �m �/� c�æ� �./
� �#��V��
 rJ��� �(�̈� í
)� ��p� + ���� ��½�� �$� k	 ��
j��$�� D����$� �'�� r�#z �
�
� ¬��
 ±/C ��i �� �	�" {& s'.1
� U#B�� ��� �	�" � U#B�v� s'.ª U� :�(#%) !'QC k�/
� 3?�
 s'W�C kB) !��� U� �3/�
� «[» «Ð» ±/C ��i U#B�� �#/
� U#B�v� «[» «Ð»
 P�'n� U#B�� �tª ��#O� U� ��	��� �� rZ$� ������ �s'.1
� U#B�LC kB) `#1
�� U#B�v�
 .s'.1
� �B
 �� U#B�v� �tª �l 9�#$� P]? H�& �!q�� ; P�'n� s'.ª �B
 �� !q�� ;

.��O� >"#¯ ; ����$�� >l½� >"#¯ ; rZ$� �]?�

End:—

 D���� Ó�QR� 9u�Ñ
� Ç/" U� �� k̈-��� �#  0  ̄'? #� *� ['�Q$� 3Rì U#2 #� Ã�2�
 �]? ; 
�Z" U� !��� �./
� � ��%& 9��#& � h#���
 £��
� U'B� _]åZ%)� NQZ$� �& [�u� ��
 + 	8� º�'� ���'& U'2 �]? *� �5ì @A� UL& 3%�1�
�� u#$v� 9�2 ; Pu]� �#�" U��
 *�� @'
'$� k"
B\� �"�u� #-(�#��V�� *� ¦&#��" Pu#B&� Ã�#Q
� Pu#�T� N�#l�� >5Z��� Pu#RT�

.��-
� r.̈(� ��� NO� 3?� *� �{�
��

13 Perlmann erroneously assumed that the addressee of  Ibn Kamm�na’s epistle was 
his son Najm al-Dawla (see the introduction to his edition of  the Tanq��, p. xii); this was 
corrected by Bacha (�aw�sh�, p. xxii).
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Manuscripts

Adana 177/4 [= 181.2], ff. 239b–241b, 18.5 × 13.5 cm, 23 lines to 
a page (cat. vol. 1, p. 88 no. 312) [given the scanty information 
provided in the catalogue it is not certain whether the manuscript 
indeed contains this correspondence].

�kh�nd 1187/67, ff. 290b–292b (cat. p. 1480).
Ayasofya 4862, ff. 269b–271b, copied in the 8th/14th century (cf. 

Naw�dir, vol. 1, p. 166) .
Majlis 630/2, pp. 9–11 (cat. vol. 2, pp. 388–89).
Majlis-i Sin� 286/5, ff. 39b–41b, part of  a majm��a written in 738/

1337–38 by �Al� b. al-	asan b. al-Ra
� al-	��� upon the request 
of  Shams al-D�n �w� in Sul��niyya (incomplete at the end) (cat. 
vol. 1, p. 146, where Na��r al-D�n al-��s� is erroneously mentioned as 
correspondent instead of  K�tib�).
[Micro�lm copy: D�nishg�h micro�lm 1436].

Pertev Pa
a 617, ff. 173a–176b, copied in the 8th/14th century (cf. 
Naw�dir, vol. 1, p. 166).

Rag�p Pa
a 1461, ff. 276b–278b, 12.8 × 18 cm, 21 lines to a page, copied 
in the 8th/14th century (cf. Naw�dir, vol. 1, p. 166).

Edition

Chapter Three, Text Six

1.5.4. Correspondence with Najm al-D�n al-K�tib� II

Jal�l al-D�n al-Daw�n� mentions in his second supercommentary on 
Q�shch�’s commentary on Na��r al-D�n al-T�s�’s Tajr�d al-�aq�
id (�st�n-
i Quds 19827, ff. 195b:21–196a:8) and later on again in his Nih�yat al-

kal�m f� �all shubhat ‘kull kal�m� k�dhib’ that Ibn Kamm�na corresponded 
with K�tib� on the liar paradox and quotes from the correspondence 
(ed. A. Far�marz Qar�malik� in N�me-ye Muf�d 2 i (1375/1996), pp. 
113:21–114:6). Nothing of  this correspondence is preserved apart from 
Daw�n�’s quotation. In the following, the entire quote from Daw�n�’s 
supercommentary is given. Variants of  the more concise quotation in 
his Nih�yat al-kal�m are indicated in square brackets:
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 !#B6v� �]? �8 h�u#���V�� Y�2 D� HI.(#B\� [�'n ; >T'52 �m� [�.�2] Y�2 #� #-���
 ��{2 U'B� U� #�� �T� k��� � :!'l� :[�'l '?� FG Á��V�� :!#B6v� �]? �8 h�u#���V��]
 G� �#-Z8 '�¢ � ù  32� ù  �]? :3%l UL& .£'Z� »O�� h#l�#i �� h�G#2 >�#�
� P]? ;
 P0¯ �8 Pq#�J��  U� k��� � :#Z�l  �Y�2áe
�  [
�#�] ¸� �8 @ù´� Y�2e
�  q#�
  F]C
 � F]C kBO�� �[G#2 �� ��#i �T�C ���� kBì U� 35�ì �T�C [Pq#�J�� + :3C] 3C �F]C
 .h�G#2 �� h#l�#i U'B� U� u'2]$� kBO� Û° �� ¦�
� .h�G#2 �� h#l�#i U'B� � U� ;#Z"
 #� �]? .#5?��� ���T ; U'B� � U� ;#Z" � [G#2 �� ��#i �T�C kBO� !#5J)� U� 3i#O#&

.E#/( + ��
) º�'� �%& 
�Z" U� !���� � ÓZV�

 £'4'$�  ») U�C  ����  ®e��� :*� . . . ®e���] *� �C  !��V��  #�  U�C  ����  ®e���
 P») rZ× ù  �{B\� �]? U� k�� #5�& .u'-�� �Z8 u'-¡� 
�� #:���� >B�$� ; �'n'$�
 �8 ù´� �]? '�  [DC ; P
2G #�� .£'5�� 0¯ FG �z� Dt�" � #� [G#B\�� ��#R
� ;
 ;#Z" � [G#2 �� ��#i �T�C kBO� !#5J)� :!#�" U�C u#Wj�� 
�#� ; @
« []B\�� ��R
�
 ÅJl� �h�G#2 �� h#l�#i ù´� �]? U'B� � U� FG ÅJl� '�& �#5?��� ���T ; U'B� � U�
 ��/C !��V�� '
 h#�"�� .FG ; 3B\� ~�'�V�� h�G#2 �� h#l�#i u#Wj�� �� ~ß U'B� � U�
 U�C ���� !'�" U� !��V�5��� P�u�� #� ����� Y��� P
2G #� []B\�� ��R
� �8 ù´� '� 
 ; �#a�� #5-��C N�a UL& #5-��C �#a�� kB) U�'�/� U�
�� N��� �'n'$� ù´� �]? �
=
 �/� U#�%�T #5-TL& ���� �#a�� �8 '�´� �B
 �� h�G#2 U#2 ��� h#l�#i kBO� U#2 
��� ¦�T

.[- :H�o�
� . . . h#�"��] ³�¢ � #52 u'2]$� [�'�� Ì5�" �

1.5.5. Correspondence with Kam�l al-D�n al-Ba�r�n�

The addressee in this piece of  correspondence is Kam�l al-D�n al-
Ba�r�n�, who is presumably to be identi�ed as Maytham b. Maytham 
al-Ba�r�n� (d. 699/1300). In three manuscripts, this correspondence is 
the �rst of  a number of  faw�
id, mostly on logic, formulated by various 
scholars who cannot be identi�ed in every case. Reference is made to 
K�tib�, Shams al-D�n al-Samarqand� (d. 702/1303), Nakhjaw�n�, and 
Sir�j al-D�n al-Urmaw� (d. 682/1283–84). This is followed by a section on 
mugh�la	�t, some of  which are ascribed to K�tib� and contain a reference 
to the �All�ma al-	ill�. The eulogy following the latter’s name indicates 
that the text was written after his death in 726/1325. �gh� Buzurg, 
who has seen Majlis 3850 [current shelfmark: Majlis 1830] containing 
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Ibn Kamm�na’s exchange with Ba�r�n�, together with the other faw�
id 
and mugh�la	�t, has no doubt that all are by Ibn Kamm�na: “al-Faw�
id 

li-�Izz al-Dawla Ibn Kammuna, faw�
id mutafarriqa wa-f�hi al-mugh�la	�t lah�” 
(Dhar��a, vol. 16, p. 318 no. 1478). M�rz� Mu�ammad ��hir Tunk�bun� 
(d. 1320/1941–42), the previous owner of  this codex (see cat. vol. 5, pp. 
270–73), attributed the last part of  the text to K�tib�. It is, however, not 
clear where he suggested “the last part” should start.

The manuscripts do not support the conclusion that Ibn Kamm�na 
collected all these notes together, or even wrote them, and it is certain 
only that the �rst epistle addressed to Ba�r�n� was composed by him.

(Dhar��a, vol. 16, p. 318 no. 1478)

Beginning of  f�
idat Ibn Kamm�na:—

 �C � ��B� #-�� ���� 32 _��
&� �� Y2
$� £'5}5�� >�#�
� �/
� :>T'52 �m� ��½� 	/
 9��#&
. . . ��
&�� �( �� ���� 3B\ �� U'B§ U��

Beginning of  Ba�r�n�’s reply:—

 �'n� £#5Jn� q�'n �� �	�" @A� U�C + �,u `�
M.
� ��½� !#52 N��� >�{/
� �Z8 [#z�
. . . ���� U#B�v �	��V�$� P�'n� U#B�v �	��V�$� 0�
� FG �'n� r� >�#�
� �/
�

Manuscripts

�kh�nd 1187/76, ff. 348b:8–349a:1 (cat. pp. 1481–82).
Majlis 1830/13 pp. 56–57; copied apparently in 1058/1648–49 by 

Mu�ammad b. 	usayn al-�Aq�l� al-Astar�b�d� (cat. vol. 5, pp. 
271–72).

Rag�p Pa
a 1461, ff. 346b:7–347a:2, 12.8 × 18 cm, 21 lines to a page.
�adr al-D�n al-Ma�all�t� 17/6, f. 45a, 9.5 × 16.8 cm, copied in 1056/

1646–47. The manuscript contains only the f�
ida of  Ibn Kamm�na, 
followed by the reply ( jaw�b) of  Ba�r�n�, but none of  the other faw�
id 
that follow thereupon in all other three manuscripts. The codex was 
given to the Kh�nq�h-� A�madiyya Library in Shiraz, the current 
shelfmark being no. 695 (cat. p. 273).
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Edition

Chapter Three, Text Seven

1.5.6. Correspondence with Fakhr al-D�n al-K�sh�

Extant in a single manuscript is Ibn Kamm�na’s correspondence with 
Fakhr al-D�n al-K�sh�.

Beginning (Esad Efendi 3642/8, f. 168a:3–14):—

 U#B�� ¬
#� ¦�Z�� D4u#/
� U#�V�K
�� !'?A� !#/�
� 3�/
� s#.ª� *� ~#5BO� �
��V��
 �"�z [#��2� #-��){� u#�J&�� Y�2 k�û 0¯ �� #-Z8 Y�#¯ ¬
� s�'�/5�� #-��){�
 �%& 9�'n'� U'B§ ¬
� u'R
� ��
 h#�&#� #?0¯ h#��6 >�){$� ; #-n#�J)� !��� ; #52
 �� !'?A� ��� �	
 ��� .#5?�#a� £#ZJ�� U#�V�K
�  �#� 9�'n'� 0¯ �!'?A� �#� 3/�
�
 �P'
#l  #52  yu�� 
jÝ��  ÷&#� #5?���  D�	Î #-��	û �#ç�V���  Y�B\�  ��Þ�C  Ð#�J)��
 ¦�T� `#5�n� k�n 0¯ 3/�
� 9�'n'$� u'R
� r�5Î k��
� �u#�� �'n'� #5-�� 3R#

. . . ¦�Z
� U� ^6 � :!'��& �]? �tª �G�� .!#/�
� 3�/
� ³5�$� '?�

End (Esad Efendi 3642/8, f. 169a:15–18):—

 .w{Qi��  �]?  *�  Ðu#´�  ;  @A�  '?  cj���  �
���  ¦�T  ;  #�  '?  #5-��  k8���
 P�'n� �Z̈� @�#-
� +� .#?
2G E� >z#� � h#�"� ^B¡�
� #-C r&�Z" �
j� s�#5J)� #Z?#?�

.��,u�

Manuscripts

Esad Efendi 3642/8, ff. 168a–169a, 11.5 × 19.4 cm, 18 lines to a page 
[Su
�l sa
alah� Fakhr al-D�n al-K�sh� min al-�All�ma Ibn Kamm�na]. The 
copy of  the tract itself  is not dated, but some other writings in the 
codex written by a single hand have dated colophons (f. 134b: 28 
Rab�� I 752/25 May 1351; f. 153a: 3 Sha�b�n 753/13 September 
1352 bi-baldat 	illa) (cat. 1885, p. 265).
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Edition

Chapter Three, Text Eight

1.5.7. Correspondence with Ibn al-Fuwa	�

Ibn al-Fuwa�� writes in his Majma� al-�d�b f� mu�jam al-alq�b (ed. M. K��im, 
vol. 1, pp. 190–91; transl. Nemoy: “New Data,” p. 508): “. . . He was 
sought by many people who wished to pro�t by his instruction. It so 
happened that I myself  was prevented from meeting him personally by 
an illness which overtook me, but I wrote him requesting him to let me 
have a token of  his instruction, so that I might embellish my work with 
it. He wrote in reply, through my colleague and friend Shams al-D�n 
Mu�ammad b. Ab� al-Rab��, the calculator, known as al-	ashaf, in the 
year 683:

Keep knowledge always away from ignorant people,
And do not entrust it to him who is un�t for it.

He will only use it for violent, hateful, and evil purposes,
And his lack of  intelligence will turn it into ignorance.

Always guard it zealously from him,
And seek not excellence from him who has none to start with . . .”

Editions

Ibn al-Fuwa��: Talkh�� majma� al-�d�b f� mu�jam al-alq�b. Ed. Mu��af� 
Jaw�d. Damascus 1962, vol. 4 i, pp. 159–61 no. 189.

Ibn al-Fuwa��: Majma� al-�d�b f� mu�jam al-alq�b 1–6. Ed. Mu�ammad al-
K��im. Tehran 1416/1995–96, vol. 1, pp. 190–91.

1.6. Poetry

1.6.1. Poetry I
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Manuscripts

Majlis 630/3, p. 20. This piece of  poetry is not mentioned in the 
catalogue (cat. vol. 2, pp. 388–89), yet was identi�ed by D�nishpazh�h 
in the preface (d�b�chah) to his edition of  Na��r al-D�n al-��s�’s Akhl�q-

i mu�tasham� (Tehran 1377/1998, p. b�st u nuh).
Mahdaw� 591 bay��. Facsimile edited as Jung-i Mahdaw�. T�r�kh-i kit�bat 

az 753 qamar� be ba�d. Ch�p-i �aks� az r�-yi nuskha-yi kha		�-yi Kit�bkh�na-

yi Duktur A�ghar Mahdaw�. Tehran: Iran University Press, 1380/2002, 
p. 193.

Edition

Chapter Three, Text Nine

1.6.2. Poetry II

Another piece of  poetry is contained in Ibn Kamm�na’s reply to Ibn 
al-Fuwa��, see above, Section 1.5.7.

2. Works of  Uncertain Authenticity

2.1. �all ishk�l�t al-Ish�r�t

The treatise which is extant in a single manuscript (Vaz�r� 2377/5, 
ff. 49–77) was copied in Sha�b�n 956/August–September 1549 and 
consists of  two unconnected parts. The unconventional beginning of  
each part suggests that both are extracts from two different texts. The 
text itself  contains no indication either of  its author or title. The only 
indication that Ibn Kamm�na is its author is the table of  contents in the 
codex (f. 1b), which also gives the title which clearly refers to the second 
part only. That the title is in Persian (�all-i ishk�l�t-i Ish�r�t) suggests that 
it was added later on.

Part One (ff. 49b–52b:5) contains two sections; the �rst, which seems 
incomplete in the beginning, deals with the Aristotelian proof  of  the 
existence of  God on the basis of  cause and effect.
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Beginning of  Part One (f. 49b:1–5):—

 '? �
= E� HI-JK( U�� �C {& �s�'�/�� 3�� �� >.2
� �| 32 k%)

� �,

� + k�µ
 3QC� �l 
jÝ� k��
�� �>�?#ZJ� 0¯ �� >�?#ZJ� U'B§ U� #�� ��� �( U� �!'�/� ¦�
 ��
 �C {& h#/� �'n'� r4'
� �� r.Q
� Y�(
§ @G ��� �� u���� 32 U� 
2G �%) s#�/�.Q
� ;
 *� ¶´� FG �� ~	n *� ¶j k?'
� N.=�� ���� k�/$� ¶´� ®
&� h#�?#ZJ� U'B� U��

. . . �]B? ������ ; !'�
�� .�/4'� ; u'2]� '? #�

The second section ( fa�l ) deals with God’s knowledge; it starts as follows 
(f. 50b:12–13):—

 '
 �T� h#%K�8 h��'n� Ðu#  �� 9�'n'$� 9u'R
� ¦�
 '? �'�/$� U� k��� h#�"� ��{2 �� 3R&
. . . !#¿ �#�
� �]?� #Z
 h#�'�/� h#%K�8 h��'n� �'n'� 32 U#B\ E#/( �5�� ; F]2 U#2

End of  Part One (f. 52b:2–5):—

 yu#.$� !�$� �]? ; !�	­v�� k��/
� 
��� �]? 0��( ; ���� !'/$�� ��
� £'n
$� �T� k̈Ù�
 >.(
� E� k-�� Dl#�V¡$�� �#/
� FG 3Ï� E� �'¡
� 3¿ E� y�#.8 �� D��#/
� 
��� k"
B\�

.D/|� �f� �g *� + *i� k"
B\� �Ü

� k%)

� �T� ^T� N¡/
�

Part Two (ff. 52b:6–77a) contains commentaries on twelve remarks 
from Ibn S�n�’s Ish�r�t, and one on a remark from his al-Mabda
 wa-l-

ma��d. The author refers to Ibn S�n� as ���ib Kit�b al-Ish�r�t or ���ib al-

kit�b. Each commentary is introduced with a complete or partial quote 
of  the respective words of  Ibn S�n�. None of  the material contained 
in Part Two is taken from Ibn Kamm�na’s commentary on Ibn S�n�’s 
Ish�r�t (see above, Section 1.1.1), and the overall style of  the entire text 
is different from Ibn Kamm�na’s usual style.

The twelve remarks from the Ish�r�t commented on are taken 
exclusively from the second part of  Ish�r�t on philosophy, to the exclusion 
of  the �rst part on logic. Moreover, none of  the remarks of  nama	 three 
(psychology) and nama	 nine and ten (mysticism) are commented on. 
With the exception of  the �rst, the remarks are introduced as mas
ala. 
The text seems complete at the end, as the last remark is entitled al-

mas
ala al-akh�ra (f. 73b). The remarks are arranged, as the author himself  
asserts (f. 64a:12–15), in an order that is different from the order that 
they appear in the Ish�r�t.
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The following remarks of  Ibn S�n� are commented on in Part Two of  
the text (reference is given to Mujtab� al-Z�ra��’s edition of  Ibn S�n�’s 
Ish�r�t (Qum 1381/2002) with the respective nama	 and ish�ra / tanb�h 
indicated in square brackets:

 >%��� 9�B\� U� k��� {�� 3z �'n'
� Yn�'
� �v� >�T���� ; ��{2 õ� (15–6:[52) [1]

 ~�	n� s#�R
� r4'" U� 3Ï� s�%� U'B� U� #5?��� D-n� *� �'n'
� Yn�� s�G �8
 U�el� ['n'
� �C Ue�" kª h#�#� �'n'
� r4'" U� #� 3Ï�� ~�	n� �� . . . s�A� U'B%& s�A�
 ['n'
  �#��  '? #�  FG u#6�� 3R�
��  ¦K��  �� >.2
�  s�A�  U'B%&  ¦K��  3R�
�
 ~�	n�� !'�/� '? ~�	n�� �� Y2
$�� ~�	n�� !'�/� '? ~�	n�� �� Y2
$� UL& �'n'
�
 U� `#1
� �z'
�� h#%&#6 hº#�C �/4'� ; �]? DC �l� �#� �]? 3R�
�� ¦K�� �� Y2
$� ��
 [#�2 Y)#i ��u� @A� '? `#1
� �z'
� �]?� �'n'
� Yn�� #5-�� ���� 32 U��G U'B�
 Yn�� �T� . . . FG �Z�/( U#2 U� D/�$� �'n'
� Yn�� :!#�& r4'$� �]? ; . . . s�u#6v�

. . . ([18/4] 270 &) P0¯ �'n� Yn�� {& �'n'
�

 U� k��� ([1/2] 213 &) !�W�( � s#-n E� U�0¡� í#Z
� U� :�
j� ���� (4:�57) [2]

. . . k��� s#.ª� *� U#?ù
� �]?

 �2���� U'B� �l y
M�$� �Z8 >.V�K
� !�̈.( U� k�/( �T�� :�
j� ���� (14–13:�59) [3]

. . . >���æ� s#-�� U� �5�� #$ ([14/2] 221 &) �2�� �Z8 U'B� U� Y}%& y
M�$��

 282 &) �%& �B� � 3Wl � �B� � #� �/C ��#O� :�'l :�
j� ���� (5–4:[60) [4]

. . . #5?��� U#�
��� #-%& 9u#6v� P]? U� k��� ([4/5]

 283 &) P
jf E� !#� 0�( r� �� �B5" � ��̈Þ�
� U�� :�
j� ���� (10–9:[61) [5]

 >2
M�� £'4'$� k��� '? @A� y
M�$� s#.ª�� U#�	
� >Q��'C >2
O� s#.ª� '? ([5/5]

. . . >2
O� >Q��'C

 &) 9u#6v� 
jf E� �/Ql '?� �Q�V�µ HI-JK" k��� :�'l :���$� (1:[64–15:�64) [6]

 �#/C��  © ¬
�  N5/
�� ®
/
�� !'Q
�  U�  9u#6v� P]? �� D.(  �T�  k���  ([28/1]  204

. . . k��� �� ; 9G'j�� ���
 >�'��� >ª{1
�

 s�'�/$� �� �B� � >2
O� #?'' r�( #� >-�� �T#2 #$ :�'l :>�T#1
� ���$� (6–4:�66) [7]

 �T� k��� ([33/1] 207 &) 9u#6v� !�#��( #-/4'
 s#-�� U'B� U� Y}%& #-
 r4� � ¬
�
. . . �'n� DC �l
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 9u#6v� 
jf E� r4� s�G >-�� �T#2 #$ �T� #:�#B)�� :>1
#1
� ���$� (12–11:�66) [8]

. . . h#�"� �]?� >2
O� �� #-T'2 '?� �%& 
��� >�%�) D.( #$ ([34/1] 208 &)

 k?'
�� ¦O� ; 3 �" ��� �'n'� 32 U#2 '
 :�'l :>/C�

� ���$� (11–10:�67) [9]

 E� k��Z" �'n'$� U� ��� D.( �l� Ô/$� >ò�� ���$� P]? ([3/4] 264 &) #?
jf E�
. . . !'�/�� í'�¿

 #-
 �'�� 
�� ; N��(� #-T#�8�C Ã��ö ~#�V6� 32 :>��#´� ���$� (2:[68–11:�68) [10]

 0¯ �]?� ���� �q� s#���o5�� U'B%& �C Ã��ö #� �q�'
 �� h#�q� �%& N��( #� U'B� U� #�L&
 . h{C#�J� h#���¼ ���'
� �	�" @A� U'B%& �%& N��( #$ h#�q� �C Ã��ö #� U'B� U� #��� �
B��
 U� #��� �
B�� 0¯ �]?� .�C Ã��ö #$ ®
8 h#4u#� �%& N��( #� U'B� U� #��� �
B�� �]?�
 ([16/4] 270–269 &) 
B�� 0¯ h#�"� �]?� .�%& N��( #$ ®
8 h#4u#� �C Ã��ö #� U'B�
 #-��  ��ì ¬
�  Y�K
��  #-4u�'8�  #:�q�'
�  ~#�V6��  N�#�)  ��  �#�l�  >/Cu�  #-��  U�  k���

. . . #?���

 E� �z�Ä�� rZ Äi� 3/Ä& #Z
'l ³Z/� 3�' U� #Z��� Y« >��#�
� ���$� (6–4:[69) [11]

 �'�/$� U� ��� U#�C �{B\� �]? ([2/5] 280 &) P
jf E� #:�'-�� �� >Q�V�t
� ~�	n��
. . . �ª��� ; � P�'n� ; ���� E� Ð#�ì

 Y?�]� #��� Ü�.
� ; �
�
� Y?�]� '-& ¶5Z
� 
jf ; ¬
� ���$� (10–7:[71) [12]

 ... 0 �� Y?]$� �.V6 �u'T º� �� �Z8 [#JB\� ; ÃZR$� P
2G . . . #-�
� >z#� {& �
�
�
([12/5] 288 &) . . . Y?]$� FG �| �� w° [#JB\� Y)#i UL&

 '? �#/$�� ��.$� [#�2 �� ©� [#JB\� �]? 0¯ �� ¬
� 90 �� ���$� (–3:[73) [13]

 0¯ y
M�$�� 0¯ y
��� y
¿ �� � �C � y
M�
� U�

End of  Part Two (f. 77a:4–8):—

 �]-�&  Ðu#   ��  >2
��  3�/
�  #-�M�"  �'n'
�  ;  >�5���  U�  Å� #�  r�|  ��  D.J& . . .
 >�5��� ; s{ �½� �� y
�� U#2 '
 3C �]B? �B� �� 
jÝ� U�� h#2
MJ� k��� u#i
 
�� '-& ¶�#�t
� '? @A� ¦K�� h#�M��� P#Z�/n #�� h#2
MJ� k�n 32 U#B\ #-
 s#�'�$��
 �{�
�� 9{R
�� ����� k��8 3i� '-& h��%n 3R�
� �]? k-&#& Ðu#  �� 3�/
� �4
/"

.k( .�f� �g *�
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Colophon (f. 77a:9–13):—

 Ñ) �� ±/C ��� 9#�O� ['ª ��� £	bT @A� �#� ; 3�#�$� P]? w° Y)#i U#2 #$ :3%l
 #-��Z" U� >�%n Pu�� ; �$ �C {& D.
� �� º� �n
j �G� :!#�& ��%& �&�" @A� U#B$� �8

.(*, U#./6 ; k( .Pu�� �8

Manuscript

Vaz�r� 2377/5, ff. 49–77, 13 × 19 cm, 16 lines to a page; copied in 
Sha�b�n 965/May–June 1558 (cat. vol. 4, p. 1269).
[Micro�lm copy: �st�n-i Quds micro�lm 14473].

2.2. Min ta��l�q al-�ak�m �Izz al-Dawla Abi l-Ri�� Ibn Kamm�na (Ta�r�f�t)

The text, extant in a single manuscript (Esad Efendi 3642/7), lacks both 
conventional beginning and end and may consist of  notes from a larger 
text—there is no intelligible context to connect the respective terms 
and examples discussed. The only indication that Ibn Kamm�na is the 
author is to be found in the heading (f. 166a): min ta��l�q al-�ak�m �Izz al-

Dawla Abi l-Ri�� Ibn Kamm�na. An additional heading ta�r�f�t was added 
on the upper margin of  the text (f. 166a) by a different, certainly later 
hand; the same hand has added titles to various writings throughout the 
codex; some of  them are inaccurate, which suggests that the title given 
to this tract should not be relied upon. The title “ta�r�f�t Ibn Kamm�na” is 
also to be found on the title page of  the codex (f. Ia) by a third, different 
hand. The copy of  the tract itself  is not dated, but some other writings 
in the codex which are written in a single hand have dated colophons 
(f. 134b: 28 Rab�� I 752/25 May 1351; f. 153a: 3 Sha�b�n 753/13 
September 1352 bi-baldat 	illa). It is possible that these notes were taken 
from some of  Ibn Kamm�na’s glosses; at least, there are similarities in 
style with his Taqr�b al-ma�ajja.

Beginning (Esad Efendi 3642/7, f. 166a:3–5):—

 ��#.�$� 
-& ��'-�� �B§ U� !���� h��çJ� �� h��BJ� U'B� U� #�� ÷���� Í#�
�� k�V��( �z�
. . . ®u��� ~#5�
#2
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End (Esad Efendi 3642/7, f. 167b:10–13):—

 #� h>�
 �#�Z
� #-%& UG#�V�$� u'��� ; ��
� £'n
$� h#�{Qi�� ¦��� ���� h>�
 u�R
�� . . .
.�$� u'�� �C k��Z" @A� U#��v� h#�{Qi� bk�Zb" #�� �%& k�Z"

Manuscript

Esad Efendi 3642/7, ff. 166a–167b, 11.5 × 19.4 cm, 18 lines to a page 
(cat. 1885, p. 265).

Edition

Chapter Three, Text Four

2.3. Mas�
il mutafarriqa wa-faw�
id mushattata

This collection of  various su
�l�t, nukat and faw�
id on various logical 
problems, extant in a single manuscript (Rag�p Pa
a 1481, ff. 283b–290a), 
was written, according to Ramazan �e
en, by Ibn Kamm�na (Mukht�r�t, 
p. 144). The manuscript itself  contains no evidence that would support 
this. �e
en may have been led to his conclusion because the preceding 
item in the same codex (ff. 278a–290a) is Ibn Kamm�na’s Maq�la f� anna 

wuj�d al-nafs abad� wa-baq�
ah� sarmad� (see above, Section 1.3.10).

Beginning (Rag�p Pa
a 1481, ff. 283b:21–284a:1):—

 ��/
� 3C#�( Y2
$�� �
�$� ÷���� DC 3C#��
� 3Wl H�Q�� !�ë� >J�¡� ���'&� >l
�J� 3�#��
 3B\� �'n� �	
 ��� P0 �̄ �
�$� �� Y2
$� Y2
� � U� ��� �	�" �T� 3=� FG� >B�$��

. . . ~	�� ��� r�

End (Rag�p Pa
a 1481, ff. 289b:20–290a:2):—

 y
M�$� ~Ì
� FG �8 (�) �?�G �� >���/� >�T#��v� U#?G�� r�| #Z4
& '
 º� :!#�" �
 ���/T� ��/" � hpu#.�8� h�
�� U#2 '�& ~Ì
� FA ¶�'�
� N%�a 9u�Ñ
� k�/T ºL& D&
Q
��
 (�) >���Z
� ~p#��
�� [. . .]�#2 
��� ¦�ZC ���¿ c�¢ #� u'��� �� U� :!'�T º� u#.�8��

.9��#& 3%t�
� �]? �� ¶�'�
� U'B� � k�& >"u#.�8� u'�� �� Ðu#´� ; 9�'n'� ���
�
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Manuscript

Rag�p Pa
a 1481, ff. 283b–290a, copied in the 8th/14th century (cf. 
Mukht�r�t, p. 144; Naw�dir, vol. 1, p. 166).

2.4. Kit�b f� l-man	iq wa-l-	ab��a wa-m� ba�dah� (Kit�b f� l-�ikma)

An extensive treatise on philosophy, composed following the request by 
ba�� al-	alaba al-mustarshid�n. The authorship of  the work as one by Ibn 
Kamm�na is questionable. Neither introduction, colophon nor the text 
itself  contain any indication that it is by Ibn Kamm�na. All three extant 
copies of  the work are contained in codices with other works by Ibn 
Kamm�na. The earliest of  the three known manuscript copies (completed 
in 720/1320) is Ayasofya 2446, which also contains Ibn Kamm�na’s al-

Jad�d f� l-�ikma (ff. 1–176b) and his Taqr�b al-ma�ajja (ff. 293b–308a). On 
the leaf  prior to f. 1a in reference to the contents of  the entire majm��a 
appears: kit�b�n li-Ibn Kamm�na f� l-�ikmiyy�t al-falsa�yya . . .). On f. 1b is 
indicated by a later hand: al-K�shif . . . li-Ibn Kamm�na, which is correct, 
as this treatise indeed starts on the same folio. On f. 177a is written in 
the same later hand: al-�ikma al-jad�da li-Ibn Kamm�na, which is correct 
if  it is supposed to refer back to the treatise ending on f. 176b (al-K�shif 
and al-�ikma al-jad�da being alternative titles for al-Jad�d f� l-�ikma). The 
manuscript contains no indication of  the title or the author of  the work 
under consideration.—The other two extant manuscripts of  the work, 
which Ritter tentatively dates to the 9th/15th (Ayasofya 2447) and 11th/
17th century (Esad Efendi 1933) respectively, have title pages: in Ayasofya 
2447 on f. 3a: Kit�b f� l-�ikma ta
l�f  al-faylas�f  al-k�mil al-f��il �Izz al-Dawla 

Sa�d b. Man��r Ibn Kamm�na . . . and in Esad Efendi 1933 on f. 1a: h�dh� l-
Kit�b f� l-�ikma ta
l�f  al-�ak�m al-f��il wa-l-faylas�f  al-k�mil �Izz al-Dawla Sa�d b. 

Man��r b. Kamm�na. . . . In Esad Efendi 1933, the treatise is also mentioned 
with Ibn Kamm�na as author on the table of  contents prior to f. 1a.

On the basis of  a mistake that is to be found in all three manuscripts 
(cf. Ayasofya 2446/2, f. 214a, Ayasofya 2447/1, f. 25b, Esad Efendi 
1933/1, f. 17a where it says al-q��ida al-r�bi�a instead of  al-q��ida al-s�bi�a, 
as would be required by the context), it seems safe to assume that all three 
copies belong to the same textual transmission, although it is unlikely that 
Esad Efendi 1933/1 and Ayasofya 2447/1 were copied from Ayasofya 
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2446/2: two diagrams, included in Esad Efendi 1933/1 and Ayasofya 
2447/1, are missing in Ayasofya 2446/2 (ff. 233b, 254b); moreover, 
each of  the three sections of  the text—logic, physics, metaphysics—is 
preceded in Ayasofya 2446/2 by the basmallah—something that is not 
found in the two other manuscripts. It is thus more likely that all three 
manuscripts were either copied from the same source or go back to the 
same archetype. The fact that the earliest of  the manuscripts lacks any 
indication of  the title that is found in the later copies, suggests that this 
was also the case with their respective source or archetype.

There are other formal indications arguing against authorship by Ibn 
Kamm�na. One of  the characteristics of  his systematic independent 
philosophical treatises is that they are arranged in a strictly even manner. 
Al-Jad�d f� l-�ikma consists of  seven abw�b each containing seven fu��l; al-

Ma	�lib al-muhimma consists of  seven fu��l each containing seven ab��th; 
Kalim�t waj�za consists of  two jumal, each containing two abw�b consisting 
of  �ve fu��l each; in none of  these treatises does he arrange the material 
according to the tripartite scheme logic-physics-metaphysics. The text 
structure of  the Kit�b f� l-�ikma is strikingly different; it comprises the 
three disciplines of  knowledge, viz. logic, physics and metaphysics, and 
even within these the work does not reveal a comparably even division. 
Al-�ilm al-awwal f� l-man	iq is subdivided into 6 maq�l�t; maq�la 1 comprises 
10 q��ida, maq�la 2: 2 q��ida, maq�la 3: 2 q�n�n (q�n�n 1 comprising 8 q��ida, 
q�n�n 2: 4 q��ida), maq�la 4: 14 q��ida, maq�la 5: no further subdivision, 
maq�la 6: 2 fann (fann 1 comprising 5 q��ida, fann 2: no further subdivision). 
Al-�ilm al-th�n� wa-huwa al-�ilm al-	ab��� is subdivided into 2 maq�l�t; maq�la 
1: no further subdivision, maq�la 2 comprises 5 fann, fann 1: 6 q��ida, fann 
2 & 3: no further subdivision, fann 4: 3 q��ida, fann 5: 3 q��ida. Al-�ilm al-

il�h� is subdivided into 5 maq�l�t, maq�la 1: 13 q��ida, maq�la 2: 3 q��ida, 
maq�la 3: 7 q��ida, maq�la 4 & 5: no further subdivision.

Moreover, there are doctrinal reasons for assuming that the work is 
not one of  Ibn Kamm�na’s writings. In his discussion on the soul, the 
author of  the work maintains that the soul has no existence prior to 
the body; he moreover rejects the notion of  tan�sukh (Ayasofya 2446, 
ff. 261bff; Ayasofya 2447, ff. 58bff; Esad Efendi 1933, ff. 36bff ). Both 
doctrines contradict the doctrinal position of  Ibn Kamm�na, who 
upheld the pre-eternity of  the soul in all his authenticated writings and 
had a more favourable view of  metempsychosis.
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M�nuw�, who inspected one manuscript of  the work (Esad Efendi 
1933) in 1956, also seriously doubted the authenticity of  this treatise 
as a work by Ibn Kamm�na. He speci�cally pointed out that the 
anonymous author refers by way of  example to the river Nile, which is 
a highly unlikely thing for a writer from Baghdad to do. He assumes that 
the work was written in the 4th/10th century (Mujtab� M�nuw�: “Az 
khaz��in-i Turkiyah.” In M�nuw� bar gustara-yi adabiyy�t-i f�rs�. Majm��a-yi 

maq�l�t. Ed. M�hmun�r M�nuw�. Tehran 1381/200, pp. 231–33].

Beginning (Ayasofya 2446/2, f. 177b:1–11):—

 *� 9{R
��  ���O��  s#-���  ®#/C��  �8 P�$�  �'n'
��  9��'
�  Yn�'
  �Õ#&  �/C  #��
 h�#�2 kÙ r|� U� ���6e�$� >.�Q
� ±/C Ç
�� ��& �/C� k��� u'-¡$� 3��
� Y)#i
 E� h#���� Pu#RJj� U'B� � ��� P�/C #�� >/�.Q
�� NQZ$� Ç8� >ª{1
� �'�/
� *� hp�#�
 FG ; h#%n�u P'��� #� k-J�/��� P'.�= #� E� k-�Wn�& !{�v� E� hp�ë� �"'Q( �� !#5?v�
 ��� ��#a #5%& #Z5R/" U� !� �'!V�$� '?� �#-6�� �#%l �Z8 >Q.�
�� �#/$� ; q'�
�  ��)
 >�V�� ��-5(  *� 35�V¡� NQZ$�  !��� k�/
�  ; ��
$�� >�Z$�  >"#¯  #Z��."  U�� �#� ��  �&

�

. . . s�#��

End (Ayasofya 2446/2, ff. 293b:8–294a:3):—

 FG kÙ [
�"� �T'5-�" #� Y�) *� 9�#/�
�� 9�#�¡
� �� ���� 35�V¡� #�� �#/$� kª . . .
 �{Jj��� 90O� ; k-/l'" #� k-�(�" �� #?'�
�  ¬
� ~#�V6��� #-T'&
/" ¬
� !#Ï��� [ÑC
 #� kª >%K"½� s��#./
�� s#�#Q
� N�/�" #� FG �/C kÙ D." kª �#Z/
� �2� �#��
� k�8���
 *� u#2]�
� kÙ Yn'" #� kÙ ¦�
� 
BZ$� �8 k-�-Z"� ��
/$� k?
��"� s{�#/$� N�/�"
 k5�" #� 3/�" U�� !'W�
� P'���" U� + �Z8 �� FG U� kÙ D." U�� �'.V�#��" � U� ���½�
 >"#�2� >�Zê s#-%tZ�
� �� º
2G #5%&� spù
� N
#  �Z8 s��#/�
� kÙ 35B§� s�0´� �C

.>"��-
� + P�"� �$

Manuscripts

Ayasofya 2446/2, ff. 177b–294a, 12.5 × 18 cm, 13 lines to a page; copy 
completed on 20 Jum�d� I 720/28 June 1320 in 	alab (cat. p. 363).
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Ayasofya 2447/1, ff. 1–77b, 14 × 24.3 cm, 17 lines to a page. The title 
page has Kit�b f� l-�ikma ta
l�f  al-faylas�f  al-k�mil al-f��il �Izz al-Dawla 

Sa�d b. Man��r Ibn Kamm�na. Copied in 9th/15th century (Ritter II, 
p. 58).

Esad Efendi 1933/1, ff. 1–49a, 16.3 × 25.2 cm, 19 lines to a page. The 
title page has Kit�b f� l-�ikma ta
l�f  al-faylas�f  al-k�mil al-f��il �Izz al-

Dawla Sa�d b. Man��r Ibn Kamm�na. Above the title on f. 1a is written: 
Majm��a min ras�
il f� l-�ikmiyy�t f� awwalih� ris�lat�n li-Ibn Kamm�na. 
Copied in 11th/17th century (Ritter II, p. 61; cat. Ritter/Uppsala, 
p. 65).
[Micro�lm copies: AUB 15/1 (cat. 1985, p. 493); D�nishg�h micro�lm 
535 (cat. 1969–84, vol. 1, p. 496); fotograph copy: M�nuw� 294 (cat. 
p. 138)].

2.5. al-K�f� al-kab�r f� l-ku�l

A work on ophthalmology ascribed to Ibn Kamm�na by �adaqa 
b. Ibr�h�m al-Mi�r� al-	anaf� al-Sh�dhil� (8th/14th or 9th/15th 
century) in his al-�Umda al-ku�liyya f� l-amr�d al-ba�ariyya. Sh�dhil� refers 
to Ibn Kamm�na as “Sa�d Ibn Kamm�na ���ib al-K�f� al-kab�r”, “Ibn 
Kamm�na j�mi� al-Kit�b al-K�f�”, “���ib al-K�f� al-kab�r”, “���ib Kit�b al-

K�f�”, and “Sa�d Ibn Kamm�na”. His quotes from the Kit�b al-K�f�, which 
is apparently not extant, show that Ibn Kamm�na treated a number of  
cases in 	alab.14 Whether the author of  the Kit�b al-K�f� was Sa�d b. 
Man��r Ibn Kamm�na cannot be conclusively decided on the sole basis 
of  Sh�dhil�’s testimony. However, since there is strong evidence that Ibn 
Kamm�na spent most of  his professional life in Baghdad, it is unlikely 
that he treated patients in 	alab at any stage of  his life. Moreover, 
there is no other evidence con�rming that Ibn Kamm�na was indeed 

14 The possibility that the Kit�b al-K�f� is extant yet so far has not been identi�ed 
should not be ruled out. The numerous quotations by Sh�dhil� from this work might 
help to identify it. See �adaqa b. Ibr�h�m al-Sh�dhil�: al-�Umda al-ku�liyya f� l-amr�� al-

ba�ariyya. Ms. Munich 834, ff. 34a:16ff, 55b:10ff, 55b:17ff, 59b:2ff, 75a:21ff, 77b:16ff, 
80b:10ff, 141b:4ff, 148b:4. For the respective references in the manuscript copy of  
the text in St. Petersburg, see Victor Rosen: Les manuscrits arabes de l’Institut des Langues 

Orientales. St. Petersburg 1877 (reprinted Amsterdam 1971), pp. 101–2.
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a physician. On the other hand, there are other likely candidates for 
the “Ibn Kamm�na” or “Sa�d Ibn Kamm�na” mentioned by Sh�dhil�. 
One possibility would be Ibn Kamm�na’s grandfather who was also 
called “Sa�d”. Moreover, we know of  a contemporary of  Ibn Kamm�na 
by the name of  Abu l-Q�sim Sa��d b. Ma��l� b. Fut�� Ibn Kamm�na15 
who might also qualify.

(Rosen: Manuscrits arabes, p. 101; Steinschneider: Arabische Literatur, 
p. 239 no. 2; GALS, vol. 1, p. 769; Ullmann: Medizin, pp. 213–14)

2.6. al-Tadhkira f� l-K�miy�

The title is included by modern scholars among the works of  Ibn 
Kamm�na on the basis of  the information provided by 	�jj� Khal�fa. 
However, the authenticity of  the work as one by Ibn Kamm�na is 
doubtful. One of  	�jj� Khal�fa’s sources presumably was (directly 
or indirectly) Shih�b al-D�n al-Qalqashand�’s (d. 821/1418) �ub� al-

a�sh� f� �in��at al-insh�
, completed in 814/1412. Qalqashand� lists the 
work under the heading amthal kutub al-isl�miyy�n within the discipline 
of  k�miy� and does not offer any speci�cs as to the name of  its author, 
“Ibn Kamm�na”.16 Since it is well known that the names “Kamm�na” 
and “Ibn Kamm�na” were relatively frequent also among Muslims 
(see above, Section 2.5), it seems likely on the basis of  the evidence of  
Qalqashand� that here a different, Muslim, Ibn Kamm�na is meant.

(Kashf  al-�un�n, vol. 1, p. 393; MS, vol. 1, p. 346; Steinschneider: 
Arabische Literatur, p. 240 no. 6).

15 See N�j� Ma�r�f: T�r�kh �ulam�
 al-Mustan�iriyya 1–2. Baghdad 1379/1959, vol. 2, 
p. 339.—For other possible candidates, see Mu�sin Am�n: A�y�n al-sh��a, vol. 7, pp. 
442–3 (�l Kamm�na).

16 Shih�b al-D�n al-Qalqashand�: �ub� al-a�sh� f� �in��at al-insh�
 1–14. Cairo 1913–16, 
vol. 1, p. 475.
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EDITIONS OF SELECTED WRITINGS OF IBN KAMM�NA

Text 1
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The following edition is based on the following manuscripts:

� = �st�n-i Quds 855
� = Majlis 593/1, pp. 3–40s
� = Fâtih 3141/5, ff. 266a–286b
� = Mishk�t 861/16
� = Mar�ash� 12868, ff. 40a–59b
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Text 2

Ithb�t al-mabda� wa-�if�tih� wa-l-�amal al-muqarrib il� ll�h

The edition is based on the single known manuscript of  the text found 
in the collection of  Mu�ammad Al� Raw��t� in Isfahan. It was available 
to us on the basis of  the micro�lm copy extant in the Central Library 
of  Tehran University (micro�lm no. 2712). The manuscript is partly 
corrupt, but it was possible to make a number of  ementions on the 
basis of  a comparison with Ibn Kamm	na’s Kalim�t waj�za mushtamila 

�al� nukat la��fa f� l-�ilm wa-l-�amal (= Text 1), of  which the text presented 
here is a more concise version.
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196 CHAPTER THREE

Text 3

Taqr�b al-ma�ajja wa-tahdh�b al-�ujja

The edition is based on the following manuscripts:
è = Ayasofya 2447/2, ff. 77b–87a
� = Ayasofya 2446/4, ff. 294b–308a
Ë = Esad Efendi 1933/2, ff. 49b–55a
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Text 4

Min ta��l�q al-	ak�m �Izz al-Dawla Abi l-Ri
� Ibn Kamm�na

The edition is based on the only known manuscript, ms. Esad Efendi 
3642/7, ff. 166a–167b

[����� 
�� 8$)>
�%]

����YZ� 
�� $[
�� ní9� T.U� V4 ��Y�� ~/�$�% 
"

:=$)�I� �/Q�(% 27.
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Text 5

Correspondence with Na��r al-D�n al-��s�

The edition of  
	s�’s reply to Ibn Kamm	na which is the only extant part 
of  this correspondence is based on the following three manuscripts:
Å = �kh	nd 1187/61, ff. 267a–b [pp. 495–496]
� = Majlis 2938, ff. 165–166
� = Rag�p Pa�a 1461, ff. 258b–259a [253b–254a]

In addition, the edition of  �Abd All�h N	r�n� (in Collected Texts and Papers 

on Logic and Language. Eds. M. Mohaghghegh and T. Izutsu. Tehran 
1974, pp. 285–86) has been consulted. This edition which is supposedly 
based on a single manuscript (Majlis 2938) contains only the first part of  
the text. Possibly due to a technical error, the second part is replaced by 
a completely different text.

2[
4 m�3�� d��c 1 }���� 8$�­& 1CD. d����X� �Ã�� CD õG�X� n4�U� *$�9 
�- �Î�  
:��� ��. <$M�@ ������ �� $" P�=> û	 �>���X� |���� CD

m$)%�� �VG=Q�� N $" ;�. <�+���� m$)%�� �VG=Q�� N m�3�� d��c 1 }���� :�Ã�� 1 5�+ :*�+� 
}����  F$�  ��  :$3��+  Ë$Y��e  $�M!"  ä
s���  ��­�.  .2P=/G�  
"  z�r"  <�+�.  ��@  �+���� 
P=G�f" 
" �)�r" ��f" v%. .��(3��  kY4 <�+����  m$)%��  |$)=�N K$�)=!" F$YZ K$"VG=Q�" 
F$� K$�)=!" �+���� m$)%�� F$� $�G� F$YZ �+���� m$)%�� 2"V� K$=9� F$� $�G� }���� F$� �� :��Y� 
�� ´c F& �­  .´/Wc '¼ ��. <��/Q��  ��f" 2��(�  kY4 1 0�.�. .K$�)=!"  }���� 
.3�+���� m$)%�� �VG=Q�� N ��@ K$=9� m�3�� d��c 1 }���� F$� �� :��Y� �/¢� $3�$� ä
s��$@ 
K$"VG=Q�" F�Yj N 2%��­ 
j�(% CD �+���� m$)%�N K$"VG=Q�" 
Yj \ ��&. :5�(9 4�/G� $���9 �­ 
2/GD *$(> $" F�Yj F� J¥ �/G�W�� m�[�" FI <´/Wc '¼ ���. .d�.Ö�e �+���� m$)%�N 

.�D���X� �Û���� <CD :CD. 1

.�D���X� �Û����. � � � <P=G��� :P=G��� 2

.�D���X� �Û���� <�+���e :�+���� 3

.�D���X� �Û����. � � � <�/G��� :�/G�	 4
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F� 
YÂ N m�3�� d��c 1 5��	 ´�> N }���� F$� F&. <2/GD *$(> F� �3=Â N $À m�[�X� 
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Yj \ <J%$Y� ky� ��@ ,�>  
Õ F� 2"VG> N $" ;� :2�Y4 1 $3G+ 
�­ .�+�. ��@ �+���� m$)%�� 1$3> $" ;� :$3��+ kY��� F�Yj �½3�	. <��? 2�@ ��VG=Q�¶� ;�¥ 
d��c 1 }���� F$� �� :��Y� K$/¢� Ë$�(�� �$c ,
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�� :�=��. <[�+�. ��@] �+���� m$)%�� �VG=Q�� N $" ;�. <�+���� m$)%�� �VG=Q�� N ��@ K$=9� m�3�� 
CD 
̀4. 5$�9 
�- ��� .��G�X� ��)> N ���. <�+�. ��@ K$=9� m�3�� d��c 1 }���� F$� 
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" 2�@ $" F$/9 K$�+�f" 2±��� 

.5Å. ��W� 
j��U� 1 2��$�" ç$Ã3� ���=!"
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.�D���X� �Û���� 8.$)=% $3� 
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Text 6

Correspondence with Najm al-D�n al-K�tib�

The edition is based on the following �ve manuscripts:
è = Ayasofya 4862, ff. 269b–271a
, = �kh	nd 1187/67, ff. 290b–292b
�= Majlis 630/2, pp. 9–11
Ë = Majlis-i Sin� 286/5, ff. 39b–41b
� = Rag�p Pa�a 1461, ff. 276b–278b
� = Pertev Pa�a 617, ff. 173a–176b

As the variations in the manuscripts show, there are two recensions 
of  the text. One is obviously closer to the original version written by 
Ibn Kamm	na, as is evident from the way the author is introduced 
there, which corresponds to the way he usually introduces himself  
at the beginning of  his writings. Manuscripts , and � belong to this 
recension. The other recension, in which the name of  Ibn Kamm	na 
is mentioned more respectfully, was presumably prepared by a later 
generation of  scholars. Manuscripts �, è, �  and Ë belong to this 
recension. Manuscripts è and � were apparently copied by the same 
hand. In manuscript è the scribe left out many words, but in the margin 
numerous explanatory notes have been added; most of  these notes are 
part of  the main text as it appears in manuscript � ; one of  these notes 
at the end of  text is also to be found in manuscript �.

 d.�+  4|$�G���  v" \$���  �"6D  ¦N�"  kG¹ 3
" 2�����  
�  ��� õG�X�  �����  10$)=Q��
 Ë
	. 2"t� � ��0� 
jU�. �X� 6�¾ 5
j
-�=X�. P"�(=X� ��GD �"$7 �
)�� ¿)" |6�)��

 *$+ Ñ� <0$)=Q�� ����� 
�� T.U� V4 ���G�)�� *$+ Ñ� <0$)=Q�� ����� 
�� T.U� V4 ���G�)�� ��Y�� *$+ :0$)=Q�� 1

 P9. 
jU� �¾ �"6��� #�X� P9 �9�?�. �½Q�� ��c d�±$@ :� �/QB$� 1. Ñè <0$)=Q�� ����� 
�� T.U� V4 ���G�)��
.T.U� V4 ~(ð� ;[$)��

.Ë <����� 
�� :����� 
� ��� 2

.� , <- :
" 3

., <|$�Y�� :|$�G��� 4

.è � <|$�Y�� �o+ Ñ� <��G��� �"$7 �
)�� ¿)" :
j
-�=X�. P"�(=X� ��GD �"$7 �
)�� ¿)" 5

.� è <T.U� + :�¾ 6
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 ~(Ç |ï ;�. ;�)�e m�[��G® *��ð� 8�o�9 �½3�	 F$Y"a� ~(Ç �(@ F$Y"ae � � ��9 ��c ��& 2�I + :T$ó 15
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Text 7

Correspondence with Kam�l al-D�n al-Ba�r�n�

The edition is based on the following manuscripts:
� = Rag�p Pa�a 1461, ff. 346b:7–347a:2
è = �adr al-D�n al-Ma�all�
� 17/6, f. 45a
, = �kh	nd 1187/76, ff. 348b:8–349a:1
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Text 8

Correspondence with Fakhr al-D�n al-K�sh�

The edition is based on the single known manuscript of  the cor-
respondence:
Esad Efendi 3642/8, ff. 168a–169a
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Text 9

Ibn Kamm�na’s Poetry

The edition is based on the following two manuscripts:
� = Majlis 630/3, p. 20.
� = Jung-i Mahdaw�. T�r�kh-i kit�bat az 753 qamar� be ba�d. Tehran: Markaz-
i Nashr D�nishg�h�, 1380/2002, p. 193.
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F̈��̈ ¨� "; ©�Ẍ� $ £/ª� âU� ©�
̈ ª- ¨} #©& ©L £kª/£� £. ©0�G̈�̈ª�� ©�� £0 #©& 2�̈ ª3 £� £�
3F̈�M̈£> �̈ ª�£9 ©òª/ ©��� ©*��̈@̈  ̈ ª
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APPENDICES

Appendix A The Firkovitch/Shapira Codex (Shar� al-Talw���t)

The State Library Berlin and the Russian National Library (RNL) St. 
Petersburg own three fragments that originally belonged to the same 
copy of  Ibn Kamm�na’s Shar� al-Talw���t. With the exception of  at least 
four folios that are missing, the fragments constitute the complete text 
of  parts I and II of  the commentary. In the following table, the original 
order of  the text is restored. In the right column reference is given to the 
available editions of  the commentary by Sayyid �usayn Sayyid M�saw� 
containing all three parts and by Hossein Ziai & Ahmed Alwishah 
containing part II only. In the left column the respective portions of  the 
codex as preserved in mss. Berlin Ms. Or. Fol. 1321, RNL II Firk. Yevr.-
Arab. I 3137, and RNL II Firk. Yevr.-Arab. I 3138 are indicated.

Part I: Man�iq

YA I 3137, f. 124 ed. M�saw�, pp. 2:1–3:1

YA I 3137, ff. 1–7 ed. M�saw�, pp. 3:1–21:9

Lacuna ed. M�saw�, pp. 21:9–23:11

YA I 3137, ff. 8–9 ed. M�saw�, pp. 23:11–28:2

YA I 3137, ff. 42–49 ed. M�saw�, pp. 28:2–45:18

YA I 3137, f. 19 ed. M�saw�, pp. 45:18–48:3

YA I 3137, ff. 10–18 ed. M�saw�, pp. 48:3–71:16

Lacuna ed. M�saw�, pp. 71:16–73:16

YA I 3137, f. 28 ed. M�saw�, pp. 73:16–75:23

YA I 3137, ff. 50–88 ed. M�saw�, pp. 75:23–163:7

YA I 3137, f. 114 ed. M�saw�, pp. 163:7–165:7

YA I 3137, ff. 20–27 ed. M�saw�, pp. 165:7–181:2

YA I 3137, f. 113 ed. M�saw�, pp. 181:2–182:23

YA I 3137, ff. 32–41 ed. M�saw�, pp. 182:23–204:20

YA I 3137, ff. 99–107 ed. M�saw�, pp. 204:20–226:21

YA I 3137, f. 31 ed. M�saw�, pp. 226:21–228:19

Ms. Or. Fol. 1321, ff. 1a:1–29b:1 ed. M�saw�, pp. 228:19–291:15
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Part II: �ab��iyy�t

Ms. Or. Fol. 1321, ff. 29b:2–30b ed. M�saw�, pp. 293:1–297:4
eds. Ziai & Alwishah, pp. 3:1–9:2

Ms. Or. Fol. 1321, ff. 31–49 ed. M�saw�, pp. 298:26–340:25 
eds. Ziai & Alwishah, pp. 13:2–88:4

YA I 3137, ff. 89–98 ed. M�saw�, pp. 341:1–364:1 
eds. Ziai & Alwishah, pp. 88:4–125:3

Ms. Or. Fol. 1321, ff. 50–99 ed. M�saw�, pp. 364:1–496:3 
eds. Ziai & Alwishah, pp. 125:3–339:6

YA I 3138, f. 1 ed. M�saw�, pp.  496:3–499:1 
eds. Ziai & Alwishah, pp. 339:6–344:2

YA I 3138, ff. 6–7 ed. M�saw�, pp. 499:1–504:21 
eds. Ziai & Alwishah, pp. 344:2–353:8

YA I 3138, ff. 2–5 ed. M�saw�, pp. 504:21–516:5 
eds. Ziai & Alwishah, pp. 353:8–373:4

YA I 3138, ff. 8–9 ed. M�saw�, pp. 516:5–521:16 
eds. Ziai & Alwishah, pp. 373:4–382:12

YA I 3137, f. 116 ed. M�saw�, pp. 521:16–524:12 
eds. Ziai & Alwishah, pp. 382:12–387:9

YA I 3137, f. 115 ed. M�saw�, pp. 524:12–526:21 
eds. Ziai & Alwishah, pp. 387:9–391:11

YA I 3137, f. 30 ed. M�saw�, pp. 526:21–529:12 
eds. Ziai & Alwishah, pp. 391:11–396:3

YA I 3137, ff. 117–123a ed. M�saw�, pp. 529:12–543:2 
eds. Ziai & Alwishah, pp. 396:3–418:13

Lacuna ed. M�saw�, pp. 543:2–544:8 
eds. Ziai & Alwishah, pp. 418:3–420:13

YA I 3137, f. 29 ed. M�saw�, pp. 544:8–547:6 
eds. Ziai & Alwishah, pp. 420:13–424:12

Lacuna ed. M�saw�, pp. 547:6–556:9 
eds. Ziai & Alwishah, pp. 424:12–440:9

YA I 3137, f. 111 ed. M�saw�, pp. 556:9–559:5 
eds. Ziai & Alwishah, pp. 440:9–444:14

YA I 3137, ff. 108–109 ed. M�saw�, pp. 559:5–563:15 
eds. Ziai & Alwishah, pp. 444:14–451:16

YA I 3137, f. 112 ed. M�saw�, pp. 563:15–565:14 
eds. Ziai & Alwishah, pp. 451:16–455:5

schmidtke_F5_225-244.indd   226 7/15/2006   3:46:36 PM



 APPENDICES 227

YA I 3137, f. 110 [lower margin 
heavily damaged]

ed. M�saw�, pp. 565:14–567
eds. Ziai & Alwishah, pp. 455:5–458

Lacuna ed. M�saw�, p. 568 
eds. Ziai & Alwishah, pp. 459–461
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Appendix B Kit�b f� ithb�t al-nubuwwa li-Mu�ammad �alayhi al-sal�m

The following edition is based on the single known manuscript of  the 
text (ms. Hamidiye 1447/3, ff. 81b–84b). Readings from the manuscript 
that have been emended are indicated as ����. Readings by Moshe 
Perlmann1 that disagree with the text of  the manuscript are indicated as 
�. Scriptio defectiva has been modernized without noti�cation.
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Ed. Mu�ammad Mu�ammad Am�n. Cairo 1984–90.
IMHM = The Institute of  Micro�lmed Hebrew Manuscripts at the Jewish National 

and University Library, Jerusalem.
Istanbul Umumî kütüphaneleri Yazmalari Sergisi. 15.-22.IX.1951. Bu sergi XXII. Milletlerarasi 

Müste�rikler Kongresi i�in tertip edilmi�tir. Istanbul 1951.
Istanbul University = Istanbul Üniversitesi Kütüphanesi, Istanbul

Catalogue:
1951–53. Fehmi Edhem Karatay: Istanbul Üniversitesi Kütüphanesi Arap�a bazmalar alfabe 

katalo�u. Cilt I. 2 Fascs. Istanbul.
�Izzat, �Abd al-�Az�z: Ibn Miskawayh. Falsafatuh� al-akhl�qiyya wa-ma��diruh�. Cairo 1946.
Jewish Theological Seminary = The Jewish Theological Seminary, New York.
John Rylands = John Rylands University Library, Manchester

Catalogue:
1934. Alphonse Mingana: Catalogue of  the Arabic manuscripts in the John Rylands Library. 
Manchester.

Jung-i Mahdaw�. Ta�r�kh-i kit�bat az 753 qamar� be ba�d. Ch�p-i �aks� az r�-yi nuskha-yi kha

�-yi 
Kit�bkh�na-yi Duktur A�ghar Mahdaw�. Tehran 1380/2002.

Kad�war, Mu�sin and Mu�ammad N�r�: Ma�khadh shin�s�-yi �ul�m-i �aql�. Man�bi� ch�p�-yi 
�ul�m-i �aql� az ibtid�� t� 1375 1–3. Tehran 1378/1999.

Ka���la, �Umar Ri��: Mu�jam al-mu�allif�n 1–14. Beirut n.d.
Kashf  al-�un�n = ��jj� Khal�fa: Kashf  al-�un�n �an as�m� al-kutub wa-l-fun�n. Lexicon 

bibliographicum et encyclopaedicum a Mustafa Ben Abdallah Katib Jelebi dicto et nomine Haji 

Khalfa celebrato 1–7. Ed. Gustav Flügel. Leipzig 1835–58.
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-K�tib�, Najm al-D�n: 
ikmat al-�ayn. Transl. [into Persian] �Abb�s �adr�. Tehran 1375/
1991.

-Khafr�, Shams al-D�n Mu�ammad b. A�mad: Ta�l�qa bar Il�hiyy�t Shar� al-tajr�d-i Mull� 

�Al� Q�chsh�. Ed. F�r�zah S��atchiy�n. Tehran 1382/2004.
Kholeif, Fathalla: A Study on Fakhr al-D�n al-R�z� and his Controversies in Transoxania. Beirut 

21984.
Khw�ns�r�, Aq� �usayn b. Jam�l al-D�n: “Al-��shiya �al� l-Shif�� (Il�hiyy�t).” Ed. 
��mid N�ji I
fah�n�. In Dab�rkh�na-yi kongiri-yi �q� 
usayn Khw�ns�r�. Qum 1378/
1999.

Kochius, Carolus Fridericus: “Observatio nova de vero scriptore libri in 3 impostoribus 
mohammedano.” In Annales Academiae Juliae ex editis et manuscriptis monumentis compositi. 
Julio, Augusto, September 1721, § viii.

Köprülü = Köprülü Kütüphanesi, Istanbul
Catalogues:
1886. Köprülü-zâdeh Mehmed Pa�a’n�n Kütüphanesinde mahfuz kütüb-i mevcûdenin defteri. 
Istanbul 1303.
1986. Fihris makh
�
�t Maktabat K�pr�l�. Catalogue of  manuscripts in the Köprülü Library 
1–3. Prepared by Ramazan �e�en, Cevat �zgi and Cemil Akp�nar. Presented by 
Ekmeleddin �hsano�lu. Istanbul 1406.

Kritzeck, James: [Review of ] “Ibn Kamm�na’s Examination of  the Three Faiths.” Journal of  

Near Eastern Studies 32 (1973), pp. 506–7.
L�h�j�, �Abd al-Razz�q: Gawhar-i mur�d. Ed. Mu�assassa-yi ta�q�q�ti-yi Im�m ��diq. 

Qum 1383/2004.
Lâleli = Lâleli collection (held at the Süleymanie Kütüphanesi), Istanbul

Catalogue:
1894. Defter-i Kütüphane-i L�leli. Istanbul 1311.

Landberg = Carlo Landberg collection of  Arabic manuscripts at the Beinicke Library 
at Yale University
Catalogue:
1956. Leon Nemoy: Arabic Manuscripts in the Yale University Library. New Haven.

Lane, George: Early Mongol rule in thirteenth-century Iran. A Persian renaissance. London 
2003.

Langermann, Y. Tzvi: “Ibn Kamm�na and the ‘New Wisdom’ of  the Thirteenth 
Century.” Arabic Sciences and Philosophy 15 (2005), pp. 277–327.

—— “Arabic Writings in Hebrew manuscripts. A preliminary relisting.” Arabic Sciences 

and Philosophy 6 (1996), pp. 137–60.
Leiden = Rijksuniversiteit te Leiden, Bibliotheek (University Library)

Catalogues:
1851–77. Catalogus Codicum Orientalium Bibliothecae Academiae Lugduno-Batavae. Eds. 
R.P.A. Dozy (vols. 1, 2), P. de Jong and M.J. de Goeje (vols. 3, 4), M.J. de Goeje (vol. 
5), M.Th. Houtsma (vol. 6).
1957. Petrus Voorhoeve: Handlist of  Arabic manuscripts in the Library of  the University of  

Leiden and other collections in the Netherlands. Leiden.
Los Angeles = University Research Library (University of  California), Los Angeles

Catalogue:
1983. Mu�ammad Taq� D�nishpazh�h: “Fihrist-i nuskhah�-yi kha���-yi D�nishg�h-i 
Lus 	ngilis.” Nuskhah�-yi kha

� (= Nashriyya-yi Kit�bkh�na-yi Markaz� u Markaz-i Asn�d-i 

D�nishg�h-i Tihr�n) 11–12 (1362), pp. 1–112.
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Ma�had = Institute of  Arabic Manuscripts (Ma�had al-Makh����t al-�Arabiyya), Cairo
Catalogue:
1954–80. Fu��d Sayyid [et al.]: Fihris al-makh
�
�t al-mu�awwara f� Ma�had I�y�� al-

Makh
�
�t al-�Arabiyya 1–14. Cairo.
Mahdaw�, Ya�y�: Fihrist-i nuskhah�-yi mu�annaf�t-i Ibn S�n�. Tehran 1333/1954.
Mahd� Bay�n� = Mahd� Bay�n� Collection, Tehran (the collection was dispersed after 

the owner’s death in 1346/1968. Parts of  the collection are apparently now in the 
	st�n-i Quds Library in Mashhad and in the Majlis-i Sin� Library in Tehran)
Catalogues:
1961. �asan �Al� Ma�f��: “Makh
�
�t al-Dukt�r Mahd� Bay�n� f� Tihr�n.” Revue de l’Institut 

des Manuscrits Arabes 7 (1961), pp. 3–6.
1961a. Mahd� Bay�n�: “Majm��a-yi munsh���t.” R�hnim�-yi Kit�b 4 (1340), pp. 239–44.
1961b. Mahd� Bay�n�: “Fihrist-i mujmal� az man��m�t-i F�rs�.” Nuskhah�-yi kha

� 
(= Nashriyya-yi Kit�bkh�na-yi Markaz� u Markaz-i Asn�d-i D�nishg�h-i Tihr�n) 1 (1340), 
pp. 8–17.
1969: Mu�ammad Taq� D�nishpazh�h: “Chand nuskhah az mar��m-i Bay�n�.” 
Nuskhah�-yi kha

� (= Nashriyya-yi Kit�bkh�na-yi Markaz� u Markaz-i Asn�d-i D�nishg�h-i 

Tihr�n) 6 (1348), pp. 691–95.
Ma�f�� = Private collection of  Dr. �usayn Al� Ma�f�� (now held at the Saddam 

Manuscripts Library [D�r �add�m li-l-Makh����t]), Baghdad
Catalogue:
1960. �Al� �usayn Ma�f��: “Khiz�nat al-Dukt�r �usayn �Al� Ma�f�� bi-l-
K��imiyya.” Revue de l’Institut des Manuscrits Arabes 6 (1960), pp. 15–58.

Ma�f��, �usayn �Al�: “Fihris al-khiz�na al-Gharawiyya bi-l-Najaf  f� mashhad Am�r 
al-Mu�min�n wa-l-Im�m �Al� b. Ab� 
�lib �alayhi al-sal�m.” Revue de l’Institut des 

Manuscrits Arabes 5 (1959), pp. 23–30.
—— “Naf��is al-makh����t al-�arabiyya f� �r�n.” Revue de l’Institut des Manuscrits Arabes 3 

(1957), pp. 31–78.
Maimonides: Mishneh Torah. The Book of  Knowledge [Sefer ha-Mada� ]. Edited according to 

the Bodleian (Oxford) Codex with Introduction, Biblical and Talmudical References, 
Notes and English Translation by Moses Hyamson. Jerusalem 1962 [New corrected 
edition Jerusalem/New York 1981].

Majlis = Majlis-i Sh�r�-yi Isl�m� Library (Shum�ra-yi yik), Tehran
Catalogue:
1926–78. �Abd al-�usayn al-���ir� [et al.]: Fihrist-i Kit�bkh�na-yi Majlis-i Sh�r�-yi Mill� 
1–22. Tehran 1305–57.

Majlis-i Sin� = Majlis-i Sh�r�-yi Isl�m� Library (Shum�ra-yi du), Tehran ( formerly 
called Kit�bkh�na-yi Majlis-i Sin�)
Catalogues:
1976. Mu�ammad Taq� D�nishpazh�h and Bah�� al-D�n �Ilm� Anw�r�: Fihrist-i 

kit�bh�-yi kha

�-yi Majlis-i Sin�. Vol. 1. Tehran 1355.
1980. Mu�ammad Taq� D�nishpazh�h and Bah�� al-D�n �Ilm� Anw�r�: Fihrist-i 

kutub-i kha

�-yi kit�bkh�na-yi Majlis-i Sh�r�-yi Isl�m� (Shum�ra-yi du). Vol. 2. Tehran 1359.
Malik = Milli Malik Library, Tehran

Catalogues:
1973–90. �raj Afsh�r and Mu�ammad Taq� D�nishpazh�h: Fihrist-i kit�bh�-yi kha

�-yi 
Kit�bkh�na-yi Malik 1–8. Tehran 1352–69.

Mar�ash� = 	yat All�h Mar�ash� Najaf� Library, Qum
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Catalogue:
1975–. A�mad al-�usayn�, Sayyid Ma�m�d Mar�ash� Najaf� [et al.]: Fihrist-i 

Kit�bkh�na-yi �Um�m�-yi Ha�rat-i �yat All�h al-�u�m� Najaf� Mar�ash� 1–. Qum.
Margoliouth, George: Catalogue of  the Hebrew and Samaritan Manuscripts in the British 

Museum. London 1905.
—— “A Muhammadan Commentary on Maimonides’ Mishneh Torah.” The Jewish 

Quarterly Review (1901), pp. 488–502.
Martin, Christopher J.: “Obligations and Liars.” In Sophisms in Medieval Logic and Grammar. 

Acts of  the Ninth European Symposium for Medieval Logic and Semantics, held at St Andrews, June 

1990. Ed. Stephen Read. Dordrecht/Boston/London 1993, pp. 357–81.
Ma�r�f, N�j�: Ta�r�kh �ulam�� al-Mustan�iriyya 1–2. Baghdad 1379/1959.
Metzler Lexikon jüdischer Philosophen. Philosophisches Denken des Judentums von der Antike bis zur 

Gegenwart. Eds. Andreas B. Kilcher, Otfried Fraisse and Yossef  Schwartz. Stuttgart/ 
Weimar 2003.

Miller, Larry B.: “A Brief  History of  the Liar Paradox.” In Of  Scholars, Savants, and their 

Texts. Studies in Philosophy and Religious Thought. Essays in Honor of  Arthur Hyman. Ed. Ruth 
Link-Salinger. Frankfurt/Main 1989, pp. 173–82.

M�nuw� = Kit�bkh�na-yi M�nuw�, Tehran
Catalogue:
1996. Mu�ammad Taq� D�nishpazh�h and �raj Afsh�r: Fihristw�ra-yi Kit�bkh�na-yi 

M�nuw� u Kit�bkh�na-yi Markaz�-yi Pazh�hishg�h. Tehran 1374.
M�nuw�, Mujtab�: “Az khaz��in-i Turkiyah.” Majalla-yi D�nishkada-yi Adabiyy�t 4 ii (1335/

1956), pp. 42–75; 4 iii (1335/1956), pp. 53–89 [Reprinted in M�nuw� bar gustara-yi 

adabiyy�t-i f�rs�. Majm��a-yi maq�l�t. Ed. M�hmun�r M�nuw�. Tehran 1381/200, pp. 
199–261].

M�r, Mu�ammad Taq�: Buzurg�n-i nami-yi p�rs. Shiraz 1368/1989.
M�r D�m�d: Mu�annaf�t-i M�r D�m�d mushtamil bar dah �unw�n az kit�bh� u ris�lah� u ij�zah� 

u n�mah�. Volume 1. Ed. �Abd All�h N�r�n�. Tehran 1381/2003.
—— “Ta�l�q�t man�iqiyya.” Ed. �Abd All�h N�r�n�. In Collected Texts and Papers on Logic 

and Language. Eds. Mehdi Mohaghegh and T. Izutsu. Tehran 1974, pp. 287–307.
Mishk�t = Collection of  manuscripts donated by Sayyid Mu�ammad Mishk�t to the 

Central Library of  Tehran University
Catalogue:
1951–85. Mu�ammad Taq� D�nishpazh�h and �Al� Naq� Munzaw�: Fihrist-i nuskhah�-

yi kha

�-yi kit�bkh�na-yi markaz� u Markaz-i Asn�d-i D�nishg�h-i Tihr�n 1–18. Tehran 1330–
64. [Vol. 3 i: Fihrist-i kit�bkh�na-yi ihd��i-yi �q�-yi Mu�ammad Mishk�t bih Kit�bkh�na-yi 

D�nishg�h-i Tihr�n. Tehran 1332/1953–54].
1976. Mu�ammad Sh�rw�n�: Fihristw�ra-yi nuskhah�-yi kha

�-yi majm��a-yi Mishk�t. 
Tehran.

Miskawayh, Ab� �Al� A�mad b. Mu�ammad b. Ya�q�b: Al-Fawz al-asghar. Ed. ��li� 
�U�ayma. Traduction française et notes par Roger Arnaldez. Tunis 1987.

MS = A�mad b. Mu
�af� 
�shkupr� Zadeh: Mif
�� al-sa��da wa-mi�b�� al-siy�da f� 
maw����t al-�ul�m 1–3. Cairo 1968.

Mudarris Ra�aw�, Mu�ammad Taq�: A�w�l u �th�r-i Khw�ja Na��r al-D�n 	�s�. Tehran 
1334/1955–56.

Mudarris� Zanj�n�, Mu�ammad: Sarguzasht u �aq��id-i falsaf�-yi Khw�ja Na��r al-D�n T�s�. 
Tehran 1379/2000.

Mu�ammad al-Sam�w� = Collection of  manuscripts donated by Shaykh Mu�ammad 
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al-Sam�w� to the Im�m al-�ak�m Public Library (Maktabat al-Im�m al-�ak�m al-
��mma), Najaf.

Mu�ammad�, Afs�nah: Ris�la f� shubhat jadhr al-a�amm ‘kull kal�m� k�dhib’. MA Thesis, 
University of  Tehran, 1381/2002.

Mu�jam al-tur�th al-kal�m� = al-Lajna al-�ilmiyya f� mu�assassat al-Im�m al-S�diq: Mu�jam 

al-tur�th al-kal�m�. Mu�jam yatan�walu dhikr asm�� al-mu�allaf�t al-kal�miyya (al-makh
�
�t 

wa-l-ma
b���t) �abra l-qur�n wa-l-maktab�t allat� tatawaf�ru f�h� nusakhih� 1–5. Qum 1423/
1381/[2002].

Mukht�r�t = �e�en, Ramazan [Rama��n Sh�sh�n]: Mukht�r�t min al-makh
�
�t al-�arabiyya 

al-n�dira f� maktab�t Turkiy�. Istanbul 1997.
Munzaw�, A�mad: Fihrist-i nuskhah�-yi kha

�-yi f�rs� 1–6. Tehran 1969–74.
Munzaw�, �Al� Naq�: Ibn Kamm�na wa-falsafatuh� f� l-nubuwwa. PhD thesis, Université 

Saint Joseph, Beirut 1972. [Al-Qism al-awwal: al-Madkhal wa-l-na�� al-k�mil li-Tanq�� 

al-ab��th; al-Qism al-th�n�: al-Ta�l�q�t �al� Tanq�� al-ab��th li-l-milal al-thal�th].
—— “Tanq�� al-ab��th-i Ibn Kamm�na.” Wa��d 6 v (1348/1969), pp. 369–71; 6 vi 

(1348/1969), pp. 503–14; 6 xii (1348/1969), pp. 1079–83.
-M�saw�, M�s�: Min al-Suhraward� il� l-Sh�r�z�. Beirut 1979.
M�saw�, Sayyid �usayn Sayyid: “Mull� �adr� u Ibn Kamm�na.” In Mull� �adr� u 

mu
�la��t-i ta
b�q�. Majm��a-yi maq�l�t-i ham�yish-i jah�n�-yi �ak�m Mull� �adr�. Vol. 5. 
Tehran 1381/2002, pp. 46–53.

-Muwaqqit, �Al�� al-D�n Abu l-�asan al-D�n Abu l-�asan �Al� b. 
aybugha: Shar� Sefer 

ha-madda�. Ms. British Library Add 27,294 [IMHM microfilm no. 6086].
—— Shar� Sefer ha-madda�. Ms. RNL Firk. Yevr.-Arab. I 1426 [IMHM microfilm no. 

55193].
-Nakhjaw�n�, Najm al-D�n Ab� Bakr Mu�ammad: Ajwiba �an i�tir���t Fakhr al-D�n al-R�z� 

li-l-q�n�n. Ms. Ayasofya 3721, ff. 1a–66b.
Na
�r al-D�n al-
�s�: Ajwibat al-mas��il al-na��riyya mushtamil bar 20 ris�la. Ed. �Abd All�h 

N�r�n�. Tehran 1383/2005.
—— Akhl�q-i mu�tasham�. Ed. Mu�ammad Taq� D�nishpazh�h. Tehran 1377/1998.
—— Talkh�� al-mu�a��al al-ma�r�f  bi-Naqd al-Mu�a��al. Beirut 1405/1985.
Naw�dir = �e�en, Ramazan [Rama��n Sh�sh�n]: Naw�dir al-makh
�
�t al-�arabiyya f� 

maktab�t Turkiy� 1–3. Beirut 1975.
-Nayr�z�, Najm al-D�n Ma�m�d: Mi�b�� al-arw�� f� kashf  �aq��iq al-alw��. Ms. Rag�p 

Pa�a 853.
Nemoy, Leon: The Arabic Treatise on the Immortality of  the Soul by Sa�d ibn Man��r ibn Kamm�na 

(XIII century). Facsimile Reproduction of  the Only Known Manuscript (Cod. Landberg 510, fol. 

58–70) in the Yale University Library. With a Bibliographical Note. New Haven 1944.
—— “A Forgotten 13th Century Jewish Physician – Ibn Kammuna.” Ha-Rofe ha-�Ivri. 

The Hebrew Medical Journal 2 (1947), pp. 159–57.
—— “Contributions to the Textual Criticism of  Judah ha-Levi’s Kit�b al-Khazar�.” The 

Jewish Quarterly Review 26 (1936), pp. 221–26.
—— “He�arot le-�ibur shel Ibn Kammunah �al ha-hevdelim ben ha-Rabanim ve-

ha-Kara�im.” Tarbi� 24 (1953–54), pp. 343–53.
—— “Ibn Kammunah rofe yehudi.” Ha-Rofe ha-�Ivri. The Hebrew Medical Journal 2 

(1947), pp. 123–25.
—— “Ibn Kammunah u-masato �al hisha�arut ha-nefesh.” Ha-Rofe ha-�Ivri. The Hebrew 

Medical Journal 1 (1962), pp. 131–36.
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—— “Ibn Kammunah’s Treatise on the Differences between the Rabbanites and the 
Karaites.” Jewish Quarterly Review 13 (1972–73), pp. 97–135, 222–46.

—— (ed.) “Ibn Kammunah’s Treatise on the Differences between the Rabbanites 
and the Karaites.” Proceedings of  the American Academy for Jewish Research 36 (1968), pp. 
107–65.

—— “Ibn Kamm�na’s Treatise on the Immortality of  the Soul.” In Ignace Goldziher 

Memorial Volume. Eds. Samuel Löwinger, Alexander Scheiber and Joseph Somogyi. 
Jerusalem 1958, vol. 2, pp. 83–99.

—— (ed.) “Ibn Kammunah’s Treatise on the Immortality of  the Soul.” Ha-Rofe ha-�Ivri. 
The Hebrew Medical Journal 1 (1962), pp. 239–213.

—— “New Data for the Biography of  Sa�d Ibn Kamm�nah.” Revue des études juives 123 
(1964), pp. 507–10.

—— “Remarks on Ibn Kamm�na’s Treatise on the Differences between the Rabbanites 
and the Karaites.” [Hebrew] Tarbi� 24 (1955), pp. 343–53, vi (English summary) 
[reprinted in Sefer yovel mugash le-khevod Yisrael Elfenbeyn. Ed. Yehudah L. Maimon. 
Jerusalem 1962, pp. 201–8].

—— [Review of

 

] “Perlmann, Moshe, Ed. Sa�d Ibn Man��r Ibn Kamm�nah. Examination of  

the Inquiries into the Three Faiths.” Jewish Social Studies 31 i (1969), pp. 333–35.
—— [Review of ] “Ibn al-Ma�r�ma’s �aw�sh� sur Ibn Kamm�na.” The Jewish Quarterly 

Review 77 i (1986), pp. 82–83.
Netzer, Amnon: “Rash�d al-D�n and his Jewish Background.” Irano-Judaica III. Jerusalem 

1994, pp. 118–26.
Niewöhner, Friedrich: “Die Wahrheit ist eine Tochter der Zeit. Ibn Kamm�na’s historisch-

kritischer Religionsvergleich aus dem Jahre 1280.” In Religionsgespräche im Mittelalter. 
Eds. Bernard Lewis and Friedrich Niewöhner. Wiesbaden 1992, pp. 357–69.

-Ni�ma, �Abd All�h: Fal�sifat al-sh��a. 
ay�tuhum wa-�r��uhum. Beirut 1962.
N�r�n�, �Abd All�h: “Mu��ra��t man�iqiyya bayn al-K�tib� wa-l-
�s�.” In Collected Texts 

and Papers on Logic and Language. Eds. Mehdi Mohaghegh and Toshihiko Izutsu. Tehran 
1974, pp. 279–86.

Nuruosmaniye = Nuruosmaniye Kütüphanesi, Istanbul
Catalogue:
1886. Nuruosmaniye Kütüphanesi’nde mahfuz kütüb-i mevcûdenin defteridir. Istanbul 1303.

-Oraibi, Ali Ahmed: Shi�i Renaissance: A Case Study of  the Theosophical School of  Bahrain in the 

7th/13th Century. Diss. McGill University 1992.
Paret, Rudi: [Review of ] “Sa�d b. Man
�r Ibn Kamm�na’s Examination of  the Inquiries into 

the Three Faiths . . . Edited by Moshe Perlmann.” Der Islam 46 (1970), pp. 102–4.
Perlmann, Moshe: “Ibn Ma�r�ma, a Christian opponent of  Ibn Kamm�na.” American 

Academy for Jewish Research 2 (1965) [= Harry A. Wolfson Jubilee Volume], pp. 641–55.
—— (ed.) Sa�d b. Man��r Ibn Kamm�na’s Examination of  the Inquiries into the Three Faiths. A 

Thirteenth-Century Essay in Comparative Religion. Berkeley/Los Angeles 1967.
—— Ibn Kammuna’s Examination of  the Three Faiths. A Thirteenth-Century Essay in Comparative 

Study of  Religion. Translated from the Arabic, with an Introduction and Notes. Berkeley/
Los Angeles 1971.

—— “‘Proving Muhammad’s Prophethood’, A Muslim critique of  Ibn Kammuna.” 
[Hebrew] In Hagut Ivrit Ba�Amerika. Studies on Jewish Themes by Contemporary American 

Scholars. Eds. Menahem Zohori, Arie Tartakover and Haim Ormian. Vol. III. Tel 
Aviv 1974, pp. 75–97.
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—— “The Medieval Polemics Between Islam and Judaism.” In Religion in a Religious Age. 
Ed. Shlomo Dov Goitein. New York 1974, pp. 103–38.

Pertev Pa�a = Pertev Pa�a Collection (held in the Süleymanie Kütüphanesi), Istanbul.
Pines, Salomon: “La ‘philosophie orientale’ d’Avicenne et sa philosophie contre les 

Bagdadiens.” Archives d’Histoire Doctrinale et Littérature du Moyen Age 27 (1952), pp. 5–37.
Pohl, Stephan: Zur Theosophie im nachmongolischen Iran. Leben und Werk des �al�ladd�n ad-

Daww�n� (gest. 902/1502). Bochum 1997 [unpublished manuscript].
Pourjavady, Nasrollah: “Opposition to Su�sm in Twelvershiism.” In Islamic Mysticism 

Contested. Thirteen Centuries of  Controversies and Polemics. Eds. Frederick de Jong and 
Bernd Radtke. Leiden 1999, pp. 614–23.

Pourjavady, Nasrollah and Peter Lamborn Wilson: Kings of  Love. The Poetry and History of  
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Ahmad Tegüder 17
�l Kamm�na 138
�Alaw�, Sayyid A�mad 49
Aleppo 56
Alexander 34
�Al� b. al-�asan b. al-Ra�� al-���
 

(scribe) 121, 123
�Al� b. al-Taq� (or al-Naq�) al-Mu�adhdhin 

(scribe) 90
Alper, Ömer Mahir 7, 89
-�l�s�, Shih�b al-D�n Ma�m�d 42
Alwishah, Ahmed 6, 63, 66, 225
Anatolia 11
Arghun 17
Aristotle 24, 34
Azaryahu ha-Nasi ben Yehalalel ha-Nasi 

(scribe) 117

Bacha, Habib 18, 111, 112, 113, 122
Badr al-D�n b. al-�abb�kh al-Ash�ar� 

51, 109
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Dawlatsh�h b. Sanjar al-
��ib� 11, 12, 
15, 78, 87

D�w�d b. �asan (scribe) 71
Dietrich, Ernst Ludwig 111
Durr� I�fah�n�, �iy�� al-D�n 30, 72

Egypt 3, 26
Europe 1, 44

Fakhr al-D�n Abu l-Fa�l Hind� b. Sanjar 
� Dawlatsh�h b. Sanjar al-
��ib�

Fakhr al-D�n al-Isfar�yin� 36
Fakhr al-D�n al-K�sh� 14, 126, 222
Fakhr al-D�n al-R�z� 10, 11, 25, 26, 27, 

77, 79
Falsaf� Sharaf  al-Mulk (ms. owner) 74
Far�marz Qar�malik�, A�ad 28, 44
-Fat� b. �Abd All�h b. Mu�ammad 

al-Bund�r� (scribe) 69
Fayy��, �Al� Akbar 66
Fenton, Paul B. 56
Fink, Christine 92
Firkovitch, Abraham 55, 56
(Abraham) Firkovitch collection 

(St. Petersburg) 54, 55
Fischel, Walter 18
Fujii, Hideo 6
Fustat 8, 54

Gharawiyya Library (Najaf ) 3, 5, 73, 
83, 84, 85, 86, 94, 95, 100, 105

-Ghazz�l�, Ab� ��mid Mu�ammad
26, 71

Gobillot, Geneviève 113
Goitein, Shlomo Dov 8
Goldziher, Ignaz 2, 4, 106
Greece 26

�ab�b b. Ras�l b. Ibr�h�m b. Zakariyy� 
(scribe) 69

�ab�b�, Najafqul� 29
��jj �usayn Malik (ms. owner) 74
��jj� Khal�fa 1, 2, 21, 138
-�ak�m (scribe) 72
�alab 136, 137
�asan (or �Al� ?) b. �Abd al-Ra�m�n b. 
�Abd All�h . . . al-M�lik� (scribe) 62

�asan b. Mu�ammad b. �asan b. 
al-Mu�ahhar (scribe) 18, 69

-�asan al-Murta�� al-�usayn� 
al-Simn�n� (scribe) 89

�aydar �mul�, Sayyid 36
d’Herbelot, Barthélemy 1
�illa 13, 16, 17, 18, 23, 126, 132
-�ill�, al-�All�ma �asan b. Y�suf  b. 

al-Mu�ahhar 18, 124
Hirschfeld, Hartwig 1, 114, 115, 118
Hirschfeld, Leo 1, 4, 18, 20, 111, 113, 

115
Horten, Max 2
Hum���, M�hdukhtb�n� 29
-�usayn�, A�mad 6

Ibn Ab� Jumh�r al-A�s��� 98
Ibn al-Ath�r, Majd al-D�n 16
Ibn al-Fuwa�� 3, 11, 14, 15, 18, 23, 

127, 128
Ibn Kamm�na, Abu l-Q�sim Sa��d b. 

Ma��l� b. Fut�� 138
Ibn Kamm�na, Ab� Sahl 8
Ibn Kamm�na, Fakhr al-Kuf�t 8
Ibn Kamm�na, �asan b. Hibat All�h 8
Ibn Kamm�na, Hibat All�h 8, 21
Ibn Kamm�na, Man��r b. Sa�d b. 

al-�asan b. Hibat All�h 8
Ibn Kamm�na, Najm al-D�n 122
Ibn Kamm�na, Sa�d 137
Ibn Kamm�na, Sa�d b. al-�asan b. 

Hibat All�h 8
Ibn al-Ma�r�ma, Abu l-�asan b. 

Ibr�h�m 52, 112
Ibn Mub�raksh�h al-Bukh�r�, Shams 

al-D�n Mu�ammad 37
Ibn Qutl�bugh�, Zayn al-D�n 

Q�sim 51–52
Ibn al-S���t� al-Baghd�d�, Mu
affar 

al-D�n A�mad b. �Al� 51, 112
Ibn S�n� 1, 2, 10, 15, 23, 24, 26, 27, 

35, 36, 46, 50, 59, 63, 85, 129, 130
Ibn �aybugha, �Al�� al-D�n Abu l-�asan 
�Al� al-Muwaqqit 56, 57

India 73
Iran 2, 3, 4, 6, 12, 49
Iraq 2, 3, 4, 8, 16
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Isfahan 12, 28, 69, 76, 186
I�fah�n�, ��mid N�j� 89
Ism���l b. Ibr�h�m b. al-Z�hid (scribe) 

68, 76
�I�mat All�h b. Kam�l al-D�n 

al-Bukh�r� 44
Istanbul 3, 4, 6, 19
�Izzat, �Abd al-�Az�z 7

Ja�far al-Astar�b�d� (scribe) 93
Jewish Theological Seminary 

(New York) 56
Jews 54
-J�l�n� (G�l�n�) al-F�man�, �Al� b. Fa�l 

All�h 49
Judah ha-Levi 9
-Juwayn�, �Al�� al-D�n �A��� al-Malik 13
-Juwayn�, Bah�� al-D�n Mu�ammad 12, 

95, 96
-Juwayn�, Shams al-D�n ���ib al-d�w�n 

10, 11, 12, 17, 59, 95
-Juwayn�, Sharaf  al-D�n H�r�n 11, 59
Juwayn� family 10, 11, 13, 14

-Kab�s�, �am�d Mar��d 6, 89
Kad�war, Mu�sin 7
Ka���la, �Umar Ri��
Kam�l al-Dawla �Abd al-Kh�liq b. 

Y�nah 117
Kam�l al-D�n (am�r) 67
Kam�l al-D�n Ma�m�d al-Bukh�r� 44
Karaites 1, 3, 4, 8, 16, 54, 55, 114
Kar�m� Zanj�n� A�l, Mu�ammad 111
K�sh�n 12
K�tib Celebi � ��jj� Khal�fa
-K�tib� al-Qazw�n�, Najm al-D�n 

al-Dab�r�n 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 28, 
37, 41, 44, 45, 77, 83, 118, 122, 123, 
124, 125, 211

K�
imiyya 109
-Khafr�, Shams al-D�n Mu�ammad b. 

A�mad 43, 44, 46, 47, 49, 50
Kh�nq�h-i A�madiyya (Shiraz) 105, 

125
-Kha���t Ism���l al-Mar�gh� (scribe) 121
-Khiz�na al-Gharawiyya � Gharawiyya 

Library (Najaf )

Khiz�nat al-Mashhad al-�Alaw� � 
Gharawiyya Library (Najaf )

Khw�ns�r�, �q� �usayn b. Jam�l 
al-D�n 50

Kirkuk 6
Kirkuk Museum 6
-Kirm�n�, T�j al-D�n Ma�m�d b. 

al-Shar�f  35, 90, 97, 109
-K�sh�, Shams al-D�n 11
Konya 34, 97, 110

-L�h�j�, �Abd al-Razz�q 50
(Carlo) Landberg Collection 2, 4
Langermann, Y. Tzvi 7, 92

Madrasa �Im�diyya (Nu�ayb�n) 97
Madrasa Mustan�iriyya 16, 51
Madrasa Ni
�miyya (Baghdad) 11, 15, 

28, 63, 67, 74, 75
Madrasa Ni
�miyya (Isfahan) 69
Madrasa N�riyya (M��il) 109
Magnes Museum (Berkeley) 55
Ma�f�
, �usayn �Al� 5, 109
Ma�m�d al-�usayn� 69
Maimonides 9, 56, 57
Majlis Library 98
Maktabat Am�r al-Mu�min�n (Najaf ) 

86
-Mala��, Zayn al-D�n Sar�j� b. 

Mu�ammad 51, 52, 112
Maragha 14
Mar�ash� Najaf�, Sayyid Ma�m�d 34
Mashhad 28, 73, 90
Mashhad �Al� (Najaf ) 77
M�nuw�, Mujtab� 136
-Miqd�d al-Suy�r� 36
M�r D�m�d, Shams al-D�n al-�usayn� 

al-Astar�b�d� 45, 46, 47, 49
M�rz� Yad All�h Na
ar P�k Kaj�r� 

(scribe) 91
Mishk�n �abas�, Sayyid �asan 29
Mishk�t, Sayyid Mu�ammad 29
Miskawayh, Ab� �Al� 24
Mongols 34
Mudarris Ra�aw�, Mu�ammad 

Taq� 121
Mu�ammad (Prophet) 18, 19, 23

schmiddtke_In_264-274.indd   267 7/18/2006   7:25:32 PM



268 INDEX OF NAMES AND PLACES

Mu�ammad b. �Abd al-Ra��m 
(scribe) 70

Mu�ammad b. Ab� L�jik al-N�l� al-Turk� 
(scribe) 62

Mu�ammad b. al-�asan al-Q�sh� 
(or al-��sh�) (scribe) 67

Mu�ammad b. Hind�sh�h 11
Mu�ammad b. �usayn al-�Aq�l� 

al-Astar�b�d� (scribe) 125
Mu�ammad b. �usayn al-��jj ��jj� 

N�d �Al� (scribe) 97
Mu�ammad b. Mu�ammad b. Barak�t 

(ms. owner) 74
Mu�ammad F�ti� (Sul��n) 76
Mu�ammad K�
im (scribe) 72
Mu�ammad Na��r b. �asan Bul�nak�b� 

(?) J�l�n� (scribe) 105
Mull� 
adr� � 
adr al-D�n al-Sh�r�z� 
Mull� Shams� G�l�n� 50
Munzaw�, �Al� Naq� 21, 109, 111, 113
M�saw�, M�s� 27
M�saw�, Sayyid �usayn Sayyid 6, 30, 

66, 93, 225
M��il 109
Muslims 51
Mu��af� b. Sir�j al-D�n (scribe) 90
Mu
affar �usayn K�sh�n� (scribe) 74

Najaf  3, 5, 18, 28, 77
Nakhjaw�n 78
-Nakhjaw�n�, Najm al-D�n Ab� Bakr 

Mu�ammad 6, 9, 27, 28, 85, 86, 
124

Na��r al-D�n al-K�sh� (or al-K�sh�n�) 
al-�ill� 17, 36, 66, 75

Na��r al-D�n al-��s� 2, 7, 9, 12, 13, 14, 
25, 27, 28, 36, 41, 43, 44, 45, 50, 59, 
67, 76, 79, 118, 119, 120, 121, 123, 
128

-Nayr�z�, Najm al-D�n Ma�m�d 28, 
43

Nemoy, Leon 4, 9, 105, 106, 111, 
112, 118

Niewöhner, Friedrich 19, 113
Nile 136
Ni�matull�h�s 52
Ni
�m al-D�n al-N�s�b�r� 90

N�r�n�, �Abd All�h 7, 119, 120, 121, 
209

N�r�, Mu�ammad 7
Nu�ayb�n 97
-Nu�ayr�, Majd al-D�n 93

Oguchi, Kazumi 6
Oxford 4, 55

Paret, Rudi 19, 111
Paris 27
People of  Illumination (ahl al-ishr�q) 40
Peripatetics 40
Perlmann, Moshe 4, 9, 17, 19, 21, 22, 

23, 26, 52, 107, 109, 111, 112, 113, 
122, 228

Persia 26
Plato 24

-Qalqashand�, Shih�b al-D�n 138
Q�shch�, �Al� 41, 43, 123
Qu�b al-D�n al-R�z� 28, 36, 37, 48
Qu�b al-D�n Ma�m�d al-Sh�r�z� 11, 

14, 24, 29, 30, 31, 32, 33, 34, 35, 36, 
37, 38, 41, 42, 48, 49, 51, 67, 72, 84, 
89, 97, 110

Rabbanites 1, 3, 4, 8, 16, 55, 114
Rash�d al-D�n Fa�l All�h 22, 105
(Mu�ammad �Al�) Raw��t� 

collection 98, 99, 186
Ritter, Hellmut 3, 5
Roggema, Barbara 19, 112, 114
Rome 4
Rosenkranz, Simone 18, 114
Rudolph, Kurt 19, 111
Russian National Library (RNL) 225

-Sabzaw�r�, Mu�ammad B�qir 2, 91

adr al-D�n al-Sh�r�z� (“Mulla 

adr�”) 2, 29, 46, 47, 48, 49, 50


al�� al-D�n b. D�w�d al-Tan��m� (?) 
(scribe) 69

-Samarqand�, Shams al-D�n 124
Samaw�al al-Maghrib� 19, 20, 34, 35, 

52
-Sam�w�, Mu�ammad 93
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Samuel b. Eli (Gaon of  Baghdad) 8
Savage-Smith, Emily 15
Sayf  al-D�n Ma�m�d 12
Sayf  al-D�n Sanjar 12
Sayyid Isl�m al-D�n (scribe) 72
�e�en, Ramazan � Sh�sh�n, Rama��n
Sezgin, Fuat 5
-Shab�b�, Mu�ammad Ri�� 5, 27
-Sh�dhil�, 
adaqa b. Ibr�h�m al-Mi�r� 

al-�anaf� 137, 138
-Shahrast�n�, Abu l-Fat� Mu�ammad b. 
�Abd al-Kar�m 34

-Shahraz�r�, Shams al-D�n Mu�ammad 
b. Ma�m�d 11, 24, 28, 29, 30, 63

Shams al-D�n al-�w� 121, 123
Shams al-D�n al-�usayn� al-Astar�b�d� 
� M�r D�m�d

Shams al-D�n al-I�fah�n� 36
Shams al-D�n Mu�ammad b. Ab� 

al-Rab�� 14, 127
Shams al-D�n Mu�ammad b. al-Mu�min 

al-Qazw�n� 12, 95
Shams al-D�n Mu�ammad b. Ni�mat 

All�h al-J�l�n� � Mull� Shams� G�l�n�
Shapira, Moses Wilhelm 55, 56, 70
Shih�b al-D�n A�mad b. Ab� l-Q�dir b. 

al-H�d� (scribe and ms. owner) 51, 
109

Shiraz 105, 125
Sh�sh�n, Rama��n 133
shubhat al-istilz�m 45
shubhat jadhr al-a�amm 44
shubhat al-taw��d 41, 44, 46, 49, 50
Spade, Paul Vincent 44
St. Petersburg 54, 137, 225

State Library Berlin 1, 55, 225
Steinschneider, Moritz 3, 19, 114, 115
Stroumsa, Sarah 19
Su�s 52
-Suhraward�, Shih�b al-D�n 2, 3, 5, 6, 

10, 24, 25, 26, 28, 29, 30, 31, 32, 36, 
41, 42, 43, 47, 55, 56, 57, 63, 66, 68, 
71, 73, 74, 76

Süleymaniye Library 19
Sul��niyya 121, 123

Tabriz 20, 28, 72
Tamaskay (am�r) 16
Tehran 4
Tunk�bun�, M�rz� Mu�ammad ��hir 

(ms. owner) 125
Tunk�bun�, Mu�ammad b. �Abd 

al-Fatt�� Sar�b 50, 51
Turkey 2, 4, 6

-�Ur��, Mu�ayyad al-D�n 9, 56, 84
-Urmaw�, Sir�j al-D�n 124
Urvoy, Dominique 17, 114

Vajda, Georges 22

Wa��d Bihbah�n� 52
Waj�h al-D�n b. Ism���l b. �Abb�s 

al-Mu�allim al-Makk� (scribe) 68
Walbridge, John 22, 35, 67
W�si� 8

Z�ra��, Mujtab� 130
Ziai, Hossein 6, 22, 63, 66, 225
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�kh�nd 1187 105, 120, 125, 209, 211, 
221

D�nishkadah 194b 72
Mahdaw� 591 128
Mahdaw� 592 50, 51
Majlis 593 34, 52, 97, 108, 110, 111, 

139
Majlis 630 123, 128, 211, 224
Majlis 1830 124, 125
Majlis 1837 105, 106
Majlis 1849 66, 67, 74
Majlis 1850 65, 74
Majlis 1938 88, 91
Majlis 1939 91
Majlis 2938 209
Majlis 3814 101, 103
Majlis-i Sin� 286 120, 121, 123, 211
Majlis-i S�n� 602 50
Malik 934 63, 66, 67, 74
Mar�ash� 11619 105
Mar�ash� 12868 (“Sh�r�z� codex”) 34, 

35, 52, 97, 108, 110, 139
Mishk�t 248 91
Mishk�t 273 67, 74
Mishk�t 861 97, 139

adr al-D�n al-Ma�all��� 17 105, 106, 

125, 221
Sh�r�z 538 51, 110
Vaz�r� 2377 128, 132

IRAQ

Am�r al-Mu�min�n 1515 121
Awq�f  ��mma 5342 69
Awq�f  ��mma 6474 62
Gharawiyya 49 103
Gharawiyya 572 83
Gharawiyya 686 85, 97
Gharawiyya 717 93, 99
Ma�f�
 318 109, 111

AUSTRIA

Flügel 1331 73

EGYPT

Taym�riyya �ikma 92 76

ENGLAND

Bodleian MS Huntington 390 4, 55, 
109, 111

British Library (India Of�ce) 4545 62
British Library ADD 7517 79, 82, 83
British Library OR 6348 70
British Library OR 7728 70
British Library Delhi Arabic 2105 70
John Rylands 340 73
West. Coll. Ar. II 75 56

GERMANY

Berlin Ms. Or. Fol. 1321 55, 70, 76, 
225, 226

Berlin Ms. Or. Oct. 256 1, 3, 4, 15, 55, 
107, 108, 111, 115, 116, 117, 118

Munich 834 137

INDIA

Bankipore 2356 69
Bankipore 2357 70
Bankipore 2358 70
Rampur 95

IRAN

�st�n-i Quds 700 66, 68
�st�n-i Quds 701 68
�st�n-i Quds 702 68
�st�n-i Quds 703 66, 68
�st�n-i Quds 855 97, 139
�st�n-i Quds 901 17, 93
�st�n-i Quds 11523 69
�kh�nd 591 68, 123
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IRLAND

Chester Beatty 3598 65, 71
Chester Beatty 4612 71
Chester Beatty 4965 51, 109

ISRAEL

Yahuda 201 67, 76

ITALY

Biblioteca Angelica 15 4, 109, 111

THE NETHERLANDS

Leiden Or. 137 65, 67, 73

RUSSIA

St. Petersburg RNL II Firk. Yevr.-Arab. 
I 857 55, 75

St. Petersburg RNL II Firk. Yevr.-Arab. 
I 913 55, 117

St. Petersburg RNL II Firk. Yevr.-Arab. 
I 914 55, 117

St. Petersburg RNL II Firk. Yevr.-Arab. 
I 1416 55, 101

St. Petersburg RNL II Firk. Yevr.-Arab. 
I 1426 57

St. Petersburg RNL II Firk. Yevr.-Arab. 
I 1497 56

St. Petersburg RNL II Firk. Yevr.-Arab. 
I 1702 55, 110

St. Petersburg RNL II Firk. Yevr.-Arab. 
I 1703 55, 118

St. Petersburg RNL II Firk. Yevr.-Arab. 
I 3137 55, 70, 75–76, 225–227

St. Petersburg RNL II Firk. Yevr.-Arab. 
I 3138 55, 70, 76, 225, 226

St. Petersburg RNL II Firk. Yevr.-Arab. 
II 73 55, 93

St. Petersburg RNL II Firk. Yevr.-Arab. 
II 490 55, 110

St. Petersburg RNL II Firk. Yevr.-Arab. 
II 807 55

SYRIA 
��hiriyya 7885 77

TURKEY

Adana 177 93, 123
Ahmed III 3208 67
Ahmed III 3219 67
Ahmed III 3231 90
Ahmed III 3234 89, 90
Ahmed III 3243 67
Ahmed III 3244 5, 34, 66, 67
Ahmed III 3284 68, 76
At�f  Efendi 1587 69
Ayasofya 2392 65, 66, 69
Ayasofya 2423 18, 66, 69
Ayasofya 2424 69
Ayasofya 2446 15, 89, 95, 134, 135, 

136, 196
Ayasofya 2447 15, 90, 95, 134, 135, 

137, 196
Ayasofya 3721 27
Ayasofya 4862 14, 78, 123, 211
Carullah 998 71
Damat �brahim Pa�a 817 35
Damat �brahim Pa�a 820 15, 72
Esad Efendi 1930 90
Esad Efendi 1932 11, 30, 77, 78
Esad Efendi 1933 15, 95, 134, 135, 

136, 137, 196
Esad Efendi 3642 126, 132, 133, 207, 

222
Fâtih 3141 19, 20, 35, 90, 97, 109, 111, 

139
Feyzullah Efendi 1194 65, 72
Feyzullah Efendi 1195 20, 65, 72
Hamidiye 1447 22, 52, 113, 228
Hekimo�lu Ali Pa�a 854 73
Istanbul University al-qism al-�arab� 

1458 95
Istanbul University al-qism al-�arab� 

2775 73
Köprülü 895 90
Köprülü 1612 20, 89, 91
Lâleli 2516 20, 62
Lâleli 2521 73
Lâleli 2522 20, 73
Lâleli 2487 62
Nuruosmaniye 2661 74
Pertev Pa�a 617 123, 211
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Rag�p Pa�a 845 27, 59, 61, 62–63
Rag�p Pa�a 852 36, 66, 74
Rag�p Pa�a 853 28, 43
Rag�p Pa�a 854 32
Rag�p Pa�a 861 35
Rag�p Pa�a 1461 105, 120, 123, 125, 

133, 134, 209, 211, 221
�ehid Ali Pa�a 1740 15, 75
Turhan Valide 207 11

Yeni Câmi 765 76
Yeni Câmi 766 65, 68, 76
Y�suf  Agha (Konya) 6624 35

UNITED STATES

Jewish Theological Seminary 5519 
(ENA 95) 56, 109

Landberg 510 20, 104, 105, 106
Magnes Museum KC 24 55, 108
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Baq�� al-nafs � Maq�la f� anna wuj�d al-nafs 

abad� wa-baqa�ah� sarmad�

Correspondence with Fakhr al-D�n 
al-K�sh� 14, 126–127, 222–223

Correspondence with Ibn al-Fuwa�� 14, 
127

Correspondence with Kam�l al-D�n 
Maytham al-Ba�r�n� 13, 124–125, 
221

Correspondence with Najm al-D�n 
al-K�tib� I 13, 122–123, 211–220

Correspondence with Najm al-D�n 
al-K�tib� II 13, 41, 44, 123–124

Correspondence with Na��r al-D�n 
al-��s� I 12, 13, 45, 118–120, 
209–210

Correspondence with Na��r al-D�n 
al-��s� II 12, 13, 120–121

Falsafat Ibn Kamm�na � al-Jad�d f� 
l-�ikma

Faw��id min al-	th�r al-b�qiya 9, 84
Faw��id min al-I�tir�
�t min Kit�b Zubdat 

al-naq
 wa-lub�b al-kashf 9, 27, 85
Faw��id min al-Q�n�n al-Mas��d� 9, 85
Faw��id min al-Shamsiyya f� l-man�iq 9, 83
Faw��id min Kit�b al-Hay�a 9, 84
Faw��id min Talkh�� al-mu�a��al 2, 9, 27, 

79–83
F� abadiyya al-nafs � Maq�la f� l-ta�d�q 

bi-anna nafs al-ins�n b�qiya abadan

F� abadiyyat al-nafs wa-baq��ih� wa-bas��atih� 
� Maq�la f� anna wuj�d al-nafs abad� 
wa-baqa�ah� sarmad�

F� azaliyyat al-nafs wa-baq��ih� � Maq�la f� 
l-ta�d�q bi-anna nafs al-ins�n b�qiya abadan

F� baq�� al-nafs wa-abadiyyatih� � Maq�la f� 
l-ta�d�q bi-anna nafs al-ins�n b�qiya abadan

F� l-�ikma � al-Jad�d f� l-�ikma

F� l-�ikma � Ithb�t al-mabda� wa-�if�tih� 
wa-l-�amal al-muqarrib il� ll�h

(Ris�la) f� l-kal�m 16, 99–100
F� l-man�iq wa-l-�ab��� ma�a l-�ikma al-jad�da 
� al-Jad�d f� l-�ikma

F� l-man�iq wa-l-�ab��iyy�t wa-l-�ikma 

al-jad�da � al-Jad�d f� l-�ikma

F� l-�ilm wa-l-�amal � Kalim�t waj�za 

mushtamila �al� nukat la��fa f� l-�ilm 

wa-l-�amal

-�ikma al-jad�da � al-Jad�d f� l-�ikma 

Iltiq�� al-	th�r al-b�qiya � Faw��id min 

al-	th�r al-b�qiya

Iltiq�� al-Shamsiyya f� l-man�iq � Faw��id min 

al-Shamsiyya f� l-man�iq
Iltiq�� Kit�b al-Hay�a � Faw��id min Kit�b 

al-Hay�a
Iltiq�� min al-I�tir�
�t min Kit�b Zubdat 

al-naq
 wa-lub�b al-kashf � Faw��id min 

al-I�tir�
�t min Kit�b Zubdat al-naq
 
wa-lub�b al-kashf

Iltiq�� min al-Q�n�n al-Mas��d� � Faw��id 

min al-Q�n�n al-Mas��d�
Iltiq�� min Talkh�� al-mu�a��al � Faw��id min 

Talkh�� al-mu�a��al

Intikh�b min Talkh�� al-mu�a��al � Faw��id 

min Talkh�� al-mu�a��al

Ithb�t al-mabda� wa-�if�tih� wa-l-�amal 

al-muqarrib il� ll�h 12, 26, 98–99, 
186–195

I�tir�
�t �al� Kit�b al-Ma��lim f� u��layn 

li-Fakhr al-D�n al-R�z� � Ta��l�q �al� 
l-su��l�t al-m�rada �al� l-u��layn min Kit�b 

al-Ma��lim

-Jad�d f� l-�ikma 2, 6, 7, 11, 15, 20, 28, 
29, 32, 33, 34, 35, 37, 39, 40, 42, 44, 
56, 84, 87–92, 122, 134, 135
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Kalim�t waj�za mushtamila �al� nukat 

la��fa f� l-�ilm wa-l-�amal 12, 15, 23, 
25, 26, 34, 35, 95–98, 135, 139–185, 
186

-K�shif  f� l-�ikma al-jad�da � al-Jad�d f� 
l-�ikma

-K�shif � al-Jad�d f� l-�ikma

Khul��at m� ta
ammanathu khul��at al-

�ikma 86

-Lum�a al-juwayniyya f� l-�ikma al-�ilmiyya 

wa-l-�amaliyya � Kalim�t waj�za 

mushtamila �al� nukat la��fa f� l-�ilm 

wa-l-�amal

Maq�la f� anna l-nafs laysat bi-miz�j al-badan 

wa-l� k��ina �an miz�j al-badan 5, 7, 10, 
32, 102–103

Maq�la f� anna wuj�d al-nafs abad� wa-

baqa�ah� sarmad� 2, 4, 7, 10, 20, 102, 
103–106

Maq�la f� azaliyyat al-nafs � Maq�la f� anna 

wuj�d al-nafs abad� wa-baqa�ah� sarmad�
Maq�la f� ithb�t abadiyyat al-nafs � Maq�la 

f� l-ta�d�q bi-anna nafs al-ins�n b�qiya 
abadan

Maq�la f� ithb�t abadiyyat nafs al-ins�n 

bi-�ar�q burh�n� � Maq�la f� l-ta�d�q 

bi-anna nafs al-ins�n b�qiya abadan

Maq�la f� l-ta�d�q bi-anna nafs al-ins�n b�qiya 

abadan 5, 6, 7, 9, 10, 27, 32, 35, 
54–55, 100–101, 102

Maq�la f� tanq�� al-ab��th li-l-milal al-

thal�th 1, 2, 4, 9, 15, 16, 18, 19, 20, 
21, 22, 23, 27, 34, 35, 51, 52, 53, 54, 
55, 106–114, 117

Maq�la �al� mab��ith Najm al-D�n 
al-K�tib� al-Qazw�n� wa-�r�duhu �al� 
naw�ay al-�ilm � Ta��l�q �al� l-su��l�t 
al-m�rada �al� l-u��layn min Kit�b 

al-Ma��lim

-Ma��lib al-muhima min �ilm al-kal�m 6, 
7, 9, 17, 21, 23, 37, 38, 39, 40, 42, 47, 
55, 92–93, 99, 100, 135

Multaqa� al-	th�r al-b�qiya � Faw��id min 

al-	th�r al-b�qiya

Multaqa� al-Shamsiyya f� l-man�iq � Faw��id 

min al-Shamsiyya f� l-man�iq
Multaqa� Kit�b al-Hay�a � Faw��id min 

Kit�b al-Hay�a
Multaqa� min al-Q�n�n al-Mas��d� � 

Faw��id min al-Q�n�n al-Mas��d�
Multaqa� min Talkh�� al-mu�a��al � Faw��id 

min Talkh�� al-mu�a��al

Mutlaqa� min al-I�tir�
�t min Kit�b Zubdat 

al-naq
 wa-lub�b al-kashf � Faw��id min 

al-I�tir�
�t min Kit�b Zubdat al-naq
 
wa-lub�b al-kashf

Shar� al-Ish�r�t � Shar� al-u��l wa-l-jumal 

min muhimm�t al-�ilm wa-l-�amal

Shar� al-Talw���t 2, 5, 6, 10, 15, 17, 18, 
25, 26, 27, 28, 29, 30, 31, 32, 34, 36, 
37, 41, 42, 43, 48, 49, 55, 56, 63–77, 
225–227

Shar� al-u��l wa-l-jumal min muhimm�t 

al-�ilm wa-l-�amal 1, 2, 10, 15, 27, 28, 
59–63, 129

Ta��l�q �al� l-su��l�t al-m�rada �al� l-u��layn 

min Kit�b al-Ma��lim 10, 11, 27, 
77–78

Talkh�� al-�ikma � Taqr�b al-ma�ajja 

wa-tahdh�b al-�ujja

Talkh�� al-�ul�m al-�ikmiya � Taqr�b 

al-ma�ajja wa-tahdh�b al-�ujja

Talkh�� Lub�b al-man�iq � Khul��at m� 

ta
ammanathu khul��at al-�ikma

Tanq�� al-ab��th li-l-milal al-thal�th � 
Maq�la f� tanq�� al-ab��th li-l-milal al-

thal�th
-Tanq���t f� Shar� al-Talw���t � Shar� 

al-Talw���t

Taqr�b al-ma�ajja wa-tahdh�b al-�ujja 9, 10, 
15, 39, 94–95, 132, 134, 196–206

“Treatise on the Differences between the 
Rabbanites and the Karaites” 1, 3, 
4, 8, 16, 55, 108, 114–118
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